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EDITORIAL NOTES

Negotiations —
a mass-driven
victory

eeting through the night of
November 17-18, the ple-
nary session of the Multi-

Party Negotiations finally adopted
the transitional package that the
ANC, SACP and allies have fought
for these past three and a half years.
Even The Sunday Times, no friend of
the SACP, conceded that the package
represented a score of 16 out of 16
for the bottom-line, strategic objec-
tives of the alliance, as first proposed
by Joe Slovo in the pages of The
African Communist.

But as Joe Slovo himself is the
first to admit (see his

When, in April last year, the
regime deadlocked the CODESA ne-
gotiations it was pursuing a deliber-
ate strategy. The regime knew that it
was provoking a response from our
side. It speculated that, after months
of extended negotiations and low in-
tensity warfare, the ANC-led alliance
would not have the capacity to
launch effective and sustained mass
action. The regime also deliberately
planned to turn the mass action
against us, to blame our campaign
for escalating violence (which would
be deliberately fomented).

article in this issue), the
breakthrough in the ne-
gotiations remains to

be implemented.
Implementation is the
crucial challenge of the
coming weeks and
months.

In taking up this
challenge, we must
never forget how it is

that we have got as far
as we have in the ne-

gotiations. The critical
breakthroughs have all
been mass-driven.

Even The Sunday Times conceded that the alliance scored

top marks for the negotiations package

The African Communist R * Fourth Quarter 1993 « 1



EDITORIAL NOTES

Mass action was critical to the breakthrough in national negotiations

The massacre at Boipatong on
June 17 last year, precisely 24-hours
after we had launched our mass ac-
tion campaign, illustrated their strate-
gy. Within hours of the massacre by
Inkatha-aligned hostel-dwellers, with
clear SAP complicity, official govern-
ment spokespersons were blaming
the mass action for the carnage. And
on the day following, the NP an-
nounced the launch of its recruit-
ment drive in the black areas.

But the strategy backfired. It was
too crudely implemented. The
regime had seriously overestimated
the degree to which the majority of
our people believed in the “integrity”

of the new-look De Klerk. The
regime had also seriously underesti-
mated the capacity of ordinary South
Africans to organise themselves un-
der ANC banners. Through June, July
and early August 1992 millions and
millions of South Africans participat-
ed in mass actions of all kinds. The
liberal press, which initially predicted
a lukewarm mass response, was
stunned into silence in early August
with huge city and town centre
marches.

The same liberal press presented
this period as one in which negotia-
tions were suspended. In fact, while
the central political negotiations
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were, indeed, suspended, virtually
every mass action involved one or
another form of negotiation. In the
most remote rural localities, where
the township marched on the white
dorp, it was not just a question of
mass action. In every case, demon-
strators carried not just national de-
mands, but local demands. And in
virtually every case they negotiated,
often for the first time in history with
the local power structures, around
local demands. They demanded the
right to use the local hall, or they
called for the release of detained
comrades, or they advanced and ne-
gotiated for socio-economic de-
mands.

The negotiations process ceased
being only a remote, constitutional
affair.

After two and a half months of
sustained rolling mass action, the
critical turning point in the national
negotiations was achieved with the
Record of Understanding. Tail be-
tween its legs, the regime signed the
Understanding. Although not all that
was agreed upon has been imple-
mented, the Record of Under-
standing was a water-shed.

Two critical and related things
were formalised by this Record of
Understanding. In the first place, the
regime was compelled to acknowl-
edge publicly that the negotiations
process was (and is) essentially a bi-
lateral issue. This, all along, has been
the position of the alliance. While a
range of parties have a place within
the negotiations, the essence of the
negotiations is between the two
prime former combatants and ongo-

ing antagonists — the incumbent
regime and the national liberation
movement, embodied in the ANC-led
alliance.

[n turn, compelling the regime to
swallow this reality achieved a sec-
ond key objective. From the begin-
ning of the negotiations process, the
regime had calculated on building a
centre-right non-racial coalition, of
which the National Party and Inkatha
would constitute the rump. Without
Inkatha, the NP remains an over-
whelmingly white formation. The
signing of the Record of
Understanding broke the back of this
intended NP/IFP strategic alliance.
While some kind of coalition may
still be cobbled together, perhaps re-
gionally, and perhaps after the elec-
tions, it will carry little conviction. It
will be a lack-lustre affair, and every-
one will know it.

The rolling mass action of June-
August 1992 was, then, absolutely
critical to the breakthrough in the
national negotiations. We must never
forget this.

Nothing, however, is permanent
in politics. In the first months of this
yvear, there were again signs of a
rearguard action from within the NP
cabinet to prolong the negotiations,
to dump the centrality of bilaterals in
favour of a “troika” (Mandela-De
Klerk-Buthelezi), and to get heavy
with the ANC-led alliance. These ini-
tiatives centred around Kobie
Coetsee, Tertius Delport and Hernus
Kriel. There were indications that
this grouping was beginning to re-
gain hegemony within cabinet.

Tragically, but factually, the as-
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sassination of Chris Hani in April this
year, and the overwhelming mass re-
sponse swamped this tendency. The
two largest stayaways in the history
of our country in April introduced a
new sense of urgency and purpose
into the negotiations.

This, too, we must never forget.

In the coming months and years,
the positions that our alliance wins in
Transitional Executlive Councils, in

he traditional parliamentary
political party is taking strain
in many parts of the world. In
some cases it is in deep crisis.

[n Japan the conservative Liberal
Democratic Party, the ruling party
since the end of the Second World
War, has been engulfed in corrup-
ton scandals, and has recently lost
power to breakaway factions. In
[taly, the Christian Democratic and
Social Democratic parties that have
dominated government for decades,
have been similarly enmeshed in gi-
gantic corruption scandals. In the
past 20 months in Italy more than
3000 politicians and business-people
have been implicated in the web of
corruption. Support for the Christian
Democrats and Social Democrats has
collapsed.

[n the United States there is a ma-
jor malaise around the existing two-
party system, a large percentage of
the electorate simply fails to vole, or
wastes ils vote on maverick candi-

the Constituent Assembly and in
Parliament, in regional and local gov-
ernments, all of these gains will only
be made effective if they help to sus-
tain and, above all, are themselves
sustained by an organised mass base.

The masses of our country have
driven the negotiations process. It is
they who will continue to be the key

to propelling the transition that lies
ahead. %

Party politics

dates like Ross Perot.

[n Scandinavia, green-house for
the most advanced social-democratic
experiments in our century, social
democratic parties, as in Britain and
Australia, are drifting centre-wards
and face growing popular disaffec-
tion.

The uncertainties of traditional
political party formations is not con-
fined to the advanced capitalist
countries. Throughout most of Latin
America there is a deep sense of
popular alienation from the tradition-
al ruling parties, dominated by cor-
rupt elites. In Algeria and in Zambia,
to name just two African countries,
the national liberation movements
that led their countries to indepen-
dence, have become top-heavy bu-
reaucracies, out of touch with the as-
pirations of their people, and largely
rejected by them.

Increasingly, with more complex
social formations, people are finding
traditional parties largely irrelevant to
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their concerns. Much popular energy
and mobilisation is located in a wide
variety of social movements, more or
less alienated from traditional politi-
cal parties.

It is important to note this gener-
alised situation when turning in-
wards to look at the challenges fac-
ing Communist/Left parties in the
1990s. Our challenges are not just
those relating to the collapse in east-
ern Europe.

In this issue of The African
Communist we publish excerpts
from debates going on within and
around three different Communist
Parties (the SACP, the Communist
Party of the USA, and the French
Communist Party). The interventions
grapple, in their way, from within
different national situations and po-
litical cultures, with the question of
how to make Communist/Left forma-
tions adequate to the demands of the
decade and the coming century.

As we go to press it is, perhaps,
significant to note two imponrant Left
electoral victories in Italy and in east-
ern Germany. In nation-wide Italian
local elections the Democratic Party
of the Left (PDS), working in alliance
with a range of social movements
and other left groupings, swept the
polls. PDS-backed candidates now
control five main Italian cities, Rome,
Naples, Venice, Genoa and Trieste.
The PDS, the majority of whose
members and leadership come from
the former Italian Communist Party,
is now the largest national political
formation in Italy, and it has a real
chance of winning national elections,
which are likely in March next year.

In the east German state of
Brandenburg, Chancellor Helmut
Kohl’s Christian Democrats (CDU)
have suffered a humiliating defeat at
the hands of the Social Democrats.
Significantly, however, the CDU was
beaten into third place by a resur-
gent PDS (Party of Democratic
Socialism) in which the bulk of still
active former East German commu-
nists is located.

No doubt, some of the votes go-
ing to the two PDSs, the Italian and
the German, are protest votes, rather
than a stabilised left constituency.
But we cannot underrate the signifi-
cance of these recent left electoral
victories. The imperialists won the
Cold War, but they have been singu-
larly incapable of consolidating their
victory, even within their own back-
yard. It is, perhaps, also significant
that both PDSs have attempted to de-
velop innovative organisational
forms. Attempting to interrelate par-
liamentary struggles and sectoral
struggles, combining the party politi-
cal form and the mass movements, in
flexible structures.

Clearly, there are no blueprints
that we can mechanically import into
South Africa. But clearly, also, a key
challenge for any left formation go-
ing into the 21st century, is the criti-
cal challenge of combining (without
collapsing) the struggle for govern-
mental power and increasingly di-
verse social movements in civil soci-
ety.

We shall certainly have to return
to this. debate, as it occurs locally
and internationally, again and again.
*
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Joe Slovo, on the right, addressing workers during a Cosatu demonstration at the World Trade Centre

The Negotiations
Victory

A political overview

An assessment presented to the SACP Central Committee,
20th November, 1993, by the party chairperson, Joe Slovo

he negotiated package that

was finally signed on the

night of November 17-18 at
Kempton Park is a famous victory. It
represents both the culmination of
decades of struggle and the starting-
point of a new struggle. We must
claim our victories, but, in the same
breath, we must not forget that what
has come out of Kempton Park so

far is only a mountain of paper. The
critical question now is implementa-
tion.

In the first place, implementation
relates to the Transitional Executive
Council (TEC). The capacity of the
TEC to assert its role is the key to a
free election. Yet, notwithstanding
the importance of the TEC, it is also
extremely important to counter mis-
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understandings about the TEC. The
general perception in our broad
constituency might be that the TEC
is an alternative government. We
must get across to our people that,
until the elections themselves, all the
key power remains in the hands of
the De Klerk government. The TEC
is a multi-party mechanism to assist
in creating conditions for relatively
free and fair elections, it is not a
government. In short, we must en-
sure that the TEC is able to carry out
its work effectively, without raising
false expectations about it.

In attempting to implement the
negotiated package and empower
the TEC, we can expect a rear-guard
counteraction from some forces,
both within and outside of the state.
These forces will attempt to-clip the
wings of the TEC. Non-cooperation,

subverting and, as a last resort, at--

tempts at insurgency may occur.

In general, we can expect a
right-wing back-lash. Our approach
must be that if they go beyond polit-
ical mobilisation (a right we cannot
deny them) we must ensure that
they are crushed. We must not
pussyfoot with the right if they
choose the option of violence. But,
at the same time, and within the
bounds of our basic principles, we
must (as a Sandinistan comrade re-
cently and aptly put it) provide the
right-wing with an option short of
armed resistance. This involves dia-
logue and a strategy to divide them.

Our success in all these endeav-
ours, in the general area of imple-
mentation, will depend on our ca-
pacity (as it has up till now) to

mount pressures from outside of the
process. To take a recent example,
the COSATU ultimatums on the lock-
out clause and other issues. I don't
here want to re-open the debate
around misunderstandings within
and conflicting signals from the tri-
partite alliance. Whatever the fum-
bling from our side, there cannot be
the slightest doubt that the COSATU
intervention, and the massive
COSATU led demonstration outside
the World Trade Centre, at the be-
ginning of November, had a positive
oulcome on the negotiating process.
The capacity for this kind of pres-
sure will remain critical in the com-
ing weeks, months and years.

Assessment of the
negotiations process —
some general remarks

1. The experience of the past three
years proved that negotiations are a
terrain of struggle which, at the end
of the day, depend upon the balance
of forces outside the process. It was
the link between the negotiations
and our mass struggle that played an
absolutely key role. I am not saying
that our mass struggle, and the link
between it and negotiations, were al-
ways adequate. We sometimes sub-
stituted cliches for realities, for ex-
ample in the last few months we
have vaguely talked about “rolling
mass action”. But, despite *hese
weaknesses, [ have no doubt that
the mass ferment at different times
played a critical role in the negotia-
tions.
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The position of the ANC and its
allies as the overwhelmingly domi-
nant force became visible to all, and
it became visible through action on
the ground. For instance, the massive
turnout and enthusiasm for comrade
Mandela's visit to Natal showed to
all, including the IFP, that the IFP is
not what it tries to make itself out to
be. The mass response in Natal to
Mandela was the uninvited guest at
the negotiating table in the days fol-
lowing. Even the NP was making the
point that the IFP is not what it
claims to be.

In the last few days, when the
package was about to be wrapped
up, there was complete demoralisa-
tion in the ranks of our opposition,
they looked demoralised. Their hope
of a cohesive alliance between the
regime and the IFP had been defeat-
ed.

2. Another achievement was the way
we succeeded in combining inclu-
siveness in the negotiations process
with a special role for the two key
players — the ANC and the govern-
ment. In the last three days, the criti-
cal days, the ANC and government
were making one recommendation
after another, which were then taken
to technical committees for referral
to the Negotiating Council. This is an
open secret, and without this bilater-
alism the process would not have
been possible. All along, the SACP
supported this perspective on the ne-
gotiations.

3. The negotiations set an example
of transparency which, we hope, will

mhnd o
ights and Dem

be carried forward in South African
politics. As far as [ know, there is no
previous example, internationally, of
negotiations of this kind being con-
ducted in full view of the press and
television. We should record the fact
that this transparency was the direct
result of an SACP initiative back in
the first half of 1992.

4. The struggle for gender equality (a
struggle which is not yet won) re-
ceived an enormous boost both at
the level of representation at the ne-
gotiations, and in the content of the
settlement. We won the demand that
of the two leading negotiators from
each party, at least one should be a
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woman. In regard to the content of
the package, | believe we have
made many important gains for gen-
der equality. Again, as an SACP and
as an ANC-alliance we can be proud
of this achievement.

These are just a few of the gen-
eral achievements. No doubt, some
will ask whether we did not have
other revolutionary alternatives? In a
way, the answer is: yes. We could
have gone on with a combination of
armed struggle and political assault.
And in the end, inevitably, after five,
ten or fifteen years we would have
won. But this victory in the future is
speculative, and in speculating
about its possibility we must never

There cannot be the slightest doubt that
the Cosatu intervention and the massive
Cosatu-led demonstration outside the
World Trade Centre had a positive out-
come on the negoliating process

forgei that we engaged in negotia-
tions with a revolutionary purpose. If
we had continued with armed strug-
gle, what kind of devastated country
would we have inherited? We could
have won the war, but we might
have lost the revolution.

Some shortcomings

In claiming our victory, we must
also honestly note our shortcom-
ings in the process. There are
many, which we must register.
These include:

1. Shortcomings in ensuring the ac-
countability of our negotiators to our
structures. We have often discussed
this problem within our panty. There
were ongoing difficulties in ade-
quately reporting and discussing
with our leading structures. This be-
came more difficult with our rank-
and-file cadres, and still more inade-
quate between the movement and
the people as a whole. These short-
comings were especially damaging at
particular moments, when people
got information from an unsympa-
thetic media whose dissemination of
information we could not ourselves
match.

2. The co-ordination within the al-
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liance was certainly not always ideal.

3. The balance between negotiations
and mass struggle was not always
perfect. We were not always clear of
what we were trying to achieve with
mass action. Remember the debate
about the “tap”, our tendency to turn
mass action on and off in a very in-
strumentalist way?

4, But, above all, we took too long
to determine a clear and general
strategic perspective for the negotia-
tions. As a result, some of our posi-
tions looked like purely ad hoc re-
sponses to pressures from the other
side, or like an ad hoc pursuit of
compromise, just for the sake of
compromise. Let me note three ex-
amples:

The Government of
National Unity

4.1 The Government of National
Unity (GNU), which is the main inse-
curity in the minds of people about
whether we have gone too far. The
question we must ask ourselves is
whether the GNU is a compromise in
the dirty meaning of the word, or is
it in the interests of what we want to
achieve?

[ absolutely do not believe that
the GNU is designed merely to give
perks to the other side, or to suck
them in. Nor do I believe its main
purpose was simply to get a settle-
ment. The main substance of the
GNU is that it is in the interests of
the revolution. We cannot dismiss

the thesis that what we will win with
elections will be political office, not
state power in the fullest sense. In
order to transform political office
into effective state power we need,
and needed, io have a strategy that
minimises the threat to the democrat-
ic transformation. The GNU can be a
threat if it is used by the old group
to threaten progress. But, on the oth-
er hand, it can ensure that when we
get political office we will be able to
use it in a framework which will
minimise the threat of counter-revo-
lution.

Reflecting on all of this, if T had
my life over again, [ would change
the title of my paper “Negotiations -
What room for compromise?” to
“Negotiations — What is in the inter-
ests of the revolution?”

The regional question

4.2 Three or four years ago we did
not have a regional policy. As with
any other liberation movement, our
focus was on the destruction of an
oppressive state. It was only in the
very recent period, once we had to
begin to address ourselves, in
earnest, to the question of how to
govern this country, that we began
to develop a regional policy. We
moved away from what could have
been interpreted as a policy of a
completely and mechanically cen-
tralised system. This earlier, rather
unelaborated position was, of
course, hardly in line with our own
concrete organisational experience.
You just have to be in a national
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The PAC's Benny Alexander in discussion with the government's Roelf Meyer. An important achievement
was the way the negotiations succeeded in combining inclusiveness in the process with a special role for
the two key players - the ANC and the government

SACP or ANC meeting to note how
regions jealously (and correctly)
guard their jurisdiction over those ar-
eas on which they are most informed
and with which they are most con-
nected. This intra-organisational ex-
penence surely applies more broad-
ly? The people on the ground want,
not just an abstract input into gov-
ernment, but they want a real feeling
that they are actively engaged.

Here, too, we took far too long
to theorise this, and our “conces-
sions” on the regional question
looked like ad hoc compromising.

The civil service

4.3 Much the same can be said on
this topic as well. We certainly have
a policy of making the South African
civil service look like South Africa's

people. But taking seriously the
whole question of what we do with
the existing civil service is not a sop
to the other side. It is a question of
fundamental importance to the very
delicate post-election period. An in-
telligent handling of this area needs
to take seriously the imperative of
limiting dangers of counter-revolu-
tion and chaos that could ensue from
just dumping existing civil servants
in accordance with some mechanical

policy.

Overview of the main
categories of the

agreement

Within a complex, multi-party nego-
tiations process there is, inevitably,
plenty of give and take in relation to
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specific components. For instance, in
the last days of the process there
was horse-trading between the ANC-
alliance and the DP, in which we
amended the way in which the
Constitutional Court is to be appoint-
ed in exchange for their support for
a single ballot (that is, a single ballot
on April 27 counting for both the re-
gional and national lists).

But, looking at the result as a
whole, I can say without hesitation
that we got pretty much what we
wanted.

B The key question from the start
was: Who writes the constitution?
Our opponents wanted a “one-stage
process”, that is, for the constitution
to be drawn up in the multi-party
negotiations themselves. Our ap-
proach was for a “two-stage
process”, in which an elected
Constituent Assembly would draw
up the future constitution. This we
have won. Apart from the constitu-
tional principles (which we suppor),
everything in the interim constitution
can be rewritten by the democratical-
ly elected representatives of the peo-
ple.

B We have always stood for a united
South Africa, our opponents hoped
to weaken a future democratic state
by imposing federalism. We have
won a united South Africa, which
does not exclude important decen-
tralising measures. In all critical ar-
eas, however, the future democratic
state will have overriding powers. If
you look at the finance provisions of
the whole dispensation you will see

that the purse-strings are firmly in
the hands of the central government.
In regard to the armed forces, at
least on paper we have won the bat-
tle against their federalisation. This
was touch and go in the last days
and hours, and the issue very nearly
caused a crisis. Although there are
elements of decentralisation, in
essence regional commissioners will
be appointed by the national com-
missioner, in consultation with re-
gional legislatures. The national po-
lice force (under the direction of the
President) will also have the right to
move in, where law and order re-
quires. We have also won the case
for the reincorporation of the TBVC
states, at least on paper. Once more,
translating all of this into actuality on
the ground will require political will.
B In regard to decision-making in
the future executive, in the multi-par-
ty cabinet of national unity, we
thought that this was going to be the
final battle royal. The regime had
been holding out for special majori-
ties. In the end we won the principle
of majority decision-making, taking
into account the spirit of a govern-
ment of national unity and effective
government.

There are many other significant
areas in which objectives were
achieved, including:

B Effective instruments for free and
fair elections (including the
Independent Electoral Commission
and the Independent Media
Commission),

B Breaking the regime’s monopoly
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The GNU s in the interests of the revolution... In order to transform political office into effective state
power, we need to have a strateqy that minimises the threat to the democratic transformation

over public media;

B A Land Restitution mechanism;

B Realistic deadlock breaking mech-
anisms in the event of the Con-
stituent Assembly being unable to
achieve the requisite two-thirds ma-
jority;

B A progressive language dispensa-
tion, overcoming the special and ar-
tificical privileges accorded to two
languages.

In conclusion

Let me end where [ began. Trans-
forming this negotiations victory,
this stack of papers, into an irre-
versible process of democratic
change depends on vigilance and
determination from our side. We
need to be vigilant in regard to the
SADF, the SAP and the right-wing.
We need to ensure that the constitu-
tion-making body is dominated by

the liberation forces in such a way
that the special percentages become
irrelevant. There is no reason why
we shouldn’t achieve a two-thirds
majority in the elections. Our job as
the SACP in these elections is, obvi-
ously, to inject a working class bias
into the campaign, ensuring that we
are not all submerged in “patriotic”
cotton-wool.

Looking back over the last three
years, we've had weaknesses, we've
had minor defeats, but, overall,
we've achieved a really important
victory for this stage. Translating this
into an overall victory is the chal-
lenge that we now confront. %
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Central
Committee
discussion of
Joe Slovo’s
presentation

The Central Committee discussed at
some length Slovo's presentation.
There was overwhelming support for
the broad perspectives and analysis
contained in it. The Central
Committee congratulated the SACP
negotiating team for the very
significant (and widely
acknowledged) role that it

played in the process.

Among contributions made to the
ensuing debate, were the following:

Charles Nqgakula: The very ieal
threat of a right back-lash means that
the SACP and the Trpartite Alliance
must, as a matter of urgency, con-
duct a thorough discussion on the
threat and how best to counter it
Comrade ]S has underlined our very
significant negotiations victory, but
because of the long duration of the
negotiations and the fact that they
have often been very remote, the
victory is not so clear 1o our broad
constituency. We must ensure that
we popularise the gains.

Charles Ngakula

John Nkadimeng: Comrade JS is
right to underline the problem that
the flow of information between the
SACP’s negotiations think-tank and
ordinary party members was often
inadequate.

Raymond Suttner: |S is absolurely
right to underline the massive victory
we have scored at the negotiations.
He fails, however, to mention that
the past three years have also seen
the transformation of our organisa-
tions, particularly the ANC. This
transformation could have a serious,
long-term impact. In particular, the
negotiations have had a dissolving
effect on mass organisation, a ten-
dency for our constituency to be-
come spectators.

If we conduct the coming election
campaign in a narrow electoralist
manner, the dissolution could be
deepened. Whatever the victory, we
should not underrate the strong
sense of demoralisation in our organ-
isations.
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Raymond Suttner, John Nkadimeng and Essop Pahad

Jabu Moleketi: Suttner overstates
the demoralisation in our ranks.
While this might be present, there
are many signs of a very different
tendency, a rising positive feeling,
particularly in our broader con-
stituency. On the question of a
Government National Unity (GNU),
while it might be a factor for stabilis-
ing the democratic transition, it can
also be hijacked by other class forces
(including elements within our broad
alliance ranks). Agrees with
Nqakula’s call for a systematic threat
analysis of the right-wing threat.

Dennis NKkosi: We cannot sufficient-
ly underline cde JS's point that, for
the moment, the agreements relating
to levelling the political playing field,
are agreements on paper. In Natal
there has been an intensification of
violence from Inkatha, literally in the
past days. Areas like Bambayi, in
which solid progress had been made
in resolving the conflict, have now
suddenly flared up again.

Essop Pahad: The driving role of
the ongoing ANC/government bilat-
erals (in which cde JS played a lead-
ing role) was cenainly an important
and positive factor. But we should
not underestimate the irritation
among some Patriotic Front allies
that this bilateralism sometimes pro-
voked. More sensitivity is required.
On whether the intenm constitution
is “unitary with federal elements”,
isn't it better to shift away from this
rather abstract debate? The real issue
is how much centralisation and how
much decentralisation is required for
the thorough democratisation of SA.
This is what counts, regardless of the
abstract labels.

Brian Bunting: We have scored a
major negotiations victory and the
SACP has played an important role.
My concern is that in the past three
years the party’s independent voice
on key issues like the Reserve Bank,
foreign investment and nationalisa-
tion has not always been sufficiently
clear or loud. %
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n May, in the aftermath of

Chris Hani’s assassination

and the mass response to
this crime, the secretary of
the SACP’s Cape Town
branch, Theo Molaba wrote a
letter addressed to his
branch. It was a letter of res-
ignation from the SACP. Some
weeks later, fellow branch

member, Fareed Abdullah,
wrote a reply. Unfortunately
this exchange of letters only
came to the notice of The
African Communist editorial
board recently. In the inter-
ests of making this important
debate accessible to a wider
audience we publish the two
letters here.

Letter of resignation

Cape Town
May 1993

(:c}mra{les, [t is unfortunate
that my resignation comes at
a time when our Party has
become more popular even to the
political section of the working peo-
ple. It is also unfortunate to coincide
with that of renegades and oppor-
tunistic political bandits like Joe
Matthews and co.

This resignation is not only a per-
sonal position but, I hope it is also a
political position. Of course there is
an element of bitterness, emotions
and anger on my part, however this
has not and does not cloud my polit-
ical objectivity (soberness) or rather
my subjective view about the trend
which is gradually developing in the
Party. These emotions are a human,
rational and satisfied response to a
certain set of conditions (as [ per-
ceive them). More essentially there is
nothing absolute about my resigna-

|
g

tion, and reasons thereof.

Precisely because any political
position, its correctness or truth, is a
product of specific and particular
conditions. Conditions, like matter,
are inherently in constant motion.
This makes any truth or correct posi-
tion to be relative. In this regard, so
is my resignation and reason thereof,
If practice proves me (o be wrong, |
will unfailingly reconsider my posi-
tion and go back to the trenches in
the Party, a Marxist-Leninist Parnty

My resignation must not be seen
as a flight from reality, and more
specifically from the challenges fac-
ing the Party, and the Alliance broad-
ly — i.e. limited financial resources,
building and sustaining branches,
failure to concretely marry negotia-
tions with the mass nature of the na-
tional liberation struggle, problems
of lack of full-time leadership for the
Party, anti-communist hysteria, and
many others. Since I joined the Party
together with my comrades we have
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been more than willing to battle with
these difficulties. In this struggle to
root the Party in new conditions we
have been guided by the fact that we
make history under conditions we
find ourselves in, not those we have
chosen. This is a Marxian approach.

On the other hand, my resigna-
tion is over theory and practice: the
gradual abandonment of Marxist-
Leninist principles without enough
theoretical formulations. In the first
place, the abandonment of a PROLE-
TARIAN ATTITUDE towards armed
struggle, negotiations, the alliance
and the role of the Party in the con-
text of the alliance as an indepen-
dent force.

In the second place, the failure to
be true to the decisions in resolu-
tions of the seventh and eighth Party
congresses — our perspective on in-
surrection and its relation to negotia-
tions in the struggle for the seizure
of state power. This dialectical rela-
tionship has been completely under-
mined so that negotiations have be-
come an end in themselves.

In the third place, the failure of
our Party to criticise and contest with
the ANC in public (I do not know if
it happens behind closed doors). For
instance, Mandela has made a num-
ber of statements which negate the
national democratic revolution and
socialist project, for instance that he
and De Klerk “will save the South
African economy”. He has said that
the Party is a tiny minority and that
the ANC will terminate the alliance
after elections. All of these might
have been individual positions of
Mandela, but they do have a bearing

on the alliance, given his strategic
portfolio. Why didn’t the Party put its
collective position to counter these
anti-communist positions?

Finally and more importantly, the
high dishonesty and lies which our
leadership is guilty of. This has
reached a disgusting proportion. To
me the question of honesty is not
negotiable, it is what makes a com-
munist. It's a basic communist ethic
and in this regard I think that our
leadership has degenerated into a
petty bourgeoisie aspiring to get into
a bourgeois parliament at all cost.
For instance, it has become increas-
ingly clear that the leadership sees
negotiations as the only terrain of
struggle. So why not put this view
openly and frankly, to be debated
democratically? After the Bisho mas-
sacre what did we do to displace or
permanently remove Gqozo? What
happened to rolling mass action
which was supposed to continue un-
til we achieve national liberation?
What happened to armed struggle
(this is a critical component to suc-
cessful insurrection)? What happened
when comrades in Natal were caught
by the SAP with arms caches? They
did not even give a revolutionary
perspective on the civil war in Natal.
What has happened to the DICTA-
TORSHIP OF THE PROLETARIAT?
What have we learned from the fall
of Allende in Chile, and the Paris
Commune with regard to counter
revolution?

Le Duan, Dmitrov, Trotsky and
Lenin wrote extensively on the inde-
pendence of the Party in the context
of alliances and United Front politics.
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Our eighth Party congress elaborated
and reaffirmed the Marxist Leninist
conception on the independence of
the Party, i.e. a mass based, working
class, critical and independent Party.
Is the practice consistent with this?
No, the Party is simply tailing the
ANC. The Party is a sub-committee
of the ANC's NEC/NWC,

To me, the last CC report was an
occasion, not a cause for my resigna-
tion. It was so liberal, so moral, so
completely devoid of class analysis
and working class perspectives. In
essence, it was insulting. This report
to me represented a pattern which
has evolved since our unbanning —
i.e. a gradual but definite process of
moving away from the revolutionary
proletarian perspective. The report
also reflected that the Party leader-
ship does not want to “harm” the
apartheid economy. For instance, it
talks about being sensitive to work-
ing class interests when we embark
on stay-aways, and that workers are
reluctant to engage in those activi-
ties. To me this is a blue lie. When
Chris Hani died our workers went
out in their thousands to the streets
without being called to stay away.
Even on the day of the funeral, as far
as [ know, there was no definite call
for a stay-away. There was talk
about a few hours stoppage, but de-
spite that our masses stayed away.

Anyway, how do you hope to
win a pro-working class settlement,
without organising and calling the
workers onto the streets? Crippling
the apartheid economy and making
the apartheid structures unworkable
is the only way. Any other approach

is REFORMISM. The CC report calls
our people “demagogues” (endnote
1). This is repulsive and an unforgiv-
able strategic error. Implicit in this
statement is a direct attack on Harry
Gwala, Winnie Mandela, Blade
Nzimande and other militant sections
of the popular classes. These “dema-
gogues” are more in touch with the
masses than the national leadership
like Slovo who is a mere negotiator
owning a Mercedes with a chauffeur
(endnote 2).

In the night vigil (at Hani's funer-
al) all the regions were calling for
revolutionary mass action/war, with
the exception of one or two regions.
The leadership is out of touch with
these sentiments. Who are they rep-
resenting? How can national ignore
regions? Chris Hani’s funeral was
supposed to be a COMMUNIST occa-
sion, which is not to negate the
NDR, but it is precisely to reflect on
its essence. NDR does not mean we
must cease to be COMMUNISTS. It
does not mean we must defend its
multi-class nature at the expense of
communism. It means that if the in-
terests of the working class are at
loggerheads with those of a powerful
but small class in the NDR, we will
opt for the former. This, to me, is
consistent with the NDR.

This question is linked to forms
of struggle. We may decide on cer-
tain forms of struggle for the sake of
maintaining the “broadness”, the
multi-class nature of the NDR. But
when we come 1o an insurrectionary
situation those strata will inevitably
be alienated. This is a basic law of
every revolution. When the masses
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When Chns Hani died, workers took to the streets in their thousands

of our working people seize the mo-
ment, they will have nothing to lose
from the status quo.

Given the nature of the ANC
now, it will never suppon the insur-
rectionary approach. Is this sufficient
reason why we should not pursue it?
The ANC will not support it because
of forces dominating it, but the SACP
should pursue it because it is the
path to power. Chris Hani's funeral
was an occasion to prepare for insur-
rection, but our leadership failed.
The demand for arms is not an emo-
tional response, but a political re-
sponse to low intensity warfare It
also shows the readiness to fight on
the part of the masses.

I will not be a member of the

Communist Party that sees negotia-
tions as the only option. I will not be
a member of the Communist Party
that fears a violent revolution/civil
war. | won’t be a member of the
Communist Party that seeks to use
the apartheid colonial state, that
seeks to use the latter’s institutions as
an alternative to organs of people’s
power. Apartheid colonial institu-
tions are a negation of working peo-
ple’s alternate structures.

For these reasons I render my
resignation.

Theo Molaba,
Secretary Cape Toun branch.
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Editorial notes

1. As the report in question has not
been published we believe readers
might value a quotation from the
section referred to here:

“2.1.4 Demagogic interventions

As a result of the dual character of
the mass mood [following Chris
Hani's assassination] (massive ANC
support but with an undercurrent of
frustration) a number of forces were
encouraged or tempted to make
demagogic interventions into the sit-
uation.

In particular, a notable feawre of
Wednesday 14th [of April]l demon-
strations, marches and rallies, was
the small, parasitic but systematic
presence of PAC elements in a great
number of our events. In a number
of cases, this presence was able,
demagogically, to strike a certain
popular chord among our own mass
constituency.

There were also some populist
interventions from our own ranks, in
part the product of frustration with
the initial leadership reactions noted
above.

We need to assess the implica-
tions and motivations of these differ-
ent demagogic interventions, and as-
sess what measures we need to take
to avoid a recurrence. But three gen-
eral points need to be made:

i. these interventions all failed to ar-
ticulate a coherent alternative strate-
gy to the one collectively offered by
the ANC-led alliance, they failed to
advance our struggle one inch;

ii. they played directly’into the hands
of the political rescue mission for Dé

Klerk that is currently underway [the
attempt to locate De Klerk in the
middle-ground between an extremist
right-wing and an extremist ‘left’];

iii. they gave the ultra-right [with slo-
gans like “One settler, one bullet”, or
“Kill the farmer, kill the boer”] a per-
fect platform on which to mobilise
and on which to occupy moral high
ground.

But the chord struck by such in-
terventions does underline that col-
lectively the tripartite leadership
needs (without being populist) to be
more in touch with the aspirations
and feelings of our mass constituen-
cy.
2. For the record, the party chairper-
son owns a VW Jetta and the “chauf-
feur” and his associates are MK
bodyguards imposed under strict or-
ders from the SACP and ANC on a
reluctant Slovo
—ACed %

¥
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A response
to Theo
Molaba’s
letter of
resignation

Cape Town,
June 1993

sition to comment on Comrade

Theo Molaba’s letter of resigna-
tion. I have only met him once, and
that too was for only a brief while.
This frees me of judging the contents
of the letter by association and by
preconceived notions of Comrade
Theo's politics or practice in the
Party.

I have 1aken the letter more seri-
ously after the branch meeting of
24/6/93, when 1 discovered that
Theo represented a majority view 1n
the branch, that many members, par-
ticularly (but not only) the students
in the branch, described the same
frustrations and criticisms of the
Party as did Theo's letter.

This, as we are all aware, is not
only a feature in our branch and
Party, but in the entire movement.
More specifically, a number of ten-
dencies are clearly emerging within
our movement.

Notably, the tendency of “mili-

I am probably in an excellent po-

tants” represented by Gwala, Mokaba
and Yengeni is gaining wider appeal
amongst rank and file youth and it
reaches out to broader layers in
some regions. A second tendency,
which has expressed dissatisfaction
with the negotiations process and
the strategy of the alliance, is in the
advanced sections of the ANC YL
and COSAS. (I would like to separate
this latter sector from the former). A
third, and probably more crucial de-
velopment in this vein is shaping up
in the unions. The latest NUMSA res-
olution to terminate the alliance once
the ANC comes to power, represents
the view that an ANC government,
first, will have to be kept in check,
and secondly, will not advance to
full democracy and socialism.

All of these political tendencies
point to a frustration and dissatisfac-
tion with the negotiations period,
and the lack of leadership - in their
view - from the ANC and SACP.
Other factors, such as the violence in
the case of cde Gwala, have played a
role in shaping a militant politics and
a complete dissatisfaction on ques-
tions related to arming our forces.

There is another tendency which
we would like to describe, which is
as subtle as it is pervasive within the
SACP. Tlus tendency is made up of
the followers of a dogmatic Marxism
Leninism. It is this dogma which has
resulted in an inability of the Party to
articulate a new politics and a new
role in the present period. In my
opinion, this dogma was represented
by the refusal of the Eighth Congress
to adopt the slogan of democratic so-
cialism and to build the programme
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of the Party out of the broad science
of Marxism instead of drawing on
the narrowest conceptions of
Leninism. Whilst the slogan itself is
relatively unimportant, the refusal to
accept it represented a dogmatic fix-
ation with the one party state (ex-

pressed as the dis-

qualification of

bourgeois parties),

Over the past dictatorship of the
proletariat; nation-
three years, alisation  (cen-
tralised planning);

we have not and insurrection.
seen the Pam This is a nega-
Sy tive tendency and
b“lldlng “'IE has, on occasion,
socialist had more to do
with what is fash-
components  ionable. This is also
of the the food of the
: demagogues who
transformation made good use of
it at the Eighth
Congress and

thereafter.

Comrade Theo's letter falls into a
fifth category. Those of our com-
rades who have not yet made up
their minds about negotiations,
Comrade Theo is still not sure
whether we should be negotiating or
building and preparing for the insur-
rection. All of us have at some time
fallen into this category in the last
three years. When the Inkathagate
scandal broke, I remember arguing
for a major offensive against
Buthelezi and the regime. “Now is
the time”, I was saying, to break off
the talks and mount an offensive. For
Natalians (I was then based in Natal)

this had real meaning. The opportu-
nity was lost!

For me, this is the nub of the
matter. [ want to deal with this
dilemma — negotiations or insurrec-
tion — and offer a strategic perspec-
tive which binds these apparently
contradictory strategies in a single
paradigm. Then I want to point out
the challenges facing the left ele-
ments in the SACP in the coming pe-
riod.

Before doing this, I want to flag
important criticisms that cde Theo
has made of the Party and its leader-
ship. The first, and most important in
my opinion, is what Theo calls the
“abandonment of the proletarian atti-
tude”. T would prefer to call this the
inability (and even reluctance) to
build a FIGHTING PARTY. This, for
me is the essence of Leninism. A
fighting party with a well co-ordinat-
ed nerve centre and a well oiled ma-
chinery which takes on and strikes
blows on the ruling class at every
turn. For instance, our Party should
be building and mounting an offen-
sive on the right-wing at the present
moment. Especially as their show of
force takes place so soon after this
same right-wing murdered the best
of our leaders - our general secretary
- just under three months ago.

Cde Theo himself notes the fail-
ure of our leadership (and our Party
as a whole) to drive the mass strug-
gle after Inkathagate, Boipatong,
Bisho. For this problem I cannot sug-
gest a solution, and I am in agree-
ment with the comrade resignee.

The second criticism, and this is
partly linked to the first, is that of
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tailism. The Party is tailing behind
the ANC. Or, as Theo puts it, “the
Party is a sub-committee of the
ANC’s NEC/NWC”,

[ can understand the sentiment
being expressed here, but it is more
complex than that. Whilst on the one
hand the Party’s political and policy
positions are always identical to
those of the ANC, and always be-
come public knowledge well after
the ANC's; it can be argued that
Party members play a crucial role in
formulating ANC policy in the first
place.

I'm not sure which is worse. If
the latter is true, then there is very
little to say about the views of these
Party comrades who shape ANC pol-
icy. There is very little evidence of
Marxist thinking or revolutionary
politics to the ANC's policies, and it's
more worrying that Party members
are responsible for the this kind of
politics.

Secondly, on this matter, is that
the colonialism of a special type the-
sis predisposes us to tailism in the
stage of the national democratic rev-
olution. A crude reading of colonial-
ism of a special type makes this tail-
ism wholly compatible with our strat-
egy and seemingly correct.

The SACP Central Committee
Discussion Paper for our Strategy
Conference (see AC, 2nd quarter,
1993) tries to answer this question by
stating “socialism is not so much a
separate entity from the national de-
mocratic revolution, as a crucial pan
of, or a stage in deepening and de-
fending it...in the course of the na-
tional democratic revolution we con-

tinuously seek to create momentum
towards socialism, capacity for so-
cialism, and even elements of social-

bl

15001,

This is a clear statement of the
dynamic links between the struggle
for national democracy and the
struggle for democracy.

Cde Theo’s criticism is still valid
though. In our practice over the last
three years we have not seen he
Party building the socialist compo-
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nents of the transformation. Although
cde Theo’s criticism is valid, it is
poorly formulated and needs to be
formulated more precisely.

Theo also raises other criticisms
of the Party, particularly of the last
CC report. I cannot deal with all
these criticisms here.

Let me now make some criticisms
of Theo's letter. The most important
criticism is that Theo has not made
up his mind on negotiations. Early in
his letter he argues for a “proletarian
attitude to negotiations”, but later on
he criticises the leadership for failing
to “prepare for an insurrection” im-
mediately after the assassination of
cde Chris.

This kind of comment is wholly
ahistorical. It is a complete misjudg-
ment of the objective conditions, bal-
ance of forces, and the preparedness
of our working class and youth to
turn the regime’s retreat into a rout.

I suspect that the dogmatism (that
I described earlier in this letter) also
had a part to play in this fascination
with insurrection. Romanticism and
yvouthfulness undoubtedly have a
contributory role to play.
Unfortunately, our strategy cannot be
grounded on these finer qualities of
the human personality.

Insurrections are not “good
things”, as a close friend of mine
puts it. An insurrection is not fun.
On numerous occasions, and on
many more to come, insurrections
have been and will be necessary.
They should never be completely
discounted in our strategies for
building the Party and the mass
struggle. But insurrection now in SA

would be a blood-bath, and it will
be our blood that is spilt.

My second criticism is that the
letter fails to acknowledge the exten-
sive mass action that has taken place
over the last three years, and particu-
larly Theo does not credit the ANC
leadership for organising the mass
action, although he mentions this
very mass action at least twice in his
letter of resignation.

Nevertheless, cde Theo is putting
his finger on a real problem. Whilst
up to the end of 1992 we charac-
terised negotiations as an “aspect of
strategy”, or more popularly “a ter-
rain of struggle”, I believe that this
perspective has been eroded. As the
negotiations process gained ground
and occupied the time and energies
of the centre, the other terrains of
struggle assumed a marginal role in
the transition. Millions of people par-
ticipated in marches and stayaways,
but this must be characterised as
mass action and not mass struggle. It
lacked any sense of challenging the
power relations in our country.

The new strategic perspective
that was adopted by the ANC NEC in
December 1992 was the culmination
of this trend, and a turning point for
the movement. The new strategic
perspective was governed by one
central idea. This idea was that the
most effective way to solve the South
African question was to move as
rapidly as possible to democratic
elections. An ANC government
would have the power to deal with
the third force and violence. It would
also deal with the right-wing, Inkatha
and Mangope.
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It would also have the power to
begin the long march to social and
economic reconstruction, and start to
deliver some of the goods of the
new SA. In short, move rapidly to an
ANC government...even if some
compromises are necessary!

As a movement we lack a strate-

gic perspective in the current period
which incorporates the role of mass
struggle, or even mass action. All we
have is a strategy for negotiations. [
think it is a good strategy, and our
negotiators are doing surprisingly
well at the table - but it is only a
strategy for negotiators.

A new strategic perspective needs
to be developed for the transition.

The first element is a clearly de-
fined role for the masses to relate to
the negotiations process. [ do not be-
lieve that every issue that c'eadlocks
the negotiations should be taken to
the streets, the effects of turning on
and off the tap of mass action are
well known. There are some occa-
sions where the tap needs to be
turned on full power. The two most
imponant issues are the disarming of
the right-wing and joint, cffective
control of the security forces.

The second plank of a new per-
spective must centre on the sectoral
struggles, particularly health, educa-
tion, housing and other important
struggles. This must not be “left to
the sectoral organisations”, but must
be driven from the centre of the
ANC/SACP/COSATU alliance.

The third and most important
plank in a revolutionary strategic
perspective is to build dual power
wherever power resides in this coun-

try, at local, regional and national
levels. The organised sections of the
masses must engage the points of
power in society and demand and
negotiate control over these institu-
tions.

The negotiators in our ranks must
not lose sight of the need to carry
out the agreements that they have
been able to win and to defend the
gains made at the table. The demo-
bilisation of mass organisation is go-
ing to cost us dearly in the coming
months.

In conclusion, the challenge that
we face is to build a clear strategic
perspective and to champion our
ideas within the Party and within the
movement. To this end, [ would like
to suggest that the branch offer itself
as a platform for the Theos of the
world, guaranteeing the status of any
majority position as a position of the
branch to be championed in the re-
gion and nationally.

The challenge facing Theo and
other comrades who agree with his
criticisms is to come back into the
Party and shape it, fighting for their
positions in the Party, as Lenin did
from April to October 1917.

Fareed Abdullab
SACP, Cape Toun Central Branch

Editorial afterword
Comrade Theo Molaba bas taken up
the challenge issued to him in the last
paragraph of cde Abdullab’s letter.
Molaba bas witbdraun bis resigna-
tion and is playing an active and, of
course, critical role in the SACP. %
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The French Communist Party
(PCF) is in the process of
preparing for its 28th
Congress early in 1994. A draft
manifesto and
draft amendments
to the party’s con-
stitution (drop-
ping, among oth-
er things, democ-
ratic centralism)
has unleashed a
wide debate with-

in the party.
Among the many

PCF

contributions to the debate
one intervention, in particular,
has caused some controversy.
It is jointly signed by leading
PCF personalities:
Jean-Michel
Catala, Roland
Favaro, Charles
Fiterman, Guy
Hermier, Roger
Martelli, Jack
Ralite and Lucien
Seve. We publish
‘ extracts from the
intervention

Challenges of
the new period

t is now four years since the
IFrenr:h Communist Party (PCF)

launched an appeal for the re-
casting of a modern communist iden-
tity. The reason was simple: in a
France and in a world experiencing
unprecedented changes, the chal-
lenges to communism occur within
conditions radically different from
those prevailing at the time of the
birth of communist parties in the im-
mediate aftermath of the October
Revolution. Communists have to
draw all the necessary conclusions
for what they do and for what they
are.

The PCF can make a major con-
tribution to the renewal of a broad
movement for social and human
emancipation in our country.
Without unilaterally initiating such a
movement, the party can with others
launch and sustain such a move-
ment. With this strategic perspective,
the party’s own transformation can
overcome many obstacles, and help
to sustain many initiatives. Beyond a
simple revision of our constitution,
this implies the rejection of a large
number of unwritten codes and prac-
tices, of a whole culture of organisa-
tion rooted in a vision which is thor-
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oughly outdated, but which is, in
practice, extremely tenacious. This is
the vision of a vanguard instructing
and directing the masses.

In this regard, the worst enemy
of real change in the party is verbal
window-dressing. The new draft
constitution abandons the formula
“democratic centralism”, while care-
fully ensuring the continued domi-
nance of the centre — for instance,
by introducing into the constitution
practices which, until now, were
never constitutional requirements,
like the single text as the basis for
discussion at congress, or like the of-
ficial list of candidates to be elected.
There are other examples of concep-
tual duplicity, like the exaliation of
diversity without making practically
possible the free expression of differ-
ences, for instance, through the cir-
culation of different proposals.
Another example is the appeal to in-
dividual communists to consider
themselves sovereign while conceal-
ing from them elementary informa-
tion on the party's actual assets. This
reign of window-dressing does more
damage to the party than many hos-
tile projects.

This whole area is absolutely cru-
cial, and only political interventions
which are free of all ambiguity can
begin to redress the problem. For in-
stance:

B We must engage in an open criti-
ca! reflection on the history of the
parties of the Third International,
and in particular of the PCF, and
state in a clear manner what precise-
ly was this “democratic centralism”
that we are now abandoning — this

is an elementary requirement, but
one which has notoriously not been
met thus far.

B We must put an end to the prima-
cy of the leadership in the prepara-
tion and running of our congresses.
Thus, amongst other things, we must
end the monopoly of the majority
point of view in determining the ba-
sis for debate, we must end the filter-
ing of discussion and the selection of
delegates and the compiling of offi-
cial lists by the leadership.

B We must put an end to the monar-
chical role of the general secretary,
by limiting the duration that any one
individual can occupy the position,
to prevent the ossification of the full-
time officials of the party.

B We must promote by all means
possible a pluralist democracy within
the party, assuring complete freedom
of expression and of initiative to
members and structures...this in-
cludes the possibility of horizontal
contacts between different party
structures, full disclosure of informa-
tion, and the taking into account of
minority points of view.

Only a combination of measures

of this kind is capable of transform-
ing lip-service to the sovereignty of
inclividual party members into a real-
ity. Only such measures can root our
political practice in the diversity of
social expcriences, and buiid the
credibility of the communist struggle
among the living forces of our coun-
try. %
(The full text of this intervention was
published in the PCF's daily newspa-
per and central organ, L'Humanile,
October 29, 1993)
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Crisis
in the
CPUSA

Interview with
Charlene
Mitchell

Charlene Mitchell is an African American. A former leading
member of the Communist Party of the United States and
CPUSA Presidential candidate, she is currently involved full-
time with the Committees of Correspondence. She has also
had a long association with the anti-apartheid solidarity
struggle and other anti-racist struggles. In 1992 Charlene
Mitchell visited South Africa with Angela Davis. In the course
of 1992 the CPUSA suffered a major blow when Mitchell,
Davis and numerous other leading members left the party. In
this interview with The African Communist (conducted by
Raymond Suttner on 23 July 1993), Mitchell traces the
background to the crisis in the CPUSA.

The African Communist attempted also to interview a
representative of the current leadership within the CPUSA,
but we were told “it would be pointless”.
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AC: Comrade Charlene Mitchell,
after many years as a leading
CPUSA member you have left the
party, along with others,
including Herbert Aptheker,
Angela Davis, Gill Green, Michael
Myerson, to cite a few names that
are familiar to me. Could you
please give us some background
to the crisis in the CPUSA?

CM: Well, of course we can't go
back all the way into the history of
the matter, it would be like trying to
write a book about the Communist
Party in the United States. But it is
important to say that there were
some very serious problems that de-
veloped with the changes in leader-
ship in the Communist Party after the
death of our party chair, Henry
Winston.

Comrade Winston acted as a
brake between the membership and
the top leadership. When the top
leadership got too top heavy, cde
Winston would call a halt and insist,
you know, that we have to discuss
whatever was unresolved. I don't
want to make out as if his death was
THE only important thing, but it set
in motion certain events...all of
which related to the question of
democracy within the Communist
Party.

Directly related to the absence of
inner party democracy was our in-
ability as a panty leadership to dis-
cuss and deal effectively with a num-
ber of critical strategic questions re-
lated to the approach to mass move-
ments and the relationship with mass
movements; the question of electoral

politics; the relationship of the class
struggle to the question of the strug-
gle for African-American equality; the
question of the relationship to the
working class itself and to its organi-
sation, the trade union movement.

So, after the death of cde
Winston a number of questions came
to a head.

International developments also
began to impact on our party. You
will recall the change in leadership
in the Soviet Union with Andropov,
there were signs of a new openness.
[n our party ranks there was a gener-
al acceptance, a joyful acceptance of
the direction in which it seemed
Andropov was travelling. But the
sense that now we could open a lit-
tle more in our own pary, also set
off the question: Well if we can do
this now, why should we have not
done it before?

Questions began to emerge
around some of our own policies,
around the policies in the Soviet
Union, and policies in the rest of the
socialist world. But all of this discus-
sion took place on a very low level,
very quietly, but it was part of the
whole background of the interna-
tional discussion. The question of the
two Germanys and whether there
should be a single Germany was a
hidden discussion. We never really
got to discuss it openly within the
leading party structures. When the
Wall came down and Gorbachev
made his point welcoming reunifica-
tion it was felt, officially, that it was a
betrayal of the socialist movement.
But there had never been any real
discussion about it, it was just la-
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belled a betrayal.

You're saying that international
events in the socialist world high-
lighted a lack of glasnost within
the CPUSA, a failure to open up
discussion on matters that were
crucial to the party?

Exactly...

I gather cde Joe Slovo’s pamphlet,
“Has Socialism Failed?” was re-
garded as “unhelpful” by the top
leadership...

Definitely it was regarded as unhelp-
ful as far as some of our leadership
was concerned. But it is that kind of
an article, that kind of an opening
up of discussion which made an im-
portant contribution. Whether one
agreed or didn't agree, or agreed
partially or not so much with com-
rade Slovo was no longer the ques-
tion. The question was that he posed
questions that deserved discussion.
But instead of encouraging discus-
sion, the top party leadership dis-
missed Slovo's views as anti-socialist,
anti-marxist, anti marxist-leninist.

It was an essential discussion, but
the top party leadership in the
CPUSA tried to stifle it for as long as
possible. So that by the time that this
discussion opened broadly...I should
say that Slovo’s article was not circu-
lated officially within the party, it
was circulated circuitously you
know, people xeroxed it all over the
country and sent it, and so on.
(Which is another way of not under-
standing today’s modern communi-
cations, and modern technology, be-
cause the top leadership should have

known that it would have been
transmitted across the country.)

But even this kind of debate was
perhaps not the most central.
Theoretical matters are important,
but a party might have some time to
get itself together and come back
and discuss unresolved theoretical
questions.

But at the same time that all this
was going on, there was also discus-
sion on two questions directly affect-
ing the day-to-day existence of the
party.

One had to do with the character
of the US labour movement. Many of
us argued that there were fresh
winds blowing within the labour
movement, and that our old concept
of a left-centre coalition within the
union movement was no longer a
correct way of placing the issue.
That there really was no centre any
more within the trade union move-
ment, that most of the rank and file
and the good leadership was going
towards the left. A coalition between
the left and the centre could no
longer be the main aim of the policy.

That was a discussion that only
took place in trade union circles. It
was not a main discussion within the
party. But even if it had been, no-
one would have challenged the old
position, because to have challenged
it would have been to be “anti-work-
ing class” leadership.

The other issue, closely related to
the first, was the composition, the
new composition of the working
class in the US. In the midst of the
scientific technological revolution,
there has been the growth of what
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we call the Rust Belt in mid-West
(the Rust Belt meaning all of the in-
dustrial areas that have been shut
down, like in Cleveland, Akron,
Chicago, Gary, Indiana, just whole
areas of the country). Now this Rust
Belt had been the heart of industrial
trade unionism in the US. And it was
being shut down rapidly, with indus-
tries moving to other areas of the
country. There has been an absolute-
ly dramatic impact on trade unions.
[n the US today less than 15% of the
work force is organised into trade
UnIons.

Well, not to see that as being a
major problem, and not to have a
discussion about what you do about
that, beyond the slogans of organis-
ing the unorganised, not to take note
that something fundamental was tak-
ing place here, was a disaster. So,
that's what [ mean when [ say that
the shutting off of discussion on in-
ternational questions reflected a
more immediate shutting off in terms
of our own questions in the United
States.

Matters were coming to a head
and the death of cde Winston was a
blow to the party’s ability to open up
discussion. On several organisational
questions, for example, he would do
his best to get more openness into
discussion.

For instance, when the demand
was made that we tell the size of our
membership...(the political bureau
never knew how many members
were in the party!! We never knew
what the exact dues payments were!)
When we asked the question, they
would say we've recruited 500 mem-

*

The PB never

knew how
many

members
were in the
party!!

bers. Cde Winston would say: How
many initiation fees do we have? We
don't know. Well how do you mean
you've recruited 500 members if you
don’t have 500 initiation fees? That's
not important, these people were all
at a meeting and they said that they
were interested in joining the party,
therefore they must be in the pany. I
mean those kind of organisational
problems, which represented the fail-
ure to keep, not only the member-
ship, but even the leadership, abreast
of what the problems were.

Hang on, at what level was this
occurring? In other words, it's
hard to understand, at the PB lev-
el someone makes a report as an
organiser, or whatever..

...the organisational secretary...

...and the organisational secre-
tary, cannot be held accountable
for his/her job, did the organisa-
tional secretary fall under the
general secretaryship..?

Well, yes, the general secretary of
course was the highest, there was
supposed to be, in our party, an
equal relationship between the chair
and general secretary. That was not
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always the case, but ... the organisa-
tional secretary was responsible to
the political bureau...

Yet there was no way of com-
pelling the information from the
individual?
No, the underlying thesis was that
the less we knew the better we
worked. And a lot of it was excused
by invoking the McCarthy period,
that our numbers were wanted by
the enemy, and so on. So that was a
major problem in terms of honesty.
Most comrades felt that we had far
more membership, and therefore that
we could call on more resources
than we could. To be able to call on
20 000 disciplined members is a lot
more than being able to call on
3 000 not necessarily disciplined
members! This kind of information
must obviously impact directly on
your own strategy. When we were
asked by the party membership to
be more evident in certain move-
ments, we couldn’t do it because we
didn’t have it to be there. But most
of us didn't know why.

But we also‘couldn’t do it be-
cause we didn’t see the importance
of it, of working in mass movements.

After the death of cde Winston build-
ing the party was everything, and if
one did not build the party, one was
not accomplishing anything at all.
The question was not: How do you
build the party? It was all more me-
chanical than that. The main ques-
tion was to go out and ask people to
join the party. Not what the party
did to attract people to it. The idea
was to have parlour meetings, living
room meetings, or passive street cor-
ner meetings, or whatever. But our
activity within the mass movement
that would bring people to us was
nothing. Yet, the times that we have
recruited the most people and had
the most impact was when we were
most active in the mass movement,
around the Angela Davis case,
around work in the anti-Vietnam
movement, you know, within the
Peace Movement itself, this was the
time that we had recruited more
people than ever before.

So these were some of the real
questions that were up for discus-
sion. Now, the Stalin type organisa-
tional structure was very much in
operation, not only in our party, all
around the world. But in our party it
was more one-man leadership that
really began to take hold.

It, took hold so firmly that we
would not hear, the PB would not
hear an outline of the report to the
National Committee before the report
was given. On the basis of, well,
we've been discussing these things
for a long time, so you people know
what's going to be in the report!! But
then it would be given as a collective
report, and it was not a collective re-
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port, and then after the report the
age-old summary would be given,
and the report and the summary
would be adopted and that would be
the line of the party. But there was
never any real debate of that line.
The debate was: how to carry out
that line. The debate was: what
didn’t we do to carry out the last part
of the line as summarised in the last
National Committee meeting? You
know, that kind of thing. And so this
lack of democracy was undermining
the party, because you can't have a
structure that really works (unless,
perhaps, it's an army) if people don't
have some input into it.

When cde Winston died, and cde
Gus Hall became chairperson, the
general secretary’s post was...

Was done away with..

So this was a structural reinforce-
ment of this tendency as well..?
Yes, and then the other thing was
that there was to be an execulive of
the PB. You have a PB that is the ¢x-
ecutive of the National Committee,
and then you have an executive of
the executive!

To an outsider, building socialism
in the biggest industrial country
of the world, connotes essentially
a mass effort, even if the party is
a small communist party, it's got
to reach very, very far. From
some of the examples you have
given me, and other things I have
read, in a sense the party leader-
ship seems to have been very sus-
picious of broadening its ranks,

or broadening its influence in
fact, because the reciprocal effect
of broadening influence is that
others try to influence you. In
some ways it's almost a caricature
of what we used to say small trot-
skyite groupings used to do, this
attempt to close off from all influ-
ences, safeguard the purity of
some vision...
James Steele, who was on the
Political Bureau and who has now
left the party, used to make a state-
ment in the PB when things REALLY
got tight, he would say, are we will-
ing to be a small fish in a big pond,
or do we want to be the biggest fish
in a small pond? ... But that was ex-
actly the problem. If we couldn't
speak on a platform, we didn't take
part in it. If we were not considered
the vanguard, at least by ourselves,
whether other people did or not, it
was not worthwhile. So, for exam-
ple, there is a small Socialist Scholars
Conference organised regularly in
the US. Rather than trying to take
part in one of the workshops and so
on, if we couldn’t be one of the
main panel speakers, we didn't do it.
The concept of the unique role,
the historic role of the party, and the
concept of vanguard role, was one

*
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that we HAD it, that we automatical-
ly had it. To in any way act as if we
were not permanently the vanguard
was unthinkable. So you can under-
stand the problem that presented.

I understand that some of the ten-
sions within the party have also
related to the race question?

Yes, this was another issue that came
to a head when the National
Committee discussed replacing
Henry Winston and Gus Hall became
the national chair. Our parny has al-
ways had a leadership of black and
white, and we fought for that. I be-
lieve that if that kind of leadership is
not seen, then it shows that there is
not the same interest in this ques-
tion.

Historically the African American
question has been a very special
question, central to all democratic
struggles in our country. Gus Hall,
giving the leadership, began to chal-
lenge the centrality of this issue. He
argued that the class struggle was
central and nothing else could be
central.

I am not suggesting that all of a
sudden there was racism in the par-
ty, or that some people were mean,

w
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or anything like that. You had a situ-
ation where attention to certain
questions that African American
comrades felt were important, was
downgraded.

We used to have a magazine, a
party magazine, called Black
Liberation. Gus Hall was opposed to
the term “liberation”, on the grounds
that “liberation” was “tantamount to
self-determination”. He argued that
liberation was for nations, it was an
“inexact” term in the US situation. It
was at that time that Angela argued
that the concept “liberation” was a
more total concept than just equality,
that it meant that there was a whole
cultural identity that had to be
plugged for, that the African
American movement itself was a
movement and it brought through to
African Americans the whole ques-
tion of freedom and not just of for-
mal equality (because that was the
position of any administration, that
we all needed equal opportunity,
and that was as far as we needed 1o
£0.) But that was never won.

Could you provide some back-
ground to the formation of the
Committees of Correspondence
with which you are now associat-
ed?

At the party convention, as you
might know, a number of party dis-
tricts had been denied their full com-
plement of delegates. It was also de-
cided by the outgoing top leadership
of the party that anybody who (like
myself) had signed a document enti-
tled “The Initiative to Renew and
Unite the Party”, could not be in par-
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ty leadership. As a result of that de-
cision, a number of people who had
heretofore been members of the CC
were not nominated by the leader-
ship to be part of the CC (National
Committee, as we call it)...

The leadersbip nominates?

Yes, this is the “slate” system. And
everytime I, along with most of the
PB, had been part of this nominating
system. But on this occasion we
were excluded, although I was a
delegate. So all of the leadership
that had challenged the remaining
leadership was denied. People like
Herbert  Aptheker, Franklin
Alexander, Angela Davis, Danny
Ruben, James Jackson, a good
healthy part of the PB, were denied
nomination. After the convention
was over, we came together to as-
sess what had happened at the con-
vention. We agreed that we needed
to find a way to keep together peo-
ple who were so absolutely frustrat-
ed they would be leaving the party.
And there would be other people
who (like myself initially) would be
staying on in the party, but didn’t
know what to do in the coming
months. Then there were others
who had not necessarily been in the
party, but who were very close to
the party, and whom we wanted to
keep abreast. So we agreed to con-
tinue a network, to tell people what
was going on in different parts of
the country.

Herbert Aptheker made the pro-
posal to call the network
Committees aof Correspondence, a
name that goes back to 18th century

x*

.=« the
leadership
nominates?

and the time of the American
Revolution. So we held a meeting, I
think it was in February of 1992, and
agreed to call a meeting in the sum-
mer of 1992. At that point we
thought we would have about 400
people at such a meeting, in the end
there were 1300.

The Committees of Correspon-
dence network is based around a
newsletter, and our principle objec-
tive is to begin the patient task of re-
building and reconnecting the left in
the US. =

The African Communist R « Fourth Quarter 1993 » 35



HOMELANDS

Homelands —
the regime’s
election strategy

With elections approaching, the NP regime has a clear strategy to
destabilise ANC efforts in the bantustans. Phillip Dexter,
a COSATU nominee for the ANC election list and outgoing
NEHAWU general secretary, analyses the NP's shcemes and
proposes a counter-strategy.

The homelands or bantustans,
as they are known, have been
the focal point of much of the
attention of the national liberation
movement over the years. As dump-
ing grounds for the victims of
apartheid, these areas were the
scenes of the worst poverty, and of-
ten the worst oppression.

Since the terminal decline of the
apartheid system picked up pace,
these areas have been hotly contest-
ed, by the NP regime (via its surro-
gates and puppets), and the ANC
aligned Patriotic Front. In essence,
these areas contain enough votes to
drastically affect the outcome of the
forthcoming elections, and the NP
regime has devised a strategy to en-
sure it maintains control of those
bantustans it already has within its
camp, and to gain control of those it
does not have a hold on. This will

not guarantee the NP votes, but will
certainly limit those who would wish
to vote for the ANC from exercising
this right.

Central to this strategy are the
state’s various intelligence structures,
through which it is continuing its
past strategy of attempting to win the
hearts and minds of certain groups
of people, and using brute force
where it does not succeed.

At the same time, the contradic-
tions created by the terrible extremes
of uneven development, the misuse
and mismanagement of resources,
blatant corruption, and the now in-
tolerable living conditions of people,
have made these areas extremely
volatile.

This presents both opportunities
and dangers for the ANC in the cur-
rent phase of the NDR, and after the
elections in April 1994.
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Conditions
on the ground

A brief overview of the conditions of
the homelands will give a better un-
derstanding of what causes this
volatility.

B Population Density and
Land Distribution

There are large concentrations of
people in these areas, putting a
strain on the weak infrastructure, and
stretching resources to the limit.
Economic recession is thus felt more
acutely in these regions. Bantustans
make up only 14% of all the land in
South Africa. The Transkei and
Venda have 71 people per square
kilometre living in these hnmelands,
whilst in South Africa there are 28
people per square kilometre. In
Ciskei the density is 97 people per
square kilometre. Generally in South
Africa most of the land is owned by
white people. In addition, the land
available to black people in the
homelands is inferior, in all respects .
Of South African available arable
land, only 27% is in the Bantustans.
African farmers are restricted to 13.3
% of the total land in the country. (1)

B Income and resources

The levels of income in these areas
are considerably lower than in the
rest of South Africa. for a number of
reasons. In the first instance, these
are largely rural areas, and thus have
lower incomes and less in the form
of assets and resources. Secondly,
these areas still rely on the migrant

labour they can supply to the urban
areas for some income, and thus are
last in the line when it comes to in-
come that is earned by workers. In
1990, 83% of African rural families in
these homelands lived below the
minimal living level (MLL), compared
with 6% of families in the rural areas
in South Africa. In the urban areas in
the bantustans, 63% of African fami-
lies were living below the MLL, while
in South Africa the figure for the ur-
ban areas was 39%. This shows that
in every respect those in the bantus-
tans are worse off. (2)

B Services and
Infrastructure
[t is well known that essential ser-
vices such as health and education
are of a poor standard in the bantus-
tans. Schools and hospitals or clinics
are inaccessible to large numbers of
people, and it is not unusual for chil-
dren to walk long distances to and
from schools. If one compares
spending on health services and
South Africa and the homelands,
these disparities are revealed, In
1990 in the Cape Province, R99- 00
per person was spent on health. In
the Transkei, in the same year, R25-
00 was spent per person. In Natal it
was R73-00 per person, while in next
door Kwazulu it was R19-00. (3)
Roads and transport generally
are 1in poor condition. There is little
reliable public transport, except by
companies owned privately, often by
government officials. These are ex-
pensive, and services irregular. Since
these areas are largely rural, or semi-
rural, this is a severe problem.
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Simply going shopping can be a ma-
jor task.

B Despotic rule

There is no doubt that some of the
bantustan regimes, such as Kwazulu,
Ciskei and Bophutastwana, are
amongst the worst regimes in the
world. Whilst the ANC in these re-
gions is engaging these regimes and
scoring many victories, not enough is
being done to mobilise against these,
both around the country and interna-
tionally.

In addition, even the PF home-
land regimes are riddled with conser-
vatives, racists and intelligence
agents. These need to be identified
and either neutralised or expelled.
No end of problems are caused by
such elements employing “spoiling”
tactics, deliberately stirring up trou-
ble where there is discontent, and
even plotting, and attempting, to car-
ry out coups. The effect of such
forces is clearly felt in the limiting of
the ANC alliance in its scope of op-
erations in these areas.

Even those workers fortunate
enough to have jobs are themselves
discriminated against. In both the
private and public sectors wages and
conditions of service lag in the
homelands. Wage levels as low as
R38 per month have been reported,
and while these are not the average,
the fact that such low wages occur at
all is a sign of the extent of the prob-
lems of poverty.

All of the above makes for an in-
tolerable situation. Whilst these is-
sues are not unique to the bantus-
tans, the levels of poverty and these

other excesses make for some of the
worst conditions in the country.

B Public Service

In the civil service and public sector
problems abound. Thousands of
workers in the civil service do not
have security of tenure, or pensions.
Labour legislation and wages are not
on par with the public service in
South Africa, and in the reactionary
homelands particularly, management
practice is medieval in character.
Workers who take any industrial ac-
tion or even protest action are often
dismissed and, whilst this was also
the case in previous years in South
Africa, legislation granting limited
rights to take industrial action has
been passed by Parliament. In South
Africa in 1990 a general assistant
earned R708-00 per month. In
Bantustans it was below R584-00 per
month. (4)

In particular, these disparities
have been used to whip up anti- PF
sentiments in the homelands under
the control of such regimes. This has
been the source of some tension, for
example between NEHAWU and the
PF governments . At the time of fi-
nalising this article, the South African
regime had just successfully carried
out a silent coup in Lebowa, effec-
tively taking hold of that bantustan.
Attempts nave been made to over-
throw the Transkei, Venda, Lebowa
and KwaNdebele regimes on the
back of industrial actions by civil ser-
vants. This does not mean that work-
ers have acted in collaboration with
reactionary forces, but rather that
these forces have taken advantage
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of, and even promoted discontent
caused by very real grievances of the
workers in the public sector. The
classic case in this regard is the
Ciskei, where the current dictator,
Oupa Gqozo, came to power on the
wave of action by civil servants.

B Bad Government

The sad truth about the homelands
is that even the more progressive
regimes have problems around fund-
ing service provision. This is primari-
ly caused by deliberate under-fund-
ing by the NP-regime, but is often
exacerbated by corruption and by
mismanagement of the already mea-
gre resources. A further example of
bad government has been the un-
willingness of PF regimes to recog-
nise trade unions, and to involve
workers in the affairs of the govern-
ment in a progressive manner. Al
times these regimes have been open-
ly hostile to COSATU unions, rein-
forcing the belief of workers that the
governments are only opportunisti-
cally claiming PF allegiance to ride
on the popularity of the ANC.

COSAG and the
regime’s intelligence
apparatus

Such contradictions are often suc-
cessfully exploited by the intelli-
gence community, and their right-
wing allies. This is obviously not a
new phenomenon, as the Ciskei case
reveals. What is different is that these
forces are now trying to destabilise
the PF regimes. The state’s involve-

ment in this is clearly indicated by
the fact that where such coup at-
tempts fail, as in Lebowa, more bla-
tant means of regaining control are
used, such as exploiting the finan-
cial crisis or alleged irregularities that
exist, and sending in the government
representatives to take control of the
administration.

ANC Alliance

The ANC correctly identified these
homelands as strategically important
areas, and as early as the 1980s
switched from simply attempting to
make these areas ungovernable | to
working at  winning over the exisl-
ing, or installing more progressive
regimes. Where the ANC has failed,
perhaps inevitably so, is in ensuring
that the current PF regimes take on
the character and identity of the
ANC, and that they develop practices
that are in line with the ANC's vi-
sion of the new South Africa.
Similarly, the credentials and charac-
ter of these regimes has been mis-
judged, as in the case of Gqozo in
the Ciskei.

Obviously, the constraints placed
on these regimes by the NP govern-
ment, the lack of resources, the con-
servative civil scrvants in the admin-
istration, and most notably the con-
tradiction of having any kind of rela-
tionship with these regimes, has in-
fluenced the content of the ANC's re-
lationship with the bantustans. At the
same (ime, not enough has been
done to influence these regimes, to
control the excesses in certain of
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them, and to insist on cernain basic
standards from them as PF members.

1994 Election
Campaign

Many of these factors will be of cru-
cial importance in the election that is
fast approaching. To ensure that
hegemony is maintained and ex-
tended in the PF controlled and oth-
er homelands, and that the current
situation does not deteriorate, the
ANC has to develop a strategy to en-
sure the following:
® conditions are seen to improve in
these homelands in the short term
® Contradictions relating to the PF
regimes are limited and contained
® Grievances of public sector work-
ers are dealt with, including basic
trade union rights
® “Clean” government is practised
by PF regimes

In view of the strategic impor-
tance of these areas a greater empha-
sis and priority has to be given to
this problem. A failure to address
this will see those regimes in the PF
collapsing, or being overthrown.
Those that survive stand a very
good change of alienating large sec-
tions of the population that are po-
tential ANC voters.

Conclusions

Whilst it might be impossible to
achieve all the goals of such a strate-
gy prior to the democratic elections,
it is important for the ANC to begin
this process. This will ensure people

do feel that their plight is noticed,
and sway those existing marginal
voters. A failure to do something to-
wards these ends will also mean that
the future government will inherit se-
vere problems in these areas, which
by then it may be almost too late to
address.

Most damaging of all is that the
ANC will lose support if it does not
come out clearly in terms of the local
leaders it supports and allows onto
the alliance election list. These indi-
viduals need to be instructed, in no
uncertain terms, to clean up their act.
As potential ANC government mem-
bers that is the least that the alliance
can ask.

Notes

1.These figures are given in the
COSATU Education publication, Our
Political Economy, Understanding
the Problems. (COSATU March 1992),
p.14 and 15.

2. As above, p.19.

3. As above, p.27.

4. South African Labour Bulletin,
vol.16, no. 7, September/October
1992, p.48.
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Skenjana

n 25th September 1993,
Skenjana “lke” Roji, a dedi-
cated soldier, activist of the

ANC and national political education
officer in the SACP, passed away.

Born on the 10 November 1952
at Kei Road in Kingwilliamstown,
Skenjana came from a humble peas-
ant family. But it is a family whose
conviction about the inevitable suc-
cess of the struggle gave Skenji
moral and political support on the
difficult political road he travelled.

Skenjana leaves a colourful politi-
cal life behind. His political involve-
ment started in the early 1970s, dur-
ing the time of black consciousness.
He was a student at Fort Hare in
1974, but was expelled in 1975 for
political activism. Soon after he was
elected general secretary of SASO. In
1976 he was detained without trial at
Modderbee Prison.

He left the country in 1978 to join
Umkhonto We Sizwe. As close
friends, Skenjana, Ngwenduna
Vanda, Linda Mti and I had discussed
the matter and resolved to jain MK.

‘Ike’ Roji
An obituary

by Silumko Sokupa

Early in 1979 Skeniji took the oath as
a member of MK when we were vis-
ited in Lesotho by ANC secretary
general, Alfred Nzo, Mzwayi Piliso
and the late Cassius Make. In April, I
think, of 1979 he joined the ranks of
the Party.

Skenjana rose in the ranks of MK
and the Party. By the mid-1980s he
was our commissar in- the Lesotho
underground machinery. Two years
at the Lenin School in Moscow, from
1980 to 1982, had sharpened his the-
oretical and organisational skills.
That was one school.

We worked together in Lesotho
in the same underground unit, com-
manded by the late comrade Chris
Hani. And that was another school.
You worked knowing that death
could come any time. You had tasks
to perform. This school said to one,
yes the enemy is bombing Maseru,
they are kidnapping comrades, they
are carrying out night raids. But, this
school also said to you, this is the
by-product of the work we are do-
ing. Our people are at war, they are
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. attacking with arms, they are cam-
paigning politically.

As a commissar and, later as po-
litical education officer, Skenjana al-
ways said that comrades must teach
by example. He always spoke of the
dialectical connection between theo-
ry and practice, theory must be
translated into practice and practice
must enrich theory. He did not only
teach these things, he practised
them. He was humble, simple, a
good listener, he related well to peo-
ple. He had the ability to impart with
ease knowledge to other people.
This is what made him a good
teacher who won loyalty and com-
mitment for our pary.

ST : He lived a short life. It was a
E o e i ; short life of activity and purpose.
. TS .. Skenjana is one of the unsung he-
# . roes of our revolution. He will not
" be forgotten.

He is survived by his father,
Stanley, his mother, Nongebisaya
Nohombile, six sisters a brother, and
his longstanding companion in arms,
= Thenjiwe Mthintso. %
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Tribute to
Thenjiwe
Mthintso

by Nomboniso Gasa

n Friday 1 October 1993, the
0 South African Communist

Party held a memorial ser-
vice for comrade Skenjana “Isaac”
Roji. It was in this memorial service
that Thenjiwe Mthintso committed a
scandal, broke a taboo and violated
African tradition — for she chose the
memorial service of her lover and
comrade, Skenjana “Isaac” Roji to de-
fend the choice they made years ago
to “co-habit”.

The notion
of the family

Comrade Thenjiwe and Isaac chose
years ago not to get married and to
live together as lovers. This choice is
not considered legitimate by the
forces of “public morality’. For this

choice like many others, Thenji and -

ke were penalised. "Society’ is very
impatient, particularly with men who
have made these choices.

The attitude of this society and
the non-recognition of that relation-
ship was reflected in the ANC-SACP-
COSATU alliance pamphlet issued by

Thenjiwe Mthintso, SACP PB member
and SACP altemative representative on
the Transitional Executive Council

the SACP in which there was an obit-
vary for cde Isaac, stating: “He is sur-
vived by mother, father, six sisters
and one brother.”

No mention of Thenjiwe with
whom the deceased had chosen to
live for all these years.

We were ashamed when we saw
this silence on his life with her. A
friend says he read the pamphlet and
thought that there was something
missing and felt that maybe it was a
mention of Thenji?

He was not sure! He did not
know, but something was wrong.

When Thenji came into the hall
some of us felt like protecting her —
“Oh if only she does not look at this
pamphlet!"— but then how can you
not look at the programme for the
memorial service of your lover?
Anyhow, we were desperate to pro-
tect her in the belief that what you
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do not know cannot hurt you.

Thenjiwe takes

up the battle

[n the 80s the ANC had the clarion
call to the South African people to
turn every corner into a battlefield
When Thenji started to speak that
day one was reminded of this call,
Maybe South African feminists need
to heed that call. Perhaps we are too
careful about picking up and choos-
ing our battles.

It may be we are too cautious
about doing things that may alienate
our people. Maybe we are too ready
to “understand” that “our people are
not ready”.

Has this not sometimes meant
that we have lost some very impor-
tant battles without even engaging,
without putting up any sort of fight?

For “strategic and tactical” rea-
sons, understanding where “our peo-
ple are”, many a leading feminist in
this country, if they were consulted
before Thenji spoke, would have
said: “Mmh, eh, mmbh, for strategic
reasons, sister, you should not take it
up. “Eh, mh we should be careful so
as not to shock our people”. | am
sure for reasons more convenient
us, we would have advised her not
to speak, although we “agreed” with
her.

However, Thenji spoke.

In fact, when she was asked o
say a few words some of us
thought;"Batho! as if the silence on
her relationship with Tke was not
enough! Now, in the middle of her
mourning, she is being asked to ad-

dress a meeting. How can ].S [the
chairperson] do this?”

She stood up! Without asking for
advice she did it! The great “scan-
dal”, she spoke on the death bed of
her lover! Something that has never
happened on South African soil (if I
am correct). A friend of mine says:
such things you only read about in
feminist novels! She chose that
memorial service as the battle.

Unassumingly and with courage
she stood up. She spoke with such
clarity. She defended the choice she
and Isaac made, she defended Isaac
as a partner in that relationship, she
defended herself and other people
who have made such a choice. She
asserted her right to be recognised as
a woman who had lived, fought,
laughed with, loved and nursed this
man. With such clarity she chal-
lenged society, the SACP, ANC and
COSATU.

Had she been silent, perhaps it
would have been betrayal of Isaac
and the choice they had made to-
gether. Having lived in that relation-
ship she had to speak.

As a soldier she wrned that hall
into a battleficld. As a political edu-
cator she educated us.

We listened. shocked at first and
tense fo- her. She spoke about how
“society” does not recognise the right
of individuals not to marry, how this
society penalised those who exercise
that choice, women in particular.

We listened with bitter-sweet
feelings. We were sad that she has to
fight this battle on that unfortunate
day, on that unfortunate platform.
We cried and empathised with her,
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We were ashamed of our organisa-
tion, how can this happen? How can
the party of all organisations, an or-
ganisation which is supposed 1o em-
body an emancipatory value system,
have been silent?

We were overwhelmed in our ad-
miration for her. We nodded our
heads to indicate that we agreed
with her. We looked at her with
pride, sadness and joy. Go on sister,
Go on! Kubo! In our eyes we had
these expressions.

With our eyes we reassured her.
With our hearts we touched her.
With our tears we encouraged her to
cry, for we were the women she was
addressing herself to. We shared the
pain. We are the women who have
to fight this battle with you, in our
organisations, in our country, and
the world over.

A slogan resurrected
On that afternoon, Thenji resurrected
an old feminist slogan, “the personal
is political”

After she had defended the
choice she had made with Isaac, she
went on to look at the relationship
she had with this man. She was loyal
but not uncritical. She drew a con-
nection between their personal life
and their political beliefs — a lesson
for all South African feminists, the
left, and freedom-loving people in
general.

As a feminist she empowered
other women. The battles we are
fighting in our personal lives are
valid. Those after-supper arguments
about who washes up are important.

True, women’s emancipation and
equality cannot be measured simply
by who washes dishes, etc. But then
again, if this area of work is not
shared, it becomes very difficult to
look at whether you are, in fact, in-
volved in an equal relationship. How
do you measure it, if there is no
change in your everyday life?

What was important about this
example was the fact that in most
cases feminists steer away from it.
There is so much inconsistency and
unresolved business at this level.
Instead of people admitting this, it is
often reduced to a non-issue espe-
cially in left circles. It is often argued
that you need to look at change in a
broader sense to be involved in the
process of change generally.

Unfortunately, so many of us, es-
pecially from oppressed communities
become trapped here. The question
is, how do you look at change
broadly when you are so busy get-
ting supper ready, catching up with
the newspapers and AC’s and
Agendas? This does not leave you
with quality time with your partner.
Sharing household responsibilities
makes it easier for everyone.

This is a very difficult struggle, it
is one that has seen many feminists
fall on the way. So many of us are
inconsistent when it comes to this.
For the sake of “peace” in the house
many assertive women have let this
battle fall aside and compromised
themselves.

The fact that Thenjiwe referred to
this was empowering to women. [t
was good also because we had our
male comrades there, hopefully the
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debate will continue from there. [t
was good also because, more often,
leading women who have that crisis
in their personal lives choose not to
engage in the debate and sometimes
repress others who do come out.

It was good also because that
struggle about washing dishes is
very central to our daily lives as
feminists.

She integrated the application of
our political principles into our per-
sonal lives. She looked at the ques-
tion of being in touch with ourselves
as a process in no way preventing us
from being in touch with Lenin,
Marx and Engels.

At the end of it all, we are left
with ourselves and our consciences.
There is need to balance the person-
al and political aspect of our lives.
The two are an immutable parts of
our identity.

She also dealt openly and honest-
ly with Isaac's repressed nature. So
many of us are like that: in the
process of the revolution, dealing
with battle trenches and detention,
reading Althusser and Gramsci, we
have tended to repress the emotional
side of our being.

Dealing with the regime, prison
and ‘exile meant that we had to be
strong in order to survive. We want-
ed no emotional attachments — that
can be a sign of weakness. Once
you are in the hands of the enemy, it
can work against you,

This also has much to do with so-
cialisation. Men are supposed to be
strong and not show tender feelings,
and so on. Women are supposed to
be soft, gentle and tender. What is

often overlooked, when we talk
about socialisation, is the fact that
women are, in fact, not allowed to
feel. Our duty is to please and serve
men.

Also sometimes women in their
struggle for equality have been
trapped. When you are part of the
struggle you'have to be strong ‘as
men’ in order to gain acceptance,

Time to be human

The time has come to drop our
shields. To be human once again, to
accept ourselves, to claim our space
in the world by crying and laughing
loud, enjoying life, loving and being
loved and relaxing. Maybe we will
find that when we have learnt to be
honest and open to those closest to
us, we will be more effective in our
struggle. Perhaps the most powerful
struggle is the one that comes from
inside, untying the knots and resolv-
ing our hang ups.

“He was my MK commander,
at one stage, and I was his MK
commander at another stage”,
said Thenji. This is the beauty of
Thenji and Ike’s relationship. The
commitment to the same ideals and
to their choices.

Thenjiwe took the risk of be-
ing misunderstood and misrepre-
sented. She said what had to be
said, what needed to be said, in
the most difficult of circum-
stances.

This is my tribute to you, sister.
Thank you for doing it for us women
and men in that hall. In doing it for
yourself you did for us all. %
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Women’s struggle,
women’s gains
in Norway

by Liv Tarres

The tripartite alliance has just
taken the important and
progressive decision to ensure
that at least one-third of those
on the ANC election lists are
women. This is a first for South
Africa, and almost certainly a
first for Africa. In Norway and in
other Scandinavian countries
there have been some two
decades of experience of
special, gender-sensitive
quotas and other affirmative
action measures. Liv Tarres,
who works for the Norwegian
Trade Union Centre for Social
Science and Research, gives
the background and

assesses progress

ome people argue that sexism
S is part and parcel of apartheid.

Others, like Albie Sachs say
that it is rooted in patriarchy, one of
the few deeply non-racial institutions
in South Africa (Sachs 1990). Indeed,
at least one writer has said that patri-
archy is the only non-racial South
African institution (Bazilli 1991).

Gender is a basic factor in the di-
vision of labour all across the world;
in capitalist and socialist countries, in
developed as well as in developing
countries. Men’s privileged status in
production is argued for on the basis
of women’s role in reproduction.
The logic of giving birth and there-
fore being committed, supposedly, to
a lifetime of washing dishes and
changing nappies is often unques-
tioned, even by women.

How do we address this gender
inequality? Some say that strategies
are needed for “raising” reproductive
tasks and “motherhood” to the status
and value of jobs in the productive
sector. In my view, however, this
should not be mistaken for a process
leading to womens’ emancipation or
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gender equality. The struggle for
equality must be based upon a fight
for equal access to jobs and status in
production.

In Norway, women have strug-
gled for both jobs and political posi-
tions, while also wanting to remain
mothers and partners. We haven't
got it all. However, comparatively
speaking, seen in an international
perspective, we have acquired
unique experiences and made
unique gains. A “silent revolution”
has taken place in Norway, and in
the other Nordic countries. It hasn't
been a revolution of marches, or of
big numbers, or hard weapons. It
has been a transformation of the sex-
ist nature of society, with women
taking over positions which were
earlier reserved for men. With what
means? Where does it place women,
and what do the men have left? This
article focusses on affirmative action
and the struggle for equality in
Norway. The task of providing strate-
gies for present and future struggles
of South African women must be left
to others.

State feminism

Feminists often claim that the private
sphere of kinship and the family is
the locus of women's oppression
(Hernes 1987). As a result, a great
deal of attention is devoted to this
sphere in feminist writing. Some
feminists, however, emphasise the
free market’s oppressive quest for
cheap labour. State and market are
rarely looked upon as problem
solvers. Insofar as they are dealt

with, they tend to be described as
impersonal and exploitative patri-
archical institutions, resistant to re-
form.

In Nordic traditions of anti-sexist
struggle, a more positive view of the

- state, as an instrument of popular

will, has developed. The state is
seen as an institution to be used to
control the sources of social and
economic inequality; namely the
market and the family. In this con-
text, “state femi-

nism” was coined

as a term in State
Norway to de-
scribe the specific  and
national alliance
between the sate  market
and feminist
groups (Hernes
1987). are

During the late
1960s and 70s in- rare'y
creased emphasis Iooked
was put upon the
incorporation of upon as
women into the
economy. Women
entered the labour problem
market to a large  golvers

extent in response

to a shortage of

man (or women-) power in the pub-
lic services, which the social democ-
ratic party in government wanted to
enlarge as part of a general welfare-
state concept. These development in
women's employment were not at
first, principally, a conscious strategy
for the liberation of women devel-
oped by the party or the state.
However, as women entered the
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labour market, more attention had to
be devoted to the conditions re-
quired for them to be able to work.
The need for the state to facilitate
these conditions became more ap-
parent. Women became consumers
and producers of public goods. They
were consumers throught their de-
pendency upon the state to provide
necessary services, like creches and
hospital care. They were producers,
insofar as they were taking over their
own former domes-
tic tasks (child-care,

A society i of the aged
s catering), but now
: may : on the state pay-
wellbe =
non- ~ Building a
. . culture of
sexist equality
art il The Norwegian law
' WIthQUt on gender equality
ctually  espouses non-sex-
' _aF'_.u.a v - ism and prohibits
| b&ll‘lg - discrimination on
s the basis of gender.
eql.lal Positive discrimina-

tion, aimed at elim-

inating inequality
is, on the other hand, legal. This pro-
vision obviously fosters affirmative
action. This is critical, because a so-
ciety may be well be non-sexist in a
formal, constitutional way without
actually being equal. The uniqueness
of Norwegian law is that it says ex-
plicitly that there shall be equality
between men and women. It states
that women and men have the same
rights and status and shall have the

same access to services in all sectors
of the society. There is a legal oblig-
ation for gender equality to be en-
trenched and fought for by strategic
interventions in employment, educa-
tion, organisational life, politics, etc.
Norwegian law has provisions to en-
sure that media, advertising, school
curricula, and so on, function in
ways that build a culture of equality,
where women are not portrayed as
different from men, and where gen-
der is not connected with certain tra-
ditional roles. Advertisements illus-
trating women as sex-objects are ille-
gal. There are institutions 1o ensure
law enforcement and to handle com-
plaints.

All corporative councils and
structures are legally bound to have
at least 40% representation of each
sex. The law says such gender com-
position shall be strived for also in
politically elected councils. Womens’
representation in political bodies and
parties has significantly increased as
a result. Furthermore, gender issues
are consciously spread and incorpo-
rated in all political and public work.
In Norway we have deliberately
avoided segregating womens’ issues
into a separate ministry, which
would easily result in womens’ inter-
ests remaining remote from political
life and from the responsibility of
other ministries. Each ministry in
Norway, therefore, has responsibility
for incorporating gender issues into
its work and for developing a pro-
gramme of action for gender equali-
sation.
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Motherhood

Equality presupposes the freedom to
choose equally, which is based upon
freedom from prejudice, skew role
patterns, attitudes and expectations.
Much of the subsequent political mo-
bilisation of women began initially in
the 1970s in campaigns against the
portrayal of women as sexual ob-
jects. There were large campaigns
against pornography, escourt agen-
cies and prostitution.

Free abortion became an issue of
major importance and it was won
during the 70s in all Nordic coun-
tries. Achieving equality and escap-
ing from the absolute domination of
our reproductive roles meant having
a real choice, and not only a formal
choice as to whether we wanted to
have children or stay at home.
Medical care is free, which means
that the availability of abortion is not
a question of individual financial re-
sources. The right to choose also im-
plies having the facilities and real
possibilities to say yes to children.
Norway provides one of the longest
maternity leaves in the world - 42
weeks with full wage compensation
or 52 weeks with a 80% pay-out. In
addition, the father must take off 4
weeks and he may take almost the
whole period of leave.

Affirmative action
Legal rights are important, but not
enough to ensure practical results
and equal opportunities. Strategic in-
terventions may be needed to re-
move inequalities.

First, women often choose not to

work. Public services like creches,
education and health services were
provided to give women a real op-
portunity to work. Public, as op-
posed to private solutions, were cho-
sen to make the same standard of
services equally available to all, irre-
spective of region, income and class.
Whereas social services in most
countries are restricted to people in
the labour force, social services in
Scandinavia are usually extended on
a universal basis,
regardless of em-

ployment. Nomay

Furthermore, al- : o

though being a pI'OVIdes

controversial issue, :

the social democra- QRNE

tic party has thus

far been inclined to ﬂf the

provide public ser- |

vices, instead of longeSt

cash benefits which _ i

were looked upon maternlty

as having the risk '

of “forcing” women in

back to the kitchen. Ieaves 0
Secondly, a seg-  the world

regated labour mar-

ket had to be trans-

formed by affirmative action to help
ensure that women and men increas-
ingly occupy the same types of
work. This challenge was ap-
proached from two sides. First,
strategic intervention was needed to
achieve equal representation of fe-
males and males in schools, thereby
assuring equality at a later stage in
the labour market. Secondly, recog-
nising that men and women would
still tend to choose different profes-
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sions and education, and that there
would still be discrimination in the
labour market itself, affirmative ac-
tion was needed also there. The con-
cept of “positive discrimination” was
introduced, of which there is both a
“weak” and a “strong” version.
Females, for instance, get priority en-
trance into schools and into jobs in
sectors where women are underrep-

resented at point of

- departure. The
Women are “weak” form refers
o to situations where

of decisive  “omen st pronty
. if they have
e A achievements and
““porlance qualifications that
for . ' are equal to their
S i - male counterparts.
... _ga_ g The “strong” ver-
smlallﬂ ~ sion is where
3= 3  women get priority
andsocial  .inough having
g less qualifications
demmratlc than men. The lat-

ter is applied
where women are
heavily underrepre-
sented in a sector,
or profession.

High schools admit students ac-
cording to earlier achievements and
gender. Recognising that women still
tend to choose other professions, or
tend to end up with less education
than men, a rated system has now
been introduced in high schools and
universities. Schools get money re-
funded for each student they manage
to get through the whole curriculum.
In professions dominated by men,
universities will get a 50% higher

amount per woman graduating.
Furthermore, state loans are provid-
ed which give everyone real access
to education, irrespective of gender,
background and family income.

Positive discrimination in the
labour market is apllied principally
in the public sector. It is more diffi-
cult to put in practice in the private
sector. However, with approximately
35 % of the economically active
working in the public sector, such
provisions cover a substansial num-
ber of the workforce. The main
agreement between the Con-
federation of Labour (LO) and the
employers organisation covers provi-
sions for affirmative action and quo-
tas of representation in the private
sector. So does the Work Environ-
ment Act, which covers the whole
economically active population.

The legal provisions on gender
equality are mostly concerned with
womens' rights. In practice, howev-
er, positive gender discrimination
also works to the advantage of men.
Nursing, childcare and teaching are
examples of sectors which are domi-
nated by women where men now
get the same kind of priority to jobs
accorded to women in sectors like
engineering, academic life, certain
manufacturing industries.

Fourth, indirect discrimination
against women in employment prac-
tices is confronted by legal provi-
sions and agreements. It is illegal to
apply for employees on the basis of
gender, or in such a way that it
serves as an indirect barrier to
women. Working-hours and work-
schedules cannot be advertised and
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implemented in such a way that they
serve as barriers to women. If a
woman suspects that she is discrimi-
nated against on the basis of gender,
she may may easily bring the case to
court or to the ombud for gender is-
sues. The law states that a candidate
who does not get a job is entitled to
an explanation and employers carry
a burden of proof in retrenchements
and firing cases.

Norway was the first (1978), and
still one of the few, countries to get
an ombud for gender issues and
equality. The ombud is state-appoirit-
ed and will intervene in discriminato-
ry practices of the media, advertising
and in unfair labour practices on the
basis of his/her own judgements and
investigation. The rulings and deci-
sions of the ombud have legal status.
There is also a state-appointed coun-
cil for gender equality. The purpose
of both the council and the ombud is
to ensure that the law on gender
equality is enforced and followed.
When it comes to unfair labour prac-
tices, workers and the union may
take such cases to the Industrial
Court. In practice, discrimination on
the basis of gender is interpreted in a
broad and strict sense by the Court
system. Employers are often left with
the burden to prove that employ-
ment or labour practices are not dis-
criminatory.

Radical women - the new
working class

When reproductive tasks were
moved away from the home, women
moved along. About 70% of women

in Nordic countries are economically
active. Only 11% of Norwegian
women identify themselves as
housewives and three out of four
married women with small children
are working. At the same time, how-
ever, we have one of the most segre-
gated work-forces in the world. At
the turn of the 90’s more than 50% of
working women were employed by
the public sector and a high number
of them chose traditional jobs in “re-
productive” services like health and
education. A relatively high number
of women work part-time.
Women have become of decisi-
sive importance for socialist and so-
cial-democratic parties. Socialist val-
ues and what we would traditionally
define as working class conscious-
ness is increasingly associated with
women rather than with men, and
with high education rather than with
blue-collar work. Women in the
Nordic countries have been mo-
bilised through their varied ties to
the state much as men were mo-
bilised through the market (Hernes
1987). Radical left-wing values and
support for state regulation and in-
tervention in the market is explained
by gender itself, and not only the
fact that these women work in the
public sector and thereby have spe-
cific interests to defend. This new
“working class” is the future poten-
tial backbone of the labour move-
ment and of socialist parties.
Norway was one of the first
countries in the world with a female
prime minister and certainly the first
with nearly half the government be-
ing women. However, female politi-
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cians generally do not raise issues
substantially different from men or
vote differently from their male
counterparts. The outcome on poli-
tics has not been drastic change.
Nonetheless, to a certain degree, fe-
male politicians focus more upon re-
productive issues and the conditions
required for combining work and the
home-sphere. More significantly, per-
haps, women politicians have had an
enormous impact as role models for
younger womens’
perceptions of fu-
ture possibilities

and hence on

for equal - choices in educa-
work has tion and careers.
- Differences in

to a |afge . choice of education

~ extent

 beenput

and in the labour
. market are slowly
but surely being

- levelled out.
. ract|ce;;-- Power with a
-Ep _ female voice
""" Most studies of

~ gender focus upon

- the alienation and

repression of

women, rather than on their power.

Although still in small numbers,

women are now represented in top

positions in all spheres of Norwegian
public life.

Most political parties are striving
for equal gender representation in
representative bodies, election lists
and political bodies. In the early 80s
female voters themselves staged a
“coup” in elections for the municipal

councils by shifting women candi-
dates upwards on the election lists,
thereby increasing the number of
women elected from approximately
10% to around 36%. Women make
up nearly 40% of the elected
deputies in political councils at the
regional level and 36% of Parliament.
The differences between men and
women are being levelled out in the
public sector and in political life. In
economic life, however, the situation
is different. Less than 5% of manage-
ment in private companies is female.
Unions are another bastion we
haven't yet won. Although almost as
many women as men are members
of LO, women compose only about
20% of the representatives in execu-
tive boards and general councils in
the labour movement. A far smaller
proportion of national leadership is
female.

The social construction of

men’s disadvantages?
The Norwegidn struggle for women's
rights reflects a careful balance be-
tween, on the one hand, a recogni-
tion that women have specific contri-
butions, experiences and interests to
defend and, on the other hand, the
struggle to uproot such gender-spe-
cific experiences and interests.
Affirmative action has been con-
troversial. Some argue that having
women represented in political or
economic positions “just because
they are women” will have serious
negative implications for the carrying
out of important tasks and thus for
the functioning of society at large.
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However, although women some-
times may have had less qualifica-
tions for positions than men, they
had enough qualifications. Women
learnt through the process and
proved their rights.

What do the

men have left?

What do the men have lefr?
Everything and even a bit more — but
not the same! In certain areas men
may have “lost” a bit. They may now
be more affected by the increasing
unemployment rate, than if women
were not in the labour market. Some
would also say that men have lost
potential wage increases because of
an enforced wage equality policy
levelling out differences between
men and women. Income differen-
tials are relatively small between
men and women in the Nordic coun-
tries. Equal pay for equal work, or
for comparable work, has, to a rela-
tively large extent, been put into
practice. Men’s relative loss of wage-
increases is, however, combined
with a change from a family-structure
based on one relatively high income
to a family structure based upon two
relatively smaller incomes. Parallel to
women going out onto the labour
market, men still perform far less of
domestic duties in the home and
with children than women (Flotten
1991). Men have got someone (o
share the economic burdens of fami-
ly-maintainance, without taking over
their equal share of domestic work.
Although losing some of the patri-
archical control and power over the
family with womens' increased inde-

pendence, men have got the addi-
tional gains and stimuli of equal part-
nership.

What have women gained?
Despite the fact that gender issues in
Nordic countries have been longer
on the public and political agenda
than in other countries, there are still
clear role differences to be found.
Women in Norway still tend to do
the same jobs as before, but now on
the state pay-roll.
Women brought
with them the tasks
they earlier did at
home out in the
public sphere as
producers of public
services. There is
still a fair amount
of truth in the say-
ing that where
there are women,
there is no power.
So what have we
achieved? Double,
or triple work in-
stead of liberation?
Generally, men
have advantages in
decision-making bodies: they more
easily take the floor, chair meetings
and influence decisions through ex-
perience and confidence.
Nevertheless, through access to pro-
duction and economic life, women
in Norway have gained financial re-
sources and independence. Through
work, we have gained access 1o or-
ganisational life. Trade unions in
Norway function as a learning area
for women, building organisational
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and political competence and skills
(Raaum 1988).

It has taken us centuries of pas-
sive resistance and about 20 years of
action and we still haven't reached
the aim of equality. Some will say
“show patience, things take time”.
An active conscious struggle gives
results, but we also need time for
culture and perceptions to change
and for women to achieve the confi-
dence and experience. However,
with time alone and without continu-
ous struggle, affirmative action and
vigilance from women, we wouldn’t
have achieved anything.

Women in Norway don't work
only for income or economic ne-
cessity. Work and status in the
production sector give us self-ful-
fillment and resources we can
use to influence decisions affect-
ing our lives in other areas as
women, workers, child-rearers
and family-partners. Quoting
Helga Hernes, female state secre-
tary for Foreign Affairs; “why
should we leave all the fun to
men”? %
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Ronnie Kasrils, SACP Political Bureau and ANC National Working
Committee member has just published an autobiography, Armed
and Dangerous (Struik). Already the work has received a great deal
of media attention, both in South Africa and overseas. In Britain,
there has been a third print-run within weeks of its appearance.
We publish here a long excerpt from the chapter “Disneyland” on
Kasrils' experiences in Swaziland in the mid-1980s.

The story begins at the time of the Nkomati Accord, with Kasrils, in
disguise, having been tipped off at Maputo airport that he had best
return on the same flight to Swaziland. ANC cadres were being

expelled from Maputo.

“Disneyland”

Ronnie Kasrils

T he plane climbed quickly and
[ looked back at the concrete
city of Maputo with its spec-
tacular coastline and harbour. Soon
we were flying over the outlying
townships and then the bushveld
stretching towards the Lebombo
mountains and the mini-state of
Swaziland. I looked down at the
Namaacha border-post thinking of
the countless times | had jumped the
fence with comrades who had since
fallen in battle.

We were in Swazi airspace with
twenty minutes or so flying time to
Matsapa airport. [ needed to have a
good reason for immediately return-
ing to Swaziland. I decided to say
that on reaching Maputo [ had re-
ceived an urgent message that “my
brother” in Manzini had been in-
volved in a serious car crash after
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dropping me off at the airport. It
sounded a farcical reason to me but I
could not come up with anything
better.

The Swazi lowveld, with its dry
bush and green stretch of irrigated
cane fields, gave way to the hills and
fertile valleys around the small town
of Manzini. We landed at the airport
and a handful of passengers alighted
— the rest remaining on board for
the onward flight to Lesotho.

A large lady in West African
dress, was struggling to disembark
with two young children. I decided
to give her a hand, more for the sake
of camouflage than courtesy. The
same immigration official who had
processed me out an hour before
was handling the in-coming passen-
gers. | handed him my passport mut-
tering about the family tragedy that
had unexpectedly brought me back
to Swaziland.

He scarcely glanced at me as he
began making calculations on a pad.
He finally looked up and said:

“You can have thirty one days.”

Normally someone would fetch
me from the airport. There had been
no time to alert my contacts so [
caught a taxi and drove into Manzini.
The “hub” of Swaziland consists of a
collection of stores along two main
streets, with no buildings more than
two-stories high; a number of
churches and schools; a sports club
and showground; a comfortable two-
star hotel frequented by South
African security police and a “no-
star” hotel patronised by their infor-
mants; a police station, a clinic run
by the Nazarenes and a population

of some 30,000 dispersed between
outlying townships and some well-
to-do suburbs. The latter housed a
mixture of schoolteachers, aid work-
ers and business people from abroad
and an emergent Swazi middle strata.
Near the Matsapa airport is a military
base, a police school, an industrial
area and a low-economy housing es-
tate where a number of South
African refugees had resided for
years. It was constantly being raided
for undercover ANC operatives and
local gangsters and was called
“Beirut” because of the number of
gun-fights that had taken place there.

I alighted from my taxi outside
the town centre and after pretending
to go into a shop made the rest of
my way on foot uphill to a house in
a middle class area.

My soft knocking on a back door
was answered by an ascetic, bearded
figure with a distinctive accent from
a certain part of the British Isles. His
face lit up in a toothy grin:

“What happened? Didn’t the
plane take off?” he asked.

My explanation intrigued him and
he puckered up his face in distaste:
“Samora’s going to learn the hard
way not to trust the Boers, but has
he any alternative?”

in their garage and soon after

dinner I was on the road to
Mbabane, the Swazi capital fifty kilo-
metres away.

The strip between the two towns
is the busiest part of the Kingdom. It
takes one past Matsapa, the
University, the National Stadium, the

I had a safe car which was stowed
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Parliamentary buildings (silent by
day and night because of a Royal
suspension), the Monarchs Palace
and then along the Ezulweni Valley
up a long, steep climb to the cool,
damp heights of Mbabane. The
Ezulweni is unbelievably beautiful
and boasts a weird combination of
glitzy hotels and seedy motels; a fre-
netic gambling arena with casino and
one-armed bandits; raunchy strip
shows, ‘skin flicks’ and hot mineral
springs with something called a
“cuddle puddle”; a game sanctuary
and golf courses; riding schools and
various resorts and chalets within
mountain forests. It is an ideal area
for discreet rendezvous: be these be-
tween white South African business-
men and Swazi prostitutes; Boer han-
dlers and their covert agents; ANC
commanders and underground oper-
atives. We had a saying that after
dark the only cars on the road were
ANC and Boers. For those of us
working undercover Swaziland was a
capricious blend of beauty and the
beast.

The Valley sparkled in bright
sunlight by day and was dark,
moody and frequently under heavy
mist at night. The nineteen kilometre
long hill winding up to Mbabane is
extremely dangerous and boasts the
record number of fatal accidents per
kilometre in the Guiness Book of
Records. This statistic is exacerbated
by the heavy consumption of alcohol
in the country especially by motorists
on weekends.

Because of these features and the
topsy-turvy power struggle within
the ruling elite, Moses dubbed the

country “Disneyland” — a place of
daydream and delusion which could
suddenly transform into nightmare. 1
was always relieved to reach the
summit into Mbabane, especially at
night, and avoiding the town centre
— marginally busier than Manzini —
arrived at a second safe house.

Knocking at the door I knew I
would be scrutinised through a spy-
hole before it was opened.

“I thought you were leaving to-
day?” a handsome, dark eyed indi-
vidual of my age said on opening
the door. It was Ebrahim Ismail who
was the senior undercover operative
on the political side in Swaziland. He
worked closely with Zuma and my-
self. Our association went back to
the 1960’s when he had been arrest-
ed for sabotage and served fifteen
years imprisonment on Robben
Island. He had joined us in Maputo
in 1981 and had been deployed in
Swaziland after that. In fact I had
helped him set-up his safe house
and could claim to have taught him
how to drive in Maputo and cook in
Swaziland - skills he had not ac-
quired before going to prison.

I reported to him about the dete-
riorating situation in Mozambique
and we began considering the likely
consequences for our network in
Swaziland.

“The comrades in Maputo are ex-
pecting to be deported in large num-
bers to Lusaka, all except Zuma and
a handful who we hope will be per-
mitted to run an office”, I reported.
“Some comrades will try and remain
undercover but the majority will at-
tempt to slip into Swaziland with in-
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structions to infiltrate home. Our
structures here must get ready to re-
ceive them. We'll need to prepare for
an influx of over two hundred armed
combatants within the next fort-
night.”

Ebrahim’s immediate response
was about funds. “We're going to
have to rent more houses and feed
them. I hope Maputo will send us
the money.”

“We'll need to send a surfer to
Maputo immediately and raise that
and other questions. But let's meet
the military commanders tomorrow.”
[ suggested.

The commander of the Natal mili-
tary machinery, as it was called, was
Thami Zulu. His counterpart on the
Transvaal side was an equally tall,
erect and imposing individual named
Siphiwe Nyanda whose MK name
was “Gebuzha”.

e were meeting one
morning in a safe house
belonging to Gebuzha

when one of his lieutenants, a quiet
spoken, lanky individual called Jabu
interrupted us. “Problems, problems”
he muttered in undertones to
Gebuzha. The latter's eyes opened
wide and he intimated we needed to
leave at once. At first I did not think
the problem concermned us and that
he was having to attend to some-
thing personally. But he grinned
stiffly and said: “We've got to get out
quick. Jabu's just got a tip-off that a
raid’s been planned on this address
by the Swazi police.”

Ebrahim and I left him to his
packing whilst Jabu dropped us off

in town. Our car was parked at the
Swazi Plaza, the main Mbabane
shopping mall. We drove a couple of
kilometres, past the Mbabane golf
course, to his modest house in the
suburb of Dalrich where Swazi spec-
ulators were putting up modern resi-
dences. There were no tarred roads
here and the bush encroached up to
the boundaries of the homes.

As | negotiated a corner I
glimpsed a truckload of soldiers on
the main road. As I drew Ebrahim’s
attention to this a second and then a
third truck drove by. It looked as
though the suburb was being sur-
rounded and we decided to turn
around and drive back to town. No
sooner had [ made a u-turn than we
were stopped by a couple of men
with rifles who materialised from the
garden of one of the houses. They
were in shirtsleeves and ties and de-
manded to know who we were and
what we wanted.

[ sensed they were Swazi special
branch and looking suitably sur-
prised and irate but not arrogant,
replied:

“We're businessmen, looking for
a house in Pine Valley, but who are
you?”

“Police”, was the curt answer,
“Pine Valley's back up the main
road”.

“What's going on here?”

“You'll read about it in tomor-
row’'s paper”.

There certainly was a great deal
going on. From the main road we
could see the soldiers being de-
ployed around the suburb. Back in
town we spotted a number of police

60 + The African Communist R « Fourth Quarter 1993



BOOKS

cars whizzing about. We felt safe
enough in our disguises and decided
to take stock of the situation over a
cup of coffee in a quiet restaurant
from where we could alert various
contacts by telephone. Ebrahim
needed to see one of our main con-
tacts personally and we decided he
would see the individual who
worked in an office nearby and meet
up with me at the Swazi Plaza. As |
walked towards the car I felt T was
being followed. I continued walking
in order to make sure.

The individual concerned was a
young, well built black man, in casu-
al clothing. I had noticed him sitting
at a nearby table in the coffee bar
and emerging immediately after I
left. I came to a comer, turned left
and then immediately crossed the
road. There was quite a lot of traffic
about which gave me the chance to
look about in a natural way. Sure
enough the young man was still be-
hind me. I was going to have to de-
termine whether this was coinci-
dence or deliberate.

[ went into a men’s clothing shop
and looked through a rack of jackets.
Sure enough my friend had stopped
outside and was even squinting into
the shop to see what I was up to.
On leaving the store I crossed the
road and found he was sticking to
me like glue. I needed to get back to
my car and pick up Ebrahim and
could not afford to waste much time.
This was a situation that required
some rough tactics.

I walked down a quiet street and
turned a corner and waited. Sure
enough my friend came sprinting

around the comer and almost collid-
ed into me. I hit him on the chest
with a clenched fist.

“Pasop jong!” (Watch out, you!) I
exclaimed in Afrikaans, “If you're try-
ing to rob me you'll get a bullet next
time!” I left him, uncertain and shak-
en on the corner, and walking swift-
ly away approached the Swazi Plaza.

Rushing up the hill towards town,
panting heavily with excitement was
Craig Williamson, the security police-
man. [ would have recognised him
anywhere and at any time — the
florid complexion, the narrow eyes,
the corpulent frame. We had heard
from our contacts that he was staying
in a local hotel and had been com-
ing to Swaziland on and off to set up
a spy network. In fact we had his
room bugged. There is an iron law
of counter-surveillance never to look
over your shoulder. [ broke it for the
first and only time that day. I looked
back and Williamson was looking
over his shoulder at me. On his part
it was either first time recognition or
he had been alerted to my presence
and current disguise. Whatever my
view of Williamson he was an oppo-
nent of strong nerve and ability. The
sooner | linked up with Ebrahim and
we cleared out of the area the better.

We stayed the night in Manzini.
The next morning's “Times of
Swaziland” had a sensational report
of a raid by Swazi security forces on
an ANC residence in Mbabane.
Gunshots had been exchanged with
the occupants who had managed to
flee into the surrounding bush.
Several ANC members had been
rounded up. Speculation was that
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these were trained MK cadres who
were entering the country in large
numbers from Mozambique. The
house concerned was just a street
away from Ebrahim’s residence and
we did not know it was being used
by our operatives.

uring the following weeks
the “Disneyland” term
coined by Moses lived up to

its expressive, if at times tragic,
flavour.

Within days a large group of MK
combatants were intercepted cross-
ing the border from Mozambique. A
dozen were rounded up and de-
tained at a police station at Simunye
in the sugar cane area.

Within no time they had escaped
and a massive hunt was underway to
track them down in the cane fields.

“The Swazi Times” which normal-
ly reported cases of petty corruption,
small town robberies and “muti”
murders could scarcely keep pace
with the dramatic events as a house
in Manzini was placed under seige
by the security forces. A policeman
was shot through the head, possibly
by mistake by one of his colleagues,
as he approached to check on a re-
port about suspicious occupants.
When armoured cars were brought
up the occupants decided to surren-
der. A couple of our comrades, how-
ever, decided to make a break for
the bush and gunfire erupted leaving
one of our people dead in his tracks.

We had issued orders that our
people should not engage in gun
battles with the Swazi security forces
and fortunately these were the only

fatalities. Thami Zulu and I came un-
der fire outside Mbabane when his
car was recognised and Swazi police
gave chase. A tyre was hit and
Thami, remaining ice cool, manoeu-
vred the car off the road and into the
bush. We jumped out with bullets
whistling overhead and ran as swiftly
as we could for a friend’s house
which was fortunately close by.

A big problem was finding safe
venues for the meetings of our com-
mittee. In the early period a number
of attempts were made and had to
be abandoned because of sudden
raids. We tried meeting at picnic
spots or by parking-off in quiet for-
est tracks but the army and police
were patrolling everywhere and we
just could not manage an undis-
turbed meeting,

“Let’s meet in a posh restaurant”,
I suggested. “We’ll dress up to suit
the occasion and choose somewhere
secluded.”

Moses recommended the
Calabash Restaurant in the Ezulweni
Valley. We booked a table in a quiet
alcove and Thami and Gebuzha
looked especially smart in well-fitting
suits and ties. Ebrahim and [ wore
safari suits and we all wore specta-
cles as part of our disguises. Every
time the waiter or wine steward
came by I addressed my colleagues
as doctors. We drew our meal out
and managed to cover a lot of
ground concerning the current emer-
gency situation. We were able to
linger over dessert and coffee and to
give the meal an authentic finale I
ordered brandies. Ebrahim, being of
Muslim background ordered a coke
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instead and Thami and Gebuzha said
they would have cokes as well as
brandy. Little did I imagine that they
meant brandy and coke.

The wine steward carefully
poured three measures of the finest
Cape KWV brandy into the appropri-
ate balloon glasses and watched as |
took an appreciative sip. His expres-
sion turned to horror as my col-
leagues, the “doctors” Thami and
Gebuzha, filled their brandy glasses
with coke, said “cheers”, and
knocked the mixture back. I had to
explain to them how sacrilegious it
was to mix coke with KWV or co-
gnac as they sat back with mischie-
vous smiles.

On another occasion we arranged
for Gebuzha to pick Ebrahim and
myself up at the Holiday Inn in the
Ezulweni Valley. While Ebrahim and
I waited we talked and sipped drinks
by the poolside. I became aware that
we had attracted interest when [ no-
ticed a couple of white males staring
at us from the bar. They were mean
looking types and when I looked a
second time there were four such in-
dividuals visibly scowling at us. Just
then one of Gebuzha's lieutenants,
Peter Patel, arrived to tell us their car
was outside.

“I think we've got problems”, I
said. “I think those guys are watch-
ing us, in fact they're doing it quite
openly. I'm going to the gents.
Follow me in a minute and see what
they do.”

I had the impression of eyes bor-
ing into the back of my head as I
made my way to the cloakroom.
Peter arrived in a state of excitement.

“You're right, two of them fol-
lowed you and are outside the door.
They were about to come in when I
came by.”

“Okay, let's get back to our table
and discuss what to do”, I replied.

We walked past the two men
Peter had referred to and they
promptly turned their backs on us.
They were big, brawny types who
looked as though they'd be happy in
any rugby pack. “South African secu-
rity branch for sure”, [ said as we sat
down with Ebrahim.

A waiter came to our table and in
an unctuous manner asked for our
order. He smiled at us in an oily way
and was back with our drinks within
a minufe.

We paid him and he stayed to
pour each of the drinks out which
was uncommon. Conscious of the
group of heavies at the pub watch-
ing our every move, | said to my
companions:

“Right, so we’ll meet the others at
the casino in two hours time”. I nod-
ded at the waiter, said “thank you”
and repeated to Ebrahim and Peter:
“At the casino in two hours”. I was
sure he had been asked to eaves-
drop and hoped my deliberate refer-
ence to the casino would put the
South Africans off our trail.

We finished the drinks and decid-
ed to leave in a group for Gebuzha'’s
car. As we moved through the hotel
foyer about six of the heavies began
bearing down on us. There were
several long lines of vehicles in the
car park. Gebuzha’s car and a back-

up vehicle with bodyguards was a

hundred metres away. One of our
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adversaries was trying to cut us off.
It looked as though a gun fight was
imminent. I put my hand into my
pocket and he backed away. They
were still behind us, however, as we
reached Gebuzha's car, but then they
held back. Maybe they were consid-
ering organising their forces for a
confrontation at the casino if indeed
the waiter was in cahoots with them
as I suspected? Probably they did not
like the look of our boys in the two
cars. One of our people aimed an
AK47 rifle at them as we drove off
and they ducked behind the shrubs.

ysteria in Swaziland was at
an all time high. On a daily
basis the media carried

news of yet more raids and arrests
and implored the public to be on the
watch for “itinerant males” arriving at
strange hours at houses which were
“quiet by day and came alive at
night”. Mug shots of Gebuzha, Thami
and their lieutenants appeared on
Television and we were having to
change our disguises from month to
month. The university, which was an
ANC support base, was surrounded
on several occasions and the stu-
dents’ residences, male and female,
searched for fugitives.

The most sinister aspect of the
situation was the interrogation of
those captured. We estimated that
over one hundred comrades had
been rounded up and were being
held in various police stations. They
were being illegally removed in pairs
by certain members of the Swazi se-
curity police, handcuffed and blind-
folded, and taken to a secret destina-

tion for interrogation. They were giv-
en the impression that they were just
a stone’s throw from the South
African border and if they failed to
answer questions satisfactorily would
be handed over “to the Boers”.

In fact the interrogation centre
was a Swazi Army base on the old
Tea-Road overlooking the Ezulweni
Valley. The actual interrogators were
indeed South African security, more
than likely the heavy squad we had
almost clashed with at the Holiday
Inn. Swazi police would put the
questions to our comrades but they
wore ear-phones and were directed
by the South Africans sitting behind
glass partitions in a make-shift stu-
dio. This was a concession the Swazi
Government was making to Pretoria.
They could not afford the opprobri-
um of the OAU by handing our peo-
ple over but were prepared to co-op-
erate in this bizarre form of interro-
gaton.

It took a couple of months for
the security team to process all our
cadres and then they were deported
to Tanzania. The most zealous Swazi
security officer was an individual
called Shiba who carried out his
tasks with great cruelty. He was
gunned down from a moving car as
he emerged from the police officers’
club in Mbabane after attending a
pre-Christmas  luncheon in
December, 1984,

Just after Christmas Gebuzha,
who seemed to have as many lives
as a cat, was almost captured in a
raid on an Mbabane flat. His right-
hand man, Jabu, was arrested as he
was parking a car outside the build-
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ing. Police broke down the door of
the flat when the occupants refused
to open it. Gebuzha, and a fellow
comrade called Matau tried to escape
via the balcony. Matau fell and broke
both legs and several ribs. As he lay
writhing in agony a bullet was fired
through his knee. He was held in
solitary confinement, after hospitali-
sation, and then deported to Lusaka.
Gebuzha managed to climb onto the
roof where he hid for a day and a
night before getting away to safety
and reorganising his machinery.

Despite the problems of survival
we faced in Swaziland our structures
managed to operate throughout the
crisis of 1984, Whilst over one hun-
dred comrades had been rounded up
and deported to Tanzania we man-
aged to infiltrate over 150 into South
Africa.

y May, 1986, I was again in
B Swaziland. We had been

painstakingly rebuilding our
structures there and I was sent to en-
courage our commanders to step-up
actions in response to the rising mass
struggle at home. I had also been re-
cruiting supporters in Europe to pro-
vide assistance, especially in terms of
setting-up safe houses for our hard-
pressed cadres, and wanted to
check-up on the recent arrivals. I
flew out with Zambia Airways using
a new disguise and false documents.
It was quite a thrill looking down at
the Limpopo River, across which our
guerrilla groups were operating into
the northern Transvaal, and overfly-
ing South Africa.

No sooner was [ back in

Swaziland than things started hot-
ting-up.

oth MK’s Transvaal and Natal
B machineries had been in-

creasing their operations.
Landmines had been laid in the mili-
tarised border zone of the northemn
Transvaal and also close to
Swaziland. Durban had been dubbed
“Bomb City” in the South African
press because of the spate of explo-
sions that rocked it. In one of these
the deputy chief of the security po-
lice was killed. An attempted attack
on the oil refinery resulted in a fierce
shoot-out with four MK combatants
who fought to the death. Thami
Zulu’'s command .had become espe-
cially active and had opened a guer-
rilla front across the Lebombo
Mountains in the Ngwavuma area of
north-east Natal. This area was in
fact the direct responsibility of
Kumalo Migwe (Mzala). Paul
Dikaledi was handling the land mine
operations whilst Ebrahim was in
overall command of the political un-
derground.

Thami Zulu, in his characteristi-
cally responsive manner, promised
to step-up operations. Unfortunately
the TV news soon reported that one
of his couriers, a young Swazi stu-
dent, had been arrested at the Golela
border-post with Natal. The car she
was driving had a secret compart-
ment loaded with explosives. It
looked to me as though the South
Africans had prior information and
suspicion fell on one of Thami’s lieu-
tenants but we could not be sure. Of
additional concern was knowledge
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the driver had of one of my longest-
serving assistants, “Vincent”, the
schoolteacher from London, whom I
had recently brought to Swaziland. I
had brought him out to give special
assistance to Ebrahim but decided
that he should be withdrawn. When
the Swazi police visited him a short
time later to check on his passport
and work permit it put our decision
beyond dispute.

Then on the night of Saturday,
2nd June, two of our operatives and
a young Swazi woman, were shot
dead in a house outside Mbabane.
They were Pansu Smith, Sipho
Dlamini and Busi Majola. They were
found by comrades on Monday
morning lying in pools of blood.
They had been shot at close range
by weapons with silencers. The
neighbours had not heard any gun-
fire. Apart from headwounds Busi,
who was Pansu’s girlfriend, had bul-
let holes through the palms of her
hands from attempting to ward-off
the gunshots. Three white men were
seen going into the house on the
Saturday night. They must have been
let in by a fourth man, who was a
contact of the comrades from South
Africa, who had arrived in Swaziland
for consultations with them that
Saturday. When I heard how the
comrades had first come to work
with him, because he had a car and
funds, I pointed out an old adage
that had much relevance to our situ-
ation: “Beware of Greeks bearing
false gifts”.

The day before we made our
gruesome discovery Ebrahim and I
had been meeting a contact at a pic-

nic spot in the beautiful Pine Valley
outside Mbabane. While the three of
us talked by a sparkling stream a
high peformance red Mazda drew-
up nearby.

Three white men emerged from
the vehicle, with two of them mak-
ing straight for the river close to
where we sat. The first greeted us in
a frenetic manner, bubbling and gig-
gling, and asked whether it was safe
to swim.

“Sure”, I said. “Are you new here?
Where are you from?”

“Peru”, he answered, with an un-
mistakable Latin accent, and hurled
himself, clothes and all, into the wa-
ter.

“He’s mad”, the second individual
commented, sitting down next to us.
He was a lanky, big boned, evil
looking character, with an Union
Jack tattoo on his forearm. Like his
friend he was under the influence of
alcohol and maybe drugs.

“Where are you from?” he asked
us in a flat, heavy voice.

Keeping my hand close to my
pistol, tucked out of sight under-
neath my shirt, I replied pleasantly
that we worked in Swaziland. “And
what about you?”, I added, “From
your accent and your fine tattoo I
would guess you're an Ulsterman?”

“Proud of it”, he replied, “but I
had to leave quite a few years ago.
Been working in Rhodesia and then
[ came to South Africa...” He looked
back at the third man, who was off-
loading a crate of beer from the boot
of the car, and lowering his voice
added: “You can say I'm on police
work”.
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The third man arrived and was
clearly keen to avoid interacting with
us. The Ulsterman lumbered to his
feet and with a bowed head and re-
spectful air assisted the latter carry
the beer down to the stream. We
heard the Ulsterman ask if there was
any dagga left for a smoke and the
so-called Peruvian was told to swim
over to where they were sitting
down.

The third man was clearly a
South African and from appearances
and the deferential attitude shown to
him [ judged him to very possibly be
a security branch man and most
probably the “handler’ of the other
two. He was in his mid-thirties,
dressed in a casually smart way, had
a neatly trimmed moustache, a con-
trolled air about him and reminded
me of “Magnum” the popular TV in-
vestigator.

ur meeting occurred on the
Sunday, the day after the
slaying of our three com-

rades, and the day before we were
alerted to their deaths and the sight-
ing of the three white males outside
the victims’ house. When I received
the report I instantly, almost intu-
itively, thought of the three men at
the picnic spot. The alcohol and
drug binge was what we knew about
the “spacing out” of the hit-squads
after such an operation. Had the
South African handler been taking
the two killers out to unwind after
the operation the night before? Were
they still around and waiting to strike
again? Was the “Peruvian” more like-
ly a Portuguese mercenary from the

former colonies?

[ discussed this with Moses on
the Monday moming and we decid-
ed to go out and investigate. We left
his home just before noon, aiming to
check every drinking spot between
Manzini and Mbabane.

We were on the lookout for the
red Mazda and aiming to cover a
score of possible venues on the fifty
kilometre trip. I felt sure that if the
trio had remained in Swaziland we
would have a good chance of spot-
ting them.

We drove past three possible
venues in Manzini itself and one
restaurant at Matsapa. At the foot of
the Ezulweni Valley, before the posh
hotels and restaurants, there is a dirt
road branching off to an hotel by the
Mantenga Falls. We had a quick look
at the car park but there was no
sight of the red Mazda. As we were
driving back to the main road it ma-
terialised around a bend heading for
the hotel. Sure enough “Magnum”
was at the wheel, the Ulsterman was
at his side and a third figure, proba-
bly the “Peruvian” was in the back
seat.

“That’'s em”, I told Moses, turning
the car about as soon as they were
out of sight. When we reached the
hotel the red Mazda was in the car
park. We decided Moses would go
in alone since they would recognise
me from the picnic spot and might
get suspicious.

[ parked out of sight and waited.
After some time the three drove by
in the Mazda and Moses joined me.
We followed their dust trail to the
main road and saw them turn left up
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the Valley.

“Christ!” Moses exclaimed, “what
a wild bunch. I came across them at
the hotel bar. You're dead right
about the big Irishman, what an evil
character. What foul mouths he and
that smaller fellow have. Everything
was ‘eff’ this and ‘eff’ that. The small-
er guy was definitely doped to the
eyeballs and has a Portuguese accent
alright. You could've cut the atmos-
phere with a knife in there. They
were insulting the black staff who
were petrified.”

“What about Magnum?” [ en-
quired.

“Hardly opened his mouth. They
refer to him as ‘Jannie’ so he's a Boer

alright. He just kept paying for the
drinks. Definitely the handler.”

The Mazda sped past the Holiday
Inn complex of hotels and began
climbing the long hill up to
Mbabane. It soon pulled off, howev-
er, driving into a motel. We knew
there was a bar in the place and
hung back giving the trio enough
time to get inside. There was no
sight of the Mazda outside the bar,
however, so I drove slowly around
the complex, scanning the rows of
motel rooms for it. We spotted it
outside one of the rooms with its
doors open. I parked in an adjacent
row and we could see the Irishman
and Peruvian flopped out on their
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beds. “Magnum” walked out to the
car, closed the doors, and went back
into the next door room.

“Sitting ducks”, Moses muttered,
with a nod and a wink. He was all
for taking them out then and there.

“No. I'll have to speak to the
command here”, [ answered, “This is
their turf.”

At a meeting that night with
Thami, Gebuzha, Ebrahim and a
comrade called Thomas who was in
charge of intelligence, [ gave a report
about the three men and we dis-
cussed what to do. Thomas had a
great deal of information about ene-
my hit-squads in Swaziland and was
able to confirm that the team respon-
sible for the Mbabane slayings was
still believed to be in the country.
What was more there was a sugges-
tion that British and Portuguese hit-
men were involved. He had a con-
tact working at the motel who would
be able to carry out some checks on
the men for us. I put forward
Moses’s line and argued that we
should prepare to eliminate the trio.

“We can't be sure that they’re the
same men who murdered Pansu,
Sipho and Busi on Saturday night,” 1
began, “but they certainly fit into the
category of hit-squad. We know the
ring is closing in on us here and that
the enemy is ready to strike. If we hit
first we destabilise and intimidate
them. We know that they find it diffi-
~cult to absorb casualties. We've got
this trio in our sights but before we
know it they’ll be gone. If it's possi-

ble to obtain some confirmation -

about their activities we should act.
If we can’t we should seize them and

question them about what they’ve
been up to and their intentions.”

In war it is necessary to act when
the opportunity presents itself. We
waited for several days whilst the
contact at the hotel obtained bits
and pieces of information all rein-
forcing the strong suspicions we had
of the trio. Most damning was a re-
ported meeting they had with a
known South African agent. When
Thami and a heavily armed group fi-
nally broke into their motel room it
was discovered that they had van-
ished.

It was several years later when
the scandal of government hit-
squads was publicised in South
Africa that [ recognised “Magnum”,
a sadistic murderer by all accounts,
from a newspaper photograph. %
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‘“Tonight
we’ve got
Up My Alley
with us’

Liberation Chabalala. The world
of Alex La Guma, edited by
Andre Odendaal and Roger

Field, Mayibuye Books,
UWC, Bellville.

“ t about eleven o'clock at
A night a car, loaded with
Security Branch men
raced after us, hooted and forced us
to a halt at the side of the
road... Torches flashed on to the back
seat. There were a few brown paper
packets and a number of collection
boxes. Hands tore at the brown pa-
per, and a voice said triumphantly,
‘Ah, dis die economic boycott.” The
detectives seemed very excited.
“We were then each allocated to
a police car, and wedged in by de-
tectives drove in convoy along the
dark and silent roads to the Philippi
police-station... A security man came
in carrying the packets of leaflets
and said to his man: “Count’.
‘All of them?” asked a surprised
detective. ‘One by one? '
‘One by one’ The young Alex la Guma
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They counted the leaflets on their
fingers. Somewhere in the back-
ground another detective said:
‘Tonight we've got Up My Alley with
us.”

After many years in exile, not all
of our comrades made it back home.
One outstanding figure left behind
was Alex La Guma. He lies buried in
Cuba, where he died in 1985.

La Guma, author of a number of
fictional works (A Walk in the Night,
And a Threefold Cord, The Stone
Country, The Fog in the Season’s
End and The Time of the
Butcherbird) was a major figure in
the African literary renaissance of the
1960s and 70s. He was deeply ad-
mired by his contemporaries, includ-
ing the Nigerian, Wole Soyinka and
the Kenyan, Ngugi was Thiong'o.

He was born and bred in District
6, Cape Town. La Guma’s father,
Jimmy, was one-time assistant gener-
al secretary (to Clements Kadalie) of
the ICU, and a prominent (if at times
controversial) member of the
Communist Party of South Africa.
Alex, himself, joined the Young
Communist League in 1947, and be-
came a member of District 20 of the
Communist Party the following year.

Alex La Guma remained a com-
mitted communist for the rest of his
adult life. In 1956 he was one of the
156 members of the Congress
Alliance put on treason trial. After
years of harassment and of deten-
tions and one attempted assassina-
tion, he went into exile in 1966.

The present collection of writings
and cartoons by La Guma is from
the period just before he became a

celebrated novelist. The material is
culled from his contributions to the
Congress-aligned newspaper, New
Age, and especially from his weekly
column, “Up My Alley”. Between
1956 and 1962 he wrote some 250
Up My Alley columns.

This collection is fascinating for
many reasons. In the first place, the
articles give us an insight into events
of the period viewed from a perspec-
tive that shuttles between District 6
kerbside wisdom and communist in-
ternationalism.

“So you want to be a spaceman,
huh?...(he writes after the Soviet's
have launched the first ever manned
space-flight)... Well, boetie, you'll
have to become a Springbok
first...According to ‘an Afrikaner’s’
description of Yuri Gagarin reported
in Die Burger he looked as hand-
some as a Springbok centre!”

As the editors point out, in an ex-
tensive ‘and insightful introduction,
La Guma needs, in part, to be locat-
ed with the pioneering generation of
Drum writers — Bloke Modisane and
Can Themba. They were were writ-
ing at the same time and, like La
Guma, they were cutting their teeth
in journalism. Also, like the Drum
writers, La Guma is clearly influ-
enced stylistically by the tough-talk-
ing, wrong-side of the tracks world
of a Damon Runyon, and of
Hollywood B-grade movies:

“We had a week off from the
Treason Trial so yours truly decided
to do the town. You can’t see
enough of this burg...I hit
Chinatown...”

But unlike the Drum writers, La
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Guma always anchors himself in a
consistent Congress-aligned politics,
the first clause of the above extract is
typical. Politics frames and qualifies
his walks into the underworld. The
tension between the two doesn't al-
ways work. But at its best (and it of-
ten is at its best), the tension makes
electricity.

Related precisely to this is what |
believe to be the most fascinating as-
pect of the collection for our con-
temporary South African situation.
The Up My Alley columns are part
and parcel of an attempt (to use
1990s South African jargon) to build
a left hegemonic project, to connect
a socialist perspective with popular
culture, for socialism to become pop-
ular culture.

In this regard, the columns need
to be located within the broader tra-
dition of the New Age itself. New
Age began its life as The Guardian
newspaper, appearing weekly for 25
years under that name. After being
banned it became Clarion, the
People’s World, Advance, New Age
and finally Spark.

From its inception, Communist
Party members were central to the
newspaper, and in the 1950s it had a
major impact. As Odendaal and Field
write in their introduction:

“the newspaper played an impor-
tant role in building the Congress
movement in the 1950s, laying the
basis for the present formal
ANC/SACP alliance which was ce-
mented in the 1960s...By the mid-
1950s it had become the semi-official
mouthpiece of the ANC, the ‘weekly
heartbeat’ of the liberation move-

ment. According to Pinnock, the ANC
relied heavily on the skills, finances,
and media of the party and its mem-
bers as it transformed itself from a
“disparate organisaiton (geographical-
ly compartmentalised and without
funds or a newspaper) into the “sin-
gle fighting force' it had become by
the end of the 1950s.”

The challenges facing the left in
our country in coming years will, ob-
viously, not be identical to those in
the late 1950s (when the secretly re-
launched SACP had not even yet
publicly announced its existence).

But the fundamental challenge, of
anchoring and deepening a left pro-
ject within popular culture, surely re-
mains.

“A friend of mine whose name is
Gladstone was strolling in town the
other day when a European character
behind him called, ‘Say Jim, wait a
minute.’

Gladstone just keeps on going
and this other character keeps on
hey-Jimming behind him. So
Gladstone turns around and says:
“You talking to me?’

‘Sure, Jim,’ this character says.
‘“Where is Plein Street”

‘How d'you know my name is
Jim?

‘Why, I just guessed.’

‘Well,” says Gladstone, ‘You just
guess where Plein Street is.”

[ suspect there is much we can
learn and relearn from the weekly
column of the young Alex La Guma.
And now, thanks to Mayibuye Books,
as the security cop in Philippi police
station put it, we can have: “Up My
Alley with us”. %
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BUILD YOUR OWN LIBRARY!

NEWI NEW! NEW] SA Price Overseas (US$)

® BUILDING WORKERS POWER FOR CHANGE R3,00 $3.00
The Manifesto of the SACP, as adopted at the Bth Party Congress, December 1991

® SACP CONSTITUTION R3,00 $3,00
The Constitution of the SACP, as adopted at the Bth Party Congress, December 1991

® THE RED FLAG IN SOUTH AFRICA R3,00 $3.00
An illustrated popular history of the SACP, from 1921 to 1991

® UNDERSTANDING HISTORY R5,00 $5.00
An illustrated basic guide to Historical Materialism .

® MAY DAY POSTER R3,00 - 83,00

OTHER PUBLICATIONS
® UMSEBENZI back copies (each) R3,00 $3,00
® THE AFRICAN COMMUNIST back copies {each) R8,00 $8.00
® HAS SOCIALISM FAILED? by JOE SLOVO R3,00 $3,00
® THE PATH TO POWER R1,00 $1,00
® 50 FIGHTING YEARS by A LERUMO R25,00 $25,00
® SOUTH AFRICAN COMMUNISTS SPEAKS R30,00 $25,00
(compiled by Brian Bunting)
® THE ROAD TO SOUTH AFRICAN FREEDOM R3,00 $3,00
® PHILOSOPHY AND CLASS STRUGGLE R3.,00 $3,00
® A DISTANT CLAFP OF THUNDER R1,00 $1,00
® SEVENTY YEARS OF WORKERS' POWER R1.00 $1,00
® THE SOUTH AFRICAN WORKING CLASS AND THE NATIONAL
DEMOCRATIC STRUGGLE by JOE SLOVO R3,00 $3,00

® THE AFRICAN COMMUNIST
Contents and Index (from 1959 to 1988)

Newer titles available soon!

SOUTH AFRICAN PRICES EXCLUDE POSTAGE
ALL OVERSEAS PRICES SEA MAIL (INCLUSIVE)

Send order fo:

INKULULEKO PUBLICATIONS
PO. Box 1027, Johannesburg 2000

Or phene:
Indris Naidoo on (011) 339-3633/4

R25,00 $25,00

74 » The African Communist R « Fourth Quarter 1993




