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sharpeville march 21,1960 Sixty nine Africens shot dead

by police, hundrads injured end thousands arrested.

SHARPEVILLE, Symbol of the violsnce and racism of white South
Africa. Symbol of whits destruction of non-violent Africen
protest. Symbol of the violent truth.

inside south africa 1n the Republic of South Africa the
white 19 per cent of the population has totel political end
sconomic control over the 81 per cent African, Asien and
"Colored" (peopls of mixed recial ancestry} mmjority. They
also control 100 per cent of the land, 87 per cent of which
is to be ooccupisd by whites only. The remeining land (cone-
taining virtuslly ncne of the country's netural resources) is
"pasarved” for the 13 million Africans who comprise a cheap
labor pool for whits-owned industry and agriculture. The
aversge per cepita income of Africans is only 10 per cent that
of whites in South Africs.

One main piller of this system of spsrtheid (the forced in-
equality of recial groups) is the PASS LAWS. Every African
is required to carry o pess (referance) book in order to work,
move sbout, or live anywhere. Failure to produce e pass on
demand is = criminal offence which results in imprisonment

and finea for half a million Africans every year. It is the
pass system which enables the whits govarnment to contirol the
black majority with police stete efficisncys To Africans the
pess is ® "badge of slavery."

the sharpeV|||e MAassSacCre the pess lews becems the fo
cus of protest in 1960 for s newly formad African nationalist
party, the Pan Africanist Congress (PAC), an offshoot of the
older African National Congresa (ANC). The PAC leader, Menge-
liso Robert Sobukwe, sent out the call to ectilons

Sons and daughters of the soil, on Monday,
March 21, 1960 we launch our Positive Deci-
sive Action againat the Pess Lawe . . . Are
we still prepared to be healf-human baings in
our fatherland or are we prepared to ba citi-
zens = = man and women in a democratic non-
racial South Africa? How long shall we be
callad Bantu, Native, Non-Eurcpean, Non-White,
or stinking Kaeffir in our own fatherlend? .
How long shall we rot physicelly, spiritually
and morelly? How long shall we starve amid
plenty in our fatherlend? How long shall we



be a rightless, voteless and voicelass
11,000,000 in cur fatherland?

The PAC plan wes to mobilize the Africsn psople to march and
to assemble at police stations without their passes thus in-
viting arrest. This was to bs supported by a general work
stoppage. If successful the jeils would be full, the lebor
force would be cut, and the government would have to reconsi-
der its policies. The protest wes to be non-violent. Sobukwe
said, "Our peoples must be taught now and continuously that in
this campaign we sre going to observe sbsolute non-violence .
e » Weo are leading the vitel, bresthing and dynamic youth of
our lsnd. We are leading that youth, NOT TO DEATH BuT TO LIFE
ABUNDANT, "

fore than a quarter of a million people responded to the call
for civil disobsdience throughout South Africa on Merch 21,

At Sharpeville, an African “"location®™ thirty miles south of
Johannesburg, 5,000 or more Africens messsd at the police ste-
tion during the marning. Some pesople came thinking that they
would hsar some snnouncements releted to an earlier polics in-
cident whers tear gas and some shooting had occurred; others
expecting e statement conoerning passes. It wes not en angry
mob, but more like a celsbration. There is no evidence thst
the police ever tried to find out why the crowd had gathered
or had asked them to disperass, In mid-morning South African
Sabre jets buzzed the crowd, snd the police, now 300 in num=
ber, formad a line between the police station and a low wire
fence surrounding the police compound. Some had eutomatic
weapons which they were told to load. Five Saracen armored
trucks moved into the crowd. The demonstration leadars asked
the crowd to keep away from the fence, and several of them
were arrested when the Spsciel Branch (security polics) ceme
into the ersa. The crowd was noisy but not violent.

Then without werning, the police opened fire., When it wes
all over forty seconds later, 69 Africens were dsad, 180
wars wounded. The dead included eight women and ten childe
ren. The South Africen Governmant was guick to clsim thst
tha police hed been charged by an angry mob, but Dr. John
Friedmen, Senior District Surgeon, later testified that 70
par cent of the victims wers SHOT IN THE BACK. CEyewitness
reports cite that the Africens had nc wespons, end that none
were found on the ground after the massacre.

Africens defied the peas laws and refused to work throughout
citiss in South Africa. Shootings occurred elsewhere as well,
As demonstrations end marchas continued, there was panic in



thes land. Foreign investors begen a rush to withdraw cepi-
tal feering further troubles, and South Africe's gold and
foreign ressarves droppsd considerebly. But ths revolution
did not coms, The passive resistance cempsign wes brutally
suppressed. After the Sharpeville massacrs, the police went
on arresting Africans, even some who were wounded and ra-
covering in hospitals. In Nyange, near Cepe Town, the policse
wers turned loose for four days with orders to whip every
sale African they encountered, “For sheer sadism,” wrote
Canadien correspondent Norman Phillips, "the closest compari-
son to what hsppened at Nyanga was when the Gestapo sealed
of f the Wersaw ghettoc end began to annihilete it." The
government soon declarsd s State of Emergency and on April
18, it banned the two mejor African movements, the PAC and
the ANC, as unlawful orgeanizations.

Sharpesville marks a tims when some believed that positive
chengs wee imminent in South Africa, Why did it not ocour?
During the esrly 1960's after the Sharpsville debeclas, the
country underwsnt a severe financisl crisis. But key inter-
national and Americen financisrs did not lose confidence in
the profitebility of white recism. Thus the Internationel
Monetery Fund, tha World Benk, First Nationel City Benk and
others, including Cherles . Engelhard, the largest U.S.
sxplofiter in South Africe, extended crsdit and losns thers=-
by putting the South African sconomy back on its feet. Dur~
ing these ysars also the consortium of U.S. banks, led by
Chass Manhattan, renewed s $40 million revolving credit loen
to the South African Government, end General Motors bought
full page sds in the Johannesburg papers sxpressing confi-
dence in stable future of South Africs.

The international community expressed horror at Sharpsville;
Amsrican businesses expressed confidence, and objections
were brushed aside by clsims that U.S. business was really

bresking down apartheid.

repression after sharpeville the popular claim of s,
business that American support, sconomic or political, has
modersted apartheid has no basis, During the lest decade
U.Se investwent in South Africa has grown to sbout $800
million and more than 400 American companies have affiliates
or subgidiaries there. In that same psriod, the government
has instituted mors repressive measures sc that today, South
Africe is e worse police state than it was in 1960,



Following the panic of 1960, the government launched s bru-~
tal cempsign of persscution, speerhseded by the then Minis-
ter of Justice who had besn interned during World War II
for pro-Nezi sympsthies, and who is the prassent Prime
Minister, B.J. Vorster. The campeign aimed to crush all
African politicel opposition. Oetention without triasl,

SHARPEVILLEs “Hundreds of kids wers running,
too, One little boy had on en old black coat,

' which he held up behind his hesd, thinking, per-
‘ haps, that it might save him from the bullete.

5 Same of the children, hardly as tall as the

3 grass, were lsaping like rabbits., Some wers

shot, too." (Husphrey Tyler, Afpica Todsy, §/60.)

house arrest, censorship, restrictions on movemsnt end assem-
bly, bannings « these were the legislative measures sanction-
ad by white South Africa. At the same time the last vestiges
of non-white repressntation in government were ended, end the
“Bantusten” theory of sepsrste Africen tribal homslands both

implemsnted and redefined to meke black South Africans alisns




in their own country. The police were encouraged to use
physicel torture (electric and weter), and mental torture
{indefinite solitary confinement). Between 1963 and 1965
thousands of activists were jailed, Some had been informed
on by the clever spy system created by the government; and
others committed suicide or wers murdered by the police.

It was during this period that much of the leadership of
the politicel movements was jailed in South Africe or
ferced into exile.

The South Africen Government now claiss that all ie pesce~- -
ful, that the Africans have besn won over and that they
happily accept epartheid, The blatant untruth of this
asssrtion can be docusented in meny ways. Inside South
Africe there continues to be evidence, in spite of all the
pelice have done, of an sctive politicsl underground, The
trials of alleged party members heve occurred in ths latter
paxrt of the 1960's, the final one of the decede being that
of 22 Africens indicted under the Terrorism Act and said
to be members of the ANC, The Terrorism Act is the latest
of South Africa's represalvs laws and was passad by the

all white Parliement in 1967. Under the act persons can

be detained indefinitely without trisl, Terrorism is
defined so broadly that it ensbles the government to arrest
snyone it choosss. For exampls, an action which has the
effsct of “swberrassing the sdministration of the affairs
of the State” can be definad as sn act of terrorism. The
minisum sentence is five yssrs imprisonment, the maximum

is death.

"Aasgeful® states do not have ta ensct Terrorism lams.
South Africa which has the werld's highest snnual sxecu=
tion rate cen hardly be called pesceful. Police in peace-
ful states do not sutometicelly use dogs for crowd control
or shoot down laborers over a miner dispute.

Evary day bringe news of greater and greater repression
in South Africe., News that South Africs, through her
growing economic and militery power, is moving to control
the nations ercund hsr, South Afriea hes already incore
porated South West Africa (Namibia) in defiance of the
United Nations, and has sent military forces te help the
Smith reqgime in Rhodesis. Seuth Africe is also cooperat-
ing with colenial Portugal te suppress the Afrigens of
Angela, Guinee, and Mezembique.

Every dey alse brings news that the struggls for libera-
tion advances.
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the liberation struggle  wnite South Africe hes made
peaceful protest futile and impossible., It hae dons every-
thing in its power, a power bolstered by European and Ameri-
can capital and allies, to crush African resistence. But
tatel suppreseion of ths liberation struggle hes failed.

On ons front, ths African National Congress hss united
forces with the Zisbasbwe Africen Peeples Union (ZAPU) snd
since Auguet, 1967 guerrilles of both movements have besn
invelved in joint actions sgainst Smith's troops on Zimbabe
we (Rhedesis) soil, Within South Africa iteelf svidence ]
of PAC and ANC activities continue.

In the Portuguese colonies of Angola, Mozasbique and Guines
(Bissau), the armed struggle, initieted in 1961 in Angols,
has provided new victories in all the territoriss. Ths
Portuguese have besn eliminated from vest sress which are
now liberetad and governed by the Africen peoples. In thess
zones the politicel movements, such as ths Mozsmbiqus Liber-
stion Front (FRELIMO), have sstablished new sducational and
health facilitiss, as wsll ss structures of locel commerce
snd government.

Military warfare has
elso begun in the
northern reglons of
Namibia (South lest
Africa) where Scuth
Africe has placed
air beses end extrs
border troopss

In all of the regions
of military confliot,
the snemy of the Afri-
can peoples, Portugal
Rhodesia and South
Africs, is being ald-
ed by growing Western
economic support or
particularly in the

. cese of Portugel, by
military support,




But the fight for fresdom and self-determination will con-
tinue,

Oliver Tembo, Acting President of the African National
Congress, has said sbout his own country,

We Pight for a South Africa in which

thers will be no reciel discriminetion,

no inequalitiss based on color, cresd, or
rece; a nonwracisl democracy which recog-
nizes the essential equality betwasen man
and men . . » The power of government will
rest in the hands of the mejority of the
people regardless of considerstions of
rece. But our first and immediete task is
to win over the powar to ruls our country
as it should be ruled, that is, to replecs
ths regims which consists of a ¥hite minor-
ity with a people’s government enjoying
the mandete from all the people.

Building the
Revolution,

A Mozesbisan
guerrille,




future sharpevilles and international action
Change
in all of southern Africea will come as the struggle of the
psople develops. Sherpeville as a aymbol of white vie-
lence still exists; Sherpevills ss a symbol eof black
courage exists. The Africen struggle will naturally be ine
fluenced by the sctions of the Internstional supporters of

the South African regime.

At this point the United States prefers vested economic
interests based on a system of raw exploitation called
spartheid, to self-determination, These interests mean
UsSe diplomatic end perhaps sven direct military support
for South Africa at some point in time.

for all these reasons, we must act in solidarity wmith the
growing stwsuggle sgainst injustice.

The werld community, et the United Netions, has chosen
March 21 ss the International Day for the Elimination of
Recial Discrimination. The United Nationa Gensrel Assem-
bly has requested “all States to commemorate . . « 21 Merch
e s o in soliderity with the oppressed psople of South
Africa.," An sppesl by the U.N. Special Committee on the
Policies of Apartheid calls upon membar states to relete to
the pesople and to the movemesnts in various concrets weys.
1t has called upon them tos :

= gontribute feod, clothes, medicines,
sducational materisls, and monies to
the liberation organizetions;

= help the movements disseminate in-
formation on their legitimate
struggles

= provide travel documents, smployment
and educational opportunities to
refugess from South Africa.

The United States Government fulfills none of these
requests, but the American people can snd must helpy both
in peletion to the liberetion struggle and to scting
against U.S. government snd businsss cellaboration in
southern Africa.



how you can help

1.

2.

3o

4

OME INFOR AND INFORM OTHERSs Write to the
following groups for information about southern Africa.

w Amsrican Committee on Africe
164 Madison Avenue
New York, New York 10016
= Africa Resesarch Group
P.0. Box 213
Cambridge, Massachusette 02138
= U.N. Special Committese on Apartheid
Room 3580
United Netions, New York 10017

Subsoribe to SCUTHERN AFRICA, a monthly news and

analysis bulletin availshle from the University Christian
Movement, Southern Africe Committes, 475 Riverside Dr.,
Room 782, New York, New York, 10027,

SUPPORT _THE LIBERATION MOVEMENTSs Send funds direectly

to the movements or via ths Africa Defense and Aid

Fund of the American Committee on Africe (ACOA). Books,
clothes, medicines, and other items are nesded as well,
A list of speskers from the libaration movements is

evailable from ACOA.

0 I MASSACREs Hold

s public meeting or have a special fund raising evsnt
at your church, symagogue, club. March 21 should be
set aside., Peopls cen contribute to the liberation
struggle or to other needs of the epponents of racism,

MONSTRATE OR HOLD A RALLY at South African offices
Econsulato-, airweys, tourizt egencies) or hold en
action fecusing on U.S. support for South Africe et e
government or corporstion office.

BEGIN PUBLIC INFORMATION AND ACTION CARPAIGNS. For

information releated to U.S. corporate ectivity in South
Afiice; msodels for action et universities; and other
materials, write to the sbove groups.

- ek W ap & W™ W -

Prapared by the Southern Africe Committes, U.C.M, and the
American Committee on Africa, Published by ACOR, 164
Macdison Avenue, New Yerk, New York 10016,



(;::;ardly things may go on in South Africs much a;‘\\\
before. Visitors may find a booming economy, the
white minority may seem securs in their privileged
position for eny foresesable future, some urhan Afri-
cans mey have a higher living standard than formerly.
But all this ought not to deceive enybody. The fact
' is that for the first time both sides in the raciel
struggle in South Africa are now committed to vio-
lence; the white minority to preserve the
the non-white majority to changes change from' a
seciely dominated by apsptheid to one that is none
ragial in charscter,

(The Rt. Rev. Ambross Resves, The
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