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Chris van Gass
The Star’s Africa
News, Service

'MBABANE — South
‘Africa could soon face
serious -anti-migratory
“labour pressures from its
neighbouring . countries if
a . ‘resolution  adopted by
the United . Nations
Development - A ‘dvisory
Team (Undat) .is carned
out,

. Feurteen African na-
tions — including Somalia,
Uganda, Panzania, Lesotho,
Eotswana, Mozambique and

. Swaziland — unanimously
condemned the migrant

resolutmn.

“The resolution included
a decision that the UNDAT
secretariat will convene at’

- the end -of the year to dis-
cuss the “‘economic prob-
lems. of . 'the three coun-
“tries not yet independent”.
{South’ West Africa, Rho.
desia and. South Afnca)

“The_ineeting, was held
over . three dp.ys olitside
- Mbabane.,

. Obsetvers believe the
move mlght open the way
for  the “use of nigrant

'iabour ‘as an economic
rweapon - against .. South
Africa.

They . expect that the
UNDAT- yearend conven.
-tion will be -attended not
. only by representatives of
--the liberation movements
-of* Sputh Africa, South
"West Africa-and Rhodesia'

¥

:tives” of Southern. African
“Black states - who could
-plump strongly for econo-
‘mie pressure against South:
Africa and- Rhode51a

labour ‘system through. the -

“but- -also by reépresenta-



to squeeze

White Sout]

MBABANE—The 14 Black Afrian states surrounding
- the White South are to formulaie a programme for
economic pressure on Rhodesia, South West Africa and

© Scuth Africa to aid_-“liberati_on movements™ “in. those .

countries.

. _The  Council of Ministers of the...Lusaka-bas'ed
Urnited Nations Development Advisory Team (Undat)

yesterday concluded a three-day conference in Mbabane |

... by announcing that a conferenie of all its member statés
. 'would be.organised later this year, probably in Névem-

ber. _Liberationmovements from the three White-ruled
countries would alse attend. .

The - conference would “discuss the economic proh-

"* Jems in countries which are not yet independent, with |

~ “particular, reference - to - problems resulting from the
“migratory labour system’. )

‘Means woild be sought “towards the speeding up

through economic.means of the liberation of counfries
not vet independent”. ‘ :

" 'Member”® states, the council added, “will continue
. to . provide trading facilities and employment oppor-
. tunities” -for peoyle forced to Ieave the ‘White-ruled
. -countries. _ S }
.7 JuConference sources said later that special emphasis
-“had been placed on the problem of migratory labour

" pecause it was, considered ‘“hboth politically unaccept-

-.able.and economically inefficient.”

The November conference -would also consider-|

*." whether it could organise collectively through economic
meang’ assistance. for “liberation movements” through
.sanctions or other means.

. extending present, regional tooperation, particularly in .

areas such as planning, basic industrial development

~and inter-territorial . transport links.

‘The conference passed a resolution “saluting” +

Mozambigue and Angola on attaining independence and
agreed to give the two countries all possible economic
assistance. 1t also called on the international community
to help Mozambiglie recover from the effects of the
closure of its border with' Rhodesia. o

© Represented at the conference were. Angola, Bots-
wana, Kenya, Lesotho, Madagascar, Malawi, Mauritius,
Mozambique, Somalia, Swaziland, Tanzania, Uganda,
Zaire *and Zambia. e :

. Observers from both ~wings of the Rhodesian
- African National Council and the South West African

People's Organisation ‘were present.—Sapa.
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ACCRA — Ghana's law-
Yers yesterday threat-
ened to stop work next
week if the ruling Sup-
reme  Military Council
4id nat begin moves to-
wards'a return to civillan
rule, the Ghana News
Agernicy reported.

The Ghana Bar Asso-
ciation gave the Military
Council until July 1 to -
hand over to a president- .
fal commission. '

The armed forces, led
by Colonel Ignatius Ache-
ampong, have held power
since a bloodless coup in
January, 1872

The lawyers thus fol-
low Ghana'’s doctors, en-
gineers, bankers, char
tered accountants, veteri-
nary surgeong and surve-
yors, who all threatened
last Priday tp withdraw
their services if the Gow
ernment falled to resign
next month, — (Sapa’

Reuter.) .
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Island paradise it may be,
a speck in

but Mauritius,

the Indian ‘Ocean, is going
through a period of

Yy

B e

Sir
Ramgoolam .. ., likely to ba-
first President.

‘The tiny sugar laland’
‘of an%iﬁus, in the
middle. of the Indian
Ocean, is slowly
recovering from the

most damaging
period of industrial wn-
rest it hes ever ex-
“perienced. :
Sitlkes of Indien and
Creole sugar eane cut-

. ters, sugar mill workers,
__,'gﬂ‘ock and trampsport
agorkers, paralysed the
-ggland. The sugar cane,
"ont which Mauritius lives, .
stocod uncut in the flelds
and some was deliberate-
Iy burped. Ships Iay idie

in the harbour at Port
Louis, shops were closed
-and Government offices
“were abandoned, .

‘The 21 sugar mills en
tie island had to close.

Water.okl-Ing off the white beaches of Maurltius: tour!

TS

Seewbusagur.

Gastan Duval

««. {eads
party of the big planters.

Some 148 009 workers
-struck for an 8 percent
pay rise — which failed.
Trade . znlon officials
went on hunger strike to
protest against tough.
government action.

. Among them was Paugl
Berenger, the white
leader of the left-wing

"Mauritian Militant Move-

ment (MMM}, the opposi-
tion party which backed
the strike. )
"The strike s “said fo
have cost Mauritius some
R54-million. For weeks it
dislocated  the sugar in-
dustry which gives
Mauritiug. a precarions
living, producing more
than 70 000 tons a year,
Mauritius thinks,
breathes, lives sugar.
Some 500 000 tons goes
to the Common Market
which gives Mauritius a

sm Is a bir

political change and
upheaval, writes JOHN
WORRALL

PAUL BERENGER ... his
left-wing opposition party
backed strike.

reasonahle return, but
the rest goes on the world
market at precarious
prices.

Harhdur chaes. hetd up
the vital imports which
the Island desperately
needs — rice, wheat,
meat — becapse so much
land is devoted to King
Sugar that Httle space i
available for food crops.
‘The batance of payments
is in the red.

The cost of living has
gone up sharply in this

‘desperately poer island

as a result of the in-
dustrial unrest.

“We are fighting for
survival in Mauriting,””
said-one sugar man. “itis

very different from the.

boem years of the early
to middle 70s, when there
were constant wage in-
creases {o the sugar

‘gy-eatner,

workers. Labour costs
now stand at about 50 per-
cent of the cost of produc-
tion. It is time for a wage
panse.”

Port Louis Is the centre
of this, little microcosm
of world problems in the
far-off spaces of the In-
dian Ocean, The narrow
.streets, paved with
crumbiing volcanic rock
gathered from the sugar
plantations, are bordered
by oid French coloniat
houses rapidly falling into
ruoin. Many of them are
splendid with fipe olid
fronwork, The occasfonal
maodere building ‘stands
out irrelevantly.

: Queen Viectoria,
resplendent in stone
- robes, sceptre and crown,
still dominaies the hot,

. steamy city. From her.
{ ' plinfh outside the old

Government buildings

she looks down an avenue

of palins towards the har-
. bour.

Beautiful

A few weeks ago thou.
. sands of demonstrating
" strikers swirled round
her feet, harassed and
harried by members of
the para-military mobile
foree which #s all that
Mauritius has for an
army. )

Up in the most
heautiful honse in
- Mauritins, a dazzling
" white French colonial
chateau, called L=z
| Reduit, lives the acting
Governor-General, Mr D

 Burrenchobay, whe

Tepresents Queen
"Elizabeth 1I. Unlike all
other . Afriean Com-
monweslth countries,

- Seew

&

Mauritius has not become
& republic — yet.

Mr Burrenchobay,
small, smooth, im-
meaculately dregsed, a
former head of the civil
service and erstwhile
teacher, gave us some of
the delicious . vanillg-flav-

- pured island tea on the

balcony overlooking the
tropical gardens,
He is an Indlan, like

. most of the Mauritian

political hierarchy. There
was a feeling that he was
keeping La Reduit warm
for the Prime Minister,
Sir Seewoosagur Ram-

" goolam, who is likely to

be the first President of
Mauritius when it in-
evitably becomes a
repubfie,
.dipance

Poople on the isiand are
increasingly talking of 2
new constitotion bringing
in a republic, possibly
with a Parllamentary
system, a Prime Minister
and a constitutional Head
of State. There is aiso
talk of a referendum.

Even though Mauritius
is French- or Creole-
speaking, the links with
Britain are very strong.
Tate and Lyle huys
almost two-thirds of the
sugar crop. The Prime
Minister is g Privy Coun-
cillor, and a great deal of
ald finance comes from
Britsin.

The left-wing move-

- ment MMM has in the

last few years made con-
siderable advances in
Mauritins, having won 34
of the M parliamentary
seats at the last General
Electlon in 1976. But Sir

oosagur Ramgool-
e LR -71';"

-am's pro-Western Labour
_Party tormed & coalition
with the right-wing Socinl
Democratle Party (the
party of the big planters)
led by Mr Gaetan Duval,
and mairtains rather

shaky control of the

country.

The failure of the strike -

has brought considerable
trouble to Mr Berenger's
party, and he is heing
challenged by a grouwp
even furtiter to the left.
Neverthelesg, Mr
Berenger, if he can keep
“his party togetlier, i§in a
good position to win
' gnother election which
could take Mauritius weil
on the road to the kind of
socialist governments
which Seychelles,
: Madagascar, Tanzaria
and othes countries on the
Indlan QOcean seaboard

Fragile

The Mauritians, no
doubt as a result of their
mixed origins, are a
highly velatile peopte.
The peerless beauty of
their tropical, paradise
isle surroundings does not

soften that
characteristie. .
Into this mere dot of 720

square miles in the Indian
. ©Ocean s poured an ex-
panding population of
more than 930 880 people,
- who are imprisoned by a
© fragile mono-economy
from which there is no es-
eape.

They are mostly poor,
productivity is low, the
cost of living is control-
led by the huge import
bill, and there is free
education at every level,

200000 Creoles of mixed
French god African siave

. racial and communal at-

. helped in recent years by

 ecommunity. Maurutius

-been greatly kelped In re-

- world, aod forelgn ex-
" change earnings of 300-

producing increasing
political sophistication g
and a growing reluctance -
te work in the cane flelds
and sugar milis.

Their origing are main-
ly Indian, thelr ancestors
having been breught over
as irdented labour on the
19th century sugar es-
tates, There are about

origin who came in the
18th eentury.

There {8 still a largish
popuiation of French set-
tlers — the *“*Grahds
Blanes” who own and
‘manage the bigger sugar
estates gnd are active in
big business. )

What is so marked in
Mauritius is the relaxed

mosphere. This has been

the almosi ugiversal
adoption of the French.
based island patois,
which is spoken by every

may have its industrial
troubles hut never com-
munai or racial ones.
The Maaritins economy
may be in a highly
delicate state but it has

cent years by a positive
tourist policy which br-
ings In 100 600 tourists a
year from all parts of the

million rupees.

The island coastline Is
ringed by about 20 first-
class hotels and the
tourist industry has’
helped the empleyment !
problem enormonsly, —
Financial Times News-
Features.
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PORT LOUIS — “Thirteen
merhers of the Géneral
Workers” Fedération —
including the parliamen-
tory opposition leader, Mr

Paul Berepger -— have -

Iaunched a hunger strike’

in Mauritius in protest.

against lack of {zovern-
ment action in re-
employing workers . dis-

. missed after a prevmus‘

strike.
My Berenger said at a

. pubilic: meeting at *the

* weékend that they “would

end -their strike once the.
workers- had béen. re-'
_.employed LR

v
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- A(CRA — In Black
',‘ ““Star Square — a mighty
;”memor]al of the Nkru-
“ mah era the size of a
* dozen football pitches
or more — Flight Lieu-
~mslenagt Jerry Rawlings,
chairman of Ghana's
. Provisional National Le-
fefwe Council, shouts
fr{)m the top of an
“armoured personnei car-
rier at a crowd tens of
thousands strong.

ERI LN .
. . *“Hold on to this revo-
. lution.” he says. ‘Tlold
it with your lives. The
Ghana revolation of to-
day is going to he even
more d¢ifficiilt than the
American  or Russian

v pevolutions.”

oo
,'m", An atmosphere close
we O hysteria greets Naw-
"“’ullnghs ar11va_l_ in the
square, .. and ~ Ghanpa’s
fheme song of tiie mo- .
ment — “The power he-
i _':lpn"s io the people for-
— rises from tbhe

Y

R

gver’
swayving crowd.

There are shouts of.

weanen BEvVoh1tion”, Power”

“Kili the Traitors”, and

even “Kill the Minis-

te.»”. Clouds of leaflets
ih the legend “Power
' tgighie Peoplc” are flung
ab e the crowd.
e " demonstration,
i Ghana's
as_fhe
St “Flighte
Tojeutsriant . Rawlings
%ne to power nearly a
i

Jars

bl

 have

~of Ghana's revelution, ...
" Strikes and -confrofit-"

Rawlings . . . changes at the tnp

sign yet thafn the urb&n
wotkers, who make up

as much as 30 percent

of Ghana’s population,
(with . a
group of leftwing intel-
lectuais im the

become the pacesefters

ations between workers
and managenient, pam

small '

inner
circle of  ‘government)

by a‘the

with a foreign connec-

tiom, have become &
daily occurrence In
Ghana, especially in the
important- - industrial
towns of , Tema and
Takoradi. : :

" In - the . -past .’ few

~months the -expectation

of ‘real power: for. the
workers  — generated

.rhato‘rlc — has becnme
elec@

o

‘said one

Strikes and confrontations with bosses '%/;

have become a daily occurrence, reports
Victoria Brittain of The Guardian.

“FThere’s -been a
twenty-fold leap in the
working class conscious-
ness in the past year”
intellectual,
surveying the crowd —
still hungry for more
after nearly three
hotirs of speeches in
the sun.

The gulf seems total

‘between these people

and the expatriate busi-

‘nessmen of many years'

expertence who still sit
in their air-comditioned
offices
revolntion as  “ridicu-
tous” and talking of a
retum to “decent disci-

pline.”

“1 like a worker who
knows - who 18 boss,”
said one. i

The ' dtnmsphere in |
Acera - — even before -

the attempied - coup

has the same ood’ of-
in - the”
revolutionary i early davs of the reve-

expeciation as

“fution in Ethiopia.
The * milltarv heLe

dismissing the

still keep a low profile:
ceniral control is mini-
mal. The Government
speaks with many con-
tradictory voices: com-
mittees mushreom and
their authority rises
and wanes unpredict-

_ably.

Flight . . Lieutcnant
Rawlings’s speech in
Blaek Star Square and
his many eliptical re-
ferences to the events
of October 29 and last
week’s attempted coup.
indicate that some of
these contradictions
are about to be stamp-
ed on with even more
changes in the six-man
PNDC.

Rawlings did not
revea! the rpames of
hase arrested after the
‘coup attempt. But his
.strong condemnation of
peop]e whn try to use

his
references to necessary

A ——————

estroy the'

%1

purges in the defence
committees, and his
warning. that the worst
enemies might be those

who speak  the most
revolutionary language,
have bheen interpreted

85 an attack on two of

the most leftwing mem-

bers of the PNDC. .00

They ‘are Sergeant
Alolga Akate-Pore and

‘Mr Chris Atim.

For several mont_h;;,

at least since the June

murders of three high
court judges and a re-
tired army officer,
there have been grow-
ing rumblings in the
local Press against"
“ultra-leftism.”

Both Akate-Pore anc!
Chris Atim come from™

committees in the a!‘my
and civil life.

porthern . 'Ghana, and
.hoth “are respounsible
for. people's defence




ondon Blareau

of workers on the'big'Kenyan
estates in-Kerieho‘and Nandi
have rgacted in alarm to the
a giant tea-pick-
g miachiie: introdirced on a
'%Mtéhell_a(:otts estate, -

- €rs, a great'many;of them
women, are il of losing
- their jobs.

ade in

. The ,macliine,.
Britéin;.can pluck tore than -

" .45 hectares a day, équivalent
, to the work done by/400 pick-

ore, than 30 000, tea-pick-

iine

: onidony Bureau. F ers It is operated by six ]
LONDON. Tens.of thousands

workers in shifts of two at 2
time. It uses 200! of diesel to
pluck every ten acres of tea,
cheaper than ‘paying 400
workers. ,

A fight is on against -the
machine by:the Kenya Plan-
tation and:Agricultural
Workers Uniod, which has
vowed to battle against the
introduction of labour-saving
machines on the estates..

Official government policy |
i3 to maintain labour-inten-
sive tea picking.

] =
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2,5% agricultural growth expected

African econo
hurt by falling

NATROBI — African econo-
mies made small gains in ag-
riculture, manufacturing and
mining in 1985 but were hurt
by weak demand and sharp
falls in prices for their ex-
ports, reports the Economic
Commission for Africa.

The report by the commis-
siom’s executive secretary Ade-
bayo Adedeji was released in
Addis Ababa yesterday.

With good rains over most of
" the continent, African agricul-

ture, which a year ago was in the
grip of one of the worst droughts
this century, made a marked re-
covery, Adedeji said.

Agriculture production was
expected to grow by more than
2,5%, compared with an average
of 0,1% between 1980 and 1984,
the report said.

According to the ECA, which
said its estimates were corrobo-

rated by the United Nations

Food and Agriculture Organisa-
tion, the 1985 crop would be a
bumper one, j of 14-mil-

P ¥

lion tons over the 1984 harvest.

Some countries, Zimbabwe
and Kenya in particular, would
be able to resume grain exports,
Adedeji said.

The West rican harvest
would be 56% higher than in 1984
and even hard-hit countries like
Sudan and Ethippia expected re-
cord harvests, the ECA said.

The strong recovery of Afri-
ca’s chief foreign exchange earn-
ers — coffee, ¢ocoa, Sugar, cot-
ton, tea and tobacco — coincided
with a sharp fall in the prices on
the world market, the report
said.

It was a dismal year for min-
eral-rich Africa’s metal mar-

kets. Tin prices dropped by more:

than one half, leading to the col-
lapse of the tin agreement; co;})l-
per consumption was sluggish;
uraniur prices fell and a glut of
nickel forced prices down by
30% in the closing months of the

year. ’
The situation appeared to be
better for bauxite, the ECA said,
high 1eve1_‘of st?cks gg-ced

gus> DAY

pr

limits on production.

Oil prices, which normally
rise doring the current winter
season in the Northern Hemi-
sphere, did just the reverse. The
report blamed Opec’s decision to
lower prices, a move analysts
believed would trigger a price
war with non-Opec oil produc-
TS,

“The mining sector is not go-
ing to contribute much to eco-
nomic recovery this year, and a
mere 2,6% growth rate is fore-
cast,” the ECA said.

There was a 3,2% growth rate
for the manufacturing sector,
only slightly better than the 3%
growth during 1980-84. But the
report said an inereasing short-
age of foreign exchange meant
many factories were unable to
import raw materials.

“Thits, many factories had no
choice but to close down while
others were operating at uneco-
nomic costs,” the report said. —
Sapa-AP.

1‘" Y

(R "Ly X i"yx“#l '":‘j

D v A7 BN PO J Rp- NN 7T

= s =X




’vh 29/ ?/éé 3

P '

EEEEE United QAU attacks Thatch South Africq ws*

‘1‘(‘ ) "'
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mifin Add're‘:baga uén- a consensus for the firy( day even moderate prisals and a break in same fate as the Zim. ber states had agreed on  Africa has a different  state, little i ‘Cxpectec
terday 18 yes- time. countries such as Kenya diplomatie links. 1t alse babwean Prime Minis- it economic and political o come of it With its

i condemned Britain, the ter, Mr Robert Mugabe's ’ interest in the South erippling (’ééénﬂmji'g
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ern ohservers by sur- dently expected foreign to emerge from the OAU many, France and Israel military foree which was Britain had eXpected, e ipe economies of the does not have the mys*~

prise has not been the ministers from the 5p on South Afriea for what it cailed their effectively shelved last in the candid words ofa Southern African coun-  ¢le to take any meaning.

predictable African QAU countries to water o ) . “nuclear and economic - Thursday. But it seems British diplomat, a reat tries on the so-called ful economic reprisals;

anger at the British down_ any drat; resol- The draft resolution collaboration” with Nigeria ang Kenya ar-  “verhaj bashing” aver Front Line are interwo- against Britain, The cgn#
Prime Minister, Mrs ution” which dgig any-  called on Afriea and South Afriea, gued strongly for its re. South Africa, but not

ven with South Africa’s. cept of severing/diplo.
Margaret Thatcher’s re- thing other than offer  other non-aligned coun- tention. And the fact  that the QAU would go 1p0 Wi °
fis p
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. BRITAIN was in the
dock when the
Organisation of Afri-
can Unity began its
three-day summit in
. Addis Ababa this
. week, and what has
" taken Western ob-
. servers by surprise

has not been the.

predictahle African
anger at Mrs Thatch-
er's refusal to im-
‘pose sanctions
against South Africa
t but that the OAU
has apparently
reached a consensus
for the first time.
Diplomats had confi-
dently expected foreign
. ministers from the 50 OAU
countries to water down
i any draft resolution that
". did anything other than of-
fer wordy condemnation
over South Africa. At a
special preliminary meet-
ing on Saturday eveh mod-
erate countries such as
Kenya went along with the

strongest statement yet to

emerge from the OAU on
South Africa.

Boycolls

The draft resolution
called on Africa and other
non-aligned countries to
exert pressure on Britain
‘by taking firm measures
such as sports boycotts,
economic reprisals and a
break in diplomatic links.-
1t also condemned Brit-

" ain, the United States,

West Germany, France

and Israel for what it

called their ‘nuclear and
economic collaboration’
! with South Africa.

Before the meeting it
was felt that the proposal
for reprisals against Brit-
ain would suffer the same

fate as Mr Robert.

Mugabe's plan for a Pan-

African military force,
- which was effectively.
' shelved last Thursday. But
it seems Nigeria and Ke-
nya argued strongly for its
retention. And the fact

angi

7

LONDON
BUREAU

adopled in its original
form meant all 50 member
states had agreed on it.
Britain had expected, in
the eandid words of a Brit-
ish diplomat, a real ‘ver-
bal bashing’ over South

- Africa but not that the

0AU would go so far as
calling for measures such
as the severing of diplo-
matic relations with
Britain.

Each country in Africa
has a different economic
and political interest in
the South African ques-
tion. Most of the econo-
mies of the southern
African countries on the
so-called front line ‘are
interwoven with South Af-

rica’s, Usually a more

pragmatic view is taken
which commits member
states to very little posi-
tive action.

in real terms, even if the
resolution is adopted by
the heads of State, little is
expected to come of it.
With its erippling econom-
ic problems Africa simply
does not have the muscle
to take any meaningful
economic reprisals
against Britain. The con-
cept of severing diplomat-
ie relations is also a non-
starter for many
countries. Most of Brit-
ain's £1 billion annual
overseas 4id goes to
Africa. One diplomat com-
mented wryly: ‘They could

hardly bite off the hand
that feeds them, could
they?’

Whal the hard-line reso-
lution has shown, howev-
er, is that the foreign
ministers of the conti-
nent's 500 million people
have united for the first
time in their anger against
Britain's refusal over
sanctions. Some observers
feel that the hostility and
bitterness generated over
this single issue could
sweep away generations
of friendly links and turn
more countries towards
the Soviet Union.

The foreign ministers’
vote to postpone a deci-

. sion on forming a Pan-Af-

rican defence force was
not surprising. They con-
cluded that it would be
too expensive and could

' provoke aggression from

South Africa,

Ethiopia's Head of
State, Mengistu Haile
Mariam, devoted two
thirds of his speech to the
injustices of apartheid
and in attacking Western
countries for co-operating
with Pretoria.

He accused the US,
Britain and other ‘reac-
tionary Western powers’
of joining an unholy alli-
ance with Pretoria to pro-
mote their economic
interests at the expense of
human rights.

Col Mengiatn aiv-r-2

‘that the resolution 'was

v Dlllsjuu Ull[

" thrash out yesterday and

Hibop e honlpl

ng up on

Britain as a major villain
hecause of its opposition
to worldwide sanctions
against South Africa.

‘The negative stand of
the British Government
should itself be a target of-
further pressure. We Afri-
cans must seriously con-
sider co-operating '
actively to mobilise our ef-
forts,” he said.

President Abdou Diouf
of Senegal, outgoing OAU
chairman, called for
greater pressure on Pre- -
toria and its allies and
stressed the need for mas-
sive financial support
from the international
community to salvage the
African economy.

Delegates elected .
Congolese President
Denis Sassou Nguesso as
0OAU chairman for 1987.

As is

Conference sources said
the heads of State would
probably adopt the minis-
ters’ recommendations
without significant
changes unless Nigeria
made z last-ditch attempt
to toughen up the prop-
osals.

The other 36 resolu-
tions, which cover sub-
jects from the current
plague of locusts to the
status of the French-ruled
Indian Ocean island of
Mayotte, also were to re-
main in much their pres-
ent form, leaving the
African leaders few con-
troversial subjects to

today.

The heads of State and
government present are
from Botswana, Burkina
Faso, Cape Verde, Congo,
Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon,
Guinea-Bissau, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Mali, Mauri-
tania, Mozambique, Niger,
the Saharan Arab Demo-
cratic Republic, Senegal,
Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda,
Zambia and Zimbabwe. —
(Sapa-Reuter)

g ————



32
g0082808C508707¢

695

;

5151515151519 2222222222233333333333 -+
& : E

I5]
G6SLTO&36060

1 G

3z

 §060BCEDSNRL0

&80

L2

Tygn

HiaiH1922222222222

41414
545454545 -

L

iz

¢0%09090909

13

u

™I

=4 LY

13121313
SH5H545Y

3

g0B3aCanecs4sy

=1

O QoT

", Pk 2 > 4 -,
|
: H
mn Correspomndent unions is
» 0““ ' i wpfpieg o holding .a meetmg of its
L GENEVA — A7 execulivé committee in
Action Frogramme o the Kenyan capital.
promole itrade union Or- el A e o hold
! ganisations  in- African e decision :
countries and hélp: b]dCl( the meeting in Kenva is
workers in South Africa 16 © 5 ypdertine the import-
tn he launched in Nmmbl *ance  of .building trade
next week. - . unions in  Africa” the
. ~The programme has  fageration’s generasl secre-
been. drawn.-up = at. the. - tary Igermdn Rebhan said
te; of . “yesterday ‘ }
Geneva_ headqua: ;Sqeta}_ ' Attending the sesssion
“the - International “MeTal®. = 0y, Trrade union
workers Federa’uon. easters from the United
’ i 3 B : '3 s vt
The federation, ~which -~ States, Britain, West ];r!ari“"
“has 170 atfiliated unjons’ many, Sweden, A 3.
in .70 nRon-conmunist’ Spain, Branl Japan, q[;l]}h
ccnmme,c, — the total - sia, Kenya and uth -
membership of the 170 _,‘\f rica. o
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Launching of
new federatic

A NEW ftrade union
federation representing
about 700000 transport
workers in eight countries
in southern sub-Africa has
been launched following a

° workshop heid in Swazi- -

. land.
Interim president of
the Southern African
Transport Unions Co-

By THEMBA
MOLEFE

ordinating Council
(Satucc), elected at the
end of a five-day

workshop in Mbabane.

over the Easter holiday is
“"Mr* Amos Mabuza,
executive member of
South Africa’s Transport

and Allied Workers
Union, a Nactu affiliate.

The workshop was
officially opened, by
Swaziland Minister of
Labour and Public
Services, Senator B M
Nisibandze, and closed by
secretary general of the
Swaziland Federation of
Trade Unions, Mr Jan

T R

Sithole.

Mr Horacio Mula,
president);  Mr Edwin
Setlhare, Botswana
(second vice president)
and Mr Shakie Museve,

general).

The assistant general
secretary is Mr Johannes
Fakudze, Swaziland, and
an additional member is

Mr Pickett Matsomai of
Lesotho.

Some of the recom-
mendations and resolu-
tions adopted at the
workshop considered the
growth and development
of unions in the region
and identified problems
facing transport workers
in Southern Africa .as
distabilisation, bandits in
Meozambique, Angola

and safety, overworked
drivers, ill-developed
roads, the harassment of
drivers at border posts,

the refusal of multinat-
ional companies to

adhere to parent

International Labour
Organisation standards,

Satucc, which has been
charged with drafting a

constitution and the
formation of the

port Workers Federa-
tion,: is to call a larger
launch conference to be
held in Harare,
babwe, net later than
September 1988,

The Satucc workshop
was sponsored by the
African-American Labor
Centre (AALC-AFL-

pledged solidarity.

The interim commmee .-
comprises Mr Mabuza,

Mozambique (first vice

Zimbabwe (secretary -

e

and Zimbabwe, health -

company policies and the- -

Southern African Trans- -

Zim-

CI10O) with which it has

TN T

e
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MBABANE — Trade
“union delegates from 22
African countries includ-
ing all SADCC states

representing more than
two million members o
the International Con- ‘

federation of Free Trade
Unions, began a week-
long meeting in the Swazi
capital of Mbabane yes-
‘terday, oy
The head of thets
ICFTU Africa desk
based in Brussels, Mr
Andrew Kailembo, said ~
in an’ interview with *,
Sapa’s correspondent
after his arrival on Sun- g
day, that the problems%

‘and rights of migrant
workers. in SADCC
countries, trade union g
education,. and training'y
at all levels and the role
of women and youth in
national development,
would feature among
several papers to be pre-
sented and debated dur-
ing the week.

He confirmed that nei-
ther South African trade
untions nor any observers
of ' *liberation” move-

i ments, were among the
delegates. — Sapa.
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Millions of Africans being

ays.the-report: “Nine.out of |
1en young people who'eritér. the
-1 1dboitr market must create
- their 'own employment.in rural

. |:areas or. in the informal sector., .
- | This fact seems to bhe com-.
- pl‘éjtely;"disr.egar.ded_.-._!gy the

| schoolsystem. _ - S
1.\ Youth is-led ‘to, aspire to
.| white-collarjobs.: Most-do not
| learn how to. produce ‘market-
-|-able goods'and services’or how
|t do this better than ‘their par-
| ents, ‘o *how:to diversify pro-
“J:duction .so- that. under-employ-
ment does not grow worse.”
: age sector -
= "Almost-all African countries -
face®an increasingly serious |
‘_ :lst'x;_u'c

tural’ employment: prob--

[z -Round" figures. for- the ‘conti- -
nent as"a ‘whole show that of a_
|-total:1abour - force. o 200-mil--
|- lichi only 25-million W :
| ployed in'the moderr;
{'tor: by. the.end of ‘thé

report says thatwhile:
¢.African countries have. |

X, Ysiinoomos i

for non-existent job
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Females will b
out in%foﬂ'@é!by ©
the year 2000

; GENEVA — An International Labor Organ-
isation study forecast this week that more
than a billion women will be economically
active by the year 2000, with a growing ma-
jority taking jobs in services and industry.

The 127-page study estimated that in the
Third World, the female share of {he eeco-
nomically active population was expected
to remain at 34 percent at the dawn of the
next century, unchanged sincé 1950,

In Black Africa, the share may even
decline from 42 to 37 percent if present

" trends continue; i said.

This compares with a projected rise in
the women’s share in the industrialised
countries’ work force from 37 to 41 percent
during the five decades. _

In the induostrialised countries only 8 per-
cent were still expected to do farm work in
2000, compared with 47 percent in 1950,

SAPA-AP
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Informal

SELF-employment in the
informal sector can be only -
a partial solution to African
countries’ : anemployment
problems, sys the Interna-
tional Labdur Orgam
(iLO).

This is because theséc-

tor's share of the fotal ur- .

ban labour force is declin-
ing steadily, it says in a
review of studies of the sec-
tor in Africa, outlined in an
International Finance Cor-
poration discussion paper.

It found working condi-
tions in ¢ he sector were “gx-
tremely poor”.

The' traditional appren-
ticeship system did not
fadilitate evolution to-
wards inore efficient or-
gamsatmn of the enter-
pris_ .

Traimng was unparted
on'the job, and no theoreti-
-cal backup on the use and
maintehance of “inachines
‘was given. ‘

The typ.csl ir formal see-

sector wﬂl not
solve Afrlca@

problems

["svivia oo PrEseis |

tor manager could nof: per-
form a correct cost-pmc:ng
exercise. Only a thirdiof in-
formal enterprises. kept re-
cords of any kind. This re-
sulted in an average
enterprise life expectancy
during the past decade of
five years.

Furthermore, “the lack
of accumulation of experi-
ence in specific activity has
kept the quality of the pro-
ducts - at relatwely low
levels”,

These factors helped to
explain the informal sec-
tor's declining sharé jn the
total urban labourzforce in
African countries.. .=

That share had dropped
from 60% in the 1870s to
58% in 1988, andTprojec-
tions for the next-decade

réflected a ferther decline

of the total urban® Jabour
force.to' 56% in 1990 and
51% ip the year 2000,
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Africa wipes aw

BRAZZAVILLE — Anyone want-
ing a souvenir of African Marxism
had better hurry to Congo, where
winds of change are blowing away
traces of one of Africa’s first com-
fnunist regimes.
"*Signs saying “Fight the bourgeoisie”
dnd Lenin posters are becoming a rar-
ity. So are snippets of speeches by Con-
g0's first Marxist president, the Gue-
vara-like Marien Ngouabi, which
Popped up on state radio for years
after his assassination in 1977.
“"Many of the top leaders of the ruling
fongolese Workers Party (PCT),
founded by Ngouabi in 1969, have
defected.
" Taking their cue from President
Fenis Sassou-Nguesso’'s announcement
‘earlier this year that oppositiot parties
Would be legalised from January 1,
they have formed their own political
organisations or have openly chal-
lenged the government. In all, 22 par-
ties were officially registered by
yesterday,
~ At a congress earlier in the month
the ruling party dumped Marxism, em-
braced a sociai-democratic platform
and endorsed multiparty politics.
Disarray in the PCT may herald
reater change in Congo than other
f_g‘f:ican countries which this year con-
verted from one-party to multiparty
‘§ystems, diplomats and Congolese ana-
lysts say.
. “I'd compare it to what's happening
in Eastern Europe,” a Western diplo-
mat said.

" “With the collapse of the one-party .
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Political protest simmersd throughout Africa In 1950. Hore jubitant youths run thrﬁugh the streets of Lusaka, celebrating what

thoy believed to be the fall of Zambian President enneth Kaunda in a coup attempt In June.

system, the Congolese povernment as
well as the reling party have lost a
great deal of legitimacy,

“There’s no ideology or any popular
appeal at all any more, yet the party's
still there.... There has heen a
tremendous ercsion of authority and
‘legitimacy.”

Other African countries which made
the switch this year have.not faced
such a severe test.

Gabon, paralysed by strikes before:

adopting multiparty rule, elecied a
new national assembly dominated by
President Omar Bongo's party. Some

opposition leaders hardly bothered to
campaign and were suspected of run-
ning to get government funds.

Ivory Coast's President Felix Hou-
phouet-Boigny trounced his first chal-
lenger for the presidency and a month
later his party swept the national as-
sernbly poll.

Benin adopted a new constitution
providing for muitiparty democracy in
the formeriy Marxist country, but ana-
lysts say President Mathiew Kerekou
may well weather the changes.

Congo, according to Congolese as

Picture: AEUTER

well as Western analysts, may break
the mould.

The list of deserters from the PCT
reads like a who's who of the country’s
elite, inciuding former central
committee members, prime ministers
and the head of Congo's labour
confederation.

“We werern't horn Marxist, but the
party tried to remove all the religious
ideas from our head, like wiping some-
thing clean with a sponge,” said Jean-
Michel Bokamba-Yangouma, head of
the Congolese Labour Confederation

-

{CSC) and until last month a PCT cen-
tral committee member.

“Now we are doing the same with
Marxism,” said Bokamba-Yangoumna,
who in September blocked a govern-
ment attempt to impose new leader-
ship on the union and annul the results
of a union congress.

The showdown led to a general
strike which all but shut dewn the
country and which diplomats said
proved the government’s loss of con-
trol.

Since then, Congo has been hit by a
wave of strikes.

IMF and World Bank missions due to
visit Congo in October and November
to negotiate new loan agreements post-
poned their visits.

“There wasn’t anyone at the finance
ministry,” one banking source said.
“They were down to 30% of normal
staff.”

Western diplomats and business ex-
ecutives who monitor Congolese poli-
tics say Sassou-Nguesso has staying
power, despite the challenge facing
him.

Before the PCT renounced its ruling
party status, he got the PCT-dominat-
ed assembly to alter the constitution to

communism

- let him serve until 1994.

But many Congolese ohject.

“Every time he goes out these days,
people yell, ‘Thief, thief’,” a govern-
ment worker said. “They want him to
step down, but because of all the bad
things he's done, he can't.” — Sapa-
Reuter,
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Algiers int
ghost tow

ALGIERS - The Algeri-
an capital resembled a
ghost town yesterday as
a 48-hour general strike
called by the country’s
largest trade union en-
tered its second day.

Traffie in the normally
choked streets was at a
minimum and crowded
neighbourhoods ap-
peared deserted. Police
reported no incidents of
violence.

Officials of the Gener-
al Unjon of Algerian
Workers said 90 percent,
of its members were
obeying the strike to pro-
test against government-
imposed price rises in
basic goods.

The union is objecting
to price increases or-
dered by Premier Mou-
loud Hamrouche's gov-
ernment in line with ec-
onomic referms ordered
by the International Mo-
netary Fund. — Sapa-
AP.

Moi blocks attempt to
form opposition party

NAIROBI — Kenya yes-
terday declined to regis-
ter an opposition politi-
cal party lannched by a
former vice-president in
defiance of the country’s
one-party constitution.

Jaramogi Oginga
Qdinga {80) handed . offi-
cial application docu-
ments to government of-
ficials 2 month after an-
nouncing the launching
of his National Demo-
cratic Party (NDP).

“I have summarily re-
fused to register the pro-
posed political party be-
cause such registration
would be in contraven-
tion of section 2A of the
constitution,” Kenya's
Registrar-General Jo-
seph King'arui told Mr
Odinga.

Mr Odinga, a staunch
opponent of President
Daniel arap Moi after
serving as vice-president
in the early 1960s under
the late Jomo Kenyatta,

Daniel arap Mot . . .
opposed to change.

said the NDP favoured
an open and fair system
of government based on
an independent judi-
ciary.

President Moi has
ruled a multiparty state,
saying new parties
would simply divide the
country on tribal lines
and create chaos. —
Sapa-Reuter.

Debt crushin

s'rrmsBmﬁéqr ha }rlﬁ |

ca’s $202 billion
{R525 billion) foreign
debt burden would cause
turmoil across the conti-
nent unless it was speed-
ily relieved, predicted
President Yoweri Muse-
veni of Uganda, chair-

man of the Organisation

of African Unity.
In an address to the
European Parliament in

Strasbourg  yesterday;
Mr Museveni said the
debt amounted to three
times Africa’s exports
and almost equalled its
total output.

He said that three
problems additional to
debt had held Africa
back — the cross-cur-
rents of the East-West
conflict on the continent,
too much reliance on

g Africa2.0AU head

commodities and raw
materials, and fragment-
ed markets which had
stifled intra-African
trade.

Mr Museveni also
called on the EC not to
lift sanctions against
South Africa until apart-
heid had been replaced
by a one man, one vote
gsystem. — Financial
Times News Service.




day called offiits general
strikely

The front isaid it was
ending'the: stnke, called
two weeks ago to protest
against the reg1me of
Présidént Chadli Bénd-
jedid, as it'had received
assurances::that presi-
dentlal and« -legislative
elections would- be\held
by the end I

Mr Chadh candelled
elections scheduled for
June 25 after campaign
violence partly inspirad
by the-strike erupted
this week, leaving 12

elections this
yea means Mr Chadli
{ ted from the
eld‘ since

Muslim g amentahsts
in Algiers. = Sapa -Reu-
ter




| Afrlca lambasted on h

G:!LBOROI\CI‘I‘EIV\S An mte\rnaLonlal conference on Afncan
trade unions and development heard stinging criticism
yesterday of African leaders, and praise for SA's trade
union movement.

Observers described the criticism of African govern-

,ments as among the most trenchant yet delivered in

public from an African platform.
SA and apartheid did not escape rebuke, but its trade

-unions’ were described as the source of hope to other

countries,

International Confederation of Free Trade Unions gen-
eral secretary John van der Veken told the first day of a
joint ICFTU/Botswana Federation of Trade Unions con-
ference on democracy, development and trade union
rights that the denial of human rights had not been
restricted to SA.

“In spite of restriction and immense repression, it was
the independent tiade union movement which brought
about real change in SA.

- “The trade unions have been the locomotive force of

- - the anti-apartheid movement,” he told about 140 dele-

gates from Affican trade unions, the ILO and a number of
European and' American trade unions. :

The confedération — which represents 144 affiliated
organisations in 101 countries — maintained its. hardline
stance on sanctions and vowed to contmue supportlng the

_ SA trade.unioh movement.

Van der Veken said sanctions would remain in place
until trade iinion bodies Nactu and Cosatu called for their
liftmg

The conference is examining and hoping to strengthen
the role of trade unions in what delegates have described
as Africa’s move towards democracy and development.

“The denial of human rights . . . has been commonplace
in a large part of Africa. A whole range of basic rights
has been systematically violated. The events of 1990 and
1991 show that the people of Africa are now asserting
their rights to political choice,” he said.

He said basic rights had been overlooked in the days of
East/West rivalry. “African governments used the ex-
cuse of sovereignty and special circumstances,”

There could be no development without democracy, he
said, and the trade unions played a central role in this
democratic process.

—
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GABORONE
one month to help their US counterparts organise opp051-
tion to President George Bush’s lifting of the CAAA.

Africa representative of the American Federation of
Labour/Congress of Industrial Organisations (AFLCIO)
Barbara Lomax told Cosatu and Nactu delegations at the
International- Confederation of Trade Unions (ICFTU)
conference in Gaborone they must suggest ways in which

“US workers could help overturn Bush’s executive order.

Lomax said three weeks ago she prepared papers
advising SA unions that Bush was abont to lift sanctions,
but that she had received no response from the counter-
parts,

The conference yesterday passed the Gaborone Decla-
ration of Basic Rights which seeks to advance democra-
ey in Africa through the trade union movement.

The conference concluded that a lack of democracy
and humah rights had been a major factor in sethacks in
African 'development.

The conference brought together 140 delegates from
trade unions, developmenial bodies and international
finance organisations. The Gaborone Declaration ac-
knowledged Africa’s “serious vmlatlon of human and
trade -union rights”. :

The Declaration stated, however, that developments in
SA over the past two years gave hope that apartheid
would soon be a thing of the past. It said that until a
constitution guaranteeing cne person one vote was in
place, pressure and sanctions must be maintained.

It nofed that 1990 and 1991 had seen ma]or changes in
African-countries and said that trade unions had been the
leading agents of change in some of these cuntries.

The -conference called for free and regular elections,
multi-party pelitical systems, an end to discrimination,
mdependent judiciaries and an adherence to ILO conven-

nions should be strengthened and allowed the
right t6 bargam without government interference. They
should bé consulted on developmental issues.
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Madagascar

ANTANANARIVO —
The international airport
serving the Malagasy
capital has been closed
for 48 hours by a coun-
trywide strike organised
by opposition groups, a
diplomatic source said
yesterday.

Antananarivo was
calm yesterday, sources
said, with few vehicles
on the streets because of
the closure of petrol sta-
tions.

Opposition groups said
on Saturday that they
planned to meet Presi-
dent Didier Ratsiraka
today to urge him to step
down.

At a French Embassy
reception yesterday,
charge d’affaires Henry
Combes was faced with
an official government
delegation and another
representing opposition
groups.

The French envoy did
not refer directly to the
strike, but said he hoped
the people of Madagas-
car would support de-
mocracy and naticnal
unity. — Sapa-Reuter.

Call for Vaal consumer boycott
in retaliation for Sotsu killings

Thaho Leshilo & {1| 1
1

White businesses in the
Vaal Triangle could soon
be kit by a crippling con-
sumer hoycott in retalia-
tion against the brutal
murders of the family of
Ernest Sotsu, a leading
jocal ANC leader, re-
cently.

The cail for mass ac-
tion, including a consum-
er boycott of white shops
and a stayaway, was
made at the funeral ser-
vice of Constance Sotsu
(56), her daughter Mami
ki (33) and grandson Sa-
bata (4) in Boipatong,
near Vanderbijlpark,
yesterday.

The three were shoi
dead by attackers while
Mr Sotsu was away at-
tending the ANC con-
gress in Durban.

Speakers at the funer-
al claimed the attack
was carried out by In-
katha members from a
nearby Iscor Hostel and
accused Iscor of habour-
ing killers,

Inkatha has categori-
cally denied responsibili-
ty for the kiilings.

Vaal Civic Association
leader Paul Sithole said
the “carnage” could not
have taken place if
whites had not cut the

township’s electrieity’

supply.

“They switched off out
lights. They now go fur-
ther by killing us. Let us
hit them with a consum-
er boycott and a
stayaway.”

Demobilise

Maria Mojapelo, of the
ANC Women’s League,
said all shopowners in
the region would “pay
dearly” for the lives oi
the slain people.

“We won’t let the
enemy demobilise us. We
will make mass action
the order of the day in
the Vaal.

“We will wreck the
economy of this region,”
she said.

ANC/SACP leader
Ronnie Kastrils likened
the battle between the
residents and those re-
sponsible for the spate of
killings in the Vaal to the
Biblical battle between

David and Goliath.

“The Goliaths of today
are being created by the
police and the Govern-

. ment. The Goliaths are |

the AWB, Fugene Terre'-
Blanch, Rooidoeke, In-
katha and vigilantes who
live in this country,” he
said.

ile reiterated the
ANC/SACP call for the
establishment of town-
ship defence units saying
tewnship people must
arm themselves agamst
their enemies.

The Government, he
claimed, allowed In-
katha, warlords and vigi-
lantes to carry weapons
anywhere.

“The right to prntect
your life, your wife and
your children Is a sacred
right,” he said. _-

Mr Kasrils called on
President de Klerk “to
control his police, Rooit
doeke ang his ally Buths
elezi” to ensure that con-
ditions for free political
activity existed if he
wanted the process of
peaceful negotiations te

continue. :
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Madagascar’s interna-
tional airport has been
‘closed temporarily as
the country remains
paralysed by a public-
-service strike.

A diplomatic source
said yesterday that-a co-
alition. of 16 opposition
. -groups demanding politi-

' cal reform was to meet

.President Ratsiraka.

people have!been holding
peaceful - demonstrations .
for the past month'in the
capital of Antananarivo
to demand that Mr Rat-
- siraka go. — Sapa-AP.
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CURRENT AFFAIRS

UNION RIGHTS Cl

A DEADLY CALLING

Trade unﬁnm in\'&\ ;Lvl‘:‘n'!ore freedom
than their counterparts in most countries in
Africa, Asia and Latin America, That’s ac-
cording to the world’s biggest union group-
ing, the Belgium-based International Con-
federation of Free Trade Unions. In its

annual survey the confederation welcomes

steps towards change in SA but says it does
not believe they are yet irreversible.

There were violent strikes, detentions and
assassinations of trade union leaders last
year but the survey notes that, overall, trade
unionists in SA fared better than some of
their African counterparts. It says that “a
major and widespread problem continues to
be the severe restriction or outright prohibi-
tion on strikes in a large number of African
countries. General strike bans are in foree in
Angola, Equatorial Guinea, Liberia, Libya,
Scemalia and Sudan.

“Elsewhere, extremely complex procedur-
al requirements, imposition of compulsory
arbitration and the use of essential service
provisions make legal stoppages impossible
in practice.” In SA, this affects public-sector
workers, but emergency regulations in force
in Zimbabwe until July last year gave the
government power to declare any service
essential and to prohibit strikes in that sec-
tor. In Zambia, the Industrial Relations Act
allows employers to caricel union stop-order
facilities with a month’s notice.

“A further cause for serious concern is the
restriction on international affiliation by
trade unions” in countries such as Camer-
oon, Ethiopia, Nigeria and Swaziland. In
Botswana, elected officials may not work
full-time for unions.

In Nigeria, only one trade union centre is
allowed. It is allowed to affiliate only to the

Organisation of African Trade Union Unity
and the Organisation of Trade Unions for
West Africa, “or any other international
body approved by the military authorities.”

Asian countries are loath to recognise
more than one (usually State-controlled)
union centre or federation. “Single trade
union centres operate under the control of
ruling communist parties in Afghanistan,
Kampuchea, Laos, North Korea and Viet-
nam. Similar union subservience to the re-
gimes in power exists in Iraq, Syria and
Yemen.”

The report notes that in several African
countries trade unionists have been killed
either in political violence (in Liberia and
SA) or as a result of torture (in Sudan).
Many have received excessive prison sen-
tences for union activities.

Latin America remains the most danger-
ous place in the world 1o be a trade unionist.
“The most alarming acts of anti-union re-
pression occurred in countries with elected
governments and in conditions of apparent
impunity. Hired gunmen, death squads,
paramilitary groups, police, army and secur-
ity personnel have been free to kill and ab-
duct workers because of their trade union
activities in the sure knowledge that they are
beyond the reach of justice.”

Small wonder that many SA unionists are
keen to cut their links with political parties
(see page 41). ]
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THE number of people employed
in the governments of non-
independent homelands rose to
record levels this year despite
official policies to reduce the size
of the public sector,

Central Statistical Service (CSS}
figures show employment in the six
self-governing territories reached
198 447 in March, more than 2% high-
er than the previous year and almost
8% up on the same month in 1989.

The salary bill was R754m, almost

13% up on a year ago.

Development Bank GM Deon
Richier said the civil service in the
homelands functioned as an employ-
ment saféety net in many cases.

The bank, in its financial adjust-
ment programmes in these territor-
fes, hoped to curb the rapid growth in
bureaucracy.

“But we do not expect to see an
actual reduction in staff numbers, at
least not in the pear future”

Financial adjustment pro-
gramimes have been implemented in
only two of the six self-governing
ferritories, Lebowa and Gazankulu.

The bank expects to help imple-
ment further financial adjustment
programimes in at least some of the
other homelands during the course of
its current financial year.

The TBVC states, the public sector
empioyment figures of which are not
included in these CSS statistics, are
also in the process of financial
adjustment.

Richter said “continoous unfin-
anced government deficits” often
triggered the realisation that struc-
tural adjustment was needed.

In some cases, deficits of up to

[

45% of GDP were reported. :

But he added that in some of these
territories, government spending ac-
counted for virtually the entire GDP.

Structural adjustment paid spe-
eial attention to the role of the public
sector, with emphasis on “making
more effective and efﬂclent use of
searce resources”.

Budgeting procedures were over-
hauled with emphas:s on longer term
planning.

The efficient employment of large
budget allocations was analysed in
detail even when they seemed justi-
fied, as in the case of education.

Richter regarded the ad hoc na-
ture of budgeting encountered in
some homelands as a “legacy of
apartheid”. !

Retard

He insisted the bank's credibility
was not threatened by helping these
governments.

Refusing to deal with them would
retard the development process, he
said.

“One of the reasons for the bank's
involvement in the programmes is
that they bring greater certainty
that a continuous capacity will pre-
vail for states to take up loans from
funding agencies such as the hank,”
Richter said.

Development structures in the
homelands were being rationalised,
as there was a multitude of develop-
ment corporations. In QwaQwa, for
instance, there were five develop-
ment corporations.
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iSHOCK DECLINE IN
WOMEN’S RIGHTS

THE social and economie Siatus of women in Africa has
suifered a sharp deterioratip~ during the 80s, reports a
majer new United Natlons study of the continent.

Nearly two-thirds of women on
the continent are ansemic and
five African countries have
reported a decline in female life
expectancy. Africa, together with
Asia, still has the widest gap in
literacy between males and
females — in rural aress 94 per-
cent of women cannot write,

The gap between hours worked
per week by men and women is
also the largest in the world — 12
to 13 bours.
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AFRICA:

S Nwas

THE
SICK CO

By BRIAN POTTINGER

AFRICA Is in 2 worse
state now than it was
five years ago — de-
spite a $128-billion
(R364.8-blllion)
recovery programme
supported by interna-
tional agencies,

Per capita incomes and
savings went down. Levels
of illiteracy, mortality,
malnutritien and debt went
up, says a major new Unit-
ed Nations report on the
continent,

The final appraisal of
the United Nations Pro-
gramine of Action for Afri-
can Economic Recovery
and Development was re-
leased this week and is now

- being debated by an ad-hoc

committee of the UN Gen-
eral Assembly.

Food

Although the report ob-
serves that many Africap
countries made serious at-
tempts at economic and
political reform in the five-

| year period to 1990, often

at high costs to themselves,
the results were “poor and
unsteady™.

Food aid requirements
by the 45 countries in the
programme increased by
45 percent during the five-
year period while real
gross domestie product
grew by an unsatisfactory
2,3 percent.

Per capita GDP fell an
average of 0,7 percent dur-
ing the same period, gross

AIDS IS
MAJOR
KILLER

AIDS orphans are becom-
ing a major{' problem in
Africa, .

A UN report on African
economie recovery re-
leased this week estimates
that six million people on
the continent are now HIV-
positive — half of them
woman. One-million adults
are expected to have full-
bown AIDS by mext year.

Nearly 900000 children
have been born in the last
five yéars with HIV infec~
tion and millions more are
expected this decade,

Population growth rates
{annual peIcentage changs)
2.2
Africa,
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The report noted that
AIDS was attacking the
economically active age
group, mainly in the cities
and towns, but also in rural
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MILLIONS JOBLESS

UNEMPLOYMENT oz the African continent has leapt
dramatieally, A UN report on Africa finds that there
were 30 millfon more under-employed people last year
than five years ago, Unemployment increased by an
average 10 percent in the last five years.

By 1590, unemployment effected more than 30-million
Afrieans while severe under-empioyment nanother
90 mjlHon,

Real wages suffered a drastic decline — in some

countries it was as steep as 75-80 percent.

domestic savings grew ata
slower rate during the five-
year period of the pro-
gramme compared to the
previous five years while
the annual rate of inflation
was 18 percent compared
to 16 percent in the pre-
vious period.

Total government
spending on education
dropped from six percent
in 1985 to five percent in
1990 and on health spend-
ing from 15 percent to 11

Enrolment in primary
schools fell from 77 per-
cent of eligible children in
1880 to 70 percent in 1990.
Survival rates in the
schools also plummeted,

Illiteracy rates were
brought down from 591
percent in 1985 to 52,7 per-
cent in 1990 but, observed
the report, the absolute
number of illiterate people
increased from 133,6-
million people to 138,6-mil-
tion in the same period,

percent in the same period, Hunger was widespread.
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areas. AIDS is now the
leading cause of death for
women between 20-40 in
some major cities of sab-
Saharan Africa and the in-

»

By 1989 there were 15¢-
million severely under-
nourished peoplein Africa
— 70-million more than in
the mid-1970s.

The report says: “In 1990,
an estimated 26,5 percent
of Africa's children were
underweight, 533 percent
were stunted and 10,2 per-
cent were wasting.”

The infant mortality
rate, despite major efforts
by the UN agencies, re-
mained constant during the
five-year period at 182 per
1000 — the highest in the
world, The incidence of
AIDS soared and unem.-
ployment. increased at a
rate of 10 percent a year.

Desperately needed
skills also fled the conti-
nent — hetween 50 000 and
60 000 professionals left for
overseas,

The recovery pro-
gramme was started in
1886 to put the continent on
the road to sustainable eco-
normic growth. Full imple-
mentation of the pro-
gramme, estimated the
African participants,
would take $128-billion of
which $46-billion (R131,1-
billion} would come from
extexnal sources,

Africa, however, had not
been able to keep up its
pledge — largely because
the continent lost nearly
$50-billion  (R142,5-hillien)
in export earnings becayse
of the plunging value of
international commaodity
prices during the five years

Per capita food production
1=100)
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cidence of AIDS orphars,
without parents or weifare
institutions to help them, i
a growing problem on the
continent. .

NT

of the programme. Foreign
aid also fell far short of the
target.

‘“Consequently, there
was scarcely any change
for the better in fhe stre-
tures of the African econo-
mies during the period of
the pregramme,” says the
report.

““The recurrence of
drought in many parts of
Africa, political instahility,
civil strife, military con-
flicts, weak institutions
and often less-than-effec-
tive policies to mobilise
and utilise domestic re-
sources continued to be
both cause and conse-
quence of the poor econom-
ic performance of most
countries.

Urgent

“The situation of Africa
is as precarious today as it
was prior to the pro-
grainme.

“There remains an ur-
gent need for a major drive
by African countries to
reverse the socio-economic
deterioration and put the
continent on the path to
sustained growth and de-
velopment.”

For Africa to survive,
said the report, it will need
$30-billion (R85,5-billion) a
year in aid — current lev-
els are haif that.

The report also urges
substantial debt write-oifs
or donor sponsorships to
reduce the continent’s
$270-billion (R769,5-billion)
debt barden.
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workers’ charter !

— [a)
By FER ?mFFAJn!E.y’ _ I ‘” !
THE Congress of South African Trade
Unions’ nationai campaigns committee
will this weekend ratify a charter of
worker rights aimed at srengthening

organised labour throughout the south. _

ern African region,

The Social Charter of Fundamental
Rights of Workers in Southern Africa
was drawn up at a conference in Maia-
wi in August this year and sources ex-
pect that it will be ratified in February
Dext year at a meeting of the Southern
African Development Co-ordinating
Conference (SADCC).

Drawing extensively on Cosatu
thinking around its own workers’
charter, it represents a transfusion of
South African union militancy and ex-
perience into the weak and often op-
pressed unions of the Frontline states,

I SADCC countries ratify the char-
ter, it will bind them to pass the char-
ler’s provisions into law. Its effective-
ness will depend on 2 “supervisory
procedure at regional level, implement-
ed by a tripartite body, whereby com-
plaints concerning violation of basic
humananduadeunionxightsqmbere—
viewed, examined and the ing rec-
ommendations made public and_ep-
forced”,

Tripartism 15 3
ple of the charter, which was drawn up

by Cosatu and the National Council of ,‘
Trade Unions (Nactu) in collaboration

with the Southern African Trade Union
co-ordinating Council {Satcc), a sub-
structure of the isation of African
Trade Union Unity.( 2.y

The charter also de S that signa-
tories ratify and implement the relevant
International Labour Organisation con.
ventions and recommendations,

Satucc represents workers in Angola,
Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozam.-
bique, Namibia, Swaziland, Tanzania,
Zambia and Zimbabwe, y -

Representatives at the conference
which drew up the charter said that jt
provided a framework for “active soli-
darity” and called on Cosam to “take g
leading role in the work of trade unions
in our sub-region”.

The charter, according to Cosatu in-
ternational officer Mcebisi Msizi is es-
sential because of the interdependence

.of regional states and the common

problems facing workers in the differ-

ent countries.

under Mci-

Among other things, it seeks tg pre-
vent multinationgls “exploiting lower
labour standards moving their oper-
anons to countries where trade unjon

rights are less respected and labour js
cheaper”, Spec ) .
The charter incorporates g compre-

liensive set of basic trade union rights,

including the independence of unions
I governing parties, the right to
strike and to freedom of association. It
also calls for the establishment of inde-
pendent 1abour and industria] courts
and the right to negotiation for workers
1n the case of “coliective redundancies
and dismissals”, .
Taking account of the widespread use

" of migrant labour in the region, the

<harter affirms the freedom of move-
ment, residence and emp®yment of
migrant workers. It also demands fam-
ily housing for migrants, to enable
them 10 live with their families,




THE Aids epidemic
sweeping Africa is thin-
ning the already sparse
ranks of the continent’s
elite - the skilled, edu-
cated pecple who keep
counlries runping.

Scientists say the dead-
ly disease could kill 20
percent of Africa’s work
force in the next five
years and that a dis-
proportionate number will
be from the small pooi of
managers. civil servants,
teachers and other skilled
people.

Many African nations
already are desperately
short of skilled workers to
keep their economies and
vilal services running,

The plague of Acquired
" Immune Deficiency Syn-
drome could set those

\ids will ‘wi
\frica

555°
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countries back decades,
scientists say.

“*We need to know
what the loss in nurses
and doctors is going to
mean in your countries, as
well as educators and
other professionals,”” Dr
Michael Merson told a
conference in Namibia.

Behaviour

“We're talking about
the loss of elites in the ur-
ban work force,”” said
Merson, an official of the
World Health Organisa-
tion’s Aids programme.

Health workers say
members of the wurban
elite are disproportionate-
ly affected by Aids for
many reasons, including
greater wealth, numerous
sexual contacts and reluc-

T

tance to change their be-
haviour. ]

It is common for Afii-
¢an men with important
positions or good jobs to
have many sexual rela-
tionships as a demonstra-
tion of their wealth and
standing, health workers
say. Such men ofien have
more than one wife, plus
mistresses and frequent
casual sex.

The elite, with their
greater wealth, also hire
prostitutes more often.
Prostituies are a common
part of African life and
health workers say they
are major carriers of Alds.

Poor men are less likely
fo have numerous sexual
refations and consequently
less likely to contract and
spread the Aids virus, the
health officiais said.

Elite  Africans “‘are
being hard hit by Aids be-
cause of their affluence,’”
said Samwel Lewis of
Kenya’s Aids Conirol
Programme.

Succumbing

*They occupy the top
posifions and tend 0 use
their seniority to coerce
women, going from one to
another.”

Many people who
should be leading the fight
against Aids ignore it and
are  succumbing at a
quicker rate than other
groups, scientists say. No
figures are available on
how many skilled Afri-
cans have Aids.

Specialists in the dis-
ease say even some heaith
workers in travelling Aids
education  programmes
spread the virus because
they refuse to use con-
doms and have many sex-

- ual contacts as they tour

villages.

Many among the elite
do not want to limit sexu-
al contacts or acknowl-
edge the danger of Aids,
they say.

A study by the South
African Insiitute of Race
Relations said polls indi-
cated many  Africans
regard Aids as a ‘“‘while
man’s disease™ and refuse
to believe it threatens

ne outs
small elite

them.

Many students, the next
generation of  skilled
workers, see Aids as a
white plot to reduce
growth in the black popu-
lation by promoting con-
doms, the study reported.

*“The indirect costs of
the epidemic - the loss of
many valuable years of
often  highly trained
labour - clearly depend in
some measure on how the
educated elites behave,’’
said RW Johnson, a South
African writer on Aids.

Even to those who under-
stand the threat, Aids does
not seem so great a danger
in a continent wracked by
war, political chaos and
famine, the specialists
say.

Persuade

“Given political unrest
and poor socio-economic
conditions, it is difficult to
persuade people to alter
their sexual behaviour - to
prevent them acquiring a
disease which initially has
no symptoms, and from
which they may not die
for over a decade,”’ said
Robin Hamilton of the In-
stitute of Race Relations.

Aids could claim 20
million lives in Africa by
the year 2000 and account
for 60 percent of the
world’s cases, the World
Health  Organisation
projects. Doctors cite vari-
ous reasons for the Aids
plague, ranging from
promiscuity to poor medi-
cal services.

In  Africa Aids s
primarily - transmirted
heterosexually and™ as

many women are infected
as men.

Pear] Nwashili, an Aids
worker in Nigeria, said
the disease could destroy
the progress African na-
tions have made in recent
decades.

“*All the development ac-
tivities we have achieved
so far will be wiped off
with the loss of the bulk
of the sexually active
work force,”’ she said.
“How do we replace
them?’’ - Sapa-AF.
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MOVES to transform the entire
southern African region into a cohe-
sive economic community should in-
clude a programme to create a com-
mon labour law system.

This is the view of UCT labour law
unit researcher David Woolfrey, who
believes a “harmonised and enlight-
ened” labour system is essential to
balanced and equitable economic
development.

Writing in the Industrial Law Jour-
nal, Woolfrey said investors had to
contend with an industrial relations
enyironment that varied consider-
ably from country to country.

“Transnational” investors in south-
ern Africa faced a multiplicity of
labour law systems,” he said.

“Migrant workers shed rights and
obligations, and acquire new ones, as
they move across national frontiers.”

Woolfrey said the need for labour
law ‘harmonisation was possibly
more pressing in southern Africa

than it had been in Europe because

sharp disparities in wage levels and
general conditions of serivee would
increase the temptation for “social

| SUSAR RUSSELL

dumping” as countries competed for

- scarce foreign investments.

“Those countries with a high rate
of unionisation and well-developed
labour law systems may find them-
setves outbid in the market for cap-
ital by those offering a haven from
labour strife and a relatively cheap
supply of labour,” he said.

The approximation of labour stan-

. JHTEI
technelogy and skills meant a high
premium was placed on employment
creation and economic growth.

“Inevitably, pressures for econom-
ic deregulation and the provision of
investment incentives in the form of
cheap labour, a union-free environ-
ment, will run counter to any calls for
labour law harmonisation.”

But Woolfrey stressed that an en-
lightened labour system was essen-
tial and would promote industrial de-

dards, Woolfrey said, would go 2 long  mocracy thus contributing to overall
way towards averting this process.., social consensus and stability.
"a{A “The SA Commercial Catering and

Basic@ /| 7 Allied Workers' Union has already
prmthddeod) \EZ injtiated demands for regional wage

- “Investors will not be able to shop
around for the most docile and legal-
1y handicapped work-forces.

“Workers will not have to move'ss;
search of basic minimum working
conditions and organisational rights.”

Opposition to a harmonised labour
law system was likely, though, he
added, because the typical Third

World problems of poverty, high in-

bargaining and has formed ailiances
with unions in Namibia, Botswana
and Swaziland”.

Those interested in promoting
sound industriai relations policies
and practices in southern Africa,
Woolfrey said, should do everything
within their power to ensure labour
issues were placed squarely on the
agenda of current regional political
and economic planning.




THE author of a recent article in the
Industrial Law Journal advocated a
common labour law system for
southern Africa (Business Day, Janu-
ary 9). The same article referred to
an SA trade union engagin% in re-
gional wage bargaining and forming
alliances with unjons in Namibia,
Botswana and Swaziland.

. The implication is that a common
labour law system and regional
union activities are one and the same
thing, which they are not, It is possi-
ble to find merit in the argument
that disparity in protective labour
legislation shoulg be reduced to the
minimum, but there are dangers for
the region in a monolithic trade
union movement.

The primary social and political
obligation in Africa today is to ae-
cord proper recognition to the fact
that the wages sector — the {rade
unionists — constitute what Marx-
ists call. the “labour aristocracy”.
They are, already, a privileged elite
in each of the countries of the region.
Recent figures suggest that only one
in 12 matriculants is likely to find a
niche in the workforce and that, gen-
erally, there are eight to 10 appli-
cants for every vacancy.

The wages sector constitutes a
small minority; the unemployed, the
underemployed, the subsistence
farmer and the informal sector are
the vast majority, a position which
will worsen, progressively, as popu-

No room for labo

lations continue fo grow, AIDS
notwithstanding.

It is a dangerous fallacy, in those
circumstances, to suggest that social
consensus and stability will follow in
the train of “social democracy”. Se-
cial democracy will benefit the mi-
nority who have already democra-
tised their salaries and increased the
gap between themselves and the
have-nots, those whose earnings are
already protected by joint negotia-
tion, labour tribunals and minimum
wage regulations and whose working
conditions are protected by complex
legislation, enforced by the taxpayer

* through the ministries and depart-

ments of labour. \

Further protection for the already
privileged would outrage the have-
nots and it would not be difficuit to
imagine the repercussions. The au-
thor would probably deny that he is
advocating a closed shop for south-
ern Africa’s wage sector, but that
would be the outcome if his propos-
als were put into effect.

His concerns are clear when he
writes: “Those countries with a high
rate of unionisation and well-devel-
oped labour law systems may find
themselves outbid in the market for
capital.” What it amounts to is a tacit

o 90\ 1L
PETER bonns( '
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admission that the “high rate of un-
ionisation” has priced the SA em-
ployee out of the regional market,
ancr only by extending the tentacles
of local unionism to the rest of the
region can local competition be
eliminated.

There is no ia}g:parent reference to
productivity. It all employees are
equally productive in the same
market there is logic in advocating
common wage rates, but they are
not, and the market place is
different.

A monolithic union movement in
the southern region would have the
capacity to safeguard its members’
interests to a degree well beyond the
demands of equity but, in the fore-
seeable future, there is little likeli-
hood of its membership growing.
Even if it did, it would not be suffi-
cient to reduce materially the pool of
unemployed.

Population numbers will increase,
and the wage-earning minority will
become smaller in proportion to
those without a finger on whatever

_structure could be

-

lith
econcfic cake is available to be
shared.

“Methinks he doth protest too
much” is probably a suitable re-
sponse to the author’s arguments. -
What started off as a reasonably
laundable proposal that disparities in
labour law in the region be reduced
ended up as a motion that it could be
accompanied equitably by a com-
mon approach to employee organisa-
tion and representation.

The former bad a measure of com-
mon sense in its favour; the latter is
neither economic nor moral. It is not
beyond the realm of fantasy that the
author was musing on other uses to
which a monelithic regional union
ut. Ministers at
the Southern Africa Eabour Comrnis-
sion meetings have always agreed
that in many social and economic
spheres they have common cause,
but they stop well short of surrender-
ing sovereignity in matters of wages.

. Whose system of labour law and
industrial relations is being held up
as the paradigm? Are 8BA industrial
relations the yardstick for regional
industrial demecracy, or are they
simply a slightly more sophisticated
version of the political phenomenon
which those who have spent time in

Africa to the north will have exper-
ienced in the 1950s?

Big Brotherism is out of date. This
ig particularly relevant in the light of
the author’s comment: “Investors
will not be able to shop around for
the most docite and legally handi-
capped work force.” What the author
is saying is that investors will have
no choice; they will have to accept
whatever the monolith offers, which
is not much of an option.

Instead of southern Africa being a
stimulating, eolourful and competi-
tive free market, it would be a dull
grey area, akin to Eastern Europe
and equally unattractive. '

The reality is that (Productivity in
SA must be raised as dramatically as
the rise in wage rates over the past
two years. To be competitive in first
world manufacturing markets, local
labour costs and productivity levels
must be on a par which, currently,
they are not.

Foreign investors are not likely to

" be attracted to a situation where

wage levels have little link with
economic reality. Equally, they are
not likely to swarm into a regional
closed shop where union hegemony
-~ rather than the imperatives of
high productivity, industrial calm
and economic earnings — is
paramount.

[0 Dodds is a former diractor of the
Swaziland Federation of
Employers.
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. ™he Aids epidemic will make a

jradual, but unavoidable, im-
- tact on copper mining in Zaire
- and Zambia, two of the world's
- oiggest producers of the metal,

‘uzgests the Economist Intelli-
- zence Unit in a special report
T aday.

in an otherwise fairly opti-

- ! mistic view of world copper

cosnsumption, demand and
- rrices it says: “Essentially, the
! vianger is that skilled workers,
© ‘upervisors and managers will
i Jie of aids faster than replace-
", ment can be trained.
. "The result will be not a sud-
{ <ea collapse in mine output.
" Hather there will be a slow but
. steady merease in the incidence
i »f sreakdowns, accidents,
; uelays and misjudgements, and
;. cutput will suffer.”

ICAn CO
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The report shows that copper
mine production in the twe
countries peaked at 1,2 million
tons in 1974 and grdually fell to
§50 000 tons in 1990. The RIU
sees their combined output fall-
ing to 600000 tons by 1993 be-
fore recovering a little in the
following three years,

Mr Peter Parkinson, auther
of the report, says that trans-
port systems in the African cop-
per feit will always be precari-
ous and will also be affected
by the aids epidemic. So the
amount of copper in the “pipe-
line” will tend to increase,

The report points out that in-
donesia is emerging to take up
some of the slack caused by
Africa's problems and is be-
coming a ‘“‘sizeable low-cost
producer”. Between 1990 and

lemic likely t
DOET SUf

1996 the EIU forecasts Indone-
sia's copper output will jump by
85 percent to 315 000 tons.

Mr Parkinson suggests cop-
per companies will take a les-
son from their precious metat
counterparts and in future at-
tempt to stabilise revenue
through long-term forward
sales and linked loan tech-
nigues.

“This may lead to downward
pressure on prices, as has hap-
pened with gold and silver, and
hence to lower profits and/or
continued efforts to reduce
costs.

“In the shorter run this will
be of most benefit to the more
efficient producers; in the
longer run it will be of greater
benefit to those with higher ore
grades”.— Financial Times.

Western Worid Refined Copper (‘000 tons)

Production
Censumption
Balance

et imports

Siock changet
Reported stacks
Price {US cents/lb) §

1996 1995 1994 1993 1992 1991(e) 1991(q)
10390 10,010 9,530 9,075 8890 8530 8460
10520 10,250 9,840 9,360 8,985 8810 8742
—130 —240 —310 —285 —95 ~280 — 287

190 180 325 320 310 300 236
+ 60 — 60 + 15 + 35 + 215 + 20 — 46
Q73 213 973 958 923 708 4688
110 125 120 105 7 105 120

“weurce! EIU (a) actual. (e) estimated. * from centraily planned econom:cs. + apparent. § dollar equwalent of LME cash settlement price.
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from Africa; not only
manual workers, but also
skilled specialists.
By HUBERT MATLOU

VER the past few
decades, thousands of
Africans from the front-
z# line states flocked to
South Africa to sell their iabour.
They probably hoped to emerge
with a nugget or two from the gold
mines around Johannesburg.

Today, the diaspora has assumed
a different shape: although there
are still manual workers crossing
the border, there are also many
people coming south to sell and
buy, to study or to look for jobs
with lucrative benefits. .

Acquisition of the required doc-
uments for staying and working in
South Africa is no longer seen as
essential by many temporary — or
permanent — African immigrants
forced to migrate as a result of civil
strife, drought and mass unem-
ployment in their countries.

A short case study of people
from southern and west Africa pro-
vides a muiti-coloured picture of
their plight.

MOZAMBIOUE

Mozambican immigrants have a
trade of their own, say township
residents: mending shoes on street
corners. Joseph Timani (33) works
every day under the same tree,
industriously lessening the load

from a supermarket trolley full of
wormn shoes.

It was this trade which made

them vulnerable to capture for a
R50 reward paid to any local resi-
dent reporting the presence of an
illegal Mozambican to a police sta-
tion. “But these days things have
eased a bit. Police are no longer
after us,” he said. _

Like his felow countrymen, he
found his way into South Africa by
crossing the electrified border
fence after Renamo attacks on
civilians escalated in the early
1980s. He was in search of peace
and a better way of life. i

Immediately after setting his
foot on the other side of the fence,
in 1982, he herded cattle for a
white farmer in Komatipoort in
exchange for accommodation. I
had no option but to settie for this
type of deal, considering that I was
illegal. I couldn’t dare query my
pay without risking deportation.”

Timani experienced similar
problems when he was underpaid
by the building contractors who

gave him work. This led him to
learn shoe-making skills from fel-
low immigrants who were already
practising the trade.

Once he was trained, he left his
wife and children in a house in
Malelane and came to
Johannesburg. If you don’t find a
job in Johannesburg, you can sill
find a way to make a living — so
goes the myth for thousands of
Mozambicans.

Initial interaction with local resi-
dents was uncomfortable, as it usu-
ally is for outsiders coming to
Johannesburg. “Initiation” into
urban life often entails going
through ordeals, ranging from pay-
ing “protection fees” to “tsotsis”
hanging around the shops to being
called Kwere-Kwere (a perjorative
tag given anyone who comes from
a less-sophisticated country).

“The only defence against this is
toremain humble and not take such
remarks seriously. Tt gradually

fades away as one gets iﬁtegrated
into the community,” he said.

ZAIRE

Rioting by government troops,
looting of shops and the closure of
several industrial plants led Yves
Lenga (26) to immigrate to South
Africa to further his studies and, he
hopes, to find a job.

On his arrival last September;
Lenga — who comes from an
affluent family — stayed at the
Fontana Hotel in Hillbrow for a
month before moving to a R500
flat with fellow Zairois in Berea.
His parents arranged a visa, paid
his rent and made him an
allowance, for *I realised that the
money 1 had saved was very little
in terms of monetary exchanges
and the inflation rate. _

He graduated from the Institut
Superieure De Techniquées in
Kinshasa as an electrical engineer,
and from 1988 e worked for a

road coastruction company for
R400 a month.

He intends enrolling with the
Witwatersrand Technikon o
obtain a diploma which will enable
him to be admitted to the

“University of Witwatersrand’s

Electrical Engineering Depart-
ment.

Lenga said he had met about 30
Zairois in Johannesburg, but they
haven’t visited each other because
“everyone is still battling to solve
his problem”.

Lenga and his friend, Ngwanza,
visited discos and bars quite often,
but it was at the Yeoville Church of
Christ where they have found a

-warm reception. Ngwanza said that

local men do not have time for a
stranger, but women were differ-
ent.

The two said they do not intend
settling in Sonth Africa, and will
return home as soon as everything
gets back to “normal”.

@To PAGE 9

Making

work for
them-
selves:

At amarket
in Johan-
nesburg,
an immi-
grant from
Zaire sells
curios
from his
home
country
Photo:

GUY
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More fre gom 1:91' g;olleges

.~ INDIVIDUAL colieges of e catzo

would have greater managerial free-
dom and would be responsible for
their own future direction, Education
and Culture Minister Piet Marais

said at the weekend.

Speaking at the inauguration of a
new education college campus for
further training in Pretoria, Marais
said colleges would also determine

their own admission policies.

Financing was still a problem area

in the administration of colleges.

However, a set of approved trea-
stry regulations would represent a
dramatic step forward in the man-

agerial autonomy of colieges.

Over the past four or five years
there had been a decline in the num-
ber of students and this had led to
rationalisation, loss of personnel and
the closure of some institutions, he

said.

Government appreciated the tran-
ma associated with closures, but
" ahead was a pew era in which col-

- leges would flourish, Marais said.

He believed the remaining institu-

&ERALD REILLY

txons would be lean and fit enaugh to
survive in the competitive environ-
ment ahead. -

Marais said there was no doubt
that the “vast task” of retraining
teachers would have to be done ex-
tremely cost effectively.

“The need for teachers predicates
teachers will have to be upgraded
while they remain in their class-
rooms,” he said,

Distance education formed at the
very least a significant part of the
solution, he added.

On the plan to scale down govern-
ment control over schools — a refer-
ence to the model C school plan an-
nounced last week — Marais said the
reduction of government spending
would result in a less favourable per-
sonnel provision in the schools.

He did not doubt, however, that
educators would maintain existing
standards and ongoing upgrading
would result in even greater profes-
sionalism.

‘Violence rg%tow

SEVERAL people dléd at the week
end in unabated violence around the

, country.

At least three people were killed in
Empangeni’s Esikhawini township on
Saturday night, the ANC reported.

KwaZulu police have confirmed t
killings.
Earlier, al! political meetin

Esikhawini had been banned, but the
ANC said IFP supporters arrived in

busloads.

KEwaZulu police said the Inkatha

meeting was a memorial service.

The ban on rallies came after 12
people were killed in Esikhawini last

Sunday.

ANC northern Natal chairman
Aaron Ndliovu has tried to get ANC
president Nelscn Mandela to ask for

?,,? ip rages on

olice and army reinforcements.

In Soweto, gunmen wounded three
policemen at Moroka police station
on Friday night. The PAC military
wing Apla admitted responsibility.

In Meadowlands, Soweto, at-
tackers hurled a handgrenade at
mourners on Saturday afterncon,

" killing a woman and wounding four

others, police said. The ANC said 11
peaple were injured.

In Cape Town four men were shot
dead and three injured in two separ-
ate incidents in Khayelitsha.

Police confirmed the deaths and
said a eriminal element seemed to be
taking advantage of the taxi war.

In the nearby squatter settlement
three alleged robbers shot and
wounded three men. — Sapa.

African unions
‘more free’' n

i 2} ok narTroR

MOCRATISATION in Africa
is transforming the nature of the
trade union movement on the con-
tinent, according to the head of
the International Confederation
of Free Trade Unions’ (ICFTU's)
Africa desk, Andrew Kailembo.

He said wherever there had
been one-party structures govern-
ments bad tried te control the
trade union movement because
they saw unions as capable of
forming a strong opposition.

But with democratisation, Afri-
ean trade unions were “finding
new independence and ﬂolmsh-
ing,” he said. 3] P4 |

The ICFTU, which repres
102-million anionists in 101 coun-
tries, had six new African affili-
ates and expected more. Zambian,
Zimbabwean and Tanzanian trade
unions were asgerting themseives
more vigorously now, be said.

On the downside, he said unions
in some countries were fragment-
ing, often along party-political
lines. _

In Zaire there were 50 unions,
while in Angola there were over
50 unions in Luanda alone.

Kailembo said disaffiliation
from party politics and unity be-
tween workers was the way to
build strong and indepemdent
union movements. He added new
unions were joinming the ICFTU
from former Soviet countries, Po-
land and Czechoslovakia.

Kailembo was part of a six-man
ICFTU delegation which visited
Namibiz last week. The Namibian
trade union federation NUNW re-
cently disaffiliated from the
World Federation of Trade
Unions — the ICFTU’s main inter-
national rival — but has not affili-
ated to the ICFTU.
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is transforming the vature of the
bt trade union movement on the con- 3
g tinent, according to the head of
t- the International Confederation
of Free Trade Unions’ (ICFTU's)
5 Africa desk, Andrew Kailembo,

d He said wherever there had
f- been one-party structures govern-
, ments had tried to control the
e trade union movement becavse &
i || they saw unions as capable of ":“;
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8 new independence and flourish- o
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& 102-million unionists in 101 coun- |
-3 tries, had six new African affili-
it ates and expected more. Zambian,
e Zimbabwean and Tanzanian trade
8 unions were asserting themselves
‘2% | | more vigorously now, he said.
- On the downside, he said nnions
(' in some countries were fragment-
; | ing, often along party-political
o Lines. . )
It In Zaire there were 50 unions,
% while in Angela there were over
n 50 ymions in Luanda alone.
¥ Kailembo said disaffiliation
from party politics and unity be-
fa tween workers was the way to
it build strong and independent
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3, union movements, He added new

r unions were joining the ICFTU

1 from former Soviet countries, Po-
land and Czechoslovakia.

it Kailembo was part of a six-man

p- ICFTU delegation which visited
Namibia last week, The Namibian
d trade union federation NUNW re-
e cently disaffiliated from the
World Federation of Trade
it Unions — the ICFTU’s main inter-
d national rival — but has not affili-
ated to the ICFTU.
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Democracﬂ and the environment are to be the main thrust 6TTe 15th

The ICFTU was formed in Lon-
don in December 1949 to pro-
mote the interests of the working
people throughout the world, and
today represents about 110 mil-
lion workers in 108 countries.

Andas the 800delegates sitinconfer-
ence on Monday, they will be joined by
representatives of more than 20 million
workers {rom the former Eastern and
Central European socialist bureaucra-
cies that fell in the wake of perestroika.

The roots of the ICFTU can be traced
from the need felt by emerging national
unions in the 19th century for an inter-
national trade union movement.

After several efforts, trade unionists
from many countries of the world metin
1919 to reconstitute the International
Federation of Trade Unions (IFTU),
which had been disbanded during
World War I,

The IFTU remained in existence until
1945 when the World Federation of
Trade Unions (WFTU) was formed in

- Paris to unile workers worldwide.

Four years later, weslern unions
walked out of the WFTU, accusing s
leadership of being communist lackeys,
and formed the ICFTU.

The two world organisations have
existed side by side, with the WFTU

congress of the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions
which starts in Caracas, Venezuela, on Monday. Qur Pietersburg
bureau chief, MATHATHA TSEDU, tells you of the organisation that
plays a prominent role in the worker movement.

today lagging far behind as the collapse
of the regimes in the Eastern Bloc have
spawned new trade unions which are
affiliating to the ICFTU in their droves.

But it has not been smooth sailing for
the ICFTU either.

Seen largely by Third World coun-
tries and unions as an agent of capitalist
expansionism through such organisa-
tions as the CIA, the ICFTU was re-
garded as a non-starter by many in Af-

" rica and other Latin and Asian coun-

tries.

The ICFTU was accused many in-
stances of using cheque book trade un-
ionism to buy its way into Third World
countries with the aim of toppling so-
cialist regimes in those countries.

It is not long ago that, even here,
accepling tnoney from the ICFTU was
tantamount to lreason.

Todate, neither COSATU nor Nactu
are affiliates of the ICFTU, although
they and their affiliates continve todraw
extcnsive assistance from the organisa-
tion.

But it must be said to the credit of the

ICFTU that the organisation has
pumped millions of rands inlo trade
unions in this country and that, without
the ICFTU supportin black trade union-
ism could not have made the strides it
has made.

From the first annual education grant
of R28 000 given in 1974, the organisa-
tion today spends about R17 miilion a
year on educalion, legal defence, lead-
ership training and. allied activities in
Soutk Africa alone.

The advent of the new South Africa
has not, despite the rhetoric of reform
and frcedom around the corner, meant
any Iessening of demands on Lthe ICFTU
for assistance by local unions. Instead
the demand has grown.

Among (he delegales in Caracas will
be Naclu first assistant gencral secretary
Mr Mahlomola Skhosana, who will
carry a message to the conference about
the conditions of black workers and
their continuing struggle to establish
economic and industrial democracy. 1t
is 2 message Lhat fits into the congress
theme, as delegales are going to grapple

MAHLOMOLA SKOSANA

with diclalorships in South America
and the march to democracy Lthroughout
the world.

It is in South Amcrica where trade
unionists still disappcar without trace.
But it is the cnvironment issue that is
sure to produce a lively debate.

Trade unions arc trapped in the tech-
nological spiral, which notonty reduces
work but has spawned [oxic wasles that
threaten mankind.

Hence the slogan of sustainable lech-
nelogical development, which wili not
increase the ozone depletion and the
CFC contcnt in the air. How do you
reduce carbon fumes in the air without
affecting the mumber of cars on roads

and thercfore the number ol jobs in the
molor assembly lines?

The congress is o work out worker
representations o be discussed at the
World Conlerence on the Environmuent
to be held in June.

The tone of this scction of the con-
gress will be set by Norwegian Prime
Minister, Mr Gro Harlep Brundtland.

The debt problem that alflicts Third
World countries is alsoanother probletn

- on the agenda.

Unions from Africa and Latin
America argue that the economies of
their countries cannol grow in the face
of debis 1o the Intemational Moncelary
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank (WRB).

Many of these unions are faced with
dwindling membership as workers arc
retrenched in large numbers in their
countrics duc to IMF and WB decrees
{or structural adjustment programmes.

And as thesc lcaders of the world's
working class gatherand decide the path
that workers will tread in the next four
years, millions of people will be walch-
ing to see il the debt and environmental
issucs can be resolved to facilitate the
growth of democracy throughout the
universe.

The conference starts on Monday and
ends on March 24.
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A CONFERENCE of
Southern ~ African
Jjournalists has sent a
letter of protest to Ma-
lawi leader Dr
Kamuzn Banda over

| the continued deten-

tion without trial of 2
Jjournalist.

The conference, con-
vened by the Bolswana
Jourpalist Association
(Boja) and held over five
daysinGaboronelast week,
said in the letter that the
detention of freelance
writer Mr Simon Mbone
since December last year
bad caused great concern.

“Mhbone’s delention
without trial since Decem-
ber 1991 isaninfringement
of internationally recog-
nisedrightsof journaliststo
freely execute their duties,
"This is a dircet violation of
Atticle 19 of the Universal
Declaration of Human
Rights,”” the leller stated.

Theconference caliedon
Banda to release Mhone
without further delay. The
conference was told that
Mhone was a freelance
journalist who was de-
tained after filing a story
for an international news
agency. :

Approved

The story had been ap-
proved by govermment cen-
sors. beforehand, it was
said. -

It was alse disclosed that °
in the heat of the rising tide
of protests by Malawians -
who want the overthrow of -
the Banda dictatotship,
many people had been
herded into prisons where
they were flogged and Lor-
turcd and others killed.

The confercnce, which
incliided participaats from
Namibia, Zimbabwe,
South Africa, Zambia and
Uganda, also expressed
alarmat Kenyan police har-
assment of journalists who
were accused of “exagper-, -
ating” inter-tribal fights -
between the Kalenjins and
Luos and Kikuyus on the.
other hand. o

Boja chairman Mr.

- "Rampholo Molefe said af-
‘J “ter"therconference Lhat a:%

protest figté would also be
sentto Kenya. -~ %
~-“We ag-African journal-
ists are tired of looking oh

a5 our colleapues are biu. .,

‘talisedby dictatorships, We -

are_going 'to speak cut” -

alnst such abuses wher-,
et they ocenr tntil this
il joys thekindof*

| st hedatm enjoyed .-
2 'Eﬂfwhe'%in«mc_ivoﬂd,"

-he said.
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Y AQUNDE - Cameroon is
paying 15 000 salaries o
| phantor civil servants who
| haveeither been dismisscd.
'|.are on study leave, or are
“atready on. the pay roll.

. The Cameroon Tribune,
1éfuoting & {inance ministry
[#spokesman, said some of
F¥the country’s 180 000 civil
Jaservants were drawing dou-
"ble or even triple pay.

[, The ‘government news-
“paper estimated  that the -
“swindle was costing the
| central African state R100
inillion amontl - more than
a third of its civil service-
‘wage bill. - SA Press Asso-
cigfion-Reuter.




CIVI| servants strlkeu ~n 2
PRESIDENT Andre Koling
Central "African Repubhc has_

. announced that presidential and

parliamentary elections will be held

on October 25. At the same time civil {
servants began a 10-day. strike over |,

wages with backing from opposition

| parties. — Sapa,AFP Reuter(';__j
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jobs'a'yea
HARARE — African
countries will have to
create 10 million jobs
each year to absorb new
entrants into the labour
market in the 1990s.

Zimbabwe’s rainister
of; ‘riational employment
creatlon and coopera-
tives, Didymus Mutasa,
said this at a workshop
in Harare yesterday.

-He. said the urban la-
bour'force in African
economies would grow
exponentially at ah aver-
age rate of 54 percent. |




GENEVA — As the United States
and much of Europe continue to
wallow in recession, only Asia
provides cheer for the world's
gloomy jobless picture, says a UN
report.

Africa, caught in a vicious
downward spiral, is the worst off,
with an unemployment rate in its
cities of 15 to 20 percent, an esti-
mated 14 million people out of
work, according to the Interna-
tional Labor Organisation (ILO).

The African urban jobless fig-
wre is increasing by about 10 per-
cent a year.

Rural Africans may have jobs,
but their hard work earns many
of them so little they might as
well be jobless.

If the world’s jobless are com-
bined with people who work but
earn less than poverty-level
wages, some 600 to 700 million
people in the giobal work force
- a little over one-third — are
unempioyed or underemployed,
says the Dutch econornist Wouter

S 2‘5'%!45

14-million ]obles

van Ginneken, editor of the
annual World Labor Report.

The world’s richest countries
“are taking a long time to emerge
from recession”, the ILO says in
its report. “Overall unemploy-
ment has risen yet again.”

Gains offset

The US, Japan and some Eu-
ropean couniries reported an in-
creased number of jobs in 1992,
but these gains were offset by
substantial job losses in Ger-
many, Britain, Spain, Switzerland
and Scandinavia.

The 24 wealthiest countries,
which make up the Organisation
of Economic Co-operation and
Development (OECD), alone re-
ported unemployment of 8,2 per-
cent, or 32,3 miilion people, in
1992, up from 7,4 percent the year
before.

Service JObS, from fast-food
restaurants to banks, are no

in_Africa

longer able to offset the losses
in manufacturing, the report says.

Van Ginneken says no one has
an accurate global jobless rate.
But he estimates the world's un-
employed number roughly
110 million — 5million to 8 mik
lion more than in the previous
year.

In Eastern Europe, jobs lost
in the switch from communism
rose to more than 4 million last
March, the latest figure available.

The former republics of the So-
viet Union reported a drop of
only 2 percent in 1991, hut the
ILO report says this indicates
that state-run industries are keep-
ing people on the books who have
nothing to do.

Latin America has made some
progress from its severe econom-
ic problems of the mid-1980s. In-
flation has dropped, economies
are growing and investors are
returning, but unemployment re-
mains at around 8§ percent. —
Sapa-AP.




Survey o

dmploy:
CAPE TOWN -- Old Mut
al has prepared itself for
the move by SA corporates
into Africa by undertaking
a major comparative sur-
vey of employee benefit
schemes in 11 countries.

0Old Mutual assistant GM
Henk Beets said the aim of
the survey was to enable
the life assurer to provide a
consultaney service for
companies planning to set
up operations in other Afri-
can countries.

The completed survey —
which covers Botswana,
Egypt, Lesotho, Nigeria,
Kenya, Swaziland, Zim-
babwe, Malawi, Zambia,
Namibia and SA — would
be expanded to incorporate
other African, and possibly
Euvropean countries, and
would be updated every
two months to take account
of new developments.

Beets said husiness deci-
sions demanded a careful
analysis of local conditions
and arrangements, and the
employment environment.

*“In the case of employee
benefits, it is crucial te
have a thorough wunder-
standing of relevant legis-
lation, employment prac-
tices, the investment
environment and foreign
exchange regulations. Only
then can an effective and
coherent employee benefits
strategy be developed.”

He said the survey would
prove an invaluable gnide
to companies poised to ex-
pand into Africa, adding

that SA couid learn valu-
able lessons from Africa in
terms of social security,
health care and housing
systems. Systerns specific
to Third World conditions
where the average income
per capita was low had to
be found.

Beets said it was more
feasible to extend employ-
ee benefits in the context of
an AIDS epidemiec, as un-
like individual life assur-
ance products, rates were
reassessed on an annual ba-
sis to reflect the claims
experience.

Comparing the social se-
curity schemes in Kenya,
Egypt and SA, the re-
searchers found that in Ke-
nya and Egypt national so-
cial security funds were
funded by employers and
employees whereas in SA
the social old age pensions
were funded from tax rev-
enues. The benefits offered
in Egypt and Kenya were
far more comprehensive
than in SA.

More emphasis was giv-
en in these African coun-
tries to private sector fund-
ing for social service
benefits.

Beets said the advantage
of a compulsory national
contributory scheme was
that it was a more explieit
form of taxation than in-
come tax and led to a great-
er sense of ownership and
responsibility on the part of
the contributor.

[
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SA bosses are

AFRICAN states are anapping ap
South African executives for con-
truct work.

Renwick Mansgement Consult-
ANTS g director Johm Sheratt
says that companles in Botswang,
Zalre, Zimbabwe, Tanzania and Re-
1ya are seeking people with techni-
cal and maoagerial skills for two to
three years' wark.

He saye Augola tried o recruit
Sourh Africans untfl tke civil war
Tesuzied,

P.E e Services managing
dtremmiu Wegcott says the
trend started about three years ago
when South Africans became politi-
cally acceptahle.

Untif thep, African states hired
skilled staff from Capada, the UK,
Australia and other countries,

Mr Wescott estimates that in
countries such es Batswana abont
W% ni;z;ninr executives could be

Sonth can.

African companies prefer
Squth African buslnessmen hecause
they nre “Africavised” — they are
uzed to Africnn culture, the climate
and the conditions — and have (ndus-
tzizl relztlons skitle,

Mr Sheratt says: “5A executives
are sbight because it iz cheaper and
egsier Eo tecroit them here than {n
places outside Africa,

“When the¢se covutries hire norae-
one on cobtract they have to pay &
refocation aliowance and foot the bill
for the executive and his family to

hothe once w year, They often
have to pay for ihe edoeation of the
children, mostly in 54~

Mr Wescalt cays that because
many African cootitries have
mining industries they need y
skilled mining tanagers, of wi
84, has many.

An African company is usually a)-
Towed to recruit expatriate warkers
otlly If if can prove that ne indig-
enous skills are available, The ntual
instention fs that the contract worker
trains xomeone to do bis Job after his
1erth explres.

Mr Sheratt says 1t 1s not aiways
posgibie 1o traln o replacemeny in
only two or three years and contracts
are often extetded.

Sweetener

Cantract work has become in.
creasingly attractive for South Afri-
can execulives because employ-
ment opporiunities here have
abrenk drastically. The coptract
work often provides vaipable £3-
perience,

Mr Wescoll says the sweetener to
attracl execitives {9 a large tay-
free gratulty at the etd of the con.
tract. It 1s pald o a currency of the
executive's chole,

Altboogh the executive has to de-
clare i to the Reserve Honk, the
money Ls allawed to remain abroad,

Mr Wescott tays that this type of
work appesls to ploheering types.
Many have no home bate and move:
araund the world frow one contraet
1o anather.
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By ANDAEW MELDRUM: Harare

CAN Africa’s trade unions help pull the continent
- out of its severe economic decline? A resounding

“Yes” to that question was given in Harare last

month where 150 union leaders from 40 African

countries met European union leaders, the World

Bank and the International Monetary Fund (IMF).

The free market structural adjustment pro-
grammes designed by the World Bank and the
IMF have been embraced by 29 African countries
and the challenge facing unions is to make sure
they ate at the cutting edge of economic reform.

South Africa is aleady negotiating with those
powerful multilateral financial institutions and a
local programme cannot be far off.

Somewhat surprisingly, unionists at the Harare
meeting did not reject structural adjustment out-
right. Kenya, which recently suspended its struc-
tural adjustmient programme, was not held upas a
hero or a model for other African countries.

I think most African unionists realise that
(president Daniel arap) Mot pulled out of struc-
tural adjustment because it threatened his vested
interests,” said an African economist. “Most
realise that it is a mistake that will cause more
harm to.the Kenyan working people.”

Rather than debating the need for structural
adjustment, the African labour leaders in Harare
made suggetions as to how the economic pro-
grammes could be improved. They cailed for
more direct involvement in the design and imple-
mentation of the painful economic measures.

“It’s unfortunate that Ghana’s structural adjust-
ment programme does not have any trade union
input, We would advise the government to slow
down the pace of adjustment,” said Ghana Trades
Union Congress secreatary general Christian
Ageyi...

Ghan@a’s structural adjustment began in 1983
and is held up by many as one of the more suc-
cessfulin Africa. “If is true that Ghana has
achleved economic growth, but the working peo-
ple ate worse off,” said Ageyi. “Public spendmg
was reduced and many people, particularly in the
civil service, were retrenched. A massive devalu-
ation was carried out, reducing the cedi from two_
to the US dollar to-662 to the US dollar. This
caused inflation and has made our cost of Jiving
very high. Poverty has increased.”

The IMF-World Bank remedy has been a bit of

. a bitter pill to swallow. “There are few signs that
structural adjustment programmes are bringing
economic recovery in African countries where
they are being implemented,” concluded a com-
prehensive report by the International Confedera-
tion of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU)..

""Phe teport warns that continuing economic
hardship may-undermine Africa’s fledgling
democracies and result in a retum of more author-
itarian regimes.




SA no good for gqum%l

MALAWT and SA are the most
dangerous countries for irade
union and pro-democracy activists
in southern Africa.

During a trade union confer-

"ence held in Harare last month,

the International Confederation of
Free Trade Unions (ICFTU) sub-
mitted a report which cited trade

-union and human rights abuses in

27 African countries.

The report says innumerable
cases of vioiation of human rights
and victimisation and intimidation
»f trade unionists took place over
he last four years.

- On the African continent, the
port says, SA, Malawi, Chad,
zire and Togo are considered the
st dangerous countries for
de union activists, who often
1 pro-democracy movements.
| document lists details of as-
inations, torture and arrests.

‘ccording to statisties in the
irt, SA remains the most dan-
lus country. At least 25 labour
vists were killed in political
ince  during the first six
ths of 1992.
ast February an ICFTU mis-
visited SA to investigate vie-
s there. It concluded that the
ment was directly or indi-
responsible for most of the
ce.
alawi, the gross violation of
in rights and the systematic

-
»
-
n
.

suppression of the pposxtlon by
President Kamuzu Banda has
drawn worldwide condemnation,
particularly after the arrest in
April last year of Chafukwa Chi-
hana, secretary-general of the

Southern African: Trade-Uni
Co-ordination Council.@
Two weeks earlier, Ban ad

arrested eight Catholic bishops for
openly campaigning fo;a retlu:n t0
democracy. o

*“His ministers hadkgone to the
extent of threatening that all de-
mocracy supporters who dared re-
turn from exile would become
meat for crocodiles,” said union
leaders.”

At g pre-conference sympo-
sium, trade unionists said that the
economic reform programmes
prescribed for African countries
by the Interndtional Monetary
Fund aad the World Bank had not

brought the int noemic
covery. " T )
At least twithirds of cotr

on the African continent have or.
are implementing World Bank
and IMF-backed economic re-
forms.

Reviewing the situation in 29
African countries over the last 10
years, the report paints grim pic-
tures of falling living standards,
rising unemployment
prospects for growth.

- @bl
Africa’s total forei

which stood at $165 billion
(R495 billion) in 1984, rose to
$237 bitlion (R711 billion) last
year, with sub-Saharan Africa
alone having a total external debt
of $172.6 billion (R517,8 billion)
in 1991,

Unemployment levels reached
worrying proportions, with annual
growth rates of up to 10 percent
between {986 and 1990, com-
pared with six percent in the
1970s. In urban areas, unemploy-
ment was running at 20 percent
compated with 10 percent in the
1970s, :

The informal sector, which ac-
counts for about 70 percent of ur-
ban employment in sub-Saharan
African countries, suffered terri-
ble exploitation, and wretched

‘working and living conditions.

The unionists blamed the fail-
ure of the “ill-defined” structural
adjustment programmes on the.
absence of social dimension pro-
grammes and the lack of consulta-
tion with representatives of or-
ganisations such as trade unions.

“In the context of authoritarian
rules, where those leaders claim-
ing to suppert adjustment were
the same whose misrmanagement
had caused the economic prob-
lems in the first place, it has been
evident that adjustment was de-
signed merely to buy time for
unpopular rulers trying to cling to
power,” said the trade unionists.

i
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ABIDJAN — rga%cor!lés{sgr%(’%r
the second year in a row in 1992, the Afri-
can Development Bank said yesterday in a
bleak report that offered no hope of speedy
relief.

Countries that for more than a decade
have imposed stringent economic reforms
that targeted the poorest of the world’s
poor are looking now for ways to relieve
their plight, said the bank’s 1993 African
development report. '

_Confronted by economic recession, huge
debts and slumping prices for their com-
modities, most African governments
bowed to pressures from the IMF and
World Bank and imposed punishing re-
forms in the ’80s.

But they did it grudgingly. Instead of
cutting spending on bloated bureaucracies
or on armies that might turn on them,
governments hit at those with the least
power 1o retaliate. : .

“Key social sector services, especially to
the poor, often proved to be the softest
targets for cuts,” bank vice-president Fer-'
hat Lounes of Algeria told a news confer-

es shrink agai

ence to launch the report L
Tanzania, a country that was deeply
committed to providing social services, -
eut expenditure on education from 17,3%

of the budget in 1972 to 7,2% in 1985,
Primary school enrcllment, which had
risen to nearly 100%, fell to 66% in 1988, .

the report said. -~ 7 '
Similar erosion, which the report
warned would dog long-term development,
oceurred across the continent. -
Now, Tanzania s financing income-gen-
erating projects for vulnerable groups.
Senegal has a retraining programme for

* workers laid off when unproductive state

companies were shut dowm. Madagascar

.. abolished a rice subsidy, devastating the

urban poor, but now provides free rice to
the destitute, - ‘

- In many countries - people revolted

.against the hardship. Their protests grew
into demands for democracy that have
brought down a few governmentis. There
has been prolonged unrest and instability
where military dictators refuse to surren-
der power, as in Zaire and Togo. — AP-DJ.
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NEWS FEATURE Symiposium rotes leaders not SIVing attention 1o problem of Wlegal z'mmzlémnls

SA is facing a mi a %gratlon Crisis

B FOREIGN INFLUX Trend

contributes to unemploy-

ment and crime:

By Joe Latakgomo,
Argus Afrir.a News Service

out Africa could be heading for a migration
crigis unless steps are taken to deal with the
influx of foreigners drawn 1o this country by
the promise of a better life.

The influx, mainly from other African coun-
tries, has already resalted in increased unem-

ployment, homelessness and crime,

Al a recent seminar on migration, organised by the SA -

Institute of International Affairs, several participants ob-
served that the problem was not being given priority
attention by any of the political leaders,

According o George Om, regional director of the
Department of Home Affairs, the majority of illegal
immigrants in this country are from Mozambique (even
though most of these would qualify for refuges status in
other countries), Zimbabwe and Lesotho and most of them
live in squatter and informal settlements.

Orrtold the seminar that South Africa was regarded “on
a scales which cannot be explained rationally” as a place
Ihat promised hope for abetter futare. The aumberof legal
immigrants Trom Afvica was declining, ke sabd, but the
number of illegal aliens enlering was increasing,

*Although SA, for various reasens, is promisent on the
priority list for uprooted persons as the place of hope
where they heligve it 1s still possible (o establish a future
for themselves and their families, the very real potentiat
danger that South African citizens may be swamped by
such aliens canmot be ignored,” he said.

In several couniries in Afiica professional salaries are
tow and this plays a major role in decisions to migrate. A
civil engincer in Sierra Leone, for example, eams the
cquivalent of 25 US dollars a month, while a mediecal
doctor jn Ghana earns 10 more than 80 US dollars —
which he can eart1 [rom one consultation in South Africa,

(er said his department had had applications for resi-
dence from medical practilioners, chartered accountants,
auditors, engincers, contract lawyers and businessmen,
Many wiho come to South Africa to study did not return to
their home countries when they completed their studies.

Sent back
Last weck the Minister of Home Affairs, Danie Schutte,

disclosed that 82 575 peaple had been sent back to their -

own counfries in 1992, Most of these, 61 200, were sent
back 1o Mozambigue. A further 12 000 were repatriated
to Zimbabwe, 6 200 to Lesotho and 3 000 to other

countries.

For decades, South Africaencouraged the immigration
of skilled whites while the system of Bantu Education
cnsured thay they were vital il the economy was Lo grow.
But as the country moves tu a new political dispensation,
itis ironic that the men and women whe helped create the
country’s wealth, the fereign migrants, may be thegnesio
lose out most in the short lerm.

Alvicalostan estimated 27 (00 highly skilled peaple to
developed countries between 1960 and 1975, and lhis
[tgure increased to 40 000 in 1975 o 1984, By 1987,
nearly 70000 or 30 percent of the skills stock of sub-
Saharan Africa had been lost, Few of these countries have
policies to control the emigration, although some have
expressed concern at the brain drain when their skills are
nceded in their home counteies. But the polilical changes
inSouth Africamight provide opportunitics forthose who
seck viable employment in an African environment.

ANC spokesman Catl Nichaus told the seminar that
wipration and refigee issues would have to be considercd
froma Souther African and notjust a South African point
of view. It was essential to consider the huige contribution
migrants had made to the economies of both South Africa

and their own countries, and also the consequences to

colintries like Lesotho of any poficy regarding ils citizens
in South Africa.

In the Jight of massive uncmployment, there was an
urgent need (o look at whether Lo open the doors to large
numbers of skilled people. These might come from as lar
rarthas Nigeria and often were keen o work inmral areas
spurned by local graduates, Although technically trained
people were needed it should be a case of South Africans
first, Niehaus said.

Peter Vale and Hussein Solomon from the Centre Tor
Snuthern African studies at the University of the Western
Cape said 4,1 million people in South Alfrica had been
displaced by drought, the migrant labour system, forced
removals, and the violence in Natal.

However, South Africa’s inability to produce enough

el jqz

skilled people might require that it continue
importing skills, which would probably
come from other African countries. But if
such selective labour immigration was ac-
cepled, what impact would it bave on the
sending countries’ resources?

Inthe shortterm, according to the Interna-
liona! Labour Organisation, labour emigra-
tion can relieve unemployment in the send-
ing countrics, cam valuable foreign ex-
change and impart skills. But sub-Saharan
Afiicawill needto generateupto 7,5 million
jobs a year merely to stabilise the employ-
ment situation. While the Iabour force don-
bles every 25 years, the economy of the
region must treble svery 23 years (o be ahle
to absorh those workers, says the ILO.

Sowth Africa’s labour force is expected o
grow from less than 10 million in 1980 to
16 mitlicninthe year 2000and 2t milliot in
2010. Proportionally similar growth patterns
are foreeast for neighbouring countries.

South Africa has tried o keep migrants

SURVIVAL ... Refugees from Mozamblique gather water at communal taps at
' Glyanl, Northern Transvaal.

out. Mozambican refugees, for instance, |
are considered to be “illegal immigrants”
and are repatriated at the rate of 3 000 a
week. Bul border patrols, electric fences,
the danger of walking through the Kruger
Park, and avoiding Renamo and Frelimo
troops and minefields have failed o keep
them out, Butitis not fivm Alricaonly that
there has been an increased flow of mi-
gramts. In 1990 only 19,6 percent of all
immigranis came ftom Asia butin 1992 {he
figure increased by 78,9 percent to 34,6
percent of the total immigralion figure,
And these are those who are here legally.
Thousands more artived in the country on
tourist visas and stayed on, eking out a
living as street kawkers,

The answer may be a phased withdrawal
of migrants ot a negoliated migration of
skilled people and the establishment of a @)

gicnal labour co ion. But whatever
happens, the next goverament will have to
deal with thousands of illcgal people.
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"From empty
slogans to

filling

LOUISE MARSLAND
Weekend Argus Reporter

WHEN Mpho Mashinini was
a little boy he and his 10
brothers and twin sisters
sometimes went to bed
hungry in their Soweto
home, ‘

But what they lacked in sus-
tenance their parenis made up
for in love and strong family
values.

It is these values that have
shaped Mr Mashinini, the man
who this week was appointed
acting successor to retiring Op-
eration Hunger executive di-
rector Ina Perlman. Her post
will be advertised in January.

In a neat office hung with a
picture of Martin Luther King
and stark black-and-white pho-
tographs of those assisted by
Operation Hunger, the 35-year-
old Mr Mashinini is there to
help as many people as he can.

“I came from a large, poor
family. We went to bed without
food and went to school with-
out pocket money. But I was
lucky, I have very strong par-
ents who sacrificed a lot for
us"’

Mr Mashinini is a card-car-
rying member of the ANC and
his roots lie deep in the politi-
cal struggle. His late brother
Tsietsi, a 1976 student leader,
was one of the most wanted ac-
tivists in South Africa, with a
price of R500 on his head when
he fled into exile.

Mr Mashinini himself was
detained without trial six
times, spending a total of feur
years in prison, after he got in-
volved in student politics and
the United Democratic Front
(UDF).

The turning point in his life

bellies,

@ Acting Operation Hunger head Mpho
Mashinini, a former political activist, tells how he
ditched the rhetoric for a role in which he could
bring about meaningful change in the lives of
people in near hopeless situations.

Mpho Mashinini

came during a spell in solitary
confinement when he was 26.
“t hit me that I was shouting
slogans about justice and
equality and I decided to prac-
tise what I had been shouting
about. I wanted to be a part of
a new South Africa ... but af-
ter another 12 months in jail 1
had nothing te show.”

Mr Mashinini met Mrs Perl-
man through the SA Institute
for Race Relations detainees’
support progamme. He started
off doing part-time research
for Operation Hunger and then
became a field worker in
Lehowa.

“I had thought Operation
Hunger was just a feeding
scheme, but there I got to know

what they really do. I saw peo-
ple doing things for them-
selves, people growing food for
themselves. For the first time 1
felt really involved and I have
never looked back.”

He became Operation Hun-
ger national co-ordinator in
1987. His main task was to im-
plement projects in Lebowa in
other needy regions in the
country and {o set up regional
structures for the organisation.

Stepping into Ina Perlman’s
shoes, even though it may be
only temporarily, is not such a
daunting task for the man who !
has been the feisty executive
director’s deputy for three
years. )

He doesn't see his political
affiliations as a problem in a
non-political organisation like
Operation Hunger. “It would be
hypoceritical to deny my roots.
But I am not active within the
ANC. I am guided by the needs
of the people. We feed every-
one from the AWB to the most
leftist pecple.” :

Mashinini beleves in people.
“People ar- not incapable, stu-
pid or lazy. 1 believe that given
the chance, everyone has some-
thing they can do.”

“I have seen communities,
totally helpless before we
moved in, decide to live. Oper-
ation Hunger has injected life
into hopeless situations, espe-
cially with the feeding schemes
which have kept the little ones
alive ... that is a wonderful
thing to have been part of.”
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Nlamey A strike called by” Ni-
ger's trade unions fo protest
against elections won by Gen Ibra-
-him Bare Mainassara had little
support in Niamey yesterday, but
protesters bumt down a police
station in the second city, Zinder.
Police in the eastern city, the
stronghold of ousted civilian pres-
ident Mahamane Ousmane, said
protesters had burnt tyres and
stoned security forces yesterday
morning. He said there had been
several arrests.
A journalist in Zinder said

for

gangs had thrown U lcades
and burnt down the police station
at the city’s Dole market.

Police said government offices
were werking normaily despite
the strike call. In Niamey, shops,
markets and banks were open.
Scores of riot police were de-
ployed outside parliament, a
gathering potnt for protesters,

Mainassara told state radio the
unions should concentrate on
labour issies and not get in-
volved in politics.

Opposition supporters tried to

trlke fa 1 by nger unions

burn tyres in a COI..ple of points
around Niamey but were dis-
persed by security forces. The
government banned demonstra-
tions on Tuesday, - Reuters.

B Sapa-AP reports from Washing-
ton that the White House has Sﬂld
it will review US policy toward
Niger as well as its remaining; as-
sistance programmmes towards
that country.

“The military regime has clear-
ly abandoned the path to democ-
racy,” said White House
spokesman Mike McCurry.
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