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Two 1%1:6’3’%0 hel 3

in Nigeria factory ri Q}

From the Financial
Times

LAGOS — Michelin’s
Nigenan tyre manufactur-
ing plant has beeh closed
for four weeks after night-
shift workers ransacked
the factory and mjured

" two management person-

nel, Jr George Rouzier,
the managing director,
has said 1n Lagos

Bundreds of workers mn

the factory at Port Har-

court went on the ram-
page on the night of Au-
gust 89, wrecked the labo-
ratory, raided the admi-
nistrative offices and
threw papers on the floor

Byl the time anfi-riot
police arrived four hours
after they had been
called, windscreens of
vehicles i the car park
had been smashed and
the hospital had been da-
maged

Police arrested 120
workers
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Own Correspondent
NIGERIA — The National
I,abour Congress, the
country’s chief union
federation, 15 staking 1ts
ufture on 3a nationwide
strike which enters its
fourth day today So far,
the 'call to strike appears
‘10 have ‘met with only a
patchy response, ™ -

Mr Alex Ekinueme, the
vice-Bresident, met Mr
Hassan Sunmonu, pre-
sident of the Labour Con-
gress ‘yesterday and there
were hopes that a compro-
mise might be found to
end the' strike, observers
In Lagos said -,

But the action has re-
portedly had nothing like
fullt ‘support, because of

—_— —_ = e

bad timing and a lack of
co-ordination by the
Labour Congress

. mres e —_—

U g e Y R AR T -

The principal demand 1s
for a trebling of the mini-
mum wage to Nawra 300

1’*11{6 en t%{’oh *

Nigerian st

{R450) a mnnth but the
congress has “repeated
other demands for addi-
fional housing and travel
allowances, 1mproved pen-
sions and the abrogation
of some restrictive legisla-
tion Iimiting the rights of
certain workers to go on
strike,

President Shehu Sha-
gart had asked the con-
gress to reconsider i1tg
strike threat because he
said the mmmum wage
demand was unrealistic

The President said
Nigerta had 1lost 25-m
man days 1n ndustrial
disputes last year — the
highest total for some
years,
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Even SA, 1 th!a: mldesl m %egnts of social

engineering, has never tried anything like
1t Vet Nigeria felt able to summarily expel
an estimated 3m foreigners, largely as a
vote-catching election manoeuvre As a re-
sult, Lagos, one of Pretoria’s harshest crit-
1cs. attracted some of the international
odium that usually comes SA’s way

“Foreigners” have been blamed for the
lack of employment opportunities for the
country’s own young graduates and techni-
clans They have also been held responsible
for other social 1lls But 1t 1s doubtful whe-
ther the Lagos government appreciated the
full extent of the odmum 3t would ncur
among its neighbours, or even the numbers
mnvolved 1n the exodus, otherwise logistic
preparations would have been made

Most of the aliens are Ghanaians who, In
many cases, have been settied 1n Nigeria
for a number of years They have per-
formed skilled work or have laboured for
wage rates lower than those likely to at-

————

tract Nigerians The very fact that their
documentation was irregular made them
prone to exploitation

If they are to be replaced bv indigenous
employees, the wage bilis of local business
would be bound to rise But 1n view of the
international oil giut and the resulting eca
nomic downturn 1 Nigeria some of the
larger firms have reframned from shedding
labour only because of trade union and pol-
tical pressure These concerns are uniihein
to replace the deparung aliens Increased
emplovment opportunities may therefore
not result to the extent hoped for by ~ome
poliiciant

Opimons vam about the economic eftect
of the measure One expert daimed that
the aliens were earnmg the equivalent of
$2.3 bilhion ‘vear and that most of this mon
ey was being remitted 1o their home coun-

tries, constituting a foreign exchange drain
On the other hand, there were hidden ex-
port benefits for Nigena which may have
been greater Many of the Ghanaians, In
particular, were small traders, who bought
poods supposedly for personal use from
Nigerian outlets for resale in Ghana, where
import restrictions prevail No doubt Togo
Benin, Niger and Chad — all of which also
had large numbers of nationals living 1n oil-
rich Nigeria — provided similar unofficial
export markets

Public hostility

The Nigertan government has softened
the terms of i1ts original order by
postponing the departure of qualified per-
sonnel unfil the end of February, to allow
them to regularise their position But most
of themn may leave all the same because ot
the popular hostility towards them 1n Nige-
ra This could have adverse effects on Ni-
geria’s education system 35 000 teachers
are known to be of Ghanaian origin

The expulsion has been publhicly deplored
by ex-president Dr Azikiwe, now leader of
one of the main opposition parties, and by a
Mushm religious leader The whole ques-
tion may therefore become an election 1s-
sue As far as Ghana 1s concerned 1S
shattered economy may find 1t difficult to
accommodate the returnees, whose num-
bers may amount to a tenth of the
population

Most of Nigeria’s neighbours whose citi-
zens have been expelled are fellow mem-
bers of the Econorme Community of West
African States (Ecowas), which 1s scheduled
to hold a summit meeting in May The La-
gos government will presumably be asked
to explain why 1t took this step without pri-
or consultation

While the legality of the act 1s not i dis-
pute, the way 1 which it was done provides
Nigeria's crities with ammunition
iromcally, the first protocol signed by

Ecowas members was designed to ease
travel restrictions between member states
More far-reaching provisions to allow free
settlement throughout the community are
currently under consideration




OBig ’strike@p
%AGOS — A strike by

wNigerian broadcasting
“workers is disrupting
adio and -television
programmes throughout
the country, newspapers
reported yesterday,
o The strike for higher
“pay and better working
conditrions forced the
Nigerian Television
Authority’s Channel 5 to
shut transmissions early
s on Tuesday after the
| evening news.
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LAGOS - Nigeran un-
versity lecturers on
strike for “moré” than
three weeKs Have spelt
Out conditions for the
resumption of negotia-
lzons tomorrow, ,

The lecturers went
on mdefinite strike on
July 28 1 support: of
demands for hi gherpay
and allowances, im.
proved funding and the
autonomy of umvers;-
ties and acadermuc free-
dom on campus -

The strike followed
the breakdown of pe-
gotiations-between the

- tedachers and the gov-

Crament last May 12,
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General strike plan >c

LAGOS — Supporters of the self-declare GL r{ner
of Nigenia’s presidental election are trying to l

mobilise workers for a general strike this week to

protest agamst the mulitary’s decision
pol =+ (@A)

“Thf:re 1S a pusmblhty of a general sinike this
week It1s just a matier of time,” Fred Eko, an aide
to candidate Moshood Abiola, said yesterday
Abzola (55) has claimed victory in the June 12
election over fellow Muslim businessman Bashir
Tofa (45) — Sowetan Correspondent and Sapa
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Biafra leader
a divided N 1geria

MEKA OJUKWU was a young man, just
34, when he led Biafra to war and disaster
Close to a millron people died n a struggle

was doomed from the very first months ‘of the

three-year conflict. Now Ojukwu fears that.in us -
"5 By CHRIS MCGREAL 12 Lagos

retirement Nigenia’s latest political crisis is sowing
the seeds for another bloody secessionist bid, this
time in the west.

Ojukwu holds the milttary governmerit and
Moshood Abrola, whose presidential election win
last month was overturned by the army, equally
responsible for pushing Nigeria closer to division

He warns that the military, in calling new elec-
tions for August 14, has implicitly told Abrola’s
home ground i Yoruba-dommated south-western
Nigera that the powerful elite from the north will
never relinquish power “He fears the isolation sit-
uation 1s pregnant,”” Ojukwu said “No one really
knows when or what 1t will deliver but there are
certain dangerous trends manifesting themselves
and these trends are sufficiently frightening that
any leader has to be very circumspect

“I see a sttuation where one area is clearly mov-
ing 1n a different direction from: the others There’s
no doubt i my mnd that already | see the begin-
nings of 1966 *’

Oxford-educated Ojukwu was already,a lteu-
tenant-colonel with abrlbiant mulitary career ahead
of him when he led Biafra’s Ibo people from the
restof Nigeriaon May 30 1967 Even today there 1s
considerable sympathy for his motive, After
months of political turmoil in which 30 000 Tbos
were murdered, principally in the north, Ojukwu
feared hus two mihion people faced anmihilation

As 1t turned out, anmhilation almost came with
the three-year civil war No one knows the toll, but
as much as half Brafra’s population fell victim to
the fighting and the Nigenan blockade and famine.
Most of them were civilians

Ojukwu, despite the slaughter, sees the war as an
inevitable part of Nigeria’s Srowing-up process.
That 1s why the prospect of another saddens him.
Thus time, he says, 1t 1s not mevitable

Certainly, the forces behind the new secesstonst
nunbhings are different. There 1s no wholesale per-
secution in Nigena’s south-west foday Some of the
ethnic and regional divisions appear to have crum-
bled with June’selection About one third of north-
erners who voted did so for Abiola, most Itkely
because he was the candidate best able to stand up
to the military But the army’s refusal to recognise
his victory has hardened the divisions 1n the south-
west. The 1ssue today 15 power, not survival. But it

15 no less dangerous.
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Biafran leader Emeka Ojukowu fears

western Nigeria might embark

for the independence of eastern Nigeria that*  Ona secessionist bid as bloo d)?czs

his three-year warj~ ~~.»->

M

“People are digging ther trenches and 1t will be
a question of here we are, this 1s our last defence,”’
satd Ojukwu “You know what happens n a situa-
tion like that. A very prominent westerner, tradi-
tional ruler, is talking of session This enclave men-
tality of the west 1s the sort of fecling that brings
about a break-up ”

The trenches may be metaphonical but the battle
lines are forming through national institutions,
most notably the courts On the heels of conflictin g
court decisions on the legahty of blocking the pres-
idential elections, the judiciary 15 dividing along
regional political [nes

Last week, the government transferred promi-
nent human nghts activists to the captal, Abuja, for
tnal in courts widely recognised as strongly influ-
enced by the mlitary. Legaily, they should be tried
1n Lagos but those courts were on strike inl sympa-
thy with Abiola. They reopened only to hear fus sust
to force the government to recogmise his election
victory Ojukwu says this amounts to separate judi-
cial systems

“Already there is this feehing that there'is a west-
em judiciary The courts sat to hear Abiola’s sut
when for the past two weeks the courts have been
on strike to support Abtola No cases, no judges, no
lawyers And then Abiola goes in for his case Nine
o’clock, everybody’s there,” he said

Ojukwu sees the same mistake being repeated,
especially a fack of real communication between
nival leaders, and between leaders and the people
And although he will not admut it drrectly, implicit
1n what he says 1s hus fear that a leader not {unlike
limself might today rise in the south-west.

He admuts to falling back on “ethnic jingoism™
during the crvil war, a tactic he fears willswork for
any would-be demagogue in the absence of strong
opposition leadership in the present ciy RIS ninit

“One talks in rather primitive terms about the
amount of blood we have sunk 1nto the rnity of ths
country, but st 1s a fact,” he said. =

“Sentimentally, we feel a break-up would be a
loss It would be starting all over again Butitisbet-
terto start all over agamn than to die and not be there
And if that 1s what Nigenans want, | hope they
choose Czechoslovakia and not Yugosiavia ” —

Tair i "
The Gllﬂl':‘.ilﬂ; J
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Nigerian oil strike o &0 |
Afgtin, A E s G_L:I:-.mm !
LAGOS — Petroleum workers, whose strike ac- |
" tion has paralysed socio-economic activities 1n
3 Nigeria in the past few days, said here yesterday |

. they were suspending therr strike with immedi-
: ate effect ) |
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Goniwe eviden

Own Correspondent

PORTELIZABETH — A former secur-
ity policeman admitted 1n the
Supreme Court here yesterday that he
might have made mistakes in a state-
ment he had made under oath about
several aspects surrounding the death
of Cradock activist Mr Matthew Gon-
1we 1n jJune 1985 \ ‘

The re-opened Goniwe 1nquest sat
through an entire day of cross-exami-
nation of retired Sergeant Fred Koni

de Bruyn, SC ..

Mr De Bruyn pointed out sever
discrepanciles between Mr Konr
sworn statement and his testimony 1
court last week when he was called a
a surprise witness by Mr George B1zo ?

it

by counsel for the SA Police Mr Du }

SC, counsel for the Gomiwe family -
Mr Koni testified 1n great detail las

week how Mr Gomwe was followed E

and kept under constant observation
whenever he left Cradock. He ad-
mitted yesterday that he had never
taken part 1n such operations but had
come to conclusions on how they were
done from what he had heard at meet-
ings and seen 1n reports J

Mr De Bruyn put it to,Mr Koni that
his testimony about the “constant
following” of Mr Gonmiwe by security
police was untrue. Mr Kom replied
that police would otherwise not have
known where Mr Goniwe was going

Mr De Bruyn said informants could
have provided the information

Mr Koni admitted he might have
made a mistake 1n his statement about
the date he had retired from the
police and dates he was supposed to
have worked with certain colleagues

The inquest continues today
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Stri

BUSINESS ground to a halt and
strikers threatened Nigena’s o1l
€xports thus week m the most dra-
matic show of dissent yet to General
Sam Abacha’s military regme,

Banks and shops closed, buses and
fernes stopped running, and people
who walked to work found their offices
emptly,

Armed police began patrolling
streets in Lagos, home to 5-milhon
people Workers were reported to be
staymg at home m several other ciies
throughout southern Nigeria where
opposthion to the military chctatorship
1s strongest.

Most of Nigenia's commercial activ-
ity and ail the petroleum fields, which
provide 80 percent of government rev-
€nue, are m the south The growing

paralyses Nigeria

wn 15~ |7 [9Y

shortage of fuel also caused a senes of
blackouts and water cuts in Lagos

Kenneth Narebor, a semor official of
thie petroleum and natural gas semnor
staff association, said pipelines at two
of the biggest export terminals off
southern Port Harcourt and Warr
should run dry today or tomorrow

General Abacha appeared on televi-
sion and said “All apologists of civil
disobedience wiil he severely dealt
with " Last week, his government said
anyone who mterfered with atternpts
to keep the ail mdustry gomg would
tace the death penalty

Abacha has dissolved all elected
governments and jalled journahsts,
human nghts actists, politicians,
and the 1993 presidential election
winner, Moshood Abiola, — AP
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Nigerian oll
Wworkers strike

Jagzgs Jukwe¥ ‘H {%2 Z iiF
I S maan ‘o1l workers

union went on strke on Mon-
day to demand the release of
opposition leader Moshood Abiola as
the mulitary government agam
refiised to produce him i court.

For the second time mn a week the
government, which detamed Abiola
on June 23 on treason charges, dis-
obeyed ajudge’s order to brmg lnm to
court 1n response to a suit challeng-
ing the arrest The state prosecutor
said he did not know the where-
abouts of Abiola, the mullionaire bust-
nessmarn adjudged to have won last
year's presidental election tll 1t was
annulled by yet another new mulitary
ruler, General Sarn Abacha.

Judge Tajudeen Odunowo, annoyed
that his order had been disregarded for
the second tune, ordered that Justice
Mimister and Attorney-General Olu
Onagoruwa should appear before him
on Thursday to explam why Abiola
was not brought to court

The 150 000-strong urnon Nupeng
ordered 1ts members out on strike in
suyj met of Abiola But o1l compames
said the walkout — by tanker drivers,
c]erks data processors and others n
memal_]nbs was having no effect on
ol produc hon or shipping of crude, the
hfeblood of the economy, bringmg m S0
percent of Nigeria’s foreign exchange,

Frank Kokori, general secretary of
NUPENG (the National Union of
Petroleum and Natural Gas Workers),
said' 'The stnke has just started and
the Eﬂ'ectwﬂl start buildmg up today ”

The; government says the sinke 1s
legal and state-owned media have
launched a vicrous campaign agamns
NUPENG saying its leaders had taken
bribes from pohtidians to stage the
stnke — Reufer
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LAGOS — Protests Have
‘spread agamnst Nigeria’s mih-
tary rulers as they cope with a
strike against the nation’s
maimstay o1l mdustry

Lagos, where pro-democracy
protests killed up to 20 people
on Monday, was calm today
But public transport was still
paralysed and-many oifices
and shops were shut 10 the city,
the cornmercial capital
., Reports said protests spread
‘to cities in southwest Nigeria,
home region of opposition lead-
er Moshood Abiola, whose de-
tention sparked the unrest

.. Homes of prominent people,
including former head of state
Qlusegun Obasanjo and ex-1n-
terim . leader Ernest Shonekan,
were vandahised by demonsira-
tors.in Abeokuta, Mr Abiola’s
home town *
Protests also occurred 1n
Akure, Nigeria’s cocoa-growing
'centre, where university stus
‘dents calling for Mr Abola’s
release clashed with riot po-
Jdice
1. Nupeng, the yunior oil work-
_ |lers’ union, and 1S SEMOr coun-
» | terpart Pengassan are Speal-

¥

‘heading the, strike, which 18
now 1 its 17th day, and has af-
ifected, fuel supplies, crippled
.trangport ‘and, shut many buS1-
nesses SR
. *“The strike 1s continumng be-
rcause our demands have pot
'been met,” said a Pengassan
J,spokesman A
The military government
<a1d, it would’ consider freemng
‘political detainees mcluding
, Mr Abiola, the undeclared win-
ner of last year’'s annujled
‘presidential vote Mr. Abiola
faces, treason, charges, for pro-
claiming humself president
. The’ government has since
held discussions with promi-
nent Nigerrans;. including Mr |
Obasanjo, on the Crisis but has

yet to'say when detamees will
be freed — Reuter

e —————————




LAGOS — Nigeria braced for more
street protests today after marathon
negotiations failed to end a pro-de-
mocracy sirike i the o1l industry

Participants at yesterday’s talks
between striking o1l unions and gov-
ernment negotiators sald no progress
htadkbeen made to end the 23-day-old
strike

Umons are demanding the release
of Moshood Abiola, the undeclared
winner of last year’s annulled presi-
dential vote, who has been detained
since June 23 for declaring himseli

- .

The Argus, Tuesday July 26 1994 3
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\Nigeria prepares for more. gi} strikes

president 1n deflance, of Nigeria’'s

military rulers@.zﬂ
“They said they did not have the

mandate to discuss the release of
Abiola,” the umon official said

Strikes and protests have gripped
the country for weeks over the cam-
paign to force mihitary ruler General
Sam Abacha to cede power to Mr
Abiola, who faces treason charges

Tension has been high in southwesi
Nigeria, Mr Abiola’s home region,
where police again fired teargas to
disperse crowds marching to demand

his release and 1nstailation as presi-
dent

The strike by the Nupeng and Pen-
gassan o1l umons has disrupted do-
mestic supplies and crude o1l produc-
tion, although exports have been
unaffected 01l 1s Nigeria’s main
gsource of foreign imcome

O1] mimister Don Etiebet, who led
the government delegation 1n the ne-
gotiations, said both sides agreed to
refer the outcome to principals and
to meet{ tomorrow {0 sign a commau-
mqué He did not say what it would
contain — Sapa-Reuter

e |




Pro-democracy Nigeria strike

to conti ke
tlnue after f Thf‘ a%a'izg'ﬁl :l jr}klcra-
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LAGOS. — Nigeria's pro-de-
mocracy oil strike appeared
certain to continue atter vio-
lent disturbances outside the
court where opposition leader
Moshood Abiola was standing
triai on treason charges
Wariebe Agamene, president
of the junior 01l workers’ unmon,
Nupeng, said his union, protest-
Ing agamst reported deaths 1n
the clashes, would stay away
from proposed talks with the
mihitary government today
Nupeng was disgusted at re-
ports .that police shot protest-
ers 1 the inland capital of
Abuja outside the court trymng
Mr Abiola, widely regarded as
the winner of last year’s an-
nulled presidential election

The Argus, Friday July 29 1994

Nupeng and the other st
ing o1l umon, Pengassan, are
demanding Mr Abiola’s uncon-
ditional release It was not
clear if Pengassan, which rep-
resents white collar workers,
would attend today’s meeting

The Abuja high court ad-
journed the case against Mr
Abiola until Tuesday

Mr Abiola, who proclaimed
himself president 1n defiance of
the military authorities, was
making his third appearance

Outside the court, a local
journalist said he saw police

shoot one person who later
died Unconfirmed reports said
up to three people might have
been killed in the clashes

3~.

clashes

cy (CD) pressure group said po-
lice killed one of its members
during a peaceful protest
march 1 the Oworonshoki area
of Lagos

American envoy Jesse Jack-
son, who arrived 1 Nigeria on
Wednesday, said after meeting
Mr Abiola and mulitary ruler
Sam1 Abacha that he detected
no shift in the stand of the rival
Nigerian leaders

Mr Abwola maintained that
he was legally elected while
General Abacha wanted to
press on with a consfitutional
conference to draw up a new
political agenda — Sapa-Reu-
ter




LAGOS — Nigeria’s o] work-
ers’ strike to compel the mil;-
tary government to free de-
tained politician Moshood
Abiola and restore democrac
entered 1ts fifth week today
with no sign of a quick end,

; Orl unions Nupeng and Pen.
gassan said in separate state-
ments yesterday that they
would stay away from talks
with the government scheduled
for today to try to end the
strike

' The umons are i the van-
guard of pro-democracy strikes
to try to force the government
to free Mr Abiola, the unde-
¢lared winner of last year’s an-

® ‘. e e} - VEae o v .
Nigeria’s crip ling oil

strike enters fifth week

niiled presidentia] election,

The crisis over the annul-
ment of the poll by the previ-
ous military rulers deepened

Y ‘when Mr Ahiola arrested

last month (2727

The strike has severely dis-
rupted domestic fuel supplies,
transport services and normal
business, especially 1n Mr Abio-
la’s Yuruba-spraklnaf Lﬁuuth-

west 32(r 1|¢

The 3,5 milhion-strong Nige.
ria Labour Congress, the -cen-
tral trade union .organisation,
said last week it would Join the
pro-democracy strike ‘from
Wednesday — Reuter.,




LAGOS. — Nigeria’s biggest
city, Lagos, was at a stand-
still today, the first day of a
general strike called to
press the military govern-
ment to free opposition
leader Moshood Abiola

Many government offices in
the city, mcluding the federal
secretariat where most offi-
cials work, were deserted

“Workers have not come n

today, maybe because of the
strike,” said a security man at
the secretariat

Mr Abiola, undeclared Win-
ner of last year’s annulled
presidential vote, was due to
appear i court m the capital
Abuja today on charges of trea-
son ior proclaiming himself
president

The general strike, calied by
the umbrella Nigeria Labour
Congress, adds to pressure on

Debate over Angol

LEGAL action was being con-
sidered against Executive Out-
comes, a Pretoria-based com-
pany which hires former
defence force soldiers out to
the Angolan government, De-
partment of Foreign Affairs
acting director-genergj Rusty
Evans said today.

Although the Angolan gov-
ernment insists the 500 Execy-
tive Qutcomes employees are
utilised as guards and Instruc-
tors, Unita alleges they are 1n
Angola as mercenaries

Addressing the Joint Com-
mittee on Foreign Affairs, Dr
_Evans said the matter had

[ Government offices

e Cr

3[9

the government brought by oil
workers who are now In the
fifth week of a strike.

It was not immediately clear
1f the strike was being ob-
served i1n the north, where
some local chapters of the NLC
have dissociated themselves
from the action as politically
motivated.

In Lagos, youths stopped ve-
hicles from moving about

Banks and many other busi-
nesses have long closed in Ni-
geria because of a fuel short-
age caused by the o1l strike,
and there 1s bound to be fur-
ther misery if the general
strike lasts for long.

Yesterday General Sani Aba-
cha, the military ruler, presid-
ed over a meeting of the
Armed Forces Consultative As-
sembly, the ruling junta, to dis-
cuss the growmg political and
cconomic crisis. No statement
was 1ssued after the talks.

é

been referred to the
ment of Justice

“There 1s prima facie evi-
dence that that particular op-
€ration 1s transgressing South
African law and that steps
must be taken against them,”
he said

Foreign Affairs Deputy Min-
Ister Aziz Pahad told the com-
mittee the government had n-
tervened to save the lives of
four South Africans employed
by Executive Outcomes who
had been captured by Unita,
wiuch had threatened to exe-

cute the men
Although it was not clear

whether the execution had

part-

|9 Lre@ge |

deserted as

Jercenaries

grows

The o1l strike was begun by
Nupeng, the blue-collar oil-
workers’ union, on July 4 and it
was later jowned by white-col-
lar workers from the sister
union, Pengassan The produc-
tion of Shell, which exiracts
half the country’s o1l, has fallen
by one third

Nupeng president Wariebe
Agamene warned those who n-
tended to carry on working “If
they don’t stop their treacher-
ous activifies, the next option
will mvolve bodybags We are
prepared to deal with these
people violently ”

A Shell spokesman said local
workers but not expatriates
had been intimidated so far

The economy 15 being suffo-
cated -by-the strike and more
and more investors and traders
are being frightened off by the
possibility of a catastrophic po-
htical explosion — Sapa-Reu-
ter-The Independent.

b

gone ahe re had been no
news and 1t was presumed they
were still ahve

Mr Pahad said the govern-
ment opposed mercenaries be-
Ing recruited from South
Africa

“We are trying to ensure that
South Africans do not get in-

volved as mercenaries *

Mr Pahad said South Africa
was approaching the Angolan
question within the framework
of the United Nations peace
inttiative. However, an invita-
tion had been extended to Un-
ita leader Jonas Savimb:i to
visit South Africa — Sapa
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Nigeria faces fr

ésh

unrest after deaths

LAGOS — Nigena, shaken
by an o1l workers’ stoppage
that has mushroomed 1mto a
general strike, looked set
for more unrest after three
people were killed 1n dem-
onstrations demanding the
release of presidential
claimant Moshood Abiola

Mr Abiola, widely considered
the winner of last year’s an-
nulled election, 1s bewng tried
for treason and yesterday the
court in the capital of Abuja
adjourned the hearing until Au-
gust 16

Mr Abwola faces life ampris-

o

] Strikers, protesters de

g == - —

3
onment 1f convicted L
charged after proclaiming him-
self president mn June in defl-
ance of Nigeria’s army rulers

An earlier adjournment had
already angered pro-democra-
cy activists, who thought the
military government could
drop the case to reduce tension

Witnesses said at least three
people were killed yesterday in
Lagos, the biggest city in Afr-
ca’s most populous country,
during protests that comncided
with the beginmng of a general
strike aimed at putiing pres-
sure on the military govern-
ment to free Mr Abwola

ad Abiola’s
SUXS]

release

48{ad

Apart irom the clashes be-
tween police and pro-democra-
cy protesters, much of the city

of six million people was de-
serted as the strike bit

The general strike, called by
the umbrella Nigeria Labour
Congress (NLC), brought fur-
ther misery to a country where
the stoppage by o1l workers,
now 1n 1its fifth week, has dis-
rupted fuel supplies and forced
many businesses including
banks to close

Flights were disrupted and
many governmenti hospitals
shut, especially in south-west
Nigeria, Mr Abiola’s home re-
gion, where the strike appeared
to have been almost totally ob-
served

Residents 1n several states of
the ' north, where some
branches of the NLC have dis-
soclated themselves from the
strike, saying 1t was poiitically
mofivated, said work went on
there as usual But NLC deputy
national president Adams
Oshiomole said the strike had
begun' successfully -

The NLC’s decision-making
central working committee
-was scheduled to meet 1n La--
gos yesterday to decide a fur-
ther line of action but Mr
Oshiomole said this was not
possible because there was*no

quorum AR
“We will meet fomorréw,” he
said' fi vt

The NLC 1s calling’ ToRYMr
Abiola’s release but: the’ o1l
umons that imtiated the strikes
alsoiwant an immediate return
to democracy and reforms .to
Nigeria’s chactic o1l mdustry

Industry sources'said o1l pro-
duction and exports, which ac-
., count for more than.90 percent
of xNigeria’s foreign exchange
income, had been ‘severely af-
- fected, — Sapa-Reuter
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| Police end
Nigerian

| protest

| LAG&Tng je‘j"ﬁred

on 7000 peaceful pro-
testers.and battled vio-
lent gangs yesterday as
the nation’s biggest la-
bour group joined the
strikes aimed at toppling
the military government
At least.five ﬁuple were

killed

Lagod,-the“main com-
mercial centre, was the
Scene” of two peaceful
'l protests broken up vio-
lently by police, and
rampages by youths try-
Ing to_keep small shops
from opening Strikers
'wanti Mr Mashood
Abiola, apparent winner ,
of the June 1993 pres:- **
| dential election, re-
leased’, from detention

| — Sapa-AP
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Nigeria: Union
In talks_wit
military@?’u ers

LAGOS — Nigeria’s biggest labour federation sus-
pended 1ts general strike yesterday, but o1l unions
vowed to continue the industrial campaign in pur-
suit of democracy 2

Both the Nigerian Labour Congress (NLQ), which
called off 1ts two-day-old action, and the o1l unions
are demanding the 1mmediate release of detained
presidential claimant Mr Moshood Abiola '

The 3,5 million-strong NLC told members tg re-
turn to work while negotiations continued with' Ni-
geria’s military rulers A spokesman said he was
hopeful Mr Abiola would be released

The two 011 workers unions said their strike would
continue 01l 15 Nigeria’s economic matnstay and
strike action has disrupted fuel supplies and ex-
ports, and pushed up world o1l prices

The NLC strike had taken firm root in south-
western Nigeria, Mr Abiola’s home region

But it was largely 1gnored 1n the north and east,
raising fears that sharp regional and ethnic divi-
slons could escalate the Nigerian erisis < °

Mr Abiola 1s on trial for treason for declaring
himself president in defiance of Nigerials -army
Eulers* He 15 next due 1n court on August 16 — Sapa-

euter

g[ay.



LAGOS — Nigeria's military
government, which 15 under se-
vere pressure because of a
month-long o1l workers’ strike,
has invited umons to separate
talks on ending their action

The unions, which want the
government to release and
hand power to detamned presi-
dential claimant Moshood
Abiola, agreed to attend but
said they expected liitle to
emerge from the meetings to-
morrow and Friday

The Nigeria Labour Con-
gress (NLC), which launched a
general strike last week then
suspended 1t after a day, said 1t
was confident the military gov-
ernment would drop treason
charges against Mr Abwola and
free hum

“The meeting (on Friday)
will be more or less explor-
atory,” said Milton Dabibi, sec-
retary-general of the white-col-
lar o1l workers’ union,

S T ————

Nigeria invites oil
unions to new tg

Pengassan @

“It 15 unlikely to resolve any
1Ssue that wﬂl 1n [ e the

strike”

Wanebl Aa am ne, prem-
dent of the blue collar union
Nupeng, said “I hold no high
hopes for the meeting”

Industry sources said the
strike had caused a cut of at
least 25 percent 1n crude o1l
production and exports, Nige-
ria’s main source of hard cur-
rency earnings

Trade sources said yesterday
that state-run Nigerian Nation-
al Petroleum Corporation had
cancelled crude 01l deliveries
due to be exported this month
— Reuter

The two unions are demand-
ing the release of Mr jAbiola,
who 1s w1de13r believed 1o have
won last year’s annulled presi-
dential election They also
want better management of
the oil sector

-
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More strikes threatened in N

WM 2.~ [ h_m

Tunde Obadina and
. Thala Griffiths in Lagos

E powerful Nigeria Labour
Congress (NLC) threatened
on Monday to resume its
suspended general strike if
the mihitary government cid’
- hot free presidential claamant Mos-
hood Abiola
“The labour movement will not
hesttate to call workers out on strike
if the government does not release
,MKO Abiola unconditionally,” an
NLC spokesman, Chns Uyot, said
- The warnung of possible further
unrest was made as the country's
cripphng o1l strike entered a sixth
:week with no sign of an end to the cn-
sis over workers' demands that Chief
Abiola should be freed and mstalled
as president
Abiola, widely beheved to be the
wimner of last year’s annulled presi-
:-dential election, remaned m pohce
custody in the capital Abuja after

rejeching bail conditions 1mposed by
a court trying him on treason
charges He was arrested on June 23
after proclazming himself president
in defiance of the mihtary rulers.

The court offered to free Abiola on
condition he agreed to keep the
peace, did not address political meet-
ings and cid not leave Nigena with-
out pernmussion

The offer followed talks between
the government and the NLC which
last week suspended a brief general
strike to allow the talks on its
demand for Abiola’s unconditional
release NLC officials say the govern-
ment agreed to free him uncondition-
ally.

A meeting of the NLC’s ceniral
working committee to discuss its
next move was postponed to
Wednesday

US cvil nghts leader Jesse Jack-
son, who visited Nigeria last month
as President Bill Chnton's envoy, sad
m a television interview in Washing-

ton on Monday that the Unite
States and others should begin
“assertive, aggressive diplomacy” to
prevent civil war in Nigena and pro-
tectits oil mdustry.

“One tenth of Opec’s oil produc-
tion, the finest grade of 011, comes out
of Nigeria and so m fact if that oil
does not flow, if 1t is sabotaged, that
will have ramifications for the whole
world commumty,” Jackson said

The oil workers, whose stnike has
been the most devastating of the
ellorts to get Abiola released, are
steppmg up their campaign to stop
the production and export of crude
ol, the country’s main source of for-
€ign exchange

“We are mtensifying our campaign
to stop crude oil production We dont't
want money to come 1 into the pock-
ets of the military junta,” Wanebe
Agamene, national president of the
National Union of Petroleum and
Natural Gas Workers (Nupeng), said
on Monday.

1968

The 150 000-strong Nupeng began
the strike on July 4 and was jJoined
two weeks later by the 50,000-mem-
ber white-collar o1l urnon PENGAS-
SAN
The strike has disgupted busmess
actvitity, domestic fitel supplies and
bitten mto the country’'s crude o1l
production and exports, which pro-
vide more than 90 percent of its hard
CuIrency earnings

Strikes hnked to Nigeria’s pohitical
cris1s have brought more chaos to
the streets of the mam city, Lagos

A bank strike means there 1s no
cash. Rubbish 1s piling up on the
streets Fuel and transport prices
have soared, and those workers wh
are not on strike often find it too daffi-
cult to get to work

Banks have been closed smce July
11 and many firms are running out
of money Even blackmarket money
changers are feeling the pinch “With
the banks closed, we have no money
and we can't trade It’s a big prob-

lem,” saxd trader Mukhtar lIwan

‘T haven’t sold a shirt since last
month,” market trader Justin Ob1
complamed “There’s no money 1n
this country.”

One Lagos company flew one of 1ts
staff to the northern town of Kano,
where the strike 1s not bemng
observed, to get cash.

Many areas of the city of 6 million
people have no power or water. A
mimbus nde to work which was 15
naira ($0,40) now costs up.to 45
($1,20) and many workers are stay-
ingat home A cyhnder of cooking gas
has nisen from 400 naira ($10) to
1 000 {$27}, while a gallon of
kerosene has gone from 50 naira
($1,30) to 180 {$5) The average wage
for a blue-collar worker 1s about
2 000 naira ($54} a month.

But the chaos caused to people’s
daily hives here appears in no way to
have dimimshed their support for
Chief Abiola — Reuter

® Tai Solarn, scourge of the Niger-
1an establishment;-has died, aged 71
Solarin, who was detamed by arseries
of military leaders in his fight against
mjustice, headed a “walk for justice”
three days before his death

T —




LAGOS — The president of
Nigeria’s striking blue-col-
lar o1l umon Nupeng said
today he expected military
ruler San1 Abacha to ban
the 150 000-strong union-
when he addressed the na-
tion this evening

Wariebe Agamene said “We

are watching with keen inter-
est” q

A semor government official -

said yesterday General Aba-

I]IIII!

Nigerian

cha’s broadcast would “address
the strike by Nupeng and Pen-
gassan”

“No responsible leader
watches his country’s base be-
ing ruined and takes no ac-

o o

tion,”} the official said

ﬁmvmum
counterpart Pengassan, On
strike for six weeks to force

—_—

and 1ts white-collar -
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the government to free opposi-
tion politician Moshood Abiola,
would meet later {o review ac-.
tion, Mr Agamene said

Last week Nupeng said 1t

would respond violently to a
ban

n“mcnwsaﬂmﬂ:mﬁﬁnw rw%-
pen 1f we are proscribed,” Mr
Agamene said today

His union was prepared to

remain on strike for as long as

necessary, he said

“The strike can go on for as

long as government remains
deaf,” he said

- Mr Abiola, who 1s widely be-

lieved to have won last year’s
annulled presidential election,
proclaimed himself president

[(1'Unions set for confrontation if they are b

227

ed today

in June and was arrested on a
charge of treason

General Abacha’s govern-
ment may also face a renewed
general strike by the umbrella
Iabour federation over its fail-
ure to drop the charge against
Mr Abiola as 1t promised to do
yesterday

Instead of quashing the
charge when the case resumed

-

H

oil strike crisis deepens

in the capitali Abuja, the pre-
siding judge abruptly -stepped
down, dashing all hopes of a

quick end to Nigeria’s worst
political crisis

The strikes have crippled Ni-
gerian indusiry and transport
and led o a fall in production
and exports of crude oil, 1its
main foreign exchange earner
The crisis has also sparked r1- |
ots and raised fears of violence
along ethnme lines — Reuter




J

unions, say
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LAGOS — The ledaders ¢f Ni-
geria’s o1l workers’ unions,
sacked by mibtary rulér San1_
Abacha 1n a clampdown on
their' six-week-old strike, said
today they would press on with
the crippling stoppage

“We are gomng underground
to continue with the strike The
strike has not been called off”
said Warieb1 Agamene, 'sacked
president of the main o1l work-
€rs union Nupeng

His counterpart in the whte-
collar union Pengassan, Bola
Owodunny, said “We are still
forging ahead with our strike
and we are going to 'contest
Abacha’s action 1n court,”

General 'Abacha, 1n a broad-
cast last.mght, dismissed the
executiives' of the two unions
and of the umbrella Nigeria
Labour Congress The govern-
ment 1S appointing admmustra
tors to run the unions ’

Today, hundreds of people
marched through the'streets of
the northern Nigerian seity of
Kaduna 1n protest against Gen-

eral Abacha’s decision:

The o1l umons wané oppos:-
tion politician Moshood, Abiola,
widely believed to have won
last year’s -annulled presiden-
tral vote, freed from jail and
installed-as president - -

Their strike has choked off
fuel supghes and cut:thefexport
of crude oi1l, Nigeria’s. main
Source of foreign’ exéhahge —
Sapa-Reuter
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ngenan labour leadership ou

LAGOS — Nigena's military
ruler said yesterday he was
dissolving the leadership
councils of the nation’s three
major labour groups

These 1nclude the two o1l
unions that have waged a dev-
astating strike aimed at top-
pling him

The harsh move by General
Sani1 Abacha, who seized
power from a civilian head of

state 1n November, 1s the iat-
est escalation 1n a showdown
between the military and a
growing opposition movement

In a speech broadcast na-
fionally, Gen Abacha said he
was ousting the executive
counciis of the two national o1l
unions and the Nigerian La-
bour Council, which repre-

sents five million 1ndustrial
workers

He said he was replacing
them with military-appointed
administrators

01l union leaders who have
been anticipating such a ban
have warned they would react
violently by organising an un-
derground resistance to the
government

Protesters firebombed two
mansions belonging to the la-
bour minister, witnesses said,

9

slgn in s fight
for democra{:y 15 tu mg vm-
lent %

The att ack m:q‘t*‘-i

came after trade unmr}
leaders said they were Ieylew-
ing their suspensiod uﬁ
general strike for demucramy
Last week, the home of
Transport Mimister Mr Eben-
ezer Babatope was struck by a
grenade biast — Sapa-AP
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LAGOS. — Nigeria’s military register for work w W deliv and cut ofl output
sovernment — fighting a six- to being offered jobs. ' about 20 percent.
week-old sirike by 0il workers Police also sealed off key The National Democratic
— has called up retired il sec- trade union buildings i Lagos. Coalition, the main opposition
tor employees, state radio said The vital oij] industry has - group supporting Chief Abiola,
today, beén hit hard by the strike — said there would be no econom-

Military ruler Sanj Abacha demanding the release and in- {e progress in Nigeria until the
earlier sacked the leaders of stallation of Moshood Abiola as winner of last year’s annulled
the oil unions as wel] ag those president, election was installed as head
of the central lahour federation O1l minister Dop Etiebet of state,
and appointed administrators yesterday urged oil workers to The Campaign for Democra-
to run the affairs of the unions. return to work by Monday, cy, an alliance of groups, urged

The radio said laboyr minis- The sacked union Jeaders' the oil workers not to back
ter Samuel Ogbemudia had dj- have vowed to continue the down and called for stepped-up

rected former oil officials to strike, which has disrupted fuel street protests. — Reuter.




Oil strikers &
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kle back to

LAGOS — Some of Nigena’s
striking o1l workers returned to
their jobs today for the first
time since their pro-democracy
stoppage began more than six
weeks ago

O1ul industry officials said 1t
was too early to assess wheth-
er the strike had been broken
by mulitary ruler Sam Abacha
who sacked leaders of the o1l
unions last week and ordered
thewr members back to work

“There are a few more peo-
ple here today than for some
time,” said a spokesman for a
major ou-producing company

“We are still assessing the
situation It f{akes time,” said
another

Police yesterday detained
five strike leaders, including
Frank Kokori, the sacked gen-
eral secretary of the main o1l
union Nupeng

Mr Kokor has been a power-
ful force behind the six-week-
old strike aimed at forcing the
mulitary to hand over power to
presidential claimant Moshood
Abiola, who 1s on trial for trea-
son

Wariebr Agamene, sacked
president of the union, said yes-
terday that Mr Kokor1 was ar-
rested on Saturday

The strikers were dismissed
by General Abacha last
Wednesday with leaders of an-
other o1l unton and the umbrei-
la labour federation

The strike has put pressure
on General Abacha, who selzed
power in November during the
confusion caused when the pre-

vious military regime annulled
a June 1993 presidenfial elec-
tion which Mr Abiola was be-
lheved to have won

Mr Abola was arrested after
declaring himself president in
June His detention provoked
street protests as well as the
strikes and in a broadcast last
week General Abacha threat-
ened tough action agamnst his
opponents

Nearly a dozen people were
arrested 1n a nationwide swoop
on Friday

Among them was Anthony
Enahoro, 71, vice-chairman of
the National Democratic Coali-
tion (Nadeco)

Others were a former deputy
state governor Cornelius Ade-
bayo, a Nadeco chieftamn and
two aides of Mr Abiola — his
spokesman Fred Eno and Ade-
mola Adeniji-Adele

In his broadcast, General
Abacha ordered the striking o1l
workers back to work Offering
no concessions, he made clear
his government would not stop
Mr Abiola’s treason trial

“Something must give this
week,” said a spokesman for

Nadeco, which backed Mr
Abiola’s presidential campaign

General Abacha said he was
taking stern action because the
government could not allow
the economy to be runed

01l exports contribute more
than 90 percent of Nigeria's
foreign exehange earmings and
the strike has reduced crude o1l
output by about 20 percent —
Sapa-Reuter
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Oil strikers defy Lagos regime

LAGOS. — Nigeria’s striking
011 workers appear to be defy-
ing a,government order to re-

turn to their jobs, officials said
today(227 ) ARG 24f8 Y-

“They arénot here,” a senmor

. executive with a major mult:-

b
{

+

national ol firm sard “On Mon-
day.some came in, yesterday
even . fewer “people turned up
-Today-there’s rig! ong.”
‘;Mihtary ruler® Géeneral Sant
" L

P
R
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Abacha, responding to the sev-
en-week stoppage demanding
he frees presidential claimant
Moshood Abiola and cede pow-
er to him, last week sacked the
o1l union leader and ordered
strikers back to work .}

Workers have until tomor-
row to resume or be:sacked
and the government, taking a
hard line, says 1t 1s ready to
employ foreigners to replace
strikers — Reunter
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‘Petrol strik
|Wwanes in Lagos

. 111:.@1(’}08” The effects of
twosmonth-old ‘strike
by 'ngerl‘an 01l workers
demangdjug' the release
of presidential claimant
Mr Mué’hnnd Abiola
were' wanmg yesterday
althuugh‘ leaders of the
action said the stoppage
was still on
! The lnng queues for

the most visible evi-
dence of the strike 1n the
cities, appeared to be
| getting shorter

Taxti drivers said the
wait .was now dﬂwn to
two hours - Sapa-Reu-

petrol at pump stations, |



Nigerian qil uni
disagreélgi)%ﬁst q

LAGOS — The sacked leaders of Nigeria’s striking
otl unions were divided yesterday over whether a
two-month-old walkout in support of presidential
claimant Mr Moshood Abiola had been suspended

“There 1s a2 meeting tomorrow to decide whether
or not to suspend the sirike, and until then 1t 1s
wrong to say the strike has been suspended,” said
Mr Milton Dabibi, secretary-general of the white-
collar o1l union Pengassan

Earlier, the union’s spokesman, Mr Arthur Ono-
viran, said executives of both Pengassan and 1its
junior blue collar partner Nupeng, who were
sacked 1n mid-August by military ruler General
San1 Abacha, had decided to suspend the strike




LLAGOS — Thousands of o1l
workers returned to their posts
today, abandoning a two-month
strike for democracy hours be-
fore union leaders Were to
meet to discuss suspending the
protest for lack of public sup-
port

The collapse of the strike
signalled a victory for General
Sam Abacha’s mihtary regime
and its harduine tactics

“We are fully back at work
today,” said Dij1 Egwao)e,
spokesman for Shell-Nigeria

Hundreds of frustrated o1l
workers returned to work last
week and reports indicated
nearly all of the 100 000-strong
petroleum workforce were at
their posts this morning

“We have done our best,” Ar-
thur Onoviran, spokesman for
one of the striking unions, sald.
“We knew when 1t started that
it was up to all Nigerians to
save the country and not the o1l
workers alone”

The strikers demanded Gen-
eral Abacha surrender power
to Moshood KO Abiola, the
man widely beheved to have
won the annulled 1993 presi-
dential election

® The respected Nigerian
Medical Association said Mr
Abiola was critically 111 m jail,
with severe high blood pres-
sure and excruciating paih
from neurological and Mmuscu- |
lar-skeletal ailments

The 10 000-strong assoclation
warned that 1f Mr Abola was
not released for treatment by
Saturday they would consider
“appropriate exceptional meas-
sures” — believed to mean
strike action — Sapa-AP
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Nigerian lecturers go on strike— ' 1 L
T L )it ! N
Lagos — Lecturers m Nigerian tniversities Fad Begtrran mdefinite strike

to press for better working condrhions, unon officials said yesterday The
strikers are demanding that the government review the agreement 1t
signed with the union m September 1992 The agreement was based on
conditions of service, improved funding and autonomy status for the
uruversities

Uruon officials sard teachers m nearly all of Nigerta’s 38-universihes
were taking part i the strike, which began on Taesday Lecturers at the
Unuversity of Lagos, however, said they were not partaipating m the
achion because of therr disagreement with the national body, the
Academuc Staff Uruon of Unversities

According to Asist Asobre, the president of the uruon, Nigerian lectur-
ers earn apout 3 000 naira (about R147) a month, one of the lowest rates m
Africa Last week, the military government set up an independent erght-
man commuttee fo negotiate with the unton — Reuter
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FROM REUTER

Lagos -—— Workers at Nigeria’s
petroleum resources depart-
ment, which processes export
documents for o1l shipments,
have threatenetl to go on strike
from tomorrow if the backlog of
their salaries was not paid, ol
minisfry sources sald on
Tuesday

“They have told the nunisier
of petroleum resources they wili
strike 1f their January pay 18 not
forthcommg by Friday,” a mm-
1stry official said

“The mimster 1 working to
resolve the situation,” he said

The petroleum resources de-
partment’s staff had been un-
happy simce last summer when
the Nigerian military govern-
ment contracted outside mspec-

1
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erian oil ministry work

Dunlop closes Lagos plant after riots

Lagos — Nigerian tyre manu-
facturer Dunliop said yesterday
that it had closed ifs factory fol-
lowing a disruphion by some ©
s workers .

The company said in a
statement that it took the ac-
tion on Tuesday after some of
its 1000 staff molested and
intimidated management over
a recent pay increase for the
workers.

“Management is quite sur-
prised that the salary mcrease,
which was a management int-
hative to improve the workers’

tors to check o1l shipments after
allegations of overloading
tankers to rob the government of

standard of living, is being
used by dissatisfied workers,
who are being instigated by ex-
ternal forces to disrupi the
company’s operations,” the
company said.

Local newspapers saud riot
police were called into the com-
pany’s factory on the ouiskirts
of Lagos,

They quoted a spokesman
for the staff umon as saying
they were offercd increases of
between 20 percent and 40 per-
cent, msfead of the 100 percent
they had demanded,

oil revenues The official said
salaries from January for the pe-
troleum resources depariment

ers threaten to strike
(22 er(ph)2? 2197

1

workers were pending It was ex-
pected they would be paid along
with those for this month

The o1l unions had been
powerless since 1994, when
General San1 Abacha’s military
government sacked and de-
tained thelr leaders over a two
month strike 1n support of
presidential claimant Moshood
Abiola

“The strike threat involves
the petroleum resources depart-
ment staff and not unions,” the
official said

He said 1t was not clear
whether o1l exports would be
disrupted 1f the strike ma-
terialised

“It 1s possible there are
other staff who can take over
documentation but we have to
wait and see,” the official said

o




ILO cites SiX nations
including Swaziland

pD 20 B éﬂ%ﬁg
GENEVA — S and 1s one of 8ix co es cited
for labour abuses by the International Labour Or-
ganigation (ILO) H%I:Ecatmn of standards committee.

Inits report to this year’s ILO conference 1n Gene-
va, the committee “determined that the nonapplica-
t1on by Iran, Myanmar, Morocco, Nigeria, Sudan and
Swaziland of fundamental international labour stan-
dards, mcluding through forced labour, discrimina-
tion and demal of the right to orgamse, were a cause
of special concern”, the organisation said.

Under the heading “Swaziland — C87 Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to Organise
Convention,” the commuttee noted with concern that
provisions of Swaziland’s Industrial Relations Act
“contained provisions that violated the fundamental
principles of Freedom of Association, despite a direct
contacts mussion undertaken to the country in Oc-
tober 1996 °

“In response to accusations of an overall climate of
fear and intimidation (relating to ) trade union ac-
tivity, meluding such acts as violence against, and
admimustrative dissolution of, trade union organisa-
tions, the committee expressed 1ts deep concern for
the numerous and major discrepancies between na-
tional law and practice on the one hand, and the pro-
visions of ILO Convention 87 on the other,” the or-
gamsation said

The committee urged Swaziland’s government to
respéct the civil liberties essential to implementation
of the convention “and to take all measures necessary
to eliminate the restrictions on the right of workers to
constitute orgamsations of their free choice, to hold
meefings and to demonstrate y-

The committee cited three of the six countries —
Myanmar, Nigeria and Sudan — as cases of “con-
tinued failure to 1mplement ratified conventions”
However, the commitiee “also noted with satisfaction
that in a number of cases, including many involving
basic ‘human rights, governments had introduced
changes to their law and practice” *

In response to serious and long-standing accusa-
trons, of forced and slave labour in Sudan, the com-
mittee said- “The accusations against Sudan involve
trading in slaves and the imposition of slavery, servi-
tude-and forced labour on ;EDPIE from the Dinka,
Shilluk and Nuer tribes and the tribes of the Nuba
mountamns in southern Sudan.”

Commuttee members cited evidence from witness-
es and first-hand accounts which testified to gross
humén rights abuses encouraged or directly inflicted
by the Sudanese government and its security forces

“The commuitee said it had often been called upon
to respond to the accusations that forced labour was
being 1mposed with the compheity or indifference of
the government and that the same allegations had
been made 1n the various
reports of the Umted Na-
t10n5 Special Rapporteur
on the situation m Su-
dan, “and 'm comments
made:by the World Con-
federation of Labour,”
the statement said

-

On Iran, the ILO saud
that in the commttee
hearihgs, 1t was alleged
the “Islamic Republic of
Iran continued to prac-
tise systematic discrimi-
nation in employment on
the basis of sex, religion
and political opimion® In
hght of the grawity of the
accusations, the commit-
tee strongly urged Iran’s
government to accept a
direct; »contacts mission
as soon as possible.

Regarding Morocco,
the committee said 1t “re-
grettdd with deep con-
cern the large number of
complaints concerning
measures of antiomon
discrmination and -
terference 1n trade union
activities, despite the
government having, un-
dertaken to submut a
draft labour code to par-
liamept in order to bring
Morocco’s legisiation in-
to full conformity” with
the rejevant convention.

Nigeria was cited in a
specigl paragraph for
nonopservance of Free-
dom of Association and

ion of the Right to
ise, and for contin-
failure to implement

the relevant convention.
mmm m]led
on Nigerian govern-
ment to accept without
gy a direct contacts
mission to examine the
trade union situation mn
that Tcountry, mcluding
the’situation of 1mpris-
oned union leaders, the

ILOsaid,-— Sapa
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ployees of French oil
company EHf Petro-
leum had gone on
strike m Lagos and
the southern city of
Port Harcourt to pro-
test over working con-

~ . ditions;-sources close
to the company said.

| The sources said the em-

| &\plnyees, whose main

-

pe i&‘over salaries,
i@”ﬁ;ﬁr& occupied the ad-
mnistrative offices of
athe company in both
cities since Monday
Q) and refused entry to
foreign employees.
The strikers beheve that
working conditions
are mfluenced nega-
tively by the large
number of furm%n
workers employed by
the company, local
newspapers said.
| Reports said the compa-
ny’s ol production
had so far not been af-
fectedbythestrike
Company officials were
unavailable for com-
| ment.-——S__a_pa-AFP. *
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Elf employees on strike over sq Qies I ]O}

Nizerian emplovess ot the French GLL oMo B P Gleum had
Launched a strtice 11 Lacos and th stthern oty of Port Harcourt
to protest azainst work mg conditiens «ources dloge fo the « QYT 3
ny sdud yesterd 4y

['he sorces - wid the employees whose mam ULIPE 1S 0%t g
~alur 1t~ had occupred the ndmmistrative offices of the t ompany
11 huth cities sinece Monday and wore ctusing «niry to foreie;
cmployees he strihers holies e e vl e s eonditions were
hegatvely mtluenced by the 1 iree niahor af 41 n; morortor
enploy TH 0 ipany Joc q) NeWsSpAD s said Piess reports of
sard the companyv s il production had <o far not been affoetod I

the strike Company officials were unavadable for «omment
Sapa AP Loagos




Nigeria,
Kingsley Kubeyinje Qa

LAGOS — Nigera akd its nekt-
door neighbour, Benin, are in
desperate search of competent mn-
ternational managers to run
therr two ailing jont-venture
companies

The two parastatal firms,
Omgbolo Cement Company
(OCC) and Save Sugar Company
(58C), shut since 1996, need
what competent industry sources
dfﬁmbed as “an urgent survival
pall”,

Nigena and Benin are, there-
fore, 1n search of reputable mter-
national companies to take over

9%

anage them on
lease agreement basis

Benmin’s mdustry mimistry and
small-scale enterprises, on be-
half of the owner-governments,
have begun scouting for interest-
ed international management or-
gamsations that will run the two
sick firms

Both OCC and SSC are mn
Benin

They were estabhshed 1n the
1970s with funds largely prowvid-
ed by the Nigenan government,
m the era of 1ts o1l boom, 1n the
spirit of regional integration and
bilateral harmony

If managers are eventually se-

enin de Sp jg?te for managers

cured for the firms, the lessee will

be required to pay the two owner
governments fixed amounts
yearly.,

The two moribund companies
have enormous subregional mar-
ket potential, given their proxim-
ity to Nigenia, Africa’s most pop-

ous nation,

With an asset base put at 7,5~
ballion naira, the OCC has an in-
stalled capacity of 500 000 tons of
cement yearly

In 1993 it was recommended
for offer to private investors
when 1its capacity utilization
plummeted to 20%, amid mount-
ing credators’ blls,
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Lagos sends.a message cx%%mwbm C

Hilary Andersson hﬁ@&.v

LAGOS — The Nigenan military govern-
ment’s move to scrap three major decrees
bannmng trade union activity 15 aimed at
proving to the internmaifional commumty
that 1t 18 serious about democratic reform,
and seeks to reconcile aggrieved groups 1m
the country.

Tuesday’s announcements have been
widely welcomed because the decrees had
mn effect erippled Nigera’s trade umons for
the past four years

A decree passed 1n 1994, which has now
been repealed, had scrapped the national
executive? councils of n_wm two major o
unions, while another decree had dissolved
the Nageria Labour Congress

a n

L)

The draconmian decrees were passed by
the late Gen Sam Abacha to crush the po-
htical strikes of 1994, held as a protest
against annulment of the 1993 elections.

Key union leaders, inciudihg ‘Frank
Kokor: and Milton Dababi, were imprisoned
in the Abacha era, and have only recently
been released by the new government

At the same time as repealing the anti-
union decrees, Nigenia’s military leader
Gen Abdulsalam Abubakar maugurated
the country's new electoral commssion at a
ceremony i Abuwja

Abubakar called on commassion mem-
bers to ensure that elections were held 1n a
free and fair atmosphere He reiterated the
government’s ptromise to hand over power
to a caavihian administration next May

urbs on unions

In eight other decrees also passed on
Tuesday, the new government formahsed

.1ts scrapping of Abacha’s entire political

transition programme and all elections held
under him over the pasttwoyears -

Within the next two weeks the mihtary
is expected to announce a precis€ fimetable
for fresh. elections, and eventually new po-
litical parties will be registered by the elec-
toral commission.

The government has taken sigmificant
mﬁm%m towards ushermg 1n a new democracy
and 1ts transition programme has won the
support of all major sections of political
opinion in the country, even though a dum="
ber of tough military decrees — including a. |,
decree which allows for indefinite detention.
without trial — stall remain m place.
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naira approved fi
federal workegs >
While the federal gov-
ernment has approved
5 200 naira monthly for
11:9 least-pard worker, 1t
“recommended” 2 800
naira for the lowest-paid
empluyee m the Etate
gu lic service. Until now
oth federal and state
workers were earning
equal pay, with the min-
imum bemg 1 200 naira
mﬂﬂltlﬂg thy Ty QAN et
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than 600 000: state e ?-: f
ployees hegau ah*mde +{ F
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restive workers who had '
earher gone on the ram-
page to demand parity of
pay with federal work-
ers Rivers public ser-
vants argue that 1t would
be unfair for them to

- earn less than their col-
leagues in the federal
service, smce ther state 11
smgle-handedly pro- | |
duces about 40% of the ! |
national wealth
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Across the country
state governments are
throwing open their ac-
count books to convince
workers that they can-
not even pay the “recum—
mended” 2800 naira
without increased sub-
vention from the federal
government.

Lagos Administrator
Col Muhammed Marwa
said while the state
earned only 930-millhion
haira mﬂnthl it would
require 85011:1 narra of it
to pay the new salary
structure for employees.
J Sapa-AFP reports
that . N:l erian Labour
Iuhmster Emmanuel
Udogwu will meet the
bosses of the country’s
main trade unons to dis-
cuss “democratising” the
national labour move-

ment’s umbrella body,
radio reports said

Udogwu will

meet

| leaders of the labour

movement today to dis-
cuss how to best recon-
stitute the leadership of
the Nigena Labour
Cnngress dissolved by
the *late dictator Gen
Sam Abacha, the nation-
al radio said

Dafferent factions
within the labour move-

ment disagree on how
the body should be run
and alsu nn who should
be represented in 1ts

leadership
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LAGOS — A major labour crisis may soon
engulf Nigenia as the nation’s umbrella
labour body, the Nigeria Labour
Congress, has given the federal govern-
ment 10 days m winch to conclude talks
with 1t or face the workers’ wrath

Two issues which labour wanis re-
solved mn two weeks are a proposed cut m
the pay of public servants and a 127% hike
1 the price of petrol

Rising from a cructal meeting in Lagos,
the leaders of the 29 industrial umons af-
fihated to the central labour body con-
demned n “its entirety” government’s de-
cision to reduce the salaries of public ser-
vants and the mncrease m the price of
petroleum products

Under the proposed pay cut owing to

gle%mmg earmings from crude oil sales,
g
i i

ue st

Labour leadegs issue Stgf AR &

home 3 000 narra, down from the 5 200
naira approved last September '

Godwin Wokeh, the chairman of the
congress's caretaker commitiee, said
Nigerian public servants were the “poor-
est paid workers™ in the world and did not
deserve the type of treatment bemg met-
ed to them by the government |

Nigerian public servants have urged:
the government not to tamper with theur 1
pay, msisting that even the minimum |
5 900 naira was enough to meet their’
growing demands ,

The hike mn the prices of petroleum!
products has also drawn the ire of Nige--
rians The people took to the streeis in,
massive street demonstrations 1 the f1- |
nancial capital, Lagos, last Monday to,
protest aganst the hike, which they said !
had resulted in price 1nCreases !
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” ngerlan
pay rise t

ABUJA - The Nigeri government
late on Saturday struck a pay deal wath
public “sector trade untons averting a
nationwide strike planned for today,
representatives of the two sides said n
a jomf statement

Under the terms of the deal, the
government agreed to a new mnimum
wage for federal workers of 3 500 naira
(R240) a month and 3 000 naira (R210)
for state and local government workers,
backdated to January 1

“In view of this agreement, all on-
gomg strike actions mn the states and
local governments are hereby called off
while the contemplated nationwide
strike action called by Nigeria Labour
Congress for today 18 hereby put off,”
they said in the statement

The deal came after months of
arguing over what even military ruler
General  Abdulsalamn . Abubakar
adritted was the “poverty level” of

rk Is get

V It S
public sec erér m% m:? ?

Last September, Abubakar himself
announced a long-awaited increase wn
the federal mimmum wage to 5 200
naira (R450), with other increases
promused for state workers

But, citing a collapse 1n o1l revenue,
he withdrew the increase at the end of
the year saying the government could
not afford 1t

The states meanwhile said they
could not afford almost any increase,
arguing they have too many people on
the payroll, many of them “ghost
workers” and too little revenue coming
m from the federal government, to pay
higher wages

Exasperated, the Nigerta Labour
Congress (NL.C), the mamg trades
umon umbrella group, last .week
announced plans for a neﬂenmde gen—
eral strike starting today 1f no deal was
struck — Sapa-AFP
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Nigeria strike threa

Lagos - The Nigena
Labour Congress (NLC),
the main trade unions’
federation, has Iaunched
a strike over a minmmum

wage and said 1t expects
“solid support” m two

thairds of Nigeria’s 36
states, ‘

The NLC last' week
called for a strike to
press for applicabion of
an agreed minimum
wage which the govern-
ments of 24 states say
they cannot afford to pay

However 12 states, 1n-
cluding the economic
capital Lagos and o1l-
prodiucing , Delta,
Bayelsa and Rivers in
the south all agreed to
pay the new wages /

(a9

largest and most power-
ful trade union, called
for a strike last week to
begin a month after 1t
suspended a planned

nationwide sirike
The unmion suspended

that earhier strike after
an eleventh-hour agree-
ment with the .govern-
ment on the new mini-
mum wage for federal
workers of 3500 naira
(about R235) and 3000
naira (about R205) for
state workers

“But to date, 24 states

, have mot 1mplemented

the new wage and public
sector workers have
walted long enough,”
NLC president Adams
Oshiomole saxd — Sapa-

The NI:C, Pigerla’s] qi-'iri,-‘ I
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Nigerian minimum pay a ‘slave wage’: The
minimum wage being demanded by public sector
workers on strike 1 Nigena 1$ a “slave wage”, former
Kaduna State governor Abdulkadri Balarabe Musa
sard at the weekend. The public sector strike mn Nige-
r1ia™— to press for demands that state governments
must pay a negotiated mimimum of $33 dollars a
mo gx %g)all workers — entersits third week
(AAFT erabldlad . .
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Nigeria’s "
teachers
on gene

ML

\Strike (47

I.agos — Thousands of
schools across Nigeria

- have been closed by
1 Ntrlke action as teachers

k

Oy

\

oimed other public

workers 1 pressing the
overnment to pay a
new public minumnum
wage

This week’s strike
adds weight to a general
public-sector strike
launched to force pay-
ment of the minimum
wage

The labour unrest
comes at a difficult time,
just weeks ahead of the
May 29 handover by the
military government to
a civilian regime after
more than 15 years of
mihitary rule

A striking teacher
who declined to give his
name said all teachers
would stay on strike
until told otherwise by
their union, the Niger-
1an Union of Teachers
{(NUT) .

The. teachers are
demanding a 3 000 naira
(R198) wage, a

- R66 1ncrease, agreed for

all public sector workers
onMarch13.

However, Babs Ani-
mashaun, president of
the National Parent
Teacher Association of
Nigeria, said teachers
should allow govern-
ment more time to pay -
Sapa-AFP
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Thousands to be dismissed before May 29

Nigeria s tai't‘s

civil s

FROM A

Abua - Nigeria’s outgomng mili-
tary government had begun a
programme of sweeping job-cuts
- 1n the bloated public sector, gov-
ernment o

They said the job cuts started _
after Gidado Idriss, the secretary

Q‘ 5‘&7’ (pR)2Al+ ‘77

. been dlsmlssed alnng with 40 at

* the Nigertan Shippers Council
Dismissal notices had also

gone otit at the mimistries of avi-

ation, * communication and
health, officials said -

icials said yesterday *7' Staff at other ministries were

also believed to have received dis-
" missal letters, while more dis-

to the government of the federa- *t'missals had been reported at

tion and Nigeria’s top civil
servant, sent a circular two weeks
ago to all ministries and paras-

tatals ordermg them to make 1m-

mediate cuts 1 staffing.

The dismassals, whach could
run mnto the thousands, were sup-
posed to be 1mplemented before
the military handover to the
country’s mcoming civilan gov-
ernment on May 29, officials said.

The memo said all those who
had done more than the maxi-
mum allowed 35 years of service,
those with “declining productivi-
ty” and those with bad work
records should be disrmssed

Already this week, almost
1 000 employees Had received
dismissal notices at the mimstry
of the federal capital territory,
Abuja. At the same time, 285 ok

the 715 employees of the Abwa

Environmental Protection Board
were handed dismaissal notices,
Ninety-one staff at the Na-

Nitel, the state telecomrmunica-
tions firm, and other parastatals

! Ismalla Usman, the finance

minmster, said last week that major
job cuts were mevitable with the
decision to 1mplement public
sector pay rises and reform
. “The current size of the civil

service 18 no longer sustanable,
hence sxpenditure, restructur-
1ng and civil service reform
should go hand-in-hand,” he
said

Public sector unions are
already on strike in many states
across the country to force the
payment of the mmimum wage
agreed m March, but not imple-
mented 1 states which claim a
shortage of funds

Umion leaders, who accept the
need for dismissals of ghost
workers and other “dead wood”
in the public service, warned on
Tuesday that they would extend
the strike to the private sector if

tional Maritime Authority had sweeping job cuts were made 5

|
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nance,..awatmn ﬂnd trans- 2,

tatal Nitel recently or- r
.dered dozenstogohome .|
.-Three weeks ago the_
main trades umon federa-
tmn the ngerm Labnur{
nCnngress called:a’ public,
sector strike in 24 states to
push demands for,the min-
mum wage ” agreecl m”f'*'!1
March The union called a )
general strike starting on'd
Thhrsday if the 5tates
‘réfuse to cnmply and says‘*
' the'strike will° go 'on’until 4
all states order, payment "Iie
' Many' states *say that{:*“
)
pussnble fur them to pay,
the mcreases The mam‘*ﬁ
' Nigerian teachers’ trade?”
umion has ]mned the ac-*

tion —Sapa-AFP AR
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“ngerlan labout ﬁtjargets Asiah firms

I(mgsley I(uheym]e ('22:-7)

LAGOS “""ngena s powerful co-ordinat-
g labour body, the Nigena Labuur
Congress, has denounced Asian-owred
companies mn the country for keepmg
the bulk of their workers labelled as “ca-
sual labourers”

The congress, which represents all
29 organised labour bodies i the coun-
try, has established a committee to fight
this trend that denies many basic
rights The congress says it 1s geanng
up to fight for the “proper restitution” of
wages 1n the pnivate sector

It 1s beheved that more than 40% of
Nigerians in paid jobs are casuals, while
Asian firms have up to 90% of therr
workiorce employed as casuals

Congress president, Adams Osh-
1omwhole, says Asian employers will be
the key “target” of the committee, ?l-

f

though Lebanese and Syrian compames

- also employ an mappropnately high

proportion of casual workers

He names some’big hotels, brew-
enes and textile firms as major culpnts

Adams says the congress will not tol-
erate “foreigners converting Nigenan
workers mnto slaves whose services can
be done away with at will”

He claims that rather than give Nige-
rians permanent and pensionable em-
ployment, many Asian managers keep
workers classified as casual employees
to block unions from calling them out
on stnke to press for better service con-
ditions

Adams deplores the lack of contrac-
tual terms for casuals, and says labour
unions will fight business on the 1ssue

Asian-owned businesses play'an 1n-
fluential role 1n Nigena and operate in
almost all sectcirs olthe ecnnﬂmy
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