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Banda ... appeal for politi-
cal groups to co-operate
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Blantyre — President Kamuzu
Banda has declared 1994 a year
of forgiveness, reconciliation and
tolerance and offered amnesty to

members of the Malaw1 Young

Pioneers who have fled into Mo-
zambique to escape bemng dis-
armed by the Malawi army

The Young Pioneers, the once-
feared youth organisation that
was used by Banda’s ruling Ma-
law1 Congress Party (MCP) as its
enforcement arm, were smashed
in 2 confrontation with the army
in November.,

Many fled into Mozambique,
where they are reported to have
been given shelter in bases of
the former rebel movement, Ren-

reconciliation

Fhiag

amo, which operated partly out
of Malawi during the Mozambi-
can civil war

In his statement, the president

said alt political groups m Ma-
law1 should fﬂm to tolerate op-

position =Y

“We must co-operate with
each other for the good of the
nation,” said Banda, who had
ruthlessly suppressed all opposi-
tion for years until forced by for-
ergn pressure to hold a referen-
dum last year m which Malawi-
ans voted overwhelmingly for
multiparty democracy

As a result, the MCP govern-
ment set an election for May and
1S now campaigning vigorously
to be returned to power through
the ballot box
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Blantyre — A reiired Malawi
police marksman has claimed
that he helped kil four govern-
ment Ministers more than 10
years ago and implicated Pre-
sident Kamuzu Banda's adminis-
{ration in the murders

Lazaro Chakwiya told the Na-
tion newspaper in an wmterview
published yesterday that he
used a revolver to kill Minisiers
Dick Matenie, John Sangala and
David Chiwangg.

He said another marksman,
whom he identified only as Li-
kaomba, had difficulty kilhng the
other Minister, Aaron Gadama,
who was a big man, and had to
finish him off by stabbing him m
the neck twice with a bayonet
after shooting him several fimes.

Chakwiya said he did not
know the motive behnd the kill-
g of the four Mimsters, but
said he was obeying orders irom
police headquarters “Orders
were orders and had to be car-
ried out,”* he said.

The four Ministers mys-
teriously-disappeared on May 17
1083.after “attending & sittmg of
Parliament in the southern town
of Zomba. ¢
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FAMILIES of four
leaders, officially said
to have died in a car
accident, believe they
were murdered and
demand an inquiry

M

Two days later police an-
nounced on state radio that the
Ministers had died in a road ac-
cldent m Mwanza, a district bor-
dering Mozambique in the south-
west For the next decade, the
government maintained silence

But many Malawans believed
the four were murdered for polii-
ical reasons, with one theory
bemng that they had refused to
earry out an order by Banda.

halowiya said a semor police
officer 1dentified as Kadya fired
g flare to provide hght as the
Ministers wers shot m Mwanza
distriet, 60 km from the commer-
cial capital of Blantyre

“After the shooting we cleared
the place of bullet casings,” he
saxd.

Kadya 1s said to have told
them “Don’t tell anyone what

ation implicated

rd
you have seem\‘to/d;y or you will
be 1 trouble.”

The bodies were pui m a
white civihan vehicle and pushed
down a slope to make it look like
an accident, Chakwiya said.

With the recent lLiberalisation
of Malawi's repressive political
chmate, the fammlies of the dead
men and newly formed opposi-
tion parhes have renewed calls
for an investigation, and the
deaths have become a major
campaign issue before elections
m May.

Justice Minister Lovemore
Munlo recently said there was
no evidence to warrant an inqui-
ry, but family members have
said they can confirm that the
bodies bore bullet wounds when
they were returned to thewr
homes for burial,

In a letter 1ssued on Sunday,
the fammly members sad ‘that
their call for an 1mquiry was
“purely based on our right to
know the truth” L

“We are determmed to CON-
hnue to press for an mquiry S0
that the rule of law may preval
above selfish pohtical considera-
tions,” they said. — Sapa-AFP
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BLANTYRE., — Malawi announced on the weekend
that it was floating its currency, the kwacha.

Governor Francis Pelekamoyo of the Malawi Re-
serve Bank said foreign exchange controls would be
abolished from today and banks will buy and sell
foreign exchange at rates determined by the market

The currency has had a fixed official rate of 100
kwacha to R7i5 — about $22 to the kwacha

The currency reform ‘s being made at a time of
major political change in Malawi, a country of 9,7m
people with _an ann al per capita income of about
oo =T 1|Z]4C .

A multi-party electioh 1 scheduled in May after a
referendum last June in which voters overwhelming-
1y rejected the one-party system dominated by Presi-
dent Kamuzu Banda since independence 1 1964.

The country is still struggling to recover from
southern Africa’s Severe 1992 drought but foreign
aid, which was held back by Western donors pressing
for political reforms, has started to flow again

The kwacha was devalued twice in 1992, by 15% in
April and 22% in June Inflation was about 30% last
year.

Pelekamoyo said residents would no longer be re-
quired to convert any hard currency they obtain at
authorised banks and will be allowed to purchase
goods and services abroad without authorisation from
the Reserve Bank, except for some financial services.

Exporters and others receiving foreign exchange
on a regular basis will be allowed to open foreigh
currency accounts

Foreign exchange traders will be allowed to open
for business around the counftry.

Malawi residents travelling abroad will be allowed
to buy the equivalent of $3 000 for holiday expenses,
$4 000 for medical expenses and $5 000 for busimness
DUFDASes — SRpPE Penfer=
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BLANTYRE — The Malawi Reserve
Bank said on Saturday that it had
scrapped foreign currency controls
and introduced new measures in the
financial sector.

Reserve Bank governor Franeis Peleka-
moyo said the bank would eliminate ex-
change confrols and introduce a market-
determined exchange rate for the
Malawian kwacha from today.

Foreign exchange outlets would open in
major cities across the country.

Under the new system imports of goods
and services will no longer be subject to
prior approval by the Reserve Bank, with
the exception of some financial services.

Pelekamoyo said under the new regula-
tions, Malaw residents would no longer
have to sell any foreign currency they had
to authorised banks

Exporters and other residents receiving
foreign exchange on a regular basis would
be allowed to open foreign currency ac-
counts, ke said

With effect from today, authorsed
banks would be allowed to buy and sell
foreign exchange at market-determined
rates Malaw residents travelling abroad
would be allowed to buy up to the equiv-

MORE than 30 people were killed mn re-
newed fighting between government
troops and Unita forces in the central An-
golan town of Cwito on Saturday, the state
radio reported yesterday

The radio, monitored by the BBC 1 Jo-
hannesburg, said most of those killed and
mjured were children and the elderly.

Umta forces were using guns and mor-
tars to “decimate Cwito residents and re-
duce the city to ashes”, the radio said.

WORLD

Malawian foreign
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aleni of US$3 000 for holiday expenses,
$4 000 for medical expenses and $5 000 for
business purposes.

President Kamuzu Banda held a refer-
endurn 1n June in which an overwhelming
majority of the country’s 9,7-million peo-
ple voted to end Banda's autocratie, one-
party rule. In its pla Lre wanted a
multiparty democracy. ‘%'Oj

Aid has since started to flow again after
the government announced that the coun-
try’s first multiparty elections were sched-
uled for May.

A combined effect of the freeze on aid
worth $250m, widespread industrial unrest
and the worst drought of the century in
much of southern Africa crippled Malawi's
agricultural-dependent economy.

Businessmen and economists said
Malawi’s inflation had shot up to 80% in
1003 from 12% in 1992,

Business leaders said the resumption of
aid should help breath new life into
Malawi’s export sector, where several fac-
tories were on the verge of closing down.

They had been hit by the unavailability
of raw materials and cuts in lines of credit
by suppliers because of the shortage of
hard currency in the country. — Reuter,

30 killed as Unita artilleryé)}ba?s;c_i Cuito

It said governmen es had sworn to

avenge the death of their commander, Lt-
Gen Alfredo Kussumee " i2.}4

The upsurge in fighting came a few days
after Angola’s state-controlled media said

peace talks with Unita were going well and

making progress )

A UN mediator, too, sard*problems had
been resolved

But the Jornal de Angola warned peace
was still some way off — Reuter.
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Former detainee

now Banda’s deputy

Blantyre — One of Ma
lawi’s most famous politi-
cal priscners, detained
by President Kamuzu
Randa for more than &
decade, was elected vir-
tual suecessor to the ail-

ing presigdent at he
+ O

weekend.

Chakuamba
(58) emerged from a cri-
sis meeting of th i
Malawi Congress Party
(MCP) as the undisputed
leader of a party that has

governed Malawi with

little opposition for the’
past 30 years - - —- -—

Power vacuum

prised his country again
yesterday when an MCP
convention endorsed him
in absentia as iis presi-
dential candidate for the
May 17 general election.

Chakuamba's election
as Banda’'s running mate
was hailed as a timely
move which left no power
vacuum 1n the party.

Propelled to the num-
ber two post in the MCP,
he would automatically
become president in the
event of Banda's Incapac-
ity or death.

“He is a survivor aud
he showed this today,”
an Afriean diplomat said.
“A few months ago he

was just a political pris-
oner known more for his
alleged rebellion. Today
he launches the MCP into
a new but uncertain era.”

Chakuamba was sel-
tenced to 22 years in jail
for plotting to kill Banda,
raler of Malawi since ihe
country's independence
from Britain in 1964, He
was freed last year after
gerving 13 years.

In winning the MCP
vice-presidential post —
the first ever deputy to
Banda — Chakuamba
eclipsed frontrunners
such as Foreign Minister
Hetherwick Ntaba; Re-
gional Affairs Minisier
Robson Chirwa; and John
Tembo, Banda's closest
ally for 30 years. —
Sapa-Reuter-AFP
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BLANTYRE — Malawians who expected

President-Kamuzu Banda to step down

were visibly surpnsed yesterday when 3

conveniion of hyg ruling party endorsed

him as 1its presidential candidate for the
+ May elections {65 fﬁ—? dq :

“I’s a political gamble Given Bar}da;;
old age and poor health, many Malawians
would prefer to vote into oifice ayoung and
CICTEENC president which the Opposition
provides,” a political analyst told AFP

Buttheelection of Gwanda Chakuamba,
who comes from the south, as Banda'sg
running mate, was hailed a5 a timely move
that left no power vacuum 1 the party

“The chorce of Chakuamba creqtes ap

antomatic line of SuccessIon,” sayd a mum
ter, who asked not to be name LSO

government,. %%
A Jﬁﬁfﬁﬁinm developed last Octo-

q. S m]hé&ﬁhcn Banda underwent bram surgery
~“Tead

Ing to the appomtment of g three-man
presidential counc] that ruled on behalf of
Banda t1ll December when he recovered

Many observers have ruled out Banda’s
capability to go on g punishing campaign
four of the country given hig senmlity and
poor health Banda, whose age 1s officially
gtvenas 88, builta personal cult through the
party’s convention which also endorsed
many of his landmark decisions, mcluding
making him Life President of both the party
and government
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BLANTYRE - One of Malawi’s most
famous political prisoners, detained
by President Kamuzu Banda for
more than a decade, stormed back
onto centre-stage’; at the, weekend
when he was elected virtual succes-
sor to the ailing president. . .

Gwanda Chakuamba, 58, emerged
from a crisis meeting in Blantyre of
the ruling Malawi Congress Party as
the undisputed leader of a party that
has governed, Malawi with little op-
position for.the past 30-years.

“Who said.people can’t make a.res-
surection from political death?”
quipped one delegate. ., #

Chakuamba, a tall, bespectacled
and elegant former youth minister,
suddenly found himself propelled to
the number two post in the party and
thus automatic successor as presi-
dent in the event of Banda’s incapac-
ity or death. o ,

“He is a survivor,” an African dip-
lomat said. “A few months ago he was
just a political prisoner. Today he
launches the Malawi Congress Party
into a new but uncertain era.”

Chakuamba was sentenced to 22
years in jail for plotting to kill Banda,
supreme ruler of Malawi since inde-
pendence from Britain in 1984.

He was freed only last year after
serving 13 years, as the democracy
winds of change whipping Africa fi-
nally reached this southern African
nation, virtually cloced to the outside
world by Banda’s autocratic brook-
no-nonsense rule,

‘,-H- :{.-I"'rﬂ.l"

Political prisoner

ABI2] a4,

Banda-

In winning the vice-pmidéﬂtial
post — the first-ever deputy to Banda
— Chakuamba eclipsed political gi-
ants such as Foreign Minister Heth-
erwick Ntaha, Regional Affairs Min-
ister Robson Chirwa, and close
Banda ally John Tembo, . -

Born in Malawi’s populous south.
ern region, Chakuamba joined the
Malawi Congress Party as a youth
and quickly rose through the ranks
until being appointed commander of
the much-feared paramilitary,
Malawi Young Pioneers, disbanded-
last month after.fierce claghes with
the army. © (- |’:]-O_3

At the time of his detention — a
fate shared with scores of others who
dared challenge Banda — he'was a
youth minister and also in charge of
regional development.

Shortly after his release — after a
campaign for democracy by the op-
position — he shocked many. by re-
joining his former party “I hold no
bitterness against anybody,” he said.

Chakuamba was later appointed to
the powerful post of party secretary-
general and, during Banda’s illness
late last year, presided over d three-
member-presidential council running
Malawi, along. with Tembo and
Chirwa He is also interior minister.

But analysts say he faces a tough
task fending off a strong opposition
challenge in Malawn's first post-inde-
pendence democratic elections due
on May 17. — Sapa-Reuter.
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{ 1s an astomshing comeback.

Last year's pohtical prison-
er, Gwanda Chakuamba, is
-this year's running mate and
successor-m-waiting o Kamnzu

once accused of plotting to kill

“Who said people can’t make
& resurrection from political
death?" said a delegate on Sun-
day after & convention of the ruly
ing Malawi Congress Party -

But if ever a party needed a
master of the magical comeback,
it 18 the Malawi Congress Party.

It was trounced by the voters
of this poor nation when, under
pressure from foreign donors, it
sought endorsement for the age-
ing Banda's stern one-party rule
1 a referendum last year.

b
WV Banda’s su

. Ireports Francis Mdlongwa from Blan "@

Banda, the president he was =

?maﬂm analysts have all but

L
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AFTER 13 years in jail, the ruling party’s bmﬁ{.
hope emerged without a trace of bitternes S,

L™ L I

written off its chances of retain-
ing power in May when it faces a
confident opposition in the first
multiparty election sinee inde-
pendence 30 years ago.

- | Banda, who is widely believed
to be in his late 90s, did not ai-
tend the party conference in the
commercial capital Blantyre, but
was unanimously named as
presidential candidate.

The 800 delegates, however,
pimned their hopes on the tall,
bespectacled Interior Minister

Chakuamba. Now 58, he was
onee the rising star of Banda's
Young Pioneers, a much-feared
paramilitary force which was
eventually disbanded after

. elashes with the army

Regarded as a martyr to pres-
idential wrath during his 13

years in prison, he shocked the
opposition when he was freed by
declarmg “I hold no bitterness
against anybody” and rejoining
the MCP. And while Banda was
in South Africa for brain sur-
gery, he re-emerged at the top of

rprise crown prince
] 0

the party leadership

MCP heavyweights were
losers in the leadership stakes
as the conference brought youn-
ger figures into top posts.

“In many ways, the MCP felt
that its hands were tied,” com-
mented a diplomat “It had to
show respect for Banda because
of what he has done for the
couniry, so nominally he will still
head the party But on the other
hand, some might have won-
dered il he was an asset politic-
ally in the new era ™

Chakuamba is seen as a well-
organised leader who could keep
rival MCP factions together Six
opposition parties are lining up
for Malawi's May 17 vote —
Sapa-Reuter
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Wide berth
for Malawi
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N WORST DROUGHT Donors await

ﬂle results of the forthcoming election:

LANTYRE, Malaw1 — Inves-
ters concerned-about Malaw1’s
landmark elections aré'diving a
wide berth to 1ts economy sull

sagging fZ: the wqrst drought

this century
“Many investors &adnpted a wait-
and-see attitude until the election results are
known,” Mr Jerry Jana, head of Malaw1’s
Chamber of Commerce and Industry, said
on Tuesday of the May 17 polls
The small Central African country’s first
democratic elections m 30 years pit the
ruling Malawi Congress Party of ailing
President Kamuzu Banda against six vi-
brant opposition parties m the formerly
one-party state
Janastold Reuters mvestors could have
given a Boost to Malawr’s agricultural-
powered economy, which crashed almost
eight percent duning 1992’s drought that

- - F 3 - — ——

devastated most of Southern Afnca

Although the economy grew 11,1 per-
cent last year —- thanks to modest produc-
tion of 1ts chief export tobacco — the gains
were stunted by a high annual population
growth of 3,5 percent

Inflation up

“Given the fact that tobacco exports are
Iikely to dechine further this year because
rains were late, the recent financial liberah-
sation measures that will push inflaton up,
plus the election factor, we are going to
have a very difficult 1994,” Jana said

A1d donors, who cut off more than R900
million m annual funding m 1992 to press
for political reforms, have reinstated the
aid ‘“The only problem 1s that ald mflows
are taking too long and the cuunl:ty 1S very
short of hard currency,” Jana said —Sapa-
Reuter
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rains were late, the recept financial Iiper.
alisation measyres which will push up 1n-
flation, plus the election factor, we are
Eolng to have g tgv diffyeult 1894, Jana

sald

The Worlg Bank, main backers of
Malaw;’s economie reformg dimed at

boosting growth thrnughcxpurts, has fore-

Bht that devastateq most of Cast growth of 29,
Southern Africg Tobaceo accounts for—g0o, —or export

Although the economy grew 11,1% last earnings of Malaw, 3 country of 87-ml-
year — thanks to modest production of its  Lion People In 1993 farmers prodyceq
chief export, tobacco — “the EalnS were 43 000kg of tobacco ~— down 10 000kg from
stunted by high annual population growth  the previous year, The crop earned $39m
of 3,5% compared with $46,6m; 'in 1992, “Byt this
. “Given the fact that tobaceo €Xportsare  year )n S0me aregas, the Crop I1s a disaster,”
1<h Ffly*ﬁn;,deelme further th;g year because  Japg said — Sapa-Reuter.




Malawu tackl es constitution
BLANTYRE —- The National Cunsnltative Counneil, an

all-party body overseeing Malawi’s transitiun to de- |

out a new constitution for the country.

The constitution is exper:ted to be ready after
tions on May 17. Z2I2N\2

As the talks kicked off in Blantyre, f.ondon-based
Amnesty International urged the council to draft a
constitution enshrining international human rights. It
noted that some amendments had been made to the
cnnstitutinn in November to try to imprave the coun-
try’sf human rights record.

Human rights groups accuse-President Kamuzu
Banda of having preﬂided over the jailing or killin
thousands of nppnnents. - Sapa-Reuter |':|-(5

mocracy, yesterday began three days nft va;'j
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LILONGWE - Ghosts of
Malawi’s violent past have
risen, to stalk politicians
jostling mn an unpreceden-
ted election race, ,

The' country has been
ruled for the past 30 years
by " president-for-life Ka-
muza Banda's Malawi Con-
gress Party (MCP), accused
I by human rigihts groups of
murdering thousands of
people in defence of his
iron-fisted rule,

As campaignmng heats up
for the first pluralist gener-
al election on May 17, hard-
ly a day passes without par-
ties or candidates accusing
each other of involvement

in what the local press has
dubbed “Malawi’s, dark
past” "":\—C?

Opponents~of frodt-run-
ner Bakili Muluzl, presi-
dent of the opposition Unit-
ed Democratic Front
(UDF), remind him he was
once MCP secretary-gener-
al — effectively number
two to Banda,

His deputy, Aleke Banda,
was once the *bright and
blue-eyed boy” of Malaw
polities He served 1n
various cabinet posts unfil .
he was sacked

The MCP, trying to pre-
sent a new face to the vot-
ers, has picked former sec-
retary-general Gwanda
Chakuamba as Banda’'s
first election running mate

Until a few months ago
Chakuamba had been serv-
Ing a 22-year jail term for
plotting to kil the presi-
dent On his release he
| stunned the UDF, which
thought he supported it, by
rejoomng the MCP

He was quickly appoint-
ed home affairs minister

“Malawr's people can't
forget what Chakuamba
did before his detention,”
said UDF official Charles
Kahumbe “He had been
youth mmster and com-
mander of the paramihitary
Malawi Young Pioneers
who were responsible for
killing most of Banda's op-
ponents.”

Only the Alliance for De-
mocracy {Aford), headed by
former trade umonist Cha-
kufwa Chihana, has heen
somewhat spared the eriti-
cism of bewng associated
with the MCP.

But Western diplomats
say Chihana is also widely
being seen as dictatorial in
running Aford

Chihana has spurned the
UDF"s efforts to form an
alection alliance, insisting
he wanted to “have nothing
to do with recycled politl-
clans — politicians assoc)-
ated with the MCP”

But Kahumbe said “We
know a lot of unsavoury
things that Chihana did
when he was a trade union-
1st,”, adding that whoever
rules Malaw:1 will 1nevita-

bly have been somehow as-
sociated with the MCP “Ii
was the only legal party in
Malawi1 and people had no
choice but to jomn it” —
Sana-Reutery
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ILONGWE - Ghosts of Malawi’s vio-
r lent past have nisen to stalk politicians
jostling 1 an unprecedented election
__race for control of the southern African
nation
The country has been ruled for the past 30
years solély by President Kamuzu Banda’s
Malaw1 Congress Party (MCP), accused by
human rights groups of murdering thousands of
people mn defence of his iron-fisted rule
As campaigming heats up for the first pluralist
general election on May 17, hardly a day passes
without opposing parties or candidates accusing
each other of mmvolvement m what the local
Press has dubbed “Malawi s dark past”
Opponents of tront-runner Bakili Muiuzi,
prcsident of the opposition United Democratic
Fromt (UDF), remund him he was once MCP
secretary-general — effectively number (wo (0
President-for-life Banda
S01s his deputy Aleke Banda, the once “bright
and blue-eyed boy™ of Malawi politics
He served the aling Banda, believed to be
his late 90s, 10 various cabinet posts unti being
sached for apparently saymg in public he was
the president’s deputy — a cardinal sin under
Banda who tolerated no one with ambitions to

replace him

Political spectrum

On the other side of the political spectrum the
MCP, teying to present a new face 10 the voters,
has picked ex-sccretary general Gwanda
Chakuamba as Banda's hirst election running

mate

Until a few months ago Chakuamba had been
serving a 22-year jail term for plotting to kill the
president Released atier serving only 13 ycars
of s sentence. he stunned the UDF who thought
he supported them by switching back to the
MCP

He was quickly appointed home affairs (inte-
rior) minister and head of a three-member prest-
dential council that governed Malawi late last
year when Banda had bramn surgery in South
Africa

«“Malaw1’s people can’t forget what
Chakuamba did before his detention He had
been youth minister and commander of the
paranmhtary Malaw1 Young Proneers who were
responsible for killing most of Banda's oppo-
nents,” UDF official Charles Kahumbe told
Reuters

Before defecting back to the MCP
Chakuamba told reporters “Never shall [ forget
those mass killings thase people who were
drowned m (Malawi’s mam) Shire river and
tried to cry out to warn us, but nobody cared

“Never shall I forget those deaths that con-
sumed my faith ”

Human rights groups say thousands of
Banda's opponents were systematic ally tortured
and kijled — even those who escaped 1nto
neighbouring countries “The long arm of
Banda’s security always reached them,” a vet-
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Politicians in Malaw1 are warming up fo‘?};ﬂqe May 17
general election, but they cannot €scape the daily tor-
ment of that country’s violent dark past:
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FLASHBACK: President Banda surrounded by well-wishers during celebrations in 1979
of Malawi’s independence in 1964. Now the ailing Banda has been forced to agree 10

a multiparty system in his country.

eran Malawi journalist told Reuters

Only the Alhance for Democracy (AFORD),
another opposition group seen as a credible
contender for power among the countries” eight
parties, has been somewhat spared the ava-

lanche of criticism of being associated with the
MCP

Sparsely populated

Headed by former trade umonist Chakufwa
Chihana, 1ts main handicap s that it draws most
of 1ts support from the north, which 1s sparsely
populated and has fewer parlhlamentary seats
than etther the central or southern regions

Western diplomats say Chibana 15 also
widely being scen as dictatonal i runmng
AFORD *‘Peopie keep on coming Lo us saying
'We don’t want another Banda here’,” one
said ”

Despite repeated efforts by UDF to forge an
electoral alliance with AFORD to challenge the
MCP. Chihana has stood alune, msisting he
wanted to “have nothing to do with recycled
pohticians — politicians assoctated with the

MCP
“But we know a lot of unsavoury things that

d30)

Chihana did when he was a trade unionist,”
UDF’s Kahumbe said “So far, for the sake of not
sparking a fight among opposition parties, we
have refrained from revealing these things But
our patience 1s runming thin because of mcessant
attacks from him ™

Both UDF and AFORD campaigned hand-in-
hand aganst one-party rule i last June’s referen-
dum called by Banda to decide the poliical future
of the nation of 8,7 million people

Malawians voted overwhelmingly to adopt
multi-party pohtics Since then sharp divisions,
virtually all of them personal, have surfaced
between the two parties

“The only way the MCP can win these elec-
nons 1s 1f we contmue to be fragmented We have
to learn from what happened m Kenya and not
repeat 1t here,” Kaumbe said

A sphntered opposition meant Kenya's Presi-
dewt Damel arap Mot was swept back to power in
1992, the country's first pluralist general election
for 26 years

Kaumbe added “Whoever will rule Malaw:
will nevitably have been somehow associated
with the MCP It was the only legal party n
Malawiand peoplc had no chosce buttojoin it "
Supa-Reuter '
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%’@% sss  swoMEN 1n bright, ankle-length
é ¥ ? dresses sang, danced and ululated
in praise of the only master they
% g have known — Malaw1 President
oo Kamuzu Banda
One man gave a signal for all the “mbumbas”
(women flock) packed in Blanytre’s Kwacha
International Centre to stand They did, raised
therr clenched fists and chanted “Kamuzu
Ahthukith: Malaw: (Kamuzu 15 here to stay)”
As chants grew louder one womain broke mnto
tears and cried, apparently having heard that
some men 10 dark suits seated nearby wanted
Banda to stand down ahead of Malawi’s water-
shed general election on May 17
In the event the extraordinary convention of
Banda s Malaw1 Congress Party, supreme rulers
of this Southern African nauon for 30 years,
surpnsed obscrvers by re-electing the absent
and ailing president to stand 1n the polls
“These people want Malaw1 ruicd through
emotion.” a Malaw1 journalist commented, not-
g widespread rumours that Banda was unwell
agan after bran surgery In South Atrica last
year
“How on earth can these women force these
men. who are senior party figures, toelect Banda
through song and dance? Banda, who 1s 11 his
tate 90s, must surely be tired and not interested
in standing for the elections

Women power

But then 1n Banda’s Malawi, the mbumbas —
virtually all women — always had and still have
more power Husbands who dared tcll therr
wives to cook for their chldren nstead of at-
tending Banda’s rallies faced the wrath of the
women and the president’s Young Pronecrs, the
MCP’s military wing

And so the mbumbas sang and backed the
man whose picture and name features on Mala-
w1’s currency the kwacha (dawn) and on most
key schools, roads and streets and buitdings

They haven’t changed now

As Malaw1 heads for 1ts first pluralist elec-
tions since independence from Britain m 1964,
there are strains all round at the realisation that
the man known as Ngwaz (The Warnor),
Chatonda (The Congueror) and Wamuvaya
(The Immortal) may either lose the polls or not
be around anymore

“It1s hard for many to think of life without the
old man This s why the MCP, out of respect for
Banda and maybe because he 1s the glue keeping
the MCP together, voted for um,” said a diplo-
mat who attended the MCP meeting here last
month

An opposition lawyer, sipping his imported
wine at a top hotel 1 this southern city, admit-
ted “Even we who have fought Bandarealise he
did help Malaw: develop Tius country was left
by the British as a jungle Things aren tthe same
any more

Human rights bodies say Banda, a short.
stocky, no-nonsense Imain, presided over the
deaths of thousands of his opponents Hundreds
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Malawi’s womenfolk have unshakeable faith in their

Warrior, Conqueror and 'T'he Immortal Kamuzu

Banda. They have forced their men 1O elect the aiing
90-year-old leader to stand for the May 17 elections.
Sapa-Reuter reports from Blantyre:
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President Banda of Malawi

C Of course there is
relative peace now that
the Pioneers have been
disarmed, but who
knows what they will do
next when they regroup )

ot others were jatled and tortured as they tned
to fight his one-party rule

Even after Banda was forced by Western
donots to embrace multiparty pohtics after they
cut off aid, every building or office 1 Malaw
has Banda's towering portrait hanging menac-
ingly on walls, remunding all who is the boss

“Y oucan’tdeny that we are seeing the end of
a great era, however turbulent " a tax1 driver
satd, recalling how the notorious Young Pio-
neers had on several occasions dragged him
from home for a beating tor not attending
Banda s rallies

“When they left you alive, you thanked your
gods Many never returned (to their homes) A
sense of fear pervaded all ™

In was 1n this climate that the army suddenly
ntervened on the side of the people one day last
December

Young army troops angered by the Pio-
neers’ killing of two soldiers, took matters into
their hands. launching a hghtning stnke aganst
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the 7 000-strong red-shirted group

They disarmed and scattered it, but dozens of
people, most of them Pioneers, died 1n the fierce
clashes

«“Of course there 1s relative peace now that the
Pioneers have been disarmed, but who knows
what they will do next when they regroup”” asked
the taxi driver, clearly getung nervous

Already there have been unexplaned killings
of at least three civilians by marauding gangs i
the capital Lilongwe, further north

The opposition blames the Pioncers, a group
set up by Banda inihally to help youths gain trade
skills but which eventually became mulitarised
and challenged the army’s authornty

Malaw: newspapers are full of reports these
days that the Pioneers, most of whom fled to
neighbouring Mozambique, could be preparing
to invade Malawi if the MCP lose the polls The
MCP dentes this

As well as disarming them, the increasingly
powerful army demanded — and got — the
sacking of therr commander and his two deputies
who young soldiers saw as dragging thewr feet
during the so-called “Operation 8w eZan! (Return
Your Arms)

“Maybe the army will heep the peace should
Banda and his party lose ™ an opposition official
sard It has shown that 1t 15 no longer partisan as
the police still are We pm our hopes on 1t what-
ever happens

Anarmy spokesmansaid “Wedonot dabblein
politics We will serve any party that emerges as
the new government

el
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Malawi on ﬁ:m road to Qm_\:ooqmou\

THE OBSERVER

Jan Raath in Lilongwe

foot-lugh wron letters on the
— tall concrete gateread ALAWING
SPA The bullet gouges have
been plastered over and worhmen
have been busily restoring the expan-
sive double-storey buillding inside, lay-
ing new mosaics and fithing enormous
plate-glass windows and clusters of
gaudy chandehers
Later this week they will have
pamiled the fire-blachened upstairs
windows, changed the bullet-drilled
steel gate, moved the gutted vehicles,
picked up the glass and replaced the
lettering so it reads once again
Malaw1 Congress Party
The source of all earthly power in an
autocracy equalled cnly by the likes of
Kim 1 Sung's North Korea, the build-
ing was sacked last December by
army troops pursuing members of the
vigilante organisation the Malawl
Young Proneers s swiit restoration
gives the unnerving mmpression irat
the party stil seriously thinks it can
cling on to the power 1l has wielded
absolutely for 30 years
As disconcerting was the sight, the
week before, of semor MCP Ministers
in the front row at the country's con-
stitutional conference 1n Blantyre,
yawnng and reading newspapers as
delegates demanded provision i the
constitution for reparations and a
commussion of inquiry mto the gov-
ermment’s past atrociies
Malawians, a tolerant and industr-
ous people, are excited by the democ-
racy they won in last June’s referen-
dum, which forced President Hastings
Banda to undo his one-party system
When tax: driver Abel Nyirenda
says, “We are a democracy, friend,” he
glows with pride at what he and the
other 9 7 million: Malawians have
overcome simply'by putting their X on

L

Malawian president Hastings Banda

the ballot paper “Then it was dark
mght Now it 1s really kwacha,™ he

grins, punning on the Chewa word for
dawn

But alongside the evident pleasure
of bemng able to make jokes about
plucking the Black Cock {(Banda, in
MCP vocabularyj} 1s a palpable ner-
vousness that 1t wiall be snaiched
away

Not that he — the Black Cock, the
Lion of Malawi, master of all women,
destroyer of the federation, teacher
and redeemer — will be able to do so
He is in his nineties, and had brain
surgery last October

Baroness Lynda Chalker, Overseas
Development Minister, who visited
him in Blantyre last January, said

: ‘A very m_nrr”.m:..

afterwards that he was “a very sick
man”

But Banda stll seerns to bear influ-
ence Insiders say that the real reason
a national convention of the MCP
three weeks ago took the grotesque
step of nominating him presidential
candidate for the elections on 17 May
was that nno one had the courage to tel
him he is beyond 1t

Nor 1s there a role now for the Hera-
like Mama Cecilia Kadzamira,
Banda's glamorous recpetionist hefore
independence who became Malawn's
most powerful woman as the Official
Hostess Two weeks ago she arrived
unexpectedly at a symposium in Blan-
tyre on pohitical change, where no spe-
cial seat was reserved for her and
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there were no fawning mbumba, the
praise-smging cohorts of the MCP
women's league

She was sitting with ordinary mor-
tals when an opposition party official
tapped her on the shoulder to askh,
“How are you?” She smiled and
replied 'Fine " Five minutes later he
tapped a second tume “"How's the old
man”" Again Kadzamira graciously
offered 'Fine "None of the gathering
missed it “It was the ultimate humb-
ation The spell was broken,” said a
witness “Two years ago a trich like
that could have cost you your neck ™

The 20 or so independent mewspa-
pers blaze with reports of MCP plots,
of smuggling in arms for inswrrection,
bribing malhons of Mozambican

refugees to register as voters, and
retaining an elite of heavily armed
Young Pioneer shock troops in
Mozambigue to seize power

“There is a lot of imagmative specu-
latton about all sorts of MCP skuldug-
gery.” sald a local businessman “But
I don't think they would be that stu-
pid "

The army showed the mayhem it
was capable of last December when it
disarmed the Pioneers, the most
feared branch of Banda's apparatus of
oppression

The guards beneath the pair of con-
crete Hons lounging above the gates at
State House in Lilongwe, Banda's
empty capital residence, are no longer
Young Pioneers, but soldiers ‘“That's
how it should be,” said businessman
Henry Manyozo “The army did what
should have been done long ago and
kicked out the MYP And that 1s ali
they wanted t{o do It was not an
atternpted coup ”

Many Malawians think that
whichever party wins the elections will
be bringing at least a hittle of the MCP
with it Malawr's political opposition is
httered wath former MCP secretaries-
general and Pioneer commanders
“Banda was m charge for so loeng and
so absolutely that anybody who was
anybody could only be because he
was a big wheel 1n the MCP,” said a
Western diplomat

The political parties appear (o have
put a stop to the violence last year The
only sign of hunger for vengeance
against the MCF came from the dele-
gate at the constitutional conference
who mnsisted on an inquiry into atroc-
ities

Vera Chirwa is a lawyer jailed on
phoney charges for 12 years Her hus-
band died in prison, and she 1s still
trying 1o get her wedding ring back
from police She feels only pity for
Banda now

Such are tts people that Malawi's
election in May could easily be sober,
fair, and * in-Afncan” Then the coun-
try can get down to the really senous
problems of grim poverty, ramparit
overpopulation and one of Africa’s
worst Aids epidemiics
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Apathy is the frontrunner
as Malawi election looms

WITH Malawr's first demoeratic elections
ouly two months away, electoral officials,
politreians and international momitors are
worried over lack of voter interest

Officials said only half of an estimated
4,5 million eligible voters in a population of
9,7 mithion had bothered to register by the
Mareh 12 deadlme.s rﬁ

The eight parties contesting the election
are tradmg accusations of intimidation and

bribery. 2. 02 |G e

But political analysts say 4 major prob-
lem 1s lack of civic voter education in a
country with a 60 percent illiteracy rate,
and where 80 percent of the people live in
rural areas cut off from mass information.

In a desperate bid to persuade people to
register for the May 17 poll, the electoral

I By AL OSMAN in Blantyre \

in which Malawians voted overwhelmingly
to end lus autocrahic one-party system,

Dr Banda, who 1s beheved to be in his
mi1d-%s and who recently recovered from
a brain operation in South Africa, is the
MCP’s presidential candidate m a cam-
paign marred by mudslinging and charges
of bribery and mtimidation

Reacting to this, Miss Msosa this week
accused unnamed traditional chiefs and
pohticians of flagrantly abusmg the elec-
toral law and the electoral commussion’s
code of conduct She said chiefs would no
longer be allowed to aet as momtors for
political parties and she appealed to pohiti-
cians to stop wsulting each other

She also warned that anyone continmng
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commission extended. the registration
period to Aprl 26 |':} '®)

The commission, headed by Malawi's
only woman judge Anastazia Msosa, faces

to using intimrdation, violerce or bribery to
further their election ends risked fines of -, "
R2 400 or up to two years in prison. |

Wum’f‘ . -y . "
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race agamst 'tllIlE But voter apathy is of as more concern * > .o :
Seven opposition parties plan to field . — B Hong,, N
parliamentary and presidential candidates One political aralyst said- “There has “" | |
for the first time against President  been very httle, if any, civic education in a el e PR v, N

Kamuzu Banda’s ruling Malaw: Congress  country which has no television

2 * a ,: &
Party (MCP). “It is served by only one radio station, ,~ . o B ,h%i N i
He has ruled the landlocked nation with  which 1s state controlled, one pro-govern- ; " 1 , 1
an iron fist since it gamed Independence  ment daily newspaper and a fledglhng 0N s oty % o, S v "

from Britawn 1r 1964, but his grip on power
has shipped since a June 1993 referendum

weekly independent press that is published
only in the main towns.” — Sapa-Reuter

OLD BUT NOT OUT ... President Kamuzuy Banda
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Malawl President
Kamwuzu Banda
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ILONGWE —_ When
Malawians voted by more
than two-to-one for
muitipartyism 1n a referen-
dum 1t June last year, many

saw it as the beginmng of anew era of
political opportumty and achivaty

The eight pohitical parties that have
been established to take pan in the
¢lectionin May — the first multrparty
poll since iIndependence -- have been
bombarding the voters wath pleas and
promuses But they are finding that
interest has been dechmng steadily
compared to the heady activity of the
ruc-up to the referendem.

Sustain interest

Local observers believe the parties
bave found it dafficult to sustam inter-
¢st because they have run out of 1s-
sues

The referendum aroused nterest
because many saw 1t as the means of
gethng nd of the auntocratic rule of
President Kamuziz Bandza. There was
an overwhelming vote against
Banda's one-party ruie but since then
the opposition parties have not been
able to find 1ssues strong enough o
keep mterest alive. Anti-Bandzism 1s
oo Jonger enough to get people wmter-
ested. For most of them, Banda 1s
already history

Politlcal partles

In addition, the prohferation of polits-
cal parties bas confused the natton of
10 milhon, who have had no expen-
ence of mulbparty democracy Most
of the parties registered have very
httle hope of even getting 1nio parira-
ment, let alope ruling the country
S0 far, only 2 rmllion Malawians
have registered to vote 1n theelection
onMay I7 Thus represents just half of
the total number of eligible voters,
estimated at 4,5 million by the Na-
ttonal Electoral Commission The
voling ape has been lowered from 21

" NEWS FEATURE Two months to Malawi’s multiparty election, but no one cares
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| Malawi’s malady
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B CONFUSED NATION For most

people,

Banda is already history:

to 18 years, but the expected flood of
young people to ter has not mate-
riahsed. %ﬁ EE.W

The nnEEEEu
the deadlmne for registration de
March 12 1o Apnl 26

Recently Banda made an unpas-
stoned plea to people to remster for
theelechon, Butit seems there s more
to theirr apathy than an absence of
15sues, the gquality of the candrdates
for the presidency has also beenfound
to be uninspirng

All the partes have already pub-
Lished therr hists of candidates for both
presidential and parhamentary elec-
tions In recent sioveys the United
Democratic Front has emerged as
Ieading the pack but 1t has a major
defect 1n 1ts leader, Bakali Muluzn

Financial scandals

Now i Ins fiftres, Muluz: has a past
nddled wath financi2l scandals, to say
nothing of his long penod of loyalty
to President Banda and the Malswn
Congress Party

Muluzi quetly resigned from the
MCPin 1982 after nsing tots lughest
position, the secretary-generalship
Recently, dunng a debate in the Na-
tional Consultanve Council on how
far back wmn the hfe of a presaidennial
candidate 1t shouid go m deterrmnimg
the smtability of acandidate, the UDF
delepates argued for a cut-off period
of seven vears

Therr purpose was to secure the
candidacy of Muluzt, who 15 said to
have beenconwicted for theftwhenhe
was 23 yearsold and served two years
m yai,

One of the UDFparl:iamentary can-
didates, Mr Aleke Banda, was Presi-
dent Banda’s nght-hand man and lost
the posibon only when he tried to
assert humself as the claymant to the

threne Another Banda lientenant 1n
the UDF camp 1s Mr Edward
Bwanah who, under Banda, virtu-
ally served as mmster of foreigm
affarrsas be represented Banda (who
held the portfolio himself) a1 almost
every intemanonal forum.

The other Ieading contender for
the presidency 1s the leader of the
Alhance for Democracy (Aford), Mr
Chaknfwa Cluhana.

Democracy movements

Although he 15 recogmsed as the

man who wspired the democracy
movement 10 Malaw, and 13 prob-

ably the best organised of the oppe-
siton candidates, Chibana has his
own shortcomngs.

He 1s said to be autocratic mn his
leadership style — something that
Malawsans have had encugh of from
Banda.

The ruling MCP 15 the worst in
terms of leadership credibility The
party found that, with Banda clearly
mcapabie of oamng the country, it
did not have a credible enough can-
didate for thepresidency, so 1tnom:-
nated Banda m the hope that grass-
roots support will cary him to vic-
tory, afier which nmmng mate Mr
Gwandza Chakuamba Phun could
take over

Many remember

But many remember Chakuamba as
the Ieader of the notonons Malaw:
Young Proneers.

He was soloyal to Banda that he
wounld use his own handkerchief to
clean Banda’s shoes in public, As
MYP commander, he was knawn to
be ruthless 1n suppressing political
dissent. Agamnstthis backeround, the
apathy over the election seems more
Iikely to grow than to decreass
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Malawi, the land 0

BLANTYRE — The death of Malawi
President Hastings Kamuzu Bandaora
defeat 1n the May elections would bring

* o collective sigh of relef from the
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mawmly Astan-owned businesses lining
the 15km of Kamuzu Highway,
Blantyre’s main road

Three years ago Banda declared all
old single-storey buildings on the high-
way to be demohished and replaced by
gleaming new steel-and-glass slabs He
ordered the front wall of certain bwild-
ings to be danbed with a large red star
The stars are still there but nothing
has yet been done No one has dared
pamnt over the s1gns for fear 1t nught
provoke action Bui when the day
comes, the owners will be able to
breathe agam and get on with business

Getting on with business 1s part of the
Malawian character, mdicative of the
qualities that hold out hope for this
densely populated and poverty-stricken

‘nation of 10 muilion people who en-

‘dured one of the most effective sysiems
of repression 1n the modem world for
nearly 30 years

NEWS FEATURE High expectations m

ﬁwmm_ dangers ahead
lie probably not with
power struggles and
politicking, but with
the hopes that
Malawians have
stored up for their
new-found

n_o_soo_.mnwv -

The country goes to the polls on May
17 the first multipasty clections since
mndependence 1 1964 There is an at-
mosphere of busy pohitical activiiy
among the eightcontesting political par-
ties but almost no violence. After imitial
clashes between parties m the urban
townships, campatgning continued

«“There have been clear efforts from
all parties to condemn violence,” Says
Malawr’s Bar Associaion chaurman,
Mr Mordecai Msisha, who 1s also achive
n the draftng of a new constituhion

“At campaign level, we are SECIlg
restraint all round People are willingto
ltsten ™

Mrs Vera Chirwa, in her stxties, was
kidnapped with her husband Orton 11t
neighbouring Zambian 1981, and sen-
tenced to hife imprisonment 1n a sham
trial Her husbanddiedn prisonin 1991
and she was released in 1992

“Np, 1 don’t bear any 111 will,” she
says. “When I look at Banda and the
condition he 1s 1, I feel sorry for hm ™

The rancour 15 also absent 1n Mr
Aleke Banda, a former powerful figure
m the ruling Malaw1 Congress Party
who was detained for 12 years

“It was polifics,” he says

[_ast month hundreds of Malawians
from all walks of hife gathered to lend
their voices to the drafung of a new
constituion The meetng included a
call to exammne past atroCities and to

provide comhpensalion for victims

Msisha backs the proposal for an -
qury “for full exposure of what went
wrong, to ensure that it doesn’t happen
agamn” One of thereasons forthelack of
recrimination 1s that nearly everyone of
any political stature has a past closely
associated wath the MCP

United Democratic Front president
Mr Bakili Muluzi, regarded as the front
runner 1n the election campaign, 18 2
former MCP secretary-general and
commander of the dreaded Malaw1
Young Pioneers UDF vice-president
Aleke Banda was also MCP secretary-
general

“The MCP was so pervasive that it
was the only conduit to almost any
rank,” says a Western diplomat “Soit’s
no surprise that the opposiion partics
feature so many ex-MCP born-again
democrats

The real dangers ahead lic probably
not with power struggles and pohiack-
g, but with the hopes that Malawians
have stored up for their new-found de-
mocracy — Sapa

ay be the biggest hurdle for Banda’s people

unfulfilled hopes

7.2 12|¢

Kamuzu Banda ... daubed build-
ings with large red stars.
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~ Malawi unveils

‘populag

BLANTYRE — Finance Minister
Louis Chimango has unveiled a
1994/95 budget aimed at propping up
Malawi’s social sector, stimulating
development and encouraging foreign

- investment,

He announced a series of ents in tariff
duties and elimination of income tax at the
bottom end of the scale. But he also pro-
duced a 10% rise in taxes on beer, spirts
and cigarettes.

Economic analysts said that the budget,
put to parliament on Friday, was clearly
aimed at winning support for President
Kamuzu Banda’s Malawi Congress Party

in the country’s first multiparty elections .

in May.

Opposition critics and Western donors
have criticised the government in the past
for neglecting the social sector in favour of
costly prestige projects in a country where
more than 60% of the 9,7-million people
live in poverty.

Chimango said the government would be |

. unable to import enough maize needed to

|
o

I.t"F

feed thousands of starving people without
help from Western donors. He appealed to
donors to help meet the costs of importing
300 000 tons of maize.

Chimango said real GDP was expected
to fall by 6,2% in 1994 because of a projec-
ted 22,8% reduction in agricultural output.

He estimated total revenue in the finan-
cial year starting April 1 at 1 892-million
kwacha ($301m), a 23,4 percent increase
over the previous financial year following

1994/05 from 455,7-

kw € pre-
vious year. ﬁ%p

Chimango said up to of the Hudget
would go to social services, including edu-
cation, health and rural water supplies,
Development spending would increase to
700,4-million kwacha from 4557-million
kwacha in 1993/64,

“The guiding prineiples behind our
medium-term development programme
will continue to be an assault on poverty,
ignorance and disease among Malawians
throughout the country,” the minister said.

The deficit before grants was expected
Amount to 633 9-million kwacha in 1994/95.

0 said the deficit after grants was

expected to be 1615-million kwacha
equivalent to 1.4% of GDP, compared with

the 1853/94 figure of 320,8-million kwacha.

He warned Malawians that the gover-
nemnt would tighten monetary and fiscal
policles to revive the economy and halt
rising inflation, which has rizen to 30% this
year from 22,8% in 1983,

Chimango said that to reduce poverty
and minimise the tax burden on low in-
come earners, he was cutting the income
tax rate on the first 3800 kwacha to zero
from 3%.

He announced an immediate cut in gen-
eral import duties to 0% from 45%, a
decrease in textile duties to 65% from
100% and a fall in duty on luxury items to
45% from 85%. — Reuter.
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. “Kamazu Banda ... unlike the excitement which marked the country’s recent referendum, a high degree of

_H. apathy may turn Malawi’s first multiparty election into an anti-climax.

.—._...1 1

L

en Malawians voted by more than
two-to-one for multipartyism 1n a ref-
erendum m June last year, many saw
it as the beginning of a new era of pohtical
actvity

But the eight pohhecal parties that have
been established to take part in the election
next month — the first multiparty poil since
mdependence — are finding that interest
has been dechming steatily compared to the
wmm% activity m the run-up to the referen-

um

Local observers believe the parties have
found 1t difficult to sustamn mterest because
they have run out of 1ssues
The referendum aroused interest because
many saw 1t as the means of getting nd of
the autocratic rule of President Kamuzu
Banda. Anti-Banda-1sm 1s no longer enough
to get people interested For most of,them,
Banda 1s already history )

In addition, the prohferation of pohtfical
parties has confused the nation of 10 milhon,
most of whom have had no experience of
multl-party democracy

So far, only 2 milhon Malawians have re-
gistered to vote in the election on May 17
This represents just half the total number of
eligthle voters, estimated at 4,5 million by the
National Electoral Commssion

The voting age has been lowered from 21
to 18 years, but the expected flood of young
people to regisier has not materiahsed The
commission has had to extend the deadlne
for registration from March 12 to April 26

Recently, President Banda made an im-
passioned plea to people to register for the
election But it seems there is more to their
apathy than an absence of issues, the quality
of the candidates for the presidency has
also been found to be uninspiring

Malaw

1S irs

TWO months before a

multiparty election that
Malawians have long fought
for, disillusionment and
apathy are growing among
voters. Camil Daya in
Lilongwe reports for Stg
Africa Service

All the parties have aiready pubhished
thewr hists of candidates for both presidential
and parliamentary elections. In recent sur-
veys the Umited Democratic Front has
emerged as leadng the pack, but it has a
major defect 1n its leader, Bakik Muluz

Now m his fifies, Muluzi has a past rd-
dled with financial scandals, to say nothing
of his long period of loyalty to President
Banda and the Malaw1 Congress Party
(MCP)

Muluz quietly resigned from the MCP m
1982 after rising to 1ts highest position, sec-
retary-generalship Recently, during a de-
bate m the National Consultative Council on
how far back in the Life of a presidential
candidate it should go 1n determimng the
suitability of a candidate, the UDF delegates
argued for a cut-ofi period of seven years

Therr purpose was to secure the candi-
dacy of Muluz, who is said to have been
convicied for theft when he was 23 and
served two vears 1n jail

One of the UDF parhamentary candidates,
Aleke Banda, was President Banda's right-

hand man and lost the position only when he
tried to assert himself as the claimant to the

throne

Another Banda lieutenant in the UDF
camp 1s Edward Bwanali,, who, under Banda,
virtually served as Minister of Foreign
Affairs as he represented Banda, who held
the portfolio thmself, at almost every mterna-
tional forum
The other leading contender for the presi-
dency 1s the leader of the Alhance for De-
mocracy (Aford), Chakufwa Chihana Al-
though he 1s recogmsed as the the man who
mspired the democracy movement m Malaw,
and 1s probably the best orgamsed of the
opposttion candidates, Chihana has s own
shorteomings

He 1s said to be antocratic in his leader-
ship style, something that Malawans have
had enough of from Banda. He also comes
from a mmonty {mbe in the north, the Tum-
buka, who are also known as Ngonis and are
descendents of the Zulus i South Africa
The ruling MCP is the worst in terms of
leadership credibility The party found that,
with Banda clearly incapable of runmng the
country, it did not have a credible enough
candidate for the presidency, so 1t normmnated
Banda 1 the hope that grassroots support
will carry him to victory, after which runming
mate Gwanda Chakuamba Phim could take
over

But many remember Chakuamba as the
leader of the notorious Malaw: Young Pio-
neers (MYP) He was so loyal to Banda that
after the president had done his danee ritual
with women, he would use s own handker-
chuef to clean Banda’s shees it publie

As MYP commander, he was known io be
ruthless in suppressmg political dissent

Against this background, the apathy over
the election seems more likely to grow than
to decrease

|
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BLANTYRE — Malawt's
opposition Umited Demo-
cratic Front (UDF') went to
court on Tuesday, just over
a month before crucial
elections, to demand an of-
ficial probe mto the myste-
rious deaths 1n 1983 of four
cabinet ministers

The party told the High
Court that an inguiry was
in the public mterest and
essential to defending the
rule of law and human
rights.

Cabinet munsters Dick

W—_—“—

Matenje, Aaron Gadama,
John Sangalas and David
Chiwanga disappeared on
May 17 1983-F jqe.|q,_P
The government anm-
nounced they had been
killed 1n a road accident
But family members
suspect the men were mur-
dered on the orders of
President Hastings Ban-
da's government and have
been campalgnng for

more than 10 years for a
proper mqmrnyfCQm
UDF lawyer Peter ]

told the court there was

Malawt’s oppgqﬁidﬁ’* seeks probe

enough evidence for Banda
to call a commission of
1INquiry.

He said many witnesses
would be prepared to tes-
tify as long as they were
legally protected

But state counse] (eorge
Phiri said the UDF had ul-
terior motives in callng
for the inqury

It wanted to disgrace
Banda’s government and
win votes 1n the elections
scheduled for May 17

At least eight parties are
set to contest the elections
for parhament and the
presidency, held since 1964
by Banda

Judge Chatsika said
there was no law requiring
the president to instifute a
comrussion of 1quiry.

The president’s powers

on commissions of inquiry

- wergi discretionary, he

said, adding that “a court
will not do anything which
the lay doesn’t sanction”

The judge said he would
pass judgment on the
UDF’s application before
the elections — Sapa-AFP.
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Women
hold key

card in
election

By FRANCIS MDLONGWA
in Blantyre

IF' THE ruhng Malawi Con-
gress Party (MCP) of Pres)-
dent Hastings Kamuzu Ban-
da wms next Tuesday’s
landmark elections, he may
well have his devoted
“mbumba” to thank

The mbumba are highly-
politicised members of the
MCP’s Women’s League
whose unswerving support
for Dr Banda could be an
electoral trump card

Until recently the opposi-
tion United Democratic
Front (UDF) of Mr Bakil:
Muluzi appeared to have the
edge m Malawr’s first plo-
ralist poll

But now, thanks partly to
the tireless efforts of the
mbumba, Dr Banda’s MCP
may be gaming ground.

“There will be a shock,
mother of all defeats for the
opposition aext week,” said
mbumba Grace Chitonda

“Look at the crowds in
this opposition stronghold,”
she said in Blantyre, seen
an oppasition power base, as
Dr Banda was mobhed by

+ 6 000 drum-beating support-

ers 1n a show that must have

. worried Mr Mulun.

““Ngwazi (congueror),
Ngwazi,” they shouted.

Malaw: political analyst
John Lwanda writes 1o lis
book Kamwzu Banda; A
Study i Promise, Power
and Paralysis that Dr Ban-
da has used the mbumba to
achieve a degree of power
mu.mnw& by few dictators

‘Some women used this
conrection and power to

both pohtically and 1n some
cases at a personal level,”

_ TR
_ | m
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BACK ON HIS FEET ... Hastings Kamuzu Banda
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ould be back in power after Malaw:’s first election
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By JOHN EDLIN in Blantyre

IDI AMIN, the butcher of Ugan-
da, has quit the African stage he
once strutted to the enthusias-

tic applause of fellow despots.

Self-styled Central African Republic
emperor, Jean-Bedel Bokassa, found
guilty of canmibalism and murdering
children, was sentenced to a long term
of i1mprisonment

Mobutu Sese Seko, the one-time
army sergeant who plundered most of
Zaire’s mineral wealth, but who never
built a single new school, clinic or hos-
pital, clhings to tenuous power

Felix Houphouet-Boigny, the benmgn
autocratic head of France’s former
West African colony of Ivory Coast for
over thiree decades, died peacefully 1n
his bed some months ago

The “black Stalin of Africa”, Men-
gistu Halle Maniam of Ethiopia, has
been under virtual house arrest in a
Zimbabwe state villa in Harare since
he was toppled in 1992

And yet another of Africa’s dictato-
rial dinosaurs, Hastings Kamuzu Ban-
da, now faces his own testing time

But unlike the others, the fate of the
dour 94-year-old Scots-trained former
physician will be determined at the
polls — 1n the first democratie elec-
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IN EXILE ... dictator Idi Am
now lives 1n Saudi Arabia

tions in the former British colony since
1ndependence 1n 1964

Dr Banda outlawed pohtical OpposI-
tion by declaring a one-party state and
proclaimed himself leader for life

And he could very well find nmself
nudged, albert narrowly, back to power
after the May 17 elections — thanks to
what his aides refer to as the K-factor

That's the Kenya factor which re-
turned Daniel arap Mo: to the presi-
dency i the last elections despite
widespread, deep-rooted hostility to-
wards lm personally and the COITup-
tion, mismanagement and state brutal-
ity that surrounds his leadership

A mynad array of opposition move-
ments, previously banned when Kenya

N R ANTARA
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IN EXILE ... dictator Mengistu
Haile Mariam lives in Harare

was a one-party state, sought to boot
the one-time village schoolteacher out
of State House

But the opposition parties — hap-'

lessly organised, hopelessly underfund-
ed, frequently harassed — 1gnored re-
peated pleas from human nghts
groups at home and governments
abroad to forge a powerful alliance
under one leader as a certain strategy
to oust Mr Mo They couldn’t agree on
a unified front, and Mr Mo1 stayed 1n
State House

In Malaws, eight opposition groups
are also fragmented as they approach
therwr first free elections since indepen-
dence Effortsto marshal them under
single banner has failed

- )
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IN JAIL ... self-styled emperor
Jean-Bedel Bokassa is in prison

Banda loyahsts contend therr main
fear 1s advanced semhty and brain ill-
ness of thew leader resulting in his
death before the poll.

But this week Dr Banda was back on
his feet after suffering serious age-
related problems with his legs

Walking with some difficulty, but
aided by his famous walking stick, he
was welcomed by about 6 000 chanting
Malaw: Congress Party (MCP) sup-
porters at Blantyre Airport.

Speaking from the open top of his
limo, Dr Banda urged his supporters to
vote for tm and the MCP on May 17
“Vote for your'Kamuzu and shut up all
these other parties,” he said

At one pont, Dr Banda’s memory

UNDAY MIMES, May 15 1994 -J“.,M_

seemed to have left him — he referred |
fo the elections “next month*

Buf his mimster of state John
Tembo, who 1s also known as “BRanda’s |
Rasputin”, is confident that Dr Banda’s
party will not be the losers

“There will never be opposition
strong enough to take on the Malaw |
Congress Party,” he said

Mr Tembo has wielded the remns of
power from behind the scenes while
amassing & vast multi-milhion dollar
business empire. This, predictably, has
made him most unpopular at home.

“This (Banda’s reign) was a wicked }
chapter that must be closed,” says Mr
Bakil: Maluzi, a one-time magistrate’s
clerk and former detainee of Dr Ban-
da’s, who heads the biggest opposition,
the Umted Democratie Front.

Some chapters have already been |
rewritten by the multi-party authority
that has effectively governed the coun- |
iry since Malawians voted in a referen-
dum for democratic elections.

Laws Dr Banda imposed reflecting
his obsession with modern dress, mor- |
als, movies and books have been lifted.
Youths can now sport long hair, pre- |
viously forbidden. Women can wear
shorts, slacks and miniskirts, Playboy |
magazines are available. — Addaition-
al reporting by Sapa-AFP-AP
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' Malawian 0pp051t§;131 ﬂ Q%fl%“entﬁ

BLANTYRE — Malaw1 opposition leader
Bakil1 Muluz, triumphantly cheered on by
60 000 ecstatic supporters, predicted on
Saturday his party would sweep the coun-
try’s landmark elections tomorrow

“We are left with only four days to vote
our party, the United Democratic Front, to
a landshde win and vote out President
| Banda,” he declared at a rally in Blantyre.

Muluzi, a former secretary-general of
Banda's ruling Malaw1 Congress Party
(MCP), scoffed at his former mentor, who
has been the sole ruler of Malawi smce
independence mn 1964

“Banda and the MCP criticise my party
for promising free education, >aymng we
won’t have money to do this When Banda
returned to Malawm from Britain i 19538,
did he bring money for the country’s devel-
opment 1n his smtcase?”

1

-

Political analysts say tomortow’s ballots
for the presidency and 177 parhamentary?;

seats is likely to be a close race between
the UDF and MCP, both pro-Western and
free marketeers, But the analysts stress 1t
1s difficult to make an nformed judgment
in the absence of opimon polls,

Analysis noted that although Muluzi
drew one of the largest crowds seen in the
country in recent years, gouthern Malaw

was his power base =i,

Earher on Saturday lantyre, Banda
mustered only 5 000 people at a suhdued
ceremony to mark his officral birthday.

Muluz: said the main priority of a UDK-
led government would be to attack endem-
1c poverty in the nation of 9,7-million peo-
ple, 80% of whom eke out a grum living as
small-scale farmers — Sapa-Heuter
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Last posl for Banda?

BLANTYRE — A parade to mark the official g8th
birthday of Malawr’s President Kamuzu Banda
turned into what many saw a8 his political last post.

| Several women in the crowd of 5000 sobbed- as
| Malawi’s army band played the presidential salute.
| | Others wiped away tears as Praised be the Hero of
\ Malawi echoed in Kamazu Stadism.
The crowd and the military parade were honourmg
\ Banda, who took the southern African state to inde-
1| pendence from Britain 30 years ago but whose politi- }
cal future now looks painfully uncertam. ‘ﬁﬂ%ﬁ
Malawi’s 9,7-million people’ vote tomorrow in the
country’s first post-independence pluralist elections,
and some analysts predict Banda will lose to rebels
who deserted his ruling Malawi Congress Party.

Banda’s main rival, Bakili Muluzi, a former mem-
her of his Congress Party, attracted G0 000 people to a
rally earlier on Saturday to close his campaign.

Maybe sensing defeat, Banda, the man known 'as
“The Lion of Malawi” because of the harsh way he

'1 déalt with political riv 53\'0 his speech’ to
'| reconciliation. f A

| During Banda’s heyday, foman rights bodies allege,
thousards of his rivals died or disappeared mysteri-

ously as he fought to maintain one-party rule.
‘But on Saturday Malawians saw a, different, man

fromi “The Conquerer” who once vawed to feed Croco-

LJJ

diles' with the bodies of opponents. — Sapa-Renter.
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Muluzi should emerge winner

Malawi election

will signal

‘end

of Banda’s E’Fﬂ"le

B BY JASPER MORTIMER
STAR AFRICA SERVICE

Blantyre -— Malawians vote to-
morrow in multiparty elections
that are expected to produce a
close finish, but with analysts
predicting defeat for founder
president Kamuzu Banda.

The front-runner in the cam-
paign, which until recently was
marred by stonings and mtumi-
dation, 18 farmer-businessman
Balkihi Muluzi,

The polls are the first demo-
cratic elections smce mdepen-
dence in 1964, and are being
closely watched by opposition
parties 1 neighbourmg Mozam-
bique and Tanzama Mozamh-
que is due to hold its first free
elections in October and Tanza-

nia next year

Malawian opimon polls are
unreliable, but observers expect
Muluzi to win the presidential
race, and his United Democratic
Front (UDF) to emerge the lar-
gest party m parliament

Muiuzi has drawn by far the
largest crowds during rallies in
recent weeks More than 10 000
people cheered him when he

ANALYSTS predlct a
defeat for Banda in

Malawi’s first
multiparty elections
tOomorrow

President Kamuzu Banda

closed his campaign with a rally
in Blantyre on Saturday

Unlike Banda, Muluzi hails
from the south, where nearly
half of Malaw1’s 9 mllion people
live He also profits from a wide-
spread desire for change after
30 years of Malaw Congress

Party (MCP) rule

But the uppumtmn vote will be
split by two smalier parties, one
led by the respected dissident
Chakufwa Chihana

The election debate was basi-
cally a tussle between the UDF,
accusing the government of
squandering funds on unneces-
sary projects, and the MCP em-
phasisig its achievements

Human mghts was not an
1ss5ue 1n the campaign, largely
because because of last year’s
referendum on multipartyism.

In a frail, faltering vouce,
Banda, believed to be in his nmn-
eties, ended his campaign with a
radio broadecast on Frday mght
that listed the number of schools
and hospitals his government

had bwlt
The editor of the Financial

Post, Al Osman, said the cam-
paign hagd been “sadly lacking in
substance” Parties had mndulged
in character assassmation.

The foremost target has been
Muluz1 A weekend newspaper
ran a froni-page picture of the
UDF leader when, as a 23-year-
old eourt clerk, he was jailed for
embezzlng six Malawan pounds
m 1968
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Malawians
for first time In w%
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[ Multi-party elections expected to produce ¢ Omm;mﬂ:mw

JASPER MORTIMER
Argus Africa News Service

BLANTYRE — Malawians
vote tomorrow 1n multi-par-
ty elections that are expect-
ed to produce a close finish
but with knowledgable ana-
lysts predicting defeat for

founder president Kamuzu
Banda

The front-runner 1n the cam-
paign, which until recently was
marred by stonings and intimi-
dation, 1s the farmer-business-
man Bakili Muluz:

The polls are the first demo-
cratic elections since ndepen-
dence 1n 1964, and are being
closely watched by opposition
parties i1n neighbouring Mo-
zambique and Tanzama Mo-
zambique 1s due to hold 1is first
free elections mm October, and
Tanzania :n 1995

Malawian opimon polls are
unreliable, but observers ex-
pect Mr Muluz: to win the
presidential race, and his Unit-
ed Democratic Front (UDF) to
emerge the largest party In
parliament

Mr Muluz: has drawn by far
the largest crowds More than
10 000 people cheered him
when he closed his campaign
with a rally in Blantyre on Sat-
urday

Unlike Dr Banda, Mr Muluzi
hails from the south, where
nearly half' Malawr’s nine mil-
lion people live He also profits
from a ﬂﬁmmﬁnmmm desire for

.-T..P-..r.m

SUPPLICANTS: Malawians at a prayer meeting for peace in the run-up 10 {0-
morrow’s elections that could end one-party rule after 30 years.

change after 30 years of Mala-
w1 Congress Party rule

But the opposition vote will
be split by two other smaller
parties, one led by the respect-
ed dissident, Chakufwa Chi-
hana

The electoral debate was ba-
sically a tussle between the
UDF, accusig the government
of squandermng funds on unnec-
essary projects, and the MCP

emphasising 1ts achievements

In a frail, faltering voice, Dr
Banda, who 1s beheved to be in
his nineties, ended his cam-
paign with a radio broadcast
on Friday might that listed the
number of clinics, schools and

hospitals his government had
builf

Human rights was not an 1s-
sue In the campaign, largely
because since last year’s refer-
endum on multi-partyism it

-——

has been elevated to the level
of 1nstitutions

Today the parliament 1in
Zomba 18 scheduled to pass a
new constitution that overhauls
civll rights legislation

The editor of the Financial
Post, Al Osman, said the cam-
paign had been *“sadly lacking
1n substance” Parties had
tended to indulge in character
assassinafion

1

have a choice
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United Democratic Front of Malawi leader Bakili
in the country. Muluzu

i election may end

first multiparty elections

Malaw

' dransaa a crowd of supporters in Blantyre ahead of tomorrow’s
is widely tipped to oust President Kamuzu Banda

Pictura AP

30 years of Banda rule

7ZOMBA — Malawr’s one-party
parliament approved an interim
constitution yesterday, one day
hefore the country’s first demo-
cratic elections which threaten to
topple veteran President
Kamuzu Banda from power

Some 3,7-million people out of a
population of 9,7-miihon are ehgible
to cast thesr ballots in the first mult:-
party poll today

Voting stations open at Gam 1n the
elections for a president and expand-
ed 177-seat pariiament, and close at
6pm Results are expected on Thurs-
day

The new constitution, which comes
into effect at midmght tomght, ran
mto opposition from some Senor
members of Banda’s Malaw1 Con-
gress Party (MCP), who described 1t
as ‘“half-baked” or a political
manifesto

But the 141 members of the old
legislature, meetmg 1n speclal ses-
sion, finally passed the Bill without a
vote,

The constitution, which trims
sweeping and absolute powers en-

oy

joyed by Banda mn the past 30 years of
rron-fisted rule, 1 a provisionai docu-
ment subject to amendments within
the next 12 months

It was worked out by an all-party
panel earlier this year following Ban-
da’s legalisation of opposition par-
ties, banned since 1966 mn a crack-
down on dissent

The ailing Banda, beheved to be 1n
his mid-90s, underwent brain surgery
in SA last October

Political analysts said he could
lose to the opposition United Demo-
cratic Front (UDF), a grouping of
pro-democracy campalgners and
MCP digsidents led by businessman
Bak:l1 Muluzi, 51

Muluz 1s a former secretary-gen-
eral of the MCP who was Jailed 1n the
1960s on charges of stealing state
funds Thousands of Banda’s oppo-
nents were jailed or disappeared dur-
ing three decades of hardime rule

Besides the MCP and UDF, two
other parties are contesting the
presidential and parhamentary elec-
tions They are the Alhance for De-
mocracy headed by trade umonist

Chakufwa Chihana and the Malaw:
Democratic Party led by political
scientist Kamlepo Kalua

During yesterday’'s two-hour
debate 1n parliament, housed 1n
Malawr’'s former capital Zomba,
Foreign Mmster Hetherwick Ntaba
satd the constitution had been rushed |

and was loaded with lao and
political principles 5
Other members said~t was hali-

baked, attacking its declarations to
give free primary education. They
said the new government mght face
a plethora of legal suits on behalf of
children unless 1t fulfilled these
Promises

Most members who spoke ex-
pressed confidence that the MCP
could still win the polls, forced on
Banda by the pro-democracy cam-
palgn and a 1992 cut-off of vital eco-
nomic aid by Western donors to try to
speed up pohitical reforms

Defence Mimster Gen John Mpon-
ela pledged that the armed forces
were ready to protect all citizens
during and after balloting — Sapa-
Reuter
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Banda tipped to bow out in first democratic election

B BY JASPER MORTIMER
STAR AFRICA, SERVICE

Blantyre — Millions of Malaw:-
ans are expected io voie today
m the country’s first democratic
elections, which are likely to
oust longtime president Dr Hast-
mgs Kamuzu Banda.

Yesterday, tawmakers of the
ruling Malaw: Congress Party
unanimously accepted a new
constitution, effectively ending
30 years of one-party rule

Debate

There was little debate as par-
hament rubber-stamped the con-
shtution, completing a formality
that had to be finalised before
voters went to the polls

[n addition to permtting oppo-
sifton pohfical parties, the con-
stitution abohshes scores of re-

LT

. -pressive laws, including those al-

lowing detention without charge
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Absent . .. an empty chair marks the spot where Pre-
sident Banda was to sit at the final session of the one-

party parliament in Zomba yesterday.

The leading opposition candi-
date, tobacco farmer Bakih Mu-
luzi, has said he expects the
polling to be free and farr His
only concern was that Malaw
Young Fioneers, the paramil-
tary arm of the ruling party,
might try to dasrupt the poll

PICTURE AP

Rumours have circulated for
weeks that the Pioneers, who
fled to Mozambique after the
army used force to disarm them
last year, would wreak ven-
geance on election day

In a broadecast last night,
Banda called on the pohce and

olls

1< 19

the army to protect tHe voters

“I appeal to all Malawians to
prove to the world that we are
pohiically mature and that we
can behave hke civihsed ladies
and gentlemen,” said the presi-
dent, who in last year's referen-
dum campaigned aganst the m
troduction of multipartyism

A Commonwealth observer
group spokesman said yesterday
that he expected a mgh turnout
among the nearly 4 million
voters There was widespread
enthusiasm and awareness of
the elections

“The playmg field 15 as level
as it can be under the arcum-
stances,” the spokesman said
After 30 years of one-party rule,
the difference between the state
and the Malawi Congress Party
was not always clear

Observers expect Muluzi, a
Muslim m a Christian-dominated
country, to win as he has drawn
the largest crowds and hails

today

from the south, the most heavily
populated region

He has campaigned for raising
farmers’ prices and free primary
education

But the president, who left
most campaigning to his heuten
ants because of lms advanced
age and faltermg voice, might do
well In rural areas where he still
en)oys respect as the country’s
developer

Unionist

The third-ranked candidate 1s
thought to be Chakufwa Chi-
hana, the ex-trade unionist
whose return from exile two
years ago stimulated the popular
push for democracy

Analysts say his campaign
suffered from focusmg on per-
sonahties of rivals, and his roots
111 the north ;

Iirst results are expecied to-
INOrrow
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BLANTYRE — Malawians,
braving-winiry cold, trooped to
polling stations by donkey cart,
bicycle, foot or any way the

could, -to n landmar
eleetmqé. ,7??
“Wesle eré because we

want to vote This 1s a chance
of a lifetime,” said John Ma-
lata, shivering outside Chigu-
mula polling station, 15km
from Malawtr’s commercial
capital Blantyre, where he
slept to be near the head of the

queuve ZF2(F /‘7/h§" T L

Thousands of people n an
upbeat mood queued with him,
chatting, laughing and waiting
to cast ballots m the southern
African country’s first multi-
party parhamentary ang presi-
dential elections since indepen-
dence from Britam in 1964

Kamuzn Banda, formerly life

, president and now,a candidate

Sapa-Reuter

alawians brave the cold

for re-election in spite of bramn
surgery last year, banned all
opposition and jailed scores of
opponents shortly when he
came to power 30 years ago.

Malawtans, after a period of
political unrest, voted over-
whelmingly last year to lift
one-party rule

In Lilongwe, the capital fur-
ther north, and in Blantyre
hundreds of thousands jostled
to be the first i line

“l don’t care how long it
takes but I will vote,” Cather-
Ine Mulazu said outside a Li-
longwe polling station She and
half a dozen other people had
arrived there n a donkey cart.

Journalists reported long
queues outside polling booths
across the nation of 9,7 million
people, 3,7 million of whom
have registered to vote,

In Limbe, Blantyre’s twin

to vote

city, Umted Nations and other
International monitors mingled
freely with jubiant Malawian
voters In the morning mist

Hours after voting kicked off
In Malawl, there were no re-
ports of violence although
President Banda said overnight
he had heard there had been
some shootmg in the southern
district of Sanje He gave no
details and police declined
comment

Anastasta Msosa, head of the
Independent electoral commys.
Si0n supervising the polls, said
“We don’t know anything about
the incident Maybe later in the
day we may give you a better
pictire ”

The commussion condemned
what 1t said were violations of
the electoral code by some par-
ties but did not elaborate —
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS Close finish expected in Malawi poll @ Human rights probe
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An Israeli soldler waves at a Palestinian crowd as the Israell army quits
the central prison In Gaza. About 150 policemen from Egypt took control

of the prison. PIC AFP

LANTYRE -— Malawtans
vote today in multiparty
elections that are expected
to produce a close finish
but with knowledgeable
analysts predicting defeat for
founder-President Kamuzu Banda.

The front-runner in the campaign,
which unti recently was marred by
stonings and intimdation, 1s farmer-
businessman Mr Bakii Muluz:

The polls are the first democratic
elections sinceindependence in 1964,
and are being closely watched by op-
position parties 1n neighbouring Mo-
zambique and Tanzama Mozam-
bique 1s due to hold 1ts first free elec-
ttons in QOctober, and Tanzama n
1995 Malawian opinion polls are un-
reliable, but observers expect Muluz:
to wan the presidential race, and his
Unrted Democratic Front to emerge
the largest party in parltament

Muluzi has drawn by far the largest
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1S mmgmuudsmEmmman Bakili Muluzi:

t 1
1

crowds More than 10 000 people
cheered tum when he closed his cam-

uﬂmsﬂmn‘.m_wmumhmuﬁaaumﬁ.
wi (730

Change

Unlike Banda, Muluzi hails from the
south, where nearly half Malaw:’s
9 mullion people ive He also profits
from a widespread desire for change
after 30 years of Malaw: Congress
Party rule

But the opposition vote will be split
by two other smaller parties, one led
by the respected dissident, Mr
Chakufwa Chihana

The electoral debate was basically

atussle between the UDF, accusing the
government of squandering funds on
unnecessary projects, and the MCP
emphasising 1ts achievements

In a frail, faltenng voice, Banda,
who 1s believed to be 1n his nineties,
ended his campaign with aradio broad-
cast on Fnday might that hsted the
number of chmes, schools and hospi-
tals his government had bult

Human nghts was not an 1ssue i the
campaign, largely because 1t has been
elevated to the level of mstitutions

Yesterday the parlrament in Zomba
was scheduled to pass a new constitu-
hon that overhauls civil nights legisla-
tion — Sowetan Africa News Agency
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Foreign Minister Jercme Bicamumpaka, contre, talks to H;vinc[a'l amibassador to the UN,
Jean-Damascene Bizimanas, loft, as political affairs director Jsan Bosco Bg;uyumlzn listens

in prior to a UN vote yostorday

Malawians cas
1n first democratics

BLANTYRE — Malawians voted yester-
day 1n thewr country’s first democratic
election, choosing a new president and gov-
ernment to end 30 years of one-party rule
and start the country on the road t V-
ery from poverty and isolation m—“‘

“We feel very high, because this 1s our
chance to select the government we want,”
sald 40-year-old Burton Chumwaza, one of
about 1000 people who waited 1n hne mn the
cold, misty mornng to vote at a Blantyre
suburban primary school

Chimwaza was 10 years old when
Malawi gained independence from Britain
and fell into the wron grip of Kamuzu Ban-
da. Laitle has changed smce then except
Banda’'s power, which became greater as
his eccentricities became more ntrusive
on daily life

Banda’s Malaw: Congress Party 1s one of
eight contesting the vote for 177 parlia-
ment seats and the presidency Opponents
have vowed to improve life for Malaw:'s
8,5-mullion people, and that should not be
too difficult

One of the world's poorest countries,
labourers earn an average of $15 a month
Iliteracy 15 60% and life expectancy 48
years Anestimated 30% of urban dwellers
carry the virus that causes AIDS

Banda assumed absolute power at inde-
pendence in 1964, bannming opposition

He was accused of torturing those who
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spoke against lim and imposed laws that
allowed detention without charge or trial.
Banda refuses to give his age, but he 1s
believed to be fn his Eii rwent
brain surgery last yearw EE
: One of Banda’s former ‘eabuiet i
ters, Bakih Muluzi of the United Demo-
cratic Front, 1s expected to beat Banda for
the prestdency. The other possible contend-
ers are Chakufwa Chihana of the Athance
for Democracy and Kamle % the
Malaw: Democrafic Partyfils Vj
Most of the politictans havk shad¥ pasts
but the election 1s more about ending Ban-
da’s rule than any particular 1ssues,
Banda, a medical doctor trained in the
US and Britan, named himself president
for life in 1971, He was forced to call these
elections after 1992 riots over the detention
of Chihana, a popular opposition figure,
killed more than 20 people and prompted
foreign donors {o freeze aid
Results are expected tomorrow
Banda’s Malaw1 Congress Party did
little to develop Malaw, instead propping
up party faithful into a privileged mrddle
class “Some of us wished we went back to
colomalism,” said voter Goodwn Jere, 49,
recalling the country’s detertoration.
Banda’s election opponents have vowed
to build schools, houses and hospitals and
to exploit the country’s rmneral wealth —
Sapa-AP
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Muluzi leads
by o d idwr v gl >
Malawi poll -

. 4FromPagel 7 A7

adn o

" ing officer had to ope the boxes
~ in front of the public. \ =3O
Dissatisfaction withr Ban '8

- onified by the case of ‘Flores.
 Chilewani, 2, 45-year-0ld mother
" of seven children who ‘said she
was voting for the first time, e

“] didn't vote (in the one-party
sloctions) because there was'in-
timidation and I wasn't happy

"with the government.” ,
Shie expected the elections to
. bring “freedom and Jobs™.
" Thesdepth’ of the disenchant-
| m'e:;jfmith Banda was shown by
the number of eivil servants who
'\ openiy, admitted to voting for the -
' * oppousition “The government
was treating us cruelly,” said

; Department of Lands and Valua-
tiﬂll. e * [N
cy. said they had heard Banda ¢
~ did +n0t vote, even in hig_, Blan-
I!;%l'e pﬂlﬂpﬁ i 70 ?‘tl'i‘ﬁ-f‘h!*: R
“Muluzi, @ Muslim in"a Chrs--
tiin-dominatéd country, drew

{hi¢, largest’ crowds on a ticket’

b

mary education. He’ profited,
from being the only presidentihl} |

candidate from the heavily-popu-
' lﬂ.te(lﬂiﬂllth.‘ l - ‘

‘Final results are expected lute
todayli. !« " 3;‘2.{3"*

‘ U b s ats
- E

" 30-year, one-party rule was pei-, |

Manfred Gombwa, a.clerk: injnhe |

: . ~Staff at ;tile siate news agen-| .

" of ‘crop-price rises and'free pri-
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Aalawians join the
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|march to democracy
e -
BLADEDYRE __ Ragged, but full of ditional autoeratic African stgrlé
hope, Malawians straggled from their But many voters yesterday said they
impoverished villages yesterday to wanted change

vote in the first multi-party election “T'm excited,” said Mr Wilhie Zin-

'} since 1n 65 nee three decades  gani, 40,2 journalist who was detained
| ago i C.T ]%151‘?1‘5. without trial several times “It's a
They %pected to oust'Pres-  right I want to be part and parcel of
dent Kamuzu Banda, the self-pro- my destiny”
claimed life leader who has ruled for
30 years, but failed 1o develop his
country, one of the world's poorest
Mounting calls for democracy,

At rural polling stations, voters 1l-
lustrated the abject poverty in which
they live Most had torn clothes and

teeth, such as Ms Falice Ku-
backed by Western donors who froze MISSINE ’ “
.| desperately needed aid, forced Presi- ?flll?ésﬁﬁ’ who said she wanteﬁd new
« | dent Banda to hold the election Afrl- o
¢+ | ca’s longest-serving dictator, he gov- Former Banda cabinet minister Mr
1| erned through terror and RBakili1 Muluzi of the United Democrat-
- | 1ntimidation, rejecting charges of hu- 1¢ Front 1s_favnred to win after cam-
.| man rights abuses by saying his paigning widely among the largely ru-
people wanted leadership 1n the tra-  ral; Aliterate population, — Sapa-AP
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Argus Africa News Service

BLANTYRE. — Tobacco farin.
er ‘Bakili Muluz; appeared to
be trouncing President Ka-
muzu Banda in Malawy’s first
demécratie election as early
results came 1n today, .

With .seven percent of the
votes counted from a wide va-
riety of distriets, Mr Muluzi
had poiled 177 0o votes, Dr
Banda 75 000 and Chakufwa
Chihana 10 000, g

Several rural distriéts‘in Dr
Banda’s - home centra] region
had'not ‘reported 'by mid-morn-
ing, but Mr Muluzi’s lead

looked unchallengable, y
r Muluzi was outpolling Dr
Banda by a$ much ae five to
one.in the south; Where nearly
half the electorate hve. Signifi-
cantly, the challenger was also
winning in sonie central dis-
tricts, -

‘Fmal résults are expected
later today,

‘Returns from the north,
which' contams the' fewest vot.
€1s, gave the lead to: Chihana,
the dissident who played a
seminal role in the campaign

for 'democracy.

By .mid-murning the returns
were too meomplete tg say
| whether, Muluzi’s United Dem-
| ocratic Front would get a'ma-
jority in the .177-seat parlia-
ment, But Muluzi has said he is
prepared - to form an‘alliance:
with ‘Chihana’s AFORD part_v.}




I UPBEAT MOOD One—party state for

after 30 years may be nearing the end:

LANTYRE, Malawv: —
Malawians braving wintry cold
trooped topolling stations by don-
key cart, bicycle, on foot or any
. way they could sterday to vote
mlandmark elections ﬁ

“We slept here because we want tu vote
This 15 a chance of a hfetme,” said John
Malata _shivermg outside Chigumula poll-
ing statmn, 15km from Malawi’s commer-
cial capital Blantyre, where he slept to be
near the head of the quene

Thousands of people 1n an upbeat mood
queuedj;wnh lm, chaiting, laughing and
waiting to cast ballots i the Southern Afni-
can country’s first multiparty parliamentary
I and presidential elections since independ-
ence from Britamn 1in 1964

President Kamuzu Banda, formerly life
president and now a candidate for re-elec-
tion despite having undergone bram surgery
last year, banned all opposttion and jailed
scores uf opponents shortly after he came to
power 30 years 2go

Malawzans, after a peniod of political un-

-

¥

1‘

rest, voted overwhelmingly last year to lift
one-party rule,

In Lilongwe, the capital further north,
and 1n Blantyre hundreds of thousands
Jostled to be the first in line

“I don’t care how long 1t takes but I will
vote,” Catherine Mulazu said outside a
Lilongwe polling station She and half a
dozen other people had arrived there m a
donkey cart Local journalists reported
long queues outside polling booths across
the nation of 9,7 mullion people, 3,7 rmul-
lion of whom have registered to vote

Hours after voting kicked off in Malaw,
there were noreports of violence, although
Banda said overmght he had heard there
had been some shooting 1n the southern
district of Sanje He gave no details and
police dechined comment

Anastasia Msosa, head of the independ-
ent Electoral Commussion supervising the
polls, smd “We don’t know anything
about the mcident Maybe later in the day

we may give you a better picture ” —

Sapa-Reuter
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Malawi opposition swee

s int_the lead

BLANTYRE — The main opposition par- all 33 seats in its northern strong old Nambote that mitial results from
ties 1n Malawr's first free elections swept Muluzr’'s United Democratic Front the presidential race indicated that Muluzi
parhamentary races I their regional (UDF) won nearly 70 of the 76 parhamen- was ahead with 170 000 votes, followed by

strongholds and businessman Bakih tary seats up for election 1n the populous Banda with 95 000 and ufwa na 8
Muluz: looked set to end the reign of Presi- south, said Mike Nambote, a member of of AFORD with 74 000 ;
dent-for-life Hastings Kamuzu Banda, pre- the party’s election monitoring task force Most of Banda’s munisters from the
limunary results mndicated yesterday “Indications are that the UDF 1s leading south and north lost their parhamentary
Election officials said vote counting in both presidential and parliamentary seats, the parhal results indicate But
after Tuesday’s election had been suspend- elections and is likely to form the majority Vice-president Gwanda Chakuamba and }

ed in some remote regons until today in parhament,” Nambote said

hecause of transportation problems as a Radio reports said Banda’s Malawi Con- state, won two of the 177 parbhamentary "
result of heavy ramns and fuel shortages gress Party had failed to take all 68 seats  seats bemng contested 3
State radio reported thai the opposition m its own stronghold, the central region, In the opposition, all presidential run- |7
Alliance for Democracy (AFQORD) had won with the UDF having taken 15 so far mng mates lost their races — Sapa-AFP [
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democracy

dent 15 something of an odd-ball Balkalh
Mujuzi, 49 this vear, 15 a Mushm m a

Christian-dominated, not (o say Roman Cath-
olic, country

He has an old conviction for theft 1n a land
where the outward mamfestations of correet-
ness, such as conventional dress and old-fa-
shioned manners, are <till mghly valued

He 1s a former secretary-general of the rul-
ing Malawn Congress Party and vet appears
set to oust s former boss, Dr Hastings Ka
muzu Banda, from the presidency

He 15 also a southerner who plans to move
the parliament from the southern city of
Zomba to Lilongwe in the central region

None of this appears to have hurt his cam-
paign In fact, judging by the 10 000-strong
cronds he diew, the people like the barrel-
chested man who addresses them 1n Chr-
chewa in comparison to Banda's speaking in
Enghsh, and who wears an open-necked yel-
iow shirt, against Banda s three-prece suit

"Malawians have nved under very heavy
repression for a long time,” Muluzi saxd
his spacious bungalow the dav before Ma-
lawn s first democratie election

It 15 really amazing that thmgs should
have changed so rapidly

The man likelv to be Malaw1's next presi-

fhe *
\als 01+
wave

SUPREME ruler Hastings
Banda looks set for an enforced

retirement, reports Jaspe
Mortimer of The Star Afrj

9 muhon people live He was born i a willage
called Kapoloma in the tobacco and maize
district of Machinga, about 110 km north-
east of Blantyre

Sdecond, he ran a more policy-orientated
campaign than any other candidate Chi-
hana, who comes from the north, often in-
dulged in mud-shinging And Banda, who
hails from the central remoen and 1s beheved
to be 1n his nineties, left 1t to tus heutenants
to promse more of the same 1 develop-
ment

Crowds cheered when Muluz reminded
them during the election campaign of
Banda's 13 palatial houses and the current
construction of Malaw1's third Reserve Bank
buwlding Muluzi said his government would
sell most of the state residences, turning that
In Lilongwe nto a bigger parhament bwld-

— mg
_ , - ? ‘ s However, sound allocation demands more
e e o ;; T e ; Food for crocodiles than selling off Banda's extravagances
I T T T aR e NBERTER TR Ah EA0f Whal, for instance, does “uluz: intend by his
s o EEERTE EE T : It was a little more than two years ago,  “poverty alleviation programme’?

Turr
—_——— UL L T e R e o ye_ .

March 1992, that the Catholic bishops pub-
hshed thewr open letter chiticising the wiola-

tion of human rights ‘he next month the
exiled trade uniomst Chakufwa Chihana flew
home and was put straight mto prison
Banda had warned he would be {ood for
the crocodiles”

Two things, he responded Encourage
small-scale agro-industres and raise crop
prices He s a farmer himself

He also promises umversal, free prumary
education 1n three years The MCP says this
18 over-ambitious, the schools are already
overcrowded

——mum;u
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xt leader . . . Bakili llage. E AFP

In May a strike in Blantyre turned into
ant-government riots A rumour swept the
city that C"hihana had died in detention The
Pams Club suspended all non-humamtaman
aid to Malaw, pending pohtical reform

Banda tried to carry un regardless, hold-
Ing one-party elections in June But the pres-
sure was sustained Pohtical parties such as
Chihana s Alllance for Democracy (AFORD)
and Muluzis Unmited Democratic Front (UUDF)
sel up shop despite prohibition

Fimally, in June 1993, Banda allowed a ref-
erendum on multipartism He campagned
against it and lost

Muluz1 has rndden the erest of the demo-
cratic wave Observers sav he overtook Chi-
hana for two reasons First, this son of a
driver with the King’s African Rifles hails
from the south, where nearly half of Malawn's

“"We have to begin somewhere,” Muluzi re-
torted He claims his target could be
achieved “with a crash programme” of buld-
ing schools and training teachers

South Afmecan mmestors will be pleased to
know that, for all his popubst talk, Muluz) 1s
pre-busmness Not only does he have exten-
sive trading interests, but one of his UDF
ieutenants owns a ball-bearing franchise
and another runs a major bus company

When a Zimbabwean journalist asked if he
would heed the “dictates” of the World Bank
and the International Monetary Fund, Muluzi
replied ' There 1s no other way ”

He would also be careful about raising
wages “We have to look at the whole eco-
nomic situation

As for Banda, he comments “The man 18
96, let hum go and rest "



Malawians reject Banda

i ' \OI k= [ atlaam The UD
, T e B T 4 | nes e UDI" has vir-
.gﬁﬂﬁzaﬂggamm ' e ERG - tually swept the south, Muluz’s
| ~ . home region Aford has won
Blantyre — Malawians have ) ; every seat in the north, which 1s
overwhelmingly rejected Presi- - i & home to Chihana And the MCP
dent Kamuzu Banda, but could ? X has done best m the centre,

have failed to elect a majorty . ¥ Banda’s native region.
government, substantive returns The north's voting sohdly
showed last mght 5 Aford worries the UDF, Thom-

f
With about half the votes [ ? SOl seud
counted, farmer-businessman ) b 12’1:1&11 we g:rrm %hg‘iﬁemm;g%
Bakili Muluzi had polled ; E, ﬂm” Wed tﬂ ‘l:“ € no

862 000 votes, Chakufwa Chi- . © t neefr 0 I?ve suge rep-
hana 437000 and Banda N E?;ﬁeitfpn om the north m our

418 000

Muluzr's Umied Democratic
Front had won 56 seats i the
177-seat parliament, Chihana's
Alliance For Democracy (Aford)
32, and Banda's Malaw: Con-
gress Party 25 according to pro-
visional results

UDE secretary-general Harry
Thomson said it was touch and
go whether the party would gan
the 89 seats required for a ma-

Loser . . . but Kamazu Banda
still won 418 000 votes.

=

Jority, “but there is suci’a thing
as a mnority government”

Muluz1 has said he would be
willing to negohate an alliance
with Aford, but Chithana has so
far not responded positively

A major concern is that the
voting went along regional and

Malawians took the resulis
calimly, smling broadly as the
radio announced Muluzi’s out-
poling Banda by five to one m
some constituencies

A hotel worker, who did *not
want to be named, smad while
peopie still loved Banda as the
developer of the nation, his MCP
had been ecruel .

» Muluzi rides democracy
wave - Page 19
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BLANTYRE — President Kamuzu Banda,
who has ruled Malaw1 as one-party state for
30 years, has been defeated 1n the country’s
first democratlc elections.

By last mght Mr Bakili Maluz1 of the United Demo-
eratic Front had recerved 960 000 votes 1n the presi-
dential election, compared with Dr Banda’s 418 000
In the parliamentary election, the UDF had taken
74 seats compared with 56 won by Dr Banda’s
Malawl Congress Party
The Alliance for Democracy had won 36 seats The
vesults of 11 constituencies wero still outstanding
Joyous citizens olutching black roosters, the sym-
bol of the ruling party, began celebrating the end of
,the country’s dictatorship yesterday as results
showed Dr Banda headed for defeal

The UDF will be the strongest party in the new
{77-seat parliament, but will be forced to form a
coalition government.

¥1 feel overwhelmed 10 nhave defeated a system
that;has been there for 30 years It's not easy in
Africa,” Mr Muluz1 said

The Commonwealth Observer Group declared —
probably prematurely — the yote was “free and
fa1r” and that they had few reports of intimidation
or violence Dr Banda has said he will abide by the
result — The Telegraph plc London, Sapa-AP
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A barrel-chested Muslim farmer Stops the B

JASPER MORTIMER of The Argus Africa News Service reports from Blantyre @

- . luzt 15 a shady character Tax: driv- —
eﬁm*mﬁmmwﬁﬂwmmﬁmwﬁum MWW, oo ors talk of his profiting from sugar —

f other par-
thing of an odd-ball Bakih Mu- shortages Members 0 er p

ties ask journalists if 1p the West a
luzi, 49 this year, 1S a Muslim 1n convicted thief could become presi-
a Christian-dominated, not to

dent
say Roman Catholic couniry The MCP accuses hum of hypocr!”
He has an old conviction for theft

sy How can & man who served Dr
i a land where the outward mani- Banda, rising to be party secretary-
festations of correctness, such as general until 1983, now attack the
conventional dress and old-fash-

Emm_nmn:ﬁw_m Em:m_anmmuawm:-
_Emwa manners, are still highly val- copter?
ue

“1 must tell you, the way the gov-
fie 15 former secretary-general of

ernment was run it was total
the ruling Malawr Congress Party autocracy Banda was actually the
and yet has beaten his former hOSS,

sole man who gave directions I

Dr Hastings Kamuzu Banda, in this don’t accept that because I was 1D
week’s election and 1s set t0 replace N ; ; P government 1 was part and parcel
him as president =Ly SO i of those over-expenditures "

He 15 also a southerner who plans : | As to his 1968 conviction for
to move the parliament from the : : ey Y 2 . stealing six Malawian pounds while
southern city of Zomba to Lilongwe : MR A . | 1 working as a Lilongwe court clerk,
ih the central region ;" . . Mr Muluz: said the smear makes

None of this appears to have hurt e - = him laugh
s campaign In fact, judgng DY . o A «after that the government gave
the 10 000-strong crowds he drew, e THAE Maws P i e ; me a scholarship to g0 to Denmark,
the people like the barrel-chested «WE'VE WONP: United Democratic Front leader Bakill ?,._:EN_ to go to England (where he studied
man who addresses them 1n celebrales his election d_OﬁOQ with mﬂ_u—.uﬁﬂ."ﬁ—.m at his _Um,_..._”w- s re- at mﬂaamﬂmmumwn— mﬁﬁnmﬁwcﬂm@ col-
Chichewa, 1n comparison to Dr gional offices In Blantyre lege) 1 came back I became a dep-
mwmam__m speaking 1n m“___,..mwm? Mun Mﬂ uzun_vmw%% m%mncEnnm_ mnﬂ_a I
who wears an open-nec mu yellow esidences, turn th i “We have to begin somewhere, ecame an gerved as Minis-
shirt, against Dr Banda’s three- ﬂﬂmmhmﬂw.ﬂu 9 hmﬂ_mwm ﬁMﬁEEEMM# Mr Muluzl H.m_“eﬁm% He claims s ‘e of Education, as secretary-gen-
piece suit building target could be achieved “with a eral Okay, these people can raise

Malawians have lived under Howover, sound allocation de- erash programme’ of building this question today I wonder why
very :Ewmﬁ &.mﬁ.mmmﬁw mE.wm _cﬂm mands ‘tore than sellng off Dr schools and training teachers they mam t raise it when I was a
Wﬂﬂcmm_ gsqmaaﬁ:mmmmwww ﬂﬁmmuﬂ,mm ..wmm, Banda’s extravagances what, for South African mvestors will be MInISLEr
lawr’s first democratic elections ynstance, does Mr Muluzl intend by pleased to know that for all his pop- But Mr Muluz: stramned credibl-

m: his ‘“‘poverty alleviation pro- uhst talk, Mr Muluzi 18 pro-busi- 1ty in the imnterview when he said of

It 15 really amazing that _“ﬁ_u_mm gramme’”’ ness Not only does he have exten- the embezzlement “I can't even re-
mwmim have changed so rapidly Two things, he responded En- sive trading interests, but one of his member what happened ”

We are talking about the alloca- courage small-scale agro-industries UDF lieutenants owns a ball-bear- If he cannot remember, one
tion of resources to productive ar- and raise crop prices ing franchise and another runs a — newspaper has tried its best to re-
eas, HEH. H,ME_:E mma_ ﬁwmw_nmm:mﬁn_m “The price which the sovernment major bus company mnd him, publishing a front-page
ﬂwﬁwﬂ_m&ﬁmﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁ £ andas  has offered to farmers Is far less When a Zimbabwean journalist ~ photo of prisoner CRO 4517/68 hold-
ference amﬂmmm: m waqmwmamnﬁ than the nput cost I'm a farmer asked 1if he would heed the “dic- ing his number

: y & E%mmﬂm I can tell you ? tates” of the World Bank and the As to the sugar allegation, M
and that of MCP 1s that we would ’ Int ational M £ Fund, M g & J r

‘| want to use money properly” Mr Muluzi grows maize and to- ernational Monetary xuné, ;- Muluzi acknowledges he was the

Muluz1 rephed “There 18 no other 1e distribut th 1 |
Crowds cheered when Mr Muluzy ~ bacco OF four farms covering a T sole distributor 1n the early 1930s,
reminded them during the election total of 400 hectares ﬁmum hey are out development  but denes he ever exported sugar
campaign of Dr Banda’s 13 palatial He also promuses umversal, free partners and adds that his monopoly did not
nouses and the current construction primary education In ihree years He would also be careful about  last long |
of Malawy’s third Reserve Bank The MCP says this 15 over-amibl- raising wages “We have to look at If he becomes president, he said
| butding Mr Muluz said hus govern- « s tious, the schools are already over- the whole economic situation he would proceed against Dr Banda
- ment would sell most of the state erowded Critics charge that the real Mu- only according to the rule of law.
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(] Ageing leader offers full support to successor

JASPER MORTIMER
Argus Africa News Service

BLANTYRE. — President
Kamuzu Banda today con-
ceded defeat in both the
presidential and parhamen-
tary elections 1in Malawl
and offered his full support
to his successor, United
Democratic Front leader
Balali Muluz

Minutes after Dr Banda had
conceded in a2 national radio
broadcast, people cheered and
car horns blared in the sireets

of Blantyre as opposition sup-
porters began celebrating.

With some results still out-
standing, 1t was clear that Ma-
lawians had overwhelmngly
rejected Dr Banda

But 1t seemed likely that Mr
Muluz: would fail to get a clear

majority in parliament and
might have to seek a coalition
with Chakufwa Chihana’s Alli-
ance for Democracy, which
was runmng second

Speaking 1n a ponderously
slow volce on the radio, Dr
Banda said that though the
final results were not 1n there
was every indication that Mr
Muluz1 was the clear winners

“1 wish to congratulate him
wholeheartedly for his vic-
tory,” he sard “May I offer him
my full support and co-opera-
tion as he takes over the presi-
dency.

“] wish to assure him that
the Malawi Congress Party
will work with the United
Democratic Front government
in building a better, democrat-
1c Malawl

“Personally, I wish to thank
all Malawians for having al-
lowed me to be your leader for
the past 31 years

“you hstened to me when I
required you to uphold the four
cornerstones of the Malawt
Congress Party, namely, umty,
loyalty, obedience and discl-
pline ”

With about half the votes
counted, farmer-businessman
Mr Muluza had polled 962 000
votes, Mr Chihana 437 000, and
Mr Banda 418 000, Malaw! ra-
dio said

Mr Muluzi’s United Demo-
cratic Front had won 56 seats
in the 177-seat parliament, Mr
Chihana’s Alliance For Democ-
racy 32 and Dr Banda’s Malawi
Congress Party 25, according

to the radio’s provisional re-
sults

Ty Ty g My W el
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3anda set to

B HIGH TURNOUT Farmer Muluzi

looks unchallengeable atter earl_y results:

e, LANTYRE — Tobacco farmer
SN ¥ Mr Bakili Muluzi appeared to be
SRR trouncimg President Kamuzu

Jo Banda 1n Malaw1’s first demo-
Y cratic election as the early results
came 1n yesterday

With 7 percent of the votes counted from
a wide vanety of districts, Muluzi had polled
177 000 votes, Banda 75 000 and Mr
Chakufwa Chihana 10 000

Several rural districts in Banda’s native
central region had not reported by mid-

morning But Muluz1’s lead looked
unchallengeable

Muluz1 was outpolling Banda by as much

as five to one 1n the south, where nearly half
the electorate live Sigmaficantly, the chal-

lenger was also winmng 1n some central
districts

Returns from the north, which containg
the fewest voters, gave the lead to Chihana,
the dissident who played a seminal role 1n
the can}paign'fur{demﬂcmcy

By mid-morming the returns were 00
incomplete to say whether Muluz1’s United
Democratic Front would get a majority 1
the 177-seat parhament But Muluzihas said

pared to form an alhance with

Chihana’s Aford party

Foreign observers said the polls had
been free and farr Earlier the campaign
was marred by chiefs and traditional danc-
ers harassing voters on behalf of Banda’s
Maiawi Congress Party

All parts of the country reported high
furnouts

A major concern 1n the Blantyre area
was that ballot boxes were seen to be
empty At Nyambadwe primary school the
prestding officer began the day by opening
the boxes only 1n front of party agents

Voters outside shouted “The boxes

are full”, presiding officer Mr George
Gondwe recalied The people then re-

fused to vote
After more shouting, Gondwe reopened
the boxes 1n public They contained only
the 13 ballots of the polling staff and party
agents L .
At another station 1n the afternoon an
official held fresh boxes upside down
front of the crowd, but was still greeted by
shouts of “We want to see” — Argus
Africa News Service
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head Malawi' . -
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Blan — Malawians celebrat:’

ed the defeat of President Kamu-
1 zu Banda. iate into last mght, but
resultw dicated the,new pregx—
"dent % would not have a parlia:’
mentary ma ority e 2",

With more than 95 percent of
| the votes counted, the Umted

Democratic Front of president-
| elect Bakih Muluzi had 86 seats
| —— three short of an absolute ma-

jority 22| slg
Banda’'s Malawi Congress
Party 'had 55 seats and Chakuf-
wa Chihana's Alliance for De-
mocracy 386, according to, the
Malawi Rﬂd]ﬂ s electoral team

Provisional talles in the presi-
dential’'race gave Muluzi 49 per-

cent of the vote, Banda 29 per-
cent and Ctuhana, 22 percent

At a press conference yester-
day afternoon, Muluzi said he
would not hesitate to approach
Chihana to_form an alliance af

necessary C[‘]‘v"% * |
"He 18 a Irfiend 0f mine We
have fought together in this ex-
ercise,” Muluzi said, referring to
the two-year campaign for de- \

mocracy

Muluz1 said his priorities
would be the allewiation of pover-
ty and the improvement of
health care and education ]

Asked how he would treat
Banda, whose 30-year ru]e “was
marked by severe reyressmn
Muluz: ‘paxd tribute to Banda ‘as
the founder of the nation

'There would be no witch-hunt,
Muluzi sard
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BLANTYRE — Presit -
dent Kamuzu Banda,
who has ruled Malawi
for three decades,
bowed out graciously
yesterday 1n favour of
Muslim businessman Mr
Bakili Muluz1 after the
country’s first multl-
party elections

Mr Muluzi, leader of
the opposition Umted
Democratic Front
(UDF), had emerged the
winner of Tuesday’s
presidential poll, Dr
Banda conceded 1n a
state radio broadcast
before official results

were released

News of Mr Muluzr’s
victory brought hun-
dreds of chanting and
car-hooting UDF sup-
porters out on {o the«
streets here

“Thas :i‘s‘the real free-
dom we have been wait-
ing for,” libeurer Mr
Kondwan Phin said as
he downed his tools and
rushed to the UDF head-

quarters here “We have finally
shown Bandza the exit door”

;e

Calm and magnanimous in de-
feat, Dr Banda, who 1s offtcially
89 but believed to be well 1nto has
90s, said “I wish him well as he
takes up the challenging assign-

ment as president of Malaw1

“I wish to assure him that (my)
Malaw1 Congress Party will work
with the UDF governmeni 1n

CELEBRATION
capital Blantyre yesterday after hearing 1
time ruler President Kamuzu Banda.

o

building a better democratic
Malaw1” Dr Banda added that he
would offer Mr Muluzi1 his full
support and co-operation

Mr Muluzi, 51, has promised a
change of style, with the fight
against poverty his main aim

Incomplete results of parlia-
mentary elections held simulta-
neously on Tuesday showed the
UDF was also winning the race
for seats

Malawians sing and dance in the streets of the

he concesston speech of long-

Picture AP

With 70% of the vote counted,
the UDF was projected to win
42% of the vote, ahead of the
MCP’'s 35% and 23% for the Alll-
ance for Democracy

Initial analysis of voting Sug-
gested the electorate was divided

along ethnic lines, but UD¥
leaders and other politicians

were quick to play down talk
tribal rivalry — Sapa-AFP
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premdent pledges support for new government

Malawi celebrates

Banda’s defeat.

LANTYRE — Thousands of
Malawsans took to the streets
yesterday 1 an outburst of
joy and celebration aiter
President Kamuzu Banda

conceded defeat1n both the presidential
and parhamentary elections

In aradio broadcast he offered hus full
support to s successor, United Demo-
cratic Front leader Mr Bakili Muluz:

Muinutes later people began cheening,
dancing and singing 1n the sireets of
Blantyre iﬂ

With some results $tll outstanding, 1t
was clear that Malawians had over-
whelmingly rejected Banda but 1t
seemed likely that Muluzi would fail to
get a clear majority 1 parkament and
might have to seek a coaliton with Mr
Chakufwa Chihana’s Alhance for De-
mocracy, which was running second

Clear winner

Speaking slowly on the radio, Banda
said that though the final resulis were
not‘m, there was every indication that
Muluz: was the clear winner

“I wish to congratalate hum whole-

B COUNTRY SIGHS Relief as the

democratic government takes over:

heartedly on his victory,” he said “May
1 offer im my full support and co-
operation as he takes over the presi-
dency

“I wish to assure him that the Malawi
Congress Party will work with the
United Democratic Front government
1n building a better, democratic Malawi

“Personally, I wish to thank all
Malawans for having allowed me to be
their leader for the past 31 years

“You listened to me when I required
you to uphold the four cornerstones of
the Malaw1 Congress Party, namely,
unity, loyalty, obedience and disci-
pline ”

Soon afterwards opposion support-

ers in pickuptrucks began moving along
Victoria Avenue, honking horns and
waving the yellow-and-blue colours of
the UDF

“Somebody’s going to cry,” chanted

the throng, referring to Banda and his
Malaw1 Congress Party

Office workers abandoned their
desks and lined Victoria Avenue, mak-
ing the UDF salute of two clasped
hands Some sang derogatory songs
about Banda's unpopular right-hand-
man, Mr John Tembo

One of several beer-swilling people
standing over a piece of yellow cloth
la1d out in the middle of the street sad
“Thas 1s our colour now, we are tired of
black, red and green (the MCP col-
ours) ” Women crowded into a fabric
shop to buy strips of the UDF ¢olours

“This 1s the moment we have been
praying for for years,” said retired civil

servant Mr Jack Mchenga

Legal clerk Mr George Phiri said
“We’ve been released from 30 years of
mmprisonment ¥ — Sowetan Africa
News Service

[
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BLANTYRE — Malaw) will

turn a new page today when Ba A NEW man replaces e MCP wwm _.:w_mn @wm_mﬁ o
- ' A one-party state for all but th
kili Muluz: (52) 1s sworn 1 this _.(_m_ME_ S mmMmQ past H% Ec.ﬂﬂum - e
afterncon, replacing nonagenay- president toda
1an Dr Hastings Kamuzu Banda However. he is _m_nmwx_v\ to :r%mm dommated by people
1he new president is likely to ’ . acld as lIis treasur er, L.a&:
face a hung parhament face a r::@ Bm_,__m:‘_m:# Tembo, from the centiral region
Final election results gave as his United :oEnmEEﬁ_aE said this meant
Muluzy’s United Demoeratic + that there was a sense of “tlys
Front (UDF) 84 seats — five Um:._oﬁ.mﬂn Front was ttme 1t’s our turn” 1n the elec-
short of g majority ._..“..\m voties m:nu_.ﬁ 0._.. a : tions .
p Wmsﬁ%w Em_mé_w Congress majority, writes JASPER ' The north 1s also something
arty (MCP} won 92 seats and MORTIMER of a place apart, ethmeally more
Chafukwa Chihana's Alliance homogeneous and the least. de.
For Democracy (AFORD) 36 . véloped Qf the regrons in ‘terms
RS, N ., opower of éeonomy and social serviges : ~ M |
Irregularities deliy8d’ the re- Lhe motive s not just to gamn It has’the Smallest shareof'the | = 3 . ”
sults In five seats m the south- g majority but to bring on board ﬁcﬁz_m,w_wu = . Y 1 ° |
ern district of Nsawje,Eléatprilisiaie party that domnates the ~. T R/ s o
Hﬁﬁaﬁuﬁu chairman Justice  norih Historieally "the.north has=4]- “ PR | ’ ) e i >
hstasia Msosa said yester- The regionalisation of the  WAYS besn .strong 1n schools o 3 SO - h ,ﬁ o ERELAT ,
day, adding that the commssion™ 4144 94 the ribjor disappomnt.  However, in 1988 Banda decded - UL s " SRR LA
It called'm polic AHEF WSERRL ¢ T I8! first free elec-  that noriherners were too domi oldo e 'O SR
ing complaints mvczﬂm;m& Vi [T HOL 0 S nee ,.Ednmﬁgammam m nant in the teaching profession R SRR A A - , ™= LR
Moo s L ore e 2 91964 and forced them to reiurn to £ ey ekt : o L "y b ; _
Jﬁ__ I ' - —Iom.ﬂ (! ._,.q.._.wHm QHU.._.H m.ﬂ_._..m.muﬁ HHH__W m_._u_ﬂu,:u. —_— ,H._.Hmmmu —.—ﬁ-gm H-mwm_._ﬂh * w % “h,___.“m- ) " e r mh - .r.....n
:ﬁ:m..cinaam has surprised: Muluzi's home region S0 far no one is predicting A )
-people,” she said 1he MCP won most seais m trouble |
On Wednesday Malaw: Radio  the centpe . Banda’s native AR CE
reported that the Vice-Presi- province d Clash Pl g™ c .,
dent, Gwanda Chakuamba of AFORD took every seat in the The north 1s Fa:ﬁﬂ_wﬁmmm [ ..5_; M
the MCP, had lost his Nsanje north secession WL “ﬁ g T
seat, "It was a question of who A 4
Hours later the station said comes from where,” said Dr i?mﬁm e rep aw#mv.w esterday %
oS a clash between northern |
Chakuamba had won Hermes Chidammodzi, who UDF a AFORD ¢ |
. Observers say 1t is unlikely  heads Malawl , University’s phy- but :a% thy w:ﬁ e TS, + | —E z-
that & recount or even a rerun . losophy department, volved any people were -
of the eleetion would give all five. g 5 SOME people were joking ) . _
Seals i the area to the UDF,  ihaf you could have fielded g In the south, the mood among § |
even though the moﬁuzﬁi”wmfl%ﬁ.ﬂiw.mﬁ%mwﬁ and, if the  ihe parties was relaxed :
party’s stronghold party was strong enough 1n that In Blantyre a truckload of
d

ﬂ:Em_.%m &nﬁmgm _.m%cu,?mwmoEméE_E :mdmccm,mzﬁwcimamngﬂm past a
wﬂmwm»wﬁ?m Wﬁ_ _mmm are-J aﬂﬂw% voted for the dog Squad of MCP youths in red
hé wall ﬁﬂm‘cm IAFORD with 2 Analysts give several reasons

caps
view to giving it a share in  fop this trend They waved and shouted gt

each other 1n a spirit of friendly
— Iivalry

But the warning signs are
there

One Malaw: paper spoke yes- . .
terday of the risk of civil war VICTORY. Malawi’s

Chidammodzi was not as v_.mmmn_.m:ﬂ-m_mnﬁ Bakili
alarmist, but urged Muluz; to Muluzi, left, celebrates
take stock yesterday with Harry

“The cracks that have Thompson,
emerged should be repaired jm- secretary-general of the
Hﬁ.mammﬂm“_.ﬂ. otherwise we are —._——.u_..nmﬂ.* —Umaonﬂﬂ.ﬂmﬁ —uﬂﬁv:_ﬁu
heading for serious trouble,” he which won the Malawian

said’ election. PHOTOGRAPH Ap
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By JOHN EDLIN: Blantyre

BAKILI MULUZI was sworn m as
Malawr’s new president yesterday, ending
years of Kamuzu Banda’s
autocratic one-party rale.

Mr Muluzi was maugurated at a festive
ceremony attended by 70 000 — and imme-
diately closed down three jails he said had
been abused by Dr Banda’s government.
He ordered political prisoners freed.

workers spent the night before

the ceremony tearing down pictures and

other references to Dr Banda.

But Mr Muluzi has shown he will not he
chsessed with removing all traces of Dr
Banda — who conceded defeat before the
final count of votes from Tuesday’s first
muiti-party elections;

Mr Muluzi, a Muslim and former minis-
ter who heads the United Democratic
Front, and his chosen vice president, Jus-
tice Malewezi,will serve five-year terms

Mr Malewezi hails from the central re-
gion, which voted heavily for Dr Banda’s
Malawi Congress Party in this week’s polls,
He was secretary to the “Lion of Malawi”
until he fell out of favour three years ago.

Malaw, held together for three decades
by Dr Banda’s one-man rule, enters an era
of democracy deeply split on tribal lines,
with Mr Muluzi’s party unable to gain an
outright majority.

The poll divided the centra] African
natien of 9,7 million into three tribal parts
Mr Muluzi swept seats in his southern
powerbase, Dr Banda thumped opponents
int his midlands homebase and trade unigp-

Joy as ‘Lion of
replaced by new

S Mo

- -

2,
,— -

L
president
22 lslg &
ist Chakufwa Chihana, of the Alliance f
Democracy, triumphed in his native north.

The official ballot results gave Mr
Muluzi’s party 84 seats — five short of a
victory it needed to earry parliamentary
decisions, including rewriting the constitu-

tion, on its own uﬂ-ﬂv

Those five seats, whost-results Were
withheld when all others were announced
on Friday, are the subject of an inquiry by
Malawi’s independent electoral commis-
sion — which conducted the presidential
and parliamentary ballot:- o .

Final results were siill awaited amid
official acknowledgement of some voting

lawi’ i

irregularities in {he heavily populated
south — Mr Muluzi’s home revion.

But election commissign president Anas-
tazia Nsosa confirmed the strong showing
of the UDF, which ke said bad so far won 84
of the 177 seats m parliament, compared
with 52 for Dr Banda’s party and 36 for Mr
Chihana’s party.

Malawians are waiting to see if Mr Mu-
luz1 will persuade Mr Chihana, his former
Opposition rival, to join g proposed coal:-
t10n government,

) n,.ﬁ B_ﬂ& ﬁw.ﬂ
politicians recycled from the MCP”.
With the partying over after the inaogu-
ration, the issue of tribalism challenges My
Muluz starkly, if not dangerously.,

Malawi’s mdependent Nation newspaper
said on Friday that tribalism was unge-
ceptable 30 years after mdependence from
Britain. — Additional Teporting by
Sapa-Reuter-AP

—— - R
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Lilongwe — Malawn's {wo mam
pro-democracy pariles started
crucial talks today on the forma-
fion of a coalition government
after final results confirmed a
hung parhament

If all goes well at the meeting
in Blantyre, a Cabmnet should be
announced tomorrow, the secre-
tary-general of the Umted Demo-
cratie Front (UDF), Harry Thom-
son, said yesierday

Thomson! who will lead the
UDE in the talks with the Alh-
ance For Democracy (Aford),
sald discussions on the tele-
phone had s¢ far gone well

Butl'a source close to the par-
fies said the negotiations could
be scuppered by an expected.
Aford proposal that Maiawa be-

Prestdent Muluzi 5 seats shy and seeking coalition

No majo

comes a federal state

Malawrans view the talks not
only in terms of a parhamentary
majority, but as a means of
bridging the division between
the south, which voted over-
whelmmgiy for President Bakih
Muluzr’'s -GDF; and the north,
which voted solidly for Chakufa
Chihana’s Aford

Meanwhile the electoral com-
mussion yesterday ordered a re-
eleciion m two southern consti-
tuencies’ where 1rregularities

were discovered.
1he commssion found there
had been tampering with ballots
1n Nsanje North, the seat of for-
mer vice-president Gwanda Cha-
kuamba, and Nsanje South-west
Both seats had been awarded
to the Malaw1 Congress Party
{(MCP) of ex-president Kamuzu
Banda
Ballots and ballot counterfoils
»had disappeared and figures
* Kept by election monitors did not
tally with those officially record-

S mu\mm.m. \nwh_r.

rity in Malawi

ed, the commission sad

This 1s the first evidence of
fraud in the elechons, which for-
eign observer organisations,
such as the Commonwealth, had
previously declared to be free
and far

The polls were the first mulf-
party elections i 30 vears

Giving the final breakdown of
parliament, the commission ssud
the UDF-thad won 84 seats —
five short of a'majority

The MCP had captured 55

seals Aford 36

In a further development yes-
terday, President Muluzi, who
was sworn 1n on Safurday, dis-
solved the boards of directors of
the more than 40 parastatals

Muluzi’s office said new
boards would be appomnted soon

The orgamsations, ranging
from the University of Malaw: to
the national airline, were
manned by appomtees of Banda.
Former mimster of state John
Tembo chaired most of them or

N

e —— Ty

—_——— —

was a board member 1n the
Major ones
The orgamsation arousmg the
most controversy has been the
cenfral bank. Governor Francis
Perekamoyo 15 closely associat-
ed with the Banda regime

The new povernment wants
the bank to be independent of
political influence and base its
appomtments on mert

“This country 1s poor and we
will not condone corruption,”
Muluzi said in lus maugural ad-
dress to the nation

The primary targets of the
move are directors hinked 1o the
MCP

Asked if Tembo would be
axed, Thomson said. ““We are
not aming at hm only ,We are
aimng at MCP funcfionares 1n
places of importance ™

14
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LANTYRE — Newly elected
Malawian President Bakily
Muluzt was given a standmng
Ovanon at the weekend when
he announced a general am-
nesty for all politrcal prisoners, and
commuted to hfe imprisonment the
death sentences of ordinary prisoners.

Muluzi (51) made the announcement
m lus first speech to the nation shortly
after hus presidential manguration. The
mavguration followed the country’s
first multiparty election, which stripped
one of Africa’s longest serving auto-
crats, Dr Kamuzu Banda, of power.

A crowd of 60 000 supporters packed
Kamuzu Stadium on Saturday to hear
Mulvz: and to watness the birth of the
new-Malaw: They chanted “Scenes

—_——

celebrates as the rule of Banda ends:

have changed 1n Malaw;”.

The amnesty and life Imprisonmernt
sentences will take immediate effect.

Along with these measures, Muluzi
also ordered immediate closyre of the
country’s three notorious political de-
tention camps Amud wild applause
from the crowd he said thege camps
were closely associated with the
“shameful” violatron of human nights
under the rule of Banda’s Malawi Con-
gress Party ‘The president also mvited
all intemational human rights organisa-

lions to Malaw, saymg. “They are free
to visit this country apd in our
prisons as they wish :NH_ i v
Muluz said the 300 ion kwacha
State House bult by Bandain Lilongwe
should be turned mio a Parliamentary _
chamber He sard Malawi could ot
afford the luxury of having state rési-
dences 1 each of the country’s 24 dis-
tricts Muluzi said the day was amero- .
rable occasion to be cherished muﬂnwﬁmmm
the moment that ushered re] change _
into Malawi —. Sapa. ~ " d
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Steps afoot
to stop drug
traffickers

Stor 2,5 (519

H POLITICAL CORRESPONDEN

Cape Town — The Government
is to take steps against drug traf-
ficking, “some of which is carried
out by foreign nationals who are

. re~rdent in the country™.

On immigration, President

. Mandela saxd in his address.

“The Government will also deal

" sensitively with the issue of pop-

ulation movements into the coun-
iry, to protect our workers, to
guard against the exploitation of
vilnerable workers and to en-
sure friendly relations with all
countries and peoples.”
Speaking at a press briefing
yesterday, Water Affairs and For-
estry Minister Kader Asmal sad
the country needed an “‘open,

trgnsparent and nopracial” jm-
et Gl
Minister of Arts, ~Sel-

ence and Technology Dr Ben
Ngubane said South Africa was
willing to share its resources,
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Malawr’s govt a blend [

of the old g%d the new

BLANTYRE -~ Malawy’s first democra
ally elected president i 30 years had ap-
pomted a government blending veteran
admunistrators with new faces, political
analysts said yesterday

The 20-member team announced by Ba-
kili Muluz: included various former minis-
ters who, Itke Muluz, fell out of favour
with Kamuzu Banda, the aged and ailing
autocrat voted out of office last week

The four new faces are middle-aged law-
yers or technocrats

Cassim Chilumpha takes over as defence
minister, Wenham Nakanga as justice
mimster, Attorney-General Peter Fatch
as home affairs minister and Collins Chizu-
mila as fransport and communications
munmster.

Muluzi was sworn in on Saturday to
replace Banda, who had governed smce
independence from Britain in 1964.

Muluzi, a one-time education mmster
and secretary-general of Banda’s Malaw:
Congress Party (MCP), vowed his ruling
United Democratic Front would improve
the lives of Malaw's 9,7-million people.

“My priority 1n this government 1s pov-

erty alleviation,” he said. “I'm talking -

abont the provision of social services I'm
tallung about roads I'm talking about hos-
pitals and classrooms. We have a lot of
responsibilities to fulfil,”

He appointed as his most experienced
cabinet member Aleke Banda, 39, to fill the
post of finance minister: Banda, who 1s not
related to Kamuzu Banda, served under
previous MCP governments 1n the finance

ourrsm portfolios He‘ﬁas fired mn

1976 after falling out of favour
Another former MCP veteran 1s Fidward
Bwanali, 46, the new foreign mmmster He
held the portfolios of health, education and
local government before differing with
Kamuzu Banda. The new vice-president,

Justin Malewezl, was a former secretary
to Kamuzu Banda
Former diplomat Mangwazu’s ap-

pointment as economic planning and de-
velopment minister was a reward for the
support of lus Malawi National Democrat-
1¢ Party in the poll, analysts said

Three extra portfolios have yet to be
filled, bringing the cabmnet strength to 23

Political analysts said Muluzi and his
cabinet had inherited scant resources to
improve the lot of Malawians, whose per
capita income is around $200,

The economy has been hit by two con-
secutive years of drought Private sector
forecasts project GDP to drop between 6%
and 10% in 1994,

Muluz: said he hoped for resumed aid
from Western donors who withdrew funds
to apply pressure on Banda over human
rights violations
. “Iwill be puttang together an economic
team to go around and seek finance,” he
said “The expectations of people are very,
very high and T hope the international com-
rmunity and the donors will be sympathetic
to these expectations of our people”

The new admirustration must also unite
a country whose people voted mainly on
tribal lines — Sapa-Reuter

—_—
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[ Blend of veterans

v, Blantyre -— Malawi’'s
* first dembocratically elect-
ed president 1 30 years
has appointed a Cabinet
+ blending veteran admin-
L., istrators with new faces,
(I.% political analysts said
Wo: yesterday

‘.~ The 20-member ieam,

{1 announced on Tuesday
W4 Uioht by President Bkl
tloy Muluz, included various
] ‘-EL former Ministers who,
t7 % like Muluzi, fell out of fa-

i

¥

“ your with Kamuzu

. Banda, the aged autocrat
. yoted out of office in last

L

“
v. week's multiparty elec-
tion.

LA
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,
1. The four new faces are

middle-aged lawyers or
3 technocrats.

J*v Cassim Chilumpha
takes over as Defence

= | "Minister, Wenham Na-

kanga, as Justice Minister
. and Attorney-General,
' Peter Fatchi as Home Af-
" fairs Minister and Collins
- Chizumila as Transport
. and Communications
. Minister
Muluzi, a 5i-yeaf-old
. Muslim businessman,

was sworn 1 on Satur-

PRESIDENT
Muluzi says his
government’s
priority will be
the alleviation

of poverty

day to replace Banda,
who had governed since
1964,

Muluzi, a one-time edu-
cation minster and sec-
retary-general of Banda's
Malawi Congress Party
(MCP), vowed thai his
ruling United Democrahe
Front would improve the
lives of Malawi's 9,7 mil-
lion people.

“My priority in this
government is poverty al-
leviation,” he fold report-
ers while presenting the
Cabinet

“'m talking about the
provision of social ser-
vices I'm talking about
roads. I'm talking about
hospitals and classrooms
We have a lot of respon-
sibilities to fulfil.”

He appointed his most

and fresh faces N

’

experienced Cabinet
member, Aleke Banda, as
Finanece Minister, l
Banda, who is*not re-
lated to Kamuzu Banda,
served under MCP gov-
ernments 1 the finance
and tourism portfohos
He was fired m 1976 after
falling out of favour

Another former MCP
veteran is Edward Bwan-
ali (46), the new Foreign
Affairs Minister He held
the portfolios of healih,
education and local gov-
ernment before differing
with Kamuzu Banda.

__New Vice-President
Justin Malewezl was 8
former secretary to Ka-
muzu Banda.

Former di'blomat Tim
Mangwazu's appomtment
as Economie Planning
and Development Minis-
ter was a reward for the
support of his Malawi Na-
tional Democratic Party
1n the poll, analysts said.

Three extra portfolios
have yet to be filled,
bringing the Cabinet
strength to 23. — Reuter

it
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new leader
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must deliver; the

 runk with beer and excite-
ment, the woman stood mn

the middle of the high
street, blocking the traffic and
bellowing. “Now we change,
change' change'! chanie!™
Hopes of change filled the aw
here last week as thousands of
Malawians took to the streets
minutes after President Kamuzu
Banda conceded defeat in the
couniry’s first free elechions 1n

30 years.
Opposition supporters sang

and danced in the street. Women
rushed into fabric shops to buy
the vellow cloth of the wictorious
United Democratic Front

The celebrations are now
over. Bakih Muluzi, the tobacco-
farmer who beat Banda, reaping
nearly half ihe voie, has been
sworn m. The period of waiting-
for-results has begun

Expectations are enormous,
From the mother of seven 1n
Blantyre's Nyambadze location

to the men selhng bamboos for
fencing in a village outside Li-
longwe, one hears the same de-
mand, “Freedom and jobs”

Muluz has to delwver He cam-
paigned on a ticket of democra-
¢y, poverty alleviation, free pri-
mary education and an end to
state extravagance

At his mauguration he showed
he was wilhng to move fast on
democracy He ordered the re-
lease of the remaining pohtical
prisoners (thought to number
fewer than 30}, closed three pris-
ons refarded as torture cham-
bers of Banda’'s Malaw Con-
gress Parfy, and granted
international human rights
groups access to all jails

He took office wath a free
press up and runmng, albeit re-
cently established Malawian
journalists walked away from
Muluzi's posi-elechion press con-
ference m high spmts

Muluz: has to move on the
Malaw1 Broadcasting Corpora-
tion Durng the campaign for-

| eign observers criticised the

MALAWI'S new ," he continued ‘“‘How?.!

president, Bakili
Muluzi (left), faces
tough challenges in
meeting the high
expectations aroused
by the defeat of the
dictatorial Dr Banda,
writes Jasper
Mortimer of The Star

Africa Service

MBC for giving too much play to
the MCP Diplomats say Muluz
will purge pro-MCP executives

He is also expected to remove
Banda’'s racist restrictions
Banda took a series of steps
agamnst the Aswans, prohibiting
them from the sugar trade and
the transport industry and clos-
ed thewr shops in rural areas

He also took 1t into his head
that teachers from northern Ma-
lawi, which has a high propor-
tion of schools, were too strong
1n the teaching profession He
decreed that all northern {each-

ers must move back to ther
home region

Extravagance

At hig first press conference,
Muluzi said he would treat all
Malawians equally, and allow
anyone to apply for citizenshp

Muluzi has also moved fast on
extravagance The 70000 inau-
guration crowd cheered when he
announced he woiutld not be
using the 13 state residences
Banda mamtained these man-
sions at a cost equalling the total
outlay on hospital drugs

But these changes are the
easy ones The real test of Mulu-
zi's presidency wil be how fast
he moves on job ereation, rural
poverty and primary education

Malawy, once an Afmean suec-

cess story, now posts some

alarming figures Its rural popu-
lation 1s the world's third
poorest Its population of 9 mil-
lion has the second highest
“crude birth rate” m the world
54 live births per 1000 people
Its women have the third highest

fertility rate the average Mala-
wian mother has seven to eight

children

This impacts on the country’s
one natural asset its sol In the
drought of the early 1980s Ma-
lawva was the one central and'
southern African state that did
not need to import food But
today the soil 1s being eroded as
people plunder the forests n
search of fuel for their homes

“Malaw can still feed 1tself,”
South African ambassador
Llewellyn Crewe-Brown said 1n
an interview, “(but) the popula-
tion growth rate 1s too lngh ”

Muluzi is aware of what 1s
going on “I'm concerned about
the feling of trees,” he told the
press, “we don’t want to turn
Malaw into another desert ”

He also knows that the ero-
sion 18 fuelled by the competition
for land between the nullion- of
smallholders and the big tobace-
co and tea estates Smallholders
are now cultivating the mountain
slopes, exacerbating the defores-
tation

“My government will have to
address 1tself to (the land) prob-

don’t know We defimtely would
not like to go around snatchng
some people’s land.”

The answer was typical of Mu-
luzi's platform e knows what
needs to be tackled, but he lacks
plans

Dr Hermes Chidammodz: of
Malaw1 Unversity's philosophy
department said this 1s the lega-
cy of 30 years of one-party rule:
a certain “amateurism” mn pol-
cy-making g

"I dadn’t see any party commng
forward with concrete proposals
as to how they were golng fo
soive the problems ” ,

But Crewe-Brown is more op-
timsic “The important thing,”
he said of the new president, “is
that he is serious in wanting to
(tackle poverty) and he knows
he has to work out how he is

gomng to doit.” ,
A young Malawian manager
said the people know that 1t will
take Muluzi time to revive the
economy and create jobs Bui
they expect him to deliver quick-
ly on his pledge of free primary
education r

1

Crash =

“If he doesn't do that, there
will be trouble,” the manager
said ~

One of the biggest changes &
Muluzi's presidency has already
come about It meant a lot to
people in Malaw, but appears to
have been 1gnored by the foreign
press |

Banda spoke only Enghsh He
used an mterpreter io deliver his
speeches it the other official lan-
guage, Chichewa. He had forgot-
ten hus first language during the
more than 30 years he spent
abroad. After his return m 1958,
he never bothered to re-learh
Chichewa. '

For the first time m its his-
tory, Malaw1 now has a presi-
dent who speaks the language
that most people understand

- ,
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LILONGWE - Talks between Malawl's
new ruling party azid an opposition party
to form a coalition government have col-
lapsed after they failed to agree on key
issues, officials said yesterday

The talks were between President Bakili
Muluz'’s Umted Democratic Front (UDF),
which narrowly missed winning an overall
majority n the elections on May 17, and
the Alliance for Democracy (Aford) of
veteran trade uniomst Chakufwa Chihana.

‘“The talks are defimtely off. No further
dates have been fixed,” said Defence Min-
1ster Cassim Chilumpha

- _ ,
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Aford vice-president Peter ﬁlesu said
“Our talks have collapsed”

Opposition leaders have urged the new
government to consult various pohtical
groups to prevent the couniry polarising
on regional lines = O

The elections for the presidency and the
177-seat national assembly split Malaw
along tribal hines, with Aford sweepmng the
north, Kamuzu Banda’s Malaw: Congress
Party (MCP) taking the central region, and
the UDF most of the south

The UDF won 84 seats, the MCP 55 seats
and Aford 36. — Sapa-Reuter.




L - L -
Paad JPUAT™ Domapes nan e
L e T

| —

—_
- A

CORVYOSVOAY S

IN the warm afterglow of an
election victory that ousted
Africa’s longest-ruling dicta-
tor, Malawi’s new president
faces the cold fact that

democracy isn’t an easy road

The easy part was for wealthy
businessman Bakili Muluzi, 51, to
get rid of 96-year-old Kamuzu
Hastings Banda at the recent
polls

The hard part is to erase the
stramms of three decades of ruth-
less, rapacious reign through
which thousands of Malawians

were detained, tortured, assassi-
nated or hounded 1nto exile while

hundreds of miullions of dollars
were plundered from the state
coffers.

Mr Muluz, gemal, hespecta-
cled President of the Second
Regubhc, lias already got off to a
bad start.

While he trounced the despot
known as The Conqueror or The
Messiah n the presidential elec-
tions, the Westernised southern
Mushm captured only 84 of the

177 National Assembly seats, five
short of a simple majority that
would enable his United Demo-

cratic Front to govern on its own.

Instead, Mr Muluzi needs law-
makers m the opposition — Dr
Banda’s Malaw1 Congress Party
holds 55 seats, trade-union boss
Chakufwa Chihana’s Alhance For
Democracy has 36 and two seats
are in dispute — to pass legisla-
tion’in the first democratic par-

liament smce mdependence from
Britain 1n 1964

“The 1rony 1s that we've had
free and fair elections but we end
up with a lame-duck president,” a
Western diplomat whose govern-

ment helped force the elections

after joiming other donor states
two years ago m freezing $70-

mllion 1n aid

By JOHN EDEIN in

Blantyre, Malawi

Dr Banda, who uum 7ed oppo-

sition parties and declared him-
self president for life after inde-
pendence, often argued that
Western-style democracy was in-
appropriate mn a confinent that
had traditionally been ruled auto-
cratically by kings, chiefs, head-
men and (in the Islamic world)
emirs He also prophetically
warned that his tribally homo-
genous land would be split apart
1f multi-party politics were al-
lowed

Dr Banda was quie right
Northerners voted for their home
boy, Mr Chihana Central pro-
vince voters opted for Dr Banda,
who came from there And the
new president garnered most of
the votes from his southern pro-

vince homeland

S0 Mr Muluzi has a problem
with his minority government —
to face up to the very real tribal
divisions, try to play one oif
against the other to survive

pohitically and to reward his' |’
southern voters while making,

sure the central and northern
provinces get a shee of the cake,

That won't be easy.

Mr Muluzi has already.alienat-
ed the opposition by naming a 20-
member cabinet that included.
only people from lis own party.
(Given the hung parliament, oppo-
sition leaders contend, he shonld’
have included some legislators
from Dr Banda’s MCP or Mr Chi-
hana's Alhance,

. It means that the old dictator,
with the help of a fellow-
opposition leader .who was for
monthsiguest of Dr Banda’s pris-
ons, can n the name of democra-
cy block any legislation the ruling
party tables in the assembly

{ 1

_ -y -
—_— st

Y- -

[l S S . ¥ L~ — TR P

an =

1
U
f
1
i

*
4

j




S

W Malaw?

emerges
§ Omltp\‘lyl L}>

i

anda’s

control

LIFE is undergoing
change with Banda

Faatchu said teaching ancient
languages would.be phased out
unless Malawians — most hikely
former pupils — could take over

Repealing dress codes en-
forced by Malawi’s government
smee the hippie era of the 1960s,
new President Bakili Muluzi has
allowed women to wear pants in-
stead of obligatory ankle-length
dresses and permitted men to
sport shoulder-length hair for

ousted, reports
Anderson Fumulani

from Blantyre

e — e ————

Furmgn nannies are out,

and so are whte professors of
Latin and Greek A ban on Imnl-
<kirts has been lifted, television
will soon ar and men can now
grow their hair long

Four months after coming to
power, Malawr's first demo crat}-
cally elected gnve_rnment is
dragging this poor African coutt
try out of a three-decade time
warp fostered by former dictator
Hastings Kamuzu Banda.

Prudish dress codes have al-
ready been repealed by the par-
liament, TV should be broadcast
next year and new restricions
on work permits for foreigners
stipulate that if locals can do the
10b, outsiders need not apply.

“We told the people we would
create employment for
ans ihere are many local
nannies available,” said Peter

Faaich, home affars immster in !

the ruling Unifed Dem atic
Front =i

A fierce suppoéer of Western
conservatism, Banda hired main-
ly British executives to run the
central bank, the Staie arlnes

and his own busiess empire of
farms, stores and a bakery

chamn.
As a classics scholar, he also

Malawi- *

the first time

Television

Though pro-Western, Banda
disapproved of liberal Wesiern
fashions and feared foreign nfiu-
ences that television could bring.

The former Presbyterian

-

| elder, hinself always attired in a

st and Homburg, was unshak-
ably old-fashioned m Ius rule

Banda, ailing after bram sur-
gery in South Africa last year,
has rarely been seen 1 public
since his defeat at the polls

He was foreed to call the elec-
hon after anti-government riots
and a Western ad Ireeze pro-
testing human rights violations
under his last years of increas-
mgly brutal rule,

Faatch:y said the new
government was not trymg to
shut out foreigners, but m the
future only 1nvestors and
experts whose resources or
skills could be found locally
would be given permits to live mn
Malaw.

“We are not against expatri-
ates as such, We mmwite them 1o
come and mvest,” he said.

Under Banda, development
was reserved for government fa-
cilities, with rural areas growing
poorer and poorer

Since the May election, sever-
al foreign companies have
sought mnng exploration rghts
in the mamly agricultural coun-
try and the government says a
South African consortium is fina-
lising a deal to mme minerals

Proposals to build a casino on

gave his nation the largest edu-
cational mstitute m the wnr]:d
where Latm and Greek are still
compulsory subjeets, taught up
to unversity level

The 400-student college Was
buili 1 1981 to copy the exclu-
sive private schools m Britain.

The new government has said
it 15 not agamst private schools
but wants them to be more ac-
cessible S

i —

| the shores of Lake Malaw,
turned down by Banda on moral

ounds, have also been revived,
officials say. — Sapa-AP
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a tragic paradox and a bold initiative from which South Africa can learn

tmportant lessons. Health Writer David Robbins reports from Malawi

Health hinges on reforms in Malawi

‘me publicity brochures

call Malawi ‘the warm heart of
Africa , and toumsts flock here
to see the wildhfe and experi-
ence the beauty of the lake

The other side of the comn 15
that Wie expectancy for Malawr-
BNS is only 44 years.

Even more shoeking 15 that
one out of every four children
dies before the age of five

Such health status indicators
provide a glimpse of hardship
and suffering which 1s dufficult to
imagmne But they do not neces-
sanly indicate a health-care sys-
lem 1n & state of collapse In-
deed, the contrary 1s true.

John Chikahuda, 20 years
with the Malawian Ministry of
Health and now health project
officer wath the United Nations
Childrerts Fund in Lilongwe, 15
Unequivocal

‘In terms of heaith structures
and services we re probably
ahead of nrost countres in Afri-
ca Rural commumties are in
fouch wath the service We have
the staif and goed referral sys-
tems, " he declares.

‘Certainly, the health serviee
has problems, but not so large
8s fo explain why our indieators
are among the worst 1 the
world.’

The hidden [actor can be ex-

ing at the fundamental causes of
ill health, Chikakuda explans.
‘More hospitals, clinies and
medjcal services aren't going to
solve the problem. I think the
message is straightforward. any-
thing which impacts on the well-
being of people is g health 1ssue.

“[n our case, it s grnding pov-
erty at the household level.

I the cause can be expressed
in & word, so can the cure Alle-
viatior. But how to do this?

One of Malaw s better publi-
clsed achievements, 1n & country
where more than 80 percent of
people still ive on the land, has
been self-sufficieney in food.

But the statisticians have been
making these calculations at 2
national level, and omitting cru-
cial elements.

For a start, a lot of the food is
grown on commercial estates for
export, Secondly, people have to
sell a proportion of thelr own
food production to meet their
cash commitments in the form of
school fees, essential supplies,
clothing, and so on

The arrval of nearly a milion
Mozambrean refugees durmg the
19803 and the great southern
Alrican drought of the early
19805 have placed even more
stress on family budgets.

80 much so that 2 poor rainy
season can bring the seepire of
starvation very close to hun-

Pedal-power is still .\n_..m

hen 1t comes to
transportation in rural
Malawt the bicycle
holds centre stage Minibus
taxis exist, and, of course,
buses — amazingly some of
them double deckers — are i
dlways in evidence But the
humble brcycle easily
cutnurmbers these forms of _
transport

Considerable support
actmvities hne the village strests
puncture repair places spare
parts outlets, and mechantcs
offenng everything from minor
adjustments to complete
overhauls All this to keep the
two-wheelers rolling on the
roads and tracks and footpaths |
of thus predommantiy rural
country

[t's fascinating to see just
how much can be camed on 3
bike Speciat attachrments above

the rear wheel enable 3

In some areas 1 visited nud-

way through the eurrent dry

main way to get round

machine to be so lcaded with
fire wood that from behind
there 1s no sight of the nder at
all And considerable guantities
of casava roots and other
foodstuffs can be loaded fore
and aft.

On the health care-scene,
nurses and health assistants are
already cycling to autlying
clinics, therr medicines and
essenttal equipment loaded
behing

Now a brand new mnosation
Is beng tested the bicycle
ambulance I1t's 5 bike with a
narrow trailer in tow really lke
a stretcher on wheels.

As one nurse remarked k|
gives the man something useful
10 do while the woman sin -
labour *

The cost of a ready-to-pedal
bicycle ambulance? Just 1 500

| Malawian kwachas, which s

around R750

. ik

the national average for modep-
ate and severe underweight

been the establishment of ihe
Agmeultural Development Mar-
keting Corporation wiuch pro-
vides a ready market for surplus
trops, and then sells back to the
popilace in times of need.

It's a good idea but its been
&ble to buy low and sell high, ex-
acerbating the difficulties expe-
rienced by the householder,”
says Chikakuda. ’

But new President Bakili Mu-
vz has acted quckly to launch
the Poverty Alleviation Pro-
gramme.

The president himself will pre-
side over a special counci to
monitar the work of a national
steering comimiftee charged with
the respensibility of co-ordipat-
Ing the work of task forees co-
vermg evervthing from agricul-
ture to social welfare and the
youth,

“Thus sirict momtoring of pro-
gress underscores the impor-
tance government atiaches to
the reduchon of poverty In this
country,” Muluzi said

From the point of view of im-
proving a nation's health, it’s a
programme which speaks vol-
umes for the multisectoral ap-
proach, and also for the close
linkages which must be mam-
tained between health and de-
velopment,

Interestingly, most of the
medivm-term components of the

ofunteers perform an
important health
pramation and monitonng

_

_ function i hundreds of Malaw:
villages

’ They are trained to provide

nutntional education,

adrmiruster cooking clubs advise
on sanitation and the

protection of water supplies
and record the weight of
babres

Mothers of 98 percent of all
ctuldren in Malawt are n
possession of health cards with
weight and immunisation
records.

Health surveillance assistants
{12 weeks training) also work
n the villages, ca-ordinating the
work of the voiunteers
_ Health assistants and public

heaith inspectors undergo two

(w9

_ Volunteers are key t

and four year technikon traming
programmes.

Medical assistants {three
years) and clintcal officers (five
years) are trained in a clinical
setting at a special school in
Lilongwe

Cimical officers form the
backbone of Malaw:’s health
sefvices

They are trained In
dragnastics and basic surgery
Often they are in charge of
district hospitals, with qualified
doctors serving anly in the
larger centres

Malawi now trams 1ts own
daoctors ang will soort be
producing arcund 15 a year
The bram drain has caused a
shortage of doctors in the

country
Adminstratively, the country

-

ges 10 policy

Break the monopolies, change
systems which favour the big ex-
porting estates over the small-
hold farmer, review apricultural
pricing systems, allow market
forces freer play, stamp out cor-
ruphon, help small business and

pressed m a word. Poverty dreds of thousands of Malawmian  season, nearly 70 percent of chil-  cases stands ai 35 percent. programme do not require huge  any initiative shown m the mfor-
“We sumply havent been look-  households. dren were underwesght, while An innovation 1n Malawt hes  fpaneal mputs wE_...mu.nEm_. chan- EM_ secior, increase female

school enrolment, introduce free
primary school education, 1n-
crease commumty involvement
in decision-malang, start special
projects for out-of-school youth,

The list Is almost endiess and
it reads a lot more positively
than the usual list of medical
supplies designed to cure 1li-
heaith,

o health care

15 divided into three regions
each regien being broken into
distncts containing between
350000 and 500 000 people

The man problems facing the
health sennices are skilled staif
shortages and budgetary
constramts.

More than 40 percent of al!
services are delivered by mission
hospitals and admirustered by

the Chnistran Hospitals I

Associatton of Malawt {Cham)

Gavernment heaith services |

are free while Cham charges
minimal cost recovery fees.

Conditions of service for !

health personnel also differ
between the state and Cham.
These differences are impeding
the full integration and
rationalisation of health care m
Malawi

“I am convinced, * says Chika-
kuda, “that as these changes
begin to bite, so the heaith of our
people will improve

“Then the existing health sys-
tem can seme its prevendve and
promotive semviee much more ef-
fectively, and serve as a net to
catch those who still need cura-
tive help" -~
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Lilongwe (Malawi) — The: pin, ;
erty alleviation progra m s
launched last month 1o, {ithis
recently democratised cuuntry
away ‘from some of the wurst
socio-economue and health con
tions 1 the world, has been we

comed’by major mternation l
agenmes working here *

Dr Natalie Hahn, the Lalongwe
representative of the UN' Chil-
dren's'Fund, told The Star T Ve
worked for the UN for 20 years,
and I've never seen a count
come up with such a thorough,
determmed and mde-rangmg
strategy " { I

" Health- experts’ also believe
that progress can now be made
in mcreasmg life expectancy an
reducing child mortalty: rate
which place Malawi among’ thﬁ

* bottom 10 nations of the world |

Malawi's new president, Baki-
I Maluzi, has ¢alled poverty allg- -
viation “the number one prmrl

of the gov nment’s ecﬁnﬂmm
pohcies” m w) |
“AlthoughSMalawl may have
achieved high economic gr
rates at macro level thefpast,
‘this has-ndtytrickled down fo the
household level More than: half
the population livé below the
poverty Iine,” he said ., !
About 450 000 tons nf malze 18
currently being imported , from
Zimbabwe and South Africa
The -poverty alleviation,«pro-
gramme 1ncludes the. establsh-
ment of task forces in ﬁgrlcul-
ture, education, health, the mfnr—
mal and public works sectorg:,
and youth and social welfare

“These.will be co—ordmated by
a nafighal steering computtee
and momtnred by ‘a; couneil
charred by the premdent hurself

ri-l'll—"”/"’—'

» Health hmges on reform i
in Malawi — Page 11 ,I
' r 1t
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Blantyre — The appoint-
ment of a former opposi-
tion leader as Malaw's
second wice-president has
created a constitutional
' erisis, legal groups m the
country said yesterday
President Bakili Muluzi
‘announced the appoint-
'ment of the opposition
pohtician Chakuiwa Chi-
hana, a former trade un-
ionist and leader of the
Alfiance for Democracy,
as his second vice-presi-
dent on Saturday.
However, the office 1s
nut,iﬁi:'uﬁded for i the
constitution and the
Legal Resource Centre,

4

i I )

] Malawi constitutio;/:.gaul:I crisis

which acts as theé justice
watchdog Malawi, said
Chihana's appointment
was “tantamount to gross
wviolation of the constitu-
tion, the supreme law of
the land”

Parhhament should
have first passed the Bill
to provide for the office of
a second vice-presidency
hefore Muluz1 could make
the appomtment, the cen-
tre added 3

“If this 1s allowed, we
might be creating the
foundation of ,,a.nuo,tigrer
dictatorshup,_1i said ,—
Sapa-AFP N
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Malawi ‘saddled with debt’
BLANTYRE. - President Bakili offic1a] tor.:r of Britain and the

Muluz: has said that former United States
pI'ESIdEllt Kamllzu HﬂStiﬂgS Ban- Mr M“luzl said his govern-

da’s regime saddled the ment yas trying to get donors to
icoming government with g write off the foreign debi

dﬁflﬂlt of about $40 miuiﬂﬂ incurred by Dr anda’s auto-
(R140 mlniﬂﬂ) and g 7 dﬁbt cratie regime 7?)

“That’s quite a :1 debt for a
small and poor country tike

oret
ours,” he added

of $1,9 billion (R6,5 hiilion
“They took this money two
months before the elections in

May. We found no mone 1n gov-
ernment coffers,” Mr Muluz] — He said his trip was aimed at
who defeated Dr Banda that Sensitising donors to Malawr’s

economic woes, seeking finaneial
Support and wooing foreign -
vestors — Sapa-AFP
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month 1 Malawy’s first mult;-
party poll — told a news confer-
€nce on arrival from a two-week

Farmers

TALLAHASSEE. — Florida’s

want to £0
Into Africa | or 04 cabinet have re

PIETERSBURG. —" More than | ing the state’s $38,5 billion
300 white farmers have ap (R135 billion) pension fund in
to settle in African countries | South Africa now that apartheid
which have asked for agriculfural | has ended. ‘

assistance, : ! . ) . Governor Lawton Chiles and

African Do he six. binet rescind-
The South African Develop- | ag ori,member cabinet rescin

: ed without comment an anti.
vaent Corporation and the Traps- apartheid resolution passed ip
vaal and Free State agricultyra] 1985 that prohibited the state
umons will meet cabmet mem- from mygs vestments jn Sonth
bers today to discuss the move, Africa. éa- ,?'i 'é [lc’n

The meeting 1n Pretoria wi]) Ash Williams, the cnsion
deal with the government’s in-

fund’s €Xecutive director, said
volvement in the Afrieq Project, | Yesterday’s action was part of an
About 300 farmers have ap-

international frend to remove gh-
stacles to investing in South
plied for settlement 1n Congo, Ga-
bon, anamblque, Zimbabwe,

rica.
A nationa] that traeck
Ivory Coast and Zamma — Sapa navonal group that traeks

anti-apartheid sanections by

e

W rTY TN

' .:1.;{

“The Namibian government
stands ready to sghare with 1ts

whatever manner they may deem
appropriate, the successfyl experi-
ences of its national reconciliation
pnl{iicy,” the foreign affars minisfry
said.

Mr Valentim denjed reports that
Mr Savimb: had been seripusly
wounded during recept attacks on
Umta headquarters

® Angola’s Unita rebpels recap-
tured the western town of Catengue
from governnment forces, an inde-
peizttldent radio station in Luanda
sa

“Catengue is 1 Unita’s hands
agam,” the radio said, — Sapa-Reuy-
ter "\

- {

American states and cities said
Florida’s resolution was one of a
few left on the books,

Since September ]ast year, 157
state and loca] government gu-
thorities have repealed their
sanctions against buying from or
investing in companies doing
business in South Africa, aceord-
Ing to the Investor Responsibility
Research Center ip Washington.
Only 15 such authorities still
have sanctions effect.

The original resolution had
prohibited the Pension fund from
investing in companies with their
headquarters in South Africa, or
owned by its government. It also
barred the state from investing in
any type of securities igsyed by

the South African FovVernment, —

Sapa-AF @
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ORE than 300 candidates who were trained 1
overseas last year with a view to bringing
the South African diplomatic corps into
the post-apartheid era are still waiting to take up
posts with the Department of Foreign Affairs. =, ‘

This is in spite of the fact that the diplomatic § !
coxps has been left anderstaffed by the opening 1
of new diplomatic contacts by South Africa. - 5 :

rrustrated former trainees who spoke to the
Weekly Mail 8 Guardian said they were being
barred from the DFA by a conservative bureatt,
cracy which is intent on perpetuating itself. & o

A total of 320 candidates were trained in | .
Egypt, India, Malaysia, @hgﬁggmegluh,l@hgr |
United Kingdom and the Unite ‘States, ‘at the |
expense of the governments ‘of fhe hnsfj:uuni"

%\.J‘-t T 5w, :r" W 2ty TN w&aﬂ'ﬁg‘_ "

tries and the Buropean Unom. i ocmisdare
N L ] iR it Lo A L S .
While the trainees were not promised that tiie

qualifying for posts. * _* & AR e By
The spokesman for both thg'gﬂﬁnj_gtgﬂgnd the
Department of Foreign Affairs, Jacques Malan,

S

said the DFA supports the idea & that the diplo-
matic corps should be made more represents
of South African society. He said the applications
were being processed by tEeﬂPﬂ@l:!&WﬁCﬂmﬂ
ok e AL A
. Overseas training would be considered “appro-
priate experience” when job applications were
considered, but there had been no commitment
between the ANC and either the Department or
the Public Service Commission that the trainees
would be employed. o ;-
However, in an interview in August, Deputy
Minister Aziz Pahad named the deployment of
the foreign-trained applicants as one of the
issues which his department would have to con-
front in order to make it more representative. 5 |
In June, Foreign Affairs Minister Alfred Nzo | -
promised that the urgent review of the diplo- | !
matiec corps requested by dent Nelson Man-

dela would begin “soon”. . - ™ A sti e § |
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ike the governments of other southern African
countries, the Malawian authorities pay little
more than lip service to the care of their disad-
vantaged children.

Government social welfare officer Effie
Banda says her office has no reports of child abuse
or prostitution, but it is well known they exist. Another
problem 1s the growing number of street children, who
scavenge in bins for food and beg for hand-outs

The social welfare ministry has begun an intensive
campaign to focus on the plight of children, says
Banda

“Each year on the Day of the African Child (June
16) we try to respond to probiems facing children We
are trying to publicise children’s rights to protect them
from maltreatment,” says Banda — giving examples
such as sexual exploitation, torture, economic explo1-
tation and child labour.

Farhad Asani, a state advocate, says the constitution
contains laws protecting children from abuse, sexual
and otherwise, by adults, be they parents or employers.
The constitution allows for separate prison cells for
young offenders, and for adoption, he says.

But Asani admits some of the laws are not enforced
— for 1nstance, the separation of young offenders from
hardened criminals

Children in Malawi have a rough road ahead. Child
labour and child prostitution are common in the urban
and rural areas. Because of the high illiteracy rate,
many people are unemployed. But if there is a wage-

<7~ Teloo hides Africa’s

._, . .
] - .u_ , gy -“.m.. hﬁ- .

FER Tl e K L

SAVE THE CHILDREN. . . A group of South Africans, painfully aware of the widespread
problem of child abuse, march to demand better protection for children.

earner, he or she normally has to fend for an average
family of six children — usually unsuccessfully on the
small incomes that are earned.

Such families are often forced to keep their children
away from school to look for work. In the streets of
Blantyre, Lilongwe, Mzuzu and Zomba, children sell-
ing sweets, roasted groundnuts and maize are a com-
mon sight. Most spend the whole day away from home

I s

trying to collect the amount of cash specified by par-
ents or guardians

“If children don’t make the required amount of cash,
they avoid returning home,

They fear either physical torture or being denied
food,” says Jarvis Chakumodzi, executive director of
The Samaritan, a non-governmental organisation car-

secref shame:
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Some parents even withdraw their girls from school?
to either marry so they can get the money paid for as

o U M Ok A o W AT A A R A LD O oy B s B W S E o O

bride or venture into “freelancing” — a euphemsm for,
prostitution. \3G /.
Many schoolgirls become pregnant as earlyas 3"

but only one or two out of every ten marry as a result ,
A girl often has child after child — most of whom are;
left with her parents Sometimes there 1s no one but:
the girl herself to look after the child, so they take to.
the streets to beg. .

Families destroyed

Auds also contributes to the numbers of street child-e
ren The National Aids Control Programme says that,
since the first Aids cases were reported m Malaw 1n,
1985, more than 130 000 people have died of the &m-"
ease — and 14 000 families have been destroyed. By
the close for the century, 450 000 people will have,
died, leaving almost 500 000 orphans. 2o

Edda Chitalo, the minister responsible for women
and children’s affairs, says her ministry has set up a
mhnn_m_ fund for orphauns. |

- T oa &

Despite all the gloom, there is one factor to be 1

thankful for. In its 1994 report on the state of the;
world’s children, the United Nations Children’s Fund ;
expressed satisfaction with improvements in Malawy's ¢
child health facilities. The report says many children |
have been vaccinated against the eight main deadly,
diseases and that the future, in this respect, looks ?
brighter. '
Many non-governmental organisations have also,
sprung up to advocate the rights mnmaﬁm_wmﬁ of child-?

ing for more than 160 street children in Blantyre and ren. - AIA - e el g
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54 percent of country below poverty line

Mala
‘to fulfil

Blantyre — Malawn's President
Bakil: Muluzi 1s banking on
Western donors to help underpin
the new-found democracy in one
of the world's poorest states
“For democracy to succeed,
economie problems must be
overcome — all over Africa,”
Muluz: told Reuters mn an inter-
view at Sanpka Palace which
overlooks the capital, Blantyre.
“If democracy 1s to succeed,
the government has to prmrlde
There has to be economic em-
powerment for the people Pov-
erty is a denger {o democracy
“All these quaitels we see 1n
Africa are because people are
poor, People .cannot eat democ-
racy, pedple cann cannot eat human
rights,” ihé president said, not-
lnf tﬁa% "64 percent of, Malawl S

milliontpeopie. hved belnw the

pmg& tyhne“**“‘r.“: ’ ,f" Y

o Mulﬁz "(51) b sty &utocrat
Hastmgs 'Banda last* Mam 113 the
country's*tirst’ demoeratic. 'elec-
itlons_, but mth the advent of par-

]
r
-
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faces formidable problems

Around 74 percent of its for-

elgn exchange earnngs come
from tobacco and inflation 1s
runmng at around 33 percernt on
an annuahsed basis

Several years of drought have
left the couniry heawvily depen-
dent on food aid The rams are
again late this year

Blantyre, the country’'s com-
mercial centre with a population
of around 350 000, currently
faces acute water and power
shortages due to the low level of
the Shire River, which provides
the country with most of its elec-

{ncity

The halt in donor development
aid to back Western democracy
and human rights demands 18
still being felt and even now
donor countries are wartly
watching developments despiie
the elections

The head of the country's
AIDS awareness plogramme, Dr
(teorge Liomba, said 10 percent
of sexually active adults were 11-
fected with the deadly HIV virus

Paradoxically, Malaw1 also
has a hirth rate that could dou-
ble the population to 20 milhon
within the next two decades n a
country where land 1s already 10
short supply and spht mto small

e

and often uZecnnnnﬁﬂ holdings

‘““The economy 15 golng
through a very difficult period at
the moment,” Finance Mimster
Aleke Banda told Reuters

Bandua said the government
would present & package 10 4
meeting of Western donors 1n
Paris next month seeking funds
for a public sector 1nvestment
programme, a poverty alleviation
plan and balance of payments
support g‘l":l o
Muluzi Banda hope for a
s:,rmpathetlc hearmg in Paris

“The expectations of the peo-

ple are very hgh,” said Muluzi.
— Sapa-Reuter

hamentary. democracy, many gl
Malmmans now -feel the mtema-
mnnal cﬂmmumty has .a ' moral

(R Hu."'!'

‘ obligation* v, keep: the’ countryis ¢

DGR
oK - *’f

. new-found ﬁ'eedumton*trﬂc
b Malawi, wath 'a foreign
$$1:9 billion (ahout, R7'5~b1]hdn)
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THE TEIME1s 7 55 1n the morning and
the sun 1s already high Young chil-
dren are runming up and down the
crowded school yard

In the background, a bell rings
Suddenly the children start running n
a different direction under the frees
where therr teachers wait Lo start
classes

Smce the mtroduction of free pn-
mary education 1n Malawi in Septem-
ber the s1zeof the country’s classes —
manj “of them sitting outdoors — has
almost doubled

There are now three million pupils
where, stx months ago, there were 1,8
tmilon

In a country where more than 90
percent of the people live on subsist-
ence farming and can barely afford
basic necessities, education has been
an upattainable luxury until now

Parents are cheering the free

schooling policy and it has recerved
the blessings of orgamsations both 1n
and onfside the country.

— - T

Malawi schoo

However, free schooling has cre-
atcd severely over-crowded class-
FOOINS

Critics have warned that the influx
of students and the resulting need for
new classrooms wiil severely stretch
the budget

“The wdea of free educauon 1s good
but has been implemented a bit too
early

““They should have trained teachers
first and increased our salaries How
can the government just introduce a
system without considering our wel-
fare?” teachers were quoted as saying
11 the Daily Tumes

Hired 19 000 teachers

In response, the Education Ministry
has lred and begun traimng 19 000
teachers 1n addition to the 29 000 it
already employed.

In August, Malaw1 Railways do-
nated computers and scrap paper to be
bound mto exercise books

Sam Safulr, the Education Mims-

[ T—
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try’s principal secretary, sard the min-
istry has six million notebooks —
enough to last for one-third of the first
academic term

Earlier thus year, the previous gov-
ermment announced that young girls
who had dropped out of school due to
pregnancy would be allowed to return
to classes

That pohcy, combined with free
schooling, has created classrooms that
mclude a wide range of ages and may
have affected discipline

“The social imphcations of what
will result i such a nux-up of ages
and sexes is something the govern-
ment does not seem to have taken into

consideration,” Daily Tiymes re-
ported i O
“Parents aresreacting by either

withholding their cluldren from go-
1ng to school until the case 1s clear, or
those who can afford 1t are simply
pulling thew children out of public
schools and putting them 1nto private
one” — Gemint News




“Rivers of poison’ threaten

hifundo Padambo, who has no run-
ning waier at home, is resigned to the
sad fact she cammot drink water

straight from two rivers that pass

 through the heart of Blantyre.

1t would be like committing sulcde, * she

. says of the polluted Mudj and Naperi rvers.

Pedambo is not alone.

| More than 30000 peaple whe lve in vil-

' lages downstream know that {he rwers are

fouled by human waste, mdustrial effluent
and litter

émau@smmﬁmﬂﬂnwﬁﬁﬂﬁuﬁﬁwﬁ?

' g and watering our vegeiable gardens, ’
. she says.

Water pollution and poor waste manage-
ment are increasmgly manifesting {hem-
celves as the most challenging aress of Ma-
lswi's already serious environmental prob-

r lems.

il

1@3 pollution management has resulted in
contaminated drinking water and an environme

ntal disaster

in Malawi, reports Afrique Information A frica in Blaniyre

A recent governmeni report attempts fo
analyse the causes of pollution in the urban
and rural areas,

It says that, mn the former, industry gea-
erates gaseous, liguid and solid wasie
“There 18 poor waste mansgement due to
limited serviced areas, inadequate vehicles,
maenines, and equpment for cleansing pur-
poses,” says the report.

Lack of conventicenal landfill operations
are idenhfied as another major environmen-
tal hazard,

In the rural areas, pellution [s caused
mainly by the extensive use of agrochemi-
cals, concentrations of pit latmnes and, in
gome cases, lack of any disposal faciiities at
all for human and other waste.

Deforestation leading to soil erosion I3 an-
Mwmn primary environmenial degradation
or

The egvirenmental impact of these short-
comings 15 particularly felt in the urban cex-
mes gnd rivers drainng these urban areas
are the most affected, the repori says

The Mudi in Blantyre and the Lilongwe
and Lingadz mvers m Lilongwe are the
wurst affected.

Pollution of the Mudi by several mannfac-

E%E%Eﬂﬂ&

The society 15 now seeking the help of an
environmental expert to recommend what
should be doite to clean up the Mudi With-
nﬁﬂggﬁﬁmg%ﬁ
wiuch pour their effluent into the cnoce pie-
%Eﬁﬁnumﬂnﬁ&%.ﬁmﬁm@.mmﬂ.
ecutive secretary, Carl Brusspew, saye ‘We
are trying to co-operate with sueh compames
rather than confront them 1n atiempts to
golve the potlution preblem.”

He says the expert will recommend what
can be done within the imits the offendmg
companies are prepared to spend to treat
their effiuent.

“The expert will analyse effluents and
look ai the potential for develomng control,’
says Brussoew

A six-month study of the Mudi reveais that
high levels of mercury, chromiim and lead
are present due to ndustrnal discharges.

Brussoew ssys most of the companies, in-
cluding a meat processing plant and a cook-
g oil company — might also be using

the city sewerage system to dispose of thexr
effluent. Any barmful poisons cannot be

changed by sewerage systems,’ he adds.
The government says there are 80 indus-
tries 1 Blantyre alone ccnnected to the pub-
lic sewer The aty council demands that
some pre-treatment be given to ndustnal ef-
fluent before it is discharged mio the sys-

tem but it 15 suspected this 15 largely ig-
nored.

Another major source of urban pollution
comes from the many old and decrepit vehi-
cles which discharge highly unacceptable
levels of gases and parficulate smoke. The
axistence of vehicle workshops in the heart
of the city and its surrounds add te the
pollution.

Metal scraps, abandoned vehicles and old
oil are & major pollution source. Ofls from
garages can be seen flowing into naturzl
water courses and eventually finding their
way into major rivers,” the study says.

Septic tanks and pil latrines pollute
ground water in areas where high water
fables exist. Sanitanon for Malams urban
population — 70 percent of which live in tra-
ditional, old-style housing areas — 18 pOOT,
wath only 10 percent having septic tanks and
65 percent pit latrines Overflowing septic

Malawi

oy _%:m@u

tanks discharge into seasonal water sources,
the report adds.

Unprecedented levels of waler pollution
probably explam why 50 percent of all l-
nesses 1n Malawi 13 related to water-borne
diseases.

A 1930 government repori sard some
85 percent of the urban population and only
47 percent of rural people had access {0
water of acceptable quahty

The mereasing use of agrochemicals, such
as fertilisers, pesticides and herbicides, to
boost crop yields, and poor land manage-
ment, had also resuited in gross poilution of
a number of areas, said the report.

“For example, the Linthipe river 1n the
central region is always green m the dry sea-
son due to massive aigae growths, This re-
sults from high phosphate and nitrate com-
pounds and other types of fertilisers used 1n
estates within the catchment area,’ 1t added.
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da under house
arrest for rder

BLANTYRE — Former Malaw: president Ka-
muzu Banda — m his 90s and reportedly senile —
and a close associate were formally charged yes-
terday with the 1983 murders of four polificians

A government inquiry said on Wednesday police
acting on official orders had killed cabinet minis-
ters Aaron Gadama, Dick Matenye and Twaibu
Sangala and Member of Parliament David
Chiwanga in May 1983 and disguised their deaths
as a car accident,

After the commssion made 1its findings public,
the government placed Mr Banda under house ar-

t‘7O

rest and former Minister of State John Temho was

taken to prison

Mr Tembo was regarded as the power behind
I\'*;Ir Banda as the ageing leader slipped 1into seml-
1ty.

Information Minister Brown Mpinganjira sawd
on Thursday the polhiticians apparently were Kkilled
for opposing Mr Tembo’s appomntment as acting
president during Mr Banda’s absence.

The diminutive Mr Banda, self-proclaimed life
president, ruled Malaw for three decades from in-
dependence from Britain in 1964 until he was
ousted 1 1ts first multiparty elections 1n May last

‘year — Sapz&Reuter
/ / gs”
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BLANTYRE — Malaw! |
sormally launched a pro- |
gramme on Friday to de- |
velop.a stock market. }
The launchung- of the
country’s first stockbroking |
firm, Stockbrokers Malaw: |
Limited (SML), moved cap- |
1tal market development in
Malawi a step forward -
The company will initial- |
ly list and act as broker for
government, stock. |
SML' will promote mai- '.
ket development by provid-
ing a forum for trading and | |
acting as agent in share |
transactions and will assist
with and, evaluate

applications O3

q
The International
Finance Corp has a 225% |

Malawi Development Corp
and the local Investment
and Development Bank
each have a 25% stake. -
Malawi's two leading de-
velopment finance institu-
tions, the Malawi Develop-
ment Corporation and the
Invesiment and : Develop-

holdings; SML sad

Economic Mmnister Aleke
Banda said the government
was confident the stage had
peen set for SML to begin a
campaign to have the coun-

fitable companies listed.

ed one’ of the couniry's
largest private sector comnl-
panies, Press Corporation

FY

Ltd, which was owiied by

former president Kamuzu
Barida ~— Reuter. v

ment Bank, have pomted to |
potential listings of thewr |

Malawian- Finance 1Iand -

try's largest and most pro- |

SML said it had contact- |




Malawi “too poor""

gi)r ove

COPENHAGEN flawi 'S pres1-
dent has cancelled plans to attend
a UN summit on poverty —
because his countzy is too poor.

“The president has taken ths
decision because of the prevailling
economic conditions 1n the coun-
try,” a statement yesterday by
Malawi's summut delegation said.

A small ministerial delegation
will represent the country.

The Damsh daily Politiken said
a full-scale presidential trip would
have cost Malawi $200 (000 (about
R720 000} and President Bakil
Muliz1 had decided to use the
money to help alleviate poverty

A Malawian delegate at the
summut could not confirm or deny
the paper’s report

More than 100 heads of state or

government are expected to attend
the UN World Summit for Social

Development, which opened here
on Monday — Reuter
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(2) Yes Stepsto systematically ehimmate the
establishment backlog were already in-

cluded in the Departmental Finanaal |

Management Plan for 1994/95, which
aimed at eluminating the backiog within
five (5) years Due to Treasury under
provision for the 1995/96 financal year
this could not be accomplished and conse-
quently negotiations will recommence to

m_:E:En E.m _umnEcm

Staff of subsidiary of SAA at Jan Smuts Airport
on strike

(1) Whether the staff of a s sidiary of the
South Afrnican Airways which handles
luggage at the Jan Smuts Arrport and
whose name has been furnished to her
Department for the purpose of her reply

were recently on stnike or are striking mm

present, if so, (a) what caused the strike,

86 Mr J T ALBERTYN asked
Public Enterprises 1 ) g

(b) how long did the strike last or _Em_lﬂ

been lasting and (c) what are the esty-
mated costs n thss respect 1o (1) airlines
and (u) passengers,

(2)

whether any steps have been or are being
taken to end the stnike; if not, why not, if
50, (2) what steps and (b) by whom?

N148E

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC ENTER-

PRISES

(1) Yes
(a) Labour dispute.
(b) Six hours

(¢) (1) and (u) Not possible to calculate
(2) Yes

(2) Agreement was reached

(b) SA Airways Management and Trade
Union

Hansard 283/
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INTERPELLATIONS

The sign * indicates a translaton The sign ¥,
used subsequently in the same mterpelation,
indicates the onginal language

Zulun-imbizo: funding

1 Dr B E NZIMANDE asked the Mimster for
Provincial Affarrs and Constitutional Develop-
ment

(1) Whether the Zulu imbizo held on 12
March 1995 was wholly or partly funded
by the provincial government of Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, if not, how was this meeting
financed, if so, what total amount was
spent on the said imbizo,

whether the KwaZulu-Natal Executive
Council approved the funding of this
meeting, if not, what 1s the position in this
regard, if so, from which budgct vote was
1t funded?

(2)

N272E INT

The MINISTER FOR PROVINCIAL AF-
FAIRS AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT Mr Speaker, to enable me to reply to
the question, the Director-General of the De-
partment of Constitutuional Development ap-
proached Prof Nxumalo, the Dhrector-General
of the Province of KwaZulu-Natal Prof Nau-
malo indicated in wnting that the imbizo was
wholly funded by a private donation He also
supphed me with a copy of a press statement
made by Mr T Memela, the public relations
officer of the Oifice of the Premier of KwaZulu-
Natal, in which he stated that he had been
informed by the Premer that no Government
funds had been paid for the tmbizo held in
Umilaz1 on 12 March According to this state-
ment, dunng the week prior to the imbizo an
account was opened into which private donations
were paid and all expenses relating to the imbizo
were therefore to be paid from private funds Mr
Memela also stated that the previous statement
he had made, to the effect that the provincial
government had funded the unbizo, was the
result of a misunderstanding, and should be
ignored

My response 1s therefore the following regarding
the first part of the question No, according to
the information at my disposal, which was ob-
tamned from the province concerned, the imbizo
was financed by private donations Prof Nxu-

malo did not convey any informanon regarding
the total amount that was spent on the said
imbizo The second part of the guestion falls

away A Sard 29 W\Qm.

Dr B E NZIMANDE Mr Speaker, the answer
that the hon the Mimster has been given to table
here 1s totally unsatisfactory [Interjections |]

In fact, there 1s a possibility of a cover-up Why
do I say this? Furstly, 1n a statement 1ssued to The
Daily News by Mr Memela, spohesperson of the
KwaZulu-Natal premier, immediately after the
mbizo, he said that R20 228 was spent on
refreshments and hining a tent, chatrs and toilets
He sard that the money was made available “*by
the government of KwaZulu-Natal through a
Vote on public functions” Later, on 16 March,
Mr Memela retracted this statement by saying

I have been informed by the premier that no
government funds paid for the so-called 1m-
bizo An account was opened dunng the week
previous to the minbizo into which private
donations were patd

That 1s what he said

Immediately two questions arise Firstly, why
did Mr Memela make the earher statement 1n
which he quoted an exact amount and gave
details of the account from which this came” Thas
15 a very strange kind of misunderstanding, which
he claims 1t 15 Secondly, can a public official ike
a premier copvene a meeting 1w his official
capacity which 1s then funded from private
sources? Is this not a basis for corruption”?

A further guestion also anses as to how those
private monies were disbursed from the speaal
account that Mr Memela s talking about Is 1t
acceptable for a gavernment to open special
accounts with funds from unknown private
sources and then to have it disbursed by public
officals? That 1s the question

We are very suspicious of thus answer When
Inkathagate first hit the news, it was demed
Later 1t was proved that the apartheid govera-
ment did mndeed secretly fund the IFP through
slush funds Now we have the same situation
here Inthe hight of this we call upon the Mumister
to ask the Public Protector as well as the
Auditor-General actually to investigate the fund-

—)
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(2) Yes Steps to systematically chmtnate the
establishment backlog were already 1n-
cluded in the Departmental Financal
Management Plan for 1994/95, which
ammned at eliminating the backlog within
five (5) years Due to Treasury under
provision for the 1995/96 financial year,
this could not be accomplished and conse-

quently negouations will recommence to
ehmunate the backlog

Staff of subsidiary of SAA at Jan Ajrport
on strike

(1) Whether the staff of a subsidiary of the
South Afnican Armrways which handles

luggage at the Jan Smuts Awrport and
whose name has been furnished to her

Department for the purpose of her reply,
were recently on strike or are striking at
present, If so, (a) what caused the strike,

(b) how long did the strike last or has it
been lasting and (¢) what are the esti-

mated costs in this respect to (1) arlines
and (n) passengers,

whether any steps have been or are being
taken to end the strike, 1f not, why not, if

$0, (a) what steps and (b) by whom?
N148E

The MINISTER FOR PUBLIC ENTER-
PRISES

(1) Yes
(a) Labour dispute
(b) Six hours

(c) (1) and (u) Not possible to calculate
(2) Yes

() Agreement was reached

(b) SA Airways Management and Trade

Union

Jan Sard 22 3/
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INTERPELLATIONS mato did not convey any informanon regarding
Th + md | . the total amount that was speat on the said
e sign * indicates a lransiation ¢ &80 T, bizo The second part of the guestion [alls

used subsequently m the same interpellation,
mdicates the onginal language

Zulu-imbhizo: funding

1 Dr B E NZIMANDE ashed the Mimster for
Provincial Affairs and Constitutional Develop-
ment

(1) Whether the Zulu immbszo held on 12
March 1995 was wholly or partly funded
by the provinaal goverament of Kwa-
Zulu-Natal, iIf not, how was this meeting
financed, if so, what total amount was
spent an the sawd imhizo,

(2) whether the KwaZulu-Natal Lacautive
Council approved the funding of this
meeting, if not, what 1s the posstion 1n this
regard, if so, from which budget vote was
it funded”

N272E INT

The MINISTER FOR PROVINCIAL AF-
FAIRS AND CONSTITUTIONAL DEVEL-
OPMENT Mr Speaker, to enable me to reply to
the question, the Director-General of the De-
partment of Constitutional Development ap-
proached Prof Nxumalo, the Director-General
of the Province of KwaZulu-Natal Prof Nxu-
male indicated 10 wnting that the wnbizo was
wholly funded by a private donation He also
supphed me with a copy of a press statement
made by Mr T Memela, the public relations
officer of the Office of the Premier of KwaZulu-
Natal, in which he stated that he had been
informed by the Premier that no Government
funds had been paid for the imbize held m
Umlazi oan 12 March According to this state-
ment, duning the week prior to the imbiza an
account was opened into wiuch private donations
were paid and all expenses relating to the imbizo
were therefore to be paid from private funds Mr
Memela also stated that the previous statement
he had made, to the effect that the provincial
government had funded the imbizo, was the
result of a misunderstanding, and should be
1gnored

My response is therefore the following regarding
the first part of the question No, according to
the information at my disposal, which was ob-
tained from the province concerned, the imbizo
was financed by private donations Prof Nxu-

way SANSArd 293 /75

Dr B E NZIMANDE Mr Speaker, the answer
that the hon the Minister has been given to table
here 1s totally unsatisfactory [Enterjections ]

In fact, there 18 a possibility of a cover-up Why
do I say this? Firstly, in a statement ssucd to 7he
Dutly News by Mr Memela, spokhesperson of the
KwaZulu-Natal premier, immedhately afier the
imbizo, he said that R20 228 was spent on
retreshments and hiring a tent, chairs and toiets
He said that the money was made avatlable “by
the government of KwaZulu-Natal through o
Voto on public functions™ Later, on 16 March,
Mr Memela retracted this statement by saying

I have been inforimed by the premuer that no
government funds paid for the so-called im-
bize An account was opencd dunng the week
previous to the mmbizo mto which prnvate
donations were paid

That 1s what he said

Immediately two questions anse Firstly, why
did Mr Mumela make the carhor statement 1n
with he quoted an exact amount and gave
details of the account from which this came ? This
1s a very strange kind of misunderstanding, which
he ciaims it 1s Secondly, can a publc official hike
a premger canvene o meetng n s officaal
capacity which 15 then funded from private
sources? Is this not a basis for corruption?

A further question also anscs as to how those
private monies were disbursed from the special
account that Mr Memela ts talking about Is at
acceptable for a government to open specidl
accounts with funds from unknown prnvate
sources and then to have it disbursed by public
officials? That 1s the question

We are very suspicious of this answer When
Inkathagate first hat the news, 1t was dented
Later 1t was proved that the apartheid govern-
ment did indeed secretly fund the IFP through
slush funds Now we have the same situation
here In thelight of this we cali upon the Mimster
to ask the Public Protector as well as the
Auditor-General actually to mnvestigate the fund-
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Blantyre — Malawi's former
leader Kamuzu Banda failed to
appear in court to face murder
charges yesterday

Banda, who 15 11 his mid-
90s, was too 1l to stand tral,
deience lawyer Clive Stan-
brook told the court, urgmg
that the charges be dropped

“Whatever people may feel
about Dr Banda, he is now
nearing ihe end of g long life
The prospects for him to im-
prove must now be regarded
85 remote,” Stanbrook said

Banda, his close associate
and former cabinet minister
John Tembo, Banda’'s long-
{ime eompanion “Mama” Cece-
ha Kadzamire and three po-
licemen are accused of killing
four politrcians in 1983

Public prosecutor Kamudon
Nyasulu said on Monday the
State would press ahead with
the trial whether or not Banda,
was In court, but yesterday the
hearing was devoted to wheth-
er the trial should go ahead,

Nyasulu will make his sub-
mission today. — Reuter,
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No show ... a Malawian policeman sets his
president Kamuzu Banda at the Malawi Hi

the 1983 murders of four Malawian members of parliament, PICTURE AP
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New Malawian
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have attacked the new cnnstltu-

tion, w into force yester-
da}r
i Muluzi, cele-

brating a year in ower as Malawi's !‘ ¥ -
first democratically elected leader, | ‘ |
assented this week to the country’s
new constitution, after it was legis- | '
lated by parliament recently
Mr Kamlepo Kalua, leader of |
the oppositon Malawi Democratic |
Party, sald yesterday the new con- |
stitution was manipulated to serve
the interests of those in power.
The leader of the opposition
Christian Democratic Party, Mr
Eston Kakhome, said the constitu-
tion “left 2 lot to he desired”, say-
ing it disregarded key resolutions
passed at the February constitu-
tional conference

Tunisia ‘must
up investment’

TUNIS' Tunisia’s Central Bank “
governor said yesterday the Tunis
Bourse must open up to foreign
buying to increase investment in
the North African country,

“The bourse must integrate
itself more 1n the international
financial markets to atiract foreign
investment,” Mr Mohamed Beji
Hamda told a university seminar
on external financial resources

Forelgn Investrment and repa-
triation of income and capital are |
free in Tunisia, but foreign }

investors at the Tunis Bourse need
to obtamn authorisation from the

central bank
Mr Hamda said Tunisia wanted
to attract medium- and long-term

capital and discourage short-term ] i
investors who could have a desta-

bilising effect. F’ i

Money urged for f

steel ject

CT 9|5
LAGOS: Of ials incha e #
Nigeria's much-delayed A aokuta *
steel project have urged the mili-
tary government to provide funds
for the completion of the plant f
which has already cost $4 billion
(about R14,46bn)

Mr Musa Wakawa, managing
director of Ajaokuta Steel Compa- :
ny, was quoted as saying if the
funds were provided, ns company
could activ ite the wire rod and
light sector mills and start produc-
tion next month,

He said revenue thus generated
could be used to put two other
mills on stteam by the end of the
year and tle entire plant could be
operational by the end of 1996 —

17 years af{er construction started

-

Sapa-Reuter-AFP

leaclers and human il hts actlvists !
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1t’s old habits that die

hard or new [raternal
links between the majori-
ty-elecied governments in
South Africa and Malawn,
but this hittle Afmean state
is still benefting, if mod-
estly, from big brother

Patuma Alubi, & widow
of over 70 who Lives near
Mwambo, about 100km
north-east of Blantyre, no
longer walks long dis-
fances to grind her maize

The SA Government
answered her prayers,
she says Not only was a
maize mill donated to the
women in this area, but
nearby, at the willage
Mlenga, a borehole has
been drilled.

“South Africa would
like to assist Malaw: at
the grassroots level,”
beams the ambassador to
Malawi, Liewlyn Crewe
Brown as he hands over
these insfruments of pride
to the rural poorn
. Old Alubi, ke most of
tie womenfolk in Chef
Mwambo's area, walked

H ’s hard to tell whether

m—

— - I .

Still benefiting

MALAWI seems not to have lost

L
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relation to the

new South Africa. Julius Kaliya reports from Blantyre
for the Independent Foreign Service

jong distances to collect
water and grind maize.

“Without water you
die, and without food you
die as well,” observes the
old woman

Malaw1 knows this
only too well This year
the ecountry will import
300 000 tons of iood The
old capital Zomba, near
Mwambo, saw waler ra-
tioning last year when the
Mulynguzi Dam dred up
Many rivers and streams
throughout the densely
populated countryside
have slowed to a triekle or
stopped altogether.

Recently Malawr's seal
of government, Lalongwe,
was almost without water
given the combined ef-
fects of a water shoriage
and stmkes by-“Water
Board workers demand-
Ing higher pay

Crewe Brown says the

emphasis of the SA
Government 1s to help the
most needy

South Africa's record
of mterest in Malawi
dates back-to this coun-
iry’s 1mdependence in
1964 South Africa was

influential in the capital

moving from Zomba to
Lilongwe and security co-

operation was always evi-
dent.

But Crewe Brown

stresses a different sort of
co-operation today He

says South Africa 1s keen
to support development in
Malaw1 and 180 Malawian
students recently re-
ceived scholarships

In Chifipa on the bor-
der with Tanzania, South
Africa, has also gven
assistance to the Chitipa
Distance Education
Cenire

“We are very thankful
to the South African
Government,” says the

= oy — -
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m the SA connection

district education offreer,
Macnail Ngwira
For the maize grinder

and the borehole, assis-.

tant distmet commission-
er Harms Potam gropes
for words to adequately
express his thanks

And for widow Alubi,
with no sense of historical
irony, they mean the
worid
you die and without food
you die as well,” she says

b1

pm—

“Without water
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As President Hastings Banda
goes on tral for murder this
week, his legacy of poverty
lives on in Malawi, reporis
Georges Marion

VEN though Hastings Kamuzn
Banda is not entirely free to go
where he likes — the govern-
ment recently confiscated his
armour-plated stretch imousme —
Malawi's former dictator and presi-
dent for life can't complain too much
about the treatment he is getting

During his rule, people were jailed
without trial, or simply assassinated,
But he is only under house arrest
waiting for the courts to rule on his
responsiblity in the 1983 deaths of
three of his former ministers and a
Parliament member killed in a “car
accident”

Facing the same charges as the
senile and nearly 100-year-old Banda
is Cecilia Kadzamira, his once all-pow-
erful mistress who is still with him.
Cecilia's uncle and the regime’s former
second-ranking man, John Tembeo, Is
not so lucky. He s in custody, as are
three policemen. Ve o

After several delays, the trial started
this week, but was suspended on
Wednesday so officials -could find

more jurors Judgs Maeksgin Miat-

Lot 14 - 20/2 (98

dawire ruled six of seven potential
Jurors selected so far could not hear
the case because they were not from
the same district as those on trial.
Residential qualification is the first
jurors must meet to form a seven-

member jury. Jury selection includes _ hieavily on its sofl President Bakili |~
lengthy cross examination of candi-  Muluzu's

dates

The chief accused, Banda himself,
will not be in the dock because he is
too weak to be brought to court.

Malawians were not unduly sur-
prised to hear of the recent arrest of
four former senior government offi-
cials on suspicion of preparing the
assassinations of several Roman
Catholic bishops The bishops in
question published a pastoral letter in
March 1992 condemning human
rights violations in Malawi. They were
arrested and then released The vio-
lent rioting that broke out two months
Iater in Blantyre sounded the death
Imell of Banda’s regime. He was forced
to step down in March 1994 following
a defeat 1n the first free elections held
in the country smce independence in
1964.

Emerging from a dictatorship is'*ca}opponents. THé western powers

always painful Malawi's 10-million

in Africa. ,L
Many of Malawi's problems can be
blamed on the gﬂﬁnuﬂm@m&m—ﬂ
the former regime, but the climité i
also‘chronically unfavourable M._ﬁn,w .

‘countyy that economically depends *| v o, J¥ B0 Wy, |
L

g governmment seems unable,
“to come up with a suitable recovéry-
piar. R .
Malawi is kept alive by a drip-feed of .
International aid from foreign sounces;
including the European Unilon ~ the

L xr
K

_.lg_.“
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largest donor —which gives $250-mnil:- Malawl’s Hastings Banda: A rare public appearance in 1992. Now he’s foo
Hon, and the former colonial powerfs'aid and sick to attend his own murder trizal

Britain, whose wishes cannot he -**

ignored Under such constraints, do clam up in terrified silence.
Malawi's independence is debatable, ¢ A year after the elections the coun-
Donor countries and aid organisa- , try has changed radically. Although
tions acknowledge that they impose Banda's party complains — with some
extremely strict conditions on the justification — that it does not have

Malawians in return for helping them. access to radio, Malawi sports about
10 daily newspapers, mostly owned by

b

PHOTOGRAPH PETER BAKKER/AP
larly supplied under the:United
Nations World Food Aid Programme
But the yield remains insufficlent. A
joint 1993 UN-Malawi University
study showed that low farm output,
lack of training, poor health, and a

rapidly growing population are com-

-

he country has been through 30
years of bloody dictatorship
under Banda Glorifled to the

politicans who use them to further
their own careers The MCP does not
lack resources, and the many publica-

bining with shaky institutional stnic-
tures to tum the country into one of

the world's poorest.

pomt of ridicule — judging by the var-
lgus institutions named after him —
Banda ruthlessly hounded his polit-

tions it owns do not have a kind word
for the new government.

Malawians now.openly express
their opirifonis and even. goon strike
obligingly looked the other way, for- And, ina marked , the country

inheabitants are discovering that_ theywtresll'backing anti-communist,. no longerhas ers.

today. A year after dufhping mm#nm,wgmumﬁ.m%ﬁrﬁ coun- *  But the, abd edonorhic fabric
they are wrestling with overwhelming~ ‘m._,_ww aat favanr 50 w, Thou-.,, 18 &mm.mﬁamw#ﬁﬂm yearsharvests
problems such as poverty,*Afds:and- sants-paid wi Hves7and mi-  have helped the-untry to do without
dne of theworst lovels Of malnatritions” londofgiherEi holidiiativebut  the ﬁmﬁ#@gﬁmﬁﬂ%&ﬁ aitfregh

' Guardian

"

The go ecrnment has launched a
programune, inaneed by aid, to com-
bat poverty Meatiwhile the 120 mem-
bers of Patligwiént from the ruling
majority recefittyaficeived a gift of $3
400 each fropt the president The
money-tame (inds earmarked
for mmrmﬁm mmwﬂw-.@. Corruption in
Emﬁﬁ#wﬁ&&@?wmzﬁ — The
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" cells sdespits last’ year's
- ;dowifall  off Hastings
~Kamuza Banda'y repiedsive regime, -

- Human rights abuses abound, .

book and the courts are in urgent need. -

system.

Fraitl Banda, now well into his 90s
and on tnal accused of murdering
four political opponents 1n 1983, has
been deemed medically unfit to
appear in court But recently, after
months of house arrest, he appeared
at a window of his home in Blantyre
to wave his fly-whisk at a crowd of
300 supporters and shout his old slo-
pan “Kwacha! {Down") Ufulu!
{Freedom®) Mtendere! (Peacel)”

But freedom and democracy were
not it evidence under the ruthless
machine he constructed to prop him-
self up for 30 years m power And
they rematn elusive for ordinary
Malawians

Banda’'s legacy to hus poltical
successors left hittle money to reform
the old system However, the Govern-

Arveliri—tay

Prison ooza#_,ﬁjmwrmwm not changed
sihce multiparty elections last year

"NORTURETIS, STILL COMMON/ID ¢ purty efegfiongaloct yeur, has e f
“Malawi's mwmucﬁm and police ﬂm‘ﬂ heen goouced %m simply steppthy mnto

‘#according to an officlal invéstigation, *.+eta; “wheh many” ails ‘yeie ] _
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Intetnational Cominittes ofs ' |

sthe 'Red Cross inspected the prispns’ '§
of reform, say lawyers critrcal of the - about two years ago and proposed

repressive laws remain on the statute 2%

nicnt of P e sdoar Bakile Hglusd
wop o owon the connuy O muli-

o
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wochges T
Prison conditons are nearly gs

jbid. ns they sﬁ%ﬁ% the Banda-,
9
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many changes

A High Court Judge, Justice Tam-
bala, chairman of the Pnsons Inspec-
torate Commuttee which has recently
compieted a tour of jails, told Gemini
News that the Red Cross recommen-
dattons had yet to be implemented.

Tambala said torture still existed
in pnsons and pohice cells, and that
during the tour, lus team had met
prisoners who had been beaten with
hosepipes on their backs, hands and
soles of the feet

Prisoners seemed to accept torture
as the norm and did not complamn
until the Inspectorate Committee
pressed them hard

Tambals said that he saw evidence
of torfure in police holding centres.
Conditions in cells were *very bad,
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filthy and dehumanising”
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Former Malawl leader Hastings Kamuzun Banda ... torture Is still
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common In Malawl's prisons and pollce cells.

Inmates were using buckets or
blocked toilets in their cells, which
posed a great health hazard because
the pnsons were the most overcrow-
ded places in the country.

There were still no beds in the
jails and blankets donated by the Red
Cross two years ago needed replac-
ing In many cases, said Tambald,
prisoners had to sleep with taitered

blankets even in cold weather.

The prison diet was poor and
monotonous, the source, of frequent
complants

Malawi's Munister of Information,
Brovm Mpinganjira, advocates the
transiormation of prisons into “active
rehabilitation centres”, but says the
Government has no money to do the

job

.

W . ﬁuﬂ@‘
L]

_.____MMM._._ W Ml O

- h:r.r._wu_ et .

“ )
J#

Meanwhila L lav v nd Dronie
NE k. mmEL: nuhiy L1 tvist- Modecdd
ﬁm%mw@p fios ﬂ&ﬁﬁmm.m%nmnw m_n::,nmm £
w:zﬁ% riyhir r_m:umnm v F%Tﬂ P T

Bt oy o Bitdr seg?h oo

peliz and pron ot gd ot 1y an
evrension od the sy Bont on obey
ng orders foom 2 gosemnoent wop B0
jhunk s 1t can ke d=Ctecs wiinvut -
O b 1l :E_m i 11 ’
- U Nlalawe {alls R oer ot noutnenn

t :ﬂj:f; Funa jmrf Poople cuil

thatk they @i thz propeity of & gove-
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nghts 1olations arg still going on. +.2

orts we &mgmwm macde 16 halt*
- forure in prigsongiand police’ cells, !

{ " "Polide “dlways; hitndéfied 'suspects,
{  whatever the nature of the crirde’ 8ad *

s, 0ften failed to bring detained suspects ,

|__-

“t'before the courts within the Jegally

required 48 hours.
' Msiska called on the Government
to carry out a big human rights edu-
cation campaign to protect ordinary
citizens from arbitrary pokice action
* He adds that 1t is the-duty of the
“courts to remind the state machinery
* "to respect human rights
Other lawyers 1n Malaw: say the
courts require reform because they
are still operating as they did in the
old days - viewing Parliament as
bemng supenor to the constitutional
provisions on human rights
Many of Banda’s repressive laws
bave not been repealed and the means
to return to one-party dictatorship
remain, s4y human nights acuvists
Legistation on sedition, state secrets
and censorship still exist. — Gemini
News.
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Malawi makes first of 30 000

By Patrick MWANZA

Blantyre — The govemment of Malaw1 has
started laying off civil servants in line with
an mdependent inquiry into avil service
conditions

About 30 0N0 jobs out of a workforce of
105000 (1992 census) are on the line, fol-
lowing recommendations by the Chatsika
Commussion to improve efficiency and pro-
ductvity and to increase salaries,

The government, under the auspices of
the World Bank, Malawi’'s economic
backer, has just completed a civil servants
census, the results of which are yet to be
announced The census came after a scan-
dal in which the government had em-
ployed “ghost” workers Some officials tak-
ing advantage of free primary education —
infroduced to boost literacy levels where
47 percent of a total population of 10 ml-
Lion carnot read or write — were cashing in
as “shadow teachers”

Owng to the demand created by the
new education system, the governmert
was forced to employ more teachers, most
of them being “temporary”

Government records show cases where
four téachers bear the same number, same
grade, same station, and come from the
same district but get different pay Yet the
minstry of education says a teacher 15 sup-
posed to have one employment number
“The other salaries are pocketed by some-

J—

public service

one within the muustry,” says’ Viva
Nyimba, crvil servants’ trade union adviser

The Chatsika report also comes at a
nime when the government, which has
taken all donor prescniptions , enters the
second phase of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund structural
adjustment programme Structural changes
in the economy, which have thrown the
future of many nto doubt, began in
February 1994 Inflation stands at 71 percent

Pledge

The 1dea to reorganuse the civil service
was conceived mn 1992 The Nation, a dadly
newspaper, reported 1n a recent edition that
two weeks before the general elechons last
vear, Hastings Banda’s government made a
pledge to the World Bank that it would
declare thousands of civil servants redun-
dant to mprove the performance of the
public sector

Former finance mumuster Lous
Chimango said “Government reahses that
uncontrolled growth m the cwil service
establishment could undermine 1ts future
fiscal stability ”

Chimango satd there was “considerable
overstaffing in the junior ranks” and rec-
ommended “an overhauling and harmon-
sing of the government's current person-

nel and fancial information system”
Now, as then, the rank and file of civil

retrenc
ET2ifulas

I@B@SS

servants come to work’laté and knock off
early Asked why they app roach their work
so casually, the response 1s usually "“Work
for what you earn” Civil servants are
among the lowest paid m the country

In july ths year civil servants went on a
two-week nationwide strike demanding
better working conditions The govern-

ment saxd the strike cost the couniry
$1 mullion a day Malawr's economy 15 11
the doldrums and 15 drip-fed by aid The
largest donor 15 the European Urnion, which
provides $250 mullion a year

Civil servants complamed recently that
a recent mcrease m the price of maize, the
staple food, had made life unbearable A
90kg bag of maize now Costs $17, up from
4,46 They also complamned about big
allowances for cabinet mirusters and their
deputies

Donors have complained about goverrn-
ment's uncontrolled expenditure Peter
Christiansen, the European Union's repre-
sentative, has warned of possible donor
faigue if the government does not stamp
out corruption in this impovenshed state,
where three out of five people live below
the breadline

Recently, the president gave gifts of
¢3 400 to members of his ruling majonty
from funds sourced from local and interna-
tional donors that were earmarked to com-
bat poverty — Independent Foreign
Service

Eh
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mer President - Kamuzil,

Banda. ﬁfﬁ;‘hl’igse assoct-

I

of ¢ *""‘fﬁéﬁ};imtt;ue? 1983
.murderaﬂ fﬂurg ppoéitJmn
politicians. , Nl

“We: came up .with ‘a

gmity o of all charges; ”.said

memiey” Jury i a short
statement after deliberat-
g for 90 manutes :

Mnre than 1 000 Banda
suppnrters thronged the
court, erupting mnto cheer-
mg after the verdict was
announced

Ma}.am for three decades

]

§ #Hl Couly e E’.
i af,;ﬂmtted}ufnr-l ; 1ectmns 1ast year, his for- &
\

1

ates,andithi ee policemen

unam*muus verdict of not .

the fnreman of the seven- P

untll‘* bemg uusted i the I

£1rst multlparty

hmer top aide John Tembo,
'officaal. hostess Cecelia
"Kadzamira and three,
) SENLOT, - policemen

-“Thejjudge was part 1t of
‘i the defence. He was not be-
“Ing 1mpartml Mr Nyasu—
Ju said.
- Thestate had nrlgmally
lanned, ‘two trials, one for
murder the other for con-

p1racy1,ﬁbut dropped the

murder; charges

DT, Banda, Mrs Kadza-
mira, Mr Tembo and,}the
police ¢ officers ‘. we;e
charged with the 1983 ur-
ders of three cabmet min-
isters; and an MP Al sIX

had pleaded not guilty
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| FORMER Malawian

president Kamuzu Banda
| (96) was found not guity
yesterday on murder
charggs. %3

L

Banda, who ruled
Malawi for three decades
- before. being ousted in
elections last year, was
acquitted of consprring to
murder four promurent

r

Found not guilty alonp
with him by a seven-
member High Court jury
after a five-month trial
were his constant com-
.panion Cecilia Kadza-
mira, close aide John
.Tembo and three former
police officers — MacDon-
atd Kalemba, Leston Ki-

| kanml:ga and MacWilliam

Lunguzi,

Tt

Hundreds of Banda’s
supporters inside and out-

bl

Banda not auilt: ,’éd S jur
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pohticians in 1983, |70
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KAMUZU BANDA

side the courtroom erupt-
ed with joy when the ver-
dicts were announced,
and were controlled by
r1ot police with.dogs

The charges stemmed
from the deaths m 1983
of four parhiamentarians.
— Sapa-AFP
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By Chatonda Mahone

BLANTYRE - Mailawians had not
read the small print when they
dumped former dictator Hastings
Banda and elected the free-market
‘government of Bakilh Mulusi just
more than a year ago

in 1994 the exchange rate became
market determined and the Malaws
kwacha crashed

[t< dive was accelerated by a short-
age of foreign exchange due to
delayed donor capital inflows, and a
savage drought

By the end of that year the kwacha
had depreciated by 220 percent
against the United States dollai, final-
ly stabilising at MK135 to the dollar

This was against the backdrop of

an economy i serious trouble
Malaw1’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) declined by a droughi-induced
124 percent 1n 1994, a dramati
reversal from an official growth rate
of 10,8 percent the previous year, and
a further blow to the 80 percent gf
Malawians below the poverty line
, The weak kwacha has led to a
mounting fuel mmport till Things
came to 4 head in July last year when
the energy and mining ministry
announced a 32,2 percent hike 1n the
price of petrol, diesel and paraffin
Petrol now retails at MK 10 (from
MK8,04 a hitre) and diesel 1s up from

MK®6,68 to MKS8,40

. This has meant steep rises 1n the
cost of cargo and transport in this

landlocked country
Price rocketed

Since subsidies were removed on fuel
1n 1993, the pump price has rocketed
by 200 percent, taking the cost of

1mports and retailled goods wath 1t

"We have no money, we cannot
afford these prices,” complamns Stan-

ford Nthala, a salesman in a shop m

the comtitercial centre of Blantyre
While Malawians were still recov-

ering from the shock of last July’s fuel
increases, the government announced
a 160 to 300 percent hike 1n fertilizer
prices the next month

Although the government had ear-
her raised the producer price on a

alawi feels

50kg bag of maize by 70
percent, the fertihzer
INCrease was seen as unrea-
sonable and unrealistic

 —

—— —_

Villagers, who had just
managed to eke out a hving
as subsistence producers,

argued that farming was
now no longer viable

Agriculture 15 the main-
stay of Malaw1’s economy,
contributing 25 percent of
its GDP and affects the
livelthood of more than 80
percent of the population

Poverty

Poverty in the rural areas 1s
pervasive While the com-
mercial estates have land{
and labour, population pres-
sures mean  smallholders |
farm on average less than a
hectare, hardly enough to |
sustain most households .

Madlawt hdas had a decade
of International Monetary
Fund/World Bank stuctural
adjustment  but 1t 1 only
with Mulo/1's  govamment
that the refoims have b en
applied with enthusiasm

—

uldér thhe watchful eye of the donors
Over the last year, the 1mnconme gap
between the poor and nch has widened
1n a country with a per capita mcome
of just R200
In agriculture, commercial farmers
are able to absorb nising input costs
while the smaltholders are squeezed
In the urban areas, the merchants
pass on their costs to the consumers
Several measures were put 1n
place to achieve some stability 1n the
exchange rate These focussed on

curbing monetary expansion through
prudent monetary and fiscal pohicies,’
the Reserve Bank says

An 1nvestment bank economist
countered “This will lead to a decline
in long-term 1nvestment which, 1n
turn, will lead to declimng output

“Certain policies such as currency
devaluation and high interest rates
have a negative impact on production ™

Commercial bank lending rates are
currently pegged at 48 percent

For the thousands ot former pub-
lic scrvants retrenched under govern-
ment spending cuts, going back to
the overcrowded land 1s not an alter-
native and, along with the nising cost
of hving, has come an urban crime
explosion
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Poverty 1s becoming 1nsiution-
alised, with real wages declining due
to rising inflation {currently estimat-

ed at more than 60 percent)
For the urban poor, the removal of

subsidies on basic commodities has
hit them hard

Along with the squeeze on peo-
ple’s pockets have come cuts to
social spending 1n education and
health

Already one can sce survival tac-
tics at work Households no longer
rely on the breadwinner’s paypacket,
and an informal sector of street ven-
dors and petty traders has blossomed

After being triumphantly elected,

ending 30 years of Banda’s one-party
rule, Muluzi faces a deeply despon-
dent Malawi

Rut, with donor support depend-
ing on his government sticking with
the reform programine, he appears to
have few options but to press on -
Sapa-IPS
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Hém coming of television and.
miskirts are hot topics 1
Malawl, decades after most of
the rest of the world succumbed
to thelir charms
As this sleepy southern
African nation emerges from
three decades of dictatorial
rule by puritanical Presbyter-
1an Hastings Kamuzu Banda,
miniskirts appear more wel-
come to some than felevision
“If you asked (most Malaw-
1ans) whether they would be
interested 1n having television
their answer would probably be
‘What does it taste like® 7, wrote
a commentator in a recent 1ssue
of the Malaun News, owned by
Banda’s Malaw: Congress Party
He feared that television, due
to be introduced 1n June, “is
bound to accelerate the degen-
eration of moral decency now
eating at the very, rmmi of our
society,” ¢ o The T
A columnast EE_UEM E the
same newspaper, however, took

his fellow citizens to task for
their less than modern views on
women's elothing

“It shoulid be emphasised
that any man who thinks that a
woman 1n miniskirt or trousers
1S a whore, exposes his own
stupidity, ignorance and prim-
1tiveness,” he wrote

Banda, 96, who ruled this trop-
1cal former British colony from
independence 1 1964 until he
was ousted 1n elections 1 May
1994, would not have liked that

He 1ntroduced a dress code
which outiawed skirts above the
knee and trousers for women,
and guests checking 1nto hotels
in Malawi would find polite
notices warning them of this fact

But Malaw1 1s changing, and
the mtroduction of television —1n
what must be one of the last TV-
free countries 1 the world - 1s
bound to accelerate that change

The man 1n charge of setting
up the public TW &Hdmmnmmsum

system, Postmaster 'General Steve

I

Malawi

MALAWI 1s preparing for a social revolution , reports LAWRENCE BARTLETT o

!

's TV revolution

Mijiga, dismisses fears that the
box which holds audiences
around the world m thrall wall be
a tool of cultural 1imperialism

“That 15 naive Whether we
like 1t or not there will be TV 1n
Malawi through satellite broad-
casting,” he said 1n an interview

“There are about 17 channels
avallable by satellite My argu-
ment 1s that 1f we are afraid of
cultural imperialism the only
way to fight that 1s to have our
own local mterpretations of what
15 gomng on ouf there ”

Satellite TV 1s expensive 1n
Malawi, one of the world's
poorest countries, and there
are just 2 000 subscribers out of
a population of around 11-mil-
I1on

Mijiga 1s obviously enthusias-
tic about the prospect of turmng
the rest of the country on

He acknowledges arguments
that poverty and a lack of elec-
tricity will make 1t difficult for
many Malawians to enjoy his

_,_.nw.. }

proposed diet of “education,
information and entertainment ”

But, he says, a small black and
white set will be available for
around R380 and those without
electrieity can get on their bicy-
cles and get their batteries
charged at the nearest power
point

Those for whom even this
would be too-much - and that
would be the majority of
Malawians - will have access to
sets run off solar panels 1n high
schools and 1n some 200 rural
community centres

With around 60 percent of the
population illiterate and no cin-
emas in the country, Mijiga
believes TV 1s the medium with
the magic touch for the education
of Malawians

Along with imported soap
operas and movies and a possi-
ble deal with CNN and the BBC
for international news, he hopes
to achieve a 50 percent local
content of educational and mfor-

f Agence France Prasse in w_m:%ﬁw

FRCr

mational EdLmE:.N

“We are taking .uE. cue from
TV3 1n Malaysia,” he says, adding
that Malaw1 hopes to go into part-
nership with Telecom Malaysia

Stadio equipment will come
from a2 British company, which
has agreed to train Malawl
Broadcasting Corporation staff
starting in April, and transmit-
ters are being supplied by NEC
Japan |

The Japanese government has
offered one scholarship for staff
training, and Mijiga 1s hoping
for more

He says the rmitial investment
to get television broadceast in the
four main urban areas will be
just R380-million

The optrmistic Mijiga, who
takes obvious pleasure 1n
Malaw1’s move into the modern
age, hopes that with advertising,
sponsorship and licence fees,
TV will make a profit 1n Emﬁﬁ
mm“mu SIX years ; ,m h

‘*Sapa-AFP r A7
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Malawi expects huge deficit
cut as national revenues rise. .
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anba"r%hleke Banda, Malawi's flnance

muust‘erjsﬁjcl his country would have a deficit
of abodt’12 bilion Malaw: kwacha (about
R324 mullion) compared to last year’s 2,1 bil-
lion kwacha deficit, when he presented his
budget for the year last Friday

“Revenues are expected to mcrease sub-,
stantially from 2,2 bilhon kwacha to cloge af,

1 A (LY ;
4,5 billion kwacha, an mcrease of moredthan™5rhogr

‘fﬁﬁ'ﬁ Wi 'Emhlf. A

100 percént,” Banda said Y
He said donors’ grants increased from
1,6 bitlion to 2 billion kwacha last year
Recurrent expenditure would mse by
21 percent this year to 6,57 billion kwacha. If
mterest payments were excluded, recurrent
spending would increase at a lower percent-
age of 17,7 percent, Banda said ’

L]

¥
Thus_yyear’s development expendﬁuré

zb /396

would mcrease 16,4 percent to almost ‘Lﬂﬁbﬂ— |

(7O

lion kwacha from last year’s 1,57 billion

He sard more than 80 percent of that
would be financed by the mternational donor
commuity.

Real GDP increased more than 8,5 percent
Jast year :

~ “The overall objective of the economic |

arme f0¥ .51995:1997 will} ﬂﬁl}\%ﬁt;ﬂ}ﬁ
ackieveniont of 4 téal GDP grovett rate for the
fiscal year of about 10,9 percent,” Banda said

He said the programme would aim .to
bring mflation down to 20 percent by the end
ot December this year Malawi’s annual mfla-
tion rate by January this year was 70 percent

Banda said real output was expécted 0
grow 8,8 percent in the year compared with

last year’s 8,5 percent — Reuter, ...
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Malawi to sel] ldss-making

public service
T (5R)30

By ANTHONY Livuza

Blantyre — The government's plans
to sell loss-making pubiic enterpris-
¢S are partly intended to spread
ownership of the economy, but
observers that  most
Malawians have the money to buy
shares m the state companies
Officials manning the pro-
stamme said privatisation would
Improve effiqency in the economy

| by increasing competition and dis-

posing of monopolies

They said™ the programme
would promote Malawran parti-
cipation in the economy through
discounted share offers or manage-
ment and employee buy-outs

The programme 15 part of a

| Strategy to attract direct and imdipect
foreign investment angd raise gov-

crnment revenue It entaded an
overhaul ‘of;labour, tax foreign-
exchange and financial policres,
Emplﬂ}fﬁﬁsi would be guaran-
teed a 10 to 15 percent of are in
parastatals These would be solt oy
a preferential basis using refren.
ent packages or concessionary
credits from a government fund.
Some observers said even with
such arrangements, few People had
the money to take up shares
Besides, employees who bought
shares in state companies were
requured to hold them for two years
before'they could sell them x
“The 1dea 15 that the employee
share-ownership scheme should
not be speculattve but should be an
actual investment” sad Dyress
Mawindo, the controller of statu-
tory corporations and the candidate
favoured 'to head the proposed pri-
vatisation commssion
Autlings Negwira, a avil servant,
sard people  were financially
Strained‘and burdened wth high
prices for commodities

enterprises
75/7 /70)

He sad people coultnot afford
to mvest the litje money they had
1N an unpredictable ventyre

Tough conditions have been set
for the sale of the Parastatals All
sales have to be m cagh, except for
shares sold to employees,

The future of about 500 000
€mployees in the parastatals 15
bleak The draft policy givés buyers
the authonty to hire and fire

"No parameters on Joca] versus
foreign employees or management
should be set,” the draft policy said

A bill to privanse op commer-
ciahse the parastatalg i before par-
hament and 1 Supported by ruling
and opposition party backbenchers

The bill provides for privatisa-
tion commussion to oversee the djs-
posal of public enierprises, com-
mercial entities and “commereza]
assets A comprehengive plan has
ot yet been worked out, at ]i';'E st
one entity, the Malaw: book service,
should go at the end of iy month

Parastatals account for ab::f-ut
20 percent of Malawy's total gross
national product and 22 pqrc&ntj of
the total fixed investments - /

Except for the Electriaity Supply
Comnussion of Malaw; and the
Blantyre Water Board, the' paras-

1

" tatals have *cnnfsisten_ﬂf? “tnder-

performed, fﬁrcmg the, government
to hand over at least 1 bilion
kwacha (about R300 mithon) every
year m duwect subsidies

The parastatals’ losses totalled
about 19 million

The government, which has
MAJority and minonty stakes 1n the
state-owned statutory bodes, regrs-
tered companies and . freasury
funds, wants to cut spendmng on
parastatals o relegsg more
resources to the bmduchv’éh"sectnrs
of the economy — Independent
Foreign Service |
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- Anthony Livuza in Blantyre

ILLIONS of Malawians are
eagerly awaiting the return of
Asian busmessmen to the rural

; arcas from which they have been

legally barred for the past 26 years -

*

“[Malawi@)
‘eases Asian

X

¥

rest’rictionés o
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Rulng and oppositon parliamentari-

ans have put a tentative seal of
approval on government plans to
repeal a law prohibiting Asians from

running rural busimesses
The Business Licensing Act was

enacted by the government of former
president Hastings Banda, ostensibly
to promote businesses run by black

Malawians who did not suc essfully -
| compete with the Asians ™'

Whien the Asjans left they sold off
buildings and assets to blacks, but
most of the infrastructure is now run
down and the businesses have col-

lapsed, largely due to lack of financal-

resources and business acumen.
Debate on the return of Asian busi-
nesses — mostly retail traders — was
sparked by the democracy movement
which ended Banda’s 30 years of
autecratic rule in May 1994. The ral-

| lying cry for those favouring the repeal

H ]
+

of the Business Licensing Act was that

freedom of movement is a basic-

human right, and that to confine

Asians to cities and towns was a gross

violation of that right. -
But the Asjans are said to doubt if

| the time 1s nipe for them to return

They are worned about security;
which has reached the same precait-

| ous level as n cities and towns, and

are concerned with the crumbhng
road network, decayed telecommuni-
cation systems and deteriorafing

health and education services

Most of all, they doubt that thete 1s
a profitable market for their busi-
nesses 1 the rural areas, where fow
people can afford basic necessihes.fi

~ “Why should I go into rural areds
where the secunty situation 1s as bid

| as i towns, where thé police do ot
| respond even i there is a burglary a

stone’s throw away from their sta-
tion?” asks Igbal Hassan, an Asian

| ninmnga hardware shop m Lilongwe,

Malawi's admumnistrative capital

Some Asians have been irading in
rural areas by proxy, appomting blsgr:k
busmessmen to sell therr merchan-

| dise Fornow, this option seems nore

palatable to most Asians — AIA F
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Malawi retains death penalty

PNt 24

Angeis Miukulo

ALAWTI 1s to retain the death sen-
Witence despite ongomng attempts
by 'ﬁmnesty International to have 1t
abolished

High court judge and chamrman of
thé Prison Inspectorate Comimnission,
Duncan Tambala, says there 1s no
option but the death sentence for
murder because this 1s endorsed by
the country’s Constitution

Amnesty members from all over
the world have lobbied Malawians to
seek the abolition of the death sen-
tence They wrnite letters to mdividu-
als, groups, the press and senior civil
servants as well as to President Bak-

ac/st76(20)

Amnesty’s hopes that the death
penalty would be abolished rose in
1994 after Muluz1 commuted all
death sentences to life imprison-
ment

But in May 1995 Muluz1 endorsed
a new Conshtution which mcluded
the death penalty Earher that year at
a conference to discuss the Constitu-

1993, there had been more murder,
rape and armed robbery

“Already we have withessed a break-
down 1n secunly and increased law-
lessnessn the country i we endorse
that those who commut murder should
walk away scot-free, we are indirectly
empowering criminals to intensify
thewr brutal acts,” said the chyef

Sources say that hundreds of peo-
ple were executed for varous ermmes
when the Banda regune was m power

A recent survey by the Prison
Inspectorate Commussion said there

tion, 157 delegates voted i favour offp are more than 800 murder suspects

the penalty, 28 against and 23
abstaimed

The reasons for the overwhe
vote 1 favour of the death sentence
are reflected m the observations of a
tradhitional chief who said that since
Malawi adopted pluralistic pohtics n

it remand prisons awarting trial

Prisons Public Relations Officer
Winston Manyera says there are 10
people waiting to be sent to the gal-
lows At least seven people have heen
executed smce Malawi changed lead-
ershup in 1994 — AIA

]




Malawian retorms are on target

By Emelia Sithgle

Harare -—— Malaw. 1s on track to
meet the fiscal and monetary tar-
gets 1t has agreed with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund for thus
year, Matt Chikaonda, the gover-
nor of the Central Bank, said at the
weekend The fund 1s backing the
country’s economuc reforms.

Chikaonda said that annual
inflation had declined sharply to
an estinated 29 percent from
64 percent at the beginning of the
year He ascribed the drop to tight
monetary and fiscal policies, and
bumper harvests this year after
good rans

He said that under a three-
year extended structural adjust-
ment faclity programme (Esaf)
that was adopted last year
President Bakihh Muluzi's govern-
ment had to reduce 1ts spending
and bring inflatton down to
20 percent by December

“Right now the economy m
Malawn 1s on track to meet the tar-
gets of the three-year Esaf pro-
gramme, All the mdications are
that we will achueve the 20 percent
target m annual inflation by year
end,” Chikaonda said in Harare

He was m Zimbabwe to attend
a symposium of southern Africa’s
central bank governors held on
Thursday and the commissiorung
of a new Z$584 mullion (about
R261,45 milhon) headquarters for
the Reserve Bank of Zimbabwe

He said the government had

T ()¢l

imposed hght fiscal discipline to
curb mflabon and had cut down
on ifs spending

It had also curtaled 1ts bor-
rowmng, mainly from the central
bank, to finance the budget
deficit State-owned firms that
were burdening the fiscus were
bemng streamhned

"We are runrung a cash budget
system under which government
minstries can only spend what
they get What we are saying 1s
we have to hve within our
means,” Chikaonda said

The Bank had also frozen the
government’s overdraft facilify
Purchase orders that contributed
to overspending by the govern-
ment had been suspended,
Chikaonda said

He said the government had
drawn up a three-year plan to pri-

vatise, rationalhse or liquidate™

more than 100 state firms, most of
which relied on subsidies

Chuhaonda said the Malawian
government had taken advantage
of the euphora m the impover-
ished southern African country
that greeted the advent of mulf-
party polls m 1994 after 30 years
of one-party rule to mtroduce the
harsh measures

“One of the key 1ssues to make
structural adjustment successful
15 quick implementation of the
Measures

“If that implementation 1s
half-hearted 1t won't work,” he
said “The best 15 to say let's bite

[0

the bullét-don’t prolong the pam

“Our government has been
fortunate because most of these
tough measures are taking place
at the beginmng of 1ts term

“The timing couldn’t have
been better I'm not sure they
(political leaders) could have
done 1t if we had been heading
towards elections,” he said.

He said that with the fall in
annual inflatton the bank could
reduce the discount rate from ats
present level of 50 percent It
could also lower the lending rates,
which had been between 48 per-
cent and 57 percent, despite the
lower inflation rate

However, he would not be

drawn mto saying when or by
how much the bank would cut s

discount rate

"We are looking 1o see a sigrt-
icant drop mn the rate because we
need a sigrificant drop to make an
impact to draw investment,”
Chikaonda said.

He said that Western donors
were fully supporting Malawi's
efforts to mend 1its economy
because of the successful econom-
1c reforms to date

They had pulled out of the
country to torce the former prest-
dent, Kamuzu Banda, to mtro-
duce multiparty elechons,

“Tt looks like people wanted to
see whether the changeswere real
and now they {(donors) are jump-
ing back m, wiuch 1s exciting for
the country,” he said — Reuter




Opposition chiefs
in Malawi do some
wishful thinking to
get r1d of Muluzi
- andSh, 11626

Star Foreign Service
Blantyre — Opponerits,,of
Malawran President B
Muluz: have one thing in
common - they want the
Muslim* president of this
predomunantly Chnishian
country out of ofhce But
how? Thus 1s'the question
that has captured the
imagmation of the nation

Muluzi's critics are
frustrated because they
say he has falled to deliver
on promises made in the
runup to the referendum
in 1993 and the general
elections of May 17 1994,

But there 15 nothing m
the country’s constitution
that allows_them to take
such action’ .

The right-hand man of
former president Fastings
Kamuzu Banda, General
John Tembo, who alleged-
ly authonsed the murder
of three cabinet mmsters
and a parhamentarian 13
years -ago, says: “Ma-
Jawians .
want a ref-

(")

g z rh+ :
eendum | | IP@OPle See

or elec-

s | referendum

Tembo

also wants as way to

o know I paljeve the
7 s

where the

+ L
morey || gurffering

donors
give  this )
nabton goes '

In June 1993 Malaw-
1ans voted n a referen-
dum to decide whether
the country should opt for
polttical pluralism or stick
to unipartyism of the ron-
fisted Banda who.ruled
Malaw: for more than 30
years

The electorate. opted
for multipartyism . which
ushered in Muluzi's ad-
rmunstration ‘But now po-
iitical leaders msist on a
referendum ’

Kamlepo Kalua, presi-
.dent GIE the h&\a,%% Deﬁl? ,
crahic | started’
the *ballair%:ihng ‘when he,
called for Muluzr's m-
peachment, - \ __

—

Kalua strongly be-
lieves a referendum “is the
only way that the people
of Malaw1 can redeem
themseiwves from thewr

T

suffering”

He says his party and

its supporters will not stop

ressurmg Muluzi until
ﬁe bows to the demands
of the electorate

Kalua's endeavours to
unseat Muluzi led to his
arrest by securnity police

They swooped on him
last month when - he
marched to Muluzi's San-
jka palace to %ﬁhnn the
president on what he says
are the people’s demands
and nghts to hold a refer-
endum.

Kalua is on pail after
bemng charged with dis-
turbmg the peace He
spent one night 1n solitary
confinement

Eston Kakhome, presi-
dent of the Social Democ-
ratic Party (SDP) also sup-
ports the 1dea of a
referendum  but  he
wonders how to go about
it

The leader of the
Alliance ‘for Democracy’
(AFORD), (and former

second vice-
. president
of
" Malawi),,
, Chakufwa
" Chihana,
explamns
“the con-
stitution
does not
provide a
provision
for opposition’ parties to
call for a referendum”.

Education  Minster
Cassim Chilumpha de-
scribes calls for the refer-
endum as “mere wishful
thinking”,

Chithana accuses the
government of corruption
and nepotism and does
not substantiate s
allegations |

However, some cabi-
net members have been
sharply criticised for evad-
g customs duty when
they return from abrbad,

Last week Bitwell Kd:
wonga resigned’ as rrius-
ter of research and envi-
ronmental affairs.

He followed lus cabr-
net colleague Chihana
amd the rumours that he
was gomg to be axed for
his attacks on the

gnvermnent
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Malaw1 govt tries

to erase Banda’s

name from history
: bbb ,

lantyre - The two years that Malawi's former presideitt,
Dr Hastings Kamuzu Banda, has been out of powers too
short a period for Malawians to forget hum The many en-
tihes and structures, some built under hus rule and named
after hum, help to keep his name fresh

Roads, scﬁ’unls, colleges, hospitals, bridges, airports,
recreahional facilities ~ some built by colorualbists long be-
fore he took over the reigns of power — he named after
hamself. Kamuzu Bridge, Kamuzu Barrage, Kamuzu Bar-
racks, Kamuzu Military College, Kamuzu Institute for
Youth, Kamuzu International Awrport, Kamuza Central
Hospatal — the list goes on and on

But thus 15 now changing The United Democratic
Front (UDF) government is obviously not amused with
the continuing obsession with the former president’s
name on structures, roads and other entities It 1s set to
erase Banda from history In September last year, the new
government directed that Kamuzu International Awrport
and Kamuzu Milttary College should forthwith be called
Lilongwe International Atrport and Malawi College of
Armed Forces respectively.

Works and supplies minister Shatbu Inmu says Banda
had an obsession for lumself. “He wanted everybody to
think about nobody else apart from humself ” ltmu says
one of the reasons why the people voted for change to a
multiparty system of government was to put an end to
this type of indoctrina-
tion.

Last month the gov-
ernment renamed sev-
eral structures bearing
Banda’s name Ka-
muzt Highway be-

Ex-president
- obsessed
with self,

T came Masauko
say critics Chipembere Highway

Clutﬂembere fought the
colomal system of government together with Banda but

fell out with ham soon atter independence He died in
extle fighting the former president’s autocratic rule

Kamuzu Fighway m Mzuzu, the northern region cty,
has been renamed after another national hero, Orton
Chirwa, who died n 1992 while serving a hfe sentence
imposed on hum by the Banda regime Amnesty Interna-
tional adopted him as one of 1ts prisoners of conscience

But Banda 15 not solely to blame for some of the ex-
cesses assoclated with his government or lhumself It 1s
true he cherished pasting fus name hterally on almost
everything, the majonity of which he claimed to have
been established with money from his own pocket

But for a number of these structures it was his follow-
ers — cabinet minusters, some of whom are now in govern-
ment - who decided on Banda’s behalf m order to gan
tavours from hum

The government’s critics say renaming all entities that
bear the name of the former head of state 1s an exercise
that 15 not only fruitless but also expensive, which the
cash-strapped government can 1l afford “The govern-
ment wants to erase Banda’s name from history because
they themselves have not done any development in the
country,” says deputy leader of the opposition Malawi
Congress Party (MCP), George Bundaunda Phin

“Although the UDF government may succeed 1 re-
moving Banda’s name from structures, hus face, which he
printed on all the country’s currency notes during hus 31-
year rule, will continue to haunt the government for
many more years to come,” says Phun

President Bakili Muluz: has also started printing hus
face on the country’s currency, even after parhament re-
solved recently that the currency should not carry the fea-
tures of any pohtician, dead or alive Critics say Muluziis
domng exactly what his predecessor was doing This, they
say, weakens his argument for erasing Banda’s name
from hustory - Sapa-dpa.
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Malaw1 peasants voice

By AntHony Livuza
Blantyre

confict over the land
Anghts of peasants hving
near tea estates and on the
shores of Lake Mulaw1 remains
unsolved and could turn violent
Whule subsistence farmers en-
croach on land that belongs to tea
estates along Lake Malawt, local
people are derued the right to fish
n tourist areas
In a compromise statement
last month, the government de-
clared that local people should
have the same nghts and access to
the shore as developers with
leasehold titles The declaration
can only solve a small part of the
land problem

Although the land crunch 1s
rampant throughout Malawy, it 1s
most acute i the tea-growing dis-
tricts of Thyolo and Mulanje in
southern Malaw1, where vast tea
estates take up most of the fertile
land, leaving hully areas of mar-
ginal sotls for the peasants

Unable to grow enough food
on their plots, many villagers are
encroaching on estate land

Skirmishes between villagers
and estate secunty guards are on
the ncrease

Farmer Samson Kaundama
posts his son as a sentry to look
out for secunty guards whale he 1l-
legally tills a plot of estate land be-
tween the Briish-owned Ncluma
Tea Estate and hus village

Inatially arrested for encroach-

-

ing on estate land, Samson was
ordered by the High Court to
leave atter Nchima sought a court
myunction fo bar local people
from estate land

On a second occasion, Samson
was arrested with other farmers,
charged with contempt of court
and jailed in Blantyre for 21 days

Most Malawians depend on
the land for their livelthood But,
the tea estates are a source of
needed foreign currency and jobs,
and the government 15 unwilling
to antagorise them

Some desperate villagers have
vowed to stay on the land 1n defi-
ance of the High Court order

Observers say chances of more
bloodshed are high unless the
government fmds a solution

pz/%%']f: g Stg%]

Villagers say they are only re-
claimung the land of their ances-
tors, but Nchima Tea Estate man-
ager Wilham Patterson argues
that the company owns the land
because 1t was legally acquired
from the Thyolo people’s ances-
tors The estatc has a 99-year
leasehold title

Government officials are not
keen to intervene

“Where 15 the freedom and
jushce we fought for?” people
ask, alluding to the democracy
movement which toppled Dr
Hastings Kamuzu Banda {There
18 no justice for people Living m

fear m the land of their birth ” -
Independent Foreign
Service/ Afnca Information
Afnique
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Good rainy season saves Malawian economy |
(o) =a(mlifla

By Edward Mlute t7len from 90 to 50 percent and 1s expected to - Prices, hence higher productivity He urges calls for official support for manufacturing 1
drop to 20 percent by the end of the year. the government to wear ytself from donors There 15 a downside to the economc furn-

Blantyre — A good ramy season has saved Bad luck played apartin the Economic analysts caution around Subsidies have been removed and J
Malawr's economy from disappearing mioa country running mto its €CO- . against over-optumsm about the price of a 50kg bag of fertthser has nsen
quicksand of rockeing mnflation, currency — NOMIC difficulties An austerity Economic the tuture, saying that a move s threefold to $23,30 mn the last year
Jevaluation and empty government coffers  and hiberalisation programime > _ needed away from the rehance Godfrey Phin, a small-scale maize pro-

After twa years of drought, the rams was introduced, along the hnes  § analysts on agrculture, particularly ducer outside Blantyre, says that though §
brought a rurnaround i agnculture, the of those 1n other African coun- ! caution QQE.:&. tobacco which accounts for —maize prices are encouraging, flus year s
pvot of the country’s fortunes Totalexports,  tnes, Just when drought was & . 64 percent of exports profit will be badly hut -
led by tobacco, more than doubled from taking s toll The combmation § OVer -ophimism Chibagali Thmdwa, he  because of lugh fertihs- 7 -
6220 riion m 1994 to $440 mulhion last year  almost crushed the economy : bout th principal marketing oftice for er prices
and are expected to grow 1o $526 mtlion this For the World Bank, the } abour in€ the Malaw1 export promotion It 15 possible that |
year devaluations of the kwacha, i future counall, says Malaw: needs an much of the immediate

The trade balance has moved from a  NOW at 15 to the dollay, have aggressive private sector fhat gamn of economic Te-
428 muthon defiait to a surplus of $16 maihon  helped the couniry become provides quality goods to stand form could be taken up
last year Foreign reserves have mcreased — more compettave agamst foreign goods up to compehiion from outside markets by hugher costs for the
from two weeks cover to five months Anf Zulfiqar, a resident representative, He says the manufactured products are struggling small-scale

The most welcome effect of the mproved  says a loosenung of the government’s prce 100 expensive, partly because raders always  secior — Independent |,
prospetity has been on inflation which rmm s controls has allowed market forces to dictate  want to make big profit margins Buthealso Foreign Service/ AlA

i oy & .




Central bank predicts inflation will fall to 20 percent by the end of the year

AFRICAN BUSINESS
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Malawi’s battered economy

By Felix Mponda

Blantyre — Despite drought and
recession, Malaw1’s agriculture-
powered economy has achieved
substantial economic gains this
year with falling inflation and a
massive 50 percent boost 1n
exporis

Inflation fell to 51,1 percent
in June from 71,4 percent 1n
January, economusts satd

But donors and some inde-
pendent econonusts sard the real
verdict would come 1n the next
stx months, depending on the

availability of the country’s sta-
ple, maize, which was the key to
inflation levels

“Under the present prospects,
thus downward trend should con-
ttnue and our target of reaching
20 percent by December this year
lIooks achievable,” said Matthews
Chikaonda, the central bank
gOVErnor

Inflation traditionally
dechines and stays down for
seven months after the maize
harvest but nses durng the
planting and growing season

“Marze has a large impact on

the economy,” said John Smuth,
the deputy resident representa-
tive of the World Bank m
Malaws

This year’s good rains guar-
anteed Malawi’s food secunty
with maize production expected
to reach 1,9 milhion tons up from
1,3 mullion tons last year

Smuth said the government of
Bakilt Muluz: deserved credit for
having controlled 1nflation
through spending cuts and a halt
to the prmting of more new
notes of the kwacha to cover up
the budget defimt, which was

akes a turn for

15 percent of the GDP 1n the
1994-95 fiscal year

The budget defieit in this
poor southern African state has
now been reduced to 6 percent of
GDFP, according to Smuth
Malaw1 18 implementing tough
Western-backed economic
reforms, which have led to the
scrapping of subsidies and to
mass dismissals 1n the public
service, as well as industrial
redundancies

The World Bank, the Inter-
nattonal Monetary Fund and
several other donors have put

S m%hu % ﬁm.m#w ﬁmﬂ\nhmuﬁ\@c

tighten fiscal and monetary pol-
cies, mainly through public
expendrture cuts and raising rev-
enue

Since April, state depart-
ments and munistries have been
operating on a cash basis with
mirustry accounts held at com-
mercial banks and funded
monthly by the central bank
based on revenue collected 1n the
previous month

The fiscal disapline resulted
in budget deficit being reduced
from 15 percent of the GDP last

year to 5,2 percent this year
The foreign exchange rate has
stabilised since last year and
foreign exchange reserves have
been sufficient

Kalonga Stambuli, the eco-
nomic adviser to President Bakil
Muluzi saxd “Tt 1s very crucial to
safeguard the kwacha against any
nsks of devaluation and conse-
quent inflationary pressures ”

Stambult said the govern-
ment’s share of net domestic bor-
rowing declined from 60 to
50 percent last year, leaving com-
merctal banks with excess

44—
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money for the private sector to
borrow
“This has resulted i lower
yields on treasury bills,” he said
The economy was buoyed by
exports which soared to a record
hugh last year, rising by about
50 percent over the 1994 levels
“This anses from improve-
ment m the counfry’s competi-
tive position on the export mar-
ket as a result of the depression
of the kwacha,” he said
Tobacco, tea and sugar
exports account for 85,8 percent
of foreign exchange earnmngs

Last year’s exports were equiva-
lent to 27,6 percent of GDI, com-
pared with 17 percent in 1993

The marked export growth
enabled a frade balance to turn
around from a 1994 defiat of
42 mallion kwacha (R12,6 millon)
to a surplus of 240,4 mullion
kwacha last year, and foreign
reserves rose by 93 percent 1n last
year from the previous year’s
Exports this year are expected to rise
21 percent

Real GDP grew at 8,5 percent
against a drop of over 10 percent
in 1994 — AFP
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Patrick Wadula.

MALAWI has embarked on a pni-
vatisation programme in an effort
to enhance business efficiency and
also to attract foreign invest-
ments, Malawr’s Commerce and

Industry Minister Chakakala
Chaziya said.
At a meeting of the African In-

ternational Trade Centre in Jo-
hannesburg, he said detailed n-
formation on the programme and
the selling of public companies
and shares were available at the
Privatisation Commission “We
realise that business is best and
most efficiently run when left to
the pravate sector ”

haziya said the mawn 1ncen-
tive for investment in Malaw1 was
its  dedicated and disciphined

______—__—__——n_p-_———“__
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labour force and natural re-
sources Malaw: has a bilateral
agreement with SA that, with a
few hmting factors, allows for
goods made in Malaw to enter SA
duty-free.

He said the Malaw1 kwacha,
floated in 1994, accompanted the
hberalisation of foreign exchange
markets This had helped the cur-
rency to stabilise from the end of
that year Inflation had fallen to
8% this year from 98% two years
ago Interest rates had also
dropped from 59% to 27% and
were expected to fall below 20% by
the end of the year

He saad MNalaw: had fiseal in-
centives, including export pro-
cessing zones aimed at encourag-
ing production for export Duty-
free importation of equupment and

Malawi opts for privatisatio
: W1 0D D Cw)%%)

raw materials and other incen-
tives were also available, .

Industral licensing had been
abolished with the exception of in-
dustres that had to be controlled
for security reasons, such as radio-
activity or pollution.

He said the prices of all prod-
ucts 1n the domestic market, ex-
cept petroleum products, had been
decontrolled. “Business organisa-
tions are now free to make their
own pricing decisions We are con-
vinced that business decigions
should be made by the rnght peo-
ple, the busimness people.” -

Most goods that were subject to
mport and export licensing had
also been decontrolled Chaziya
said the Malaw1 Promotion Agen-
¢y had been set up to co-ordinate
the services required by investors




Search for new
managers takes

to the tbgg}?ihips

AUDREY D'ANGELO (] 7 (@K) &7/

Cape Town — Market research has shown
that South Africa will be faced with a short-
age of at least 400 (110 busmmess managers by
the year 2000, Alan Barrable, chief executive
of the Southern African Institute of Char-
tered Secretaries and Admimstrators, told
Busiriess:Report
~ Barrable said that to alleviate this situa-
tion the mstitute, which was affihated to the
worldwide Institute of Chartered Secretaries
and Administrators based m London,
planned to double enrolment for'its entry-
level courses and achieve a 35 percent m-
crease In those studying for 1ts miernational-
ly recogmised CIS diploma

The mstitute’s plan took mto account the
mmpact of global and local 1ssues such as un-
bundling, downsizing, restructurmg, corpo-
rate governance, office mechamsation and
Tirmative action.

“We need to be sure we are equupping our
graduates to play a role m the new South
African busimess environment,” Barrable said.

“The overail goal of the pian 18 to rem-
force the mstitute’s position at the sharp end
of corporate governance through adherence

_ to global standards at a tume when account-

ing 18 bemg reshaped 1 South Africa and the
quahty of many educational quaiifications 1s
uncertam ”

He said the strategy was “outward-fo-
cused and aggressive, taking the fight mto
the townghips through a programme known
as Operation Outreach We can’t walt for
youth to come to us We are reaching thou-
sands of youngsters m schools and commu-
mty centres m thewr own areas The response

has been overwhelming”. ' R
-JI i
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Reneé Grawitzky

WHILE the old guard in busi-
ness sity back at the “ranch”, be-
moaning and struggling to ac-
cept change, the new guard, un-
der pressure to perform, 1s
finding 1t difficult to transform
orgamsations because of a lack
of joint commitment and a com-
IION V18I0,

Human resource consultant
and director of Von Hirschfeld
Levy & Assomates, Ilana Levy,
said yesterday that companies
in transition were finding 1t dif-
ficulf to effect change

Problems often arose be-
tween the old and new thinkers,
with people who were caught in
old thinking patterns unwilling
.t0; change because of fear that
“keeps them'stuck 1n old think-

pattﬂmsﬂ' i ll r t " f 4 4y
*_ People i generally, whethér!
they were workers or sentor ex~

ecutives, tended.to-be: hegit&,}nwgﬁ change iflearning

Change of atti

the development
ng: beliefs. . and - behaviour_ '

L s ol

and often obstructive to new
1deas, largely as they got caught
up in fears about what they
could lose rather than the po-
tential of what they could gain

In such a situation, organi-
sational change could be accel-
erated only if the “old guard”
wag brought to the realisation
of the need for change and per-
suaded to “make this leap”, and
not be “knocked over the head”
for refusing to move away from
their old lparadlgm

The old thinkers were gener-
ally caught 1n a bureaucratic
approach, to change while the
new thinkers had already made
the shifts that were necessary

Levy said that
change could be
achieved through

of ' learning atti-
tude” within ' or-
ganigations,

4 “You ' start to

tudes a key toéém

(172
18 In d goe§ beyond
self-yimposed blockages,” ghe
said People at all levels of the
orgamsation had to take re-
sponsibility for themselves and
thear)jobs

“Trainmng until you are blue
mn the face” was not the way to
provide people with a reason to
change Managers had to get

people to change their thinking
about themselves and what
they did

An appropriate approach to
learming and changing be-
haviours could have a big effect
on the shop floor Workers need-
ed to learn how to refocus atten-
tion and energies 1n a way that

S’ trans
BD ib
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worked for them, not only as
workers but as people Workers
had the abiity to empower
themselves 1n a positive way

“Organisations need to en-
sure that workers really hecome
an mtegral part of the learning
process and that traming is the
process but learning the resuit,”
said Levy

It was not always necessary
to start with the change process
at the top of the organmisation. It
was possible to start change
management mtervention at

varying levels
“Changing a habit takes a

great deal of energy and effort,”
she said
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The King report gives gui

epreneurs hate rules
and conformity

they impose

2ANE

nce on the responsibilities of corporate governance,

but Ronnie Lubner looks at why some entrepreneurs hate the rules :

ACCORDING to the King report, corporate gover-
nance is simply “the system by which companies are
directed and controlled”

Understandably, the focus of the report 15 on those
aspects of the system that modern society considers
most 1n need of attention accountability, trans-
parency, ethics, stakeholder communications, envi-
ronmental responsibility, social responsibility and
the lhke But the report also gives some valuable
gmdance on the more traditional responsibihties of
corporate governance:

O If shareholders cannot earn an acceptable return
on their funds, they will not invest, and there will be
no growth m commercial or mdustrial activaty

Enterprise and profitability must be among two of
the :important driving forces,

(1 Enterprise 15 the disposition to engage m under-
takings of risk Business 18 the undertaking of risk
for reward; and

1 The basic element of good governance 18 to make
decisions honestly and i1n the best interests of the
corporation.,

Do modern corporate governance standards help
or hinder the busmessman’s task of undertaking en-
treprencurial risk m the best iterests of the cor-
poration? I ask this question not because 1 disagree
with the commercial laws of the countries 1n which
we operate, or with an

ything that has been said in
the King Report However, I do think business people
have a duty to stakeholders to consider the full
mmphications of implementing ct}l‘;ﬁnrate governance

On the positive side are the disciplines and
certainties that corporate governance brings to the
process of doing busmess Minonty shareholders,
employees and other stakeholders, and the environ-
ment, are protected from the unscrupulous The poor
and the needy are assisted And at a macro level,
well-regulated businesses create what the Centre for
Development and Enterprise calls a “thickening of
civil society”

The process of hsting a firm on a stock exchange
brings mto play a network of institutions, riles,
monitormg processes, values and procedures, requir-
mg the mput of independent professionals for proper
evaluation This 1n turn requires mformation that 1s
reliable and honest, and the freedom to pubhish and
debate such iformation And finally, an indepen-
dentjudiciary1s needed to oversee the process Clear-
iy, the control of business practice contributes to the
democratic web of civil society, and who can argue
with that?

But imposed and self-regulating mechanisms can
also affect the competitiveness of business 1n ways
that are perhaps not intended Perhaps we might
examine the life cycle of the PG Group to explore the
consequences of laws, standards and governance
requirements

The group was born out of the entrepreneurial
spirit of 1ts pioneering forefathers Their belef sys-
tems and their business practices were largely
mfluenced by their family and spinntual upbringing
— and, of course, by market forces They prospered
through their ntution, creativity, courage, flexabil-
1ty, judgment and general abihty to hold things to-
gether when the gomng got tough As with most
fledghng businesses, thewr aggressive focus was on
getting the job done and “never mind the admims-
tration and bureaucracy”

Then came a point when the business grew to an
extent that a2 wader range of stakeholders developed
expectations regarding corporate behaviour In
addition to expecting the common values of integrity
and morality, employees, suppliers, customers and
bankers developed expectations on 1ssues such as
guality, pricing, rehability and predictability of
financial performance Although none of these
expectations was documented, stakeholders took
their comfort from their day-to-day relationship with
the business They could see and feel if things were
going night There was no need for admimstrators
and regulators to “keep the score”

Then came a time when the fast-growing PG
Group, having been listed, was increasingly obhiged
to adopt formal reporting procedures — a process
that has become ever more complex and demanding
over the years As the group developed into a market
leader, so did 1t attract more attention and controls
health and safety laws, transport regulation, Com-
petititon Board investigations, foreign exchange
controls, decentralisation incentives, export incen-
tives and stock exchange requirements, to mention
but a few And, m due course, there followed new
expectations m regard to working conditions, social
responsibihity, environmental responsibibty and

#*

competitive behaviour

This 18 not to say that these legal and socal
requurements are not all justified But any true en-
trepreneur just hates rules and regulations, because
they 1mpose conformity and costs on businesses that
are big enough to fall under the publhic spothght Con-
formity and cost are the enemy of the entreprencur

Remember, PG 18 competing agaimnst ,irue
entrepreneurs 1 every village, town and city — the
“one-man bands”, the momma-and-poppa stores
which follow no standard other than thewr own con-
science and the dictates of the market They pay the
rate for the job and focus on adding value, not cost

As 1n SA, not every trader that competes against
118 1n the global village 1s subject to the same rules of
engagement and standards of governance The PG
Group 18 competing with hard-nosed entrepreneurs
from all over the world who probably regard our
sophisticated Western models of corporate gover-
nance and sef-regulation as some kind of self-infhct-
ed mjury And who 1s to say that those developing
countries that use their comparative advantages —
for example, cheap labour or a greater tolerance of
pollution — are not justified in theiwr actions?” As a
recent artrele 1n The Economist noted: “That’s how
poor countries grow less poor Often, people 1 the
rich world who rail agamst the exploitation of the
poor are mere protectionists in disguise, afrard that
competition might steal their own jobs ”

There 18 another leg to the governance debate —
the law of ummniended consequences The pressure on
major corporations to dehver the goods year on year
for a wide range of stakeholders with different i1n-
terests places considerable strain on managements
to perform to the very hmit of theiar competence

Paradoxically, i spite of the constraints on their
prerogative, managers are obliged to take ever
greater risks “in the best interest of the corporation”

Potential

One of the most appealing notions 18 to diversiy,
or acquure We assume we ¢can manage new business-
es, or at least choose the rnght managers to do so,
which brings to mind the words of Warren Bulfett,
the business sage who just happens to be one of the
richest men 1 the world He says you should acquire
only busmesses that any fool could run, because one
day one will.

When I look back on more than 100 acquusitions, 1
wonder whether we 1 the PG Group have added
more value than cost to flourishing entrepreneunal
business Sure, the new subsidhary mght have added
to our bottom line but, given our si1ze and level of
bureaucracy, have we fully reahsed the potential of
these businesses? S0, having had some experience of
bulding a so-called conglomerate, I am forced to ask
another rhetorical question are conglomerates a
good 1dea 1n the modern economic world?

They offer many advantages 1n terms of size,
Elnanczal muscle and global networking, But they are

50
M Large and unw:eldy,
[0 More subject to innumerable laws, regulations and
standards of governance, and .
O Less competitive than the sum of the en-
trepreneurnal parts X

Perhaps I am expressing a concern that ;the
entrepreneurial spirit of business and our ability to
compete on even terms on world markets 1s 1n danger
of being overshadowed by the requirements of leg-
1slators and admimstrators

Could 1t be said that our finest entrepreneurs
have been constrained mn direct proportion to the
degree of corporate governance imposed on them?
Perhaps some of our managers, short on the ability to
hive with business risks, find bureaucratic controls a
comfortable shield behind which to shelter?

Some of what I have mentioned is deliberately
wvucatwe I am not arguing for a return to the

1ld West” of business practice Rest assured, the
PG Group will meet its obligations as a sohd
corporate citizen However, I am suggesting that we
carefully consider not only the need for sound
corporate governance, but 1ts consequences in a high-
ly competfitive world As an entrepreneur, I am com-
mitted to qualitative rather than quantitatave cor-
porate governance, and enterprise with integrity

3 Ronnie Lubner s chairman and CEQO of Plate
Glass and Shatterprufe Industries This article is

adapted from an address to a recent conference of the
Institute of Directors. and first appeared tn the in-
stitute’s journal Dhrectorship
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New management agso

Business Day Reporter l'—'}l Al
Y P‘ . Q )

A GROUP of management organisa-
tions 1n Africa has estabhished the As-
sociation of Management Organisa-
tions of Africa,

The imtiative was led by the insti-
tutes of management of Kenya, Mau-
ritius, SA and Zimbabwe, with the
Ghanaian and Malawian institutes
joming as founder members

The association will form an African
regional chapter of the World Associ-
ation of Management Organisations.

Sumlar groupings already exist n
Asia, Europe and America

According to the latest newsletter of
the Pan-African Productivity Associa-
tion, 1t 1s generally accepted that man-
agement plays the most important role

ation formed
m mprnvmg%j;ductmty

Management development has
therefore been stressed throughout the
world, and 1t 1s not surpmsing that
many productivity and other organisa-
tions have devoted considerable time
and effort to this topic.

The African association has the mis-
sion of promoting management excel-
lence throughout Africa,

It aims to stimulate contacts and ex-
changes of experience between mem.
ber orgamsations, and to facihitate an
exchange of information to managers
to complement those of the productiv-
1ty association .

Further information can be® ob-.
tamned from the productivity mstitute
at (012) 341-1470 The e-manl address
1s npipapa@afirica.com.




M i Pepsi deal unfair — Cok
alawi Pepsideal unialy oke
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BLANTYRE — An $11lm mvest- high ¢orporate tax, lack of appro- After five years, PepsiCo’s 1n-
ment deal involving US soft drink mate mfrastructure, the Limited vestment capital 18 hikely to dou-
manufacturer PepsiCo and the omestic market, as wellas a tight bletoas much as $23m, so employ-
parastatal Malaw Development money market 1n which risk tak- ment opportunities will merease,
Corporation is g0mng chead later 1ng by financaal mnstitutions 18 says Mkandawire
this year following a delay be- almost nonexistent The mvestment agency says in-
cause of bureaucratic and logisti- Pepsr’'s nival Coca Cola — vestment 1n Malaw1 m the past |
cal problems which has been operating in the has been hampered by erratic

Sources within the finance country for the past 30 years — 18 electricity supply, poor telecom-
ministry say the delay was caused complamming about the special munication facilities and lack of
by PepsiCo demanding special fis-  treatment, saying this gives an  official appreciation of the role of
cal concessions and 1centives unfair edge to 1ts competitor foreign investment

After extensive talks with Fi- Malaw! Investment Promotion An investment agency official-
nance Mimster Aleke Banda, the Agency research and planning di- says the government must realise
company was apparently granted rector Watipaso Mkandawire says  that low-cost labour 18 only part of
ineentives like exempiion from the cabinet has already diccussed  the package “Investment m the
duty on all capital equipment,and tax and duty incentives whichhad 90s has become & complex and
a five-year tax holiday This is the been recommended by his office high stakes game 1n which com-
first time such incentives have He says the 1ssues were hikely pamnies seek to discover the perfect
been granted to a foreign mvestor to be presented before the budget mux of stabihity, infrastructure,

Existing and prospective 1n-  Session later this month which educated labour and nascent con-
vestors have complained about a will ensure that they do not favour  sumerisii before their competi-
multiphcity of taxes and levies, anyparticularorganisation torsleapin ”—AIA
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Malaw1 woos business

with incentives bouguet
o (b)) 1HH9F (7o)

SHIRLEY JONES °
KWAZULU NATAL EDITCR

Durban — A Malawian trade dele-
gation tried yesterday to iempt
South Afincan busmess investors
with startlingly low wage rates
and generous meentives Speak-
ers at the Malaw1 Investment and
Promotion Conference m Durban
offered a minimum wage of $20 a
month (less than R100, as opposed
to South Africa’s mmunnum wage
of R1 200).

Charles Nthendu, the princi-

pal secretary of the office of the
Malawian president, said Mala-
wi's extensive prwvatisation pro-
gramme presented local busimess
with opportunities to mvest in 135
state enterprises

Incentives mnclude free access
to foreign exchange, full remt-
tance of dwndends, generous tax
allowances and no licence re-
guirements for mputs, Malaw
hag also entered mio agreements
for avoiding double taxatmn and
reducing withholding tak with
other countries
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"Barida too old and ill to stand trial on charges of ‘eribezzling R45-ii; lawyer says

L

Health reasons were ated to ex-  unfit to give evidence, regardless of
cuse Banda from a court appearance  thesenousness of the charges

aling nonagenarian former dictator, government funds |

,Blantyre — The fraud trial of Malawy's: he embezzled about R45-million of ‘M “Q-_--ﬁ-. —ﬁﬂn—ﬂﬂ

*» Kamuzu- Banda, faled to-open on Banda’s exact age 1s not known, last year during a murder case In The defence lawyers also chal-
|; schedule. yesterday as the Mmmmznm but he may be as old as 99, and he s i may m-.-nﬂﬂ ~  which he was mﬂEﬁ&. Specialists  lenged a state directive that the case
|- counsel sought to have the case thought to be suffering from serulity. | from mﬂ-_-m-m.ﬂ‘ sard he was unfit for the marathon  should not be tried by a jury on the
| +thrown out on account of his client’s Three others accused in the case - trial that arose from the deaths of four grounds that the financial matters
sadvancedage. ., . . Banda's compamonCealia Kadzamura, O'Sullivan argued that the tral  prominent politiadns” during his 30 mnvolved were oo complex.
". “A man m Dr Banda’s health can- ,close,aide john Tembo and former could not proceed if the accused’s - years in power, which'came to an end But public prosecutor Kamudonht
not be fried  [t's as sumple as that,” énance muuster Lows Chimango —~  absence from court was beyond his ith elections in 1994. Nyasulu has insisted the trial should
_said Bernard--0'Sullivan, a _,..munmr havenot yet entered pleas control. “Prinapally 1t's unfar for a (YSullivan said common law  goahead without Banda

1 3 CE TR

2 defending Banda agamst charges that, _of seven years' ﬁﬁﬂﬁm@ u Y, yphe said stopped when a defendant was too ted to make a ruling next week. - AFP

lawyer who heads the three-mar team If convicted they face a maximum, %, defendant to be tried in tus absence,”; . plamly said proceedings:should. be /.. Mr Justice Duncan Tambala.is expec-

Adan | S [9F
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Low prices lead to fisticuffs between farmers and buyers, and suspension of day’s trading
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Blantyre — Sales at the country’s
largest tobacco floors in Malawt’s
capital Lilongwe came to a stand
still this week after farmers went
on a rampage Farmers, protest
g against the low mtroductory
tobacco price, tossed samples of
tobacco leaf at buyers, sending
them scampering for cover
The average price for the ma-
jority of the first hundred sales
was US$1.,40 a kilogram, well
below the average price of $1,70 a
kilogram recorded last year
The riofing led to the closure
of the tobacco floors, prompting
auction officials to hold an emer-
gency meeting with the buyers to
see 1If they could come up with a
better mtroductory price.

Following talks between the
farmers, middlemnen and buyers,
prices firmed after two days The
average price shot up to $1,65 a
kilogram and the weekly average
price seitled at $162,81

Accordimeg to auction sources,
the price started at a hugh of 82,
but mstead of firming began to
drop to $1,80 unti 1t reached a
low of $0,60
The low prices were mainly
atiributed to the poor quality of
the leaf

That 15 when farmers felt
cheated and got into a fierce ar
gument with the buyers, which
ended 1n a fracas resulting mn the
closure of the sales for the day,
one concerned grower from the
main tobacco district of Kasungu
said

Meanwhile, the second tobac
co auction floor 1n the commer
cial city of Blantyre opened on a
better note

Average prices starfed on a
high of $1,656 a Kilogram and
firmed at an average of $1,63 at
the close of trading

Malawi tobacco auction halted b

ra
i

>N

Ciaad) CT(erR) zls

KGhograms {milliors}

.

T

1996 1997

This performance was attrib-
uted to better quality leaf

In 1995 sales of all tobacco at
the auction floors reached
130,2 million kilograms at an av-
erage price of §1,65 a kilogram
Last year sales reached 141,7 mail-
lion Kilograms at an average
price of $1,68

Trade demand for that season
was estimated at 176,56 million
Kilograms

Tobacco continues to be the
main foreign exchange earner in
this impoverished southern
African nation of nine million
people, 80 percent of whom hive
below the poverty line

Exports of tobacco mcreased

from 3,9 million Malawian
kwacha (about R1,1 million} 1n
1995 to 4,2 billion Malawian
kwacha last year

But volumes declined from
89,5 million kilograms 1 1995 to
85,7 milhon kilograms last year
The shaky start to the tobacco
sales season came a month after
Ernest Tsonga, the executive sec-
retary of industry watchdog
TAMA (the Tobacco Assoclaiion
of Malawn), forecast output some
120 millzon tons below trade de-
mand

However, because of hagh local
prices of tobacco offered to mter-
mediate buyers by growers, the
high prices at auction floors 1n

1995 and an mncrease 1 the num
ber of growers, the total area of
planted tobacco expanded by
60 percent from 52 556 hectares in
1995 to 78 882 hectares last year
The expansion 1n hectarage
combined with the 30 percent
rise 1 yvield, had resulfed i a
sharp 1ncrease 1n output of
tobacco from 35 438 tons m 1995 to
68 978 tons last year

Industry observers said that
might have resulted m carry-over
stocks, which negatively affected
this year’s opening price offers

But buyers say because of the
continuous and excessive ramsat
critical times of the production
season (February/March), the

by riot

overall quality of the crop did not
reach the high standard achieved
during the 1995-96 season, espe-
cially m the central region where
the Lilongwe auction 1s based
The southern region 1s able to
command higher and better
prices because, unlike the central
region where most tobacco farms
compnse small holders, the large
estate holdings are owned by
multinationals with a trach
record m tobacco grading and
handling
The poor price offers were
also attributed to the 4 percent
levy — previously 8 percent —
mmposed on tobacco This ralses
substantial amounts of revenue
for government but is not entire-
Iy well taken by exportfers who
have delayed their transactions
111 the hope that the government
would eventually rescind the
tax

The tax, mtroduced three
years ago, 1s cutting mto profit
margins and making the Malaw
tobacco uncompetitive m global
markets

The Malawian government,
which has a narrow mdustrial
base and a dwindling manufac-
turing sector 1n the face of cheap
mport substitutes, depends on a
multiplicity of taxesto raise gov
ernment revenue fo meet bud
getary obligations and service 1ts
4,2 billhon Malawian kwacha
deficit

The tobacco mdustry 1s also
under mtensifying pressuure from
iraditional buyers

Political and public pressure
for pollution control and snvi
ronmental protection, backed by
stricter and more unified mter
national regulations and legisla-
tions, are becoming more appar
ent and a threat to the mdustry
— Independent Foreign Ser-
vice/Africa Information Afrigue
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Customs workers niay join strike

» b~ Custonis Worker -* Unnon b 1s thyeat: ned fo10IM a
mont-old 1,0l service st e fiam todn The iy dognandi d
thi e oo reinctare disnmeecd worl.e ra Festraut poli
from wisting sfriking workers and v W age Arreni s

WOLkels are takane part m A matene ads ~it O lled ke the
Crnl Ser ants' Ty wde Unton to ua hton T Tw 1B F 3 ams A
el wunon uaea by o aependent cormmmiszion Phe I(H, -
cLnment has oo ld ondv afford a a5 percont DAV INCLe 19
for ite 100 00heey ong v orktoree withaut upsettn s the cconomy
has 1ssucd some workhers wirh d1smissal notices and suspende
Other s without pay aliecung o eHmated 200 etafl

L Dampim the ceeretais gencrad of e unm I sAul pas
SCNZErs aiiving b the couniey s bigaest awport would be allow
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Malawi gets

From IFS Q’hﬁ")

Pans — Malawl would receive about
$900 mullion mthe next three years from
the World Bank, Aleke Banda, the fi-
nance munister, has said.

Thas year the country would get $319
million, he said last week at a meetmng
with the World Bank in Paris.

The axd would g0 towards the gov-
ernment’s plans to reform agnculfure,
further rahionalise the public sector and
alleviate poverty, Banda said. Malawl
also asked for financial support of 1its
planned local elections

The World Bank says Malawi has
made great progress i 1mplementing
aconomuc reforms after the first muit1-
party elections m May 1994 Inflation
came down from 75 percent m late 1995
to 7 percent last yeay, and the couniry
achieved a growth rate of nearly 10 per-
cent 1 the past two years

“We want to register growth of more

than 10 percent m the years to come,”
said Banda. “We want the mternational
commumnity to help us with finance and
expertise, and I've oot that commitment
from the donors ”
However, to achieve these figures,
Malawn had to cut down drastically on
1ts public service. Approximately 20 000
people were retrenched at the start of
the reform programme

a $900m World
Bank package for furth

.
er reforms
=T(eR)20 ls a7

A new action plan is bemng prepared
and, after a review of 27 mimstries, the
government has decided to contract out
more than 90 functions that were prevl-
ously part of the public service’s re-
sponsibihties cedtoe
" Critcs'of the World Bank and Inter-
national Monetary Fund structural ad-
justment programies say cutting down
on the public sector 13 only aggravahing
poverty m Africa. '

Asked about thas, Banda said cri-
c1sm of the inshiutions arose from 1g-
norance “The IMF and the World Bank
are there to support us. We have sta-
bilised the economy Once this happens
and inflation 1s 10w, this benefits the
people. It strengthens thelr purchasmg
power”

Liberalisimg the agricultural pro-
duction and marketing Malaw1 also
greatly improved the situation of ordr-
nary people, he gaid “We are now en-
ahling Malawians to grow Burley to-
bacco, hundreds of thousands of them.
And mmilions of kwatcha are gomg 10
thewr pockets That 1S poverty allevia-
tion ”

Malaw1's donors encouraged the gov-
ornment to contmue with 1S agricultur-
a] reforms, ncluding smaitholder devel-
opment A vast Jand reform project 18
now also being studied by a land reform
coymission
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Street véndors helpéd vote-Muluzi to power —

STar ForeEicn SERVICEFALA
Blantyre

T h 1994 Bakili Muluz1 en-
| couraged vendors to sell
4. their goods on the streets,
as a ploy to woo voters He did
not reahse that he was creating
a monster that would not be
easy to deal with when he later
became Malawl’s president

Today vendors crowd the
streets creating problems such
as lhttering and traffic jams
Petty theft has increased and
sometimes passers-by are as-
saulied by Wmsaowm

In hi§ ‘efforts to win the
votes of the peasant majority
(more than-60% of the total
4... I mithon ﬁcuﬁmﬁcuy Muluza

promised that, should they pro-
pel him into power, he would al-
low them to trade or sell their
merchandise at any suitable
place they chose.

The promise was made to
counter the then unpopular
tradimg practices that prevailed
during the rule of Kamuzu
Banda

In those days fierce red-
shirted youth leaguers and
Malaw1 Young Pioneers did not
allow secondhand dealers in
urban centres such as Blan-
tyre, Lilongwe and Mzuzu

Today, Blantyre, Lilongwe
and Mzuzu, once referred to as
garden cities, are teeming with
mounds of dirt and refuse
The street vendors, many of

whom trade in secondhand
clothing and electronic gadgets,
ranging from tiny shaving ma-
chines to musical equipment
and television sets — even
though the country has no tele-
vision station - sell their wares
anywhere they find space.

The unlicensed wvendors
swarm busy streets forcing the
traffic to move at a snail’s pace
and crowd the pavements in
major trading cenires making
1t impossibie for people to move
freely from one shop to another:

L % esidents now say the
street traders are formidable
and often not even law enforce-

ment agents are m# ave enough

to try to tackle them

Some residents accuse the
police of accepting payoffs and
bribes from vendors to turn a
blind eye to theft and assaults

Pohtical analysts say Mu-
luz 1s faced with a dilemma

He has to deal with the
wrath of civic authorities who
complain of losing Ilarge
amounts of money because the
vendors do not pay any operat-
ing fees.

And Muluz: risks losing
popularity if he takes any ac-
tion to clean up the streets by
force

At present he appears to be
handling the vendors with kid
gloves, as evidenced by a speech
he gave at the opening of a

2Z[5/9%

kiosk market imm Blantyre re-
cently He appealed to the ven-
dors to use the facilities pro-
vided by the city

“I need not command the po-
lice mobile force to come and
persuade you to sell from inside
the market as 1in the old days of
Banda’s rule,” Muluz: said 1n
his usual jocular manner

He drew laughter from the
vendors who made up the ma-
jority of the audience

Smce Muluz: assumed
power 1n May 1994, some efforts
have been made to get the ven-
dors off the streets to specially
designated areas

However, these have been
met with strong resistance
which have verged on an upris-

ﬁ

‘and themselves into' a

\S\\% ,
mg agamst the admimustration.

In Qctober 1994, soon after
the elections, Blantyre decided
{0 tackle the problem through a

process of cwvic education

i. he city sent a delega-
tion comprising vendors’ rep-
resentatives and others fromn
business associations, such as
the National Association of
Business Women, on a week-
long study tour to Zimbabwe, to
“obs~rve how thewr fellow ven-
dors or hawkers conduct busi-
ness”

Linda Phoya, pubiic H.mwm.\
tions officer for Blantyre City,
recalls “We had started talking
to them with a view 1o per-

b

" guading them Yo move away

from the streets As a starting
pomt, we asked them to form

- committees that would nego-

t1ate with us and they obliged

“On their return from Zim-
babwe, they reported that their
friends there ran businesses
from kiosks,” Phoya said

However, when the city built
trading kiosks 1n designated
places, the vendors refused to
use them saying that they could
not conduct business 1t places
which are not frequented by
buyers.

Tobias Phir1 who sells at the
mam bus stop, a stone’s throw
away from a kiosk, confirms
this view

He says. “We take our mer-

chandise where there are peo-
ple Who wil buy from us if we
are stuck in those sily struc-
tures built by the city?”

Few people dispute the fact
that vendors offer many house-
holds the only solution to cater-
tng for thewr families’ needs m
the face of a rising cost of liv-
ing

Says Masoz1, a mother of
four who works as a typist.
“Thanks to trade hheralisaiion
and the influx of secondhand
clothing dealers, I am able to af-
ford shirts, trousers and dress-
es for my children.

“With only US$20 (R90) Ican
manage to buy something for
my three sons and my daugh-
ter,” m:w, Says
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Blantyre — The Malawi’ Posts
and Telecommunications Au-
thority (MPTC) has claimed a
monopoly on Internet services,
which are due to start this month
under Internet Services, a jomt-
venture company between the
local corporation and the US’s
JVC International

After turning down several
applications from private con-
cerns willing to provide World
Wide Web services, Steve Mijiga,
MPTC's &dﬂ, mxmnﬂ:ﬂm says a
single service provider ﬁcﬁa cut
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costs for ﬁrm limited Malawian
market - -

Hetold mmﬁmﬂmm attendmg an
Internet mtroductory seminar
“We are trying to help consumers
save money, which would not be
posstble 1if we have a fragmented
service market ”

His contention 1s that the pri-
vate apphicanis would have been
workmg on visa terminals “with
their accompanying high costs”

This would entall a severe
drain on Malawr’s foreign ex-
change as consumers would have
to pay Internet hosts 1n hard cash
through credat cards
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Internet Services, he says,
will bl users m the local curren-
cy, the kwacha

The announcement of the
Internet service has surprised
many who had given it up when
bureaucratic gridlock threatened
to stall the expansion of Malawi’s
online services, months after the
baseline technology was laid.
The protracted negotiations
seem t0 have borne fruit as
Malawa will now be directly con-
nected to the American IBM glob-
al network through a fibre-optic
sateliite link, bypassing other
conzested terresirial connections

fi éFﬁEﬁ

1 Zimbabwe and South Africa
Minga says the MPTC will

providers *

pay for the circuit lease to the US

A plethora of technology, m-
cluding a packet switched data
network and an international
transit facility, he says, will re-
duce the unit cost of leasing the
US cirewat through digital com-
pression

“The system will mitially sup-
port some 2000 users, with 100
users able to ‘dhal’ mto it simulta-
neously

“Our major concern 18 to re-
duce the costs at all stages That
15 why we feel competition will

..l:..f.f

fragment the market,”
Mijiga. !

But Paulos Nyirenda, a Uni-
versity of Malaw: lecturer, dis-
misses the argument, saymg the
MPTC, which has a 38 percent
stake 1 Internet Services, wants
fo mamitam a monopoly and Keep
service rates hagh

“When you look at the MPTC
you have a problem They have
maimtamed a monopoly on cell-
phones, and the cost 1s prohibi-
tive. The cost of the Internet ser-
vices will alsn he outside the
bracket of ordinary Malawians,”
says Nyiwrenda, himself one of

says
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the first to frutlessly apply for
an Internet service provision
licence

Nywenda’s project was sup-. .

ported by the United Nations De-
velopment Programme and
wotld have made avatlable Inter-
net services to all secondary and
tertiary mstitutions in the major
cities of Blantyre, Lilongwe,
Zomba and Mzuzu

Nvirenda thimks 1t 1ronic that
his $400 000 project had official
support, while the government
sought to block local experts
through 1ts parastatal, the
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The MPTC has opted to ap-

proach the issue the other way —
from top to bottom Apart from
Individuals, Internet might be
avalable m university and pro-
fessional bodies’ ltbraries at con-
cessional rates

Confidential sources mdicate
some bureaucrats are unnerved
by the prospect of uncontrolled,
grassroots communications and i
want access hound by some regu-
latory framework

These are said to want to .
tailor Internet access m hine with
“acceptable norms” — Indepen-
dent Foreign Service/AlA
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Blantyre — Stringent financial
regulations and government
bureaucracy are hampering the
massive growih potential of
Malawl's fledgling capital
market, a leading stockbroker
said yesterday

Rob Stangroom, the chief
executive of Stockbrokers
Malaw Limited (SML), said high
reserve ratios, strict rules on
public borrowing as well as
legislative anomalies made 1t dif-
ficult-for institutions to trade m
the market

The Malaw1l money market
presently has 660 millton kwacha
{about R198 million) n long-term

L]

stocks and 2,2 billion kwacha in
Treasury bills outstanding

“It has tremendous potential
to make progress but 1s hindered
by high hquidity reserve ratios
the Reserve Bank of Malaw1 1m-
poses on qualifying financial
mstitutions,” Stangroom said

Financial mastitutions are
required to place 35 percent of
their deposits with the central
bank Because the money market
was so 1lhiquid, 1mvestment
opportunities were limited and
mstitutions tended to hold on to
thelir stock, Stangroom said

And while Malawian com-
panies were allowed to borrow
from the general public, they had
to do so under strict guidelines

Strlct rules ham Pe%l;] Rgalam trade
20 .

L 'T *
“The private sector has no

way to borrow dwrectly from the
public,” Stangroom said Capital
market development laws require
that the Reserve Bank of Malawn
decide on all capital market 1s-
sues., But anomalies i the legis-
lation means reference has to be
made to the finance mnistry

“Government may not
understand the private sector’s
need to develop this market but
they are the ultimate decision
makers,” he said

Stangroom said SML had ap-
plied 1n February this year to
launch commereial discount
notes (CDNs) on the money mar-
ket, but the government had not .
yet approved the proposal
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~#- he Malaw political scene took a suddén twist
when the two mam opposition parties, the Alliance
for Democracy and the former ruling Congress
Party, announced a proposal to merge
- Following the first multiparty post-indepen-
dence elections that ousted nonagenarian Hastings
Banda in 1994, United Democratic Front leader Bak-
ili Muluzi formed a new government, despite falling
five seats short of an ahsolute majority i the 177-
member parhament
; Banda’s Congress Party got 55 seats, while
Chakufwa Chihana’s Allzance won 86, all but three
of them coming from his home in the northern re-
gion. All Banda’s seats were also 1n his home area,
the central region, as were Muluz1’s, m the south-
ern region
With the country split into three distinet tribal
groupings, Muluzi should have made 1t an absolute
priority to untte the people and form a government
of national unmity But mstead he has so far 1gnored
the opposition
“If approved, the proposals for a merger will be
referred to the parties’ conventions,” said Sam
Kandedo-Banda, the Alliance administration man-
ager
* This 18 not the first time that the Alliance has got
into a political bed with other parties, Two years
ago, a few months after the multiparty elections, the
party brokered an alliance with the Congress Party
But the alliance was short-lived when Chihana de-
cided to break the accord and go mto coalition -
stead wath the ruling party, thus tilting the power
balance once agam.

i he talks of a merger come at a time when
there is growing apathy and loss of political confi-
dence 1 the government of businessman Muluzi
Graft and sleaze have gradually taken over the
country and worsened Malawians’ hopes of a better
future

Roads have deteriorated so fast that some drivers
have dubbed potholes “death holes” National
morale has also been affected

The opposition parties have bemoaned the fact
that poverty 18 becoming mstitutionalised while
ruling party politicians are overtly amassing riches
which they could never have dreamt of a few years
ago Real wages are declining due to mflation and
for the urban poor, the removal of subsidies on ba-
s1c commodaties has hit them hard Along wath the
squeeze on people’s pockets have come cuts to social

Musical cha%%ig
embattled Malawi

29|¥[97  E8e)

Main opposition parties are

planning a merger which will

effectively unseat government

spending 1 education and health

Three years after being triumphantly elected,
ending 30 years of Banda’s one-party rule, Muluz)
faces a deeply despondent Malaw: But with nter-
national donor support dependent on his govern-
ment sticking with tough market-reform policies,
he appears to have few options but to press on

4. he merger is intended to strengthen the op-
position at a time when the Muluz government is
showing d:ctatorial tendencies, turning a blind eye
to the deteriorating economy and poaching weak
opposition members through bribes to endorse con-
troversial bils m parhament such as the Press
Trust Act

The move towards a merger threatens the polit-
1cal ife of Congress Party stalwarts such as John
Tembo Political analysts say Tembo 1s still associ-
ated with the dark days of the Banda regime, and
rismg politicians want to change the 1mage of the
former ruling party, infarzous for 1is human-rights
abuses and political detentions without tral

Should the merger come nto being, 1t will mean
that the members of Parliament of the two parties
will have to give up their seats. In effect this will
lead to a mint-general election which could put the
ruling United Democratic Front into a majority and
reverse the status quo The merger might just cut
across regional and tribal differences m a country
where regionalism has been difficult to solve, Be-
cause the southern region 1s more populated than
the other two, an election based on “one man, one
vote” will automatically favour that region

The Muluz) government has said 1ts main pri-
ority 1s to reduce poverty and redress structural
weaknesses 1n the economy These inciude the nar-
row export base, staghant smallholder agriculture,
heavy import dependence, and mnefficient public ca-
pacity for planning and managing resources

But so far this has appeared to be a tall order as
the country continues to sink further mnto an eco-
nomic morass - Star Foreign Service




10nal peo-
yeax 2007,

trol Pro-
®)
World Bank sur-

half of the people 10 the military, education

and health fields “willbave d

i the nextfive to 10 years”
One 1 every three people il the 15-49 age

| group tested HIV postuve 11t ﬂleiﬂm excial

]

n

\capltal of Blantyre — Sapa-AP

—r—

_____-—-—-_-_-_



pr Ll N

=AIDS may kill h
Malawi’s

-

BLANTYRE — Half of Malawi’s
professionals could be dead from

. Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn-

drome (AIDS) by the year 2007,
the country’s National ATDS Con-
trol Programme warned in a draft
report published yesterday.

It quoted statistics from a
World Bank survey completed last
month that said between one
quarter and a half of the people
working in the mihitary, education
and health sectors “will have died
of AIDS within the next five to 10
years”, (One 1n every three 3&}%&
in the 15-49 age group teste -
positive in the commereal capital
of Blantyre, although the national

. average for the group was 139,

The World Bank team had said

. there was insufficient awareness

of the looming effect of the disease,

WORLD

President Bak:l: Maluz’s govern-
ment, i the country of 8- mlhon,
sandwiched between Tanzama

and Mozambique.
AIDS pro e m er
Lester Chatsulo wanted to -

tribute free condoms to prisoners
to reduce the soaring incidence of
infection, but the prisons depart-
ment dyesterday rejected his ap-
peal. “Sodomy 18 an offence and
cannot be  allowed,” asad
spokesman Joram Chenjez:

Chitsulo last year roused fierce
controversy by saying many lives
could have been saved had Maluz
passed a law requuaring couples to
test for HIV before m .

But the president has given
strong support to AIDS awareness
campaigns, and appealed to
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especially at the hughest levels of ™ M

s to stop customs which
mught spread the virus, such as
the requirement that widows mar-
ry their dead husbands’ brothers
The regﬁr‘tr gaid the highest
rates of prevalence were
fourtd among women whose part-
ners were professionals, slkalled
workers, soldiers or pohicemen.
“Women whose partners were
farmers had sigmificantly lower
HIV prevalence rates,” 1t saxd .
“An urgent response to the
AIDS epidemic in Malaw: must be
factored nto the development of
the strategic framework for
health, and all sectoral develop-
ment plans.”
It said since AIDS was first re-

rted in 1985, 44 775 cases had
een officially recorded, a fraction

of the estimated total — Sapa-AP




Survey highl hts

qu}n{tyr_e*— of Malawy’s pro-
fessional people could be dead
fromi;:A1ds by the year 2007, the
country’s National Auxds Conirol
Programme warned m a draft
report published yesierday

It quoted statistics from a
World Bank survey completed
last month that said between
one quarter and a half of the
people working 1 the mihitary,
education and health sectors
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“will have died of Aids withm
the next five to 10 years”.

One 1n every three people 1
the 15-49 age group tested HIV-
positive 1 the commercial
capital of Blantyre, although
the national average for that
age group was 13%.

The World Bank team said
there was insufficient aware-
ness of the loomng 1mpact of
the disease, especially at the
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Malawi’s worsening Aids f_)ro lem
? @%@1 1o

hag of President
Bakihh Maluz1’s govermment
this country of 8 million sand-
wiched between Tanzania and
Mozambique

The draft report said the
highest rates of HIV prevalence
were detected m 1996 among
women whose partners were
professionals, skilled workers,

soldiers or pohcemen. — Sapa-
AP
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Blantyre — Fraud, egpecially 1
the form of “ghost” workers, con-
tinues to casi a shadow on
Malawy’s civil service

“ One of the latest cases 1n-
volves a secondary school
teacher, working as an educa-
t1on plannng officer m a USAxd-
funded project, who requested
K81 000 (R22 000) for school fees
for 540 students at a distance
education centire N

The school was supposedly 1
the rural areas of Lilongwe dis-
trict m central Malaw1 However,
the students and school were fic-
titious His plan was nipped
the bud by suspicious education
authorities

“It Jooks as if fraud m govern-
ment will remamn a Jigsaw puz-
7le,” saxd one civil servani.

Viva Nyimba, a lawyer 1 prl-
vate practice who 15 a former
civil servant, said the state
should 1mprove its accounting
system which was laable to fraud

One observer believed the
ghost worker syndrome was an
orgamsed syndicate which maght
nvolve personnel in the account-

(g2l 5D

five response would be stringent
regular audits.

Chost workers on the state
payroll and those who cash m on
bogus house rents cost the gov-
ernment K400 miliion last year

Efforts to clear up the prob-
iem started m Qctober 1995, when
the government conducted an 11-
day census to determine the
exact number of civil servanis

The office of the president
aril cabmet said the census was
necessary because the depart-
ments which paid out salarles
and the department of human re-
sources reported conflicting
numbers of civil servants

The report showed that educa-
tion among civil servanis was
poor, with only 2,3 percent uni-
versity graduates and 18,3 per-
cent with no education at all

However, the office did not
mention the “ghost worker”
problem

The 1ssue of ghost workers
seemed to have been forgotien
until this year when the finance
minister mn his budget statement
sa1d he was distressed to reveal
irregularifies 1n payment of

Citing an investigation from
last year, Aleke Banda, then min-
ister of finance, said there were
inexplicable fluctuations m fund-
ing requirements for salaries and
wages from month o month

He said the annual bail for the
whole civil service should be
K1,5 billion, but actual funding
by the treasury hovered around
K1,9 billion

Records also revealed the civit
service workforce had mereased
by 9 000 from the census figure of
112 975 civil servants Banda
questioned how 9 000 staff could
account for K400 mllion

Malaw1 has not determined
e exact number of teachers in
the country, The estimated num-
ber is between 45 000 and 47 000

Tt 15 speculated tricks to swin-
dle the government originate
srom dehberate duplications by
headmasters, who agree with dis-
trict education officials fo add
exira names and pocket the
money between themselves

Pater Fachi , the housmg mn-
1ster, said last year physical
counting of houses whose rent
was paid by government revealed
“5 serious and saddening mal-
practice which had meant losses
of miltions of kwacha to some
unscrupulous characters”

Fach said the count failed to
determine the number of govern-
ment-paid houses, but only deter-
mined privately paid houses.

Other fraudulent dealings
were reported to mciude uncom-
pleted and unoccupied houses
paid for by government, rent pay-
ments to up to six dufferent land-
Jords for one house and an In-
stance of double rent payment
for one period — Independent
Foreign Service, Africa Informa-
ticn Afrigue
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Malawi looks to paprika
to replace tobacco crops.

b lifa]ad 2
5|} Edward Chisambo
-: m

"BLANTYRE — Malaw1’s export prom council
has taken steps to boost the production and export of
paprika, particularly to SA 1 a bid fo reduce the
country’s reliance on to-
- bacco exports as a source
of forergn exchange
Attempts to boost pa-
Emka production, have
een motivated by grow-
ing nternational resis-
ance to ' smoking,, al-
thongh the councilis also
seeldng to identify other
alternative products
“The council’s princi-
pal ' marketing officer,
Chibagali Thindwa, said
., | paprika  was bemng
sought by several SA en-
trepreneurs as well as by
European markets,
' Spam, the gpICE’S
largest producer, could
no lopger meet Euro-
pean demand. “Some SA

involved, he said three
had mdicated they were
prepared to work with lo-
cal partners mvolved in
contract farmmg The
three SA companies
wanted to import the pa-
prika, package it, dis-
tribute it m SA and ex-
port it to Europe.

- Thindwa expected to
make formal announce-
ments about the compa-
nies mvolved' when a
Malawnan trade delega-
tion returned from SA.
The Malawian delega-
t1on 18 expected to strike
a variety of deals with
SA businesses *

He sa1d Nali Limted,
the Malawian producer
of a per1-per1 sauce, was
launching 1its product
during the tr Nali
Sauce  would be dis-
tributed by Hay Import &
Ex%ﬂﬁ;tnm DA,
dwa saxd ]i')apnka
bughes were wel smted
to Malawr’s chmate and
was already being ex-
ported. It needed' less
capital and labour.to pro-
duce than tobacco’st ' |

He said the govern-
ment should reconsider
land and employment
pohcies to encourage 1m-
-yestmentin Malawl ‘

Today has been desig-
nated Nah Day because
 the gauce 18 to be‘offical-
ly launched on the SA
market

———p—
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Level of Lake Malawi falling and Shire River, which provides

RevTERS
Blantyre

alawl’s biggest river,
M which supplies the
country’s hydro-elec-

tric power plant and major m-
dustrial city, 1s shrinking and
may dry up entirely as a resuit
of falling water levels 1n
Africa’s third largest lake

Richard Watts, professor of
hydrology at the Unaversity of
Malaw:, said the Shire River
was already very shallow and a
drop of one metre as forecast
for Lake Malawi, 1ts mam
feeder, could gradually dry the
river up.

“The danger 1s that the
Shire Riwver will get critically
low and Malawi’s electricity de-
pends on this river”

Malaw1’s entire hydro-elec-
IrIC power supply relies on wa-
ter from the Shire River, as
does Blantyre, the counttry’s -
dusirial hub

“power to the country and especially Blantyre, is suffering:.
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The larger part of the Sugar
Corporation of Malawi (Su-
coma) sugar plantations on the
lower Shire in southern
Matawn also rely on sprinkler
Irrigation water

Hydrologists say the level of
Lake Malawi has been drop-
ping over the past five years
and will drop to about 473 me-
tres above sea level by October

The lake’s water level foll to
470 metres at the turn of the
century, leading to the complete
drying up of the Shire River

Watts said that unless the
shallow strip between the Shire
and Lake Malaw) was dredged
to merease its depih, or large
pumps were mstalled to pump
water into the river, hydro-elec-
tric schemes would be seri-
ously affected

The problem was made
worse by .damage, caused by
soll erosion, to Escom (Elec-
tricity Supply Commission of
Malawn) equipiment, he said

abig(a7

Experts from the British In-
strtute of Hydrology who re-
cently conducted s study on
Lake Malaw: also warned that
problems could occur if the wa-
ter level dipped too low

“The possibility of a return
to historically low levels 15 of
great concern to hydrologists
and engineers, particulariy in
relation to the maitenance
and plannmg of future hydro-
power developments,” the in-
stitute said 1 a report

Raynold Duncan, chief ex-
ecutive of Escom, said contin-
gency plans were bemgmade to
avert power cuts

Escom was planning to
build a wall to control the flow
of water in the Shire River and
studres were already under way
to explore the use of coal in
PpoOwer generation

Escom was also discussing
importmmg power firom the mas-
sive Cahora Bassa dam 1n
Mozambique, he added
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THE Food and  Agnculiure
Orgamsation (FAO) launches a speciat
food security pilot programme this
month which will focus on controlling
water in order to ensure a secure base
of food production for Malaw:

“How much of the country’s water
is bemng used for imgation” FAQ
director general Jacques Diouf asked
members of the private sector, during
tus visit to Malawi recently

Diouf wondered how Malawi could
expenience effects of drought when
Lake Malaw: was a few kilometres
away He said the country, waslucky to
he endowed with abundant and rich
water resources. and should not have
its people sleeping on empty stomachs
for most of the year

He said the country should tap its
pood surface water, comprising a net-
work of nvers and lakes, mcluding
Lake Malawi, coverng 20 percent of
the country to irrigate crops and turn
around the sad hunger story which
afflicts 60 percent of its 12 mllion
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The project will seek to utilise the
country’s rich water resousces for the
majority of farmers to use cost effec-
ttve mgation systems, improve farm
technologies and mitensity crop pro-
duction and diversify mto hvestock

“We want to help governments deal
with the problem of water,” said Diouf,
adding that water was the major facior
hampering security of production

He said only eight percent of
Africa’s arable land has water controt
white the rest depends on the vagaries
of climate

Lack of nn_.:m_.a

Diouf bemoaned Africa’s lack of water
conttol He said more than half of the
water control 1s m-tfive countoes. —
Egypt, Sudan, Morocco, Madagascar
and Scuth Africa

He sard the biggest problem in
Africa was water Africa loses four bil-
hon cubic metres of water to the sea
every year “Let us control that water
like everybody clse did around the
world and use 1t for wngation,” Diouf
said
~ However, he ﬁmEmm,Eﬁ-imnnE.
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ture development was not the responsi-
bility of the FAO or the World Bank
but of the govemment and its people

“The FAO 1s not a financial instatu-
tion “We only play a catalyst role We
are here to assist, advise and help
mobulise resources,” he said

Durnng talks with president Bakils
Muluzi and the private sector on the
need to- adopt imgation, Diouf sad
FAO would provide start-up funds of
R2.3 milhion to launch the pilot phase
and this would be supplemented with
bilateral funds from the World Bank
and the African Development Bank

Muluzi told Diouf that 1t was
unacceptable for the African conti-
nent to continue facing food shosrt-
ages when 1t had the resources and

»the, potential to produce encugh food

to feed ttspeoplé,

Malaw: suffers annual feod short-
ages and has only 10 000 hectares of a
possible 200 000 hectares of land
under wrtgation

Over 50 percent of households 1n
Malaw1 are reported to run out of the
mam staple food, maize, four to SIX
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' being done,” he sad
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Malaw1 1s a typical example of a
nation whose people live under an eter-
nal involuntary fast, says an official
report on food secunty and nutritton It
says Malawr’s agriculture — the eco-
nomic artery of the country — depends
on ram-fed farming

Malawa’s agriculture  mnister
Aleke Banda said that govermment
plans to mtroduce 56 sprnnkler imga-
tion schemes this year

“For Malaw1 to survive, we have 1o
develop agriculture For agniculture to
advance, we have to develop a proper
urigatton system,” he said

Reverse trend

He said there was no reason why
Malaw1 could not reverse the present
negative trend 1n the next five to 10
years and treble its crop productivity

In 30 years the productivity of
maize per acre has not grown — 1t 18
stll four bags an acre today

“We need to intensify extension
The things we need:to do to double or
even treble production are very sumple,
very basic, but they are siumply not
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Of the preblems n the past, Banda
said, there was too much stress on
estate agnculture while neglecung the
small land holders

He said the new govemment had a
lot to do to develop small holder farm-
ing, which accounts for 85 percent of all
farnung activities and provides for about
80 percent of total food production

Agriculture — domnated by tobac-
co, tea and sugar — also accounts for 43
percent of the gross domestic product
(GDP) and 90 percent of exports

Dunng the 1980s, a significant pro-
portion of customary land was convert-
ed 1nto estates

By 1993, the number of estates had
grown to 23 000

They accounted for 1 148 000
hectares, mn sharp contrast to 229
estates n 1970 covering a total area of
79 000 hectares

Experts say the growth 1n the num-
ber of estates occurred because farmers
wanted to benefit from preferental
policies available to estates Among
these are legal entitlement to grow
Malawr’s number one cash crop —

tobagcen - IAfizca diformation Aigueé to
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r Hastings Kamuzu Banda, the world’s
oldest surviving ex-tyrant, turns 100
this year, according to what reliable au-
thority there 1s There 1s no proof of his birth
date, so he woni't qualhify for a century-o-gram
from the Queen of England

Birth certificates were introduced in
Malaw long after he officially decreed his birth
date at 1906 It 1s no longer an offence to dis-
cuss his age, and 1906 1s regarded as a fib

Taken as fact now 15 1837, 1f for no better
reason than his British advocate named the
year and thereby made 1t public record in the
1995 trial where Banda was acquitted of
charges of ordering the deaths of four Malaw-
1an politicians

Three years after the end of 33 years of
Africa’s oddest dictatorshap, Banda’s reputa-
tion 1s still mtact. a combmation of juju and
state terror He 15 Ngwaz1 (spearman) Dr H Ka-
muzu Banda, the Former President “Hi1s ex-
cellency” and “life president” have been
dropped

The staff at Mudi House, the former British
governor general’s residence in central Blan-
tyre, still refer to him as *“the big man” The
government provides him with vehicles, an
adminisirator and mamtenance staff for the
uncut grass and dying pine trees 1n the ex-
pansive grounds

Also provided for 1s Mama Cecilia Kadza-
mira, his former receptionist who, as “the Of-
ficial Hostess”, termfied Malawians only slight-
ly less than Banda did “It was not possible to
exclude her,” said an axde “She 1s the only one
who knows how to handle the big man ” She

Banda has little to nm_mcﬁm
as he reaches his century__
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15 now “the Former QOfficial nﬁmmm:
South African neurologists testified at Ban-
da’s tr1al that his faithng memory rendered hun

mcapable of giving evidence. Requests for in- _

terviews are now dechned for the same reason.

Two weeks ago he was visited by a choir
from the Presbyterian church who sang and
prayed for him He couldn’t hear the prayers
Occasionally he 15 taken for drives around
Blantyre and the countryside of baobab trees
and stunted maize stalks Crowds stare silent-
ly, probably fearfully

Kamuzu Highway 1n Blantyre 1s gone, re-
placed by Chapembere Highway, named after
a colleague Banda chased mnto exile at inde-
pendence Kamuzu stadium 1s renamed
Chichiri stadium, and Kamuzu amrport i the
capital 1s how Lilengwe awrport

The government has bitten off huge chunks
of the vast financial empire he acquired dur-
Ing his rule Two state residences he appro-
priated have been taken back, and the gov-
ernnient 15 challenging the title to Mudi House

In January this year, Banda finally lost his
court battle for the Press Trust, whach owned
the Press Corporation, a multi faceted con-
sortium which he, with his former ruling
Malawi Congress Party (MCP), owned

With an annual turnover of one billign
Malaw1 kwacha (R120-million) and embracing _
60% of the economy, the Press Corporatioh was
considered 1mportant enough by the World
Bank and the IMF m 1982 to be lent money when |
1ts business collapsed and it threatened to take
the rest of the economy with it The Press Trust
was set up to make the loans kosher.,

An Act of Parhament has restored it to the
government and demed Banda compensation

__t

-.-

Those ware the days: Heads of state no longer visit Banda, the world’s oldest ex-tyrant

Alarm broke out amonc Banda’s relatives
in August when he signed a mortgage on his
Chayamba building, at seven storeys Blan-
tyre’s tallest, for 25,5-mittion kwacha (R7-mil-
lion) No one would tell them what he wanted
the money for, and his relatives complain that
Mudi House staff, most of whom are MCP of-
" ficaals, refuse to allow them to visit him

Last week attorney Khuze Kapeta con-
Jfirmed-he had been engaged by the family to
protect Banda’s assets “Kamuzu 1s too old,”
he said “Gifts he may be giving out now can-
not be out of his conscience

The suggestions are that the MCP has been
persuadmg Banda to hand over his assets {o

the party, which 1s considered capable of stag-
Ing a comeback 1n elections due m 1999
The Blantyre Printmg and Publishing Com-
pany 1s the flagship of his still-considerabie
empire It 1s now chaired by John Tembo, Ban-
da’s énunence grise and uncle of Kadzamira
In the shadows of upstairs Mudi House, Ban-
dadreams on As heads of state arrived mn Blan-
tyre for the Southern African Development
Community summat }ast month, a statement of
welcome from the Office of the Former Pres-
dent was broadcast on Malaw: radio It was
killed by Muluz1’s officials by the next bulletin
None of the heads of state came to pay their re-
spects to the Former President for Life




. g enough on the other side of
Victorta Avenue opposite the rambling walls of
Mudi House, the former British governor-general’s
residence in Blantyre, you may see him in the shad-
ows of the upstairs verandah, the oldest ex-tyrant
In the woild: Occasionally he comes ont there for
the air Otherwise, the only public glimpse of the
tiny, Homburg-hatted figure with dark glasses 1s n
the back of a sedan when he is taken for drives

Dr Hastings Kamuzu Banda, the former self-ap-
pomted president-for-life of Malawy, turng 100 this
year, according to the most widely accepted esti-
mate Birth certificates were 1ssued by colonial au-
thorities . Malaw1 well after the turn of the cen-
tury However, Banda’s defence lawyer m his trial in
1945 for murdering three cabinet ministers, put the
date at 1897 Stafed m open court, it acquired offi-
cial status and now stands as the only formal pub-
lic record of the event,

A devotee'of Caesar and Napoleon, Banda is one
of the very smalli class of African leaders to have
stepped down with dignity when he lost elections in
1994, and ended 33 years of idiosyneratic rule that
combined brutal systematic repression with effi-
clent admmmistration, careful environmental con-
servation and a hate for hippies

He 1s settled into retirement 1n comiortable sur-
roundmgs at Mudi House, accorded the official sta-
tus of “the office of the former state president” and
provided by the new government of President Bak-
i Muluz1 with staff, security and vehicles

v ¥ Mh him also at state expense 1s Ceciha
Kadzamira (59), his former receptionist and the
powerful “official hostess” durmg his rule, as well
as officials of his former ruling Malawn Congress
Party (MCP) They still refer to him by his fearsome
olticial tatle, Ngwazi (the spearman)

He was spared having to be present at his trmal —
m which he was acquitted ~ after neurologists tes-
tified that his memory was severely defective Heig
also hard of hearing Modecay Msisha, his lawyer
who saw him six months ago, says Banda 1s alert
and coherent, “but 1t’s an effort on his part to talk,
and listening tires him quickly”

But beyond the threadbare trees of Mudi House,
the scene has changed significantly The ubiquatous
Kamuzu that named nearly every major road,
bridge, hosprtal, building or school 1n Malaw 13 dis.
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Krar AolqF (G30)
After a century,

Banda fades away

His name is being removed from

view and his assets are being

reclaimed, writes Jan Raath

appearing Kamuzu national stadium has hecome
Chichir) stadium Kamuzu awport i the capital 1s
now Lilongwe airport

Sdast month, as heads of state of the Southern
African Development Community (SADC) arrived
in Blantyre for therr annual summit, a statement of
welcome was issued by “the office of the former
president,” and broadeast by Malaw radio

Government officials promptly ordered the item
removed from bulletins None of the visiing presi-
dents bothered to pay a courtesy call.

Muluzr’s government has been busy dismantling
the vast financial empire Banda built up during his
rule, much of it acquired by edict, and often shared
with his former ruling Malaw) Congress Party
(MCP). Two state residences which he had con-
veried to his name have been returned to the state

He did the same with Mudi House m what
Msisha says was “a less than arms-length deal” and
the government 1s now challenging Banda’s own-
ership. He has just won a court order which provi-
sionally bars the government from taking over huge
Lower Shiri cattle ranch, which he also owns,

Earher this year, he lost the battle for his biggest
asset when the supreme court stripped him of con-
trol of the Press Trust, a nommally independent
and charitable trust that controlled an estimated
60% of the coumtry’s agricultural, mdustrial, trans-
port, retail and property business,

Members of his family say that staff at Mud:
House have been refusing to let them vi1sit Banda,
and last week announced they had hired legal help
{0 block what they think may be attempts to have
Banda sign away his property

“Kamuzu 15 too old, and gifts he may be gIving
out now cannot be out of his conscience,” said
lawyer Khuze Kapeta “The family has this respon-
sibility, and they cannot leave thege obligations en-
tirely to employees,” he said, i what 1s beheved to
be a velled reference to the MCP - Sapa-AP
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LONDON — Analyats
are gving Sucoma,
which 18 the third com-
pany to hst on the
Malaw1 Stock Exchange,
a positive rating
It was announced this
month that the compa-
ny, whose majority
stakeholder 15 SA-based
Illovo, would be listed on
the ﬂedglmg exchange
and the Malaw1 govern-
ment would reduce 1ts
holdings to about 30% of
the company.
Illovo would hold 56%
of Sucoma shares, while
private mvestors would
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hold about 149% of the
shares whach the govern-
ment plans to divest

Standard Bank Lon-
don analyst Chnmstopher
Hartland-Peel rated the
company a “strong buy”
based on consistently
high levels of profitabil-
ity, a low price earnings
ratio and an 11,1% div-
1dend y1eld.

The absence of com-
petition and price con-
trols in 1ts domestic mar-
ket, as well as access to
Eump ean and US mar-
kets under well-estab-
hshed guota arrange-
ments above interna-
tional market prices,
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were additional positive
factors, he saad

The company 15 fore-
cast to produce 205 000
tons of sugar 1n the
1997/98 year and export-
ed 25% of 1ts 1996/97
production Illovo’s 1n-
terests m Malaw: 1n-
clude Sucoma 1n the
south and Dwangwa 1n
the north, both with sug-
ar factories and their
own sugar estates

Edward Chisambo
reports from Blantyre
that stock  market
sources sard the 1mpend-
mg hsting would propel
the Malaw: Stoc

change’s market capital-

gl

1isation to 1 G-bﬂ]mn
Malawian kwachas
($94m) from the present
22-milhon They main-
tam the mmtial hsting
will be followed later by
an international private
placement of up to 62-
million shares once the
company 1s isted
Agriculture Develop-
ment and Marketing
Corporation (Admare)
GM Eunice Kazembe
said the plan was “evi-
dence of government’s
commitment to divesti-
ture from state-owned
companies” Admarc —
which previously owned
a 40% stake 1 Sucoma
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i exchange boosted by Sucoma li sting |
M’-J

and a 35% stake Suco-
ma’s Dwangwa Sugar
Corporation — 15 the
largest parastatal in the
country

Sucoma’s public offer,
runs from September 30
to October 28
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Blantyre — At Iong last there 1s a ray of hope that
Malawians wishing'to establish mdependent radio |
stations may see their dreams become a reality
This follows thte announcement of a task force'
to look 1nto 1ssues relating to licensing and the al-
location of frequencies by the government. )

Beaton Munthali, the principal secretary for
the mimistry of information, said the mterminis-
ter1al task force would eventually become an -
dependent regulatory authority for all communi-
cation sectors m the country

The s1ix-man task force comprises the law com-
nmissioner, an officiai from each of the ministres of
Justice, information and finance, and representa-
tives from the privatisation commission and the
Malaw Pusts and Telecommumecations Corpora-
tion The group has toured Ghana, Tanzania, Zim-
babwe and South Africa to learn how such bodies
have been mstituted and how they function

Munthali said the responsibility of 1ssuing l-
cences had always been in the hands of the Posts
and Telecommunications Corporation, but the
corporation was a concerned party as 1t also ran
other subsidiary companies, including Malaw
Television and an Internet service provider

He said the body to be estabhished would be
transparent and deal wath all aspects of communi-
cation on a professional level now that the sector
was becoming mereasingly compehtive globally

"There 1s stiff competition and our systems
have to meet mternational standards,” said
Munthal:

The Posts and Telecommunications Corpora-
tion was both an operator and regulator, which
was not ideal

The surfacing of mdependent radio stations

T

- f

open up 1t§q03‘

could be a reality if Maiaw1 takes a leaf from |

Ghana’s experience There the task force, which 1s
now a commuission, started 1ssuing licences even
before 1t became a commission 1

“The airwaves were regularised before a regu
latory body was put 1n place,” says Munthaly,
adding that this was why the task force would use
study tours te learn from the experiences of other
couniries — Sapa-DPA
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BLANTYRE — While Aur
Malaw strives to cut losses by
forgmg alhances with other
airhines and openimg new re-
onal routes, lack of funding
as resulted 1n awport facih-
ties deteriorating drastically
to the pomt of being unsafe
However, Air Malaw1 GM
Wisdom Mchungula firmly be-
lieves his company can fly the

. national flag and make mon-

ey His three-pronged strategy
entails restructurimg company
-pperations, delving mto new
fiight routes and expanding
the fleet

Air Malaw1 has acheved
the last two, but 18 stall grap-
phng with restructuring It

. 'plans to buy a Boeing 737-300
_ tobeefupits fleet

The government, which
wholly owns the airline, seems
eager to go 1t alone, although
company officials 1indicate
they would prefer to use the
private sector as o posed to
public financing for ﬁﬂc buy

“Relymmg on one principal
aireraft constrained our oper-
ations We could not provide
the best schedules to cus-
tomers,” says Mchungula

Instially, the Boemng, a 17-
seater Dormier and a leased
ATR 42 were the only aircratt.
Only the Boemg and the ATR
conld be used for regional
flights and belly cargo haulage

lk\

Air Malawi struggling to st

— not a good position for an
airline gearng o grow at a 9%
rate The growth 1s based on
regional markets and the new
Jucrative Dubairoute

A team of officials 15 hunt-
g for consultants to restruc-
ture or offer some or all of the
airlime’s shares to mvestors
The other option 1s hquida-
tion, which Mchungula refus-
es to consider.

The restructuring will most
certainly 1nclude tnmming
down the 700-plus workiorce.
Running 1 the red for years,
Air Malaw1 has, mn the past
two years, been trymg to re-

[lo7a% (130
duce 1ts losses. ust can-
not let Air Malaw: be phased
out. We have a task to keep 1t
afloat An airline is every na-
tion’s pride,” says Mchungula

Its latest move, a jont ven-
ture with Air Tanzama, trying
to penetrate the lucrative
Dubai market, 1s an attempt to
stabilise its earnings It1s also
considermg another joint ven-
ture route to London with Air
Zimbabwe

Many company officials de-
scribe Malaw: as a pioneer 1n
the creation of alliances with

other Afncan carrers, A few
are averse to equty sphiting

joint ventures and athances.

Meanwhile, Malawr’s civil
aviation officials have to worry
about mtermittent electricity
blackouts and the deterorat-

1ng state of landing axds and

accessories at the country’s
airports

The 1dea of privatising avi-
ation services is being mooted
ta enable the sector to remnvest
1ts earnings into 1mprovin
aeronautical equpment an
services Little progress has
been made on the 1ssue, al-
though 1t 15 bemg tackled at
high government level

Some aviation officials cau-
tion that 1t 1s 1mportant to pro-
ceed cautiously to ensure that
mvestment mto such a ven-
ture can be sustained. — AILA




Malawi’s plans for television

BLANTYRE — Previous boastful
statements by the Malaw: govern-
ment that its telen:sion project
would see the light of day even
without infusion of donor funds
have been revealed as false hopes

The cash pot of the sole share-
holder 1 the project, Malaw
Posts and Telecommumications, 18
empty New Information Mimster
Zam Mpasu was asked n parha-
ment last week to shed some hight
on the fate of the project

Mpasu adoutted the dep
ment was strugglng to procure
equipment to kickstart the project
whach 1s years belund schedule It
should have started broadeasting
in October

Signs of trouble started when a
private Malaysian firm dumped
the joint agreement it had entered
into with the department to 1nfro-
duce television m Malawl

Mpasu said imtial plans to

M

i

ith
|10

Karonga
Mwamondwe
to EElam the
the department was
tough to fund the project but that
the government was also ‘busy
looking for other mterested 1n-

broadcast over a hmited area were  vVestors —Sana-DPA,
st ey SYilas

cash crisis
en whﬁa decided the
project should go full swing to cov-
or the whole country, but this
made the project very ex&enswe.
North MP
ed Mpasu down

ding problems.
that Mpasu cc ald

reenwell

say was
finding 1t
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Fo rmer pres1dent Banda dies aged 99

By Gn.L GirroRD

Former president Hastings Ka-
muzu Banda died m ‘the Garden
City Clinic last night from res-
piratory fature and will re-
cewve a state funeral in Malawi,
Malawian’ H1gh Cnmm_lsswner
John'ChnRago said today

Clinic spokesman Amelda
Swarts said Banda died at
9 45pmﬁand the official diagno-
SIS was "deat;l,l from respiratory
failure at thé age of 99”

She said he had been with
Ceciha Kadzamira (59) and his
Malawian medical practitioner
Doctor Nthabo, although he

City Climic treattment”

The, Malawian government
was® m’tetmg in Blantyre this
morhing to give direction to
embassy officials m Pretoria,
he said

“We have lost the founder of
the nation .. we will miss him,”
said Chikago, who was I1n-
formed at lam of Banda’s
death

Banda’s body had already
been moved from the clinicto a
funeral parlour near the
Malawian consulate in Johan-
nesburg “At 8am I asked the
consulate-general to prepare
the body for transportation tu

had bee¢n “under full Garden alawi,” said C?ikaT

though arrangements still had
to be finalised

Banda took ill almost two
weeks ago with pneumonia and
a high fever. He was flown to Jo-
hannesburg on November 17
and was admitted to the Garden
City Chnic m a coma

He regamed consclofisness
a few days later, and appeared

to be improving. He was trans-

ferred from the intensive care
umit to a normal ward last Fri-
day

Banda ruled Malaw from its
independence in 1964 until he
was ousted 1 elections i May
1924 The Malawian dictator
was known as the “Lion”.

Cﬁ@)ﬁ
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MORMER MALAWIAN president Hastings
Moy [2INUZU Banda a heto of independence
&9 who went on to become a symbol of bru-
tal chctatorship and eccentric autocracy
has died
Ms Amelda Swartz spokeswornan of the
Garden City Clnic 1n Johannesburg, where
Banda had been under intensive care for more
than a weel <aid he died ot respratony fatlure
on Tuesday mght at Y $5pm
Though his official birthday was ZnCn as
May 14 1906, long befe birth records were
hept in the former British colony of N yasaland
Banda was believed to be i hus late 90y Swarts
gave his age as 99
Banda was hospitalised in Malawi on
November 15 suffering from fever and pneu-
monma He was transferred to the Johannesburg
clinic a few days later 1n a coma
"At 99, the battle to 1ecover fiom pReumonia
18 very ditficult,” sard Swartz, who added that
Banda’'s longtime compamon, Ms Cecilia
Kadzamira, was at his bedside when he died
Banda led his nation to independence n
1964 and ruled until he was ousted in the First
democratic elections in 1994  after three
decades as head of one of Africa’s most brutal
and 1solated dictatorshups
The elections were held only after ant1-gov-
emment riots and an aid freeze by Western
donors to pressure Banda into abandoning
repressive policies
As a prelude to the elections, Banda was
forced to hold a non-hinding referendum 1n
which Malawians voted overwhelmingly to end
Malaw1's one-party system
During Banda’s rule thousands of political
opponents were killed, tortured, jailed without
trial or hounded nto exile In 1995 Banda and
top aides were cleared 1n an eight-month trial of
the 1983 murders of four dissident politicians
Lawyers defending him said then he was 96
~.and the High Court 1n Blantyre, the commerual

caprtal, ruled hum too 1!l and trail to appear 1n
- court

=

Cleansing the nation

The democratically elected government of pres-
1dent Bakih Muluzi said 1t tharged Banda and
his aides as a first step towards cleansing the
nation’s bloody past

Banda was acquuted along with his former
‘police minister Mr John Tembo and Kadzamira,
hts longtime “official hostess™, one of the coun-
try’s most powerful people during his rey gn

Kadzamira, in her 60s, met Banda when she
worked as a young nurse at q Blantyre chinic he
owned before mdependence Though constant
companions, the couple never married and
Banda never admutted to having children

Tembo, Kadzamura’s uncle, was seen as the

!

Few will mourn the goin

'rl.__
G

of Malawi’s Kamuzu Banda,

who died in Johannesburg on Tuesday at the age of 99.
Angus Shaw recalls his rise and fall.
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Former Malawi president Kamuzu Banda
during whose rule thousands of political
opponents were killed or jalled. PIC AP

heir appatent and the real power behind Banda
1n the last years of his rule

Tembo later lost control of Banda’s Malaw:
Congress Party to a former party dissident, Mr
Gwanda Chakuamba, but stll heads a business
empire built while 1n power

Known as the Ngwazi, chief of chiefs or
conqueror in the local Chewa language, Banda
was always seen in public 1n an austere durk
sutt, black Homburg hat and waving a lion’s tail
fly whisk

Banda’s death ends an catraordingary era in
the history of (s tiny, mpoverished land of
eight million people At the height of his power,
Banda was renowned for hin caustic humour,
oratory dnd searching, analytical approach

The former elder 1n the Presbyterian Church
of Scotland forbade the introduction of televi-
s1on, which he considered a corrupting infiu-
ence, though he regularly watched forcign pro-
grammes from satellie broadcasts

For most of his quirky rule men were not
permutted to wear bell-bottom trousers and
women were not allowed to wear skirts above
the knee o1 pants The bans were extended to
foreign tourists

Male visitors with long hair were demed
entry uniess they allowed themselves to be
shorn by airport barbers

Banda abso hanned 1 oroadcasiing of the
Sumon and Garfunkel <one ¢ ¢cifra on state
radio i deference to kag  nira

Throughout his precdency Banda con-
trolled extensive private business mterests He
often hired foreign whites 1 ron hi. -ompanies
and also favoured eapatriate managers 1 key
posts 1n stale-owned enterprises, the national
airlime and the central bank

In later years he eschewed local languages
and expressed fierce pro-Britssh sentiments
only in English leading 0 crhiticiem that he
blocked African advancement

Banda left his country ay a young inan after
working as a hospital orderly Hc walked
I 600km to South Afnica to seeh work m the
country’s burgeoning gold mines and travelled
on to the United States He was the first black
student at the Chicago Umversity mn 1931 and
graduated from Meharry Medical School 1n
Nashville six years later

Banda practised medicine in Scotland and
later decorated his seven palaces at home witha
mix of animal skins tartans and Scottish baro-
nial insigma

Working as a doctor in Britain for nearly 40
years before returming home m 1958, Banda’s
London practice became a meeting place for
African intellectuals and independence leaders,
including Jomo Kenyatta of Kenya and Ghana’s
Kwame Nhrumah

Banda was given a hero’s weicome when he
returned m 1958 to campaign for independence
He was jaled for Inciting violence against
British colomal authorities, but later freed to
negotiate tor independence 1n London

Summarily jailed

A few months after independence, he summari-
Iy jailed 400 opponents he said were planning
armed rebellion Others fled o exile as he
vowed 1o crush dissent

Banda declared Malaw a one-party state mn
1966 and 1n 1971, almost a4 decade after being
freely elected as Malawi's first black prime
mamster, he declared himself prestdent for life

He was a founder of (he carly pan-Africamst
movement and the Organisation of African
Unity, but he stayed away from its meetings as
his 1solation grew

Under Banda Malawi was the only inde-
pendent African nation to maintain open and
formal ties with apartherd-ruled South Africa
and Israel — Sapu-AP



A

—_—— s mnree

—rfar T T L T T e

N g
, .Q
. c—.mm: -

ﬁ
L

el T e e i 3

i T T ——

I
+ 7
- 1
._..._u.._
I

Former Malawian

A1ty
=
. 3 “.._..‘_1..__.

AMEES

Kevin O'Grady Two days after his November 17 The Garden City chnic For years, challengers to his %crﬂomu opponents during hi

admission 1n a coma, Banda was spokesman gavelis age as 99 rule had been bamshed, jailed or longyearsofrule
FORMER Malawian President said to be semiconscious and sta- Reuter reports that Banda found dead, and Banda often The courts found Banda not p
Hastings Kamuzu Banda, wholed ble but was still in the chmic’s in-  ruled Malaw: with aniron fst for threatened to throw his opponents  guilty. The government of Balali
his country to mndependence from tensive care unit more than 30 years before he lost  to the erocodiles. . Muluz, a former protegé turned g
Britain 1n 1964 and ruled until the His death from respiratory fail- - power:n.the country’s first mul- Buf unlike Zaire’s toppled dic- foe, asked for a retnal but failed

first democratic elections 1n 1994,
died of resprratory failure in Jo-
hannesburg’s Garden City Chmc

. on Tuesday might

© “*A climic spokesman confirmed
Banda had died at about 9.45pm
after being admitted with pneu-
monta more than a week earlier

ure was a complication of;'the
pneumoma, the spokesman said.
Although Banda’s birthday was
said officially to be May 14 1906,
long: before birth records were
kept n the former British colony
of Nyasaland, Banda was beheved
tobe several years older

Jtaparty electionsin 1994

A diminutive medical doctor
who favoured three-piece suits
and homburg hats, he never ap-
peared:m publhc without a fly
whisk' Diplomats said his rejec-
tion1n a 1993 referendum on mul-
tiparty rule pained him deeply.

tator Mobutu Sese Seko, who died
from cancer i exile m Morocco
two months ago, Banda left home
voluntarily to seek treatment

He retired from politics i July
after his final years were marked |,

by the new government’s attempts

to convict him of the deaths of four

Muluz: also accused Banda of
stripping Malawi’s wealth for his
OwWn personal gain,

Banda was prime minister
when the colony of Nyasaland
gained 1its 1ndependence from
Britain in 1964, and guickly out-
lawed all opposition parties

astings Banda
o !

|

He pecame presidént in .wm_mm
and proclaimed himself president
for Iife in 1971, crushing all voices

of dissent. But a vocal campaign
for-democrdcy grew rapidly -from

March 1992 :

Roman Catholic bishops issued
a pastoral letter condemmng his
human nghts record and Malaw-

-
Yep
3@
I-bmw.m

1an exales and critics formed a

united front for change

Two months later about 40 peo-
ple were kiiled in moting stem-

ming from labour unrest




Banda the dictator ruled tiny
Malawi as personal fiefdom
|30

oD 22ful94

HIS three-piece swit and Hom-
burg symbolised Victoran values,
the dark glasses and twitching fly-
whisk smacked of voodoo

Hastings Kamuzu Banda, who
died 1n a Johannesburg hospital
on Tuesday, seemed to cast a spell
over Malawi, holding the country
1n has thrall from independence 1n
1964 until his defeat 1n multiparty
elections n 1994

He was ruthless towards his
enemies, real or suspected, and
authoritarian by instinct But it 1s
a measure of the extraordinary
sway Banda exercised over the

eople of Malawa that neither
gotage nor his defeat in the 1993
referendum on multiparty elec-
tions could dislodge him

Only when he and his ruling
Malaw1 Congress Party lost the
general election that followed did
Banda reluctantly accept that his
political career was over,

Banda had taken the tradation-
al path to power 1n colonial Africa
from prison to premiership.

His authorty stemmed not on-
ly from the one-party system, 1t
was reinforced by harassment and
assassimation of opponents, in-
cluding three cabinet mamisters.

Born about 1898 and educated
by Scottish massionaries, Banda
worked as a hospital orderly in
Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbab-
we) before travelhng to SA and
getting ajob as a mine clerk

A Methodist scholarship took
him to the US1n 1923 High school
studies 1n Ohio were followed by
unrversity i the US and Scotland,
he completed his medical studies
1n (lasgow and Edinburgh

From his London surgery he
campaigned agamsi the Central
African Federation of Southern
and Northern Rhodesia (now Zam-
habwe and Zambia) and Nyasa-

=252

=
Hastinggﬁmuzu Banda was a ruthless autocrat who
held a nation in thrall, writes Michael Holman _
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land, created 1n 1953 without con-
gulting the African majority

“They said 1t meant develop-
ment, but there was none,” said
Banda. “It meant everything set-
tled mm Sahsbury, a hittle bit n
Lusaka, and nothing here ”

In 1957 Banda left London for

the Gold Coast, embittered by
what he saw as Bmtain’s betrayal

of s country “Iwasfurious for
years the Bntish had said they
were m Nyasaland not to rule us
forever, but only to guade us until
we could rule ourselves ”

A year later he was mwvited
home by the Nyasaland Afrmcan

Congress to lead the struggle for
mndependence “I came back home
and said ‘Look, you have called
me here to get rnd of thas federa-
tion, but there are certain things
vou have to do first The first of

these 18 umity 1 do not want to
live among a collection of quar-
relling tribes ' ”

Barely a year after his return,
Banda was arrested It dad not
stop the winds of change After his
release 1mm 1960, constitutional
talks in London were followed by
self-government 1 1963 and mde-
pendence 1 1964, “One leader,
one party, one government and no
nonsense about 1t,” Banda was
quoted as saying at the time,

Banda served Malaw best dur-
g has early years 1n office At in-
dependence the country had no ex-
ploitable mmneral resources, only
78km of tarred road, and a hand-
ful of umvers

ty graduates

From the start he emphasised
the need to concentrate on agricul-
ture. “In Africa 1t 15 stuprdity to
use state agriculture. It must be
ordinary farmers  local people
must be allowed a plot ofland ”

The outcome of his exhorta-
tions, m the first years of indepen-
dence, was remarkable. Real gross
domestic product grew at an av-
erage 5,6% a year between 1967
and 1979 By the end of the 1970s,
however, 1ts export routes to the
sea cut by the war 1n Mozambique,
Malaw: was 1n serous economic
trouble Economic reforms were
hampered by the fact that Banda
treated leading compames as part
of has financial fiefdom

Above all, fear of offending the
president made debate on econom-
ic policies 1mpossible., Banda not
only dominated his cabinet, he
himself held most of the key port-
folios, provoking the description of
Malaw1 as a “One man Banda” —
Fimancial Times
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he death of former Malaw-
1an president Kamuzu
Banda invites the follow-
mg question’ who was he

really?

President Nelson Mandela
seemed In two minds this week.
Asked for thoughts on the departed
despot, he acknowledged that Ban-
da did not “have a very good repu-
tation” because of his support of the
old apartheid regime, but then had
redeemed himself through his sub-
sequent generosity, personally send-
ng him a large sum of money fol-
lowng his release from prison —
without his even asking Afd then
when he did ask for contributions
on behalf of the African National
Congress, Banda Wma_ “responded
magnificently”

But the identity 1ssue academies
have been debatmng 1s of a different
nature

It seems the old dictator may not
have been the man he appeared to
be There has been a story circulat-
ing for decades 1n Malaw1 that Ka-

'muzu Banda died young, while a

Ll I__11 n_..._ - " | - »

nents were killed, tortured, jarled
without trial and hounded into
exile

Banda amassed enormous per-
sonal wealth durmg his reign, build-
Ing a vast financial empare 1n an oth-
erwise 1impoverished nation

He declared Malawi a one-party
state 1n 1966 and mn 1971 made him-
self president for hife

Malawi was the only mdependent
African nation to foster open and
friendly ties with the apartheid
government in South Afriea
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His age, like his real 1dentity, was
under constant question, Some of the
obituaries published this week say
he was 95, others say 99 For many
years, if was a criminal offence to
discuss his age m Malaw:

But whichever version of Ban-
da’s hfe story you choose to beheve,
both recount his past as a “father
and founder” of the Malawian
natmon

The officral version depicts a
hard-working man, imbued with an-
clent Chewa wisdom, who was
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™ forlife:

% el C Malaw/f's

; T - T Banda ‘lived

Itke a white

&

staple food
£ of the
country

called to lead the struggle for mde-  after farling to realise his medical
pendence The other version depicts ambitions abroad, conquered a
a stranger of mixed parentage who, country through careful planning

.-_:r‘

"y piry b

,,asmsﬁﬁosmxmﬁzm _1_@5
B | investments
il want to invest too much time

selecting them
need Standard Chartered

*

o 1rj-1.-]...._:.h.._1|

S P Ry

T

1

- “WW

=

!




1

L

NP Rt

oy :i'“r"’-i'g’ﬁT ir TRAzsag -, .
17580 o s Horin /\
doour drqs.m;e;mp pPorerosT PUe I2mag
| Esemy "BpURy 10 Bun.usuuv ‘sTeo4
"1 0gJ0] FMETeIAl popmur 19AB0UM Ing /

) SBA0IZ xotpeay umoaq -/
» 1BY Inquoy

Ol s e PHUM © 91 paary,, opy
‘SeFenduer remopryg, OJUL S35essary
ST Sunesuey 18104 we m

P Ud3q Sy oty 10 a1r0 SITYM e ur

' asuo AR INq ‘90t1s 1944 pred rom

{ jdoy 9ART SaAnjejes osary 0L

‘il SId nSunsey yy S9AT1Ba1 JyZnog

L dioy Jrat s - Sd0jeI0qeri0) '
] " 30 pueq frews ¢ o Anuspr sty reg,

" 0103 pey oy P0ONS 0y Yopro Ty,
(4, I umony s sem
F IMerepy se ‘thB[eserEN 0) Emnane.t;
; - ax0jq — WOy reyyseoue s 1at011

4 — EleyYn) uy S} BUI0S J115dg pue
k BOLITY 10] Patredap Euo.nsm.xv

J Salpnys ST Suy
'k 191dwoo 910J3q paip pue It Alsnoig
. -9SsUreoaq Epueq saar 1191} JO sort
* s 1} Surreys pye Suryye; sInoy
>~ Juads pue ‘SJuapngs [B01psw se o1y
P Buu.usm.xv Pue ay ‘Bpueg jo Aqd
j: “BIS0I(q-1931nog 9] ; Bmpmaav

£ 28 ‘peninus Jd91deto a3
# -oqun HoT Yy3nony 'PASSappE $T ang
" -s1ap “ToSuey S2ULIBT, pUE Iouqrom




	JAN 1994 - DEC 1995
	JAN 1996 - DEC 1997

