


e he Soweto Education Co-ordi-
ol nating Committee (SECC) is
@i rallying for support to challenge
the introduction of the Man-
kd  agement of Budgets at School
Level system by the Department of Edu-
cation and Training (DET).

The organisation has drawn up a letter
which will be circulated to all structures and
institutions “that profess to believe in demo-
cratic 1deals”. The letter calls for total oppo-
sition to the new system.

SECC spokesperson, David Maepa, said
the decision was taken at a meeting held last
week after it became clear that the department
was going ahead with the introduction of the
system.

Maepa said the SECC had reservations
about the new system because it was intro-
duced “through the back door and under a
cloak of secrecy”.

Maepa added that the meeting had also not-
ed the new systen could be an attempt to pun-
1sh schools where the government-introduced

“Budget sysiem un
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management councils l;a?bcen replaced by
Parents-Teachers-Students  Associations
(PTSA). 26171 — #¥1])

He said his organisation already has infor-
mation that such schools would be allocated
smaller budgets.

This could trigger off a situation where no
new posts would be made available at such
schools with no promotions taking place, he
said.

Punishment

In the meantime, principals have revealed
that the department had advised them to iden-
tify people who could be co-opted into man-
agement counciis without the knowledge of
the school community in order to escape pun-
ishment.

Among other shortcomings of the new sys-
tem is the fact that schools will have to limit
their enrolments and the already overcrowded
ones might be forced to lay off some pupils.

This stems from the fact that the depart-
ment is likely to allocate money to schools in

der a cloak of secrecy” - SECC

fir enrolment capacity.
This would mean that several schools will
be forced to lay off huge numbers of pupils |
because most are grossly overcrowded any-
way.

However, the SECC seems flexible in a dis-
cussion document regarding the introduction
of the systern. But this depends on certain con-
ditions being met.

The conditions include the drawing up of
budgets by the SECC (for both primary and
secondary schools) which must be circulated
by all educational structures for extensive dis-
cussion, amendments and additions.

After this process, the SECC proposed, the
“Master Standard Budget” will be adopted
and presented to the department.

In its discussion document the SECC has
also proposed a format of such Master Stan-
dard Budget and it has suggested other far-
reaching changes in the department’s policy.

These changes would make for greater com-
munity involvement in the running of the
schools.
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Sch ol
By EULAMA LUTC"

THOUSANDS “of town-
shipjpupils:teturn to DET
schdols: tomorrow to face
‘renewed campaigns by at
leas‘ three education or-
ganisations. ‘

hile there will be a
contjinuation of the “All
schools for all people”
campaign by the National
Education Co-ordinating
Co Imittee (NECC),
buth; the Congress of

\

South African Students
(Cosas) and the South
African Democratic

Teachérs Uniont (Sadtu)’

will aiso be engaging in
campaigns of their own.
NECC general-secre-
tary Ihron Rensburg said
this week that while Co-
sas campaigns for more
books and classreoms re-
sumed on August 7, the
ANC-affiliated Sadtu
would also start its cam-
paign for recognition

—“

el

from August 12{9C

The campaigns are ex-
pected to affect thouy-
sands of teachers and
pupils. '

Rensburg said the
NECC would set aside a
day in August on which
ali empty and under-uti-
lised white schools would
be occupied by pupils
countrywide. About 200
schools have been ear-
marked.

Said Rensburg: “We -

z;.re%b%'vjfin'g fora sym-
bolic occupation. Struc-
tures will .be formed to
ensure continuity.” .. -

The DET h%s. warned
that if students continued
staying away from classes
they would suffer, par-
ticularly those in matric.

Lashing out at the.

NECC for being “highly
irresponsible”, Azanian
Students Convention pub-
licity secretary Sipho Ma-

seko said while Azasco
believed in students en-
suring their liberation as
black people, this did not
mean education had to
rind to a halt.

% The occupation of.the
Orange Grove Primary
school by pupils of East |
Bank High in Alexandra
was called off after meet-
ings between the IﬂﬁCC,
the DP MP for Yeoville,
Douglas Gibson, and lo-
cal councillors, ¥
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empty schools

By Phil Molete
Education Reporter

The National Education
Co-ordinating Committee
will hold a broad consul-
tative meeting next week
with principals and chair-
men  of management
councils of about 50
empty :and under-utilised

"

white schools earmarked
for occupation by black
pupils.

NECC southern Transvaal
genetal:secretary Amon
Msane told The Star yester-
day that the meeting would

focus on the planned mass
occupation of these schools.

Positively

He said most principals
had responded positively to
invitations to the meeting.

. Regional branches of Co-
satu, Congress of South Afri-
can Students, SA Democratic
Teachers Union and the
Civic Associations of South-
orn Transvaal, which recent-
ly formied a committee to
put pressure on the Govern-
ment ,£0° give unused white

schools; to black education,

bl

are also, expected to attend.
The:NECC has set August
7 to }2‘;3% the days on which

campaigns will be co-ordin-

ated' With student and teach-
ers’ Yorganisations to bury

segregation in SA schools.

wher Wwehope to open a new
chapter’of integration in all

schiools,’;Mr Msane said,

“We:riow have set a time- . Linksfield Primary School

Johannesburg school prin-
cipals who spoke 10 ‘The Star
yesterday but refused to

have their names mentioned

hecause of departmental
regulations, said they would
welcome plans to integrate
schooels but differed with the
NECC over the methods it
plans to employ. ¢

“We have at the moment a
fairly large number of pupils
of colour and our intention is
that the process should con-
tinue,” said a headmistress,
whose school has_been tar-
geted for occupation.

She said she hoped a sensi-
ble way could be worked out
to accomtmodate pupils from
grossly overcrowded town-
ship schools,.

if the NECC carries out its
plan, as demonstrated by its
southern Transvaal region’s
abortive attempt to bus
pupils from Alexandra to the
apandoned Orange Grove
Primary School, there are
fears that white schools In
the PWV area could sudden-
ly be flooded by children
from an inferior educational
background.

A principal in the neigh-
bourhood of Orange Grove
caid it was important {o
have a school in the commu-
nity of the pupils.

“mducation close to a
home is vital in any learning
situation,” he said.

Democratic Party leader
Dr Zach de Beerand MP for
Yeoville Douglas Gibson will
address .a. public meeting at

tonight to report back on the
DP-NECC meeting over the
Orange Grove school issue.
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One of the restored summer hnusﬂs in tha EI'I"Iﬂ“ ﬂmphlthaatra End gardans in front of the

Elangeni Hotel on Durban’s Golden Mile. Gordon Verhoef & Krause {Natal) are restoring 10

summer houses for the Durban Corporation. The structures are made of sandstone and
have been badly eroded by salt and pollution over 90-odd years.

Update needed as

educatlon ch

?;1‘\

MUCH student unrest has ermmated
in the large, characterless hostel
blocks found on many campuses, and
architects should aim at creating
small, independent communities of
students, and multipurpose learning
spaces.

Osmond Lange Architects MD John
Dovey says architects wantirig to contrib-
ute to'the changing education process In
southern Africa should change their think-
ing.

“We have found that by creating small,
independent communities of students, a
rational system of control, pride and ac-
countability is established,” he says.

Osmond Lange, which has been involved
with the design and development of 50
educational institutions over as many
years, recently began a building diagnos-
tics division directed at meeting commun-
ity needs through the hest use and refur-
bishment of existing buildings.

Potential

“We stay involved with the project —
from identification through arranging
finance to becoming a watchdog of the
interests of all parties.

“I believe that many communities and
various authorities have still not realised
the potential, including large cost savings,
of multipurpose community and educa-
tional centres.

“The entirely private funding, mainly by
German business, of the Alex San Kopano
Centre in Alexandra was made easier by
the concept of community and educational
usage,” says Dovey.

Creative sources of funding will have to
be found between educational institutions
and finance houses. Leasehack schemes
could be applied to academic buildings
Jprovided ways are found to effect more
realistic cost recovery.

PETER GALL!

“I do not see the private sector and
banking community channeling money
into these projects in the immediate
future, but organisations such as the Afri-
can and World Banks, as well as many
large institutions, will consider financing
them.

“Obviously if these academic buildings
are conceived as part and parcel of the
cominunity, cost recovery becomes all the
more attainable,

“It is in the realm of tertiary education

that architectural and related professions
are feeling the winds of educational

change most severely,” Dovey says.

It is also in this area that many of the
most profitable projects are to be found.
The country has seven university students
to every two technikon students.

“With government clearly supporting
technical education, the corrected ratio
will arguably become four technikon stu-
dents to one university student by the end
of the century,” says Dovey.

Discussions are also in progress on “edu-
kons” -~ institutions to bridge the gap be-
tween secondary and tertiary education.
“The architect must therefore look closely
at the needs and direction of technical
educaftion.

“We must actively promote satellite
campuses for established institutions, and
off-campus student villages.”

Rather than institutional hostels, archi-
tects should look at privatised residential
systems which hecome seli-funding.

Government attention and finance will
be focused on the backlog of classrooms at
primary and secondary level. This will
increase the need to generate cost effec-
tive, rapidly erected structures, says
Dovey. i
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Now it’

By Winnie Graham

A bold concept which
will bring education
to the masses virtudl-
ly overnight will be
launched tomorrow
when the SABC starts
beaming educational
television for an hour

.a day on the TV2/3

channels.

The programmes have
been prepared by Wil-
liam Smith, head of Star
Schools and winner of
£he' Technotron Award
for' “the besi and‘'most

innovative teacher in

u"'l i
1

South Africa”.
He

development of a unique
facility which makes it

pmneeréd“educa- g
tional television withi’the

—— n— wmrEr e e - u—— P

possible to produce ma-
terial at a fraction of the
normal cost.

The pilot programmes
xwere broadcast by the
SABC in October last
year. A survey at the
A1ose he project re-
vealed that the material
was rated 19 out of 20 by
1 000 pupils. They felt the

programmes were better
than any of the local or
overseas programines.

Mr Smith believes the
secret of the success of
the material lies in offer-
ing pupils ‘“education
without frills”.

“Conventional TV stu-
dios are not designed to
make educational pro-
rammes,” he said.
«*This is why S0' many
have failed. We do not
have the funds in South

NEWS
S educatlonal TV

3§ 19|

Africa to make educa-
tional material at even
R1500 a minute — let
alone R2 500.”

Barlow Rand, he
added, was so impressed
with the education pro-
grammes that it provid-
ed R1 million for the
building of a broadcast-
quality studio. Pro-
grammes could then be
made for about R150 a
minuie.

Sponsors were now
bemg sought for addi-
tional programmes,

He added: “For RS 000
a full hour of educational
programme can he
made. Each programme
will carry the name of
the sponsor at the begin-
ning ‘and end of each les-
son and the programme
will last between five
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and 10 years.”

Companies in the sci-
entific field, for instance,
who wished to sponsor
the matric physical sci-
ence programme;would
be asked to contribute
R500 000 — the cost. of 50
hours of education.

Conventicnally pro-
duced, such a series
would cost at least
R4,5 million. :

The SABC will, broad-
cast education:pro-
grammes on ’I;Vz he-
tween 2.15pm -and
3.15 pm each day, start-
ing tomorrow.. - -

To coincide with .the
broadcasis, back-up ma-
terial will be published
in the education editions
of The Star (the one with
the Africa logo on the
masthead).
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- Staff Reporter

MR Bill Staude of the Department of Edu-
cation and Training (DET) has challenged
a recent claim by the Congress of .South
African Students (Cosas) that his depart-
ment has failed to keep promises it made
in June,

Cosas and the DET held a meeting in
June which effectively ended a four-week
boycott at black Peninsula high schools.

.Barlier this month Cosas charged that
promises.made by the DET at the meeting

had not been kept.
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Mr Staude, the Cape regional direétor of
the department, said yesterday that the
DET hagd kept its pledges “as far as it is
humanly possible to do within the existing
financial and administrative constraints
of ihe situation®.

He charged that Cosas, on the other
hand, appeared “to be rather more inter-
ested in seeking a casus belli for confron-
tation than.in playing their part in re-
establishing the culture of learning and
teaching in our schools, which is a prime
objective of.the‘NECC (National Educa-
tion Co-ordinating Committee).”
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Mr Staude said an official of his staff, at
a meeting of NECC and Cosas representa-
tives in Cape Town on July 22, had dis-
closed, among other things, that:

@ Cape Town was granted 102 new
teaching posts this vear at a cost of over
R3 million a year.

® More than R10m had been voted for
the planning and construction of one new
secondary and four new primary schools.

® The promised supplementary delivery
of the Std 6 to Std9:texthbooks.had taken
place, with the exception of one’or two
titles which were out of print. .’ .-
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B antu’ education sl

. Own Currespnndentcf r?‘

IONDON. — The discriminatory nature ?‘J an-
in” education, coupled with the rest of the apart-
heid system, had been “enough to crush the spirit
of even the most ecager to learn”, Britain’s
Foreign Office Minister responsible for Southern
Africa said yesterday.

Addressing a conference on “Developing Man-
agement Skills in Southern Africa”, Mrs Lynda
Chalker, who visited South Africa this year, said
the shortage of skilled people in South Africa
posed a serious threat to growth. “Even in the
current. climate of recession, shortages are being
felt in key areas such as computing and engineer-
ing. In almost every category, South Africa’s out-
put of trained personmel falls short of the level
required in a modern industrial economy.”
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IN alfn attampt to force ed-
ucatidri‘anthorities to ac-
cedes tokifs demands, the
Congress’'of South Afri-
can Students is planning
to occupy all under-
utilised white. schuol& in
the country. 7 -

" While urging puplls to
go back to classes, Cosas
| said mass action aimed
chhl]éﬂging the-.Govern-
ment & create ”’effectwe

s 10 occu
hlte schools

[ By ISAAC MOLED! |

tions and parents, the or-
ganisation said at a Press
conference yesterday.

Cosas president Mr
Moses . Maseko said mass
action, did not imply ‘‘no
schooling at all’”,

Maseko said the resig-
nation of the education

- -Minister~Mr Stoffel van

~1éarning” Boidif tons_ i dor Merwerreflected that

the whole ‘iiepartment was

“schools™ WDu'lﬁ cnntlnue~ R

The prugramtne vof:a S
tion wuuld*‘be ailnﬂunced

unable 'to resolve the
problems in black

on August, 15 after con' % schuuls
su“ltarmns

ot ML l-

mum

frf'icn'm o~ I s

*z‘i" as’é”‘&’ rgﬁfﬁgg}mﬁovemment for channel-

He cnndemned thew

e —

PVQ

\\f\\"\\

nds to In-

ing secret
katha.

Meanwhile; the Na-
tional Education Crisis
Committee yesterday said
the resignation of both
Van der Merwe and Piet
Clase, Minister of Educa-
tion and Culture in the
House of Assembly, came

as no surprise to the
NECC,

Referring.- tn,‘, Yan der
Merwe, thezNECC said
despite high expectations
- when he was_appointed,
mstablhfy in black educa-
tiol *had continued un-
abated. ‘ :
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AM de ~one e ear-

liest vyerligtes, has at. ‘last
been appointed o the Cabinet,

. as Minister of Fducation and

Training, aiter waiting many
years in the wings as deputy
Minister or Minister in the Min-
isters' Council in the House of

Assembly., ..o o ae

Mr de Beer was ane of sever-
al bright, articulate and outspo-
ken MPs who former President
P W Botha promoted to’ depuly
ministership in the early days
of reform, but who have waited
until now to achieve full Cabi-
net status. o

Fui* Mr de B‘eér this means he
has come full circle and returns
to his real area of interest,

The others' aré Rodlf Meyer,

who becomes new Minister of
Dejence, and Leon Wessels, who
becomes Minister of Planning,
Provincial Affairs and National
Housing.

It i especially ironic that Mr
de Beer should have taken sO
long to get there. @ =» -

At a time when President de
Klerk was still regarded as a
die-hard conservative insepara-
bly wedded to group rights and
stifling any attempts by his
MPs to open dialogue with the
ANC, Mr de Beer was quietly
pioneering contact with radical,
pro-ANC groups in the educa-
tion field way back in the dark
and bloody days of 1985,

He was then deputy Minister
of Co-operation and Training
with a prime responsibility for
black education. T

Le took over the black edu-
cation portfolio in September
1984 just as the country’s worst
speil of unrest was starting. A
major black schools hboycott
was in progress and he patient-
ly went about talking to all In-
terested parties inciuding de-
partmental officials, teachers,
parents and students and non-U
hodies (from the Government’s
perspective) such as the Soweto
Parents Crisis Committee.

-

—

|
|

Through his negotiation skills
he resolved several crises, such
as the compromise reached to
allow students badly affected
by the 1985 unrest, to re-write
examinations. -

His early efforts to go the
route of negotiation rather than
confrontation were fhwarted by
the prevailing securocrat-think-
ing favoured by  President
Botha. Y W

This may have contriputed to
a period of relative stagnation
for him in politics, ¥ . ¢

-.I'

After this venture into the
srontline he occupied a series of
positions in the Ministers’ Coun-
cil in the House of Assembly,
and in Mr de Klerk’s previous
Cabinet shuffie acquired sever-
al portfolios and became the
only Own Affairs Minister who |
did not also
portfolio. O

have a (Cabinet

vy
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PEEW  South Africans will
miss the departure of Edu-
Gtation and Culture Minister
;g’iet ‘Clase, who retires at the
Jezend of August.
2 Renowned educationist Pro-
fessor Johan Muller yesterday
ddescribed Mr Clase as a bad
gMinister whose “passing nobody
i1 mourn’.”,

.~ \“He carried tﬁp brunt of the

-l
Lt
S

§:--¢ducation reform movement,
. E’:‘-‘- 5 - "
§:=-but did not please most of us.
§ooadiProfessor Muller said Mr
j_f gﬁ i“lase had been viewed by man

- : F_::E

e
i

i
ok

E £ ucation, and deepened the
: T'%’j{j troversy in his administra-
15; o iqn when he came up with the

:AYB and C models.

.' aptember, serve as guidelines
j&zofor the admission of black
o ;%1 ils to white Government
Hansonools,

*

an obstacle to integration in’

[

se-packs

LY Y

| e
The Star’'s Education Reporter, PHIL MOLEFE,
reports on the departure of Minister Piet Clase.

In terms of the models, white
schools determine their own ad-
misston policy through votes by
parents,

The

announcement was

greeted with howls of derision.

and dismissed as the entrench-
ment of the racist concept of
*whites only” schools,

Among the other most-criti-
cised aspects was the insistence
that the schools retain a majori-
ty of white pupils and adhere to
the principle of “education with
a Christian and broadly nation-
al character”.

Professor Muller said that
even with Mr Clase’s departure,
the models would remain.

“The national need is for
white education to be speedily

de-emphasised and dissolved
into national eduecation.”

Democratic Party education
spokesman Roger Burrows said
he was pleased that Mr Clase’s
replacement would be consider-
ably more verlig, and called on
the State President to seize the
opportunity to create a single
ministry.

“Although a good administra-
tor, Mr Clase’s political conser-
vatism and obstinate refusal to
face the reality of a changed
South Africa contributed much
to our education crisis” Mr
Burrows said.

Mr Clase received praise
from the Teachers Federal
Council, which said he had han-
dled his portfolio well, O




NECC to tak

E education activists and
parliamentarians have reached
consensus regarding the fu-
ture of the empty Orange
Grove Primary School in Jo-
hannesburg, plans are still
afoot for national action
against government procrastination over
disused white schools.

National Education Co-ordinating Com-
mittee (NECC) and Democratic Party {(DP)
representatives agreed this week that Or-
ange Grove — the site of an abortive occu-
pation by pupils from Alexandra township
earlier this month — be reopened as an
open public primary school. Appeals will

be made to government 10 vet a proposal .

that the 11 vacant classrooms be made
available to provide education for 300 to
4060 pupils.

The DP and NECC have agreed to
approach government regarding
opening Orange Grove School. But
the occupation campaign is still in
force. By PORTIA MAURICE

“Residents in the area were concerned
about the prospect of violence and con-
frontation but we have made great
progress towards a meeting of minds with
the NECC,” Yeoville MP Douglas Gibson
told a press conference. “When this school
was closed, it was without reference to the
local community. Now that decision has to
be reversed.”

The two groups plan to establish a joint
committee to decide on mechanisms for ac-

commodating pupils but they still differ on

the occupation campaign.

—_—

™

e over empty schools

“We do not believe in the occupation of
property and, although the NECC is enti-
tled to employ its own tactics, we would
aim to avoid confrontation where we can,”
Gibson said.

Meanwhile, the NECC is gearing up to
take over more than 200 empty or under-
utilised white schools in the first two
weeks of August. Southern Transvaal rep-
resentative Amon Msane said the move
would coincide with planned action by the
South African Democratic Teachers’ Un-
ion and the Congress of South African

Students on August 7 and 12.
“On one day in August, the entire nation

and international community will be made
aware that these schools are standing emp-
ty while hypocritical government ministers

- present themselves as reformists,” said

NECC general secretary Thron Rensburg,
The logistics of the campaign have yet to
be announced.

It is possible that in some instances occu-
pation may be averted though. Rensburg
Isaid principals of some schools were al-

ready coming forward to offer to accom-
| modate black pupils.

He said a “last-ditch™ weekend meeting
with Education and Training Minister
Stoffel van der Merwe had failed to pro-
duce resuits but that education authorities

still had time to “prevent embarrasshjentﬂ

by opening disused schools. el

frys L YE

| According to Rensburg, the Dep"ampent
of Education and Training was tuitiing
| down offers to take over empty schools
because these were in conflict with its “na-
| tional plan”, in terms of which individual
community needs were prioritised. The
plan could be altered, he said, if private in-
stitutions expressed interest. |

Responding to allegations that the NECC
would be using children as “cannon-
fodder” for political ends, Rensburg said
the campaign came as a last resort at the
end of a long and fruitless process of ne-
gotiation.

“It is tragic that we have to embark on
campaigns such as this in order to make a
point, It will mean a lost day for education
but we have no access to constitutional
structures and alternative means of chal-
lenging’gévernment policy,” he said
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Plcture: HANNES THIART, The Argus.

WORLD CONTACT: A delegation of the 13 million-member World Confederation of the
Organisation of the Teaching Profession (WCOTP) visited six Cape Town schools as
guests of the South African Democratic Teachers' Union (Sadtu) yesterday. Seen at Cape

Town High School are, from left: Mr Larry

Kuehn of the British Columbia Teachers’ Fed-

eration; Mr Brian Heber and Mr Muavia Gallie, Sadtu (Western Gape} executive members;
Ms Margareta Axell of the Swedish Teachers’ Union; Mr Tom Bediako of Ghana, secre-
tary-general of the All African Teachers' Organisation; Miss Karen Shippey, headgirl of

Cape Town High School, and

\Q
World teaching “’é‘%“‘%
visits Cape Town schools

HANS-PETER BAKKER
Education Reporter

A DELEGATION of the World
Confederation of the Organisa-
tion of the Teaching Profession
(WCOTP) has visited six Cape
Town schools.

Members of the South Afri-
can Democratic Teachers’
Union (Sadtu) took the three-
person group on a “fact-find-
ing” tour of township and other
Cape Town schools.

A member of the delegation
and secretary-general of the
All African Teachers’ Organi-
sation, Mr Tom Bediako of
Ghana, said the group would
visit Durban and Johannesburg
before leaving South Africa.

The other members of the

delegation are Canadian Mr
Larry Kuehn, director of or-

ganisation support of the Brit-
ish Columbia Teachers’ Feder-
ation, and Ms Margareta Axell,
international secretary of the
Swedish Teachers’ Union.

Mr Bediako said the visit
was a “planning mission” to
discuss areas of co-operation
“especially with organisations
opposed to apartheid”.

The WCOTP, which has
13 million members in 120
countries, finanecially supports
Sadtu and has provided the
support for teacher wnity-talks.

Ms Lynette Faragher of the
western Cape branch of the
Sadtu said her organisation
would be welcomed as a mem-
ber organisation of WCOTP
and that the teachers’ union
would decide on the issue at its
October congress.

r Nugent Field, the headmaster.
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ANC Western Cape leader Mr
Christmas Tinto las beep
warned 0 prepare Himself for
the next XINC funeyal.

Mr Tinblg said/a man who
spoke with ¥n Affikaans accent
telephoned lm /At his Guguletu
home on Sunydy.

“He asked/¥e if 1 was M
Tinto, and whekl I said ‘yes’ h¢
said: ‘I'm felephioning you t«
tell you tg/preparg yourself for
the next funeral’.”

Two prominent ANC mem
bers, Khayelitsha I¢ader M
Michgel Mapongwina ant
Umklonto we Sizwe soldier M
Mzywonke “Pro” Jach, havi
been gunned down in\Capt
TOwn in recent weeks.

Mr Tinto said the Kkilligg:
and the death threats waey
part of a pattern.

“This is the kind of life w
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By Phil Molefe
Education Reporter

"[~'A shocking 60 percent of South

- Africa’s black adults are func-
tionally illiterate, and about
45 percent lack even basic skills
to read and write.

This means these people lack
the basic skills to read news-
paper headlines, fill in forms or
read road signs.

# mao%”.am number of service
~groups.;and companies have
. mounted frantic efforts to fur-
ther: literacy to disdvantaged
people — one of these is the
READ organisation.

~An imposing, colourful poster
of an educated black woman —
with the words: “Reading made
me what I am” — greets visi-
tors at -the entrance of READ

fr S

offices in Braamfontein, Johan-

-Tiéshurg: ,
4Tt is probably the old English
adage, “reading maketh a

f-...,.._-ml.__. HH

man’’, which prompted con-
‘eerned South Africans in 1979 to
establish’a service group called
READ, to foster reading and

writing skills among their fel-
lowicountrymen, particularly,

-

- 2 .n..nuf.quri

South ‘Africa; do, let alone the

modern world, with people who

cannot read.or write? |
READ "~ which stands for

blacks. .. , - R

&
&2

T
t

What ‘more can the “néew?” =

Read, Educate and Develop —
was formed in response to com-
munity concern over the lack of
library and reading facilities in
the black community.

To date, more than 1 800 in-
stitutions have benefited from
literacy training programmes
sponsored by READ.

The organisation’s premise
states: “The ability to communi-
cate — to read, write and speak
with confidence — is the key to
the future development of all
South African citizens. Without
it, no progress is possible. With
it, all other skills can be ac-
quired.”

Cynthia Hugo, READ’s na-
tional director and founder
member, says “our job is to find
books for black kids and to
raise money to provide them
with proper libraries”. _

“We understood what led t
the 1976 student-uprisings and
then set about to improve con-
ditions in black schools.

The organisation has grown
from a humble beginning, col-
lecting second-hand hooks for
use at black schools in places

1. like Soweto, to a truly profes-

H..-.....w

F

sional national body with 10
branches countrywide.””
Each branch has professional
staff and elected committees
and there are over 200 projects
operating at primary and high

schools as well as community
education projects. |

Apart from supplying quality
books to schools and setting up
libraries, READ programmes
also include training prinecipals,
teachers, librarians and com-
munity workers to improve lan-
guage competence and facili-
tate independent study through
the use of books and other
media,

The organisation monitors
projects continnally to ensure
that agreed objectives are met,
and to motivate students and
teachers to achieve high levels
of competence in the skills ac-
quired during training.

Over 36 000 teachers have
been trained, using train-the-
irainer courses developed by
READ. A large variety of edu-
cational aids have been pro-
duced, including skills packs for
geography and science, as well
as story packs, video tapes and
wall charts.

“Central to our strategy are
teachers. We train them in
order to reach more children,”
says Mrs Hugo.

At least 50 out of about 200:.

r =

‘g ediication lessons can be held in.

schools in Soweto benefit, fro
READ programmes and the or-
ganisation intends to expand its
projects further.

Field workers visit these

————er

-
w

schools and workshops are held
for teachers to spread the gos- |
pel to every ‘dark corner of the .
township. b |

A special project,|~
READ/NICRQ Study Centre,
has been established in Soweto
which serves as a library and
study centre for pupils.

“The centre aims to provide a

+
=

place within the commpnity|{
that is conducive to studying —
resulting in a better level of
education that will be betieficial

to students,” said Mrs Hugo.

She said the organisation is’l_
planning to establish Communi- f
ty Education Resource’ Centres:

ks

throughout the country.: .. -

The centres will provide in-
service training for teachers, a
study centre for pupils, adult}
and bridging education, upgrad-
ing programmes for pupils to
assist them to prepare for
exams, life and work as well as;
parental and social education.

“These centres will serve
communities in various ways.-
The pupils can come, in for stu-
dies and upgrading pro-

w iy

grammes in the'@fternoon, adult

&

LU TR A

I
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&

-

the evening and parental and
social education can be held |-
over the weekend,” Mrs Hugo ]’
explained. |




By Phil Molefe
Education Reporter

The forthcoming mass
occupation of empty and
under-utilised white
schools is going to be car-
5 i ried out nationwide,

sources close to the Na-
tional Education Co-or-
dinating Committee told
The Star yesterday.

| The decision to extend the
“All Schools for All People”
campaign to other regions
across the country follows a
special meeting of the na-
tional executive committee
of the NECC in Johannes-
burg on Monday.

NECC sources said a full
statement of the executive
committee meeting would be
made known later this week.

NECC southern Transvaal
region, which spearheaded
the campaign, has already
set August 5 as the day when
about 50 unused white
schools in the PWV area will
be occupied by black pupils
as part of the campaign to
alleviate overcrowding in
the townships.

“We have started consult-
ing with allied organisations
to get maximum support for
the mass takeover of
schools,” a source said.

Already the regional
structurés of the Congress of
South African Trade Unions,
Congress of OSA Students

(Cosas), SA Democratic
Teachers Union (Sadtu) and
the Civic Associations of
Southern Transvaal have
thrown their weight behind
the pianned mass occupation
of schools by the NECC
southern Transvaal region.

These organisations have
formed an interim commit-
tee which will co-ordinate
the schools campaign.

The sources said all the
“democratic forces” in other
regions would be invited to
be part of the campaign.

Threat

Attempts to occupy unused
white schools got off the
ground last month when the
NECC tried to move Alexan-
dra pupils from the over-
crowded Skeen Primary
School to Orange Grove Pri-
mary School, which was
closed at the beginning of
the year because there were
not enough white children.

Plans to move the pupils
to the nearby white suburb
were called off after police
turned away buses and
threatened to take action.

Acting Commissioner of
Police Lieutenant-General
Mulder van Eyk said this
week: ~Iniview of the in-
creasmg *freri'uency of illegal

se1zur@“ufr‘"‘ both: Govérnment.
and prwate property, and'of --

pubhmsed campaigns by
various urgamsatmns to do
so, the SAP is committed to

protecting the nghts uf all
people of South Africa. .

“The SAP is, therefﬂre,
ready and prep ared fo take
action in terms of the law
against those who violate the
property rights uf individu-
als or institutions.”

Democratic Party city
councillors Clive Gilbert and
Les Dishy and DP MP Doug-
las Gibson, in whose”wards
and constltuency &,eOrange
Grove falls, held; armeetmg
yesterday with the; NECC
delegation to dlscussifthe Or-
ange Grove schuul issue.

The two art1es “declined
to disclose detalls but said a
joint statement on }ihe dis-
cussions would be’ qeleased
today.
A memher of ?the NECC
delegation describéd the
talks as fruitful.

In another develupment,
sources said Sadtu and Cosas
would embark on mass ac-
tion within the next two
weeks to force the Govern-
ment to address unfavour-
able conditions in black
schools.

Cosas is planmng a1five-
day action, which%will in-
clude prutests and marches
to put pressure_on’ thg: Gov-
ernment to build: Mschools,
employ extra téachers, sup-
ply textbooks and:Sprovide
essential facilifies such as
laboratories and libraries.

Sources say Sadtu will em-
bark on a day of mass ac-
tion to demand recognition
from the Government.

=, oL Ut A -
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By Phil Molefe ( )
i EKducation Reporter “50

K

" The Independent Development
. Trust (IDT) has emerged like a
.- _ray of light on the horizon,

- o

' _Lringing hope to the country’s
i-education problems. |

i~ The Trust’s 10-month-old edu-
t-~ation portfolio has come up
i. “with major initiatives to ad-

--dress backlogs in black educa-
“_tion, good tidings for a “new”
2= South Africa in the making.

-+ ' To this end, the Trust has

- pledged R300 million to build

, 50000 classrooms in a move to |

 address the pressing need for
't physical facilities.

I_ “Clearly. this amount is not

Iegoing to cover the entire coun-

"=nation. Therefore, strategic
|- =planning!is necessary,” said
I~ Professof; Merlyn Mehl, the
~IDT’s director of education. °
= The acknowledged backlogsin
.#classrooms- nationally. exceeds
"=50000 simply to accommodate
t = the presentspopulation.
| For this reason the :ADT has
.- embarkedyon anj.extensive
. "gchool building programme
t* around thetfocus of working to-
' -wards compulsory primary edu-
,eation of guality for all in this
1 *country. «: = 5%
I While to date the Trust has, in
> an ad-hoc;manner, made grants
* for capital programmes such as
+ the Alexandra Community Edu-
' cation ACE) centre and the
e » Eshuwei{}hristian Action school
~ buildings in Natal, .among
" others, it'is now intended that a
+ National Community School
BuildlingsiTrust be launched.
.*a;‘I:h“E'ID’;‘iEER?-UD million will be
channeélledi to this Building
Trust to®address backlogs in
dreéas where there is dire need
.f0f;places of learning.
" ““The model which has been
stccessfully initiated in Port
» Elizabeth, the Vusisizwe (Nation
1 Building) Trust, is the one which
.-willbe followed in this process, -
:Professor Mehl said :the em-
phasis would be on community
participation in the iprovision of
. » schools, - e
= Y“Thislappearssto be.a practi-
»» cal ;wayhof involving various
- communities around the country
= inithe educational process by
= méeting the very real desire of
o parents to see adequate facili-
== tjes being established for their

w children’s schooling,

—try by any stretch ofsthe imagi- Ii.

\

footing

= “In the KwaZulu area parents
»~ have contributed over the years
~. very successfully to a classroom
* building project launched:in that
***** areatProfessor.Mehlsaid.
""" He said the way to bring this
~ about’was;through the establish-
ment ‘of ‘a Community Trust to
= oversee thé building of schools
* or classrooms in a particular

area,”
«I¢'is envisaged that a combi-

nation of community financial
involvement, the private sector
in the area and the National
Community School Buildings
Trust will ensure that schools of
good quality are built at the
. lowest possible cost and hence
make a national provision of
schools feasible within the pres-
ent allocation of resources.

“Tt is envisaged that fhe State
either hire these school facilities
from the community and pay
for the teachers who will start
the' schools or thatrthe*State be
involved in the: g%;fél}:?){nject in
sorite or, otfier way,"" Professor

te 1A a3y D1 REY R0
h Salﬂi - !
Mgﬁrlﬂ gt ovodn T

wmw bk

The IDT believes the sensible
way .io bring_these schools
closer to theiricommunities
would be to build-mulfi-purpose
schools orjwhat-might be called
community learning gentres
{CLC's). ‘

The Trust’s Director of Com-
munications and formeriGengr-
al Minager of The Star, Jolyon
Nuttall, said: “When the Govern-
ment allocated R2 billion to the
Trust they took a new approach
to the challenge of development
in South Africa and we have at-
tempted to respond to the chal-
lenge by devising creative and
innovative aproaches to the
problems of education, housing
and health.”

He said the Education portfo-
lio was a wonderful example for
that approach.

“For example, the concept of
schools being owned by the com-
munity and then leased back to
the State, if this can be imple-
mented, should ensure a sense of
possession-and protection by the
community‘of the schools which
they so badly want,” added Mr
Nuttall.

The''CLC'’s type would com-
prise schodl buildings, adminis-
tration blocks and a community
hall. Thes¢ facilities can be used
as & s¢hoal'in.the day,-study cen-
tres in the.afternoon, adult edu-
catioh classes:in the evening

by e ol

and for community gatherings I

over théjWeekeénd.

1he role ot the community Lo
this building project gives credi-
bility to the process and ensures
optimum school usageg:Profes-
sor Mehl explained. ™

Furthermore, said Professor
Mehl, there will doubtless be
significant job creation in' the
local area not onlytin. actual
work but also in developing sub-
sidiary industries such as block
making, desk construction, etc.

“An orchestrated process in-
volving a number of agenciés in
building 50 000 classrcéoms:over
the next five years could give
enormous impetus to jobcrea-
tion.”

But this massive project will
have to be balanced with the
provision of texthooks, essential
facilities in schools -and the
availability of teachers:' "

A major contribution could
also be in the form of the very
real possibility of gearing inter-
national funds around a massive
school programme to reduce
historical backlogs and start.the
process of reconstruction of
education for disadvataged pop-
ulation.-groups. R

A number of initiatives have
been launched to give substance
to the Trust Deed and the IDT’s
‘“‘operating principles’”. The
basic guiding principles of the
IDT include:

@ Reaching the poorest of the
poor.

® Achieving maximum impact
particularly by reaching as
many deprived people as possi-
bles

@ Iiiteracting with various con-
stituents in areas of need and
seeking their involvement with-
out prescribing what develop-
ments ishould take place in an
ﬂi"‘éﬁll“ﬂ a= )

@ Attempfing to build the sus-
tainability into any initiated
educational development pro-
cess, afidt

@!S8ciring an équitable distri- Rt ”

bution-of its resources.
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NECC targets
empty ‘schools
JOHANNESBURG. —
Empty and under-used
schools are to be target-
ed for occupation in a
campaign scheduled for
early August, the
National Education Co-
ordinating, Committee
announced, yesterday:.
“We cannot accept a
situation' “where 200
schools~stand empty.
Those schools could be
mobilised immediately,”
NECC general secretary

Mr Ihron Rensburg said.
The \NECC had met

Education;and; Training.

Minister Mr, Stoffel-van
der Merwe''on Sunday,

but little' progress: was

made. — Sapatygy .

Schools: “Talk$5d
with all parties’
Political Staff CT 28

THE stage has been
reached when all parties
concerned would have to
meet jointly to discuss
education, according to
the Minister of Edunea-
tion and Training, Dr
Stoffel van der Merwe.,
“The government has
entered into negotiation
with all possible interest
groups on this,” he said
in an interview in RSA
Policy Review, which
was released yesterday.
Negotiation with all
organisations would
have to take place, but at
this stage the standpoint
of the PAC was not quite

"clear,

e —————— e
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Page 4

NEGOTIATIONS with all
organisations will have to
take place to solve the cur-
rent education crisis, Minis-
ter of Education and Train-
ing Dr Stoffel van der Merwe
has said.

Van der Merwe disclosed this
in the monthly publication of the
SA Communications Services,
“‘RSA Policy Review’’, released in
Pretoria.

However, the standpoint of the
Pan Africanist Congress on the is-

b Y

stie was not clear, he mEa.-u ~

-

While the PAC was- ncmﬂmﬁﬂﬁ,-
in calling for w_._m:m to return to--

school and for order to be
restored, it still refused to be in-
volved in negotiations.

e ——— Y T OO0

SOWETAN Thursday July 25 1991

Van der Merwe said he
believed the door to further talks
was opened with the announce-
ment on June 4 of the Govern-
m:nt’s discussion paper on the
Education Renewal Strategy.

The document was favourably
received, but was rejected by the
PAC and the ANC’s reaction was
neutral.,

Demands

Criticism was leveiled at the
fact that blacks were still not in-
volved in decision-making.

‘The selective opening of
mnrcam was also crificised. On the
one hand. the immediaté opening -

of schools was demanded and, on

the other, the Government was ac-

1 = T M

All-party talks
to end crisis © Minister B

.E.I.qu A e . e - W _-rh.

1

cused of betraying white com-
munity rights,

““As long as each group and
community makes demands,
negotiate only their own interesis
and do not also take into account
the interests of other communities,
the Government will be con-
fronted with conflicting demands.

“The summary opening up of
all schools will not be in the inter-
est of anybody because it will un-
lcash conflict and cause disrup-
tion. That is also not the policy of
the Government, Van der Merwe
said.

He said because of the poor na-
tional economy, sufficient: | mﬁ%

= -

were simply not mﬂmﬂwﬁ for

-

nee

ded

black education, while a steep
growth in black pupil numbers
was being experienced, which put
considerable pressure on available
resources.

The negative climate associa-
ted with violence, protest action
and teacher strikes was fairly
recent and could be traced back to
the revolt in black schools In
1976, he said.

“‘However, it does not occur at
all schools and some black
schools have m high aitendance
and pass rate.”

There were at present about
seven million children at school n

South Africa and a single educa-

.n

tibA &nﬁﬁﬁnmﬂ would tum into an

enough teachers, classrooms. and- “‘uninanageable and uncontrol-

other educational resources for

_mEm Ecnmm.cﬂnw: - Sépa.

e — S—

STOFFEL VAN DER MERWE
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in August the entire nation

«On one day In nity will be
. tional commmu e
. white schools natienwl n and the interna ent is hypocritica
empty ‘:{1& be occupied early ﬂEu: t ;n" ar-  shown that the gwerl?:furmiﬁt while turn-
5278 SO s ation by teachers PO St self aselortet
- . ; blind ey .
| ents and pupils. a] regional sec-  1ng 2 1s,” he said.
"NECC Sﬂuthﬁisnazga?;ﬁlaa neﬁrs confer- thﬁ iﬂ:grcfay’ﬁ news tﬂﬂﬂfﬂ‘eﬁe %11?’
refary Amon he occupation of Orange CC issued a joint staterne d Johan-
fce yesterday the other Trans- NECL ouplas Gibson an
Eruv.g— Primary f’;&g{i ?}Illice on August 7 Yes“ﬁ:ﬂ}; II;%’P chncillﬂfS Cﬁ‘*ée G‘;‘;&ﬁrﬂi
E?am 1anned for the same day a° Igetsl 1t:!v1)1:lﬂmT regerne mén‘:: to
an . chool. " ern
At would be P action campaigns by the They made a joint call 0 B3/ ublic pri-
national n;aéi gtudents (Cosas) and t%i 5B re-open the school as an open P
Congress 0 » Union (SADTU). J _
Democratic Tei?’gziéft% ’Ehrnn Rens- ma’;[r"tj:e Sciglg::lge Grove School currently

. NECC gener '
bu?gﬁ} sca?d %he 2im of the campalgn

embarrass

TS e
\WD)y

NECC S A

hpuses the Protea Nursery School and
Would continue to do so, it was agreed, This
weuld leave about 11 classrooms which
could accommodate up to 400 pupils.

| .Gibson said he would serd a request for
thése facilities to Education and Training
Minister Stoffel van der Merwe.

! He said the request to re-open the school
Was s0 reasonable and sane that he would
be. “appalied” if Van der Merwe did not
pgree to it.

i. Rensburg said the campaign would go
ahead unless something dramatic hap-
pened 1n the meantime,

—

C17To Page 2

From Page 1

(40)

The NECC was working out strategies to
avold confrontation with residents or
right-wing groupings. Where possible pub-
lic representatives would be involved, as
the DP representatives had been in the
case of Orange Grove.

Rensburg said Van der Merwe had made
it clear at a meeting on Sunday that the
Orange Grove Primary School had been
offered to his department but that it had
nol been taken up because Alexandra was
not a top priority.

@ Picture: Page 3




Jjbeen discussed with the ANC.
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HUNDRE’DS uf pupils and
their teachers ﬁ‘om Johan-
nesburg’s Alexandra town-
ship will occupy the empty | P
Orange Grove Primary f
School on Tuesday July 30, |
according to organisers uf P
the planned takeover.
Another 50 or so0 white |
schools in the PWV region
would also be occupied be-
tween July 29 and August 5,
Amun Msane, general sec-
retary of the Natmnal Edu-
cation Coordinating Com-
mittee in the Southern
Transvaal, said.
He said a meeting of
NECC committees in Jo- “
hannesburg would be held | .
on July 25 to finalise details
for the occupation of under- ,
utilised white schools. J

He said the NECC ex-
pected police to be present
when the Orange Grove
takeover was attempted.
“But this time we are going
to succeed.”

Last month a large police
contingent prevented
pupils and teachers from
leaving Alexandra for
Orange Grove, 5k away.

— Sapa.
Fleming’s
career of
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Committee (NECC) said yesterday the
i bombing of Pretoria’s Hillview High
school would not deter it from occupying
about 50 empty and under-used white
schools before August 5.

NECC general secretary Amon Msane
said the organisation realised it was un-
able to stop right-wingers preventing
black children from entering white
schools, but added the bombing would

probably increase determination to occupy
the schools it had targeted.

Msane said measures to protect children
who would go to white schools would be
discussed in detail in the next few days.

The NECC hoped that white communi-
ties around the earmarked schools would
help with security measures.

But it was mainly government’s duty to

4

Occupatidn of schools to go 2Efad |
| THE Nati&ﬂ ‘E‘l’aucat' n Co-fn:Zi{n’aL‘{:;}"l 1=

| TANIA LEVY

ensure the safety of the children.

Occupation of Orange Grove Primary by
Alexandra children would start the
NECC’s occupation campaign on July 30.

It was not clear yesterday whether the
Hillview High School was in a condition to
be used still, and whether government
would go ahead with its handover to the
ANC. -’wr. .

The ANC was to have transferred hun-
dreds of children from Tanzania to Hill-
view High until more permanent accom-
modation could be found for them.

A spokesman for National Health Minis-
ter Rina Venter said no statement would
be made until government had met the
ANC. The meeting had not yet been
scheduled.




Natal schools
change hands

. Own Correspondent
DURBAN. — Seven: of

the 11 white ‘Natal
schools closed: last year
Q as part of the House of |

Assembly’strrationalisa-
tion policylthave been
earmarked «for other
educational Ibodies;
while theofate - of the
others rests with the De-
\ partment of Works.
The government has
. already approved the
use of Saamwerk High in
%Rnsaburgh by the Dur-
™ ban Technical College,
é\)and Durban Central

Technical College’s use
of Mitchell High ‘1n
Morningside,
Westville Afrikaans |
Primary has already
been handed to a private
school, whlle ‘Natal
Technlknn is usinig
Model Junior Primary at
Maritzburg. - 7> 7

’
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o
~l By CHARIS PERKINS
jTHE education of ANC

exile children — many of

them war orphans — ‘will

be subsidised by the
t~ Department of Education
~.and Training.

Y)Y The ANC will be in
charge of a school to be
established for between 400
and 700 children from the
Solomon Mahlangu Free-
dom College in Tanzania.

Postponed

Plans to airlift over 400
children to South Africa on
August 15 were postponed
after the Pretoria schoo]
earmarked for their
return, Hillview, was
destroyed in a bomb blast
last week, |

As yet, no alternative
arrangements have been
made.

The new ANC school —
wherever it will be — is a
temporary measure and
many of the children face
the prospect of attending
black schools.

Leading

“We will have to figure
out what is available once
the children are in South
Africa,” said ANC spokes- |
man Carl Niehaus.

Meanwhile, the school
will fall under the category
of state-aided institutions,

“We will pay the teach-
ers’ salaries, but we have
no objection to the ANC
taking a leading role in the
running of the school,” said
Education and Training
Minister Dr Stoffel van der
Merwe.
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Political Staff X

NEXT YEAR, six of the
world's most industria-
lised nations and the EC
look set almost to double

the R450m they commit- -]

ted in direct and indi<
rect aid to South Africa
in 1991, diplomats said
yesterday.

Following the Tuesday
pledge by G-7 leaders to
help South Africa revive
growth and create job
opportunities for blacks,
the diplomats said their
governments would con-
tinue to plough money
into projects they had
identified.

Japan is the only G-7
member which does not
channel aid to South
Africa.

Most of the R450m
committed, and the
largest proportion that
had been spent, was on
education and housing,
they said. Other areas
earmarked for aid were
heatth and social wel-
fare,

The diplomats were
unanimous that there
was an urgent need to
restore growth to the
economy to reduce
apartheid inequalitfies.

.....
S TR

" RN ..w....-.m..-*wr ST

THIS WAY ... President .Z:%m: Gorbachev and President George

spokesman Mr Fritz
Diehm said that while

his government would

increase aid next year,
resources were limited

because his mﬁmazﬁm:ﬁ_
was committing large

amounts of money to re-

BN hobilitate the former

-
'S 7 -

Bush, under the watchful eye of an unidentified interpreter, shake
hands at the start of yesterday’s meeting. -

One said that while aid tively would increase
efforts were having a. from the current R450m

good effect, South Afri-

ca’s economy really’

needed access to IMF
and World Bank loans.
US and British diplo-
mats and the EC repre-
sentative estimated that
aid from their govern-
ments and the EC collec-

to R730m next year.

If Germany, France,
Canada and Italy made
similar increases, the
total aid package would
double,

US Information Ser-
vices publie affairs
counsellor Mr Kent

Pictura: AP

Obee said President
George Bush, on an-
nouncing the lifting of
US sanctions, had said
his country would
double its R170m aid
commitment to South
African projects, mainly
in education and hous-
ing.

German embassy

East Germany.

A British mEUmmmw_

spokesman said his
government was spend-
ing about R50m on about
300 projects this year,
mainly involving educa-
tion, housing and social
welfare,

It is understood Brit-
ish aid could rise by an-
other R40m in 1992,

The Canadian embas-
sy said it expected 1ts
government substantial-
ly to increase its aid
from the current R23m
once South African re-
form was accepted as ir-
reversible.

The French and Ital-
ian embassies also
spoke of substantial in-
creases, but they would
know the details only
later this year.

@ Superpowers agree on
arms treaty — Page 3
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'Total p'ackag-é ‘could double’

DIRECT and indirect aid to SA from

six of the world’s major industrial
nations and the EC could almost
double next year from the R450m
committed this year, diplomats repre-
senting these nations said yesterday.

Following the pledge to help SA revive
growth and ¢reate opportunitiés for blacks
by. the Jéaders of the Group of Seven (G-7}
on Tuesday, the diplomats said their gov-
ernments.would continue to plough money
into projects.they had identified.

Japan is the one G-7 member which does
not ‘channel aid to SA.

Most of the R450m committed and the
largést'proportion that had been spent was
on edudation and housing, they said. Other
areas earmarked for aid were health and
social welfare,

The diplomats were unanimous that
there was an urgent need to restore growth
to the economy to reduce inequalities cre-
ated by apartheid,

One said that while aid efforts were
having a good effect, what SA’s economy
really needed was access to IMF and

World Bank loans.
The US and UK diplomats and the EC

Bfverrasentative estimated aid from their

i fig

[ 6y Tntnents* and  the “EC collectively

¥

S,

Woulthincrease from the current R450m to
R730m2next year.

{TheTotal aid package would double next
yeariif (yermany, France, Canada and Italy
inereased their aid spending in line with
increases expected from the US, Britain
and thetEC. The four were not able yester-
day to supply an estimate of their likely SA

BILLY PADDOCK |

An EC spokesman said R130m was spent
last year through its programme and a
further R200m was earmarked for this
year. He said decisions to increasp’ aid
were taken annually but he thought the
sum would iré%ease again next year possi-
bly by a furtkér R3bm.

US Information Seryices public affairs
counseilor Kent Obee said President
George Bush, on announcing the lifting of
CAAA sanctions, had said the US would
double its R170m aid commitment to SA
projects, mainly in the field of education
and housing.

He said more than half the current aid to
SA was being spent on education and the |
US was looking at other possibilities. Some
members of the embassy were inthe US to
discuss further aid, ke said. s

German embassy spokesman Fritz
Diehm said he did not have the:exact fig-
ures of 1991 German aid to SA but it would
certainly be more than the R32m direct
and a further R32m through the EC
prﬂgl‘ammﬂ. o ) VI

He said this had iﬁcreaaeg!ihyﬁ%?’on last

year's dighte and.while itiwad-eXpecied

‘that thére would bé hfurther increasesfiext

year, resources were limited ap@this.gov-
ernmeqi was.committing Iarge ainotnts of
money to the rehabilitation-of-the: former
East Germany. e e
Germany also supplied aid through non-
governmental organisations and the
embassy was still busy drawing up a com-
plete breakdown of the amounts and where

aid budgets for next year.

] To Page 2

governmment w&s involved in about 300 dif-
ferent projects and was spending about
R50m this year, mainly on education, hous-
{ Ing and social welfare. This sum excluded
aid through the EC and the 1200 scholar-
ships the British government adminis-
| tered. He said there had been a rapid in-

crease tn aid to SA with a tenfold increase
since 1986.

It is understood British aid ¢ '
another R40m in 1992, ould rise by
~ The Canadian embassy said it expected
its government to increase substantially
its aid from the current R23m once SA
reform was accepted as irreversible.

N —— -

I ——

From Page 1

spoke of substantial increases, but they
would only know the details later this year.

Italian second secretary Alessandro
Cortese said his government allocated
3bnut R5m in aid, but this would increase

because we are busy planning a lot of new
projects”,

He said an Italian Foreign Affairs De-
partment delegation would arrive in SA in
August to evaluate and study various
proposals.

A spokesman for the French embassy
said it was supplying about R6m in aid to
various education, housing and rural de-

velopment projects and he expected that
more wounld be forthcoming.
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New Cos

president
faces o

CeS
AT (RN
fou g?\ fask
M:}g\g MASEKO, a 21-year-old Katle-

1)
hong student, has been elected national
president of the Congress of South
African Students (Cosas).

Maseko was elected at the relaunch of

the organisa-
tion recently
 |in Pietermar-
2 | itzburg.
t | A standard
¥ 110 pupil at
o k w a -
Dukathole
High School,
Maseko has
. | risen through
= 4w the ranks of
the organisa-
tion,

He and other members of the Cosas
exectutive face an enormous task in build-
ing up the organisation’s membership to
counter criticisms that the student body
“exists only through its leadership” and
has very few members.

Maseko’s main task will be to revive
and rejuvenate Cosas to the position it
once occupied as a key player in education

Apart from mass action, which the
organisation has resolved to make “cen-
tral to our programme”, Cosas will have
to work convincingly as a student organ-
isation concerned with classroom politics.
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Jwo ‘scholarship bureaux’
information on American colleges and
universities appear to prey on South
African students eager to study overseas.
PORTIA MAURICE investigates

HANK you for allowing us to
make your dream a reality.” So
ends a cheaply produced promotional
letter from one of two Johannesburg
“scholarship bureaux™ that sell stu-

dents information which could be ob-
l%;ed free of charge elsewhere.

e Intemational Scholarship Burean (ISB)
and the American Scholarship Bureau (ASB)
— both of which claim to have links to large
scholarship matching organisations in the Unit-
ed States — 10 prey on msulated and un-
suspecting South African stadents aspiring to
study abroad. At a cost of R120, all they have to
offer 1s a computer printout of sources of finan-
cial aid in the US.

v ek 14(7- zﬂ?ﬁl G’ﬁg ay
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But a Weeldy Mailinvestigationreveals that no. | ESSEANREE

students have so far been sent to smdy with their
help and very few — if any — have received the
printouis. The information they offer is freely
avatlable from American contact organisations
like the United States Information Service
(USIS) and the Educational Opportunities
Council (EOC). At USIS, for example, prospec-
tive students can research sources of education-
al aid from American universities in a reference
library. Serious consultation is done with a stu-
dent counsellor, also free of charge.

The ASB and ISB started out together, but
then their directors had a fight, A few months
ago they parted ways, after a dispute about who
had licensing rights from the American counter-
part. Now, as explained to this Weekly Mail re-
porter when she visited in the guise of an appli-
cant last week, they each have their own US link
— the ASB works with a company called Mon-
¢y for College, and the ISB with Academic
Guidance Services.

US companies, they say, put money to aid for-
eign students into the accounts of these scholar-
ship matching organisations, as part of tax eva-
sion. The printout, said Bradley Campbell at the
ISB, is of six or more US companies which will
subsidise: part of foreign students’ expenses.

A Johannesburg education counsetor applied
for a scholarship from the ISB after her co-
workers became suspicious when its director,
Ben Minnaar, visited for a copy of their bursary
register in April. The initial Commissioner
Street address he left with them was. wrong, al-
though people there directed her to a flat in Jou-
bert Park. ~

She gave him R150 in postal orders, as well as

A . . T -

her certificates and ID book. “I have studied in
the US, and Minnaar did not seem very knowl-
edgcable about the education system there.”

When she called back six weeks later, as in-
structed, Minnaar told her he was about to leave
for America to process the applications.

“The post was so slow from the United States
that my father had to go over to collect the print-
outs,” Mimmaar’s daughter and receptionist Re-
nee told this reporter when she visited the office
in Jeppe Street, Johannesburg.

Over 600 students have paid the ISB R120
apiece by cheque or postal order. Applicants
say cash is not accepted, as the foils or vouchers
SErve as receipts.

Neither this outfit nor the ASB has any proven
success rate, but ISB worker Campbell prom-
1sed that the first batch of students would ravel
over it April next year, and would receive word
once Minnaar returmned 1o the country at the end
of this month, .

Ennerdale mother Veronica Adams, whose
son applied to an agent of the ISB in Diepkloof
for undergraduate study in March, claims she
has had no response. She was initially prom-
ised her son would leave with a batch of 700
others in September. -

“About 20 children were filling in forms on the
day I went. My son was so disappointed when
he realised he wasn’t going to go,” she said.

y for US data

- a
L]
-
[
e

Adams said her son was given a promotional
video to view, but Renee Minnaar said there
was 1o such video and that her father had gone
to fetch all the promotional material.,

Previously, Minnaar was an agent for Walter
Wright, director of the ASB. Wright’s compa-
ny, which retained the name Academic Scholar-
ship Bureau but has formed itself into a closed
corporation, operates from Rivonia.

The minimum qualification requircd by both
companies is a matric exemption with an “E” ag-
gregate, However, it is hardly likely that there is
space in the US educational system for so many
foreign students at this level.

For R120, the ASB promises you an average
of 15 or 16 sources of financial aid. “The print-
out will list the name of the financial aid sourc-
es, address, type, value and number of awards
offered and how to contact the sources,” says its
pamphlet,

The American Chamber of Commerce (Am-
cham) had no knowledge of either company.
“Ninety-five percent of US companies belong
to Amcham, and it’s strange that they’re not
with us,” said Amcham spokesman Wayne
Mitchell.

“In the event students choose to use a scholar-
ship referral service, we urge them to read the
contract carefully as to what the service actually
provides,” said a US consulate spokesman.,
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S
0 threats
to schools’

EDUCATION authorities
and Government depart-
ments are adopting a
‘*see-no-evil, hear-no-
evil’’ approach to threats
made to schools which
have opted to change their
admissions policy.

““No threats of vio-
lence against schunls;‘__
which have opted for an~.
additional model have Y
been brought to thedw
. TED’s attention,”’ said
the executive chairman of
the Transvaal Education
Department, Dr Pieter.
Bredenkamp.

The office of Minister $
of Education and Culture u?
Mr Piet Clase said: *“The
Minister has no informa-
tion about such threats,
other than information

which has been camried in
the Press, and is unable to

comment on the reports.’
- Sowetan Correspondent.
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"NECPC seeks meeting on_

Orange Grove school:' :

N 2.\ Y\ A\ '.

Ve g WILSON ZWANE T

THE H:ai{bhal Education Co-ordinating . Committée’

(NECCl;iafaeeking an urgent meeting with government to

discusS the transfer of the Orange Grove Primary School
to AleXéndra high school pupils.

NECC *southern Transvaal general secretary Amon
Msane said-yesterday his organisation had requested an 1
urgent. meeting on Wednesday with Eiducation and Train-
ing Minister Stoffel van der Merwe and Budget, Welfare,
Housing and Works Minister Sam de Beer.

“We also want clarification on Van der Merwe's an-
nouncement last week concerning the transfer of unused '
white-schools to blacks,” Msane said. He had said empty
white'schools would in future be handed over to black
authorities with “a minimum of red tape”. .

The offices of the Ministers could not confirm if the
NECC'sfrequests for a meeting had been received. ;

Msdiie said Alexandra’s Kast Bank High School pupils
would 1ty to occupy Orange Grove again on Friday. “The
NECC: hopes that the meeting with the ministers will not
be an obstacle to the occupation...” o T

He added that the occupation of the school — and a |
aqumber of others in the PWV region — was not a
“publicity stunt but a genuine campaign to highlight the
mess black education is in”. e |

Othér -Johannesburg schools the NECC has identified o -
| for occiipation by black schools include Joubert Park -,

Primary School, Winchester Ridge Schoo! and General C *
de Weét'Primary School in Westdene. 4

De Beer said at the weekend the future of the Qrange .
Grove School would have to be renegotiated with the
various interested parties, and welcomed representa- -
tinns&hg institutions with a vested interest in education. ~

Sap jftepurts that the head of Azapo’s education secre-
tariat,Gotholemo Mokae told a Johannesburg.news €on;
ference, yesterday the organisation did not support:the -

S

campaign to occupy. empty schools and tuuk.féﬁhf‘fp‘gcé;ﬁt

|

the notion to settle for the crumbs of the white man”.

£

The Azanian Student Convention charged it was'aimed
‘| at political point-scoring and put black lives at.risk. o
_L..._'...-— - — s ™
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Black 1l rﬁtigsgstl igh

The pupil-teacher ratio ing homelands) was 531,
in Department of Educa- a slight improvement
tion and Training schools  over the previous year.
between 1987 and 1989 __ At secondary schools,
remained fairly constantg-the ratio of 47:1 repre-
at 38:1, the South African~~sented an jncrease over
Institute of Race Rela-Tthe previous year's fig-
tions said in a report re-—-ure of 43:1.

leased.this week. .~ The shortage of facili-

By comparison, the ties-was most acute in

ratio in 1989 was 23:1 in
coloured schools. For In-
dian schools it was 20:1
and 17:1 for whites.

The pupil-classroom
ratio for black schools
was also much higher

than for other races.
The report said the es-

timated pupil-classroom
ratio for 1989 at black
primary schools (includ-

h— il el

the homelands, especial-
ly at primary level,

where the ratio (includ-
\Aing all homelands) was

53:1, also a slight 1m-
provement on the previ-
ous year, the report said.

At secondary schools,
the ratio of 47:1 repre-
sented an increase over
the previous year’s 43.1.
— Sapa. -
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T is.i‘-f*important to understand
that the University of the
North was ecreated within a spe-
cific political and socio-economic
context ... to be an affirmation
of the separateness of people.

“Racist ideologues in this coun-
try.contended that higher educa-
tion — so too all other activities
within our nation — had to con-
form to ethnic and racial identi-
ties. Institutions such as the Uni-
versity of the North were
intended to instil, maintain and
advance some ethnic identity
which would forever ensure that
the oppressed African people
were kept divided and therefore
malleable subjects of control, ex-
ploitation and repression. ..

Of course, over the 30 years of
its existence, students, and cer-
tain members of the staff at the
university have done the direct
opposite of what was intended by

e Verwoerdian ideologues.

I have no intention of indulging
in the past. It is the present chal-
lenge which fascinates me more
and which should engage us all
the time.

Let me state a few basic prin-
ciples which form the overall po-
sition of the Pan Africanist Con-
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By ADVOCATE E D MOSENEKE, deputy president:of
the Pan Africanist Congress. Extracts from an address
delivered at the recent graduation ceremony of the
University of the North. K

gress in respect of the present
education crisis.

I will state only a few crucial
ones:
Edueation is an index of power:

Structural and functional pow-
er relationships in society are de-
termined by the disparity of the
content and extent of education
between different classes in soci-
ety. The ruling class of any era in
any country exercises and de-
ploys its power principally
through access to and utilisation
of education. The Verwoerdian
dictum on “Bantu education-
’sought to exploit that formula.
1 Education is strategic;

Edueation underpins freedom
and liberation.

The understanding of the stra-
tegic nature of education will
help one avoid ill-advised posi-
tions such as “liberation before
education”. Or the equally igno-
m}nious slogan “pass one — pass
all”,

Strategies and eampaigns in
the struggle for education should

not weaken but strengthen' the
oppressed., "
Any campaign or struggle
which debilitates the combative
capacity of the oppressed should
be avoided. The primary calling
of the PAC — so, too, of all liber-
ation movements — is to enhance
the ability of the oppressed peo-
ple to fransform the society in
which they live; to transform the
institutions through which they
seek to achieve their aspirations,
If you weaken in that combat-
ive capacity you will never bring
true and genuine transformation
of the oppressed in this country.
A failure to understand the prin-
ciple I have just enunciated ex-
plains why some activists are
ever ready to boycott the gradua-
tion ceremony of a university
such as the present, that princi-
pally serves and seeks to serve
the needs and aspirations of the
oppressed and yet applaud and
approve their leaders addressing
occasions and graduation cere-
monies at white universities.




NECC, govt_to clash
over white SC 2

JOHANNESBURG. — A major. confrontation is
looming between the National Education Co-ordin-
ating Committee and the government following the
NECC’s announcement yesterday of a campaign to
occupy closed and under-used white schools.

NECC Southern Transvaal general secretary Mr
Amon Msane told a news conference yesterday that
the latest defiance campaign followed several
months of unsuccessful negotiations with the
government.

Mr Msane provided a list of about 50 white schools
around Johannesburg which he said would be occu-
pied by August 5. Among the institutions are Lang-
laagte Technical School, Goedehoop Primary
School and Magrietjie Pre-school.

All NECC regions:-will meet on July 22 to occupy
all empty and under-used white schools on a
national scale, Mr Msane added. — Sapa




ABOUT 50 empty and under-uti-
lised white schools in the PWV
area will be occupied by black
pupils before August 5 as part of
the mass takeover of these
schools by a National Education
Co-ordinating Committee region
to alleviate overcrowding in the
townships.

The NECC southern Transvaal
region announced its plans for the
forthcoming “open all schools”
campaign at a press conference in
Johanneshirg yésterday.

NECC regional general secre-
tary’ Atnon¥Msihe said August 5

1

ation in Sotith' Africa’s schools

has been tArgéted. a§’ the day set -
by the organisation to bury'segra.”

Govt pressured to yiel

f

al

PHIL MOLEFE g
Education Reporte
and allow black pupils to enjoy
unused facilities in white areas,
an opportunity denied to them for
many years.

“We have now set a time when
we hope to open a new chapter of
integration in all schools.”

He also announced that Alexan-
dra pupils will be moved to the
disputed Orange Grove Primary
School on July 28, when black
schools reopen for the second
term.

-, “Plans are“afoot to move pupils

from the overcrowded Skeen pri-

d on schools

T - ithout the Government’

-which was set up following a

Stew 121719

'--r'_; w3 'ﬁ'l.-lﬁl

S permis-
sion,” Mr Msane said.

“We hope the Government will
hand over Orange Grove to Alex-
andra pupils as an indication that
it is sincerely committed to
change,”

Sources close to the joint work-
ing group, which is involved in
talks about education matters |
with the Government, hinted this
week that the Government might
give in on the Orange Grove issue
with a view to keep the education |
negotiations on track.

It is believed some of the mem-
bers of the joint working group,

® TO PAGE 2,

Tem

A s W e o w W W Wy A 0w
]

-_— - - - L~} ha -

e -

School plan,,
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meeting in February betwéen
President F W de Klerk And
ANC president Nelson Mande-
la, are disgruntled with the
little progress made so far.

' The sources said the Gov-
ernment hopes to restore cred-
ibility to the education talks by
giving in to Alexandra pupils’
demands to occupy the Oran

mary school in Alexandra with or

\

Grove school. <O

The NECC-initiated plan ha
drawn the support of the local
structures of the Congress of
South African Trade Unions,
Congress of SA Students, SA
Democratic Teachers’ Union
and the Civic Associations of
the Southern Transvaal, in the
organisation’s All Schools or
All People (Asap) campaign.

These organisations, Mr

Msane said, have formed an territory”,
interim committee which had The ANC said it took the
given the Government until the BVB threat very seriously.

- 80 ahead with their plans.

end of July to respond positive-
ly to the utilisation of schools
by black pupils or they would

: The" Minister of Education
.and Training, Dr Stoffel van
‘der Merwe, has warned that
plans to occupy white schools
would be illegal.

The ANC said yesterday it
was going ahead with plans to
occupy Hillview High School,
near Pretoria.

The Government announced
last week that about 700 chil-
dren of ANC returnees would
temporarily be placed there.

The Boere-Vryheidsheweg-
ing (BVB) said this week it
would resist attempts by the
Government to give away the
school to the ANC. BVB chief B
secretary Jan Groenewald said
the decision to make the school
available to the ANC was an
“act of deliberate encroach-
ment and occupation of Boer
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By LI.I L‘AMA LUTI]

A NATIONWIDE cam-
paign to occupy all under-
utilised and closed white
schools is under way de-
spite objections by the
government and threats
from rightwmg groups.
Speaking at a press
briefing this week,
National Education Cri-
sis Committee general
secretary Amon Msane
said secret measures

would ‘be mplemented (BVB) warned of impend-

'Il' i

’“ern@hﬁmﬁ?ﬁﬁﬂmﬁ:’fé de-iREgviolence il £ goverti: ]

clined to-give details,

~‘He algo annoupeed-that

pupils fr m the East Bank
High S&@ﬂl in «Alexan-
dra would' taka over+Or-
ange Grove " Pri ary
School on July 30-“with
or without the govern-
ment’s approval.”

Msane said measures
to be used in the occupa-
tion of gbout 50 schools in
the Sﬂuthern Transvaal
woulddh 10t be made pub-
lic. o

He said the NECC had
set August 5 as the dead-
line~ for occupation . by
pupils’. in". overcrowded
DET: "schcmls of all empty
- schouls in. white areas in
the Sofuthe:rn Transvaal.

ﬁgﬁg{f the schools to
b ,?gccupled are Lang-
laagfe ‘Technical High
School, Goueveld High,
Jubilium  Primary and
Magrietjie pre-primary —
all in Mayfair.

Msane said the Johan
Risstk School for the dis-

—

whlie schools
el 19

50@

abled in western Mayfair
had already been handed
over to the NECC-affili-
ated Johannesburg Edu-
cation Committee.

Msane told newsmen
there had been broad con-
sultation with other edu-
cation organisations and
many of them had been
part of the plan to occupy
the schools.

Earlier in the week the
Boere Vryheidsbeweging

ment went ahead wit
plans to. accommodate
children from Solomon
Mahlangu Freedom Col-
lege in Tanzania at the
old Hillview School in
Pretoria.

Msane said although
the ANC was handling
the issue, his organisation
would not hesitate to help
1f approached.

" Asked to requyd to the
BVB threats&Mqane said:
“We cannot stap the pro-
cess of integrating our so-
ciety simply because the

rlghtwmgersﬂfar&e opposed

.to 1t. iy

“We cannatﬁfzguarantee
that. they. will not harm
the children, but we are
going to'take all possible
steps to ensure our chil-
dren are safe.”

He called on white
schools to reject the new
“mode]l” system, which
he said made it impossi-
ble for black children to
enrol in white schools.




_________—.——-————ll

A MAJOR cunfruntannn js looming be-
tween atmnal Education Co-
ordinating; Cnn’lmlttee and the Govern-
ment fnllnwm ther NECC’s announce-
ment on Fnday ‘of a campaign to occupy
closed and under-utilised whites-only

schools. %{}we}('% \,{\'—\ \‘T \ Langlaagte

NECC southern Transvaaal general
secretary Amon Msane told a Johannes-
burg news conference on Friday the
latest defiance campaign followed
several months .of unsuccessful negotia-

Big schools crunch iooms

tions with the Government over the yse
of the schools by black pupils. O

Msane provided journalists with a list
of white schools around Johannesburg,
which he said would be occupied by Au-
gust 5. Among the institutions are
Technical School,
Goedehoop Primary School, Jubileum
Primary School and? Magrietjie Pre-
School.

The NECC plans tu occupy about 50
white schools in the southern Transvaal
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MORE than half of Alexandra’s adujt pop-

f
- T bk

ulation is unemployed, according to a . SANAI

recent survey.

The survey by the Education for F£m-
ployment Campaign (EEC) also found that
the township’s population had risen by
about 30% during the past year to 320 000.
EEC director Dave Jackson said only
one-fifth of Alexandra’s children of school-
going age were at school.

The remaining 76 000 children were
turning to crime.

“Many unemployed people, including
children, when asked how they survived,
replied ‘We have to stea] — how else do you
expect us to live?” Jackson said.

.. The EEC seeks to train township resi-
dents in practical matters and is funded by ;
the Independent Development Trust, local groups, Jackson said.

industries and foreign interests, including The programme is being set up initiaily
the European Community (EC). in Alexandra.

. Jackson said that 90% of Alexandra’s The EEC hopes to provide the service in
population pinned theijr hopes for the other townships as well.

Soweto ‘gives mo%it@E SUPDOEL fo-govt

future on the education of their children.

But certificates of education were virty-
ally useless if the holder could not speak
English well, he said.

“There are people out there with BSe
degrees who are not able to communicate
properly in a factory and therefore cannot
find jobs,” he said.

The EEC programme aims to upgrade
school facilities, provide training, counse]-
ling services and employment facilities for
the unemployed and management training
for community leaders,

The latter was vita] to hielp defuse ten-
sion  between rival township political

GOVERNMENT has a higher level of sy
port in Soweto than any other politieal :
formation, according to a survey of town- of 60% of all township residents nationally
ship residents’ politica] attitudes. §n a general election.

The report, by the University of Wlt—g::
watersrand’s Centre for Policy Studies,t\the Sa Communist Party and Cosaty en-
found that Soweto residents were “very E;juyed lower levels of identification in So-
moderate” and gave government 2 higher‘_h weto than in other townships.
level of support than they did the church, On the East Rand, virtually all political
trade unions, the ANC, employers and formations had a lower endorsement than
Azapo, \’elsewhere, except for Inkatha

The survey, of 905 township residents Inkatha had “overwhelming support”
across SA, showed 809% of respondents '3 among hostel dwellers, who gave positive
were satisfied with the leadership of De ~ratings to both the state and employers.
Klerk and ANC president Nelson Mandela, Most striking about hostel dweilers, the
but in Soweto De Klerk got 20% more researchers said, was that they rated all
Support than the ANC, other agencies and movements, including

The ANC would, however, get the votes the church, relatively poorly.

- r. ;u

Farmworkers
victims under

law report
&D%USLSJ}I SSELL

THE exclasion of farmworkers
from industrial and labogr legis-
latior made the law 3 weapon in
the hands of farmers, according to
4 report published by the Black
Sash and the Transvaal Rural Ac-
tion Committee (Trac).

University of Witwatersrand
researcher Lauren Segal, the au-
thor of the report, said the rela-
tionship between farmers and
labourers operated along the lines
of a medieval master-serf rela-
tionship rather than according to
contractual principles.

“With no written obligations to
bind him, the farmer ig free to
dismiss his worker for whatever
reason he wishes and to decide on
his own terms,” she said

“SA’s 1,3-million farmworkerg
are not legally protected and con-
ditions on some farming oper-
ations have revealed that there ig
no bottom line to how bad such
conditions may be under the law.”

She said farmworkers were ex-
cluded from the Lahour Relations |
Act, the Wages Act, the Unem-
ployment Insurance Act and the
Factories Aet, and had no right to
publie holidays, sick pay or leave
pay.

There wag ng legal Iimijt to |
working hours or any statute
compelling farmers to pay over-'
time and as there wag no minj- '
mum age for farmworkers, child'
labour was endemie, ghe said.

Legislation which could be used
against farmworkers included the
Illegal Squatters Act, the Tres-
pass Act and the General Lgw
Amendment Act, she said.
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Don't expect too much :\.hu.-

THE book’s sub-title, “Hurdles, Options and
Opportunities in School Integration™, is a con-
cise summary of the contents.

This 15 an excellent book on school integration
In South Africa, but if you believe that “open”
schools will solve our education crisis, don’t
read it. Monica Bot is a careful researcher, but
she is also aware of the whole picture in our ed-
ucation landscape, and thus stresses that “pri-
vatisation cannot solve the major problems in-
volved in educating the masses”.
<And’clearly when only 11 percent of all pupils

in all our schools are white, open state schools,

though many of us consider them desirable,
won't on their own solve “the major problems
ivolved in educating the masses” either.

That does not mean that the movement to-
wards more open schools and the increasing
practice of school integration (of pupils from
different backgrounds, aot of various subjects
in “integrated studies™!) lacks importance,

On the contrary. Most people in South Africa
now accept that we must learn to live together in
peace no matter what our language or appear-
ance, our religion, culture, group identity...
Only if we allow our children to play and learn
together will we do a little better in the next four
decades than we have done in the past four.

Mmed 1241 - 18 {4l

THE BLACKBOARD DEBATE by Monica Bot
(SA Institute of Race Relations, R25)

- L il -

Bot makes a powerful and convincing plea
that school integration “should not be enforced
but should be made attractive through financial
and other benefits”,

Since she did most of the research reported in
this book (in 1989) much has changed, and she
has included significant policy changes and
events reported 1n the press until October 1990,
It can be held that some of the recent changes —
state schools and colleges of education can now
decide whom to admit -— have, in fact, been
strongly influenced by the lobbying of various
interest groups, a topic dealt with in the last
chapter of the book.

After outlining social and economic pressures
for school integration, the author cites her find-
ings on attitudes to integration: public accep-
tance among whites has increased during the
past few years; even in some rural areas opposi-
tion has declined.

Yet there remain strong. objections, and.proce-
dures prescribed for sport against 4 téam with a
black player are hard to believe: “The headmas-

e, - L
- % '

— - -

; ﬂwmﬁ N E
ter has to ensur€ that each of his school’s
players has consent from his parents to play
against a team with a black player.” Perhaps
these rules may change, but there was a nasty
incident in this sphere in Pietersburg just a
month ago, concerning the game of chess. Sig-
nificantly, parent and teacher support for inte-
gration was much higher where workshops on
perceptions and implications of such a move
were run before polis,

There is in-depth discussion on how schools
handie the intake of pupils who have adaptation
problems; issues of selection, standards, bridg-
ing courses and the charge of elitism are dis-
cussed.

A major chapter deals with available options
for non-racial schooling and makes construc-
tive suggestions on in-service training in multi-
cultural education for teachers who handle, or
may handle, pupils from varied cultural back-

» grounds; Bot urges universities to help in this,
and praises private school initiatives to make
their experience and insights available to teach-
ers 1n state schools who may face problems they
have not met before.,

"~ Subsidisation, the high per capita cost, how fo

~~persuade the private sector to help fund more

g F

“open” private schools, and community. ifi-

2N Schools

volvement, are all discussed in a balanced fash-
10n; some of the difficult problems of school in-
tegration are not ignored either. (For best
results make children start school together.)

She warns against expecting too much from
school integration — schools alone can’t
change society anyway, and school quality in
any large state system varies considerably, de-
pendent greatly, though not only, on home sup-
port and socio-economic pupil background.

- - Yet she quotes research showing that school
integration “promotes inter-racial tolerance and
the acceptance of other groups”, and makes the
powerful point that “success in integrated edu-
cation ... will influence state policy”. Without
that success in private schools, it is unlikely that
the three options now allowed for state schools
would have been announced. The process will
no doubt develop further.

School integration is no cure for all our educa-
tional ills, but in our divided society open
schools also have a powerful symbolic value
(We now welcome you in our schools ... ). This
point is not ignored in a book full of current de-
tail, practical suggestions, and hope for many
future schools promoting good quality educa-

.. tion and socidl harmony.

) Franz Auerbach .

1 ——
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EDUCATION .
T0ng  the report. W W
between government and for South African refugees has

¢ Somafco.  “They have been treated largely as |
the African National Con- : T y ANC sources, has adults and would be iil-prepared for the
gress are continuing overre- €Cently closed. Pupils wait while : s .

settlement from the Solo- the govemment and the Afr ican quality of South African schools,”

mon Mahlangu Freedom National Congress haggle over oandun- A government/ANC mm_mmmmcz visit-
College (Somafco) in Tanzania, while how to repatriate them. ed the school yesterday and a South Af.

hundreds of pupils there eagerly await By PORTIA MAURICE . ting for a better education rican team — including social workers

the next plane to South Africa.’ e SyStem, but look at the school we had from both sides — is due to fly out to
ANC sources confirmed this week . Education at Somafco was of a fairly — pupils won't even fit into DET edu- Tanzania to assess the sitvation. No

that the empty Hillview School, close unique nature and, from all accounts, cation.” fixed date has been set for the relocg-
lo the centre of Pretoria, had been se- its pupils would find it dj Icult to ad-  But, the sources say, the report mus; tion, although two special jumbo jets
cured for the more than 600 students just to conventional South African be tempered by its context. The aca- have been arranged to fetch the pupils,
unti! March next year, amid right-wing schooling. demic testing done was measured ac-  Disputes over funding for the return-
~ " protests. But; they said; the school-was They prepared for five ‘O’ level sub- cording to the standards of private ing pupils could be speedily resolved if
not entirely suitable because it had no jects, with English and mathematics as  schools like St Barnabas and Sacred the United Nations were 1o get in-
dormitory facilities, and government compulsory subjects learnt in seclud- Heart, the assessors were unfamiliar volved, but jis participation is hindered
was bickering over how much to con- .edand Peaceful conditions and the col-  with the pupils, and spent only three by goyemment refusal to grant a gener-
tribute towards the pupils’ return, “We ‘lege was well-equipped with a library, days on their tagk. al amnesty to political prisoners,
¢an say categorically that the ANC has  science and biology 1aboratories and “Most of the pupils who arrived had  According to the ANC, administra-
10 money to contribute to airfares,”a audio-visyual equipment. Their teachers been messed up by Bantu Education, tion at Hillview will be a joint a air, but
source said. were either locally recruited Tanzani- and we had to try and bridge all those it wiil determine syllabi and staffing.
“The government owes it to SVery- ans or South African exiles, and most years of academic waste,” said the Good teachers with community con-
body to foot the bill. After all, it is only pri school pupils speak “SwaZu- source. Ninety percent of pupils, he cems have been asked to avail their ser-
because of them that these people left lu” — a combination of Swahili and said, bad to be put in lower standards vices.
the country.” Zuly, when they arrived for assessment at the The ANC is adamant though that the
Somafco — which has pre-primary, An early May assessment of the pu- education orientation centre. So, for school not be regarded as divorced
primary and high school components pils’ educational needs — commis- example, at Somafco there were 25- from the education crisis.
— Was established in 1979 to provide sioned by the education task force of year-olds in the Form 2 class, “These pupils need reorientation and
education for pupils forced by violence the Nationai Co-ordinating Comminee ~“The maturity and high levels 6f motj- special attention, but not at the exXpense
and repression to flez South Africa. for Repatriation (NCCR) — says at vation of these pupiis Suggests they of the education crisis,” the spokesman
The college was closed at the end of Last least half of them would not cope with  would make better use of 2 more mfor- said.
month after pupils wrote mid-year ex- the demands of equivalent private mal aduit-oriented type of preparation  Government comment could not be
ams. school levels in South Africa. The re- for school-leaving certification,” says obtained at the time of going o press,

—_— e

IGH-LEVEL negotiations An unusual school in Tanzania




'NECC action
10 counter-;
the ERS

New N 4 2 Nooktn,
THE National Educaﬁu&ﬂ-ﬂrdinaﬁng
Committee (NECC) has announced that
it intends investigating the possibility of
convening a national conference to dis-
cuss the development of a future educa-
tionpolicy. 12.{q— tgl 1))

This is in response to the government’s
Education Renewal Strategy (ERS).

The NECC’s National Education Policy
Investigation (Nepi) said in a statemeni:
“The government’s ERS is an example of
its timidity in tackling the education crisis
which has paralysed many schools since
1976.”

Comprehensive

The NECC siatement said Nepi would
embark on a comprehensive investigation
into the transformation of the entire educa-
tion system in contrast to the government’s
“piecerneal and often contradictory
approach?,

The statement said Nepi had already
identified fundamental problems in the
country’s present education systemn.

Focus
| These inchude the “unequal distribution of
resources and a focus on the needs of the

minority of the population”. Others are:
@® an emphasis on differences between

South Africans, rather than an attempt to
bring people together

® skills produced by the school sysiem
not meeting the needs of the economy and

® administrative inefficiency and cor-
ruption.

Nepi’s work will be “guided by the prin-
ciples of non-racialism, non-sexism, cqual-
. ity, democracy and the redressing of pasl

imbalances,” the statement said.
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education probe
£\ <

THE National Education Co-ordinat-
Eg Committee (NECC) yesterday

unched a R4m research project into
education.

~JInvestigation co-ordinator Nick Taylor
sgid the National Education Policy Inves-
tigation (NEPI} — to be conducted by some
200 educationists over the next year —
weuld come up with alternatives to gov-
ernment’s Education Renewal Strategy.
7D NEPI outline document states the
ddemocratic movement” would be at a
gross disadvantage during the negotiation
process if it did not within the next 12 to 13
months have well-defined policy positions
on every sphere of government.
- Government was moving towards nego-
tiation with all due speed and ministers
were talking privately of a new political
digpensation being implemented at the
start of 1993, the document says.

,JFEducation policies consistent with this
new dispensation would be phased-in with-
in, the next six months,
..:Taylor said In an interview the NEPI
would formulate policy options to be used
by negotiators from the democratic move-
ment. a

,The ANC’s education policy document,
dlscussed in Durban yesterday, referred to
the NEPI — and ANC members wouild be
part of the initiative's working groups and
executive committee, he said.
..;University of the Western Cape rector
{akes Gerwel would chair the executive
gommittee which co-ordinated 11 working

ECC starts R4m

USINESS DAY, Friday, July 5 1991 \

&

TANIA LEVY

groups. They would investigate the struc-
fure of a new education system, adult liter-
acy, skills training, curricula, teacher edu-
cation and language policy.

Taylor said government was clearly un- |

able to solve the education crisis which had
paralysed many schools for long periods
since 1976.
The Education Renewal Strategy was a
symptom of government timidity in tack-
ling the situation, he said. Instead of pro-
viding a solution, the strategy tried to tin-
ker with the present system.
In contrast to this piecemeal and often
contradictory approach, the NEPI would
provide a comprehensive investigation
into how the entire education system could
be transformed, said Taylor.
Useful recommendations contained In
government’s renewal strategy would
probably be incorporated into the NECC's
initiative.
Taylor said the investigation would be
guided by the principles of non-racialism,
non-sexism, equality, democracy and the
redress of past imbalances.

S
W

Community involvement in the study
would be encouraged.

A major education conference could be
cnnva_ened at a later stage to involve key
political, education and community oOr-

ganisations in the research initiative, Tay-
lor said.

D Cl-u‘
A DYING six-year%gld boy

JONATHON REES

the nearby KwaMadala

Dying childgﬁiié;c-:ntifi%_ his killer’

identified one of the men

hostel as being among his

who shot and killed the
family of a Vaal Triangle
ANC and Cosatu official on
Wednesday night as a local
hostel dweller, an ANC offi-
cial said yesterday.

Vaal ANC political offi-
cer Ernest Sotsu’s wife and
two of his children were
shot dead with AK-47s on
Wednesday night before

their Boipateng home near
Vanderbijlpark was petrol-
bombed.

Sotsu was in Durban at-
tending the ANC’s national
conference.

Vaal ANC treasurer
Charles Mofokeng said be-
fore Sotsu’s son Goodwill, 6,
died in Sebokeng Hospital
from gunshot wounds, he
had identified a man from

e —————————— ]
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rental.

Apply: Karen Jay (021) 402 2200
between 900 & 16h00

SEA POINT

Excellent office space - + 250 m2
{ in the heart of Sea Point - avail
| approx. mid-July.

Reasonable

killers. \
Police said last night
they were working “round
the clock” on the murders.
No arrests had been made.
SAP spokesman Capt
Piet van Deventer said he
recognised the name as
that of a man arrested and |
held in custody for various
offences previously.
Mofokeng alleged the
man had been involved also
in the massacre of 39
mourners at an ANC funer-
al vigil earlier this year.
Inkatha spokesman Su-
zapne Vos last night cau-
tioned against blaming In-
katha for the attack, saying
it could “open up a war’. |
Mofokeng said that evi-
dence of the killer’'s identity
would not be given to the
police “as no action will be

taken against that man”.
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Organisers call off |

takeover of schoo}

E’\g\'\\ﬂ 4\ TANIA LEVY 60

| THE National Education Co-ordinating

| Committee has backed down on its threat

| to occupy the empty Orange Grove school

| today. |

| Alexandra pupils would not square up to

| policemen in the township today as had

| been planned, NECC Southern Transvaal

i general secretary Amon Msane said.

| “Low profile action” would take place to

i prepare for occupation of the school at a

| later date.

| He would not say what preparatory ac-

b tion would take place “in and around

i Orange Grove’ today.

| Msanesaid that at a meeting on Wednes-

| day a number of white schools in central

L and western Johannesburg had been iden-

| tified for occupation.

|  The NECC, All Schools for All People,

| and union and civic representatives agreed

i to go ahead with the occupation of unused

| white schools by black pupils from over-

| crowded schools. -

| Final strategies would be set out at

{ meetings to be held in Mayfair on Wednes-

day and in Hillbrow on July 25.
A spokesman for Budget, Housing and |

| Public Works Minister Sam de Beer said

| the future of Orange Grove school was still' |

being discussed. He could not confirm that |

the Department of Education and Training| |

was in the running for future ownership.
He repeated that the illegal occupation

of school buildings would not be tolerated.

@ Sea Page 2
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Seeking alternatives

S%:Vennnm

ycatior Dists are engaged in cnmpr

hensive research under the National
dugat;nn Policy Investigation

(Nepi), billed as an alternative to
government’s “piecemeal and confra-
dictory’] Education Reney

gy.
project of the Natiohz

Co-ordinating Committee (NEC C),

Nepi will examine policy options in
every sector of formal and non-
formal educafion and training ov

the next year, and present its findings

in August 1992,

‘Work has been undertaken by 11 re-
s“eard'n groups:
.Planmng system and structure;
@®Aduit basic education;
@Continuing educatmn*
@Skills trammg and economic de-
velopment;

®The balance between academic

schooling and technical/vocational
- education;

@Curriculum development;
®Post-secondary education;
@®Teacher education service training;
@Early childhood educare;
.Language policy and

@Support services.

8y PAUL ALExANDER! 1 U9l -
- THOUSANDS of black students

face a bleak future as the focus in
funding moves from “victims of

apartheid” to a “development” orien-
tation,

Local education and bursary bodies
have predicted a cash drought as for-
eign funders begin to question their

i role in South Africa, Many perceive

reforms in the country to be irreversi-
ble.

“It is inevitable,” said Kagiso
Trust’s Joe Adams, “that fewer stu-
dents will receive funding, but there
will be a strengthening of the human
resources sector., Conditions of
funding will change, if they haven’t
already, Future programmes will be
directed towards strategic human re-
sources needs.”

This new thrust towards develop-
ment is expected to cost far more than
general anti-apartheid funding, as it
includes areas such as formative edu-
cation, adult education and literacy.

Adams, together with the Bursary
Council of South Africa (BCSA) and
Educational Aid Programme (EAP),

believe that foreign funding will soon
fall to a trickle.

They forecast that, in as little as five

years’ time, theytog
students will have to rely entirely on
South A‘?rican funding for education
by finding “creative approaches”,

“In some cases (foreign) funds have

completely dried up. The lifting of

some sanctions by the European Eco-
nomic Community has affected local
funding,” said BCSA spokesman El-
roy*Africa.

EAP’s Transvaal coordinator fsaac
Mogase adds that, although the
change 1s not significant, Western
purse-strings are pulling towards
eastern Eurcpe, making the future
more difficult on the homefront,

“We must tighten our purse strings,
and begin to feel more responsible for
our own destiny,” he said.

A tendency is growing for students
to be offered loans rather than grants.
Africa says South Africans, particu-
larly the stdents, should not “throw
up their arms in despair”, but use the
situation to reap long-tcrm benefits
because a future government will be
hard pressed to match (foreign) purs-
es. Local organisations such as the
Independent Development Trust are
seen as bringing water to the fimding
drought.




ALARM IS growing among
educationists and parents
that, if the Government im-
plements its Educational
Renewal Strategy, it will
result in total disaster for the

entire future of South Africa.

. The document, released on
June 4, says its proposals are not
the final word on the subject and
“‘opportunities still exist for
debate and comment’’.

But as one headmaster pointed
out, the timing of the document
(just before the school holidays)
allows little time for serious input
from concerned parties.

" *“The deadline is August 14
with the holidays in between. The
document has not been distributed
to headmasters and many school
heads have not seen it or know its
implications.’’

One headmaster in Soweto said
black principals were ‘‘extremely
unhappy’’ that they had not been
consulted.

A Miss Perreira from the De-
partment of National Education in
Pretoria said the onus was on
headmasters and interested people

to obtain a copy of the ERS docu-
ment.

Crisis

A summary of the document,
done by an education expert,
states: ¥

““There is little doubt we will
be faced with a decline in aca-
demic standards and a reduction in
the quality of available school fa-
ctlities.

““Jt has been violently appar-
ent, at least since 1976 that black
education was and is undergoing a
crisis of increasing dimensions.

““The financial implications are
substantial. Parents will be called
on to engage 1o a far greater extent

'than before in management and .

administration at a school.

The Government’'s new
plan for education has been

released in a 104-page
tome entitled ‘“Education

Renewal Strategy: Discus-

mary of the proposals, how-
lever, reveals some disturb-
ing facts which are causing
alarm in education circles.
iISILLA GROBBELAAR

ireports.

‘*Communities which are
under-privileged will have no
chance of competing with

privileged areas which will lead to’

‘ogod’ and ‘bad’ schools.

- “If management councils are
given the right to impose financial
criteria on pupils admitted, then a
financially elite system of school
will emerge. Affluent areas and

parents will continue to produce
well-educated children. Poorer

communities will suffer,’’

ERS recommends that all

schools (not private) appoint man-
agement councils. At present only
white government schools have

management councils.

Process

This is a lengthy process in-
volving proper elections con-
ducted by an electoral officer.
Where management councils have
existed there will be no problems
but in black: schools, where there
have been none, much organisa-
tion will be needed to get them off
the ground.

The Soweto headmaster said
no information had been

tsion Document”. A sum-j
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forthcoming from the DET on
how to appoint MCs or their func-

tions.
Page 74 of ERS says ‘‘the

‘demand for equal education must
“be placed in perspective. Growth

implies additional funding, The
education budget for 1991/92
(nearly 19 percent of the total
budget) has probably reached near
limits. The enormous difficulties
in achieving equal education op-
portunities while maintaining
standards are apparent, More
progress could be made in creat-
ing equal educational op-
portunities if to a greater degree
than is the case at present the
State’s share of responsibility for
the total education system was
balanced by the community it-
self’’.

In other words, said one educa-
tionist the Government is admit-
fing it has made a mess of educa-
tion, they don’t know what to do
so it is over to the community to
sort it out.

Money

“They are absolving them-
selves from their responsiblity,”
he said.

Although the Government ad-
mits lack of money is the root of
the problem they refuse to con-
sider allowing a State education
lottery to raise funds.

Basics such as subsidising
teachers’ salaries, electricity,
textbooks, ‘minor capital works,
maintenance will all have to be
paid for by the school.

If the State intends passing its
financial responsiblity to the
“‘community’’ it will be im-
possible to maintain standards let
alone improve them.

In the ERS document page 21

states’ **it is  recommended that
race should not feature in structur-

isaste

ing the provision of educdtion in a
future education model for SA and

that justice and equal op-
portunities must be ensured’’.

Future

recommendations contained'in. ..
(above) be presented to Govern-
ment as an input for the negotia-
tions on a future constitutional
dispensation for SA™’.

In other words the Government
now has a bargaining chip at the
negotiating table. 3

But, as one observer pointed
out, education is fundamental to
the negotiation process which will
be jettisoned before it even gets
off the ground if the ERS
proposals are put forward as the
future education mode! for SA.
The summary of the ERS
states:

““ A fundamental objection lies
in the fact that the adademic
merits of students do not seem 10
have been taken into account. In
other words, if you have the
money you can go to school. If

you don’t have the money but you
are bright and will benefit from

further schooling then you have a
problem.

Document

“If the ERS document is to
form a realistic basis for further
education in this country within a
non-discriminatory framework
then all groups will have to be

-consulted. An examination of the

makeup of the variou§ working
groups -shows a predominantly
white constitution’”,

In a nutshell as one educa-
tionist put it:

“It's another example of the
Government’s management by
crisis’’.

Page 26 states ‘‘it is recom-
mended that the principles and
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President F W de Klerk
has responded to FM

criticisms of governe
ment’s education poli-
cy. More specifically,
we have repeatedly
questioned the atti-

! tude of white “own
) affairs’’ Education

" Minister Piet Clase;
auttacked the closure of white schools and
colleges in Notal with the resulting loss of
skills to o profession which desperutely needs
them; and suggested that government would
prefer to close white schools thon encourage
them to go nonracial. This is the full text of
the State President’s response:

“Education in SA is passing through a period
of change and adaptation. The government’s
commitment to change should be obvious to
all reasonable observers.

However, change needs to be so managed
that it is not done in a disruptive manner or
to the detriment of existing services. At the
same time, it should be done in 2 manner
which could enhance the prospects and meet
the needs of those areas of education which
are in an evolutionary stage.

Steps in this direction are continually re-
ceiving the attention of the government’s
ministers of education, jointly and severaily.
In spite of the best efforts, it is not always
possible to effect change smoothly and to the
satisfaction of all observers.

The extent te¢ which changes are being
addressed and major role players are being
involved will be obvious from the statement
issued by all three education ministers with
the full support of the government on July 27
1991. You will, for example, notice that
criticism against the so-called ‘closure’ of
teachers’ training colleges has ignored the
most salient points. The careful observer will
have noticed that:

Not a single facility is being lost to educa-
tion and that at the two facilities which will

DE KLERK'S DEFENCE

be transferred to technikons to meet the
increasing demand for technical training and
education, it will be possible to offer much
needed technical tratning for teachers of all
races in the highly industrialised regions of
the Witwatersrand and Port Elizabeth;

1 All colleges of the Department of Educa-

tion and Culture (House of Assembly), in-
cluding those in Natal, have the authority,

subject to such decision in this regard as may
be taken — not by the department, but by
the college council concerned — to open
their doors to students of all races; and
Facilities now used by 1 700 students will
be available to 1 000 more.

Commentators also seem to lose sight of
the fact that some 67 300 teachers are being
trained in 100 colleges throughout the RSA.

The remarks of Ministers Clase and Stof-
fel van der Merwe on the adequacy of the
number of teachers were not that there were
sufficient to meet the present potential
needs, but that more were being trained than
the State could employ: partly because in
some departments there is an oversupply and
partly, as is the case with Education and
Training, present funding limits the employ-
ment of larger numbers.

What difficulties there may be will have to
be addressed step by step.

One such difficulty is that teachers need to
be trained to cope with the language and
traditions of the region or environment
where the demand exists. An oversupply of
teachers on the Witwatersrand, for instance,
cannot necessarily alleviate the need in rural
areas.

You will also notice from the Ministers’
statement that:

0 The process of making unused school
buildings available to other education de-
partments is being streamlined; and

[1 Subject to local communities being con-
sulted and local circumstances being taken
into consideration, schools which would have
to be closed on account of dwindling num-
bers may now be kept open by the depart-

POLICY STATEMENT

ment concerned for all races, while continu-
ing to maintain its own professional
procedures, syllabit and discipline, and to
employ its own staff,

Allegations by the FAM of inertia on the
part of Minister Clase and, to some extent,
the State President, are totally unfounded
and shallow. The fact of the matter is that
the question which the parties involved (in
what appears to be a Natal Teachers’ stand)
had wished to raise with Minister Clase, was
under consideration by him, his department
and the government as they had been ad-
vised; and that such consideration has pro-
duced the results referred to above.

The first thrust of FAM criticism is against
the reduction of the number of teachers in
white education, especially in the province of
Natal, on account of rationalisation. It has
referred to ‘crippling staff cuts,’ calls for a
moratorium on the closure of schools, and
raises the spectre of a ‘hidden agenda.’
Against whom such an agenda might be
directed is not fully clear, but presumably
against the white teachers of Natal. One
could rather have expected greater concern
for the difficuities of education in general.

However, white education in Natal enjoys
the. most favourable dispensation in SA.
Thus in this financial year, the Natal Educa-
tion Department will be receiving R33m
more for the running of the department than
the sum to which it is entitled on the basis of
its number of effective subsidy pupils. Calls
that this extremely privileged position should
be maintained in the face of the govern-
ment’s declared policy to achieve a more
equitable dispensation and in view of the
shortage of funds for other departments are,
to say the least, unrealistic if not chauvinis-
tic. Adaptations will have to be made, but, of
course, with as little disruption as possible.

Finally, the fact of the joint statement by
the three education Ministers concerned (in-
cluding Minister Clase), clearly refutes spec-

ulation on an ‘inner cabinet’ or ‘hidden agen-
da“! ”

m
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decision on the closing
down and disposing of

But I will not, and the rea-

sons are simple: Firstly, for sev-
eral months the Department of
Education and Culture in the
House of Assembly defiantly
went ahead with an obviously
short-sighted plan to close down
schools and retrench teachers in
spite of a national outery from
concerned educationists all over
the country. *

One spokesperson of the De-
partment of Education and
Training in Pretoria was even
quoted as justifying this mad-
ness by claiming that there
were enough schools and teach-
ers in black education — a
claim that amounts to an insult.
Not to mention the fact that
during, this whole educational
circus, a so-called education re-
newal strategy document was
published by heads of depart-
ments of the very same govern-
ment. The document inter alia
argued against race as a criteri-
on for admission in schools and
also conceded that more and not
Jess schools and teachers will be
needed in future.

Under the circumstances it is
thus inconceivable that one de-
partment in the same govern-
ment should have persisted with
a policy of closing down schools
and retrenching teachers.
Secondly, I always wonder
why the South African govern-
ment, in spite of all the other
commendable changes it has in-
itiated, still insists on creating
the impression that it is a gov-
ernment that only begins to see
reason when there is a crisis or
a confrontation threatening.

It was only after pupils from

Alexandral Township in Johan-

nesburg threatened to occupy a

school in Orange Grove that we
" then heard the voice of reason

I wdild dearly love to T
| praise the government
for suddenly changing its Iﬂhr%ugg %
O * I : 5
under-utilised white] o& |

schools and arbitrarily re-| DHLOMO M
trenching white teachers.| —— ——m+—— il
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from the government.
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One could also say it was only-|

after officials and members of-

R 1

the Natal Teachers’ Societly |
began to protest vigorously that-y.

the government changed its-
stance. |

I am quite worried about this
state of affairs. Invariably the

govenment does not seem to lis- §

ten to citizens who write memo-
randa, send deputations, pass
resolutions and make speeches.
It only begins to listen when
citizens become more. aggres-
sive and confrontational. I won-

der if the government is aware |

that this attitude helps to breed
a culture of confrontation and 3
“we” — “they” attitude.

There are numerous instances
where the government has ac;
tually ignored citizens who try
to reason with and not confront
it — only to give in later. X

1 will not forget a remark by
one disgruntled pupil some
years ago, who told me that the
reason why the central govern-
ment did not provide adequate
facilities in KwaZulu schools;
was because KwaZulu pupils did

not burn down their schools and |

chase teachers away. y
Indeed in some sectors of

black society nowadays a 80|

called “stooge” is someone who

tries to reason with the govern- |

ment, and a so-called “credible
leader”, is someone who, aggres:
sively confronts the government
and forces it to call the police to
defuse the situation. :

If the government’s public re-
lations department is still fun¢;

tioning, it would do well to cor+

rect this dangerous image. Oth- |

erwise nobody will be prepared
to reason or negotiate with the
government. '
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O
ty- | PRETORIA — The Transvaal Teachersc\g/f
iily { Association (TTA) is €xpected to back the

in | stand takep by the Nata] teachers last decision on the Issue, it was clear there
on | Week supporting compulsory school fees, Was majority support for the principle.
ore Pretoria education authorities said a¢ ,;::* “This would have to be 2 System based
the weekend a decision op Whether to im- ~ on individual schogis determining the
hn guse Compulsory school feeg wnuld_have Lo amount of the fees and how funds should be
e

. - for parents unabie to pay all or part of the
old | . The Natal Teachers Society (NTS) annu- il)‘\ compulsory fee.

al conference last week resolved unap;- The TTA spokesman sald the amounts
mously “to cali on government to make< alloeated by government for the day-to-

ed | school fees compulsory because of the in- *~ day running of schools was hopelessly in-
ek | creased financial stress being experienceq ¥ adequate,

a5t | by schools.” The issue would be rajsed at the TTA’s
Id- It was emphasised that some parents annual conference ip September. "
kel | were not paying voluntary contributions, An Education and Cujiyre Department| |

|, A spokesman for the TTA saiq although  spokesman said no final decision had beep{ *
the association had pot taken a conference taken on the issye,
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Education Reportera\

All regions of the National
Education Co-ordinating
Committee will support the
southern Transvaal region
in its campaignh to make use
of under- or unused white
schools, according to the
NECC.

The NECC national executive
committee has mandated its
various regions to campaign for
adequate facilities and the utili-
sation of unused white schools,
NECC general-secretary Ihron
Rensburg said yesterday.

He said that while the NECC
was part of the joint working
group involved in discussions on
education matters with the
Government, the organisation’s
leadership had resolved at its
meeting last month that all
NECC structures should con-
tinue with campaigns aimed at
getting the Government to ad-

schools t

By Phil Molefe %\0"\,\\0\\-

dress the shortage of textbooks
and stationery as well as inade-

quate facilities.

He said the NECC’s southern
Transvaal region, which has
threatened the mass takeover of
empty and under-used white
schools, was acting within the
national body’s mandate.

“At no stage did the NECC
advise Government representa-
tives on the joint working group
that NECC regional structures
and organisational components
would not embark on alterna-
tive strategies,” he said.

He did not understand why
Minister of Education and
Training Dr Sfoffel van der
Merwe could not meet the
NECC southernsTransvaal re-
gion regarding’the gccupation
of Orange Grove |Primary
School by Alexandra pupils.

Mr Renshurgssaid the Minis-
ter had, in theipast, met NECC
regions, including local com-
mittees such as Thabong in
Welkom and the Alexandra
branch of the Cofgress nf; South

akeover bid

African Students.

Dr van der Merwe said last
week he could not meet the
southern Transvaal region of
the NECC over the use of un-
used white facilities because he
was involved in such discus-
sions with its national hody.

Mr Rensburg said NECC re-
gions and organisational com-
ponents had been mandated to,
continue with campaigns
directed at improved conditions
of learning, utilisation of un-
derused and unused educational
facilities, employment of more
teachers and the recognition of
representative structures such
as parent-teacher-student asso-
ciatiens.

He said the southern Trans-
vaal region’s campaign to take
over unused schools was. likely
to become a national campaign.

The NECC would hold a spe-
cial national meeting later this
month to map out a programme
of action involving the co-ordi-
nation of various campaigns by
its different regions.
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Education ‘most urgent need’

BLACKS see education as
government’s most urgent
priofity while whites re-
gard housing as the coun-
try’s most serious problem,

A stiidy by Research Sur-
veys’s Omnichek division
showed health care was re-
garded by ail South Afri-
cans as the third priority.

Asked where funds for
improving these services
should ' come from, most
whites opted for a state lot-
tery, while blacks regarded
higher taxes on coinpanies
arid businesses as the better
optiono\02A (o \'1\"'\\

Research Surveys diréc-
tor Binky Kellas said:
“Looking at housing, educa-
tion aiid health care for all
race groups, some race
groups are clearly worse

m’-—._

off than others.” 50
Housing was ded
among white and coloured
men and women as & prior-
ity. Education was accord-
ed an almost equal impor-
tance in needing
government’s attention,
followed by health care.

Black men and women in
metropolitan and rural|
areas said education should
receive attention first, fol-|
lowed by housing and
health care.

Kellas said taking into
account that the percent-
ape differences among re-
sponses were fairly small,
the study showed education
and housing were regarded
by all South Africans as key
priorities, — Sapa.
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R5-m Alds education

By Helen Grange
Pretoria Bureau ﬂ

50)

A RbH million Aids education
programme aimed at making
all schoolgoing children aware
of Aids by Std 5 has been out-
lined by the departments of Na-
tional Health and Population
Development and of Education.

Announcing the programme

m.rm.i\ 5,4/
vesterday, Minister of Nationa
Health Dr Rina Venter said
Aids was a high Government
priority, with 200000 HIV-posi-
tive cases nationwide expected
by this time next year.

Teachers would receive spe-
cial training to prepare them to
give Aids education to children.

The campaign should be sus-
tained and form part of the for-
mal curriculum, it was decided.

Research projects in five re-
gions (western Cape, Durban,
Soweto, Pietersburg and Pre-
toria) aimed at outlining a life-
style education package incor-
porating Aids education have
been put out to {ender.

These packages will be insti-
tuted in schools and it is hoped
the results of the research will
be available so that packages
with different modules can be

ﬁom:swmmm_a for schools |

produced for use in schools next
year.

Dr Venter said the establish-
ment of two new Aids training
and information cenfres were
envisaged for this year in
Maritzburg and Soweto.

To date, 683 people are
known to have developed the
Aids condition nationwide. It is
estimated that about 100 000
people are infected with HIV.
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JOHANNESBURG. —
Action to take over
empty white schools had
been more effective than
monihs of negotiation, |
National Education Co-
ordinating Committee
general seeretary Mr Ih-
ron Rensburg said yes- \

terday.

A working group —
which includes the
government, the ANC |
and educationists — had
been unable to reach |
consensus on empty and
under-utilised facilities,
he said.

But the Minister of
Education and Training,
Dr Stoffel van der
Merwe, had had the Yau-
dacity” to make an an-
nouncement in this re-
gard as soon Alexandra
pupils had drawn inter-
national attention by at-
tempting to occupy the
empty Orange Grove Pri-
mary School last week.

Dr Van der Merwe
said any attempt by any
unauthorised groups to
occupy-such«premises
would constitute an 1il-
legal act.
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Cc T€garding the locaj Cominitteeg,
Grove o Other empty
t an Intensifieq  Sthool p roperties,

strateg:,f for the Occupat;

o ]

mpt to ocCupy the
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Education plans

Own Currespondent

DURBAN — The re-
cently released Edu-
cation Renewal Strat-
€gy came under se-
vere criticism at the
first National Catho-
lic Schools Congress
in Durban this week.

Dr Pam Christie said
its proposals did not ad-
dress the heart of the
education process.

Dr Christie, who is
presently co-convening
the Curriculum Reaza-

search Group for the Na-
tional Education Policy,

!SS the

3\ T4\

described the document
as merely an attempt by
the Goverment to control
the educational terrain
during the period of po-
litical transition.

She said that the crisis
in black education was a
political one, not simply
a technical one, and its
solution would need po-
litical negotiation.

The ERS was clearly

not directed at meeting

the demands of pupils or
progressive political or-
ganisations which re-
garded it as illegitimate.

It gave no details of fi-

point™

plementation. Nor did it
make any references to
redressing historical im-
balances in education.

In presenting educa-
tional provision as a
technical problem it paid
scant attention to the po-
litical demands that
have increasingly char-
acterised the education
crisis since 1976.

She said it was sober-
ing to note that as the
country stood on the
threshold of the ‘‘new
South Africa”, the educa-
tion crisis, which has
been evidence since 1976,
had continued unabated.

nance or means of im-
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Some, progress has been
Made fowards redressing
inequalitieg betweep
black ang white pupils,
although the backlogs
are stil] substantia].

The South African Ip.
stititte of Race Relationg

said in g I'eport that the

1989/9¢ finaneia]. year
was R5;3 billion — an in-
Crease of 53 percent.

“The'amount fop white
education Fose 32 per-

£
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over white schools

50 geul

By Phil Molef

AN
Education Reporter \7/\(\\

The southern Transvaal re-
gion of the National Educa-
tion Co-ordinating Commit-
tee will unveil its plans
today for the mass occupa-
tion of empty and under-uti-
lised white schools in the
PWYV area, regional general-

secretary Amon Msane said

yesterday.

According to Mr Msane, the
plan is the product of intensive
behind-the-scenes  discussions
since Wednesday, which contin-
ued until late last night.

The NECC repgion decided
last week {0 embark on a “low
profile” action — after it had
suspended the takeover of Or-

ange Grove Primary School —

as a build-up to the forthcoming
mass occupation of about 50
white schools.

Local structures of the Con-
gress of South African Trade
Unions, Congress of SA Stu-

dents, SA Democratic Teachers

Union and the Civic Associa-
tions of Southern Transvaal had
been part of the ongoing discus-
sions and had resolved to back
the NECC's All Schools for All
People (ASAP) campaign, said
Mr Msane.

These organisations, he said,
had formed an interim commit-
tee to co-ordinate the planned
mass takeover and galvanise
community support.

Discussions had already
taken place with “progressive”
strucutures in Orange Grove {o
win their support for the occu-
pation of the unused local pri-
mary school.

The NECC southern Trans-
vaal region has taken the ASAP
campaign further to include a
demand for the handing-over of
unused white schools and edu-
cational facilities to black
pupils,

Mr Msane told The Star that
five empty or under-utilised
schools in Mayfair would . be
targeted for occupation within
the next few weeks together-
with other white schools in the
Johannesburg, West Rand and

Kempton Park areas.

“We are playing our cards
close to our chest to avoid being
thwarted in our attempts to oc-
cupy these schools,” he said.

Mr Msane said the NECC had
worked out a “secret plan™ for
the occupation of these schools
with a view to taking “the Gov-
ernment by surprise”. He de-
clined to disclose the detatls,
saying the Government would
know about the plan only once
the pupils had moved in.

Mr Msane said negotiations
with the Department of Educa-
tion and Training over the occu-
pation of empty white schools
had proved futile.

About two weeks ago the
NECC tried to bus Alexandra
pupils to Orange Grove, but the
move was thwarted after the
police turned away"the buses
and threatened to take strong
action if the organisation con-
tinued with its plans.

Education and Training Min-
ister Dr Stoffel van der Merwe
has warned that plans to occupy
white schools would constitute
an illegal act.
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Political Reporter @
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{ The ANC has proposed that an

Aids education officer bhe ap-
pointed in each of its 936
branches to raise community
awareness about the disease.

The suggestion was made in
the confidential report of out-
going secretary-general Alfred
Nzo which was delivered at the
ANC’s national conference in
Durban last week.

“The report also proposed that
the ANC’s national executive
committee appoint a subcom-

| mittee on Aids and work closely

NC report urges
jon campaign

with other organisations deal-
ing with the disease. '
The report said: “This must
be given priority in the ANC.
Education must be fargeted at
all levels, from activisis to the

commuaity as a whoie.

“The Government must also
be pressured to do much-more
on this issue, as must other sec-
tors like business and the
media.”

ANC spokesman Carl Niehaus
could yesterday not confirm
whether the officials would be
appointed fulltime and whether
they would be put on the ANC’s
payroll.




HE National Education Co-
ordinating Commitiee has tar-
geted several empty white
schools for surprise occupa-i

tions by black pupils this
month. |

Among the white schools standing
empty because of dwindling student
numbers are Blairgowrie High on the
Johannesburg/Randburg border, the
Swartkops and Albatros primary
schools in Port Elizabeth, Kafferrivier
Primary in Bloemfontein, Pomona Pri-
mary in Kempton Park, Highflats Pri-
mary and Mitchell Girls High in Dur-
ban, and Voortrekker Primary in
Pietermaritzburg. |

The date of the take-overs will remain,
unannounced to avoid confrontation,
with police, But the campaign to 0CCu-
py empty and under-utilised white
schools was gathering momentum na-
tionally, with consultative mass meet-,
ings planned in the next few weeks,
said the NECC’s southern Transvaal
secretary, Amon Msane.: .

At a meeting on Wednesday, the
NECC and other organisations decided
that pupils from Johannesburg inner-

E

face surprise 1

city “fly by night” schools, many of
which face closure, would also be
moved.

The meeting was attended by the Ci-
vic Associations of the Southemn
Transvaal, the Johannesburg Educa-
tion Committee, African National Con-
gress local branches and All Schools
for All People.

“Many of these schools are in flats
which do not have proper facilities or
playgrounds,” said Msane. Pupils

from overcrowded township schools -

would also move to white pre-primary
schools, many of which had space
avallable, he said.

The NECC has resorted to mass ac-
tion following a “negative response”

from Minister of Education and Tramn-

ing Stoffel van der Merwe, who re-

_5/6)9»,\@ <\ =\l

The National Education
Co-ordinating Committee is
gearing up for school occupations
— but won’t disclose its timing.
PORTIA MAURICE reporis.

fused 10 meet the Southern Transvaal
regional chapter earlier this week be-
cause negotiations were taking place at
a higher level in the Joint Working
Group (JWG) on education.

But the WG — meant to address the
educational crisis in the short-term —
is reportedly running aground, and
Msane referred to the structure as a
“talking shop™.. -

“The year is half done, and instead of.
giving us textbooks and stationery,
Stoffel van der Merwe is talking about

THE WEEKLY MAIL, July 5 to July 11 1991 3

te-elephant schools
nvasiol

all kinds of other things. He doesn't

understand how powerful our region

is. Perhaps through discussion he may
have understood us better, but now he
has lost his chance,” said Msane.

He said the government was now
moving fast to allocate the empty
schools, whereas it had been dragging
its feet before the campaign was an-
nounced. ,

Two weeks ago, Welfare, Housing
and Works Minister Sam de Beer an-
nounced the allocation of nine schools,
mosily to private institutions. :

Among these were Marlandia Primary
in Maraisburg to the Light House
Christian Schools Ministry, Jubileum

Primary in Mayfair West to the Educare
Training Trust, Johan Rissik Primary
in Joharmesburg to the Department of

Education and Culture and Malvern

West Primary to the Joharmesburg Tu-
torial College.

Once the earmarked schools have
been occupied, the NECC will hand
them over to the Department of Educa-
tion and Training, “We don't want to
buy,” said Msane. “The DET will be
held responsible for providing mainte-

This is potentially a fresh source of
conflict, as most of the empty schools,
although structurally intact, have been
stripped of educational facilities.

Meanwhile, at a press conference this
week, the Azanian People’s Organisa-
tion distanced itself fromn the campaign.
“We should not settle for crumbs from
the table of white people,” said Azapo
education secretariat spokesman Dr
Gomolemo Mokae. “The onus is not on
blacks to decide what to do with these
institutions. We should demand that
the government build more schools in
the townships rather, because pupils
moving to white areas will lose their
sense of belonging and develop other
cultural tendencies.”

The Pan Africanist Congress, howev-
€1, supports the campaign.

-||I-.||..I|-||IIIII||I|I|I|I| |
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POOR schooling facilities
in Alexandra are robbing
an estimated 76 000 youth
of school-going age edu-
cation, a survey con-
ducted by Education for
Employment revealed.

The  survey  was
cartied out on 900
households in the dusty
township near Sandton.

According to this sur-
vey, in an estimatéd, pop-
nlation of over. 320 000,
107 000 employable
adults are unemployed.
This makes a rise from 47
percent in 1990 fo over 33
percent,

The township’s popu-
lation has risen from 250
000 to 320 000.-

Survey co-ordinator
Mr Louis Schoeman
revealed a pathetic situa-
tion in-relation to schools.

. *“We estimate that
thére are about 96 000
youth of'school-going age
in Alexandra., Of these,
there are schooling facili-
ties for, only 20 00C. This
means that the vast major-
ity of the youth are grow-
ing up without any formal
education.”’

learning

By ISAAC MOLED!

Statistics of the survey
showed that 90 per cent

of the population pin their
hopes for the future on an
improvement in the edu-
cation of their children.
“People believe that if
only their children can
receive a relevant educa-
tion of sufficient quality,

be

LeiN\al

self-sufficiency,’’
Schoeman said,

The survey maintain
that the four major thrusts
of Education for Employ-
ment programme should

% The upgrading of
school facilities from pre-

school level upwards;
* Provision of training

and' employment op-

2survey

Sowthun

they can move towards

portunities for unemploy-
ed youth and adults;

* Provision of
counselling advice: ser-
vices to youth and their
parents; and

*Providing manage-
ment and leadership train-
ing to community leaders,
thus helping them t0
structures and so stabilise
structures and so stabilize
the community.
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Stoffel

refuses to
discuss>
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THE National Education 'al-urdinating mittee (NECC) gen-
eral-secretary, IThron Rensburg, has expressed shock over education
and training minister, Stoffel van der Merwe’s, refusal to discuss
the occupation of the Orange Grove Primary School with his organ-
isation’s regional structure .

In a letter to the region, Van der Merwe said: “The question of the util-
1sation of unutilised facilities is one of the subjects under discussion
between a government delegation and a delegation on which your
national body is also represented.

“Therefore 1 would appreciate it if further communications with
myself or my office can be conducted through the chairman or gener-
al secretary of the NECC itself.”

Rensburg said Van der Merwe’s disclosure that the question of the
utilisation of unutilised facilities was being discussed by the Joint Work-
ing Group (JWG) created a wrong impression. He said there was an
impression that any agreement on the issue had been, or would be
reached by the JWG.

“That is not the case,” Rensburg said. He could not elaborate because
the deliberations of the JWG could not be discussed with the press.
Rensburg is one of the members of the extra-parliamentary delegation
on the JWG.

Rensburg said he did not understand why Van der Merwe refused to
meet with the NECC’s Southem Transvaal region because a few months
earlier he had met with a delegation of tatives from the Alexan-
dra branch of Cosas and the Alexandra Education Co-ordinating Com-
mittee,

Discussed

According to the NECC, the issue of occupying the Orange Grove
Primary School was discussed with Van der Merwe at the meeting and
he undertook to report back, He failed to do so.

Rensburg said while the campaign to occupy unutilised and under-
utilised white schools had not been adopted by the NECC, regional
and local structures of the organisation had been given the go-ahead to
embark on campaigns around five issues.

Those, he said, were the provision of textbooks and stationery, ade-
quate classroom space - which could imply the acquisition of addi-
tional butldings through the taking over of unutilised school premises
- and the decrease of teacher/pupil ratios to reasonable levels.

The NECC had also given its structures a mandate to campaign for
the recognition of Parent-Teacher-Student Associations (PTSAs) and the
South African Democratic Teachers Union (Sadtu).

#
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Ihron Rensbhuryg, NECC general secretary

There are reports that the national executive committee of the NECC
expressed reservations over the process which led to the formation of
t‘m:lﬁ Jﬁg G and was concemed that the proceedings of the TWG remained
confidential. _

Facilitate

Sources close to the NECC said the organisation had almost pulled
out from the JWG about two months ago. But, the sources said, the deci-
sion was withheld because there were hopes that the JWG would report
to state president F W de Klerk and ANC president, Nelson Mandela,
last month.

Instead, the NECC concluded that “the WG was not a negotiating
structure, but one which would facilitate the process through which
structures could engage the authorities”,

Rensburg said the campaign to occupy unutilised and undér-utilised
schools could be adopted by the organisation nationally.

He said they were willing to meet Van der Merwe to discuss the
issue.
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iI‘he Johannesburg regional
management schools’ coun-
cil has condemned plans by
. the National Education Co-

ordinating Committee
"(NECC) to move black

pumls to empty and under-
“utilised white schools in the

JPWV area.

:' Council chairman Steve Ra-
+ moetsane said it had resolved to
'oppose plans by the NECC to
juse children as “cannon fod-
jder”.

?l “As a body of biological par-
lents in the true sense of the
word, and non-aligned to any
political organisation, we cate-
gorically condemn the methods

'iused by the NECC and are not
jgoing to stand and watch while
lour children are being used.”

’ Management councils are re-
.cognised by the Government in
terms of the regulations of the
-Department of Education and
yTraining, and members are
lelected by parents in black
1schools,
! Mr Ramoetsane said the re-
ngmnal council, which is com-
i posed of individual councils in
ISnwetu and Alexandra schools,
«had held a parents’ meeting in
' Johannesburg last week, where
vit had been decided to oppose
i plans by the NECC region to
:,take over white schools.

" “T still believe that such ac-
'tmns can only allow the Gov-
-ernment to fmd an excuse to

cntlused

. Lieutenant-

SAP is ready
General Mulder van Eyk.

delay the negotiations process,”
he said.

He accused the NECC of
creating unnecessary hardships
for underpaid parents who were
struggling to make ends meet
— ‘‘sacrificing their hard-
earned money for the welfare of
their children”.

He was equally disappointed
by the involvement of the South
African Democratic Teachers
Union in the NECC-sponsored
campaign.

The NECC region announced

plans recently to move black
pupils to about 50 unused white
schools in the PWV area hy Au-
gust 5.

NECC regional general-sec-
retary Amon Msane said the or-

ganisation had failed to per-

4N\ °\
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suade the Governmen allow

black pupils from overcrowded
schools to use empty white faci-
lities.

As a result, the NECC would
go ahead to occupy these
schools even if it meant break-

ing the law. Sian &

Mr Ramoetsane said the= *
NECC would fail again in its at-"i}
tempts to occupy white schools: .
because parents were agamste*’j{
the move. s |

Last month the NECC had tu@*
call off its plans to move Alex- |
andra pup ﬂs to Orange Grnveu ’
Primary School after the po-
lice threatened to take action. iiﬂ

Mr Ramoetsane said the:l
NECC had failed to carry outt
its threat, not hecause the po-t
lice had stopped them, but be-
cause the parents had not al-
lowed their children to go to3
school that day. :

Mr Msane sald the manage- &
ment councils had no support
base in the black community
and had lost their credibility '
since 1976.

Meanwhile, Acting Commis-
sioner of Police Lieutenant- |
General Mulder van Eyk said:
“In view of the mcreasmg fre-
quency of illegal seizure of both
Government and private prop-
erty, and of publicised cam-
paigns by various organisations
to do so, the SAP is committed
to protecting the rights of all
people of South Africa.

“The SAP is therefore ready
and prepared to take action in
terms of the law against those
who violate the property rights
of individuals or institutions.”
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A conference on the empowerment of
women in education starts this afternoon
at the University of Natal in Durban.
Organised by the SA Democratic Teach-
ers Union (Sadtu), the event will focus on
the status of women in education, accord-

Sende 5

Now Nekton (Lesemiin e

ing to Sadtu's spokesperson, Salome Francis.

U

erate on gender inequalities in the country’s
education system.

State

- Since its formation last year Sadtu has
challenged the state to abolish inequalities

ignightec

si=1\ Al . |
Francis said the conference would delib-

based on gender in the teaching profession.
These include full parity in salaries between
male and female teachers and maternity
benefits.

Francis said the event will be attended by
over 500 delegates from the organisation’s
branches throughout the country.

Workshops to focus on gender issues will
be held in the following areas; textbooks,
language and teaching methodology, pre-
primary, junior and senior primary educa-
tion, people’s education, career guid-
ance and counselling, non-formal
education, literacy and worker education.

Education

Delegates will discuss the strategies for
the empowerment of women educators and
will consider the implementation of affir-
mative action programmes, said Francis.

The event will be opened by Sadtu presi-
dent, Shepherd Mdladlana.

Phumzile Ngcuka of the World Universi-
ty Services based in the Westem Cape is one
of the guest speakers.

Other speakers include Sabina Zarira of
the Zimbabwe Teachers Associatton. Zarira
will evaluate the position of women in the
Southern African region.

Another foreign speaker is Georgina
Baiden, a member of the International Fed-
eration of Free Teachers Unions and presi-
dent of the Ghana National Association of
Teachers.

The opening and the closing sessions will
be open to the public. The conference will
open today at 7pm and will run until Sunday.
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By Phil Muxe}:ﬂ \1\0\\

Education Reporter

The southern Transvaal
region of the National
Education Co-ordmating
Commttee  yesterday
reaffirmed 1ts determi-
nation to occupy Orange
Grove Primary School
tomor row,

Announcing this in
Johanneshburg  yester-
day, southern Transvaal
geheral-secretary Amon
Msane said his organisa-
tion would intensify its
; r campaign to take over

= W _

emply white schools.

In a letter sent on
- Monday, the southern
Transvaal regton re-
quested to meet Minis-
ter of Education and
Training Dr Stoffel van
der Merwe yesterday,
hoping to put pressure
on him to allow Alexan-
dra pupils to be moved
to Orange Grove.

However, Dr van der
Merwe sald on Tuesday
he was not available to
attend a meeting with
the NECC branch. He
also objected to the
NECC region's an-
nouncement of plans for
the meeting to the
medla before confirma-
tion of the meeting had
been sought from him

He indicated that be-
cause the Government
was Involved in discus-
sions on education mat-
ters with the national
body of the NECC, there
was no hecessity to
meet one of the NECC
regions over the same
issue.

Foolish

“Now that the way to
resolve the issue of
opening all unoccupied
schools with Dr van der
Merwe is closed, we are
left with no option but
' to intensify our mass
action against that de-
partment,” Mr Msane
said

He said the NECC had
.| been “wrong and fool-
* ish" to believe Dr van
der Merwe's statements
— that his door was al-

| ways open to discuss
’ education matters.

He counted the Con-
gress of South African
Trade Unions, the Con-
gress of South African
Students and the Civie
Assoclations of Southern
Transvaal as among the
* orgamsations which had
thrown their weight be-
hind the All Schools for
Al People campaign

These orgamsations
were due to meet last
night to formalise plans
on more than 58 vnused
white schools which will
be targeted for occupa-
tion,

The NECC also re-
affirmed iis call for the
resignation of Dr van
der Merwe

Mr Msane said nepo-
tiations with the De.
partment of Education
and Training over the
occupation of empty
white  schools  had
proved futile,

Last week the NECC
tried to bus Alexandra
Eupils to Orange Grove,
ut the move was
thwarted after the po-
lice turned away the
buses and threatened to
take strong action jf the
organisatlon continued
with their plansg,

Dr van der Merwe
has warned that plans to
occupy white schools
without a legal claim to
them wounld constitute
an illegal act
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Mass ta\l,;leo

By Phil Molefe P 5
Education Reporter

50

The southern Transvaal region
of the National Education Co-
ordinating Committee has sus-
pended the takeover of Orange
Grove Primary School, planned
for today, to prepare for the

| mass occupation of empty

white schools in the next few
weeks,

NECC southern Transvaal

general secretary Amon Msane
said yesterday the organisation
had decided to embark on a
“Jow profile” action as a build-
up to the takeover of about 50
white schools in the PWV area.

A meeting attended by the
Congress of South African
Trade Unions, Congress of
South African Students and the
Civic Associations of the South-
ert Transvaal on Wednesday
night resolved to back the

NECC's All Schools for All Peo-

ver of schools planned

ple (Asap) campaign and to go
ahead with plans to force the
Government to hand over umn-
used white schools for blacks.

The meeting-worked out a
“secret plan” for the occupation
of schools. Mr Msane declined
to disclose cietails.

“We want to keep the Gov-
ernment guessing what action
will be taken,” he said. “They
will only know about our move
once we have occupied the
schools so that it will be dif-
ficult to kick us out.”

He said the NECC was left
with no other option.

“We wanted to discuss the Or-
ange Grove issue with Dr (Stof-
fel) van der Merwe (Minister of
Education and Training), but he
refused to see us and now he
will be surprised that we are no
longer targeting one school, but
all the schools.” S

On Monday the NECC region
sent a letter to Dr van der

Merwe, requesting a nmeeting on
Wednesday about the Orange
Grove school. |

However, Dr van der Merwe
said on Tuesday he was not
available to attend, and he ob-
jected to the annountement of
‘he meeting to the megia before
confirmation had been sought
from him. !

Dr van der Merwe'also said
that as he was involvéd in dis-
cussions with the national body
of the NECC, it was nbt neces-
sary to meet a branchiof the or-
ganisation. i

Mr Msane said an NECC
meeting was planned'for next
Wednesday at which al organi-
sations that supported the Asap.
campaign would finalise plans
and the date when pupils would
be moved to white schaols.

Dr van der Merwe has

. warned that plans to occupy un-

used white schools woyld be il-
legal.
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SCHOOL WATCH

ANC supports
campaign t6.2
locc_:upy empty
white -SChOQJ§5

w (leoony
Support for the campaign t¢' occupy empty
! white schools is growing and new initiatives
are being developed.
The camnpaign was launched last week by the

National Education CD-Krgi‘iltgl\lg Committee |

| NECC). g — W ]
Indications are that almost all ANC branches in
the Johannesburg area, including the white sub-
| urbs, have pledged their support for the campaign
and have shown a willingness to take part in it.
The Johannesburg Education Committee also
| supponts the campaign. S

On the other hand, progressive structutes in
Johannesburg are on the lookout for empty
schools in the white residential areas.

A planning meeting was held this week in
which several structures, including ANC branch-
¢s, took part. The neeting discussed ways to
intensify the campaign in the Witwatersrand area,

One of the issues discussed was the plight of
pupils attending inner-city schools, most of whom
are “fly-by-nights™.

Reliable sources said the possibility of start-
ing a campaign to move pupils from those insti-
| tutions to the empty white schools was discussed.

I Region

Commenting on the move, NECC Southemn
Transvaal regional secretary, Amon Msane, said
several of these schools have been closing down
| due to the lack of funds and other issues such as
maladmimistration., T

“Those schools cater for youngsters who do
not find accommodation in township schools.

But, unfortunately, they cannot operate properly |

because some of them rely solely on school fees
payment to run their daily business.

“Secondly, those schools are inside the city,
creating a situation where there are no physical
education facilities.

“The other factor is that education and training
ninister, Stoffel van der Merwe, claims that his
department would feel compelled to bus students
| from the township should it make a schools avail-
able in white areas. .

“If that is the case, then the kids attending
inner-city schools have proved that they can pay
for their transportation. The department should
therefore not worry about that,” said Msane.

Msane also disclosed that his organisation was
working on a meeting to look into problems faced
by private schools. He said several organisations
as well as parents of children attending these insti-
tuttons would be invited.

The owners, administrators and associations
of private schools are also expected to attend the
meeting. ¥
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Minister not’
able to meet |

 local g}CC: ,
stov” I

By Phil Molefe

Minister of Education and®|
Training Dr Stoffel van der, |
Merwe said yesterday he would |4
i { Dot be available to attend a;f
| meeting requested for today by,
the National Education Co-or-
| { dinating Committee southern
| Transvaal region to discuss the. |,
| Orange Grove School issue. !
| He said the NECC region had; [
| announced plans for the meet:. |
| ing to the media before confir- |!
| mation of such a meeting was: i
| sought or obtained from him. :
| “I have always gone out of; {!
my way to be as helpful as pos;; {
sible within the constraints of; |!
i

14

the situation. 3
“As it happens, I will not be, [;

| available for such a meeting” ;
he said. 2 I
| ..The NECC sent letters on |
Monday to Dr van der Merwe 1
and the Minister of Local Gov- ||
| ernment, Housing and Works, 4
| Sam de Beer, requesting a |
meeting over the occupation ‘of I;
the school by Alexandra pupils. s |:

| The school came under the; [
'| spotlight last week when the :
| NECC -threatened to bus biack: |
| pupils there from the Skeen Pris |!
| mary.School. .
! Driwan der Merwe said the |
use of empty white schools was: |
:

'

:

!

i

I

Sy

| under discussion between the
‘1 Government and a delegation
on which the national body of
| the NECC was represented.

| “Under these circumstances;
1 regard it as improper that ¥
should enter into discussions on’
this subject with a regiona®
| chapter of the NECC, such as'its |
'| southern Transvaal branch.%, .z :
| The NECC indicated on Mon: :
day that it might go ahead with [
' | occupation of the school on Fri
' day. ' O

{ Mr de Beer could not be :
.| reached for comment on this :
I'| yesterday. : s
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PROFESSOR E'’skia
Mphahlele, director
of the Council for
Black Education and
Research, has urged
black teachers to es-
tablish contact with
pupils during their
spare time.

He was speaking at an
education workshop held
iIn Warmbaths at the
weekend.

The theme of the
meeting, which was at-
tended by teachers and
people of various profes-

sions, was QOur children:
Our future.

The event was part of
a rural development pro-
ject run by Pretoria’s
vocational guidance and
education centre.

Mphahlele emphasised
the need for school chil-
dren to know what it felt
like to associate with
teachers outside school.,

“It never ceases to
amaze me to observe so
many of our teachers un-
willing to spend one or

two hours with their'

pupils after school to help
them learn to live in the
real world with their
teachers.

*“The pupils need to
know what it is to live
without authority brea-
thing down their nccks,
and with no rules and
regulations being con-
tinually thrown at them.

“After school and
weekends are times for
such contacts. I see, too
often for comfort,

By ALINAH DUBE

teachers go through the
deadly routine of moving
between home and school
and places of wild enter-
tainment,”’ Mphahlele
said.

Delegates at the con-
ference agreed with him
when he said loss of tradi-
tion and culture formed
part of the history that has
disrupted African life.

““Since pastoral life
was damaged and blacks
became landless, we have
never lived in an environ-
ment we have created for
ourselves. We have been
dumped in an environ-
ment and have remained
alien to it.

Stress

““We are unable to
remake it, for the sake of
our welfare; it 1s as alien
as the education imposed
on us,’’ he stated.

He said  African
humanism  has  been
severely damaged. People
are in a perennial state of
stress, without a culture
that can give them the
moral strength to with-
stand the assault of white
values and culture.

Mphahlele called on
teachers to become
counsellors rather than
representatives of
authority. They should
also stop thinking of
themselves as classroom
practitioners.

““At the same time
they should resist the
temptation to be platform

activists, especially now
that there is such over-
whelming pressure on
teachers to affiliate with
sectional political groups.

As teachers we cannot af-
ford to drag such affilia-
tions into the classroom,”’
delegates heard.

This attitude, he said,
promoted freedom of in-
quiry, expression and fear
unlike the authoritarian
education which operated
by driving fear into both
children and teachers.

He said education
should be part of com-
munity development and
not a mere struggle for
certificates. That would
allow teachers to be com-
mitted citizens of a com-
munity sharing Its
anxieties ang hopes.

Mphahlele advised
teachers to form study
groups all over the coun-
try to discuss cultural
matters, He said such
study circles would help
them share individual ex-
periences relating to the
changing culture of black
people.

Delegates resolved to
forge links with churches,
youth groups, women'’s
organisations and
organisations such as
burial societies. Emphasis
was put on the need to
hold workshops from
time to time and it was
agreed that a lot of work
had 1o be done by parents,
pupils and teachers them-
selves to put black educa-
tion right,




MASS action to take over empty
white schools had been more ef.
fective than months of negotia-
tion by the joint multi party work-
ing group on education, National
Education Co-ordinating Com-
mittee (NECC) general secretary
Thron Rensburg said yesterday.

The working group — which in-
cludes government, the ANC and edy-
cationists — had been unable to reach
consensus on the issue of empty and
under-utilised facilities, he said.

But Education and Training Minis-
ter Stoffel van der Merwe had had
“the audacity” to make an announce-
ment in this regard as Soon as Alex-
andra pupils had drawn international
attention by trying to occupy the
empty Orange Grove Primary School
last week, he said.

After pupils planmng to take over
the school were turned back in Alex-
andra, Van der Merwe announced

that steps would be taken to make it
easier to facilitate the use of empty
white schools by black pupils.

Meanwhile, Van der Merwe said ke
wonld not meet with the NECLs
Southern Transvaal branch today as
announced by the NECC.

Contribution

He said it would be improper to
enter discussions with !
branch of the NECC while the gues-
tion of unused facilities was beinpg
discussed by a government delega-
tion and a delegation on which the
national body of the NECC was also
represented.

Van der Merwe said any attempt
by any unauthorised groups to “occun-
py” such premises would constitute
an illegal act,

Such action would make “no con-
tribution whatsoever towards finding
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constructive solutions
lems of education”.

An NECC spokesman said this
week the occupation of Orange Grove
school would go ahead on Friday as
planned.

Rensburg said the NECC would
meet later this month to decide whe-
ther occupation of empty white
schools shonld take place nationally.

for the prob-

He said about 300 000 black pupils |

could be accommodated in the 200 or
more white schools which had been
vacated in recent years.

The use of these schools would help

leve overcrowding problems in
black schools inside SA, even if it did
hot begin to address the crisis in
homeland schools.

Rensburg said government had to
open all white schools to indicate jts
commitment to redressing the gross
imbalance in education resources
which were presently skewed away
from crisis areas towards privileged
stburhs.
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| Finance Staff

The Metro Cash and
Carry group is to bring
all its operations under
one umbrella with com-
bined annual sales of
more than R5 billion.
Managing director
Carlos dos Santos said
yesterday that the new
group, which resulted
from the takeover of the
Metro and Score groups
by Premier, would con-
tinue to operate under

the existing name,

It would be listed on
the JSE as Metro Cash
and Carry. -

The new group will
comprise the existing 208
Metro and Trador out-
lets, five Trade Centres
and six Builders Bucket
operations.

The retail operations

Metro creates (5>

A Al

RS-bn retail giant

- gess and operate com-

o |

of Fairways and Score
Supermarkets have been
merged and will be
known as Score Super- |
markets. They will be .
headed by MD Chris Bur-

pletely independently of
Mefro, Mr dos Santos
said.

The merger of the
cash and carry interests
has created one of the
largest distribution oper- |
ations in the country and
as a result, the company ' |
has been divided into
three regional operation- *
al divisions,

“There is still a great
deal of work to be done -
in the restructuring of
the group,’” Mr dos"
Santos said, adding-
though that the latest
moves should speed up
the process.




Power deal averts

‘hreat

AR AN A TNAN

'HE Soweto City Council announced
csterday that it would be prepared to
+ the Central Witwatersrand Region-
| Services Council administer electri-
.ty supply to the township, provided

ere were no moves to take over
wnership of the R350m electricity
it astructure,

The move averts a confrontation with

- Soweto People’s Delegation (SPD)
wich had warned of a full-scale rent and
-rvices boycott unless electricity supply
~ residents was handed over to the RSC.

The RSC had offered to take over power
-auiies from the three Greater Soweto
suncils — Diepmeadow, Dobsonville and
~weto — which were having problems
_.ting residents to pay rent and service
harges.

About 55% of Soweto residents have
-2% paylng their electricity bills since the
‘zming of the Greater Soweto Accord,
nicii wrote off R516m arrears last Sep-
~mber and ended a five-year boycott.

Informed sources said yesterday the
wbsonville council had agreed to transfer
Iminictration of electricity supplies to
he RSC, while Diepmeadow had rejected
his because it was expecting Soweto to do
he same. It was possible that Diep-
.eadow councillors might have a change
¢ heart, the source said.

Soweto council spokesman Mojalefa
Z:3eki said in a statement yesterday the
auncil had agreed in principle to “man-

of bo

ycok

| THEO RAWANA

date” the RSC to administer the power
supply on its behalf.

Hinting that other parties could be given
the task, Moseki said the council’s decision
set the stage for negotiations with the R5C
or any other body the council deemed fit to
admimster the service on its hehalf.

He said a full council meeting passed the
motion last Thursday after an exhaustive
debate during which its implications were
thoroughly considered.

Specific

Moseki said conditions adopted with the
agreement — to safeguard the interests of
Soweto residents who own the R350m elec-
tricity infrastructure — were that:

O The agreement should address and re-
late to Soweto’s specific needs;

[ The couneil should approve of decisions
on the supply of electricity taken by the
mandated party;

O The final draft of the agreement should
be approved by the full council before
being signed,;

d There should be provision for a proce-
dure through which the Soweto council
could terminate the agreement if it felt
that the other party was not fulfilling its
part of the contract; and

0 The duration of the contract should be
clearly specified.

NECC seeks meeting o
Orange

ﬂ:-\?ﬁ M WILSON ANE

THE National Education Co-ordinating Committee
(NECC) is seeking an urgent meeting with government {o
discuss the transfer of the Qrange Grove Primary School
to Alexandra high school pupils.

NECC southern Transvaal general secretary Amon
Msane said yesterday his organisation had requested an
urgent meeting on Wednesday with Education and Train-
ing Minister Stoffel van der Merwe and Budget, Welfare,
Housing and Works Minister Sam de Beer.

“We also want clanfication on Van der Merwe’s an-
nouncement last week concerning the transfer of unused
white schools to blacks,” Msane said. He had said empty
white schools would in future be handed over to black
authorities with “a minimum of red tape”.

The offices of the Ministers could not confirm if the
NECC's requests for a meeting had been received.

Msane said Alexandra's East Bank High School pupils
would try to occupy Orange Grove again on Friday. “The
NECC hopes that the meeting with the ministers will not
be an obstacle to the occupation...” :

He added that the occupation of the school — and a
numher of others in the PWV region — was not a
“publicity stunt but a genuine campaign to highlight the
mess black education is in”.

Other Johannesburg schools the NECC has identified
for occupation by black schools include Joubert Park
Primary School, Winchester Ridge School and General C
de Wet Primary School in Westdene.

De Beer said at the weekend the future of the Orange
Grove school would have to be renegotiated with the
various interested parties, and welcomed representa-
tions by institutions with a vested interest in education.

Sapa reports that the head of Azapo’s education secre-
tariat Gomolemo Mokae told a Johannesburg news con-
ference yesterday the organisation did not support the
campaign to occupy empty schools and took “offence at
the notion to settle for the crumbs of the white man”,

The Azaman Student Convention charged it was aimed
at political point-scoring and put black lives at risk.
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| ORGANISATIONS need 1o
mneet to take Urgent steps to ad- By GRACE RAPHOLO
dress the collapse of learning in " - ““The education crigjs cuts

SChools, the head of Azapo’s ed-  across the id@olugical divide apd

ucation secretariat, Dr for any initiative o succeed, it
Gomolemo Mokae, said. has to be Jjointly Organised from
He said this ip his address 1o inception by all relevant bodies
the United Nationg Educational, irrespective of ideology.**
Scientific and Cultural Organjga. Mokae told the UN that or-
tion in Paris last weejk, gamsations |ike the Black Sty.
| Mokae said the conference dents Study Project, Black Adult
should be on-secretarian and Literacy Advancement, Com-
Cross-ideological  ang should munity Heaith Awareness Pro.
look at issues jike the collapge of Ject and the Imbeleko wormen’s
4 the learning cultyre at schoolis, Oiganisation haye been denijed
Pupil and parent and morale and internationaj financia} support
the need for 5 code of conducy for their Programmes becayse
I gnygming,behayinurj of pupils, thege Organisationg espoused

------

Students arid T Elack Conscigusngss.” ~ =~ - - - -




zasco hits at

271,

school strategy

@@) By GRACE RAPHOLO ™
THOSE campaigning for the occupation of empty white
schools ignored the practical limitations like transport,
security and the level of income which invariably
defeated the purpose of such occupation.

Speaking at a Press conference in J ohannesburg,
Azasco publicity secretary Sipho Maseko said the move
sought to further sacrifice the learning Pprocess for
political motives.

He said whites were capable of transporting violence
into black townships and chaos would result if black
pupils forcefully occupied those schools.

He urged parents not 10 risk the safety of their chil-
dren by making them vulnerable to attacks by rampag-
ing white gunslingers, whose track record was known in
the townships. ‘ ‘

Azasco demanded the establishment of township
schools of the same standard as those in white suburbs.

He said the onus was on the Government and not on
the pupils to do something about the shortage of classes.
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R56,7m
given to
help th

Beoplr

SOWETAN
REPORTER
THE ANGLO American
and De Beers Chairman’s
Fund and Educationaj
Trust approved grants of

R56,7 million for com- |

mumty development last
year,

According to Anglo’s
annual report, published
at the weekend, 50 per-

cent went to secondary |

and tertiary education
while a further 13 percent
was committed 10 primary
education,

The Chairman’s Fund
continued to support
Mmany projects in ryral
areas  concermed  with
providing better primary
heaith care, encouraging
entrepreneurship and de-

velopin icuitural
skills. %.ﬂ
Prt:ijecﬂ-{H |

“Anglo continues to
be a major supporter of
the Urban Foundation to
which a further R2,4 mijl-
lion was donated during
last year.

“The South African
Institute of Race Rela-
tions and International
Affairs are also Important
recipients of the Corpora-
tion's support,”* the report
5ays.

A total of R570 mil-
lion was committeqd by
the private  sector to
Projects to be undertaken
in consultation with the
black communities over
five years. The emphasis
of the projects would be
on education relevant to
employment,

““The Private Sector
Initiative formed last year
by a group of commpanies,
including the corporation,
aims to expand the private
sector’s contribution to
SOCio-economic develop-
ment,’’
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meets to discuss inner-cit sghools

THE fate of Johannesburg’s inner-city  tive,” he said. like the registration o

schools will be discussed at a two-day con- Among the problems experienced in these sidising them. .

ference starting on Saturday at the Alpha  schools are the exorbitant fees, severe short- He expressed concern that despite the

Conference Centre, in Broederstroom. ages of learning material and maladministra- ~ Department of Education and Training Act,
Organisers of the conference, the National  tion. which made it illegal for any person to provide

Education Co-ordinating Committee (NECC) Mokgantsang said they had found that 87  education without registering his institution,
Southern Transvaal region, said after months  percent of the Tnstitutions were run by indi- there were still many schools which func-
of research and monitoring, they found that viduals who, in most cases, were Owners or tioned without meeting this provision.

39 private schools functioned in the Johan- principals. Ironically, according to DET officials, the
nesburg area. These schools accommodate Inefficiency department does not enforce the Act. Several
between 300 and 1 000 pupils each. schools have functioned without being regis-

Some employed family members for
Result administrative duties and inefficiency has been tered, but the
NECC organiser, Sam Mokgan{sang told the order of the day, said Mokgantsang.

ir owners have never been ques-
tioned about these institutions, Mokgantsang

PUPILS FORUM that all the principals of Due to a lack of funds and expertise, some said.

these schools as well as leaders of the bodies  of the schools have employed under qualified Open

which represent them had been invited to the  teachers, who have accepted poor salaries. Recently, Acme Coilege, which was riddled
conference. He said most of them had indi- Some of the teachers employed were from with problems, was forced to close its doors
cated they would attend. neighbouring states and even if they were  after two months.

Mokgantsang said the conference was  qualified, were not familiar with South Mokgantsang said the conference was Open
prompted by increasing problems faced by Africa’s education system and the current  to members of the community, especially par-
these schigols. ’ school syllabus. ents who had children in these schools and

“These schools are a direct resuit of the edu- Mokgantsang said the conference would  teachers.
cation crisis in the country and itis also a fact  electa com