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Retugees

ZOMEBA Malawl's
economy declined 02
per cent 1n 1987/88, com-
pared with 28 per cent
growth the previous fi-
nancilal year, the Fi-
nance Mimster, Mr
Louls Chimango, said

He told parliament
the poor performance
was due to low export
prices, sharp rises 1n
prices of imports and

ST5 2 : .
’amrr?e/r? /i/](al awl

transport bottlenecks
faced by the landlocked

African country

Presenting the budget
Mr Chimango said infla-
fion 1nereased from 15
per cent to 26 per cent
last vear but was ex-
pected to drop to 20 per
cent this year

He said government
expenditure 1n 1987/88
exceeded revenue by

GCOHO

R150 miilion dollars be-
cause of food shortages
caused by drought and
worsened by an influx of
480 000 Mozambican
refugees

Malawl’s economy 18
totally dependent on
agriculture which suf-
fered from severe
drought last year, neces-
sitating imports of sta-
ple maize — Sapa




Chissano p Vialawi’s aid%

MAPUTO — Mozambj-
can President Joaquim
.Chissano has praised Ma-
Jdawi's little-publicised
role in helping his coun-
try ‘defend . itself against
rebels of the®Mozambican
National Resistance.

The official news agen-
cy AIM -“said he had
called for stronger unity

between Malawi and Mo-
zambique at a meeting
with Malawian soldiers
in the railway town of
Cuamba in Niassa prov-
ince on Friday.

Malawi has committed
an estimated 600 men
from itgs 5 000-strong
army to defend the rail-
way line,

U U
The railway line, bui

In the early 1970s to link

Malawi with the Mozam.-
bican port of Nacala
600 km away, has been

disrupted by MNR at-
tacks.

AIM said President
Chissano had gone to
Cuambo to inspect the

» Mozambican special
iforces who “are rFeing
trained by Bntisi' in.
structors to protect’ the
line,

The training project is
not part of Britain's off;-
cial muitary aid to Mo-
zambique — it 15 run by a
private company and the
instructors are mostly
former members of the
elite SAS, the British
army’s special forces
unit.

Malawi had previously
been accused by Mozam-
bique of supporting the
MNR, but its President,
Mr Kamuzu Banda,
agreed 18 months ago to
help the Frelimo govern-

- ment to defend the Naca-
. 1a line. — Sapa-Reuter.
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Mr George Traul .. “'severing

the trade route between Ma-

lawi and South Africa could
seriously affect Malawi.”’

Former US

Coisul How

ambassador
to Malaw@

Foreign Editor

Mr George Trail, a former
Consul-General to South Afri-
ca, has been appointed Umted
States Ambassador to Malaw;.

Mr Trail (51), who is married
to a South African, was based
in Johannesburg from 1980 to
1984

During his confirmation
hearing before the Senate For-
eign Relations Committee in
Washington, Mr Trail said
mmore sanctions “would only
serve to 1solate Socuth Afriea
further and further disarm
those people within South Afri-
ca who have stayed there and
courageously worked for
change”,

INCREASE DIALOGUE

The United States should try
to increase its level of dialogue
with Pretoria and try to en-
courage the white minority
government to meet the needs
of its people, he said.

Mr Trail told the committee
Malawi had done a “tremen-
dous job” caring for 500 000
refugees who had fled to Ma-
lawi from the civil war in Mo-
zambique, which, in turn, led to
heavy demands on Malawi’s in-
frastucture, Therefore, Malawi
needed every assistance the US
could give it,

Noting that 10 000 miners
from Malawi worked in South
Afrtca, Mr Trail said any cut
off of the trade route between
the two countries via Duiban
cotld have a serious effect on
Malaw,,




M™alawi’s 24 free yearsi®

BLANTYRE — Malaw: celebrated 24 ties 1n his country since returning
years of imndependence yesterday, and home after nearly 40 years in the
hailed “30 glorious years” under United States and Britain

President Kamuzu Banda President Chissane’s state visit ap-

It also renewed friendship with a‘): peared to seal a rapprochement that
Mozambique, whose President Joa- ~ began 1n 1986 after years of hostility
quim Chissano was the chief guest at ~ caused by Mozambican allegations
the festivities — the elimax of a na- 'FI-: that Malawi was backing MNR rebels
tionwide party which began on Satur- who have been fighting the Maputo
day to commemorate the homecom- i government since shortly after inde-
ing 1n 1958 of Dr Banda, now 82 He W pendence from Portugal in 1975
led the couniry to mdependence six Malaw: has always denied support-

r ing the rebels, who have forced some
years late 600 000 Mozambicans to seek refuge
He has been at the centre of poli- inuts terrifory — Sapa-Reuter
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Political Correspondent
PRESIDENT Botha and two

{ Ministers are visiting Mo-

zambique today and Malawt
tomorrow 1 what 1s seen as
attempts to bring greater
realistn to 1nter-state rela-
tions 1 Southern Africa

Although there is a deep
1deological divide between
Marxist Mozambique and South
Africa, they are trymg to es-
tablish better relations 1n eco-
nomics, transport and security

The meeting at Songo, a
small town 1n northern Mozam-
bique near the Cahora Bassa
hydroelectric scheme, will be
the first between President
J}?aquim Chissano and Mr Bo-
tha

Talks with Banda

Later today Mr Botha, ac-
companied by Foreign Minister
Mr Pik Botha and the Mimster
of Defence, General Magnhus
Malan, will fly to Malaw for
discussions with President Has-
tings Kamuzu Banda They will
return to South Africa tomor-
row night

Today Mr Botha's party will
visit Cahora Bassa before the
talks with Mr Chissano The
huge Cahora Bassa scheme has
been constantly sabotaged by
the Renamo rebel movement

Among the matters to be dis-
cussed are plans to revive the
joint monitoring commission

set up in terms of the Nkomafi
A nnovd.dn Aoal with hovder we

PAPAL MA

ati

35

o

Po

LT el

pe John
Borrowdale Kace Course in Harare, Zimbabwe The Pope 1s current
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Paul 1t walked through the crowd before the Mass for the 150 000 people at *“
ly on a five-country tour of Southern Al

@ Another picture and report, page 3

¥ . .

b— -

-




- @ 2— AT TSmO e

TR e PR R -

— [ e

tions 1n Southern Africa

Although there 1s a deep
1deological divide between
Marxist Mozamhigue and South
Africa, they are trying to e»-
tablish better relations in eco-
nomics, transport and security

The meeting at Songo, a
small town 1n northern Mozam-
bique near the Cahora Bassa
hydroelectric scheme, will be
the first between President

Joaquum Chissano and Mr Bo-
tha

*

Talks with Banda

Later today Mr Botha, ac-
companied by Foreign Mimster
Mr Pik Botha and the Minister
of Defence, General Magnus
Malan, will fly to Malaw for
discussions with President Has-
tings Kamuzu Banda They wll
return to South Africa tomor-
row night

Today Mr Botha’s party will
visit Cahora Bassa hefore the
talks with Mr Chissano The
huge Cahora Bassa scheme has
heen constantly sabotaged by
the Renamo rebel movement

Among the matters to be dis-
cussed are plans to revive the

jomnt monitoring commission
set up 1n terms of the Nkomatt:
Accord to deal with border n-
cidents South Africa may also
raise the ANC presence 1n Mo-
zambique, while Mozambique
may express misgivings ahout
help to Renamo from elements

in Sonth Afriea

Decisive step

The offici1al Mozambican
news Agenc%, Aim, said in an
editorial that Mozambique
hoped the Songo meeting would
be a decisive step 1n rescuing
the Nkomatt Accord

“It 13 2 further step in the
policy of trying f{o resolve the
aggression against Mozam-
bique through dialogue with
Pretoria”

South Africa, Mozambique
and Portugal recently signed
an agreement for the rehabili-
tation of the Cahora Bassa dam
but the agreement still has to
be ratified

It 15 still not clear how the
powerlines linking the dam to
South Africa will be protected
against rebels

Delighted

South African diplomats are
delighted about the visiis,
which follow one by an emis-
sary from President Chissano
to President Botha Arrange-
ments for the visits stretched
over months

It is President Botha’s first
official visit to African states,
although he has been to south-
ern Angola to visit troops

Mr Botha has maintained
that he has often received visi-
tors from other parts of Africa
but has never given details At
ene stage this year there were
plans for a visit to Congo-Braz-
zaville

According to diplomats, the
visit 1s meant {o 1liustrate a
growing realism and a more

sober approach in Southern Af-
rica about the role South Afri-
ca, as the economic power
point of the region, can play

i
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The ‘State . President, MrvolP:W
Botha, met Malawi’s life~"presi-
dent, Dr Kamuzu Bangﬂait _for
lengthy talks on the shores; of
Lake Malawi today. —

Mr Botha, two of his senior l}hﬁnis-
ters and Government officials:were
jubilant following the success of.their

meeting with the president;of.-Mo-
zambique, Mr. Joaquim ChiSsano,

[

near, Cahora Bassa yesterday. - !

A source close to the party said mn a
telephone 1nterview from Malawi that
the South Africans were 1 jubilant mood
at their dinner at the South African am-
bassador’s residence 1n Lilongwe

The Mozambique talks appear to have been
more successful than expected An immediate
result of the meeting was an acceptance by

Mr Chissano of an mvitation from h;iriBntha

to meet 1in South Africa soon b

The talks between Mr Botha and Mr Chis-
sano lasted so much longer than scheduled
yesterday that the South African President
was unable to spend the mght 1 Dr Banda's
lakeside coitage at Monkey Bay as hadbeen
arranged: '/ {;& P 4{2”1

Accotting to sources m.Malawi, crowds'of
people lined the streets to watch Mr Botha's

o~ AL LA ]

 today, ., -

discussions between 9 30 and 10 this morning
The two heads of state were then to be:joned,
by therr Mimsters and ambassadors for fur-
ther talks between 10 and 1045 ..
The two presidents were scheduled to fake
Junch on a launch on Lake Malaw: j

Mr Botha 1s not expected to return to South

Africa until later tonight r
“president Chissano’s acceptance of Mr
Botha’stinvitation to visit South, Africa was

amipunced at the end dﬁ%ﬁtbﬁﬂéy’sihistorlc

By David Braun poiiogs |

e

miotorcade leave for tLllﬂng‘WE Asrport early »

! §a_ e I
MrBotha was t& meet Dr Bandd fur‘ﬁmyﬁfgf

Breakthrough

S — :r < .

1+ Atrthe meeting they pledged to ’%prumnte
peacerand co-operation in the region * -4,

| INo.’date was announced for the proposed
visgt,ewhich would represent a major break-
throughdin South Africa’s efforts to promote
closer ties with black Africa bop

The Songo summit 1s 1n 1tself regarded as a
major advance in South Africa’s search for
new alliances on the contintent

With warm handshakes and an exchange of
gifts, the two leaders signalled the restoration
of good relations between their governments
after several years of increasing friction

Before their delegations began formal
talks, the presidents met on their own for
nearly two hours The summit meeting 1n an
administration building of the Cahora Bassa
hydro-electric project was said by participat-
ing officials to have been held 1n an extremely
cordial atmosphere

In a plenary meeting after the presidential
talks, it was agreed to set up expert commais-
sions to deal with transport, labour, economic
co-operation, trade and other bilateral issues

A commiunigue said the presidents re-
atfirmed therr commitment t{o peace, stability
and co-operation

One of several 1ssues discussed was the
question of property expropriated from South
African owners 1n Mozambique ;

Other 1ssues included the restoration and
remnforcement of the Nkomati Accord, de-
velopment of road and raillway hnks between
the two countries, the upgrading of the Mapu-
to harbour, the supply of power from the Ca-
hora Bassa project, labour relations and the
employment of Mozambican mineworkers

Al a news conference Mr Chissano said

| there was new confidence and trust on both

sides

megting at Songo 1n the' Zambezi valley’
: o
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PRESlDENTS MEET President P W Botha and his anumblque counterpart,
President Jnuqunm Chissano, talk to the media during their visit to the Cahora
Bassa Dam in northern Mozambique.

Jubilant Botha me
Banda on lake shor

From DAVID BRAUN, Political Staff

FPRETORIA — President Botha met Ma-
lawy’s President Kamuzu Banda for pri-
vate and general talks on the shores of
Lake Malaw today.

Mr Botha: two senor mimsters and a
number of gnvernment officials were ju-
bilant’ fullowmg the success of their
meeting with the President of Mozam-
bique, Mr Joaquin Chissano, near Ca-
hora Bassa yesterday

A source close to the party said mn a
telephone interview from Malaw1 that
the Suuth Africans were in a Joyful mood
at their dinner at the South African Am-
bassador’s residence in Lilongwe.

The Mozambican talks appear to have
been more successful than expected. An
mmmediate result was an acceptance by
President Chissano of an mvitation from
President Botha to meet in South Africa
soon,

SECRET VISIT

It wuuid be the 'first State visit by an
African head of .state to South Africa
since President Banda visited Prime

| Minister Mr B J Vorster

At least one African head of state 1s
known to have visited President Botha
secretly in South Africa in recent times

eus

The talks beiween Mr Botha and Mr
Chissano lasted so much longer than
scheduled yesterday that Mr Botha was
unable to spend the might in Dr Banda’s
lakeside cottage at Monkey Bay as ar-
ranged.

The cottage, Shikoko, is about 300km
north of Lilongwe

Mr Botha and his entourage instead

spent the might at the residence of the
South African Ambassador, Mr George

Stroebel, at Lilongwe, and flew to Mzuzu
airfield, near Monkey Bay, early today.

PRIVATE DISCUSSIONS

According to sources in Malaw: there
has been great interest 1n Mr Botha’s vis-
it and crowds of people lined the streets
to watch his motorcade leave for Li-
longwe Awport early today

President Botha was to have met Dr
Banda for private discussions between
9 30 and 10 this morning, The two heads
of state were then to be joined by their
ministers and ambassadors for further
talks between 10 and 10.45.

The two presidents were to take lunch
on a launch on Lake Malawi.

President Botha 1s' expected to return
to South Afrca tomght

@ See pages 3 and 14,
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Cutback
in terrpr
attacks

unlikely

BY PATRICK LAURENCE
Reviving the Nkomah Accord

is unhkely to reduce signifr-
cantly the number of guenl-
las entering South Africa

Whatever else 1t might achieve,
the agreement betweentPres-
ident Botha and President Joa-
quum Chissano {0 revive the
Nkomat: Accord 1s unhkely 1n
itself to reduce signifrcantly
the number of terror attacks
y msurgents in South Africa.

One of the pivotal terms of

e accord 1s the jomt under-

aking by South Africa and Mo-

zambique not to allow therr

territories to be used as spring-

boards for insurgent attacks on
one another.

[Léﬁ“r

Frhy fu ok

So far, President Quett Ma-
sire of Botswana has consis-
tently resisted pressure “from
South Afriea’to cuneludia“amuq-
aggression pact along the Iines

of the Nkomat1 Accord 5 i;,',

Juest were realised, a ces-

a"cﬂ pf imnsurgency wuuld%n {
ecessarily follow

S At the tume of the Nkomatl
Accord Mozambique and, Le-

stho were important hnks 1
tHe terror trail to and from

sSouth Africa.

When the trail was severely

%dlsrupted by the accord — and

nearly two years later by the
fall 1;n Lesotho of the pro-ANC

‘regume of Chief Leabua Jon-

athan — new routes were
forged

HOME TRAINING

~evem 1f South Afried’s,

/ o\ Simce the signing of the ac-
[\ ord 1n 1984, Mozambique, once
N major condmit for ANC gue-

The record, according to offi-
cial statistics; 1s

In 1983 there were 56 terror

rillas travelling fo or from
South Africa, has become rela-
tively msignificant as a gueril-
la transit route

According to figures re-

%Ieased by the Chief of the Secu-

ity Police, General Johan van

&\der Merwe, less than a half-

percent of infilirators from
eighbouring countries enter
via Mozambique, °

INFILTRATION

But some guerillas entering
South Africa from Swaziland
start thewr journeys in Mozam-
bique, an 1intelhgence officer
{old The Star — and 13 percent
of terrorists come in via Swazi-

land, according to General van
der Merwe’s figures

The main mhltration route 18
through Botswana — nearly
50 percent,

* There is a basic requirement
for a dramaftic decrease in the
overall mflow of msurgents
disrupt — 1f not destruy — the
“Botswana connection”,

—r

attacks, in 1984 — 44, in 1985 —

136, ;n 1986 — 230 and 1n 1987
— 234

By the the end of last month
there had been 138 attacks

The reduction has given rise

to cautious opfimism in secu-
rity; eireles

Jfuihe state of emergency 1s
considered to be the reason.
The argument 18 that turbu-
Ience in the townships provided
‘a, congenial enviroment for
guenllas to operate and to re-
crult new members — bhut the
emergency clampdown 1S

steadily restoring qmet }0 the
townships g t;

General van der Merwe has
said that nearly half the’ uer:l—
las“captured or killed, m"the
firstinine months of last” year
were‘. trained locally, suggest-
ing that the:-guerilla war might
have entered a new phase




Africa rise
in Pretoria

By Gerald L’Ange, The Star’s Africa News Service °

MONKEY BAY (Malaw1) — Pretoria officials are op-
timistic that President Botha’s meefing with the |

presidents of Mozambique and Malaw: will encour-
age African countries that are dealing covertly with
South Africa {o do so openly

Mr Botha returned to South Africa last mght after
meeting President Joaquim Chissano and President
Kamuzu Banda

Evidence of the success of the trip 1s that not only
did President Chissano accept an invitation to wisit
South Africa, but he and President Banda mvited Mr
Botha {o visit them again

The hope 15 that this will have a snowball effect,
strongly boosting the Government’s efforts to win
wider acceptance 1n Africa

After the meeting 1n Mzuzu, Malawl, yesterday
between President Banda and President Botha, 1t was
announced that South Africa had agreed to resche-
dule Malawt’s debis to South Africa The amount 1n-
volved and the terms were not disclosed

South Africa also agreed to donate 3000 tons of
maize to Malawi to help feéd the large number of
refugees from the fighting in Mozambique.

Mr Botha briefed the Malawi leader on his talks on
Monday with President Joaquim Chissano at Songo
near the Cahora Bassa Dam C T

Speaking.in the presence of journalists after the
meeting, President Banda pledged to continue deal-
ing openly with South Africa despite the criticism his
policy has brought from other African states

Mr Botha’s meeting with President Chissano 1s
seen as a particularly promising advance If 1s
thought te offer hope not only for improving rela-
tions with Mozambique but also for opeming new dip-
Iomatic doors elsewhere in Africa. The meeting 1s
regarded in some official eircles as even more prom-
- 181ng than the Nkomat: Accord itself

A'major purpose of the Songo meeting was to mend
the near-fatal damage done to the accord by Mozam-
bique's conclusion that Pretoria had vieolated the
treaty by continming to help the MNR rebels Presi-
dent Chissano said he had been given guaraniees by
" President Botha that South Africa would not help the
MNR. .

:

If the rebels’ depredations continue unabated, Pre-
toria’s problem will be 10 convince the Frelimo gov-
ernment that it 1s not aiding them

@ See Page 15.
L
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pact of the proposed changes, he said

New deals ' vith Malawi

MZUZU — President PW Botha met
Malawian leader Kamuzu Banda yester-
day and agreed to reschedule Malawi's
unspecified debt to SA.

He also said 3 000 tons of SA maize
would be provided to help Mozambican
refugees 1n Malawi

Botha and Banda met in Mzuzu,
300km north of the capital Lilongwe, and
discussed bilateral ties and the secunty
and _ economic situation in southern
Africa, said a joint communique,

Botha and’ his arté,r. which included
Foreign Minister‘glk otha and Defence
Mimster Magnus' Malan, later flew to
Monkey Bay resort on their way home

Banda pledged to continue open deal-
ings with Pretoria in defiance of most
black African opinion.

“I believe in dealing with SA openly,”
Banda told a news conference at the end

of his meeting with Botha (ﬁy)

Malawi has remained the only state 1n
black Africa that has diplomatic rela-
tions with Pretoria

It was Botha’s first visit to Malaw:
and, following his trip to Mozambique on
Monday, broke new ground in SA’s rela-
tions with its black neighbours

Botha and his entourage received red
carpet treatment

A statement by Foreign Minister Pik
Botha said the President had briefed

Banda on Monday’s talks with President
Joachimn Chissano in Mozambique

After the talks President Botha con-

gratulated President Banda on his clean
and efficiently adminstered country

Banda said his three most basic goals
for his country had been achieved there
was sufficient food for all, everybody
was decently dressed and lived in a
“house that does not leak”, — Sapa
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Malaw1's western border with Mozam-
bigue 1s accompanied by the roar of 40-
ton trucks pulling away from the bus-
tling immigration and customs office

They park on the Mozambique side
The drivers drink beer and sleep 1n the
cabs of their trucks to wait for the next
day’s convoy across Mozambique to the
Zimbabwean border

This road through Tete province 1s
the econommec hifelime for landlocked
Malawi, which pays a heavy price n
foreign currency to the Zimbabwean
army to protect 1t from Renamo
attacks

sSince Malawi lost its traditional rail-
way routes to the Indian Ocean ports of
Beira and Nacala due to sabotage by
Renamo, the Tete road corridor has

{carried the bulk of the country's exports

and umports

“ . Last year, this road and the only oth-

~er much longer, road route south

thrnugh Zambia carried more than 90%

”ﬁf Malawi's trade

As the sun ri1ses over the Mozambican
border town of Zobue, the trucks begin
to roar 1nto life and, under instructions

keep "Mal:
ticking O

from the Zimbabwean convoy com-

mander, move off for the two-and-half™

hour trip to the mudway town of Tete

The first 20-30 ki 1s considered safe
since the road runs along the Malawian
border But after that, as one Zimbab-

wean officer said “There’s nothing but
bush, ammmals and bandits ”

In most convoys there are ahout 70
vehicles, mostly container trucks,
stretching for about five km From

Malawi, they carry tobacco, tea, sugar,
groundnuts and other exmrts

An armoured personnel carrier con-
taining soldiers armed with automatic
weapons and grenade launchers follows
after every 10 or so vehicles

The s1gns of rebel attacks are numer-
ous In many places, a band of tarmac
had been dug up The shallow holes
showed where rebels had placed land-
mines which had been removed by the
army, Most days, say truckers who use
this route, the convoy passes without
incident But last week, a driver said,
they were attacked by rebels firing
from some distance No one was hurt —
Sapa-Reuter
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BLANTYRE — Malaw1 President Kamuzu Banda
on Thursday ordered an immediate dismissal of cor-
rupt civil servants, the Malawr news agency MANA
reported

Speaking at a Christmas party, Banda specifi-
cally singled out police officers and immugration
officials who received bribes from offenders to evade
prosecution.

“We must not tolerate that kind of thing If you

Banda clampdown on corruption

hear anyone 18 doing such a thing (bribing), sack
him The police force, the army and the civil ser-

vice 1n this.country must be above suspicion,” he
said {10 Shdey l‘f’l’l[ﬂ’g )

Banda said immagration officials allowed pe*pple:ﬁ
without passports to cross borders and police officers

released traffic offenders at'road blocks after being
bribed — Sapa-Reuter




|Mozambicans to

S'W 1,

| be repatriat
2'3/.’ Z/Sg‘he Star’s Africa

News Service

MAPUTO — Mozambique,
lawi and the Unmited Nations
High Commssion for Refugees
have reached agreement on a
scheme to voluntarily repatriate
the 600000 Mozambicans now
hving 1n Malaw1

The agreement, signed yester-
day in Tete, establishes a tripar-
tite commission to deal with
people who have fled Mozambi-
que to escape MNR rebel at-
tacks and severe drougnt.

Repatriation will be carried
out 1n stages to ensure the Mo-
zambicans will be able to return |
safely to their places of origin, |

The accord stipulates that no
one will be forced to return un-
willingly.

Transport will be provided
for those who wish to go home
and they will be cleared through
border and customs formalities.
| They will be given food and

other aid to allow them to settle
down
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Malaw
Wwin praise
for help

&
JLONGWE — A vlsltu{m
senator has praised Malawi,
one of Africa’s poorest coun-
tries, for its help to more than
600 000 Mozambican refugees
Senator Paul Sumon, chair-
man of the African affairs sub-
committee of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee,
15 on a tour of Zambia, Malawy,
Zimbabwe and Nigeria ﬂ
“It is an mncredible thing this
government has done — as far,
as I can see — without hesita-,
tion and withouf any bitter-

ness,” he said on Friday
“It has been a great 1llustra-
tion of humanity at 1ts best ™’
' Simon said the number of |
refugees 1n Malaw1 would be
equivalent to an influx mto the

US of 20-million peopie
The Mozambican refugees

have fled I.he civil war elr
own country (307 EM_E
Simon said hemnte the US
| to spend more on foreign aid,
particularly to African coun-}.
tries, but some countries dis-
couragd assistance by not be-
g Tiscally prudent. Malawl
_had'shown the prudent use of
foréign aid — Sapa-Reuter
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IN THE first trade massion of 1its
type, 80 black SA busmmessmen will
visit Malawi this month as guests of
the Malawi Chamber of Commerce

The trip 1s being arranged by a
firm of black business consultants,
W R Consultants

CE Wilhe Ramoshaba says those
chosen for the trade mission have
made a;mark in the business arena
and have some sizeable equity behind
them

The aim 1s to expand each person’s
market 1n therr existing field and
broaden their scope into Africa and
beyond QOnce in Malawi, they will
meet people mvolved 1n business and
1dentify a nmche for themselves

Ramoshaba says Malaw) traders
find themselves in the embarrasing
position of having to trade with whate

ZILLA EFRAT

SA businessmen and would prefer to
deal with black South Africans

He says Malawr’s total trade 1s
R450m a year — 40% with SA

There 1s no meanmngful black-run
manufacturing industry in SA, but SA
has a good industral infrastructure
in which blacks could share, says Ra-
moshaba

Share the

Black importers and exporters will
be supporting SA manufacturers by
taking on the trading hassles

“We can enlarge the pie and then
share 1t,” he says

Compames trading with Malawa,

Black trade m1§s Mheads for Malawi

or planning to, can appoint a person
on the trip to research the market for
their products The person will be
linked to the company and act as its
ambassador

Ramoshaba says all attempts {o
develop blacks have been through the
informal sector, and while there 1s
room for this, black business should
be seen 1n a broader context

He believes mmport and export
trade will give blacks an immediate
entry into meaningful business

He says“Disinvestment has ex-
cluded the black businessman in SA |
We are trying to create a body of
black businessmen that people can
deal with

“One deal, 1f successfully

o

put to-

gether, can transform a backyard op-
erator into a millionaire ”




BLANTYRE — At least
two peopfe were /kulled
angd: abnut 60 hurt when'
an earthquake de-
stroyed bhildings 1n cen-
tral Malawi, officials

said yesterday

| They s;{;ud 24 people
were taken to hospital
after the*‘ftremnr 1n Se-
lima arotind midnight on
Friday.:An earlier trem-
or was felt 1n the country
on Thursday.

In Maputo, state radio
saird the tremor had also
affected. two provinces
in neighbouring Mozam-
bique, but there were no
reports of casualties or
serious damage

In Zimbabwe, the
Goetz nbservatury 1n
Bulawayo said a tremor
originating dutside the
country'was recorded on
Fndayf at 11 5ipm local
time (2151 GMT), mea-
suring 4,5 on the Rlchter
scale, strong enough to

ycause severe damage

a populated area --
Sapa—Reuter ;
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. Chikwawa, 110

5 g
6 drown in Malawj
in raging floodsgo)

3
BLANTYRE - Torrential rain and floods ’4 |
in southern Malawi left six people dead:..
and about 37 000 homeless, government*’
and Red Cross officials said yesterday. ‘i
The six dead, including two children,
were drowned in floodwaters that swept
away mud-built huts and prefabricated }.
shelters in Chikwawa and Nsanje districts,
local administrators said. - S
A government administrator at Nsanje
said about 20 Q00 le were homelessin
his district, near wi's south-eastern &
border with Mozambique.
Red Cross officials said 17 000 homeless
were receiving relief food and tents at;:
south of Blantyre. ;
Some displaced families were housed in }
schools, churches, government buildin
and brick-built trading stores that with-
stood the flooding, they said. £
Iravellers arriving in Blantyre from i
Chikwawa and Nsanje spoke of entire vil- §;
lages being destroyed and widespread }
damage to corn crops in the worst floods |
recorded since 1956. ,’
About 600 000 refugees have also fled
into southern Malawi to escape the conflict |
between government forces and armed |
rebels in Mozambique. — Sapa-AP.
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Govts rescue/

bl 1573 1 89 (110
fl od victims™;
BLANTYRE — Rescue
operations’ have been
mouhted 1in Malaw1 and
Zambiarto evacuate thoy-*
sands left homeless and «

istranded by torrential:
rains and ﬂuuds ™

'j‘ﬁ ﬂlalaw: s worst” {
ﬂﬂﬂd&} ng since 1965, six
peopl e*have been k1lled
and 4;? 000 trapped )

Police) officials and
youth volunteers used;
canoes and mutnr
launches'to rescue.
stranded fapulies in the?
‘central and southern:’
provinces of Nchala,
Chikwawa and Nsanje, a
police spokesman said

InZambila, the air!’
force 1s engaged in an
awrlift to rescue nearly’
3 000 villagers trapped on'
1islands 1z the Mazabuka -
district. No casualfies
have heen reported

An estimated 50 000"
people have been left
homeless smce the tf.:nr-l

rential rains started in

January !

Zambla appealed for!
1_11ternatmnal aid last:
month' — Sapa-AP-The:
Star's! 's' Africa News.Ser-

vice’ ’
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Own Correspondent

NAMPULA, northern
Mozambigque — The first
frain 1n almost two years
to run all the way from
the Indian Ocean to
Malawi should arrive,
with luck, 1n that land-
locked African state in
the next few days

The re-opening of the
line linking Malawil with
the Mozambican deep-
water port of Nacala will
be more than just a tri-
umph of engineering
and endurance It may,
in fact, save Malawi's
economy

Attacks

Since deliberate sabo-
tage by Renamo began to
hamper the line’s oper-
ations 1n the mid-1980s,
and eventually shut it
down altogether 18
months ago, Malaw1 has
had to spend 40% of its
foreign exchange earn-
ings conducting its trade
through distant South

T1can parts, The effect

“this distyption on
Malawl s small-scale but
once-healthy finances
has been disastrous — 1n
1987 1ts economy suf-
fered a net decline for
the first time since 1nde-
pendence

Many see the concen-
tration of rebel altacks
on the railways as strong
evidence of South Afn-
ca’s continuing support
for Renamo, despite offi-
c1al dentals

B RARArO. AR nLL
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Steaming In,
1o save Malawi’

The timing of Mrs
Thatcher’s visit to
Malawt 15 not nsignifi
cant. Much of the work
that has gone 1nto re-
opening the 400-km Na-
cala line has been paid
for by Britain and there
are British experts di
recting operations on
the ground

Biil Halpin 15 the man
who runs the raillway in
the northern Mozamba-
can town of Nampula,
headguarters of the Na-
cala line A former head
of operations for British
Rail, hts problems now
as deputy director-
general of the Caminhos
de Ferro do Mozambi-
que-Norte are tropical
weather and well-armed
guerillas

For the past two years
he and engineer Jchn
Wreford have struggled
to keep the track open
and the trains running
In spite of the obvious
frustrations and disecom-

forts of life in Nampula,
they have come to see
the re-opening of the
line as a worthwhile
challenge and they are
currently trying to per-
suade the British Over-
seas Development

Administration to fund
them for a further two
years

As the first through-
train trundles towards
Malaw:, 1n the work-
shops at Nampula the
two Britohs are putting
together a project they

hope will make such
trips easier in future

Bill Halpin explained
the project by outlining
the two ways that Ren-
amo operates to disrupt
the line

For preference, the
guertllas find one of the
remote bush areas
through which the hine
runs for most of its
length They tear up the
short pieces of track,
toss them into the bush
and burn the wpoden |
sieepers

A French project to re-
place the wooden sleep-
ers with concrete ones
and long-weld the track
to make it impossible to
pull up has progressed
about a quarter of the
way along the line But
as thc general security
situation in northern
Mozambique has dete-
riorated 1n recent
months the French team
have refused to continue
without permanent pro-
tection from the Mopzam-
bican military The
government cannot
spare a force at the mo-
ment, so the project has
ground to & hait.

Last week Halpin
learned to his disgust
that more than 1000
metres of track had just
been destroyed near Mu-
lema, halfway to Malawi
His teams could repatr
that 1n a couple of days,
he said, but it all added
up to a further delay in
resuming full oper-
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armoured,
Crw % 3((3(¢7

1'S eCoONno

ations
Where Renamo cannot

destroy the track, Haipin
says, their practlce 15 to
ambush the trains, {iring
automatic weapons and
rocket-propelled gre-
nades at the drniver's cab

The drivers tend to
flee and the guerillas

" then usually light a big

fire under the aban-

doned lecomotive which
effectively warps the an-
gine frame, putting 1t
completely uut of action
"until John Wreford’'s
maintenance depart-
ment can bend jt back
into shpe

The sidings at Nam-.
pula are full of similarly
disabled locomotives

The important thing,
Halpin says, is to pre-

" vent the guerillas from

being abie to stop them
and lLight their fires

“T'wo weeks ago there
was an attack on a train
betwen here and Nacala
— they fired a rocket
which went straight
through the cab and out
the other side — it didn't
explode but it killed
both the crew on its way
through

“The officer com-
manding the soldiers on
the train had the pres-
ence of mind to keep the
engine going "

t the workshops at
Nampula they are build-
Ing the prototype of a se-
cret weapon — an ar-
moured locomotive

On advice from the

— Rk el — e ke

[ N

Ministry of Defence 1n b
London, the workshops %

in Nampula have bor-

rowed technology de- B
veloped 1o Northern Ire- B
land and use materials §
from a West Midlands

firm which supplies the
ministry

The driver's cab on the
three-metre Brazilian
locomotives is to be en-
cased in ,Bem manga-
nese-steel, and that ar-
mour 15 itself to be

I —— g gy

shrelded at a distance of f _ .I ¥

about ,3 of a metre by
Kremlin Mesh — a grid
of hardened steel bars
that has proved efTfective
on army landrovers in
Ulster

Obvious idea

The theory is that the
grili will eateh 3 rocket-
propelled grenade be-
fore 1t hits the armour-
plating and the distance
between the grill and
the armour will deaden
Its explosive effect.

It may seem an obvi-
ous idea, but for rocket-
propelied grenades that
can penetrate 12 inches
of mld-steel, a rather
spectal form of protec-
tion 3s required

The rest of the locomo-
tive will have lower
quality armour and
mesh — top priority s
being given to the driv-
er's safetly

The Mozambican Tea
Company a Lonrho sub-
sichhary which depends

Mrs Thatcher...
Timely visit

on the Nacala line for 1ts
shipments, is ailready
paving more than £50 000
(anout R1709000) for
eight locomotives to be
armoured in this way
The British government
15 likely to put up the
money for the armouring
of a further seven loco-
motives

The Mozambican cdriv-
ers are ¢ertainly pleased

about the idea, even if

its effectivencss has yet

to be tested in combat
If the armoured train
proves successful, Bill
Halpin and John Wre-
ford believe it could be
one of the key factors 1n
winning the railway war
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Surprise visit added

Magg
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MANDY JEAN WOODS

BRITISH Prime Minister Margaret
Thatcher would visit Namiha to-
morrow, the first day of UN control
in the territory, Foreign Minister
Pik Botha confirmed last night

Botha’s announcement came armmd
speculation this week that Thatcher

' would make a surprise visit to Namibia
— In spite of demals by British and SA
officials Thatcher ended her four-nation
tour of Africa in Malaw: today

A Foreign Affairs spokesman said
government had been consulted about
the visit and reacted positively to the
suggested visit of Thatcher to the British
contimgent of Untag.

Sapa reports that Thatcher, when
asked earlier vesterday if she intended
visiting Namubia, said she had no plans
for a Namibian stop-over. She said when
she was to go somewhere she would
make an announcement and “I have no
announcement to make”

Botha said the usual courtesy ar-
rangements had been made to the satis-
faction of Thatcher’s office and govern-
Jment, He would not say if he would meet
Thatcher during his visit to the territory
today and tomorrow, in part to oversee
the PoW exchange which will bring Ri-
fleman Johan Papenfus back to SA after
11 months of captivity in Havana.

The Foreign Affairs spokesman said
although Botha would be in Namibia
today “we have no knowledge of a possi-
ble meeting with Thatcher, In fact 1f 1t

to tour

Bidaq A[7)E7
amibia
at weekend
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Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher holds
aloft a pumpkin while on a visit to a British-
sponsorad resettlement scheme in, Mount
Parwm, Zimbabwe, yestardq{ﬂ?ﬁi*mur*a‘. AEUTER
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comes off we will be surpﬁiﬁﬁd.ﬂlt 15 all
Just speculation at this stage.”s

A British Embassy Spgke§r3can said 1n
Cape Town earlier yesterday'Thatcher
“had no plans to visit Namibiid, She 1s mn
Malaw1 today and 1s scheduled to leave
tonight for London”

He said the British ambassador to SA,
Sir Robin Renwick, was visiting Nama-
bia and was to meet UN special repre-
sentative to Namubia Martti Ahtisaan
on his arrival at the Windhoek arport

this mornmng., -
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Malawi-~
LILONGWE — An eight-man dele-
gation from Mozambique is in
Malawi on a six-day visit to work out
ways of repatriating Mozambicans
now living in refugee camps here.

Malawi is host to more than
600 000 Mozambican refugees.

The delegation, led by Interior
Minister Manuel Jose Antonio, has

six other members of the Mozambi-
can government and two members

|. — i fiafii . PP b TR,

e

3 E .:n-',". L Shoa Ty e i e l"; o'
- --;WIT'L'.':;'"'.'.'J'E'I'

] e ’ M . AR S, - p te‘,h
ozambique 1aiK |

A
7 High Cnmmissione:\for Refugees 1n ﬂ
Mozambique. |30 =

el T o T

o, s T P
j 1A E}Wﬁj}wW\fﬂu#dMMuu N S
TN . 1

-+ a— —

< from the resident office of the UN

0 German ambassato alawi \
Wilfried Rupprecht promised at the ]“'

ﬁ/ weekend his government would help | "y
f flood victims in the Chikwawa dis- g |
/ trict of Malawi by sending in food | lig

supplies and clothes. An estimated | &7

4 500 000 people have
7 homeless by the floods. —
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UNUSUAL political activity and open
signs of discontent are surfacing 1in

Malawi.

President Hastings Banda normally keeps a |
tight lid on any signs of discontent and rarely

refers to serious political 1ssues 1n speeches R
The last few months, however, have seen a depar- -

Maauw nower-holders Hastings Banda and John Tembo

ture from these practices,

The first sign of problems for the ageing life president
camne in February when Banda was making one of hus fre-
quent crop mspection tours of outlying areas

Just before his depature for Mzuzu

in the north, he launched a strong
attack on teachers, civil servants and

businessmen in the northern region
He accused them of harbouring
separatist sentiments and of attempt-
mg to subvert his government
Banda went on to say that the
northerners, particularly teachers

the central and southern regions, were
abusing their positions by spreading
the anti-govermment message of

former Foreign Miister Kanyarmna
Chiume, who fell out with Banda m

1964.

Chiume now leads a small and gen-
eraily weak exile movement, the
Congress of the Second Republic,
based i Dar es Salaam

Mission scho