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SELF-DETEREIINATION OR WHITE PATE:ITALIZH

" The Azanian Revolution has a rich historical experie-
nce, yet, there has been & dismal failure on the part of
some of %haae who claim to be ean the front ranks to learn
from past errorsy to grasp the historical circumstances
and peculiarities of our unique situations; and, to make
a proper analysis, in order to carry the revolution
through to the end. Pifty years in the life of any organisa-
tion is a long time, fifty years of futile struggle..

"pzania News", with a lucidity of thought *het was
rare in the ranks of our liberation movement before the
emergence of the Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (S.A.),
has produced an article: "Conflict in Valies in South
Africa: The White “Left” at Work', which we reproduce in
its entirety in this issue. '

Writing on the colonial question in his preface %o
Franz Panon s "The Wretched of the Earth"” Jean-Paul Sartre
notes:; "The European elite undertook to manufacture s
native elite. They picked out promising adolescents; they
branded them, as with a red-hot iron, with the principles
of western culture; they stuffed their mouths full of
high-sounding phrases, grand glutinous words that stuck
to the teeth, After a short stay in the mother country
they sent them home, white-washed, These walking lies had
nothing left fto say to their brothers; they only echoed.®

Thig has been the demise of certain sections of
African Yleadership". The emergence of PAC provoked a
venomous tirade of attacks from the udovernment. The fascists
wanted the heads of PAC leadership on a silver platters;
the white “Left” was even mere strident in its attack of
these "extremists"y of course "rezsonable African leadera"
out-gsettlered the settlers in condemning the P.A.C., their
Chief even recieved the Nobel Peace Prize to show distinc—
tion between his policies and PAC policies.

We would like to explain that there is a fallacy that
we are oppressed because of our colour when overwhelimg

evidence proves that colour prejudice is a by-product of
capitalism. In our situation racial discrimination is a
convenient tool for econonic exploitation which leads to
political oppression and must be explained through social*
degradation. In South Africa European origin has been glo=
rified as high-pedigree stock in human development; this
virus of racial arrogance has tainted all Europeans with
vested interests, as the following article will show.

The earliest colonisers of our country were the Dutéh
through the Dutch Eest India Company. During the Reforma-
tions the I'rench Huguenots and other European protestants
came to settle in our country running awsy from the wrath
of the Catholic Church. These earlier settlers became a
strong closely knit community that soon became rich from
dispossessing Africgns of their land and livestock.

Slavery was the base of economic labeur. They evolved a dise
tinct culture and language -~ Afrikaans — and are the main
group in the present ruling Hationalist Party.

After the defeat of Napoleon our country was ceded to
the British, At this time, because of the Industriel Revo-
lution which necessitated skilled vorkers as oppesed to
disinterested slaves, the British initiated a movement for
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the Preedem of the Slaves. nte, no philanthropic conside- °
rations motivated this but higher econonic relations - capi—
talisnr - and this was called British liberalism, The
Afrikaner community resisted the Preedom of ©the Slaves move-
ment, eventually moving into the hinterland to escape
Brlti31 authority, where it founded two Boer (Afrikaner)
republics of the Orange Rliver and the Transvaal.

Gold and diamonds were struck in these republics
towards the end of the last century, the British moved to
annex -hem, mainly because of the mineral discoveries. A
war wa3 fought between the British and the Afrikaners (The
Anglo-Toer War: 1899-1902). These two capitalist forces
fought a capitalist war amongst themselves for capitalist
gains this had nothing to dn with the African people whom
both s*ctiuna agreed on their segregation and oppressgion.
The country was rich in resources, minerals underneath,
vegeta:ion and beasts above tngatﬂer with tools - tnnls
with volces that would do the labour for the colonists - °
the Aficans, The Afrikeaners were virulent in their opsre-
ssion «.nd the British mixed eppression with paternalism,
hence }'reference of the latter "nicerm Rpreaaur by some

African "leaders", Te us, they are tweedledum and tweedle-
dee, birds of a faather.

The British settlers, because of the imperialist ad-
vantage afforded them eariier by their mother cnuntny
became richer, They control the mines and indust tha :
Afrikarers feel robbed in the sharing of the spoi 5 when,
they ccntend, were the ones that opened up #bush cuuntry‘
as a cocnsequence, there has been perrenial quarrelling
between the two sections. The British speaking have always
sought to enlist the help of the Africans, to use them for
gaining hegemony over the Afrikaners, Faillure to grasp

this contradiction between the two wolves for the economic
bone by some African"leaders” brought the African people
many political woes until the emergence of PAC in 1959. But
fifty y=ars of struggle had gone to waste,

Th: white "left" in South Africa mainly sprang from the
British economic faction, The "liberal", the liissionary,
the spuesdo-communist factions of the white iilefti all have

a stake in the economic pie, Unfortunately some African
"leadarﬂ“ mouth their phreses.

Heve. and R.E. Simons, in their mnnumental work,
Class und Colour in South Africam, record that a laading
icommunist", Bunting, "came to the conclusion that the
getting for a auccasaful revolution was not yet present
becauge of the “extreme backwardness and widespread apathy
of the rative masses’.% The Executive Gnmmittee of the
Communist International, on the other hand, in 1927
adopted, on South Africa, "The right of aalf-determinatiun
through thé complete overthrow of capitalism and imperial
domination," it further "asserted in effect the principle
of Africa for Africans: their full freedom, equality with
all other races, and the right to govern Africa?, The
book records that Bunting, in a fourteen-page document
rejected the "native republic’ slogan , he supnosed, was
based on Lenin‘s famous thesis on the colonies adopted in
1920..! Bunting criticised the slogan, and in doing so
challenged the thesis itselfw,

The book asks: "Did this mean that the whites were
more powerful, or more aware of issues, or merely rnore
vocal? Oa this occasion, at least, Bunting ignored their
political backwardness and fiarce rejection of radical
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change. He also underrated the political sense of Africens
and their capaecity to influenoe the ccurse of events. Hils
emotional reaction indicated that, as in 1922, he tended
to equate worker‘s power with white povwer, and refused to
credit the possibility of majority African rule.®

We quote the above challenginﬁathe suedo—-communists
on their own turf, to show what we have a ways repeated;

1) that they are psuedo-communists who have opposed Lenin
on national liberation movements} 2) that they are contémp-
tuous of the African and hope to lead by remote control;
and, 3) that they reject the African people”’s right to

rule themselves. The writers of the above quoted book once’
belonged to the Communist Party of South Africa. We unders—
tand why they left it, These psuedp-communists have heen
likened to O Neil ‘s Hugo Kalmer wht said: "I love the
proletariat, I vill lead them. I vill be like a Gott to
them., They vill be my slaves.in®

The unity of views of the MissiAnary, liberal and

psuedo-~-communist factions towards the crimiral intention

of PAC to have Africans rule themselves influenced certain
governments and institutisns, The Soviet Union andother
East European countries (except Albania) have been taken

in by the bare lies of the Cemmunist Party of South Africa
to a_point where, they believe, we want to drive the white
man “into the sea’, and that when writings eppear under our
names, someone else must have done it for us because we )
are not capable, The Afro-Asian People ‘s Selidarity Organi-
sation (AAPSO), unfortunately, fell victim to the tirade of

lies and abuse against PAC, Pressures were also applied
against it. |

- Since April, 1969, AAPSO coined a new term, "authentic
organisations", meaning those that have Soviet backing
regardless of the massive support, the anti-imperialist
nature and the militant combativeness of those that are

excluded, supposedly because they are notvauthentic", what-
ever that means.,

Over a number of years PAC energetically sought member-
ship in AAPSO. An Ad-Hoc Commission on this question in 1965,
found a ruse to block PAC membership "despite its milita-
ting basis and its anti-~imperialist line of action®, quoting
from the Commissions own report, Our pens have run dry, our
type-writer ribbons refitted tryin% the impossitle, as far
as our experience teaches us. The term "authentic organisa-
tionsis even an unfortunate choice of words as every
African revolutionary worker knows, The American CTA-backed
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU)
also once spoke of "authentic trade unions" in its fight

against the All African Trade Union Pederation (AATUF).
Does the coincidence of terms have any significance? We
leave that to history to answer,

Of immediate concern to us is the splittist nature
of this appelation Yauthentic organisations' and attendant
activities. The fact that there is more than one organisa-
tion in many dependent territories has its own historical
background, as the following article clearly shows. The
h1istorical necessity is for the organisations to gravitate
towards each other, break the outside influences that stifle
their normal development, and, unite all sections of the" ‘
people., AAPSO cannot wish the existence of some organisa-
tions away. This runs against the spirit of the Organisation
of African Unity (OAU) and all revolutionary theory and
practice. This is what has earned AAPSO ignominy.
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COIIFLICT Ik VALULS IN SOUTH AFRICA

The White "TLeft" At Work

from AZANIA MNEWS

The cruclal differences in the liberation movement
of cur country must be seen in their proper perspective.
The people of our country are very clear about what is
wrong in their society. Their differences arise over how
to correct what is wrong, That is where the burden and _
predicament of material interest lies. Everyone is élaiming
his pound of flesh, like the old Merchant of Venics,
without the possible loss of a gingle drop of blood. To-
understand the matter correctly, we should remove some
of the great misconceptions about the political situation
in that country.

‘To begin with, apartheid or separate development, is
nQt the exclusive policy of the present MNationalist "
regime under the leadership of Balthazar Johannes Vorster,
or of the Boer (Afrikaner) section of the white cﬂmmunitﬂ
in that country. All se¢tions of the "Eurdpeans"” jin Sout
Afri¢a, be they British, American, German, French, Japa-
nese, Hungarian, Russian, Czech, Italian, Nordic or
Lebanese, have contributed or continue to contribute
their share to the practice of oppression, exploitation,
humiliation, persecution and the abomination that is
apartheld in the life of tie African people. These facts’
are fully well-knovn and cannot be denied, but a conside-
rable amount of propaganda hHas beéen mounted to divert
attention frem the real issues of the matter. This decep-
tion has even infiltrated tHe ranks of the liberation
movement itself through the 'sympathetict Priends of the
revolution and these in our ranks who champion their cause.:

Every revolution, no matter where it is fough% out,
must take spheres of influence into account, and ours is

no exception to the rule, especially that imperialism has

80 entrenched itself 1n %hat part of the Continent. A -
book by John Laurence, The Seeds of Disaster, deals quite
adequately with the part of the Government and the Afrikaner
Hatgunaliat propaganda which it rightly condemns autright.
It attaches more importance t6 what the author calls "the
most respectable of the anti-South African pamphlets®,
which give a horrifying picture of police brutality and
white savagery. We use it extensivley also to show certain
trends, but we cannot allow our people to be taken in by

it. We return to the point that the present regime and

the Boers are not the only exponents of apartheid and
exploitation,

We have warned over and over again that there are
individuals and organisations who are seemingly in the
fore-front of the struggle of our people for national
liberation and sociel emancipation, but whose identifiable
activities are, to our mind, inimical to the bes* interests
of that struggia. This is vhy our liberation movement
speaks in a multiplicity of voices and has become a tower
of babel., We isolated this point at the very foundation °
of our organisation. We warned that the deys o7 *lo domi-
nation of Africa by Europeans were numbered and even in
South Africa the writing was glaringly on the wall for
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those of our European rulers who had eyes to see and to
to decipher the message.

We pointed out that there was nho room in any way and
in any part of Africa for those non-indigenous peoples
who deny the indigenous population its fundamental right.
to shape 1¥s own material and spiritual interests effec-
tively. We emphesised that South Africa, which is an integ-
ral part of the African Continent, is the inalienable he-
ritage of the African people and its effective control is
their undoubted and unquestionable birthright,

hen the international community thinks of the poli-
tlcal situation in our country in recent years, what
looms high in its imagination is the utterly brutal *
klllings of men, women and children at Sharpeville, Langa,
Evaton and Bephelong on March 21, 1960. People %aink of
the political crisis that led to a financial erisis and
the loss of profits that led to shooting of Prime Minister
Verwoerd. They think of apartheid, of race prejudice and
race discriminatisn and of pelice brutali=;.

But the oppressed peeple cf Azania think of the cam-
palgn of positive action for the abclition of the pass
lawgs they think of the greatest march in our history
that brought the city of Cape Town to a standstill nine
days after the brutal shootings when political bankruptcy
thought that our people were in disarray. They remember
the martyra of those hectic epic days in our history with
national pride, and look forward to the annual occasion to
rededicate themselves anew to the struggle for which the
heroes died.

However, there are other people inside and outside
our country who did not like the effects of +that campaign
and would hate to see its repetition. By the nature of its
policies, the P,A,C. has attracted to itself powerful and -
cunning enemies which have a vested interest in South Afri-
can private property. Diverse and conflicting as these |
interests may be, the enemies of determined decolonisatisn
are unlted in their desire to mislead and misdirect the
struggle of the people for national liberation and social
liberation, Their prinecipal weapon is to decieve and divide

our people while pretending to be their friends. Such is
the role of the agent provocateur.

The implications are quite clear. We should therefore
look olosely into the case of the individuals who have taken
it upon themselves to villify the militant performance of
our peorle and to cast aspersions upon their political
motives. We must know what they stand for and their role
in the national liberation movement of our country. It is
not our intention to nuge this analysis as a criticism of
the African National Congress. What we are ghowing is that
the alleged ideological differences between the ANC and
the PAC have always been contrived and intensified by the
internal enemies of the African revolution, whose primary -
motive is t6 misdirect our struggle for their own purposesg.
In the main, the differences are mainly organisational.,
These are, to enlist Charles Dickens support, the Bumbles
and the Iagins of the liberation movement. And there are
gentlemen with white waistcoats also amomg them, @wvan the
Beadles are there,

seeeseedH/ORGANISATION
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ORGANISATTONAYT, DIFFLRuNCES

The organisational differences ars inevitable and un—
avoildable because we find some of She great enemies of the
revolution within the liberation m-vement itself; enemies
by effect if nct by intent, and ncie often than not, by
intent,

In an earlier issue, we published. Alan Paton’s letter
to Daphne lasekela. lir. Paton complained that the exponents
of "black consclousness" regardec white liberals as their
true enemies inspite nf.the fact that the Vorster regime
bans, restricts and imprissans liberaly for political reasons,
We pointed out to ¥Mr, Paton and his liberal tribe that the
white man“s predicament in Africe was noti of our making oxr
liking, and that in any case, waile we make-a distinction’
between black consciousness and national ccgnsciousnegs, -our
own feeling is that black consciousness is a reaction to
liberal paternalism., We of course detest both, the former’
as a ghetto and gutfter ideology and the latter as an ideo-
logy of "grinning friends"™ in the exaerny camp in the South
African pelitical situation, Bo’h ere enemies by effect,’
no matter how well-intentioned they mey be in their poli-
tical setting.

‘However, the so-called ideclogicel differences between
the P,A,C, and the A.N.C. are superficizlly manipulated.
The people whn have contrived these diffexrences, which on
occasion have grown inte rabid hegtility, are the great
enemies ef our revolution bty contrivance as well as by
effect., We discevered and exposed thess menruevres and
eontrivances almost twenty years egc, andfcalled all sorts
af ugly and derogatory names for tha%, We pointed out that
waur people had always declared themselves for complete
freedom; that they are unflinchingly determined--to-wrest
control of their country from alien aands; that they are
determined to exercisn that most funiamental of human
rights, the inalienable right nf indigenous peoples to
shape and determine thelr own destiny es they wish, unmoe
lested, unhampered and unregstricted, :

The reaction of the enemies within our ranks, "the
Europeans who love us,” was sharp and unmistakable. They
raved and ranted. Fire spat out of their mouths rapidly and
rabidly. In their panic and malice, they took the gloves
off and fought with their bere kruckles, They raved mad
over our "racial hysterics®; branded us with the mantle
of a "menace to white society"; they failed to hide their
bitter hatred of "POQO ‘s anarchistic murders," and "the
kind of terrorism we have always 3ouzat to- prevent.tt
even went out to Moscow in June 1369 and told the woxrld
that they had conclusive evidence to show thet the PoA,C,
was formed with the assistance, and at vhe behest, of the
United States Central Intelligence Agsncy, The insult ta
the P,A.C. may be excused. Tae feelinzs c¢f the African
people. who look up to it far leadership are unpredictabhle.

We pointed out unequivocally, and unambiguously, ana
enphatieally, that because of the activities 6f a sectien
of the leadership of the white ruling clagses, "the Euro-
peans who love us", who had wormed their way into the
rankg of the liberation movement, the brosd masses of our
people were in the extreme danger of Y%eing decicved into
losing gight of the objectives of our strvggle, and that
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a portion of the black "leadership", which -fought =and
brought division among us 1in the employ of these '
sympathetic friends" heéd completely abandoned the objecti-
ve of freedom, and could no longer be regarded as being
within the ranks of the liberation movement. It was our
considered opinion that such black "leadership" was
incredibly naive and fantestically unrealistic to realise
that the interests of the subject African peoples were
in sharp conflict and pointed contradiction with those "
of the white ruling classes, That black "leadershipaéce-
pted white domination, minus its frills and trappings,
and called it multi-racialism, AR
The present ruling class under Varster ‘s leadership
calls it multi-netionalism, Beth ‘groups raapactivaly 360
virtue in their deceptive phraseelegy. One€xnemy is within,
and the other is without. The African people are imperti-
nently asked to align themselves with the "lesser eviln
and accept its sympathetic leadership. What an affrant?
What an outrage? What a betrayal] .

THE BUMSLES AND FAGINS

Writing in %The New African", Mathew Nkoana made
the point that year after year a torrent of abuse comes
off the world ‘s printing presses directed against the
Pan Africanist Congress of South Africa., It has built up
into the most pernicious literature that eny liberation
movement has had to contend with anywhere in Africa,
barring perhaps the Mau ijau, buffeted on all sides by
"friends” and foe glike, Tsing the sophisticated tools
of half-truth concdted out of garhled versions of PAC
policy statements and reinforced by an occasional blatant
1lié and a plethera of inferences and insinuations, the
so-called South African white "Left" has over the years
assiduously contructed an arsenal for counter-revolutionary
ideological warfare. What is their motive? Nkoana hastens
to reply: What does the intention matter, if the effeet is
the same; to impede the revolution?

Mathew Nkeana describes Renald Segal ‘s book, INTO
EXILE, as "highly slanted reporting and personal comment,
Not only is Segal, in his own words, unashamedly partisan,
he is also fiqrceiy hostile to the P,A.C. His consuming
hatred of the P.A.C. has led him to some shocking excesses
in his book. ‘T had never had a moments sympathy, ° Segal
says, ‘with the aims and activities of the Africanists,
Their whole movement was inspired by a black hysteria,,.
The Anti-Indian bigotry, which reverberated through so
many Africanist articles and speeches, had reaclied its
flaming ¢limax years before in the Durban riots; when
Africans, 1n an explosion of hatred and despair, had -
turned from the well-protected whites to the helpless
Indians of the city, killing end burning’. " Nkoana
correctly points out that there was no group known as
the Africanists in 1949, let alone Africanist speeches
and articles, and adds, "of course Segal doés not claim °
that there was either, not in so many words, at any rate,
but no one reading that passage can gain any impression
other'than that the Africanists were possessed of the same
‘anti~Indian bigotry “which led to the ‘killing and bupyning, <
{gggyearﬂ before the P,A.C. came into being on April 5,

i '

For the "aenti-Indian" charge, Segal has nothing
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better to offer by way of evidence than the P.A.C. ideolo-
gical distrust of the Indian merchant class, and for f
"black hysteria", when he is not adducing completely mis-

leading evidence as in the case of the Durban riots,

1l offers the foll sge from the P. . ToO
gg%iunnbnnference: “Sggaﬁ%e da?ivareg a long fﬁaure%?Eal

disquisition to the conference at his opening session, .
but his Exﬂmglﬁ was not rigorously followed, Three clergy-
men decorated the platform, and in prayers and addresses,
they attacked “the hooligans of Europe who killed our God
and have never been convicted, * while cheers greeted the
salute to a “black man, Simon of Arabia, who cerried Jesus
from the cross .M

In dismissing these racialist overtones, Nkoana tells
Segal, "To me politics is a matter of interest, both mate-
rial ‘and spiritual, and all social evils, including racia=
lism, can have their roots traced to a conflict of intere-
gts, This is a position taken in all P.A.C, basic documents,
and as expounded by PAC President Sobukwe in his inaugural .
address on the non-racialigt approach of the Africanists .
as follows:- “The Africanists take the view that there is
only one race to which we all belong, and that is the ’
human race, In our vocabulary, thersfnre, the word ‘race,
ag applied %0 man, has no plural form. We do, however,
admit the existence of observable physical differences
between the various groups of people, but these differences
are caused by a number of factors, chief among which has
been geographical isolation.

" ‘In Africa, the myth of race has been propounded
and propagated by the colonialists and imperialists from
Europe, in order to facilitate and justify the inhuman
exploitation of the indigenous  people of the land. It is
from this myth of race with all its attendant claims of
cultural superiority that the doetrine of white supremacy
stems...,Let me close the discussion of "this topic by :
declaring, on behalf of the Africanists, that with UNESCO,
we hold that “every man is his brother‘s keeper./ For i
every man is a plece of the Continent, a part of the main,
because he is involved in mankind, ” :

"This is the aspect of the declared philosophy of PAC,"
concludes Nkoana,-"that is never discussed but is simply
waved aside by the ‘critics; to whom it seems, the essence
of non-racialism is its organisational form." He could
have added that according to the PAC Manifesto, "the
African people are neither racists nor racialists, and -
they unreservedly condemn all formg of racialism, inclue
ding multi-racialism, They do not nurse any crude hatred:
for European peoples, but they do cherish a deep detestaw
tion for the Herrenvolk system.?

"What these people do n~t seem ever to ask themselves,"
pays Nkoana, "is what the various organisations exis% -
for. If an'organisation exists <for the business of making
revolution, its raw meterial is readily found in the
African community, the most under—privileged section of
the population., What could be more logical than that suéh
an organisation should be anchored, and anchored firmly
in the African masges? How can that be called racialism?"

Great pla¥ has been made by, among others, Jegal,
to 1llustrate the supposed anti-Indian and ant{-white
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attitudes of the Africanists, In his book, Sszal reproduced
a garbled version of an zrticle by Peter Raboroko which
had been published by Segzl himself in "pfrica South" at
the beginning of 1960, ¥koana refers to z +ii:l part of
that article which Segal omits in his quotation of it.
Raboroko commented on the Congress Alliance and its
"Freedom Charter!’ to showv that cooperation with members
of the waite ruling class end Indian merchant class in
the revolution was not fezasible and could only result in
the betrayal of the strugzle., Raboroko said: "To them the
magster and the slave, the exploiter and the exploited, the
degrader and the degraded, are all equals. To them indi-
genous African nationals =nd immigrant Europeen nations, -
the dispossessed and their dispossessers, are all country-
men, For them the progressive and the reactionary, the
African subject and his foreign overlord, tne African

netionalist and the colonialist ar white supremacist;
the liberationist and the collaborationist, are all ﬁrdtharﬂ“.

ilkoana points out that Segal suppresusa2s the dialecti-~
cal logic of Raborvko“s tiought process which proceeds t6
show that "the problem of the synthesis of Coposites can-
not be resolved by the wave of gsmagic wand. It is only
after all these sets of anti-the¢al categories have been
duly reconciled, that we can reach the final categories-
of equals, countrymen and brothers, which betray no ins<-
tability. Such reconciliation is possible only in Africa-
nism, tne final synthesis which is defined as the social
force which upholds the meterial and spiritual inferests
of the individual." And tris for us is elementary.

MENACE TO WIITE SOCIETY

Brian Bunting is the son of Sydney Buanting, a member
of the Communist Party of Zouth Africa, and former member
~of Parliament who represented "ijetive interests® in the
Reichstag in Cape Town, He says in his booix that "the
close of 1962 witnessed the emergence of a new menace to
white South Africa, the organisation known as P0QO and
‘believed “(our emphasis) to be the outcrop of the banned
Pan Africanist Congress, The South African police held it
responsible for the murder cf three policemen in Langa, '
eight murders of African and "Colovred” informers in Paarl,
the murder of a headman in the Transkeil, the attempted
murder of the government stooge, Chief Kaizer Matanzima,
and worst of all, a séries of attacks on whites., All these
crimes", says Bunting, "and a number of othars, were placed
at the door of POQO, and sent a shiver of fear through white
South Africa, The police triemselves pointed out that, wheree .
a8 the banned African Natiornzl Congress went in for
finely~-planned acts of sabotage in which the object was
not the taking of lives, PGJC directed its attacks againsgt
the white community as a whole,®

‘This point of view is supported by Mary Benson in her
book, The Struggle For A Birthright, She tells of"POQO ‘s
anarchistic murders™ and reports that in numerous trials
evidence was led of a planned uprising against whites. We
ghall return to her presently.

Peter Raboroko, Secretary for Education in the PAC
National Executive Committee a2t its foundation, analysed
the role of lir, Abraham Fiucher in our revolu*ion, aad
traced his political pedigree.
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"Unbending Bram#, wrote Raboroko, "was a grand-son
of the Prime lMinister of the Orange River Colony,: an
allegedly ex-Boer republic which had become a Sritish
colony. His father was Judge-President.of the Orange
Free State division of the Supreme Court, and Bram him-
self was advocate of the Supreme Court ®f South Africa.
In both social origin and social status; Bram Fischer was

a part of the fascist colonialist regime and a pillar ef

the establishment. Both tended to tell against his loyaltly
to the cause of liberation. '

"iir. Fischer, by his owvn account, jesined the Communist
Party of South Africa (¢PSA) in 1940, and subsequently
roge to the rank of leader of the South African Communist
Party, the direct linear descendent of the C.P.S.A. which
digolved itself in 1950 before the Suppression of Communism
Act enacted to outlaw it ceme into effect. The CPSA had
¢laimed to be the representative of the entire working
clasg of South Africa, Bram Fischer told the Pretoria
Supreme Court that he had joined the CPSA when it had

already been standing. in favour of non-Eurcoean rights
for twenty-years.

"Mr, I"ischer told the court that he had been brought
up on a South African farm where whites were masters, He
had studied the theory of segregation and accepted that _
whites were magters in South Africa. One night in his life,
however, he wad placed in a situation where he had to .
ghake hands with an African., This required an enormous
effort of will on:his part. He spent hours afterwards
worrying about this strange revulsion and came to under-
gtand that colour prejudice was a whoally irrational phenow
menaon. ,

"Finally, Mri Fischer came round to the crucial point.-
‘I hold, and have held for many years,” he painfully explai-
ned, “the view that our problems in South Africa can on
be solved without violence through & system of ilarxism,
He had written to the court earlier, pointing out that
‘40 try to avoid bloodshed and civil war becomes a supreme
duty, particularly for an Afrikaner, because it is largely
the representatives of my fellow Afrikaners who have beeén

responsible for the worst of these discriminatory laws”,"

, The'tragedimnf the South African situation, ubﬂervxd
Raboroko, was §imply that many allegedly progressive white
liberdls and intellectuals are not succeeding to pass the
crucial test of outgrowing the racist envinronment of their
gocial origin as members of that regime and their social
status as pillars of the establishment, This/what we cal
the white man“s predicament in Africa, /is '

It was in t&asa circumstances that PFischer, holding
the dual Titles eof leader of the working class in South
Africa and protector of the sectional interests of his
Afrikaner people, referred to "the Bashee River murders
and the Paarl riots as just the kind of terrsrism that -
we have always sought to prevent," gignifying the rejec-
tion by the South African Communist Party of armed stru.
ggle ag a weapon of revolution., Bram Fischer cited the’
people’s revolts in Zeerust, Sekhukhuniland, Warmbaths,
Durban, Zululand, Pondoland and Witzileshoek "as 2 pre-
lude to violence in its most dangerous form.n
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On the contrary, a black Communist, Govan Tbeki,
in his book, "The Peasants” Revolt?, sayss "African
peasants have a long history of resistance to oppression,
They know what is to be crushed by the armed forces of
the whites, to be imprisoned without trial, banished to
desolate parts of the country and banned from normal
gocial contact.

"Since the enforcement of the HNationalist Party s
policies by harsh and frequently violent means, peasant
resigtance has been widespread and organised. Africans
have registed forcible removal from their homes +to new
territory. They have opposed the imposition of Bantu
Authorities, the extension of passes to women, and schemes
for renabllitation and re-allocation of land.

nBetween 1946 and 1962, peasant risings have been
provoked in Witzieshoek on Lesotho ‘s border; in liarico
Just south of Botswana; in Sekhukhuniland in the North
West Transvaal; in Zululand on the Natal south coast,
and throughout the Transkei, especially Pondoland, They
have-been suppressed with brutal force."

Which of the two is the voice nf-fhe CPSA, the
voice of reformist condemnation as represented by Bram °
Fischer or that of revolutionary encouragement as repre-~

sented by Govan lbeki? We have to look elsewhere for our
answer, | -

According to an anelysis prepared by the Unity Movee
ment of South Africa, entitled "The Growth of Political
Consciousness in the South African Liberation Struggle,!
one of the documents exhibited at the Rivonia Trial in
1964 and defined as the minutes of a meeting of the Cen-
tral Committee of the CPSA in 1961 was able to say: "Over
the last decade the Communist Party has time and again
proved itself to be the core and sole of the resistance
movement in South Africa.,...the main content of the S.4A.
democratic revolution, as formulated in our draft programme,
1s the natlonal liberation of the African people and the
organmisation which epitomises and represents this struggle
is the ANC, the natiornal organ of the African people.n

We tried to show, in an earlier article, that the.
CPSA considered itself as the ideological leader of the
Congress Alliance, The 1961 minutes of its Central Commi-
ttee quoted above declared the failure of the Congress
Alljance and attributed it to the fact that “"the Fational
Consultative Committee of the Congresses turned itgself"
into a policy-making body instead of an advisory board.
The Congress Alliance was never meant to be a federabdien
but a united front in'which edch organisation was free °
EE follow its own policy. I' was not itself an organisaw

on," - ‘

The Unity Movement goes on to say that the "CP3A was
only interested in the restoration of normal democratic
conditions in which it might return to legality and thus
be able t0 propagate its views, organise the workers, and
in the ripeness of time, lead %he socialist revolution,
There was never any intention on the part of the CP3A te
allow the Africans to sieze power under the leadership of
the ANC...That is the special prerogative of the CPSh.,,..
So when the CPSA speaks in this document of the need ts

s o e s ll/strengthen



- 1]l -

gtrengthen the bonds of unity between the CPSA and four"
progressive organisations and the masses of the people,

it is not for the purpose of an armed iasurracition. Even
the creation of Umkhonto We Sizwe was intended to provoke
violent incidents &s an additional form af pressure on_the
white electorate to unseat Verwoerd at the election polls
in favour of the less fascistic United Party, and thus
wean the African masses away from the path of revolution.

npt the Rivonia Trizl in April 1964, Welter Sisulu
pointed sut in his evidence that right up to 1962, the
African National Congress practiced the policy of nobn-
violence., When the sabotage campaign was launcaned 1n
December, 1961, “the ANC decided it could not undertake a
violent struggle, tut allowed its members to take part in
acts of sabotage,...some senior members of the ANC, however,
offered to give responsible leadership to the campaign.,the
ANC took no part in sabotage acts or in recruiting people
for military training.”

"elson Mandela, on the other hand,” according to the
analysis, "speaking from the Lock at the same trial, sald
that he had come to the conclusion in June, 1961, that as
violence was inevitable, it was wrong and unrealistic for
African leaders to coantinue with the policy of non-violence
when the government met our demands with violence, This
decision was not easily made but was adopted because (1) it
did not involve loss of life, (2) it was heped it would
impose a heavy drain »n the economy of the country scarring
away foreign capital so zz to force the voters to change
their allegiance, and (3) would draw world attention to
South Africa. Mr. Mandela concluded his philosophy by poine
ting out that strict instructions had been given to the sabs-
teurs not to kill people, while an spen rebellion would eoffex
the government boundless opportunities for action against

our people. Guerrillas were trained in case they became
necessary.

"Who then", asks the Unity Movement, "was résponsible
for the formation of “Umkhonto We Sizwe’ in 1961, when in
1962 the ANC was still pledged to a policy of non-violence?
When both Mandela ard Sisulu clearly pointed out that the
ANC had nothing to do with the formation of it? The answer
to the riddle is contained in the 1961 secret CPSA document,
In a section entitled ‘The New Line ofy Congress‘, the document
states that the ANC has finally discared the policy of none
violence, The masses are not aware of the new line, and so
is the African National Congress, because it has preached
non-violence for all the years of its existence. Therefore,
the ANC must announce and campaign for its new line among
the masses, because the revolutionary African workers, peasants
and intellectuals will not fight for and defend Congress |
leadership, since it will have no confidence in its ability
to conquer the armed forces of Verwoerd, and also because
they (Congress leadership) cannot succeed unless they enjoy
the support of the majority section.

"The document firally makes a remarkable appeal: All
sections of the democratic movement should fully understand
and appreciate this need, 2:d cooperate in seeing that,
particularly in free Africa, both in theory and practice, (4+)
comes forward and is accepted as the recognised spokesman
of the entire democratic movement in the country.®

eseesl2/This
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This appeal, presumably, was intrnded to correct the
gituation discovered by the Central Committee af the CPSA
and reflected in its minutes ovexr the failure of the Con-
gress Alliance, "the other reason of which was that the
African people saw the AMC as being subject to outside
domination and not® truly a national and African organisa-
tion in that it allowed its policy to be decided by non-
Africans,™ k * . -

INTEINATICHAL REPERCUSSIONS
—— e ——

The divisive work of the white "[,eft" .as I'koana
pointed out has had a lecal, continental and international
repercussions, "I have never been under "any:illusions
about the incalculable harm which thig anti~.PAC c¢ampaign
could do in the sensitive sphere of werld opinion,"
observes lkoana, "and have attempted te ceuntar some of
its deleterious effects, But in my wildest: fears I could
never have imagined anything approaching the real damage
that 1s being wrought until I read Professor Pierre van
den Bergh‘s beok, Seuth Africd: A SEEQE in Cenflict. The

rofessor does not cleim more than sSome madicum oi prisr
gamiliarity with South African eonditions’., The real :
tragedy is that it should be possible for-an erudite pro-
fessor, in an otherwise penetrating study, to deliver
himself of the kind of diatribe that is found here. The
answer lies somewhere in his extensive bibliography.

"In thé chapter entitled “Conflicts: The Non-White
Opposition”, van den Berghe deals with political attitudes
among Africans, Indians and so-called Coloureds. His mate-
rial and presentation of ‘facis‘bear striking similari-
ties to Leo Kuper”s An African Bsurgeolsle, and Segal‘s
Into Exile. I believe 1t 1s SEE&ITQEEGGE more than any
other to which the professor surned feor his material on
the P,A.C. and a less qualified source can hardly be
imagined. “The Pan African(ist) Congress is militantly
anti-Indien, anti-European and anti-Coloured, inspite ef
declarations to the contrary.” '

"Van den Berghe offers net g tittle of evidence for
this serious charge, nor does he give any idea what the
‘declarations to the contrary’ are. This is a gerious
lapse of scholarship which is not mitigated by the fact
that he has been taken for a ride by Ronald Segal."

We have no room here to shew more of this, but pro-
fegssor van den Berghe is not the only one who was led
agstray by the former editor of "Africa South"

THE LIBERAL FACTION

Mr. Segal has a political companion in Mary Benson,
Both belong to the liberal fait:k and s*tand for merchant
democracy. They are opposed to certain glaring consequences
of the"South African way of life", They have been persecu-
ted for this, of course, and this qualified them for their
"magnanimous” association with the liberation movement. '
These ideas and their distinctive influence are widely ad-
vertised and vividly illustrated in their ewn writings, °

and so we come to South Africa: The Struggle for a Birthe

We can only deal with ene zsnect o? 2ry Benson’s
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work here. The struggle of our people hes msny mercenaries,
and ilary Ienson, regretably, is one such person. She is
employed to keep the purse strings of Zritish Colonialism
end American imperialism open to the charms of Christian
cararity and white paternalism. She must also see to it
that the cash goes into t-e deserving hands of ner owm

ciioice, ‘the western pnnnnd]nviﬂf world has been led into
helieving that the anti-apartheid struggiv 1o +hc ebruasle

of the oppressed and exploited Africans, It has yet to
awaken to the fact that anti-apartheid is the struggle of
certain vested interegts which seek the brawn of revolt

and resistance of the Africean people to help them over-
throw tne Natlionalist Party =2nd get either the United Farty
or the Progressive Party iato power in South Africa, with
Alan Paton’s now defunct Liberal Party lurking in the
shadows, for a form of coclifion with the AIC or Congress
Alliance.

Jiary 3enson”’s book is nezative, biased and politicelly
defective, It seeks primeiily to re-assure the colonial
beneficiaries of apartheild thet the struggle is not loat
yet. The author has mzay fzlse things to say about PAC,
at home and abroad, and goes out of her way to distort
universally known facts and dates in favour of the ANC
without realising the harm that this does without reali-
zing the harm that this does to the autonomous integrity
of that organisation. Of the activists of the liberation
movement which she is supposed to be writing about, she °
says, "...the picture hes “ecome one of terrified, dispi-
rited people, terrified of the security police, deadening
the atmosphere in the courts with their hopelessness in
the face of the law, Why have so few risen’'in court to
make a2 positive assertion of their beliefs, an avowal
that what they did was honourable.....?"

The motive is unmistakable, That is the type of
gtatement that hits the world headlines and works like
magic in the money markets., Zut she rounds up her personal
commitment to the revolution beautifully. "Here and now,
inside South Africa, dare we indulge even in a flicker of
hope? ¥hat a huge boost in faith we need...faith that,
somehow good will prevail..,..Africans will win the rights
of their birth..." She has no part in the fight. Zer faith
and hope are for something else, and thet is the thing
for waich she castigates the P.A.C. and humours theé ANC,
helping to divide the Africar people and to incite, ‘
mislead and confuse the worldwide friends of their revolu-
tion. |

THE MISSIOLARY FACTION

what is the role of the Church in racist South
Africa? In nis "Researcies in South Africa®, the Rev,
John Phillip of the London :'issionery Society wrcte:
"ilssionery stations are the most efficient agents which
can be employed to promote ti:e internal strength of our
colonies, and the cheapest and hest military posts a
government ‘can employ...There is not a single instance
of a tribe, thus enjoying the labour of a missionary,
making war against the colunists, either to injure their
persons or to deprive them of their property.” The Church
in our country is the descendent of the missionary sta-
tion, and wields & great deeal cf power and influence
ingide and outside the country. 3ome events in its inter-
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nal activites warrant exzminatien,

. Speaking at the Anglican Consultative Conference
in Limuru, Kenya, on February 25, 1971, Archbishop
R.S. Taylor, of Cape Town, said that the action of the
Viorld Council of Chuorches to give financial support to
tiie liberatlon movement in Seuthern Africa was a matter
of great consternation to the white people of South
Africa. Its obvious encouragement to violence could only
lead to more violence, presumably on the part of either
the racist government or the white people. In the Arch-
bishop “s opinion the World Council of Churches seemed to
identify with those organisations which were trying to
change the sociz2l order -y force, in other words, instead
of those who are maintairg it by force. The Archhishop
believes that the stage has not been reached when revolu-

tionary violence should become tie method of self-defence
against reactionary wviolence.

A1l past minority racist governments in South Africa
have invariably maintained themselves in power by violence.
/e do notl propose to supply the statistics relevant .to
the issue, as these are fully known to .the Archbishop
and the Church. In the past, the Church has repeatedly
said that it is working to create the changes which will
bring about a different attitude in human relations, and
that this can be achleved, as the Archbishsp teld his
ILimuru audience. In other words, the Church is working

hard to improve the slave position of the African people
in their own country.

As fer as we are aware the most conspicuous role
the Church has played has been to dreg its feet, shouting
and gesticulating nervously from the distance. Those
members of theChurch ruling class who became more arti- -
culate have had their wings clipped, and those who remain
behind are fearing for their lives, That is why they often
force themselves to speck sgainst the liveration move-
ment. When the brutalised suggest historical methods of
change, the ruling class in the Church is always the
first to criticise and condemn, in other words, to speak
out for racism even though it preaches against it.

Anyhow, this is how we look at what the Archbishep
told his audience thousands of miles away in Kenya. VYhat
he did not tell it was that right there in his diocese
in the city of Cape Town, there is a white charitable
organisation whose activities are e matter of great consde
ternation to the African peonle, The Western Cape il0zam.
bique/Angola Soldiers” Comforts Fund gives material aid
to the Portuguese mercenary forces which are murdering
the African people of Angola and iiozambique in cold bleod
for their bid to liberate tliemselves from the yoke
of Portuzuese colonialisn.

According to an article in #"Provincia de Angola,

of TPebruary 22, 1971, three days hefore the Archhishops
speech, the Cape Town body sends, every two months,
material worth 5,000 rand or 2,500 pounds sterling. This
body is one of two organisations that form the movement'
that gives material help to maintain Fortuguese coloniae
lism in Africa, The other is the 'Tozenhique/Angola
Fighting Soldiers” Comfort Fund based in Durban, which *
hag, according to the report, contrihuted two ambulance.
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planes each costing 25,027 rand or 12,500 pounds sterling.
The Durban body has already contributed 100,000 pounds to
the cause,

Its leader, a ilrs, Hanssen and her zroup of techni-
cians specialise in supplying medical eguipment, and
intend to set up a first-aid centre where seriously
wounded Portuguese soldiers from the front lines could
gpend at least 24 hours before they are taken away to
hospital by helicopter, Se far 31 such pieces of equip-
ment, costing 2,50C pounds each, have been set up.

And yet right there in the city of Durban, proéminent
Churchmen, including Alan Paton, the famous au&har, and
Catholic Archbishop Hurley, have come together to form a
Committee of Clemency. whose task is to organise national
prayers for clemency for all prisoners, including those
detained or restricted for political reasons. That is
what the Church can do identify with the brutalised, when
it is not finding fault with them. We can only hopé that
the Churci would measure, on the scale of balances, what
its members and ruling classes do in practice to support
oppressive regimes against its lip-service to the cause
of the oppressed,

It does not appear petty on the part of those who
envy the freedom fighters the peanuts that are being dis-
tributed by the World Council of Churches compered to- |
the large sums of money and purposeful material distribu—
ted from the diocesan cihties of Durban and Cape Town.
This is not saying enythins zbout what is distributed in
Rhodesia and other places., The ruling cless in the Church
and others who criticise the World Council of Churches °
for its support of the non-nilitary aspect of the libera—
tion movement are silent on this and similar issues.

It would appear to us that, if the Church in racist
South Africa has any material role to play in the life of
the African people, then it cannot continue to peddle
pacifism in the face of racist devilry and banditry agalnst
us. I¥ can not expect us to be enthusiastic over its red-
cross role of providing verbel balm to soothe the festering
wounds of those who have been brutalised by members of
the Church in the indifferent presence of the Church.
Indeed those who are not with us are against us. No good
man can remain silent in the face of evil, but to regard

the resistance of evil as evil, is to stand on the side
of evil,

I¥ would appear also that the racist Church is quite
unaware of the source of thousands of religious sects in
the country who have rebelled against the apartheid Church,
or the millions who have nothing to do with it because
of its callous indifference to tae suffering of the African

people, or its atitempt to water down the p2ople ‘g resis-
tance to tyranny.

The ruling class of the racist church in South Africa
is a strong pillar of the present Iigtablishment and a
component part of the institutions that make up the
system of government followed in that country., It is an -
accomplice in the bgditry that is apartheid. It is a smi-
ling enemy of our people, It is not any different from j
the rest of the racist fascist genvlenen who are im powsr,
and together, they make wounds in our hearts, these men,
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"the reformist position thoroughly describes the poli-
tical position of the Communist Party of South Africa. It
explains its cempaign of wvillification against the P.A.C.
at home and sbroad, Abrem Pischer, leader of *:e CPSA was
gsentenced to life imrpisonment in the Pretoria Supreme
Court in Harch 1966, “for preparing to overthrow the
South African government by violence’. Fischer’s speech
summarises tiie metheds of the CPSA. But did his crushing
life sentence justify the faith he had in the government
that they would play the game according to the rules and
finally sit down with his Party in perfect unity to listen
to the voice of reason, and then make provision for a -
peaceful transition to democratic rule? lLiore concretely,
did the ends of his Party justify the means? Did those
meansg not lead further and further away from the ends
they had in mind? '

Wit is this complete dislocation between ends and means
that is the essential tragedy of the story of Pischer and
the CPSA. For running like & red thread through CPSA policy
is their willingness to accomodate the rulers at every '
turn, to the extent of watering down the liberation progia-
mme, s0 that they can become amenable to the idea of sha-
ring power with the oppressed. Zy accepting the agsumptions
and resuppositions of the ruling class, Fischer and the
CPSA met them unarmed on their battlefield - their own
“reasoning in the teeth of opposition - and became cap-
tives of their special morelity. In consequence, their
political ends receded and became more obscure as the means
of attaining them became more ineffectual. None of this is

of the making of the P.,A.C., but a scape-goat had to be
found,"

We have already indicated what the Chairman of the
CPSA said in Moscow in June 1969. However, the most devas-
tating effect of this campaign is the attitude of the
Soviet Union towards PAC. It follows the line of the CPSA
and consistently opposes and speaks derogatively of PAC in
intfernational forums at the behest of the CPSA.

From 1963 onwards the Soviet Union opposed the P.A.C.
application for membership of the Afro-Asian People’s '
Solidarity Organisation and associated hodies on ground that
PAC does not exist, or if it does, the handful of persons
who call themselves its leaders, exist for the purpose of
undermining the national liberation struggle in South Afriea.
The Soviet Union has accordingly nsed ifs powerful influence
in the socialist world, particularly in Eastern Europe, Cuba
and Algeria, to poison the attitude towards, end the rela-
tiong with, the P.A.C.

This opposition was maintained at Algiers in 1964, a%t
Winneba, Ghana, in 1965, at the Tri-Continental conference
in Havana in 1966 where the Soviet delegation confidently
stated that tie AiiC was the only organisation of the Africans
in the liberation movement of that country, at Ticosia in
1967, where the P,A.C, became signatory to the "Nicosgia
Declaration”, which declared “"for the people of Africa and -
Agia to know that the arch-collezborztor of J.S. imperialism,
the Soviet revisionists, are frantically engzaged in man-
oeuvres to destroy the revolutionary unity of the peoples
of Africa and Asia." The British newspaper “The Guardian®
reported on July 19, 1969, that “Radio lioscow chose the
week before tihe OAU Summit meeting in Algiers to launch a
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"The reformist position thoroughly describes the poli-
tical position of the Communist Party of 3South Africa. It
explains its cempaign of villification against the P.A.C.
at home and gbroad, Abrem Fischer, leader of “ie CPSA was
sentenced to life imrpisonment in the Pretoria Suprems
Court in HMarch 1966, “for preparing to overthrow the
South African government by violence’., Fischer’s speech
sumnarises the methcds of the OPSA. But did his crushing
life sentence justify the faith he had in the government
that they would play the game according to the rules and
finally sit down with hig Party in perfect unity to listen
to the voice of reason, and then make provision for a
peaceful transition to democratic rule? Hore concretely,
did the ends of his Party justify the means? Did those
meang not lead further and further away from the ends
they had in mind? |

"It is This complete dislocation between ends and means
that is the essential tragedy of the story of Fischer and
.the CPSA. For running like & red thread through CPSA policy
is their willingness to accomodate the rulers at every '
turn, to the extent of watering down the liberation progira~
mme, s0 that they cen become amenable to .the idea of sha-
ring power with the oppressed. 3y accepting the assumptions
and resuppositions of the ruling class, Fischer and the
CPSA met them unarmed on their battlefield -~ their own -
‘reasoning“ in the teeth of opposition — and became cap-
tives of their special morality. In congsequence, their
political ends receded end became more obscure as the means
of attaining them became more ineffectual. None of this is

of the making of the P,A.C., but a scape-goat had to be
found,"

We have already indicated what the Chairmsn of the
CPSA said in IMoscow in June 1969. However, the most devag-
tating effect of this campaign is the attitude of the
Soviet Union towards PAC. It follows the line of the CPSA
and consistently opposes and speaks derogatively of PAC in
international forums at the behest of the CPSA.

From 1963 onwards the Soviet Union opposed the P.A.C.
application for membership of the Afro-Asian People ‘s
Solidarity Organisation and associated hodies on ground that
PAC does not exist, or if it does, the handful of persons
who call themselves its leaders, exist for the purpose of
undermining the national liberation struggle in South Afriea.
The Soviet Union has accordingly nsed its powerful influence
in the socialist world, particularly in Eastern Europe, Cuba
and Algeria, to poison the attitude towards, and the rela-
tions with, the P.A.C.

This opposition was maintained at Algiers in 1964, at
Winneba, CGhana, in 1965, at the Tri-Continental conference
in Havana in 1966 where the Soviet delegation confidently
stated that tlie AiiC was the only organisation of the Africans
in the liberation movement of that country, et Ticosia in
1967, where the P,A.C. became signatory to the "Nicosia
Declaration”, which declared "for the people of Africa and *
Asie to know that the arch-colleborsztor of I.S. imperialism,
the Soviet revisionists, are frantically engaged in man-
oeuvres to desiroy the revolutionary unity of the peoples
of Africa and Asia." The British newspaper “The Guardian"
reported on July 19, 1969, that “Radio loscow chose the
week before the OAU Summit meeting in Algiers to launch a
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scathing attack on tae rzu Africanist Congress, waich it
said was gullty of blaci chzauvinism", This is the language
of the Communist Party of South Africa. A PAC supporter

in Soutz Africa took the risk of writing to "Azania iews®
througn the post after tie ‘icosia meeting., Ye felt we
should tell "the 3oviet Union and its sateliites to go to
blazeg'.,

In Octover, 1966, uader Soviet auspices a seminar was
organised on “Africa: ational and Social Revolutioni,
African revolutionary movements, some of vhonm were zctually
not only engaged in armed struggle, but which also enjoyed
congiderable popular support in their respective countries,
were deliberately exclucded from participation in the 3Semi-
nar, /e were painfully reninded of the Berlin Conference
of yestler years which balkanised Africa ito create spieres
of influence for the imperialist powers. A Soviet nrofessor
advocated gradual transformation of dependent socieiies
over a number of decades to enable the Africen revoluiion
to proceed along a non-canitalist path through peaceful
means. By ruling out the use of revolutionary violence in
advance, much a2s Dritish imperialism did in Rhodesia, we
saw this Soviet move as seekinz to disarm Africa ‘s revolu-
tionary struggle and giving imperialism the unhampered
right to employ counter-revolutionary violence against the

liberation movements and the emergent and emergingz African
States,

ile warned tvhet the liher=tion movement of our conti-
nent should exercise vigilance against being unnecessgarily
divided within itself. Three years later, in January, 1969,
a conference held on Africen scil introduced in*> the ranks:
of the liberation movement the spuricus policy of what wes
called "authentic orgarisationsi’, ageiun under Soviet spon-
gorship. Ve saw this as an attempt to converl pairiotic
movements into puppet organisaticns, but the irony is that
some of the movements concerned actually fell for that bdit
of green cheese and consider themselves as qualified to

judge as to who should lead the people of fraternal terri-
tories.

Ve have the feeling that the Soviet Union is badly
migled atout the Africen people, and.in its agsessment of
the integrity of the CPSA it should ponder the 1928 reso-
lution of the IExecutive Committee of the Communist Interna-
tional on the South African situation,

IDEOLOCICAL DIFFERENCES

We must point out finally that we have irreconcilable
ideological differences with the white "Left" in South
Africa and the world-wide anti-apartheid net—work which 1is
under its thumb and is being used unwittingly on the part
of certain sections within it {0 conciliate our revolution,
But, of course, our mzin strugzle is in South Africa, where
our people will decide their cim fate, regardless of the
interests of uthers, Characteristic of these dif‘erences
wag the letter of our Liaison 02f4icer withk the Defence and
Ald Tund in 1967, Darney Leszi, who pointed out to Dennis
Brutus in his capacity as "Director of the Defence and Aid
Campaign for the Release of 3outh African Politicael Priso-
ners", that "it appears that the general aims of ihe present
campaign had become settled as a wesult of your eerlier
discusuiors with a gection of %he onth Africen Liberatioh
iovement in London, and that the ¥,L.7. having been consule
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ted at the tail end, was presented with fait accompli....
The way the present campaign has got off the ground has’
not been very re-assuring in view of the sectioral consul-
tations that have taken place...I can only easg:uxc that you
were badly advised for it is certainly too early for you
to forget that the P,A.C. has thousands of prisoners of
congcience 3 that they have representatives wio can speak
from garaunal experience about conditions in jail, and
that they have their nwn independent message %o the world.

"For example our position with regard to the improve-
ment of jail conditions is clearly different Trom that of
your campaign. We reject such a demand on political grounds,
viz, we do not accept the moral validity of the white man‘s
lawg nor the machinery for enforcing them are impassioned
by the violence on human dignity. Dare we then ask the
guatiliers for moderation in this violenceg

"It is-our fervent hope that out of the candour of
thlis letter wlll come a new understanding and durable co-
operation which ‘should stand ug to the tremendous demands

m

that the revolution in Azenia imposes on all our compatriots
of conscience." |

Barney Desai brought up in his letter one singular
point which must be made here. Throughout the years, the
representatives of PAC have recievdd shabby treatment and
material assistance from Defence and Aid International,
both at home and abroad, because of its almost exclusive
"flooding” with members of the South African white #ILeft®
and other members or supporters of the "Congress Alliance:,
with the result that we have to'dig out*t whatever indiffe-
rent assistance our people recieve from this organisation.
We have posted our stoutest "diggers" to London.with little
avail hence Desai‘s reminder to Dennis Brutus: ‘"Perhaps you
are not aware that the Chairman of the Defence and Aid,
Canon Collins, for whom we have a high regard £nd. respect,
has had to declare from time to time that he considered
the Defence and Aid Fund a servant of the Iiberation liove-
ments, and that it would always be:guided in its activity
by the wishea of both the PsA.C. and the A.N.C.

When the leader of PAC was transferred from Robben
Island’ to the mainland, the Communist Party made a state-
nent that is characteristic of its contemptuous attitude
towards PAC and the African people, It said it warmly weél-
comed the recent long overdue relecse of ¥r, R. Sobukwe, six
yearg-after his term of three years imprisonment had expired,
though he would remain under 12 hours house arrest and is’
restricted to kimberley. "Perhaps’, went on the statement,
ithe fascist government was hoping that by this release of
a minor political prisoner, head of a break-away organisa-
tion which had long been discredited and has disintegrated,
it would blind the world to the terrible plight of thkose
thousands who still remain in its jails, under house arrest
end other forms of lawless restriction, It hopec to present
a totally false image of & more ‘enlightened ‘and “liberal”
turn in its policy™,

The Communist Party of South Africa has, no doubt, a
phenomenal integrity, though this cannot in any way affect
Sobukwe”s national stature, Minor political prisoner as he
is by CPSA standards, racist Minister of Justice, Petrus
Pelser, had this to say of Sobukwe: "We must reslise that

sse0020/he is
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he i8 not an ordinzry person, he is a leader, a man who
had the entire country in a turmoil within the space of

& few moaths...The powers that seek our downfall are :
gathering their forces to destrny us, and are at this mo-
ment aggiduously lookiag for a star to give lustre to _
thelr nefarious schemes.,.:.Can it now be reasonably expected
of me, willingly and with the knowledge at my disposal,
to play into their hands and give them the oprortunity

to rally =round the man who, they believe. can mobilise
them and »ring about the unity which will eventuzlly

lead to our downfall?:

lecently, the racist ilinister of the Interior was
forced to grant Sobukwe an exit permit to leave South
Africa for good, just as much as the leaders of the CPSA
have done. In the case of Sebukwe, however, the Ninister
of Justice refused to relax Sobukwe ‘s banning orders,
which restrict him to Kimberley, to enable him to travel
to an international port of departure! Radio South Africa
gaid in a commentary that it saw no conflict in the atti-
tude of the Ministers. The liinister of Justice was doing
his work. He had sufficient cause to believe that, in
South Africa or abroad, Sobukwe will continue to be a
risk to the security of the state. The activity in which
Sobukwe was involved cannot be countered with kid gloves
and it is the duty of the lMinister of Justice %o ensure
that a man of Sobukwe ‘s potential is not allowed to
endanger the security of the state.

History cannot be rubved off. It is not late to turm
a clean new page on which to write the future history of
the people of Azania, if we can find wholesome minds with
whom to do it. As for the white ileft?, we commend it to
the question Alan Paton asked Daphne Masekela. It must
choose between becoming guerrillas and joining the
Nationalist Party. "ilassno day “s done" in the South African
political situation. The African people ere 1in full charge
of their own destiny. In the words of Mangaliso Sobukwe,
“wo arv ready., We will not go back, We will not look back.
We will not deviate, come what may,"

-0008a0--

Ha?in% read the comments on Sobukwe ‘s detention

by the South African Communist Party, read an independent
reportage on the last page then you will understand what
we mean waen we say the psuedo-communists of South Africa
despise an African, This time the insult is directed at
their leacer, We cannot forget or forgive this insult,.

=00000=

Subscride to; "Azania Newsg®

¢/o Revolutionary Command

Pan Africanist Congress of Azania (S.A.)
~P. 0. Box 2412,

Dar es Salaam,

United Republic of Tanzania
Our Party 2ust have faith in the peoplet
our peaple §uft have faith in the Partyi
The Parby 3ust be the Party or tae people!
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