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NATION

COUNTRY NO MORE TRADITION'S CHAINS SHALL BIND US

ARISE! YOU PRISONERS OF STARVATIOUN
ARISE! YOU WRETCHED OF THE EARTH
FOR JUSTICE THUNDERS CONDEMNATION
A BETTER WORLD IN BIRTH

ARISE! YOU SLAVES NO MORE IN THRALL
THE EARTH WILL RISE ON NEW FOUNDATIONS
WE HAVE BEEN NAUGHT

WE SHALL BE ALL!
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shift barrier made of tyres. RIGHT: Students at the Un niversily of Western Cape, disguised with masks and armed with bricks
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MINE WORKERS

opi
The gold mines have been ground: "When we start E?Edﬁﬂﬂpiﬁjﬂiiﬁ ““ds?ﬁﬁé
the heart of South the 3.00am shift we are then the union has grown
African capitalism for up well before 2.00am. rapidly and enjoys sup-
the past century. Even When we go down we are port of over 150 000
today they account for tightly packed like workers in the gold
two-fifths of the sardines. The whites coal, copper and diamﬂné
country's export come down in the last mines of South Africa
earnings. Between cage but leave with the :

them,gold and coal min-
ing employ nearly a
tenth of the entire
worktorce. The 550 000
black miners are mostly
migrant labourers em-
ployed on short-term
contracts and housed in
all-male compounds at-
tached to the mines
where they wolk. They
often sleep twenty to a
room on steel
triple-bunks.

LIVING CONDITIONS

Usually housing is on
"tribal' lines, super-
vised by stooge workers
called 'indunas' and pa-
trolled by 'tribal rep-
resentatives armed with
truncheons. One of the
many problems is the
food they have to eat.
One miner said, "We of-
ten have to eat raw
porridge, fish with
scales,and vegetables
that are not properly
cooked. Workers have to
spend their entire time

underground without a
meal break.
WHITE FOREMEN

Set above black miners
are the white employees
who have had a legal mo-
nopoly of skilled work,
and have therefore been
able to earn more than
twenty times as much as
black miners. In
practice,white miners
play the role of wvery
privileged foremen.

A black worker from
Kloof Mine describes the
whites' behaviour under-

first. Many of t
bring their newspap
along and sit aro
reading while we wo
When our shift is ov
we have to wait hours
the cage while they
gone. Often we work w
over ten hours."
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During the unrest sur-

rounding the strike
Vaal Reefs in Apr
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white miners went under-

ground with loaded p
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tols and brandished them

at black workers.

For the first six mon
ot this year, more t
100 000 miners h
taken strike action o
wages, bad and uns
working conditions

the harassment of sh

ths
han
ave
ver
afe
and
aft

stewards,
In many of these
strikes, violenct action|}

by police and mine secu-|i
rity has left many work-|
and hundreds

ers dead
injured.

NUM

At the head of the black|!
strugglesl

mine workers
is the National Union of
Mine Workers (NUM) -
South Africa's biggest
and fastest growing un-
ion. In September last
vear more than 70 000
miners were involved in
the country's first le-
gal mine strike when
workers rejected the
Chamber of Mines' wage
offer. Although there
were eleventh hour at-

tempts at a settlement,
this did not prevent a
strike. This strike left

For Manoko Nchwe, NUM's
publicity secretary, the
miners' struggle is part
of the wider struggle
against apartheid/
capitalism: We are not
only fighting against
apartheid. Our struggle
is also about decision-
making and self- deter-
mination. Power lies en-
tirely with the black
working class. If the
working class leads the
struggle, they can unite
all people against the
South African state."

is year NUM rejected
the Chamber's final wage
offer of between 14% and
19%. Instead the union
has demanded a 22% in-
crease across the board,
paid leave of 21 days, a
75% leave allowance, and
a 6-hour reduction in
the working time per
fortnight. In addition,
the unien has demanded
participation in the ne-
gotiations for the re-
moval of job
reservation, and May Day
as a paid holiday.




STRIKE BACK]

PROFITS
The mining houses have
made huge profits this
year. Gold Fields, for
example showed a record
aggregate after tax of
R229 million,despite the
lower earnings caused by
the decreased gold pro-

duction. Workers under-
ground, however, are
earning as little as
R166 per month and those
above ground are earning
even less than this. Ac-
cording to Manokeo Nchwe,
some of these workers
are earning only R135
per month.

The negative response of
mine owners to the de-
mands of NUM led to a
dispute arising and
strike preparations be-
ing made by NUM. This
strike was to encompass
all mining houses in
South Africa, and was to
be launched on the 25th
August.

As the strike day
neared, mining houses
panicked and called for
urgent meetings with
NUM. These meetings took
place on the 2lst and
27th August. Interesting
developments occurred at
the meetings. Most sig-

nificantly, mine owners'

unity succumbed to
worker pressure as indi-
vidual mining  houses

scurried to settle with
NUM.

The split in the Chamber
of Mines clearly re-
flected the effects of
worker power - those
that succumbed are min-
ing houses where NUM is
at its strongest (eg.
Anglo American settled
for between 17% and 19%)
and those that did net,
are those where NUM is
weaker (eg. Gencor of-
fered 14% and 19%).

THE STRIKE

On the 1lst September, 28
000 miners came out on
strike at Transvaal Nav-

igation Collieries,
Matla, Marievale,
Beatrix, Blinkpan and

Deelkraal. Harassment by
the bosses and the state
was stepped up imme-
diately. The telephones

at NUM's headquarters
were cut. Although the
strike was legal,
unionists were not al-
lowed access to the
mines. There was & heavy

police presence on the
mines and surrounding
areas. Miners were
forced to work at
gunpoint. Hundreds were
injured by rubber bul-
lets, sjambokking and
teargas. Thousands of
mines were denied food
and water,

By the second day of the
strike, about 6500 work=-
ers were dismissed, many
forcibly transported to
the human dumping
grounds = the homelands.
The National Executive
Committee of NUM decided
to suspend the strike in
order to protect workers
from dismissal and
evictions. (See briefs
for NUM Strike Support
Committee)
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METALWORKERS

BARGAINING

* 2 minimun "living wage" of 13,50 per hour and a 50¢ across
the vard Lncrease;

* May Day to be a paid holiday;

* pmployers to double their contribution to the industry's
pension fund. This to be invested in black housing: I

*PLANT LEVEL

* four wreks paid holiday (presently & weeks);
* mternity leave.

The following demands were made in response to mounting
retrenchments:

* increased overtime rates to curb overtine working

* a reduction of 5 hours on the working week to 40 hours

* retrenchment pay calculated on the basis of 4 weeks wages
for every year of service.

DEMAND




The class boycott by op-
pressed students in the
Western Cape was called
in protest against the
State of Emergency,the
nation-wide killings and
detentions, the
victimisation of commu-
nity leaders and also to
demonstrate their total
rejection of this
country's oppressive ed-
ucational system.

WECSAC

The Western Cape Stu-
dents Action Committee
(WECSAC) was fortmed to
co-ordinate the actions
taken by students during
the boycott as increased
repression by the state
and its machinery caused
increasingly intense re-
sponses from students.
WECSAC consists of ap-
proximately &0 schools
and educational insti-
tutions as well as two
student
organisations,Students
of Young Azania (SOYA)
and the Azanian Students
Organisation (AZASO).

250 000 ON STREETS

The closing down of al-
most 500 educational in-
stitutions in the
Western Cape, meant that
over a quarter of a
million students were
out on the
streets.Botha's army had
already invaded the
townships,brutally mur-

dering our comrades.

The dynamism of the boy-
cott action taken by
students had been pro-
viged by a scries of muss

rallies and marches
where students from var-
ious schools,tertiary

institutions and student
organisations came to-
gether to demand with
one voice the uncondi-
tional re-opening of all
schools,the resigration

School Boycott-W.Cape

of all community
councillors, dummy
MP's,and that the

harassment of teachers
and students by princi-
pals and school inspec-

tors be stopped
immediately.
GAINS

Some of the mogt impor-

tant gains made by the

boycott had been an up-

surge in the awareness
of students,the develop-
ment of democratically -
elected SRC's at schools
where none previously

existed,and the
realisation by students
that mass - partic-
ipation in the decision
- making processes

within the organisations
of the oppressed and ex-
ploited is essential.

The boycott was
characterised by alter-
native educational
programmes ,but these

were difficult to sus-
tain due to a serious
lack of resources.An im-
portant development
however ,was the forma-
tion of a structure for
progressive teachers and
academics sympathetic to
the demands made by stu-
dents. Progressive
teachers made their
stand by downing tools
for two days and as-
sisted in the conducting
of awareness programmes
at the schools.

SOYA

S50YA,as ONE of the op-
pressed student
organisations in the

by a SOYA
MEMBER

Western Cape,is in my
mind playing a signif-
icant role in shaping
and giving content to
the struggles being
waged there.It has been
instrumental in the set-
ting up of united front
structures of oppressed
students .WECSAC 1is one
example of this.SOYA be-
lieves that
non-sectarianism is im-
portant in the building
of unity and democracy

in the liberation
struggle.As comrades
fighting a COmmMOon

enemy ,we should as far
as possible find ways of
working together ig
spite of our differ-
ences.

EDUCATION FOR LIBERATIO

What is evident is that
students alone cannot
defend themselves
against the violence of
the state.nor can they
alone bring about funda-
mental change in this
country and achieve
their long-term demand
for a free and compul-
sory educational system

geared towards the needs
of working people.
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The boycott we had is not
a rejection of educa-
tion. We realise that
education can be either
an instrument of capi-
talist domination or so-
cialist liberation. We

must turn our schools
into centres of liber-
ation. We realise that
liberation does not 1li
in the hands of one o
two leaders, but ca
only be achieved throug
long, hard struggle b
the majority, led by th
working class. The boy-

¥ cott, we know, is only

: . one weapon and cannot ong

The crowd of about 4 000 besieged the police in the school grounds after they its own bring about fun-
arrested about 100 teachers, pupils and parents who had entered the school. damental change.

Policemen cut through the fence at the back of the school to allow the besieged police out. The clas
began when pupils and parents decided on an unofficial bock-to-school movement, defying the
Government closure of 464 schools in the Cape Peninsula.

THNE FREEDOM CHARTER-for&against.

The Freedom Charter is a very important document in South Africa. Many people
believe that the demands in the Charter can bring about a society free of
oppression and exploitation. Others among the oppressed doubt this. Some pecople
are of the opinion that the Charter does not address issues such as class
exploitation and is not an adequate programme for ending all oppression and

exploitation.

Unfortunately, a debate among the oppressed on the Charter is almost always
conducted in an emotional, sometimes even physical manner. Some adherents of
the Charter have been accused of elevating the document into gospel,where
criticism is seen as sacrilege. In Action Youth, we hold that comradely debate
among those invelved in the struggle should be encouraged, and is both healthy

and necessary.
In March this year

a group of organisations issued a statement commemorating

the 30th anniversary of the Charter. They said, "Nothing short of the demands
in this document (the Charter) will satisfy the people". The argument put

by the state in 1956 that the Charter was a communist document was overturned
last year. A former Chief Justice of South Africa, Mr.Justice Rumpff,could find
no truth in this argument. In dismissing the prosecution case, he said the
Charter was a moderate document and that it is now legal to distribute the

document.

Recently a debate was held between an executive member of UDF and an
organiser from MAWU, an affiliate of FOSATU. Generally, the speaker from MAWU
felt that the Charter cannot satisfy the aspirations of the majority in South
Africa - the workers. We print below a part of the debate and then Action
Youth's own assessment of the Charter.

(1) What sort of document is the Charter?

Executive member of UDF: The Charter is a popular document, it keeps with

democratic principles and represents the aspirations of the majority of the

people. The Charter expresses both anti - imperialist and anti - capitalist
sentiments as can be seen from the clause on nationalisation.

Organiser for MAWU: The Charter is a popular document but the domination of

the middle class can clearly be seen. The Charter makes important demands like
'freedom of speech', but these are limitea as they do not address the primary
conflict in society - the conflict between capital and labour.The Charter talks
for the 'people' but are there not different class interests among these
'people’? The Charter is not anti- capitalist as the clause on nationalisation

' does not equate socialism. Production relations are not addressed.



THE JREEDOM CHARTER

(2) Of what relevance are the demands of the Charter to the working class?

UDF: The Charter has relevance for the working class in every respect. wWhen the
Charter was drawn up, the South African Congress of Trade Unions existed. We
must understand that in South Africa, capitalism has taken on a racist form.
Black people are oppressed as a nation and as a class.The clause in the Charter
"The people shall govern" therefore shows that working class interests are
primary. The Charter embodies working class interests, not petit-bourgeois
interests because it is anti - imperialist.

MAWU: Some demands in the Charter are relevant te the weorking class but they
are limited. Organisations like the UDE,which support the Charter are dominated
by the middle class,and cannot ensure the liberation of the working people.

(3) What role has the working class to implement the demand;_in the Charter?
LDF: In South Africa, the working class is in the majority. The central role of
the working class must be fought for. Because of repression, the Charter had to
be couched in a certain manner. The Charter is representative of all the strata
in South Africa.

MAWU: Bourgeois democratic rights are addressed in the Charter but not working
class emancipation. Capitalism is the problem - the Charter does not address
this. With the Charter, working class dominance is not guaranteed.

(4) Are class alliances in the Charter still viable?

Class alliances are important. The working class cannot .hope to take the
struggle up alone. We must broaden our base and include the black middle class.
For example, the Western Cape Traders Association must be included in the
struggle. They are denied certain opportunities by apartheid.

MAWU: Alliances are vital but the working class must establish its hegemony.

(5) Is a future society envisaged in the Charter compatible with capitalism?
ngiqﬁhcau5a of the nationalisation clause, the Charter is not compatible with
capitalism. The Charter is not a socialist document , but neither is it a
capitalist document. Society is in a state of transition and the Charter
reilects this. It is adventuristic to talk of a single stage to socialism and
this is not in the interest of the working class.

MAWU: The Charter can be accommodated by capitalism.At best it is social
democratic,but not socialist.Nationalisation clause does not equate socialism.
In Britain , for example , key sectors of the economy are nationalised but one
cannot say Britain is socialist.

After these questions a general discussion followed , the better part of which
focused on Poland and Solidarity - the workers movement there. The UDF
spokesperson referred to Solidarity as 'undermining elements' that have to be
'dealt with'.In answer to this,we refer readers to a speech delivered by FOSATU
General Secretary , Joe Foster , to the FOSATU Congress in April 1982. He said,
"Solidarity was not struggling to restore capitalism in Poland ; its struggle

was to establish more democratic wgrk ntrol...".
q er-ﬁque-

S,

The first problem we have with the Freedom Charter is its ambiguity - that is,
it it can be interpreted differently by different pecple. For instance , the
clause "The people shall govern" and the clause dealing with the
nationalisation of banks,mines and the land has been taken to mean that the
society envisaged by the Charter is anti - capitalist. But as the comrade from
MAWU pointed out , nationalisation or state control of sections of the economy
does not equal socialism. Many countries have nationalised key aspects of their
economies but the sufferings of the workers continue. Workers still don't have
control over decisions. The position of workers in Britain and Poland shows
that even though the state in these countries control much of the economy , the




workers still lead miserable lives.A respected leader who supports the Charter,
stated the following when writing about those clauses : "It is true that in
demanding the nationalisation of the banks , the gold mines and the land , the
Charter strikes a fatal blow at the financial and gold mining monopolies and
farming interests. The breaking up and democratisation of these monopelies will
open up fresh fields for the development of a prosperous Non-European bourgeois
class. For the first time in the history of this country the Non - European
bourgecisie will have the opportunity to own in their own name and right mines
and factories,and trade and private enterprise will boom flourish as never
before.
So what we see here is a denial that that the Charter implies the overthrow of

capitalism. In fact , it is positively interpreted as a programme of reforming
capitalism.

The second major problem with the Charter is that it accepts the government -
imposed criteria of 'national groups' and 'races'.The supporters of the Charter
agree that there are four 'nations' or 'races' in South Africa - so-called
"Coloureds","Africans"”,"Indians” and"” Whites".We believe this is dangerous for
many reasons. Firstly , this kind of thinking plays into the hands of the
government and collaborators like Hendrickse , Buthelezi and Rajbansi. These
sellouts claim to represent different 'nations' and we are giving them an
opportunity to do this. It is true that many ordinary people see themselves as
"indian', 'zulu', etc. and it is easier to organise people in this manner
because of geographical separation. But divisions have been forced onto our
people for a reason : in order for the state to maintain easy control.It might
be more difficult to organise across colour boundaries, but it is necessary. We
must fight divisions in the process of struggle and not wait for after the
‘revolution.We have to build a single nation under the leadership of the working
class. Failure to realise this will result in a situation where opportunistic
'leaders' like Gatsha Buthelezi manipulate 'ethnic symbols' for their own
reason. What happened in Inanda where so-called 'Zulu' workers were pitted
against so-called 'Indian' workers for the benefit of Gatsha and Rajbansi,
teaches us the danger of the concepts 'national groups' and 'races' It is
difficult to see any difference between the 'national groups' envisaged in the
Charter and the 'national groups' of today's apartheid structures. Certainly
the development of "own languages, folk cultures and customs" (Charter clause)
ties in neatly with what the National Party has implemented.

Thirdly,there is no attempt in the Charter to explain how working-class
leadership of the struggle is compatible with the idea of several 'nations'
each consisting of antagonistic classes. Among the so - called "Indian
national group” for instance , there are different classes. A minority im this
group are businessmen, even big businessmen, but the vast majority are working
people. The interests of these working people are more in line with the
interests of so - called "African" and "Coloured" working people, and not with
the businessmen in question. The Charter does not explain this.

Some people who support the Charter call themselves socialists but believe

that we must first unite people against apartheid (the first stage) , and then
fight for socialism (the second stage). We in Action Youth oppose attempis to
separate the struggle for democracy and the struggle for workers power. A great
deal has been written and said concerning the 'democratic’ way the Charter was
adopted. Yet none other than Chief Albert Luthuli , then president of the ANC,
mentioned in his autobiography that the Charter was never circulated for
amendments to affiliates of the Congress Alliance. The man who chaired the
meeting which adopted the document, Dr.Wilson Conco , actually said that he saw
the document for the first time at Kliptown (where the Charter was adopted).
The various congresses which made up the Congress Alliance had exactly the

the same vote. In other words,the miniscule white Congress of Democrats had the
same vote as the ANC.This is not our idea of democracy!

Instead of the Freedom Charter, we stand by a socialist programme which
reflects the class struggle and will act as a guide in our fight to end both
class exploitation and national oppression.



[CONSUMER BOYCOTT!

The consumer boycott has been applied with great success at the height of the struggle in the Eastern Cape. The consumer
boycott was coupled to the demand for the withdrawal of the army from the townships

The Eastern Cape's success proved that the consumer boycott CAN be a powerful weapon in the hands of the pppressed and

exploited although it does not necessarily follow that any successful action can be transplanted from one area to another without
giving thought to the kind of conditions which prevail in other areas.

HOW AN THE CONSUMER BOYZOTT BECOME AN EFFECTIVE WEAPON?
What should the aims of such a boycott be?

It is an ECONOMIC boycott, therefore to be successful:

* The FIRST AIM SHOULD BE TO MOBILIZE PEOPLE in every home to become part of the struggle. That means
UNITY is essential. We cannot achieve UNITY if students or other groups have to be used to ‘palice’ such a boycott. We
cannot condone coercing housewives or forcing a mother of a poor and starving family to drink up the bottle of cooking oil she
can barely afford. The oppressed themselves must be prepared to be part of the bovcott.

If we are SERIOUS ABOUT UNITY then we must think of the many ways to CREATE that unity, not destroy it.
HERE ARE SOME EXAMPLES:

EXAMPLE:

The CIVICS could become dynamic co-operative centres of the community if they could organize to buy food or other basic

articles at wholesale prices and sell it at prices everyone can afford. The smaller shopkeepers who eke out a living could be
drawn into the scheme.

Which housewife would oppose such an idea?

EXAMPLE:

The SPORTING MOVEMENT (SACOS) could mobilize its sportspersons by focussing the boycott on those firms who give
millions of Rand each year for multinational, racial sport, as well as boycott those who refuse to sponsor SACOS codes or who
give token sums compared to the thousands they offer racist sport. That should knock them for a six!!

EXAMPLE:

COLLABORATORS should be boycotted. Not only those who serve in the tricameral parliamentary structures and who
have business interests, but also those who have been living off the misery of the poor, with their liquor outlets and shops in ‘own
affairs’ group areas. Exploiters, after all, come in all colours. CAPITALISM is colour-blind when it suits the rulers’ purpose,

EXAMPLE:

MULTINATIONALS - Let our students do the research work to find out how much of the economy is controlled by overseas
Imperialist Multinationals and which of them can be effectively boycotted.

EXAMPLE:

TRADE UNIONS could inform us of the firms which do not allow representative worker bodies or independent trade unions;

which shops treat their workers with contempt and are particularly racist or exploitative. The campaign could then be linked *
with the trade union demand for a LIVING WAGE.

These firms and their products could be concrete targets, linked to specific aims which are realistic in the short term. In this way
we link the consumer boycott to the worker's struggle and the contradiction between CAPITAL and LABOUR can be

sharpened. Workers are not just consumers. They are in the first instance producers of wealth and the wholesale robbery of
workers of the value of their labour must be brought to the fore.

* THE SECOND AlIM:
Forging UNITY will enable us to work in ORGANIZED, DEMOCRATIC, PERMANENT structures created either well

before the boycott or which are iormed during the struggle.
In these structures COLLECTIVE decisions must be taken to ensure disciplined collective action and COLLECTIVE
LEADERSHIP under the banner of the WORKING CLASS sothat the workers can take control of every aspect of their lives

The boycott cannot continue indefinizely. The fruit must be the permanent structures, defended by those who built them during
the strugale and which are there to survive the boycott to carry the struggle FORWARD!

+ THE THIRD AIM is to make us aware of the ENORMOUS POWER we have as workers. We produce in the factories
thousands of dresses or in the bakeries - millions of loaves of bread, and they pay us LOW WAGES in order to make HUGE
PROFITS for the rich. Then we have to buy back the dresses and loaves at HIGHER PRICES. We are thus DOUBLY
EXPLOITED . as workers and as consumers!




CONSUMER BOYCOTT

By disciplined and united mass action, both in the short and long term we can bring about:

Removal of GST from all*basic goods! Lower prices for all commodities! Better working
conditions and benefits for alll A living wage for all! Unsegregated housing, healthcare
services and education for all!! Substantial sponsorships for non-racial sport codes!!
Abolition of the instruments and agents of our Oppression and Exploitation!!

* THE FOURTH AlIM is to ensure that we know who the REAL ENEMY is,  The fight is not just against “white” business. [t
is against the SYSTEM  [f one of our ideals is to establish a NON-RACIAL society then we must struggle tg build precisely
that!

|

Exploiters come in all colours. Let us not cloud the issue with “race” and “colour”. Letusnot mobilise people to exert pressure
on “white” businessmen or their chambers of commerce to put pressure on their government. Let us mobilise the people so

that fight the real enemy relentlessly. Let us not confuse the masses about the real nature of the struggle in South Africa
wi?e::E Ti’yAETHElD only hides the ugly face of CAPITALISM. QOur struggle must be PRINCIPLED and
PROGRAMMATIC. We must be fearlessly clear in THEORY and firm in PRACTICE.

Let us focus the flame of the struggle like a surgical torch ta eradicare the cancer of exploitation
from our society - not like a flame-thrower which burns up everything in its path.

+ THE FIFTH AIM must be to learm important POLITICAL LESSONS, so that the next time a boycott is called the
involvernent of people will be on the basis of their UNDERSTANDING rather than their FEAR! Then all the oppressed and
exploited will be willing to malte the sacrifices demanded of them and go forward united. Let us tell the people the truth about
where ‘we are going and what we hope to achieve. Le* them know that the consumer boycott alone cannot bring the goverrment

to its knees.
THERE ARE NO SHORT-CUTS TO LIBERATION.

If well planned, the boycott will leave us stronger in spirit and stronger organisationally, united and ready for the next battle. We
can then achieve our short4erm goals like-lower prices, sponsorships and exposure and isolation of traitors and collaborators.

A vague ill-defined boycott can only spread confusion, demoralisation and division among the oppressed and exploited. It may
in the short-term assist to make this or that area UNGOVERNABLE or to get this or that capitalist to get the government to
NEGOTIATE. BUT IT WON'T BRING TOTAL LIBERATION!

Metal workers are detersined to Tight for what they believe is & living wage.

The @eral workers want enough moaey to be able to support their starving
fomilies and their brothers, sisters and neighbours - those that were retren-

chwd and those that are unenploved.

ke are in A very had position. The govermment doers not support these poople.So
wit are forced to. We need & living wagn, The aotal bosses have made & lot of
profits, thoy must share those profits with s instesd of misusing them by
buying more Mercedes Benz's and on Aparsheid,

[n worEing shaftar haars and o gvertime - we wanl to gel 1I!'l|:||.lg_|'l BOnEY h}l'
working reasomable awd normal hours witlwan kil ling ourse]lves Woe want Lo Creals
jers opporitunitiies for those who are snemployed and to lessen retrenchments. We
want jobs for all. We aust bave ensogh @ise with our families and friends, not
only with the bosses' machines. HMore than 3 million people are unesployed. they
musl el jols,

fn extra wooks leave - The migrant workers work very hard I!'Irwu#'llruut the year
without seeing their families. They are entitled to spend cime with their
familios . We want May Day co b a pagd peblic holiday. The workers have decided
to take the st of Moy as & hoiiday and the bosses should pay.

On retrenchments = We want the employers not 1o relrench ANy more Lorkers and
Lo negotiate Lhe recrenchments and severance pay with the reprosentatives of
the workers, The bosses must stop being interested in the workers whilst they
dare able to produce and then discard them Fike dirt into the dusibin of poverty
vhien workers are po Jonger wseful to the bosses.

Hawu and the eetal workers as a whole are Sick and tired of the enployers whoe
do met want o negotiate at plamnt level but prefer hiding behind SETFSA {Metal
bussss organisation).

The demands of the workers include [(besides those mentioned on Page 2)
1. rose pariod for workers who are workine in hot places;
2. long service increases of beneflits,

The mezal workers are determined to 11gnt the Dusses up to the bitter end.
FOSATY as & whole has decided 1o suppar:t the metal workers and the proposed
strike.

SEIFSA has given 1%& across the board at the bottom and pushed the minimem to
Ki. .90 per howr. This is not sccopiable and SEIFSA has ignored che other MAWL
proposals. SEIFSA has also refused its member companies L6 negolidte AT plant
lewvel

The bosses must stop thineing that they can fool us eno play around with our
livas. The ssploysrs muest occept plant level bargaining., Sust negoliate
fairly wich vorkers amd not ask (or police involvoment as they often do.

MOSES MAWL is presently holding 8 refevendes to ses if Jts membars want to go Sn a
legal strike after the bosses refusal to bargain at the facwory level. The
MAYEKT SO decision to go on & national sirike was alresdy coken by the HAWL shop

stawards councils. The shop stewards represent more than 200G mpral fasrmpies




editopial

The declaration of the State of Emergency immediately leads one to ask why
this was done.There are already a battery of security laws which allow
indefinite,arbitrary detention without access to lawyers,families or even

to the State's own courts.Granted that it does give sweeping powers of press
censorship and a wider indemnity to agents of the system.The press,however,

by its reporting of the situation prior to the declaration of the State of
Emergency,has shown that it clearly is on the side of the system in maintaining
the status quo.Furthermore,the deaths,injuries and detentions by the agents of
the system before the State of Emergency is sufficient evidence to show that
they certainly felt they already had a free hand to act as they wished.As it

has crisply been put by a black youth, "Is it any worse than teargas?"
Thus one can deduce that the State of Emergency is a gesture to the white

constituency that the government has not lost contrel and to the black
militants a signal of its resolve to intensify its repress.In addition,the
government wants to remove black militants from the scene by all means at
their disposal to clear the path and usher in their widely rejected sham
reforms.

The increased repression certainly has not in any way dampened the militancy

in the townships.There is no doubt that the elaborate systems of control

have broken down.Whilst the government always has had,and still presently
appears to have military power to crush resistance,its ability to maintain
control and implement its own laws in the townships is seriously in doubt.All
the mechanisms of control such as community councillers,black policeman,and
informers are under constant attack.It has reached a stage whereby the only way
the system can maintain a presence in the townships is by a massive show of
naked and brutal force .It is increasingly more difficult to find

collaborators - the instruments of reform and repression - to maintain control
in the townships as these collaborators are more frightened of the people than
they are of the system.

There is an urgent need for the broad liberatory movement to take stock of our
gains and losses during this period of intense resistance and state of
emergency.The growing anger of a rapidly rising unemployed population,the |
increasing number of strikes and stayaways,the collapse of local township
authorities,the effective and growing consumer boycotts in support of political
and economic demands,the revolt against so-called 'Bantu', 'Coloured’ and
'Indian' education all threaten and destabilise a retreating regime.

Most of these activities,while showing incredible courage,are still largely
spontaneous,episodic and neither regionally nor nationally co-ordinated.

The owners of South Africa - the capitalists at home and abroad - are very
worried about what is happening here.They know that the 1985 revolts are
rapidly radicalizing the progressive forces inside South Africa.They know that
a radical unified liberatory movement spells doom for their profits.They know
that if South Africa is liberated,the rest of Southern Africa will be
liberated.Botha and company's stranglehold on the region will then be broken
down.

The imperialists therefore want to defuse the situation as soon as possible =
they want the situation to return to their 'normality' and 'order'.'Order' and
'normality' for us means oppression,exploitation,poverty,starvation and
ignorance.On the one hand,Reagan,Thatcher and Kohl support Botha's and Gatsha's brutal

methods masked in token reform.On the other hand,international liberalism

(Kennedy and the like) support parliamentary and extra-parliamentary black and

white liberals,who they see as their saviours.What all these forces have in

common is to ensure the continuing exploitation of the people of our country,

and none of them are above using death squads against those who challenge them.

Their strategies differ,but there goals are the same.All of them want to use

dialogue,negotiation,constructive engagement ,national convention,etc.,to

entrench capitalism.We must continue to reject and bury all ideas of

negotiated settlements or national conventions.
We believe that it will require more than popular mobilization and the anger

of the oppressed to bring about a new society.What is required is grassroots
structures rooted in democratic procedures,collective leadership,and a

principled programme against apartheid AND capitalism.
Forward to a Workers' Republic nf~ﬁzanEJ
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The capitalist
class, through

it exploitation

of the
class, is

working
hﬂﬂﬂ—

somely rewarded

with wealth,
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power and pres-
tige, while the
working class is
with
insecurity, Ppov

erty and miser-

plagued

RRELT ‘OrAH

able living
conditions.

Private property - the
private ownership of

mines, factories, and
land, gives the capital-
ist class which owns,
power over the classes
which do not own private
property. It enables
those who own not only
to live without working,
but alse te determine
whether the non-owners
shall work and under
what conditions.
Understandably then,
there is a perpetual

conflict between the two
classes.

Now there must be some
method whereby this set
of property relations -
so advantageous to a few
and so disadvantageous
to many - is
maintained.There must be
something with power to
see to it that this sys-
tem of social and eco-
nomic domination by the
capitalists over the
workers is preserved.
This is the state. It
is the function of the
state to uphold the sys-
tem of oppression and
exploitation.

Some people have sepa-
rated the state into two
parts. These two parts
co-operate with each

other. One is called the
Repressive State Appara-
tus - this includes the
police, the army and the
courts. The other is
called the Ideological
State Apparatus - the
educational system, the
newspapers T.V., ete. We
can see how the two as-
pects of the state work
together. For example,
when oppressed students
question the gutter edu-
cation that is forced on
them, the police or army
are called in.

The state pushes the
ideas of the capital-

ists. These are ideas
like private property,
competition, obedience

to authority, etc. This
is done through the
schools and the media.
When this fails, the po-
lice, army and courts
are called to do the job.

The <class that rules
economically, that is,
those who own the means
of production - the cap-
italists, also rule pol-
itically - they control
the state.

But we can ask the ques-

tion: If the machinerv
of the state is con-

trolled by the capital-
ist class and functions
in their interest, then
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why is it that laws which
favour the workers some-
times get passed? It is
true that a few deci-
sions made by the Indus-
trial Council (part of
the state machinery in

South Africa) favour
workers over capital-
ists. This is because

the state acts on behalf
of the workers and
against the capitalists
when it is forced to do
so. It will yield on
particular points of
conflict because pres-
sure from the working
class is so great that
concessions MUST be
made, or 'law and order’
will be endanggred, or

worse still (from the
point of view of the
ruling class), revo-

lution may ensue.

The important point to
remember 1is that what-
ever concessions are won
in such periods are con-
fined to the existing
property relations. The
framework of the capi-
talist system itself is
left untouched. It is
always within that
framework that conces=-
sions are made. The aim
of the ruling class is
to YIELD A PART IN ORDER
TO SAVE THE WHOLE.




In this, the second of
four series of articles
on unemployment, we will
focus on the causes of

unemployment in  South
Africa. It will be re-
membered that we con-

cluded our first article
on unemployment by find-
ing that the system of
capitalism, that is, the

system where one class
owns private property
and the other <class

lives by working, is the
root cause of unemploy-
ment. In South Africa we
have a racist capitalist
system. It is based on
the super - exploitation
of cheap black labour.

MIGRANT LABOUR

After the wars of con-
gquest - that is, after
the rape, plunder and

defeat of the indigenous”

people - and with the
discovery of gold, the
capitalist class needed

cheap labour to work on
the mines. The black
peasants who lived by
farming were forced by a
series of laws (e.g. hut
and poll tax laws) to
work in the cities and
minies to obtain MONEY
to pay these taxes. In
this way, the peasant
economy was ruined, and
a money economy created.
Millions of people who
had subsisted off the
land became landless and
were forced to work in
Ithe cities and on the

mines, In this manner
was born the South
African black working

class. Out of this proc-
ess evolved the system
of migrant labour - the
bedrock of South African
capitalism.

The migrant labour sys-
tem has helped the rac-

ists and capitalists in
our country to control
the vast majority of our
people as a voteless,
dehumanised and super
exp]uited1 'wretched of

1L =& ]
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In South Africa, the
state has intervened
heavily on the side of
the capitalist class.
The pass laws, influx
control, and job reser-
vation laws have ensured
a controlled and cheap
labour force. Influx
control laws prevent soO

- called "Africans'_ from
coming to the cities

where work is available,
The "law' therefore
forces people to be un-
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the sTize
capicalism, comoanies
like Anglo American have
through the concen-
Lration of capical,
mergers and takeover,
exercised a decis:ive in-

soath carpdfriovment by
monopols
ers wich machines
increase profits

lowaer costs. It

iies o replace
labour (workers)
fluence oo the oz dead labour {machines).
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South Africa can only
remain a competitor
(very weak in relation

to say the U.S.A.) on the
world market by the su-
per exploitation of
the black working class.
South African capitalism
depends largely on the
production and sale of

gold on the world mar-
ket. The mines depend
entirely on cheap

labour. Cheap labour is
provided for through the
migrant labour system.
BANTUSTANS
This system ensures that
millions of blacks are
confined to the home-
lands, a minority selec-
tively recruited by
labour bureaux, and the
rest left to starve as a
huge army of unemployed
in the 'bantustans'.
This huge, starving re-
serve army of unemployed
is used to keep the wages
of workers as low as
possible, and to control
the labour force on the
mines. For instance, if
miners go on strike for
higher wages, they can
easily be fired and re-
placed by others from

1 1 [l
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employed. Skin colour
determines whether a
person can find work and
live in the cities. The
object of this evil sys-
tem is to control and
exploit the working
People who are
willing to work are le-
gally prevented from do-
ing so, and from living
with their  families.
Heavy state spending on
the army, police, insti-
tutions of repression
and the homeland system,

have meant less money
for investment in job
creation.

MILLIONS WITHOUT WORK
In conclusion, it is
noteworthy that even
ruling class economists
have admitted that unem-
ployment cannot be
solved within a racist/
capitalist system. At
present over three
million,workers (includ-

ing 100 000 so-called
'whites') are  unem=
ployed. It is
conservatively estimated
that before the year
2000, millions more

would be PERMANENTLY un-
employed - the economic
system would not be able
to create ANY employment
for workers. This is a
chilling and horrible
prospect.

In our next article
will look at the
sponses of the South
African working class
and its organisations to
the question of unem

ployment.

, we
re-
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We lower our flags for Comrade Benjamin Moloise, a freedom fighter hanged at
Pretoria Central on 18 October 1985, and three Azapo comrades, Julie Verden,
Themba Buthelezi and Siva Chetty (all from Natal) who died in a car crash on
10 October 1985. We will remember all our martyrs ; they have not given their

lives in wvain.

IMiners

Strike  Support

Committee]

The NUM Strike Support Committee was formed to support the miners on strike. It
is comprised of different organisations, individuals and trade unions. Action
Youth is part of this committee and has done a great deal in support work for
the miners. To date, the Support Committee has printed and distributed
T-shirts, pamphlets and stickers, provided medical and legal help, assisted
with transpert and held numerous cultural events to highlight the mine workers
struggle and to generate funds.

Action

Youth's

Cultural

Evening]

Action Youth held a cultural evening at the Bosmont Hotel on 13'h A“ﬁ'
Attendance was good with close to 200 pecple present. This, despite people
being invited a mere three days before the event. The evening went very well -
a film on Chile was shown and material relating to Chile distributed. There was
also music and poetry which was received by an appreciative audience,
Participation from the floor was enthusiastic and criticism was invited. In the
end there was agreement by all present that cultural evenings of this nature
should be encouraged and held on a regular basis.

The banning of
COSAS is a blow to the
student movement. , We
recognise the blow dealt
to COSAS as an injury to
all oppressed students.
We are firm in our belief
that students will con-
tinue to fight for a free
and democratic A=zania.
The banning of the PAC
and the ANC did not si-
lence the resistance of
our people against op-
pression and exploita-

Bannin of COSAS

cation system for all -
from resisting the re-
pressive and desperate

measures of this
apartheid / capitalist
regime, and from

mobilising students into
democratic structures
and furthering the
struggle for the day
when the working people
of this country shall
gOVern.

It is important that all

Avtion Youth rejects the
PFP, Buthulezi and
collaborators' plan to
sell out the movement of
our students, parents
and workers around a ne-
gotiating table, We
fully support Nelson
Mandela's affirmative
statement that the time
for a National Conven-
tion has long passed,
that we will not sit down
with the oppressors and
exploiters to negotiate
our freedom. Now, more

tion. student organisations

Likewise, the banning of reject direction which than ever before, stu-

COSAS will not deter propagate negotiation dents need to build

students from continuing with the oppressors. their  SRCs, parent-

to demand a unified edu- teacher - student asso-=
ciations, and involve
themselves in community
organisations.

Death

of

comrade POKELA]

On 30 June 1985 Comrade
Pokela, chairperson of
the Pan Africanist Con-
gress of Azania, passed
away at Parienyatwa Hos-
pital, Zimbabwe, after a
short illness. He had
had problems with his
chest from his days of
detention after he had
been kidnapped in the

then Protectorate of
Basutoland by the secu-
rity police of South
Africa.

He was given a state -
assisted funeral. The
Prime Minister of
Zimbabwe, Robert Mugabe
was there, as were Vice
Premier Simon Muzenda,

members of the ZANU (PF)

Politbure «and cabinet
ministers. Members of
APDUSA - Tabata and

Honono, BCM president -
Mangena, ANC and SWAPO
representatives in
Harare were all there.
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A basic problem for
women 1is that of in-
volvement in the strug-
gle, Working class women
are potentially more
reyvolutionary than men
and 4are certainly more
militant. Ours is a
problem of feeding large
families, of making ends
meet, of keeping a home

together against incred-
ible odds.

110 eeation

Women's position in so-
ciety will not change
automatically afser the
revolution, as can be
seen in countries which
have had revolutions al-
ready. In fact, the lib-
eration of women is a
fundamental necessity of
the revolution and not
an issue that should be
pushed to the sidelines
because of the mistaken
belief that it will de-
flect from the main pur-
pose of national
liberation or radical
social transformation.

If we are committed to
changing the society we
live in, we must start
with our own lives -
where oppressive laws do
not have to determine
the quality of our re-
lationships ; where
there is nothing to dic-
tate our actions. Rev-
olutionary ideas must
become a part of our
thinking and committment
to life and other peo-
ple. Paying lip - ser-

vice to non = sexism is
enough nor
tﬂkenlsm Selected

L )

WOMENS'

Revolution means change
at the deepest level. A
committment is needed
from both men and women
to rectify the position
of women ifh society at a
grassroots level = in
the realm of private
lives first, then of so-
ciety in general.

shaaglag
?eclely

The present organisation
of the family holds
women in bondage both
physically and
psychologically. Her
actions are dictated
since childhood.

The legal structure of
society must be altered
as well as our ideas on
sexuality. The nature of
work for the accumu-
lation of profit ( of
which women are the
worst victims either di-
rectly or indirectly )
must be changed radi-
cally to benefit all hu-
man beings.This means
changing society at its
most fundamental level
and which would go much
deeper than the elimi-
nation of exploitation
at the workplace.
People's  consciousness
has to be changed so that
they mnot only identify

exploitation at the
workplace, but cease to
be exploiters and

oppressors of women.

As an organising idea,
women's liberation has
to be seen as a revo-
lution within a
revolution.As stated

before,even a socialist
revolution does not by

necessity change women's
status as it could
change control of the
means of production,for
example.

Attitudes of men towards
women and the acceptance
of a subservient role by
women is a result of
psychological condition-
ing of a lifetime and of
many generations. This
conditioning has to be
eroded not only in the-
ory but alse in PRAC-
TICE.

etgamioanion

The question now arises
as to whether women have
to organise independ-
ently - so that in an
organised form they can
guarantee that freedom
for women is not neg-
lected - or whether they
have to fight alongside
men - where in the proc-
ess of struggle they can
change both themselves
and their male comrades.
Divisions have obvious
and not-so-cbvious dan-
gers, but the ideals of
the new society must be
promoted and advanced in
the form of practical
struggles.If this is ac-
cepted as a practical
precondition,then the
struggle for the freedom
of women will not be
subsumed in the general
struggle.

We have to guard against
the situation where af-
ter liberation, women |,
some of whom were ac-
tively engaged in the
liberation movement .
are forced back into
subservient roles as
housewives .mothers,etc.We
can optain countless ex-
amples of this from rev-
olutions that have taken
place.

Women's liberation
should encompass a revo-
lution for women' s

equality, participatory
democracy and an assur-
ance that the interests
of the working class re-
main paramount , in or-
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The Popular Democmis |
hava Enn”ar token
up Hhe werkers' cause
- Fahmida Isaacs 18Byrs, a student
I \ at Nivana High who lived in
¢ - Riverlea died tragically with
_ her father in a car accident on
Ora doy, in alliance the 26th of October. Fahmida
mﬂi !:ug business was a close friend of some
L ans TN Action Youth members and active
in the Inter High School Co-
( [ Jr ordinating Committee in 1984.
; We will remember her. The
N, struggle continues.
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intnrnntlnﬂal struggles

number 4

Twelve years ago on 1l
September 1973, the
Chilean Popular Unity
Government under Presi-
dent Salvador Allende,
was overthrown by a mil-
itary coup. Allende him-

self was murdered and as §

many as 50 JOO0 Chilean
socialists, communists,
trade unionists, vouth,
workers, and peasants
were tortured and
killed. This bloody coup
was led by General
Pinochet and supported
by American imperialism,
the Chilean army and the

Chilean bourgeoisie. 'q‘-]ff

In this article we try
and answer the
questions: Who comprised

the Popular Untiy Gov-
ernment’ ﬁhy was the
military takeover suc-
cessful? Most  impor-
tantly, what lessons

does this trﬂEic_episude

in the history of inter-
national resistance to
oppression and exploita-

tion hold for our strug-
131& in Azania?

POPULAR __ UNITY

The Popular Unity (UP)
government was dominated
by the Socialist Party
(SP) and the Communist
Party (CP). Both had
considerable support
among the working class
and the  youth.

The SP was founded in
1933 by Salvador
Allende, amongst
others.The party was
founded because social-
ists felt that the CP was
incapable of responding
to the needs of the
Chilean working class.
The SP represented an
attempt to build a work-
ing - class party based
on Marxism., but not un-
der the domination of
the Soviet Union.

The CP was since the late

FOCUS ON

it participated i
government of right -
wing Radical Party
leader, Gonzales Videla.
The CP excused this par-
ticipation by quoting
the pre - election rhet-
oric of Videla, which
promised the working
masses everything that
they wanted in addition
to the moon. But the
Radical Party as a major
bourgeois party could
not in any way serve the
interests of the working
class. Videla used the
CP support to contain
the rising working class
upsurge (there were
three CP leaders in

Videla's cabinet) and
when this task was com-
pleted , he banned the
CP and unleashed a fero-
cious repression against
the workers.

ALLENDE

The UP was elected in
1970. Salvador Allende
was elected President on
the basis of a minority
vote. The Chilean
bourgeoisie could not
agree on one candidate
and instead, put two in

GENERAL
PINOCHET

But the UP was in a mi-
nority and dependent on
Christian Democratic
support. In order for
Allende to be confirmed
in office, he had to give
certain guarantees to
Parliament, which were
embedded in the consti-
tution and which gave an
undertaking that the UP
would not destroy the
system of liberal democ-
racy and the state appa-
ratus.

MIR

—

This compromise was
strongly attacked by the
MIR ( revolutionary left
movement not part of the
UP ) and the SP vyouth.
Both groups contended
that to achieve office
under these conditions
would be 1like putting
one's head on the chop-
ping block. The over-
whelming majority of the
UP, however, supported
the concessions as tac-
tical' and Allende as-
sumed power in November
1970.

The first year of the UP
saw the Allende adminis-
cration carrying out a
number of important re-
forms as had been prom-
ised in the 1) 3
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programme .

Certainly,
there can be no doubt
that many of these meas-
ures were immensely pop-
ular with the oppressed
strata of Chilean Soci-
ety and that it had made

a big impact. Beginning
with the free distrib-
ution of half a litre
milk for all children, a
number of new laws were
passed to increase and
develop the existing so-
cial services, a ceiling
was placed on all gov-
ernment salaries, poli-
tical prisoners  wer

released, and the rio

police was disbanded.
NATIONALISATION
Major nationalisatio

was also begun. In man
cases, workers occupie
factories thus forcin
the UP government t
nationalise them in or
der to maintain pro
duction. This upset th
Chilean bourgeoisie an
imperialism. In spite o
the CP's attempts a
trying to reach agree-
ment with the Christia
Democrats and the
bourgeoisie, the UP as
whole was forced to give
in to some of the demands
of the militant working
class. If they did not,
large sections of the
working class would have
moved to the MIR and the
revolutionary left in
gnn&rﬂl.

The UP was in a dilemma
- it could not satisfy
imperialism by contain-
ing the mass movement

and neither was it able
to satisfy the hopes and
aspirations which its
victory had aroused in
the broad working class
and peasant masses. Why
was this the case? Fidel
Castro expressed it
clearly in his speech on
Chile in Havana on 28
September 1973 : "In the
first place there was an
intact bourgeois appara-
tus. There were armed
forced that called them-
selves apolitical, in-
stitutional, that is
apparently neutral in
the revolutionary proc-
ess. There was the
bourgeois parliament
where a majority of mem-
bers jumped to the tune
of the ruling classes.
There was a judicial
system which was com-
pletely subservient to
the reactionaries."”
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The key problem, there-
fore, was how to smash
the state apparatus of
the bourgeoisie.

There was a complete
failure to understand
the nature of the
Chilean army and its
functions. There was a
failure to see that the
creation of an alterna-
tive apparatus based on

the workers and peasants
was of vital importance
if the bourgeocisie was
going to be defeated.

BOURGEOISIE
By the autumn of 1972,

the bourgecisie  had
mounted its offensive.
It went on strike
against the UP Within a
roads were
blocked, production
centres were abandoned,
and transport was with-
drawn. Faced with the
life and death question
of the organisation of
production and distrib-
ution, the working class
developed those
organsisations by which
it could organise activ-
ities itself - the Con-
dones Industriales (
local workers action
committees )

week,

The owners strike saw
their development as an
apparatus existing
alongside the state, and
capable of <taking on
more and more of the
functions of the state
and the ruling class. It
was this increasing
radicalisation that was
posing problems for the
right - wing inside the
UP (i.e. the CP and the
SP right), who wanted to
return to the
bourgeoisie the facto-
ries taken over by the

workers during the
"strike of the
bourgeoisie’.

DILEMMA
Faced ?}ﬁuing in=
flation, the public
workers staged a strike

for higher wages. The
government branded them
as 'agents of the right'
, like those who took
part in the illegal oc-
cupations of the facto-
ries and the land. The

left SP paper
wrote : "It is us or the
rich... There is going
to be another bosses'
strike, and the govern-

ment is handing back the
plants to the fascists
el
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CONTINUED

so that they can make
another try... Either
the drones are going to
leave the honeycomb or
they will come back to
rule the country with
blood and fire. The big
problem is that we are
in the plants and we are
not going to give them
back. The government
said for us to make those
plants produce, and we
did, and now we are not
going to give them back.
What is the government
going to do? Shoot us?
They didn't drive the
rich out of the enclaves
where they were holding
the trucks. Are they go-
ing to drive us govern-
ment = supporters out of
the plants? What a di-
lemma, Companero
Presidente!"

The dilemma was answered
by the UP : The leading
naval and military
chiefs were brought into
the cabinet in an at-
tempt to create stabil-
ity and no doubt 'unify
the nation’!

WORKERS DEFEND

On 29 June 1973, a coup
was attempted. The most
important  feature of
this abortive coup was
the reaction it aroused
in the working class.
Factory occupations and
a strengthening of the
Cordones Industriales
greeted the abortive up-
rising. Defence commit-
tees were strengthened
and partially armed.
However, it is important
to note that the Chilean
Workers' Uniem (CUT) ,
dominated by the SP and
CP, did not call a gen-
eral strike and prepare
the workers for strug-

gle. While some inde-
pendent initiatives
outflanked the trade un-
jon and CP leaders, they
were few and far be-
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tween. Nearly a million
workers marched on the
evening of 29 June and
demanded that Allende
dissolve parliament and
execute the plotters.
This was not done. The
government adopted a
fatalistic attitude cou-
pled with a naive belief
in the armed forces.

COuUP

On 11 September, the
Chilean military with
the backing of all the
ruling parties of the
rich and the fascists,
launched a coup d' etat.
At the Moneda Palace,
Salvador Allende refused
to surrender or resign
and chose to fight. His
last message, dictated
as he was firing at the
attackers was : "That is
how we write the first
page of this history. My
people and Latin America
will write the rest." A
few minutes later he was
machine = gunned to
death.

CHILE TODAY
Today,Chile shows all
the symptoms of a soci-
ety in terminal decay.
Home lessness has now
reached a staggering one
third of the population.
There are three or four
families living in one
small shack. Diseases
such as typhoid that
were supposedly
eradicated at the end of
the last century have
re-appeared. There has
even been an outbreak of
gangrene in the hospi-

tals. In the shanty
towns, the level of pov-
erty has reached tremen-
dous proportions.
Unemployment among the
youth sometimes reaches
90% in certain areas.
The willingness to
struggle by the workers
and youth in Chile con-
tinues. Very often
barricades are set up,
and demonstrations oc-
cur. In the past year,
750 000 people have been
arrested.

LESSONS

The fatal mistake the UP
made was to believe that

socialism could be
brought about through
parliament. The old

state machinery = in
particular the army -
was left intact when the
UP came into power. In-
dependent workers'
organisations were dis-
couraged. Thus when the
rich and powerful in
Chile felt that
Allende's reforms had
gone far  enough, a
vestive military was
ready to unleash the
bloodbath of 11 Septem-
ber 1973.

In our country, people
under the guise of a
broad anti - apartheid
front are leaving the
door open to an alliance
with sections of the
bourgecisie. We have
seen the treachery of
the capitalists over and
over again. Let us not
also learn the hard way!
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"words are like
money.They can easily be
counterfeited.We must

distinguish the true
ones from the false."

The recent debate caused
by the terms
'non-racialism’ and
'anti-racism' in the new
trade union federation
unity talks has prompted
the writing of this ar-
ticle. We emphasise from
the outset that we be-
lieve that the words or
terms used are not as
important as the poli-
tical content® that is
given to them and the
practical manner in
which they are imple-
mented.

Those organisations
within the liberation
movement who used to put
forward the view that
South Africa is a
'multi-racial’ country
composed of four 'races'
no longer do so for the
the same reasons as the
conservative and liberal
ruling-class theorists.
They have begun to speak
more and more of build-
ing a 'non-racial’ South
Africa. The term
'non-racial’ however,
has a multiplicity of
interpretations and has
been widely wused by
organisations in the
broad liberatory move-
ment. On the one hand,
an organisation like the
UDF, purporting to be

i '

non-racial’, ASsSerts
the existence of four
so-called 'races’ or

'nations' and actually
organises on an ethnic
basis, hence

TIC,NIC,etc.It has be-
come fashionable to in-
tone the words 'a
non-racial democratic
South Africa’ as a kind
of open sesame that per-
mits one to enter the
'hallowed' portals of

the ‘progressive demo-
cratic  movement'. It
would thus be correct to
say that the the two
terms, 'non-racial’' and
"multi-racial’ could be
said to be synonomous.
On the other hand, the
term 'non-racial’ is
also used by
organisations like SACOS
for example, whose in-
terpretation is accepta-
ble in that it involves
the total rejection of
the concept 'race', de-
nies the existence of
"races' and in turn op-
poses all
actions,practices and
policies based on the
concept of 'race’.

It is clear then that if
in practise and in
theory,we believe that
South Africa is inhab-
ited by four so-called
'races', we are still
trapped in
multi-racialism and thus
in racialism.We make it
clear that we believe in
the existence of only
one race = the human
race.

Non-racialism, meaning
the denial of the exist-
ence of 'race', leads on
to anti-racism which
goes bevond this in that
it not only involves the
denial of 'race', but
also opposes the capi-
talist structures for
the perpetuation of
which the ideology and
theory of 'race' exist.
In other words, we are
living in an
exploitative society and
apartheid or racism ex-
ists merely to enhance
greater exploitation.

There are, however, cer-
tain organisations in
the liberation movement
who view the concept
'anti-racism' as being
exclusively black i.e.

that the struggle for
liberation can only be
waged by black people
(in the South African
context, black people
are those who are poli-
tically, economically
and socially oppressed).
Anti-racism is clearly
not the equivalent of
black and serious dan-
gers are posed by 'black
exclusivity' in that it
focuses primarily on na-
tional oppression. Class
exploitation which is at
the root of the system,
is not given the prior-
ity it deserves. It is
not correct to say that
all blacks are workers,
similarly it is not cor-
rect to say that all
whites are oppressors.

However, one CANNOT ig-
nore national oppression
in our country. The re-
ality is that we do
presently have a system
of racial capitalism,
and that the majority of
workers are black. It is
also a reality that the
majority of white work-
ers in the country do
have a vested interest
in the status quo and as
such, cannot be viewed
as allies of the revolu-
tionary working class in
the short or medium
term.

Thus when we emphasise
the leadership of the
black working class, we
are merely relating to
the most oppressed and
exploited sector of the
working class. By virtue
of their class and na-
tional positien, they
are the class who have
the most to gain and the
least to lose in a so-=
cialist revolution.
This is why they must be
the vanguard of the
struggle, and not for
any romantic or racist
reasons.




or Susan van Wyk,a twenty-one year old factory worker killed
by a shotgun Dblast fired by a soldier in Kasselsvlei Road,

Bellville,Cape Town - August 1985.

ARISElvaKA

They are not only roots

beneath the bleoodstained stones,

not only do their poor demolished bones
definitively till the soil,

but their mouths still bite dry rock
and attack like granite mountains,and still
their upraised fists deny death

COUNTRY
STRUGGL

ARLSED /WUKA

is an initialive by warrk | ng,
uncaployed and student youth
residing in Soweto, Lennajs,
Eldorado Park, Riverles,
Bosmornt and Fordsburg.

Their lives and pride remain:
Her laughter flashed in the sweaty 'workﬂhn-ﬂ
Her steps going to work e
sounded at my side each day

I have seen her heart flame with fire

ARLSEL/YURA and energy.

Is the newspaper ol ACTION YOUTH. 1 "i

the principles of ACTIUH YOUTH
are: anti = racism

There is in our hearts so much mourning and
so0 much death

oty ::.',:[,'::”E;“ that it is like a forest | SI.JEan van Wyk
mnl o collaboration drenched by the blood that killed our sister s smiles.

raramsuntey of working-class
interest and {deas
demac raLlc criticiam - sell=criticj

ACTION TOUMH parbicipatés in the
Nationnl Forus.

Put aside

your mantles of mourning, join all

your tears until you make them metal:
for there we strike by day and by night,
there we kick by day and by night,

ARLSEL/ A until the doors of hatred fall!

in ite coverage and annlysis

will focus on the actual strug-

gles taking place inside

Sowth Africa, to all the organ-
lrationa of the people, sl indepen=
dent black trmde wnivas <hich

ore leading the strugglez™n

our Country we give pur criti-

And you the carrion crow,the murderers,the carriers of miser
and wholesale merchants who peddle grief,
Jackals that the jackal would spurn,

gal swpport,

ARISEISVUEA

while Tocusing its coverage
mainly on South Alrica never-
theless pives Sppport o ihe
nationa]l and clasa atruggles

in Grenada, Bl Savador, Eritres
Mfaleatine, Poland, Namilbva,
Guyeno and al! niher strugglea
of oppressed and exploited
peoples, and givefcritibal san-
pert to Cuba, Nicaragun, Angnl

Hozambigue, Fimbabue @i
all other thiird sworld countries
in which [he r1||:i||g parT-iEi"
ATE rng.‘i:m] in the process ol

sociclist reconstruction.

ARISE! /WULA

believes support [or us
mugl be critical in or-
der ir he meaningful and
construckive,

Ed us

stones that the dry thistle would bite spitting,
vipers that vipers would abhor!

Facing you I have seen the blood
of Azania rise up

to drown you in a single wave

of pride and knives.

Look at our dilapidated homes

look at our broken lives

from each raging house comes burning metal

instead of flowers

from each dead child comes a gun with eyes,

from each crime are born bullets that will one day seek in you
where the heart lies

You have dared to ruffle
my sister's hair
You will pay!
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