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NLegal aid for /S
‘miners «[{x.,

=
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The &tar rica News
sService

MASERU — A body of
Lesotho trade unionists has
made a contribution to-
wards the legal defence of
Basotho and Ahosa miners
1mvolved mn last February s

distur al the Wel-
kom éld minesy _
The 1Les Council of

Workers has given B1 300
to be shared for this pur-
pose as well as the Prime
Minister’s Carletonville dis-
aster vietnns' fund
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t4, .+ The Star’s’ Africa News Serwce
.~MASERU — Lesotho has prﬁposed a

r
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: que form of strike action for its mine-
;J qk*e;‘s m terms of which the wminers
Vit

‘I-" La{.

R
I ‘.exercise their right to strike within their

BT -
L OWN country.

opeaking on the Radw
Lesotho programme,
“Newsreel,” last night, the
Minister of Commerce and
Indusiry, Mr Joel Moitse,
said that when the miners
arrjved home they would
- get their . Government to
negofiate ‘their contracts
on thewr . hehalf—from
within Iesotho territory,

He said the Basotho
{ miners would adopt this
course to avold “gomng
about striking 1n51de South
Africa,” ‘

cuNniTmNs

“If they want improve-
ments 1n their working
condifions they must come
home and negotfiate with
the hody creatéd by the
Lesothd ., Government- for
the purpnse,“ the M1mster
said. | "

Mr Moatse smd t’hdt in
this way the Bisotho
miners would be exercising
the rlght to strike hike any
“fully ﬂedged citizen of
any cnuntry

He san:f the Y.esotho
I Govérnment was beginfing

to look:intg :the guestion
of introducing medical ser-
vices for ‘the miners as
many sick men 1n the past
« ‘had escaped ithe notice of
. dboetors awhen” they re-
tirned hnm& frnm the

}
T‘Iﬁlu:‘nF:g‘,{}E g

‘1 \PISFASES

- Many of them brought
into Lesnthﬂ venereal
 diseasesi »  and miners’
phthisis which destioyed
tiem once they settled
] down 1n the country.

On the miners’ pay, Mr

.
s

[ would leave thé Suuth African nines 10 ;
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LESOTHO’S PAY DEFERMENT ACT

THE Prime Minister of Lesotho, Chief Leabua Jonathan, recently announced
that from the beginning of the year 60 per cent of the wages earned by Basotho
mineworkers on South African mines would have to be banked in Lesotho,
According to Press reports this was believed to have been the cause of disturbances

at several gold mines.

By January 7 the death toll on Vaal
Reefs Mine, in the Western Trans-
vaal, was reported to have risen to
eight, and according to Mr E P Smit,
the manager of the mine, the normal
underground force had decreased
from 23 000 to {7 000 as Basothos re-
turned home,

Dr Jonathan 1s reported to have said
that the management of Vaal Reefs Mine
had given mformation on the scheme
“which was so incomplete — and 1n some
ways SO inaccurdate - as to make 4
mockery of the entire new system of de-
ferred pay"

“The mine management at the Vaal
Reefs Mine had made every effort to ex.
plain the new system of deferred pay-
ments to mmeworkers from Lesotho,” a
mme spokesman was reported as saying
The application of the Lesotho legislation
In which the system was contained had
also been explamned to the miners, he saig

Lesotho's director of information, Mr
Vincent Malebo, told 4 South African ma-
gdzine that “Basuto mineworkers who
had been 1n employment before January
I this year were not affected by the new
law  The Lesotho Government would
serously consider the miners' com-
plamnts,” he added

Papers generally expressed concern at
the events on the mines, particularly as
they considered the cause as lying outside
South Africa A Johannesburg daily com-
mented that “the dissatisfaction of the
miners flows largely from a lack of com-
munication between the Lesotho workers
and the (Lesotho)} Governnient ™

WORLD, Johannesburg (10 L.75), be-
lleves that “it s the right of every
worker (0 manage — or mismanage - his
own finances”, and suggests that Chief
Johathan remedy the lack of coMmunica-
tion with the workers fast

HOOFSTAD, Pretona (8.1.75), con-
cerned about future strikes, writes that un-
less everything 1s done to prevent them,
the matter could develop into an mnterna-
tronal affarr

PRETQRIA NEWS, Pretoria (8.1.75),

lay s the blame for the recont disturbances
at the fect of Chiet Tonathaa but 1t the

r Tt im - LR
¢ ; 1 F

[— [ —

Seéme tme deplores the “lethargy” of the
Chamber of Mines

DIAMOND FIELDS ADVERTISER,
Kimberley (8.1.75), discusses the advan-
tages to Lesotho of the new deferred pay
system and remarks that “i i1s likely to
mean quite a udy loss of savings invest-
ment in Kimberley alone *

BEELD, Johanneshurg (8.1.75), suggests
that the time 1s rpe for a commus-
sion of inquiry mto the situation on the
mines and feels that there are still too
many remnants of “the colomal past” n
the labour dispensation on the mines

THE ARGUS, Cape Town (9.1.75),
asks why the mimers themselves were not
consulted about how ther money should
be saved and comments that it is, after ali,
theirs

OGGENDBLAD, Pretoria (9.1.75),
urges intensified local recruiting for mine-
workers and comments that becauge they
are “largely strangers” everything that
happens to them “affects the State in s
relationship with neighbouring states ™

-
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More miners

MASERU — The number
0f Basotho mineworkers
recruited to the South
African gold muanes during
Mav this vear 1ncreased
bv more than 20 percent
over the figure for last
vear, according tn statis.
ties released here vestoer-
dav by the office of the
mine labour oarganizations
— Sanpa
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crawled to safety

‘Mall* Africa Bureau
MASERU -~ A Iesotho
trade ynion leader who was
negotialing with the Trade
Umon Council of BSouth
Africa still has a bullet in
his leg after surviving an
attempt on his life,

Mr Caswell Pitsa Mokek,
orgamsing gecretary of the
Iesotho Mineworkers
Union was shot four times
at point blank range at his
home outgside Maseru re.
cently,

With two' bullets 1n hig
chest and two more in his

b

t * 3 1 L -‘
J' |"I'l;};fj{

legs he crawled 50m to a
neighbour who took him tg
hospital. The blanketed
gunman egcaped and no
arrest has been made

The sunman questioned

Mr Mokeki about his “inter

national correspondence on
labour matters”, then pull-
ed the trigger before he
could answer, Mr Mokel
saul vesterday.

The shooting happened
the day after Mr Mokeki's
correspondence to interna.
tronal Iabour groups had
been stolen from his house,
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. The loneliness of the long-distance job secker

- LESoTHO F M. //5/75”

Behind the poverty

Observers of the impoverished mountain
kingdom of Lesotho frequently point to
the following stumbling blocks 1n 1ts path
to economic success

: @ The hazardous political consequences

%

%

of Chuef Jonathan’s seizure of power 1n
1970, when the results of an election
were clearly runmng against him  Tur-
moil 1n the hinterland -— and Jonathan's
consegquent repressive measures —
scared off much foreign aid and invest-
ment;

® The dilatory policy of government
towards the pnvate sector. The recent
sacking of the nationahisation-minded
Joel Moitse as Minister of Commerce,
Industry & Tounsm has not yet stilled
the (predommantly White) Lesotho busi-
nessman’s fear for his future: and

© The competition for investment from
the BIC, with its tax and other conces-
stons 1in the Bantustans, and vigorous
public relations campaigns abroad.

These factors certainly play their part
in keeping Lesotho “the poorest of our
Homelands™. However, they are negligi-
ble 1n comparnison with the true historical
ongin of Lesotho’s poverty* the country’s
sheer economic thralldom to South
Africa. An important new survey of
living conditions wmn Lesotho* starkly
reveals the facts.

Full of useful facts, it 1s published
under the auspices of Prof Michael
Ward, hcad of the Department of Stats
stics of the Umiversity of Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland, and 1s a poverty
datum Iine {(PDL) survey of the average

426

R

2 /66

Maseru and rural Lesotho household

The researchers found that in 1972/73
60% of Maseru households were “unable
to satisfy thewr basic needs™ This percen-
tage 1s unhkely to have changed much,
indicating that 1n January this year at
east 60% of the households in the capital
{averaging 4,3 persons) were earning less
than R61,90 — the PDL figurc at that
time The rural figure 1s higher stil
(R75,19 1in January), reflecting larger
average households (five persons) and
generatly higher prices in the countryside

How many rural Basotho are
poverty-stricken —— carming less than the
PDL hgure — 18 inpossible to assess
But 1t 1s from this sector that SA largely
draws 1its labour for the gold mines and
collieries, and Black wages on the mines
{a mmmimum of R57,20 for underground
work) are currently below houschold
needs.

Related to this 1s Lesotho’s serious soil
erosion due to mmadequate land use over
the vyears because of the absence of
around 150 000 able-bocdied men 1in any
year (75-79 000 on the muncs), and thc
pattern of rural poverty accordingly
appears wrreversible

The researchers go further Pointing
out that “the PDL. assumes a balanced
and rational expenditure pattern and
therefore does not convey a reabistic 1dea
of the way the money 1s actually spent”,
they argue that in Maseru a household
regquires 195% of the PDL to satisty
basic needs “adequately”™ This works out
to R107 a month — and there 1sn’t the
money, and there aren’t the jobs, so the
migratory labour system continues to
flourish

Summing uwp, Marres and Van der

t
rl:L
LY
i'l:
1e

Wiel argue that employers of migrant '

labourers should pay wages at the
“effective mummum level”™ (150% of the
PD1 ), for rural labourers this means (as
at December 1974) R105 a month The
big employcers — the mines — are not
remotely near this and there 1s no super-
vision of the private sector’s wage prac-
tuces

“Lesotho’s policy™, note the authors,
“could be to step into the migrant labour
market, acting as a umon In such a case
the PDL and effective minimum level
could certainly play a vital role in the
negotiations for a rightful remuneration
of Lesotho’s labour export ™

This kind of thinking 1s very prevalent
in Lesotho today, and helps to account
for the current chill 1n relationships
between Maseru and Pretoria And the
erinding economic facts of lhfe in the
territory intimate no carly thaw

*Povertv Lats My Blanhet, Pieter ] Th
Marres & Arniec C A van der Wiel
(available from the Government Printer,
Mascru)
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MASIKRU — There was
a 45 per cent increase jn
the recruitment of Leso-
tho mineworkers by South
African  pold mines in
July this year, accordmg
1y statisties released in

Maseru vesterday by the
Mine Lahour Orgamsation

The recruitment figures
for July were 7014 com-

ndared to 4825 in July last
Toyear -

The number of Basotho
. employed on  the gold
mines during  July ths
year was 83 340 compared
with 74 341 in July last

I voar -— Sapa
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4., Dasutho miners’ pirobe

2 \ /{ « ‘Matl’ Afriea Bureau
v MASERU — Lesotho is
taking steps to 1mprove
conditions for Basotho
mitners in South Afrneca,
the Prime Muuster, Chief
* Leabola Jomathan, told

parligmernt “yesterday.

Hé ssid he was aware
. Of Wor conditions for
Basotho'sminers and his
government was consider-
ing taking over recruiting

for the mines,
There had been talks

with mine authorities, bui
South Afriea’s belp wos
needed, Chief Jonathan
said

The Acting Ainisfer of
Labour, Mr K G lak
hetla, saxd a governmenrt
official had gone to Eu-
rope to study conditions
for migrant labourcrs

+ Parllament had appro-
ved a select committes fo
1investigate recrultment
for mianers, their wage .

compensation and recon
modation
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Mercury Correspondent

JOHANNESBURG — B
hunidred Basotho niine-
wolrkers at the Buffels-
fontein Gold Mine near
Stilfontein have
demanded to Dbe sent
home following a clash in
which tsvo died and 14
were injared.

This was confiymed
JYast night by a spokes-
man for General Mining,

S o
' T
air E, -
: F »
.. il .
A
e
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I

said
Wwho
1efused to work had
decided to go back today
A murder docket has
beenn opened following

about 180
earlier

who
others

the death on Sunday
night of a Shangaan

mineworker, as yet -
identified, Kkilled 1 an
incident at the mine's
Pioneer Shaft hostel. The
body of a Xhosa mine-
worker was also recov-
ered at the same hostel
after a reported clash be-

L——

J— -

tween Khosa and
Mozaminque miners.

As news of the deaths
spread, a more serious
clash developed at the

mine’s South Shaft hostel

on Sunday  between
Basothe and  Xhosa
miners.

A security . patrol

trol using tear _gas. Four-
teen men were injured
t and four were sent to

hospital.  The hnstel?
huuses 3 500, )
A General -Mining

spnkEﬁman" ' said ; the'

‘ cause’of thelclashes had '

s not, yet been esIahlish,ed,, ;
“After 780" Basothnsa
refused ' to ' go..on; shift

' and demanded repatiia-’

tion, a long series of dis-
cussions, were held with
the mine management.,
¢ The NINEers were
addressed by the general
manager of Buffelsfon-
tein, Mr. Touis Grobler,
and Chief Malapa. About
600 remained determined
to be sent home.
The: mme
14 500 Blacks. -

employs
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MASOABI MOTSETA and

A SENSATIONMAI legal bat-
tle for internatior al finance
and a tug of war cver staff1s
emerging from the continu-
ing row over the crisis-hit
University of Botswana,
Lesotho and Swaziland
Donors around the world,
who keep the university go-
Ing. were told this weekend
not to give any funds to the
breakaway Lesotho Govern-
“ment and the National
University of Lesothe 1t
created a week ago
At the same time,
“academtc staff at the Roma
(Lesotho} campus have
been invited to take up jobs
in Botswana and Swaziland
and many are expected to
«accept A mass exodus of
statt 1s now forecast and
this — combined with the
strangling of tunds — could
render the Lesotho Govern-
ment s new child stiliborn

A

3

+

Crisis

The new crisis poses the
sreatest chdllenge to the
authority and reputation of
Chief Leabua Jonathan's
Lesotho Government since
1t seized power five years
ago It could trigger far-
reaching consequences, es-

pecially 1 respect of
J.esotho's mternational
1mag

It mﬂ springs from the row

over the continued appoint-
ment of the university’s
Vice-Chancellor, Professor
'Cyril  Rogers  Lesotho
3

This
world

S=TAN MAHER:

_~ weekend donors around the
wvere asked not to give funds to

the L e=sgotho Government or its new

child,

LesotllEao. And a

the National

University of
mass exodus of

acade= mmijc staff from _.umono to
Botsva™ @ana and Swaziland is expected

in thee
latest

next few weeks. These are the
developments

in a dispute

whiclemm could well shake the credibility

of Ch
ment

E ef Leabua Jonathan’s Govern-
abroad and make a lot of In-

fluentl— & al people take a hard, new look

at hisae

mplacabe» 2%  opposed his
reappoinEE®—_x1ient, 1n spite ot
the desir— == of the other two
partners 2 1 the joint venture
to retain s services

Last w— «eKk Chief Jonathan
pushed e=—3IM ergency legisla-
tion thre—>»wagh his National
Assembl¥==.~ to turn the Roma
campus cme——>» 1 the joint umver-
sity mmtoc—am za new National
Universiy®E_—_~ of Lesotho un-
der direc—= € Government corn-
trol

His gau = ocratic achon has
incensed the Botswana and
Swazilane. . =1 Governments, as
well as t— - Eae autonomous un-
iversity » =x—=ounci The result
was that—~  the two couniries

recalled some 300 of thelr
students f£from Roma at the
weekend. —

Urgentr#_ 1y needed accom-

modatior— = and classroom
facilities = are now being
provided = _ &t the campuses in

intolerant regime.

Gaborone and Kwa Luseni
The s1igns are clear
Botswana and Swaziland
will go it alone together
leaving Lesotho to sink or
SWim

Behind the scenes maves
at the weekend mmcluded 1n-
structions to the « UBLS
donors 1n Britamn, Scan-
dinavia, the United States
and at the Umted Nations
asking them not to release
funds except (o people
nominated by the university
counci

The 1ntention 1s clearly to
cut off Lesotho's access to
these funds

In addition, a Lesotho
bank holding R500 000 of the
jomnt university’s money has
been told not to release 1t to
anyone but the umversity
council

The mstruction directly
contlicts one 1ssued by the

‘Mail’ Africa Bureau

L.esotho Government, which
wants the tunds released
only to 1itself or the new
Lesotho university

A massive legal battie for
control of the finances 1s in
the otiing

The council also sent a
messenger — fearing that a
telex message might not
reach 1ts destination — to
Roma at the weekend He
told academic staff to
carefully consider their
position — 1t they jomned the
new Lesotho umniversity
they would have broken
their contracts with UBLS

Fertile

The seed fell on fertile
ground Fifty-nine of the 70
lecturers at Roma are ex-
pairiates and they are wor-
rned about their jobs
Primary and secondary
school teachers 1n Lesotho
have been paid 1rregularly
over the past year and the
lecturers feel they may be
treated no better

Of the 11 Basotho lec-
turers at Roma, only five
have senior degrees Only
one 1s a professor — and his
nomination as Pro Vice-
Chancellor at Roma was op-
posed by the Lesotho
Government, indicating that
he 1s not beloved by the es-
“tablishment

Hotel accommodation has
already been reserved for
Roma Jecturers 1n
Botswana and Swaziland

and more staff houses are
being built in Gaborone

Sigmficantly, there 15 a
growing exodus of civil ser-
vants from Lesotho, with as
manv as a dozen at a time
arnving in Gaborone, from
week to week

Reasons 1include the tense
political situation in Lesotho
and 1rregular payment of
salaries

In tact, highly-placed
sources 1n Swaziland have
expressed a willingness to
share m the exodus of
professional men from
Lesotho smnce almost all
have sought ' exile in
Botswana up to now

Doubt

An estimated 85 Basotho
lecturers are teaching at un-
iversities abroad and will
not return to Lesotho to live
under Chief Jonathan s
regime

The viabilitv of the new
Lesothe university  must
now be seriously 1n doubt
The monthly salary bill for
UBLS tior all three cam-
puses was R160 000 of which
R60 000 went to Lesotho

The buik of it came from
the overseas donors, some
of whom are perturbed
ahout the successive (rises
in the university

The three governments
paid one another fees for

students attending cam-
puses n one ancther's
countries At  present

Lesotho owes Swazlland

R50 000 and Botswana R20 0-
J0 1n such tees

Complicated

The nationalisation of
Roma has also complicated
the Junior Ceriificate ex-
ams which pupils of all
three countries are due to
write " next - month
Representatives of the three
governments are normally
present for marking of
papers in Maseru, but the
current ‘‘cold war’’ makes
this highly embarrassing for

all
It

CHIEE LEABUA JONATHAN
greatest challenge to his authority

[t 15 clear that Chet
Jonathan s government 1s
tacing the greatest chal-
lenge to 1ts mmage since 1t
held on to power tilegally
atter the 1970 elections were
can¢elled

During those five vears 1t
has been repeatedls
branded as tvrannical

seltish 2a1d intolerant It has
survived all the trequent
selt-created embarrass-
ments 1t has had to endure

It mav find the present
one less easy to throw oft
Bontswana and Swaziland
tried to make the jomnt un-
wiversify work 1n spite of
what thev term the In-
terterence of the Lesotho
Government,

It 1s the same autocratic
intolerant attitude which
Basotho 1n opposition have
repeatedly complained of
which 15 blamed for the
break-up ot the university

L.esotho delegates on the

2o

.- ..-
Al

facing the

university council have be
accused ot failling to ha
mandates on major issue
F.ach and every decision hg
had to be referred by therg
to Chiet Jonathan's Gover
ment making a mockery
the couneill s  supposed
autonomy

All this 1s now 1n the open
A hard relentless legal bat-
tle over the umversity’s
funds assets and reputation
1s now tn the offing — one
which could well end 1n the
International Court of
Justice

FFor the first time accusa-
tions made against Chief
Jonathan's Government —
accusations of ntolerance
arrogance and  docuble-
dealing — have led tf¢ an
inter-governmental dispute

It 1s a situation which this

time the Lesotho Govern-
ment will not find so easy to
wriggle out of or to
whitewash
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Mines pay gap
1S widening

By PATRICK LAURENCE
THE pay gap bhetween
Black and White miners
widened in the early 1970s
1in spite of a sharp increase

in Black wages, Dr Fran-
cis Wilson of the Univer-
sity of Cape Town said last
night

Addressing a conference
on migrant lajour in Jo-
hannesburg, Dr Wilson
said average Black wages
on gold mines, more than
doubled from R208 to RB65

a year between ‘1871, 4nd

1974,
During the same period

average White wages 1n-
creased by a small percen-
{age from R4 329 to R6 974

The higher percentage
increase on Black wages
meant that during the four
year period the ratio of

* White—Black wages drop-

ped from 21.1 fo 12:1, Dr
Wilson said.
, But the gap in actual
money recéived or what he
described as ‘“real terms”
widened, In 1871 the dif-
ference 1n average wages
was R4 159 and 1n 1974 1t
was R4 641

The increased  gap
amount {o a 12 per cent
widening 1n the White —

Black wage gap on gold

- mines, -

“Although the gap I

'ratio ferms was getting

very much better, .the dif-
ference 1n absolute terms
was getting wider.”

In another address Pro-

J,J‘

|

| forcefully separated- from
their wives’ in the home- -

¢

fessor Lawrence Schlem-.

mer of the Umversity of
Natal questioned the as-
sumption that migrdnt
workers had .3 rural base

in the homelands which |

acted as an economic
*sheet anchor", i

Studies in the Ciskei and
the Transkeir showed that
many households had less

than one hectare of land?

some no land at all,
He went on tp question
another assumpiion often
used to defend migrant
labour - the belief that
the cost of living n the
homelands or rural areas
was markedly lower than
111“\‘:!?#:&1 cities, ‘ tlgu e
ance a res fo
1975 shows that the cost
of living in rural areas is
not markedly lower than
that 1n the  large urban
areas”, he said, - ‘

h The minimum living level . |
“— for the arurazltl areas of Natal
3 was R78:in Mﬁ?, k

ﬁgﬂan
o, and ,that for the
Venda andq Lebowa borttiiéi'

areas in July, ‘1975, more

than RB5 — .apainst the
Durban figure fg:r Febru-
ary of'R81, 0o
In a3 third address to the
conference—orgamised 'b
the ecumemcal 1ndustrial

L

e pr rmr — ey ——

-  gpem

mission—Dean Desmond
Tutu : of the . Anglican |

Church asked whether
time had not come for the
church to reconsider its at-

the .

:
]
A
!

titude to migrant labourers

who took a temporary

“spouse” " in the _urban .

areas, :
Many of these men were

lands” because of the 'mi-
grant labour 'system.. : ‘.

*] between the contracting -

“There is no deception

parties since the woman

. entered into’ thig relation:-|
in the full knowledge -

er husband has an- °

Shipn
. that h
' other family in the rural
area,” Dean Tutu said, °

[—

-t
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| Mig

| called evil
JOHANNESBURG ~— The «jle remmds us'of the b
.Lesotho Membet of Parha-  glorious past — of the
ment and former aunister  civilising mission through
‘of Commerce and indus- teaching the natives good

. try.-Mr J. R Mpoitse, yes- habits, indusicy andobedi-

 terday  described ” ,the ence

South ~African mgrant «The abohtion of this

: 1abour -system as “explol- evil system would consfi- |.
tation Without TYesponsi-  tute the humamsation of |
ity South Africa, the recognl-
+"The mmgrant worker tion 'of ‘the gaered msti-
stood as a vequnder, not  fution -of marriage, and
of aggressive free anter-  the restoration of the dig-

. prise, bui of _#gystematie ' mty of .the human per-

-~

' exploltation without  son' 'Mr Moitse said
social or moral responsl- What effects would the
ilbﬂlt}h’_’ Mr Molitse said 1n mmpending struggle for -
i a paper circulaged- at a dependence 1n Rhodesia
migrant: Jabour symposium and .South West Africa
-t gn airport hotel near. “have? Would this further
" here. , harden the line towards
- Geyeral ' South African - ..greater rigidity or would
MPs and. representatives  1t” produce 1011%- awalted
of most major churches  changes which alone could
are attending the sym-  avert the approaching
| posium as well as a strong  conflict. with wiolence?

1

A

Idélegatmn’ from Lesotho wphese ‘are questlans
' Y Hes (the migrant) has  winch willk remain unan-
provided’ the’ apartherd  swered as long as we 1¢
| systemr _with profound fuse to framkly face the ¥

el

qatmnahsgtfun,“ Mr Moitse @ problem,” MrMoitse said
1 ,Eai_d,' o = o f — SAPA. | '

r -

/" 1 Te '
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-4 Addressing students gt
‘Roma campusg, he Said the -
~Umversity ‘should consider

e‘stabhshmg an ndustral
Zelations . centre for re-
Search 1nto the phight of
migrant laboureys,

. Mr Moitse described the

System  as explortation

¢rs had denounced it a4
evil and unchnstian,

only in the muscleg of the
labourers and did pot
Provide the gpers) Infra-
structure tq enable fam;-
lies to dccompany them,
. Home , governments
should pregg for a greater
Share of the taxes. now

. % The South African Gov-,-
ernment  was Interested

=

— ___._-_l_-'_'-‘—_'—-—.-\_.________a-
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] lean go)q
0 atiract an increasing humber of
asothg minewurkers,

0 the manager gf the
2. organisation here, Mr M. 8.
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Drop 'n@
Basoth
2

e R
-miner
MASERU . The recrujt-
of Basothg mine
workers ¢o the South, £i11-
can’ golgd mines dropped

last month, compared with
the figure 'for A

year, the mine labour or-

€r's were recruted in'Apr]
this  year, ang 8751 in
April last year L *
But the numpey of Ba-
Sotho actually working on

mines

Payments rose to Just. over

Rl-million in April, from
'R735 000 1p April

I Year — Sapa

the gold mines has 'rigen

April's figures
show I.ast year there were
77 918 working g¢n the

The amount of deférred

M
76

L e R

last

ptov ‘ 0
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re And t ) Lesotho clamms Trans- o :QUOQ/
c 5 .
rﬁ‘!@ Dé?@mb%g _!: 1%9?‘ Staﬁ ReportTr ker has closed the borger
9

A 1LESOTIEYy  workers afe

T'IEHJISE ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬁﬁf‘lq U but Transke; has dened

~.1 agaln crna};ing tht?* bﬂrd;,; eh1s ? 3)
B@Q‘ %?mq A inlu Transkey on tacly v k. the Uni-
n South Aflri- in New Yur @
NIIDARD: . QIRGRIES -~---‘--‘-f"*'--t'-‘- Eg the mincs | ttd Nations Secuut:; Coun- smacbrtl | 0 1

he general manager of  ¢fl will begin private con
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= “% E‘%@%’%&- ﬂ;%k(%;ﬁ Eﬁgm‘ggrczf I&.imec Mr A South Africa, Sapa ieuyter E}%ﬁ D
LE K@ﬁ ¢ Fleischer, said recruil-  reports o) :Lé@ulop - P
3 gé 3 ging v the south of “est Lecotho asked on Thurse M¥Ei21igne
A8 THE H the b A almort back 10 gay tdhat atlhﬁnatm:tluggz:l | [ensed -~ 3
nOrnia er e 5l
. a;kﬁ C flca ‘g g Last month recrunters S ated by the closing of E.ﬁﬂg i Jay0 - q
. A E2Y 3 started  turning  WOTE- 0 "yoider with Transke:

cha's
- Liﬁ@fxce es L.ettr ;?EIEDZSE ﬁ*f-:g}g litqhqaﬂ the Because Lesnthntanilgi ;h; Jnlveﬁﬁifﬂm - P
Bordeaux, 14prakencherg above Trans- UN consider tha ‘Juite

d kep fs still part of South 315'[
- MaItrlse s Lett ;Iftmethi ‘:E:;;E tfefgslelé“rtheaﬂ Africa, the complaint argity of
= 024 most Lesotho eitizens were Eba'j”t dlﬁ,ﬁim%”rgﬁnf;tﬂ s‘%ﬁi HQ i
? é" il' ihaving no trouble geiling Eesubhc 113 VUJ.SOAJ.
! over the border P
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Such a road, with itstwisting, % _ .
tortuous  tracks  lmking * h :I
Semonkong with Maseru, —
the capital, brings with 1t ' . §
greater challenges for the , i |

project.

(Rsght) = - - %

Two 'sticks protruding from
the thatch over the door i1s
the Basuto way of spreading
the news “New born
child here”” But who helped
this mother to bnng her child
into the world?

i L

r ¥ M
In October 1976, the Con-
ference of the Methodist
Church approved the erec-
tion of a hospital at Semon-
kong, deep in the heart of
Lesotho

At present 25 000 people
in 379 remote mountam vil-
lages are served by a small
Government Clinic staffed
by one sister — there 1S no
doctor

The journey from Maseru
to Semonkong  takes
twelve hours with a four-

wheel drive vehicle
through dangerous and
hazardous passes and

several days on horseback.
But many are too sick to
travel-this way and many
emergency cases die
before they c¢an reach
medical assistance That 1s

why a hospital in the heart

of this mountamnous region
IS 50 desperately needed

The Methodist Church

has committed itself to
raising the money required
to provide and mamntain
the hospital building and
doctors and hospital staff.

These pictures, taken by
the Rev Malcolm Pearse,
capture something of the
struggles and determina-
tion of the people of
Lesotho The Methodist
Church has ‘pitched its
tent” with them and needs
R350 000 to make conerete
its commitment Building
cannot begm untit suffici-
ent money 1S forthcoming

Donations can be sent to
the Rev Hedley Sleath,
Lesotho Methodist Mis-
sion, PO Box 81, Maseru,
Lesotho

——
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The site of the projected hospital lies at the heart of Lesotho,
Asterisks indicate other hospitals in the country.

—

-

- 1
barag g e P sl BLT | T g o TRy o T U TR FETEE T I U P a—_— ] .

d

Old ::-lg_e_ad :ﬁfihﬁ:ty e medical I hoo

-

o TR T R R M ] -

nd youth ,

'l!_‘rlﬁj:f T e ko L S | ,— —— - e e B e e D i i i



ENID RHODES
Bloemfontein
TIMES are hard,
but a trained
worker is a happy

— ee—— e ]

is not “to
White man

uctive

make the
rich'.

Where the Centre’s ap-
tttude tests show that a
worker 15 completely un-
suitable for ftraining mn

|

S S % a specific field the em-
apd maore pI'OdlIC- W b oy % - % " ployer is told immediate.
ive wo o ™ | * ¢, % ly, and no charge 1is
t rker who ;“ d h
will be of more o AT e made |
value to the em- . © e paﬂmn cugrmgﬁil;enthgfst 2
ployer. T e dents take part mn an
Worlang on the basis . =3 ot orientation ceremony, |
that unproductive Afr- , U PR X S T where their new status
can labour can only harm 4 % ¥ ‘ 15 explained — that they
the economy of the coun- 3 N ; Y b E have only learned the |
try, Boithusong — Sotho g f %} 5 " ;*“ T w»  basies permitted by le-
for “the place where I -t % “’“ w gislation, that they are
learn to help myself” — E ~ B ; U not tradesmen which
was opened in April 1975, r " - “i s, 38 would take 3 to b years:
Boithusong, at the en- . BN .- that there will not neces-
trance to the African T j sarily be an immediate F
townships of Bloemfon- . mcerease 1n salary, and
tein, was the Hrst of . % Ky o~ that speed will come with
eight simillar centres . - e Ve | practice.
= Mt ¥
tligr;:mghout South ﬁsrtﬁ‘l ; Bt PR | Centres such as Boithu-
s not a State . K3 i song d t
tion but 1t does carry | R I 'Y g do not provide |
F ) 4 .} La 1 fﬂﬂnal Sﬂhﬂﬂlmg WDI‘k‘
the approval of the el - eérs cannot be sent, as
Government. - s S '
Since the beginning of E 1 RN ST T S ) ?duits, for years of
January this year, in ) s PR e e § ormal schooling, but mil-
terms of the Bantu Fm- B '~ AT . lions of people who have
ployees In-service Tran- o ! had no schooling at all
ing Act 1976 all em- Lo N \ o can be taught to be more

plovers pay a levy for
Afrean staff, which s
used for the running of
centres such as Boithu
sOng,

Tax relief

Mr, Nicholas Olls, Prin-
cipal of Boithusong, said
that many employers of
African labour were pay-
ing top wages for mni-
mum output. They were
reluctant to spend money
on trammng but 1f the
proficiency of African
workers was Improved
greater productivity
could be achieved.

A turther incentive to

employers to send em-
ployees on such courses

T “Was that substantial tax
relief could be obtained.

A FULLY equipped workshop at Boithusong Training Centre,
an opportunity to improve thewr skills in the motor trade
Instructor in the Repair Shop

Employers may <claim
double what 1t costs to
send a worker on an ap-
proved traiming cowrse.

Boithusong can offer
about 40 different
courses, al designed to
improve the abiity of
African workers to do
jobs which they are per.
mitted to do in terms of
industrial legislation.
Ionger, more detailed,
courses are also avau-
able, but only for Afn-

cans who will work in the
homelands,

Courses can be de-
veloped to suit the re-
quirements of the em-
ployer. They will, how-
ever, be submitted for
approval to ensure that
they comply with re-
quirements for work that
may legally be under-
taken by Africans,

Regular courses of-
fered by the Centre in.
ciude huilding -- brick-

laying, plastering, plumb.
ing, painting, electrical
and carpentry, the motor

trade -~ repair shop as-
sistant, service bay at-
tendants, tractor mainte.
nance, gas and are weld-
ing: and for electrieal
linesmen, c¢ooks, super-
visors, switchboard
operators, salesmen and
shop assistants,

Mr. Ols said that
workers who had at-
tended courses at Boi

- f‘ J:_r_" el I 1 L 1 1 —J:_ . Y

Bloemfontein, offers African workers
Mr. Len de Kramer (nght) is Chief

thugong were found to
have increased produc-
tivity -— some by as
nmuch as 100 per cent.
But even a 10 per cent
initial mmprovement could

be of benefit to employ-
ars.

Induction

All students undergo

an induection  course

durmg which it 15 ex-
plained to them that the
necessity to work and be

P
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proficient at their jobs,
Gaining

Mr., Olls found that
some emplayers were still
reluctant to use the facu-
ities but recognition of

the benefits of training
was gaming ground.

Figures showed that in

the first nine months of
Boithusong’s operation
only 114 workers atten.
ded the various eourses.
In its second year, over
a sumilar period, 900

workers had attended
courses,

The centre’s cafeteria

provides two balanced
meals a day and hostel
accommodation, within
watking distance, is avail-
able. A reasonable charge
is made for these ‘faeil-

ities, %.nd* employers” also®.
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At the conirols — the first black fli
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By PAT
FARLEY

TWO BLACK pilots
scheoled in one of
the most unforgiving
flving areas 1n the
world — among the
peaks of Lesotho —
have become South-

FY

Ntlaloe, left, and Captain Watson Molapo

WWhen vou heecr ‘This is your

o J

ke de

ght captains in Southern Africa, Captain Nat

iein speaking’ you know

it’s either pilc! Naf
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ern Africa’s first S
o quine weee  OF pilof Molapo up fronf
flight’ capiains. ] J u l' On

For “the past three A ’ used to let me go along -
years they have been : 4 o8 for the ride. Up there -
buildingaup flying hours " - i fa among the mountains is
at the vontrols ef the , . & - when ¥ really started
aireraft of Lesothe Air- v . getting interested in
ways, cani:ying tjl?aﬂh?nlzl »0r B d By Lesotho Airways learning to fly myseli,”
supplies into the Mg e : : i3etat said Jake,
altlfude, chort arrstrips R chief pilot Riichie de ‘ )
seattered around the , Montalk: Said chief pilot De =
mountain kmgdom. . F Montalk: “I must say -

Now after intensive o ! . " these chaps have done
training under Lesotho » . # must say ihese chapsS  very well — we are reals
Airways chief pitot Cap- TR have done very well — Iy proud of them. After
tamn Ritchie de Montalk, ¢f s oo RS w o £ nearly three years of
the two have bheen . We are really proud 0 flying in Lesotho they
awarded their own cap- them . . They have *:ﬂ-.rl;fh thﬁrnughly i:amlliar

, . * :; all our route

tain’s stripes T i | passed every test |  procedures. 5 and

. Ralings

Captain Nat Ntlaloe,

3 a1, and Captain Watson

Molapo, 28, hegan their
flying careers only four
yedars agoe at a flying
school in Perth
Scotland, Both had heen
picked from scores of
applicants by a special
committee of Lesoiho’s
Department of Civil
Aviation for a special
pilot-training scheme

sponsored by the UN In- Spok wazi
training while employed traimng wouid e esmen for S L

ternational = CWH o000 ofiots and pilots on  subsidised.” Air and Air Botswana

confirmed that no

Awviation Organisation.
Both graduated from
the school in September
1974, with their British
commercial pilets h-

TT
R

nen-passenger flights by
Lesotho Airways.

“Y g2lways used to
dream about flyving and

could devise for them.
And it’'s by no means

fu

here,

n-of-the-mull flying up
where most of

the airsirips are in the
mountains at heights

of

2000 metres, and

very shori.

A third Basuto pilot

aiming for his captamy’s
stripes is Jake Moorosi,
27. who had his initial

Tetsed

“They have worked
very hard and have pas-
seqd every test I could de-
vise for them. And 1t 1s
by no means run-of-the.
mill flying up here,
where most of the amr
strips are 1n the moun.
tains at heights, over
2000 metres and very
short,”

civilian black pilot has
vet reached first officer
or captamm’s rank. It is
understood that a num-

cences and top marks I used to wateh the aire training in Nigeria un- her of DbBotswana
for the course. They craft landing and taking der the ICAOQ subsidy  blacks are undergoing
have ratings for single. off here at Maserun,” and has 800 hours in his military flying training.
and twin-engine aureraft, recalled Captain Molapo flying log.

Last year Lesotho

mstrument flymmg and

of his evarth-bound days.

“] used to work for

Afrways carried 18 60D

mght flying,
Until they won their “But there was no Lesotho Airways as passengers and 450000
captain’s ratmgs this chance to learn to fly 1n ground crew, but kilograms of eargo in

month they had un-
dergone continuous

[ S—

Lesotho until I saw an
advertisement saying

whenever there was a
spare seat the chief pilot

and out of 25 remote
Lesotho airstrips.

M




|

STAR Zoﬁz ‘7”7

=+ -

el

" | o} ﬁi‘j‘“‘ﬁfuh“‘“‘
¥ 'I:'“,l'ifgnl - =

TR ,--." =
w oy o
£ J*unuﬁr_"am_
1
R
@ /¥ J*

a.“!

s

Eh Loy =t
ST

~F
P b
gt

T
ir b
o l'%ﬁ"'i

The Star Bureau

LONDON — A TDominican é:mnm:—
Peter Saunders, who hives 1n Lesatho, &
Basotho are workmﬂ in “sub-human condi
in South Africa, and that Britons sho
something about it -

L] L)

L

In a BBC radio inter- e
view, he recalled that Bi- Ja S F
tish  1nvestment m South ANV
Africa iepresenied 40 e
percent of all British Lo
overseas investment ‘ r]* :ti;LM;

“Because  shareholders it s
i1 Brifain are (onsiderah- e ""Ffﬁ:
Iv enriched by the fact APULIR
that these men 1 South Pt T
Africa arg working in Sub- b B
human conditions, 1t 18 e
quile plain that thore 19 0 RN A
tesponsibility  over here L
hoth te know about 1t and ¢ ;';:f:;;
{io try to do something boovay
aboul 11,” he said : R

Britons could: de LR
something about 1t hy u'*ﬁ‘,*ﬁ
“bhimaing the rght kind .
of pressures to bear on L b
the big multinational coi- ;o

I

pmations and so forth
\

POOR 1FOOD

o —l— - i =N o —l— A
L
F
-y

41y Yy
11 ,«:. 7 Hﬁt;

Father Saunders sald T
voung BPasptho waere R
processed  through “an SEEL
eaticmely  tnhuman  sys-
tem"”  6f mtiation  into ! e
mine labour W
They hved isolated I X
Ines, the food was Very | . Thy
poor, and they were aften ' AR
compelled to spend their LRGN |
money on buying food Ot
[rom company &hops in ! v T
thesr compounds | LT
The hostels in  which | 1r,.‘n"fl;'ﬁq
they lived wcte often ex- R
{remely oveicrowded “In | RITEN
all kinds of ways, the hfe SIS
is extremely inhuman,” T, L
he said e }.E;Fﬁ-ﬂ
Forty percent of Leso- | C gy
tho's enthie male popula- | EN ]
tion, whith represented NS
about 180 percent of those | Vo ;‘L
bétween 20 and 40, wor- o
hed m the South African Ty
nmines, or other jobs n TS
South Africa, he said, TR
“Very little has been | R
done efther to study ibewr IR
sifuation, or tg ség In MR
what waysTit can be made .1
mole hunan, and-. these I
are the kind of things I'm 0 o
discusgiiy  w1th. péople B
aver here? , o K GL

o | -E ?H-an‘h
Eiwtm t
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set, up & footwear factory
in. Lesotho »~— the ‘second I, U
established there. . aley

' ] The oRe already
-G, Iy operating has heen set.
ap -h¥r Jaguay Shoes of
I';eﬁemnaﬁtmhu}'g : L
s nakmg a wide canse '02cd &

y

ang . ‘har* o | of Lmens, women’s- and 1"se Y Make th

: 7
0. T. H. Beier has now Th .
gigned ag'reements’ with Eﬁ; anc) @Se
the Lesotho National | the g, are
L

Development Corporatioll ° . tﬁmﬁ_&ﬂ,

b LI AT, e, ()
Q9513 TRlRT Ic, v wear. : : BF thog

Mﬁthﬁi' ‘Purban com- Mism
Jsp R I - 1 pany,” Gallant Clothung bh W1th
AR ) G '* Manufacturers, has .been an capy

=R

4, malking Cewomen's and P&
chyldren’s L clothung 10 QQE“EQ

Jr

Leésotho simce 1978

'i‘he managing ﬂirm:tdr !
of the Corporation, Sam
Monts, sai_d Lesu_thu was f S, A

'_]:;"‘L‘;' 1'1 i
H. lf"}'i E};ﬂ*:_n Hlﬂtr N lhuu_.::

&) i - AlNAS . o l
rnsteln t 'r L'"f.l _‘Jr-'ﬁ ,v . 'Jl!]' .]
3

-
»; £

E R AR L
2 H, ' tractive to South Afmcan

N  companies as 1t provided

¥ them .with 20 _ OppoT-

~]  tunity ‘to peunetrate the

wa Eurepean Comméon’

Pein 1.1 warket with goods on 2

' , 4 duty-free basis under the

Lome Convention Ylist
Lesotho also offered,an 5 7

effective ; location | for 978
husinesses wishings to ex
pand their: q:xpurt:s to
African ,markets ~which
restricted - OF prnhlbiteﬁ

*t;rp,d&wwhttha Republic. UWsp,
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Bank strike 1n I.esotho

OHANNESBURG . affected by the «trike 15 has been 1esolved

Several hundred em- the Lesotho Bank, which
ployees of the major 15 sponsored by the
commercial banks Lesotho Government

throughout Lesotho
Customers were con- about the conditions of

went on strike vesterday
fronted by notices Oi service, salaries and

: The two major banks
Q affected by the strike are EﬁgkngE{E;a%ﬁgn;hﬁ% other fringe benefits

glfmslggdigiif I;Ei{ei?;? Bank Employees had None of the stnking
fional Both hanks have given notice of 1ndust- staff weie prepaied 10
\9 {heir headquanlers 1n al action and that the comment on the 158ue as
\ London banks would be unable the leaders for the union
o provide banking ser- weore holding talks with

The only bank not wvices until ihe dispute management — pDC

-'_..._.-—I—I-—_"—_'

1t 15 understood that
employees ot these
banks are complaining
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By MIKE PITSO ., _

SEVERAL hundred employ-
ees of Lesotho’s major
comimercial banks went
on strike yesterday. -

The two banks most affected
by the strike were the
Standard Bank and Bar-
da{f’ Bank International.

{ | © Bofh banks have thewr

- headquarters m London,

l The only bank not affected by

the strike was the Lesotho
Bank, ‘which is sponsored
by, " . the esotho

- Government.’ - -

Bank customers throughout
the couniry were COI-

t | | fronted’ by mnolices ex-

2 plaining the shutdown, |
l The notices read. “The Le-

sotho Union’of Bank Em-

. plt:lyeps has given notice of

industrial action, com-
mencing on the 22nd Feb-
ruary In the eircum-

; stances, the banks will be

4 unable to, prownde the

1| - banking services from

: that date until such time

= as the dispute has been
resolved.” - ._

It is understood that bank § §
employees are complain-

g ahout ,conditions of
service, salaries and

_fringe benefits.

None of the striking staff
were prepared, to com-
ment as their leaders
were holding talks with
management behind
closed doors.

The Lesotho Muustry of Em- | #
ployment, Planmng and § 3
Econorme Affairs has ap-
pealed to strikers to call
off their action to permit
banks to continue busi-
ness. A mediator has al- | ¢
ready been apsninted, the | }
ministry adde :

-
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continues\

Malil Correspondent

MASERU, — The strike by
employees of Lesotho's two
major commercial banks
continued yesterday.

'Employees of the Standard |

Batk and Barclays Bank In-
ternational began their strike
on Monday Sources yester-
day said the Mimstry of Fi-
nance was expected to mnter-

vene in the dispute and staff,

may return to work today.,
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By MIKE PITSO

| MASERU., — Several hundred staff members of 1o major

?ummerclal banks 1n Lesotho went on strike yesterday, -
The two banks affected by the strike are Barclays Bank |

International and Standard Bank, both of which have their

headquarters in Londen. Only the government-founded ‘Le- |

sotho Bank was open for business,

Members of the Lesotho Umon of Banking Employees _
(LUBE) are angry over_an alleged discrimunatory salary
structure imposed by the London headquarters of these banks
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Bank ifa
strikety

goes On

By MIKE PITSO

MASERU — The strike by
bani employees 1n Lesotho
entered 1is second day ves-
terday without any sign of a
settlement with the manage
ments of Barclavs and Stan-
dard banks

Several bundred members
of the Lesotho Union of Bank
Emplovees {Lube) wen! on
Strihe over an alleged dis-
crivninatory salary structure
set by the banks 1n London
Only the Government-found-
ed Lesotho Bank was open
for business yesterday

At the doors of both banks
the customers were confront-
ed with notices by the man-
agement informing them of
the strike and advising that
the banks would be re-opened
when the dispute was
resclved

There 15 a growing fear
that if the strike continues
indefimtely, 1t would will
have serious effects on the
economy

Some businessmen may
decide to bank their monev 1n
banks across the South Afri-
can border, ac the Lesotho
Bank cannot cope with the
volume

e (AN I AECE Prasm
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hold out

By MIKE PITSO

. MASERU — The1L strike by

several hundred bank em-
ployees throughout Le-
sotho entered its third day
%vesterday with-any cus-
omers stranded, mmclud-
ing seme of the most pros-
erous businessmen n
daseru
The two major commercial

banks affected by the,

strike are the Standard
Bank and Barclays Bank
. International, both of
which have therr head-
quarters mn London )
Members of the Lesotho
, Umion of Bank Employees
:{LUBE), who engineered
1the strike, are complain:
ing about an alleged dis-
criminatory salarg struc-
ture imposed by the
headquarters of these
banks 1n London
Only the Government-owned
Lesotho Bank was open
for business this week
The Lesotho Mimister of Eco-
nomic Affairs, Employ-
ment and Labour, Mr E_
Sekhonyana, said 1n a ra-
dio broadcast yesterday
that all attempfs made by
him to make the manage-
ment and employees serve
the public while their.dis-
Eute 15 bemng negofiated
ad failed. 't
He disclosed that he will now
| take up the matter with
the headquarters of the
banks~in London and, if

| there 1s no satisfactory re-

sponse, the Government
will take appropriate
action * "o,y

He said the trade union

movement in Lesotho was
l free .

1 o - —_ -_
. Y Ry S




to Lesotho strikers

Mail Correspondent

MASERU, — The Prime Min-
1ster'of Lesotho Chief Leabua
Jonathan has ordered the Le-
sotho Union of Bank Employ-
ees {0 end thewr four-da
strike and resume wor
today

The Lesotho Cabinet has
urged Chief Jonathan to en-
force powers vested in him
by the Lesotho Order of 1975
which relates to national
emergencies

In terms of these powers
Standard and Barclays banks
m Lesotho have been ordered
to start serving customers
from today.

-The order by the Prime
Minister 1s contained in Ga-

.

zette Extraordinary No 11
which appeared yesterday.
Chief Jonathan will also
appoint an arbhitrator, who
will act in the deadlocked
dispute between the manage- |
ments of the banks and the

-

bank employees. , T2

The employees went” on ¥
strike because of dissatisfac-
tion over a change m'thew
salary structures They want
their salaries to be on par
with those applying to the
banks’ branches 1n South
Africa 1

The managements on the
other hand argue that sala-
ries are decided by the cost of
ltving structure in the
countries,
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By JOHN MULCARY

JOHANNESBURG — The
Letseng-la-Terai diamond
mine 1n Lesotho, which 15
Jointly owned by De Beers
and the Lesotho Govern-
ment, is to close, and at
least 700 workers will be
retrenched

Letseng mine employs
792 workers and De
Beers says they will, “to
the maximum possible ex-
tent be reabsorbed within
the De Beers and Anglo
American groups. and
where this cannot be
achieved, compensation
will be paid as reguired
by law

i1 15 beheved that about
70 of the workers are ex-
patriots and will be ab-
sorbed elsewhere, but the
rest of the work-force 1s
hikelv to be retrenched

Yesterday s announcement
of the Letseng mine s closure
came hard on the heels of the
decision to cut the work-force
at De Beers Premier mine 1in
the Northern Transvaal by
498 people, and mighlights the
continuing depression tn the

diamond market.
De Beers which has a 75%

interest in lL.etseng, says the
mine has for some time been
operaiing at a loss, because of
cost 1nflation and the de

4+ K X X

De Beer

mpé -'fr!;e!" f}' iég-zf

in L.

pressed state of the diamond
market ‘ particularlv for the
larger high-qualits stones
which the Letseng mine
produces’

Letseng produced 52 92)
carats last year compared
with 53 714 carats 1in 1880, at
an average grade of 2.80 car-
ats/100 tons and diamonds
bigger than 10 carats consts
tuted 12¢ of the mine’s
production

The Letseng closure will
come about *on an orderls
basis over the coming
months’, says De Beers and
1t 15 believed the mine will fi
nally close 1n September

De Beers 1s clear]y keeping
1ts options open however,
and says* the plan to extend
the mine's hfe by developing
the satellite pit 1s for the time
being uneconomic’

In the annual report, pub
lished last month De Beers
sa1d that 1n August last year it
was decided to limit the
planned depth of the satellite
pit at Letseng to 100 metres
subject to the economic feas:
bility of mining to greater
depths being kept under
review

On current plans the pit
has a remaining hife of ahout
four ycars " the report added,
but circumstances have clear-
ly deteriorated since then

Mr Harry Cppenheimer
chawrman of De Beers hinted
at the possibibty of a mine
closure 1n an 1nterview with
the Wall Street Journal pub
Itshed earlier this week

With the exception of one
small mine about which dis
cussions were taking place,
Mr Oppenheimer satd '‘There
aren’t going t6 be any mine
closures this year we're
going to go more slowly
We ve got these stocks We
aren’'t going to be in need of
diamonds for some time "

In further disclosures to the
Wall Street Journal Mr Op-
penheimer said falling gem
sales could cause De Beers to
triim 1982 diamond production
slightlv more than the est)
mated drop to 13 800 000 car-
ats from 15500000 carats in
1981, excluding ouiput from
Jwaneng 1n Bolswana

He said De Beers was en-
couraging a decline 1n atten
dance at the Central Selling
Orgamisation's regular sights,
because “‘we mustn’t push
more diamonds on to this very
bad market than can be prop-
erly absorbed”

On a recent visi to Israel —
only the second time he has
been to that country — Mr Op-
penheimer told representa
tives of the Israeh diamond
Industry * we have got to be
In a position when times are
bad to accept the fact that we
are not going to sell very
many diamonds because 1if
we try to force diamonds on to
a market we will cause 3
disaster”

In an obvious reference to
the discouragement at CSO
sights, Mr Oppenheimer told
the Israeli cutters “It means
that we don't sell to some of
our oldest and most valued
customers, and this 1s sad for
them and very sad for us”

Dismissing speculation that
De Beers was losing control
of the world's diamond pro
duction, Mr Oppenheimer
sard ‘9t 15 important for us

tho

and for you that we at the
producing end of the business
control as large a proportion
of the production as
possible’

The new diamond discover
res and the new sources of
diamonds controtled drrectly
by De Beer< were far higher
than the diamonds produced
outside the group s direct
(onlrol Mr Oppenheimer
sa1d

1 do think it worth men
Lioming to you — because |
think 1t mav encourage you —
that in spite of the things that
have been much pubiicized,
like our no longer buving dia
monds from Zaire in spite of
discoveries of diamonds 1n
Australia the proportion of
the total world production of
diamonds which are directiy
produced within our group 1s
very much higher than 1t was
a few years ago, and this 1s
largely due to increased pro
ductive capacity 1n South
Africa and to maior discover
1es which we are responsible
for runnmng 1n Botswana

“Therefore, our position of
control 1n this industry is
greater — not less — than 1t
has been for very many vears
and 1 hope vou too will find
this encouraging "

De Beers was strong enough
not to force diamonds on an
unwilling market said Mr Op-
penheimer ‘We have made
sacrifices not to do so’

‘We have cut our dividend
but this has not happened 1n
all the vears since 1 have
been in business

“It 15 not agreeable that we
do this but we are economz
Ing to save money and we are
doing this to give ourselves
the financial strength to hoid
this 1ndustry together and 1t
15 our mntention our determi
nation to do so

“1 can tell you that we have
the resources io see this
through and we intend to see
it through”
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fired
banks

closed -

MASERU — Two com-
mercial banks here _
the Standard and Bare.
lays banks _—° were
closed indefinitely
yesterday morning
Notices to this effect

were dposted on their|:
0

front doors Yesterday

Twenty-one employees
were summarily dismis-
sed from the Barclays
Bank on Wednesday be-
cause of a disagreement
between management
and staff on the question
of overtime working con-
ditions

The Standard Bank
followed sujt yesterday
morning and dismissed
two of therr emplovees
for the same reagon The
rest of the Standard
Bank staff walked out in
sympathy, The manage-
ment of the two banks
put up notices to say that
the banks would be
closed indefinitely

This follows a similar
occurrence in April this
year when employees
claimed similar pay con-
ditions to those operat-
Ing in South Africa The
banks disagreed be-
Cause of differences 1
the cost of living be-
tween Lesotho and
South Africa At that
time the banks closed
for two days.

The government inter-
vened and persuaded
employees to go hack to
work — DDC
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“%Banks’ short weeks !

N
\f% MASERU — The Government of Lesotho has ordered the
-~ Standard Bank and Barclays International Bank fo remain
olosed on Tuesdays and Thursdays from July 20 to August 12
This 1s to enable the banks to clear a backlog of bank
statements and other correspondence to their customers
Mr B Phoofolo, Commussioner of Financial Institutions 1n
Lesotho, yesterday made a statement concermng circum-
stances at the two banks
They were placing customers at an mconvenience and they
were suffering financial loss as a result, he said )
The government had to protect the public agamst 1llegal
\, work stoppages such as had been experienced on several Y
\ occasions this year and had found 1t necessary to apply the \
provisions of the Essential Services Act, which makes such »

work stoppages 1llegal - W D _
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‘Lesotho will never nationa

By Stan Kennedy

Potentral South African
investors in Lesotho
have been given an
undertaking that their
enterprises will not be
natronalised.

Lesatho’s Minister of
Trade, Industry and
Tourtsm, Mr Mook!
Molapo, told a Mam-
power and Management
Foundation semipar on
Lesotho im Johanpes-
burg yesterday that
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about 30 foreigm ecom-
panies had established
ventures in his country

in the past 10 yeéars.

‘‘We Lave never ng-
tionaised and we will
continue with this poli-
cy.

He appealed to South
African industrialists to
help 1ncrease em-
ployment 1n his coun-

ry
‘My government re-

cognises that we do not

9.

% v .T.l.r-..-l-..-.-_.

have the tecdhnical
knowledge and capital
to make an impact
on our ndustrial and
commercial sectors, and
that we have to impoart
such knowledge and
capital, This would not
happen i we sot about
ﬂm policy of natieonalisa-
On.

“Promises we make
will be kept. We recog-
nise the element of
good faith and we shall

e g L LR S ....-.r_..lrf.-u__.ll-.r{.__.llqa.__..._.l..l.l..

keep our word when
we enter into commit-
menty with investors.”

The legitimacy of
private investors’ de-
mand for profits was
nef gquestioned, but
such a demand must
gake into account Leso-
tho’s equally legitimate
concern aver eguity
and fairness.

Lesotho, he said,
would be much _ua_”ﬁ_.
off if the ﬂmeEmu and

governments of South
Africa and Lesotho
agreed on a framework
of oooperation that
was founded on com-
mon interests and the
recognition of the ex-
plowtation of their com-
MON I'ESCUNCES.

“I# sometimes politic-
al rhetoric has seemed
to confuss the inferests
of our two countries,
let me say that neigh-
bours often quarrel

l..l.l.-nl...‘l..-r‘.&llfll.l-f-fl. Y r__-_...l-.} trlrlnll'l{l.{iit" b e " -.-.l:- T T HE{J ._l..l..l...._ P ey - L!l.-hill-.*ll.f...-qur.-.r-..lij.‘ —— g P{f%
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over hroken fences but
seldom over recogniged
neighbourly interests ™
Ha said Lesotho had
trade agreements with
a numbper of African
countrnes, including the
SADCC member coun-
fries, and was moving
to extend its trade

links and export mar-
kets to cover the entina
confinent
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Argus Bureau

"NEW YORK — South
Africa warned land-
' locked Lesotho last mght

that the jobs of its citi- B-- s S, 3
ens working in the Re- f. e !
public would be placed in DN ;’f‘*
" Jeopardy 1f the Lesotho & _— g
P Government continued o ke . -

" Mr David Steward,

- “harbour terrorists” EF :i

South African Ambassa. /. *.s;;,g;;,——hj%ﬂ;ﬁ? . g
L - ’ N

?

dor to the United Na. y
tions, told the\Security -
Council that his country ; W e J
would consider Lighten- | T

Ing border controls if Le-
sotho failed to clamp
down on the activities of
the African National
Congress (ANC)

CONDEMNED

Mr Steward was reply-
mg 10 a two-day debate
that has heard repeated
condemnation of South
 Africa for the strike

Mr David Steward

against ANC members rica and “forgetting
based in the Lesotho cap- peace”

' 1tal of Maseru last week, Mr Steward spent a
which PESUltEd In the large part of his half-
dEchS of more than 40 hour SPEECh dEtallng L.e-

' people sotho’s ecnomie depen-
¢ The South African del- depce on South Afrieca
: €gate also attacked the and sard his government
. United Nations for “urg- wanted to make an “ur-
tig war” in Southern Af- gent appeal to Lesotho to

border » -

H:".'H —

e ]

L T

el 1S attitude to
ouring of terror-

the harb
I1Sis '

He said the Govern-
ment beheved that the
majority of Basotho did
not support the Lesotho
Government in the stand
11 was taking regarding
the ANC

£d

and the Goverp-
ment of Lesotho will
have to accept the re-
sponsibihity if employ-
ment opportumities for
Its citizens are placed 1n
Jeopardy as a result uf'
more stringent move-| |
ment control measnyres
which South Africa wil)
have to introduce on the
border unless the Lesotho
Government changes 1ts
attitude,” he said

“It would be a matter
of great regret {o the
South African Govern-
ment were 1t to0 be com-
peiled to consider inst;-
tuting more restrietive
measures to control
movement across the

NO CHANCE:

Mr 'Steward also ac-
cused the British Goverp-
ment of “turning a blind
€ye” to terrorist attacks
against the Republzce

Britain was the only
Western country he
n%ned In his bitter crit)-
crsm of the Security
Council for not giving the
Pretoria a chance to
speak before a vote was
taken condemning the

South African rawd
o

-
L

.



The Star's Africa News Service

MASERU — South African gold mines last yoar paid

tho more than R111 million in deferred pay and
remutiances for Basotho miners

The R111 477 262 paid out was more than double the
1981 figure of R55 514 689

| The Lesotho manager of the Employment Burean
of Afriea, which recruits labour for the South Afrcan
rmines, Mr J A P Fitzsimmons, attributed the in-
crease to big wage rises on the mmes in the past

'Hu increase in Lesotho
1% {32 Sl 1
| miners pay?’ut fro (

The number of Basotho employed 1n the gold mines

Increased by only 2,59 percent from 71 1596 1n 198] to
73040

ey
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\ »",. port and Communications has eéxpressed con- |

o 'Lesotho anxious

- _over labour loss
DM %\B\My MIKEPITSO ,

o Mall Africa Bureau
“ .+ MASERU — The Lesotho Minister of Trans-

¢+t ¢ cern over the erosion of Lesotho manpower to
~. :the South African homelands

.« Speaking durinF a budget debate involving

v more than R2-million, Dr Xenneth Mdphathe

t  said because of a lack of patriotism, a large

number of mghly quahihed Basotho had left
the country to go to Transke: and Bophutha-
. ,iswana because they are being attracted by
- higher salaries ~
», __ The Lesotho Government had to traimn other
Basotho as redplacements and this was costly
as 1t 1nvolved overseas traming
vy He thanked the European Economie Com-
4 munity for helping to bmld 18 {mst offices n
remote areas of the country This had brought |
.7 the number of main post offices to 45 ., |
 #h7" He disclosed that the West German Gov- |
ernment has given Lesotho about R10-Mil}ion
-3 v 10 1mprove ‘air fields in remote areas.g
. n_ Dr Maphathe has warned tax owners in
.. '+ Lesotho to stop using small taxis. They shouid
} i use mim-busses to cut the accident rate,

)
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By MIKE PITSO

Mall Africa Bureau
MASERU — The Lesotho
Minister of Foreign and Eco-
nomic Affairs, Mr Everistus
Sekhonyana, has expressed
CONCEIT OVer TriSing unem-
plgyment In Lesotho

peaking 1n the National
Assembly this week during a
debate on development esti-
mates of R157-mitlion for the
1084/85 financal year, Mr
Sekhonyana samid unemploy-
ment had reached unprece-
dented proportions and the
gituation was expected to
worsen by the timne Basotho

-~ .
Lesothg“%nﬁe&fqnploﬁmen

nune workers in South Africa
are returned home

Mr Sekhonyana said South
Africa was coercing Lesotho
1o recognise bantustans

He warned the people of
Lesotho to be prepared for
more hardships when the
country 1s forced out of the
Southern Afniecan Customs
Union (SACU} and the Rand
Monitary Union He said 1t
was unfortunate that the
membership of two umons
were made up of unequal
Egrtners with South Africa

ing the giant within both
UnoNs

Lesotho, Botswana, South
Alrnica and Swaziland were
members of the SACU The
Rand Momtary Umon was
made up of Lesotho, Swaz-
land and South Africa

According to rehable
sources South Africa wants
the “homelands” to be ac-
cepted to the membership of
the SACU but Botswana, Le-
sotho and Swaziland have ar-
gued that the *“independent
homelands” were not signa-
tories to the union since its
forrnation which was renego-
tiated 1n 1979

t ‘serious’

Meanwhile, the Lesotho
Mimster of Information and
Broadcasting, Mr Desmond
S1x1she, said the over-nding
problem facing the Southern
African region was South Af.
rica’s apartheid policy

Mr Sixishe was inter-
viewed by SABC radio and
TV ecommentator Cliff
Saunders and the interview
was relayed on Radio Le-
sotho this week Hesaid Mr P
W Botha must open the gates
of Robben Island and talk to
ANC leader Nelson Mandela
over the problems of South
Afnica
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ALY, CAUSES

MASERU — There has been
an 8% decrease m the recruit-
ment of Basotho mneworkers
to the South African gold mimnes
in the mne months from Janu-
ary to September thig year
compared with the same period
last vear, according (o statis-
tics released by the Lesotho
Department of Labour ha-

seru vesterday
The statistics show that

ahout 54 000 Basotho were re-
crutted this year, whereas al-
most 60 000 were recrinted m
the first mmne roonths of last
year
The manager of the En}plny

ment Bureau of Afiiea | Teha),
Nfr Mike Hobson, who recrutis
lahonr for the mineh, attributed
this trend to the scarcity of
vacancies on the gold rmines at
present ‘The total strength of

had reached saturation pont x

'number of Basotho workers

3,19

™Y

The average onthly total

emploved on South African gnld
mn?esywas ahout 180 000
Their remittances to famulies
and relatives imn Lesotho
amounted to about Ri0-millien
from January to September 0
1979, as agawnst R-mullion the
previous year, while deferred
payment made {0 minewarkers
at the end of their coptracts
was R11 508 000 this year and
R10 500 000 durmng the eqmv-

alent period last year
According to offictal esth-

mates, about 50% of Lesgtho’s
adult male population worked
in South Africa

The substantial mcerease n
the remttances of mgrant
workers constituted about 42 ‘
of the country's gross nationdi

product — Sapd -
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claiming
wants to overthrow his re-
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has ac-

Chief Jonathan

that Pretoria

me and replace it Eﬂﬂl a
E‘llzmmzurfeat government His
accusations have been re-
jected by Mr PiK Botha a8
an attempt to blame South
Africa for his problems.

In September Chief Jona-

than atgended a conference
of nop-aligned states in
Cuba, where he launched a
scathing attack on South Af-
roa’s “pestitential system
of apartheid” and harged
South Africa with ‘‘acts of

harassment, shooting and.
humiliation” agamst Le-
sotho citi1zens. —
South Africa’s T
Mimster, Mr P W Baotha,

responded sharply to Chief

than’s speech, f‘Ynu _
gg: apla ing w?th fire if you
ailow Cubans to entér your.y =
country,”’ he tol::l Chiel?l
Jonathan “Pon t. pus -
thirigs too far.
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Union attacks -
UIF card move

=" e o

By STEVEN FRIEDMAN
' Labour Correspondent

MIGRANT workers ~whose
employers refuse to renew
their contracts — or end
them by firing the workers —
will now see this fact record-
ed on therr Unemployment
Insurance Fund cards

According to the director-
eneral of Manpower, Dr
" Piet van der Merwe, this
move 18 designed exclusively
for workers from *“indepen-
dent” homelands whose
money 18 paid over to separ-
ate unemployment funds in
the four homelands
. He sa1d it ‘was nec
for the authorities in these
areas to know whether work-
ers’ contracts had been ter-
, minated and that the change
had been made for this rea-
- BON

But yesterday the Metal
and Allied Workers Union is-
sued a statement sharply cri-

- facising the move.
It charged that the move
“prejudged” court cases in
which the right of employers
10 terminate or refuse to re-
new contracts was being
challenged

The UIF cards must be
submutted to the authorties

by workers if they have lost
their jobs and want to claim
unemplioyment benefits

Employers are required to
£ill in n;y the cardrtiqe reason
the worker has lost the job
Until! now, three reasons
were listed — resignation, re-
trenchment or “other”. Now
a fourth has been added ter-
mination or pon-renewal of a
contract.

Mawu's spokesman sad
this would enable TIF au-
thorities io 1dentify whether
workers ‘were mugrants

If were, they would
not be able to claam benefits
in the axties but would be sent
back to the homelands to
claam them.

“We also believe this new
clause endorses the right of
employers to end or refuse to
renew contracts

*This right 13 being chal-
lenged 1n several court cases
at the moment and the new
cards are prejudging the is-
sue,” he gaid

Dr Van der Merwe rejec-
ted thus charge, adding that'
the change was the result of
recent changes to the law al-
lowing magrants from “inde-

dent” homelands to con-
bute to the UM

—— e e r—
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.+ By MONTSHIWA MOROKE

A LESOTHO muneworker, employed in one of
the Republic’s gold mines, has strongly com-
plamed'about “harassment” by South African
‘authorities at border posts, "

Now Mr Thabo Mphahama, on behalf of his -

countryimen, has appealed to the South<Afri-

can Government — through the Rand Daily -

Mail, — to intervene od, behalf of Basotho
mineworkers .- AT LR
Mr . Mphahama ecited the Masern Bridge
border ﬁnst as one place where Lesotho' na-
tionals have to queue for up to five Hours
before being attended to C
“One would wonder if the inhuman treat-
ment. and harassment suffered’.by
mineworkers from Lesotho af the hands of
border authorities has come to the notice of

‘the South African Government,” he said,

“And if at all this maltreatment of Bagotho

@

miners beg:

mineworkers 1s a direct order from the Gov- -

ernmeiit, we would like to know:why we are.

being treated that way. What have BaSotho -

mineworkers done to this government?”

Mr, Mphahama said Basotho had hélped
build South Africa’s economy by “whole-Hear-
tedly” digging gold, coal and other resources
from underground, for a long time. .’

He said mineworkers were non-political
and had nothing to do wath what he called “the
political debacle” between Lesothe and South
Africas " v © ot :

| - L (B
“As far as 1t 15 known, there'1s no friction *»

between Basotho mneworkers and the South-
African Government, so we are appealing to
the South African Government to come to our

i -
aid K

Astelex from the South African Pélice Di--
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rectorate of Public Relations yesterday said .,
thé:SAP was not aware of any unnecessary” -

delays at border posts : b ARE

1Ly

i

“If the.border traffic 1s heavy;howeveryas -'.
15 the case on certaint days and times of the~

year, ‘one.must .expect, the occasional un.
avoidable delays”;'the SAP said; ..

Pl

L




* wJ?]lﬂ [an.,
sacked by South African mines to be reinstated, and |

for the ¢stablishment of a fund to set up industrial
projecis that could absorb Basetho mine workers
' Jocally if they lost their jobs in South Africa.
‘Addressing a public meeting 1n the Mahmong
constituency at the weekend, Chief Jonathan said
such a fund would enable Lesotho to create at least |
one major ndustry a year, and brace itself for hard |,
times that would follow an infiux of repatriated mine
workers .
He said there were more than 3 000 Basotho men
among the 17 000 workers recently fired from South

Afnican mines

“His, Mimister of Foreign Affatrs, Mr Vincent
Makliele; would ask the South African Mimster of
Foreign Affairs, Mr Pik Botha, to intercede with the .
mining houses, on. behalf of those, 3,000 Bisotho |
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rural wages:

Political Staff

SHOCK minimum wage
rates 1n the Transke1 and
Lesotho encouraged
workers to trek to the ur-
ban areas, a University
of Cape Town study has
found

It found that the offi-
cial minimum wage
levels in Transkei and
Lesotho were often less
than a third of that
earned 1n the building
industry 1n South Africa
and less than half that
earned on the mines

“It 1s no mystery that 5o
many workers trek from
these mpoverished ru-
ral areas to find jobs 1n
developed South Africa,
often defyinglegal prphy

bitions and certainly en-
countering discrimina-
tion and forfeiting the

comforts of family life
“Yat those who have
jobs 1n the reserves,
though paid perhaps
one-third of the poverty
datum line, must be
counted fortunate
against those who have
no jobs.” the study said
The study, released
vesterday by the South-
ern Africa Labour and
Development Research
Unit (Saldru) at UCT,
said mihimum wage
rates 1n both Transkel
and Lesotho were-—Xe-
markably low”,
oS fr1-

can 1ndu and whge

£

agreements applred in
the reserves and the
minimum wage rates
which had been fixed
were so low that enforce-
ment was redundant

In some parts of Trans-
kei, labourers were enti-
tled to as Little as R12,70
a week, it said

Although low wages
should 1n theory attract
labour-intensive 1ndus-
tries to the rural areas,
the failure of the decen-
tralization policy
showed that the low-
wage factor was a small
one 1n the decision to re-
locate an 1ndusiry

The study found that
every wage determina-
tion 1n Transkel “falls far
below the Household
Subsistence Level”

However, there was no
reason why a worker 1n
Umtata should earn less
in Umtata while doing
the same job as a worker
1n Cape Town or Durban

“Low-wage regions re-
present a constant threat
to the standards won by
organized urban work-
ers

“The history of South
Africa’s wage board and
industrial council sys-
tem shows that without
an effective union pres-

=D oD =20H M
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‘ence there 15 unlikely to
he effective minimum
wage regulation ”
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Matll Curraspnndent

PORT fLIZABETH — The
gastern Cape Admhinstration
Buard‘s‘ RAs-miliion & year
retall hiquol interests — rep-
resenting ractically ibe ei-
tire ‘legal market in 1S
area — 15 up for sale

There was immediate Te
action to AR advertisement
yesterday nviting  tenders
for the board’s 22 bottlestores
and beerhalls 10 the area eX-
tending irom Aliwal North to
port Elizabeth

The mpove 15 10 lipe with
announced Government pob-
cy to sell the trade to private
enterprise, but 2 spokesman
for the Taverners Assock
ation, representing more
than 300 shebeen owners, 5210
no members would benefit or
1 take part

A source N the Limpn B
dusiry said s0r0° o ) ACUM
had already beeo approached
by black interests because ot
the huge capital expenditure
which would be requred L0
ohtain outlets

However, he pointed out
that current legislation out-
\awed the DIE wholesaling
companies having an interest
yn retailling

. The chief director of the
Kcab, Mr Lows Koch, said
yesterday all the aimmstra-
t)ve measures had now been
! completed for the sale and
yndividual placks as well as
comparnmes with a mpmurm
of 51% shareholding of black
| people could tender 10 buy
the outlets

Eight of the putlets are in
Port Elizabeth, twWo each 1n
Uitenhage Grahamstowl
and East London and oOne
each 1n Alexandria, Port Al-
fred, Somerset Fast, Middel-
burg, Tarkastad Ahhwal
North, Dordrecht and King
willhiam's Town

Mr Koch said the prices
had been determmed by the
board, but refused to give de-
tails except to say these were
hased on ihe LUrnover of the
outlets -

There would defimtely be
gales of over R1 00 000 Some
of the outlets had turnovers
of over R5 000 000 a year

Mr Welecome Dury, chair-

man of the port Elizabeth
Taverners Association, sald

comed the move the outlets
were practmally out of

reach”

“We do not have that kind
of money This 15 10 effect a
golden opportumty for the
\\blg businessmen Who were

_M

prolbiting sactor a clause n
the advertisement for ten-
ders which says that applica
tions are expecied from per-
cons who have not been
convicied of any contraven-
tion of the Ligoul Act
«just about evely she
beener in the township has
been arrested on 1o less than
one pccasion’”
The outlets would be sold
on a 99-year leasehold basis
Vvacant posts on the board
had not been filled in antict-
pation of the gale of the HquoT
oiiletr 2o that <taf emploved
in thet wonld not 1098 their
jobs, Mr Koch said
According to informatiol
tabled during FEcab's budget
meeting 1ast month net gales

of liquor, neluding sales 1a%
have been estimated at
R55 178 837 for the 1983-84
financial year with profits of
R1 886 653 expected
Spokesmen for the Feder-
ated Hotelers’ Association of
SA (Fedhasa), the Easteri
Cape Hotehers and Licensed
Victuaiers Association and

director of Fednhasa, sa1d
uJe welcome a free enter-
prise system where free mar-
ket forces determine prices
provided Tiqour 15 beINg d1s-
tributed 1n a fair and respon-
gible manner a

Mr Chris Egbrink, chair-
man of the Victualers' AsSSO
e1ation, did not beheve that
the sale of ihe outlets to
black entrepreneurs would
have an agverse effect on the
higour Yrade In LOWD

«We have got 1o compete
on an equal hasis,” he said

||
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mineworkers em 0
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| pared with R86m.in,
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- Maseru’ yesterday p )
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More p ay
sent home

The Star’s Africa
News Service

MASERU -~ Basotho
mineworkers last year
sent home 18 percent
more money than they
did the previous year, ac-
cording to figures just
released. r

Remittance payments
last vyear amounted to
R16 585 878 as compared
with R13 975528 m 1879
There was ualso an
increase 1n deferred
payments -— R19 398182
imm 1980 and R17 484 058
the previous year

Many miners apparently
chose to have their pay
deferred until the end of
their contracts so they
could take it home in“a

lump-sye ﬁ,u\‘
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kingdzm harbours terrorists

land-locked country.

~ the boycott, which began
twas “total”,

that remaining supplies
For _essential services,
funr 1g out and the

HIES
3
&

i

‘hreat by South
Nectrieity supply to
t Lesotho has a
esident RunaY

Lesotho.

ervene jn the ute.

i

gons as Junior Foreign
ponsible for Sogih

Ay

—

Africa tight-
stranglehold around the

Information Minister Desmond Six-
ishe said at a Press conferepce esterda

y
— following an urgent Cabinet meeting
on January ],

“We have started rationing petrol and
ve grounded all government transiort,
' may be

“Basic foods and medical supphes are
i South African post
pLICe has stopped handling any Lesothe

'We are a hostage country ”
Sixishe also claimed there was g3
Africa to cut off the

ept

ed to United States
Reagan 'and British
1r ime Minister Margaret Thatcher to

itMaking her debut in the House of Com-

Office Mimister
Africa, Linda
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L R e —

ﬂoemfunteM #’ B
? ASERU

L T,

Chalker said I{_esterday Britain had inter-
vened with Pretora

"We are making known to the South
African government our concern that the
{gtnctmn on border fraffic be Lifted and

logue to
hﬁ' Chalker told the Commons,
an
e

other development yesterday, the
five Lesotho Opposition leaders who held
talks 1 Pretoria with Foreign Affairs
Mmster Pik Botha over the border dis-
pute between the two countrie were

detained by Lesotho Security Police,
SAPA reports,

State-controlled Radio Lesothq said in
refuated broadeasts the men- had “pot
only encouraged the South African au-
thorities to tighten the blockade on Le-
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sotho, but had also provided the South
African government with adviee on how

the government of Lesotho could be
brought down”

The radio said the five mep
offered themselves as the alternative

0 government down”.
Sixishe said us government had tried
y 0 communicate with
€ have agreed to form a

discuss

cannot do
th Africa’s police work for it, we can-

not stop refugees coming to Lesotho.”

Rail tankers bringing petro} Bupplies
to Lesotho have not Entergfi the country
since last weekend, of a total em-

bargo on oil and other essentia] com-
modities imposed by SA, Radio Lesotho

reported

Botha yesterday denijed allegations
that South Africa was blockading Le-
sotho, saying border delays were caused

by the need to examine vehicles thor-
oughly for terrorist weapons

Hesaidhehadreceivedat'elexyeﬂter-
day from Lesoth agreeing to set up 9
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Leso h
commitiee to discuss South Afriea’s
clams about the harbuurmg of ter-
rorists and to defyse tensions be-
tween the two couifries,

Botha said he was not aware of any
government decision to apfl an in-
tentional oal boycott agains i‘:esotho
. “Whether an hing went wrong

with the channe]s through which oil is
supplied, I cannot tell. South Africa
does not beheve in economic bhoy-
cotts,” Botha said.

Sixishe rejected Pretora’s asser-
tion that Lesotho harboured African
National Congress terrorists.

“Since our independence we have
pursued a policy of not allowing Le-
sotho to be a base for attack on SA

"

We are fully aware of oyr vulnerahl-
ity and of the swcidal nature of any
other stance,

“They are trying to treat us Iike a
bantustan”, he said.

“I wish South Africa would pick on
Someone its own size,” Sixishe added.

He said the btgcm was a vindic-
tive move. “The SA government says
we have ANC guerrilla camps here.
There are no such camps We haye
mvited South Africa to come: and
show us the so-called camps, but,they

haven’t come”,
w
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Army seeks to crush rebellious youth wing

ro—— -

MASERU Combat troops
swarmed through Lesotho’s capital
yesterday as the kingdom’s Cabinet
met in emergency session over the

country’s state of crisis.

Amd persistent rumours, Information
| | Munister Desmond Sixishe “categorically
demed” any coup attempt, but thas farled
to douse speculation, especially when he
described troop action as a “routine mili-
tary excercise”

usiness Day learnt from reliable
Maseru sources that the military action,
apparently led by Para-Military Force
Commander General Lekhanya, was to
press home an army demand for the
sacking of an unidentified cabinet minis-
ter and the disbandment of the ruling

ALAN RUDDOCK and

‘ PETER HONEY
Basotho National Party’s youth league

The offices of the BNP youth wing
were reportedly raided in yesterday’s
action and all weapons were removed.

Polttical sources sard there was a sert-
ous split between the BNP youth wing
and the ruling chque

The youth wing, some of whose mem-
bers are said to have been armed and
tramed by North Korea, has for weeks
been making public statements accusing
army members of disloyalty to Lesotho
Prime Minister, Chief Leabua Jonathan

The army chose yesterday to strike

back — at a time when Jonathan needed

amid coup rumours

it mogt — with Lesotho choking n the

A

%np of SA’s 16-day constriction of food,
uel and medical supplies to it

Sources close to the mhtary said
several youth leaders were detained 1n
yesterday’s army crackdown

Jonathan 1s now clearly under im-
mense pressure to submit to the military
will to discipline the youth wing or face a
revolt 1n the one orgamisation vital to
sustaimng his regime, which has lingered
for several years without an election

By late yesterday afternoon the troops
surrounding his the Prime Mimster’s of-
fices had returned to their barracks, and
only a few guards remained on duty.

Attempting to stifle coup rumours,
Sixishe first said the morning’s activity
was a ‘routine mulitary security exer-

cise”, and then said there had been a
bomb scare at Jonathan’s offices and.

that people were frightened because they
feared another attack by the SA Defence

FUIT.'E. ) 4 bl Y o hy
Masern was 1 a -state of confusion”|
yesterday b

It took nine hours for a load of animal}:
feed to t?ass through the Maseru border
post but, amid petrol rationing ‘and the"'
strong possibility of further rationing:of"

-+ egsentail foodstuffs, it was revealed that |1

substantial améunts, of aid. had been
-pledged by Eastern Dioc countries. ., .

No pusitiir"e}resgzﬁse to Lesotho’s plea®|’
for airlifted~aid has' yet been received
from the Reagan admimstration., |’
Sources close to the United States em- l
bassy in Maseru say the sifuation 1s con-
sidered “extremely serious”} .t

The British government was closelyi |
monitoring Lesotho developments last’
night, but was not contemplating any |
action, a Foreign Office spokesman said.: |

Any change 1n the Lesotho government!
would be a swing to the West, say govern-
ment sources

1

i
= LR |

Lesotho’s closest allies are said to be,
the Soviet Union, North Korea and China
[ Sixishe said it was “obvious from com-
ments made by South African Foreign |
Minister Pik Botha on Tuesday that SA-
wanted Lesotho to hand over polifical,
refugees “This we cannof do,” he said -

-
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, €ither today
onday, speculation mounted in
the face of official demials from Masery
Minister Leabua Jonathan's
20-year tenure of power was shding into
the hands of the mihtary
! SA’s border bottleneck of crossing to
Lesotho completed 1its 16th day yester-
day with reports that the the tiny moun-
',. tain kingd
T straifs
Pretoria imposed 3 go-slow on sup-
Phes of fresh food, fuel and medical
Supplies on New Year’s Day, to drive
home its demands for Lesotho to crack
down on ANC Insurgents it said had been
Operating from that territory
Lesotho Information Minister Des.-
mond Sixishe ordered the expulsion of

an SABC TV crew after Netwerk pre-
Colie van Coller asl.ed hm algout
an alleged ANC training centre in Ma-
Seru, the SABC said yesterday
Meanwhile, Botswana disclosed it had
arrested 18 illegal Immugrants in ang
around Gaborone since )ast week Al
though there was no official confirma-
tion, most of these were believed to be
members of the ANC

One man — 45-year-old South Afriecan
Nelson Selepe — ‘had already appeared

PROSPECTS mmproved esterday for g
cut in the fuel price as the rand rose to
$0,4325/35

But a Department of Mineral and En-
er%Mfairs spokesman said Third Pay-
Ly insurance could become part of a levy
on fuel this year

He added "that Miperaj and Ener

inj Danie Stfg'n had said in No°
veriber — when the petrol price had

thE Ikcentraliﬂatlﬂh RAaoce . e -
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in court charged with illegal possession
of Kalashmkov assault rifles and ammuy-

Lesotho Premaer Jonathan had made
no public statements by late yesterday
ancF was said to be m l{w office

His Press secretary Tsoeu Ntsane told
Busmess Day yesterday there was no
truth in reports that the an extraordi-
hary cabinet meeting on Wednesday had
decided to transfer the Prime Minister’s
functions to King Moshesh 2 and that
Jonathan had been placed under virtual
house arrest

“Everything 1s very calm It's bus;-
NEss as usual” he quiﬁped

Fore:gn Minmister Pik Botha said yes-
terday that semor officials of his depart-
ment, the Defence Force, police and
Home Affairs department were to meet

tho government officials oh SA’s
proposal that a specia] sub-committee
On security should be set up as part of
the existing bilatera] haison committee
" “In view of the urgency of the matter
it is suggested that meeting be held as
500 as possible, ejther tomorrow or
MnndaJr at Umion Buildings in Pretoria,”

he saj
® Soe Page 2
“ 4] ‘* A
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been increased by 6¢/1 — that if the rand
improved to $0,42, a Price increase could
be avoided ]

“All the increases 1n the t year
were a result mainly of the dg?griurat-
ing exchange rate i?nuld it tmprove
dramatmally, Say 1o $0,45.axd adove, the
increases could be reversed,” he said
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Relatio

The military coup 1n Lesotho has
heavily underiined the degree to
which the African National Congress
deminates regional relationships 1n
Southern Africa

. Hver since uhuru spread to the
subcontinent, South Africa’s rela-
trons with 1ts neighbours have been
tempered by their attitude to the
ANC (although 1n Angola’s case,
more by thetr attitude to Swapo)

In Mozambique, South Africa
assisted the rehel Mozambique
National Resistance movement In a
successful attempt to force the
Samora Machel Government into the
Nkomat1 mutual non-aggression
pact

While South Africa agreed to
cease all help to the MNR,
Mozambique agreed to expel ANC
activists and to prevent the ANC
from ever agam using Mozambique

as a springboard for attacks on
south Africa

Following a series of accusations
from Mozambhique that South Africa
was continuing 1ts aid to the MNR
(including the broadside from
Fresident Samora Machel at the
weekend), the vaunted Nkomati
Accord appears to exist 1n name
only — and there are mutterings in
Pretoria about a continued ANC
presence 1n Maputo

Had it not been for the prospect
that the MPLA would help Swapo,
South Africa would have been less
eager to help Dr Jonas Savimbi's hid
for power 1n Angola in 1975 And had
the MPLA Government in Luanda
not given massive facilities to

nships

165

By Johir D’'Oliveira, Editor of

The Star’s Africa News Service

Swapo, Dr Savimb: would have heen
much leaner militarily than he now
1S

It 1s also possible that the
Namibian 1ssue may have been
settled

The Lusaka Agreement of 1984
laid down that Angola would keep
Swapo out of a specified area 1n
Southern Angola while the South
Africans agreed to pull thewr troops
out of the same area

Ironically, despite all the
propaganda from Angola, the Lusaka
Agreement 18 more adhered to than
breached

south Africa has few problems
with Swaziland, which does
everything within its limited powers
(as much for 1ts own political
purposes as for South Africa’s) to
keep ANC activists from using
tacilities 1n the country

Crossed border

Botswana has claimed repeatedly
that 1t does not allow the ANC to use
1ts territory to plan or launch
attacks on South Africa, but the
South African Defence Force,
nevertheless, crossed the border on
June 14 last year for a raid on
(GGaborone 1in which 2 people were
Killed and s1x were 1njured

Tension between the two countries
has flared over the last few weeks
following the landmine explosions 1n
the Northern Transvaal and Mr Pk

Botha’s warning that South Africa
would exercise 1ts right to take
whatever action 1t deemed necessary
to protect 1ts citizens’ lives and
property

The less than warm relationship
with Zimbabwe also cooled
dramatically over the same issue

While both Botswana and
Zimbabwe denied that they had
encouraged the ANC or allowed the
ANC to cross their territory to lay
the mines in the Northern Transvaal,
the South African Government
remalins suspicious — and, with
every landmine explosion, it comes
under 1ncreasing pressure o strike
back

The real problem, however,
developed in Lesotho where Chief
Leabua Jonathan’s Government
allegedly looked the other way while
the ANC effectively transferred its
main operations base against South
Africa from Maputo to Maseru

In December 1982 South Africa
had sent i1ts Defence Force 1nto
Maseru to clean out what South
Airica pelieved to be an ANC

stronghold A tofal of 43 people

were Killed and a number injured

Towards the end of 1985 South
Africa was ready to act agaimn

When the Jonathan Government
failed to “address South African
concerns” over the ANC presence 1n
the country South Africa intensified
1ts security measures on the
common horder — and reduced the

»
#..._..
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to a trickie

And this triggered the miliiary
coup

There have been reports over the
past few days that ANC members
have been leaving Lesotho for
Zambila and Tanzania (many
travelling via Maputo) and there are
firm indications that the new
government 1n Lesotho will do what
it can to satisfy South African
demands

Whatever it does, 1t knows that 1its
relationship with 1ts powerful
neighbour will be determined by its
own relationship with the ANC

Where does this leave the region?

Assess tactics

About the only certain fact 1s that
1f the Lesotho coup proves to be a
setback, the ANC will regroup,
reassess 1ts tactics and then seek to
1ntensify the “war” against the South
African Government and 1its
supporters

As a formality, the ANC claims
that 1ts attacks come from within
South Africa

The South African Government
says it assesses the situation
differently and 1t has made clear
that it will act against any country it
believes offers an operations base to
the ANC — or 1s less than vigilant
about the ANC’s use of 1its territory
and 1ifs facilities

S0, any increase m ANC activity m
South Afrieca will almost certainly
lead to increased tension hetween
south Africa and its neighbours —
and the ANC knows this well
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* anti‘apartheid refugeed were mn

. ANC worried |
about refugees |’

AKA — The African Natmn- t
al Congress 1S extremely wor-
ried about the fate of South Afri-,
can refugees 1n' Lesotho, accurd-
Ing to diplomats *

The sources said abnut‘a 709

Lesotho when the guvernment of
Chief Leabua Junathan gwas
overthrown on Monday. *““‘:r "

Chief Jonathan demeﬂéSnuth
African claims that he allowed
ANC' guenilas to operate fl;om
Lesotho, but said he {offered
sanctuary to those he cnnmdered
refugees -3 ~‘

The ANC has-made no uhhc
comment on the Lesotho coup

Diplomats in Lusaka 'also be-
lieve that the numbers killed mn
Lesotho , in, the. run-u rtu;the
coup were substanfially greater
than has been acknowledged 1n
Maseru, -« ' " ¥ e

-Shor tly before the cnup Jon-
athan’s- government sdidy five
people had’died, four'of them
paramilitary mutmeers f

The - isecretary-general . of
Zambia’s ruling United ‘National '
Independence ‘Party, Mt Grey
Zulu, said the fall uf Chief Jons
athan was-a clear sign“of; the
destabhsatmnd of mde;}endent
states in-the Tegion® by-1 the South,
Africane Government — Sapa-
Reuter— -z 1
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General Metsing Lekhanya, ‘not to get
involved in South African politics through mem-
bership of the National Union of Mineworkers.

The general also announced that a Lesotho mimns-
tenaldelegation will visst South Africa this week for
talks on improvements m the working conditions of
Basotho migrant worieges ¢ HICCre 3 thi
gold mines Y AES i

He did not say wi N Yhe 1s e Bl
but it is believed they Will include Teprésentafmes of

the South African Government and the: Chamber of
MHBS : -y

Remitted carmngs of the 150 000 Basotho ImI-
grant workers 1 South Africa form nearly half of
Lesotho’s’gross national product. About 100 000 of
the migrants work on the gold mines, where the

has become IncCreasingly active and influen-
tial, — Soweran Foreign Service
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warns

foreign workers

BLOEMFONTEIN
The estimated 1,3 ml-
lion workers from neigh-
bouring states who are
In the country illegally
are depriving unem-
pPloyed South Africans of
a livelthood and stron
action against them and
their employers can be
expected, the Minister of
Manpower, Mr Pietie du
Plessis, said yesterday
“Irresponsible” be-
haviour by the 300 000

foreign workers legally
In the country, such ag
participation 1n 1llegal
actions, “will result in
their repatriation and a
reduction 1n their num-
bers”, Mr Du Plessis said

£ at a lunch for a visiting

labour delegation from
Lesotho

The minister tem-
pered his warning with
an offer to Lesotho, and

other neighbouring

“_'_'—'—-'__-—__-__,____________._.

“Such 1llegal workers
and their employers
must expect strong ac-
tion to be taken against
them,” Mr Du Pless:s
said |

When it came to legal
foreign workers ‘it
should be appreciated
that South African work-
€rs must receive prefer.
ence in fHilling vacan-
cles”

‘Skills’

““The number of
foreign workers em-
ployed 1n the Republic
will therefore depend on
the unemployment situa-
tion 1n South Africa, the
avatlabality of South
African workers, the
skills of such foreign

workes and their compli-
ance with South African

laws

“Economic sanctions
applied against South
Africa will inevitably se-

riously jeopardize avail-
able job opportunities in
the country for foreign
workers and result in
unnecessary and untold
hardship,” Mr Du Plessis
said — Sapa

states, to shaye South Af-

rica’s technical know-
how and experience 1n

the training of workers
1n the private and public
sectors

One of the problems
all faced was unemploy-
ment In South Africa
this was growing as a re-
sult of the prolonged re-
cession, growing threats
of disinvestment and
sanctions which created
uncertainty, a high pop-
ulation growth rate and
1ilegal tmmigration

Statistics showed that
at the end of March this
year, there were 703 000
unemployed people in
South Africa, excluding
Transkel, Bophuta-
tswana, Venda and Cis-
kel. Unofficial estimates
for the region as a whole
indicated a much hlgher
figure,

Mr Du Plessis said:
“Despite the high rate of
unemployment, large
numbers of workers

'from neighbouring coun-

tries are legally and ille-
gally in South Africa”
Of the 300000 legal

workers 140 000 'were |

from Lesotho.
“An estimated 1,3 mii-

lron workers from neigh-
bouring countries are il-
legally in South Africa
and holding jobs, there-
by depriving unem-
ployed South African
workers of a hivelihood

“All of these enjoy the
same protection and
rights, including access
to training as South Afri-
can workers,” Mr Du
Plessis said

South Africa was will-
1ng to co-operate with its
neighbotirs in finding so-

. lutions to common prob-

-
e,

N ek

lems and to share when
1t came to training and
development of human
resources

‘Obligation’ ...

But when 1t came 'to
employment of foreign-
ers 1n South Afriea, it
should be appreciated
that the government had
an obligation towards it
own citizens, “‘and that it

- cannot allow :llegal en-

trants from neighbour-
ing states to seek and
take up employment.

“This is not in the in.-
terest of the South Afri-
can worker nor in the in-
terest of our neighbours,
nor 1n theinterest of the
dependants of such
workers, who have to
stay behind
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]Lesotho teachers in

stayaway

l B8Y JOE MOLEFI
STAR FOREIGN SERVICE

Maseru — Thousands of
Lesotho schoolteachers
stayed away from class-
rooms yesterday m pro-
test against low salaries

Finance Munster Mce-
kets1 Senaoana had an-

nounced i the National

Assembly a 15% pay -
crease for all public ser-
vants — icluding school-
teachers

‘The tiiree main teach-
er organisations 1n the

country led demonstra-
tions and toyl-toying by a
large crowd of school-
teachers as they march-
ed on the offices of the
mimstries of education
and finance

The angry tEachers

%‘: pay .
d a petition tmi

the authomties, stating):
their complaint that afteri,‘
their salaries had beem
increased by 80% for the,
months of February andj
March, the gmrernment-
had suddenly decided tol
revert {0 old pay scales i

In the ‘petition, thel
teachers appealed to the
mimster of education t
present their gnevanceﬁ
to Prime Minister Ntsu!
Mokhehle, asking him to
review the matter.

The teachers’ stay—.;
away is scheduled to last]
until Munda.y d‘g

The teachers had:.
turned down the offer of]
a 15% salary increase at
a meeting held betweent
thewr represenatives and
the government at the

e

Carrrsse ==t -
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Lesotho teachers sta
e o/l OBs.

The Argus Foreign Service

MASERU — As thousands of teachers
throughout Lesotho stayed away from
classrooms to protest against a salary
crisis, Finance Minister Moeketsi Sen-
aoana announced in the National As-
sembly that all public servants and
schoolteachers would get a 15 percent
pay merease,

The three leading teacher organisa-
tions led demonstrations and toyi-toy-
ing by a large crowd of teachers as
they marched to the offices of the
ministries of education and of finance

The teachers presented a petition to

r
1 —_

y

aints
that after their salaries had been m-
creased during February and March,
the government had now decided to
revert fo the old scales

In the petitions the teachers ap-
pealed to the miister of education to
present their grievances to Prime
Minister Ntsu Mokhehle who was
asked to review the matter.

The teachers stayaway 1s scheduled
to last until Monday.

They turned dewn the offer of a 15
percent pay rise at a meeting be-
tween themr representatives and the
government last weekend




Wedhesday Juhe 7 1995 SOWETAN

NEWS INTERNATIONAL

MASERU — Lesotho Prime Mimster Ntsu
Mokhehle has agreed to grant police the 15
percent pay nse they demanded during a go-
slow strike 1n the last two weeks

The governinent announced yesterday 1t had
decided to grant the salary mcrease to all mem-
bers of the armed forces — the police, army,
National Security Service and prison officers —
with effect from Aprid 1 this year

The police had demandcd a 15 percent 1n-
crease to bring them 1n line with the rest of the
civil service, granted 1 April

Mokhehle's announcement sad “The deci-
s10n took 1nto account the unsatisfactory finan-
cial situation 1n the country but the government
nevertheless gave top prionty to the protection
of the people and mamtenance of peace and
stability.”

His statement added that the government
carried out negotiations with representatives of

m_.,_ﬂ-

the police over mj ary dispute which not only
affected the police alone but they also saw fit to
“harass the public in a most hummliatng man-
ner” Police erectng roadblocks at all entry
points 1n Maseru on Monday where they
searched vehicles and passengers and delayed
therr travel to work As a result, large numbers
of people armved late at work and at schools.

The government expressediis appreciation 1o
the public for “disregarding this provocation”
and appealed to the people not to take the law
mnto thewr own hands in future

Meanwhile, opposition parties m Lesotho
have called on the presidents of Botswana, South

Africa and Zimbabwe to persuade Mokhehle’s |

government to resign and seek a fresh mandate
to rule Lesotho They said elections they pro-
posed should be held under the supervision of an
independent electoral commussion. — Argus

_Africa Service
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Lesotho police
INCrease

el .

Argus Foreign Servce

MASERU — Lesotho
Prime Minister Ntsu
Mokhehle has agreed to
grant the police the 15
percent pay rise they
have demanded during a
work go-slow over the
past two weeks

The increase will be
granted to the police,
army, national security
service and prispn offi-

cers 7R 7
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Taxi protest as SA, |
Lesotho sign treaty

CAPE TOWN — As SA and Lesotho signed an extradition !
treaty yesterday to improve mutual co-operationincom- |
haungorganisedmborderamne.minihmtaﬂshem :

peakhﬂurtraﬁcoi;ltﬁﬂgmmalargemtraﬂnn -
against the sigmng treaty A

More than 200 taxis drove three abreast along
Maserusmamstreet,hlockingtraﬂcmddelayingmm- |
muters on thmrwaytowork.

A taxi owners’ spokesman
becausEthEpeop mnltednn* -
the treaty. bg

Minister of Justice Justice ..
Minister Kelebone Mmedmtheaymtatan,.
ceremony in Cape Town. .

Omar said the agreement enabled the two neighbour. ». !
ing states to fight organised economic erime such as drug |
trafficking, money laundering and corruption. o

“No country in southern Africa can stamp out illegat -
cross-border activities on its own. It is possible to break :
the back of these crimes if there is closer co-operation
between countries in the region,” Omar said.

Lesgtho had resisted signing an extradition treaty with - -
SA for decades because of t
be Yone-sided”. ' 2

“This a legal
to deny sanctuary to fugitives in each other’s territories.
I hope (it) will belp combat crime, which has reached ~-
serious proportions on both sides of the border,” be said. !

Such illegal activities incinded motor vehiele theft —.

:
:
|
1
f
which appeared to be operated by organised syndicates. I
|

— &8 well as drug smuggling and cattle theft.
Referring toata:idrivem'danmtraﬁmagaimtthe

exh'adlﬂuntreatyinMasemmtaday sald the".
deeision to sign had been approved by g parlia-<*
ment after wide media debate. — Sapa, - '~ : :.rn.+ o L
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| Masery —= Teachers ',
-| Lesotho' yesterday weni']
, on strike, over, demands
o | for an 80% pay rise they
1, were promised at the be-
', | ginning of the year '
- |+ They were told 10’ April
“| that the mereasé “was a
mistake” s . ]
~ Also, about:200- strik-
» Ing leéturers have forced
' the National University of

~ | "Lesotho to close unty*fur-
th 1 L




bned to paralyse the edy.
cation system

. The teachers began
strking on August 15 to

: c]ema.nd the reinstate-

ment of an 80% increase
introduced in Febru
1995, but revoked April
- Star Foreign Service
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Saetwu is

(Ve

Clothing and Textile Workers
Union (Sactwu) would become
mvolved in the labour dlspute
which had paralysed the Maseru
garment, leather and textile
sector, Jabu Ngcobo, Sactwu’s
general secretary, said yesterday

He said Sactwu had been
asked by the International Tex-
tile, Garment and Leather Work-
ers Federation to mediate n the
dispute at CGM, a clothing manu-
facturer, which had culminated
In gunning down eight workers
last week. A 19-year-cld woman,
died and seven emplovees were
hospitalised with serious bullet
wounds.

He said Sactwu would suggest
setting up a meeting n Bloem-
fonfemn. If thus did not resolve the
Lesotho Clothing and Allied
Workers Union’s (Lecawu) prob-
lems, Sactwu would consider
pressurising CGM’s manage-
ment via strike action at related
companies in South Africa,
especially those also owned by
Taiwanese nationals,

Ngcobo said Lesotho workers
had downed tools late last week to
protest against management’s
decision to lock the factory gates
and not allow workers to leave at
iunch time, and the practice of
docking at least R30 off wages for
late arrivals and at least R100
off wages if workers refused to
work overtime on Saturdays and
Sundays. /

He said further deductions
were made if workers failed to
reach daily targets and escalated
to one- or two-month-long suspen-
stons: without pay for so-called '
transgressions “Bear 1 mind
that there’s a mmumum wage of
R90 per week 1 Lesotho for a
machinist, against the South
African mimmmum of R347 per
week,” he said

CGM’s refusal to recognise
Lecawu was also on the employ-
ees’ l1st of grievances This
refusal prevented the union from
addressimg the problems of the
2 500 workers it had recruated out
of the staff total of 8000

Ngcobo said CGM had fired its
entiret workforce on Thursday
The workers then staged a sit-m
at the factory gates




Sactwu intervenes in

SHIRLEY JONES
KWAZULU NATAL EDITOR

Durban — The South African
Clothing and Textile Workers’
Union (Sactwu) had become
imvolved m the labour dispute
which had brought the Maseru
garment, leather and textile
sector to a standstill this week,
Jabu Ngcobo, Sactwu’s general
secretary, sald yesterday

He sa1d Sactwu had been asked
by the International Textile, Gar-
ment and Leather Workers’ Feder-
ation to mtervene 1 the dispute at
CGM, the clothing manufacturer,
which had culminated 1n the gun-
nimg down of eight workers last
week He said a 19-year-old woman
had died and seven employees had
been hospitalised with serious
bullet wounds

Despite Tuesday’s meeting
between factory owners, labour
and the Lesotho government —
at which an agreement was
reached for employees to return

to work — four out of 12 facto-
ries remained locked yesterday

The Lesotho Clothmg and Al-
lied Workers’ Union (Lecawuy},
which agreed to submit proof of
membership 1 the area and a
draft proposal for recognition,
said manufacturers still feared
further violence

Ngcobo said Sactwu, which
had supported Lecawu sice the
'80s 1n its bid for recognition,
would keep an eye on develop-
ments If Lecawu continued to
battle for recognition it would
step up pressure on CGM and
other factories through action at
related companies 1n South
Africa

Lecawu had recruited 2 500
workers out of a total of 3000 at
CGM, he saxd

According to Ngcobo, CGM’s
workers downed tools late last
week to protest against manage-
ment’s locking the factory gates
and not allowing workers to
Jeave at lunch time, and against

Mas S (ut
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R30 off wages for late arrivals
and at least R100 off wages iuf
workers refused to work over-
time on Saturdays and Sundays

He sald further deductions
were made 1f workers failed to
reach daily targets, escalating to
one- or two-month-long suspen-
s1ons without pay for so-called
transgressions “Bear in mind
that there’s a minimum wage of
R90 a week 1n Lesotho for a
machinist against the South
African minimum of R347 a
week,” he said

Necobo said CGM had fired
1ts entire workforce last Thurs-
day The workers then staged a
sit-in at the factory gates to
ensure nothing could move 1nto
or out of the factor, culminating
1n the police being brought 1n to
“free” the management The
workers took this move as
provocation and started throw-
ing stones The police then
opened fire
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By Jo= MoLEF
Star Foreign Service

Maseru — The 30 doctors at the Queen
Elizabeth I hospital here stepped mto the
breach and doubled up as nurses as the
nurses’ strike entered its fourth week
yesterday.

Their task was made all the more daffi-
cult because the hospital 1s understaffed
by 170 doctors.

One doctor said yesterday: “Untl
now, we have only known the theory of
nursing, but are now putting it into prac-
tice to avert a crisis.”

The Maseru hospital is the largest m
the country and handles numerous cases
from many smaller outlymng hospitals It

| Embattled doctors turn to nﬁrSiig'

(168) Ao

5jialg6

is regarded as the country’s maun referral
hospital

Hospatals m the outlymg districtshave
been hard hat by the strike, and the mater-
mty ward of the Teyateyaneng tal n
the Berea district of northern 0 has
been closed

An undisclosed number of nurses
have been suspended at several hosprtals
in the country because they have not
heeded a call by Prime Miruster Ntsu
Mokhehle to end the strike while negotia-
tions over their grievances and demands
for higher salaries contmnue

Mokhelde has urged management
and staff of the Milnsha{lof Health to meet
and find a solution to the problem, which
threatens to cripple hospital services.




0sa losing money

uld make good on the money

n its fidelity fund.

The Halfway House estate
ncy 1s being mvestigated by
Estate Agents Board, whale
‘orta police spokesman Cap-
Dave Harrmgton confirmed
matter was also being probed
he fraud squad

ewell declined to comment
erday

vear,

aron Fakm (47), co-ownerof 5
| garage i Sandrmgham,
nnesburg, was shot dead by
armed robbers who held up
service station”s shop on
nesday. The men stole small
ge and the key to the safe
Fakin’s body and took a re-
T and about R12 000 from
ife The robbers then fled on

star will keep a daily count
| serious, violent crimes
utied in and around Johan-
wg. If you know of such a

not listed here, please call
_{011) 633-2410/1.

Lesotho PM’s plea

ends nurses’ strike
. (/68
&

By Joe MovLerr

Star F:W// , _';l / qé
Masenf - A four-week strike by

nearly 1000 nurses at govern-
ment  hospitals  throughout
Lesotho ended yesterday m re-
Sponse t0 an appeal by prime
munuster Ntsu Mokhehle

The Lesotho Nursmg Assoca-
tion said Mokhehle had asked
nurses to return to work while the
admumstrators of the mirustry of
health and nurses’ representatives
sought “a negotiated settlement”

The association sard the nurses
had taken into consideration that
some of ther grievances may not
be met at once due to Lesotho's
conomuc situation

It said that, although nurses
have resumed therr normal duy-
tes, grievances which led to the
strike have not yet been resolved

Nurses’ demands include bet-
ter pay and working conditions,
and shorter working hours

The strike was so serious that
at the main hospital in Maseru its
30 doctors did nursing work with
the help of mexperienced staff

reamline Monmalapga gopesnmaons
LI s I
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‘Management has the right to choose workers’

C OMPAN

Lesotho strike leaders dbo)se thelr obs

JAMES LAMONT

Il IDUSTRIAL EDITOR

Johannesburg — The workers’
commuittee which brought out
2 300 local workers ont an llegal
strike on the Lesotho Highlands
Water Project in early September
will not be refurning to work as
operations resume on the water

transfer scheme this week
David Darcy the contractors’
project director, said at the week-

end that those behind the strike

on the project would not be re em
ployed by 1ts management, “It 18
management’s right to choose
whom 1t wants toemploy,” he said
The workers’ committee had
campaigned agamnst wage dispari-
ties between local and expatriate
workers The September strike
was sparked by the arrest of four
men for the theft of cement and
fears of harassment by police
Management has msisted that
the project workforce 15 the best
paid m Lesotho with a minimum
hourly wage of R3,80 But strike

leaders claimed unskilled work-
ers were pald R2,50 an hour untul
last August

The strike, which halted
operations at the tunnel and

hydro-electricity components of
the $4 billion project, resulted m
the sacking of the local workforce

of 2300 and a clash with police 1n
Butha Buthe durimg which six

people died
Darcy said three
1llegal strikes since

May had lost 46 work
g days on the pro
ject, had cost about
R20 million and tar-
nished Lesotho’s
chances of attracting
new mvestment He
sald the futile strike
had contributed to the “economic
suicide” of the impoverished
country

At the begmning of October,
the contractors, including South
Afmea’s LTA and four Iuropean
companies, signed an agreement
with the Construction and Alled

| About 600
| workers will
| collect their
| severance

| packages

el M-..

Workers’ Unmion of Lesotho
(Cawule) to rehire 1 700 of the
sacked workers under new con-

tracts The agreement made pro-
vision for the uniwon, whose pres-

ence on the project disintegrated
last year, to be reintroduced as the
representative body on the pro-
ject The coniractors have agreed
to pay for the traimning of shop

stewards at the s1%

sifes
The 40 members

of the workers’ com-
mittee and iis sub-
committees, who in
s1sted they were
democratically elect-
ed, would find them-
selves among the
600 workers who will
collect their severance pay, but
would not be rehired, a strike
leader said on Sunday

Joseph Peete, a commitiee
member who spoke to Business
Report shortly after the clash with
police, was said by fellow workers

to have been told that his job as a

eam le der 0 lﬂnger davall-
ahle

The remnants of the cormmait-
tee remain at the catholic mission

at Butha Buthe, where about
200 workers are taking refuge
They still fear a witch-hunt by the
police

“We feel very disappointed
about this situation We have been
leading the people, but as commit-

tee members we feel like thrown-
away people It seems we are
alone Cawule 15 not loyal to the
workforce,” one strike leader
“The company seems {o select

who it wants to hire We have been
told the company does not need
us We think 1t’s illegat,” he said

As workers drifted back to the
project sites at the weekend, the
commaittee vowed 1t would not die
“We are not gong to let 1t digperse
1nto thin air We will see what we
can do for our future and the fu-
ture of workers,” one member
sard

But she said future strike ac-
tion on the project was unlikely
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Maseru - Pressure mounted yes-
terday for the Lesotho government
to end a standoff with strikers that
has already daimed five Jves
~ Some 600 of the 2 0op workers
who went on strike 1 May have
taken refuge at a Catholic church
In Butha-Buthe, 100km north-east
of Maseru

The strikers had Tived m 2
camp run by Lesotho Highlands
Project Contractors and Muela
Hydropower Contractors

All 2000 workers have been
sacked Frve were allegedly shot
and killed by Lesotho police on
sunday and 13 were injured,

The Lesotho Council of Nop.
Governmental Organisations
(LCN) demanded yesterday that

Lesotho pressed to end
with strikers

/szw:qlc?i.?é

the government stop
“killimg, assaulting and hunting
down workers” employed on the
Lesotho Highlands project

In 1ts petition to Prime Minys.
ter Ntsu Mokhehle, the LCN
asked-the government to mform
the next of kin about the deaths,
account for all the dead and re-
lease the bodes to the next of kin

The group accused the pohce
of removing corpses from moriu-
aries and denymg proper medical
atiention to the mjured

The government has been
urged to set up a commission of
maquiry to investigate the killings
and to provide basic relief in
workers who have sought refuge
at the church — Sapa-DPA,
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Union insists on being reinslated at water project

New move to end Lesotho strike
(Zf) cT(BR] 20/«?/7

By James Lamont
INDUSTRIAL EDITOR

Johannesburg — The
Construction and  Allied
Workers’ Umion of Lesotho has
msisted that 1t reestablishes its
presence at the Lesotho
Highlands Water Project if work
15 to resume on the key water-
transfer tunnel and hydroelec-
tricity components of the
scheme

Union representation at six
sites on the $4 billion water-
transfer project run by five
European and South African
contractors disintegrated 1n
April last year But the severe
detenoration of labour relations
at the South African-funded pro-
ject since May has both the union
and the employers calling for the
return of organised labour repre-
sentation

Work ground to a halt on the
project two weeks ago after
workers went on the thurd illegal
strike The strike precipitated the
sacking of 2 300 workers, half of
the project’s workforce, and a
clash w1th the police in Butha
Buthe last weekend which left
up to 10 people dead

“We are prepared to get mn
between workers and manage-
ment to try to obtamn normality,”
saird Maxwell Makahasane, the
uruon’s regional organiser “The

workers should be reinstated
and“we will start from there It

has become apparent to every-
one that a workforce on the pro-

HOLED UP Ioseph Peete, a workers’ spokesman, says sacked workers
won't leave or return to work unless they are pad  PHOTO JOHN WOODROOF

ject cannot work with manage-
ment without the representation
of an official union ”

The 4 000-strong umon yes-
terday appealed to the govern-

ment that the dismssal of work-
ers should be revoked

A non-governmental organ-
sation and trade umon commut-
tee also threatened to call a
national strike if concerns over
worker safety and an investiga-
ton into the clash at the week-
end were not undertaken The

number of dead 1s still unknown

The uruon was replaced last
year by a workers’ representa-
tive commuttee, which has com-
plained of a wage gap between
local and expatriate workers,
racist practices by their employ-

ers and, lately, pohce harass-
ment
Mpho Mofolo, the workers’

attorney, said management had
deliberately undermined umion
representation  “Management
made it impossible tor us to rep-
resent workers The company
said we did not have a majornty
membership, but that was not
the case,” Makahasane agreed

But David Darcy, the contrac-
tors’ project manager, said he
would welcome the mediation of
a “strong responsible union”
because labour relahons had
become unmanageable He said
management did not know what
worker demands were, even
though the two had been
involved in a mediation process
up to the stnke

He said the contractors
would relire from among the
dismissed workers to rebuld a
scaled-down  workforce of
between 1700 and 1 800 people
after a cooling-off pertod

But Joseph Peete, a member
of the workers’ representative

committee holed up at the
Catholic church in Butha Buthe,
said the sacked workers would
not leave the town or return to
work until they were paid prop-
erly 1n terms of their dismssal
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After ‘massacre’
reports, new
crisis looms for

O project
ity
ere are fedrs that the Lesotho

Highlands Water Project whach 1
to supply water to Gauteng 1s in
danger of being delayed if not
suspended indefinitely

Tensions are mounting m the
Lesotho mountains ~ around
Butha-Buthe after five men work-
ing on the project were killed and
13 wounded when police opened
fire on them on Saturday while
they were on strke

There are confl: reports
about the' hiumber ed, some
claiming that bodies are stall bemng
recovered fiom ryrs il dams,
smee the clash eeti sirking
workers and pohce

Eyewiinesses claim  some
stnikers fell tI'.ll:n::uththéqi1 niver while
trymng to esca e ghooting

TEE pm;eﬁ 15, designed o
draw water from the mountam
kingdom to Gauteng by 1998 Its
other cnists arises from Water Af-
tarrs Minister Kader Asmal recall-
ing his permanent delegate to the
project after Hans Pettenburger
made “unwarranted” statements
about Phase 2,

Asmal 15 reported to be
“angry”, but no detarls of that
hkely erisis are available so far
Concerning the strike, Asmal says
he has wntten to Lesotho’s minis-
ter of natural resources offering
help and 1t was now up to the
mutuster to respond

He said the violent inadents
would not deter the resolve of the
two countties to complete phase 1
of the project on schedule

The department’s spokesman
for international pr{gects, George
van der Merwe, said reports of a
massacre were “devord of truth”

Last Saturday’s shooting at
Butha-Buthe, 160km from Masery,
followed the disussal of 2 000
workers of the Muela Hydro-
power Confractors and the
Lesotho Highlands Project Con-
tratiors who had been on strike at
intervals since May The workers
claim they had gathered at the
work site to collect therr last pay-
ment when pohice opened fire

Major Molefi  Kholokholo,
commander of the Butha-Buthe
police, said, however, the police
were attacked by the disnussed
workers after recetving a court
order to “remove” the workers if
they failed to vacate the 4

About 600 workers were stll

holed up at a Catholic pussion m |

Butha-Buthe last might, sag’mcf
a

they were too scared to go
home for fear of police reprisals
“The workers have been here

since Saturday,” sard Father Con-
stantine, head of the mussion -

Staff Reporters and Sppa
194
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terday following the discovery of the
bodies of two more strikers from Muela
Hydropower Contraetors and Les otho
Highlands Project Contractors, killed
by police m the Butha-Buthe area a
week ago

The official death toll now stands at
five, with 18 mjured Workers’ commit-
tee member Halibone Peete said the
commiitee believed 10 strikers had
been killed

The two bodies found on Thursday
were discovered 1 a dam near ihe
campsite where police opened fire

The Lesotho Council of Non-Govern-
mental Orgamsations op Wednesday
accused police of removing corpses
from mortuaries It wag alleged that the

Lesotho remains tense i \tv/ags,og kiLI:')nas
Maseru - Lesotho remaf{ed tense yes- 213{{ e? e?e dum{:edgh am,?k?

from Maseru

Earlier this week the Construection
and Alied Workers’ Union demanded
that police be brought to Justice It saxd
workers had a right to strike, and that
the llegality of any sirike could not jus-
Wly killings or assauit

The contractors fired 2 0N employ-
ees after a strike last week The strikers
were demanding non-disermminatory
working conditions and benefits

The shootings oceurred as the Le-
sotho Highlands Development Author-
1ty was preparmg to celebrate the 10th
anniversary of the signing of a treaty
between Lesotho and South Africa on
the sale of water to South Afriea -
Sapa-DPA
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Studentsag
protest n~|
Lesoth )
Sy [j 9

Maseru ~ More than 1 000
students of the National
Uruversity of Lesotho toy:-
toyled along Masenr's
streets yesterday to protest
against the killing of five
workers of the Lesotho
Highlands Water Project in
Butha-Buthe 10 days ago.

A delegation led by
student union president
Pitso Pitso handed a peh-
tion agamnst the kilhngs to
the offices of the prime
minster, the Speaker of
the Natonal Assembly
and the ministers of home
affairs and natural re-
sources *

The petition urged the
government to ensure that
those responsible for the
deaths be brought before
the courts 1

The students also de-
manded i the pefition
that all the famliés of
those killed and wotinided
should be adequately
compensated -Sapa
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International co

Mﬂgu/ﬁ% cut o
from the outside world yesterday

y
because of a national strike by
state telecommunication workers

Members of the Lesotho Tele-
communications Union, which
has been locked mn a ﬂd_,ispute with

unication cut
2190 (1L

—_— e

LCesotho workers strike

the governm ce 1594 over'  cut earlyfesterday

allegattons of corruption and un- Talks between the government

farr dismmussals, went on stuke on and the wion degenerated mto a

Wednesday slanging match yesterday, with
The domestic telephone net-  the union saymg it was not satis-

work 15 still operatmg, but lm-  fied wrth tha government’s pro-

ternational lines to Lesoutio were posals to resolve the Isue - AFPF,
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Sualé(e isolates Lesothi(;
MASE fU‘ ?L sntﬁﬁsc.;ﬁf Zéﬁzf?fén the

rest of the world as a strike by hundreds of Lesotho
Telecommunications Corporation (LTC) workers ended
its first week.

A spokesman for the strikers said they would con-
tinue to push for their main demand of an improvement
in the management of the corporation. ﬂ

The entire Basotho nation was unable to commu-j
nicate with the outside world because all telecom-—
mugicatiun facilities and services are provided by the™?
LTC.

The cellular phone company Vodacom was also
unable to operate as its exchange is on premises
owned by LTC.

Employees said the management had failed to com-
ply with a pledge to offer workers and the public a 20
percent shareholding in a joint venture between the
LTC and Vodacom,

Transport and Communications Minister Mamoshe-
bi Kabi failed to reach a compromise with workers over
their long list of demands. - Sapa,
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Fewer Basotho h: .d for
o bl

Maseru — The number of tho muneworkers refrun

eold mines during the furst quarter of this year has dropped by more than
1 000, compared with the figure for the same pertod last year

Statistics from the Employment Bureau of Africa showed that 23 507
Basotho mmeworkers were sent to the gold munes from January to March
this year compared with 24 61711 the same pertod last year

Graham Gregory, the bureau’s general manager mn Maseru, said the
etrenchment of Basotho mineworkers and declnng recruitment had had
an adverse effect on the Lesotho economy SImee the economy was depen-
lent on the money muners sent home o their relatives — Independent
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