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DURBAN - Transvaalers
who take their pets with
them to Durban on holl
day could take the
dreaded rabies disease
back to their province
when they return home.

Durban’s state vetaepi.
narian, Mr Matt Ekron,
hatg warned holiday-
makers to check the vacei-
nation certificates of their
animals,

“Preventive shots for
tabies are not compulsory
in the Transvaal,” he said,
“so  veterinarians often
give dogs anti-distemper
and parve virus shots
only,

“Many owners don’t
check angd think their
dogs have rdbies immuni-
ty as well,”

Others deliberately ig-
nored, the rules restricting
animal movements,

If infected catg and |
dogs were taken inte
cities such as Johannes.
burg and Pretoria, rabies
could spread rapidly and
endanger Thundreds of
lives,

“People do not realise
they are playing with
fire,” said Dr Ekron.

“Animals brought into
Natal should be inocula-
ted at least 30 davs before
they arrive and at this
stage, if they are done
here, must remain in
Natal for 30 davs hefore
leaving.”

“Dhere are always stray
dogs around and pet
owners would not neces
sarily notice if their ani
mals had been bitten b
one,”

Habies was found in
dog in Durban in M:
and later cases have bes
reported in Eshowe =a;
Vryheid.
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Tribune Reporter

- MEDICAL authorities
“ believe they are win-
ning the battle against
cholera and there is
lattle chance of it grip-
ping Durban.

But they warned:
Any relaxation in the
fight against the disease
and it could flare again.

_At Stanger, the worst
hit area, twgo State
Health Department
clinics have treated 30
sushected cases in the
past three days - as
opposed to 200 last
week,

“There has been a
terrific reduction in the
humber of cases treated
and it seems to be un-
der control,” a spokes-
man said yesterday.

Only 24 patients are
being treated for the
disease at Stanger Pro-
vincial Hospital where
the wards were over-
flowing with cholera
victims at the beginning
of the week.

“We have had eight
deaths at the hospital
since the outhreak but
in the past three days

T T WS SR ¥ CEE Y mp— -

we have had only 11 ad-
missions,” a hospital
spokesman said,

And at Clairwood
Hospital, which will be
used as the main back-
up centre if the disease
breaks out in Durban,
17 patients have been

ggeated since December

Five of the patients
being treated at the hos.
pital, where a man died
this week, are from the
gutlying Durban town-
slhps at Umlaz, Phos-

nix¥ and KwaMashu.

“Many of these cases
have to he confirmed
as having cholera but
we cannot take
chances,” a hospital
spokesman said.

Meanwhile, an isoiat-
ed cholera case has
been reported in cen-
tfral Durban.

A Yyoung  Dblack
woman staying at a
Grey Street hoste! was
admitted to Xing Ed-
ward Hospital suffering
from severe diarrhoea,
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Sister Nontata Gumede at-

tends to a child at one of
the emergency clinic
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CHOLERA is “spreadin

like wildfire” throughou
the KwaZulu areas of Ma-
pumulo and Ndwedwe

and now heading towards
Durban.

Eighteen patients have
heen admitted to the isola-
tion wards of Clairwood

| Hospital.

The' patients came from
nearby Inanda, Adams Mis-
sion, Umlazi, Kwa Mashu and
from the Ndwedwe and
Stangeir districts, _acqurdmg
to the senior medical super-
‘ntendent of the hospital.

One patient from the Mol-
weni district of the Valley of
a Thousand Hills died in hos-
pital.this week. - .-

Health inspectors have al-

ready started tracing:people -

with whom the deadgg:a*n Wwas
in contact. L

T

The - district slfrgglin of

.t stanger, Dr E C Bhorat, said

*his week that the annual pilc, |’

| erimage of about:50 000 fol-

' 1 Towers of thé TRev Londa- :}

Shembe to the sacred Nhlan-
gakazi mountain 1n Inanda

It will hit the .
siums

“The disease ¢ould--have i

reached very grave propor-
tions if the Department of
Health had not stepped in.

Officials from the Depart-
ment of Health told the Rev
Shembe that the pilgrimage
would have to be cancelled
unless sufficient chlorinated
water was made available
and trench latrines were pro-
vided for the pilgrims.

Ii was the first time in 60
years that the pilgrimage did
not take place.

Dr Bhorat said Stanger
hospital had more than 300
cases of cholera.

“The situation is very bad.

“In order to stop the dis-
ease from spreading and to

.prevent it in the future, re-
ticulated water must be pro-
vided to the problem areas,

“Though the disease will
not hit the city of Durban, it
is sure to hit the slums close-
ly surrounding the city.

“f am quite prepared to set
up a meeting between the Ur-
ban Foundation, the Port
Natal authorities and anyone -
else concerned about the wel-
fare of the people, and to
start off a fund to make it
possible to supply reticulated

water to the people in sur-
rounding districts.”

A spokesman for the health
authorities in Durban said
there were contingency plans
in the event of an epidemic
hitting the city.

Emergency
clinic

At Glenville, health au-
thorities have converted the

Parakabad state-aided Indi-
an school into an emergency

. | clinic.

Sister Nontata Gumede,
who has been seconded to the
clinic from Tongaat. health
clinic, said the clinic had

. treated more than 400 pa-
_tients since it came into oper-

ation on December 23.
“Things are pretty bad in

-this-area. Those who are very

ill are put on drips and those
who are serious are removed
to the Stanger hospital 30km
away.

“A second clinic has al-
ready opened near Stanger
and there are plans to con-
vert a school in the Tandeni
area of KwaZulu, where most
of the cases come from,”’ she
said.

And the cholera epidemic
sweeping through parts of

| Zululand claimed another

three victims this week.

Three people died at the
Eshowe provincial hospital,
where 45 suspected cases are
being treated.

Maritzburg has had its
first case of cholera, but
health officials believe there

was cancelled because of Ehe

.cholera outbreak.
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Dr Denise Lemas, heopital
medical superintondent, re-
fused to say whetlier anr oli-
er cholera suspocts had sinces
been admiited and referrec
all inquiries to the Depart-
ment of Health.

During the past several
weeks, the department's
health teams have warned
people in the Melmoth dis-
trict of the dangers of chol-
era and the need for preven-
tive measures — such &as
chlorinated or botled water.
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A  regidermt's agssogiztion .
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callad 3¢ Lomuyem’ uncer :

the chairm:zonship of a Rak- | =
halafzinwe resident, Mr Za-
chary Mzkwanazi, ap-
preached the Melmoth town
clerk with reguests for water
suprlies and sanitgtion

f
;
W
Extra taps and temporary m

¥ - g

e
e
1

toilets were 1nstalled and a
nrew bizex housing was
planned, for which the tewn
board made land available to
the Port Natal Administra-
tion Beard.

Building has rot yet stayt-
ed because funds are awatted
from the central quthority 1n
Pretornia.
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PRETORIA - Six sus-
pected cases of cholera
were admitted to the Ju-
bilee Hospital in Temba,
near Hammanskraal, at the
weekend, |
The hospital's medical -
superintendent, Dr Gerald
Malan, said there were 18
suspected cases of cholera T
in the hospital. .
- “We are holding our own 1
11 against the disease and we
O | are doing everything we
can to.bring it under con- - o ] _ -
- L trol,” said Dr Malan. T T
1€ He said they were still ,
T | “continuing with their health -
1€ | education programme, -
2 . .
- The cholera outbreak in ]
| 'S 1 the ‘Moretele district '
claimed six lives last year
and more than 150 people
"El‘: were freated at the Jubilee
;, Hospital, — Sapa ’ I
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vicious march through
Natal’s slums and shanty
towns,

J!‘
1

. . ",
. - Since it wag first identi-

fied-in Natal in August —

‘at Ingwavioma in.the ex. .

treme northers part of the
brovince — cholers has
Sown misery among hun-
dreds of thousands of peo-
ple living without sanita-
tion or clean water sup-

H phers.

After killing nine people
in the Ingwavuma area,

the disease Spread

hrough Stanger and
Eshowe, and now seems to
be approaching Empange-
ni. It has already hit Dur-
ban's slum areas, and one

*persun died there last

weelk,

A total of 31 .peuplé died
of the water-borne disease

e P

Natal slums -
J‘.OHANNES,BURG —
-~ Cholera is cohtinuing its

1 1981 — many of them in
Natal, , .-
In:Natal and KwaZuly
combined, more than 1 000
cholera patiénts have
been treated ‘Since’ the
epidemic: started acecorg.
ing to the Department of
Health S

In Melméth — a small
town. 5 km- west of
Empangqni — &8 suspected

cholera cage was admitted
on December 30, -

Makhalafukwe — 5 slum
area.in the middle of Mel- .
moth where aboyt 800 peo- *

. Ple live without tojlet faci-*
lities and share a poliuted
water, supply — has long
been regarded as a health
hazard by. residents, some
of whom approached, the
Melmoth town clerk with
requests f'nr]. water syp- !
plies and sanitation. ‘
Extra“taps were instal.
,led ‘ang temporary toilets
“planned, but building hag
not started .yet. — DDC,,
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| . Bill Fain
K Science Correspondent
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Rapid spread

This was followed by its rapid spread over much
of India, where it is thought to have killed millions
of people. This was the beginning of the 1st pan-
demic. By 1831, cholera had reached Britain, kill-
ing 22 000 people, after which it spread throughout
North and Central America, even reaching mili-
lary posts in remote frontier areas.

About every decade or S0, for the next half cen-
tury, further pandemics occurred, all reaching
Britain. Over 160 000 people died there. Since the
pandemic of 1866, however, cases in Western Eu-
rope have been few and far between, since pure
water supplies and good sanitation — the surest
way to prevent the disease — had by then been
widely established.

Until the basic facts were known — that cholera
spreads through food and water supplies which
have been tainted with infected faeces — the au-
thorities were in the dark. ‘Cures’ were rife and
included electric shocks, the recommendation to
wear flannel belts and stockings, cauterisation of’
the spine, the inhalation of carbolic vapour, and
many others.

Although cases of cholera had turned up in the
southern part of Africa in the 19th Century, the
pandemics of the kind that scourged the East and
also Europe were unknown here.

Brought in by ship

Outbreaks in South Africa consisted of a few
cases which were inadvertently admitted into the
country. In 1888 the vessel Quathlamba, carrying
immigrants from Indian coastal cities, arrived at
Durban with 27 cholera cases, nine having died on
board. The ship was placed in quarantine in the
harbour until-the patients had recavered.,

I 1890 the Congella came to Durban from Ma-
dras with about 400 Indians on board. Five of the
passengers were ill, and as food poisoning was sus-
pected, arrangements were made for their admis-
sion to hospital.

One patient died on the way and another on the
following day. More of the immigrants fell ili and
two died after violent vomiting and diarrhoea. In-
vestigation confirmed that the disease was

- cholera.

Since then, no further cases of cholera oceurred

" 1n South Africa until 1980, when it turned up in the

Eastern transvaal, following a steady march down
Africa.

But since 1970, health officials here have been

© concerned about the arrival of the disease, since it

can spread like wildfire and kill its vietims from
ﬂehydration and shock to the system in a matter of
ours.

The pattern of the latest outbreak is quite clear.
All the cases are occurring where contaminated
water is being used for drinking and washing.
There is no risk of the epidemic spreading to areas
where a clean water supply is assured.

Hygiene the answer

Most health authorities do not seem to favour
vaccination against the disease as a prominent
control measure. The vaccine available provides
only partial protection for about six months.

Use of the vaccine gives a false sense of security
to those who use it and may thus encourage the
consumption of unsafe water or food. :

Good hygiene is the answer to cholera. By and
large we have this in the urban areas here. But it
will be a long, hard slog to achieve such hygiene in
all rural areas and so it is likely that now cholera
has arrived, it will tragically claim its victims for
many years to come.
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e-u S .
Weekend rains  haye hen 18 potie . cokend kWaZulu where hyp
‘ when batients were
Probably  diluteq admitted to the hospi-  dreds of cases haye
cholera-plagued rivers tal. been reported, .
in the Transvaa] cany. Eleven cholers cases Dr James Gillilang,
SINg a drop - jip the  Were admitted to Claip. deputy director-geners]
incidents of the killep Wo0Od Huspltay, Durban, of health Services, saig
disease in fhe ppct ; on Saturday night. his department had not
Dast few This morning tpe yet compiled figures to
days, says DJE' Gerald hospital had 29 give the total of
Malan,  superintendent patients being treateg weekend cases,
of  Jubilee Hospital for the diseage which is Cholera olgj
’ : med 31 _
Temba, peap Ham- Spreading throughont lives last year and, hy
manskraal. Natal, our other late lagt week, more
_ poople were waiting to  yp o 1400 cases haq . i
Dr *Malan sald that go home, been reported since the h
only six cases had been One person cdied second outbreak Iast
admitted - Sinﬂe NEW frﬂm. ﬂhﬂlera n the Auguﬁt.
Year's Day, bringing  Rtospital Jast week. Dr Gilliland saig
the number of cholera Throughout Natal at  that o4 Deodple retur-
Cases in the ward tg 18 jeast 92 contirmed  neg from their holi.
iy ’ cases were reported days, there would be
| _&I‘E_ has ‘bE*EH 2 over the weekenq = ittle flare-ups all gver )
decline in the Incidents  but these are provision-  the ghe h ;
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The Natal Mercury, Monday, January 4, 1982

s = rent holiday period might”
pass the disease on to

others if they did not prac-

Mercury Reporter He pointed out that

THE Secreta ¢ Health he_alth education was not
t and 1.3:1,53:; r}f’:::rrmli*'ﬁraZmﬂvu going to prove useful unless : i
DrMV Gumede, iast. nighi gafe drinking water was tise hyglene or use chlorine

issued @ warning that the provided in all areas. in their water SOUTCeS.

! people of the region should Dr Gumede said the According to figures re-
not be lulled into a sense of health education measures  leased by the State Depart-
false security as far as chol- applied 1n affected areas  ment of Health, thousands

era was concerned. had proved to be successful  of cholera patients have

] so far but he said he wasTe-  heen treated in hos itals
Referring to the mareh of  Jyctant to say that the situa-  and clinics in Nata? and

the water-borne disease, i : :
which has stampeded ngﬁgf s completely under E’*‘-’S?E;ltl‘;ldﬁlﬂﬂe the epidem-

through slums and shanty : '
towns since making its ap- ) A total of 31 people d1_ed
pearance in the Ingwavuma Warning of cholera in South Africa
district in August last year, Although the numbers of last year, many of them
Dr Gumede said: ‘Cholera  cholera natients have drop- from the Natal/KwaZulu

has come to stay. ped in the last week ot both  regien.
He said South Africa the Stanger and Mapumuio Last week alone four peo-
1 needed a comprehensive hospitals, health officials  ple died — three of these at
s water policy in order to  have warned that people the Eshowe Provineial Hos-
, stamp out diseases of this  visiting these cholera-in- pital and one ib Durban’s

nature. fected areas during the cur- Clairwood Hospital.
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Staﬂ' Repurter such 'as Buphuth Tiwa-
Nearly 400 .more cases N :
of ~cholera were noli- The thost recent
fied over the weekend' cases include 285 from
brmgmg ‘the total nuin- ’ Natal, 38 from Lebowa,
ber' of! cases Since the i4 from ‘the Southern
e.pldemm broke out last  Transvaal and 18 from
August tn close on- kwaZulu, “but Dr Gil-
2 000. * liland said he doubted
Dr James G11111and ~ the accuracy. of the
deputy director-general - " kwaZulu figure.
of -health services, said +  “Some of these cases
36%. “bacteriologically = may he older, but the
DI‘{WEH" cases had ]jeen © results have m'il‘!n" EDI'HEF
reported since Decem: from the labﬂf&’tﬂr}”
ber3L. . | 3 .+ now.” he said.
IIuwever “hig" depart -« Cholera. . killed -at’

ment had not yet - least 31 people last

. year and one of the
1ECEWEL‘1 flguras fl‘f}m ﬁrmqt hit areas has

-parts of the ‘ountry  been kwaZulu,

)
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Cholera epldeml
but not ovér,s

Mercury Reporter
THE deputy director of the
State Health Department,
Dr James Gilliland, said
yesierday that, whlle the
cholera epldemm in Natal
and KwaZulu had been
contained, it was not over.

At the same time there
was no reason for the public
7o panic about the situation.
Dr Gilliland said that the
%numher of cholera patients
visiting emergency clinics
:set up by his department

had dropped during the .

past few days and admis-
sions to hospitals such as
the Stanger Provincial Hos-

pital had also declined.

He said that a special
meeting had heen held in
Pretoria vesterday to dis-
cuss contingeney plans to
meet the threat posed by
the return to the urban
areas of blacks visiting the
rural districts during the
holiday period.

He emphasised that there
was normally ne risk of a
major cholera outbreak in
the cities where there was
sanitation and reticulated
water.

‘However, we must expect
an upsurge in sporadic
cases when people are re-

Fl—

turnm from the rural
areas,’ Dr Gilliland added.

At Stanger Hospital 12
new patients were admitted
yesterday and nine new ad-
missions were reported at
the Mapumulo hospital.
Spokeswomen for hoth hos-
pltals explained that newly-
opened clinics in the area
were taking the load off
their facilities.

Three patients were ad-
mitted to Clairwood Hospi-
tal vesterday and 13 were
discharged.

The medical superinten-
dent of the hospital, Dr D G
Standing, said he hoped it

T;) contza@

—_—— - —_— e - —
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would not be necessary to
put contingency plans for
accommodating more chol-
era patients into operation.
The hospital can cater for
28 chulera victims and at
present there are 23 pa-
tients in the ward.

" The Department of Health
in Pretoria said in a state-
ment yesterday that they
had been notified of 243
new cholera cases in South
Africa compared with the
sitnation a week ago. Of
these, 178 were from Natal.

The department said 529
cases of cholera had heen
reported in KwaZulu,
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to the Jubilee Hospital
in Temba near Ham-
manskraal
weekend. -

hospital.

.**We are holding our
own against thedisease
and we "~ are doing
everything we tan to,
| bring it under control,’’

the

The hospital’s medi-
| cal .superintendent, Dr .
Gerald Malan,- sald”’
there were'18 suspected
cases of cholera in the
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"‘“a str ;k again
_ said Dr Malan. ar and more than 150 |
still continuing with g“* Jubilee Hnsp:tdl -
their health education 28Pa |
programme. | | AT,
**Our health team is
doing the rounds in the
villages chlorinating 1
water and seemg to it
‘that residents do not
"drink ntreated
water,’”’ said Dr
Malan, - A
_ The cholera outbreak -
In the Moretele district
claimed six lives last
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‘More cholera
~cases reported

-4
e

PRETORIA — A further
243 cases of cholera had
been notified since De-
cember 29 1981, the De-
partment of Health said
yesterday.

In a statement, the de-
partment said the addi-
tional “bacteriologically
proven’’ cases were re-
ported from Lebowa (34),
Natal (178), Southern
Transvaal (13), Northern
Transvaal (9) and Gazank-
ulu (9).

“As far as KwaZulu is
concerned no new cases
have been notified since
our previous press release

(on December 29),” the de-
partment said.

“It must, however, he
noted that there have been
529 cases of cholera to
date, and not 580 as pre-
viously stated.”

Six suspected cases of
cholera have been admit-
ted to the Jubilee Hospital
in Temba near Hanimans-
kraal.

The hospital’s medical
superintendent, Dr Gerald
Malan, said there were 18
suspected cases of cholera
in the hospital.

“We are holding our own
against the disease and we
are doing everything we

can to bring it under con-
trol,” said Dr Malan.

He said they were still
continuing with their

health education prog-
ramme,

“Our health team is
doing the rounds in the
villages, chlorinating wa-
ter and seeing to it that
residents do not drink un-
treated water,” said Dr
Malan.

The eholera outbreak in
the Moretele district
claimed six lives last year
and more than 150 people
were (reated at the
Jubilee hospital. — SAPA.
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Merecury. Reporter ease by drinking untreated

DUSI boss Etnie Pearce -water from a stream which.

was adamant yestérday that drains into the Umgeni

&l .1 the government. would have -, River: R

pi1 | to, step in to. stop thesDust Mr Pearce said a doctor
"Marathon next week 1f the. . iand nursing sisters would
chgoléra itﬁré':at-.i'n"tﬁe “‘be on duty at both overnight-

| UmgengRINer were consid Bt S R0 Anyone with
AN ergd,sgﬁnﬁ’gﬁéhnugh:%ﬁﬁf:;l :ydiahorrea should report 1o
1 SWe ire goingrahend, ‘the medical tent immediate-
81 | trants will be given a wril- isaid he doubted cholera
i | ten warning at the stidrt in ywould show itself in the .
B |.pietermaritzburg on .Short three days of the dusl.

3 -4

' Wednesday about the possis 4 :Canoeists have been
| 1 bility of aontracting cholera ‘training on the Umgeni and
through drinking river {Umsindusi rivers for
water. oo ‘months without anyone fall-

‘{Canoeists will also be ing i1l with cholera. I would
warned ‘not to allow their he the first to know if they
| | children and heipers to ‘had. Both the 50-miler and ‘
cwim in the river at over- - the non-stop Dusi relay
night stops, or to wash eat- .have been held In recent
‘ing utensils in the Tiver. weeks without problems.
Officials will he on duty to. + Mr pearce said that there

- o - —

see that these restrictions ‘would be three watering .
| C points on the first day, iwo

are observed.’

" Mr Pearce’s statement fol-
lows the death a few days
ago of an African._from the
Molweni area near Hillerest
from cholera, The victim ap-

parently contracted the dis-

on the second

day and two

_on the final day. .- .-
‘purified water for drink-
ing and showering will be

L]

P

available at
stops, he ad

hoth overnight
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the euthreak vas soroding
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l The stalement soid tahory-
tories had confirmed the
poeurence ef 1704 cases
; cince &ngust;nmnnh Yirrey
end neighouning Sliles and
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H\q

\ i tirat the death rate hag ey

Tontted by vith the | sIp of
~ Creld irams and ruval lintes
! £ samte two Lo thr-2 e es
! every 103 notified”.

! The highest concentration
{ of cases in bofh epidomies
! was In the nerth-vastron re-
; gioens of Sonth Afries.
E Rwadulu had reporied w22
¥

cases of the toigl in the
}’HE’E‘E‘HI elitbrealt, inclading
748 in the regions bordviing
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Lm % But Dr Gerard Em_mu
“medical superintendent at
_,F Jubilee Hospital in Temba,
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killed 31 people in 1981. * -

five or six years to develop. ,
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And although health spokesmen have said ﬁmoEm Em% nmq&cﬁ a =m_“E.m_ .
immunity to cholera, a hospital mnvmnﬁﬁmummﬁ warned _&mﬁ this may _”mwm

il

Dr Howard Botha of the | - — ° —
Department of Health said | °
yesterday:  ““Our special
heaith education teams have
found, especially in the case
of the Natal epidemic, people
follow closely advice on how
to chlorinate their household
water.”

He said the department
had developed a programme
in which highly-skilled field
teams would undertake case
spotting and early treatment,
and State and Provincial hos-
pital facilities were more
than adequate. #

“Although we do have a
scattering of cases, there is
no sign at the moment that
the outbreak is getting out of
hand,” Dr Botha said.

bnnaa&nm to Br HG V|,
Kustner, deputy director of |
the epidomology unit at the
department, study of the pre-
sent cholera outbreak
showed that communities
built up a natural immunity.

Flare-up

A community stricken by
cholera in 1980, for example,

il it

el

— i N

break this year, despite a

fiare-up 20km away.
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' Bophuthatswana, where
" cholera cases are admitted
daily, warned yesterday that
. natural immunity to cholera
‘might take years to develop.
“Health authorities should
‘not relax their vigilance in
their fight against cholera,
because it is too soon to tell
-whether natural immunity
will take place within five to
8ix years.”
He confirmed that 2 natu-
ral immunity to water-borne
. diseases such as typhoid had
| heen built up by the inhabi-
tants of areas where the dis-
eases appeared regularly.
“It’s too soon to tell wheth-
.er this would also be the case
-with cholera, because
Bophuthatswana’s epidemic
"1s continuing. And this second
cholera epidemic has defi-
nitely been worse than the
first, in 1980,” he said.

;m:gm:.:n

~ “Perhaps once cholera
becomes endemic in an area
— in other words when it is
I permanently present — we

may see a form of natural
- immunity among local peo-
" ple, but this process may {ake
five or six years.”

Today, Bophuthatswana
government engineers will
survey the cholera-infected
areas along the Apies River
to pinpoint sites for the new
pipes from the clean water
plant in Temba.

Dr Maian was happy about
. the prospect of piped water
for the afflicted cormmunity.
‘|-~ The water-borne gastric
-infection has taket on serious
_proportions, especially in
‘| Northern Natal and the
Northern Transvaal.

. To date, 1713 cholera
cases have been treated since
[ August 1981 — almost half
1" from KwaZulu,
‘| This year, of 822 confirmed
‘| cases reported up to January
5, about 85 percent are frem
the northern region of Kwa-
Zulu, according to Dr Botha.
- Another cholera epicentre
"is in the vicinity of Stanger,
Nafal, where he said there
"were between 350 and 400
, cases,
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feared Ghaw
in Durban

workers ‘?W}

Own Corresponderd

DURBAN -~ The chole-
ra epidemic which Is
sweeping through Natal
and kwaZulu appears
to have reached Dur-
ban and factory
workers are being ad-
mitted to hospitals
with symptoms of the
waterborne disease.

Several employees
from a Mobeni factory
were admitied to King
Edwarq VIII Hospital
this week after the fac-
tory doctor found them

guffering from: what ke’

believed to be cholera.
A spokesman at the

hospital said ‘it had not °

been confirmed that’
the patients had the
disease but they were
being treated for chole-
ra until their condifion
had been posjtively
diagnosed.
WARNED

Medical officers in
Purban have warned
factory doctor and
nurses to be on the
lookout for -cholera
symptoms .among the
thousands of ‘workers
who flock to the city
daily from the ouflylng
townships. ,

Staff who returned
from inland and up-
country after the
Christmas and New
Year holidays should
also be carefully wat-
ched, the medical of-
ficers said.

‘Dr Colin Mackenzie,
Durban’s Medical Ot-
ficer of Health has
called on all people to

wash their hands after

using a toilet and be-
fore preparing food.

All fruit and wvege-
tables should be wa-

shed carefully under a |

running tap Dbefore

being eaten, Dr Mack-

enzie a:f.ided.
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Cholera not epl

THE scattered cases of treatment was replacing

cholera being found in
places such as Isipingo
and Marianhill ‘““does not
mean that the outbreak
is spreading or getting
out of control,” the De-
partment of Health and
Welfare said in a state-
ment this week.

The statement said
laboratories had con-
firmed the occurrence of
wqmc cases since August
in the Republic and
neighbouring states. As
in the 1980-1981 chol-
era outbreak, the most

lost body fluids. The
death rate had been Ii-
mited with the help of
fiecld teams and rural
clinics to some_two to'
three cases in every 100

notified.

“The highest concent-
ration of cases in both
epidemics has been in
the north-castern reg-
ions of the RSA,” said
the statement. Kwa Zulu
had reported 822 cases
of the total in the present
outbreak, including 746
in the regions bordering

land.

The  Department
noted -that cholera en-
tered the country

through the agencies of
infected persons or in-
fected river waters.

The department also
said that cholera, as a
waterborne
“shows a preference for
arcas where piped or
treated water and sanit-
ary facilities are absent
or are not utilised prop-
erly”.

Among the steps
taken to stamp out the

disease,-

emic — Health Dept

initiation of close co-
operation both between
different authorities and

-npational states, as well as

at a local level.

The surveillance work
and case-finding carried
out by highly skilied field
teams had assisted the

provision of early treat-
ment. It had also given
an insight into ‘‘the
epidemic situation.”
Where there was a con-
stant occurrence of a few
cases the
changed into an *‘en-
demic situation.”

outbreak-

Continuation of the
health education cam-
paign told the local peo-
ple how household water
could be chlorinated

cheaply and effectively.

" “The public at large
has nothing to fear if
they carry out precau-

tions that have re-
peatedly been spelled
out. They will be kept in-
formed of changes in the
cholera situation by
weekly media bulletins

released at noon on Fri-
day,” said the statement.

— Sapa.

j
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effective part of the
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1 STANGER Provincial Hospital yester-
| day battled to cope with 43 cholera
| patients in the overflowing isolation

wards, and the chief Medical Superin-

tendent, Dr R Docrat, said the number

of cases was now ‘drastically high’.
1 Dr Docrat said the numbpers continually flue-
77| tuated but had increased ‘drastically’ over the
»t past week.

~t  ‘And these high numbers MEI’CUI‘Y

| only apply to the hospital it- NI

= self) she said. ‘The clinics R

Z:£) set up in other areas by eporter JOI

e Durban’s State Health De- TR fort
...7| partment are having to cope _ o for
7} with just as many cases. by his Molweni family as be- A £
i3] Meanwhile, the first cases ing strong and fit — could
%:% of cholera from Durban’s indicate thal a more viri-| W
.:-5%1 Indian community in Chats- lent strain of the disease ) Pre:
74| worth were reported frotw 1}-:;11 S.Pr({a“id ihU““.l Mr| rare
#3781 the R K Khan Hospital 20T eath, the majorty | Gor
?gﬁ-fgé . which admitted two smail gf “"t‘%s dcéalmedl dbylt €1 Gov
¥i=.4] children yesterday. isease had been elderly. B
According to Durban's  But a State Health official plo
v 4| Medical Officer of Health, said Mr Msomi had caught the
‘g8 Dr Colin MacKenzle, 2 the El Tor strain, which is £
gl Chatsworth family visited more Susceptible to treat- | d€
48| Mount Edgecombe last ment than the classical Far | SIS
wioesdt month where 1118 presumed  East strain. /
el their six-year-0ld son con- _ . _ of
i2 1 tracted the disease. All patients suffering I
#5548 Another child, also from from the disease In Natal | i,
t| Chatsworth, was admitted to and KwaZulu had the ElTor | oq
A the hospital this 'ﬁek and strain. the
5 Dr MacKenzie said tests on | w:

Sd5 the immediate families had tﬂT}?:E;chlf:f:r: qulEuP %EI.E_

%@ been run and all direct COD-  hap rests in the hands of the |
tacts had been treated with  public, according to Dr Mace- 1 Q
antibiotics, Kenzie. — S

He said while there was
7;981'1{8 tor Durban’ no chance of the disease | ¢
ol Spo E%mi‘i“ or tulr an's reaching epidemic propor- |8
- Clairwood Hospita: €01-  yjops within the city, there |
outh ! firmed 30 patients were be- yas always the danger of | ¢
cal- | 1ng treated in the isolation sporadic cases. He and the | ]

g. By | wards for cholera with 13 City Engineer .MI' Don Mac- |

land- | people being admiited over jgod, had liaised and taken

Hos- | the past two days. every possible precaution, |

arge He said the number of but the ultimate responsi-

tious | cases had ‘risen since last bility rested with the

y Po- week’, but no more deaths public. '

olice, had_ occurred. ' _ He called on people of all |

f and | Pinetown’s Mariannhill races to wash their hands

Hospital reported yesterday  after they had been to the |
al sit- thﬂt seven cases had been {pjlet and before they pre-
adrew | discharged after treatment, pared food.
nd his | leaving only one cholerapa-  And all fruit and vegeta-
t was | tient in the ward. © bles should be washed care-
Laboratory tests carried fylly under a running tap |
| out on samples from Mr he advised. '
all Bernard Msemi, whose e -
Eleathfcame withinhtlllree I B . k b
ays of contracting cholera,
showed that he died from ric oom
sr falling| the same strain of the dis- | BY THE middle of this year, j
s Reserve| ease which is widespread in | the shoriage of bricks In
Natal. South Africa should be a
pait in a| A doctor speculated yes- thing of the past, Mr Cedric 3,
terday that the rapid death | Savage, 8 Seniot executive |
sburg, but| of Mr Msomi — a Pinetown | in the industry, told Sapa In
worker in his 20s described I Durban yesterday. ~
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EAST LONDON — Begular
water tests are being con-
ducted throughout the
Border in an attempt to
keep out cholera — a dis-
ease which health author-
ities say poses a “‘very se-
rious threat” to the area.

The regional repre-
sentative of the Depart-
ment of Health, Dr J D
Krynauw, said yesterday
his department was doing
all in its power to keep out

the killer disease which
has affected more than 1
750 people in and around
South Africa since August.

“We must expect cholera
sooner or later,” Dr Kryn-
juw told the Daily Dis-
patch. “It is definitely a
threat to this area, and if it
is already in Natal it could
just as well reach here.”

Health officials tested
East London’s harbour
sewage and drinking water
regularly, and the same

practice was applied In
other Border towns.

“To a certain extent,
forewarned is forearmed,”
he said. “But you can’t con-
trol a disease like cholera
completely. We need the
full co-operation of the
public to achieve that.”

Dr Krynauw advised
people to think carefully
before using untreated wa:
ter, such as that from riv-
ers.

“Untreated water
should be boiled for at
least ten minutes before it
can be considered safe,”
he said.

He also warned against
eating raw vegetables, as
these were usually irri-
gated with untreated wa-
ter. “Vegetables should -
never be eaten raw, espe- . )
cially if they come from an
area wnere cholera has
broken out.” — DDR
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E Cape
on cholera danger

Post Reporter

THE serious cholera
outbreak in Natal could
“move southwards” to
hecome a threat ih the
Eastern Cape, according
to the regional director
of the .department of
Health and Welfare, Dr J
D Krynauw.

He said yesterday precau-
tionary measures against
the disease had been
taken and he warned peo-
ple not to drink any “sur-
face water” and to be-
ware of “raw”’
vegetables,

“Two ¢holera co-ordinating
committees have been
operating in Port Eliza-
beth and East London
since 1973 and further
monitoring points were
set up when the outbreak
started in the Eastiern
Transvaal in 1980, he
said.

The first mnnlturmg pumts

were in areas such as
dockyards, sewerage
plants and sewerage
outfalls but newer points
were responsible for ur-
ban East London,
Uitenhage and Queens-
town.

Those attempting to pin-

point any outbreak of the
disease and stop it from
spreading include mem-
bers of Dr Krynauw’s
staff, provincial and
State hospitals, munici-
palities, administration
board officials and Iab-
oratory services.

Dr Krynauw urged people

not to drink “untreated
surface water” and to
drink only from taps.

“And if the tap water is ly-

ing on the ground, they
are not to drink that ei-
ther,” he added.

Eating raw vegetables Is

E?f? ‘

another way of catching
the disease and Dr
Krynauw said no one
should eat them unless

they had been “very -

properly” washed or had
been “boiled”.

@ In Natal the 829 entrants

in the Dusi River cance
marathon will be given
written warnings at the
start in Maritzburg about
the possibility of
contracting cholera
through drinking river
water.

This warning comes be-

cause of the death
through cholera of a man
in the Molweni area near
Hillcrest a few weeks
ago.

The man apparaetly con-

tracted the disease by
drinking untreated water
from a stream which
drains into the Umgeni
River.

€ LT gffva
rnin

A spokesman for the race
organisers said that if the
cholera threat was
considered ‘‘serious
enough” the race would
have to be called off.

A doctor would be present

at both the overnight
stops. Another doctor
said he doubted if the dis-
ease would show itself in
the Dusi's “short” three
days.

® The South African and

Swaziland health
authorities held joint
discussions in Mbabane
yesterday on the spread
of cholera, the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs
and Information an-
nounced in Pretoria.

It said combined efforts

were considered to com-
bat the disease, “which
has no regard for inter-
national boundaries”. —
Sapa

y &

""ir 14
LRI N e
q.ﬂ',;b‘hﬂ LR

r T -
LIE IE_I,:

LTz



L},“.E&‘f 7
F -

. Th

e Natal Mercury, S

Loy 782
linke ?4,0‘

gol ce

Mercury Reporter

THE price of gold is the key
to a permanent water sup-
ply for the squatters at
Inanda and Amaoti who
now face a-cholera threat
because their water supply
consists of a river and
trucked-in water.

This became clear yester-
day when the Mercury in.
vestigated the possibility of
a reticulated water system
for the squatter families.

The Department of Co-op-
eration and Development is
studying proposals to pipe
water into the area, but it
was learned yesterday that
a final decisien on the issne
would depend on the de-
partment’s budgetary allo-
cation for the year,

The amount of money al.

located to the department
by the Minister of Finance,
Mr Owen Horwood, would
be directly dependent on
the price of gold, senior of-
fictals of the department
pointed out.

The department has ad-
vertised for proposals to
supply water to the areas
concerned and plans have
been submitted. The areas
suffered a typhoid outbreak
two years ago, and are now
facing a cholera threat.

Feasible

The Umgeni Water Board
has sent in a plan, which
would cost the department
about R1 000 000.

‘A spokesman for the Ur-
ban Foundation said yester-
day the scheme was techno-
logically feasible. The
question was whether the
funds would be readily
available.

. There also was a ‘snow-
ball effect’ which foilowed

installation of a reticulated

{ System. Adequate drainage

T S ey

had to be installed, which
meant that roadside cyl-
verts had to be built, which
meant that roads would
have to be improved. :

Durban City Engineer
Don Macleod said the areas
concerned fell outside the
city’s responsibility. The
city was prepared, however,
to supply water to the area

— as it was doing in Cler- |,

niont,
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The epidemic has affected

hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple.in, South Africa, Swazi-
‘Tand{" Mozdmbique “and
Zambia.
® In South Africa, 2 265 prov-
en cholera cases have been
treated since last August and
the death count is 31,
® In Swaziland, near Mba-
bane, 300 people have heen
treated for suspected chol-
era. 20 have died.
@ Six deaths have been con-
firmed in Zambia’s Luapula
province, near the Zaire
border.

Unrecorded

It is known that there have
also been cholera-related
deaths in Mozambique, but
figures are not available.

The official figures do not
tell the full story — in the
remoter areas of these coun-
tries many deaths go
unrecorded.

In a bid to beat the epidem-
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THE cholera epidemic is sweeping swiftly across
Southern Africa as health authorities fight a furious
battle to contain the killer disease.

By ADA STULJT

ic, the Ministers of Health of
Swaziland and South Africa
met on Thursday to consider
ways in which the health ser-
vices of both countries could
be combined to fight it.

In addition, Mozambican,
Swazi and South African

"~ health authorities have been

“In constant telex communi-
cation” with each other in
their battle against the
waterborne gastric disease, a
spokesman for the Depart-
ment of Health said in Pre-
toria yesterday.

Canoeists

As preparations for next
week’s Dusi Canoe Marathon
get underway, fears have
been expressed that entrants
run the risk of contracting
the disease from the Umsin-
dusi River.

But the marathon organ-
iser, Mr Ernie Pearce, said
medical precautions had
been taken to prevent par-
ticipants being infected, and
the event would start on
Wednesday as scheduled.

The Department of Health
tested the river for cholera
and came up with negative
results yesterday. !

“That doesn’t mean there
is no cholera in the water, Tt
might mean that we haven’t
found it,” said an official,
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THE killer disease, cholera,
yesterday continued to rage
close to Durban and a sen-
jor spokesman for the city’s
Clairwood Hospital said ad-
mission figures this week
were much higher than last
weelk

The numbers have risen

from the first four cases ad-

mitted on December 28 to 30
patients presently being
treated in the Clairwood
Hospital’s isolation wards.

The spokesman said five
more victims were admitted
yesterday while 15 people
were discharged after treat-
ment.

According to another
senior spokesman, Durban’s
King Edward VIII Hospital
does not have the facilities
or isolation wards to treat
cholera patients.

The spokesman yesterday
disputed reports that King
Edward VIII Hospital had

admitted several employees

from the large Nampak fac-
tory at Mobeni who were be-
lieved to have been hit by
cholera.

Isclation

‘We do not have the isola-
tion wards required to treat
cholera patients here, the
spokesman said. ‘We know
nothing about any cholera
cases from Nampak.’

Nampak’'s resident direc-
tor, who did not wish to be
named, said he was ‘un-
aware of any suspect chol-
era cases’.

Meanwhile, Pinetown's
Mariannhill Hospital is
treating only one patient in
the isolation ward.

A spokesman for Durhan’s
State Health Department
said yesterday various
guantities of ordinary
household bleaches con-

| § be used for purifying chol-
1 | era-infected water.

He said one teaspoonful
of bleaches such as Jik,
Javel, Nomisol and Milton
diluted with 25/ of water
and left overnight would en-
sure ‘germ-free water’.

He added that all these
bleaches were available in
‘practically all stores’ and
should . be given to employ-
ees who planned to travel
into cholera-infected areas.

taining hypochlorite could |
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NAKU NTUL! pull-
ed the thick woollen
bianket around her
six-month-old

daughter and sigh-
ed . ..it had been a

long tiring walk.

Six hours earlier the
tiny teenage mother had
set out under a burning
KwaZulu sup, over hills
and across Tivers -
rivers that vcarry the
deadly cholera in their
muddy waiers.

Cholera had made
Naku's journey
necessary. Buf now,
surrounded Dby the
white-skirted nurses at
Nthandeni Clinic 40
kilometres outside
Stanger, she knew the
discase-ridden child in
her arms would be
gaved.

Sacrificed

. «Naku first noticed
the symptons of
vomiting and diarrhoea
in her daughier {wo
days ago. Alréady two
‘of her children have
died and she would
have walked a lot fur-
ther to save this
daughter,” 1 was told
through an interpreter.

- 'Tha Eﬁuﬁnﬁﬁw a

foung nurse who
sacrificed her
Christmas and New
Year to do Dhattle

against the diseass that

u_mm

claimed at least
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lives in the set-

of Mapumulo
said

others walked a lot .EH_.
ther to save their lives

and
children.
“ any

the lives of ftheir

were unaware

of the disease and its

danger
wave of
Iate last

when the latest

cholera started
yaer,” he said.

i—

' would save their

“But when they
learned about it and
ahout the clinies that
, lives
they started arriving in
their hundreds . . -
ghout 40 or 50 a day,”
she said.

The two-building
Nthandeni Clinie is us-
ed as a collection point
where cholera sufferers

r. E " Y . ; . ... . o
i - . s
) . . L} i ! . . b

are given temporary
relief before being
transferred to the hig-
ger and better equipped
Mapumulo Clinic.

Tamed

It is separated from

Mapumule by a win-
ding, treacherous
that has

mountain road
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heen tamed by
KwaZulu HBealth Ser-
vice ambulance drivers.
It is the same with
the clinies. Bare and
austere, their too few
beds are never empty
and the cld fashioned
medical edquipment is
never idle.
“We have hattled
with the equipment and

-d -

P - 4
. -
LT SETINE S

i

d +

ll...lﬂ“._”
-1

=

medical supplies that
we have,” said Rosaria
Khatide, senlor com-
munity nurse from the
KwaZulu Health
Department.

. Fewer

“For one thing there
are too few beds and
when we were getting

N Tim .. ] ..| [T o | SR
SRRy
- ?.n_m__- LTI 1‘” Fa. i et

e g’

40 cases a day many of
the patienis had to use
the floor with blankats,
but now we have fewer
than 10 a day.”

Mrs Khatide
920 nursing staff who

is one of

treat patients in the
hospital that was con-
verted from a Lutheran
Mission Station in 1978.

More than 5300

.
w -

=y ]

Michael

: - Mkize
and the
saline
drip that

Mapu-
mulo
1~ Clinic
E oulside
Stanger

suspecied chélera pa-
tients have been treated
at the clinic,

“A lot of those were
very serious buf we
have only had one
death at this clinie.

Mrs Khatide said the
health , teams that, ven-
ture into -the bush to
teach hygiene and dis

e —

4

-

saved his
life at the

-

e

——a e s e



;:;- | I*: a * o | | | Im ’Y - A Jf] = (-Qfﬂ ¢ = -I; I'I- ) ' A .
- SUNDAY TRIBUNE; JANUARY 10, 1982 . e -

"
4.
'

1

-:.E_' F;'.‘.“ .I.l‘,_‘ i __-"...__1.‘.’ o T N : A n
Iy R L ..-..I'-:J_.- £, 70 B A il E B YRt EMEET R P T L e B L T JPET WO R -
:_ ‘ - oK o T g 1{ , 1 L= I. - ._.I II.I-| k :l. b _--..._ e oL I-- n = _.- - E_.. . .- k '|'. -. o WA - . .o ._- - | 1. ,'_-' . ‘..:“;_". I-. - RN
s : - i f{' ! N ol 3 ] . ’ L S e 1 G s A e T '-"'r'..T‘ﬂ-'-.':':f"'r-I

L ] r .

L .
It By r-':!'
S e e e

_l'_....- g

o 'y
. o e O F iy o Yywalh
e -‘..-;-;r{uﬁ;_?f:ﬁ‘:fmblff‘dtﬁ'?#} s St LY

[ - T
geteery gL T
4" - r -

x r -- [ .
LN
L ’ - "- =4 EI“".“ r
n - [P - L Ll
r) W' K l""-al 4 1
; ; : P R i‘a@&w Fy
, RS RS S T
S

L}
el : x Mo r g |
N A K U : : -:. SR . LR
WooF 3 )
! ‘.lql'"l' 4 !

Y
-lu

'k . :“EE' .. Y .
LO T e X : v ~
¥ . L . .
, 5 A » :f{ .%:* ot
r - n o " -

e ;
'r:":-{l -~

.".
e W )
- [ " ' AL 1'I ' ] ] [ -
L) % ] L L . T
N N .
Bt SWRRFL PR . T .
. ~ "”';:ﬁ‘ an T r ;
- BT pn R ; ' -
1 5 rfﬁ::‘ L y -l:l-i' ':.l 1::.:-;"“ ~-Il" d 3 .'l}
- ' + r : :_#._l:‘l ) 2l o
1 "l -4 & . ! 3 ] -.-[“' lj':,::" \ Ky
‘ : ¥ - r,
| X o ™y ]
; . : At £
[,

e,

I
ey ale e,
'
oF
.
-
y
5
.
ha "r
Sy Ay
a il
- A n
"
o
: 1 T,
-
- - a
ar
- qp..‘l"-':
W
n
ST
"
e
s
',
; a
‘r | 9
oy
4
- rl
: ?V
-
o . Il-:..l -
a "
o - ':.'i:
»a
r - 5
.o
b e
Y
o
i = - :'."‘ i
il £
..:L,. Lo o
Fa - ,
F :.- ::_i' +
Ao ' :?‘;"
_ Aty AR
fasds
. i
EL T R "

[ 3
o ah [ ]

s

o

o
X

tribu;e water-purifying - R, P ~ ;
chlorine tablets have :
been very effective. e ‘

“Two  months  ago : :
many of the people hat 3
never even heard ahout :
cnolera  hut  that s B .
changing fast B ST

Hyglene lessons came | B
tris late for Michar] SN
Mkize, it 2 e

Recovering from o ¢S
severe bout of cholera -
65-year-o0ld Michael said e ; %
that he had been visited ° : ; . £ s

2ok
o

b,‘ & health teary aer ;;-,} ) : e 37 =
b 1 A b 1 o

had followed their ad- ; o2 k¢ S ‘_F:T_ f:-‘ ’ ‘f ;

viee, : G o SR T L e ~ ;

!
L

“But after two days 7 s NS TR Rt
was In hoespital, T had 63 e kol e
heard of cholera befor: e : B
but now T know how to ) PRt BT e RIS R S R
I;-e;p Iig ?lwayi, he said  Anguished mother in a lonely vigil. Mrs Lindi Lembede waiis while he cholera -ridden -

_from his hospital bed. daughter Jabu sleeps afier cholera treatment Pictures: JOHN WOODROOF
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A health official said: “The
problem is that many of
these people have been |
drinking from the same
| place for years. It’s hard {
. for people to change.

“Another problem is that
. -, fnany people do not use
“proper foilets and conse-

quently the local water

supply gets contaminat-
ed,” he said. “Some people

" use toilets that are badly
sited and drain into |
streams and. boreholes, |
These contaminate the
water.”

Dr Ebrahim Bhorat said
health officials were do-
ing “a fine job” but said it
would be difficuit to halt
the epidemic.

“Until these people are giv-
€n proper sanitation and
safe drinking water the
disease will spread.”

Several hospitals in Natal
and kwaZulu have treated

By MICHAEL CADMAN "~ cholera vietims.

. . . ] At Stanger, the hardest-hit
HEALTH officials in . area, nine people have

Natal_ and kwaZulu are died and 338 victims have
working flat out in an - been treated. At Eshowe

;

vt

1

effort to combat the : five people have died
cholera epidemic rag- since December 21 and
ing in various parts of #|.- more than 50 cases ad-
the area, : mlttEd DllI‘ ban,s Clair'

wood Hospital has treat-
ed about 18 cases with one

in the Stanger area, the death and King Edward
Ingwavuma district in VI has treated five chol-

| Northern kwaZulu, the " | erasufferers. So far Mar-
Molweni district, the itzburg's Edendale Hos-

Ndwedwe township near ' pital has treated one

The disease has been re- ;
ported from many places

\ cholera victim.
l. Durhan and near Eshowe. ; .
| 'since December 21 275 The epidemic has brought

assistance from the De-

cases have been reported fence Force. the k
_ , waZulu
~ in the Stanger-Durban authorities, white farm-
area and authorities are ers and sugar mills
fr bgtthng to contain the The Deputy Medicaf Offi-
disease, o  cer of Health for Dur-
Two emergency clinics l' ban, Dr Muriel Richter,
have been set up, 19 000 [ said there was no chol-
bottles of a water-treat- era threat to the people
ment solution are being of Durhan.

distributed and health T
teams are working over- ) -~
time dispensing chlorine
for water purification and {
teaching personal
hygiene,
.Posters and paniphlets
have been distributed.
t They warn people to; S e T e
| @ Use only bhoiled water.
‘® Wash raw food with
clean or treated water. |
@ Use only properly sited
toilets far from boreholes
or streams. ,
® Wash hands before han-
dling food.

pli Y
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NAKTT NTVLE pulled
the thiek woollen
bhanke! avonnd her ciy-
mignth ofd  dagehtec
and siphed L, 1t had

hoen a lony, fang
ookl

iy honry ealier the
finy  teenare mcther

hae set out undes o
Burning IvwazZnho san,
over bills and across
FIVEeTS 11vers tinat
carry the deodly
chiotera in thewr muddy
Woters,

(‘holeray had made
Naku's joUrney neces-
sary.  Bult now,  ear-
raunded v the whnte-
slhiirted nurses ot
Mihandent Clinte <4
Kilometres outside
Stanger, she knew the
cdicease-ridden einld in
hor  avims wonld  he
savedd

“Nakn first nntimj;i
the symptoms ot vornit-
ing and diagrhoea
her doanghier fwo doss
ago. Already two ol her
children have cied and
che woitld have vralhoed
4 1ot further to save this
datughter,” T wa< told
threngh aninterprefer

The mterpreier, A
voung nurse who
sanenthieced her Chrisi-
mas nd New Yeoar to
do battle opganst the
disease that has

r

. ﬁ
e aNno Oeal

claimed at least eioht Zmedical equipment s

Jives mthe seftlements
ol Mapnmuio and
aronovaile, « nd othe rs
wail,ed o ot tarther to
save thear iy oo and the
hves of thoir etnbdren
SO any weerte -
aviaree of the diee oo
and s danpger when
thre JTatest viave of
cholera stavtod laloe
Last wrarp,”” she gaid

“Ruar vhen thev
learned about 1t and
about the ¢binres that
wortld save thear Jives
they ctarted o rprmizin
{heor hmndreds
ahot ooy Foogodoy,
she s o

The fwo-bnrlding
Mithandenm Chinie is
useqt anooo eallection
pesnd where cholera
sulterers are given
fermporary rebioef
hofore hemyg transler-
e to the bipper and
hefter eqpped Mapu-
mitido (hie

It is separated from
Mapruemulo by o wind-
ing treacherons moun-
fan roasd il has been
toaaned by KwaZula
Flealth Serviee ambi-
lamee drivers

[t 15 the rame with
the climes. Bare and
astere. thoir too few
heds are nevey enmipty
and the old fashioned

L] E oL AT el ™ i - e e o Bl
il v - oy
i a Ll L P T L ] l P d "Ly
' . . Y TR [ Tl [
. = ey, Far . 1, L I 1.1,1_ I il 2T L e T Rt oy
ol egfia e TE S L el . T fite * ! REL '

gyl

never 1dle.

“Weo have hattled
with  the cquiprient
and mediaal supplies
that we haove sond
Jtosarta shatrde,
senjor conppinntty

nirse frany the Jaown-
Zriln Flealthh Dhepoat-
nrent

“IPor one thing there
are tao Jow hede and
vhen woe vere gotling

40 cases aday manv of

the patienty hod to e
the Hlnorvwith hlanhets,
Fagt now v have fesver
{h i ooy

Mis Khatide s one of
M onursing: ctafi who
treat patients o the
hospital that was
converted from a
J.uutheran Maission
Station in 10738,

More thoan 500 sus-
pected cholera patients
e been treated
the clinte.

“A lot of those vere
very seriols but we
have only had one
desth at this ehnie”

Mrs Khatide said the

health teams that
veplure mto thebuchto
teach hyvglene and

istribute water-
purifving ¢hiorine
{ablets have been very
cifective,

“Pwo months ago
many of the people hid
nevey  oven heardd
ahal cholera but that

e chaneme taa

Ilyprene Jegssons
oo late for
"Michaael TTkire

Hecnvering from a
ot viere hot of ¢holers
Ha-vear-old Mhichael
oot that he had bheen
ayierd h}’ a health
 toam and had folloved
 thon advrce

“But aftertwodavs |
was in hospital, T had

heard of cholerabefors
' but nov I Enow hinw to

Leep it awoy,”” he said
frrom his hospital bed
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By Pamela Kleinoi
The cholera epidemic

" which: broke out 1n
kwaZulu last August 1s

5till spreading and
sporadic cases are
being treated in aréas
some distance from the
epicentre,

A spokesman from

the Department of

Health and Welfare

- said the digease was
- spreading in rural

areas where there was

“unpurified water a.nd

bad sanitation.

Since the start of the
epidemic the disease
has swept through
parts of Natal, Swazl-
land and Bophuthat-
swana, killing at Jeast
46 people,

More than 2600
cholera cases have
been confirmed in the
past $ix months.

Swaziland’s - Minister
of Health, Dr Samuel

" Hynd, believes the

spréad of the water-

borne disease is going
to worsen before win-

{er,
“We haven't reached

the peak yet,” he said.

Dr Hynd said South
Africa and Swaziland

had formed a joint
. committee to fight
-cholera as some Swazi

e

e ]

rivers flow into South
Africa and some South
African rivers flow into

. Swaziland.

He said there had
been a dramatic up-
surge is cholera cases
in Swaziland since De-
cemmber 30, A rtotal of
ol cases and one death
had been reported,
bringing the tases

_ Since  October to 373
and deaths to 19.

About 1000 more
cholera cases have
been reported in South
Africa In roughly the
same period, bringing
the total figure to
more than 2 300,

Dy Howard Botha of
the Department of
Health and ‘Welfare
said -although' the
disease was still
spreading in some 1u-
ral areas there was no
danger of the disease
spreading to  places
where there was purl-
fied water and optimal

‘sanitation.

Most of the cases

that had been notified

since August had 3l
ready been treated and

" cured ~— usually within
. threé to four days.

“Only . ahout seven
percent of cases at the
clinics need to be
treated with intrave-
nous fluids,” he added.

Dr Botha urged

people in the affected-
areas to buy z chloerina-~

tion solution from
neatby shops -which
was “cheap and effec-
Itiv ".l! ‘ +

A ..sptkesman for
Stanger Hospital yester-
day said 10 more cases
were admitted. on Mon-

fday, bringing the total

number of cholera
cases in the ward to 38.

A spokesman from.

Jubilee .. Hospital i
Temba, near Ham-

=
1
L -
L =)

" . manskraal, where two
. to three cases”are ad.:
{» mitted; daily, seid-there
“were 18 people in the:

- =

! 3

Y. I
]

cholera ward.
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Medical Reporter

THE Cape Provincial
Administration has
linked arms with the
Divisional and City
Council} health ser-
vices to steel the

Western Cape against
an outbreak of

cholera.

At a meeting yesterday
atiended by the Director
oi Hospital Services Dr R
I. M Kotze and 27 doctors
snd para-medical depart-
ment heads, plans were
consolidated to combat
cholera in the event of it
breaking out here.

Dr Kotze said: ‘We
have decided to constitute
vigllante committees to
monitor possible out-
breaks of cholera in Port
Flizabeth, Kimberley,
Cape Town and East Lon-
doi.’

He added that the
Cape was being looked at

with a view fo finding
taree. areas where cho-
Iera might break out.

"These are rural areas
where an epidemie counld
take the form of affect-
ing lots of patients all of
a siudden,’ Dr Kotze said.

in an attempi to edu-
cate Imnhabitants about
the dangers of cholera
anda how to prevent it,
farmers had been asked
to assist with the cam-
pagn by informing
employees  about the
hy zenic use of water.

Dr Kotze and Dr L R
Tibbhit, Medical Officer of
Health for the Divisional
Council, emphasised that
there was no cause to
panic. Cholera was g
rural disease and would
not affect the urban
areas.

NATAL

The Arsus Johannes-
burg correspondent re-
ports that Natal’s raging

to move south-
wards with 46 victims
admitted to Clairwood
Hospital, Durban, since
Tuesday, bringing the
total number of patients
in the special ward to 67.

Most of the patients are

ning

from Dblack areas near
Durban.
Durban’s Medical Offi-

cer of Health, Dr (Colin
Mackenzie, .saiyd 93 con-
firmed cases had been
admitted to the hospital
since the, heginning of
January, ‘-

However, he said no
cases had arisen from
Durban itself.

Dr Mackenzie said the
only danger of the dis-
ease spreadine 1in Durban
wis throueh milk and
food handlers hut a verv
close check was  bemng
kept on these aspects.

The Director of the
Regional State Health
Department in Durban,
Dr 'J van Renshuig, said

e . tholera epidemic is conti- the outbreak was follow-
Ing an expected pattern ¢
"and he anticipated it mov-

| ing further southwards. .
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- The cholera epidemic in Nata] is continuing to

move southwards and 46 victims have been

{- admutted. to Clairwood Hospital in Durban since

Tuesday — bringing the number of patients 1n the
special ward to 67. _
A hospital spokesman said yesterday: “This is

-easily the highest figure we have had to cope
Wit’h-“ r‘,;;IJ:‘

Mostiof the patients are from black areas near
Durbaﬁ;.‘-f;

Durban’s Medical Officer of Health, Dr Colin
Mackenzie, said 93 confirmed cases had been

admitted tgp Claj
There had been
added.

rwoad Hospital since January 1.
ne case from Durban itself, he

The only danger of the disease spreading ta
Durban was through milk and food handlers, and
a close check was being Kept on these.

“"We are frying to get people to wash their
hands as often as possible, because this stops the
spread,” he said, adding that it was mperative for
people to wash fruit and vegetables befqre eating

them. If this was

done, lettuce and raw carrots

could be eaten regargless of where they were

grown or handled.

P

B Sﬂid. e e b

“Health teams are
monitoring * all. the
main sewers,. outfalls;
rivers and streams ‘ip
the " ‘Durban.  area. We
have not- found " any

j traces of .cholera:in-the

Durbay. ‘part. of- th'e
Umgeni: River,” saig: Dr
Mﬁﬂkﬁlﬁﬂe;'ﬂ: o .
A massive " héalth
eéducation programme
Has also ‘been launched
in Durban. It.inclides
slides' in- .Indian ‘cine-
mas . to. . show . people
how to avoid cholera. -+

Durban is now an
istand in'2 ses of
cholera. To_'the north,
confirmed 'cases have

been “"found . at

Ndwedwe, Umbumbily,

Ulundi, Mount -Edge '
combe  Umtentwini,
KwaMashu, Stanyg er

and Inanda; = R
Cases have also ‘been

' found inland at Wash-
. bank, Estcourt,’ Botha's
- Hill, " Clairmont, Hil}-
'~ crest, Howick and - Pine.

town :

- The - whole 'of ' Unilant
. to the. south has.a

L B ]
-

been affected, -~ . " .,
The . director - of - the
Durban regional. offiee

of "the ::Department ¢¢
- Health,  Dr' J vin "Rens-

burg;, said*the ‘outbreak

‘was following an*e¥pees
‘ted .ipattern,” randi- he

anticipated " that. .t

‘would move - furtheg

southwards.:

SR
There ' was ». tremenws -

dous potentiak for- it. té

“spread in areas  wheére

people./did . not have

¥

purified. water  facilic

ties; - including :.;areas’

around :,Dirban, he
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" Staff Reporter

A campaign. to help pre-
vent an outbreak of chol-
era in the Cape Province
had been launched by
South African health ser-
vices, Dr R L M Kotze, Di-
rector  of I-Iuspltal

| Services for the Cape Pro-

vincial Administration,
announced yesterday.
This action follows a
new outbreak of the dis-
ease south of Durban this
week when a confirmed
cholera case 'was treated
at the Port Shepstone Pro-

'vincial Hospital, Cholera

is at epidemic proportions
in Natal.

‘Dr Kotze said that at a
conference attended by 27
doctors and para-medical
idepartment heads yester-
day, a decision.was taken
to set up vigilant commit-
tees in Cape Town and
Kimberley. Vigilant com-
mittees were already in
operation in Port Eliza-
beth and East London.

Hygiene

‘He said these commit-
tees would be involved In
educational and hygiene
programmes.

In addition, gauze swabs
known as Moore's pads,
which.gave an early warn-
ing of the presence of the

| disease, had already been

placed at varmus points in
the sewerage systems
throughout the province
and were being checked at
weekly intervals.

Dr Kotfze said it was un-
likely that cholera would

e —— e

‘Cape starts
| antl ch
campaig

olera

C f(ﬁgij 32/

hit Ca el’zwl%ﬁse

the munmlpal area was

provided with piped,
hlurmated water. Chlo-
rine was deadly to the
cholera bug.

Rural

¢ The areas more likely to
be hit were rural, where
residents depended on
streams and open canal
water.

Dr Kotze said letters
had been written to farm-
ers, thrnugh their agricul-
tural unions, asking them
to ensure that their em-
ployees ‘used chlorinated
or boiled water and that
they were provided with
proper latrines,

Cholera first broke out
in South Africa on Sep-
tember 30, 1980, near the
Mozambique border.

Micro-organism

Since then it has ap-
peared in every province

with the exception of the

Cape.

Cholera, which is trans-

mitted hy faecal contami-
nation of water, is a micro-
organism, shaped like a
comma, which can cause
an infected person to lose
haif his or her body weight
within 24 hours.

If neglected, the patient
could die of shock and de-

hydration,

However, if the disease
was detected early
enough, the patient could
be cured within three {o
five days, Dr Kotze said.
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Saat g ATCT i
stater .and "temblﬁr déhyt ‘1
drated, was takeni to the |

Gy BT
| BLOEMEONTEINY = An}
ambulance, doctor. and a

team of nurses weré stand-

ing by last night when the

7.19pm .train from

Ficksburg arrived at the

Bloemfontein station

carrying a passenger with

suspected cholera. -

The passen
Dladla  Mghwez;
Zwide loeation; just outside
Port Elizﬂbeth',**is ‘S3id to
have embarked at Vryheid
in Natal.

“Bér the time the train got
to Ficksburg, the man was
feeling so ill that he is said
to have got off to see g
medicine man,” explained
Dr Martin van Rensburg,
Regional Director of the

Department of Health in
the Free State.

“He later boarded the
train again and it was then
that we were advised about
the case by the railway
authorities.

“We got everything
ready, and when the train
arrived at the station the
man, who was in a very bad

Hh b

-
s L gy
1

iﬁ *56,: of ‘

Belgnomi-hospital. -

o S NIRRT
U Wes then ?a@@@ig&‘
everyone gls¢ jui the. coach;

and all thefse who had come

Jinfo ¢antedet with the man,

1
1
L]
1

agaimst cholefa” We also

,"took ‘down the names and

addresses of all the other
passengers whom he might
have been in contact with
on his journey,” Dr Van
Rensburg said.

A spokesman for the
ambulance service sajid Mr
Nghweza was taken di-
rectly to the isolaton ward
at Pelonomi.

“We are still airing,
fumigating and disinfecting
the ambulance and staff
who went out on the job,”
the spokesman reported
last night.

The superintendent of
the Peionomi Hospital, Dr
G J Viviers, said the man’s
iliness had not yet been of-
ficially diagnosed. — Sapa

® The Department of |

Health says there have
been 2 830 reported cases of
cholera. The death toll is 44.
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Malil Reporter MM I 3 ’ g

A JOHANNESBURG woman who was taken to hospital
Friday is suffering from cholera.

Mrs Johanna Kekana, a domestic
servant, was taken by ambulance
from her tglace of work in Emmaren-

a4 to the Genera]
Jﬂhannesburg,

Last week, Department of Health
and Welfare officials in Pretoria ex-
pressed the fear that people who had
travelled fo thejr homes in the affect.
ed areas might now return as carrj.
ers of the disease. |

Epidemic

Dr K Kustner of the Department
said yesterday there was Bo reason to
fear cholera reaking out on an epi-
demic secale in the Johannesburg
area because “everyone ysed chlorin-
ated water”,

“You never know who has pee
affected until the disease strikes,

“In some eases, people simply be-
come carriers and, after 1¢ days, the
bafteria die and the person becomes
safe,”

And in their batt]e against the epj-
demic raging in the Moretele djs-
tswana govern.-

sperd ahout R26-million
on water furﬁ:atiun schemes,

five people have died of
cholera in the area and about 200
treated,

The Bophuthatswana purification
ﬁrujects are 10 be undertaken by the

omeland’s Water Cop oration,

Bophuthatswana'a rhief engineer,

—_— oa

—_—

Hospital, in

last

Mr B Badman 8aid the projeots

wnﬁlrd cost abnui R26,4-million.

ing station — 400 000;

® Purification works -— R2 750 000;
Water supply piped 0 rural areas

— R18 800 400,

Enlarging purification works —

R2 500 000,

Other pro ects, such as Supplying

ghér than the stﬁcken
areas, would be started when funds
became available, My Badman said,

water to o

While building on the big purifica-
tion scheme was going on, small mo-

bile reservoirs
plants would be put ufr
ed sites along the Apies River.

_dfn '
)

and chlorification
300N at select-



|PE man taken
off train does
have cholera

* SHIRLEY PRESSLY g f"‘"{ / g’/ 84 :

THE superintendent of Bloemfontein’s Pelonomi Hospital,
"| Dr G JViviers, today confirmed that a Port Elizabeth man
admitted on Friday had contracted cholera.
" He is Mr Dladla Mghweza, 56, of Zwide township, outside
Port Elizabeth, who was taken off a train at Bloemfontein.
Dr Viviers said Mr Mghweza’s condition had improved
and he was now “satisfactory”,

Further tests would be conducted jn about 10 days and ' g
i{ Mr Mghweza would be kept in hospital until the tests were -
| ‘negative,

The Regional Director of the Department of Health, Dr
J D Krynauw, said today that there had been no reported :
cases of cholera in the Eastern Cape, The authorities were -
well-equipped to cope should cholera spread to the region.

Sewage and water supplies were constantly checked.

He warned people, not to drigk surface water (water
from rivers, streams or any form of standing water) unless
it had been boiled. T

In the event of an outbreak local authorities would
provide bottles of chlorine compound in solution to, people
to add to surface water, This was if the local authority was
- unable to provide a clear water supply to the people
concerned, o T

- i  Dr Krynauw said an outbreak could be stemmed if
B " people boiled surface water, washed vegetables and fruit
' before eating, used toilets or latrines instead of open areas

- and washed their bands after going to the toilet,
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'CHOLERA will spread to the™:; - .’|
'Cape and:Free State- a topyy ;
nealth official in Natal has'. . — -
warned. ' A '

The diseasé has.now:?
reacheéd Secottburgh,. Natai; “

where four cholera patients i |
,were.admitted last week,- =

" And’ anothier, two. cholera.
victim$' have died in 'Durli¥ ]
ban’s Clairwood Hos ital,> j

‘bringing, the Natal death to- Ay  F | fl
tal to 24 — with almost-1 Eﬂﬂﬂ}g '

et

Lot g tagihe
-

-

caseS treated since the’ epi- ;' .
demic started inAugust 10815 | :

Dr M Short of the Depart:
ment of Health in. Durban}}j{i‘
said -.no " country ' had ever., ; -
‘been able to control cholerasxi -

“Once cholera has entered s |
a, country . it will ‘never-% .
leave,™hesaid. .+ - - - e . ~

- Cholera  inoculations had W o
proved useless ‘and" vaccing ' . | S
was only issied “for internas.< :
tional purposés” when a:? i
country. deinanded that visis: ¢

4;,:.&1.'.“,..\" J

tors besafeguarded. . ' .- i o |
-He ‘added “that it wouldy * |
"definitely”. spread to thes: o '

.Gape and Free State, and the,}’
‘Durban State Health Depart-£% ~ « L
| ment and Transkei had beent:! « e -
preparing for the' possible; -
eruption of cholera in the:, | o
~[ hoineland: -« . s, B | o
+ “One comfort is that!:d .
deaths usually occur.at the;t o
.| start of an epidemic,” hé said % . - "
When people were alerted to%; - *
[ the Qangers,, treatment. could:; - - ]
be administered in the early s r -
|'stages of the disease, ., 7w . |
The present death rate, he"
said, was "low. compared. {0z

| the number of cases treatgq;j;;-_ *

The danger was.that many s, e
Carriers “ were ..not- aware 4" )

their’ 'moderaté’ symptoms.y . !
were those of cholera, . '\’ =
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‘CHOLERA is; ravaging‘-lnaﬁnda and wa-

. | . Rivett-Carnac;: a;research’ officer.for, the In-{’
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&1~ Thé'spokesman said the board had reviewec
5 “ the. réport-and;;in:June:1980, had; submitted. |
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ter supplies sent to the area by the
Department of Co-operation and De-
velopment have:proved inadequate.

According fo- Dr M Short, of the State
Health Departniént in Durban, cholera was
raging through :the area and befter water
supplies were;essential.

! JJL 1 1I.' 1
I

A Pietermaritzbuirg official warned that the
lack of a water reticulation service would pro- |
long disease in.the area.

A spokesman for the Umgeni Water Board in.
Pietermaritzburg said yesterday that a pre-
liminary: report in June 1979 from. Mr James

r - | 4 -i-i

_stitiite of Natural Resources; had'shown-that al.

5'maiiﬁsl;.ﬁ?ai;ef:s’ﬁl{ifﬁiiljitﬁ' the-Inanda’ and Amaoti
~areas, from . ouf

T

"
L
- -'rl-lll‘"

my T A
J-r'.--".-q‘l‘ i-",l"

A T O E VSN
.IL 1tt_‘ "Ii:"i r”‘ll'-"l . 1'1:'; f‘u L “"""',",Z' 4 " -
d'the boardhad.reviewed.

L

1
]
JLL AR SN R NA S
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ifie said the Déﬁ’értm;ént of CbJoﬁé'rEfionuand De-
velopment, which had jurisdiction over a large part
¢f Inanda, had so far not responded to the reports.

Yoo o ,

The regional director of the Urban Foundation,
Mr Alan Mountain, confitmed the organisation had
conducted an internal research project on the féasi-
bility of water supply to Inanida at a minimal cost.

He said reports had hbé‘e‘n"submitted‘to the Depart-
ment of Co-operation and Development last:year.

“Phe Inanda water problem has kept repeating it-
self and, after the Urban Foundation appointed a

research officer to look-into the matter,a report was
sent to the Government.
m——— - ‘It contained sugges:-
| .tions devising an inexpen-

| 'sive.method of bringing
.water to tle area,’Mr.
.Mountain said.” ™' /i 7 )

_The! Chief- Commission-
seriiof. Naata 1M R
t ¢Blumrick; "yesterday de-
¥

‘clined:to commets” ¥ I

lying’ Durban-distriets: was'|

The Department of Co-
operation and Develop-
ment official in charge of
the Inanda project was
unavaiiable for comment.

. Meanwhile, cholera
killed another victim on
Monday night — the sec-
ond to die in Durban’s
Clalrwangl Hospital this
week bringing Natal’s

death roll to 24.

Another 37 patients
were admilted to Clair-
wood on Monday and yes-
terday, with many coming
from the Inanda area, .. 1
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FROM next week travellers passing through
the Transkei will be given instrucfions at the
country's borders on precautions to take
against cholera

This was disclosed yesterday by Dr Hector

Livingstone, dircetor of Medical Services in
the Transkel.

He said no confirmed cases of cholera in
the region had been reported to him yet but

the country's medical services were geared
for such an eventuality.

Dr Livingstone said his main concern,
apart from the spread of the diseave by trav-
ellers, was that many Transkeians were still
drawing poliuted water from the Umzsnmkolu
River

He sard the Transkel Government was
stockpiliny galvanised water tanks copta
ing caJommated water for delnet; to the
most vuinerabie areus. He ponued outl tpaf
his departrent intended (¢ hegin this pro-
aramme i adviance of a possible cholera
outbireak

Iir Livingstone said health education pro-
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srammes were heing broadeast over Trans- |
ket Badio and teams of hedlth worsers were |,
nr the alert | |
Cholet a has spread ac far sointh in Natal as
Part Shiepstone and yvesterday there was one ¢
caahirmed and o suspected coase in the fever 7.
wacd of the Port Shepstone Provincial Hos- 00
fliiilt .
Vieonawhile the Stare fteqlth Nepartment
has provided ap amnalance to help the harg-
pressed Sivengida Chne at Amast near g
franda (o focry cnelers patients to the new- /)
ly-cstublished Niuzama Clinie nearby. il

1
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A spokesman for the de- '+ .
partment said vesterday ..
(that the Amaet: Clinie was- v -
tolally nnsuitahie foe han-". .
dling cholera patients i
who would 1 future beys
' | treated at Ntuzama where
| proper facilities weres:

avallable. TR
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There have heen four,:
confirmed deaths from. ®
-4 cholera in the Durban v
area this week Two died -
at the Kwa Mashu Poly-' ;-
clinte, another tn theqe!
(lairwood Hospilal and 7
the fourth, a black man '’
from Amanzimtotl, died at 1.
home after heing taken il =
suddenly. Lo
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Meanwhile, Sapa te-- -
ports that another 507 new'/ .
cases of cholera had been (>
teported 1n Soulh Africa
since latt week, the De-".7
partiment of Health and "+
‘ | Weifare said 1n Pretoria ;.

vesterday. o

rl

1 This brougnt the total’y§
1 numsher of casesto 3337, -

1 -r‘["*

r Ft{il:'ub

In a statement hridging” '
the period between ifs anx. @
nouncement last week:
and vesterdayv. the depart--"4;
ment said that 274 of the "
pew cases had originated.
from Natal, the majority '
from stanger and nine s
from Scottburgh .7 3
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ifost of ‘ue remainder @,
weije rrom hwaZung (fpe )

arca north of Empangeni) v
as well as Lebowa, SAS I

’ e
'_'IH- 1
ll-: =i 4

No new cases had been .
reported from Bophuthaa. ..
fswana Netther Transkei- -
nor the Cape Province
had reported any cases, b

-

Since August 1981 the! ¢
death roll had risen to 46, .-
inciuding two deidths -,
both in Nalal -- in the .-
previous week C b

- ]
I

*The majority of pa-.
tients can recover quickly ..
within two to three days . .
while recening treatment .
outside hospital, the de-" .
partment said. — {Sapa) - "
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| Cholerd cales ardgs)| -
still on the increase B

ANOTHER 507 casés of cholera had been treated in South
Africa during the past week, the Depariment of Health and

Welfare said in Pretoria yesterday. |
This brought the total number of cases throughout South |

Africa to 3 337. ]
The department said that all the new cases had been B o

'4 ‘ _ .
discovered in Natal and KwaZulu. : L |
Since August last year — when the recent epidemic first .

struck — the death toll had risen to 46. ' .
The department made an appeal to the public to carry out

trict precautions in affected areas. ) o h
' > “Thg majority of patients can recover quickly within two to .-
three days while receiving treatment outside hospital,” a

department spokesman said. — Sapa. |
' C
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Cholera ale }'ﬂ;{

By G R NAIDOO

OFFICIALS ignored a dis-
case warning two vyears
ago — and now the Inanda
area of Natal is one of the
hardest-hit cholera re-
gions in the country.

The Department of Co-op-
eration and DNevelopment

vas told in a 1979 report that
outhreaks of ‘disease, hke the

typhoid eprdemie two years -
" ago, need never happen again

if arrangements were made
to provide reticulated water”

he report, by engineer Mr
James Rivett-Carnac, was
comrmissioned by the Urban
Foundation and indieated
that a mains water supply to
the [nanda and Amaoti areas
was feasible.

Affected

The Umgeni Water Roard
reviewed the report and in
June, 1980, submitted mod-
fied reports to the Depart-

‘ment of Co-operalion and De-
‘velopment, the Urbhan
'Foundation and the North
‘Coast Regional Water Corpo-
‘ration, with suggestions for a

low-cost mains water supply
to the low and medium Jevels
of Inanda from Hazelmere
Dam in Verulam.

_hq

2
repor

Was,, '~

Shelved

The authorities shelved the

report.

Foday Imanda is the most
Serions atfected cholera
area in Natal.

More than 200 cases are
heing treated

Dr Johan van Rensburg, of
the State Health Department
tn Durban, said that a big
clime at Ntuzoma was deal-
ing very effectively with a
large number of cases.

I'r van Rensburg said no

indigenous cases of cholera
had been reported at Mew
Town, a resettlement area at
Inanda where a site and ser-
vice scheme had operated
since early 1981

The Department of Co-op-
eration and Development
moved thousands oot of the
nrearby Amaoti and Amawo-
tana slums and settled them
in New Town

About 3 000 sites with run-
ning water were laxrd ont for

the 14 000 people moved to

{he area,

State help

The Urban Foundation
persuaded the authorities to
give residents security of ten-

ure and undertook to help
those who applied for state
housing loans.

Today, ahont 11 houses are
beingbuilt weekly in the area
and this section of Inanda had
not had a single indigenous
case of cholera,

The liaison officer of the
Department of Co-operation
and Development, Mr J
QOosthuizen, said: “We have a
copy of the report commis-
stoned by the Urban Founda-
tion

“After the Minister, Dr
Piet Koornhof, has looked at
a report on the greater devel-
opment of Inanda next
month, he will consider the
Rivett-Carnac repmt, which
deals speeifically with the
supply of water to the strick-

¢n area ”’ l
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Cholera:
southern
Afrioa’szﬂm

commo %C{

eneny <fy,

The Star’s Afriea
News Secrviece

SALISBURY — TFaced
with poverty, bunger
and economic -crises,
southern Africa 1s
fighting another major
war wiich seldom

makes the headlines |

but takes a heavy toll
in human lives,
And indications are.

that without co-opera- .

tion among the dif-
ferent sfates across pol-
itical and racial bhar-
rievs the war cannot be
worn.

Cholera is their com-
nion enemy. Since it
was first detected in
1970, after an absence
of 40 vears frun} the
continent, the disease
has spread through
southern Africa, killing
thousands of people.

As one of the world's
$ix most formidable
diseases, cholera usual-
ly starts in poor rural
areas or Iin slunis
around the cities where
canals, wells or streams
are used as a source of
washing and drmnking
water.
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CONTROL

In Africa, where bor-
ders are not strictly
controiled, the disease
1S easily transmitted
from one country to
another<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>