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Tho Ahic.n r-,;.tiO".iI Coo....,.... IA."lCI 10<1 the . trur,gle ' j!;.ins' .portlw:i<'l in 1M 195Qs.
tlnli"" cornporable 111'""",,1. lib"...l iun , tru&<:iE'o elocwl>ere in AIric.o . nd A' II . howev...... the
...." tlll<"! !nOV"""",' .compn""" .n .Ib.. nee cf~"S'......,. "'l"""""li"ll tho! feu,. "",on e!l'llu~
group' in Soulh A/nc.: llti, ,""'I. ,noes 'WO /ToIjc, d" veloprne-n!S ,n o~hOn polillO
over ,he I<J4So-1%O p<'nod: lhe d" vclopn-..n' of • non"";ol rn,," "'" movemen, .nd 'J...
~mce of or-g.n•..-:I wru,e opp.>'li non 10 'plrtheid.

In U-... ye... following the~ ..orld w. t . the ANC """, h, 10 belli ~elop ..
populI' Airi<.tn . upport N loe.;>d to CH>p"""'" with ""n-Ahic... O'!"tIi..tiOns. Th;. ,.ve
ri .... 10 wId.....nging·d~te . mong Aln~n n.otio...1i.I. 0"'" tho! e(f;~KV .of co-<rp<'"b"g with
orga",..'ions ..hich ...... u,"""""omed with ,he """'urag..........' C'4 AIr-i<:;.tn no........li1"' ..:><l
..,,", polen"..l comp:111or, fo. Alri<.l:l .upport. A. .. ' ",ult, ANC Ieidu s~ a n, .fo•
.. IIDMlciol or 'all·on· body ,n fl vou, 01 a mula 'KlaI I Ili.."", oI .COT>grcsoe1 .....inla'''''',
org.niSln"",,1 and cth nle ""F"'.'eness. Thi. in I"~m "",""Ited d ISputes .un<>Jlj!; s<>aah.lS
over the ",tations!lip be,W<."Cft "",io....l Ind (l a.. l!tuggle. on<! the~, ......"'.of pursub,
lhe lanet in .. period domin.o tt'd by -'lMcon . nd Afnkancr n.o lio.... li,m. IIolh d l<pu l<'S C3Ml'
10 focus On a po...",Ia, i..u~, the fo,," ~..l ,.cial co-opora' :<>n In oppoo;lion 10 .. ...rtt..id
.hould like.

Whi'" O!'P".i!ion to a"",lheid in ,he 19so. " " L:r.r-gely di v;d~ belWftn 1'1..0
org. niSl'ions . t he South AfT;:an Conl;'''''' of D<:rnocr.lS IS"'CooI ....., .....hi '" p..--.- 01
lhe Afrtc.... lrodi. n . rod Colourt'd Congn'f..... org...l.ed in the rn~lnTl<U~ly 'lnl~tul'l'\:l

Cons res. Allr. "",. Fo"""'" in ....po,,'" 10 .. c.>11 from lhe ANC and SAle . " .. W~,;le
Conr;r<'S" 5AO.)0 ,urpone<! exl:'. -p"l"''''''''lary oppo:>oihon in pu'''''' 0/ ANC &m.o-.c:.
for full .nd 111\..,......:;.'" eqaa!ily for ol!. n.... soxcnd o" . "iwlKIn ..os ,hi< nonrao,.i.l Ubmll
Party [lPI . lhe LP . ..ppottl'! the g". du. l por!i'TD<'1'oI. ry. ovolubon oi .. 1IOC\" ' d.>:
mmtoetacy "",t'..>d by . qu. lified fro•.chi rod ,,,,,,,,• ..-:1 """,] ..-.ric", /or blo.:b . b l..•
PO'1i""'~11 a<. tion"l1 ;"i\i.illy rej..",~..J. in imiul 10 "". ,,,,Iul devoloprne-nt, 1lM'1I .......
.. . . • \loCI "; irod uI~lr"'hOn . f'Id bl.o~k lI,buliution. .

SA . a n(l the L1' d,ff<m:l 0= lhe ...,.". by which racial dr~mi""tion .x.uld "'"'
endwand !he ""N , o '" pooHp.'lrth£"J s<>.iety. SACOD'. POS: hon " "I' equal !'"r1r..... ,n
, he U>nS..... " rJ.nco It'd wme W~ll~ l P .......\bets 10 join MM••ni,b {..ho ..;...a« ,ar'..u
~_por"ion in r.vo". of . n AIrito""",,nly 'lnIgglel ..nd o'h in do irnl"S L....' the . tn:n;,;n'
of lh<! "Ui. nee had 10<1 to ,he At;';: b<>:nS dOlNllltt'd by • ~i'e (()rN;lunnt..' FI'OfII the ti"..,
~Iu, 1M ANC brilldenod tile " "'G&lo .gai..., . p"theid to 1""lude . n OIb~ "''''1'', l~e
fonn S;v"" 10 n oW ~_p<'f.. lion be~.me ...,4 rern.oinod . n i.~ of ldoolot'e.l . M Iln"D~

di ' pu t. bon,
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Thi. lheoi. B roncorned ....Hhlllr <kvclopmonl 01 racial COoOf"',alion in lhe Soulh Airican

""iotan"" """""",,,,1 in the y.....s bol.......... 194~l%O. h f<>cu..n in po:'ti",I,"," on lho

"""""P"""" of a wlli" oppo.ilicn to .p,Ull\<;d. 1M Y"• .s imtn<>di. I.,ly fullowing Ih. end of

1M oect'>nd wo,1d war sa.... lhe Aflic>n ro-:atioNI Cong,,,,s mov.lOwar,h developing . rrw.••

suppa" boa.., and '60pting nlta·parliamt'ntar)' mc:1hod. in .upporl 01 a NtioNllitA'rallOn

.truggko. Al th. sa..... Ii"",. \h(o ANC ~l.,.."j • formal alliar.ce will. 1M &lulh A/l"ican

Indian Congr('$' ISAlC! which w•• jo;rood In 1953 by balh lhe &luth Afrian Coloun.-d

Peopl.,' . Or1!:ani... lion and IIw (wlli~ol South African Cong"'" of~.". The ( ...4"",

C.....I , a .la l""""' l 01 pr.n<iple adoptt'd by th., Cons..... Allia"". In 1956 (and which

rrmoi I"" ANCs guiding documc;lll callt'd for co"'l'l~ nonr~l rqualily in all fi.,lds

of ti ~.

Ilrhind th. lormal ....''''''''''" . nd (>Tgad..,bon.u . nang"",""," ..-IIi,h rorruniut'd Ill<:

CongTn' """ ..........1 l<> a nor.racW fUlu," lay • \10.. III id<'Olo&'c. 1 . nd Slra,.'Si' dobol""

and di.pu l<'S whid< .r<:i~ in ni'ling lIi.l<lriog"phy. Oi..gn..........1 h i. lt'd 00-"," the

relalior..llip b<>Iw..... ,toss .rd Nlional '!nIggl.,~Iion ....ith communi.... thr effi""')'

of n Tra·parliunrnt.,.,. melhod. 01 opposition. . nd tl'; 1:",,1. c,f th., ANC: di.pul'" 0,,","

.- issues (:I"'" to f<xu. on the q",..lion of lho f<mll IMI racial co-operalion in lho

.truggle ' gainst apart~oid . hould Ioke.

n.. """"1>~ 01 "'" "',",C as t~c ?",",i<1' tx>dy In ' n n :r' 1"',liamrntary li1>e..~on

' lrUggl. in th" to,., 1940. otthg<'d libooral.. sucif,li... and 0 1..... oppos«l 10 af"'rtb :'d 10

~s"'" their ideological and . mllepe '1'~F',ln~. Thi. w.. parIi",to , ly true of wllil<'S who

"PJ"'""'I rarill di.mnrinall"" but wt.> _ ..~,.,. of Africl n ""bonan..... a1i<'NlO<i by uli.

whit., ,.,.,1i........1 an<! ur..b~ 10 join ,ho AI-.'C. A. I .....It. t:oth lit-'f,l and ,ommuni.t

1d1!Ology and str.o<rgy ""'"' significan liy llVXlilied . Such cNnges Ro"'f'd in Lars. 1"" rlOm

ck-batc'S "nd_ k.... by whi~ am'islS .nd lnlell«tu<als In the totr 19400, and .........

roml""'ndt'd by intenction will. lhe black COngres.... in the 11I5Os.

Whil<'S joint'd thr Congrrs. m,"'......,nl llu'ough lhe South African Congr... 01

!Jlm'Io<fats ISACODt a whit. body which wor~ed along. kI. the Afric.n, Indian and

Colourl'd Con',."...... ShCQO N.d • mnsid. ...ble nurnbor of fanr..". "'"""""'" of !he'

Communist P.rty of SoUlh Africa IcPSAI in its "nks. ~nd """.rne the toru. of tIosti••ly

fro m • nu mb<1' of organisations which ac",sed lhe ANC of oofl( domiNted by (...hi :.)

communi.t.. Sue!> . ttacks .......nalO<i /rom African ....tionali. ts opposed to ' ada l co­
open tion. from I nti-comrnuniol ....hil., librnol•. •nd from ....."'1... who s"p~ <l.o••

• truggle rather than ....lio....1.tnlgg"'. Whi .. k,....a1. in 1953 fonned lIIr libo!ral P.ny ILPI.



a nonraci.1 .malg. m of ptomi....nl patH.monl.ria.... . nd l"'ung... activi.l. broughl intO "'e

p>lina.1 arena •• the ideal. foughl lor in \he """,nd wor'd w", w<:'" ovt'ttUmcd by "'e

Narionali,1 P.tty goYl'mJn/!nt. 'The U' initially opposed urn-parliamentary 0<\1";1)' and

uniwnoa l .uff..ge, bul a gro ..;ng black II'OO'Il\bonhip .nd gnU-tOOl> co-op!1"alion wi'" \he

Conp""" mo v.........l graduall y todi...lioed "'e LP pn>gta"""".

'The illCOtpO"lion of wlUl'" in the bl.d liberation struggle and co-opention wilh lhn",

who b~ly suppon<'d &he aims of 11>0~ """,,,,,,,,nl C<'mO'nt«l A.'l( rommilmenl

to """,&<i.lism. The adoplion by the Congres. Alliance of "'" r md"", Owl..-, which

opened by . tahng 'Ihol Sou'" Africa ""long' to . 11 who H..... in i:, black and ....hit...: bo t\!

tntirnony 10 the role 0 / whil'" in main .. ining """,acial val"", in a tao(i.lIy p>~riO<'d

"""".
Tho fi ..l Iwo dlaplEn nf!ft" . re'/iew of oronomic .l>d political chong'" in \he 1 ~2- 1 952

porno,'- • wa.....1Ied In Sou'" African politico. During \he wu , induOlrial manufaeturi"g

b<oca..... the! 1<>rg"'t . ingle <oed",. a f "'e econcmy. lhe need of o«on,bry inc:uslry lor •

•ubl<: urbanised black labour forc... eame " eompete with the mig•• nt laboUT 'ystem. Wi'"

inc"",...:l demand lot labou. and the patrial ....la..rion of di"';miNI<>ry ~1ation . blacl<

urbani.. riani~ ......kedl y, a. did civic .nd indu. trial ~i"lio...nd . etian.

I.. "'" bm.,d con",.. of • war fought in del....,., 01 democJ"acy . nd do.....ric black

political .nd ine!u, trial mobih..ti,m, tht... main tl>«no:o are di.C\"oe<l: !he J""w'" ' nd

r.dicali.. ti"" of the m c, 1M """"llcr>C't of ."",1""..,poota_ ,and ~ ,..",p>n... of whi t...

OJ'l'O""lIO rac ial discrimination. In 1~3 I"" A.."IC adopted Iofric-' C/Oi_ ;n S<n<Ih "'fria
which ;lernanded Uni""M .u/f..g.... I.nd I'<":!i,tribulio.,.nd i1l\ll>C'<liat" eoq...l rights for . 11 ,

Si" yea.. la..". the A.."IC endcl...,.;l """ . -pa. lia" ..,." a ry a<;ticm includ ~ng .t:ika. (ivil

d ioobed ien<'e.nd pa..i"" ..,.iota""". lhe mc . 1", ....1....... a fomul .Ilia""" with \he sAle
. ne! co-opc.. t«I informally with the (C:~I~ur<'d1 African I'l!ople'. Org.ni..n"" and trad...

uniotU.

Tho ••dicali..hon 01 Atric.an politico ""'luil'lX! • reopo""" from whi," o~ to

~Iion, who fell into I""'" broad c.alego""" liberal.. white eommunist!'.tty memben.

and artvi.lS in Ihe tr.d" \Inion mo...........ltl and e1Kw~, Whi", libera1J rejeI:Ied e><tra­

parl.........t.ry ac~,;ty .s inimical to evoluooN'Y de'o-...lopmenl, which they argued wa uld

flow /rom Ihe rq>r<>d\lction of urbon labou,. liberal. In parli........I, welf Ofpni..tions

.nd ",..,..",h 'x>di such • • the In, titute of R.a", Rel.o~"," . ppealed lor trai Oft the

PO " of ANC le.d nd for eon<:'>O$iGt\$ by the UP go"""""""'t .. a of u..ging

lhe growth " I • black oniddlc cia".

'The Communisl !'arty• • non,acial organi""tion wi '" a predominan~y Mric.an

membership bul ••ignific>nt nurnbo':" 01 while lIClivislS . nd intellectual.. . upponed Nlional

tiber.lion •• "'e initial piv.", of • broad.... ><>cial ~utio n. With the powth of African

nationalism . nd the i inS promi.......:e of Ihe ANC, \he C1'SA and the~ wlUl"

Idt dl'puled lhe reI.orio hip between du, and nati"""I ' lrUgg le. The p"'IwiU" .......Ifi .....oan

of the CI'SA'. nat ional d"""""",tie pmgr''''''''' In "'1'1"'" of a 'twe>-"a~' revolution w..

dl ,pul~, wi th some CT'SA~ . rguing lhol lhe national mo'o'ftnl'tll w• • loci by .nd



",p""""led lhe int~"".. dlho black bourg...;si~.

Such ~l.aims _ '" gi..... ~ddl'd _ight by the _OllS 01 lhe "'...C Youlh leagU<'. ,n

orgarti$Otion dor'l'lina l<'<l by young urbon bla.ck inlellectual. who $Ow the Cf'SA a••

eompeti lOr I", African , upp<>r'l. Tho> ANCYl 'oc<:n>fully.tymied ANC/O'SA co-<lf'Cr.Don

in vanou. campa ign. in th~ I'I~ 19400, . nd YioI....lly oPf""W the aso M.y o..y 'I.y_

aw.y . uppo rl<"d by tho O'SA. Di'pul.. WE« <\It ohon by lhe 1950 SuPF«:">""n 01

CommuN.m Act, in th~ lace 01 ,,'hieh L'>e C!'SA di>banded il",1I.

In 1951 th~ ""'''le, lile SAlC and tho Fro""hi", A<llOn Commit~ !FRAq• •

predominantly Colouft'd b.xIy. organised the Campa ig~ Of Oo,fi.> n(~ .g.illSl Ll~ju.. l.w>.

The Delia""" Ca w,paign saw 0.....,. SOOO voIunl""" impr;soned lor b" ,.king .partheid

oq;ulatiollS and "''1C paKl_up IN'mbonhip rooe 10 100 (OJ. Wl'il ... . ympath<ti. ' 0 IN:

goal . 01 the ANe and SA,C agita.led lor an a.-,tiv~ .."., in u.., Cam?&ign. By No~

1952 1M D<fiar><e Campaign was b..'<Omlnl: ma.k<!<! by ar.li-w!til~ .....bmen~ .n.:! whit<'

d<fia~ w.. ..nc:tioncd wil R whil'" ........ to'<l in Johannesbu rg and c. roe Town.

At w 5O"'" Ii ..., ll>e W.r V~.....n'. Tor<:~ C:>mmando w.. l.>unc:iI<:<l in oppo.:tion to

the collSlilutional abr.>galion wh;"h al.."..dod ~I . t...mpl' to di""'fra""t"...

Coloured \'Olen. The Commando , a.' ovo.wl...lr.tingly white <SIt.ro..lion, """,, !<ad a paid ­

up mt'ITt<:nhlp 01 aor.... 2SO OX F'"'pIe .tn~ by the non-paft), N t"", " f the

Commando and the dramatic tOT(hlit <!<-:non. c-ations I. "'lj;,'>istd . A. th~ Corrunando !:"'w

In .Ize II'd .it'".i~Qn<~. 1>0_, lhe Ur.lled Party !l..'1'1romo"C'C:! white . ldicalo and It><:

rnilil.l""'l' lh~ brough t 10 :he ComlNlldo. and in 1952 th Crllnm.ondO jo;1'ot'<l Ihe U? in

oq;i.tering YOIfl. in prepara tion 10' th~ lY53 ",.,..,..1 e!~,"on.

The political r.>obill5Olion 0; IN ~..Iy 19500 ...w the m-q""'" 0/ I..... c!;olin<t lonns

0/ whi te opp:>ollion to .partheid. 'I'i)-,il(: liber-,l. "f(X'1<ed do<cly with ~ Torell CO"""""",,

and UP; ...M~ .ympalhooti<: tn It-... go.l. of tho, Deli. nce Ca,mr.ugn. libenl. appealed to th<>

ANC for nolrlint and lot 'rNs,,,...bl,t dt-m:",d. , """ .. ~~ 'l""hflo<l fra""j>j",_ Radle»

whitn L., <OR1rI" I\Ipporlod .nd ~lIl.ll~ paltK'!palod In ....., paMi'... 1'\'$<>1......

mo'leTN'nl. and elll<"d let • direct role In bl...:k ~1ll"I-pl"li.men\ol ry FoIi!I .

M I nou1l o/ .he w/>il:! .ymp.ol~r and suppon ~voW by the 0.,."; Ca:npa;gn, tn

1952 It-... ANC .nd SAlC joi"tly ho..cd . ....'<'lin; a' whir:h th<y f'oposec! t~ ~~lion of

• whi~ Congn"Ss. Iimal. pre'''"'! al til< IN'<!ting "';"0<'<1 to .uppo:-: tho demand 10.
unlwn.al I\Ilfrag~. 10 join . while orgalli..tion. Or 10 tv-<:po1"lte with W lonner CPSA

IN'TTlb<ro prt"WIlt. n... Con"",. of Demoo:ulS form«! at It-... """':;ng w.. I .....11

organl..rion ('Omn'litt<"d '" th~ g...l. and ' ll"ale(;it"< 01tht Congr... ................. . nd llliliar.y

tnId~ up 10 • I.rg<!' """""I 01 101'llWl' crsA ....mbe..,

Having 1rI<cl til< b,OOld. li-. ef dev.toprn<-nl 0/ while oppusil'.on polili<s, ~"e thesi.

focu"", In dotail on delia"" 0....... ,"" lorm ..... t r....1 <rHIp<rl llon Jhould 'au, In<! ill

impli<ltions for the rni.unce mowmenl. The Cor,g"'" Alii.>""" w.. rnIllc'....lly
. trumlP'<1 , tN! i •. <:tllnicllly ........<;Ite Congrus<'O ro-ordinaie<! ac:IvUio... by ;ne.o", of

<IO"""it",,", al local. regiorW and national """"Is. 'ihe toOl. of ",,~ltiracia1iam l-1y In Ia~

part in W hooblily which .....rked ",lation. b<:tWf!<'n the ANC Youth wg~ and Cl"".>A

tn W 19#-1950 period.

Both the crsA and ANCYl ",uS~, 1 to influ....~ the ANC II I bIN' of bla.ck pohtieal



mobili..lion . ..,d '~ conflict b<'lWocn UlrIn was a, 0"" lev~l • po...... ' !nIggle. A' a"",her

k~~ ho--....r. '~o:onIlict w.. id""lcpc. l.~ . truUIe in Sou,I> AI"",. for ,~ A..'leY!...

wa. po" of a ran·Ahican anli·.:oloniol """""",,"I.~ ANCYl c.lI<:<1 "" ,~ ANC '"

...diGIli... it> policies.M. method . so .. I<> c. p;ta 1i~ on lho gmw, I> 01 Afrk... noli<>Nli.m.

and . 1IKkc:<! ott.er org...i..IioN ..·IUcl> _ gM to tany African . uppon. 'The u,a~ l>e<:."",

' 1'1 il'lCn"lSingly pownful lobby witl\in ,he A."IC, winning si. _ IS (lit tho N.,iONI

E><"""Ii~ Corr.mi'"" ;1'1 1949, ..!\ilo tt.~ ANe .odalioed II> ,:r.~ and S""" in

.ignific.~. A. a ...."It. 1M O'SA ... . 10<<>:<1 '0"'....... Its ap~ to 1M nolionol

mo........" .
~ ...a......"""'1 of 1M ",l.lioNNp betwft.n ct....nd notionol 'lI",gglo, u_ken

by I~ Cl'SA in the> 10... 1940. .nd (Onlin"rd in di"""..ion <I\l~ forl'J>rd aft.,.. the Cf'SA

diobonded ;1'1 1950, I' .nolyscd ;1'1 delOi!. Dp;nion In tho pori)' divcrg<:<l '''"'Ply. and

""ioNl dilF.,....-.:es b<1......".. ,~ Cape on the ...... llond• • nd N.\.Il . nd tho Tra...v ...1 (lII

I~ 0' '''''. became cl•••. For ""me C!'SA ......nboon. p.orticulorly ;1'1 tt.~ Cape. Sou,h Africa

w.. . capitali. t 0<>ci<1y iJl ..lUch racial dioclir.linolion wu -.. as tho ....."...nt of . ool"" i.ol

pUl. n..., rol~ 01 tho crsA. thoy . rgued, w. , 10 be the~nden' orpni>a lion of 1M

working class. witl> i.. """'1'l1"" ...1"".... from t~ nolionol :nov.......\, ....I>id!. ..........
having been bolh Iounched . nd 1<:<1 by 'M Hack t>'>uli.....;e· ~ t1tu1k.n)· "'P'''''''
<:ongn;s.... w..... -.. to be funhcr ~pha... ing ~l d i!"""""" In platt 01 d... unity•

• nd in 1950 tM O'SA C~nlfill Comminee prop<>M<l tt.~ ''''''''''tion <>I. a .ingl~. """,racial

org.ni..1i<>n In wNt!> tho wosking clo.. would ~ornin.", I.......gh ,Mer fQm, 01

numben.

For crsA memboon in l.'>e Tr. n. v. a1 . nd Nata~, w"o C'HIl"'... l«I d .....ly wi'" the>

Congrn. """'...........t .nd 10,..,. """"'Xed .. Iounden ol l.""~ull> Alrbn Communi. , r . ny,

Sou'" Africon 0<>ci<1y r<p=n>tcd ·Colonial;.... 0/ a Sped.l Type: n..., permo"""Oy _ 1ed

..!\ito community w.. ""'1'1 to opent. an o~.i\fO . ystem lin lo di!f"""'t from coIcllW

""i...... elsowht'rl:. Afri<an noliOMli .m wa, ta~... to be a nolu...l ....po ..... 10 .uen

conditioN. . nd lho "'~ of commulll,:S wa. 10 ro-opento clowly wi'" tho ....Iionol

mo........,t In mobili'ing AfricaN in an AJrioan ooy.riliati=n . nd p...........ting the fint .tag~

of the~oIu lion.

Both the ANCYl/ C!'SA di'pu'~, .. ~l u I"': in' .....1 diff........,... of 1M O'SA,

focu •.ed on the q.>e'lion 01 tho> form 'NI ,"","1 c:Hlf'"""1i"" .hould 10.... a.-pier fiv~

anol,..... lho formorion of the Sou,I> African Congrn. of Democrats In ~ ligh, of

di"g"·~" "'''1 amot'l&" fomlrl' crsA membon and tM broader w!\i\l' Irft. II qu",tioN 1M

a..umption of most au'hon that SACOO w., I ' front' lor ..lIito """"""N'" unoblo to gl in

memboonllip 0/ ,he ANC but inl...t on d'= ting its aetivi"",,. ~ /ormo~"" of tho w!\it~

Con&"""s. .. ,her ""'1'1 bring the """"""...laet of ..!\ito ..-communi, ts. fun...........""rbo~

.xlohng diffl!'ft'l\C'n wit!\in their di vided rani<$. n-...... w~ <»mpoUnded by SACOD', rol~

wi....;n l~ Con~ All;"""'. wl>ich w. , to bring wNt.. ln'" the >/nlp .goiNt ap.o"hoid

ralher ....... organising among blacks.

Chapton Ii••nd ......~n onaIy>< dovolopment, in librral thinking aM. the emergence 01
an orgl n;.ed liberal oP?Osilion in the 1941!-19508 .,...nod- Duling ..... t ,:""'. liberali.... WI '

lu ...formed fr<>m • eoutiou. Incr""",ntal ~ ...._ '0 I ,,,,,11 grou p of WN~



porlWnen~riaN and o;jucalicnalir.l' ""....L'm<'<! 10 innuen<'C the Uf'o to an incn:~singly

o:t>heITn\ progran~ booed on <'qual right•• " ...,-:li.mbuho" of :aNI and ",~ltll, and the

pursuit 01 the obio<"ti' ..". by ~.lra.porh.men 'Y a.....ell at porli.omen"''Y ...... n. Ilvough

It... Uberal Patty.

In the lab: 1943<. hber.l. publi lolled a ocrin of pt'C'&ra......... ",!'Ii<:h ouUn,o;j Ihe .....OJ> '
by ....hich It... evoluli<>naf)' d......,lopmen' 0/ I nonraci.ol soci<'ty could be .....ir>ed. Warti"",

iNlu.lria!i..tion !'ad Ic""ler.l<'d It... d.velo!""""t of I pen"'.......tly u<baniloed black
popuLolion; liberal. Irgued tha, ,be ....tcnsion of social~ I n:lli",ilcd political lights

to u<ban African. ....""Id lead to the gT"I ....\h 01 a blacl< rnid:lle d at. with a . ...k. in u..,
.ysl..... Ind ""'••"""",ble 10 u... Influn><-e of u... ANC Ot It... CI'SA. 8y 1~5'-. L'oe polilical
terrain hid bea>..... il"oCn'l.ingly poiariloed between African I nd A/rib"", l\I~onali.m.

Uberal s formed tl>C South Afl'iclr. Liberal ASMlCiation in an .t1f'lnpt to bring pn....u'" \0

bea r on the lIP ttl outline Ind klllow I middle (0\1.... helW..... the lwO Ntionalisr.u.~

A.sociaOOn "'as Iod by liberals ""00 had boom pmmi....,nt in tbe 194(lo. aNI ind....ded a

number of less e>.peti.""ed activists ""'~ght Inm the political a""", by the Torch

Commando.

FolloWing the 1953 gcne<al elKtion. th. Liberal Patty ",as fonneJ und•• the leld~hip

of Mlrga"" lIallins.... the lel dlng Ii;""-al ?"rlia......,~...n of It>e period. 11•• new potty wi.

almosl inunedil ~ly beset by dill"""""", 0...... both Ideoloj;y .n<! '0'1""8/ ' The Ie~ of

u... lP so'" the potty It a ,..-lUde f.,.. ,,, rtho'ring the aims II\<ry' I\ad "" lIut In the la~

19400. Other port}' "",mben. in eont,.", '. so'" tbe potty as a mean< of gcne""ling black

support f", liberal id....l... Ind coiled for !he endonelnl'nl of urn ........l suffrage " ,X1

porticipotiun in e.lra·porlla",,",,~f)· ""ml"igns. A.1'hou~h Ilmosl aliLP membcr$ wen: 1M·

commur.i>t...a attu1<cd SACCO U I c.,.""."nist lront. <liff~ also ....isted over anti.

romm"nI.. l\tada on tbe ANC and SAle:. Fl1\Illy. Ii>e l r WI> u"",* te. 6e'~lo p I

coh......t K'OnonUc: ?,lit y .. tbe left and right wing. "".... 10 compot. IN Iead.,.h:p of the,...,.
n... l P remained d""l'ly divide'" un~l ,he party leldership w.~ chl.~go;j in 1~.

Thereal..... the party ct>-<lpmot<od ",ith lhl- /I.."IC In ooy.nising gra...toO!t I'\:$"'ta""" to

fort'Cd """""'".11. Ill<! wilh iI".e SAIC in opposi,,& lmp;ernentallon 0/ the Cn:>"p A~.. A~.

As a I'Mult. block poTty membctohip grew• •tId the LP poog'""""" ....... Ill"""" , 8y ;'l6O.
the LP endo....-d I '"' <>I policin l i t~e diff<1-e,.t fn:>m u... fttalltm Clvutor.1lId palticip.<"''''

In boycott••,ld 01"'" exlrl.parliamentary activities.

The final chap~r offers an aNI}"i. of ....hi~ participation in the ConS""" of lhl- Pt'Op:e

campaign [l..'OPI. The cor give birth to u... r ,uJ<mt ClIlIrltt ",hich ..,shtined t""
(Ommi""""t 01 the Congr<'SS Alliance to IlON"aciol:. "" Moot~.ting 1it","llu~ r.o:glects the

COl' in lavo" . of spec»Lotion 0"'" t ext.nt 10w~ id'I SACOD'. ",hi' e ·comrnut.i.,,· w"'le

. he rruJ.... a..,:or. In rontra.t. I CO.. campai,n is h<-I'\! 'Nlywd in d<Uil. with

f'lnphati. on tho way in ....hich tho """,paip orpnisen sought 10 rneuu.age bIcad """i I<:

' ''pport .tId participotion. liberal. h.>d brpun caliing (01 I N IioN I con.....tion on Soul~

Ahican race ,..,Lorlo... from ..... lime thaI lhe NP won PO""'" in 1948; the ANC PI'(J~

lhe COT' I> a ""'t..boloed na,ioNI convonHon whim would "'P""""I t.... vie..... '" all Soulh

Afric.... by giving orcliN'Y pc<>plr the PO""'" 10 wril. ,t... ftwl_ CIl.:rtor thrau&!>



.ubmiMing demond. 10' ito<lu;,;on in t"" .. ...1 docu men' .

Dnp'\c ~Pl"'~I, fo' whi '" po,bnpobcn. SACOD ,,-•• ,he only whi.... org ani"'lOn to ro­
. po n>01" . nd porticipole in ...... COT'. The LP w.. ,.tked by intcmal d"put"',;onj ...... cor

ropid ly beam<' .ubsum>d in. ~ic41 '>01::" IOking ploce b<'tween po",:, <:O""","IOIi",,. an<!

...1 ia l.. A• • ","ul1, 1"" LP did not .n..,d ~"" Cong-ess 01 the r<'Ople. n-.e cor c:."'po ign

..w non."'O"1 le~ms of ...,lun l<'ef5 <:oU",,1<'d demond. from a, w\cIe • range 01 P""'ple .,

P'>"'iblo:. As. .uch, i' alk> wed SACOD noernb<.... to o""rwme 1hI..... d'.......foc,>on ""til

a ttempbng to organi... among whiteo~ allowing 'h<m to ann.. in 'ownshlp<. on !4Clory

nOOT5 and in ,he ...",,1 a","'. The F'ted"'" Cho't.. which e.....Il;ed fro ..... ,hi. prco.:.,.. ",..gh'

to e' P"'" ,he ..pintio", 0/ OtdiN')" people in Sou.h Ahia: ilS untq.. ,o'OC;;] <njo~1

of a nonracial I.. lu'" bore •.,.timony to the ",10: of SACOD mtmbo......

The fi....l Sl.'Clion 01 ...... It\(,si, br.eAy tr",,"", the ....jo, d.....eIOl"'n...' .. in "J':">O':b""
p>lities in ...... ye. .. !x'1W<'<1I 1~56-1 %O. During Ihi. li "'" t!>e d; .b r-aion belWttI\

nonr. dali, m and mu\b,~l i.m, previo...ly in'er<hangflble t<>,m.. wa. ~""" an idc'Ologi<':

<:O'''"n'. The F'ud<>'" Cho,t.. was 0P;><M~ by ·A/tieani. to: ANC rr-=bet. 0??,,1ed 10

.-.cial <O-OI"-"'atiol\; ' heir aHocks on bolt>. 11'1<: ",",t.. a nd S....COD "'..... eo>x.'wod in \he

language 01 .nb-<:ommuniom. and won the '~PPO" of """'" wh;«, LP ""'"'~;" o;:·~

to SACOD'. place in ' ho: Cong""" Alii.""". 11>....., l.iberal••nd tt~ Alr1eo ni.1S a '8""" 'M'
.hrough the "'lual "'P""",,'abon fu' an Cor.~ gua",nt....ed by mullira,-;ahom. ""blo

rommuni wore domir..ti"! ,he Af',;c.

AI me bme, "",mbe.. of SACOD TTVi"ed the dO'b.lI<' ow. the ....5<:tey 0/ "'''",r...l
a. opposed '0 <1. .. p<olit>c<; a. in th.' lale 190400. "'WO" I.",. the "'l;.•ni..l1On 01 the
woriti"t, "b'$ was up''''''''''Cl in ' erm. of call, IN' single nonr.c:.1 Cor.;n"'" ir, wtueh ......

working <la.. and worl ine d ... <!e'l' '''u.cl, wo'lid J""'d0min. '.e. Thl. in tum l."j en ~'Obn$

di_ti. lacliol'l wil hin SACOD 0" '" o'$'ni. i:>g amons ",,,it.,.. In \!F.9. 'M P1~-M.j~I>i.,

eongres' IrACI w.. Ia ...""t.«l by I""",,," AN<: mem!>en wl\o el.oi"",,<! l".11 whi l ~

romm..."h" wore mn lro lh ng 'ho: -'NC.~ rAC won lr...me<i,... ' ''PfOrt h?m so:re

prominent U' membe.. who began '0 rrobiliw .n' i-ANe .uppu~ . round <JIll for 'On.

Congf"'l-' i: ..~1S were ovntaken by Ihe Im""sition ~I a ..al• .-.f .......rtent:y io l1owing ,""

doa' lIs of 6~ AlTie.... in SNrpeviUe lO.......hip. oncl the ~nn;ng of both the ANC~ the

" C
The me, having~ loreed underg:n><I nd. endc1'S<'d • ca rnpa:~ 01 ...rouge a,?in-<'

economic and military In>tIollatinn.. In .....<Ii... it. orpni..tic>n be<Mne non ....,;.;. OmkNlnto

We $izwe. the a .ed wing of ,he ANe, was • nonr>ei&1 o'f; lfIi>;! tion in whkh whi'''''

occupied pmmi , ""oi tIDn' . ~.;al .>rglni..tion. Of"""ting in 5o'J,h Af:'ico. rr.. in...i:'><!d

",ult in eia1 , l=ctu ; by <:on' ...... ind ivi<lual rnembo.'T'Np of lhe A."lC lor ncn_Ati .ea., ' w..

&<:<:e'plod in 1969.
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Introductior..

In Jun~ 1955, OOml' 3000 dclop"" ."ended 'ho ConS"'" of \he reople w ",,", ~.,'Y

ondoroed lho F...k ", Cha.,,,,; odoptod by tho Ahic.o n Nation. l Co~ 1A.'\lCI • y""

1..... tho F.~om C}"m e (OmlN' tod ~·e ..... i.~ntt moV('men' in South Ahia to. """,.d~

fIl 'u""

W~. tho peoopi<' ol Sou,h ,. frioa. dod.", for aU our country andt"" world to kno....;
-:nat !;outh Afric. belonS' to all who Ii'" in it. bl...k and ....h '~. and that r.o
gO\fflT\lT\eTlI ( ' 1' justly d.,,,, . uthorily unln. it i. booed on tho will of tho P""pk .,
We \he p«>ple 01 !;outh Afne•. blKk .nd whi~ l<Ige'hor "'lu~ I•• (OUnlrymen . :.<1
blot",," adopl Ihi ' FREEDOM CHARTER. And _ pledge ou~I,'eS to ''''"'''
tog~'her• •paring; no' h1ng of Our . trenSth.nd rou"'go. 111'\11 tho d<"m(ltT..,c chanS'"
set out he,~ have beo:n won.'

In 1990. whoI' lho A.,",C Iwd its filSl e"", formal ........-t:~g with the South African

go","""",,'. tl>o Al'<:C delegation included """"""" of all ' '''' ~thr.ic group" in South

Africa, The F'tdom CIuIr:.... .......ined \he blucpnnt fo' the sociely tho A,>,;C wught to br;...S

aMul in South Africa,

di...,;".;....' ;on• • nd in J",ncul., 'ho i"""'J'O"'lion ef whites in a strJggl. ' gain", wh,..,

suprelNC)'...... a long .nd difficult pro..'eSS; !'>oWIOYel". it remai uJ>der.,.... rd>od. !n ~e

late 1'J4tb and eariy 19so. \hi: " .NC """"<led as tho pr<"II<icf Al r. rol jlic.1 org.ni",(~,n.

During tho ..me ~riod. A,'lC I~adcn .rgued that

whil<o t ~.e African National ConS"'" "" ..t ....1II••l1y work for its ''''in~~~
it is e<;.ually comm,tted to \he polk)" of forming a mulo·••d.1 un,!eO f':'"
Front to challcnge lho I"""" of >CKIIOfI In this rounlr)'.'

Uniquely '-"S" Afric.on ....1;0...1 liberation __Is. the OlrJU" as.inst 'pirt~..;d

was unde, taken by an ~Ii. """ of CongrCUC1 t<pJCOCfltinS the fou' ....in ethnic S""' I" in

Sou", Afrial : Amc.... . Indian. Colou.od . nd white.' The Congresses _ . bound in I

mwltiNCi4l alliance: that is. ~.ch .... i n~ined e' hnic: and organi.. tional "1"........... wtJ:c

«K;l'dinating ~3mplign• •hrowgh cons\lltati,·~ ronurUn..,s .t local. rrgiOJlaI . tIll r..~"".01

1.....~I•. I" thi' w.y. ANC 1""",-", argued. Afncan. CClwld 1..- mobiliocd and organM<! b)·.n

all_Afri<an o,soni.. tion wM~ a non,adol con"';O"........ W(fwld be built lIImugh n dal c,,"

• Raymond Suttner and " ",my Cronin: n,m V"rs 01 thr Fr'!"t>", O .... :r
l.Johanne<bwrg 1ge61. p.262.

, ANC poP""'. l:ni v...ity of the Witwal~...and ADI189I2/III.1 ; AJh<.rt L\lIII!i;
""..id""" . l Add,,,,•• 1954 A."lC Annllal Conf<.m>c<!.~ 1954. p.•.

I lise of the "''''' 'Colou rW' dttes not deno'. acoeplan~ of ,aosl (I. ..Wc. "on 0'
terminology.



a

Op""'tion . It rontra'tt'd wil l! , .... " ""TdCiolism Of L,>< Communi.t r Ift)' of South AInc. n id

1M Ubenl p.ny. which included """"~ 01 all W,nic group' within • •ingl~

orglni..lion. In ,"" urly 19505, the diU•......,... bot"'..... mul liT~li.m and fIOnraci;>li. m

~ seen IS largely technica l 01" structural, and CoroS"'!" Itaokn d....,.;OOi;i the Cor>grt'SI

AJliol'oC'e v~ou.ly " multi••ci.l, r>onTocial 01" in.....·racioL By W <'tid of'he \9500. hewn....

boll> """,aci. 1i,m . nd muhi"".lism had booon giV<'fl • dOl.~logi(.l ron' ...... as mlic>

hostilt 10 lht Aili.nt,;, argued \hI' nlU hirocioli. m was the """. lion of whi~ communi'll

who> _ "nable I<) join ,he ANe but who ""ught to dif'Kf i . Uuough Ilw consuh"i""

UndCTIy;ng ttu. ANC. mmmitmon, to I no" . ociol fulU~ was an Ktc'ptaro<e of Sou :lo

Ahicans of oJl .~ r.ic groups as eq.... l and pcnr.>......, ciliuns or u.... t<>unlry; ,ha, b 1M

""""" In which il i. u><'d heno. In 1955 1M NoIkI",,1 T~...urer of tho ANC.

Dr.D.W.2.Con ro. no ted:

In vio>w of OUT numben, we <'O<lld 11&"" uh>n Ilw ""ITOW N.tior..1i,m t.....,
V""CT" (') only NOj;r<>-bk»d . W. rould """C' ...... I ...nowtT t<>Id of MnIggJc.o for
•...FRlCA FoR AFRICANS· only_I 1m h.ppy 10 "'y lhM . t no time did Ilw Ieodcn
of the A/ric." ",.lional Cong. . .. evor ",,_..in lh<o Ide. of "AWAY WITH
WHITES" ;n Al..:.... ,·

"'.NC 1eooX.. d id 1'01 "p""'" u d usive Alrican ...tioNlism; II """",helns .......inod a~

unden:tl"""lln the ANe lhroughout the penod undet , tucry. cul mi... bng In the formation

0/ th<' ran Almani'l Congres. IPAC) ;n 1959. n.e rAe w"' fonnod in \aT' p;1rt i;o

oppotihon 10 lhe dominar.l role whi"" were a«mod of playing within the Con"""

Alli........ f ocu" ing on whiu op position 10 . pa.theid providft • part'cular pri,m lhrough

which the probl.......ssoci.ted with the developmenl of nonrO(i,ali,m.~ highlishlod and

....lywd.

• AD1811 Efl. 6, Dr.wZ .Conco, Tho S11'\Iul. for LibofaiX>n ('p:'O<hl. nd.I95S (omphasi.
in ongi...\),
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slnlggle inil" tcd • pt't'iod 01 id""logi<al dd>lle . rod disputation "' liberal•• ooci.tli,lS ~nd

oll>Ms oppooed KI ap;ott heiJ "'• •......." t!wi. ideologicol and strategic p:>sition• . This w ••

porticul.orly Inlc of w~ it"". unable to join the ANC, WI ry of millIOn; Ahian ... tio....l;.'"

and "'icnated by the e. lrcm<" 1io 1i.'" "'p"">C\l by some A.."JC:nembon ".., locus for

tho wide r;onge of disputes 11""' '''<:1 by the growth 01 Amcan nalionalism and tl'co r;",

0/ the me W I , the form tNt r.ocw.l co-operation should Iak . AIri(;m .... tionah... imi' tod

On mointaining th<: ANC as I n Allicin orgal'li..tion. Poth (Ommuni.t. and I,be:-. :.

""pondod by colling for an all·in , ""nfK'i.o.l orglni...!ion. CommunislS argur:-d (....\ •

....tio....1 or rl ciol <'OT'>cious....., 'Va> b<ing ~u ..go:<l in pIaa' cO nonracial eLl» unity.

Libonl. wa rned thai individual"m W<)Uld be lost within I Nlionalis t movm>ml whie:'

rn>ph...i....,;i ,arial con.aou'nes>. Mullir..o.1i.m w" I 'ttu<tu,oI . "..ngement in...-.do:<! to

incorp<>ratz beth In Il\·AfriGlln "~'iC and bonad ,ao.ol OOoOp"I!ion.

In No....mber 1952, " ' L'>e I><igh. 01 !he Don.....,.. Cam paign • • campaign o f p"' i 'le

I'u i. tar><e which saw over IlI:XlO volunl<!<n impnsol'led /or b~king l ?&'theid law> and

ANC rnembenhip ",och Ov<'t 100 oc() - lead..... of lhe Afri<.on .nd Indi. n Congft'OWS c.lIed

/or the (ft._of • wlUle eongl'<'SS . nd lhe fdl in«>rpor'lion of WNleS in I"" bLack

liber. lion olruggle. In ""po""". lwo orgoni...tiQno~ formod: lhe Congr<>ss of P..rn:x•• t>.

w lUch U"""ui~OCllny end"".,d !hi' A:'lC &mand••nd . IT.logies . nd la ter beo;.nne.n equ. 1

P""Mr in lhI' Congrcso Allicance • • the noOonollt (ORolitull'd South Afric. .. Congoes. (>f

t:J"mcxr.ts ISACOD~ . nd lhe Liberal Pari)'. whi(h ~rx<I • 'I""lifie<! r.ano:lU.., .nd

o:t>n\fNuod itself tl) u.ing parlia.....nW'r ~hod. of I)pposillc>n.

Liberal. ' pp""led to mc le.den II) ft'SITicI their protests 10 constiluticr..l channel..

II) make "",,,,,noble d......nd. of lhI' .uthoribes. • nd "PIX""'! lhI' co-oprrahon~ ':toe

m c .nd .....mben ef lhI' Communi.t P. rty ICPSA). ANC Prnidenl.(;enonl A.'bcn u lluli

rnp>nd<:d by n<lling tho t "i f . man i. W(lrking with me for libmollc>n,1 do IlOl mqu~ intI)

hi. leo..". poii!i cs." During lhe 19500. bLack ~lIip 01 ~ l iberal P.rty inc'rNSO'<! . nd

in some are•• the LP co-<>peralod ckI..,ly with tho.' ANC in gr.....""'ts ...i'lan~ work. A.

I Quoll'd in The ~rw African FcbnJ.ry 1962. p_15.



,
a ...."h. t~ «>"""",.hy~ liber.h,m of U' lou"""'.. ",os Ir.n,formed inl0 , progr.mme

oar«ly d ill."",.,t Itom."" F,td_ Cloltlt<'. SACCO wa• • n "'S.ni.. bon compn,i ng 10m",.

Communi" Party mrn-.btrs. ron-ersA oociali.ts on<! p....ANC d."".."...~.. SACOC mcrr.bo>,..

w"'" drawn from th" lIad~ ..~.mn mo"""""", th" "1Ii""",ili"", _Uare Ofg.ni" 'IQn' and

,he churchn. on<! an' """' ;""",1)' !<'nn<'d ",!'lit. ,.dk.I, . It• • lIened role.- in U", All;""",

wa. to mvni... "'hi....; throughout III" 1950s. how......., SACOO ,....,.,""" C'm'pl.il'l<'d 01

the diifkulty 0/ """"ibng wlliu"S••nd 1"" OIl,ni..foon op<'<.!<'d InO!iI O'I ~C!'C1iyoly who:-n ...n

of nOT.ndai c.n,l"ig.... Thi . ",os moot d o.rly~l ;n It.. C""t""" o! ''''" Pecplo

c;ompaig:>• • nd L""~li.m of th. rrod_ C...•.. b<m! 10000imony to 1M <!I«li"""",.

of whit.. in SACOD.

By ~ 1. t. 1 ~50s. tho> ' '''' SlO'''''' ....,.....'fTC1l1 ...os d.<-ply dividt'll by di.pu.... 0".... l!I<­

form!hll , Kial ,~per.,i"" .ho..ld "'ko. r.rado. ically. 0l<)rnI: "'ki te U;",nl r ..ty~

joined Iluo ...elusive Africon "" 'ionoli,r.. wi", round<'d .he! r AC ;n K('.>sinS .he ANC of

bt-ing domi"" <'d by while: communi.to lhrough the ~l~I.>lion .!f<>Tdc<1 \0 "I:

ConS.......,. in ,he mulb•..,..1COng..... Alliann'. .Ill I"" W%M ti"",. lhow ..ho <1I"IJ'...... ..,d

I"" pnlNOCY of cl~.. ' !runlc <.11<.-:1 for th~ AIh._ 10 to<: rollapo«! Into 'Or><, ConS',...'

.._ ""nraci.1 working ria.. ron.nou.n".. would ptI... "Tho> 19~ <'l'Id<:'d .. fncy h.>d

~n, ..ith 1 ho. 1 of ,ii.pul.. bl!;rS /c ughl QUI 0Wt non'>ri>liom.

"Tho> fiflffn Y"." follo..ing the eN (>f the !I«Ond we"" ...r ..~ domi~tl."dby "'....

$lruUt.1. Ig.in.1 I"" Impkrnent.l lion of .p.ortl'or'id. They were .110 ....uklPd by ldec'<Wcoi

dd>alc and di.putolion, as the m e lOughl lO gn>cnICAflicon 1'IOIiOl\Oli.1 """Ii"""'1" '.-.l
• ncnraci. 1 anti.~porthcid mugglo>. Wltil<!':l in tho> Liberal Parry Ind SACOD IOUg~., 10

ponidpolC in ,'''' libo>ration SlTUU1c, and to .....inl.ln the no.,,-oci&l i<!••l. of Con~.

:.o.den. In 1%0, w hen the ANC forced undrrvound .nd odop'IPd . nN.'d WUU "'. ~~

pnncipl" of I'OTlnci.lli,m wu ~nt chod In lIS ideology . nd pneticc.•nd mnain so today.



Ch~pler one.

While responses 10 the African National Congress 1945-1950.

Introduction.

R<>si r.l~1I<'O polibc. in Sm>th Aima N . tftn domiNIt'd by tho' Atrian N.tion.l Cong,....

lloNq . t It• •! .i""" II>< ond o f tho l<.'COfId """,Id w~•. The guiding pri nciple of tho A.'.;C

Afn.:~n NbONli.m. and 1M !Tln>fonnolion 01 11>0 ANC fmm • $mil: cli t. boJy u.ir.g

con.titutioNI form> of P"''''lot to ' n ext•••pori...... nt.'Y o",.ni..lion .ttempting the

wlde>pn:.1d mobm.. liol\ of . It thr uncnf.a""h ioed oociol el.son. At the ......., hn-e. the

IoNC ente<ed an .11i.1'I«' wi th the Souln Allic.n lnd i&n Corg...... ISAlCI in l!l17. joi~ In

Septernb<"r 1953 by lhe $outh AlliCIn Coloured P""J'le'1o OrglJ'li.. tion. It w.. fol1~ ..ed a

,ncnth IoteT by ...... wlti l~ Sou th Allieon CongTns 0/ [)o.mr,crm (SACODI. In 1956 ......

Cong !lionee endotoed the frtdo m CIIo,t... . . ,...,..........,t of principle which envilo;onet!

a futu Sm>.h Afric. with rnrr.pl::e oqu.li ty b<1WCC1l block .nd wh ile.

'The noN.... of tho COng..... . Alii.....,., w•• """,iderobl y Il\IIuenced by ,I>< problems

ottend..anl On in tegroting 011 e thnic groups ill tile . Iru;gle 'SOinlo1 .portheid. and behind a

Mtional libe.a.;on , tru",1e led by the ANC. The 1"""'i'O'".con 01 whitet in the .truSl:~ O

ag. ;nsl whi.e loup'C1l\IC)" w.. pol1i<:ul.rly d iffirolt. This d- pl" «'vi..... the rise 0/ tho

Cong....", moy"",,"nt••n<! \he relopoll5C' of whin-. wllo loup licd • nonncial futu.... bu.

d iffered oy"," 1110 P""""ise Nlure . nd the ......no by whi ch II >l>ould Ill! ..,hieve<!.

The impact of the w ;u years.

The Second World Wor yurs _ a ",......k.able P"">e In twentieth anN'Y South Allion

hi'tot}'....., ked by It.: parti al ",1o..1;on of diKlimiN tory 1<gi>1olion. a 50 P'" Coni ..... in

"",I .vet. go e.minglo for block indu.lIi.l wotk nd ...... .........rogemont of hope> for a

mo... lib<"r.l gOY"""",,"1 polky.' Dl:ring I,,", ' . Indusmol manufoctuling beca.".. tho

IoTgnt singlc >et10' 0/ the oronc my. (Jnin,omJ pled indu.triol production Wat ..."", lilol for

, D_O"~k.n : Volk,k.apilOhrnr: a .st. Dp-t.l . nd Ideology in II>c Dey"'opmenl of
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Rel"""""lati...... 01 orga,,;5<.'<\ iOO",,,y orf""'""l IlK- migrant lobo'" 'Y'lE'rn .rod c.lled for

a J><'""oU'C1'I urb.tn bl"k lobo" , f,,",c to lTl<.'<."l their <k'moncl for .lUlled 0:><1 ...",i..killcd

Labour . 11>0 rn ....tc1y owned com~.1 and .... noIKN,;ng SKI"'" jcin<d lh~ all fo' In

urbmi,.,a Iabou. force, .nd ...w • pc,,,,,1W bl.ock ""...."mer ma,k., "Soing 10 WO' l<!:

."'•• und<1T .he compul.ion 01 <,<"nomic ,..",..,ily .nd a..ra"lt.'<I by tho gltlwing d<:1n.ond

for labou r. The \90:3 Lond«lo.....' Commi..ion reponed Ih.o' the "'P"od lXlive ClIf<1d ty <>I

\1>1'~''', ,on ....'1'1:( 1'1 !h<' mig.a"t l~"""r oy" "" ....os l"""'i>ed. wu -. "'yt."'" Deneys

R<"i1Z. Mini. to," of )'l;. rivc Allair>. ",Ian'd inllu. ronlr(ll in !he indu>t:'i.1 """tt l'" of II...

Trans......l and N,'ol in 1942, i""",.'ing thO' """,!:o:r of ulbon Alna ns. 'Tho 1943 F. gan

C:>mmi..ion found that W<)men a«ount.-d !OI" one '!lin:! 01 unr.n African., and ro"c:1udod

,hat black urbonisation was. p.>rnwn."" lac"".'

Slx k ulboni""ion Ic<l l<> In "("ale t",,, . in;; .lIonogo. and ga"" ri~ 1(> oqu.o"..

"",,,,,,,,,,,,'s., ,ho"..nd. of 110",....,•• Airi...... built vtl"'gfl ~II d....rl<'<i Lond .nd pt'OVi<k-d

their " ...... S<'rViCM Ind i"f''''rocN'''' no, di rect lel ion of !hl' ",!u.o'len wu ......"'ho<l in

olhc< utban 'tnlUIcs luch "' bUI·boyrolll,' Blick unioni.. llon on<! ind"'tri.ol Klion llso

il\Cl'l!l....t, Although offiril ily unft'Cognil<'<l, by I904S O\IC!" 60'4 of COmmt1'a! IN! pr:v. lcly

o~ industty wn unionioo:d,' A.;""rding to O M(orl, ItS 521 Aflicln ....' k"" wtnl on

sllike du ri...g lhr: 194~1948 perind, a<ctIun~:Ig fur I Ioos 01 409 29'J work-doys.' Cfg...;¥<!

manuflcturing industry ,,"11«1 for 1M l't'Cogni~on 01 bllCk!Tad( unions IS. """""sat;' .tcp

10 curbi ng milillncy I nd no"""h,;"g wo,kn ...ll liofos. TM Tr...,.vu! Chombt-n oll"dumy

, no, Lond>downe Comtl'lioMon (1';013) quoted ;n O Me""' Vol!<supi \2!iW>/' op.ciL..,=
I UG-48, no, N.tive Lo ws Commi..;"n 194b-1948 hhe FIg... ComnliMion). pot.. Ill­

28,
'A.St.>dler. Bi, d.;n 1M Cotnf;";~trr MC/Vrm",," In k>hon"..,b!lrc , 1'U4-1947.

10umol of Soulhttn AfrIc... SN dio. 1m , pp.9J-123.
• A.SIIdler. A bong Wn '0 WIlk: 8uI I in A\no ,a I~ in P.Bon......

(..a): Worlti n I ;n 1h1'm AI,;U" Vol.2 (joho.......bu.g i981), pp.22ll-257.
, ""......: V"lks!<opilll llm(! op cit p.llS.
• ib id, (thno! figu"," ;n<I"d( tho: 194 mi........ Itnk.).



,
~TJ;U<'d ; "il Nalivcs . '" ... ~nlcr indu,tty in ev<1' inc'.....ing numbC1'.. it Is dear tlY, ,!>cit

being org.nised and disciplined in P"'P" union< i. an ;ndi'P"""-'b~P"'"roqui' ilr 10 lh<"

d......,lop".....,' ... 'Iable and pfOd ""ti'''' _.k~."

Tho war ye. ... . 1"" wi!nf'O....:!. grow th in libera l d iK'Oll. .... not ""tri<:ted 10educ.o lion..>l

or researcb bod; '" b\lt pou..-J by • ..,,;.. of g<>v,,",""'nt comtrIi..ion. who<e n:potU

SUpf'Oiled the «Mrol d r>d ' 0/ orglni,.-d Indu<lry. Tnt 19012 Smil Rcpon <.Iitd M lhc

=ognirion 0/ bliock trade " nion•• and for !he ,Io te to bo.r the = ts of urt.l n L;bo\l r

"'J'"'ducbor.. The \ 942 van Eck Commi. >ion proposed lhe abolition of PO" low•• while the

\...lnds<l"w.... COfI'lmi•• k>n descri bed tho rr,>rodu<ti~ c.pocity 0/ It... Rno"""" ao a mytb

. nd c.ol:ed fot l/'le poy"......, of • fu ll li '-; ,,& wage to ur....n Afri tlln WOfkets.' Lil>ml v. llK'S

~ roru1arised by tho ",or ;...,11. .~ war wa$ fought ;ogoinOl fasci. m and in dd~ d

ind ividu.o!i>m, !M nM of ~w and oe\f-d......unalion. ,he _ of liberalism. Thew loJu l.

~ ..,. oul in Churchill and Rooscvoh'. A!lo~,ic a,.".1 .... and ~. ne<e>oary do...-

p'0F"Salion . ... me"". of ""," n..ining .upp:>T\ lor the war di ....,.jy a1fKted IlOlibc-.!

developments In South Atria.

~ Aill<'<! ro..on sujfCf'l.'d .., ~·l>~d.. In t"" "M, II" lhr«, 01 an ;""";001~ a. <h:­

,.p;>......, flO<'! cn"'~ the Indi.n o""an. In<! tho go..............t hid to fi&M I &n>tTal rI«tlcn

in 19o13.~ In ""po...... L"e &overnmenl fNode u npm:edenk<! mo.... 10 0«Il~ l>lIcII " OTl<.i",

el, .. loylll)' I nd I'IOt to f..", I chll~n&e On lao mony fron.. It the 51"... time. 1'1.. II ....

..('nO ""m.llyrelaxed, an<! u.. &O"""""",t adopted Il.orgriy pra&"'lbc Ipprooch '" 111><.. '

........... Afrkln UnioN ..ere Illo..ed to d evelop u nofficiloUy; In 1942 W.h.... MIdrioy. the

mini'lf1" of Lobour, promi..-:! black union~i tion In I'l'Ium for worka' , loy.lty, W~~

' Don'! be too c.ploslvc On the qu<'Slion ._ R=gni!ion oj yoW' uniono will come .I>out, but

• lbl.<! ., p.2.loO.
• See r.te......., Y2jcr< £f I'm...." From So:tm;.1iQn to ANI]hric!, !9;'<A~

CJohlnncsb u", 198il, 1'1'.15-40.
~ s." T.Lod&e, 'C1li.. Confll(l,. Commu1'll! S",,&&le Ind Palriotic Unity: the Comm~"lIi$'

Pl rty 01 South Africa during the Seccnd World War'. Semi",., ""per, Africon S"'die$
IN n M e. Univ",",lty of the W"11W'l<'nr.ond. 1985.
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Y"U m ..,t ..,ly o n "",.•n 81~k Slrik<-< in . ",as Of irdu,tty imr<>....n t to 1M ..'at .ppeor to

hovc~n sctl led in I ",.an"". f,vouT~bl. 10 lIle worken rather ,"".. ""'p1"Y""" "

war in 1904 1. the Communi., Party of South Ama 1000AI threw lMI! ;1'110 ....pporting \lie

"ar effort with • 'Domnd South Afria !' eompoign .nd "",n gain<><! • dez:- of political

.....pe.:..bility. Th<- CPSA. 1M r ....nds of tho So-riet Union lfSU1. nonra.<Ul tr~ unions.nd

nth... organi...tion.w~ .11ow«! "".., loX•• bl. fr1oedom by ''''' Smuts g()vnnm<1l'." Cabi"'"

mini,tenpin«! commun;.n On p1Jblir plotr""",, Smut> openod . 1943 'Sovk'l Fri~.hip'

C""~ in JoN......" bu.g while hi, " i f. w... po~ of Ill. PSU. n- org.n;Y'iUflS

in tum ""n..-..,n 'u ' <.'Cl o n vner' 1ing . upport for the w...~ .\11M 1'104\ the crsA plaml.

. uppon for tho! wu abo..., purdy dOfJWSIk lull<'>. n... O'SA pn>gr. ....-..e b;l\ibil1:<l I

' tu d M>d v'gu<:ne.. 0"'" NKk politic.1 right. wl\M d<'daring:

In ti><- forefront _ put .he pnnople tho. it i . the ....ponsibilily '" the""~t
to ~ tha, lhe ...""'" po:>uLo tion Is adequately fed, hou$ed and ciolhed, .r>::!
pn:>vided willi lr.Nic.1 . !!<nlion .1'<I bospilOll ....-vic"-"

In 19042 tho CPSA C""t...l Commilt"" " ll,,",!; "", tt.. :n!<1'l>Ots of South A/rica', wrll-t..ing.

particularly in t""'" ~rio". l:imeo, e""'Y . U01't . hould M Mad. 10 avo;d ,n;m.-

M a .......It of tho parncular tenditiu", of It.. WI< yean. organisabo'" ouch .. W

CI'SA and FSU wen: ab!. 10 pmetrate tt.. white ............nity '" a manner """""" befor.

or aft'" the wu. Over 6000 P""PI. SOlhCfed to welo:ome tt.. fint Soold «0.....1 to

jo...."""'burg in 1942, and Modioal Aid for R....ia l't'('L"i¥ed oY" £80 000 in ;t, tint two

month•." n.. Red "'""yotlensiv. led It.. Miniot., of lu,~ Cotin 5leyn to """dud... •...

" Quoted in lSimono and 1t5i"'oOn" qu. and Colour in Smllh Afr<e:a, ' 852-1"'"
(london 1983), p.556.

" l .Edwar d" n.. D.!rbon Commun" l Party, 1940.: S....1lI A&iun u bour 'ulllOtin
11",1987, "".44-64.

u s.e C.Bu....: "'n Hi'!Orical Studv of 1M [rirod! of tM $000 Unicn and 1M 5ol'J' h
Nric.on Pf aC;; Cou""';l. (Hens "'eoi., Univenity of 1M Witwatonrand 19117).
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in elections in Jo""nlWOburg. E.m Landon and Cop<' ToWII; II>(, I"" Y fielded ruM

candid.'.... in 'h<' 19013 gen"...1 cled;"n. and ilIlhou$h I n k>o,lht:y p<>Ilcd In I V""'g" 11 '11.

01 the y{)t~.~

Tho! ..I r t>x>sl<'d industn.oliwbon. which in tum ehol1otlged the migran t Lobour 'Y'l<.m.

eo....m """" romrni••ion> " guod tN ' Alr'.can urba rlisation and ' e.;onornic integTabon' - of

blacks into the ' whilt" ...",,,,,my - " e... ;rT<'V<nibW pro<...... As • ""olt• • dcg"", " f

ronoensu> """,rgod ov"," lhe dir('di"n which fu lu~ g<>~l policy should take. The

m e And Cl'SA. " ..til •• l il;>:,.I. in the Ut', thl' South Africa" Insola le 0/ RoC\' J«olahon ,

[SAIRRI. and among the Nati"" Rep""'''''Oli .,es (ind il'\'C~Y ~.ecled by Africa" vOIen).

claimed IN.! ' nolhir.g could be the ,.,'oe .r..,.,. tho ..ar' - IMI &"' .......menl polic-j ..o~ld

hove 10 I d<nowl«lge 'ho' ""S"'l:alion 1vId faik:<l to .....;T.b in ~.1 separaf..m. In 1\142

Juliu. Lewin, I liberal academie ;"",,\ .0<1 in a...., y educ'tion, . "',"":

We """,, I defin;'" ...,..., o! ~bg • ,,",'" dir«l\on. n.. von uk Rcpon •..
••pl'<'O"" this and the war ilWlf ""'"N 'ho' 110 r,e,w di..biliti., will dncc/'ld . On
the contrary. old 0 ore b<:in~ sh.ok"n ." th" h.o...-d pus Iowo h.o~ bo>ton ,elbod
I nd N.oti~ trod" uroo I re 10, b<o~sN _. We (OIn l gol llon~ 1"1<1" now ~h.ol

Ih" pril>Cl pl" 0 ' u." and th.ot IS ttlne"d"eL."

Optimism fur I ehangt' in dit"OCtiml by tho g""""""""" w., ~l<'<! by • sf"""Ch ""'do

by Smut, In Jan u.ry 1'U 2. Spea1d:lf, 1n lho 'dark d.oys· o f u-., w. r, Smull. sta l<'<! ,

The ",hoi" trond both ;n this ccu ntry I nd throughou : AJna h.os bc<:n in til<'
opposit" dir«tion (10 ""P"'S~t;o.,I , ihe wholo: ....,.,."..." of develop....... t he« on
1N5 ttlnl;""'" hooS bc<:~ lor 01" ... ttlntaell 10 b<o "'tablish<>d b<1w""" tho " anou,
racn .nd tho "";011' 0«1Or> of this a>tNnIlNIy 'H loolotion hoos P'" . nd
oegreogation h.o' f.i l"" On ...,U dlys too _ A rnol"tionll)' ,,)o..n~. i. tal<inJl; pla<o
. mong lho Nlti"" people> of Afrie. through tho ....."""""" from Iho f/OUn try 10 1ht
lowns . tho _ ""menl fr<:m tho old~ ,n Iho Noti"" . .... 10 Ilw big
European "",,1m of popu llnon. Sotr"'I_ tned 10 >lOp I~ II has . howe_ , oot
stopped it in Ilw k ISt. tho P'''''''"n.s boom accolft'ltod. You mi~ht Is _ Illry to
'Wf!<'Il the ocOln back w ith I broom.~

Tlk"" with h i. commi tment to the .4110 0'" a". ftr, 1M ...Io.. tioo of d i>crimina lOl)'

• Quoted in B,Bunti ...~' M05e! 1(011* Soulh "'''" In RryoJutjo1'll'Y (london 19116),
",109,

,. ibid., p,1l5.
.. f l b ian Colonial Bureau r lp<'fS. RMd... Iiou.., O>d"ood: FeB H / 1.3e , ).l<>win to

R.Hind...... 19-&-1942.
• W.I(.H;UlCOCk: The fields 0; for<r (~p" Town 19681 W .476.
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,he UP.

The AN C and AfriCiilns' O airns..

In 1\14], in Il>i. ronh:xt. the ANC pu bh.hod a map••:o•....-.;,nl of pri ....-:ple, Afri<.l r." Cki""

in 5oI<lIt Afrial. In 1M sa~ )" a. the A..'U: odo~ • new ro""litunon w!>k." .boli.hed lhe

wo ,king committ"" of """"b<:rs hYing within . fi/ty-mile rad ius 0111>0: \'rnid<lIl-Gtn.....1.

alld •• tempted to CI'l'ate on er r..:ti"" b",,,,, k .1rUCtU~I' ll>e At.;c in 19013 w.. a "",,!I

o rgani sation domina ted by p«>f....;ON I• . NOnelrc,k>s., un.!"" Ilw jnfj~ of its pragman.:

Pr",ident.cm",.1. rnedieal doct<lt AHftd Binni X",,,,,,, D!~ ANe beg. .. 10 .how.i"" of -.

mo~ vigorous ..... lion 10 ~"' ,"," ~"'..... and chllleng<"J CtHt"<! ~y • npidi;;

ind u.tli.li.i~ ><>:;..ry:m ll>e ' oNe ","ugh! to coptta.' ise On IN, l i"",.1 ethuo 0/ ~'" p<'fW>:l

and 10 pl."" tf><., ,i .ion of n<:mudol d liun'!'Iip }"'Io~ Ihe go~m........ t. A~"" C!.Iimo

artk\:lah'<l W<'St= hb.....I-demJCf.hc d....."d. in • nonr>o<:i.ol 5<><>lh Arliea.. <onl""t, . nd

sought to doli......'" tt.e ideok>;ical polk ..hich It.. COYftt\r\tnt, "P?'rmtly bac~j,,~ .... "

from ~.tion. ,I>ouhl follow.

Il.friu .... eloi....... di "'d,-d into!WO IN;" por lS following 'I'rol~e .....,l\~ ~y X UIN,

The h..1 pon pl&<'C'd the A' ''"li< C~ln in lIS South Alrleon ronlnt and &nal:f""l u..,

na lu", of Suulh Allicin opp<eolion; I..... <NOnd rompri><'d I BiD of Rights. "'!,"'n o' C!<Ii"",

SOIlghl to g......le A/rican .uppon for tho me while 1M"' l ling for wid" KCtptln« of

lhe ptinciple of nonrociol pl rti<'i polion in~. A,lt;ard' Cloiml d fceti, .. ly d.....nded

toIU1lily of 1Te1lm;m1 wilh whil..... '!'he 2iU of '4hts e>lIed for <'qUlI political potti<'ipation

.nd uniwtlll .uffrage, bfeoking wilh pnMou' ANC demond. for I quoli&:<! ,,"udI''''. II

II .., demanc!«l "I fai t ,.,.:h.mbu ~on of "'" lind • • I~jlile /or I julC oel"Jemml "r
I..... land pTObIem," trNdom of ....,"""""'1. ....id""'" I nd eqUil ily bo.fo. e u... IIw, •• w.:11

.......al ply for "'lUll work.. .....ploymml in. u..nce ItId unemployment borw.fib." n.e

I T.Lodgl:' JlI~k f'(!!H", In Soylh A'ri<:l Since I<J.4S (u,nd on 1983), pp.2~.2S .
• Ib id .. pol4,
.. J.£riCInS' CI.i.... in South AIrkl, in T,Karis: Hop" In<! CNlTrngr (Cal ifornil 19n),

polIS.
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which hampm!d .-..mc.n e«momic mobility . "'fr""'>\S' Cl.Ii... wa' drown up by. com""U""

i"lft>ded to . ltr>oct "d i' tingui. h<'d UNV<nily gr.eh.....• to lhr ANC.- 1I/rl<Jnu' (!oj".., wa•

• modonle. noN".ciol ""toh'mE1l1 cl d......,."..nc gN I. and "piroho", in r~"" wilh

In!<'rNtio....l opinlon a' ~ out in Ihe Allo . i'i< '''"'I.... It .1", fIowod from the- .pp.o......t

.i!:>er.li..1ion of gov~t poliq.

Following the 1<U3 g..."..J el«tion, which the 1JI' won with I la:>d.lide Yl<Iory,ond

1M ."",,nted bolafin' 01 forces in the w.r, the ur i""""singly >hod the ...tOm-';;l ''''''oric

wtuch had lNnod it in the ••,1y)'N" '" 1M ,..if. Smull, Ihroug!< hi' ••'erM ·!. ft'joctcd

Afria''''' C:Om" os "I""'l"'gan<!i.t" and 'l.Il<'<! u...r "" wn "not ptopar<:<l 1O di.", pt'Cp<>l-Il.

which In: wildly !m.,..actiocable:- InIlu. ronlJOl mo.."",, which hac! te<m "' 'O<l in 1942

Madel")'~ War Me..u", 145 wlUch TNde ...ribs illcg.L In 1946, Hotmeyr (Acting

Pn"", Mini...... in $muU" .bomcel prnid<d 0_ \he viol<1l1 .upprt'S'ion 01 • >trike by

..,me 70 lO.I Atlicon miron'S. following whir:h the crsA E.OC'.,;"" Committe<! w.. Iriod for

n... ",a.. ri< 0...,... l<> which II", South A.flic.an go.....1'TIInl'tl1W'" ';gn.olory. continuo<!

I" lnspin: black politic.l activity. ihe 1945 Unital N. lions 0...,... wJUch ~mull : ...

aut~. i~aoed biack dEmands fe' the dcmosllc ' Fplica,icn oi li,""aI princ;pIn. Smuls

Tho fully puNicited diSC\l....icM It UNO a,~ having a great rifed in oil <lira:lions.
W~ ~~ hur a_t the,r. from e u. dcmnlic and fonn Nalives who "",Ily ha -e
Mthing to (CmJ'lain ef. but ...e dftl>ly slifTed by all this I&lk 0/ ......lil)'."d non­
diocnINNtlOTl.

te as..,.1 "'li,l&tion aff""ting 'no live onai"" , adjcumtd 0...... govemm<1It !l&ndi:ng oi L-"

• Resolution, 19-42 ANC Con~ in Karl"~ "".tiL. 1'.19\1.
• Bunting:.~ ep.dL. p.1l 3.
.. QuOlO<l In H.lnc:cclc l:2!:!::£ ep.ciL. 1'_486.
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C~l. ;oc<u<ed thI< gov...."......" of ~

po51'W~T mnh"u~lion of ~ polky of fa;,r;;sm whid> i. the I~tilhcsj, or.:! ""t-' rion
o/lhl' _ and Ihe . pin ' oi l"" Atl.>nlk Chaner and tI'e Uni'''' NahON Cl\a'lOt.·

Afrlal..• Cloi"" r.oiled to ~Il th~ growing ic\""logicoi V&<'\>um <:rM1ed by • go=nmenl

unable 10 pic. "" the CO"'p.:1'ng _10.. 011 ..pidly indu.lrio1ioing «Cf>OrTly. or to gtrl<.'r.lll.

I Io:gitilNling ideology to ""l'1,,0~.ti<;n !",!lieh 11 had ."i,lO'<! in un<l<:rminint).

N"""*"'l.... . ....fr'i<.o:"". C/o;"" mmnUltl'd the ANC 10 • n>(ln;, •...dieal· program""" tho" ii

II&d "",vioo,ly <"ndol'OE'd. Ind witb ir. t"" A.>,;C ~ur.~ for the! y O<! d _ milt...,,!

.....,thod. 01 p""""'!. MOVE'S to ,adicali... eongm.. ....,.., \ood by ,he ANC Youth Lt.~

lANcY1.]. fo"""",, in 1944 and compnoir.g .bIe you"ll men luch Is "',v , lUIJen lS Anton

lornbedc, .....hby Md. , ~Icl_ MlnJ.I. and O1i_ TI mbo.~ ANCYt comt.uno<! 1l",1!

'0 "rousing pop~IOT political COllociou........s and fighting oPf.....ion and ffl<tion:- TJo,t "'or

Y".n ,",," the ANC move tn....<is (I'uting I ""'" boo... I 1''''''.'' IMt wt«l for the Tnt

of lhc decade."" beyond .

ull.ck unity.

During the ..or, economic ro<:<:n"; 'Y and go,"('mm('nl.ill pr l gmotism mmbill«! to g.".,.....,~c

""""'"?""ad African mihlOncy. Africln url>oni.. lion ond unioni.. I;On In<l" o, od d,~matK.;,r.y.

In \')45 tho> Council of Non-EuWf"'ln Ttodc lln;o~ c1oimc<l or. •/flliorion oS \19 ulli""•.

"'l'~lin8 0 ~'4 0/ AI.....n' ' 0l""""nl<'d in Indu. try .M" \n A~~u. 1 19-16, 7C In)

A'rie>n mi w 1 OJ' .trike; within Ill"", d:I)'t 18 h..d \l<'o:n kilk>J .,d .M 'bike t-Ioodi!y

brok<!n. As migrlnt mi...... nod poll« blUlAli')' in tho compounJ' , Ihe1 aoo .J r.4l1\o • On

Qmni.!On Slob"" • wltl\ tM N.Ii~ Ropr".'mlolive Counci!1o... on tMi, y \I,) thc1,

I"rrtoN met1ing_ n.c NRC rno1 in • 'lot<! 01 higlll<1lsion .nd Idpurntd InddllU l<!ly ofltt

""i""'" I" &>bot<! I"" otriJoe~ lUmN ~own. TIle 'JJ'P"<"'lO~ 01 tho- mino bike Ind

1M ref".... lQ OIlM conces>ions to lhe NRC ..... p'",kled ave, by Hofmeyr hi\.> Smu"

I ttonded tile United N.lion._ Th,.", ho WI' jom..d by • dt"l"S.liOll from tM A.NC I nd

SAiC, "' well os former cPSA m<rnm ItId Nllivo Rorr-nlOtivo Hymio eo".., . WorOd

ol!ot'tion ..a. foou• ....:! on South African ..cia! 0PrI'Ot""n.

.. MlrglrOt Balling.". Pl pen, Williom CUI!<on Lb ,"ry, Un;"..,..j ly of lhe Witwl lorS:lnd:
A410/82.14: NRC ro<oIulion. 14·6-1946-

o ANCYL: Congrn' YAAth LNC~ Mlnil...t" /Much 1944\. in Kario: l:i2a "P.oL_
pp..)04-305.

" E.wobol.". led) : E" o" in Southern African Labour History (jo:,1\Inne>bu'l 1979).
,~.
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The ..or ~. .. w;lnnS<.'d ."" •• dia!i..1ion of If"!;." poh bOS .nd ..nity W tw""", 11-...

Tn"'va.o l I nd Nal .oJ too;'" Cong..,.,.... w:llh th<: fOrm.otiOT. 01 the sAle. Tlw: \.ob long of lh~

Mio\i( Lon<! Ten,,"" .r>d Indion R"Pres<mt.>lion Bill, whidl olf<' .-ed PO""'] k.ch,,"

Under the roew ... d ...nhi p 01 mediul docton Yusul Dadoo and 'Monty' " ..eker. W SAle

org.aniO<'d .. ptiSi"" ""iU m(\" campaign ISliM! wN t it dC'Kribod u .. "d iabol O(.;lI ' '''''''pl
to .mong" ...... Indi .."" ..,.,...,micaUy .nd degrade th"", todllly."n

The campoig n• • s ilo " '1';00;""" ..n·•••"!. wo' ..,Ii.....y nonracial; 0 ..... 2000 vol"n.......

o f all ••.,... (pt"domi""ntly Indion) W<ff ;mpnsonod.m The)oint P.,.;"" Rni""""" CounCIl

.1.I1<'d ;

The non-wi'll'" population of South Alric. i. on 1M much, Ln Iu"" with h:
(,,""'.Td , urge of thC' p<'Opll'S of .....;" and Am..:> 1M the dt'Inocr..bc 'orc..
Ihro ughoul the world *. _ 1m conJi&nt .:..\ ~he ded,;OT' of the N.lle . ",ill
h,,,_ lhe ~.Y when ,"" ;l1ignmonl and "nilal"'" of .all N~n-Europ..n fo"'....
• g. i..... rHi'" o ppn1<!iion will b«:om~ .. ","lily _ We bdil.'Ve tNt I"" Wuggk of
the "",,· ..hn.,. in $oulh Africa agoinsl colour opprnoion i. """ arod ind,Yis,tJIl:.-

The I>f<!'d lor a common fronl 10 oppose bla<:k opp.--euion "u an insi'l<'nl tl>emr: of

poot.... Congres. and crsA pn>p<lS.nd•. Informal to-opention~ Ihe Al'>:C, SAle

.nd Aflican Peopl". Ort;O"I..tion (Aro] to Coloul"l'<! 0'll .ni...tion; bo'gan In 1946: a y.ar

\.>t.... tt\oy joiMly o rganiocd ..hot Xurna cl<-!<ribcd .. an 1",i0!0fic unity ..1Iy.-

In 1!l47 Dadoo, N.icl<f/l'.nd Xuma lignN I'" 'Doctor'. Pact' ..hkh fonnally .llied !lI<­

Alrian and Indian Con~ Unity move> . ".,.,s I'" bIacl< Cons..............e t uppo:>r.f/1

by tho crsA. The J"'O""Congreo P"'" TIlt C""rdiol ", tdil1:d by CPSA ...,.rnben 8<'lIy

Radford and Bri.n Bunting. go room; ,.......,.. to 'P""cl'" and . rticles calling 10' a black

uni tcl ""nt. Cl'SA CoN""""" """luliont aIled lor tIw "",ati<>n 04 a "broad fi ;hlin;

aU..",, " '" .truUIo for ""l""l ";Sh~ /or aU."

~ Quol<.'d in E.Wall<er. A History 0/ Soul hern Afriu (London 19571 p.760.
" lnle'rVi, .. with Yusuf CMh.1I.. (198'1), triln>(ript p.2.
" Th. Guardian :>-12·19-46, p5.
"Th. G...,dian &-:>-19017, p,~ ,

"Th. Guud lan 9-1·1!l41'p.l: crsA 19011 Ann"", Conf~ r<'SOlunon.
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1949 vio l<""" C<>red between 11>1' Afric.n and Ind i. " populat>on in Durb.o", '....v;ng 123

d....d. DOCI injun:<! and "'"... 40 000 """"'In.... T1w Durban riolS~ 'hi' most viclo!l1 1

demonstra tion of ,hi' diffi<ultioos of attaining roci.1 unity. They at"" pTOvided tbe coni"",

for . ... lfirmo ti"" of tho' 19<1; ract. and ,"" me and SA le Issu«1 • •tawncn, "'''ieh

tnIC<"<! the roo" of ~cial oppn:«ion .nd .tri~ not to 'racism' hut ' IN! polincal , economic

.nd !IOci.1 ,1n><tU,.., o f !hio counl7y,~ on diff..""tial and d 'sclimiNtory IrUIm<'nI o f

!he vanous groups: "

V.rio.., faclen continued kI irnp<'d" the """" gt ,,,,,, of . uni fied . 1li&""". During Ih<:

laIc \94(\1" while many ANCVl mernbl-n w""' dr...... ;nt" mai....lftam ANC politia , """'"

continu"" 1<> eo"",,"" • racially ,.,.d".i~ Ic"" " f AI1i<. n ""boNli"" ......11 a,

consKI....ble opposition to the Cl'SA- In additi..... both tho' ANC and SAle Wl'f\'

con""",ed with inU,m. l .lrugglro and wilUling ~""""",t 01~ ndial polki", and

.Ir'l<'gies. In brier. the tr. nsfo nn.olion of the A....C froJtI • •"",moh. petly-bo<Jrgeo i,

org.onisa'ion w llkh used ,"" rneIhod. of prlilion and conslilUlional "";on. inlO I mo. ..

based " . Ir"p",li.o""",tory orglni..li<.>n domandins full and i~i.o~ "'IUlI!;ly. WI ' nol.

l;o>k swi/Uy <>chicwe'd .

Whit t nsponH s 10 Ahk an nllllonalism.

The v<' wlh '" Allicin N tionoli.rn, It><' omerx~ '" the ANC u tM~ AIric:. n

polit;eol orgon;ylion W;lh .n i.......... inf,ly tll<lk.oJ !"'>Sr......... and it. llnillnre wilh the

SAle. conf",n' ''''' whil.. who . uppcrlftl • nonrKi.oJ future with. <d of id<oologk.l and

11r'~C qlle'Otioni. In re<pon>e. bolh white 1:bf'ta:. ar'" «<iali.ts w. m<'d olIN d.o~

of Nh(lNli,m; for hbmlll. it lhre'._ to .ubmerge individualilrn within 1M /nvour 01

...... action. whik tho: CPSA wam<'d that NDo N li.rn okcu.od dan .lignmmts which cut

....001 rKi.oJ b.lrTWn. futh w~....-d tNt ....DoNli.m could degmmote into rKi.oJ nclUli,,; Iy

and .."" wu.~

.. Th. C~udion 2B.l · I 9049. p.1.
• Allicin Nati ON I Con V"" P, p""'. Willi. rn Cull.... Lbr• .,.. llniver>ity of It>"

Witw.t.....nd: ADl18'J /5/fl I11: Sute"'....t 1.." If<! lry th. Joint Mutin g of A~ and
Indian Le.den; Durb.on. ~2· 1949.

• s.... chap!t'l' 3.
• s.... chapl<>~ 3 lei 6 for • dCl. ilc!<l Irf.trno"nl of th..... ;"l>n.



Whit... calling for lhe di'fNfI ~ing nl~.tion ~ \.I~ly dMd od bel_n lib.....I•

• nd radic.l•• wI>;> pllled w.Y' "" "";es 01 i....... at the core 01 which \.Iy lhe rela ted

q....~o... of ",I.tion. with the o,,:C . nd SAlC; \he par!;"rn<'flury Of e. lr.>-par1'>"""Ha ry

nature 01 their .trugz;1e for oqual righ..; tho goal. loT which they . truggled; and I.',..

prominmC1! 01communi.~. within the COng......... and ,uf1'Orting OTgiUli.. lion>, Definition.

of radica l and lib....I. and ~ of ro rr"""ni.t. C""lrod ""t '" much on ideologic.1 Or

roonomic qu..tion. bul .....tion . with anJ altitudes toward. tho libmolion .truggle.

UboTal. p",mi..-d their vi.ion 01. nonr.cial fuNre on the~Iopment 01 .n African

nUddl..-.:la.. tNuugh tho ...trn""n of odl><a ~ONI and soda.l-well.~~, and gradu.l

Africa.. incorpor. tion in .tat" .II'\IoCNrn wNch the gov.....",.."t was (.oiled on to . ... Ie. No

Iib<-r. l f"' litical org. nisation e:n.ted; liboml. ~ found in well..... org. nisaliono. tho

SAlRR,. the UP. and • ...,ng.. the Nabv" Rep....., ntali,""" Ra<lical whi..,. ailed for the

immedi. te application of univenal .uflr.agl'. and , upP"n t'd ......·ba oed "'''''1'"',liarn<'fltaty

campaign•• •In. .. and . imilar 1o"", of pnl lost. N ouch. , ad;e.,l WN los Included

(OtNTluni.... Trot>ky:i.I>, chris';"'. and othe... and .....te found in tho CPSA, the I!a<l"

unio n mo........eflt. ond the Springbo. lqVon. n....~Ion w,u . n ...~ organ;sali""

formed. I" 1942 which opc"'te</. ......ldi..... !;"ack union, ampaigni"g loT ho...iflg, job>

.nd 'taini"g >cb<mos for ...~ . nd womH\.

n.... main polilial hotr'oe 01 ra<lical wNI....... ~'>e Communi.. rarty, . noN'aC\.lI ~Iy

..hich . upp m ed ~,,"I n ghlS 10, .11. A«oodlng 10 N.Ii .... Reprtovnloli..... Hymie ea........
who Ittt \he O'SA I" 194] .

~ Intervi..w with Hymie Ila. ........ (nd. In.Ii''''e of CO"",""", wuIih $ludi.. london!.
tr.n><:Iipt pp.lCl-lI.



te

Sociilli't .uppon lOT tlw: Al\:C. in con",.., wilh Iibel-~I'. wa. pn.-misod prKiM'ly on It~

./locI" of ••;g~;fic.nt Ainun boucg""i.i~ I r>d lJ><, ""ult,n, briH'f .11.:I, the movemen,

would not th<rcfo"" become • 1>0"", 1M bl.:lck copila li.u." Lib....1. ailed on the Conj;f\'S.....

I(> ....trict Ih......oc\v"" to m ....' ituIioNl .....'hod. 0/ pto_ .. the only """ 0/ controlk<l

and <"Y<Ih.lioNry societ;ol d"""loprnont radial ...hi t.... In conlr;osi. j<>i~ , A.'>;CYl in

mtio';ng the ANC fo. failing 10 """"!of' bronc!> smJctu'" and '"""" ·bo>ood ..,tr...

Whi~ oppo.ibon In .panMid in the 19505 ..... dividld t>ct>.....,.. the Umg:rt". of

{)emo<T.1S and II", Libe r. l P'ny. hetw..." radial, and libe..l.. R.>lhft' 1l'...n boing ~r~y

«onomic or ideological, diffO'l'e"Ccs bet~ 11... two wt1"O domiNted by 'pp"""c"n to IN.­

method. and .imo of the I\I'OC·1ed Slrullllle. In 1...7 E<lV ' Brock... .. Nali"" Rep...,..,.,..,;""

and • lead ing lib<1'.1 /igu"", .lal<'<J, "If U .,."..li.m be in' '''PrflN as an e<:or.omic doarir.e

in oppo>ilion 10 :sotiIh.m. n<>' . 11 0/ ,, ' w<l'.lld be very ....,,,u.~o.Ik 10 deftond 11.- As .....

shall ...... both M.rxi<l and hb l Ihcoreticio"£ argued IN t """"<l.ti"" and .po:thcOd

1't'Smcleod economic de"elop"' '" and thot the gownunent would h.... 10 adopt •

·common""'...· policy and ACknowledg<' 1M 'oct of block urb.tni...tion and ~no,,-,;(

Moreo. ...., bolh Marxi, t1 ar.cl bboral,~ a~1 ~rod "'lanchng of

opp"""'iooI and ""i,t,,,,,,, in Sooolll Ahta bllocd on ~ theory 01 'nlO1"Nl coloniali .....

White Sol'llh Afriea, il wa< atgurd, w" , coIonlai p<>wt't w~ , ubjod colony (I..... Mad<

popul, Uonl lay within it> own Wr<l...... T1vough inlnNl tc>Ioniali..... t~ C!'SA !<)Ughl to

~lw thl' conlJachclions ~en duo ond NtioNl OINU !e; for li\>o,Tall, inlC'Nl

colorJali"" aclcnowlcdged Soooth Aflica' , I~Nre 'iaN , al a no!lnCial lOCiel)' but wit h. ,

blade gOv<'rl\tl\01"lt.M



"
l..Jeologically. liberal, <And •..dieal, opont"" within a remork.obly oimil.or fn"""" or~ .

domiN''''' by Ih~ . hal'l'd d"""'nd /or 1M """ . tion of radal di!l<;rimi"" tion .rod Ill<:

inln>duction of • policy NS<'d on individ""l "'.....d no' '0"". They d iffr.1'<! 0"'" III<' ' peed

at ...k ith • non,adal solution could be am V<:d .t• •n<! the ""'OIlS by whi"" it 'hould be

pursued . U benl. CillO<! for 1M doudlmcn\ 01 • :niddl"""l.o•••I..~ Imm tho: IN" Af1ic.1n

""put.lltian, ond !heir incorpora bon in .1011• • t:'UeU. ... As $u.h. ht.,r.>li. m ..... p~!<'d

on • qUinttni worl<ing el... . with ...tr"parl"~lary acti on ..,.... as p"tentiol!y

......"lulionuy and . ....1"""'" to controllod dnoolopme1"t. libenl, called for th......1.....;01\ of

.00. 1~ IS I>eC'nw'Y pn:<:o"dihon. lOt bl.-;1 . dv. ""........,' 'l>' 'C;'fi!isN' ,tatu, and

incorp:>Tatio n in a west,,", . tat.... In <:antra. t, nd i(.ol whit... bol" supporte!d and _ . ked for

1M organi..bon '" 1M W<l<lung cia.. through "",...1>1....:1 ""Ir.·porli.on....u.ry a m?" 'g"'.

Whit... radical. . ..i,1ed with \he 10...... '101\ of ~k trod... uniol'lS, and offC'l't'd sUpporl for

Dnpil<: the b",Ii'" ,hf.totic which ....ned ma!ion$ bctween libeT,.1! ond rad icals. tho

white liberal /Jeft (Ompriwd . rel.o ri ~ly cohni"" ooNl glou ping:. ~ly d,.....,. fn>m lhc

prof ional. Engli.h" p"aking mid dlc!-cl.... domi.... t<'Cl by a~o:mia . Iaw>,= and

jou lim . 1M libeTal /lell 101" IntcrlolO"m willi profes.ioNl lJ'Id i""'O""l "'LolioNllt?,

w},K,h aoosed ideological and o",""i"'lioN l divi.ion.. Oirf~ bcrw«n liberal. I nd

radi el l. In 1M 19500 reflected tM polillcal d~\opmenl> (If tM lite 1940s IS 1M AI>:C

rad icall""" it> progTilrntne and method.. and anod for unqUlli~ white idmtif\cl.bon WIlli

"'0

The Comrnu.nist Party 194$-1950.

The Communi. t Party of Soutll AfrY..a. f~ in 1921, lola. ~ onry lIOI\I"ocial political

port}' in South Africa. Th~ Cl'5A lola> a prroor-uNnUy Afneon orgl nisation, wilh a . ....rr

Whil~ membenhip; while Communi,'" were Iho only organised body 01 white opinion to

offer full s"ppon f<>T til<: g<>lls of the m e. ",.. C'SA dun,,!: tho war )Un converted

political ....pectabili ty inl" minot~Il .~ in the J"honnnburz Ind Co~ Town

Council ~Ie<tions_ The """'l or 1M Cold WI' mlIikod the md of white VOl... support. whil~

in 1948 1M Cl'SA won 1M c..~ W""tcm Native R~tabv~ "«lions. willi Cenl,.l



COmmil mcmben S.om K.1hn and Fred Co.......... elocl<'<! to parli........,l .nd lhe Pro",ncill

Council pe<'h~<'Iy.

as Dovid Dopape .nd J.B.Marks conC=lnled on African mobili..tion . mund civic and

creal<'<! conduci~ e condilioo. for lho org.l\isa~ONoI wor~ of O'SA "",mben. The ""'""C
dunng the .... Y"'TS conc""Ir.l<'<! on dr.loing up .nd p'p"!a.'i.ing Afric>...· C....mo; V . u­

roo'" orgal\isalion .... largely lefl lo bladO'SA~... many of ..!-em were .1", A..'lC

memb<n, In 19o14. lhe Cl'SA C""".l COmmilt.... 1IOl«l lhe VO""h 01 Alrican indllOl:iol ,' nd

economic A<;l:on, bul 11>0 d",,,h 01 polirical orgal\isa'ion:

":'he ""''" foran lnJ1""nlial and .Irong polilical organisation loiJl "'" Il\Cl1'.d i;:gly feh
ITI lhe, wOf........ _. l.<."I .,. theref""" ta~. "pun ourwl~.. 0." ",,"'e 0; the
.....pono'bility in bui!<hng "p 11Ii. "'..............1. Ott. ,,"""bo......o,\<ing in ~ Vat'10'"
nanonaf ,Ofll;a", .. tiono ha"" ""~ much in on iroC!ivi<!",,1w.y. A ....rnl and aeti""
lndet""p In 11>" don.'Cbon ha. hero lacl<ing for a long Ii.......

The Cl'SA wa" holO'rt"g"""u. org.>ni..lion. Son... (p""*,mi",, nl1y while) k .ding party

memben pLayo:<! • lligh.pmfl\e role in ' Upporl of 11>0 ..0:, and in f,sh lln~ ..hile t'\ectio....

At the .."'" time, b1i1Ck rany fnC'ffIbon were involved in I"" 1940 Anti·Pa.. Compa:;n.

It .de union work . nd civic <>tpl\i..tio.... and b1.d, pal'ly tnmlbenhip int'!uo«!. Fcl lo"';ng

t1,~ in various arca.., lndu'hng elK tiuns, ",me O«tio... of lhe cr'SA "began to

11Iin!< In I"",,, of • IN" memrenllip.- The Cl'SA had a slgl\iflClnl _ lion or op: nion

..hich "'K.reI"" legal parli.........l. ry activi l'f • • lhe ..... in hid 01 party ..on a:'ld, ilCconIing

10 the oflinal hi. I"'Y 01 lhe Cl'SA, •., Ifemi "J<og.li'~ ilh,oi<;n.. -

In 1928 the (]'SA had iIC"1!IO'<l • Cominlern lhe'!u wl.i<:h pIact'CI So~1I> Africl in the



"
an ind"P"nd onl NIi"" Soult. AlliCIn rq>ublic U • ' !.It<' tow."h • workn' 0 1\0:1
p"' nls' "",ubhc, wi lh full "'l"01 ngh " fo• • n races, black. C'OIour«! and wh" . ,-

Thf crs de""loped I Nhonal <lcrno<:ra"" progr""""" whkh ewllo:<l lo r .be ;",""-"<;1,.,.
lTan,l", o f po...",. I<) the INjo.Hy p"p",.oon a nd in tffeo I" f t _;"li,t m:orostruetion 10 •

11.1<.'1", ....cond.'Y l Uge. In tho' I.o~ I UCo as 1M A1'>le g,-,w in size I nd _ <I to pl'o" klo

1M l~ership n«:co.. ry to ptol«Ul. the fin. su go of \he f<'VOluticn. CPSAI A..o,;C c...

openHon gre... ""'pile' opposition from ANcYL and IoOmo old... ANC """"ben.-

The p<»lw.' O'SA progull"<tl¥ "a, ><:t 01:1 in . 1945 pomp hlel ....lilled wo., NUI ~ ,.,

~iq F So.t11 Atrial. which called 10. dcmocmic righl• •Df .11. tho NhoNli""ion of 1M

land and bon...... Nhonol "..ltl> .....in'. IT"".1Id «>mp"~I""Y I!ducalicn, and .Uf-9C1'U>:l

il'lCn.>e<:I indu.lIi.hS&lion _~ In ,·i<'w 0/ tho h<>l"""Sl'rIOIlI " " ur. o! tho' C!'SA. il i. po1'h.l~.

u"'urpri.ing tho t !tu' p"',w.r ...ffirm.ati(>n 01 . ...Iio....l ~lk F'ogramll'lO me'

inh'1Tlol "PJ'OSihon. A<ad01Tli< )K k Simons,' ~din& C""lr~l Cornmilt..,~. <lefe"'''lt&

I"",,, Na l 1 I I .ho poTty'. l'f45 Conlm:nct. nolO<!: "'Scome oi o ur co",,;,des <!:or:ri~ \hi>

pompl\lel a. ·wi.hy-wa. h y' ... 1!Iey do 1101 "'noid.... il .~olu l 'o...'Y l~ ' ''''tent " He

continue><!'

Coonrad..,. die.... are Ii,,"," .w n.... to be ex,tom><' 1l1lta-re voluli<>rWy i. to be':Uy ll'...
cau,", fot wni<:h we a... working . ""'hicn t. !he mot. "",,,' ulict>ary to-.iI.;. " 10 ..v
you wan , tho vote arid "'Iu1ity of nEM. "" tht' <.(m,~vl'<>P'an.! I...·' il~
rev(Jlutionary to to~. " l' It><! . •tnIU~ fcII" hou.ing fcII" ,k people, iu" fait
d,.' nbulion of .uppli.,. an<l a "''''iury of Food! W. mu>! find. pol icy whid . giW'
"'P""'.lCn Ie \he Iru'lHm<ISI """". o( ,he poople of OUt ('O'\In'ty. Wha, we \,Ick 10<>
,...uch I. I,,", .pint of ...mfl«'. ,,,", del<'mliruo_ to &<1 ' In>nr; the f'OFIo a<.d to
take up ,he i......... which ......' .....Iy affec l lhem.D

The cPSA pro&,,""""" wa, <:Ioa lly ""'''' radical t~..n Afric....• Cl.aind in it:; tal.. of

ruoticNli..ticn. an i l'lll" ....ce which fcund It. ;.....' 'ing syrnpllhy wi\hin lhe A.'iI: ••od

ullim.llely found • • pn.... i<m in ,he 1~55 r •..,/OM D-1tI". M.ny ANCY'_ men>ben """";t .«!

hootilc to \he Cl'SA . rid \he high profile of white (Ull\mvni.ts... did -... :....dins A.'.C

members." However. ,he role of whl", CI'SA~ in providinr; full .u;opon let lho

.. Quoted In Bunting' t2!~ op.cil: 1'.31 .

.. s.,., <hap..... 3 arid 4.
~ CPSA; Wha, Nr" " p.cll
D Th. Cuardi... 4·1-I~5. 1'.1 .
D TI>e Cl'SA/ ANcYL <eNli<t i. dilCU•..,., in <haplC1" ).



block liberabon . truggle ..... 0/ c~nsidcr~bIe lmpor..nce. By C'fIdorsing Con"",••im• • r><!

.Cli";b"" C!'SA ...lIil'" .doplO'd . position ...ltich ooth $Ct the pot"'m for ..d;.c.1 ...hit", in

the 1950s• •nd . goin't ...ltich ...lIite libeu b """'" judged.

Cl'SA p.>rticipotion in .Uionce politics - mhcf IlwI ~<!<>pnng' progra"""" calling klr

the immod"'" r"""lution,.,y lr~"'f<.r of po..... to the ...orking cI. ... th<> ..... ti"" of •

"'"'''li. t ",",iel)',.r><! the .hoping 0/ ih . eti vibt-s ..rordingiy - hod C'01\,id= ble effect. on

oppo>iHon politics. 1M p.>rIy o:ncou..gO'd t.... <rNlion 0/. 'bf<*! fighling . 1li.on( e' ' g. i...t

r. ci.ol disa:iminoDon. Of p.>'ticul.or .ignifk~nce ..... il> mle in working witll the Q,ngres'

mo v<m<nt to develop' fonn 01 gr...·mol> mobili...lion '<our><! the- production of

,"terrents 0/ principle, ...lI ie" found i.. holiest e"l"""ion in \he Congre'!' of the People

campaign of \954/55"

In 1944 the Cl'SA proposed tNt · [1]"" ideo 0/ • I'eople" CNrtet of Rights .hould be

W:en up jointly by the- th"'" .<tho'" Ithe Wee ""tio""l !"""poJ"- The Cl'SA .nd M-iC

bot h l'><J"""S"'d the- desi", to ' gel .mong the peop le' . nd reuni", fonno.l o'g""i"lio... \vith

lhe ...idesp,,,.d ~"ck mili"n(y of the period, In order 10 effect thil , rio< O'SA in 1945

called for !he "'mmoning 01 ". Poopl.. COM=tior.'" Tho . im of lucll . Con~lion •

which b<o<...... tOmmon goal 0/ th<> Cl'SA .r><! IN.- Congret... in the post... r periM .

w.. to pm<!uC\' • ro",,",nl. popular ''''ement of N bonal demo(r.tic go.ol ., .r><! 10

.ymboli'" ""d give concre1e fonn 10 the <':l'ICIling blael< organisatioNl unity.

The dr,wing up of Iud>. chart.. rould not . nd did not p~e lhe emeTg"""e 01 •

uni~od alli. nce 0/ for<-I,s oppo.ed to ,..ial discri",jnolion. Ho........, the method 0/ drafting

..N.t r. ...Uy emerged • • lhe Fr<tJ_ CIIa",,. In 1955, .... envisaged in the Iole \9«ls. In

1947 Yu'u f D.>doo. prniden' of lIIe SAIC and • Ie. ding Cl'SA member, beg:an

implement.fun of a joint r...,lution of the T.....v..1 me. the- SAlC . nd !he Al'C

10 conv","" • rounHywide ronf...,nce of . 11 P""Srt'lsive orgonisalio'" 10 d ..... up

~ s... chap"" 8.
• CAMP fleel 3A2oCC1 :62/2: C....lr.1 Cotnr'l'litt~ Report to the 1944 Cf'SA Conf<.r"""".

p.•.
- The C"..... l"" 4· \ · \945, pi> Cf'SA Con~ Rcoo\,,'ion.



"
& cha 'lC1' fu. demo"..'")' for all in South Africa. 11 ....y N . prel ude> to .....no""' l
""nwnlion truly "'1'.................. of tt.... South Am.:an people il'1'npecl; ·'. of "".." or
colour.g

In ....'ly 19-/.8 d c1ega'.. wN.., ;nvit<'d "fftlm f.><tones and works""p'. town>!>,,,,. 1>0,1<'1.,

. d";""'Y too.rd. and " igib "'" ""'nmil1..... fann ...,tIe........,. and (Oun' ')' town> in aU

<omen m the f""Ovi..,...· to ••, i, 1 the dr.";n, up and ondorxmcn. of . charlet fur -V",,,,
Fo, All:" Their ,,,,,1 w" -'0 launch. (.Ilmpo;gn for the democra tic principles of the Ultil<od

lro'" the di. p".... which m.o ,1<N bolh ANC / Cl'SA and intro<Ongtn> ",!.o lio",.· The

ANCYL and 'old guild' ANe !e<Odenhip jointly .I~ked ...Nt was S«'n •• C 'S'"

dOmiNI'l«' of the T.an,.... l A."1C and il> "Clivi 'i... In parncular. tho' "'''''''''b1y O'b.ni ......

_ accused of III"",pling to by"po" ,he roisling mullitadoal I m..ncc o f COngres.... and

creole • new, non••d.l comf4'h to. to it- Tho A.." mbly orgooni"'" .,l<.....~ to d.r:ly

",1.1i0flS will> the Congn"'......

It is "'" Our aim to compete in lOy .... r wi th.. or take over tho< iunctioN ef the
p ,l ""';0,,,,1 organi...tions of the Afri(.an, Colouml or 1••:H..o f""'Ple. II i. OUTlim
I<J 0«\1'" fri..-.dly ro-opera'lOn and mu""'] ....S1..1'l«' of th~ South AI,;con p<'Of'l~

in chompicming the greot d"""""'tic COu,,", 01 the tn""hi..,."

Dnpi~ Youth uague oppo,ition, the AM<"rnbly rnrt in Jon..nnburg and wa. <>p<.'TKld by

Mkhoel Sro ll, a tadicol chUTd" ""n a:'ld a If,ad;ng Iiprt in the 194.6 pa..i"" ""i,U"""

campaigr.. 1M 322 delcgat("S J'f"'<"'t mdorvd the p. ', CMrtfr for 1'0'1.. for AU." Tl>l'

....sembly wa. ';gnificanl for the nontadal ..nk .nd li~ «><>per.lion It !,.OC:U<'I'd,

toTn!,",,,nd in& WI of the 1946 pa.siw ....i . ..n<e g,mpail"- Moreove-, the ~pula .

mobi li...,ion.nd participa tion in the d..wing up of ,'''' p.',C"" .Itt, and the pmwalion

of u!bon .nd tura l .... " the ...."""""y clnrly Ori , prtet<!..., w hich Wonned

Z.K."''''' thew. ' 1953 caU kI. a 'Congm.s of the People.... Tl>l' ....$CmbIy~ b: ' a iling

.. n o Guardian 28-S-1~7, p.5.

.. Tho Guardian s.c·1<u8, Peopl.., A~b1y. Manifnto.
.. Ibid .
.. See chop..... 3.
.. Tho Guardian 29·7·1'148, ".s.
" Th. Guardian 29-1·1'Ul1, 1'.5.
.. Kali" 1:!>!2!:: ..p.nt., pp.394-400.
.. See . ha p t<-t 8.



;><'livity. Pltlpog. nd.o i"u«I by the Numbly org. ,..;.......trnoed tl>o illtogi tifl\OC)' of \he 1~8

gt""',.1 el«tion and ""IJod fo' lhe ricct;on 01 d~I"8.tn •...ho ",,)1 ""P.......1 mo,r cillU:1 .

thon lho... YOting in the c",......1 El«lion..... Where Afrial"si CJ.aim$ hod trnt.> :in ly

pn;>po<o'd on . h"'"'"t~ Joogili.....bng id..' logy for tM .t.ote bow on fIOnud. 1 ci!u<.'nshjp, W­

A.K1I't>ly elWl""ged "the ~l""lion 01 11>0 ~... Porli.ment by • INnolily 01 tU p<'Op!~.­

n.e "'.......bly .....Tked . ""''''' fItIm deput.olion .o.... rd. to'\f""'t.olion wi th tt.. . t.ole . Tne

Pt<>p),', Chm-t.., anbcipoling tl>e r .tIIlf... a-lt!", eonclud ed ,

Where lhen: i . 00 ffC'<'dom the p',op1e periJh. !Qi. ing high lhe bonnn 01 h're:I orr..
the bo....". 0/ the libcT.tion 01 tN' peupIC'
WE PlEDGE tho. _ . h.l11 no' ...t until 011 .dull ........nd women "'. ve tho light
10 . t.on<! 101', vol<! fo, .nd be~ Io.n Ihe T~'.tive bedi... which ",,10 0.",
our people
WE CHALLENCE the ,l<i".nct of • P.,I~.....,t /rom whoot , Ioct;on thr fI\Ojori 'Y
of it. cihu-ns ......dudcd. in. country ...hich up!'lold. in WOT'd . lhe prindpl..., <1
pracb.... " f democr.cy,"

n.e Peopl,' . ....oembly has be<'n cnliciocd for not~ucing . progr. mn.. 01 oc:lion by

whieh It would .e~ the . im. i l oeI "",.• In view 01 the confbcto which ...""""dod t~.•

....oembly. il i. perNP' ""'''' u pl;"'b!r. M<>n'Ovt'T, the "'NC at Ihe Ii ".., w•• debating W~'"

' '''''''&<'<1 in 1949 • • Ihe he,..",,,,, of klioo, Iorgoly i",pi"'" by the ANCYL Thl'~"''''''<

endo","", tho 190 Bill 01 Right>. rope.ling d...,..,d. for ulli,,"",", .ulhV . nd l'lon".(i. 1

po>lihcol portidpotion. II w.' mo'" col'<l'fl'Oed wilh method. thon oi..,. c.!ling for effecti ,·.

pn;>pog.nd• • nd • fund-, aising commi 'tf<r. 'The ch.onging nolu", 01 :h, .lrUggl" "'U ..tO<1

by IN- PfOplt'. ~Iy, was modt elo• • in tho Prot'd"""....hie!> .......ved 10 W(IT~ I~ .

tho . boIition 01 .n diff.....b. l politic'" IN tilutlons tho boy«>lling 01 which _
accept and to undertake . compoign 10 ed uca te OW" people on thi> i........ ~. in
.ddlbon. to rrnplo, the follo...,"t; ..... po..: immedi. te.nd .ct:v,~ . • t:::ke.
civi l di",bed~, non< o-<>J'O"Otion . nd "lCh olhtr ......N .. "'" y bring .bou' the
. ccompli. hmont .,.;1 ",oIi..ho n of Gu, upi,.t>ons.-

.. Pro" le'. As..-mbly: :.tonil"to "".eft.

.. Ibid .
- K.orio: lim op.efl , PI'.399-400
.. ib id " p .1I7.
- ibid , p.338.
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Liber.t.ls an d liber.uism, 194&-1949.

[)uring IN "'Of, as Marlin Uga..i<;1, .... notcd . · l1I ib<-r. h.....cquir«l its ,"'01"" i,u,u<"T><'!.

both in dncribi ng and in w pi ng SoUl" Africa",'" Covetnml."nt <:o""";..k>no 1'<'pOI'l<'d IN

~.kdown of~abon und o< pm...... ""'" i!ldu. ....li..bon. and Smu," acknowlfdgod

''''' i ..........'bilily of block u,bani..1ion. lib<'rals in 1M $AIRR and • ....,ng ,1>0 N."~,,,

• pragmatic .to""" in ....ron'" I<> 'pp.of<'nl shift> in gov""""",,l thi nking.

In ch.ollenp ng IN «onomk and polilical slfanglehold 0/ agricultural . nd IN,,,ng

capital. indu.tri.1i...lion ",," ...... to bo an il'lNn'nlly prog......ve pro«"s. Naliv.

Ro>preosenlab~ Donald MoI~ argu«llNI IN >lrugg>o in Soo th Am.,. ~y belwoen V($lro

«onomk inl<'fnt> whid> _fitled from &he oUlld 4", and ind u.try. w"-'<:h cNl .....god !hi'

."'1uS 4"" and .'rrngthened libe..J. in 1"" polilic.l anma. For Molteno. indu .ny ';>e<'dcd

up both economic and p::>lili<.ol CNng. willi 1M ""ull thot ",he ob:ec:i"" falTt'S 1Il., mol«:

for J""'V<'" on lour! .ide:" As sue1\. tibeTal. felt ,,,",,,,,,,Iwo I" b<- on ' l'Il' .ide 01

'common """ the tit.. 01 0.... 0/ their jDumals!'

l<'o Marqun d . Ilod "'the Army Education~ during ,"" "'0: and \.ole" ..>ding

Liberal P'fIy . nd SAW """"bet, nolC!d ill IMJ tN.l

I"",, i, ample "";do:nc:~ lhll • IlInN boutg('Oioi~ hi, ""...... i,,10 bei"g ,,, 1M urbo"
a.... ,.. U>eir ,f<:OI\OI\'\l< poo i ~on. ..~ _ it, i$ . "'O<:iIted wi th lIoc Europ..."
ralher thlfl WIth tl'C dep.....,.;! II.onlU workft.~

Ma.quard ar;ued thai WN Ie libmll, and a-., nr'o01V"l bile" rniddk cia•• w~ rwtu,1I

. l1i£oo, p.orbci~~"g i" the )oinl Council, WI up by !he SAIRR to g<1lO1"au, con 0\1...

munidp.o l .(fai... . Such ",,"op~ra li()tl, MI"l"Ird arxu<d. togflM with the •..lat:vdy good

~ M,Log...ic'" "The ~ of Mod<m South, Artie." Liberali, m: II, A..umpd"'" and
iI' Social Root.' 1"'l ilUle 01 Comrnon-..lth SlII<!_ Socio'!itos 01 Southrrn AIric. '" the 19th
and 20th Untunes. ..,...;..... P"f""'. 1972, p.JO.

n Do1\lld Molteno r.per" lJniwmty of up' Town: 1lO19 D1.1: D.Molteno:
M~mor.ndum on lh~ Pos,lion of the N.li.., !!eprnrnll h ' T< i " t/>r XN!t . nd tJ>s: HoU'l£
of All"""'IY (nd.?1943), p.6.com"'.... S. " .. wa ' the joulNI of !he 'Society of Chri,li.", . nd J....., roundo><! by
R.F.A,Hoemle,

.. J,Burg<1" If'''Oud . Leo Ma.qUlnH Thr B1g k M. n", Burdrn (u,nd"" 1943), pp.95-%.



INn : l~. cNi ns"~

i...vitobly from ind uSlnali..hon, And would ""'lUi'" ...,......,.,..bv~ . In>C'NP-S wilh ?'W(TO

g_!f'1' lNn 1M NRC; in othe, W<>, d•• polilicol m onn was '"'" to he 1M inni tab'" ....ult

of «<:TlOl'li< de veloprrw:1'll_l it>;-,..lo op~ n lu_partiamrntary . "..Iogin wh;.a, imperi lJe<:

lhe gnd...1paTliamen..'Y evolu tion 01 I M n.O<;ialll'l<'rilocU<y. Nobve Repreoef'l..bve Edg..

Brook.. cllimed:

Tho l,t>;-ra l_mil'ld<!d South Atrican who v.1o:es 1M h.... 01 going oil ou l for a policy
whkh will conform imn-.,d ia",ly to , world libmr,1 opinion hI' vi~...111 morie hi.
d«,",on for rebellion a~d d'fttl a<llon.~

Libmr,ls supported i...",,,,,,,,tal c""nge, "'..sing tlI< noed for Nod oo.:i<>«onomiC

ad va,"""",""l, aT'd <n<o\lrog«J the UP in its rna..... IOward. Amore liberal policy. o.-m.T'd .

for signifiGanl political <clorm wt'n' p,em.llure, liberal, Irgu<>:l :

Ulb rna~ obr<:tiv... , uch, A' d~a<y o. socialiorn a... w;U 0' lhe wi' ?, until It••
ba.ic t<"<ial and ma' ......1 <"OI'ldlllOn. 10. an advan«' to ward, ~""'" ha '," t..'<1l
&<;h;o,..,d,"

With economic developments poin bng towln:b chong< in gnvCfNl\O'l'lI policy. l;t<:rot. ca llo.'d

101' ....trainl on the: port of the Cong......... Buoyed by lhe .......ing c<>ng:'Ui 1y~

all who supported a nonT;ocial lulu'" to be "10 a•• ist. al~poin~ 1M rmcn ......l:.ing for

lhe evolution of lhe Banlu P'Ople inlO a 1'I'lOd(otn communily.... A. leglssick I'w _ .

thei. ugumcnl thAI pl'OgTl'ts could only ........ by the evolu bonory K<'!!pII..... of
' ovilised' Atriu... into lhe co mm un ily. became lran;.formed into tJ... belid lh l!
bec.ouse~. hod como (• • "",asum! in ~nns of oconomil; ind~l, ~ta"""

0/ 'civilised' Africans wJ uld follow."

In 19043 the 1".'1' ...... 'upporlod by i""uSlrioi. mining and . gncuIN,.1 ...pi..i; by 1904';'

how......, Ufllly in . up port of the wa , had pvon way bela... rompeti lion b black labou• ."

"Ibid.. p.%.
" J.H.Hofmoyr r lpon,_ William Cull... library, lIniv=ily of lhe Witwal<'nrond :

AI /l.fr>6, E.H.8rookes: TI!LQ! lemm.o of ' h.. Sou lh African liWl (article nd.lilo461 p,• .
.. Moll.....: M........ nd um " p.• iL. p.6.
" ibid., p,7.
" legl"ic\<: l iNYli.", " p .<lL. p.30.
~ O' Me...a : Vol\<.l<ap,t-o li. mr ..p .<it : chapleT 15.
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Commi.5ion wo. inl~ndo'd 10 eo"" IIw: pawing legililJUbon ai, i, laced b)' tho Smuts

govern""'''l a. ~ohon beta"", i""""a. ingly undermined by indu'tri&Ii..tIOn.

u, boni..non ond the lil><',ol diocou"", they g.n~"'led.

'The Fagan Ro:port. ;'. ued in 1<;.18. w.. .., inl<'f1\Olly CM tudictory documenl w~ ic~

favoured both a po"""nont block urNn~ ond continued migrant labour.- n....
Fagon Rep>rt did 1'101 elobcrole • Iegin"",nng ideology; rat ller. il operoted wit~in •

I,. mework of emnomic nK<!'SSity ..,d ""P""!ierocy. N Adom NII/onh tw a't'J"d. tho ,,-:;$1

. ..u"'pOOns 01 the ,.,port W<'I'O in rommon with the 'grand trodilion' of South Atria n

·N.n.... commi..i.o...·; IIow....... tlw: Fagan Report wa. uniqu.:

the Fagon "'1"'" ... d""" nol p<cYido 0 sc""""" for the legitimate d iYioiQ" 01 ri~hl>

. nd oblig,ltions within IIw: ,tale on "";al.gn)U nd>. F. gan.....-copI. the TIcal divioio"
of the .toto .. it .tond, aroc! ... tiamb.... It in l' u,.,ly 'ncm' oer.ns _. F:>r Fo~on tho
di vided Stole Can be a""'PlOd • • legitimole .......-ly on the bui, 01 w,;n;n;'lnti""
expod~; lho, e I. "" nol!d fo' ony of the rlw:torical po,a phemoli.o of '''Yili"ng
mi. sion· 0' ·d~....lol'"",nl:

By l~ Iiberol. w""" f.<l.'d wilh 0 ....dicali, ing Cong..... mo.........,n~ ond. govomrnonl

which I'OSOn ed Inc:l'l'<>.ingly 10 ""P"C'.;on rollw:r lhon .".....,.>ien. leo Marquard ...0""""

Holmoyr thaI · lho United Party i. frightming off it> I'0..ible friend. by Yainly "Ying to

.ttract il> known oncmi.,; . nd .l.ime<! thaI liboral• ......., "profoundly di.lutl:o:d and

""wild""'" by wha t -: fccl to "" 0 drill o....y fmm liborali..... and an oppouing of

O'NCIion.- In ....I"'nse. lib.....l. firotly >If'O.... 10 brook .., .lecti"" boy.on pctIposcd by thco

ANCYL. so as 10 .....inl.in a 'mod........ ANC with ...hich di.ologuo ..... powible, Socondly,

liboorol. in po. liamenl, tho SA1AA .nd . 1"" .......... producod a '"'"'" of progr&"'"'"' d..ig"Od

to IIighligh\ Iho polincol n'tornu w~ich 1ho<Ild ""compon)" the I!mpiricol findinp of Iho

Fogon ii:oport.-

The lwe .....n-ol plan!<> of IiM.Ii. m in the 1~ ...01'e emnomic Integration . nd Alr..,.n

",bon i..,j,on. """" a. u... na tu, . 1 .....ull> of 0 mod....uJing emnomy. I.jb!nl. or;uod to.... l

9n I~ ·N.h.... Ouq !io"· in SouUl " .fnu (M.l't>tl. ......;6:dord. 19811. 1'1'.31-83.
Lto M.o''luar<l I'.p."., 1. Sl\'" L'brary. UniV<nOty of Cope To..", \lC587 cn.2:

L,Marqua,d to J.H.Hofmoyr, 2S-"'I~.

- See . N JOlM 6.



poliliCII monn had foilo..ed indu,tri.li ..bon ond urbani..bon in .....1..." Euro~, and

..ould do SO in Soulh Atrtca a, ..ell. &00\ ... noted: "Ou. C,U!le i.IogiCIlly SO ,""n~ lhool

_ .~ lempled 1<' pul ou r ..ho le I.ilh in Iopc.- Uber.l. ai rrw>d 10 ...tabhloll in Sou\!!

AtliCll ..h. llo'ading N.li'.., R.>pn:sentllive M.q:'n:I B.oIlinger 101<1" deocribc<l • • ". Weslem

."'Ie. .....in"'ining WOOl""" . tand..d, .nd booed on W",lO'm v.lu ..., ".., evoiubo""'Y

Utai"""",t of such . society .... f"""'i>ed on porli:am<1lIa'Y grad 1iom; this in tum

n:quired govemment.l conc.....io... ' o ·~."'...ble· block 6:m.ond•. The .ilmutive. Brool<os

,,·.med. was . narchy:

lB1.<k1 .....iSlance. ,,'helher by ormed rebellion 0. by g""...1 . trike (11" by • non·
~bon movemenl on • NllOI\&l scale ",",uld a,ouse fi,er"" P"'''''''' . l'>d
Frod""" ....."1" which """" rnuld fo~. no. whole .ltUCl".... of pa. li.o ......,."'')'
govern""""l Ihrough on:lend demOC"bC ch. """I, would be destroyed• • nd lh.ol
belore I"" non·Europ<'. n himself i. ",.dy 1O.oc<ept lhe ""po...ibiliti.. w~h would
be Ihnm upo n him,·

No hber.1 progr.mme of action w. ' devcloped; ralher. the Rep•....,.,"'Ii~ .!"d !eO<l ing

SAlRJt member"< a1' '''''J'l''d 10 innuen<o lhe pollci.. . nd Frog............ of lhe UP.n<! the

ANC . nd lh01'Cby ploy. rrw>di.oting ",Ie betw""" block d nd• • nd ' he whioe porli""",nl.

Facing lhe 1946 NRC . d jourrmenl . nd Fropow>d eleclo l boycott. t..,_ver. liber. l.

di~ lhei. iNbilily ' 0 influen"" oilher .ide.

".., NRC . djourn ........ hood. p"" k ulo. ul'g"ftl:y 10. lhe Nal i..., R<.'Pf"'C1'tatives becauoc,

.. Marpn;! &Iling<" nol<d. il ~unlecl 10 • "repudiation cl the ..hole "'I""""'"talion

embodi<d in lU 1936 Acl und.. which we hold ou r se. ...... This w. s compoun<!ec1 by the

You lh Le. gue cill 10' • bayron of .11 N'live R"P"""""'ta lioll election<. As . .....ul~ the

Rep~lati~ c.lled On Ccuncillon ttl resdl'>d their ad journ ment whiclt Ballillger . rgued,

hod """'" """,lie""l .nd .ponlan"",...nd "did not involve . ny planned . pproach 10 tho:

problems which . uch • &c.ion m>:" """",,..lily ..ise.... A••uclt Ba!1inger ..gued.

fund. ........"'1 principles Wen' nol al i...>e; "'lher. ·the .....imum i..ue IIwt i.la be d<:<:idtd

.. E.H.S roo1<es: 1M Man of lht CounlfV in The F<U\UI\ 3--1 2·1949, p_14.
• Ballinger r . P"": A410/ f3.5: M_1Io1hnger. ","",rnliiol Md'U' 1953 Ubenl r.rr/

Conference, p,4.
• Broom: DIlemma Dp.clL. FP_4·5.
• lIo11illgt'f P. pen: A410/B2.1U6: M,B.oI linger; l>fwm. ndum on lht Adjoum !!!$'!!l ~f

1m N.ti ......·ll:ep"¥"lOrivr Council, 22-3-1946, p.l .
wibid_. p.2.



... I. the condition or cond,lio... upon wtuch ~ Council will ~ .... It. fu"Cl>Cns.... In

~h!mb<-r 1946, Morg. "" . nd Will;am B.:Illin&"," . d";""" loadi ng NRC ''''ember

Z,K.Mallh .... tha t "!hl' Afnc .n po<>pl< an: not l"" n:ady IN a complel. n:pud;" licn of the!

Cou ncil- and

U..I probably tIw best .... x1 me.... would be for~ Cou nc:ilJon simply v.. . eoept the'
..... t . ummons to ".,.,...~ '" tum up all"n:toria •• if nolhin&!Iad ~"J'P""<'<I. •nd then
'" begin to argue . bout the f~lun: of W Council when you ru~I.··

In .....p?'AS<' to th-o "'"Poe adjoummen~ tho ANcYl prnpoood .n .loc1c..1 boycott. n..

ooymtt w • • OPI"' 5<.'d by ",me NRC membcTs lNt sUl':'O'led by A.,\:C/O'SA ....,.,..bon . ucll

as Moses Ko\.o"",• • nd by ' .""" 1.10"'''' .nd othe ' C""ncillon. Tho N.~.... Rcp""'""ta ~\'(••

•upported I~.o", Councillors cppoS<'d to the boycvll . wlho BalHn&..... and Hymi. Ba. ,.".

a"'ended .n ........"'SC't>CY CONen'nC<' of tho T•• nsvaol ANC ,n Jun. 1947, uUCC: to dio<:U"

impI ,...,t.rion 01 the boyCOl~.. Sup;>c.!<'d by NRC mcmbon. r.ul Mo..1<a and So,I0f'<'

n.e , Ih . !\ol l ;n~ a iled on lho conforen« Ie I"Oject lloc- boy<'ott, .nd to eoll a "" Do.....1

ANC confoo"""'" to do the ..me. The Jlci'roscnlOli"'" dncribed lhe bcy(cll as . "oilY ~ea

.nd w. rned lhe CON""" "'" thal "bcl• .., y"" "'ny il Out y"" wilt hove the figh, of )"Ilu'

tivt'S.....

Whil. ~~. banI. was bcin& a mod to tho A..'-;C. Edp. Bmokes 'n"",p~ 10 con";"".

Hofmoyr to g.anl """"",.ion' 10 the NRC. c\aiming tNt "tho ....,'" I lhink . t><>ut ii, \.'c

mo.. I am convinced thai lhe•• is a ",al coso 10 Jnl'OI from tho N.~...., poinl of >jew.... B:­

....king conces,ion.. Brook<-s argued . tN: &,>""",,,,",,1 would ...iot libftol. in ". trmgthenint

*. tho Ift>d....... SCdion in I"" Rep...,......ntalive Cou ncil thaI !hoy tright lind it p"" iblc

to corry ou t tho policy of ro-<>p""" ti<.on which in thoi rt of hea they would prd....-

Brock.. . rgued lhal "tho ...,., impo....nt th ing" w the d<: lopm<"'t of per",,,,,1

fri.nd>hips between Hofmoyr and •• halldful of kO)' "'"'" a""",& ''''' lIOn-European. "; \.~;•

.. Ib id.
.. Ballirw-" ro......, A41 0 /B2 .14.1~ M. •nd W,Ba\lin~ to Z.K.Mauhew. , :1--9-1'>46.
.. Th~ Cuardlan 12-6-1947, p.l.
.. Ihld•
.. Hclmcyr r .pen: ~1822 , E.H.B""'.... to J.HJ iofrnoyr, 9-8-19016.
.. Hof""'Y'" raP<"'"" Aa1838: E.H.Brool<ft: I4P.I T",'i<m in Sooth Afnea (ornc!el, :I-­

12-1946, p.2.



would .....ull in a <"""""!\alily of in •...,..ts;

if a ~ men ... could be """"....god In vi, i' YO" fmm ti ..... 10 li...... 10 ......... ' h.;i,
hN". 10 you. to '''''' you. tn""'mp, 10 kno w your d iIfi<ul lie<. poI,o,,' and
o lh"""";.c, 10 feel ~ ., _t.confid ....bally 10 you • •""'. inJIuenc., spt<'ad 1M oc.d
wide omonS th<".. people, would <ou n1<'fac' 111 1M n<'g.ti~ J'fOpo",,>do, and hel?
tho' people. tIllaug), """'''g confid«w In yoUT in'"""""". 10 wIll /or ,"" right
mom<'1'lt /0. dr.shC ""arms."

Ho fno.eyr In !\1m w.rnc<l Smu~, 'N' NRC mo.kn'.. , upporlO'd ,he adjournment.

NON'Ih:I.... he refuoed '0 Kcr,>I ""'p:>n>ibili,y for announcing <o~io.... to \ho NRC.

whioch adjourned ."

By Jan"".., 1948. ,ho .\cocl.".l l boy«>tt, n~cr I popula. strll<'g)' with t .... A.""C

I• • d ....hip. WI ' openly ... jKlod by Xu",," I nd 01 l><n." s...n l ining !he boycott become

imp""ible in tI>r «>nIu..-.:! situa,ion, and the m e and C'SA prop<»«l Ihe ,1"'Cben of

'~pll c.ondidl:.s' who would coli fo' Ihe 1936 kgi u.rion I., be ~led.'" In lu' nly;ng

,he . ","ngoo of IaCIK'o. the ANe ugued ' ''''1 i",,,ffi,cien, Orglni.._ had I.O.ken ph". 10

Clrry through I t»y;:Ol~ and that NRC clndido t<oo should ,,50' ll>eir posItion. 10 und......klo

. uch o rgl ni ..tion.'" By''''' Ii".., .he eh.onge ca"", abO<l~ libenl. ~ oeen to be Kti"cll

oppoood to the boycct, . A ~. , 1'1<:'_ lac<'d with a clI.1ice botw_ Ma"arct Ball,ng",.nd

a Nationah.t I'. rty (Ondida"'. the Ol'Cn'tary of the 1'0" Eliuboth African Orpn;"' tiDN

adYiood hi• ...,.."be,, : "00 NOT VOTE FOR EJTI-lER OF 'JlfEM~ By linki ng III<;,

acti"i~". with CQ"""".li~ANC /NRC membcn. tM R"l"""""'taliws . linYollod thcm>el~...

f<tlm . ad ic.>l "-"JC opi nion. ""'" notably \he ANCYl.

By the l.te 1940>.. the Cungr c... ""'''''''''''', mncO'd w>d<>s"",<Od hostil ity IOw.n:l. l:bo...alJ.

Significantly. hbcTah w Ole I'Ot m lidood on ide<>logical ground•• but 10' thei ' /ailu~ to

ouppo" lhe method' by wtli<II the ANC . nd SAIC pul'Oll<'d the; , ,,,,,Is.lA:oding TrallS"aal

Ind i. n Congres. """"her AIvnfd ·Kathy' Kath'ado defined libcTai. in lem'd '" their I'du;.II

'0. uppon the . trategies and e.mp.oig llS cl the Congrossn- Accu.ina "the,."." and w""",,,

.. Ibid.

.. Hof""')"" 1'.1"'": AlIDb~, J.H .Holmeyr to / .C.sm" ts. 16-9-19ol6.
.. The C uardl... 22_1 _1948. p.3.
... The Cuardbn 11-1·1948. p.l .
... Th. Cu.",ll... 1 S-1 -194~. 1',1.
... ANC 1'. 1"'": AD1189/6/h.,8: Appral lO An A!ric.n Vmm' BoWl! 1M Crming

EI~on'l; !Nollet. :0-11)-1 9<18 (emp N .i. ,n ong....n.



0... expori <'l'l«'S ha v" b<en tha t ,......, indi,;d~I• . who .~ ...""lIy vOCII."."". in
their "llims /or j".n~ and fl irp loy /or t~ bbck "wn. Iwve on e>ft)' ocasion wbo'n
Il>eir .... ,,"'nco: w.. ",,!,, "od. oad ly f. ,1ed u• .'"

At • """"ins in Dur... n, li"""'l• ...- dw"><;Iori~ by ,heir u... of "hun lbl. peti ' lOn>

Ind ",..pecuble d "Vutl IioN- ""hid> f.ik'<llo "d. l i" .. l~ good..•.. In 19049 }ordon Ngub.o.....

• found........mber (If , h(, ANCYl.rod I. ,... p",mint", in 1M Li""""l Party. . ....l<'d t!'.. ,

white libe",l. had rliled to con'tru<n""ly i,,'....JenO ill bUd; politiGallife.- A Y"'" IoICr II<>

the rolllF"<' of African Moderation hi. bom largely <X"",.;ont<! by 1M f<l i lu~ of
1M European LibMI I' . IS' lI' ou ;:> \0 Il k<' In unoquiVO<.ilI and ""ral""';ng .,.., d on
I"" "lal colou. qUl'Sb<m.'"

By 19'8. lil><rol . nomplO to m«I"'" betWl"l'l\ ,Iw: ur .r><! d... ANC had f. iled. n.. A.'oK

endnl'S<!d ex".• .pa rli. """,wy prole'Sl in p"n "it 0/ unqual ified equ.o.l' :Y. and Youth Lug......

1948 tJw Nlbonoh, ' Plrry WOn po""" . •"" k'Y"" """'tho II,'" Jon Hotmryr d>od. In

porlianwro•• the Rep"""nlabv,,", f.""", ootrKi. m from both tho UP and 'he NT'. &&"'

8<Ook.. nOl<.'d'

~ lot of tho European who ,,:'im. to to. ;n any _011' 01 that much abusod wo.d,
a "Ubcnl; il hoT<! . He tlandl , at It """~, on a Ihrinhng illhtnul , ..ill> lI'O: "" t...1
of EUf'Opea n polSicn .nd non.EufOJ'tl n polSion O'!\CfOKhing on il frotn ~y lo
day."

Conclusion.

Tho l<X'io-<'ronctnic cl>.>ngos btOughl aboul by lh~~ WOI"Id war led lo a .iVif""'nl

incn:a... in black• • rod pomcul.oTly AI......n, .... ibr;.l activity . Amean lr~ unions~

alonglld~ civic o~.ni ... lion ohown by the bu. boywtlS and "!"lIte< r.>o............ts. In

....pense. I"" ANC OOlh , ad iClIil<'d its progTlmmo and "'l<'tN I n I n i.an<1' with u.. SAIC.

Tho P<-:>pk>', """""'b1y 10. Vet.. fat All~Iled the ANC . nd SAlC sce!<lng idroloJl<al

unity . rod popular IUppa" by mobill. ing pt'Opk around the produo<tloll and ft\do~~1

'" Th~ f orum )0.7-\9(9 .
.. Th~ C uardl... \().11_1'H9, p.l .
.. ib id.
N /.NguI>lU ;1I Th~ Forum 1s-4·19S0. p.29.
.. Hof.....,... Papt'" A\ / Lj7: EH.BtOOktt !'rnid.nhll Mdreu. SAJRR, 1'H9. p.ll .



n

of ....,.......... , of principle.

Wkile Jibe..]., communi.'" .nd e ' ....rs op~ to >egrt'galion ",ugh, In . dcqu.~

""pon'" 10 It.. Ii'" of W: A.';c. n." CT'SA ft'affi.......s its "'fll:W'l lor I ' f'oo'o-". gc"

ft'VOlu.icn through w hich it wo u1<1 ro-<:>p"Ta' . w ilh ,.... ... rio....] mo"""""", ;n p ....,,;, <A

Nbc..., libeT;olion . TI>e ",diaoli..ri"" of lho: ANe, t.>w.,.,..".. WI ' iNliylt'd ill I.o~e PM'

by Ihe me You' ''- l.c;r,gue which "",,"g;y ....1.1<'<1 ' '''''''plS by the cPSA 10 CO"Opcn'"

with o r illfl ll<1>«' the me. White li!>Hal. m<1 wi'.h simila r men. lIo<~1i<y .. l hcy cllk;:!

on ,"" ANe to moder." · tIS demond , and method' 04 pro.....\; I t \ho ........ ti....... libe.al

I ttemp" 10 innue:ncc the UP l'0","rn"",nt CO""" to nothing _Ai,,,, the 1948 gc~l .'...,Iion

vkrory 0/ t:>e Nr , AlIi... ....,. ....d AI....... ""I ionali.",g~ to domiN ic tht polItical ,,,.,,,,i,,.
Ch.op~ two .""lyws organi""" ",hit. opposition to "p"nheid as it ....".gl.':l in it.., e.,~y

1950s.



Ou.ptler two.

The emergeoce of white opposition \ <:0 apartheid. 1950-1952.

In troduction.

In Novornber 195: It\C' ANC . nd SAlC . nem pte<l 10 coF'il.1i~ 011 .nti-N.tionali.t Potty

......h"""" and c. !\ood fOf tl'oo c",..ion of • "po,.ltd whi", o'g.niw hOll" 10 wol'!< with 1M

them' In ....pon"", lil;.,...l . nd ..diu l whiln dimed 0....... uni""", .u K.~~. re!.lo",," Wllh

~• .communi .[• . p....ti cipohon in . mu lti.acio lly . tn>ctu1'ed . IIi.n.......nd [he efficacy 01 ~. tr~.

porli~n taTY oppos ihon . [he i....... which~.. te<l ["'-"m th l'()ughout the \950<. Whi' e

...d ""'I•• includi ng . number 01 /o"""r "",",he... of tho Cl'SA, lonnod the COII~ of

Democr.t! . Lt><..I• ..,.,wrw:<! withi n tI>c Ll" fold unhl of' .... tb~ 1953 eleclion. when one

.tr~nd of liber.1opinion broke with tile UP .nd tol'TJ"<>d llle Libe...' r . rty. WIIi", op!X"'t>on

10 . ponhrid lOOk mpniw lio nal form during th. poll,k,ol urlleavoJ. of the e. r1y 19500; " ..,

OTg. ni.. tions, . nd tl'\e;r ,,,"os;,, .nd Id<ologi.col d iffc rcncco. were rrwkN by the twin

eq>erienceo 01 [he Tcm:" Commondo .nd ,lie Defi. ........ C1mpaign.

The Wid er Conle:tL

Politicol ro ndi hons in the 19!Os were d\>mi naled by [be NP govcm.....nt ~nd the on.lughl

on civU li!>cTlI"" kog.l tighl' . ,... co•.·".;,n!ional p'acti, eo In South Afric• . For the- black

popul.tion, the p:riod was """ 0/ un..,..,; ning ....,...... ion. f. Uing Tell w.geo.•NI pc"" 1

' M employment in«<urity. The \<)01,8 election was followed by • • Iowing: 0/ capital InII.>...

• nd . baI......... of POY""'""~si. wltich peaked in 1~\l; by 1950 the II<:OnOmy nhibi[ed 1

growlh. which \he opening of ....w gold . nd u•• nium mi..... promi.ed to . u.tain.'

TM 1950s ,",."",", marked by • ll=g!hcning economy and • '.tmng· &""""""""[

pmmi. ing . n end 10 bIacI< pm""t. The Iegi. lahe bedrock of .ponhdd was laid in lIIe

1949·1953 pc1iod. willi the Grou p A..... Act enforcing r..idenlial . nd 1m,;...... segreg.tion;

, Du.... Nokwe, Inte",icwed by Jan", Robc11",n: Llber.li.m In Sou'" Afriq (Ox/ord
19m , p.as.

, M on. T_' w'" Wi["o~ t v """"I' ", utll AI .n
P.",.,. p,osen'ed Sou th A1riu in lIIe 19SOs onfen-nce. .... Elizabeth
\9ll? 1'6_



"
the PopuLolion Rog;.tration Act ...!tic" nnb<.<Id<'d , aa. , d.,;ifiubon: the Scp.>.a'"

R..-prnenlOt>On of VOl<'fO Aet whieh ullimo,cly discnl•• lIChiSO'd Colout<!d VOl....; the: s..''P''' '''
Amonitioos Act "'hich en,,,,,,,,tIe<l the prin<ipko 01 unequal~o.. I" , d,//.....,u '"""; and

the Sup pr<'SSion of Comrnuni.m Act wh ich I.>d to 1M d i...,lu';on o f the Cl";A and SO" .

the gov",",,,,,,nt an armoury of~..... iv<' powen, n.e ri", of the NP ..... pu.ll~lIed by

,"" deny of the UP. and it> con tinuo<! ''''''''lily to 0/1.,. • po l..)' differen' in onyltll"ll

otMt than "."hod from ap.1nhc'id . Whc<> NP bock"""'"",,, I'"'f"'S<"'I~lulion <.Imp'

f". pa rtid~t> in the 1~52 o.,fi &l\C'e u.mpoign. Juliu, t..-win.. organi..". of the liberal

'Hofmo:,yr Soci<'!i ";,hin tt.> UP. ",ported:

It is already possIble to \'i, ,,oli............ in Unite<! raTly .........bon ol r ath..""," ,
~""",ly declaring INt 1M pn nc:r k- 01 con",n'",'ion camp> for No ~ur"""" n
rni. ..n~ I.ad.... IS, sound, bu' th.ot \lie diet proposed is IN d"'!" and ,""'"
should be more I.ol n..,..'

lnt.....boNlly. the Cold War saw anti.mmrnun i" ~.I.olion IObled j " CaN do,

"'owal" and el_hct'e. D:>"""li<ally, lhe !'.1' brough! out Sir Percy SillilM. head of MIS,

to .dvi... them on lho best "",ans of <On\botling conununi.m. Thn:>ugh ""hal litetll

oudemk ~ KuP"'" described a. "th.. prog"""ve redefinition 01 com,"uni.m a.

'yno")""Ou. ,,;th IIOIKliocrimin,Ilior. On the boo';, of . :o« o. colou..... growing ,uspitio<.

of any """'..ge of racial equ.olity ....,.,.god. As Gl'otge HNton Nkholls, Io'er \elIder 01 tho

lInion·Foderol [''''y. put il:

If Lber.l ism "",nife<!' 1~1f in a hu..... ni~ri.... Impoul!(' to a..i.t ,Iho do ...ntrndclen.
U il " a .....1l<1' 01 the "'""". then I . m a Lbcral: bul If ,t I. a 'Y'ttm of
go""",,,,",,1. 0' . im. at a ' Y'",m 01"'...m.......t ...hich co...;.:1.... Holtentot equal
,n pollte.l ,~ tu ... to lho A,IrO""""'" Royal, then I am nol a U.,...1.'

Following N.Ii Reprt-oentalive Hymio Ba, ner's action in ~king "'8regation to the lJX

in 19406. tho Rq> ~ti.... wen: aU a..~ by tho N[' a' tho destroyen of whit\" rad al

purity. This ",aco1bolod by the el""bon '" port""""'t of Cl'SA Contral Commi~

.........be1 Sam kahn .. Cap<' Western Nali... ~p"....n~li.... kahn , .......,«1 a singula,

degl'ft of NationalIst anlipolhy. as the~ Dllify M4l1..perled:

' A,.rlda N ·1953; the Ho/meyr Society is diocu,sN in chapl'" 6.
• Loo Kuper'. The IlKkgmur.d to 1'."1.... Resi. .. rq (Soul"- Afric. 1981. R:o« Rolalion,

J""mal XX I3 1953, p, IS.
'Quol<.'<l in Tho f "",m 11-12·1950. p.6.



With hi, ~Y"" glyl'd on M, $om K.hn. Ih~ N. lior..h'l """"'.bN /or Swellomd.", ._
SolId tNt " l>e hod h" ""'y, .11 _s,toto" would be put ag. ,n., • wall aM . hot,'

Tho:' tonstitu lio n..l tri.i~ and while opposil ion.

~ .. ,ly 19500~ dOmiNK>d by :l>o gOwmml'nn bo,Ue to di...mronchi.. Colo" ,,:'<1

(a"': A....n) _ "..... who _m,' • ,ignif;e.,nl elect""" f.",,,, in some ......... C.p"

conshlu""""'! T1>e bonle beg.n with. wl ming flOm tho govern".,." '" Impending

!togi. Lohon in 19048 .nd las,"" Ih"",gh 10 lhe J>K~jng of the SeN'. in 1956.' n.e "",ended
con'lIru!ionol <'rio;s "w II... AF'P'lI.", Divi:>ion set ..Hie boll> W s.p.... '"~n.._

of Vo",.. Act po.oed w ith only • • implo .....jorily in 1951.•nd In 'lIempt by the

gov""""",,l to <on Ol' Iu te the logi, l<otu... I S w High (oun of r . rh ........ t. nu, <ti.i, ~.~.

ri'" I<> tM most wid"'ptta<l . nll·Nr d""",...tr.a"", of ,"" 195D1 ""d 1~ On tho ~".

hond. 1M WIT Vel....n·. T"'dl Cc"v""ndo INlbih>ed had • p>;.d·up membo:nNp of <ow,

250 COO (OV"rwholmingly while) ." "'rvi«'f'OOl'\o> In 1952; on Iho o ther, the ANC .nd SAle

emboiked on I puoi~ rni".rw;e (. mfol ign which ;.;ow OVcr IlOOO ""Ion'...... . neoO'<! ac4

poold ·up m<-mbl'l"slIlp 0/ ' M .-.NC Ii", I<> ,,~ ... 100 I))) in 1~52"

TM p"liod 1950-195) w ,u ......rkl'd by wid<'<!"",d mobili.s.>'ion. TM A....C aM SA;C A/'Id

,upp»ling ",&ani..'i<>n' ,uch _, ,hi' ' ra llCb... Actie n C"",I'ni,lO:<: lFil,,\ CI ",,!an.io«:l p"""'-s,
meeting' and ,I rik... In t>pP"'ition 10a~; ,h;, CUll'niNlN In .he 1'152 I!.,li.ollCc

Cam....ign. TM T"n:h COm......nde••uppon ro by "'l;"niwli:;lfl' ""h AS tt.e Civil RIghI>

League ICRl I. mobih....c /ormtT ...."""bHs of the YOIuntary wartime dcl''''''' kmeo who

"PF"""'d the unC'ON!i'u'ioNl acbc>"s of :he NT' g,,~ommo>nt Ind ".g~ mnsi"c tor.tl:n

demonstrations, ll>e early mili'.ncy 0/ the Torct> Comm.ondo w., provid<d by Sprin,,!lok

• R..,d Daily M.:1 21+1950. p.7.
, l .Thomps<>n: The CoP" FrallChiu <SAJRR 1951l.
• See T.Karis. and G.ee".N ,t:C h.>lIenge and Vio1rnq (c.llfomia 1977) pp.l1).11, or.d

Rob<'ttson: U l;Icr;I li' n:! or ci~ pp.4S-SI .
• M.Fnd jhnn: "1'1w Torch Cornm.u>do al'ol the l'oIitics d While Ot>oosirion. So~lh

Africa 195H9~)';~. Afncon Stud.,. l"'ritu'e. lJn:~.,.,. 1 1y of ' hO Witwal....r. nd .
1977; and T.U>dge; 81. k '!!C' In Soulh " lrjcl ""q 19o1S (Lolldoll 1~83). p,n

.. See below .n<! d\aptn" S.



rs
"",.ked by I"" conlrolled milo.."")' 01 il:5 . olunt.,..,n. gr<"W Ihrtlugl>out 1952 u n ';' ~....."""

by dra«ln~n logi.Lotion _ ~"Pf""ned by tho UP and 1M Torch Commondo.

l l\ili.ol oppooition It> Coloured dis<mlra"'Iti"""""" ... ...ndo!rt.o. ... by lIW' Ci"il Rig"t>

~.gue a nd the Franctu"" A<tion Co"""i'"",,; the two O1'g;an i..lio.... hi&hhghted lhe

~en<'e 0/ hro dill""'''' fo",," 01 ,....;'..n~ in tho ..rly 1950>...oinS diff~1 """ hod•

• nd pun ..ing difk'r'<onl "",I•. n... CRt wu o""""helminglr whi~ and .... ~~c

f"'r1i 'Y".."... and ' tn!ngthcning tho UP •• il:5 rN.in . re. 0/ actiYlry. Accordingly. l'k"

' M \,0, To rch ComrT\olndo. \he CRt.1I'nSC>d ,"" """" 10' """.btubOn.ol lie. ... . ,.."....,.Ury l

action . nd ..W ilS role as "'building up • • troI>g body 01 ...1ighte1'oe<1 opinion lhroIlShou'

FRAC o n 'M 0'""," hond w", ' ""","no! • .....:Jg.m of~k and ..hi~ ....-COnvnuni....

con""""b~mcmben of tl>e Coloured "<"'pies N.tio....l Union and olh<ft. wtuch or,;.ni>e<!

"DIm \hJe;oleno'd with Ji.....u... ""hi..-mcnl.nd Coloured we"""" Ilue.otened by ,he ",hlte

prol«tioni.m 0/ " p&rtJ><>id lcgi.I.>,ion-" Where the CRL o<gl nisoed peti tio.... and ~ng...

Fll.AC COn<;('n'nted o n organi.tng ,,·orkcr. and ....god I . w.ceuIul Ono-d;lO) omk" in 1M

Cop' in Moy 1951. and wo. "'P'""'"'nted On Iht pI.onni~, ""unoi! of the~....", Compo',,,

I lonS';Qe Ihc' ANC I nd SAle FRAC 11><:> ,1m"'" the ''''''''titu lionlhty' of i .. .mons. by

whie" wi' .......nt !he \cgIlity of ..,.:'"·porl.........l.lry IClivil)' fo' In un~u.'<l

popuLation. A, ANC P=idc!ll~""'"l ..""" Morol<.o lrpu:d:

I ' .........1 Uflke in Iny civilised an>ntry It III is «>nstiNticN I. Tod.Iy in South
"-'rial. A~, ev<ryW"""" tJw white p""plt ""'It issues by , tIi1<es. It is only
when I min i, opp.........:! tlw t lie IS not 1I10W<'d 10 strik.. when the oo:..ion
wlnan" It.u

Both fanN of .truggle contribu' <'d tOwll'<l, I nd <:.ipililised on lh<' polibcll I<'nnent

whieh , n<'nd<'d thl' ll"""rnmcn~. botU.. to Ion:e disenr..ncJ>j.........,t Iepslltion ""10 the

" IlC587 ElI.l.l: LThornpoon: Tht Fit,! Wttl9 . A Survoy of thr Work pI.!>c <:i"';l
Rig"" l.eogue (OU•• nd.l9ol8), p.2.

" T-XI""" '\fryheid n;e op ' 1' ", kink'ooord" ni..·: no. Coloo",,", Pwplot' COnV.... I nd
1hf Nltior.al Dt-rnr>crltie Strugglf ,I' 1"" Wn!1:m C.Pt. 19SJ-I%2 ll;,,;~ty of CO.,..
Town. Honour> the< 1983).

u Th.. C~lJd l 15-2.1951. poll .



slO Me book. 1M p<>Ii bul mobili~bon of tl>e 1951-1 953 p"nod. and in ....rxul.>r the

orga";.." on 0/~iou.ly p:>1,"colly 'lui"""", ,.,.:to" of ,he populalion su<h .. Colou ...'"

vOlCTS and antH',1' ",hi..... boosted hopes for Il>e ..........g.""" 0/ 1.:Irg. ",hi!t' and Colo<lft'Cl

o rga";",,hons to """,k alongside tl>e Afrie;on and Indian Congrn.... When tho,- .v.;c and

SAIC <aIled 10< l/'le f""".alion of a ",hil. COng..... In NovembeT 1 ~52.. an ini hal

member>hip of 5 roo ...ne-l ilbe!h of Toreh COlNNndo rnrmber>lUp . ",as • •~.~ In il'

pIa«. howe_, \here """" ged a sen.. of eom j>"ting ?,lilnl org.";..""n, . """ uing

diff.....' g""l. ..,d " "'''ti............ ma rked by anbpath), to",or,b the C"ngross<'S.

1M cn ~'" out of the Cape SAIRR and aime<! 10 rol!). while <>pi";eo apins: ti1.

un«>nUitut ional "'""""'''"'" "I ,he gov('rnJn<"n"~N ,t.. Ii", " 'p<lNe l<> the rollSlituti""",l

en. i•• the CRL SOOn goJ"'" 0 pol"'la, Ioll,,"';ng 0J\d anrK1<O :a'tO audionc.. 10 il<

t!>e wo< but wi:h ht~. previous po litic.1 involv......",t. ~ In eontr..~ FRAC Included

NatioNhst at te<'.bon on the bla<k fra""hi... TIle .par1heid onslaught on tolad rgh i'

similarly obli~ liben l, l<> ronlro',t ""':bcall..u.. they NJ previo~.ly . V'>ided . Tt..:, w~.

moot d early lTUe of the bl..,k f,. nelIi.., IgMl'ftl by lil>enb in "'" 19040. and thn:.al\"l':«1 1>"1

lhe Separ.te Repre>entlbon 01 Vo' ''' 8il1, For some liberol•• , uch •• 1= M0"1Jord ",ho

hod long coIled lor a 'luahficd M","&cial I, onchi... lllis ",os a ' reli<'r,

11 i, 0 goM thing lhoot "'0 ,,"ve a! w' bem form:! by ","",I~.. 10 faee this
i....., <quare/y. For la, to<> long ..... ,,"W .v~ 1~ gone around i t. bchi~ I!. ' rod
0_ it. We ha ve pushed 11 in'" lhe bM:kground, ...n uncomfon.able~ 'n
W>!>olT. ..ing th ing" with w'Uch ..... h>p«l ..... ",ould not haw l<> deal. Ou. chiidttn
and gnndchild...... pethapo, bu . not ..... ...~

TIle CRL marked . d>ongo of ' lfaleg)' by libenlo. .. tl'>ey moved fro", a' ''''''''p''ng to

ploy . medilbng ",I. 10 dir<":tly oppe.1 fur !'Ublic ,uP;>or!. TIle CRl w• • Iaunchd at a

~ r.trick Duncan ropen. Univenily of Yo<k: DUM.S: NOleS of Inl...,,"'" wilh J..,k
Hod~"'" (S" COO lounder), Oclobcr 195.1.

Thompson: !J!..l... op el l, ".2.
K Ma"luotd rapen. Univ=>1y of Cope Town: 8C587 ElM: L.Mo,quard to P.!r~wn,

27·1H964.
~ Ma"luord r a...'."~7 Hl .2: L.Mo, qua,d: OliU1l' , IWly .p••dt. 14-9-1948.



l<> . ally while support. $labng: "Now. ,..iSlal'l«' to thc>o: "lacks i< laking 'NJ"""~ The

lead....hip of the CRL rompri...-d ..,niot $AIRR ....m""~. and its ' pp". 1 w.. to Engli,h

mlddle-cl... vol.....lietlllcd by'~ NP. The CRL wl< . n int.cftn~ y Clubou,.:>d dcl......i""

org.niSllion, cummitlod 10d~ 01 the .:0,,,, ,... and the nlablis!>ed rishts 01 III non.

Ind ClUing for ""iSlal'lCe l<> "the inor<!itll'" cortlilmenl Of the l i~n 01 t~ individu.l" ·

Thc CRL organised public ....,.,,;1''''. ..ld its "",in acti,,;ly wa, • potilion 01 100 001

.ignaturn OJ'P>5ing the Sep.ral<'~l.ition Of Vote~ Bill. N leo M. rqua. d pul it:

lhat was .n in publ ic. Behind the""""", we conlinued 10 work on t~ ur._"

CRL ",. ders . nd ..... 10. ur """"ben ,,'onod do<o.-ly togt"\het'• •nd I..... CRL mobilised

;mblic opinion "";t""", . " i....labng a pt<>gn......... of .... i.~ '" Coloured

dixnt'.a:>chi""""nt 01....... 'han '<Obng for the ur. It wa. _I' o"""'"~ by tl><' Tcm:h

Commando, and both were affeeled by similar l<1ISions. moo, notably the do>e bnl<.o with

the ur which redcC<'d both l<> lillie I'\C"'" than . mouthpi«<' for tho !.user body. Eq·Jllly

significl nl~ the diffe",nt l<,""'enci<'s ,,;sible within the CRL ill.elf. Th. CRL ._lI!<I
a young.... g.......... tion politic'->ed by the second wo,ld WI], who weIcorror<i In. "l'f'O'hlnily

to cle. rly articuLate a 1i""",I' radiI polic) .~ The CP.L leadenhip how"",,,,, IN;nllint <l I

SlioUnthly " poliDc. I· stand. claiming -[olur Consbtulictl is In oang<" ... Thi. th...,a, ""~'l

"" ....i. tO<! on the ground. that il ;,. i""""".1." In p:.ee of • political plalf01'ft', I."" OL

",lied on the ·practic.1' IpptOMh of the SAJRR . nd othnI, Ilion,,-&,

With the <'CCInomic in lt.-gnlion 01 t~ Non·European. and thc Eu",pe.ns proceeding
' 1"""' • and thi. fT'X""'S cannot "" stopped " the lnttnul pelCe of South AI",:.
depends up>n .micable relarions bo:tw..... the dlffc!mt groupo."

• The Guardian 9·!J.1948, p.l .
• Marq.....rd r.per" BCSl'7 Elll: C1l.L: rrog"'!!\I!\f (nd.!I948I.
• Marquard r.p""" flC';87 E2.88 LM. rquard II> P.Sta ...... z;' ·12·1%l .
.. See lor eu mple Oscar Wo1l~m r .pers, tlni venity 01 Cape Town: BC6l7 MI.:!::

Osc.r Wollheim'. ' P""'Ch l.unelling tl\e E••t London CRL hunch (ncl. 19481.
.. CRL !'mgr.rome op d~

.. ibid .



•
I..,wi> IN. the CRt provided · imp........... . uppon" for . OI"k<, o l'g""i><d by FRAC in C. pr

Town~, P"""""" from you~ger CRt "",n.be .. for outh w pport and '<0"" ~";c;p.1tion wI,

q~.ht<I by the CRt I...d<nltip.· When 11'J"W<h<d by the W,wehoek~ Fund for

• do""o"n to rhr CO'IS 01 def01'>ding thooo: on Iriol ler ...i.ta""e to atU~l1i"g, tho CRt

... fused••taling: "No qU""'tion of civillibc1'tics ~ ;Mol~:'

Many of lhe ~...ion. betw<'en libon.l. Ind radical. _ INgnified by tht Torch

COllUNnclQ.~ b..."..-i<o/ organiw1i"". t>cvn 10000ng p«><nt commin..,. /olk\";ng the ,..rly

",l",~ fmm prilCn o f Robey Uibt>nnd~. Nui trlil'><'d ..botou. impri50r>e<I fOl' w.rti.....

aetivib.., .r>d the pr=>otll .... l't'l\'l(lvol 01 ..".;or Engti"'-spr.l<ing~ Fort" "Iii=>­

I'ro ,"'ts o tg .nioed by lhe Combi".;d E.·So:fvic......... ·• A>so..i.otiom d....w crewd' or 10 COl

in )ohm.....t>urs Ind C.~ Town.- CNfaClO1i,lng the 1\1' u 'NuU: ..~ org.ni.. ti<'....

soon gai""" 1.0"11" following. around \!'II' muntty. In 1952. the Torch eornrn...ndo mobiliW'<!

wNl"" by "mpha. i'ing the ccm,wcshil' '" the wu,.nd through I 5lUdit'd "'&""""" ~

on CoJou~ di<mfr.""hiscmen~ • opoi<esf""'On b the 'E.·s.m."",,,,,,,, ', I'n>lf>l

Orpni.. tion' ""......,,,led:
Tho men who fought did so lor Frincipks 'bey can only nguely " 1'",", &.1 we
lr.no... U""I logi.l.lIOn Hk~ Ihi, i•• d'rKI fIl'SI""" of ......11 "'e foughl /0'."

n... Springbok legion ...u . pri"'" moWl" in I"" dntloprnenl of t>:.-""""" oppo. ilion

.nd ' '''' '""",,lion of !he To. ch CO........ndo; the l.q;I<>n" fLoi. lor d"'....toc OIrt'<1 pro'"'"
invigo",lod I"" rnov..........l.nd g. "" it III .pput boyond ,.,;ot;ng pany-poIibc.l .ffilillioN,

On<' <om:n....'.lor noted lluI, 1M Commar>c!o'. "g"'.1 .lVl<I.ion .. the ordinary ""'" .... .

1M ""'Y 11<1 lhal il .... . not . polili<.ll party, lor It th'" became . haven fo: poople of .U

politicol f.i l....: · Tho Command<> .... . ilormed follol'l'inf; • Lcy;ion d<mon.trali<m . 1 ttoe

• G,Lewi$; Betw""" th~ Wi", .nd u... W.ll: • Mlory pf South Afre. n 'Colou!'l'd'
rolt\? (Cope To..... 1987), p .267.

The Guardi an 27-5-1951, p.).
"TIle Guard ian ~1_1 95 1. p.l.
.. s..e M.Fnd ll"": 1M Tpn;h COINNIId", A ' hJdv In oPWlihon ool lin In Srulh

Alfie., 19~ H'l5l- Honou" lhesi. , Uni.......ty of tho W'Iw.le"",nd_1975,
• The GuMdlan 24+ 1948, 1',1.
• Tile Ewninl ' '''1 14+ 1951 .
"Joel Morvis: !h£ To"'h Commondo. Th. forv. ... May 1952. p.7 (.mphui. in ongiNlI.



Joh"..,,,,,.b"<g cen<>uph in Mn ch 1951. w""~ • •ymbolic con . lit" tion wn laid 10 Tnt_~ The

Legion inje<lod • dcg"", cf militan<y to IN: Commando ""b rcly 1acl<ing f. om tM CRI..

calling lor tile irnrroedi.te resignabon Of tho~t .nd tll.n:-.t<1'Iing 10 "bnng IN:

The To"'h Co.........ndo , unlike t!'le CRI.. ... . laUl'IChed .Iocr tl>e con.bIUCO".1 en.is

bog.n, in 1951, . ,'" soon g.ined • 'ign;f;cant foI!owing, Legion""i"" in tl>e Commando

O'1l.rn"-"d tho 5t",,1 Comman.:lo • a convoy 01 joepo ..hich con~gt'd on Cape T~wro from

.= " the cou ntry. " In Cape Town. 1>o",.,..Of. t!'le ma,si~ JWO'''''t "'C'eting • with an

"" timated attC'nda~ of ",me 75 OOY" - dcg<'n<ntod into violen<e, with pol"" Nt"".

charging crowd. 01 Coloured .Y"'pathi ...... 'Tho lIP "sed this •• an occa.ion to P"'1le t.~.e

Comma.o<!o of ,to legion """"t>ct'S," Th..", f"" ,he Commando. witlt a quar 01 a million

paid ·up """",t>ct'S, ded i<.a'ed itself to lIou~ng. and reg;stortng t.n' vot prior to li>oo

1953 elC!'ction.

and tM Commando. On the ' pe<:if;c i,," e of tho f. ...d,;o<,. the Commar.do blu!7ed ito

.........ge arod conccn".,od on defence ol\he . 1oIlt" '"'' The !W<l i" uco wlUch me.t d ir~~J'

con/ronl<'d the Commando, ho"""VCf. W,,", 11>000 of nonra.ctal """",,,,,,,,hip, lJ'd the u,", of

exln..pa.liatnC1t llr/ me. ns 01 o;>pO.i' ion. 1llCCape Commando ..as non .acial wi tlt a \aile

Coloured membership"; el,",w",,~, \he Cornrn.\l\do Wa' a ..hito orsarn..t:on wl>ooc

""""bon . tatcd : -We .... Soul11 Al ri,",," arod a' ..,,10 the colour ba'''.n aCCTplcd ;V, of

0'" lives ..... AI", Hepple, lead .... of lhe Labour rat1y and a S<'I\io. fig"re in tl>C 1953

electo.al p.>ct t>c0W<!<m the ur. Torch Commando and Labour r any, Iat.... .u."",-:

the Govemrr"",t kept a" ...bon focused on tho race '''1M' and the Toreh Commando
e""ntullly. f. ltered at tlti. hurdle _. it fought on one n...k. • ga;ns t It.. curt.ailr'l'l<'nl
of tlte pollrical rights 01 1"" colou....:. and on 1"" other l""'d up wi tlt the !ore,,"

~ noe G"ud i... 23-4-1951, p .l .
.. Quoted in EWalker : A HiOiorv of Soutl!frn Alric. (London 1957). p.&3ll.
.. The Rand Doll; Mail 2/rol·1951. p.2.
.. The G" .... i... 1-5-1951, p.l .
" Interview with Springbok Legion membor!s&ioe HC1'Nnrt 0 9ll7). lran""';pI p.1:; and

Len 1..co-W.rd"" (Torch Commando Cape Secretary): Mm >oin (nd.?l980. unpu blisbedJ.
.. Interview wi th Len u-.-W.rd"" (1987), ,..anscnpl p,!.
" Th~ Guard;... 21).9-1951, p.? (South We-I African bnonch . tol<'l!'o>ntl.



of discnminat;"n.-

More ,;gnlfk~nlly. the i..u~ of e, tn-I"' rli.o"""'ta')' ",bon ~ed a. ~ cli~ing lin~

betw«n rad ical ~n<l liberal oPP<''''''''t, of tM g""""''''''''1. Followins Il>c Gop" Town

vi" l..."". ~=rding to Hepf'le, 'M UP nt'ftN "p<'hticill 11'\fl,",,,,,,, lZld in'l'igu~" to brinl; th<­

Commando within ii, amblt" Tho ",rnoval 01 UogIon """"bets frum die CO/T.r.I.I,"ldo wa,

a key elemt'1\1 in lhi:; prO<:t...., and following their dep>rlUTe die ComJN~" conlined il..lf

to pu",ly <'Iectoral work. In '" doint,. ""~""r, ,he e,,":nce of lhe Co""",,~.do', appeal w~.

de>lroyed ·i.. ""..sive ...t" ·p"rlia""",ta'Y demon' lfalion,. Th«."f"". tile uP ."""nsfully

" . ",formed tho Co"""",ndo ;n'o • junior electo..1 partner. By mid-19S2 . ad>(d w~j",

decl..ed tho.- Torch Conunando dead,-

n.. dedln. of tho Torch Com.-nando wa, matd.ed by the ri ... 01 tho Defi.""" Dml"'i~",

and .hc dired Inln"l"" of the Cong~' ""'"""",,",' into 'ho polibc.1 cak<Jlat io,,, O[ " hill:

hbor~I,.nd nod ic.ol,. 'The Dmp"ign generated . nurry or icieo1ogic&l and , "'a'o;i< cld,,,,'<";

. rnong. t rad ;,.-. 1 and lib<-nl whi.... and divi<ior.s bo1"""", the two ....... r~ 1":""'. c1ut.)'

as lhe Dml"'ign developed inlO . ""'.~ pa••;...., ""i.t.""" rnovt'ftlCnt, .r.~ Cor.""".

I• •den (.l!lIed for lull whi", Identiflcalion wllh ,hei r .1"" and l~" F",m thc.ot ~ol>a'",

lhoro ,.,&l ly~ tl>. South African ConI;..... of Democnl>, ,'''' whi~ wi ng 01 I......

Con g Alhance• • nd the noN.cial Uber. l P.rty.-

'The Oefi.o,nao D mpaign wa. launched on 6 April 1952. dI. 1m:en~1\at)' 01 Va.,

R;.,bHock'. landing ~t the Dpe, and ",ark<! OI>t for prott->t It\<, Group Areas Act. tho~",.,

law. and t"" Sc-pa..", RL-p,....,nla liorl 01 VOl"'" J.ct. The $Alr.R n:sp<'llded by "~IOIi ng"

,lie ";lUHI>ibvity" of ,he date cho><-:l by Campaign otpni-.. and cribci>ed the A.~ fo,

• AH.-pple: South Alnca (London. 196M 1'-1 28.
- ibid .; in!<:rview with Len Loo-Ward..., p.8: and n e C~~llZl 9--3-19$1.
- The Clarion 21-8-1952. p .4.
" Soo ch.ap"''' J 10 6



"
· unn'alishcally """"'nd lingl 1M imnw:di.ol~ .bolihon" 0/ the si, ttanitE'lo.a Tho S"' IRR

conduded ,...., i '

t ho,... wi th ,he Prime Mini.tel" hi. concern tNt I"'blic ordH mu.. be "",intai1'OC:'d
and I ppn><>atn the "",'0." tNt prompt him '" dedo~ tho. Iny ou l~.k 01
viol"""" mu,t be firmly mel."

The Deli.""" Urnpoign rln 1"" 01101 110 ;"'ponant d<>wlopmo:nl> in while polilM.-s,

porncul..ly the Joogal loClback. 0/ lho llov..........t in ilS di-.enirand\i""""", Nn!e and .....w

optimi'm on tho: PO" 01 lhe UP h.ovinll l.argely .t>oorbo<l \he Torch Comma'ld" . M"re

impo""ntly. "'" Defiance Compo;gn Initia l«! highly ';gnifl( l nl p>lilial ~Iopmrn"

lmong radie.: and l iben l whit.... w"",," it! inn""""" ;""","sci in proportion to lh<

campoign i!>elf. The umpoign begin .Iowly. bu. grew in size .1Id populi' appell unol

by 1M end 0/ 1952 OvM 8 llXl volun'.,..,.., l>ad b<oon ;mp";so...,.j. TM govt'n'\ml"nt ""ponded

with i""",.S«l "'"...."ion. including ~ introduction of whipping for defi....

In ""pl"'''' to calls loT while suppon for 1M Compoign,. the whire ljbe<./J / Ief1 bozo..

to """cal ideologiul &,w.~on. in il' commitrnt'n' to lilt' Congre..·1cd struggle. On tho <>n"

hand. 1N<ling n.AC mornbo:'" I'artici""lclln ptlr'lfling th< 0<-1.."", u n' p" iKt\. SimilMly.

1M Spnngbok I.ep<>n ".,..jon«\llw Com?"i&" and coIled On~ Torch Comrnand<> 10 "i~

lhe m c and SAlC in org. nising a ""tiONI ,lrib.~ nu, rontr;>.l<'d wilh lhe an~?"lhy 01

1M SAIRR. The N.liv~ Ropreocn..li".,. publicly di.tonced lhemod_ from boL" Iht S.\ IRR

and 1M Legion; in a ,I>lomenl ...nil"" by M'rgutt &lIil\&'" .nd publ i'hod in 0<t0tX'r

1952, twenty·two I~.tding lib!:'ral' c.ollod for • posili .... whi~ _ponoe 10 lhe Cornpaign

which they dosaibed ' 0 "d "" ' ly no sudd lmpuloe, ._ I;edl by men who at<>

acknowledged lead.... among Afrk.... and Ind The ."lmIenl. around ...~.i<1I Ih(:

inilial organi..'ion of 1M Libo:t~1 P.rty took place~, (Ontinued:

We bel ieve tha l li i. imf'C'".ti"" tllll Soulh Africa should no.. adopt. "";;"y tNt

• m c P.p..-o. Uni",,"'ily of 1M WilWatennnd , AOna9/51 G~: SAJRll l1!!
Government and IN AN.C. <M_M. ",II 1952l.

it Ibid .
.. C".,;I Wil1i.mo tSprinlOOk Legion "lIIi~) ill The Clari"", 17·7-1S52. p_l.
.. n . fo",m 0<101>..- 1 52:~i RiChl1~Qviljg<;! ~pIr, sif""'dl;y: M.o>g'''''

and Will"rn s..11Lng~,. Edgar Btoo • Loo Marqua'd. T-.:>, HuddlnlOll. Anhur~.
Jo_ Juliu. Uwin. Donald M<>ho-no. Mabool P.lm..-. Alan P' IO... Saul Solomon. Rabbi
Rabinowitz. BIShop Jt.~. Ellen Heltmonn. Wini~ Hoo-ml~. George Go"'. Horold
Hanson. J_BWobb. HUSh Par k.... C.Cobl.ons. M_Mck_M. kolm. and J5 .M.III.'0.

~ See cha pt... 6.



will at"..", 'M ,urpon of <d""""'.politically «>".oou,_·~urop<"aN by of!"';ng.hem. ",..on.b l~ ' " '''' in ou r --'"'Y. nu. can be d.,..., by. """val of t~ hOc.iil
trl d,""" which prevailod for .., ....oy ~. .. wi th . uch ,,,,,,,,,.lut mult> ir. L~~

C Op<' Colony·'

n.. """...., ••Iled for t he "';nlTOducton of. policy of .""1.....1 " gh!> fo< III ";"';Ii.ro men.

and 1 OP!"' m.nily /or . 11 to t>oxome civllioed: At tho ..me Ii ....._il a iled on Co~.....

position," FiNlIy. w i,h In "Y. on the UP, IN tw<1l1y'1wO offen:od tJ>c;r pl'OJ'O"'l "in Ill .

hepe 'N' it wi ll r=k. negotiations pos,;~ or><! Ihcit . """"'. probol>k: ·

A."<C Sc<T. " ry.(;en"".1 W.lw. Sis..l....... I ppr<>a<hcd by l••ding UP and Torch

Co""","ndo membe..... d ir«lor> of .he ClppnIh<;...... Tru" and 0Ihers.- l-Illu....ct<l by

growing whi te C(llIttm 0 ....... the Ddio r>et Compoip and tho "= """"""'" 01 tho 1953

S.... ... I ele<:bon. """"nli"g to F"," ," edilQr and UP Mr John Co!"'_ the uP I ppr'OM'hc<l

Coogrt". ~>d"",

' 0 d i"",",, ..ho, th<;r term> ..""Id be for a iling off tho polS""" ""i,..~<o
campo;!>", on the ."" of tho: po,lIo""",.,'Y gt"N'f.1 .1«1>011. Such . 1nO >O, it '''"S
roRSid Oftd . _ uld hov• • ,.,.....NI& .-110<\ on the ..h,re ele<lon lC! ",1\ich .
b«:oming .ruci""o about the ddilnce eampo;gn. 11 would to: '0. lhe Id~ .~~ f
IhI> \,lniltd r ,,"y to den.......mto thol il rou.ld inllU':ftCe non-whil. opolUO~.·

o..>{"'~ Cm'opoign orr;u.i....., highlight<:<l " .. 10... in portieulu '" as 10 f.611\OI. I""i.

eooi"" rt'f"'a t TIther th an d"""'nding tho iJrunfd"'!e' 6e'<truetion 01 t/l~ .....hre al"nhl>id

.111., Fo. oomo lib<-n.I•• llUo was e<id..... 01 CtlINJ'<>n gr<>\lnd wilh 1M IINC. Le....ing

hboral thooretici&n Leo k up'''' argued:

No immediate claim i. ....de /or di=1 poIiticol ..pr.....,tanon and 10 ' full
democralio "gMo. which a", held 01>1 a. &0Il. for 1.... fulUre. The time elnn<:1>: i.
Ihu . «>_ Y<'d in the spiril of liberal,..,.. II io """lutioNry.-

" Ibid .; for the im poru""" of thi. Slat........t. ..... P.Brown: D>r UbP<al Pa""" A
Chronology With Commenl l R!>cd,," tl nivcmty. 19851; and~ k bl!. Ii' Tn 01' ci t.,,,

- itild .
~ j ,Cope: South " fri g llondon .1965). .pp54-55; and Cart..-r .ud Karl>: Sooth M"s. ~

!'<>I'ligl Malrnalo: Co-OpeTIti.... "mean M"""filrn l'l'ojoct [CAMPI Reel 12" 2XM6H7/ 6:
I.M.M. ttlw... to Z,K.Matthew•• 22-d-1952.

- Co pe: Sou 'h Africa op.cit.. p54 ,
n Ku per. !l/Ic. emu nd 01'.<iL,. p .29 ,



the ...." .c. I""de... did not a.~ '0< 110..., thi ngs ••• rond'botl for a iling 011 1M
p'''iv~ ,.,.i.~nc~ '"",poign All they d"",...,dcd w... ,INt \lie t:nil<'d I'.:ly. if it
arne ,to power, ,houkh,ndcn. k<o ""blicly to halt tho ~de '" 'p'ttl>eid .nd >CI It...·
IIow ,n tho cPP"''''' d....'.:ucn...

By the: end of NoV<'mbef. according lO Campoign organ'..... and ANCYL """..:"" , Joe

M. tthew<. Emn' (Jppcnh.,;........ . "II", lUghest otfici<ll in tho Million.oi <e o rg""i•• I;on til,,,

i. behind. grO. 1 d",1 of U.P. atlivit)" • ~ join<'<! ' \he wooing of Congn....- At lhe

....... limo. 110........,.. , .... UP .uK......-d • ""w;ng n g htwi ng 1'!'VOh. In order to p.><'Il) the

potty. UT' Ic.>d..,. Str.u.. ",.lfim"o<'d "is comm;''''''''l to 'wh ill' .... dol"Sh ip wi.ll. ju'lKe< and

• provo"""" "". "",1)' dill.","! from tNt of the " . tio""li" Party. b.rring ro....lituoonal

~nrnty_ The lcnl.Olive u r /ANC d iKll..ions end~ . lmo<l i~i....ly .

..... sed down to ,.,.i'let> be<."", "'",heT, MOlII",,,,s ...mod 0/ tho .un~... 01 b<.ocx "'<i.m,

noting in October 1952 thai "\he . niNdo of tho.. who ha"" been to jail is

uncompromisingly ol'J'O"f'd to any 10111, . with \he ... !tit.. coins . 11 our d""","d• • ."'t going

10 be "",(.- AI Itl~ '.11"" Ii~. ..hil<~ .uppo"iv~ oI lhe OoNnce Campaign b..,,&~n 'gi ~ng

fu' • role grt'a' ... thon Ih.ol of lund· ,.i.ing ot writing .uppotti~ 100 ten 10 \he p ..

Thi. prnourc i""",.""", mo,kodly when P. trick DullCa... son of • fonntr g""omor·

S".......I, oI ffl'Od hi...rvi= to the Campaign otg. ni,.;n." Du"""n', oil... prorni....:! .......i""

publicity fo. the Campaign. More imporun~y. il pr=UsN to coun.... u... ina'l:asinglJ t .ci.Jl

""'u,,, of the Campaign. A. P'.anning Council .........ber 'I'u.ul Cach.l~ pul 11, " .... olfer

1<1 de/y a _ •• a gift from Hea~"": il .toJ'P"d the .ampaign boo:oming ...0..1..... Dunc.....••

ofl w• • ",plicate<! by w hit... in Ca~ Town. L...... Phillip>. dt.1i'1""""" of \he A.-';'C in

tho> ,..... Ca~. . ...l.,.;/: -Ou, "'•.."., fot~ng EUlOl"'""n$ in to the .............,n' i> 10

a Cope: Sou,h Afri• • a p.clL. y"
a CAMP R...l 12A:2:XM6H7 l~: ].!d.Mant>tws to Z.K.Manhe",s. »'11_1 9$2
.. CAMP Reel 12A:2ox.."l1.5:4719: J. M .M~'thews 10 Z- K. M.>' IMws . 2-!().19S2.
.. See ch.>p",," 5.
~ C.].DriVtt r alrick Duncan: Soulh Afric"" aM Pa....Afrigon (london 19M). 1';,,91.94.
.. Quoted in A.Sampson: DnJm (london 1956) p_B7.



diSp"1 u... i&a amo~& ""'~y Africa~s ,hat all l'.'h, t<:s opp.....so...- I~ ~arll Dcttmbcr.

a l.rg~ "'owd Includi~& Duncan al\d sl. ",!>of whit<:s ,Oft'd Gemti.ton loca,;"n wilhoul

• po.-nnil. at>d . n.... sP"'C'"" .nd ~om songs. ......e duly .......tod,· A' tho ....... h......

Libu ills and R41d ic. 1s Dividle.

(.,.]ls for while sUpp"n fo< ,he libet.lio" s'JUggle had bem • strong theme of A.-';C at>d

SAIC propogot>d. in \he \.o'e 1940>, In 19~7 Mon ry Nokker nlled for the Cl'e.lion of . .......

pony '" any lhe s1r>Jggle 10 whl'" ...,..,... a' the ....... limo, he insi. ted INI "' pr<>grnsin

pony c.... only be forged l>y unil)' .mong all ptQg'"essive Eut<>po:an orxani... lio....- A, •

superficial level. wttite support for U... Dehol'oCl' umpoi,;n, . t>d L.... growiT\& diS\l.tI<.."

be1-..n liber.ls .nd ,he UP.•ugg",'ed ,...., such unity w. s posSIble.

W1U'e liberal. and ,adic.l. w<'re """""'Of d...-p1y divided, belong;ng '" .....11, sep.otlW

orgarli.. ,,,,....nd d iscussi<on groups. Rel.bollS between while Uberals and ",dial. W<Te

increasingly hos'ile, eUC'l'tbated by ,he C<lmin~ 10 1"'...... of tho NT'. Through.n i<leclogial

attack and legislative ons:Ough' on .JI OS'p"'ibOn as Ir. il""",,, ,he &<M'"''''''''I luelk-d

liberal anli'<Ummunism. The Sul'l""""ion of Commu nism Act " etesmbed by Eric W. lker

as p ro";':ing "almos t dietalorial 1"'w<'fS 10 dNI d"c;'i""ly wi' h .nyOM who WI ' ,,_er

f. intly bnc1ured Rcod- . pl.<"I."d liberals In an awkword posilion in supporting the . im t.<ll

no' lho Inl'lhod of the kgi .la60n. Edgor BrtIOkn eloimecl; ' ,he I<'rmS 'ubeTal' and

1....1' by c.lling him a Communi"'" and womed N ' liben ls w= being p\.oad in da"SOf

sil'oCl' "",'<Ummuni... would l>er>ceforth OIlemp1 '" ad "unde r the wings" of bt<:r:al

• The Cape Argus 28-11·1952, p.l .
• The si. defi.en ......, author Fred. Troup. I'Of(y Cohen, a dentist .nd \.0",. SACOD

rrwmbOf; B<'ttie du Toi' of the T&LC; . ",den ts Syd""Y Shall . nd M.rg..01 Hol~ SelIN
S~....l"",... '1' .n'hropologis..

.. The four w= studeI''' Albi" $M:hs . nd Mary Butcher . and Amold Harrison .nd
Hym;.e Ilochm.on.

.. The C'~ AtJu. 9·12·1952, p.l .
.. The C" udw.. 25-12·19017, p,2.
.. Wal1<c~ History 0' cl~ ,,810.



TN, G>pt A,S-"" ",perlod !lie b,...kdown 01 • CRt. mecti~s • ...,rodod by ",me 2 000

p''Ople, cilllcd to opP"'<' lhe 5upp=>ion 01 eonunu"';.m B; n i~ M. y 1950. One of \lle

. 00 Ilvl lhe CT'SA "".. 'Co:m~lorm-<onlrOl1ed' . CO>n1 . pc........1Id CT'SA MP s" m J.:..h~

e~ted . ond lhe ......ling d....,..,..;led i~1O · up"",,· ond """'" phl"ial e.eh>nge.~ The

di"""lulio~ ef lhe CT'SA i~ Junt.' 19500 ir><ft• ..-d libcnl ,u'picio~ 0/ eenununi't intiltr.lien

of lhei. o'g.nioalion•. A. . ....ulL Iib....l group' formed i~ !IIo: 1951,1953 period .dcpted

.~ . nh-<emmunill ' ....,.,nins · <I.u",",·"'" 19500 wi""-"..-d • g",wing I>o>tilil)' 1O"".nh

' s...hni.m' . nd lhe pc. m eed <I"",n".. of hr,"" ""•....,..,n I:"" USS~ .nd lhe diobulded

C!'SA. Winif<ed Hoemle, 1950 5AlRR PrnidenL .t.o lo,1o

In ou. own d.y we h.,.." ....... Ru..i. doeolop Ii,,' into . <:orr.muniot Ol" " _. f,e",
Ilvl Ii""'. il 110. de""lep«f into . ;»-"", stOle .. M. n in . 11 1ho ........ cor"elled ~
l/'Ie Flu....n Commutu". i. 'Uboo"""", Ie !lie . t.olo in ill l lbe ph...,. 0/ hi. life,

The "".ion 01 • Soeiel-<o nll'elled CI'$A "".. commenly ICe<pIed """"'gOl Soull> A/ric....

lib....I. and cc>nfi nned fo. lhorn by .uch WOI"ks •• Eddie Rou•• biOV.phy ef cPSA

found... S.r.Bunting . nd hi. hi.lory of U", li""Ulkln .tnJsgle, Ti.... lDnr T""~ Rop<. in

""hieh he' <1. ,,,,,'<1 Ilvl I.... crsA ",!""led ly .ubonli lll led "I."" Soulh African '''''U le !C'

lbe n<;'<.'d. of the ""ecld . ilUl,;on,- n.. Inl<Tnll vki."lUd.. of ,he cPS... In ,.... 19301.nd

elcly 1""00, tho plli.,. ching purg" ond 10.. ef """"bership, hid proj«ted <Ul i....g.

ef I PMI)' follo""ing Cominl di"""i""".t>cwe dcmoobc d.......nd•. Thi. """' .~Ied

by 1M I nti-eT'SA aethriliel 0/ 10....... r llty membon luch I. Hymi. 80........• In t.'le 19500,

.u.picicn I nd I>o>tihty o/ !IIe cPSA continued 10 b.1 fuelled by fcnrer crsA~ """"

joined the W"".ill Plrty, p.articull.ly Jock I.....,wia . 1Id Edd ie Rcu.. Rou. is ..it;! 10 ~..'e

• QuOI"'; in S,I(,."rinl: Tht relirol Though. l rod C'rm Qf Han.Dr.Ed,., HllrMkes
ef Sou,h Africa (D.\'lIi1. ' ''''''i" Bombly UNe"",ty, 1m ), p.1$l;.

.. The C. p" Argu. 1 6·S- 19~. p.2.
• S« elvp.... 6.
I A.W.Hoemle, libttlh.m Vrnu! Communism. R•.,. R. lllle,,* N.... XlllS Augull

1950: p,75.
• E.R.Rou", Time Lpng"" INn Rot,,!, A H"tor., ef II!!: BIKk M.n' , Struggle fe.

f'mlom in Sou.h Alri., (M. di""n 19491, pJ17; .nd S.r.Bu~nng, ... Poline.1 B")S'.pne
<Ca p<' Town 1943l.

• S« HyTTlle 8o.1'\CT in Th. C" u-dl..,; 16-1·1947, p.6; 6-3-1 947, p-Z.



told .~ 01 hi• •ucm p1oo ....."i""tion by KGB ' g""" followi ng the 1928 Cominl"'"

liber.l. th.1 they would he ou,"",,,,,,,,,vroo by fonJ'C'< O'SA ,.,.,mben If t!X-y III..npled

to CO-OF"""' ''' wi lh S.\COD_~

Tho ANC . nd SAIC nonethek-o• ••~ed • " gnif",." t "'"PO"" to th<oir ' ppe, l for .

whi", Congn,O$." T1Ie pm:i role th.t whiles would ploy wilhin the Cong",.. mo~emcn!

w•• unclear. J"" M.u hewo to<! . imply:~ Whi"", w;U N ve to /0"" • pony th.t i.

~rtd to mole drfinit. chong.... or join C""S""" '·" n... l'I.nning Co,,,,,1diKU" ed the

i..... of white portlcipotio" . nd in November 1952 e.lIed • rMeling . ! u.., o."..gh HIll

in Joho""",burg to copit.li.... On whi'., ,uPPJ" .nd . ymp"thy for the o.f",~ e.m;-Oign.

Some :;oo whi"" . lIC!>ded lil<' m<'<1i"S which w.. cNirtd by fo........ cPSA """,,!>... Br, m

Fioch.... Although _Il·\.nown l ~be,..l• •uch .. the Bolhng M. riI.:" Fried...."" ,".<I oth:n

. !tended. most 01 tho.. pre;oo r,t w...., fonnc!' crs ben.

oppo.ilion 10 'p;!-rth<;.d . fur il w.. II lhe .....,Ii••g Ih.ot the divi.ion bclw.... whll" n " .,b

. nd I. ditol. beco"", cle. ' . lid th<o gop becwem ",""" ,.-a. org.d .. lion.>lIy f;,O<I . n .•

""""ling w.. odd""""'" by O1i"". Tomb<:> . nd Yu.uf c..:h.oli•• w~.., coiled lor . pteg",..i""

while grouping · to CO-Ol""". with u., to be . uppol1ive _ 10 ...i" u. in brll\j;ing ;U.Ii""

to thi. «>untry.... n... preci", ....tuM cf the orpni.. ;;on w.. Il'fl 10 the meeting. th.. only

condilion being lhot it should 0.. funy commiued 10 the common Cong"'" \de. l of "'lull

right. for . ll.

Whi'" .uppa" /0, the [)cl i.nce Campaign had """,.I<!d diff........... pn:vW>u.ty obscun'Cl

by e<>mm<:'l' ."Ii·f.sci.m . nd la"" ....1i·N.Iio...Ii" Ii"""'t. Anli"p"n l'>e;d wlli!.. laced

• "".lil.. "-'1' gov"""",,nt,.nd . n AI'K and SAle i ingly de_ ned to bring .bou!

.. Inlen'iewo with Al.n P. ton. Osca, Wollhcim ....<1 othen; ......1", Entie W...,I2.cI:
!-t.:noirs (nd,11m. unpubli.hed).

h lnlen'iew wilh Yu.uf Cothol;"'. p.l , ..,.. <Npler 5.
.. CAMr Reel 12A:2: XMf>H7I8: j.M, M.nhew. '0 l.k.M. lIMwS. 1&-9·1952­
~ Inlcrv;"w with 'l'u.uf CacN!;' , p,l.



""Iu. lily. In "... pon.... w!'lile 1ibc-r.1. ...0<I nodi",l. fiN lly poned. •• thr D"TOSh H.>1I ....,." ing

divided ove r ,he issues which w..e 10 le libonl ITom ,.dic" w!'lit'" 1I,,,,," ghe'" tile

19500. The A."lC and SAle d..r",nd lOt" uni~ 1. ulfrage. only pn.-vi<\u.ly endo""" by \he

Cf'SA. prc~ed an immediale . nd i...... euble 'lUmbli,,& b1od, . Morguel &Olling..... OCling • •

Iiber.1 .pok...per""', rt'jecled ,he uni~.....l I..""h'''' oul 0' horld.~ A• • "'COnd• .,. i., ue.

liberal. ",jectod lhe ideo of • while Congress ......!<ing in 0 mulhrociool .Ilionee, c.lling

Thi. wos 1.01'" expl. ined by liber. 1cla:m. thot ....hite conun unim 'packed' tile Oor..gll Hal!

Tn<'(!h...g . nd conlrolled its p<O«'<'dings.·

I... their reaction. to lhe [)e{i.nce Campoign. be'h 'he SAIRR and tile 0::100<-." ....... ife;to

"'¥flIed . continued desire to "'pa...,e • black ' middlMcI.o'" .nd co-opcra 'e willi il ;~

iloolaticn ' rom rad ic.1 in/1""""",. Both claimed thot h_ lOt" . uch action "'IS ruMing ou~

,he poli'ic" coNCiou.n"" of ,he <'due.ted .nd olherwise sophill\e>ted Alri(.an t ...
ber;un tu pcrme.t" lhe ma...... ol the Ab,.n proP" .t Ie••, in Eurc pe.on 0"" "
Wliile the 10""" . re d" IC""'ned not to acquieo« ,n I.w. which d~rcvle from
human dign ily . nd 10 dC:'l'llnd oitiu'n l'igllts. ,lie I.o,.....n: n:nd...ed unhoppy ond
. ullen by the :!Use<)' 0' ina<J<:quaIC lIeu'ing. h'i" lcod fnotS .nd l!w: '.....io'"
caused by political .nd ad"" N'II"bV<' ""'• •u.....

n.c underlying division b<1w""" liber. 1 . nd radical whileS wlS ...... pa.rli.m~n.. ry Or

eXII'I..pa.rlia"",nlary aeti<>n. ,"u.ul D.doo had ".r1ie r called for an . Iliance b<-h.« the

UPlTorch Conunandol Lobour P.rty "I«ti<m po'"!,,"" and lhe 'wo Cong"""", ting:

· Jntr. .......lia"',."..'Y ..ruggle i. pl.yed "",. II i. now for ,lie m...... of the people tu ."

For lhe N"i.e R"l""""'l.U.... the SAlAA . nd othen, hoWfYeT. the ck>ocneu cI 0"11'• •

porli..........ry .nd '",,,,,Iuliona')' 'lI'.tes;" cleW ' he 'l""'lion."

,. AdulICe 21·11 ·1952; intervi..... with ~ariou. peop" who , "" r>ded lhe .....,.,;"&
(liberal .nd rad ic.l).

.. See Brewn: Chro!!Olngy 01' .it pp.3.- S, .nd Wentul, M£!!lOi'l 01' <II.
,. R••• Rel.lIons Sew. X:X: 12·12·1952. 1'.136.
,. Dai ly De.p.ldl 19-5019S2.
" See choploon I . nd 6.



",.ck • rompromi.., til., would Ie'" to Ik~ <nation of. I.rge li"",,.l /lcl1 org.ni.. lion ."

n... foilur~ of t"",," d,..,....inn. w" 10110_ by til<> fO<fN!ion 01 \he Cons"",. of

Dem<>cr. 1S [COOl . COD wn rommit1<'d to: (l}~~ tho e/f~u of di:l<rimi•.>lion .,,<: th.

colour b..; (2l roobili.. . uppor{ for tho .b<>lilion of . 11 di.rnmin.tory Low• • "<l pn<:ticn ;

(3) to sund lot <qU.l politicol right. and M>nOmic opp:>rtunilin for . 11 S<o"L~ Mne.ns,

i"""ptX"tiw of ro<~, colou. ot ..,x; (4l win for &II South Allie.ns tke> fteo>dom of . ;>"ttk.

.........bly. m<We""",t . nd organi.. tion.·

Conclusion.

~ period 1950-1953 " i tnes""<:l tke> "'......tion 01 li,,",r.1 and , odic.l whi.." . liur.:' who

attcnd <'d the D.arugh noll """"ing n'jI'cl<'d the all to 0F""'" out>id~ ....rli.menl .. an .1Iy

of lhe ANe and SAIC. and . el\lrned to lho 1,1(' fCll:I in li_ (or tho 1951 g"".....1 . 1"""on.

Radic. : ",hi'" in Joh"'~,& joi""'" COO; • F1>~"<ling ComJrjn... w.. ~'...,Ir;<1 10 dnw

up' .'Onslil\ltion .nd pn>gra~of .clion.~ In 1953 COO boc....... I full and equ. 1 ...." ,....

of the Congress AIh.n~. Ef !he end 01 1952. rad ical and Iit>ttol "'hi"'" IIod i" " ' '''''' 'oly

.plit. 1lIe ...., lou' dt. pten ofler I lk,.ilcd . "" Iyoi, of Iibr,.l and ooe.aliot ' ' 'PO' ''''' to

Afri<.\n nalionaliom.

" 'n~w wil h l'i~t<1' ~1.""ld (1 '/86), tr.nsaipl p.13.
• AdvoTl" 21·11-1952. p.l .
~ 'I'M Commin... includ«! .Bnm Fi"'..... Eddie Roux. Cuy Roulk.. J..,k Ho<!goon. Cecil

WiI1i.om$, Ruth Fi..t. !leal.. l lpman. H~1on J"",pk, Trevor Huddlnton. and {lad.. du
Mlnoi,; the Lo.. 1....... we... no l f"""",, C!'SA membrn..



Clu.pl..r Ihr....:

Introduction.

Th.. Origins of Mulliracial ism.

in rnobili. ing pooplc of aU raCfl again' l . ponh6d in a ....nn'" pn:viou.ly "n""", in $oul!',

African hi.tory. n... in t""",1 polibcs 01 It>e ....i.ta.""" move""",I, ho",,,,,,,. , w•• domi~al<d

TN. d i. pu'" """In"d on t'" ",,,IIi,..,w ulU~ of the Conlt'= Allia~ · ,,,", i. , . n a! 1 i,>/IC~

of ..pa" '~ C""~ ",mpM.ing """"bon 01 • • ing]" ~thnic group'. <o-<>l'di."'I«I al

TOg;"n.1 and N lio",,1 lcv~b, Mulbraciali. m affo,d<:<! . ach Cong equal "'pn- n~ti.,n

"" all (<>-on:li""ling ",,,,==.A• • ""ult, the Sou"" Aflic:. n COng 01 O'moc wit~

.n . ve,age moomb<onllip of 250, w•• equally "'P"t'"""'lt'd on Alii.""" ' In>ClUTCS with Il-.

mc whic:h had an aVl'Tag~ paid ·up membcnhip of bctw..... 30 too and SO COO' 11",·

multiraciali.m of lh" Co~l>""'" Alli." .... >IOOd in """ked conUaU wilh .he "". ,.d.liJ", of

org."j..b~N .~ch .. the di' band«l Cf'SA. ,'''' South Attican CommuniJl r.ny and \k.

Ub<..l r arty.

Multi,aci.l:, m g.,.....,,&I«I a wid. ra"ge of critici.m, a, ,"" (>On~ 01 whick lay S"'COO,

..... wkM wing of the Co,,!"'" Alliance ' SACCO w., a , ,,,,,11 w~ite Oflp nj..ben which

, upported ....u . ·pa, liamoonl.lry c. mpa ign, in pUf5uit 01 equal rig!>t.. and included . nu".kr

e/ 10""'-" Cf'SA memb<-r$. S"COD', place in the Congn~.. Allian« provid«l a Itcu. f<"

• ~. ranS. 01 org.sni..nol" which TOgoi'd"" SACCO as a 'cornmufliU Iren( and

mulli..ciali.m a. the muns by which <'Cl'tII'nUniSl infl""n« w., being ontn>tlClI«! in tb "

Allia""". A/ricani" '" W al1ian('l' of (£~ a" ' sorncnoult en pri ncipil'S" ... ou'

in W 1949 f'ro:gr""' of AcHen,' n... Libna! r.ny . naded SACCO •• a ce......" ni>l iron'

al'l<l Cl'iliciM'd Ike C I", """'I"' ,aling willi It, whik so"'" Lr rncrr>bon '!lad"" l~.

, In March 1955 lIIe Seou'k AtMC.... Cens,... ol Trade Union. [SAcrul joi....... tn. AIli.,"""
ItJ wa• • r.onract.ol orga", ..oon, (o mpri.ing """"ben of all . tltnic groups.
I fig" "" fro'" 1.cdgc' Black ron"" in Soult'. AfMs. (London. 1!lB31. p.7S.
, Hel." lo...ph; Sidc Bv Siclf (London. 19871 ".0.
• Tho Atrium't D«t'rnrer t9S5, in K.";, .NI Ccr""", p.ltrnu .nd Viol!!!r.f (Calif"",Wo
" pp.207.2al.



The Origins of Mulliraciil ism.

InlrOd u ct ion.

/lesi,'. noe ro1ihcs in tI>c 19;0. woo domi",,'''''' by I.... Cong..,., Alh. ..... , whk t, .ac,...od<<l

in mobih,i ng I""'p1eof .11 r. en 'g.i...1 .pon......, in. ""'lin" pt.-riously u......." in Soo';'

Ainun hi>lory, n.. in'emal poIilk> 01 !he "";,to""" movnnonl, how ......,.., w., dOIT';n. :"'"

by wid..-ronging . nd b,ue r di'p" l<'> OVO< 1N' form thol rad.l co-opor.tion should to..,.

Tho' di' p"'" CI:1\rred on I.... ,"Ulh'...w """IF" of ,.... Congr.... AI1"nce· thol i, • •n all...-«

of "'PI ro'e ConV"""" compri,ing """"ben 01 • sing1e ethnk group'. co-o":i""ted . 1

regio<ull and ...lio...1 1eve1• . M"hiroci,oli,m . ffordod each Cont;"MS "",.1 ..",..,..,..,.~on

on 011co-ordina'ing ,Iru<tu..,.. As . """ul.. ,he South Atlic.n C""S ....s of D""'o<:I"3". wi';'

. n .ver. g.. momb<'nhip 01 230, w" "'I",l1y ~1N on Ath.n«' S~Iu"" wilh 1M

ANC whkh hod .n 'VE'f.ge poid·up .....mb.'n l\ip of betw...... 30 000 .nd SO 000' TIl<'

mulhroci.al i, m of I.... Cong' .., Alli.l.noe s<ood in marked con" " 1 wilh lhe ""0"";"1""" 01

O'!;.niSllio... ,uch ;as the di,b.tndod CPS.... I.... Soulh Atncon Communis< r.r:y IZId ......

Liberal r. l'Iy_

Mulhrocioli.m S"""'''hXl • wide TInge of crilid ,m. 1l ,he """tJe oi whkh lay SACOD.

·1.... while wing 01 th.. COng...... AU"noe.'" SACOD w... ,mall wh il<' or;;. niSlli(>n ....hk h

'~ P;>Q"'ed n". ·po.rli.""",tor/ am""ign' ln punuil of o:qu.ol lighls,.nd incllKled . numx.

of fonner CPSA rnernbon. SACOD'I pl"", in .he Cong..... Alli. n«' pro,~<'d • locu. lor

• wid.. rong.. 01 org.niSl hons which regard<'d SACOD . s • 'rommunisl Ironr . nd

mulliraciolism " th.. .......nl by which rommu nisl influence w" booinl\ ""trn'lChed in tI>c

AlI..noe. AlIic.niSl. SlW the .Ili..noe 01 Congr<'SS<'S 'S' ' setner'Slull on J"incipl..• -'1 QUI

in lhe 1949 Progr of h i.... ,· n... Lib<T.I r .rty . rrack«l SACCO ... communis1 Ironl

.nd aiticilCd lhe C for co-opr..~ng wi th i.. while"""", LP ....,...boors .nachd u...

I In M.",h 1955 lhe Sou,h African Cong..,.. of T",d . Unions ISAcrul joi""'" th. AIlI..",c.
SAcru w... no.....ci,ol org.ni Sl'ion. rompr;sing """"ben of . 1l1Olhnk groups.

• Figu""" from Lodge: BlICk rol'tig in South Afrig (London. l'!ll3 l, p.75.
• Helm JMOplI; 5'd£ By SIde (Lond on. 19l17) pAD.
I Th. Afriani' ·1 December 1955. in J("';• • nd Corho"', Chall"",• •nd Viol"""" (C. b/om: .

1977}: pp,20?·2~.



"
by ,.,rr...nh"',·~ ",. di.ti''''h on, 1>0,..,....".. w~• ....,'" tbo n ..,."...ntk ; ,II<> ~lilily bot...""",

\1>.: A,"lC y""th ~i';U' and ,he C l'SA ......11t'd in Ihe " "' l<'gi< dfilal<' 0....". ncnr>d ali. m

tho di.puK: borwoen ,he O'SA . tId ' ho ANCYl in ord.. ' 0 It>cat. the k!«Ilogical ' '''''" of

mulh•.ocio!ism. In >0 doing. i\ highlighlS tho 1<'11,iono wi,lIin u-", cPSA <wer tht rl'l.o t o n, hip

bolwo:m d.... . truggle and ""'ie,,,,' , Irugg le, which grew in the t.~ \940. IS • ' ..ull (in

pol1) of CPSAI Al"CYL l>oo~h'Y '

The Communist Party and the Afri.~ N.t ion,! Congnss.

n.. ",\Ie in Iht' 1940< . 1'd early 19505. a. _ hove ....n. w a< tra....formed /rem a . mall

crvni..' ;on ro""err'K'd '0flIl'(l \l "d i, hngUi. htd cni'ft'Oity graduat<-o,'" \<) • 1N..·b.:I..<1

""he....li.1 org. ni"'hon p,," ui"&....' ;0....1!,b<'!'. tion by "'ra-pa,h"""",!>"" ,.,."n, ind ud in:

.t&y-. ...aY' and po";"" .....i. tanc•. iho!.e chang.....m> largely broug~l about by u....

ANCYL. formed in 1944 and compnoi•.g. gTO<'P of highly able .tud""li ol Low. "..edict"".

and l<!a<:hing; non-rn>r""io....t. such as fonroer Ini ..... and blkory work... W.lt.tr Sisal"

......, imp;m.ont but ...",. ConS...... polili"" in the lale l~ WI' domiNIed l>y II><' A.'1CYL

.. it .., itself tt.e twin :.asks of ·im~r.lingl to ConU"'" a truly N'k>nal clwr,,~ ,: . nd

"pposing tho.. who ""'ght to provide 'Iomgn "'adcnllil' 01 Africa .... Youth leiS""'"

,lrO'SS<'d 'the ...."..t for '"tillnee Ig; in. t Communi... . nd other croup' wt.ic:h 'os:". non,

Afrian ;nl"""ts: u In prlClic<: the "'''CYL programme .....'. ilcd c.in!n, cunlrOl of the

dirocction 01 Congress. while llOlInng orgonisation, and lndiv\d.uol, wl".o ei ther oxencd

influence ove, 11"" A.'iC Or southt ' 0 develop their own Mncon SUPPO" boll.. 0Il~~ the

A." C.

n... trandonN, iun d the "'''C look pl.>ce Larg.ly in the p<>Itw;.)"'>I"$. M ... N""

"".."I. tt.e ANC dunng the WIT ronccnlr. ,O<! on dr ;ns op ond po!",1.Irioing "'.friul...·
CIo;",< i" Scwlh ...~_ lnnuo nccd by the libonl el l of !he p<1iod. the ANe . ' " ,npled
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"
CI'SA ~~" to IlUn~ of ~e I"' rty in t<!mu of • p>1cnbal "'..... """, cmcn' ." By the ~

of the wu, II>< CT'SA b.d ~«l as ••igflificanl j """, in \>1.0<1< org.~j...lion. Howtwr.

it " ,-m.li ne<! CPS'" p<>licy \0 werk " i th 1M ANC and build it up. In 1 ~:9 the crsA had

. <'<",led • Cominlcm directi •• which . tr.......:l l ho: ....... 10 work wj t~in "\he ~ryonic

organi.. 'ions . mong the Nliy....lJCh al l"" A!ric. n N.!io....1Cons ...... • >0 .. 10 1I'. ",(0 tn'.

' ho: loller into a -lighting ""bo h" ..volutionary otg.ni...';"n .g.inst l~" ..lIit.

t';lU~<.'Oi,i. and Britioh imperi.li :· Th is ... "", i...-.1 CPSA pol icy, d.,.p;t. be;ng . (fOCl,"

by the in l<'rnal ructions of tIw: O'SA in \he 19:1Oo. and thII .nti·ia>(i>t 'r"pulor Front'

,tr."'SY of the 19400.

":'he ....tio....1 org.ni... bon., aca>rdi,,& \0 the O'SA. were 10 'I"'OTh..~ • ""nor..1

",volution aiml'd . 1 .boli. hing r~l diocnmi....non and . lIa:ning e<;uol righ" fo' . 11 .

Tl>creofle1. the . truggle lor ooci.li.m could tak<! plaa.-. NOMlhe!..... in 19010 Ib, A.""C ...u

• ,m"n, wNk org.ni"'ion of 'he blAck oIito. M tho CN'A <:omploinN.

~ Y".r 1940 1Ia" .nived with hatd' l\ip< and nU""')' for Ihe Opp""W<! 0.."><1 ;0<>1'
poopl", of lho: 0"",,, of Soul!\ Afri<.o _ {In'''rlUo,orely l'>e }~Ir h;><! , Ik fo rc". 01
fn:«Iom "' SCl u..od .. ."""P in II>< p"""""'" 0/ "'01"",. Vlhen lo>I:.ung of t: .. f~r<:...
0/ Il'<'<!'dom. one connOl Jo>e .ighl oi tlw fac1 lhol !he Ahic.on p...·<.,pl ~.,.., po!('n~I I !y

lho: "",.1 importan l of Ihese 10m!'>. Tho:n!fo...., " tho: Afri(.on.~ r <)t p>.l11 thcm.>eI v,.
~Ihcr to 1_ 11>1' .....,.." ies (II _om." 6<'TCu. ly. 1'001 only ",i ll tho:y kl
.henuclv<,> down, bul they will lc1lhoir .11.... down Iloo.~

S10ck CI'S A tnO'mbo..... mo"",v"," ~.pl"COood I ",lUCia""" 10 join Ihe A..-.;c. EI,• • MO"OI I.x i•

• IN<ling ANC/SACP member joil<"d. lor life in 1964. """"'Ily ml<'d;

[\hel P.rty lOughl "'" II.... muU Ie. l l lll/l'ldod Af'C Tnl:'rtings but "'., rot ~" PFY
with II I I Ihc! Ii"", [L'>t lite 19-4001. To ..... lhe AN( did 1 In~ Ihc!
..pi",riOM 01 tM mo. ..... BIll 1M PI">, Iaught "'" tho l it "'~.. my por~bihty l.>
M I "'" ANC l bout OUr U P"""lIOno _ II !he lime. 1M ANC ·..11 d:>mina lod by
oophi"icl!ed inlell<'CI\lll. ",110 only .po"" in English.-

Ru. ty Bern ,lein. Ih<' Cl'SA )o."' .......burg: Oiotr\(! """"""'Y.coNi"""", thai~" mnnbcn

l"COiOlod joining !he ANC: -rMy lhought Ih<- ANC ",. ...!her relonni. 1 bou.g.... 1'00.......'"

,. 8u nting: xeans op.til. p ,l l1 .
.. Ib id,. p.31: Cominl..., Rcooiuhon on Soulh Africl , 1928.
~ Inku lu ioko J".,\II'1 1940. p.l.
" S . ", S IUO" Suppl...,..",l: ()ruJbor 27·NoV<:n'obtr 2 1989. p.7.
I Inre"". ", wI1h Ru.ty Ilem,re,n. p.47.



Tho crsA ..,."'r><I<"d il> "'wn,hip o"! ani.. l;"n durinr; tilt w.. Y"''', but it """"ined

~ with tilt >tote of 11><' ANC on which il foeIlSoN crihr:al an...,tion. At the .."'"

. tnlggk>s "four;h' in the co"""ial and ",mi~lonlal ltTritori...• W<'n' "'.0 mm! sid~ i"u~:

but w.......n integ r.1 pori of a r;lobal anb·imp<"tia.h.1 ItNr;r;le." By the cnd of til<' war,

signs of ch.ong~ w""' yisibl~ wilhin 11>0 ANC. During the Wa' y~'" b1.>ck " .d. unior.,

gnow apace and . ln k<> oction il\Cft"lOoN "",.l«<Ily 0,...,. the 19:;0,. Black mihtan.:y inc.,.,><'<!

. s block ufb...i..tion . nd prol~t.:Iriani... tion wa' met wit!> an ocute 1'Icusinr; .h",,,,,,~.

"""ring prien and. a f~. 1943, the N ..h impl<"""'tation of InI'Iux """ITO!." "The A.-';C

""w......... /.il.o .o copitali '" on ih<1<o conditions ond ri"al organi... rions oi,..,.,... 01 motili,ing

block opinion w""~ IC>TTnod eo. revitalised. The Afric.n Domocntic Party IADPI woo lonl'ed,

whil~ the AlI·A!ne.n Con....nbon !AAClagitllr:d lor a ·l'OOIKOIlabo.a~ni,,' . "..t"tY. Within

11>0 ANc. young ...bon intell Kl~ls who f. voum ....... "",biil.. t",n 0:"><1 ., lfa·

porlia"",n'a!')' .<Iio" formed lhe ANcYL and l><'gon 10 critir;i... lhe ANC's mod"",non ..n<!

it, failu,," to ..ta.bh,h • branch stnKl ut<' and win • ""'.. following.

1he C'SA 0<'<1"\':.<1 tNI lhe A..<olC """"inN "the premiC'f politial or~.J....tion". bo<h

b<oc.o ...., of hi..ori""l _ .,.<! p"'sihly a//«Io<I by the foct tNIl>.l1ll ltol' ADP ..,d !he AAC

we", inJu......,;-d . in differing d.,;''''''. by TtoISkyi., thinking" .... a """..II. CPSA .Io> t. ",on"

in the 1942·1948 f"'riod .""'~ \hal b:ad< communi, .. Nd a ","poN ibili:y 10 "",. k ....mOn

lhe ANC .nd SAIC; I"" Ich...nesbu,,! o;"ncl posled • ....,1.._ declaring It "In "" Ihe

du ty oI.n Comm..nis.. ""long ing 10 oppreued ""tio""li ti... to pin It.,.;, ""pectIY~ ""lio,,.t

mo""""",'" "" . s \,) won. lor th~ '~lheNnr; 01 sum rno..........,' ..... AJ, we ""............ .

s""" 0 ft"Wlulion woo made '''''''' ' '. ry Ihrough tilt rrluelanC'r 01 """'" block CPSA men~

to ;:'in the A."lc.



CPS'" htt'.t\! .., and inl<'mOl "'1"'''' dUring 'ho "or ..,0"", th.... n'l,;oted Ih<......-s i"

di lCU..i"g ,ho A....C . ".1 ,ho b,<>od.. N hON I lll>era<>orl mo"" .....,,~ I" \he fint pla<e, tho

CPS... . el...,..k'<lg<'<l tho pros"''' m.>de by Xuma in ""''l;;u>ioing Ihe ANC, bu' crihClsed

,ho C.",&"", lor failing to pt<lvide ;>oli be.' IUd""lIip in • pmod ..hich W;lI'i<"S"'<:I

COf'lsicl....blo bt..,l ind usll'ial . nd civic achon. In • 1943 "'P"" on ."os""", M""",,,," lS ",

W N.~·h""",... ,he CPS" E.ocuhve Co""";,\«, n<>t2d ,Il.>, · the ~l 01 • streng .nd

rn~d...-d ,Ile ANC lOT fai lIng -in its IN; n lask • ""', cI unl ring ito .......t>onllip .nd

carrying ou t the fonnalion '" b,. nd.... ;n. '~""""'ric INnn....•

.nd ..,.din.... for action· ..,.;don' in tile Ale"",nd, . \>us boy<ollS, pro'''''' over ""in f. ...

in<Te...... .".1 ' M sq...II., mov.."..",ts, but criliCloed i~1f .nd the ANC fo' fai;'n~ ' <>

provid. Ioad...hip.· Tho CPS" ""..,.1 that Mp&nu. tho squ.lI.... leader. · may ........ ~l\l'"

Il.>rd ly "","h "lin~ seriously-, ..~j le 11-.., " Dr · . ufl from all "'" lout.. of S«l.llria~:sm.

political i....~ and .tupidity: - NO_I L""r ·gove Ilw~ ..hat lh<c,

demanded .. they ..er• •dvocating totnOlhing po>iti""... '" Tho Cl"SA . ....Iysi. ""...,IU<:ed

'!l.l.t ·'M p<'Ople d""", nd loa.denhip: .nd tai led for • -pr.ctical plan 0: <ilmp&lgr. a"':

O41ion' ..him could e!l.l......1 . ueh mil,..ncy.-

fIo,.;ng fro", ,hi• . • """",.1 thomo of CPS... ccmm<nlary On N!io...lrnov........,ls ....

10 cons l" ond y c.U fa, tho IOlabol'3hon 01 . mini mu m wn'<! I"'~"""" bo1"~n N t>.:., ..l

0 'l;. ni..tions. !he CPS", . nd !he bade union movernon' . Such • minimu m 1""&..."",.... it

......rgued...ou ld a tlo.. lot bol h icIoo1ogjcal . nd crgani"'bonol I>Oity, Tho third LYrn.

compn"'<:l "'l"'af<'<! ..II, for tile d....e1opment of a united front c/ erg. ni..bens "l'p"'ing

.....1 discrimiN'ior..- TI>e CPS'" argued 'ha, '.111 , m ul... mov..".."" tow.rds N llCNl

- CAMP R~l 3'':1:<:C106212; CPSA £'ocutive Commilmo. Repor1: NalioN! l Moycmptt d ,t't
Non·Eu,OP"' '''. 6-12-1943. p.2.

j CPSA, !?!;m:!(ycy op .clt.• p.7.
- ibid.• p.6.
~ Ib id.
- ibid .. p.7.
" See ell.> p' " I.



libc"bOn . '" p'og..... i '~: but "".""'<1 ' g.insl lhe l<'nder.cy '0 ' .cuI e1u.'v"'""'" .....h;ch

would ot&u'" the underlying ..,.l;ly or the N •• opp,t·..;on of ,011 ·o,\;ers .~ The C['S.A

. upported tho> ernerg. n~ or . "br....:l fiSht'~g .m•...,.,·· OT · ..;d. domocnti< fron."" .....hich

w<>uld oppo.. ""V"Sati<>n whil. ur.derpt.);ns ...du.i,~ n'bO""l'.m.

As .....e t...w _ no Il\e PO' '''''' prognmrn<> or the crsll. w" intem.illy ton..., lod.••

"'''''' mombc,,; collod on tho ...ny to u pi..li", on its w..ti..... s""""""" and a>ncentu l.

on cll.•• • tru ggle in pl.~ or the 'tWOo'''g.· voIution.- In part. this /lowod from tho

ch.>ngins """"'" of tM "-"c. .. tho ANCYl S"' inaN.inSly promi.......t. O"!:II. "",miler,

.nd "'pon. «p....>ed a>ntom thot

the .... li~.. of the cl... divi.ioN . ... being <>l»cu..,.;l _ N.IOo""li.m """I'd not be
, ynonymou. with u <.Uli>m. bul il ", n avoid being ", only if it~"" tho clIO'
alignment> th.>t cuI """'" tM ,..;'..1 d,vi. ions.-

Tho Youlh 1£. /;". \'OkecI C1iticiorrn of tho ANC .imila, to th"'" of 1M 0'$11. . ul1in~ 10,

1M d. ....lopmt'l't or • bu nth .1TutlU ... . nd~" ""''''''''', hip.•nd the utili..tion of "..11"• •

P' , liarnon" ry ""'.'" 01 o ppo>iti<>n , 11.1 1l".e ...... limo, how.....".. the lat. 19400 1l"..,

.pre. ding inf!Ul'1IC. or ' ho ANCYL. OO il> twin ho, tilities:· toward. the O'5.... . nd to ~.

anything <>thor lhan "ott..io",,1 cooper.bon" with olhet '>cial group'."

The ANC Youth League.

Tho ANC bo>g&n to . how . is''' <lr twg. loUowin, tho fonnation of tho Youth u .gw in

1944. n... ANCYl MiJni!.sro, iu tx'd in M.n:h 19401 . fl()lod criti<i.m of the "-...C .. ' n

organi ..lion ·of ...,tl""""" with e1N n hand." wh;ch had r.ilod to otg. ni'" \tie ""'u of~'"

African p'p"lotion.- The ANCYL w.. fonnod ' s .• pro ,", t . gaiNt tho lack of di!l(iplino

. nd Iho . 1:>en<e "' . d •• rly.(\ofinod S<)al in the movemenl ... whole".nd wu a>mmina:!

to roll,; ng popular pol iti"'l consciou.n. .. . nd I'ghlin, oppression M>d ....ttion-... More

.. CAMP Rtt1 J II. 02:CC1:14 /2, fi2l.,. mrnt of the Commu~i" Pur" of Soytl; Alriq ldtaft).
nd l941. p ,1.

- Th. C"udian 9-1·1941. p ol : 1941 O'SA Ann...l ConI..........,.,.
.. Th. C "ud i... 24~1948, p.5: CPSII. Central Commi~ .:'Ol.....,n~

.. See c"'"P'''' I .
" 1950 Conlr&! Commi"'-'" 10:'1"'1'1. op.d~

• lo-rN>ed., E:2!il.:x "".d l.
• A.'lCY\.; M. nif",!(I. op.ci~ . pp_:ll'M·305.
" Ib id_. p.J06.



·ignific.n tly, it . trn>ed tNt "the n'hO",f liber.tion of the Afnco... ",;II be ' Ch,eved by

Afric . .... thern5<'I~.., We rejed /=i:;n le.dc..hip of Amc. .... no. ANcYi. prognmme ",",

boo,,-'" on .n in '"..p..e.. ';on of Amc. n r..lio",li.m which 1't.'jc.-<t<d non-African lc!a.!<nhil'.nd

"tho wholnaf~ importation of f"'cign i;:l..,logics: while emph..i.i", AI:-iean pride.nd ...If.

The hi,lOry 01 modern ti",,," i. lhe hi.lory of nal\onati. m ._. All ov"," tho "'orld
....tio...li.m i. ";.ing in "",ott ' g.in.' f"""gn domi lion. co.........' .nd,op...".,ion
in Ind,• . in lndo"...i., ,n Fgypl. in ron,. .nd 1 ",,,,,," C""nlnn. Among
Afn<llN .100 cleo< ,igns of N hO...l .",.keni"" lioN11'C:N"s.ar.:e, of teb,nh.n:
no,;"".ble..."

The !<NCYL ..w It . -immedia te ta.k" . , the need "10 ""em. ,,1 the .....c"''''''")" of the A.N,c.

from wilhin: ........,,,Id,ng 11><' !<NC inlO ........-ba>ed org.ni.._ pU""ing "",tion. l

bbe<.tion.nd moboli. ing .upp<orl by ""'.n' 01. mililant A/rican n.,;"""li......• Th" A." CYL

,....,....", "til" di" .... d".tiny of til. Afflun p"opl.- .nd U-... need f~r "high ",.hk~:

. :and.rd," 10 "combat IT<>r.1 di ,ir.tegrotion .mong Afric.....-

Both tl><' ANCYL . nd tl><' CI'$A .im«! 10 ..die.l,.., tho ANC. For th" Yeulh .......llue.

pori of lheir task w•• """" '0 he the ,."",,,,.1 of non_Alrit. " n.otiONl i>lS f:-om intl""ncing

C""IlI'C'S'. t.ernbede Irgued:

Nn fomgner can ev he. I",,, . nd g....ui"" Ielder of lhe Ahian poo-plr bee.u..,
no fo~g..... un ev I",ly . nd g<'lOu,,,,,11 i:l~ U- Atrian ' P; rIl which i .
uniq~ and pecuh.r 10 Africa... only. So..... romp iab< 0 ' Eu'"pe. n who
PO'" .. Afric.n Ie.d..... must be c. teg:oriaI lly denouncood . nd T<'je<ted.-

In ""lling fOl" the de_clopmenl of Ahican ....tio li.m .... mobih.inll fore" .uifi6ent 10

eh.ll1<nlt" the ...lus ,wo. the Youth l"gue "" 10 ..,., both liboral;sm .nd communl ,m

•• com p>hnll idfoologin. The Ii", to, k of Aohby Md.>, e!«ted A."<CYl """'idcnt in 1~.

.. ibid " 1'.308.

.. Ib id .
MAnIOn lembeM: I'oliry of I..... e onV!'. YOUl h te.",o:: lnkundl. y. 'anN, M. y 1946.
~ AP,Md. 10 C .M.!' n"" 1~1ll-1~8 ,n KI,n : I..'.e,['(· op.ell.,. p.321.
• l,..nb.<k~ op.d t.• p3 18 (<mFh.I'" in ong'Nn.
" ....-..:CYl: M.n'/o m op.cit . p.308.
- lcmbcde:~ op.cit,



w.. 10 cl.rify the leogu~" f'O"lJOn with n-g.'d Ie> o;ommu";,m .r>d lit><nli"n.- In

.n. ining i" objecti_ . providing. r.d,c. l. Alric.n Ie.do....ip intenl "n d """:Opmg I ""'..

The ANCYL Uld the Cr SA 194<&.1949.

1M mnlhct bet......... the ANcYl.r>d the CPSA bo1......... 1901-4 . nd US!. I tId it> .......Iulion

In l/'le 1952 - 1955 f"'riod, N ' been w;dely di""'''wd.- tl\al d ioru..ion Iw norethd..,

in South Africa ."flered nalioNI. Ind IlOl d ... opp""'.ion• •nd l'-<.4o'e l'<'JOC' e<l CPS...

'NI)"i. "' .""rio"',n.. ANCYl oppos.e<l 'Ver.:lon 01 Fcmign Mel/'lod' who

..",.10 In,P"'"' on our .lnJUle <Ul-.nd-drie<l ;""",,I. e, wl\id'l so f., frGm cl. rifying
1M ;"0" 01 0'" .truUIe, only St"l'Ve ,10 obKure the facl lhal lVt' I re oppeued nol
••• d.... bul ., I p""ple. as . Nl bOn.n

Howev...., I ciooer ....lrsi. of You th league I nlipalhy IOwlrd, the CPSA i. ""l"iJ'<.'d in

order 10 elucidlle lhe P""'i'" "'101<' of lhe m nflict btlween 1ho: lwo> 0'Xoni...tions, In<! the

I n ...preo.ion of . n!i..:-ommuni.m Of ndu.ive natioNli. m (or bolll), In<! . hed.lighl on Ihe

inlernal politia of lIIe ....i. lantt lIIOvm\mlS in lhe 1!'40s Ind 1950s..

TIle ccnflicl betw...... the ANCYL."d CPSA op ...ted on two rnain level>. Anlly, t.~o

ANCYl. l'Nclt'd """'Sly 10 the Commoni. t P.rti . ~,'od (.iI lb for • brol~ nonracial

/ronl 01 erg.ni"lion, opposed :0 scgr"&-"tion I nd .partheid. The bn:>ad f>tIm prof'O""d by

the CPSA wi ' 10 "cor>d l>CI ma.. ttruUIo> . goi...t ....., diSoCrimi""lion" while undorplaying

vu:1".ive ""liona.li.m by "dI'voloph ngl d.'t con;<iousneu In lho people' and "forgl ingl

unity in ><tien b<-tweom lhe opprnsed peoples arv:l be1Wft1l lhem and tht Eorope.>n

working Cia...... 'The ANCYl ...;ec1cd tho: cI••• ""ntent of nonroaoUsm ... pro pos.e<l by the

CPSA. In i" plM<' tile le.gue i ...i.lt'd lhal 'w N nONI libontion 01 Africa... " i ll be



,.
~chi<'_ by Alnc.on, 'hem",I~<'S'''; <:<>-ope'TOMn bo:1w...... tM OPP"O'sN groUp' ",...

• <ttptablo only when !he raciol 8'''''1'' we", org.ni><;>d mulll rKiolly, in ......,.,. uni", '"

Secondly. bolh Qrgan;"'tioN sought to inn..","", ,he d.""lor_ of tho A.\iC . t • '"T1<

of growing block politicol rnobili ..hon, As will bo ........ the pn:>gT.rr.mes of the , .....

Orglni..no... w ",", in .... ny ....P<,,:ts flO. di",im,lo•. A.. .....ult. the confliCl ' f'!"' ''''' to tw. '...

m"cd id«>logiul disputoti:>n with .I.....nt. 01 • pow, ,, """Ul<. Th.t conAi<t ....."""".r

worked ilOoOlf out OV<1" • p"rlirul.oT i"",,: !he form \lI, t raaol co-<lP""'bOn .ho~kl uk,

Tho pror;T. m""" of ,.... ""\iCYt. o.rod .1", Cf'SA Nd mony poin.. of similorHy. "!l>...

Youth Lc..gue. in ;",i"ing on the ....hOJloi! ~i. 01 block opp.<"Sion in South Alr.",,_"guN

tho. black South AI,;"... ", ..Uer NIle,..] opp<ns;on in common M Ih lhoo..:>d. ond

millions ofop~ Coloni.] P""pln in o.hH p""' of lhe WOT:.:!.- Morwver. I.cml><d.

' 'P'ed: -Alt., N lioul &..edo.... u,.n _ i..oIiJ....... ln ,IUs he WI ' p i.'IC.'d by ....hty !~ ~"

• 1.oW)"" &nd leading Youth 1A'~lM'r. "''''' a rgJ><'<l lh.o\ ,he inl,.,r.;l> oIlhe ""OS of AI"" ...,.

(OUld b.o p.ot«l<'d only by ' w .....bli.h"""" of • """ d ..........oq . r>d • ju.1 >cd .:

on:l ~ By 1951 Md. ddir>c<l '.. ju•• >O<i..1old.,.,.. In ~nns 01 ' full poIili...l <ontrol by Il,~

....". p""...nlS . r>d in.~I1O<IU ..h · «><nbinlld wi.h 'w liquiJalion 01 u pi,..h"",· . nd

·oq 1 di>lri1>ution of wu hll" - Wllilo lIIe ANCYL ... whool<o dOd •.01 ...p1W:;Uy .,..;1"'......
""";.1;..... Umb<d~ argu,,,f fh.o' · MOOn. . ... "",un lly soc;.li. tic a. illu.I" !N in lXi,

I"""'fo.. her.ld o. ,,' !'Ic1 in • no>W ~ra, th<' erRof African ~Iilm""

In ".s<:1'l«!. nollling in tile abo~ p<Og•• rnrre conflicIN willi "'" Cl'SA .Nly... 01 L'u::

.. ANCYL: M. nifrslO op.ci'_. p_3Ol3_

.. Lembedo: PoliCY op.ci~

" IbloL p.J23.
.. ibM! . (~mplla.i. in OrigiNI).
" A.i', Mda, S""rmrnl to 1M YO"lh1.Nt;,~ of ConM' in 1nllundll y. I ...tu, 21~19019.
.. A,P.MdI; n..., ANi w a (nd,l 951J ,;(,1 G<1"1Io": &"k Pow!'! in 5o,,'h AIry (c..;"o,~.i.

1978) p_I30;md 1'.7.
.. ibid .



act. pled th~ pn macy 01 1M ... tlon.1 qU<"lion following ~oplion 01 a 1928 Comin«-m

ttIMi. which p~ Soutll AI".,. wiL~ in tile ambit of ·colon"l.nd "",,1-«Ilon;al <cUM";...:

.n i.....epcnd...l naiiv. Soulh Arrie"" rq>Ybllc . , ge toward , • wo,""'" .,<1
pea..nt>' "'Pub1;':, witll full "lu.l right> for 011 ..., b1..k. rolou:,<<l .~ whll. ...

The vision 01 . sod.h,t "",olulion lO\;; ng~ in pha.... ""'...t 1h.>t the CT'SA prob'1" """"

1o'l\c1y tollled witll Umb«l.... vi,;on 01 tlon.ol TOvolution folIowE'd by (AInc. n) """, . h. m.

finally, "'" CT'SA accep ted til. PT=i J""ition of the m c in the ... tiona! [ Wooon

'lfUggl• .

n... Al'';C'rL wllh • belief ·in 1"" unity 01 all Afri(-an. {rom t,,", Medil ....."". n $0. in

1,,", Nort/1 to 1M Indi. n and AlI. ntic Oce.n, in "'" Soutl~· ..w the 'trugglc for t<;wJ

right . .. part of • pan- AIlican anli.rolon"l movement." For the a'SA, lhe no ti<rn th."

black South Ahia... w""' roloni.lly op p....ood was.t 1u'1 implicit i~ \he 1m siog>n. iht

ide. 01 intemol ""lor';"li, m w•• hinted . t bu t "'" dcv~lopod by Cl'SA :nunb... [d~'"

Raux in 1928,

li n South Atrial we ho,'~ : while Murg~~i• • nd • whi t. ori'lOCfOCY of lobo••
living in til. same """ntry legel..... with an nploiled ",lonial P"'U"" IJy. H..... til.
p" Mid pation of "'~ w<lfkc of the rubng ( 1.0.. in u." .'pl\>ltotoon of t"" colo~:>1
workcn Is ""ry . p"....,nt tM ~.ploil.l bon O<'Cu~ ""INn the COfIfin<... 01 • l ingle
country."

C.ughl up in 1M la<:tio...ll.m of tho 1928-1935 pt'riod, and t~f,... in the Populo. Front

by the a'SA until 1he period und".,. >tllCly.

The Politks of NO= old.lism,

The above dilC\l,oion . hou ld Mt imply thot then> ....... M din"""",.. between the A.o.;cYl

of \he ANCYl / a'S'" (on n.ct. As we hav. ........ the CT'SA . wik h hom opposillon 10 _ "'"

portKip.o tion in the ...:<>nd world W.f follo" ;ng lhe inv. oion 01 the 5ov;et Union g.......ted

.. Quoted in Bunting: KOla '" op.cit.. p.31.
" ANcYL ManHO IO: op..i t., p.308.
" Quoted in IllJ nbng ' KOlane op.cit., p.35.



"
wKI"p"'ad hosn hty." Thr C!'SA .'P"""d<'d much omcrg'! dunng ' ho- wOT in populari, ing

tl>e 5<>viet liruon .:><I wu ""'" by the A.,\;CVL to h.o ...., an agendo which ,tre1ch<C beyond

.... ' ;0""1 h b<'nhon and wao in/armed by .. ''''''';&n i<:ooIogy' o , in& 'method . ar>d t.>cb<>

which migh. hove 'uete«led in 0''''''' C(l\lntri.., like Europo.-

Tho is."" On ..hid, Youth uague . u.picion of 'ho CJ"jA came to Iocu. ""'" d i"",~y

w as the fonn thot T~.l1y intt'gfOlod . lrUetu .... should till«', Thr CJ'SA w..~ to

avoid the .........,:;en<l' 01 .. "'dally e><clu>i vt' At,.;""" N lioNli. m whio<h would """"'''' and

n:t.>rd tM d....,mr;gl•. The CPS" in ,..... 1940. str<-s;ed the ....,...;l /01" .he l:b<n~on

'lfIlggl. 10 he waged by • trood I""" o f o rg.ani..Hono led not by , '''' bl~k bourg..:>'''.

but by ' ,he d.'HOnsc;"... W(>'kcTs and ""'''1'1'' of tho ""lion. l group ocn"" rned" to • •

to !OS,"" c1~nsciou, "'d ol unity.· Wh ile both lh< .u.;cn.and the C'SA ""r;ed /0< l""
devclopmenl of tho ANC. ,,-, Communi"1'.",. . upponed tho .""'rs<'''' 0/ • ho>d fronl

of o .gani...bons lif'l<luding !he A~C) "'Pl'('>Cn tin& Afri. . .... INlions. Colou.-..d • •nd m de

u nion.... In co-<>ptnhon with such an alliance, the C1'SA <'OUld

. any out lIS t••k 01 Ioring . he 01.0.. purpr;»n of rOC<' opp iofI. crealing a
wo<h..g d ... consciou brooki" g down national p",judk and pro viding
Io~~hip in I~'" strlJggle for s.:>ciali, m.·

In addition. as Lodge I>n nol<'d . joint C:>SA/ Io.NC ""'mbe" ....joyed "'" . uppm of

"'" Youlh t.eagu~ call for a com~te ei<'Ctoral boycoll, while ~ _~ pragmalk A.' ;C

load......p~ C rsA eoll, for broad uni ty ill oppo.il1Orl to racial diloCrimi bon. A. we

have """'- bbd< vnily i..."....,std ....' h ocl ly ill tho l>te 1940s. 111 1'/041 Docto... Xu Naic_

and ~oo. "'P""""'hllg 11>0 ",",C. Natal Indian C""grn. IM Cl and T",,,"v 1 Indian

Congress mC! Tnpectively••isr.<!d lho ·DcctO/'$· Pact· w h;c h aettpted "w, " ":"""'Y of co­

operalion~ the non-£"""p<". n pcoopl.,. and othef d~moc..1k fo'''''' 10, IN, attain""""

.. See chaplCl" I .
- "',""cYl..:~ op.ci t.• 1'.330.
• 1950 c.nlral Commin"" Report op..l!.
• See Th. Gu udl.... 9+1941. 1'.1 : Report on O'SA Ann....1 Confc~,

~ 1949 CI'SA C.... lral Commil l<'<: R"I"'rt: in Bunling:~ op.cll . 1'.155.
• Lodg~: Black T'olha op..;l . 1'.29.



of boUle hUINn rights...- In 1"% ,t>c ~IC bopn '0 mobili... oupPOrl lor • po..."'~

resi. .. n.,;, ",mpoigt'l . g.ins' the 'Ct>cll<> At( ...·hich I..' ed fo< ,,.., ye....nd ...w o""r ::'Q:Xl

....i ...,.. of . ll ra"", !;>r<'domi""n,ly Indi.n) impriO<>1'l'>d . bl1ies.nd publio~nr beg. n

to be hold unci the joOnt . u.p;e.. of tho Amc.on .nd Ind ..n em"'.......... well os the

!Colou red) Amc PeopWI Org.ni,,' ion,~

. ppn>Kh." The '..d..,,;Np of the u.gu~. ho v... wOO d",...... u.:re.lingly from the Llltcr

c.!<'gory. compri.injl; men who :a«e;>ted "' rKiaI C<KIpention whH~ laying ,,""'. on

,he een,...lity Of . I lfOJIg African "" i.,...li>l organi..tion . In 1'>46 L.rnbede . ..,ed ,hat co·

openrion bl"tween AITic."" Ind i..... . nd Colou.e<! , ' o n only ..b pI..,. to.tw..", Afric. n.•

•1 • • ingle unit . nd other Non.Europe. n G"'ups . . ...... r.t~ tlnits."" The ANcYL endo:"S<"d

The! Cl'SA hod Hldorsed • l imil.r poIi~on in 19-0. calling for ..,..r,1<: "'i....i.. tions

ropreso:n~ng Amc...... Indi. ". . nd Colou""' .. eo-orc! i...!t'd., rog;on.l.nd ""tion.>l ,"ell "

With !he ri... of ,lie Youth L.'gue .nd ,lie sprt'oding inr.~ of il' "'1>0""li.,

pmgr.mme. IIow~~, IIIe O'SA in<Tft. ingly ,uFportod tile id• • 01 one INSS org.nisation

with which il would <<><>1""" '0. At tho end of U..., d""':e, in ill 1950 C<'nC".1 Co..,.,m;n ..,

Report, the C/'SA o Iled lot tho> Ir.""fonnabon 01 the nilbng ""P"fI~ ... b"".11

orgaN"'nons

1"'0 • revnlut ionary pony 01 workers. peasan!>. intelleclUOII .nd pctty l:o>urgroisi("
linhocl togeth in • 6nn org....i...tion _ guidod by • defir.ite f"Cl;..rnrne 0/
" ""U le .g.i t .n fOnnl of flcUl d,ocn""lIOtlOn in .n..nce WI,h the m,o-
eonsclOtl. Europe. n WOTI<e...ro:! in,d le<rual.."

• ANC popers; AD1l89/5 /F. 1I7: Joint D«I.ubon of Coope••bon. ~l-1947.
" Soc chapte. 2.
n Soc Kan<: !:!m.::! op.ci~ , pp. I06-I07.
n tr.rbodO' f2!.ia. op.dL
n ANCYL:~ op.cL. p.32'J.
"Cl'SA: N. lj"".1 M0!!'l!'t!\U Op.ciL. p.' I'roposal l : ·W• •hould Itri~ fo1" 0.... Org.N..tion

for ...h of the th~ raci.1 puups. L:nity . rnon, these g""'p' , hould be bolod 01\ 1M !>I;si. of •
jo,nt Committ"", l:o>th on ....bo ....1 and l'\'g;"1I01scale,·

n 1950 Ccntr.>l Commi tt"" Report op.cil.



"The lang....g. of ,he "'pori imp='" and ufld<,ar . For '~.e You lh te. g"". 110"""0'1". n

impliod lhe ... ation of a no", ;;"'1 organisation . nd >ervod lO .........e th." "'1<"'''''' (01 ,~.

CPSA .pp""",h h> I"" in l"S. alion of ,true"'""" Ao a r..ul~ tho '1untion of ..cial c.,.

ope... tion _ ,ho' i,. tho fortn ,hoc r.....1 «>-<>I""abo n . hould ..ko - bcufN .n issue 01

.",,_ hon boew""" ''''' Youth Leagu. and lhe Communi.. Parly.

n.., ",,"'n' of this ..,.,m.... t>:-u"", app.oTffOI in I.... C'SAIANcYL diopu", 0""' " '" 19-1A

Peopl.·. Ao..mbly for \'0'"' for All." In 1!141:1 tho Tr...."..1 bra",h/!< of ehe A."c. C!'SA.

APO .nd nc prop:>OCd the • • 1I ing of a nonracial """'Plo', Ao..-mbly .. . ....,~I'\S of

highlighhng ehe f...",hise i"ue on tho """ of eho g.......1 . I......ion. As ..... ha • • """"- U-...

Iu..-mbl~ """n boca...., . . .. ghe up w;lhin lho ANcYL/ O"S'" conili<e. Youlh w gu... on

tho ANC Tran,,,• • • £.=0". commill'" ded anod I"""'",h.". willing co ~acip"'" in lI-.•

Aosombly only if lho o'g. nising «>mmiU... was ...trictod 10 ,ep..",ntae".". of I..... A."lc.
TIC.nd "'1'0 _ in ot hc"r _s. acccpang co-<>pO'f. aon bo" .'"",n ""tional organi",,,,,,,. t.ul

Ao .........11 of Youth !.Lague .gi\.llion. tho "'NC mused 10 officially porl;,;;p, ,,, in tho

.......mbly. Tron,,,ul "'NC Pn'Sk\one C.S.R.imoh.lnoe l.oeOT faced • mol>On of 1>0 CIl~Cf>CO'

for i..uing ' .\.11.""",1 in .upp<>rI of eho Ao......bly." Tho po int .t i" oo ..... . no! """" . nb-

eommoni,m. Rathc'r. a, 10.... ' lUdelll Nebon M. nd. 1a of tho T...........I ANC E-.. ti.e ' a•.<I

• \e.oding Youth L>.gu. """"berl moJe .1.., in a """'" al'T'i<'<! by n, G_d....

1M Wo,king COmrNtl<'C of Ih: People's ..........t>ly had Invited t"" Alrian ",._1
Con~s 10 ..nd d . leg.teS 10 L.... lu.>esri>Iy. TI>e ....N.C. E'OC\Iliw w" ~I. In
opposition 10 u..~..l alms of tho Peoplo's~y. bu t felt Ih.I I il ...... being
,omrnon<'d In .n incoTn'<1 ner. In IN t tho cst.abl"hed ....rionol arp ni"'•..",.
......, being by-passed .". nw: 011- of tho """'PI.'. As bly had d .pu>o<t from
... .~ rnc1hods••nd ltocre 'u'picions t....l • pen " t · unity ....,.,.,..""'1·
wa, being formed."

The 1m d ash borw""" the ANcYL .nd O'SA is impor'tant in two reop<-:IS. Tho

Aosombly di'pul~ highligh'od the way in ....lUch idc<>logical d iffe<eN:n w..... bc;n~ lou~ht

~ s." . hol'le1" ]
" Tho Guardi... 29-1-1948. p.5.
,. Ibid.



out o",'r the i..ue of 1\Of\r;tCi"'ism " fIOt . imply O<l the bo. i. of YOUlh Leaj[U<' ra,e,sm or

~~I,,';vily, but be<;au,.. mo,.... towards ""nrac'iali, m w"'" ""'" I<) be part of 'n (d<'OIob)'

..hi~h .tnos...cl ~I.o.. . bov~ -." al'ld """,Id retard the erncr;;~ 01 • Slrtmg Ainun

Nat ioNI CongTeU. Although . number 0/ .lrand. 01 though! """,,,isted within the A..""CYL

includi,,& an ti-<'omrnunism ~ =Iu:li..., N hoNl ism, ito l<<Adon included mm su~h a,

OIi_ Tamb<>, W. lt... $i.ulu and Nelson M. nd<'la, who led lhe C""'V"'" Alli• ...,.. in the

19500. n..;. p>s ilion in SOR'C' dog'ft p'",1I~11ed thot 0/ Cf'SA "",mbl'l' James Lo Cu"," ..'110

ti"t pn>p>sed the N nona! <kmo<T. 1ic 'lrUggl< .. t.... initial pIwoe of a soci ...ill ~luli""

in the 1920s- From dilh........t penpxtivn, bo th smssed the fact that, a, the Sim<>ns put it

with rd~ to Lo c...rno,

equ.lilY ~ould he achieved Ollly w","" Ahi<ans wl'l'l> p>"",rtul ~nough 10 ..i n
....p<>c1. from the whilt.-l."

Seml'ldly. ..... d i. pu t< ",l1crtc<l the way in wh;ch ANCYL innUl'l'"<.'e w. s g"'wing withi n

lhe m e. n... League Iwd initi.lly "" it",,1f • ~ to Ii..., year ptCg"''''''''' 1<1 ~hang.

Congtt"l'-, bul ov... the ",,~I tou' J"'" the ANC ",""e h:w mov,.. Io....th d loping a

m.o" N "" or ro<I icalising ito rnol !>od, 01 opposilion. AI the ..me time. 11 1....

mo....."""'! ".as org.niS"<! by M~ftU into 1"" Sofu onJu, party and conl<'Sli.<l Advi..,')'

Board oI«tions. the AOr ga it>ed ""P""""lOtion on the Nali...,~"Ii ..... Council wiL~

lhe clO<lion of r aul MOIO,",. and the CI'SA • • iendod ilS 10wnslIlp 11.0..,. By 1904ll L.... Youth

League doscribo<l its to, k in more as"""i..., terms:

f rom ..... Vl'l'}' outset. the C>ng.... Y<Klth Le. j[U<' od i!xU. ;n.... alia, the hj, lCri~

tos k of im parti ng dynomic ",bota...,.. and tNl.... to ..... o'g''''sational fo,"", eI the
A.N.C. This took the .tonn of • forth right ..pooition 01 N. tional L bl'I'alo')'
ou~""k " Alncan N........lism . which \he Youth Le.j[U<' b 10 i"'PO'" on the
Mot h..- Body."

In . privatt lot\lOl", 19f8 te.gue I'Te<ident Mda acknowled~ that . dosh bofw",n the m c

and the Youth l..-ague w. s "in!:vitabl.· be<;.ause "the C>ngr... Sonio. lI!ade nhip ro-fl«ts the

dying ord... of p"""do-libc-r.!ism and ronserva ~.m, of . ppra.........t and romprntni-.-

~ Simons and Simon" Q~ op.ciL. p.~.
.. A.."lCYL: Manif""19 op .<iL
~ ANCI'L: C2!io: op.ciL. p.327.
.. A.I' .Mda to G.MJ'it;o 24-3--1'>48, in Kans: l::!2s:!!: op.c:il. pp.319-l20.
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Parado.icol ly. how......,.. as ......>,; CY L p'W<"I' .nd influ",""" ";,h,,, ,I>< """>,;C ~_ in \lI.

la,~ \940.. older ANC ",.den """"alo<\ • p""p"<'dn~.. to wo'~ ""; ,h C"',,",u ni.lo. n..

Le.ogu~ failed in \945 .nd 1947 in . nempt> to ho"" .11 Cl'SA men«.. ........"ed fmm

ConS""'s. whM Commurn...."d 01';'" 1<ad..... jointly outvoled ,.... A..>';CY\. CJI ~ fo• •

00ym1l of . 11 ~IOCli o....." Non. t.... lfoo.. You\ll L-'guen incrN'ingly <:><cup>«! importont

"",ibo.... will" n the p,o,.;""..L SlruCh>"" of \lie ANc. and by 1941l w""" .~fiicl<.1'ltly

enm:",,!>ed to ..op ANC p.>n>cip.>hon in ,I>< Pt:OpI ~·. Aoscrnbly. By 1949. Ihe Luf>\IC w••

po w....ful <'fIOugh 10 i"'i " !h.ol eTw::0"""",,,1 01 the Progr..."", of ""I>:>_ olIould be •

p=;ondibon fo, el<'C\ion to the po<l of r"""idcnl.v:n....l 01 ,I>< We. At the 1~9 A." C

Annual Collkl'<'A<'e. ,I>< L-. gu<' .uccl.'<'<!ed In ou.b" g Xum. from I.... posl and """'lin~ the

el",bon of Dr.!.""" Mo"'••• whil~ ANCYL "",mbe.. Md• . Mbob.>. ~jo,'g_, NIj<, T.m~

. nd Si.ulu w= ~l""ted to the ANC Nali.oN1 E""""llve Corntnit,<,< (5;.ulu in ,he imp<>t'l. n'

post of SocT<1ary<ien<'r.I1, Two ~a .. lat.... You,h L-.guen w""" .bl~ to n=<w~

A.W.G.o...m";o" as Prnidon, of m., ANC In N.tal, oeculing in hi. pl.oco IIW .~"t.on of

While Ih You,h L-. guo gn.>w In lntporwt... . nd Inllu",""", within t.... A~C. the

fo."'"", of tho O'SA doclinod "'''. <'dly. Following the 190«> Afnc,on min"" . lI'i. e, the

19411. WIll.... w. n ime .upport 1M ,he> C'SA d;",~.n>d .. th~ Cold W.. g..t~"""<I b ....

• nd org.nl"'ho ....uch .. lhe> 5pringbo. lqion, f';"nd. of the Sovid Union . 1Id the Lt~:

Book Club <'it","..,. .hu nk 0' dl..ppcon>d• • long ..ilh thC'i....rtime . bi1ily ' 0 .....h . la16<

• <Onttrlod bid for ..hi .... ..." lUng class . uppon. The ..uc1<.s on 1M Cl'SA by both the

Unill.'d .nd N.>ho....li" Party governmrnlS ....Imi....ted in the Suf'P""'S;on or Communi.m

ACl of 1950 which ou lla..od th~ O'SA.1Id any dcctline · which . im. 01 blinging .bout 'n;'

politiul. indu, tri.al• .00.1 0' ""onomic chong. wi,hin the Union..... fi....Uy. \h."", of I.~e

ANCYL threa'ened 10 ",m.".., O'SA infl i,~in the ANC. The C'SA/A.-.;t'r1.d i'p"t,

(OV('f'<'d • number of Inl""""'od f. eto Cen".ol to It-.> c!i'put. ....... a gn>wi:'lg .m.,•

.. Wol,he: N.~ on.h,,,, op..i" , p.351 .

.. Quol<'<! in Kan" H"p" o,.. il., p.~29. n ,~ .



pla<o<l on c1~" 'Inlggl~ by 1M CrsA in ....<wn to the .ppa."'" ri'" oi.n .nri~mmuniOl

P"'lty.bou.gO'Oiw in II>;> . hopo 01 1M Youl h wgu<. Morwv<:T, on ,.... albal I. ...... of

.p~es 10 IhI' ... ho ...1 question ond ",I.olio'" wi'h ... tio....1 org.niwt:ion., dill""""""

. ppe;o' to N"~ <"",,00<1 wi'lun the CJ'SA.

The crSA and Nlttiond Demcxr.lk Struggle. 1947·1950.

...' ;0...1 ,""v""","1S in South Afriat. Redu".,.J to ilS .impl<>t <k.....",lS. tho diff<T<:T'C<>

",volvo:<! . ",utld lho! <mpN';'; laid o n 1M pl~ of <1.0.. 'Inlggl< in m.,;on to tho ...bon;al

'Inlggl< w. ged by 1M ANC.tId SAIC. Diff<n:n<n tn01'OOV<f "",...led tl'>e..-lv,," to . 1.'7;<

..."",t in regiONI!'!"",. with t.... CJ'SA in the Ca"" diU"";ng from t.... N.III.tId T..",,,..I

TlIr h<ad qu.rt""" of 1M CrsA hod boon moved from IhI' T.~""v...1 to Copo To wn

following the inl<.....1 vki"itud<o of 1M 19300. A. . ....ul~ bolh lhe [.«>olive and Cent..1

Commilte<'O WE1"< domi ...ted by Co""nuni .1S from !hi' w<'Olt'f1I Copo. ThJvughout the 1.01<

1940<, lh< T..nov. ;aI wilhou' "'X<'S' O'X<t"ted p-...... for a 'SA h<adqu.rt= to bo ......m!'Cl

to johann<>burr;. .rguing thot 1M «II"" 0/ politi,"1 d~vei<>pmen.. wo. Ioc:oted in lhei r

"-'8ion.- MOR p<rt inently, crsA """"ben in the T..",,,..I . nd N.tal (. nd """" In lhe>

C.""I .rgued tha l lhi' Cop<' lud......hip ",,,,,.I<!d ' 1' . pproa<h to lhe tllbono! 0'1ani..ho",

tha t groundOO<l in ·traditioNl cun«pl> oi Communi.. P.rty I<tivity· .tId did r.ot

·ad«i ~ly und......tond thl' nahor..1 ""'''''tnC1'lI.-

TlIr dilfering <mphasn p1«ed On <Ia" and .... tional .truggle by ~~ Cop<CJ'SA 'pp".t

10 ha"" ....ullod f"'m 0 number oi fa<ton. FitOlly, 1M Copo Town branch of the AN<: w••

• mall . tId ...u k In <onlt.Ol wi' l\ .imi l.o. «1\,," c1_ ",,",. TN. "'.. in pa rt the ....ult o f

drtn<>y'phi< f. <to.., Copo Town b<'ing the only «n"" w~ Aft'", .... we« • minority.

in addition to whl<h migr.nl IoM U..... n\Ido up • I.orge put Of the African popu!atiof\.

.. In t<:rvi...... with Ru. ty Bern"";,, p_42.•nd Bon TUl'Ok (1 988), It.'''<ripl ppA-6.

.. In t<:rvi.w with Ru.ty Benul<ln. p.50.

.. 11'10'''''''.... Wltl\ Ben TUl'Ok. p.12.



A> Dpe CPS'" S<-cTo'MY Fred Cam....,n put it.

.he ~"'"tyof the pcpulo~on W<'fe colourf'd••down in Cape Town. And thry wor~

am",Io~. they h.od """n ...<,n orglrn""" k>t Y"">5, they w~ u>«l1O pol'tlCip"~ng

in tr>d.. ~n>O'" Ind \he whole ."""'pheTe WIS diU.......' down in tho Cape. So
<'l't1.Itnly. lo/>Mlnesl>urg and Do,l:in.nd !'on El,...be!h. ~ w~ <,>ell o>F'""'''"& in
• diffun,n, pcli~callmbi""",._~

n... up" Town branch 01 tho ANe w.. Io:d by Thorn.J. Ngweny.. ...1'0 101... w atl«<l

closely with II><> libeTal Party." L>l di ng C""gtt"lS Ind Youth ~'p>l" p<nOnolinn~

con"""tntod in tho Tn. .... aal and. 10 I _ .·,eI..... Notol. By comporioofl. tho G'SA in

Cap<' Town ...",.ed witll • •mall ANe d I n oYen . "",ller y"",h ~gue. In M1dilOOn.

lhe Colourt'd population was po' ti.lly r..nchi>ed . nd h.od • long ITild ihOn 01 'ndc

unionism.r>d .he Cope CPS" f.o<:ed competition from org. nisations ouch u tlle NEl,lM Ind

the CoIouf<'d People's Ni h" ",,] union.

n... maiO'" pohb'al N'U"" of .he l.1te I~ w...... Iorgoly ""'11M oul will. " the

Transv,""l ANC, whe", Youlh we""" . b.iled with ANC /CPS ~ "" r< I """""

of inililtiV<'S inclu<!i"l\ the Pcop\<'" As",mbIy." lading Tr.o.nsv l CPSA """"bon such IS

Mlr..... Bopop"'. MoIutwny...... 1100"",_ OO<loo and oth<n wor~od wilrnn Il'o: Congrn.

movm>c'flt ~nd .upponed movn to rodic~li.. the AN< ~nd SAIC. CPSA p:>!itin in tile!

Transvaal was to ~ "'rv ntmt bou~d up with Congrno politio. as CommunUt r atty

rnemb<n "'j«"led U><' s.trand of e.c1u.ive Nbo...li.... wilkin th<> ......CYL w1lilo IUfpCIrtl f'l&

the milita"'Y It ;n~ into 1/\. ANC. Blad< CIII'I"'unnt rany member> lnyolve<! in

Con~1 politico c~f.'d al "'adinS crsA pct>ONliti.. In tho Transyaal and Nalal.

Unli ke tho Tranl yul crsA, 1/\. domiNnt p""""Nlitios in I.... Capo ......... wbi~. AI

Cap< O'SA rnornbct B.-1I Turok put It. in contrast with tho Capo. !ohannosburt

was. d iff.......t world. In Cap< Town tho wh ilOS Wff< tho 11ronS..1 pononalib...
~round the G"",din • y<lu (fl uid On two handl Y,id< out • good nuri:><:T ot"
intellectuall . wry • •pori<n«d political ad... - xk Simo.... Brian Bunting.
Urne«>n. Ray AI"""nd..... whole group of thorn. Whoml tho Ahicar. gr <>Up wal
..... n. ;....p<ri~. and ",uch los. senior...

~ Into:nri<w wilh Fred Ca.........n {l9881 transcript p.28.
.. s.. chap;.,r 8.I ." Fo. ANCYL/ CI'SA cla.hos Oy", tho 1950 DeI.nd F_ Sp«<h Con~lion. "'" L>dgo: 81Kk

Prol tie> op.d l.. OIapt... 2.
.. In' ......i<'w ","h Bon Turok. p .6



TI>e Co!"-"b.a...... CT'SA E. """n"".nd Central Convnitk'o"s ........, ~orrj "" c.dy ..Mo. which

.dded Iu. l to You,h l..oo.SUe .tlOck> on ·f.,....;gn· boo",,.. of ..",.Afnan id""login.~ To

oomr "IMI. the don, i""nce of ..hitcl in the Cope . r.... from tt... l"'liricol v.ti ' ·itios

und<'TI.lken by the Cornrnun;ot r ..rty in Core Town. ..hich dil/....-d from th""" 01

Communi. " el"'..hen-, A. FI'<'<I Co........n p"t it hod 10 lOiler our ' PJ"t'"Ch. it hod

10 be comp1eloly difiOl'l'r',t in the diff"""'t .", nd ,., it ......- Cope Town ..... the

hoodqu."= of TIK C....4.... Oot.. publi ohod .. TIK Oorio• • 1'''0 Wa-J4. ~4...""• • nd

N..., ~g'), TIU' C_4"• ... . . lcltwing ....wspopet ..hkh focu>oed or. Ilw Sll"~ggle . to;n'I

••cial diocrimiN lion . nd c. m ed ....... of the Afric.n .nd In,lI.n C""!"'JOft . nd ,, 'ho.

OIpni..tion. 1.rgely ignored by moin>troom wspop<1". It.lomp O>I'dt.lt'ntly

prc-Soviel . nd . nti·A:n<1i<.n. In ~e k le 19-10$ TIu! C.....4"• ..... edited by Cl'SA Omu. l

Committee mombc1- 8M.n Bunting. .nd ito ed il<)Ti.ol board compri..."d many IeadinS Copo

crs mben. A 1.rs. numtocr uf crsA mrmbrn WOTI<c<l for TIK C....,...... •• journa l;;"

and in Ilir-S the .......papel'. TIu! C......... .... in 1t",,11 .....jor focuJ of ac~vily .••

CPSA mbc-r !len Turok put i~ .you ~. joined Tlot C_ii:. when you p roC'd tho

mo.........-nt; ... you jcin«l rr.. ClIO'."'. and ito cime.-

lackins • >Irons ~ongtt'SS ~. 1...... focu. of CPSA activity in \..... Cape " u
divided bel"""", TIK C....,.• .", . nd ...,x unio!'l work In ..hich R.oy "" >ander. J.me>

Phillips and ot h.:.. had 1>........ involved fOIl INny yeM' . A thil'd diOl'i"tui' hi,,& feal" ", cI

C' pe v.tivity ... . continued .nd . ucc.... lul pon;<!potion in po.liam<nIOI)· and pt'Ovi nci.1

coYnal ol«lion.. TI>e ... rti.... 010<10.-.1 OUCC'OS"'" of the crsA bad dt" !'P"",ed .:_h<-To;

in Ilw Cape the 0'5'" continued to win .... " "" the city council• • nd in 19i! " 'On tJ-.•

Cope W...t..-n N.Ii"" Ropre><'fltaliw . nd Provincial Counci l _ ts.

n.. politicol milieu . in ..hkh C. pe Communi>! P.rty ...."t>e" """"<i .... in " .. ..y

" ' Y' dilfun:onl from ebo:wheTe, o..balt'S in Ilw ""...adal Fofum Out>. tho Africa a ut>• •1Id

.. Ol' the 17~trons 1950 Centr.1 CoIl'lmi".... 10 ..~ wlule. For . n adnowI«lSen-e" t of
cntici.m of tho racial com::!:. i""n, . ... T... ,.,n T,;" l «>110:<';"'" A0 1812 Ev.I.l-6· lock 50"""""
E,onomic< .nd rol'liQ in lh AIrK. (lc!clurel 1Id.1954. pll.

~ Intorv>O.. with Fred Co""""n. p.28.
.. lntervit.. with Ben Turok. p -5.



in org. ni.. li<ms such . s \he Modem You ,h Society, CC'ftlm On d..s st"'gg~.nd ""'lili",..

belween Communists .nd Tro lSkyi' l<,- The .....jot id«llogic.J <onnkt r",cd by tI>e Cl'S~

in D p" Town w. s nol with ...lio...li" Youth LNgu«n, bu, with 1M M."'i<l-.cu.....

TrolSkyist f\,'E\,I~, lhe fNjo. p<'libc. 1 inl1u<1\Ct .mong Coloum tntrllectu.J .. NEI."M

in!eU<:'<lUal••uch •• !lenny K;n . nd K"""y Jorda.an ptodu<ed 0 su,tained "';rique of

nalio...l st",ggle .nd il. supponen (indudi ng lhe CI'SAl fo, having ' •• [thei,l objKliV<'

the triumph of capilalist d~,-

Some CI'SA members in 1M C.p" e>prns.od ,i mila, opinions ~.rding the limilalions

.nd d.nsers of ...lionali,m. Fm:I Comeson h.. nolftl thaI

it w" not only Ille. communists that did nol ....., thinSs,., lha, ".~" s 0 olnlU k
fOT ...tional hberahon, AI"".... them>elvn did no! see il .. de.rly •• !hey ....., it
now.-

whethe. of lhe p:'OS""'0ive or impori.li"ie kiN! , i. inti..... tely bound up with the hi.lOry

of c.pi l>li.m ... •nd the ri... of bourgeois dern<>c:acy.~· He COfItinuad:

Communi,m io no! nocu...r.ly the .nli!""'io to N.lio li. m. I' ;' the . nb''''''i, to
Copitali ' m. But " mu",. be mnc:mbem:l thaI ti>e Ii of capitali.... Is clo;e\y•...".a."'" with N.IIONh.......

5i"",,,, . rgued lhal •...tio...li. m is prosrnoive in "" /., as it Is .i""'" . t the ••,,,,,,,,.1 01

di.rnmiNli(>n.nd lhe achievement of democracy' , . l lhe wne lime, ho_ _ , ...tiotIOh,m

·c.n be ...ploiled by . n .gg.....ive movernenl di"",ood tow. rds lhe supprnsion of . noll>er

gTOUp o. n.lion....

A Slmila ' vi<-wp<>int was s!rongly tyXlenl ln the 19.50 Cl'SA Centr.l Commiltft ",pon,

which olro>Kd that

Sou th Africa is entering . p<'riod of biu.. nalio...l eonni<.'l.._ Ot . 11 sides the
nationa l . nd racial divisions . re \>cins emphasised .nd the realiDn of !he do..

- In,,,rviews with !len Turok, Amy ThomlOlt .nd Other>.
.. T",. ",n Tri.J (011«';01': AD1812 Ev2.2/E1. I : Kenny lord...n:

in Soulh A frica? p ,4.: fONm O ub: ,ium th N. nal
Diocu..ion IfON m O ub joumal ) for the relev. nl penod.

... InterWw wilh fred D me><>n. p.31.
... T...."'n Trial col_I" AD1SI2 Ev.l.l.6: Jad< Simon>: l.&o!.!.!J; nd.I9S4. p.1S.
:: SimoN' Ewnomi" O,p.<it, 1.7{emphasis . dded ).

Simon" lectu'! 01'.<>1" p.l .



"
dh'i.i.,ns . '" b<-lng obKul't'd.."

In .""h • "_Ii",,. ,.... Rcp:>" ",~, · r.. tio....li.m " «d no. be .yn<mym<lu, wil!>

raci.li.m. bu l it can . void beIng '10 only if it ''''-ognion the d ... . li,,,,,,",,,1> tNt cui 0<;'10..

!he ~I <I;";.",,,,: " The ...",.j to .....pw i'" do.. .....' gg:e w.. he;ghttrood by ,I><

~i<,,'l to po....... 01 the Youth k .gue. and , .... u ti"'COmmu ni' t .git. lion of Selop<' Them.>

and others w;tmn lhe ANC.... In ....~, ,...., CPSA (.tled on il> mcmbo.. to ' "",I<e ,

pn<~ of is. uing i........,.;li.1e and "'ticol COmment on !he n.'e""",lS 01 ,,,,, bourgeois

~.d<-n' .nd oi lIow "the bo urgooi, ele.....n lS In tho ...60....1 """,..."..,t>" ""'" Ilt.lcking

"the """ kinS d mo""m<'f'lt. ... tM r arty. Of •• odopllingJ , "":l'hve or hooh:,- . tolude

lei the ;n,ernoho,..l w<>.king doss 10"""....

In ""nln,t. the CI'SA in )oh.on bu rx dcbol O<! with \hos.e "'",gN in na t,,,,,,,I"1 . , ,"".

than cia.. polilic>. M _ ,,,,,-e " y loading~ of Iht Commu!li>l P.ny WO,t

.imulllnrou.ly ANC 0' SAle momben. Where loading CPSA .....mb"n in Cop'" T",..n

""'pha. iocd the pri macy 01 el. .. ,lnll\&lt. in the T•• lUvu l or><! Natal O'SA """"t.en in

!he Cong...... """"""'lit fought to provo II>< prty'. comrni ,monl to ....tiONI " "'" ]r. TI.c

Tron, v..], and in p.o.rti<ul.lr JON~'1;, wI. lhr anll'1! 0/ pohm..l dO'Ve:OY"""'u 'f\

$oulh Alma. Thi. wal ",n",lIO<l In CI'SA . <tivi ly In !h<' •.,pon. Thr squalle< "",."",,-nl>,

bu, boycott> and lho 1946 Afri<;." "'I""'" ,'rilLr h.Jd aU bo<1lloc.1t><l in the T..n.....:. n..,

T..n....] ANC .... , ~.,., I.Irg"'l and ....,., n<!;".] ANC bnn<h in U", country. AJ. "'e N ' '''

Corogn-<' mo..,m",,~ whl]e ~adi"S ........ben ...ere .1 lite ford""'l of ."""'p" 10 •• d",a\;""

\he ANC and SAlC. Q:nrr.l Co"'mill<><> IJrIJIbcr y u,uf Oadoo ..... a ~Id,ng ti", In lhe

TIC, ...lU<h with , "" NIC had . htd lIS """""",. ti"" Iudrnhip dUring Ilw: ..... ye 1Id

mo...."J inlO an . l1il n« with lhr ANC. n.., ANC in tIw: Trans. ..1 ..... 1o>d by ""'" ,...,h

a. ).B.M.rb Ind D.1'i<I Ilopope, joinl A!'IC I<.l'SA nw:-mbo:n.

BoJ'lf'<'. It we Nve 5ft."tt, .t>ttftdod in .....king B..kpa n Ioc. tion !he poli~col <m!>. 01

... 1950 Crnlr.J Commi"'-", Rcpon op.ciL

.. Ibid.
," Sc<: K>T'" t!s!B oo.(iL, pp,4(Jj-4O'J.
'" 1950 Co-nll".J Com;"i",... Ropon op.ciL



n
tho' Eo..t lUnd . a~d bli,h;~g lh.· crs... u \li e dOntiN!'! fora in il. F<'litic>; ho",,,,,...,

M "".t at , ho' ...mo Ii T,.n.v..1 ANC~wy and • rr>cmbet of IN- Youth L-.guc. Th e

orgl l'li ..tion.ol ,kilt, 01 J.B. ~l.rk> w ","" 1'rg<:ly ..",.;lite<! with tho .ucc ,tul .tay.• w.~ on

M.y Day 195iJ. wllich reo~lloo in IU. clKbon as T~",y..l ANC Pr...id '" ANC/O'SA

membeTs wo,~C!d cl<>ooly wi'" A.",C rr.-.ideM CS,lUmotw>oo" who ""prn .i linle ....P?"'"

fo< the idrologia l b.onlc .....god by the A."CYtosoinsll"" cPSA, d"~rocteri,ing u."S"'"
as ",,,,,,,""i, I"'lilici.ns w ho ]u",p on goin/; Imm p~ t<> pl.1", "",aching Cent''''' . "d

n.e T",,,waal A."IC. !>owe""•. WI ' \he polihr.l horne of 1.., !i~S Youth Uo16" 0

""""boon such os Nohen M.ndel. , W.l... Si.ul\>• •1Id Oliv<> ' Tomb<>, As . ......i l. \tic

"""met t>:lw,"," the Youth IAIg" .. . nd the O'SA WI' to. Ing. e><1....t /ought 0<11 in lh~

T.."..oal. Tho la,.. I~ lo. ........ ponc.al f"""""t ,..;thi" Ihe C01'lgt"". tnOYftnOn t, .. lI>e

ANC grew in >i.... and mili' ...,"Y .nd $Ought . :li.1\C'C$ willi Ind i.n and Coinun:d

org.ni..ti<>ns. In !hi> ,ilu>l,,,", . croni iT>g 10 Ru. !)' Bo.rrl.oin, T, an. vu l Ccmm unh "

........itive to t.'>e Cong'". mOv.........nt

began to ad ~,t the Party'. v;c,w, 01 the lig:oiflcance of the nati" nal bbc'ati""
mo"","""'t. It p/<><'ed the ... t".....1 hb<'rabon rno""rnent much more , n the /c,~fn>nt

than it had do....'~

nu. wa> made ..... i<-r at the end :;l tt.. d«ade a, lu ding :ncmbcn of tM YOUI!I Le.gu o

began to .how .ign. of changing thoi. fo....... hoItilily Iawan:!. bolh .....1co-opcrahon and

the CPSA.

Th.. nsolulion of tho: ANCYUCPSA conflict.

In the early 19500. the Youlh Uague began Ia diYlde InIO two (amp>; one mnain<d .lri<Ily

Atria lU$\, whi le the olher ,uPl"'n,~ nc>al <'O-<>f'O"&1ion in the !onn of the Congl'l'"

Alba..... In the ...me~ tho <on<eptual languoge of loading Youlll Lagu..... au'", to

..,.....,bIe that of the a'S... , pam ru lal'ly the Iangua~ of an ti.;ml"""'liom. By 19S1 Nelson

Mandela . ?Ole f~ly of tile ANC ·un<t>mprorni.ingly ..,.;.t!ingl the <:ffon> of imF"'rial"l

.. Karis; I:i2B op.ciL. 1'.41') .

.. The GuMdi", :9-1·1948. 1'.5.
'" InteroOtw wilh Ru. 1y B.>m. ltin. 1'.42.



Indo"",," and Toni,"'.~" AJ, l.t,nd.la. Tlml:<>. Sisulu Ind othen moved i~\(> J.,.d""hip

p"'i boM w;thi~ the A.",C ( ~'"I,:M" ""os «H>ple<l 10 ~ ANC NEC i~ 1950l. I."d""kip

of lhe 'Youlh ~IS"" 1""""'" 10 • yoo~g.. g...... tio~ of fort H..... in'e1I......I•• of ""ho m

ZKl.t.rth""", · ",n Joo> M. lIh<w> "".. lhe """I promi""nl.

AJ, w . l, he h...!>own. by 1951 Matth.... w., (I"'Tly linli.ing lhe Sooth Afrioan 'lnIggle

A<:cording 10 M'lIhew,. Alri""", _ '" cxploilt'd und.. capiuh"" In 'Ihe li",,1 ' ''g'' of

monopoly ""pil.1 go.... INd. ..."",ly fl"'.m"' ~ SupF'm for communi$! coun,"", .mong,t

"""" Yooth luguen g'<'w b<.'<.>u,," of the (I",r 0pp"'ilion to ...<i"" and . upport lOT

<!KoJoni..tion whi<h di'tingui'ht<I lhem from 1l1" .....tem roun,nn. Joe Malt"""" wrote

in 1952:

I mU""J I 1m p",uy led up m ll1lhe U.S.A.. Il'Koi, $lInd i. roll"n .r.cl the u)lern
N tioN lu ve b.,."", lhe W...I On the colour 1$.... *' I .• lhink AmericI Iu. 10$1
AI"""n fri"n'hhip. A' III a, lam co..........-d I will~h look EoS! wh.... rae<
dioerirniNlion i. '" lal:<>o llul il i , d•• crime by the stall'.'"

AI the ..me time. luding Youlh leago_", OUI in .upport of ......p.>rt ......,.,II<y

action, With Md•• IIopapo and othe~ MI " ""w, argvod llul lhe "!abou. p" ....... of It.>

Afl"iCOn prop!. ' w.. th" key 10.UC«!$$ in th" , tn>gglc.'"

n... ",1.ti"",hip lx,I" '""n Cl'SA . nd lhe ANCYl in the l.te 1'lo4Os.nd ".rty 19:500 WI '

d. ...ly ""'''' d)'N'mic than ,"rI.... in I"" d..:II;I.. .. I:<>th o'Slni"'\ioru undcrwOfll

.ignifieant duong.... During lhi. porI<>d .,,,,'" oe<:Doru of the Cl'SA adju,led their

undent.anding of ar.cl ",1. tioll$ wi,h \he ... riol\ll 0rvni..rion. a, """" OI'I\.n' ..lio....

boame in...,.,ingly prominent . rod Ktive, AI the ..me Ii...... the Youth ~.gu. WM i' ,

clunging. •nd AI',eYl m/"nbe.. ,och a. Mandell. Mltthew>. 5O...lu and othen i"",,",;ngly

ultl"ed lhe 1001. 01 M. n i. t 'Nll"i..

'" I';"l",n Mar.clela: 1953 T..ruvlll A.-';C~~ ,poech. In Bunting: KOllnf op.tit . p.l87.
'" I.M'llhe",,", 1951 ANcYl l'ro>id""lt. l Add" ·,, in Walsh<: N,tioN h,m "l'.ciL, p.J6l.
'" Ibid.
' M CAMr: R""I 12A:2 :X."l 6~ ; 47115; l.loIanhew. !O Z.X:,loIlll"""". 21).1).1952.
'" ibid,; "'" IUn,: l::!!.!B. op.<it., p,lll.).



A!. ""e ho,.., """n. ""me CPS... memben arp><:<l 'N' lhe .......C wos .n anll-n>mJ!''''''''

p" ' ty.bo" ' &<'<li. ",,~onolis' o'll.ni..,ion . ilning to mo in~in ,"pi ~l i.' Ttlotio~ in . non,acio!

society, '" .... . uch. i' ""a. ' 'llucd. ,he possibility ...i.1«I of • "pproche"""" b<1w"",n !he

.o.NC .nd ' M ·prog...,.,ive indu.tnali,..• which hod ....-..rged during the!ltCtlnd world w...

Joe Ma,thew, re jl'<'cd ,he a'llu"",nl, .ssernng IN, "tho: possibility 0/ a liberal eapi ~li;'

d.",..,.,.a<y in Sou, h M1i<a i. .... <tly nil" beau... the "p'litieal im...".ality, <owami"" and

vocillolion 0/ the 5O-ClIlied p.ogr...iVft _. l'l'nd<>r thom ull.....y u..ln. a• • ~ aVi""

might unde, """,,in ci""'''''~n<t'> vt'I'y well """n ,ha, the> Mrian IT.iddlc do..
joined Nnd. wi,h !he Eu,o?"an. h" han . nd ColourW mid~1e elo.. in onlcr '0
imp'''' furlhet e....i.... and 10 c<ploi"he black pe. .......nd lOiling million..... It ....
....ppcned t-cfore in mony Colon lOl ~lOn ... evt'ft In "'frica . It mu" M' hopper>
here .'~

M"Tt . ignificantly. You,h w gue """"ben who ha<l "'ken up p<>sibon> wi,hin .he ...." C

!:><J.n I<> o.«ep' ,he , "'a'egi< tI<'O>d for . lIies. The pu. ing of Law. w~.i<h diO<1'ilni nol«l

ag. i" .. tt><> en,ire b:"ck popuLab"" , .ueh • • ,ho P<>pulation Regi>tnri<>n Act l1S050J. the>

Cl'QUP Area. ..." (195OJ, anoi in p'l1i.<u I.o , lhe cl"'r implicotio~ fOIl an resi>lonce

"",,,,,,,,,,"Is in 'M Supp..,..;"" 01 Communi. m "'<t U9501. led 100 I re. ......"""" by Veuth

wgu= of ,he """"<:! /or a 1>r<>od a1lia"", Of .nti..parthe;d for:es. The ..,... .......':>m,
inch:ded ",me cl tt... ""''' virulenUy a",t<o mmuni., Le'g~ memben. for example, Jordan

Ngubane. editor of I. h.d!o !I" & .tll. ca.hg.1«I the C!'SA i. 1950 for ". tamped ing ou,

pcoplt' into the MIY Day .u.mon> lI' .bu",," in which "';ghteen Mrica~ WCTt .he! by the

poli« .''' Nonethel.... . h1gubane . tgu«t, while "Communi.m . nd apal1heid .re two simil.orly

tho: mosl dang"",u. of tho.. a, ,he "",num' '" .partheid. The ...mean N.borWi>u
will do well to txtfCi.. a lillie """" " . ' ........""'il' al'ld reali.. IN, ,hey can can')',hei. figh' ag., n.. the Communi'ls oNy up to . """in peont.if they are n<>t gDing
to play n ghl ,nto ,he hand, of lP1"ime Mini" .,..] Malan _ it ,. more importan' '0
e. erci....lO""..... n""p in our dealings wi,h :he Communi,.. than 10 help the

'" See fD' """"'rle D.oni~ du PI...;,;: Thr . ituation in Sou'" A!ria todor In Vlewpomt> and
F.n~rcl:i..e. {journa Df the J"...." n<'Sburg DiKllssion O ubl 1/3. February 19501, pAl.

" Matthews: Add,", op.eIL. p~9.

' " A.P,!>lda: "'ncan :-:'''D""li'm: I. h I Mi, ,,,,......?: Inl"",dl. yo I ...tu: 27~1949.

'" J.K.Ngubane: P""·MDrtI'm Dn a Tr"2r<!'C Inkundia ya l antu 2O-S-1~. in Karis: I:!22l:
Dp.d' .. p.441.



"'"

Atl.......r!. to e>ol.n<l It.., A.';C / 5A1C alh.~ 10 il'>o:!ud o Io..Jo UNO"' a nd Colo.>u, oc' .

under ~.t 01 d i..nfran<hi"""""'. fli led. Following \he 1~ May Dil l d ..th$ .r.J ~.>cin,;

t~ immin<'Jl' eNC1mCn\ of the S"pl"""'ion of Communi.." Bill, Ju~ 26th was d«llnod

• D.>y of Prok".t. Ind I .... Y·. w. y w I' , " l1od. IN. followfld A....C (on. .. llO ~C" wi~h tho

SAle. th<- CPSA ..nd the Al'O. ""'C Ie..:!.... ""pod II>="~ •Co-Ordi""l> ng Co:nrr..,tc<:

of the Congt<'>.... I nd trod . UnioN , bu. in II... ~.... the CPSA di' bo>'<led "'hilt the Al'O

Ind trod. uniON "'1'11only """"l ,u PPO'I.'~ In June 1950. the oIh..""" n:moin«lli'IIiI.c te

the m e I nd SAle.

By the end of 1951J. Youth ll'l gucn W<:" in conn,,1of the ANc. whkh w" """",,"ned

10 .. programme of "" ,ra.po, li. ""'''' ..y o.ction. In 1951 pLa.... _ b,:! lOT tlle.- De:", ,,,,.
Umpoign. which 1r. ...rOl'TTll'd the "'''iC ir.'o I ........ "",,,,,,,,,,,,,. The C!'SA di.bo l>d«d in

lu"" 1950, a nd ' ...:lividu.l Dl.ock rom",,,n;. .. ""'rUd ;,.rno,••ingly within the A"lC By t~2.

growing empho.i5 amon gs' communi. 1O on Nl>onaI libcnno., struW.'" T,.,. p" .....,.

nl'Uggle w hith pattly cN'acI<1'ioed ANCYL/CI'SA ...Lo iWn. in the l~ had b-<n s.",k <::

In Ilw Youth L<:a~" 10VOll•.

b lUing e.planotions for the ","""ubon of ,be O'SA/A. x:YL ronflicl sUetS ...'Ie

diminution of host, liry followit\& ,be eltcl ion of Youlto tr.g to Ilw ANC Notion.sl

E."""tive eo",.... ,_ . wh...... "IN' ' renona1 e.p<rie'\<'et 0( doOC' (O-<>po:nlion.... with

SUu et,ed here tho, . ""h e.plananons ore ~rti.tl; olt"""g" Ul'Idou\>lr"dly signi6ca.l' . th.

ronle. , in which O'SAI ANCYl hettihly diminishod wos one of id~logical shill> on I:oth

sldei otld ..'Ie enl1'<'nChme~' of Itoe YOIlth Leogue wilJUn \he ANC IUenrdly.

,. ;b id . 1fu;
m i(M;o: op.ciL. p .4(8_
,. See eMp..... 4_
'" i(M;.,~ op.dt.. p_40\1.
," Wal.~_ Nanon.h,,,, op.( I,_. p.359. See also Cerl>al"t~ op_tlL. p.Il'.



OiSS and nC~ in South Africa: Thf CPSA in 1950.

argu«l . w. ' dynam;c. You,h LeagU<'lS maM incr..>ing u.., of M. ... i..'"""l}"i.. shan:<! a~h·

imperilhst ItMud.. wi,h Communisto, Ind, 0"""' in rontlOl 01 ,he ANC. !><'ga" to include

the CI'$A in tllei. ..arch klr l!litos. In ""p'-._ tio'" 01 opinion within the Communi..

Plrty bego" '0 Idju,t tile I"rl'{s u~derstlnding of Ind If'l'lOICh to n.rio",, 1 uruggle. In

doing "', the regional diffe""""-"' within 1M O'SA Igl in beca"", visible.

o,.,pit. changes wi"'in the AI'IC Ind rho You'" League. rho crsA ;n 1M Clp<'

rnaintliMd wha' one Capo_ described IS·I long tndition of ,uspicion 01 the A....c

as I bourg,,,,,i,, I nh-<ommun'" orglni..lion.'o This was I per<q>rion by no ""'"'"

....meted to tho Co mmunist Piny in \he up". or ,tw-«l ~ I II Cape CPSA """"ben. Th.

)ohaMMburg Cl'SA chairp<'l"Ofl, DM.;. du Plessi.. . rguod tNt the ANC >hould be .."",SC!'d

not in "'"'" 01 i!S ronstit""nt "",mbe~p. but its Io.denhip. Tho lott .... I(p'.....ted an

·ineipi ' · block bourgeoisie w~.i<h aimod ' to ;ntog:'il t. tho into the ...isring locl1

tapit.ll1's ""'r th.n to oust tho opp...."', .. .. • The ANC Ioad hip, du I'lessis u guod,

w""'" "bou rgeois or bourg""is ar;m'" who . It I point of en,... ' w""ld pin Iom:s ..-i ll> tho

govemrnent I gl i..., tho workcn, and would fiB' p<t>l«t lh<!'ir Own in~I('§!S.·"·

Nonethek-.', ,ho chara<t"';",lion of tho ANC IS I m onr.ist bou,&ooi. OI6oni..ti<'<l w..

urong1y identified with 1M Cape (]'SA. A=n:Iing to so"", fu""", O'SA r:>c::nbers, L""

party in the Cape pl.ced a 100....mphalis on national l,m .tion struggle than dooowh.....

Rusty a.......tc1 n ....nlly stared:

In c..pe Town. w lhe national """""""'1 w", ~.ny not ,ignimant in thaI woy
Ii• . I S in the T v..l]. lho .."", ..... pha... did M t oxi.. and tl-lcft bt-o.,on to be .n
.mfh"'i' on Party a. tho Io. ding .\crncnt in "'" whelo struggle I nd the
nat"'....1 IIberalion ...,.",,,,,,nt to be """",wha, lNipo,fi(an(. So -this pol,tic,,)
d,ff~ bog. n to show i ....If...

' 0 lnlO1vi<'w wi lh Ben Tun>k, p.20.
". Danic du M..si,: N" lE'S on ...... in PO;nlS ' . isod in tho di'Clmion . Vi.wpolnts IIld

F. ...p«ti..... 1/3. pM.
,~ du Mos" s: Situation op.<it., p.41.
'0 fnl<rviow W>th Ru.ty Ilemstein. p:>.~2-43.



In «>nlrut Wllll ,he Cope> """io", 01,1>< T••ns~..1C!'SA boog.n 10 aT.le lIl.t bl.ck So.1h

Atnans .ulfl."n'd bolll ".piUh n~ coloni.l opp=,ion• • nd tN' !he t"'wing NtlQr..l

mo""mcn' wa, . nalu••1 =I"'n '" colonial..m. Eddie Rou '. fo........ CT'SA n>embl"r ... lio

hod !'Iin' ed al t!'li. in 1928....ted in 1952:

I d~ not.g= lhol Soulh AInu i. a c'pilali., counlry. Id'inJ< 0"" ""'~ ..~ I~a,
here W1: ha·,e an imp<ri.1. nd a>lorual ...~""",,!'Iip coni.lfng ,n the $arne = ntry.
The ...tncan people can not ONy W (O"'~ 10 W ,he .ubi"<t. 01 pttlOao....n
nr'0illltion .. in othcf munllies;!hey ate "'bje<to:Q lO.n ."~ nrloilation booc• .I!<'
of thei r colou•• """"lhing which i. not u.ually found In Oltler countli... with
1oi. ..z ·f. i....'·

Rou,". ... tement . nd dev.toped ,he Ih<ory or 'Colonia li"" oJ • Spteial T7?".....

The .igni lic.'>Ce 01 inK!rTlaI colon ial;,m Ior ,he P""'!<"" di"",..ion lioe!I in 1M ,?ptcMh

10 national .tr.lule implicil in,"" lheory. Tho><' w ho empha.i>ccl cI... >lru<;g\o, argued t~"1

the "bu.i.............. financi,,". 1andlotd.".nd othen in lI>e ANC le.d<r.ltip would al" , )'>

·place IheiT """ed inte,ne. I'nl". (ha .ocl<'ri.ing them a• • "trailO' cia...·'" in (On".. , :.

B.."""lCin. T.."'.....l C""lr.1 Commi ll.., ....,."..bcr Mich.ocl H,,,,,,,l .nd otht-n arg>:e<: 1~1

oeg"".hon . nd . po.thoid . in opp"....ing . 11 b1aek. "'IWllly. hod WC<"2'S.blly >!ut.:<><l e-..,
vowlh o f an inclig"""'" black bou.gwi.ie 1.111. the ·Ir.i:.>. cia..' wa. I'lOI t~ bo

found armn" t blaC;.. " rathe<. ·lI>e Initor d in SOUU, Atria i. ti.e E....o;->" .

bourg..,i.;".-

'Tho adu mbr. tor.; of In' cmol colonial;.m . rguod lhat ,he eo.w.... Alii• •"", . nd t!".~

m e il""lI, rep.....n'od "an .l1iatl<'e Gl lI>e wG.ltjng cI.., and 1M pel ly.bou'gcou ,Ira'" 0/

the colonially 0W=ood p«>pl... GI SGulh Af";e' ._••• Wilhin tho' .lliance. IN .....,..'ung clan

~ted "Ihe mool energt'lie. whelle-he. nod and thorough!oint .....";0,, 01 the fit~·.",..

IG. b>u'S<!Oi. democracy. I.... national libo..,ion.·... MGlWve<. ;1 was a:y;ued, ptoC",ly

' . Eddie Rou~: Not•• o n discu..i"" !lP!>o19S2; in Vie"'1'0inll and P...p«tI..... 1/1 : M....,~

1953'.1.14.
The elabo..lioII of CST i. di<cu.!ot'd in chapt.... 4.

'" d" PI...,;" Situ.rion op.clt. fU,
'" Ilu.tv 1le1'n,lCin: !he "* 0 tI><' bourgNsis in lilt l"W'ory " rug*, Vw,WJ'O;:,1:I and

I'...pertin i 112 J.nuary 1953. pp 3l')); . nd Michad Hanr.el: A Not: by ue %e'~'r" i ••
Vlewc om lo and l'...p.eII~.. 1\ 3. Ftbru.ry 19500 p_lS.

, Ilemste.n: BouTJeo;.,t op.ell. p.32.
,.. ib id .



""""~.., Of tho coloni.ol oppt'C',ion Of bl"'k> and '~I.ock of a .igniA<.>n, bl.ock bourgw" i<>.

,~ working cl.o.. predomi~t«l in Congros. _bEnlup .nd in<J'<'••ingly In k-' d""'lup

f""ilio.... Poinhng to tho adopli<>n of e.lI' .·p.uh. .......wy . tn,"ll;e, by the .......C . nd $AJC,

Hom.,l a<gU«l lh. t -hln Kttn' yea~. \he mili",n , working d... ' en<kn<y has widd«l

in<re..ing ;,uh....."" in our ... tioo....1 mo~,..• As • ,.".ul ~ ' \he p>licy of genuu'l'

worl<en'~' . hould no' be "0 drive (lU' \he .1Iied cl.o....., lou' ra,her' ' 0 brood"" ou '

In ,~ poIlw", years. bl",k Communn ' Pony mernI>eto began to = pl\a.i... black

d......nd. such •• • bolition of ,he f"" low. above the tn<!i tio...1crsA eor.<t"m with the

wlute working d...."· The I.o" er, . <rording to Fr«l Cameson. . ..nvned from ' , he f. e' ,hat

you r mooI active _ lion among" the working"''' w" <i' her' your wlu,. wotl<el'$ Or Y" ur

(()loured """,1<e'ro." ~ The ehanr in diteebon for the crsA "'.. ,ui'f"n«l by 1-4",...1.

Bo.,",,~in .nd 0","", who c• •tigolCd

the pedantic a"","",hair "",i. li" fypeo of 'theorelki . ns' wl:" . .. a~ ....tJy '''''''b\e
to ..... IN' on p<act>a.lly """'Y "",in i..ue of home . nd I~gn pol")', !he "u,:c.or.
. nd ai"" of sueb bourgeois elemenlO . s, /o r e••mple. Dr.Morc.l<a, • .., lar m:.>IT

pr<:gr<'<Oiv<! in con l<:n, than .ucb working el.o.. eleMent> a, 11'>0 Mi_ orken t:rion.
,he "5.A.R. Slatf A,sod. lIon or .he S.....TLC. [T..."es anj Lobour Cou"";l)'-

T", ...v:u l COmmuni." . 'Su«l ,~..., wbile ccIonial opp""oion blurr«l ..... OFpn...~. it

.1>0 en.ured \hat ,be ...tio....1 org.ni.. tions Wen! o_.......hel."I'Ii ngly workinr, el.o.. in

According 10 Harmel. chlnges in ANC p>licy In<! Slf'~ ' brough"M' in f"n by

the ANCYl - wt"fe ovid....,., of growing working eLI" Inno.mce. As 'be srruu~ In''''''\Iied

. nd \he working el. " innue~ became ""'" ' IrOng.., 1-4nrei a.ogued. SO the ...tio...l

mo_1S would """.., .way il'om formulating polirieal demond. Ind co""'nlra~ on

economic i ........ Mol"Klv"', boc. u,. of inl<rnal eoloni.oli.m. the <nntcn, of ....h demand,

eccnom'e eon tenl of 1\I,io"",1 Iiber.'ion. For HII'ft'I<'1, \hi. "''''il«1 :On<! redismbutio ~.nd

n' ibid., p.38.
,", Lodge: B1ac~ Pollio op .ci~, p.2'J .
", lnlO:t'Vl~w WI,b fr«l Comeson, p.30.
'" :~.r...e" tssn op.ci!.. p.37.
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eo
Congrn.... ....... n gue. rnnlf~;cwry and ,.,~eol<'d a ·~oy. "'pileiI)' for e~.si~erl<"S'

and ambigui'Y""

In "~. 1M 1950 ~" .n.....ptod 10 ..old 108- 1M «>Ionia! ~ysi. (If the

T",,,"vu l with 1M d . .. b\.o. of the C>pr. The ~po" uguod thol ...I\,1e N a"",]i.... n<ord

no, be r.ci.~ it rnuld avoid bo;ng >0 ONy !Ivough tho Ir.nsfo"""tion of w'li ng lll lia N l

o rganisation. into • •inglo po ny of ·won..... "" nl$, in' e1 lettu. l• • nd po:ny bou~t.,i• ...

In . lliance will' tho: c\.o.<-ronscio". Eutopun work nd int.:llt<:l\UI ..- The l im of .ud>

I pony. which ..<>Uk! wor k in CCH>p«alio1l with tM Cl'SA. wouk! be to Olri~ 1m 1>0 1

libe, "bo". Ho_,..,.., il would NYO10 be led by "tho d~wo...oou. W<II"ken I nd " 1'11

of 1M N noNI group co"""""'<:l" .., .. to ·d....ol<>p , .... con>ciou.nn. in It... P""'plo, • •.<1

10 forge uniry in action bel W«:f' the op~ pt<>p~ I nd t>o:tw..... thml w the

EU!tIp"'.n workinl\ (w' ,"

In contrut. TriUl. v..l Commu ni", ackt\ow1edged 1M do.. rontenl which wn I tt...,hed

10 no nr"';"li,m and agaiN ' which tho Youth LNgII<' ..,..."ed. R~.ty 1lo>tMtein c\.oimod ,ho\

while 1 ' 11101\' k no doubt scope for .... o'gani.. lion ftP.......lIing III f~: it " n ·only

p""' iblc undn. philos<lphy 01 OQCi;rJi , m." In p......"'t ~n:uI1'.stancn,~ . ttued,

It ;, difficult to bIolic>"" tN t tho N tiONl llbo' . tory ' Inlgglf anbe w.gC"d by .nX
org'N"lion oth~ tN~ tNt .."........,bno: tho poop;" ...'he.", ...ticNny opptt'UCd.

~ crsA wo' • ~otIOU, crg....i..tIon p.>l1idp"ting in • v.n"y cl f"nN of

'!rugs;" including "",I;"menl• .,. f\r(tiono, block l'~, union!.... . 1Id ConS"'" l"'lit;n.

1lItcughcut t~ 1'l4Os th, crsA a l1o<l fN 1!'If """gt"I'OCf 01 • milllOnl ......-boKd ... :io...l

ANC bo'g.n to grow in oi...nd milit.ncy, il wn 1o~ly Of tM in'hg.lion 01 "'" Youth

CommuniOl".tty.Thf crs... w., dividC"d in ilO ....pc......

,~ 1950 Cen trol Committ... Report op.<il
". i~ id.

". 8<nutfin. quote<! in du l'!ft,i" ~"'''' op .<il , p .4l>.



..
One _bon of op;oj"" wilh,n ,.... C!'SA. " moSly ~""""'trd .....'h the C......booed p" '";

lud..,l" p....11.,.. lor" s,,,.'e, omF""';' to he \.oid on c~. .. ""'&Ill •. "guing IN' ' /'.<> n IC

of Afnc.n .nd Am....n<'T "",ior.ali,m ",n, in ,"" word, 0/ Jack 51""""', "<• ....,u n.gling)

,he UNv~1 b ploi' . bon of All WOtk<-.o, WN'''''' ' .Mi.,0«:"" 1:> te5pon>e It' " .'<;CYL

iNi".n"" on mulbrari. Ii,m, 1M . upponen of do " . lTu nl< ailed lo r OIl<' ConS, ·... for

all, d aiming; "Re.1 .nd .1>1010" UNly betw...n all ran'S con only be achi<-ved in .. wo, k<-rs'

" :"'ggk ..... A S«O<Id .....nd of Cf'SA opitUon, wlti<h ..."mod Iood.....hip 0/ ,.... SACP .1,.,.

1953, .1t""SE<l \he worki~g d . .. <'01" """ 0/ N tioNl liber. lion in South Air'.ea•• r>d callO<!

on Communi, lS to work in cl<>soo ClHlpef. lion with the en>o<Png Con!"". Al:i.nct<. Th.

1950 C....tr..1Commill.,> il,,,,,,, "'P=lCd an ' l1"",pled ro mpromi;.e beI","", ' he ' wo; II

ulihr.cd. n ""'y, ;, 0/ " r r...,,,;on in Sou,h "'me., d•••lcp>d in t~.., T,. ".. ..l, but ",",chtd

rond u.ion> ..sociIted with the c. ,., which " n-..ed tl>e prim.a<)' of cW. '1N,,g I• • rod tl\t

need 10 unok'~rho, i'" nah......h , m. 1he D'SA """"in«! uNvcc...ful in ' H=P'i~g 10

b,ol. nce W ""lui.......,nl. of n.~o",,1 .nd clu • •Hull.'l1e.

Conclusion.

Mulb•.Ki.I.Ii.m wu commonly p:-m.~ved by INny o~,.id~ tile Dngrn. """"''''''''. r. ""

oome within ill to be • m<.<hani.m <to control ongi..."".,.j by tho Cf'SA . fl.. it <ll>ban&.~

in 1950. In fact.. ",ul~ r.ciah ..., "-1'''''''''1«1 • clear "'1b.Kk for lho><! Ci"SA ...."..bt-r l wllo

argu<d lhol cla.. Itruggl~ w~. obscu..-d by na~o""h.m. no, di....lullon of Inc CT'SA

(<!iK\l»e<! in CNpin fou. ) . rid the t""-'<g<m<e oi lht COng..... A1 liallCl', g~t«l • wid",

flinging ~b.ol1: ''''''''&'' fonner D'SA "",mben 0_ the ",\arion"'i, b<-r-.:n c!a.. ...,d

national .truggl~ in Soul!> Amea. In lho- middlt of INt dtba .... bolh .ho South. Atrican

COngn'S' of Clo'mocuts and ,"" South African Communist PaMy w Ott ''''''''e<!. Qu,pl<T I"",

<liK\l. .... t"" f"",,,,~on 01 tho SACI' in tho coni.... of I"" 0n-s0ing debal t 0_ r..~~r..l

SACOD.

,,' Simons; Econom; op.rit.. 1'.3.
... <lu PJe..." ,tu .~on op.ci t , 1'.• 2.



Ch..pt~r fou r.

From CPSA 10 SACP:
Socialist responses 10 African nationalism, 1952·1954.

Introdudion.

By 1953 th. "'''<C Iwd emerged .. 'M ....jor ."""p"rli.omcntary 0rt0ni..hon in 'he

Slruggk> again.. apmhcid . Tht m es pclili<.al philco<:>phy and its .trategic thinl<lr.g

t>eao""" 'hom-Io..,. a man" r of <cnccm 10 """""urnSl.. lib<'n ls and othen w!'lo hup;'d 10

inllutnC'l: """" 'S. Th. ft'Sult was an • • ,endod and wid...",nging ""';<'W of 1M pol,'ical

siNation ameng" .11 anb-ap"rtM;d 0rtarn... lic<l. and gmupinp. Thi> w• • port""lorly

"""",,"ry 10. WN,. opponen" of .portM;d who """"' un.~lo to join 1M "'...C. who wo..

w. ry 0/ 1M militan, ""io...li.m of lhe You,h ~.guo. and w.... . h.....'~ by 'M .nti·

whil. _Ii......" which marked It", final '''g,,", of Ih. o.-tia""l: Campoign. W!ti ln oppoloOd

to aporthcid w.... for<:l'<i to ......... '''''i. poli tical Sl""'&i<'S in 1M ligh, of ." ;""",..in;l y

activ. ANc . nd SAle. The ~cl>al"" and d i,n"",cns of lhe only 19500 Xl ,he p""' ".,.....

within whk h whi ....nti·.partheid groupi,,&, oper.1t'd throughou, "'" 1950s. this chaP'C'

....l}"OS 1M dtbol.... und crtaken by ,he whllo left, """""Urn" . nd nor.-<ommuni." in

attempting '0 acmmrrod.." Ihe "",.ui' of cI.....ruU lo lO ,'''' ..ality of ,,"lienal hbeulion

Whit~ opposition 10 ..parth~id: thr widrr centext.

The period 1946--1953 wi'""","'" two major d.velopnoen" within 1M forcl'J opJ'O'k'<! On

.partheid. The mc underw~I' pto<'O'S. or <Mng•• radicali.i", lis demand••nd ~.

of ""'.....,; in ,'''' P"J'C""'. 1M Ioad..ship oI lhe 1940. w.. Lortoly It'pIaad by a youngt't

g....... lion of mo... .......ti"" . nJ militan, Ahie N ti"".li.... Somndly, 1M f'O'ricd

wiln<'SSOd. growing II rnl)' . n""' p l black 0'l"ni...,;,o The JUri""n . nd Indi.n Congr<'SltS

rncVftl into alli.""l: . nd. wi,h .."..........liv""' of 1M Lorg"y<Ololl~ FRAC, co-<>1"di... ttd

1M 1952 Doli. ",," Compoign. Although lhe . 11a;nmon' 01 unity wa. no! a simple or Ii""••

~. the Ii""", of dcvclopm<'nl ...,... cI. ... With th. farrnation of SACl'O in Scplemtu

1953. rrp........,.,ivcs 01 U... CololI~ populotion ro.......1Iy joined the AUia",," . The 1932

D.rragh Hall ,","'Dng ,,oiled by ,he "'...C . nd SAIC ~I«I .... al .......pl 10 capi..b..



en wtlih> opposition to op"nood. which hod ~meTgod in !he u n y 19500'

10 op"rthrid; Iho Delia c.mpoir;n In por1.i:ulu gen<."l""<d ...nd""'l""od e!d>o.... """'~g>'

li..~...1 and rMl ical whi, ..,d led :0 th~ lo"""hon 01 lhe Con"",. of~.. ane! !h~

South Atriu n L;bonl A....,.;i. hon,' ANC Prnidrnt.Q,n....1 Alb<.-rl l utuli ' l.ill«l: ' •• l<>O"

•• the Afric,.n p"'p1" . tar l<'d to ",ilito", ... mo.., whilt'S ho ..., btogun to Oink ....,.. of

our .-ds." In • ' f""'Ch in I'ort E1i:t>both, ANC SKntory~l 1'1.11..... Si ....u arguO'<l:

No ...."er wNI . nyone f..,I, or thinb . rou' lhe Oofi.l"", c.mpoign. the fv.t i.
tNl il CNn ged Iho pohha l Ii:" of South Am c•. Th~ vaal\a U"g ~_l>. ro,h in
our eomp .nd in \Nt of tho ruling cI. ... ho "' ....,. ..n . "P'J"""d; they ho ...,~ forcod
to ma.l<e tllcir deu d.",..,. Wt" l" we No", p ,nccI co".ider.bl••,.....gth. l!'le ruling
d .., h.&o ........ conlu""", .nd d" . dod . n-.., co"""g inla b<ing 01 differen t pon..., ,.
""y . igniticanl.'

For lutu.1i, SACCO .,wl lhe 1..;1>0'...1 r ony w<re "the doiidrt n 01 lhe 00N",,~ e"mpoi~n."

~ Def\o.~ c.mpoign w, s .i~gul..ly impon.ont 1(>1" it, ~ffecl> On ..~te on "". ilion lC.

aponood .~ twin p"""".... of black unity and .Mlicali...,ion. how........,~ ptM""y

Iho f;>c,on which ,,'a«'Tboiod ie!eolog;cal d;fferencCl and led to organisatioN; fr3i:""",'aci""

' '''''''gOl whitel.

dobol~ .nd the~rg"""" of org oni..';On. romrnitlod. by d,ff~I ........ and '0 dJIfcre~I

deg......., 10 ending •..,;.01 div.n",ina tion. ~ pnx... arod w nl""'t 0/ deb.o,e. ar>:l the

"",abon of org.o ni.. rion.. ....... ...t unified. Whi.. rodicol•• tho... who . upponed tho

cornplek nonracial ....lJUrtI>ring of L"e South Atri<an polilieal eco"","y b)r "" " a·

porliornf."ntory meon•. debolt<! lhe b<», meon' of pursu;ng do.. >ll\IU~' whi le lib..... I.

_gh\ • ..,. ",..."01.. mi<ldle cou"'" ...hid . W{lUld ....train the ........... 01 African oN!

mutually .u, piciou. rodical ond liberal whi.... porticipol<'d.

, Soe eN """, 2 and 5,
, n- hoc....... the Sou." Atrican Congr... 01 Demo<to.. and ,he libomol r .ny; .....

chopton 5 onJ 6,
• Ttu>On Trial tronocnpl " 01812: Volume 57/ 11480.
• Adyana, 8-4_1954 . p ,t ,
• T....a"'" Tn ol tr.nscnpl A01 81 ~ : Volume 57/11654.



•

~"g of NoVftnb<'r 1952. The f~I: U'" al that ..-inS 10 pn:>duce a o;ngle. uni/oed ...·hi,.

.nli·. ~cid ~.ni ...bon N. be<n . oaibo1d II) W prominent role pl&f"'1 by "lonne>'

Communi,!> and otl>n \eft·wing whi ....• in forming ,ho Sou th " 'neal> I'eoploo' . W"l\"'"

( Io l<'t u,., Con".... of [)emocT.t. l.' FOT mMl ((lmJrIen101O"'. lho: Con~. of o.:-nv..cr. ...

communist.,' Working boockw. td. Imm !hi. ... umption.lht o..ru gh Koll 1I'It<'ti"& N ' btoen

~l"" IS • lost opponu nily whe", white u ni ty "'.. squ'nd~ tllro\lgh the ~iofl$

whi", Idt. as • ""'l\O~troc ....,tily ..'hick >"It'd in con<'Ofl on . gr<'ed &WI>. A. oud _. l i '~c

undon...nding i• • 110.." of I"" d iU"""",.. beI..- farmet 0'5.0. membo:n .nd w;(»in Iht

whi~ 1<'l1. OWl' .w""""'" to Atrial' ...h"...li..... Mo~er.lho:y ig""", !he fund."....' wl

d ill ............ in idNlogy. SITOlogy and ta<:li«. t:.o-I~ li';otr.l and ..d,e. ] whi lel. n.c"."

In Durbi n. Cop" Tow,," r on Ellz..J.1x'th, Joh&nn<'Oburg.nd d_~~•• ~ical. L"\d li,,,ul,

dl..gn.oed 0_ lhe """",.. by which the> . llli"'p" rthO'id . truule .hould hi, wagod, ..'" !he

...lU'" of pOSl-'pon tl"" ><>cicl)'. A• • "..." It. mosI ""'ie' '''''tros In South Ain u 1Io.~

po,.lld.nd " po...l. d iscu, sion f<>Nm, illCC'P"rating cilhtr liberal or radial whi....; t~

gnc ri~ to " 'f'"al<! b:al o:;:.ni",ti<>ns 1&," incorpo.. lO<l into ~1hcT tho Lbnal I'any 0'

SACOO.

TRi, chapl'" ..... I~ L..... br""d... idfolog;<.ol al'ld Ott""i"Iio""J con\c>.l ..iL"in w~ ",h

Whil~ rad ial, optTO'cd in lh< ~.r1y 1~5O<. TNI con,~., ..os ....rked 1m the 0""' t~ by

the gro"'h of ,he AJ\:c. anoJ On the oot..,. by II><- d i"oh: lion of tI>e Cl"SA .nd the.leO"OI

• Kori• •nd e;.".h.>n: Q!,ill~ op..ciL, p.13.
' Robmoon: Lim1i,m op.clt-. p.l 65.
•~ for ...mpl~ E.f.Hc lfTbon R£YoIJ in South Afrifl 1m-I%! !Notthwe'ern I~n )

p.268.
•~ I(ori" H.'!£!: <>p.ei l., p.4~: Kon••nd c.:.""1: Ch.ollrng. op d~ p.13.



10......lion 01 ttot s"cr.~ drbo,,,, will"n ,tot CI'S" in !he 1.0,. 1940. owr " .... r.l~tions hip

bl"lWft'fl d.>n .nd notionol . tr\lggi<o w~ t' '''n up ....nono\ly in the e~rly \950< • • whIle

cad;';"l, lcommuni't . nd "".....,mmllni.ll ","pondc<l '0 ,lw growlh of Mric.... notion.>li, m.

At i,,". w., 1M role 01 thoo<i.. of d ." .....ggle . nd of working do" org.N.. ti"" in tho>

changc<l condition. of lhe ..rty 19SQ>. The drbo t... of !he period~t an . ttempt 10

.....rry Ilw thoo<i.. of cw' and Ntiotlol ' lnlggle; the do\:lll. w•• 5OOI'l dominotl'd by !he

no lion 01 in,,,,,,,,1 coloN.h.m. blieny ......ntionod in tho 19$0 Cl'SA Crnl..l Commi ttcc

1'O'pO" but <entrol 10 tlw I.otl'!" SAO' programme. It ..as from !hi, con~t lha' SACOD, • •

• political ho...... f<>r rad ical whitn. ..........~.

The d issolution o f the CPSA.

The Co......uN>! r.rty of Sou!h Alric. d i....ndcd itooll On Ju"" 20. 19$0. in u... foe. of the

Supp....ion of Communi"" Bill. pa..ed at the I!'I'ld of Juno. "nnollnci,,& tlw diu oluti""

of tho> Puty in parti......n'. (]'SA MP Sam Kahn OWN:

C"",",uni. m will ou~;"" 1I>t N.tio...,li>t r . ny. Democncy will otill l>e triumphal'll
whm """"be~ of Ihio Go~"""",, ' will be manuri ng the field. of hillory. Mim~","
in Sou'" Alriu will echo my fiNI wordo: 'Long live CommuN.....••

Kalm'. bold Olatcrnenl. he......... belicd ronfu.;"n with in the n~b of "'. Commu"';<t P.rl)'

reg..-di ng the (lorni ... of d>e P. rty. ,lw fulU... role of communi. h , ~nd IdN .al

Cl'SA mcmbon." hen llwn, few detail. have '""""1"" regaming Ilw doba tn in tlw Crnlul

Commit_ which Iod up 10 the do<ioion I<> di<band, .nd no detltil Iw been oUOTed

regarding the 11IilUde of ltot gen<'l"al r.rty """"I;.",hip lo dinolution. Tho di;b.o nding 01

tho> CPS" ho , t-n f""C""'ted targely con....."al oct 1I... ..ilO"'<I by tho> p.-ovioio,," of

til< SUPsr-" ion of Communi<m 1.~ formalion of the S"O' !hn'c y"'-' 1.,... h.. been

" Quoted in Bunting ,~ op-el(.. p.l(,5,
" See for """mpl. LodV 81¥1t !'glti", Op-e;l , p.34 . 87; Kario:~ op-eit, p.4Of.
" See Bunnng: !$2!!!!l:: "1-e;t .. pp.'~ 167; ",L.-tumo Ip""'d . Michael H""'ltll:~

Fighting Y. a" (London 1987 cd) p.82. 87-88, $0"""" ond SilllO,,"' Qm op.ci l" pp-605 .



im",,"'h"'" ..,.ulnng from cotId ,hollS of illegality.

Thi. inle~alion 01 ~""n" i . qu..ti<>n«l he"" II will be a~ tNl the dilb.lnding

01 the cPSA ""I"""'nlod a ""'_ty d<"Ci.ion ..ken by ,he Cenlral c~,,,",,, It.: V""'al

Party rncrnb<-nlUp was Icll confused and withoul di rt'Clion at f""ci;ely ,he ....... b"'" as

lhe ANC and sAiC WO!'e , uccM. fully mobili'ing IT...., .uppon for the~..".." Campaign.

In an . n, ,,,p' lo gain ' heoretieol . nd ....Iytic clarity on \he . wiflly un/olding ~.".. of

1951-1952. 10",..,.. CI'SA """"btTS as _11 at non.Q'SA wlli"" inih.led a wide-ta"s:ng

doba,e which foalOoed 0" the N'U", and ph 01 lhe A)';.c. Di"""...oo wa, WOn

lhe lale 19400,u In 1953 the wmc TnllS...l <t>mmuni. .. foundod th~ SAO'; under 'heir

J<-j""hip. lhe ....w Communi' l Patty "ilom:! il> poIicy . nd ottalt'gy loward, an i~b rr..,o

wo.kinS ...lahon,hip wilh ,he Cong..,.. "",,,,,,,,,,,,I. The roo ts 01 bolh ~ SAO' and

SACO:l l i~ in the dob.>"".nd d i.pu'" of 1952·1954.

Supp<e5.ion 01 Communi. m BiH} gav~ Ii", to a .....ja. cam.... ign ag. i..., lhe 3i1l by ~.tr...

porlia"""," ry o~ani.. 'ion•. ~ a mpair wa••irifico n' in 'IN •. following di .pul'"

bctw...... lhe CI'SA .nd lhe "'__C YOUlh 1.ng~ in lhe late I~ the CO/'lgTO"l.... Ind the

CI'SA acled in ro""er' agl illSl the Bill. A. ~ N "" K('tl, A."K:YL . n'ipal hy loward. l!'....

crsA waned ron. ide••bly following lilt a=ion to pawn within lhe A."IC of I<'niol

You th Le.gue" and lheir ,uboe<jut'nl ....ch for IU.... n.. ANC ""Iion.al w«king

from the: SAle. lhe A/<;CYL lhe CI'SA, ,he Al'O Ind oJ-. Cou ncil for N"".Europeon Trad~

UniOf\S [O'IETU! w.... inviled , n.. CtI~ foa.....d on Ilw need lor uoi!<d ..,.i.tora

to the UnI. wful Organi"lion, Bill which. CtI"'=~ orgaoi..... Il.Iled, would ronv.rt South

Afnco inlO "a iully nodged lalCitl tl.'.:~ The conlom'lC. Ctlocludod:

n.. NATIONAL ORGANISATIONS ptn<'Ol hefe pi1'llly pledge lh...-lv", l<> .
immedia•• ,tept to rno;>b;h;e an oca>ons of the Sou.h Alncan peoplo and. on...

~ Set' eNp.... 3.
~ Qualod in Kan o: l:!£l!! op .<iL. p,44}.



It was bill<1' irony for 'M O'SA 'hal lh~ momonl .. which it bo<:amc an aettptod and

equal pa:1l'lOf campoigning in con"'rl w;1h oil ~.ining ....tional ory.ni>a';"ro ..... .ho> p<lin•

.. whkt\ its ~.i"etIC~ .... undeT di..,.,. ~~roat Tho cPSA =p>nded by throw;ng i.. """"&y

into campaigning ag.ins' I.... Bill, issuing thousands of A.... And s~ and hold ing

public ~nV. It appean. ho...,...er, th., linle though. WIS gi ...... '0 the futu'" oIlhc

cPSA. AI leading Trans......1 Cl'SA """"bor Rusty sern'!<'in put it,

we'd conc""rol<'d l<> much 01\ a campaign to oppooe the Bill .nd to try alY.l
fruo"a'., "'" Bill...~ didn', reilly """""'"tr.~ our ,"en,;on on " N I was gOIng l<>
happen after l ill bo<:a"", Ia.. ' W~ almos' ulkcd our",l _ into lJUnkins ...., cc~M
"op it. So to """'" ..,,,,,I ..h"" il hopp"ncd ... ...., ...,ren·1 ptq>al"l!<l lor i,."

In parhomen ' . only 1M Nan .... II:<:p""""IO'iveo and Labollr r arty MPo "f'?Ol"d I.... t ill,

which boca"'" law.' 1M~ 01 June .. the Supp"",i"" of Communism A.... s..m Koohn

announ«d 11".., r.rty" _ po..... to the cnaetmenl,

lI:c<vgni.ing ,hat \he day ,he SUpp.....ion of Co"..muni,,,, Bill t«<>",... Uow ~""'Y

one of our """"ben, merely by virtue 01 u.,;, lnIO'II'Ibenhip, may ee Ii.>blc to be
l",priooncd wllllout ,.... op'ion Of a Ii.... to, a m..i mum pcr.od o! ,.." ~an, \he
Central Commi're., of lhe Co mmuni" r arl)" has decided .. d,,;01~ "'" rany . _
from ,<:x:Iay.-

Tho O'SA di...ol'-'fd U",1f on l~... 20, 1950; as I.. official hi'toNn noh><!, ItIOl'\'OWt, It eM

"" "by mapri ty "'01(' aNI withou ' con,ulling \he rnctnbcnhip ._ Idl "'" Party.- Th<

cIecilion was taken al ·a "", bly ron..........J· C"""al Commille<' !ro<."C'ting in c.rly May 19;0"',

w",,", 1M ,hen. Unla wful Organisations Bill wn consid<'l'cd. No t.>"",,1 diocuui<>ns hod

bttn !>eld wilhin 'M rank> of 'M Pany, and Cf'nlral CommillC'C~ ·hadn" hod

Ii.... to ",ally think through a p>.i'i01\ before they got I"""'.... rul to 'ho> V(I'~, fif teen oul

u Ibid.
,. In''''''''- whh R""I)' lIcms!<'in (\9SI!) lra nocript p.45. See abo Bunring Ko...~

op.ciL. p_l 66.
" [ntentiew wi,h Ru,ty Berns;"';... pAS.
- Quoted in Bunllng' K21.!!!l:: op..n' . p.1M.
- Lcrumo: SO VtO!} op.d L. p.82..
• Ibid
~ I n'ctvi~w with Ruol)' llornstcin, p_4ot.



of ""'ent...... C... ,<al Commi l""" mornbcr> . uppor1<'d d isb.o r>d ing tho crs....

TM deci.ion w•• opl"""d by two C<'ntral C""",," Ite<- """"be<" Y~an rarty .........X<

Bill Ar>d.-ew>. and Tra n. vaal joumah.l Michael H.m'O:'I . Twelve l"'ars lI te< the SAO'

publicly crilicioed the dis",luhon. stoting:

o.,spite Its g~ot .< lti«i<rnents .r>d struggln. •he Communi.t P.rty of Sout!> Alliea
proved illCOpoble of .ul'Viving ur>d"" d~1 condihoM. ~.limc ilIu. io", hod
pen<tnoted into .he ronks of the Por\)'. w Tuding its lead ing pcncmntl . The! Party
was Unl"'"i"<ed and u....ble to won. undet'g<OIJr>d . 1l'.- ........ culmi...1ed in the
d i....lution ...m

TM 1eglli.tic iI1u.ions'~ to by tho SAO' haw been tak en by ......t <'OfT\lI'OC1\t.iUO...

to be adequ.ole comment on the di .so!ubo!'l of tho O'SA, the three )'Nt S'P bolof'O th<'

SAcr waS founded. ar>d tho _ ·.ppc. r. n"" in the <anb of tl>o> ""w r .rty or such lead ing

communi", •• CPSA Mr Som K.>hn. fo"""" O'SA Jollonlle'<burg Oi.lricl~ o"nie

du !'Ie..±<. Co p<' lawyn .uny SI'litd",·<. and <>then.

II would app"'< I N I the Centrol Comrnittl'e .... ~"Ifluenced in port by . legalopini""

.hey had ",ught on tho Unl. wful Organi.. tions BOIl. w1lic!> l <gUed th.1t if the P.rty as""'"
u....nimou.ly 10 di. ",lw i....U (lhtre boinS ir..ufficim t Ii"", to nil .....00....1 ronf.......-.c<'

to do "'1, it would ..fogu. rd .g. i...t I"" f""«Ulion of r .rty mombl-n." Fe for t."te

future ran hig!> In the P.rty. TM B,lI .... introdU«!d In porl ;"......t by C.RS rt, tho:

Mini. te, of )u. Ii"", wl'O .poke of <ommuni" p\.ons for .~ i",umocnon . r>d tho

poi"",ing oj wIt.. supplie>." nw. Unilt'd r .tty proposed ' 1'1 . .....r>d"""'t 10 tho BOil ..hich

would ....ke rommuni.m a tn: . ......bl. off....... pu~i~.ble by """th.m In ."" Inn­

communist "yo"';'" of tho: Ii...., as 0"" CPSA """"boT noled.

whom the ParI)' w• • d«1In"<l ilIegl t no"" of us Jr...... wNI it ...... nt - whttll<.., """
..~ gOing to be pided up and put 11'1' 0 rotI<erllr.tion (\Imp', ..e hod vi._ 01
Nazi c.niiany.....

While InAlK'I'lCed by consider.';"'" of ..!«y. Crntnl Committe<- rr>m'Iben who vote<!

m Th<: Re>ad 19 South Am"n Fl<'<."dom (SAO' 1962> p.O. The quotlliOft i. ""I""du«<f
in Bunnns. len&mo . nd Simon. and SitnollS.

.. In ..,rnew with Ruuy Bomstein. p.O­
" Tloe Cape Times 8.~1950.
m Ib id .
• Intcrvi.... with Ro..loy A........ trin (19871 tn no<1ipl pA.



in favour of di_luhon did !oO from ,wo mUlIla lly anlagonist~ p"'ilions . On the """ ~.And>

........ vol<'d lor d i_lution having -convincod themS<'lvt'S U-..at~ wu no fulll<e ft r th~

rarty in the ""w COnd,tiO".'-- Ott>on, how"","" WW the di.>Oluhon "' a "._" I>f

. id"'tr:pp ing the lo1;al WflCtiON of the Suppres.ion of Cornmuni. m Act. I-l>tho<i Ha~1.

Iili lorian of the CPSA and 0"" of the two dis"""li",,!> to th~ de-:i.ion, ' lal"":

Subsequent ~ven" mad<- dcar the di. tif\Ction bc'WftR those among tt-... f""",..
1ead""hil' who ..-gardod ..~e di"olulion as a "''''l'O'''ry and Iacli<:al exp«lien: atld
lhose who h.d co"", to doubt the need for the very ed.",noe of tIw in<:~....,t
Marxist-leninist r . rty of tIw working cia"."

Voting for diff~t1'Iil ..a""", the Ce-ntral Commil"'" nonetheless overwhelmingly .~pport<o:l

di ....,lving lhe Cr$A.

The Ce-nlnl CO:nntiItr:<> deci . ion having been ",ken. Moog KOlane lCnlrod lhe <ot. ntry

10 e. pIain il l<> the P. rty membenlUp . nd 10 ..."'; ..e the req uirod unan im<>u. e-nd.-,.""""",.
CPSA members Jack and R.>y 5i""",. hav~ statod th.t the dissolution was "ac« ..' ''''

wi thout ~iso<nt'-- Thi. how......... i. mi.... ding os to tIw naN ", of the pro,,,,... b the ... "....

way os Ce-ntr.1 Commin"" II\C'fI\boro vot<'d lor di.solu tion for a vlriOly of moti _ SO L~~

unanimily of the rank and m~ obs<:ures differenl aniN d.... towards dissolulion.

The o....-rwhclming f""ling willUn "'" ranks. of ,he I'arty appo'" to have been the h hd

t....1 d is",lution was I 'ploy"': " ' Transvaal rr>c.'Il'bcr Hi lda B<-mSl<"in -pu' II,

We IlIough t 1....1 wha t they intendod was oflicially abo"!"$rot:nd to oar "'" I'arly
Nd b<oon d issol......l, whc",a. ICtUally It wou\d. (Ontin"".ft

TM r l rty tonk a nd file, bohcving di..clulion to be . ....tnriI. Inomp! to OUlWil the

government, go,", KOla.... the u.....nimou. mandale he requor>l<d . 1.5 Durbon Cl'SA """"'~

Rowley ""","loin nplained ,

moot of us gOl lhe impresm.n \hot ,his WI' a legal ploy. And the ....t l~jng wa.
that Mo.... k Ola"" arnvod in Dutban, tolled ev.rybod y tcgc-tl-.... and w id ' i.ot>k.
I'm ju. t t<>1ling you ",....,;j, ing. whale,"" lnOlion I'm going to put I wa"t a
URiIll''''OU' dl!Cioion, it has to be a unanimous dl!Ci>ion: Now, the ploy w•• tI-..at
_ didn' t have ,""""gh ~..... to disbuK:l lho T'Jorty in tonns of the Conot1Nlitn, SO

• Inl""";ew with Rusty B<-mslcin, p.~3.

• Lmumo: 50 Ye." op.oiL, 1'.82.
• Sima... . nd 5i"..,.." !:In1 op.clL, p.6OlI.
"A IEml u~ by CPSA """"bo" Ru. ty.nd Hild. Bom.lein, Rowley AI'01\S:<"in. f red

C, meson, Bon Turok and olhen.
ft In,""";. ... with Hilda IlomSl. in (l93!Il tr. ns<ripl p.~l .



lho od vic'e w~ ,01 w" t.....1 ....ory di.ll'i<t mu>l u....nimou.ly 'V""" lh.ol the I'" ty
mu01 be d •.t>onded. In o'/>or words WOO we.., p'_ in.....Jet>on. IN' woo m u. 1
uN ni""'u.ly doeid. ' 0 di.lw>d ,ho r .rty. So•• ~.... h. !Old u.!O do i, uNNmou .ly,
we did il unan"no\l.ll~

A simil• • f..lin, .pp".... '0 hove ittl1uenced tho O'SA in JoNnnneurg. KCOfd,n; I~

fotmeT Oi.tri<t s.ea..tory Ru.ty Ilottl>loin:

I think t..... .....p rily of ,ho •• nk .nd file. ttnoinly in lho T•• nov<lil1, d idn', b<cl;"ve
lhot ,'''' thin, " ... ...,.;ou•. Th.11" why.t. , .....-.al moetin, In /oN nn""""t& wI><..,
the deci.ion w.' expla,ned 10 ,U, by 1':Ol.Ine, _ Ntdly dj"""""'" il. I'.:obod y
"J'F'OO"'I 11 _. r eople lhought. thI. is . ton-job.W~' ", , oing '" «In the p>vernmet\1
into ,hinking we'.., doong S<>tne\Nng w hich we're "'" do",&.-

doception, and Ih~ . I"""t i"""<>di.,••e'pp"u ance of lhe Cl'SA undorground w.. widely

np«te<!" E.din coli. for the O'SA 1o move in,o u'""ervound WOfk, how.v.... N d hoon

re;oclt'd by the C<-n".al Commi tte<! w~ic~ . rgued lh.ol il ..... ..,1 p<>Sl ible 10 <o....Oft Cc

log.l crsA inlO on ill"",! potty- u..".. 1Commillee .....-mbon.rg»od th.ol the crsA t..J

Of"-.... Ie<! ' in the fu ll glare of publitity-; its rnembom were W ..... '0 the p:>l"", ...1., N<I

..-;ud mrmbe-r>hip li"s in 1946, in addihon 10 ",hich many.......t>e-n hod joined- .ho ra, ,,;

du nr.g its po-nod of wartime ' ....poclOb;lily' . nd could not be np«led 10 opn'1I: U"",,

iIIeg.l «Indilions," C<-nlta! Commit!... ....mber F~ Utnnon••pealei"l 'fJfJrn my poln.

of view .nd f,..,.,. lho or~ani..bon's p>int of view, being [Capol r . rty ~if, s".osoe;::

INI on the one Nnd 'you couldn't toke the ' PP''''IUS IN ' Wi! IIId . 1 U\oI otav .,.J loke

iIIlM 'WOUnd"; on the ot""', lhe i'aMy wan.O<! to conlrol ill own diobonding '"""", tt-..n

....il unlil lhe bloody SpKial 8ranch SlnICk .1 u. loith .lIlhI. tNI """nL-

nu• • nolysi. of tho .i"'alion, howeYn, ..... not uniVffOllly sh.uod. For Mid"~

Harmel. lhe 'legali.lic illu.i"",' 0/ .ho O'SA Ie.odt:..-llUp """"' oep'" "nl-."<I pree;ely 'ey ~.,.

unprq>Ol't'dn... 0/ lhe r . rty whi ch. ' Idlesp b! the OJ'<'" ItIreots Of the Nolionoh<l r . ....;10

.. lntervi~", wit h Rowley Ar..... ..,;n. p.~.

• lnlt<vi. w loilh R....ty lltmJ,oi.... p.M.
• Inlt<vi...... loillt 8m T~",k (1988) tt.nscript p .3; Rusty 8t-msflrin, pAl ; H:ld.

P",ms toin. pAS; I..i. H"l"""nn l198T1 l1"i1Nrnpl p,28; W,ll.. k.oIk (\987) lnNrnpl p.l).
• 8unling: )Cota nr op.cit.. PJ'16.'>-166; SOmo '" _nd SO"",,,,, Q!u op.dl , p.<lo7.
M SO""'''' . nd Simon" Qill op.cll. p,601.
- Bunling' Kota"" Op.ti l . pp.l6.'>- I66.
• lnt<-tvi..... ...lIh Fred D.......,n (988) ttansctipt p.23.



"
ilIeg.1 work.·· A, Ru.ty _!<'in put it. "we'd Iwl . Ioog p<-nod olleg .l i ~/ 'r4 we"d gOI

used to be; ng !<'gal.- Hon»el """'... I>Ol . imply with the _ I 0/ l\ind" g"t. The

T••nw....1 Di,;,;o" of Il>e Cl'S A h.od "M"=f,,ny """"pled 10 inolitute • :I«ond-. lrin;;

Itad","",i? whid. rou ld op.... '" in lbe oven' of ...... .."...t". and . number 0( Tron..'.uJ

""""bo;or;. Nd agil.lled /01" lun P"'I"'TO,;o., for underground worlL-

,!\at · i f your P.rty i. th•••te1IC<!. you ro""o" Ir. ", your ."~tion on baling off 'Nt Ihl • • ,....

Dil'",.,...,... on this in"" we", , igniric.nl. for tht'y fed ;n'" <'>:i' lin,; rtgional di'N""Ony

be,,....,,, "'" up" and tho 1",,,,.....1.- ~ Centr.l CommiTlft decl...." 10 diWll"" the

Pa rty <.0"'" to be ...,." !in 1"''1) in the light of such ",poN] diff~; u !luS!y ill'rnslt';n

put U• •...,'" thon "'11 of the C m l Com.....ll... wrrec.~N _ and !hi: Cope c.ntn!

Commit"'" d i.,o]ved tho Party ...

C.... tr. l Commit"'" memJ:>o,n Nt! .~pported di.>DI ulio n bel~'in, ~ to be 1.itUe

all"",,,, ' i"" 01 IN! , ' .ge.- Evon thm. Commil!('<' """"I:>:", h.od <lifI......., u""",,l.Inding.

o f Ill";. fuN... 1'010, whk l\ o nly btoc.I "'" <1.... 01'''''' the O'SA hold b<otn d iobonded. \'~

it w" fiNI: f'od COlT'""" notN INt "all ,..,no 01 orguments W<ft pul forword 1:.,,1

buiaolly ~ dlJ n'l ",onl 10 gel mim:! "p in onylhing i1'"vt dilln ', wonl 10 sli( k IN.-u'

n<'CQ 0"1.- Thf unp"'p"'odron. of tlw: Cl'SA C...1fol Comrhll.........lIod In <linN""" .r<l

.n~ o"",nrl rony mtmbo>rs. porli",,~r1y in the Tronsvul; il ..... from!lvl <Onlrl<llhol

.1>0:- South Afric.on Comrnul\isl rut)' OIT.,' gtd .

.. Lena""" 50 Yeo... op.ciL, 1'.82.

.. ln~ wilh Rusty Il<rnsl";n, p.O .
~ ibid " p ,4) ; Bunnn!" J!:.2!!!!f op.ciL, 1'.166.
.. lnlel'Y><w ..,Ih W, 1... Kolk. 1'.22.
.. In-.;ow wilh Frod C>mKOn, 1'23.
- In-.;ow wil h Rusty Il<rns....n, 1'_0; .... diopter 3.
- Ibid., 1'1',42·50; ....putod by Wil1~ IU lk. p-ll-
.. Ilun""~, zeans op.<It_. 1'.166_
" lnteNiew ..,11> FI'<'d C. """",n, 1'.24.



The fonnation o f the SAO".

Tho' """pnly of PMty ........t>eTs . upponfd ,"" di.boot>dnIg of Ih<- O'SA. " ,uming it '" l>o

•~. Dioquiet 0' .... t"" dec.ion gt"Ow. bow......... whtn disoo!ution .... not folio.......:! try

t"" _OI\S~"' rion of th~ Pany. !u Hilda Bcmstein pul it

Tho' ., ..... who 1OO~ the d«'isicn on the C<'ntrol Committl'<! inrrrdod tlv.t il should
to: di.botldN, W~ w" ted 10 to: <onrxtod to II<- told 'you'~ ' pp>in"'<! to .ud , ·
and..uch a group:.r>d 'you'", g",ng 10 wo.k w;th~"'" _ .... son 0/ in,,"o,'''''t
0' ....i"" or ."'pod """"bfts <>I !he Pany."

For the g."..,..1~rs/lip il . ppral"<d .....t,"" doci. iGn lei d>ssolv<' Ihe Pany. which,hey

'didn' l to:h sesou.; w" in /oct final.· Mnrbt-r. of the O'S'" l'C1Nined a<;b\·.

in • n umll<-. 01 orga ni.. tion.. wt.il< waiting for 1' ...... of the underground .. ..'0'''1''''''0''

of lho- P.ny - •....nd .... ..oiled. and .... w.ilfd.• r>d ..... wailfd• • r>d it dodn't Nf'P""!· ·

Tho' J""iod 1~195 1 w.. ' . v<'rY stung. tim<'" dun-ng whitt. ' a lot of pcoplo Iw....1

"' ........g ••ound saying, ·wNI'. Nopp>fting to the .... fo......bon?" Nothing w... haFp<Il i"g.­

Ou'""l!: lhat ti"'" two pl"Xn"," ......, in foot laking p\a<:'o. AI • locoll<v.~ . mall sociali>l

groups w"'" formed. whik . t 1M .... ti<>nall<vel lh<- f"""'" CI'SA I.ad<r>ltip ......., img~l.o rly

Following t"" <fuosoluti<ln 0/ the CPS"" "",....". lad.... in Cap" Town held inlonNl

rn«'ting. ' to di...... (lSrmll political;"""" • •d . lw.l"'. invanably. what about ...Urti"g

t"" Pany". I. was AO pa n 0/ 'hi. pr'O«» of di..... ""n IlIaI lho- diff.......,. b<-t fonr....

C.., tral Commill... .....,..""... "'S.vding tho fu!\lf'< of tho PMty t:«-.. . 1<.> •• A tic>tl.al

"""";"g of lhe CI'SA 1<.odonhip wa' cal l«! in 1951 to dioouS$ the q__ of ....Urtlng the

P.l't» a. Fro<! ea.......,.. pu' it.

i . bf<.m< <iN. at this 1.0., .......ting ..... Nod~ ..~ n 1OgO'Ihet, tho old
I<ad<rship. that thor< was an unthil\k.able &>P t"""" bO'tw \hoo.< who w...,
d_N<l1O ""om> the r a.Iy ... . n iDo,:al _ and tl>os< w""' """""'1F<P-"'d
to CO...., in. So it w•• al ,''', '''go that .... partl!<l <OI'nJ"'ny ... fa. as It><
Communist r . ny o.gani..tion ...... CO~.~

.. Interiorw with Hildo lIornst<in.. pAl .

.. 1"lffVi<w with R....... 1lerns1Ein.. p,"",.
• Intenri<w ,..;t!l HildO 8<""'C'in, pAS.
• ibid ,
I> Interiorw with Ilt-n Turo'" p .3.
• I"t<.-rv"'w with Fred Com<>On. p:S.
.. ib id .• pp.25-26.



"
inili.o';~, romrnuni.lS ~l . loca l level began ". S"'... p r0C<'5S of fftl ing r~ 0 ' ''''''' .ttltud...

0..1.- 'The d i/f .....,.,." . lbhJd... Inward. di.",lulion .monpt ""'lrol Commi b......."'ben

disboNing of .he CPS.... it ..... . pmod w "",,, .....ny "".sed tt.!'i, ani"" poli tic;,}

invol~t. " for '00'" ""''''0.." who hold rq;",ji.'d ,"" d od. ion ' 0 d ioborod I S I ploy.

how",~. , I><' po-.iod WI' one cI di';lI".io""""" . Ao:onling to SACI' .......,ber>.
di...1iof.crio" p1'''' . mong.1 ..ok .nJ file n-<.l'SA m"mben who ~ nduded fn>m

fl'lO"n to "",on,o,ulo tl><' Communi. , Porty. Ilen Tyrol. l'OIod INI 10"""" cPSA

........t>m. in the --.1,,", Clpe ccnlronl<'d ConS"'" org. n; in the 19500 On Ihr i~ue:

I c AC'''' '' Colou1\'d villose in the W<,'Slcm Cope ...h<u lJ>o, ........bon b\lne<l
lI i. card. in I bn boo with pi..,;c around it. "''hen I came I~ for Ihr Con! ....'
01 tho P<'Ople in 1954, th<y spo ke to ," in ....'1 . nr;ry -. T.......,. ...><1 bel,,,,, _
talk to you .bout the Co ngTt'O' 011"" Prople you mus, ploo.", "l'I.in It> ..s wh.>.
"'Pf"""'""l to t .... Party boca ..,", _ WO!ff' IOld 10 di...,I,·c, we buJ;o,d <r.u u rd. ­
lht-v ......1 ",,,,,,body out . r><! htvughl I.... card. in - ~nd U fl ... u..-/ -..,
roricr.nod they wen> tot.olly ol'f'O'E'd to d",olul>On. I'm 101~ this . to<y rou!d ".,
1'C'pc. ted up a"d down the <'OlInif)'. Irs quito clear INt liw rncrnt.-r-.hi ;> was ncilhcr
co"'ulled no . attt;>led lho docis",n. I can'l put ... Ii!ure on i, bul r think INt a
. ubstantial numb<.-t of rn<'fI'll>o1". _ In 11>01 position."

contatt and fo:'mcd a numb<r of smoll and iN'onnal~list pup' al'd oJ IIac romrnille<'<;

in somt ( ' ><5, 1_ groups included Itl lwin! whil('S who had nol bc'C'R Cl'SA~."

~ siru., tion was <:onfused. • • Hild,o lIcmsicin 1\0. e>.plaincd'

Afreo- • ",hM ",!\en we ....-mI., appro.(hed and IIOIhin! haPft"Od, pcoopk!
lenl&Ii...,ly began It> Sf"'Ik ttl Olhers and hid . group' begin 10I"I'lUng. It w.,. at INl
lim< INt ._ somt people in Jnlwlnesllu.,; d«ided. _II, its ~ng 10 100 dl~'.

EVL"f)'btdys going ,10 "" fO""' ''Illiltle Communist hrty I"""P'< we'd ben..... g<:l
tog<1l>tr.nd ...tabllSh • prop'" r.rty."

The "",,, of I.... Sou~~ Afritan C,mll\ul'lisl r .rty lie in the initiative taktn by lho T "a.oI

group. wh ich W I ' ""oded by Michael HOnntl I n<l ;ncl"""<l IImongst others) 1l 1y I n<:!

Hikllllemsiein. t.t""" KOl.S"" (who had~ 10 /olwll'O.'Sl>u<&). ,"us"f Dod"", /.B. t.tlrl<$,

.. ln lenitw with Ben Turol<.. p_11.

.. lnlenitw wilh Ilu.ty Ilo:msltin. p,4!­
"lnl<'rview wilh Ben 'Turok, pr,l6-l1.
• ihid , p5 .
" In""""'''' with Hild l Ilo:mslein. pAS.



~.gu••udl..s J"" Sl<>vo, Ruth Fint .nd OIhen. Tho T''''H ...I in,h.liw ' ppe.n 10 N-VO

oul O<.TOSS tho di...."lo"5 ..kJng p;.."" """"'g. t fo"""" crsA I...do<>; lhe p"""i.....

",I. ti"", hip~ tho two pm<'t"5"" i> und..,. n... lou ndo.. 01 tho N'W ~.ny how ....

.......... f<>moo!. C/'SA T""5v..1 Di.lIiol Commit"'" ........bo." "U ' ''"ed with lhom. &I'd 1.01<1'

it w" tonv..""" .round thI' cou nlrl·-

Following th.,;. initi. liw . lho T,an,vHl group bog",. 1''''''''''' Or ....ho...1co".ulr.:~""

prio'lO forming tho SACI'.~ With ....w ",los on ' Kl'\lilmOflt .nd ob>crvi ng .1Iie1 """'li ly,

tho SAO' w" fom>ed bot" ..,.", 1951 .nd 1952; ilS fint ....tiONJ conf.rmoo ...... held in

1953, .nd by tho ti..... it' ..-rund ...1ionI1 conf<:.rt1l<. look pbce in 19504 •• pretly solid

. 1<oI<1on" with ........ on. hund.ed ........bon w.. in pl.co.~ Hoving dCOdod 10 combi ...

1og.1 work wilhin . <iSling organi..'ion< with "po",i. ,..,.,t pl."""" illegal wor k to rri:uik/

. nc! .mngth... tho P.ny .. lho v.ngu..d of tho mo>t od""noO'd do. .. tho wG<king d. ..:

lho . xi. lenI;O of tho SACP w' s not .....<10 I"'blio until 1%0."

Tho SACI' is romrnonly p.-no-,ued •• lhe ,«"",lit"no. of rho Cl'SA ,~ It b implied. in

oth« word,. dut tho idrology of tho CPSA.......011•• tho rroombon P""P"~ to wo.k

und..-ground........... 1.Ik<-n 0"'" i"t.<\ b)' tho SACI'. !loc.u rho SAO' Openl"'" undo '

illog.1 condi~"",. tho ....... . ppe•••""" within ilS ••nk. 01 ...........io. CPSA mombet> h..

boon a",,"bed to an .........ion to> t"" .lIin~ 01 und~nd work. Diocu" ing t!'>o<e

C/'SA .....mbet> who d id 1\01 joi" the SAO', Brion Bunring co..........IM:

Whilo nol di..vowing any 01 th<'i. "'"""" ldoal•• lboy kll oit!>tr lI'..t !l'cy a.
individ....l. ...uld not .....e1 the ""Iui"" u. of undnground ...".1<. or that tho
Communi.t Pony it...1f oould not .urvi In tho I.... 01 tho • •pt<tt<I Co...."".,..,.,t
. ltI<k, ut... inovitobly. so of thorn to rational;'" l!lo;. own -.knoof,.nc!
d....l<>p -idoolog;<al dilf ""'· with the p.ny and ilO load_hip ."

Tho SACI' "...... ou t 01 the old P.ny" a<rotdi ng to 0 ... of ilS toundor ""' r.t>o..... It

.. Inl<1'vi.w with RuOly llern<toin , p.so.

.. Ibid., 1',43.

.. Int.......w wilh Bon Tum.. 1',17.
• Lc-n>rno: 50 v.... op.el t.. 1'-88,
~ s.. in flrticull' Bunting: J<OI. ne " , .cit.. o...p''' 1I : "The pony ;, RKon<ti tu lOd'

(P!".184·1'l8).
.. ibid" p,1 67.
.. [n'",....;. w w ith Ru" y lle rn< "';n. , .SO



did !iO . 1'>0_".... wilh it> he.od'l....rtc... in lho Tra",,,...l .nd wilh a n<'W Ie.o~(~>h j ?

dominaled by Tr. ,.."...1 """"bcf'<. It w.. inn"""tt'd in portkul., by Mk h..1 fl. rmd.

leading proponCnl 01 in","",1 coloni>lism.· As _ h.,,~ >een, 1M 1;ost t''"'" yeo.. 'll l~

CPSA's ...i't<:n~ w.... moJ1<ed by l.....ion 0""1' 1M ........lion which, according to one

comm",".. 'or. had -olmos!~..,.;- th" CPSA since its in~pIion _ tNt is, the n,l.",<.",hip

mo...-ment."

The cen"" Ql pow... within 1"" ....... rorty shifted from w Cop" to 1M T , ,,...I, ..."Id

C3ml' und,1' the con trol 01 10....... CPS"~ who Nd r....~ lor 0 dos<'f !.ot oruhip

wilh the Congr... ...,,,,,,,,,,,,t ond gt'<'.tcr ,upport lor ....lioN I stru"le. While t. bosis fo,

the SACP wo, being !.oid in t~.... 1951-1953 p<1'iod, I.""..,. CPS" rnett'Iben fn."ly dd>o,,<l

by the ,heoteti col p""'p«1ives 01 ~"~Ing SAO' membcn• • nd V"'" tr...h ur g""Cy 'or ~~c

concu"""t Dcl:"""... c.mpoign. In this contcst. idC'Ologk.ol d,ll"",nces """'ged whi, h

,...,..........l\'d mOn:: thon the •• tio""li"lion, Qllimorous fo........ CPSA ftlerri>er1 .

From CPSA 10 SACI' • Ih" deba ln of 1952-1954.

The d"b.ll'" of 1952-1954 ...ere cru<iol in .........ing the Idl!<llogk" one! llr.togic ton""l wit~':"

which while .odicab - """",,,uni st 0"" nGn-«lrntnuniSl - op<'tol\'d lhroughooll tho 195<;",

Tho.... dob.ol<'l ale ...,.....""'10$, almoll enli",l)' ignored in ...."ling hisl':ltiog",phy. The only

. ....Iys" 01 tho> period "'" been I"r."-idcd by ItiIb I.arnb<-r~ ir, which he a,..lyKd 1.'"...

implications lor lI'ode unionism of in' .......l ro loni..li'm. l.ombct1 howow.i~ the W1~'"

context 01 CPS" politi'" in the l.a'" 19400. 01 which the ddr.o"" of "'e 1950< w",,,,

00<1 P",."""Ii""" i..ued by the johoMnburg DiKll..jon aub. In loCI dolin.. he mh>ed ""

"'''''''ial point: tN' "'" dob.o"" t<>ok place ...no'l4lly orod involved 1M Sou,h Atn<:.>n k ~l

.. Int"""';"w with Ilo-n Turok, 1'.20.

.. K.ori<;~ op.cit., 1',107; _ CN ptel' }.



••• wholo, not just forTrw:.r CI'SA ".omben,·

TlI<' dobl l.. oj tho ~.,Iy 195Cs _ I~ .....ny w'Y' '1' ~'Ienolcn 01 the Int,.......

di"",. sioN aI tho CI'SA In the 1I1~ 1940s. Belh ..w communi.t. ",.rching fur . n .d "'lu.t~

....p>_ 10 the r.pid ly ehonging pel,tic.l 1 ;1' 01 l""lw'.r $outh Afnc:o. which WI>

dorni ...t<'d by tho n.., uf Alnc.n .nd Aln tio...hun. N Cop" cPSA~.:y Frl'd

CMnoscn put it;

Un~l 'ho AInc.n N.no...1Ccngrt"50~ OT th~ Ccr>gTnS me~ .........t. ,,,w:tS,d •• • real
p<>litial fere. 'I' South Africa. I th\nk th<r< w. .......dtncy ;;mcn~ I!'~ . etn';" .
'nside . T>.:! oulS,M tM r . rty. 10 ..,., thing. in dIS. If'rm. me.. I!>.In in ' ''0 ''''-11
lib....IC')' 1<r.N. r .rtieul.r1y 10. I llUnk. amongot ' em.: of 1~.. white mm.""unil l>.
thcugh ,t w" ..,t conh ll<'d 10 tho whi'" comrnuN'" by . ny 1N.""'" of ",...1'....

c""tr.l point . t II. " . fOT tho whit<' I"n . , • whclo " '1. lho p1a<l.' of ell",; " 'fuggl.. b •

period dcmi ...' o<! by ....bo...li"" .nd ... ti"""hOl org.ni..tion.. nu, WI<~'<'d by

1M conIuO«l interlu,,", bE-t...",., the di.",\u' km of'M CPSA .nd fc.....ti<Jn of th" SAO'.

Ind 1M f""t rhot whil.. bl.ck /0"""" CPSA """"ben wor\<'d In :M COnl ..... me"""""':.

A )imillr doblllP 0W1' ell.. . nd ...'ie...l 'lrUggl~ IYd bogun to ..~~ 'I' tho: cPSA

in the lite 190100, bu' w" .l>dd""ly mod. rcol In 1950 whm'M Cl'SA dl 'bonde<l " hH.

tho ANC conhnUO'd 10 grow. fo"""" cPSA U-n,..l C~nmi'l« ....-mb<or ).>ck Si"lOns

~.ino<i In 1930(:

tht problom .... bo«>_ ~""" mo" «>mph<. Il'd ' hon it ,,0«1 to be by I'''''''' of
,he ..,..ko wluch . 1\< N. ti<>...li" ec.............t N . al'ril'd on .g.Uul t1... worki:>g
d." OTgl ni..bons. Tho old bolo".." .I'riv<d .t by oens", nt Inl..am.:.n b<otw<en ~~.

IW<> ...mON . hIS 'bfton seriously upoet, .nd tho worl<ing d . .. poi.nt 01 vir.. It.-.:l,
to be O\=look<'C! ."

Tho tH....."""'t of the A,"lC urode1't.lk,'I\ by tho white Irft w., gi~"" added "rgen<)' In

the 1950> .. 1M Dofi.,..,. Camplip g..w in ,i~ . nd oignif"""co. n... lncN. oin&ly .nti_

white nit.... 01 the li te ...ges of thl· Dofion« Compoip Vner.tod f""'" rhot "'Itmle

• ltV.lImbert: rorti..1 U"iM;,m in Soulh Am..: Tho Sou'h Amg." Csmtms 01
D.dr \J~ io"" 1955.1~, O.P"' I, th<~". u~" ..,...ty of tho Witwotomrond 1\186. Set~Ily

'N~ two, pp.5~l00.
• lnre~w M th Fred urneson. pp.29.)o'
.. T...oon mal collection: .0.0 1812 hU.l: Joel< Simons: !&l.!l!!:t (to tlw Durbon SlUdy

Circle), J.nu.ry 1954. p,lS. Sc'O , h. p,"r J,



"
....no""li,' >enb~,1 "'...p. c,di ng witllin ....e A."IC, Such f<:.n w not ""...." cd " .

former communi,ts. Of wh ile"; g........lIy. Dl"fi.once ump"ign Vclunl ·;n..QUef "'chon

M.ndd. ' W .led lot ...lIit to id...."1y Ih<nuC'l vn ..;\11 Il-... Compo ign Ind not unite: in

oppo,ition to it, if thoy d id they would bo "digging \hc;< own grnc" by "tu rn/i ng l "'"'

whol. rno........." into • rad.l front with di...,tn>u. oomequrn"", for .11....

The wh,,,, =po"'" to Mindel.'. ,pF'"l w•• twofold: on lho One hond, OI'g.ni.. tiOM

such as ..... Con~' of Domocuts .,.., the Dm>ocr.lic Le.~ ........ forTr<'<!. On I"" oth....

'<XUh,ts I n<! former CPSA memb.-n dob.1 lt<1 \he boost ""'.M of highlighting ur>derlying

owo a1igrunent. wkkh, I~ Irgut<I . _ ....~ng '*"'-'ured by riSIng tionali.m. Following

lho di,,,,lut ion of the CT'SA, di..,.,,,ion lim"!,, _ "'" up in ,ho ja. c. nl.... aao..

South Ahica w itt. the .im 0/ "furni.hing I n opportunity 'Of fnnk l""",...,,;e.l discu..ia,,''''

P.rticiponts in the dt'bolt-O Olood ' ool;dly bookind the bfwd l ims of ,Ill' Libeu""Y >trnUIe"

bul w "", not mmmiltN "'0 'M policies 01 o" y pomcul . r group. lImd.."'I' Of ",""vemenl

o~ di>cu..ion as f""n'" CI'SA mcmb<:n. without lhe disdpline ....u;tint from

mombrnhip of a rarty. joil>C.'d sociah.t• • nd T""skyi.1O In debating u.., pia«: of do••

'Inlgglc in • J"'"riOd domiNt«i by ""lio""li., o<&onioaliono. In Copt T" Wl'\, Ou'*"'n.

10NN>C.'Oburg .nd ~l..,whm> rommuniot• • rod non<Olllmunioto aliI«, sought'" n:<lrno !he

bo"'~ Uuo' !\ad bt<>n thre.t<:1>C.'d by 1ll~ ri.., of ,he A."JCYL.nd upo<.'1~ ,t.. SuFP"",iun

of CO....mUN.'" Act.

lading mMlbero of ,t." new SAO' c. lle<! for closc'r rdotioN with W Con~.

mo~l. and for . 11 pro~iv~ whi.... to wO<\ in . nd for w Con~. AlI"nc~. In so

doing.. howe v..... they . liena'e<! • nUmM 01 fo........ CPSA rnembrn and olhc7o. who

warned tN' ""tioNli., mo"""""," would 0I0P . holl 01 W wmplete sociol,nnsfOf'lNl tion

dnired by the wo.l..ing d .... A•• "",uh. ", rnemben 01 W while Ioof, calle<! for the

building of • ·cohes iv~ org.ni...'ion ... loll tt.. p. prot.o,oni.~ the mdusn-iol working

.. F.opl,... World 2. \G-1'152. p2 .

.. ViOWfoinlO ond F. n p. etiv.. {Johonneobu rg Discussion Oub joutNll 1/ 1, Muth
1953: Editori.l. p.l .

.. ibid.
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p"""""e of A whM commu nity whlth, while 1"'"""'""",ly Ied in the rmm lry,

""""'he'.... rnnlrolle<l A'ys,em of ...;>loil3 'i~n who", ....in Ir. "' (Ji..,.;""....'ion .gairn '

,he ....tire inehge""us popul."o... migr.nl l. bour, • ract. liy dl~ecl WC>'~i~~ ,100,) " e"",

louncl in rnl oniol .ituation, el..,whcre. S"col·.Il~. \lncl.. thi, .y>leIn th. gro..th .,,d

de~lop........' of . n in<ligl"flO'" block bourgO'Oi. ... hod no, bo-m encour.ged; in f.a.. . :1

. grood. il h.od bo<:n d.lib. ... "'ly fruotnlC'Cf. Mo"""...... it greed tN, the ·ind",:ri.1

",vol\lhon' ..hich hod bo<:n geneT.ted by the _ ond world prom;oed 10 illCreA>e the

. iu . nd sigNfira n"" of the indu, lf'iol proletaria'; A' yet, how",..., b~k 5o<I,h Afrk....

w... ....", 10 . J<hibi, h,d. evid"""" 01. e1.o.. o::m•.,;""•...,.' .·

Th<'se elilkren, l.octon hod CONidenb!C' impliutiollS I". the ""i" . nce mo, ·....,,~ , In

South Africa. N in coloni.1 . ituatioN el"'when>. r...iAI di,.,,;mi....lir,n had gi~e<l 1i,. to •

....tio....l li1x'!".lion move""",l. In Sou", Am ",,", 1'10...,....,., the I.ocJc 01. Asipifican: inc!ig","",,,.

bourgcoisie .ff«'l«l both the ....tu'" .nd goal< " I the nllio....1 IT..,,,,,,,,,,,,, whioch, ""'no

.rgued, .... o""",wl\elmingly wor\<jfl$ d... in r<>"'f'O'ilio" . ,od inc:r e.>in~ly in " .

"'.d....hip. MOIt'Over. whil. the workifl$ clu. g<"w in SlU. its . bili ty to org.ni.., w••

""trktftl by the ~k 01. bas ic bl'Ck tili .......hip rogh!>. As • re<Ul~ acccrdor.; to \he "oc:.
uNoni...nd cPSA/SACr member Eli Wein1x'!"j\.

It is n.l\lral ,hat :n Ihnoo condition . t!'e Afric.n worl<c:.. h.~e de\"'lofX'.:l • c',.,..
C'Ol\SCiOll....,.. lingt-'d with ....lioNh.m...

n....., "AriDU' 1><10.. Ic<:I pouliti?"n.. In the deb>t"" of ~~....rty 19SOs to condud ~ t~.. l

onhodox mod. l. ci ""i. ..nce in tol<>nu.l .nd semi ...ol""",,l ro~ntrie's did not . pply to

South Africa.

n.., debat... of 19S~·5-I were .ignir"""nt pre<:isely be<:a..... i, WAS 'rg\'~ I.~.t I......

....i.l3~ mo","",,-1It could not be . ....w'd or und 'oocI in "'"'" of rno<!el. <I<-ve1opecl

el..wh.... Jack Simon. , • k-oding C1'SA tlx:oretici ''lI''ocI in LlS4 tNI ·the ""lulien 10

our problems !'ere will c.ll for A gn:a.t dp,l of OrigiNI. f~l. c.... tive thinl<;ng.'"

.. s.,., Vi....points ....d r.~peetl.... 1/1 to 1/ 3-
~ Eli Weinberg; !'Toblrm. 01 Trad. Unioni. m in South Alnq in V1.wpoints <UI<l

r .np..ti~.. 113. F<:bNary 195-1. p.23.
.. T"'A",n Tnal rolk!<:tion: AD1 812 bl.1.f> Jack Simo",: Em""mi" And ro! ; ~C! in

Sou,h Atria p.7, (lco:lUre to tlw: Durl>on Study Cin:le). 1'd.19S4.



'00

"';rcumsuo """, : "In O.eI... to be In><: M.nI,"_we muSi be If'ulv Alfi(iUl;,1 hhi, io • Itml

of <ony~ to describo' ~....i.ts l<>d.yJ..... The . ..Iy 19501 w ilnr>><d • m.-e alld wid...

ranging do:bo'" """, Il>o ",lolion,hip ""'~~ . n<! clu . in South Ame•. Tho. dcbJ,,,,

50" O'S'" and SAC!' mnnbtn questIOning tho u~ful"n. 1O South Atria.... of t»th 51.>1""

COI'llribution to t>unlUng on tho ....bo....] qu..non, . nd It.., ..rio,.. positiOn> ~ptt'd ~ L'"

Conununi.. Inlorm.ation Ilu",. " IComu>!orm1.

of IOl"""'" M.ni,t debol. \lI m " g""ul III. IW<1'ltiOlh """lUty. u rly ......hng. 0/ "'.

Communi.t 10'=" ;0...1 (Comintcm l in "'. 19~00 ....-u domin.tC'Cl by dd ••,... bet;......

Lmin and "'"' lOO" " Communist Roy "",'I' tho- a>m.'d .pptoaCh ll: colon..; mo..".,.,."I,

which w.... sim."ll.,..;ouoly """,,""i. otId . nli· impni.o:i. ,. Roy argued ~, !he cernpie'..,

loeJ>UatiOfl of working cLi " moVfll'l<1lts from N lional """""""'Is. ",hi le Lmin supporlrd

temporary . 1li. ncn !xl..""" lho! two in 'M broad...~ti.iml'""l 'lfUggl•. 'The """""<I

Comin,",", cong"'" re;ol .<d 10 '''!'PO" wh" LftIin~ · ri,,""l ......,olur'ON 'Y

mo..........,..• ...""re Ihry did r>ot hind.. ",orkins eL... n;o!>ili...hon, b tt.....:l 1M IW<'d

for ".".,,'" wOl'ki"S cU" and ....Ii" ....' orvni..tion.,~

Iu liud!lOlI h...hown. positions on L~ I...... nU<lIIOllt<l in subo«j u.... Con, ,,,,,,,..,

"rgely in rnponoe 10 tho ...,.-d. 01 tho Soviet Union's 10....1:" policy. The COmil\l.......

etO.le<! in 19f7, inili.olly a«eple<! Zhd.nc.'. .....Iysi. of . pos tw.r world di.-;d<-d inlo Iw~

hostile campo _ the ' . nh.impt...l'st dO'mocut.c' .nd the 'impenalill anti-<l""""""'ht."

1lourg«>is-lIt<l ....li.....list move"",n" w""' ...... I<> be fIAI1 01 tNo " n... c.a~0T)'.Two years

"let tM Cominform cN ngod 1I<k. . rguing INt lhe .... 1i<I...1 boul'l\<oisie in coI""ia1

sillllhOns rould best 'ltlin tho:;r goo" through . n . 11..,..,.. with ' ho work ing c.... . nd

p.....ntry .gain" impenalism. N.tional ...........mmt. would bring .bout 'nation.al dernocncy'

.. ibid.

.. See ""mond" O.udi'" 1M Q>mmuniSI 1>I"....,..,..t From Cpmjn",", tQ Cpm-nform,
r. n 1, CN p"''' 14 (Londo n 1975).

.. Pel... Hud...n: I..... ... f I IulU...nd . ,.. os in ~ ~ Frt'O'dom
Ch.onf ' . nd the Sou' " "Inc.n ltil: in Frlnkl, l'l ..... . nd S....lling (odsJ: .. R , ..
•nd Ch.nge in Soul" Atns"t (london 191\8). p.262.



io

_. , l.l.te """;tlw' capit .l;" no• ...a.h't in ..!'Iido lilt' bouTg""i.~ could n""".tl. and Ina,,,,,,

the plodu<!iye f"""", and siu of the ...",L ng d .., ,·

Shift. in C".nnfonn thinking ca"",.t th<' ...... t;mr as n>ndi~ons In Soull'> Afric. "'C'.
r~pidly <,,""ging. and f<>reing ",nunu"i. !> 10 unden.o'" • do......1k ,hi.,... of 1M

",l.'ioN ltip botwce n ,od.li'l " ",gg le and ...IioN ' l i ~... lion. A• • Te'>ull. Soul!> AJ.~<on

O/XLoIli.ts oo".ooo,ly . trove to . vol .... ind iS<'n<l'" theories of ."",,,g<>_ rart ;";~l> arguod

African rondilion. ><'quire<! "a n .mmded Ihrory 01 .nugglc.-

EaTly debot... w ithin \he while left we", dorni""'t'd by 'p".k~ ""'lil.:: to ....' ;"""'I ..m

and .upponi...., o f d." .h·"~!e. Tho broad.... C'Of\I..., within which lho: dobot.. lOOk r 1o<c,

1'10__• was ,hoI of I"" underground rogrouping 0/ communi.t••nd Jormaliun o! tho

SAO' in 1953. Aft<" 1'153. lc.>ding SACr""""""" ""'de highly .ignWunt inlft"_liofl. in

lhe on-going J"'O""S' of dc'b.o,. , in which Ihty o\uhN>d ·Colorli. 1i, m Of • Spo.:;al Typ<:o'

In '" doins. SAO' kIo""" 'Pp".1ed 10' who! Ih<>y saw as a middle coune tctw...... \lee

pol<:s of d . .. and N bCi'll! .tn:.ggLe. Thi. m uld 1:>0: a,.. in«!, "'oy .rgu~, by~I'g Ilo~

~,

Th~ minorl t), vi~w: Th~ prim;aey of e!;aU $tnIggle,

Two d i/f"';ng pcnpectives en "'~ .iUration~11n Soulh Afrk. b<u~ elfaT in the

d~.... cI ~... ~arly 19500. Sun'INri. ;ng t1:>o: ""c. ro....... Cl'SA ITIl"InbeT Mrrt :~ !loTm.In

" •.....:1 Scuth Afril:a', ·uniqu~· positi<>n in lll ving •...,.;,"'" a "'fll""e~Ie?f<l N",,_

EUTOpeln bourgeoi.ie ncr a d u. mllKicu. Ncn-EulOf"'an pro\elari.~... El«.&use cI .his,

two ~cnmeting ;r.""'P"""tions c/ L.... C<lUIW "'~ ....i'"..,., "",,vtment wo uld loll<,... hood

arisen. The fi.., .rgu<d tN t

in the cou"'"' and ....h...tion c/ tho Nabellli LiM atory Sttuggle an A1nc.I,
t:<>urg""i.i~ will devdup. and 1M d..oic po""m will felle... I.em then <>1'1...."'6.
The pro l WIll I\I~ gain«! <eNin p>htic.11 Ilftde..,. bu. N t Its = N rnoc
"""-'<Iem only w~'''' Ih" pohhGlI fTe<'dom has beocn ochieved. will It>t prolcl.,.,..

• ibid .
~ Viewpoints and I'. "p<cti"", . 1/ 3: Editorw p.s.
• Vl....peints ""d r e..p<rtiv.. III: Myr~~ 8«m.on, in minutes 01 discu••ion. p.:!5.



bewme rruly ' w' ''' of 1M 1''''''''' d !hei. ,lill p""""l """nomic di..bilili.. . nd
d""elope [.ic] d ... COMOO............•

the ... ,..."" ond CO"'~ 01 !he ...non.1 libo••hon .1rUggI..,

ju.t bee. ....... n..."" i. no _1l-<leveloP"d bo...rg..,i.ie i. ;o ju"" likely W t lhe cI• .,
COI\KlOU . elementS ,w.n 1<>odonh'p .nd tll.at the inte....tS 0111>0' bou>g,...,..,e
will bo pushed ..,dc, In thi , the ...tu ", of the ,rruggle will bro.od... 1<>
;""I...de ""<>nc,,,,;c d......nd•• ie. rho d.....nd. will be no' only fM the! nl...,."", of
<"Xi,ting fr«doms .nd privil"'S.. ' 0 01\, but • fun<l.>""",LiOI ch. nge in .." " ...."';<
",I• •io"","

The Cl'SA in the !.ol. 1~ 'l""sed !h. primacy of cl. .. . lnIggl• •nd Ihe d.>nt.... o!

",' io...li,m in oblu"""ing d .., opP""'ion by •.oci.>1 di,"i,iollS, ~ In lh<- cll.angod rondaio",

of lhe eMly 19500, hewe_ .....pport for ronlinued ,tres., on d ... ........U1. ,nd !he

dcvelopmenl of sep.on t. wodcing ct... " "'c!Urn I.oc~ .he '''FF'<'" ,nd legilim.>cy n~

luding block comm"ni't• . ,nd """,.ged " !he minorily viewpoinl Wllllin 1~'" ",IIil. I.oft.

In . ""lysing lhi. f'l"'pco:tiv. il should bo ......sed !h, t it I.oel,ed .heCO~ pDYiJ"::: by

a .ingl. l~ ing tN.-ofrtici.an (.. Mich.>cl Ho.....,1 w.. to pn:>vidc for I~", SAC1'"'l. R. ...... , .

in ""pen.... t<l c.lI , for clo><: working lin"", wilh II'll" ConreS! >nov","""t. a n~mb<~ of

cou n\c . a'i""",nl> ....,•• pul fOfWMd. So"", ..gued l....t Sou!h AI"". w.. . u l"lali "

country in whlcll ...lional " "'U1• ... .,,"" !<t ob«:u .. (I",.. 0!'P""'.",n. ():hcn ft,e,.. s<.J

entlal . lIenli"" on the d.ng"" 0/ ....lio""l i.m g('l'l//f. ny• •nd on the _al<ncs..,. of tho

ANC in pa' licul, •. All ....cl'll'd !h. same co""l" ,ion, llI.a l the ;nl.....tS of lhe wor" ng d.,.

could not be safcgword cd wilhin . ....tionalist ""'v<1'I'Il'nt.

Those ",he ronlendcd thai ....tio....li.. "",vernenl> were • homo lor bou' ge<>is

..... ncipotion l>ul net _ . king c!.o.. fTCcdom. as ."mmahoed by \loennan. ar:;wcl IN ' 1M

fllC\l.S of aeuvity 10' the while 1<>fl . ho" ld bo the orp.....tion of W wOfIci"g do.. i...

5CpM.... wOTking d ... ""'CW"", In I"," fim pl. C\>. it w.. . TJlHd. as \lie . iu 0/ 1M

worki ng cto.. g",w, itS indcp>ndcnl O'gonisalion ..... lI\&de possible. Wilt> ••pi<!

~ Ib id .
.. ibid .
~ s.:... CNpte>" 3,
ft s.:... bolow.



'"'
' tho> possibility .n<! likelihood of powm~l ••tobl~. "",os ootiIl and po \ihcal working c1n,

"fl;.ni ...tiono comins i"l<> being i. "",.ted."" lleuu.., I .... stu of lh<o """;,ing ,to" within

the popul.ticn n • who~ ... . growing r.pidly. ",ndilions _ SHn to ""i. \ which

.1Iowed lor nonr~l d unity: ·the i........,di.o~ v.l... 0/ th~ rok>Uf bar Ms~ much

loos. by compo";",,, with , Iong.\erm volut 10 the whi~ wor~.. 0/ working <1&.. ur';ty.-

lndu.tnaliw lion. i\ w" argued. had transformed Soulh Africa into . capilolli>t «><::ltry.

~ i"" growl!> 01 """""'.ry industry wi th ilS n~ for a 'tobie, uTbon Iobou' /0",,",

II> ted opposition lO miS'.nl Iobeu•••nd 1M hig""" w.g.... it I"';d lO~k~. ....

"""" &0 • N mi ng point in the «Ol>Omic development 0/ Sou:h Alr'.ca. Summ.>ri,ing the>

· indu, tri. l """,,lubon' of lho' wOS l"'.... crsA "",mbe,.rod economi" Cuy Routh .Il'.......:!

t"-' (hall....~ to the migrant liobou. 'Y'l<'m .nd I"" <olour 1>0, wh;ch Nd "."..,., 0<1 ..

1 ..1hol0~ indu.",.... haY<'~ ;1'10 being. . toUod . 1"""1 ....HI'Oly by ""...whi ..... whi:.,
OtMn hove b<ocn <:onvottl.'d from. whi•• to • non- white working 10<"'....

......1' th.t colonial lomu of ""ploi..tion. mignon, bbour• •he noaol d,vi tlon oI lho worki' 1I

cb••• the.- indu.lrial colou. bar and ... on • w"" no Ion;..... dC'lmnining faet<... In Il'I4'

~my, While all agf'OC.'d '''''1 """""'..y indu. try w.. loa cloocly tiod to mining "",,;:.ol
10 moun, • 5eriou. c""lIeng~ 10 ~.i'bng ",latio"" i" ~rf«l wU ""'" by~ 1O"f'O'<'

<:olonil1 to""" of ~.plo"ation ..~ "fo"". 0. ~"£!!'ol Oprto ..n""",.- A=rd,ng to (l~

The f tha I lhe ruli ng cLo.. "'IS o,,,,,,whelmingly .while and the W<>II<ing ~,
o hc1mingly block 'Mold no4 afloct 1M <:onelo""'n tha i 1tU, is a C.., 'oc;o,,-/
and u...l 11 I• • cb.. ,lruggle tho, i. being wogod."'

For lho", .upporti~ of cb .. Slruggle. colonial forms 01 npk>ilali<>n IO'rWd men:ly 1.:>

"' D.Holt WMe and mock RrlariOO1hiM in 50\!Ih Mrig. VI.wpolnts and I'tnp«tiv..
113· E,1~ .

Ibid.
• Dr.G.Roulh: gan ConA>rn in Sou,h Afrjco Viewpoints"'" I'<npectlns 1/2, p2.
.. Mkhad Halhom: m,nult'S 01 d,""""on: Viowpoints ...d 1'~· ,pKli_ Ill . 1'.14

r.......p"".'. in ong",al).
.. Ib id .



""'.............t lhoul~ act accord ingly. As 0... porUciponl pIlt it:

To n,y mind . "'" ~bof,n"" of a ronscj(lu. da.. ' lI'Uggk: sl>ould not obocu'" the fac,
tNt a e1~.. ''''''Ule actuolly ""'".. 11 0...~ .. 1 do that Sooth Atna i • •
c.>pitalilt country ,i t l hould be de., !h.t how..- Ilu: struggle "",nil...ts ibcll. it
...Yflthel.... ..",..,ns • e1. .. . truggle _. it il only lack of e.pcri<nc• • nd tod>rlique
thai hold ' bock !he development of ,he cia.. """ggle."

Dpi lilil ' ",l.oticms, it w•• ur;ued. _ r' noI ....tri<ted '" mining .nd ind ul try but ....e

Ipre. ding to the runl .reo •. Th. Clpillli.. ~QIt of .grieI>l"'''' .... Ieoding to !he

repI>cemo"I\t of IaN ur t.,.....nt. ,.;th ..a¢ IaNU>; in the pro<.... . runl pto"""....t ....

coming into bein~ . n.... t"'hniques of el. .. .....ggle <O<I1d be> n potted to the ",n l .",as

p"";sely by "",.r.1 of migr.nt Lobou., Ihrc>ugh which the ru n l popul.tion ""p"'''' ....d

·gro";ng ro n"<:1 with the town. and ";,h th<- CO"""!"" of the industri. l worke:' .rod

mi""".-

Fi....ly, bec-lu," Sou th Afric-o N d ·no Iblockl bourgC'<>i. ie wott h If"'Iking of; the need.

0/ bl.cks were said to be · Lorgely in occord,· " Token with the claim ....t white "'llrken

~ • dimirli' hing interest;n the ""'int . ..."'. 0/ the colour boor, it W.I concluded by '0,""

tl'llt ...lio...l 5lruggle w. ' oi>(UK.tOry:

the problems 're thooe of a C. pi llli" cou ntry ";tll ........nts o! coloni.:i.m .~1l

6isting. . nd the chief opposing Iorct-s .'" the c.>pillli!St$ on<! the indu striol
-~.

As IUCh, ,he first IIl k 0/ !he liber. lion .....vemen, ,hould be 10 concentnte on o.-Vni. ing

· the ..... jor prOllgGni)' · in ..., . truggle, the InduI"",1 prolftlori.l' ."

As "'" bc><-n IUggesled, whM .., ugut"d In fOY(>UT 0/ cLo.. nruggle bocou," of

conducivt' pn-vai ling con~i lions. o'h """',>Cd on the <\.on&,," to "'llrking 01.1. IIl'ul\&le

of fllliONlil m and fll liofllli" mov......",u.. Cri tics fn>m !he NEUM 10 fOnToCt' Cl"SA

members .rgu<:<I !h~t · Iel_cry nolioflll mov"""",t 1'1I1 as ill objecti~ the triumph of

.. Viewpolnts ...d r ersp«tlves 1/ 1: DrZS&nden lpoeud. Zena 5u....,1 in minu \IPS 01
di"~lsion. p.1S (em p"""i" in o';g'fIIl).

.. Sonden: nUTol Problw OJ'.c1t" p.34 .

.. Ib id., pp.J5-36.
'"' ibid ., p .36.
.. ibId., p.J7.



a.mb«! '" "it> f.il ",.. I<J bring the «:<>nomk (or cia.. . i ...."" bdOf<' I... f"'<"P~"'" lb.

failur e was in tum ",,,,od bock to the c1.... <O"'p"'ilio n Of .~.., AN(~~ip. According

10 i<>rIlwr CI'SA )oh.onnoosbu't Di.lrict ch.oi'P"...... . I'd Building W""..... lI nion ollicial

o"M du P\eo.oi" ANC 1N<l....liip w.. OV<'rWklmi,,&ly bourg~i•• he a-ntinued :

In Sou.h At,;.,., w",,", • • l1Ong local capilali.... has ~loped. ~ aim of lh<'
incipient oo.. '&""i"o among tho: opprnlCd p<'<'ple it 10 inl<1 U It' Ih,,,,,,,,,lvn ftoto
lhe ...i.d~g loc~1 <. pi liol i.", rallln INn 10 Oil !! lIIf: o~n. The dorru.nd is r.".
equal "lthlS and not 'qUit South Africa,'''

du Me..;o .......1 funh....nd .rgu«l that 1M ANC. t>oc_,., <>1 it> bourg""•• ~enhip.

wou ld by n o mo. n, be imm..,,", fro m tho cri.... wllkh wou:~ afAict Clpi>ah.m 's

decolor.i...tion .~ed up. For du 1'1..>1., copil.Oli.m h.od rcochc<:l its hi~""'t stoge.

imperioli,m, and "' its KC'CS' to rolon iol ....rkc l$ conlraclod. SO IN! o pposin; da, .... W(J\lI ;!

cool<'l.a: infO Iwo hostile bloc>. Such • $i"" ~on. he _'XU.." provid«! "the _ .""' 'Y
COfIdi lions for working cia.. unity..... 111100 al1oW<'d 10• • d ....... "W.noo~ ..or;";~

01.... organi..tion, and the ""lional liber. lion mo..........n~ but wi,h an impoNl n, . . ..... t t1,~

~ad<'.. 01 tho ...lio",,) ""'..........., """,lel not be """ ff~ by the p:>1."i..lion 01 """;01;,0:

I' m,," be n;ornernbeTed ,h.o, bIloi........-. ~~. Lon<llord•• etc.• plK. ' M'
......1«1 inLe....to Ii"" ...•~ Liber.tory M""""""",, i, to be . . ...oed by its :e-."':r>h;.i'
and p:>hcy. l..."pectiYe of Ito COfl'h"'~' -.r.bf:Iohip.~ Iud..... ,~ bo"'il'1'$
O. bou,&""I.-.S""' " The! cl.>,. compoo'lKIn ol Ito lood.....Np. ,!It 'Josa'" ""'pl'~
by ,hem. ,he p..oive tn<'tt>od. of llruggle• •~ proof of the w..k of \he
movel\'lllnl ... In • d~pros""" [Lhr leod.....J W<luld jPin 10..... with Ill" SO n:,.""1
.g.I..., \he wo.kns . nd would lint protec, II.,;, own Inlef"'"""

du PlMsi,', """'"'"'" highligh to • number 01 key ...umpnon. wl\kh in!onr.cd

di"",,»on of ""tio""l mov........to in ,he e.rly 19505, """'y 01 which had too:... ,.iOO<! in

,he l..enin/R<>y dcbo~ . ~ fin, ... . . ,1\0, ""Ii""",! librralion _""",""to wen I.ounchl'd

.. Kenny )0.110. 1': Who,. , nI';.....1
coIl"CI;on: ADI812 f.v2.2/E~ I : f orum Cub: i N.n"".l Ii June
1954; and Donie J u P1~"it: NUl.... 0" """ lain ooinN ..im in tho:: d i:ICU'!ion 'I' Vi ,wpfJinlS
&rid Pcnpe<tl 113. p.« .

... du r ;•• cited in Vi'wpoin ts."d Penpeclivn 1/3: Editorial; p,";il.

.. du Meo.I" t::1!lli':1 op.cll. p .44.

... Dod u 1'1<"'I. ;0: The , inu lion In SoJ,th AIr.:. ,od. v: VI....!"';,.tt ."d P""pm.... 1.'3.
p ,41.

'" ibid.



",l>t-J'e they gained a ...... follo", ing 'The oocond a..umption. Ilowing from lhi. , "''' lko.

lhe aims 0/ lhe maY""",,"1 roflOC1N \he a.pin ti"". 01' the oppr... .., bou'geoisie • u..al it,

lhe d..~ fOT in"'gulion in ,.,,;.ting .In>CIU.... where lhey could Openl~ """Iy."

Con"""lu...~y, Nlionol libO'ralion ma~" _ ....... to be cho.K!<'rited by poli"""l

.. ,her Ikon o:<:Onomic d<:1l'lOnd., whi<h di.tingui.hed lhom from WOI'king do.. org.ni..lio....

II!. K.....y /onh.on of lhe NEUM p<JI il in 1954:

a nolional liben>lory mov........l mu.1 no! be <OI'Ifuted with lhe movemenl for the
toci.al ownenhip of \he inslNmenlS of loboul' , 'The o~ involn . a pohlkal
"'Y<llution, nothing ma"" nothing 1....; the Olher a,S"... a oociol ~Y<llu ti"" to
chang<' lhe YO'ry economic botl. ol SO<IoKy.'"

du M...i. a'Xue<\ lko! in South Amca ,he ....li..1ion of nolioNlliborlllion would ret ul!

At a "",ull , a number of porti(ipon" in lhe debo"" caU<'d for \he building up o!

worlting clo., .truetu ..,..'011' from who' wa. ckoracl<'lited as. bou'X«!it.Lou...hed and

led ...lioNl may " While limi1l.'d «.·op ..._ on lpeclfIc c.mpoig... W" possible, it

w•••lr'l'SSoOCI lkol

lhe ,,",0 clo can . nd .hould 1't'Wn their .."......... idlmlibO't. A!>o, Ill. clcar lkol
lIIe !WO cla can only co-open'~ wilen, .nd in to far aI, their lr._ are ~...
same. Thi. sitLlalion .... fI!/YlII' . nd cln I'ICY\'f loot fot 1ong. 'The bo<o~ .... only
wi.,," to cony !he d"""""'hC struggle I. r """ugh III f<1IlOYC the rettnction. on
lheir buti..... '"~I•.'''

'The urinu. Individ",l. who cllk!d for g""leI" stTes 10 be laid on cia.. struW lhan

I'IOli01\l1 struggle did so for a variety 0/ "" SO.... fOT so""', South "hiea WI ' I capitabot

sociely in whi<h tcmnInl. of I colonial pul "ill nisled, ......11. AIricon f\llioNlitm wa'

....... 10 be a ""ponse to ,he ""'.....1 forms l do pl<'d by clpiloli......nd "''' misludlr>g ..

to ,he f\llU'" of Sou. h African opp"".ion . 0lhr:-rt.'I:"<'Ci lhalth. aims of the wor. ing do..

could nol be ....lited IhroIlgh f\llioN] ""'ggle, and calk!d lor !he drvrlopmrn. 01

ind~1 working do.. ..",etu"". 'The early drba,.. of the prriod mok placr while !he

.. SrI' for mplr O.HoIt: Nllionoli.m !ud In'rmoriO!!!1i,m in Soulb Afri<.:
VI.~inls and r pOd!y.. 112, p.14.

Jontaan: Nanon!l Crout'! ol'.ciL, p 4.
'" du 1'It!'s.is: t:12!s:2 OI'.dL, 1'.44.
'" HoU: NaljoNlilm op .cit-, p.1t



""ith lhe SAO' in e,;u.,.nce. de"'''' "".' soon domiNk'd by the ideologk.>1 F""'pecli"e of

Ie. ding SACP theo",oo.ns alld lhe theory of ro loniali" " of a .poeal lyJ:'<.

Thoe majority vileW: Colon i.d ism of .I Spled.al Type.

As thoe ANC grew in . iu and . ignifia"", in the late 19040., the cPSA ..... obliS~ 10

",as""" it> 'pp""" c~ 10 ....,;o...li.m .1Id ...tion.ali,* Ofj;ani..~on•. Thi. """,e• •• we ha"e

S<'<!n. wa. led by Ihe T,.n."a.l .1Id Natal Di.tri ct. 01 lhe cPSA. wheft P.n-,~.

wo, .od cfOS<'ly with the g,o";ng ConS""" mo"""""'l.'" In l!lSO. tho- cPSA <:en.....1

Comntiu..., ' fj;U'"j thot $outll ,oJrian SOC'ie1y .....rnenk'd 'Coloniali.m of • SpeC.l

TYP"'ICSTI • lha. is, it e."'Med

the cllo, acteri.ri", of bot~ . n imperialist .lal<' alld • colc.n " within a .i ngl~.

indivhtNe. g<'Og,ap~ic.l. pol,I;.,..1 . nd _rni<: tnnty.... 'the N"".-h,opo, n
populanon. ""hile m:lu<'<!d to the Sl.lu. of a coloNaI people. hu no ll'n'tIOty of ;:.s
0""". no independenl e"';. ",ncc. bu' i. almost w!lolly ," logn'M in l"e p<'lif>C,?1 .no:
C('Onomic ;n. lIN ri01l. of 1h<' f'IIhng cla...'~

Tho SACP w~. fortn<'d by f",,,,,,, Cl'SA mcmbt-n f,om the T,,,,,.,,aal and adof!~ csr
•• lIS puliey."· Tho imp/iarion. of CST w".., . pcllcd out . 1 1M Jollo"""''''''i Ci"",s.io"

Oub by two found.,.. mcm~ 0/ the> SAO' · Micllael H........,l. who wU SAO' c!'lai'P"f'O"

Ihrou ghoul ,he 19SOs, and Ru.ty IIcmslCi" Equally ligni ficanl COI\Itib.;lIonJ 10 C-..,

elabo'ation 01 CST. he"",,,.,.., c........ from outside Joh. "nesburg. Uni"","i!)' kenuer J.c.

Simons g'~ .n Importo" t ""';<"l of IfClo.... ootlinif\& tIwI Implit>tion. of the- thOOf)' in

1954'~, ""lIile lhe Cape Tow" rOf'llm O~b hosted. 'Y"'"""ium on 1M ,...Iional q.....non

In lhe- ..~ ye.r.''' fin.olly, il will be arguo<! thol Ilw 1M.,. of inlnnal <t>l<>niali.m d",w

to a con.id.,.,..ble d~ on lhe c<tlonial ....Iy.i. of So..th African opp.....ion (lI'C'~ by

lhe ANC y o.. th le.g..e,.nd in 1954 former ANCYL l'rosiclC1l1 Joe Matthews~. ore of

lhe Ii...l p..blic ' P""'C'>'" oul1lt'bng CS7.'''

'" S<-c cllopl... 3.
m SClll-S); Report 0/ lhe Select Commillft on lhe Supprn.ion of CortUn'J";.m Act

Enquiry: ~tral Committ"" Repo,t to the cPS" Ant>..~1 Conference. January 19S0.
,.. SAC»;~ 0l'.cil.
'~ Simo...: l«t...... op.cit. , ~1 3 r. n....,.. 1954.
,.. forum a ub' Symposium Op.cll. June 19S4.
," CA.~P iWol 12A:2JC.\ll>SlI l : Joe Matthew>: Afric. n N.lionali. m To-Day J~n.....,.

1954.



po.;lion. Sou,h Afric. . .. ,he 1950 O'SA e m ,..1 Commi n.., 1<ep:>n h.>d a'P'"d. h.>d

m't'n'd a po.-nod of heigh'otJ<'d ""1i,,,...1 ro nilid, while the Cl'SA h.><! t.:on fo,"",<1 '0

di>balld. Th••i""'lion imP"""'! i" own <On$' n inu on the o.ctiono of sod.li.,. g.n..... 1Iy.

arod w hiln in porticul.of, a. Ru. ly Benumn ~I.oint'<l:

We rould. in other Ii"..... *' ho\<e blu"f"in~ idol $0"""""'.•rod fo""ul"0<1 ido. l
org.nisalio",,1...ang.".."... To do SO 'odor would be 10 1$01, ,,, ou ..-....:.... from the
/om:> ,ho, 'r<' .;""dy In . clion for de1noa.b< .dvon<'e._ W. have 10 work with
....h.1 _ h.w.'-

In the fi,,1 plol«, Berns i1\. H. rmeI and oth... "" .boul ~plic.ling 'k rel.!io",hip

be'ween <1... . nd no,"' 1 , 'ruUI. OS i, • .;..«1 in I""".ihng condition.. Somooly.

/ounding """"bon of tho SACP rl'Wgniord tho, the dobo"" 01 ,he ....hi~ Idt w""" in I.org.

port a produ<t of ,he «>ntu.ion g.........0<1 by the di~ding oI'he O'SA. "'" .l.oboro""n

of CST .oould be ....n in «In~.I: II w. ' m' public elobotolion 01 the i.deoklglcal

. " ndpoin' of ,he ""w «Immuni.' pony . h w.. on id<ol0gic0l In.......mtion . poc;fiu !:y

aimed 10 ,""""v. ,"" confu.ion mg.ndert'd by the di.b.onding of tho Cl'SA and the ,a: ~y

/o"""""n of the 5ACP.

",,,,,"wO.k of ,he SACP hod 01..., 10 "",k••n idC'Ologic&l intnvonhon In lhe .:.ba ,... oj l.....

ptri<Xl which w""" ......k<d by .uppo" /or cl.o.. "nagglr .nd 1'v;l'lilily ICIward. ""'~

' lfUggI• . Both Br-m. lein .rod Harmel n:>Urodly Olt&<ked those ' who ....n<! oulSkl. the

'lrUggl.; who . ...ncI On 0 lofty pc. 1< of N" pulily. ond condemn ,he " "'1\&10 fOf the

oUionu and the Cll-<'pcr&,;nn of <1..... within ;I.·'~ Sln"OSi nr; ,he """" 10 win. ''''' '':gin

10 exis ling conditioN. CST . uppol'teT$ Iumod on those

. """ amo ng" foflnC'l" Commu ni... who rrjr<1 tho mn""""nl beeo.. ,," il doe; no t
coNorm '0 lhe i. id. .. of 0 pur<' . ..I ive WOfbnr; do.. mo.......nt. ' lfUga;linr;
alo... orod u....id<d ' goin" ..n 0' ''''''' cl m



poople in i'. and if ufIC"""kod .r>d ufICoun'C'f<'<! in ,'''' fi.ld of idoology will d.. troy il,",n

CST hold as ilS .latting poinl lho . ssertion thol South " Ina "'•• ",ni'lu<'. ....r~ed by

lho .ingul.or""'o.!.nd politico.! .".. ng. m. ",. ...hich f\o....c from ,"" penno""""" o!. I.org,

...hil. community:

Tho ",hole cholra<kf and aim. 0/ 'ho N boN I qlK"Sbon i. comphC.'ed by this "'hile
.Ie""",' ...hich i. r<>1 • f..",,.. of .ny Ol...... ",,1oni. 1or dopnIdOTl' ""untry.'P

"""'n:Iing 10 MicN el HaJ'mo,I. Al though "'iii ..... hood >r1l1od ponnancn,ly in Sou,h Amco.

no '1""lilaliv.dilf••cnce b.,,,,,,,,,, I.......tIl. of, .... AI"".... (.r>d. in I ""' in, the
olhor non·...hile popul. """ groupsl in 1M UfUOn and 'hose 01",,,, ,n Mnco _
or ' .....P""FIe 0/ .ny 0'...... ",,(oni.llomlory. ·Coloni.I.· liv;ng ...r>d.rd•• dopriv.~n"
of pohllco nghlS . nd ""nstiM;"Nllibenin. l!'o! dehbo..te .fforts l" P n"VOl\l l!'Icir
«<>nomic . nd ",ltIlrAl d.velop........" " . n ,......, '''' cholroctori.oC'S 0/ coIonwi.m.
Simil.orly, , m.liOTI.hip bel"""'" ,.... ..."ile ",Ie.. 0/ South Amea one: ,.... non-
...1'Ii 1O i. IOSHnb.lly i"'J""".li.tic. In a Wl>Td: ,here .re two N ODns in Soult-.
Africa. """,",pying Ule .arM . UIlO••id. by sld. in tho.arM arca, Whi'" South Afric.
i. a .....,;·ind.pond..., imperioli" ... to: BI~~ $ou'" Amca is ilS colony. Th• • 1""""
uni'lu<' du.Ii,m hoi. i.. rOl>.'S in QlJr hi.tory.on

Tho hi.torical ",,,,, 0/ in' ....oJ ...Ioniali.m ........ t:a'-"!d bock to tho di....""Y 0/ gold in 'ho

18flOs; l""r..ll ..... tho "",in drive 011"" Sou,,, M"". n ....,. hod boon 1.... nu:"......"'" of

". ""''', . ...bl•• c.....p labour f" r"," "," ich "''' cruci.ol "if thoy ........ to derive m,,.imu,n

Supportl'n 01 CST acn-p 'ed. as Michael H""""I pul il. 'ha' °01 cou..... "<1Y <jU<"lion

i• • l ilS ""'.. '. cl.os:; ques'"'n·....'· n.cy .I", . gn-od tho, Ule " 'Vnisation 01 raco rol.tions

in a capiwiOl ""'ory f"';lilO lOd " d . 1.,pl<>ilalion ...hich ".......... tho same P"........ . . tho

u.u. l typo of d ... a pkli" ' ion"'P According 10 lock Simons. ho~. South A/rica dill

r<>1 fit . uch a ""n"",:

,he .poci.Il /catll ... 0/ .~. o>ploilOlion . re ofttn '10 nUm;'l'(lu••nd ..... ked... i.
,"" co'" in South Africa. lha' il i• • Imost '1uali lOtivoly dif!"""" fn>m do..
oxp!oilOtion,n

'" ibill. p.29.
... Vi...-poin lS atld F.rspoc!ivn I ll' Editor ial. p.s.
... M.H..md: Cbsfty.hOM on <l'fU,n .",.. .. of impm. li. m in S<Mh Aim"

Vi''1:oin~ and F...p«tivu Ill. p.29.
ibid . p.l2.

'P M.H."""I: " ""le bv 'M 'r'." in Vl.wpoin.. and Fonpoc!ivn 1/3. p.J8.
,. Simons,~ Op.Clt , p.l .
,n ib id,



'"
Beu""," 0/ 1M .poe"'l lUlU.... <>f n6a1 di><rimin.otion in Soul!> A.hia . wtuch w. ... ""'"

U> , tem /rom ,he .."",hall y coIoni.l ...llhor'lStlip ...i'hng b«w~ black and whn", 'th~

c\.o.. ,truggle i. gn:OIly alf"",t<:<! by di vi,;o",~ on nc\.Il /e.o~" .....~" no.. m.ojor laclOt

which affMod the do•• ""'ggl. wI' the 1><1 O...t. in .........."" Iu cdunLo! I<>m\> of

oppreo.;On, bl.ck South Ame.n, h.ld J.ou nchl:<l In ;",",I,,;o&ly PO!"" " ....tional liberation

' truggle. A> ........11. 1M me lay at Ihe ......tn 01 debolt' ""'" CST.

The ANC: bourgeois nationalism or peoples' moYemenU

A <'eIl....l argument u>«l by tho.., ho , tile t" 0< suspicious of ....tional stru ggle WI ' 'Nt

colonial movement. comph«'d an .1Ii;mao of cla.on .."icll ..""'" dom.i....1ed by the

opprnS<'d n.obo",] bourgroi " "; the \.0, .... ""US", inclusion in capilOli, • • tn>c1U,...., ... thcT

,Nn tMir ov...hrow. MieN .,1 Harm<'l ><C"l'tN tho, in Sou lh A1ricl \he IIOIiorI.ol ...oOv""""',

wI ' ." . 1l...nce of cl",..,., -. /amihu clllractenOli.c of such movement> """"'S OJ'FT'nood

coloni.t1 peopl.... ev<'l')'\"h,,,,,:'· He ful'th<.-< not"" that colonial """'''''''''''I:<~ com.monly

"IN').N by the dominantt of the bourgeoi,;,," which. at ti....... 0/ cri.is, "beu.yt'd \he

moV<1T>e<l1 in OTder 10 ..... ch • compr""';~ willi Imperialism . t Iht e>p<'fIW of the

rna.....- iUrmo'l, &ms~in. Simon> and othen an .r",O<I, ho_, lhat it w.. enh"'ly

~".
10 gene>'.1i~ rnech.an;s~<.lly h'Om ovnw.. e>pet"ot""" and ... u..... I.'...t tt.e
C""~.... .,., mere 'bourgeois .rrai.." which "pu~ WOf!,;in&du. elemmu" sl'.ould
. lana aloof from. or .!templ to di'rupt.'"

'1' thl' fi "t p~, il was .'SuO<!, compo ';""... with ,,~ e>p.~ did n<>t lake

accounl ollM f. et INt a p" l'tku lar function ol nciol opp""''''''' in South AIrlc.o had bolen

to delibera tely ....biet 1M dev<'Jopm<"'t 01 a bbek l>:>u'Seoisie:

n.... sped.l ~.IU'" "' imperi.oli.m in South AIrlca is tho- e>ist""C'e of lhl' Iarp
popu lab"" of 1M d" mi... nt imperiolisl N b<>""lily, okle by oide in IhI' .......
tr mlOry.s IhI',op~ coIOfliaf~. This N S .....11<:<1 in Iht vinual ndu"",n
of It.. non-whiw peopl"., ..pe<i.oIiy tIw Afric. ..., from Iht cor.vr-orr-tial . nd 01"""
opportuninrs whlch lhl' dev<'loprn<'nl ol imperial ism alfon:led 10 a ......U rnil\Ori ty
in ocher col"nie>...'"

'" ib id.• p.l6,
'. Harmel, t:!2!S: OI'.ciL, 1',28.
'" ib id .
... ibid .
'" ib '<I.. p.37.
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n:

""pIoih~g a~d a~ uploite<! cI.....'" No~etMJoos., . 1I argu«l tNl ...hal ..... <i'nif"'...., in

n... CoI\gr<'« mo'o'<!......., ..... not lhe "",ilion il had .lready .... ched. bu' ,he lulu... trend .

<'Vident ...illlin il_ All c. lled fo' • d "... ...orking ...l.oli.o",hip bet"'...... ccmmuni.l••lId

N honali. lS b«:.u~

ccndiho", _ CCn<oiv. ble. "'h..... 'ho wa,kin, cl.o.. i. dontin.>nt and tlwrdo",
lftod . lo ... u ' ho !c' der",up of u... 'lnJr;gle for Nlional hbeT.li.on....

Fo, joum;oli'l and SACI' member Lio...1Fotn'.aJI, !he lran <lormation of !he Cong",..

mo............, "' I dy ...cil und<:1' ....y. ConltOl of the C""groo..... ho " l:"e<!, had

[110 • g t c'de"'l [beenl lVTC'l<'d from llw h.nd. of lho bou'g""i• • nd ".o,c
""n••,.v. hvc clcmcnl•. •nd leaden ...ho undcntand 'ho roft<! for 'lnJt&1c .,.i"'l
bolll na,i"""l opp,...ion.nd ito imponoh'll!COf'1Omi< root< have co..... to tM f"....'·

Michael Ha,."...l ..... ""'... n-.l.. ined bu' equ.lIy definite, .'gui~g IN, in reccr.' yea.. ·w

militan, wo,king clu. U'ndcncy ha. "'i<>lded 1........lng inAucnce in our N t on.:J

""'".....,,'...,,, n... ....... J(,aclcnhip of bo'h IN Aro<C and SAIC wa'C poir.lf<I to ••

evidence; 'ho , .,.ulto of thei. ·p'og"'''' ve ...orlUng cl.o... policy"'" "'.. lIIe ..~ or lhc

Defi.nce Campaign • • a ,001 fo' mobdi.. lion 'a'..... tlun tho ' CONl'f\ ' by .ubmi....,n· of

G.ondhian ...ty.graha·"

The gn>...ing inRu<"l'ltt of 1M working d a.., a<ccrdl ng to Simon• • nd Ha.:mel, ",~ul<!

come to be ,...A<'ClN in the mclhod. ond demond. of \he N ti"",,1 movm>c.'!lt Iu the

wo,king cia... loOk con",,1 of ,he NtioNlttl\lr;glc, ocro rding to Simons, to · thi, . t>ugglc

will develop ch.orocteri, oc. of llw d".. struggle'" The p:>lih",,[ demands of 1'ft"Iou. :'C. n

"'OIlld give ...oy before a. growing crnphUi. On O'COl'CmK do""nds. For . lI S..pporlOrS of

CST this p:>int ...u <'mlral' according to Harmtl, llw ANC~tN om., .odv~

progressive a.nti -impcri.oli. t lendcncy in OU. COIlnlry.... a.nd os .uch would i........;ngll

highligh' ' ho KOnomic a.'peel ' of Nti(IN.l libcro,lon'

... Si"",n" N.honali,ms op.ell.. 1'_6.

.. Simon" Urture op.cil.. 1'.21.
'" Uo...,l Fo......n: Nationalism, In Soulh Alrig in FOl\lm QuI>: S:anWi..m op.cl'•

... Ho,."..." r:!!.!tt: op.cil.• 1'.38.

... Ibid.• 1'.38.
M ' HaffflCl: [mperi.li.m op.ciL, 1'.34.
M> Simon>: l Klu,," op.ciL. 1'.21.
'" Hormel' Imp"n>li'm op.oil.• p.J).
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otpaJa~ working cIa" .lNCN"". Th~ "" hONI "",........,.,1 ...4. g!'l)wing in app<>l and

mWu t'C)', il ...u 'rgu<'d, bee.u.... of I"" inllu~ of the ...erking <last "';1I"n il:

h i• •uch an al1i.1 ",,~ • an all.....,., of the werking da" and tho p~lty-bcurgl'Ci'

. lra" of tho colon..lIy opp=s<'d poopl'" ,0/ Soulll Ainca INI " no... g.,...."Z
ground and cond~'Cllng lhe d.fionce c.mpa, gn."

N .uch, they . rgued ralher thai 'il i. proci....ly lhe working <last lh.>1 shou ld ..ad tho

'Ir\IUI~ and lNl mu. 1 load if 1lI~ "nIggle i. to boo C'Cmplot~ly \'inoriou... ... f rom \I1io

"''''''!\ally pragTNIic I""'pocti~~, lho ,uPPC" Oft 0/ CST called /(yr the broadmn3 of ~....

Ccngrps. All......,.,. rallln \lIan • NrTOWccncmtralicn "" w(II"hng <Ia.. polilics. Speokir,g

di"""ly to tt,~ w hil~ IcfI. the lead ing SAC!' lheori". ccnclu<led; ' . 1 ptotml il it «lITOCI for

. 11 de"""","" 1O 'lnlgglo in ' he nalio",,1 libomolion lI'oOV<'m<"ll of the rna.........

lb. SACP and CST.

The lhecry of in,,,",,,1 ""Ioniali, m ...... ..,:jf-conociou.ly pr. gnraric l naly'i. cI Soulll

African cpflS"'SSicn .nd!hoe kmn lNl the ...-.;. I.onc:e ""'~I .hould 1.0\0. It d""" "" It..,

aNlyt;c framework which had been implic:i l in lhe prcgr>l"""" of the (]'SA f"llowin; i:.

mdor"""",,1 of I 'IWo-.rage· "",Oluhon in 1928.... Und..- pr...ure from. p ";ng TII~r..l

....,..........,1, ho_ v... the CPSA in W La'e 190&00 Nd beoon u""b!~ to h l.>"". tho

l'<'quif'l'menlS 0/ Nlio""l ShUggl• •nd <Ia tnlggl~ , Or-.. 5«Iion of opinion within ~~e

C1'SA .Ir'-""'C'd the prirN<)' cI el . .. Iss hile •..,!her wa.s ' much more ~ih,'e 1O

coleu. it,u.. Ind IN: Ntio....l q~bon.- A, SAC!' memb..- Ilc-n TllfCk pul it .~ ~..o

thing. had to be f'l'KIlvt'd .nd d~rly ll\(oy ......., slowly reso lW!d llI=gh IN: ;,,~

colonialism lheory .....

CST llIu. c1c,..-ly had • conlemp"ra1'l<'OU' poIili(al p.oj.<:t. It ..... d~ by

Tra",~aol communi". who had ...,11td foil I . 100..- ...... tionship bot>o..n tho CPSA.:>d It.e

""00 ....1"",",."..,n lS• •nd who con-'liN IN lhe IoAdenh ip of the SAO'. Whm the SAO' w••

formed, il w. , in • ""." ....1 domi""lod by tho Del'"""" <Jmpaign . nd lhe ctII'tuo:on

... ibid.. p.33.

... Ibid.
'" Si"",n" EC'!>1'>Q!!liq Dp"'il , p.9.
'" See chap"" 3.
... In..,,..,.;,.w wilh Ben Turok. p,19.
,~ Ibid.



'"
among" ccmmuni". brough. at>ou. by ~ di.n..ndins 01 the 0'5....~ h". aim of CS':",

lhet<'fo..,. ioU '0 ......, ,~ dill.".",.,.,. ""or fa« .rod d.... ~ "",on<!. oquall!, 1m""""",
fur.:bon. .... 10 nublioh • r2pport with Ill< 10"""" Y"" ," Leaguers 11010 in _ A....C

pooilions. The SACI' oought to ally it>.e!I in porti<u1.l.r with Afn.:In ",-.IiSlS; ACalrd,ns

10 \len Tu rok. thi, "'as giv", ·vny high 1""<>"1)' _ litl _ ,.... fin' i...... on the .gOfld.o-'"

As ..~ have ........ w ANCYL wW ilWlf as pan of • Pan-Atrian .anli -<olonl.ol

mo~l\l. and by the ....., of the 19400 was ;naasingly . nli·i""",""li.. and '1'0­

Ammcon." A. Youth t.el guen moved into ......." "'-';C fO'i lions ond beg.n "" 1001< lot

. 11iC!'s fro m """"'gOi Cclou1'Od . ' rod ",hi.... they did to n pholly in _ of M> inlerr..l

colonial .""ly.i' . 'The ....rch for I'On-Afncan . 11;"" was npl.o in«! by ,.... Youth lLague

joumal Afriko':

'The p"t~ 01 Ubn.OOn /".. the «*miol people in the """,,'"ift/l <ft'llury lin in \he
building Of p::>wt'riul ....lio...1 II'OI»'ft'I'lOI5 whi<:h, UN'ed wilh por;......,~ Ion:e> .in
the n,,'ropobton <'OUntries. wi ll d<f<a. tloc ir<lpenoh. t.. South Amca ;s beth~
and ,,,,peri..! at the s,o".., Ii".,... thr hben lion mo~t ""ving '" ~ built In (\000
proximity with . dvono:'<!<! eIorm<n" in the op~ gooup.'"

For the SACI', CST w 01 mArT)'ing cw", 'lnJgg~ 10 N Iion.d ~beratiOfl

,"""ggl~. For the " ou th ~.gue. in _ co loniall.m pmo..-d • similar fu ndicn in

Youth Inguen ,n llor la!~ 1'HOo. Fomwr ANcYL~t Joo: Mattl>ew1 oootIl nod CST

from . ....00...11.. p<npcai"" itt. public .pecom in ).1\11.10/ 1~. H.. lUlling poin! dcorly

l Pf'fO~i",,!od that of Ilemomn, Hamd. Simons . nd othon who> .~ South Atria".

'unique' rondition.. MI" _ ' ITgUOd ' "South Allica Is rolo nial rountry. BU I il t. not 1

ryp;al rolonial (Olllltry..... South Airia·. Iryp;ality dmvoeCl hom ito ",hi .~ rop"lIbon

", hiet., bec. u... i. had~ penna......1Iy in thr an.>ntty. ..... .~ to eJlft1 "I """'"

comple" control 01 poIitic.1 . nd o;«I,.,mic po..... INn is pooo.;blo in • typic.ol coIoni;d

countty.... •• v..N'~ Sou.h Ame. d id not hi... to wi n "'"' .upport of ' . midd le to" copi"':io!

'" Ben Tumk. quolOd in Lamlx-rt: iMJJ.l op.dl . po'. (nnpN.i. in originol).
'" s.... d "'P""" 3.
... Afrika! quo.... In Adv...ct 1' · 12'1953. 1'-1 .
'" J,M...""",,, Nanonali'm .., .cil . p.l .
.. ibi.d .



d .... from among ,he OJ'P,,,..,,.,,;l: and ... .. ,,",u lt "1>0 11'Udd1~ ~.. (M capil.lli'\ cl 1

won" ..Iking .bou' .mong tIo.~ A!ric.... k.. "",,'g«!, nor i. tIo.~ ".,et l~ly 10 tot. 0"" ...

For M.>l1,,",wo, '" .....Iy.i. ~o.«\ on in'.....l oolonl.lli .... served \(I ~"'pN,i~ tIo.~ You tlo.

a..gu.... <'Cf\0' ..1 .......Iion \!\a ' Afnca ul~ d~ oPf""""iOn " "« ononuc "ploi..lion

•• w<>' 1u:n . nd ...".,..........d oppr ion ..nd humill.1lion ... N. lion" To remo"" both

~pl.." . g.i",. ",he -;C, W..t<.-m powopn wl>o .... , u pporled in thr;, p"'" by Ihe

llS.A: Th~ .i= of Ihe ...liorW Iibon Hon 'lNgglr in So,, 'h Afric• • in Mall l>o'w. ' W<>rd.,

~ "Political f'o w... and Ind.".....d<-ni:t': Complet. Equality, lMId. EconcvUc~ a:-o:l

C"I ""'~ 10, all ~pln in Alnka : '"

CoIoniali,... 01 . Sp<'Cial Type wa, a pngm."ic tIo.oorflical tool ~YOI~ by a variety of_vi... in ,he 19S0-1 954 period. CST was .. __.... 01 """lYi ng w,,"\ Jack Si rn<lr"•• deoo:ibe<;l

as "1,)1>0 .....jo, pr<>bl"'" confron'ing ,1>0 Non-Eu"'l"'''''' IN, ls, "tho ",bIioonolUp bclwern

1M fl.l1io""l libc:n,ory ""'ggk' and ,1>0 'lNgglr /0, oocUli.....- Prowi"" on ' M diffm ng

analytic fr......_rb of tIo.. SAO' .nd fonnoor ANcYL~. CST was ..\om \(I .....n

a .....jor !Um inl: poin' in ,10.<: Soulh African lib"..lion .trugg~ ~ do.. 'Inlggl ~ ~

Conclusion.

For ' I'c SACf'. tIo.~ adoption of CST broughl .boul ". very ~lil>Joo di/f~" in i..

appmKh. to ,"" A.."lC \hln thai wllich had p"".ilod in IIIe cPSA.... CST plO'ided ....

idrolOVC.1 mid-poin' a\ whid. botlo. ""no""li. .. . nd tortununi. .. """ld moo'I , Th. in tum

wa. tho ...." h of a mow . way from ft lO'eml> Nt'oonali.m by ANCYL and A.';C tnm'Ibi!n•

• nd '''won /0. nalio Nl muggle by SAO' rnembcn. For ,1>0 whi~ left, tho calls from

Hannc~ Bemstcin, Simon. and o,l\e!o fo' whiln '0 work wi'hi" tho Conl>"'" All..""" gave

'" ibid " p.2.
'" ibid . pp.J4.
.. 5;mo",:~ op.o t.. p.l7.
... 5;"""" a nd $"00"<: C a.. ..,..ell. p.609.
... lnt<'~... wi' h Miriam H......... {\9901 tranompt p.l.
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. dd<'d Idoologicol ... nClion 10 the c. n from 1... A....C . nd SAIC for ",lUI"" 10 1',,,:i('r>I '

dlrc<:tly in tho ""tio""lli"."..tion 'lrugzlo. Ao will bo! di""" ",d in ch.ople: f".... I' "'.. from

,ltio oon'",,' lNI SACOD ."...,.g<-:l .



a...pter five.

The formation of the South African Congress of Democrats.

Introdu ction.

In 195) • numbo1" of ""w orgoni"'tions~ fofl'l'o<'<l to "?F""<' the gov"""","", a:.d i,.

1"'1i<:y of . p.arthcid. T'h<.-<o' included the libenl P.rty. ,be Uniun-I'roeu l P.rty, . "d the

South Afric.n Communi.1 I'~rty. 'The Yr ye.r yw lbe formation of ,be South Ah"ican

Coloured People' . (lrgoni.. ' ion ISAO'C . nd 1M while Sou:!> A/rican Cong..... of

Dt-mocr... [SACOOI. which -.. bto~gh' 0 bcing by llw: IoNC . nd SAIC .nd pi n~y

lonned ,he Cong~. AIli. nce. Thi. chl ple nalywo 1M 10000000 Hon of SACOD• • nd llw:

deba1<-' &<,_01<'<1 by tho: "'"""1::""'" of . wt ConF""' wo,lcing in . Ui.nce wi' h Amell I'.

Ind;"n .nd Colourod Cong=>e> in pu"uil '" natioNI libenllion..

In No........""" 195: the m c arod SAIC inln>dod dil'O'rtly lnlG whi ' e h""".I/ leI, r<>lib~

. nd a.lled fur ". porallol whi'e organi..bon" wtuch could join ~"e Cong>n> All iance.' 'The

ConS"'" inili.aHve nil aaco. a conbnuing proceoo of dcl>ole . nd "'....,.."""',~in8 ptace

.mong. l li""". I • ...:I r. d ical whiles. II"iggered by llw: growth of the Con"... movemonl. n ...

Congn... . of l':Io>mocr... ICOOl w• • funned /ollowing llw: Congress call; • ye:.• lalor,

SACCO woo Iounched naHOl\a1 ly. SACCO ........g«!' maI'. highly vocal and vi. iblc

whi,e por tner 0I 1be Congr= AililnCO'. 11 hid lWO in .i , lG educlle whileO" '0 IN:i.

"rea.l lnlet'es"" " .....nracial fuM" with <'qu.al righ.. /or .11 " and to ensure th.1 po:ilic.l

"",Aiel look pi..., be,ween "lhe prog"",.i"" loms and the /oms 01 ""action".nd d '" not

dog....... l. into ". d ..h on coloo. or n cial Ii""":'

SACCO providod • poli!k;l.l home lor whiles who supported lhe . i..... and """""". of

lhe black Cong"",..,.••nd en'UrN 'hal while eo_ WO!'e aired within lhe Cong",.,

A1'iance. SACOO', /ormonon. howev<T, lughlighled.rod oucerbaled differ.,..,... wi ' hin 1M

while left over the relationship belWftn \XI....I and d ....1tU"le. 'Thi. chapter Ioca....

lhe /orTnoliun of ,...., South Ah"ic:sn COl\" 01 Demcxn" within 1M wider con'.,.l of

, Dumo Nokwe quoled in Robertson.. U""".h,m op.cit.. p.88.
, Tre. son Tri.J eollectic>", A0 1812:Ef8.1 .:: Uonel "Ru. ly'" ~n: 1M BoN 10 Liberty

CSACOO Lounch Com ......"" poper!. O:tober 1953. p.2.



u.

Whil~ opposition 10 ~pU'lh~id, 1951-1953.

The ...., Iy 1950s ...w ""wi ng oppoo;lion 10 tj,e un/olding NaUONh<l PaM} P!'<>t'":nrr... The

Iegi,loti "" 1><'<1' 0« of aputh6cl wu laid bot~ 1950 and IQ~3. wilh • _ of low,

Includ ing 1M Group Areo' Act, the Populotion Rotl'ln lion Act. ,~ Suf'P'1".ion of

Communi.m Act t~ Mixed Mam oS'" Act and nth.... be;ng p.."'" onUl ~ SlrtlJle t>:>ok.

The desi'" of ~ NInon-Ii" Party go.............. to d;..... fra""hi~ roJounld VOl..,. IN to

.bI'Oguion of tho' co",tilulion .nd an ""l<'nd od con'titulio...l crisi> t'Nuod. In ' '''pot1>c.

black' and wl\i\es ""'"' moMi....:l in unp~01\Il'd numbon agoins. I~ lmp\em('n...lion

of op.on htid .' The e• .....".".i<'l: mov"""'''l fln<'llod as 1M INdiog white OPJ'O""nl 01 the

&0.."11\11·. ...11. and by 1952 11>" Ton:h C"mrr..ndo had • quarlt'r of • million ?lid·up

~.' In lho' ..me Y"" the AI"ca n NOlin",,1 COng....... South MriClln Ind",n Q.n(;'ou

scm ""i, ter> ho d b<.'<'n jm pnocl'lOd for br••kins "p'llhrid "'ll"b tiono. ' rod L'\.o St.l:u", . :'Io:I

membcnhip of the (.(mgt....... hod ;mp...",.d d...,...ticolly. In Sepmrober 1952. an ed ilOtI<ol

in the libl:r.l p u......t TIlt F..",~ . umrr'I<'J up poli ticol ""."Ioprnn>1> Iii,, ",

U1 U. be f.~nk ~nd conI... INI \hi,,&, ore not KoinK vrry _ :I i" ~L'" Alriu al
Pf'<'S"'n!. n.. Ainu... ~"' openly lIoutinK the l.tw; IN;, I'ri.... Mini. le'I" io ."""' 0 '
I... opmly noulin~ IN- roun .; ~nd n (\ill 1_ .... between ...h~ and ...!\ito ..
.... n .. bo1 ...""" ...!\il. .... c= black, are mollnling. Why N~ Oil' ~If~;n b<:-en bro,., 111
10 thi••tago? Why art "'" ""'vinK inlO !he Z(!M of perpetual ClItO$1"

Fo. both lib. ...l .nd . ad ical ...!\ito> the political llpoll'!,. of !he . arly 19500 had 1 0

relal ed effect• . Botll ........ Ioolt la .goly ..~.. ol~.. ...hooe e=irectio" ~ .......

llnable 10 control ,:r in/1l101n<l'; as ~ reslllt of their relali~ polilial lsola tion. both lnib. ltd

lenglhy Internal deNl,"," in all<'mptinK to a..-wmmodale IN;,~ ..... to Ihe ....... f'Oli tic:al

conditio .... Orgoni..booa1 ....pon..,.. - in !he sha pc of !he Libe'ral A...,.;~tion ~nd !he

Congreos of DemocralO - d id ""I 110... o rganically from the prtx:nS of dcbole bu l ....ore

forecd 0" ~nti"'l'"rtl>eKl w!\i1e'l by the nC'>d 10 ....pond to a npidly changing ",,1; ';""1

' See d ..plO'r 2.
• ibid.
'TM forum : Edi torial Seplemb<T 1952. 1" \ '



.. ....
fff00'"."" ,if ~ .

""••

.,\", ',\"1'" ,[~~,--" --, ,Ij • • •- " ',o'e' ,~ ~_ ~ ~ ~ )0 b ~ - ~ ~ • ~ ~
~ 3 ,&~ : "2 :( ° 1 -l i" ~~
';- ~ · r '\" ' : if ~ ' l .~ ,~ 5 !i' !f ;::>' 'l li ~ :g ~''
"3 ii' ~ a :: ] a.:: if ~ ~'l
~ ~ .. t I 1- t ~ " r ~.. f'.' - -- •• -, °~ ::, S' a a. -;:: ~:J: ';;.;l
~ ..:~ ( 3':: ~ 2. g2. 2' 2

, '." § ~ I 9 ! ~ ",' ~ 8' Q a. ~e c_ >1i~ ""'''g3 !i
<'!-"!-~ ~"!1[ 'is. " -<- " ,,;,ll" :> '< 2-
"<' ~ !r -< :? l'::r ~ -' :( _
"~" l!:;-[il"ao '::~2:i"
~~j"il~~ ~'1,~~~ ~~
Hd~ld !.q~h., l. ~,~ , i l i i ! ]_. l_ " ·· I " · 'j ' ·
;; e:~~Il~·t.W. .. f~ li'
* i' ~ ~ g' ~ ~ ; g. 3: o< ~ : ?

f i . ; • ~ ! l i ~ ~ , i i
;~;fl'!"'l<'~or

" .0< ~" 2~!f"r11 l!., :0. 5' -!l.;,
fll;'~;l, .. l ~.~~ ~.Q~:t
Ii> 'if~Hf~ l'[~• '1~~ "' :l s. . .a't:--;~it!; "S-g'~" 2" D !f'';Dei. .::! ... ,.,. .. J' :> .. _. (I ..

it ~ ~i'i e: e-
~ n::l '" ~ g;
" .. ~ -g = &
!l i!..,< ~g1: "
2. VI ~ l , , •

;>: .. ... ,<>.
§ ~ !S[ ~ J. ,, :( '&- Ill!;

d <!': ? ';: i!M'

~;;g~ ~~
t ?-~~- ~ [
2:. oj, _ d '
... - ' <:". ~ gt"'5l "3.
- _ • • ::>, "- - ' 1- ' "_ .. - W li

l'i,; '
"2. 2 0;. ~_ a ~

r r s s s s1-- ... ~ D
~ a ~ ~ ~ i
e- ... t ~" D
, < " ,'sr r r r :~ .. 8.~j~
' 0" -'it - '" J: ~ ":;'

, !g g-g6
r 't' :~~
~_~·a~ ~[
JJD' ~'~C
~ga. ;:Zii"~
~! ~~8"-,'
..; ~ g- ~ !i« 1o,!

i ~ i l
~:l~ e­... ~ '" ~, ~ " .
l )- 1~
~ ! , ,
, [ • g

I I tl
~ , [ •
~I!;.o
~ 8" ~ q

I;!': ~ ~ I!., - .
5- ""~~

~ a ~ e
• < , ~
:!.n~g'
... g .. Q
_ ~ C "
"' :I -~". ~ [
~ ~ ~ ~

~ " ~ 1.
• I ~ •
a a "e
f i ~, !
q: ij -? ff

,
s
~'

-"



'"
formed an ric<'\o"'l .lli.r>ce with 11>0 Ul'Iiled Party and L.bou, rarty• • nd mo'o'od . ..... y

from "'1ra-pa, li. """, ta'Y~n in favour 01 hou~_n" and vole!" ~'I"'1K>n.' Tho

political pmmi....""" ""i'>~ by Ih~ CornrNndo ..... r.pidly ...ken 0..... by the o..ti.1r~

Campoign. As described by Lon \..ce-W.rd.... Loter SACOD vi...-d\.oirpen<>" and MP. 'w~jlt

tho> ~ of lhe To,"h eo""""ndo <tIC1ed oil. the wrr'l"""otu"" in tho: cungrn> .n.. r>ce

Incn' .sed"~ n.., whit~ \cit _ ...,~ ;naC!i..e in the Torch Commo';"o; the;, lack of

an Of&o1ni...O:;O....1 t>o~ \toft t!>om M '\Ippomy~ .p«t.oton b" moot 0/ the Dofi.o~

Campoign.

Tho Defi.o""" Compo.ign "igl\]igh'fd both n... Ieng procns of , adic. li. ;ng Ih~ ""'C.
wltich had brgun In the mid ·l9400, and tho ..""',veness of ilS new _ ......hip. drawn in

I.r.rge part from the Tank> '" the ANC Yo"th Lo.~. "The c.m~gn wM prl..... rlly

inW>ded 1o "",bili... blocks while J"'I"' Io';.lng ConS""" Owraetni,1i< of much Coogt"'U

activity in the 19500. ho..."""" 1\ ..... .01", .1_ ", . 1 whi~ South Ahic' ." By subrnitting 10

. ITt'OI f", b.e.aking 'p"flheid regula tions. def..... hcpod to hig~lipt lhl:'ir l..:k of 't.on" in

lhe COIIntry: as ANcY1. ,,"",ident Joe r.u~l>ew. ""led, 'We NW lho White INtI n..l in U-..,

moral bor..le " In !hi>, the lnl1uO'flCl' 0/ G&ndhi.>n ... ty.gtohio WI> Ippmlt. In .dditicn,

Campaign org.ni><'T$ !Iop<'d to INlIJe"Ce \he white puli&.........no:! white YO",," to rey..al

thf .IK 'unju.t Lo w. ' .inglod out 101' P"""t. ~ Nel..... M.ndelo IJi'lN:

II thf gov",""""nt ",'uJed to 1"'P".1 tlw A<:iJI, We would",.,et u-.. vot. .., beo. ~..
of thi. ,illl.tion, to ..y we cln" go on witll . SO""'""lWflt likl: \h i', we thir.k tNt
IN. &ovtmmt'I\t .hould ""'~ ,w. y tor I goo""""",,1 tNt II ftVII'e sensi Ne, .......
....poN 'bl. , • gOvemm<'nt whKh wln eNlI'. I.. policy .no:! come II> ImN with
tlwse people, .I\d then they would vote it out 0/~.•

no. o"liInc'C Compoign . imed to , ....... te • ;>ohtic.&1 c"",,v.~ .1ong li..... of principle

ra t,," Ihon net. By the end of 19S1. however, poIiticll d iviliofts closely follo...-ed rocial

lines. Thi. "",ulk'd In ".go pori !tom the .bomct 01 .an uMqlrioocl1 white~ of

• S« cNpIer 2.
M Len Leo-Wlrd...: Memoi.. (1\d.!1985 unpubli.hcdl, p.69.
" S« ch.Jpb:r 8.
" COn ....n.! )(ori" Soulh Aftig n I'pl'ligl m,I'tlj.lI {Co-opontive Af;\(.ln MiO'C!lilm pn:>jec'l,

l: niv«si ty 0/ tlw Wi!W......."'I\d: AIl 45ol--I'nfm..ReeI 1V.:l:n465:47/2: J.M.M. ll_ to
Z-X.Ml ttt..w.. 2).7-1952.

" T.... ..... Tril l t1a tlKripl: ADl8 l2 Vol..",", 9S/157'U.



1~

",ci,ol diKTimi....lio... P"""""<1y r><p.....'<'d by ...tute O'SA mombon. Tho Torch (D"""'-nde.

f~ .,..;th the 1953 V"""'l elecbcJn. •ppealed for ...... to be ' lIken QUt ef polillC:l·. ..·h,lc

Ihe Ufti led . nd Lobo" r porn.... Cilmpoigned fe . •...hi.., leldor.;hip .,.;th jl:0lice: WIIil. lito:r.h

...Oft aJ ;en.,1ed by the i""",••inr;!Y f""",,gh l~ of demond. f01" IIni .......1."ff,,!>.
by the Ce~ .nd """mod to the UP /old in lime fer the 1!l53 el. ..:tion.M

Some Congress I..d~ • • pe<lrd the Campaign to ko."" opecinc dfrclS on w\'>i,... wI><-

hod~ .ympolhy Or ."ppon f« the Congress ""'"""",",I. Joe M. , thews norr:d:

Al the bc&inning <>f lheg,mpoitn I~krd tha' It... CCIlntry wo"ld grod""lly
divide lip In to 1'eICIi""" behind ,he N. 1S MId~i"", ef .11 s.ha<l.... behind
the A.N.C. Tho Whit .;\1 ko... Ie form. party tNt is p"'p'trd to ....x. <lcfi ni'~

chin"" e r join Cen~"

To highlight princi ple.lx>.. rM"O'. ""w'-.!he Drf'~Cam""gn~iNd ...t..tanti.l . nd

publ;,; wtu", ' \lJ>PCn. In t.'1e even.. il mrl only with thr lito:raJ ·mani/.....,,· of O:toto:r 1952

which (lKI.....lled mcd.." lic" M"d (.Oiled fer u.. In"Kill lio" Q! !he old Care ];~aJ

Il'adilion." The om.nee Campa ign~'rd the' wh :e lftt wi th IwC po.rtkular problems.

FIn,ly• •• ~ ko. "" ....... the emers"""" ef • mibtan' . nd pop"lar ....tior.al Ijben tion

""""""",,t highhghicd ideolegical .nd . tr'01rg;'; di U"....,... owr ....lic li.m .nd ",,1ieN1i..

mo ..........1S "";,hi" !he ,. tute lrit-" S=ndly. r.>dial ..!iiI.... hod no lio....1 er rttion.ll

.tnJctII"" ...hich co" ld be inoolf'C"~"od inte ttle crganisahon or pte-ution of the Drfi.ollCt'

Campaign. By I. 'e 1952. the ."ti· ..hl", ....li........1 ......h. m.uIted the fi...l . tag.... ef the

Carnpaip led to /ea B of racill poJa ....tion . As I _ ull• • nlltrbrr ef whi1e5 alkod k>r

d in:d po.rtio<ipo tion in bcIh the Dcfia_ Cornpa.ign Mod the broad« Con~. I7"IOVemenl

in ord... to ..., " ... IN.I "tho pending cla' h Ideel not _ 1I~~ on r.a.l ];"'_~".

Fo.1!'ooe ..hi,.. whe ' ''pp''' ,rd the Delia...,.. Campaign and wilollrd 10 pan ici potc in

il. the' silUabcn ...as complicated to:' IN: ",1,,_ nf Umpaign organi..... I0.....:l~ ...hi,,'

defiance befe,," the Campoign N.i~ its objrcti... of tMbili,;"g blacks. According to

AIM Sachs . IN: yo""g",l ...h;~ dm... in 1952 and La,... .. SAroD member. ..'hit.

M 5H CN pM 6-
~ C AM P Red 12A:2:X."l6H 1/8: J_M _,"", ' thew' 10 Z.K.MoIlhr.... . 16-9-1952.
,. 5H ehaptrts 2 . nd 6-
.. s..>e CN pler . ,
~ Bernslein:~ "".<il., pl.



portldpotion in tile Dmpoign ...... nol ~...ily or 'p<'Nily ondoroed. Sociis I IlCI>dod.n ~.r1y

[)ofi.Incl!' umpoign """";ng In the we>l<'nl Cope:

Peopl~ ru.hing ferwlrd "Y'n!\. 'T.ke my name. take my na rr.e" .nd
evoryrody p""n pll c/'IHn. Ind I SlY'''g 10 tilt comrade l' o><l 10 me.
'You Sly il is I froedom .tnlggl~ hy can' t ....hiteo p.orticipol~ ? It is for
~y. W~ beh~"" in • non-roriol Seulh Amcl. why can'l I ;c , .~?' TlIC)'
"",ponded witl\. -Wilt, w" 1. 11 i. no! bme yet " _ . "" just 'IIrnng n . ....c will Ilk.
up It>e qu..tion:~

~ _ng of ..hi~ defi. ncl!' came tlvough "from th~ Io:~.....hlp in Jchbur,"· only

toward, the ....d cI 1952, followin, the out_ k cI vio~ in lGmbeI'loy, Pc" Elizabeth

Ind Ea,t London. Wriling from p O<! Eliubeth', N~.. Brighton lcwnohip. Joe Ml ll l>ew.

""I.-d W I IngTy crowd' of prol<'5tOtl ". lIrto:d \he anH ..hi~n cry." F.a<l wi th the

pcs<ibl~ 'pn>Od cI ""~ l\llio li,m. Cape ANC """ident I....... NjcrIg... _ ....ned the

ANC. ,*"tion 04 blad rlei noting lhat ' ~l ... n II il i. po!"'l.. It is <!a1'8"'~I:""· In

Nov....ber 1952 1.uca, rtul1il". chairpm.on of It>e AN<: in the _ t.... Cape, introduced

Sach< and th"", c thet white .....Iun'..... to .~ Campa ign _"!- ncling tn.t tlwir

potlidp.oocn intmdod "10 di'pel IIw Id•• I ".,ng Afri<;In. W t . 11 Wluto... ...

"PP""'oon.-- In Iy D«<mbo:1', the lour whH. Cape deAe... _ . ......"'0 fer brel king

post office "P"" h(;d I """"k Itt"" r .tri<:k Dune.n . nd oixo~ wlUtco had bee'rl .......ted

in Cennisten.·

Whil. defiance lOCk pl.ce in the l..t k:w wetks of the c.",~gn. Ind ...... lntomdod

10 combo t the ,~ of exlre"'" ...tjonah,m. WlIil• • nU.....hit tlrnoml t..~ tcgun 10

mark th. Ddiance Campaign, ....lUt. suppa" ~ I I", bernme .vid l . T1'Iit look the /onn

of lul l endo...........t cI tho Cam!" ign by the Spri ngbok Lrti""; callo lor d l"""l !"rtidp.otion

/Tom Sach<. Dune.n I nd ot""'" ,upportive of extn.parlia......t.>ry actio n; .nd the more

lNritul~ 0( Ito.,. Rel.olicn. ... F.oed wilh I rongc cI whi~ , uPJ>O" for th!ir ClUW, lhe IoNC

.. Albi. Sach<. quolod in Juli. Fredricks<:: 1M .truul. lor non'!Q.1i, m in Soutb At:vl (droit
1990). p ,S7•

.. ib id.
~ CAMr-. RHI 12A;2:X,\l65:47112: J, M.M.>'~ to Z.K.M. tthewo, 5011-1 952.
• Ad""",,, 6-\1 -1952.
.. Th~ CI~ Artus, 28-11-1952.
• Th. C.~ Arps, 9· 12-1952;..". cIuopl<1' 2.
.. See cha p!t'l' 2.
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~ ,."vi!Wged

lhe """o~on of 0 b:>d y "'0' would g,."....Uy ,upp<l" lhe ANC'• .oj ..... orod 0pp". l
to 0 wide . pe<ttum of whit.. n,her ttun 0 tiny aetlvi>l group INt would. be>
id<:'ntiF.ood wilh the ANe.-

n.. fou:lden of COD .nd SACOD, d.....,_ o. · Iorme.- Communi . .. 000 ott 1cl' -wi"8

whiln,' o~ """n by K.1ri. " rod ~"" to "">1' ",""',,"ed the Con8""" pta!"" b}- t.o ;";n8

the iniri.oliw ot tho Domogh H" n .....,nng . nd ali~"" ling while libeT"t> lhro~ lIh ""

unn........'Y insi. """'" on uni.........l .uffng~ ond n tn-po.rliamerot.ory oction.- 1M .....ull wu

the <JHtion of . n orgoniwlion dcocnbod .. 10 ~y 1d<1lli/ied with the AN': -I~...I ;1

proved u""bl~ to win n,.. wid~ . ympolhy from whit<'l th.al hod. t:oc..n hopod mr,'" A5 0

result. ocrord.ing 10 the edilOn of volu~ lWO ond lIIr<!e 01 From PToIClf Ie CIlIIlI<llf<.

COfllf"'l' ....d .,.., wcr< ' di!Wppoinl<'d' wilh tt~ Conlf"" of OI'mocr".. lond SACO Dl.-

In fact, ncithcr "'~ AN<: " nd SAIC 1oo<ld~.. who a iled the Duugh Hall~n&- ncr

the proYi.;.,,,,,] comm;11ce il el<'Cted, tud " ( lNr <:oncE'pIion of lhe ""tufO or role o! ....hol

boco_ the Cong..... of DnN>cr" ' ,- Yu.ul Cochol;", wto "ddrno<>d~_ng Ofl bolW l

01 the SAle, ft'Cen~y st,,""" ",.1 'w~ w.nled ,he pn>grnoiv~ ............1"."""'! the whi,.. to

co-ope<1It~ with u.; bul tNt 'w~ I~h the "",It.. to the P"<'1'1e who hod g'~ II><-e ln,

if p"'.ible, bli,,& OboUI :on (lTg.ni..Ii"".... n.. only qu.oliflC.lion ...... ",.. I lt~ ""w
oq;.";..lion . tould mel"",, bo..k Con"",. rrincipln. A. deocnkd b-/ ""';0' t..."'C

rnernbo:r Don tloome.

Conlf"" ~. took the bold "nd unpreced....led ''"'P of colUng , IT":'Oti ng of
Eumpl'O'" who hod cxprt"lltd lhei• •ympolhy lfor "'~ ~uncc Compo. :;n ~ ol'd
theft c. lled upon thIOTl', lO f<>Jm " n "'l"",..tion which would wo:-k 10. Congrn.
pnnciplel 01 fr«dom ond ~u.ol i ty """ng tM;, own people. One !«lIOn~
" I the Ir"ftting ..ked whe,.... COflgl'~" ,nli lled on 0 policy 01 fun equality. " .
whet.... il would not ". soli.fied, Wllh, 10. c.amp!<, • ,,~olified m.odl,"l', 1hey
~ told by MI'. T"mbo. on beNlf of the m e. lho. r.othlng~ llun lull oquoh /
would be ooceplOoble. " nd !hey theftupon ......1 lheir own ",oy.'"

n.. D....gh Hall """";ng wo' f" llowed by I>.lh bet-"'ftI\ ndi:al ond libo....1 wh;\n. in

• K.oriI: l!2:l!: op.clL, pp_4Z2-U3.
- K;rrio oncI CerN "; Ch!U..,u op.ci~, 1'.13.
• ibid.
'" ib id. p.8; Koori"' .l::!!!I!f op.dt., pp442-443.
» :n_ wilh Yu.u' C.o<-N ho. p.2; lnl""';cw with~ Joo<'ph (~l«ttd to IN: interim

rommi """,l. 1'11.
- In~w wilh Yu.uf c.ehol;", 1"1.
'" om 'T1o<>me': 1M: A!ricon;,.. " . d. ,t>f Cons .......... in fi&hting Tolk. August 19~. 1'.9.



rriu...:l to en<lone umv.......l ...U..g~. ..tra-p',I~"",nta'Y ocbon. Of dow wo,king hnb

,.;th 10"""'" O'SA memb<'n, The 1>lw1<dOWft of talks .... follow<'<!. in JonlIM)' 1'1S). by

tho Lounch of both COD .nd tho South Afri<on lim.1 A>>Ocio~on.. By the booginni~g of

1~53. lhe division bet........ ,odial ond hbonl ..hit.. w•• orgoniutiON.lly fixed.

By n lnnillg ~her the 10",,"1ion of COD .nd SACOD. !Cui. ond Gorlton .110...

themoelVfl to COfllrO" bolh ";lh IN. lib<nl P. rty. ..hich ~ <Iel<:ribe •• fulfill in~ \he

. im. 01 ConV""'. I..d ..... in thol il "did ","", " 0 link kt........ bloc~ ond whi~ .nd

geneToUy . u pp>ned lhe A."C • • imo.- 1M hootilo eril;c;.m Mtll ..hkh the ANC .nd S..IJC

gr'ftl<'d th~ I""",,lion of the Lr i. ..oi_ 10 "th~~ Tod"'ol n<>n..hi",,· in Con&-•.­

lis Qu.... . ~ ....... to .""" from po>.ible ",mprti tion between u.., AN( .nd L" loT A1Tic.o n

TnC'ITlben. and the loyal defen<>: of COD ond 5ACOD by tho bloc.. Co~...... Tai<ing 0,
their . ..mng point the ...umpllOn of 0 dir«l . nd detennining link bet..een tho> di.«;iuti.,)n

01 the CrsA ond the /omuotion of COO .nd 5...COO. !(ori• • nd Cet'h.on prgent the .plit

bet""""" lib.....I. ond radial> • • tho "",,It 01 communi.. INnipulotlon c f • C<>ngTn'

ini ti.h~. TIle form.otion of COD i. pro<en~ .. the Mlful "!""nd"';ns by former crs.\.

","",be... of IN. p"'.ibility of • unil"'" whil<! ConS""">, wllh the aim of ~"mCh:~g

them.><'lv.. ;n po>ihon> of Innu~ ,.;thin the Con&-. Alh.n~. ~h .n anoJy>i. I;;n<m"

di>1.io", on i........ of pti nclple. mool _ . b1y 0_ unlVf'l'>Ol .uffuge. bet......... ..bite

libeul••nd rodicol•• ond bolt ""'" lib<,nb and the Congl'C"S.... Moroo= , il i. pmnised on

• pt, cephon of IN. whi'" left rnonolllhi( ~tity acting ;n corart on . greed COO!>, 0""

ignor.. the deep dif/t'T'et>«'> ..hich m><r&ed In the whilOo Irft di""'''icn d ub> of tho e. rly

19500, Th. . ...iy>I. , ;1 will be . rgwd. i . both chronologs..lly "'nfu5ed .nd /ocnr.olly

The origins of the Congnss of Democr.t$..

.. See c,,",pIerS 2 ond l>

.. Kori• •nd Cet'h.ort: Ch.!lIf ngs: op.eiL, p .a.
- Ib id " pp.3-9,



Cont""".... 10 eopil~li !lO:' on the growlh of whM .uppon 10. lhe [)d;ont;t Coml"igr. • nd

the Congrn. movemrnl. The /o"""tion of . whitoo 0rt.rn..tion COrnnUlied to th~ gooh of

the Congrn.... wu in' ended 10 highlight bolh !he roI"".·b!ird prirdplet which hod

pn;dpiuled !he p"n.,,,,,, Compoign.•rd Congrt'OS COrnnUtmo1\l 10 0 """=w N III"" Tho:

coU for. whi"" Co"U"'" took ploa: in • con l<'>1 ""'rked by .igni/lc:onl bul di-... whit:

,uppon for tl\;: COngr<'O..... M"", , igni/lc:onlly. it rnull«l from di""'" io'" bet"""",

Springbok \..tgion "'P""""toti...." and ANC . nd SAIC l~od.... "'Vrdi,,! lhe "",.~on of •

direct role for whil", wilhin ,he COng """".....,.,t 11 i. in lhe con""'t of va"""" col1,

/0. whil~ participation in tII~ Cong mo............t , nd varied expe<:lOtions on lhe pan of

Con~. Ieo.Ufi . Ihol th~ lo""" tion 0( tile Congr.... of Dcmocn" .nd ;10 '~n in t'>e

wid... Congrn' movl'IlIenl. •hould be ' osnscod.

.. ioed I...... 0"'" the .p..,.d of <"1< 1"'.........tio....li.m. Both ~ 10 con. for direct whil~

participation in the COng..... mov"""",t from ..dit.l whilt'S .nd Congr~.. Iud"". The

I""nodio"" <:on<'l'Ttl of . 11 til"'" •• II'ng for 0 whi"" role ;n COngrn. w•• the n<cd "10

~I the Afric:.n Iibcr. lOry mov......nt from . " uming 'n exdusively .nll-whi""

compl,.,. ion:- n... u~ncy of lhi. """""'" w•• $IJ'I;I;od by bolh OIi"'" T"""",.nd Yu...f

c..:holioo in their .dd........ 10 the Do .u gh Holl """";ng." Dli. Ie. While I"n:ciparion In

the Co"!...... mo V<'mC.'nt. 110 _ _ . . . ..... lrom a numhe. of dill,..".,1 IOu"," • from

individual• •u.h •• rOlli.k Oo"".n: from fol'TTl<1' CI'SA........,t><n K ting;n lheir !nd,vi<!u.l

••pacity; ond from "'prewnlOtiv", of tile Springbok Legion. In ~adI . . .... Ihe ",Ie tnvi..god

for whi lt'S diff...-ed significonlly.

Onr 0/ !he ..... in Klan in . U"mpl' It> find a pmno~t while he..... In the Congr....

...............1w•• r.trick Du"".n. the moSl prcmi.......1whil" d~ !n 19$2. Oo"".n rnigned

from lhe colonial~ in B.uuleLond and porl>cipolO!d !n lhe Odi.o"", Compoign; he

c:ombined . upp<>rt for IIrnve....1 . uffr'g" .nd GondhUln ".m ·parll........lOry mW>cd. wiL~

- Fobi.on Colonial au..,.u papen. Rhcd... Hou!lO:', O:</ord : KB 9513.34: Edd~ Roo.: ~
510' ........." on the Si r~o~on ill Soutll N rjg To-pa y, nd !Morch 1953. p.2.

.. In_ w WIth Yu.uf Co.hol ioo, p.2,



I hOMility tow.,.d. cummuni'm Ind IIw 1>toId<'r whi~ Itft in Soulh Ame.. whkh ~T<'W

throughou t the 19so..~ Duneu·. suppon w.. sought by """",ben 0/ tho> Sprin~ bo~ ~n

who W<!':'e n"'ll0tilhn~ ,.;th the ANC Ind SAlC for I OOPU"~ whM Con"",•. wh:1t

a<ct'ptin~ thot tt>c;r ide... wrn. "fundl"""'lI11y on the ri~hl Ii.....: Dunc3n I Jl'><'d tho t there

-
difficulties which ....ke il d ilflCUlt [sicl for INny s..... th Afri<lr\s l"'rticul;orly i l ~"""

. '" (in 0 ........... b nguagd ri~hl·wing or C<'I'I,",. to join~."

N. I result. Dun<:an 'p""1 much of 1953 Iltemphng to gl in individull~hi? 01

both the ANC Ind SAIC. According to his bi<>grap!'oeJ. Dun<:an Ipplied lor """",b<1sl\;? of

bc>th orglni..hons "or:~l Ii ............ Duncln's IocII ANC bnn<h in Lodyb:"and lin ~'-Ie

Orange F..... Stl te) .ppears to ho~ l<<q>tN hi. rnemb<1ship applicl tion; how.",..,.. the

"" tionll Itld<'..hip e>/ ""it"",, the m c nor the SAIC C<mCUnN.- Thi> ,"",ulted fror.1 I

number 0/ fl"'ors. one of which w.. tilt "'''''Un(=>ef'1 01 Ou~·. dec;'"", '" .ton<! 10.

bc>ycot~

M~ ligniHcanlly. ANC It. d"", ~t<>:I the cln for Indiv>duol white rnernbcnhip cf

Congress. particubrly It tile end 0/ tilt Ocfilroco C."'P"i~n. in f."".. . 0/ I m'~l hract.>.J

I llilroco. While endoning tilt Idell of I .ingle. lION"adol CDn~ ANC le"<ien ...~

thot the time lor such I mo~ Nd not yet Im " o<1; K'COfding 10 AJ""" LUlu~.

m" lti"ciIli.m WIS

purely I ....t'"" of present policy, ..p........ting IS _ do. l lII'g~ sec!ion d P""fl.
who think tribally. W. how lO cony "" . p""plt with " ..-

Mon;ov.., Duncan' s c. 11 for indiv>duol while mernbenhip 0/ Congrcs. was JNCle "' ~

........ time .. SL~ wore ""'Ilotiating the "",. tion d I oepow e while Co:>grn• .

.. QuoIO<l in C.I.OIivet" hlrid< Duncan; South Alrign I nd r....Afri(!n (I.onden 198(1), choylen
7 . nd 8.

.. t>uneon&:~. Yo.k lIniwnity: 00 309.8: r .trie!< Duncan to Cecil w m.."". 12·2·1. 53.

.. 0Iiwr. .n op..i~. p.90.
M ibid.
- T......... TNl transcript; AOt812 Vol~me 57/11573.



'"
While J)u nc.on '"'''j;ht individual mcmbonhip of Con &",""" lonnrr crs-, ......-mt>o>r

Dr.Guy Routt!. c....,.al~'Y 0/,.... lnd".lri.ol Council and ed itor of the J..bQu. Party

new.poper F"",..4. P"'J>"""d 'N! f.,..... tion 01 a bt<>ad w hite s roup in . ..ppon of th~

g<'flO'tal ai ..... Of tho ConS...... movemen t. In 1952 Routh bfog'" c!iscu..iono wi th Iud;,,!:

Clngres. and mde union """"bon ·of &1l polili<ill complexions; aimed" "",a'" an

0'X.ni..tiofI which would ro"Hnue to ••liculol<' u.. white lympIthy fOT black nFirabons

S........tftI by tl", Dof"""" Compoign." n.. ""t"_tion ""IIi""" by Roulll a. 10 81""""

' ''pp''rt lor blxk .....nr:ipotion ..." Ile pKlvidins Iog.l fi~l and othe< ina""" to IN

Congresoe< and tnde un;"n<.. Roulllain'ol'd 10 creal< an orp ni...tional he"", 'Of whit... who

ho d txp"""'.ed support lOT t he~.~t" ' 1$ poiJ ti(.ol '''''''point would t.. b,o;ed

on ,"" quahhfod franc"i..; AS Routh "",... lIy put it , by i.,.;.Hng on adull ffraj;e

you ifl'l>lVdi.ot.ly cut 01/ • whol. \01 o f Il·;ntmli<>nod• ...wlhy n:r o f L'>em,
aNI _ n·<'h.po><'d p«lJl1e. It saomtd to n..,.;lleu "nc. there woo abooluldy ""
hop<' 01 g"'ling; univenal , ..IfTOg. " M why <III off those~~ whl> migh,o~ioe

bo' Jed to join it. . nd J'O"lbly cNn~ thrir vilOW'''''

n.. moot impo rt.lnl noogoli " K>n1 ",,;;uc!lng ,110 fuN"' .....1eof anti·.p.orWid white W<"n'

ulId<1\A.i<C'ft by Ihe.1re produceT Cecil WiI1Wns.nd Jock Hodgson. w.rti.... 'd...-.t R t' . nd

IormI!T mi~, both of whom we<e promi ......t Spingbol. Logion meml>oft.. Of iJ'(lso: (.lIing

10......w whi~ OTg........tion. Hodpon . 1Id WilliarN _ W only .....ndOll:d

"'J"'<"'Kll&lives of . n org. niwlion; .. . uch. thm position (limed Il'\On:' we;!,ht thon the

il'ldividwol ('ffons of Duran 01' Routh. Mo_=, thol<gion proposol wu~ on.n

. <ttp!Once of multiratioll. .....nd of the k:odi,,& ..... of W ANC. As. Jack Hod~!oOn put it:

the form _ ""n_ ' of the activity of Il>e new o>gonlsalion aft c!.-:nnined by
focton beyol'ld itS (Onll'01. Tho> 0'lonisotioft t'Xi ,t> '"" "'n of . Mowmsm which ho.
to ..- • ",mcul. r .on <l immedi . ... hi1lorialneo!<t it "';'tS in,' po"""l...ituoliC/!'l
' M ho. !l!. work In . n ~!!Wn~ WI J'L~I>Ofl' 10 glum m1>,n '!ltv. nt
i.........,;!iOlt .tId \eM Iron objrrnm.·

o...ly ...,..;ti~ to p.o>.t <li' putes bst_ the crsA .tId ANCYl. over nonnd.o1ism.

HocIpon s-mpho'ised the "S«lionol" ""lUre of tho proposed orgonisotioft. Thi!l, ht' '>gus<!,

.. ln to:rview Mth Guy Rou th (l9l!9l, tra nscript p.2S.
" ib id. , p.U>.
.. ibid . pp.2S-26,
.. T....son Trio! ""l\trtjon: A01812: EO.l .2: Jock Hodgson: Onft of,he lm.......iole Promm....

of Actio n, 1Id .l<)5) , p.l (<mph..i' in orig> N ll.



.lI!'rnm«i from II>e f..n tN' a. b~k Sou.h Amc-. ~ ,.... brunt 01 Ip" rtt>eld . they

would boor -1I>e moun burden 01 II>e otnlggle: ~ ~k of ~ whi~ Congr.... WI '

·0'Pni.ing llId le.dmg , .... whil'" .1Id I II o.her unorganiW>:! sectiofto: H<.Idgs<,n WI>

optimi.tic tNt th""' "";>tf(! '. brge immed"~ f'<)tenliol of kI'own. unorgoru>«:l

J"""&T""Siv" """u"T<'d th l'O\lghoul South Atnco· who ".>\lid be con~ .nd r=uiK'd.·

s.:ch oplimi.m 'm... .....:1 from the Spnngbolt ~n" .,\Ilysi. ofI~ .. . fonn of

dome<hc f.lCi n Acn>rdlng 10 Hodgson. wtule II>e · compelling.nd urgent _ ..I lIOn"

which mobili~ b1M;ks did not I ffea while< in the ........ wly or to tho ..me dcgn the

'''reld 0/ f.oci.m would ....ult in the diminu ~on oj civU rights for I n Soutlt Alri.,. • As

COO E>"""ti"" Com"";tt".. membeT Edd oe Rou. put it in 1953:

n.o... fn."Odomo tu, ....no dmi<'d in Io'ge "",..u,.. to L'Ie "on-Eu"'P'. ......... I'OW
t>e;ng t;okMI .wl Y bit by bit from EuroP""'" .100. This devoloprr-.~ ~

J"'OP.....;f(! ._ to tho culco..... of the trad,bCI...1 llld,ff""""", 'If the: wh.l~ mino ri ty
to the lnju.1iI:te . u/ft.!"d by tM' f<llow South Africa..... We muot ~theo- \ 0 forwu d
to fund~ or witne» the: r. pid gro.....th 01 • fl oci>t dict.Uors!tip.

The Congrn. of 0em0cn 1O. Ioundwd in JoNnl\cllUrg in J,o"""'Y 1953. WI> tu

higltligh' white .upport /or . ",,~l do:mocr;ocy. Accurding to Hodg-oon. ' ",,1<-10 """'"

political ,..Iolio"'hip ..... 10"""" be'twcen IlId< ond Whi~: South Africa would en .... -.

B10cklWhitc . InJU re, _ nu, the Congn.~ lof DomocrI IOI WI' d et ed to ~t....

The ....N'" of tN t po:ilial ........ionohip. how.-.n. WI' di. puted. F Ugionna~..... . r>d

"""""""",,,t 01 ConV6' pnnciplcs:.$ $totod ty COO d"jtp<T>On Ir.... Rocher, Irld Cecil

Wim...... SL 1'rt"Iid..... ond COO~"'irpenon:

Who, i. urgft\lly .....,.jed lOdoy 10 I body of E\Il'op-.n. who will . lly ll>er.>:;dvts
with w... orpni.._ • • body which win _ ....k to borzoin ",i ':' o r b<.Iy ~Jf

tIoe non.Eu"'P'"""'. but will matth wit h """" to the .lIIinmont c/ t t>t1. "-'lit .... t.
demo<n~c demonds. Only in sud'l I body (:I.n Euro""IN .....ke. ",. 1~ruT.b<.I~~n

to """""""Cf . nd nciol puce in South AItia..

nu. was by ....~ uni ........l1y accepted . Guy Routh l rod h.io $"FJ'O<I"" c•.11ed for ,

• ib id., pp.2·3.
n ·FI.d.m' •• uoed in Ihio J""riod is .....lysm bo:low.
" Hodg""n: !'rocT""'!!!£ op.cit , 1',\ .
.. Rou... S"!m!fnt op.cit , p.l .
~ Ouncan plpo:n: OU 1.9.1: Report o f an inlftW1w wi.h JaCk Hodgoon, 15-11l-1:l'3.
• T~I""n Trill collot:ti= A0 1812 Eu3 : I~m Fiocher Ind CKlI W,lIiams: Cir""~ (to.n COO

m"",,~). 16--1-1953. 1'.2.



pootpo ..........,nt of COO'. "'unch until libenl. ho.:I o'!:ani"-'<! Ihemoo:l"",. in order to "'"

wN t co"""",n gMund ,.""t.,.j bl-lw<:'<1\ liberal. and rodial•• •nd 01'J'O""! "rUn",,1 ""lfr.g.

for \he ..."'" ~ason.~ Rou,h ...1> h...vily ""tvot«!. II>< ""'jorily opinion .tn".ing \he

urg1."llt r-.:I for a whit< Ofg.rU..lion which had tl>< >uppert of lho C""[T"" mo,'"""",.
A>o~ f>Mticip.ant at tl>. meeting put it.

lt w.. f.ll tha' I ' l,berol" p.l"Y would not. with ito ....trI<ted franch"". obu in non·
Eu",po" n ,upp"r1.~ en.. 01 tho "", ttrr w.. whethor """ .hculd alienal. tho 8
millio n non-Eilro.f""n . fot tl>. ..k<, of pos»b1y winning~~ditiONI ....ppon
Irom Eurn!",a",.

COO'. program"", tn<rgl'd tl>< prof"""l. of Routh and ,I>< l.rgiOll. COD WI> 10 rolly

whi,••uppcrt jOf tho Congress """'.........,; 10 .,.jua" whi' "" by .......... 0/ I""p.ag.nda.

1« 1u..... conf""""",,.•nd peliti""" 'M 10 provid. pra<tkal oupp>" 10 tl>. Congr<J$<'$ in

tho form of opNkcn . wi' ..... ..,. Ie pcll.., .eti<>r«.~Il .dYke, " ';' ''ncc ,.;tl> tranopon..nd

$0 on.- In lho ' M " 'enn. COD ...... '\0 h....... hompcr and r$n:l thc P"'S"'m..,.., of I!"...

N.tionali...• by CNIl""ging . oeh rcprn.i"" piece of l"lliolation through an uNm~gll(»O,

.dh~ to "'1,,11 nghlt fOf all. ond tho "oeli"" . nc! militanl ....,...;on of tho legoli~J of

Ihroe concepts . nd a, pirl tions:- n... long-t..... objl'cti"" of tho O'll.ni..tion wu 'w

mobili..tion and p"t'"rl bon of tho p"uP1c> for d«i.iy. oebon to bn"t about U", dofo.t of

,.od.m.- COO wu • Jolun.....butg·ba.CNl orpni..tion · ..1\ich ..otl<CNl In iool.atiot> I",n

oimil.. rad ic.l whi~ bc.di.. in ether emt..... n.c.. OfSlni..tioN """god to lotl'l'l SA(OCI

in Odobt'r 1951 A• •uch, tl .e rooto of white part;Of"'t ion in tho Ccngrn:> rna"""""'t l.y

in II>< appooachet ....d<- to lhe CCngn:-o.... in tho .....ly 19500; In. natun: 0/ SACOD I,,,,U

.... af/«trd by di ffcr<nC('O in m<1Tlbenhip and operation bel...",," tM v. nou' 0 'l:-'n;.. lio",

...hich _ ito compo.....t p.af':S.

R ad ical whit. organiwtions; 19S2' 195J.

SACOD V"" nut 0/ lho ~ng of tho loNlUlI."Sbu'l Congrn. 01~ ... the

Oeonoaotic I.cague lOll of Cope To..... tho Outl>on Ccngrno 0/ Om'ccnu. aM .rr.all

~ Inte1'Vi<w wi, h Cuy Routh. p.26.
.. Iyan $chcnnbruem l<> 1""", M.ndonta m. \().1 ·19!i3 (pny' ll' fC'$""oion 01 outhorl.
- Congrn. of DeTr.ocratr.: Droft Con, titution, lanu.ry 199 (priv.te p"'''''' ion of author}. p.J.
.. :iodgoon' I'rpgmnme op.d~, p.2.
.. ib ;d . p.J.
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while group' in Port Elinb<1h and el_hen:. II look ""Of the of/itt'S and equip'''''''! of

the 5pringbok u.gion •• well as i .. 'eli"" membership; I"" logicn i:self di"pp".n:<! soon

.f.... the bunch of SACOO. Th<' tt>"", "",in o<&. ni..tions • COO, the SL and the DL .. 11

bruught di.linclive troil> I(> $ACOD, which ""lui", .""lysi. il d... lION'" of SACOD is to

~ ad"'l"all'ly unclrnlOOd.

Th<' OI."rno<Yatic League of Cop" Town wo. Iouroched in 1953, following . rnc<'Iing

pl'>t..ring against the Public s.or.:ty and Crimi....llI '" AIl"l<!'I\drnl'fll Acts.~ Al the mec1ing.

Labour rarty MP U:o ~""Il . ugg...l<'<I that I~~I fonn. 'wol<h-<log Of&ani...lion·

to protnt . gains ' .imil", "",ow,.". ~ng ~_." 1M t.o:.gue wu Iormed by H.orry

Wrigtl~ cNi'l"'""n of the wE'Slt'm Cap<' T,odos and Labour Council. an d len u.-Wud...,

Joa.l Torc" Co~ndo wcretary . "" priOIe< 0/ Tnt C.....d"'~.

Onhu the Ovil RighI> L-.ogue, wtli(h was formed to fulfil • simil.o, role. the

Democ... tic Le.o.gue was nO<\racilol ond fnoul'f'd ntn·f"'tl"'me1\t.<ry action and an o.....nl~

political public profile. The o.mocralic Lngue mobilisN Coloun:d. thre. M,ed with

disenfr.nchi.........1, and """ghIIO raliy Iib<nl-minded whit., by Ilresoing the L~"'1t posed

by tile N1' 10 the nth'" 01 all 5oII1ll Moans. A DL plmphlel aTled:

Den't bdio:ve the Na~o...li.ts when \hey ""y tNt ~ (Publk Solely] Act is lC be
uood Oflly agaiNl the Alrican Ind lndi.on people *' ilw puni.hments are nol lor
Africa"" h.,j.."s and Coloul'Odl l lone. They 1I'IIy be aJ'J'l iod It> I ny J'"1"'C"n who
commits an olfsoft<-e by way 0/ prol<,.. or In support 01 a a mpoign 19ainst I ny
Low.a

By pl" in, Ih~ Public Solely I nd Criminal Low AlNmdrnm.. Acts, lhe tague I,!ucd.

parlWnnlI hod "commith'd sUicid~. jull al .urely as did lhe Gennan Reic:hs"'g ... Thi. is

Fascism!"" The DL, which adopted the lJniv......1 o..:l","~on of Humon Rights. s",Mod as

a ,moll 04 '"" body which orga:tiood public me<1ings in pKltnt against ...anou. aporlheid

.....a.urn. Within Ill..,.. monlh. , ho~....., it had over 150ll'l<'nIben: at tNt point,lCcon!ing

~ l«-Ward....' Mf"mOi!} op.. iL, 1'.69.
a ibid.
" T~.son Tri.ol col1ecl;on' ADI812 &5.2: Rul. by Siomb<>\ nd.l95J, 1'.2­
M ibid. pol .
e '--Ward....: Mtn>Oin op.cH. 1'.70.



One ~n 10. lho . apid grow'h of the Dl wa, 1M faoct lha.. unli ~~ COD. it was

of ",ulO:",dali,,,,. arguing'

We a.... all in ' ho same bo.i' _. We do not want _ ....1 group' any moro< Tho
Soulh Alrican Indian Canll"'" and 'ho Amc:an Natio....1 COng....' ",US1 prepo .... the
ground among" !hoi. Iollowen '" thaI we can all be In One 0'Xani...tion. wl\et(,
wO will al'" havo ,he Europea", who want to see toqual ngh.. 10. all Sou'"
Alrica",.

Nontilciali..... lYhi", argued, WU not a .....w lei" bu ' had "been deba00d in progn'S, j...,

cirel.. in Sou,h AIri<:a for yt'a...... Ra hi",', all met wi'" <IO",iderablo ' uppon in 1M

w..,.... Cop"- u oding ANC """"'ber Dora Tarn.ona . pol<e Out ag";",' tho 1tiI",lonnation

of FRAC into a pu....ly Coloured Con","".- lohn..... Ngwev~1a. a fom>o1' O'SA ITlffllbet

and a senior ANC figu..... djl"K~y Il'ndoned Rahi",', pn:>po...z.- SuP?On a ..... also fro",

Joe Nkallo. an A."IC and 10........ CI'SA .....rnber. wllo joined tho Oo'moxntic League and

soon be<...... i.. vi~";rpenon.~ Oppo<ilion to ",ulti~li,,,, also a"", from~

Of "'e Non·Eurapran Unity Mow,.......t " <"I\ny )ordaan, 0 leading NEUM inlO'lloctuat _N:

I' i. unlorN...~ly an Ind~otion of 010. political primitivt'l>l'<$ lNot ft'I't>.in ~p5
and Indlvilh..l. an <IOnc",n of OIl. stnlggle, our o'Xo.u",li<;nol f""'" al".d the
fu"' .... of Soulh Aln<an <ociety only in lornno of \how racial <aleg""" 1ci<1<'d on
10' by Hem..volki'm.n

Cop" Town 1Io' ll'd bo'" ,he M~ Youlh Soci<'ty IMYS1, an 0'Xani...tion of )'OU-Ilg

-.;.ali,to wltich held in.......ad.>1lunctiont, and lho Democn tic: uague. Beth~ ........adal.

flIfOlling African and Coloured """"'boon in CONIeI...able nu"'boon; 0..... half the Dl

...., ,,,boonhip w" Colourod." As _ w ll "'"', "'" "'""8" of tho: Ooe-rnocratiC wgue into

SACCO "'rwd to highligllt thonon~1 ltildition of lho Co pr. Ind brought di'putes 0 . ..

mullitil<iaI i, ,,, to "'. 10....." e..th ,t.. Dl and MY5 all...c!ed white n-G"SA .......-.ber<;

- See <hapten 3 .nd 4.
.. n o C u...dian 2).8.1 951. p.4.
• n o C uardian 2O-l-1952. p.3.
- Lelt .". to no C uardian 6-9-1 951, p.4.
.. InlefVio!-w wi'h 1.<'n Loo-W.rd"" (\9871. tratueript p.22.
I' T.....son Ttial <1011""11'0,,, AOI812 h 2.1/ El l : Konny lord..", Whol a.... "'" ""tiona! grou2S

in !'outh Afri~t t p_2; in Forum a u!>: 5vmW ium On Ihl: !'lalional O\Intion J~~ 1954.
~ Loo-W..-dm: lolomoil) op.d l , p.7i
n ~bolow.



'"
boo".., of t~... we. k local m e bunch in the w..'~m Cope. bl.<k fonner CPS... rranbcr.

aI.., joiMd th<- two org.> ni ... liol'lS. Anli"""""",u ni. m alft'<Oled . 1""'" 011 Inh ·'p'n l...:d

o"Sani...hoN dUring thi. p""od , Ind I."" "1'1"'''''''''' o f ."""""ni,.. in the OL ·C>U~

oon>e co.......... 10 """'" commit"'" membc.. who fell th.J,t the organi ...lion W01Jld f.n i,OlO

from rncmb<=hip m bloc. The ~od<Tshi? 01 the DL hoW<'V<1". compri ...-.! poopIoo w llo hId

cloo.e w o rking Hw with 10"""" CPS... mcmb<=• ....,., ob viously ch.oirp:non Len L.,...

WarJ<:n who print«! 11tt C..., i;"a in the LI •• \90100. \..I:oo-Worden', ......~""" wu

'" po;nt oul INI I would not .llow mY"'1I Or thr OTgl niloirion 1o b<: we<: u . I, en'
fOf any political porty. Bul I \SO 11'101 [ would not be . party lO ..-y wi\C....hun;;r.6S.
So il was left I I that.·

With the DEmocratic \..e.i.gue. the lWO "",in org.ni..tions which fou.nd-:d SACot) y.....

the Springbok Logion . :w;Ithc Congroou of tl<-rroocra TI>oy und<TlOO ~ • I.o'l( .~~: ef

joint wOTk. and .,,"nod 1>0\1'1 e ffie.. I nd .<'Ii";"" Thi ultf!d In po rt ft<>m thr L-yior.'

political ; n·,/(Il~l. which Nd 'l<'adily II'lCrNKd In thc Iole l~ .... I UgIo n <;i=~r

put i,:

'The aims ond ob',<'<1' of the Loglon, OUr "pinbo,," /or n_ldift>. t<:e"C::-x .
pohtk.l .nd ...".;,1. are now ll'ft.nably tied up willi u.. fo.~ 01 d\'r.'>lXl'lCy 1<>
Soulll Allie.. 1n=..inSly o~ I..t f~w ~.n tho ""'J"''''' of , ... oIle '\> f.. ·....
II.td to be- d,re(l<"d .o,.-..d. t uugz\t 101 dl'ft"lOa""-Y.

COD . nd \he Ugion pin.ly .ubmiltl.'d . Imgllly """.ndum on .Ki. l d ,ocrimir,,"cr. ~

tho UniU!d N.tion. , hos .<"d public ......~np pro ting .s.unS! u.. PuH:c ~.It'f"J A.:~

. <siu ed in fenning 'N. W"l<'rn A~.. Prol... Commillft.•nd . ubmin <"d~ 10 I....

Croup Arw.. Advis:>ry Boord .nd u.. Select Commin... 'lIldying I.... p"" ible ft'noval ftc",

porl iam<'nt 01 former O'SA .........m .nd N.ti~~ ROJ""S<"II••iw. BNn B1.nf.1'l$."

The Legion• •• _ II.tw seen. ployed • signific.n' role in nogotioting u., fcm-..r.on d

" Leo-W.rden: MO'mOi'} oV.cil . pjl .
.. ibid.• p .71.
,. T~'lOn Trial coll«tiD<>: AOI8 12 Eul .3: 5pringl>:>l Legion: t:'1~nt -.d Imp_ <O'<l.:M

.o.rr rncllb", ,). 1s-6- 1953. p. l.
" Sprinsl>:>k Legion l:l:'" William .Cullen Lib.. ')'. Uni . ""iry 01 tho W"w......ond: 1\611-

r. lleyle~ : g ",inn.n·' n . 1953 Spri ns bok I.cg>on N&llONl Con!........-e. p_t.



COO ..., 1ll \he COng...... ..... v"""'"t. Lqion...i ..... collod f~r a new organi ...!k>n

I>Ot ....tricted by o~r ~.---.. t>:<"l~.i,,",",,". and not tam<! wi lh O~t ':" ~Qrd

as it ho. be<-n J'" ..,..n led ,n dlSlOnod and conlOl1ed form to the publIC.

The ~vation lor an organisation . uch as COO fIowt'<I from the need for an adoqwte

whil" po"'" 10 t"" o.,fia""" Campoign which wou ld highlighl pr;nciples abo . .. t. ce.nd

..Iection for Apr;1 1953. ko_....., the ar:tivilies of COO . nd \he Legion /"""1Sed on the

....hil.. parli ."""'I.ry o=>ll.

The 1953 genua! el..ction ~d ~Ii-bscism.

• tudell.. both blao:;k and ...hile political . ....... . COD ",je<;tod parliamentary polib '" a'

u""'J'f"O""l.b.~.nd und..mocrabc. •nd oaw boll\ \he UP.nd t"" Nr •• comrnillod to the

lN in1enance of whili! .~p..,.,.,.,..,. . AH"""pl> to libenli... t"" ur from wlthi n.lt _ . ' rgul.'d.

hod prodU«'d nothing. The COD lead(TJhip conclud<d: "'South Afria" d"""'<;r.1> mu. 1.

then. """It a ",l~tion out>id< 11\. r .rlia"""' lary parlin- - . nd ou t.ide the pamamen..,)·

'Y'h'Trl. from which bl.c.... w"" e:.cluded .'"

COD'. ' WrtIKh to white polilies.~. w•• IIea.Uy influ~ by Il'... ",Ionia!

.""I)"i. evolving in lhe diKU5Sion d ubs of the lime. M w" ho..... 1I"m. the domi""nl

theon:1ical position of th.. early 19500 held that South African Of'P1"'Si"" ~r...,n:ed

·Coloni.li.m 01 • Spedal Type·lCST].- nu. had ('()nsid..,able impl icltion. for both COO

.nd SACOD. The ta.k of the ConS'"' _t w", seen to be lhe bui lding of the

broad...t po<sible I llia""" of fon:'el in oppoo:rion 10colonill 01'J'l""S1on. Af:<:o,ding 10 McMs

KoIaN:. ro......,. CI'SA gencr.. ......:n:tary and ANCNEC member. tha t allil""" .ho~k1 indud..

the United and Labour r imes.

the churches. bu liness and prof....ioNl orplli...tionI. women', a..ocilbons. the
muluforiou. Iocol villla""". teNnIS . civic. educotionot potrioac and scctionol .bodies.
All mu.t be drawn Inlo lbe broad 11Ilan~ 01 the P""plt cf South Atria Ig. "...l l....

.. ib id .

.. fi>cher and Willi.....' Citeul.. "l'.dl . pp.1.1; Hodg""" Prog"'",mr op.dL. 1'1; Berns"';n:
libertY op.cit . 1'1'.1 _2.

....5ft chap"''' 3 InJ 4



n.. pro!">",,,," of CST a'b"od that ther...i.ted " two nations In South AJr'.c.o,

o<xup)'ing tho .."", . tate. • id. by .id< in lho ..."", art a.... Fo.1he wh l. commur, ly,~tl\

Atria w.. an independ.nt a..J democralic Slate, and COO had bom "" .ho w k oj

Olpni.i•.g whites. To do '" fequ il<.'<! porliciponon in \he whi le pohbcillL proc.... COD had

rno.....""" 10 INk. tho linl< bctworn tho 'wo 'SIOIt'S: to win ow , wha, ......., ...", a. tl-.•

"considerabl. - white 10.... opposing apon hoid (includin, soclion< of tho UP, Labour Parrf,

Torch ComlNndo a..J oth.!rs) and od...;at. 'hem:

Thei r ....N ral alli~ in d""",,-~ 01 d."..ocncy are tho ton ",ilbon Non-EUfOp"a.". !n
UNOI' with the Non·EurOp"an•. d........... and democracy WIn ' UTVIVC in South
AJri<.ll. n.cre i. 1'00 01"'" way.-

coo douly occupied a pot..,ti.llly awkward po;ilion. In ouUining <::s7. l...ding SACI'

thooreooa"" (",me 0/ whom. .uch a. Ru.'Y a.m.~n, ......., 01", INding CCO an:;! SACO ::>

Ml'mbcnla'b"od I"'t all apit;rli>l...:ton _ (ommittr:d 10 the "",inteNt.. . 0/ Iho .1oI1..,

quo. Thi. included S«Ondary Ind u.try, a """",LCIilk of migrant I.obour and Wlu• ..",troI

(!\ampioned by tho lil>:rill wing of tho UP. Mich..l Harmel. OU~iNng CST, C1i:ici"'" tnn..­

'Who ( ""ler about ' pn>gTO"siw ,"p;~h.m'" for "", king .NIopes wi th countries

fund• ...-~Ily diff<or\onl from Sout~ Africa:

n.. ..."I'da»' ind".,rial i.,. 01 this country are b..ia lly the junior p&' III<'>S 01
imperiali. "" tho 1.0.. thi ng they would odyo<;a•• ~kf be the abolillOn or th<:
lmpcrial sy.tem on wllich they d"l""""l."

At the "'MI' li""" how......... the hbcnl wi"ll 01 the UP potential . nli-

NatioNlisl .Ilies. In Jan...ry 1953, the Sl . nod COD joindy ""'ted .celina of all anli·

N.Ii"""li ., Oll;ani..lion. in Johannesburg 10 d....,1op • ((lI'NJ>,>n ekoctorol pl.u fonn.

According In tM Sl ."'ilpcl'SOn,

the 'flin, 0/ f• • r and .lc(Iion compromise had .._ deep into 0-.. INjority 0/ the
ort.N...lio.... and no .~ ba... lor ~.li"n . nd "Nly 10 0""' tho
Covemrrcnt could be found,·

.. Advana 1*1952.. p_4_
" Mic....l H..,..,l: Qn.eryoliOll< OIl ".....i" ."I?fS!. of ;mrrri. h, m In South Afri" i .

Vi. Wj0;"'" and r ...p«tin . 1/3, Fcbr'uary 1954, p.2\'.
RoulC 51'[<!T!rn' op.dt , p.l .

.. H........r J",prti.r,m op.til.. p_ll.

.. Be-ylcwld:!G!!l!! op.ti l_. p.1.



'"
..... fIt! i" u<'d in Morch 1953, COD Mtuod lho, South Arne. Nd~ ","CUt'" ' \0 Il....

ftIg~ 01 ' • ..:lSl d;cutonhip!- 11'><' only facto. ", h id> wuld ...'" 1M country WAt ' !he pown

o f tho people '" call .. holt 10 monioll.1 w fa.<i,""· The imrno'di.l~ tuk 01 . 11 ....pporn....,

al'ld \lphold~ of d em<k-""ta<)'" '...as 10 call on tho 1,;1' 10 rrtra(t II> ,uppon 1M tho' !'ubi",

S&fOly Act . nd lO Op""", tlw ~,. with , ....t.,. ,",ou r. COD d lcl 1'<>' npli<itly e>1l on

whi...... vote for tho l11'; .. ........, "' uPi"'''''" _ ofd~ . hould

""""''''''I:''' the Urtite<l P.ny 10 ro..... d own fi=Jy. with b>th feet, in 1M don,ocn bc
Clmp .~. TIoey mu,l fotn, IN Uni..,... Party to fighl w;tboul "PP"''''''''.''! .gain>t
the \hn:.I1 01 home-j\rown I..asm. This Is tho' wa y /orwonl for &-'1 Soulh Africo ',
d"""""",lS. to lho _.t of Ih< Mom.LI Low Ac.s. II> IJ>lo ou¢ng of It><'
N.tio...li'.....

COD and the Letion . nomplcl lO OVC1'COmO tho C'Ofllnodictiofts i~t in lho;, <flon

to bridge .he Il.P betw<'en N.ck "lA-porlim'lenUry politi<> and wi.,.. porliunl"nt.o'Y

politic> by ClIm po;p>ing undn an ",,~·r.sciSl N Mrf. no., ~ COoemmonl Nd long be<-n

dt-srn~ as ' fasci.,' by vario". 0'l.ni...ti.,....• ....,., notably tho' Leg'on atld tht T<ord\

Commondo. For ~ 0'P'ni..bom••nti-f. sci>m wu .. ......... by ",Iud'!~ h<:.P"'i

to rd<indl~ Ih.- .., of P"'rpooe of !be war ye. "'. N sud>. the ",. "'<os~ ol lasO>l

b:nd....n.. beau of their wmti_ Nni l ympol!Ua, t"c- eorly ..le.... of ((>nw"e<! fosci>t

..abolour Rob<-y Lo;b..""l. " ",,- I~ $irnult.>nooul~,d of • ftufllboof 01 senior. ["Iii"".

SJ'Nkiftg milituy pcnonnd. An~·f..(i.rn w~ .......twlly .. """ N of Nrl<!"1 bod< I<) tho

bborol <1hcs of I"" WI< Y".<5 .."" thc:!'oby "';M ing whiil' support.

In onoIy>ing u..go cf ...~.J''':hrn by ndic:ol whites in thr urty I~~

condudtd thU 1M . ets of tho:- NP (ouch .1 1.eib<"",,~1 trie.o....) .... re brsng cenh>oed "';!h

1M lUre 01 the South Afncan Itlle." In fa<.'t, . niHao(i.... hod • wklft" set of ..ssoc>ooo....

..nd u thon u.nbtrt ockN>"·1.Ngod, h&ving beo1l It the a1'l~ of the Sprinj:tdo t..og;on'o

prcgrlrnrne for ..... yo"". and in 1"" pclincal It ><io<on of 1M 01., COO. and tho brNdfor

Ccngre.. ....,~L 11 I I... 1'1od I .pecific pcli_ /ul'\C1i<Jlt.

• COo, ~fut lb. NIIl""oI iots! Ml rch 1953 (pn~.", pes""""'n cf . ut_l.
.. ibid.
.. R.V.umborl: Pcl;lle.l Ur iani.... in South Africa; Th( South Afr!gn Congre. <tf r ..<t

L:nio"", 1 il5~I96.~. D l'l>J1. t!>e<,.. Uniwnily of the Wllw..,nund. 1988. pp.8+65.



'Throllgh the Iongu&g~ of an ti· faoci.m, r.>die<>l ..hil.. OOIlghl K> utili'" cu ncopll.ll

~noJogy si",,!.I.r It> the CongftU movemenl "'hik a_ pting to rn>bilioe " 'hi t.., in

elf""', anti·fao<iOl ..oga .... fOC'll>Oed attmtion on !he di minution 01 tho: civil right> 0/ <>II

South Afri<2ns, ....the<' than the lack 01 blKk righto lw l>ich ..ould not~...riIy win ..hi!~

. uppa' ll. Iu a inuIt, la"';. m and ap.tl'thO'id became Iorg~ly ;"I""'hangnblo tema. n... :-.1'

..u ..,..., to be the OOIl~ of bolh, and \he solution 10 South Africa' I poIilical ai>i. ....

"'Iwolrd with the """"val 01 the ~atioNlilt Party from po...... Iu Jack Hodg>en pilI It,

w~ a... P"!"""h'd willi 1M~ te> "';th'lalldal"od deI.al la'1fm _ l.oci5m a n be
drI... ted only by the del••t 01 h he] N'OONll.. Government.

Willl in the ..hilt leh and a..ay from the public arena, howewr, f.><ism ..u ...;dely and

n riouoly defi nood. For tho' I>i!~ left. the ""pi t.oll,t ...,.-ld -. 10 be , api<:ly

aF~ a point of crisis a rl<rto and 5OUn;n 0/ 1> . hranl< unci.... \he

impact 01 d"",loni...tion and IIle.f"-d 0/ III>ci.ali..... PlIrtiripanto In II>e diocu>oioll dub<

0/ \he early 195Uo .grooed that "lilt is aga lnsl Itllel bac1<ground 01 r;ro";ng economic erAi•

• nd tho CD"""lIlE"'t rq;rouping 01 lonti thaI the "~lu... musl be conoidered.""

In this cun~, fao.jm> .... a "'"" " """ 10 dncrihe tho- linal ""&e 0/~, Jock

Simo.... algUod;

Today _ live ill a fucisl COOlntry ... F• ..,;"", I. Imperialis... go~ tnad. \",perWh.m
is the 6....1 st.a&e 0' Cilpit.olis......

n... d ri..... for profit';, il .... . arxuod. ..ould Je.d 10 ""'" ruthless ..pIoil.Otion of I.'"
(OUntry's re>oU"-"I"', III the Into-rosto 0/ Ang,...Am.nican a pilal and carried out by ' ,!his
eo".,........,t. ..hich is a bonboy for monopoly apilali In ""_"1: . nd

S\feTlgtheni"l: thrir co ntrol ........ South Atrian so<iely 'Y 10 ""lra(I pro6t1, COO

iead<1's arguod-. ''''' Nr would i~"I:l y rosorl to "1l>\ali..rion- m<1hods.'" n.. ......u 01

this ..as thot

• Hodgooll' Prognm..... op.cit. "".1 ·2 (emphasis in origiNU.
.. Doni~ du f'lnsi'" Tho:: SO.....lion In Solltb AfDa Today III Vifwpolab and ras~-ns113,

Februarv 195-1, p .41.
~ t~.oon TNI collection I A051812 EvI.1.ii' Jack Simons; Ecor>omia lind I'ertig in Sellth
~ Ofctu l. nd.l954, p.1.

du PI i" S·.....~2n "l'.cit , pJ9.
.. Fischer and Willi....., CiKul" op..l t. p.l .



. 11 .nn ·N;oti01lo1 h" SouCh Afn<lon. m.... boo ofI<!c1t'd. bo th ..hil• • nd no.....hi'e __
.ince . like Hi~.... and Gomn~ . lh. N.lIONli.l. ' "lti moce . im Is 10 con:tol Ilw
_ nomic ..e.&1 th of Soulh AInca,-

f. ICi, m .... equ.1t'd wilh nlrel\'le racism.- fOT oth<n, .nd ""'" deuly~ in the

19$4 nopon of the ANC N. lio....1 b«utiv. CotNniIW, /..osm, oporth<'id . rod copilOll. ,

exploitation~ in lt"r<N ng•• bIe _

Aller . ix ye.rs of N'lionoli" rule, f.lCism has . nived in South Afrk. _ F. sciSln
<lots not an.. until con<litklno oil for il. It . n ... wt>t... ~ "'Ii"!. dol. On no
longer look forward 10 unh...ll!d profits . Id to 0<:qU~1 people WIlling to be
.xploi1t'd.-

In ...."..,.• •nli· /.ICi. m IIS by ..hid. COD . nd the Sfringbok Ugion ""'Vt 10

,,",<1<11. the blaek . nd ..hilt' po hlical . ......... Th. Y'ocYIry 01 ~ NP ill ~ 1953 ~.........I

ele<:tion, AIbett Lu..~li nolt'd:

lhoe,AJrian P""pJeos ha .... 10sl failh In the px><I Inh:nticns of the Whius 10 impro~
their condilw:II'IS• • nd ~ Cong..... mo_l has b<w..... more .,.., me•••
libo<.lOry 0,..,. h i. no klnp possible for .n Ame-. Iudor 10 ' Pf"'OI lor botll:r
""nd ilions onlr' ..ha l lhoe poopIe d"""'nd I. p:>!ilic.al n ghll..-

Such e.pressions ......-ve<I 10 re--Iocu. It-.. ' llt'ntion of ""'ill' n<:ials on !lie black. blr.·

porli........,ta ry 'reN.

The Con~ss Alliance and ...kite politia in l !!ll

In • ~inc . talt'tnO-nl following lhe ~......I d«tion, lIo: me. SAle and FRAC.rgued lho l

lhe NP W;tory highl;ghlt'd .I<!'CI<l1aI sul'PO" lor wtll'" supremacy. reinfor<'Od by th .

commit"..",lof the UNl o<! P. rty co. simil.· policy.- For Dr.Dihwll.ba Mji. ANC Acton;

Se<:retary-e;.",onl. the diU botwftn IhP NT' and UP .... -... thid htlm • pick·

pocl<t'I.- 2. 1(.M. " """", Pr d l 01 It-.. Co~ ANe. notod L'ta, lIo:~. hod hem

......rned l<' po_ "will> • INjority ..l\idI in tho vio-w of so..... of its support... entitles

il 10 pw' inlO effect • pe lky 01 •..hi .. Soull> Africa' firsl, S«Ond ond lasl _" ; Ihr polkin

.. Ib id.

.. ~ fo ' . ...mple Oililin..bo Mji in Ad...... 26-2·1952. 1'2 .

.. A."K: paP"": .0.0 118912 / & .1: NEC Ropon 10 the 1954 .o.nnu.o.l ""-';C Coni,.......,.,.p.l .
- Oltlr.Vl M. y 1953, p.lo.
- Adv.,.~ 23-4·1953, p.l .
- ib id .



ANe I..den "'P,ed INt II-." o..fi.~ Compo;gn and !he elecl:ion ...."It had ·w

' Nrpm<'<! tho politk al ;,."'" in tho cou r.try as to leo"" no TOO'" for mid:ll<-<>f-lhc-rood

individ u.ol. "" t""1Ip'.. .. f ur Lululi. whi .... oppooed 10 .partheid had

to a<a'pl 11>" ju, li(e 0/ the claim of 1M Non-whit.. for~ .ed wo••
u~ly and op<'IIly for ;15 '....Ii..' ion or bo guilty 0/ directly or in<i i"<:~J
. ..i' h ng the N.ticNli,l porty in ilS ~lIeo••r><! \Inmi ~g.·od CJlP"""iOn . nd
JUpp<e»ion of the Nor.·Whil<! peopI.. in tho; , claIm for ".... democntk nghl. ,~ l

~ me. SAle . no;! FRAC ailed on ",II I"",," "",nooo 0/ whi h: $oulh Af:ia.... who .0;J

treuure frwdom. liberty Ind d<'fl'lO<T'1ic Irodtlions to joir. tho: "",,"whit" peopl<'> 01 Ih..

country.... In rnpon.... COD .nd the $/.. bo'gMl 10 Iocu. on t~ "''<'d to bring into m ni:

• , ing le natioN l Dfs.ni..ticn of ""hi"" which «Nld join !he Congrt"S All i;ow;e.

It ...... in 1lU. <:onle. 1 I lso. 1m... WftQ IJl<1" the e1ectiGn. 1N.l tho Liberal P'l1)I wI '

bunched. Tho l P programtn<' ..u bued on I qu.hf~ It.nehi... for all 'civili..-d' J""CFIc.

Ind. commitment to u. ing 'only domocrl,ic and cclIShNtioN l fnN....• of oppooilion .* The

t..r bore the \mint 01 posHI«tion ang ... kt>m tho block c:c.ng- K.ori• • r<l C"-1'hor:, ..

we N Y<' ""led, claim In!i·Liberal ~os~lily ......Nled from ' rad ical' t>4cb ;... .w..nce o!

SACCO. In fact. the LP was . lIacked by load.... Including '''''h '",ocle1.1O' ~ guros ..

Z....M.l th......nc! LUluli: .....1'l'O""'. , ,,,,II C1i~cilm anl'ftded tho formatiO'\ of It.e LP. whi<:~

~ed SACOo-, i' I""'" by ~~ mont"'. For Z.K.M,uN""" . 1l politju l port~

from t~ lr rigllt wing of tho Nationali' lt 10 tho liUnI, . ... .""iout 10
J'f'"Wf"" a porlion 01 privi~ 10' ~ 'O<'tion 01 tho,jOp"IaIion: w~ tl\<;y
d..mbe il a. ·whil. ' O. 'd",I0""" ....1<01 1'\0 dilf~.

Alben LUlUh warned Conpn. 10 be "on gua rd og. tNt .......bI.-n of tho AN.C. bocoming

....-mbon of politico! Pa" i", w_objocti_ ... diff...,.,t /rom our own': ' ll)' AI:ic""

'd"'iring an unqu. lif;"d .....n<i;>ation: h. continued, lbould join no! tho LP but · L....

- Z.k .M'lIMw" !'mid""lial,tdd .... .D~ ANCCon/~. 1~1953; in ""'ri, .nd Corl't,,;rt
Chall.ncr op.clt.. p.l 01 .

Li1 A. LuIU1i: f!!::::!id""ti.! Address. ANC Ann...l Conl~, D<ic.ii1brr 1953; in ""'ri, and
Gerhart: QI.l!\cnu OJ'.dL. p, l21 .

.. ibid.

.. Ad....... ~·l95l. p.1 ,
,. LP POI'"A: A/l f>71·rnf.....Ree! I : 1953 LP Prineipln . nd <,,"pM 7.
.. M.nhe.... ' "'ddft.. op.ciL. p,I03.



'"
Lberatory ".,~"",nl lhrou~h u", Afric. n N.>ho""l Congl"'SS:'" for T",...vu' ,,"-':C

!'mid....' Ntho n M.nd~la. "talk o f 'd<'m<>CTO ~' and romb lUti"". 1 ".... .... COn only II. .... .

basi. in ",. lily fo r thooe poop" w ho ....joy d""""CTilh C and con>lituri OllO] right..•... The t1',

he concluded, IN"'" the libel'. tion mo............, .nd !IOugh, "1o d;~ it wi th fine won:!. and

prom;..,. . nd 10 divide il by giving conco:s.i~ .nd bnbco to • pnvileg<d minori ty .""

CongJn' I. ad..... calWd f", whi.... to join the Con~. rnoyemen~ but insi. ted tII.ol co­

op""'tion (Quid only loll.<: pba: 'ON '!liE BASIS OF EQUALITY AND MUTUAL

RfSPECT..... Natal Indian Cong.... !'mid....' 'Monty' N.;cu, .u~ up Congres.

feelings:

ut me ..y most ClIlegoric.lly INI only those Eurn!'H"s belong 10 \he domocntic
",mI'. who wi''''',,1 ........... llon octCpt the ;n~t fund.ommu.l ",hI of . 11 the
opp""'S<'<I p""ple in South Africa to ....".,,;~ oqu.>l fT.nchi,.. wi.h !hose who ""joy
il.t p.....nt. Iuoy penon who deltiet ,he righ' 01 the non-Eurol"'.... 10 NVC e-;uol
fn r>chioe and spe.o.• • nf a quolifiod h ncbi 10. tho1n. t>,' hi, wry stand P~ 0(('5

hi_ If outside tho dC'mocr.lic compowhet u"'• • p<:r$On N Pf""" to be "'d'lilc
or ..",,·White.'·

In contru' w itt. the d .;ms 01 Go.han and kans that the LP offoctively fulfilled tho

n:q ui"""""ts of !he whi~ OTgani ...eon p<of"'!'"'d at the DMngh Holl ,,-ring. Con~•

..,.dl'n ..nonimo usly spoke out against the polici.. and programme 01 !he LP. In doi ng 00,

Congr'fts spokes....." went further and ailed on radial whit... to join the Allian(\".

P;lilinz.obo Mji contra, ted lhe LP wilh u...... whl"'" ' who h.1d roI'I'lC ~~ l co.." z,.......tl y

.nd .ssoci.al<.'d th~lvt't with tllt delian(\" a mpoi&1!'" '' Such wlliln. Cor.grt'U""'"

argu<!d, should join \he A1lia~ and thm:by ·ch.1l1enz,e diTKIly !he cont""ikln of tho

-'oli." !Tom \he No.. to the Liberal. that \he liberalion of all Afric.a... It an expons or

implied throat 10 the EUl'OP""'ns in this cou ntry."" It was In a context ....rked by the 1953

election ..,...Lt. the hoslile criticism ditfCled at !he Ll' and I.. prtT"a~, and the a :l fo:

... LulUli: Add..." 0tell. p.IZ3.

... Nelson Mandet..: u chlight nn the Librn!! r any. Liberatio n No.3. JIl.... 1953. p.'.

.. lbld~ p.9.

... LulUli: Addrn. op.cit. p.l22 (.....pha.it in ongi noU.
,. lJIdlon Opinion, 19·2· 1'154.
'" A<!Yon.,., 260-2·1953. p .2.
,,, Wal ter Sis.. lu, quoted In Ad...an<e 8+1 '154. p.t.



Th~ formation of th~ South Afriun CongrU 5 of D~moaals.

TJ.., 1953 S"""••l clection pro~.-.d to boo ••ignificont I.., to. in tlv f(>nnOli<>n Of bo,h the U'

.nd SACOD. Following tlv cle<;ticn. tho pro-<:ongrcu _ 'POp'T ....t"'''''. c~un~lI<od wli,~1

..hit<:> 'g.inst -losing ho.n at the .Ie<~on _ ult: ( . lling On \hom to tum to '0.. w \ of

forg;ng \hoI d"""",,". ~c . ilia""" of oil .-. ..hieh ..iIl boo the only proIcetion nf L'w P""l'lc

. g. iN t the N.tionali.t tyT.""y.~" Ru,ty ll<-m..";n. found",. IN1I'm c/ bolh 1M SAC!' and

SACOO• • rgued thol·the long....nd ing lIni...'" P.ny monopoly of . t;tgl....,.. of PH>l;TCSOi,'c

Congrn. should mo;;•

• bid lo r the . Ik-gi.",• • nd .u-p::on c/ 1M . i"""e Europeo" dMnOCrot ..'"'" hod
been tinaU" di . ilI u. ioned ..ith the United P.n y.nd lhe Torch Ccl:'mondo ....d ... .
seeking . ......... y out'"

As Iht COng..... rno·.rem<"Ilt di ' tM'a<! i".,11 from ..hioe poT!"'....."..'Y politics. the.,.,...j

for a naliol\ally CON~tuted white Ccng«"S ... . Inr:nasing ly foil. In a ~.....I of COO-•

•upport 101" th~ uP du ring the elC(\ion. b ecuti"" Ccmmi tt......_.bOT Eddie Rcu~ poir,ltd

to the rommitrrl<'nt 01 bolls lho 1:1' ~nd NT' to whi ,., . upmnocy and the ""P'...ion 01 k-g.:l

blood< protesl. [I' .uch cirro rnsl'''''''. Rg". ...;;ed. ..1\.01 CC'Jld .top blad< politic..

Ofgl"'salion. from be<c min~ anri·...·hil'"

In IN••ihi.rion E"""?",,, of derncaali< IIId l;bH. 1 _ would be f. ili", In \he;"
duly ... If they d id not to;;. immedi. ,., . lcps. " ..ti l' to d~'T..nmot~ L,,"' thefe ",:1
ni.1 IIIIny white people ..11.0 Ole not ""'~Ie to fhl, qili.....te hU lllln Upi rOl ior.•
0/ fhl, Non·E"rop<'.1'd and .."" sympathise ..ItII. \hem in their """","; se<:ond l/ ,
to "",r\; for lls. overthrow of tho~I unju>t and d~l'tlU. 'l"tme h iel ..IJelI
Mil " Iri..... t..y bring ~ ;...tcr to the a>IInlry.'"

f olloMng the gt'Mfal election, diO<\lssion. ...... begun bet-..em the Sprirgtok l<'Pon. \he

Demo<:ratic LNgue .nd COD MIll. I"" .im 0/ ..". nng a .ingle ..hilt Con~•. Tho lime

for .uch an org ' '''''''''''n .... """" ta be appooil '" COO members argutd tNl tho decl"",

,~ Ad~U1« 23-4-1 953. p .2.
,~ Be1nstt'in:~ OF.tit., p.4.
,~ Beyle""ld: ~oo,., op .tit.• p.2.
,.. Roux: SI.ll-".,1\I op.dl. p.2.



'"
INny year..:'" Whil<> socic:ly "'U -" 10 bo: wi~.ing". 1<1mm,' of det>o ", "' II of which

i""";l.obly COIr.... ' 0 ~vol~ .round !he btiioo q..."'tW:>n of tho rights •• of """-wh i,,, South

Ahi""n$ "'~

n.., Soulh Afrieon Congr ..... of Dro>rno<t.,....... f<>rmed in OtlObor HS3 . 1 • 1", 0-<111

con~ allod by COD. !he SL and tho OL.~ "-"'nr; wn . ller>dod by ';gh(y~ght

Mlegltn fn:Im ,he lh con~ng bodle!.. whi ", orpni..._ in Durbon Inc! Port

Eliubo:'''' ind;vidu.ol whi from~ "...s, .rw:t .ho bIacl< Congres-. T1'wI ........" .nd

programme 01 $ACOD~ ou tlin..o in Two POpo'n p'......l<'d by Ru<l)' &motein and Jack

Hc.:lgson re>p«fiV<'ly. full> 'IN'O...:l1ho bn:>ad N N re oIl1~ ptop:»e<l org..... rion, .nd 1M

need for ...hi", Cong"". ' " uk it< plJ~ in Ihe ...e<tL'>g m,,!li,.d.l A:h.roce. Neittlef

1M' the first to.k of Ihe new OTga ni>.>hcn WI ' to . how !!\at

, ho otruggle i . OTIC' bc!Wftn whit<' .nd ..,...whi t< &,mocn ts on W OM h.ond . nd
whi 'e.nd non-whi'c roachON"'" Of\ tho Dlller.'-

SACOO', lim> ...",," !let o ut in 1\ 1 ,.",.... In the lhon tent!. the org.ni..bon wI ' to

-ruct rapidly '" "vny oingl0 i" e t ho! l ri$<:l. in South Atria' ond ...."., • d....<x n ' ic

programme in op position to .porl ho.->d.'-~ long... lenn objoctive "'IS It.. lI'.ob,li":"j; ' 01

lhe ~~ _ to Imn& abo..t ' ho dele.' 01 I.sci.m.~h

1l>e foull<l... of SACCO w""' dc'Iitu.lely n &Ue """,rdinC SACCD', lulU'"

pt'O&!'.mme. SACCO w •••n .oc!iv;.t body .nd did not roqui... p:ili ;:i.., CO'o'Orin& 011u P""!'

of Mtion.>1 l i l~ . lolo....,.,...,.. SACCO w.,' proj«lcd poUtiai l Jo,om" lor tho whit~ Idt whidl

w.. dttply <!iYided OWl' . ho" of i...."'. none of which t..d~ 1'l'>oI'o'N by ,~ ti.....

t~ AN C u lCl SAIC called for. whi'" ConC"",.'" SACCO .... in' n>ded 10 encom~., 1M

whil~ \toft •• w~l~ • • 1M pwinC numtu of whit.. who, it w. , .fE"<d. would be drivn.

to unde~...nd "ttl.t OU~ i. tho only .l!fm;ltiv. lulU... to t~ &rim .nd ptirniti~ hN'" of

," BemsWin:~ op.eit . p.4_
n' Ibid.
,,. Hod&son: rrogumme op.elt . p2 ; e.:m....n:~ op.clt.. p.l .
,. Hodcson: rmgr.m'M op.elt.. p.3.
'" ib id.
,m $c:oo, eN-pilOT 4.



A< I ...."n. the lim> Ir><! ob"",to of SACCO ..= dtliM l tely ll'ined .~ 1,;'ni!cl

Nltions O.dMllion of H""", n Right. .... ..dopocd " SACOD'• •11 """t of priM p •. 'The

hoolile n>ceplion of ,he LP'. prosnrnme h..d IUghlighted the noed fa'1 ...hile o'~_ni>.olion

b..ed on compl...., """lIily' ., body: " Fi",'- Ir><! WiIli.lm> p'" it. .""h;ch will nol """,k

to buglin witll or bIly off the non-E""'P""'no.. but ""hkll will ""''''h with thcm."'"

Morecwer. by k«ping SACOD'. J>fOlfItIU'ne &0 limi-.d " PJ'S'ible.!he l im ..... to i,..,lude

within its ........

J"'OpIe ...ho Igtft "P"" OIl' limited l im>. b"t ...ho differ on the Jesi.ll livt>
p"'p',mme 10 be . dopt": by. tt\l ly d""""","tic South AfriW> govenurent.•r><!
..ho KCOtdingly bclong to d,U.....nt I"'litlQl p"ttieo .nd hold d ' /fm ng I"'lihe.1
ideoJogi" even ""hil. """ng Ioy_l . r><! rif...b'~ .......ben of O<IT ne"" orpni.. t>on-'"

Ao Bem>lein noted. SACOO'. limo .rd '*jects ....... limited 10 .«WeI' in ...Iily only one

~t ."bjeel. the w bject of fIlndlmenll l h,,""'n ngbt>.-

Perctptions of SACOD.

Most di ioN of SACOO like .. !heir OlMting point the . .."mption of • determining

link be ""' lhe di.""I"tion of the CI'SA.1Id th e fo"""bon of COD Ind SACCo. In 1 ~5t

Anthony SImpson. I fo...... editor of DRUM ....~Izinlo. eha~~ SACCO memben II

·,he f.mib.. bond of ""bite comm"ni.t> . tId fello""·Ir.",,,l\ero ...t., hod fot )'Olts bee n

"'OdOled with Cong " .. Ed"".fd Fei, dlimod that the \eod...hip of SACCO ..

·";"""Ily !he that 01 the dioblrded crs...... For ,.""t lloben>on, SACOO .

"Co""""niol-eonlrtl lled""; lor 00", 100 Irvine i ' ... . "Conununi. HnI1Ileneed: '" Cod Cerhor1.

"""""""ling on Al'nuniot elo-imo thot SACOD 'NU formed .., U 1(1 ollow whi!.. eomrnuni. t>

to .ut>ven Afriean nationab.m••111.. thot !hi> .... •yrohobly no t • primory foeto' bt-hin<!

... Ilern>tein, Lb< ,tv op,cit.. pA.•
... flocher and W,llilJN: Clmol. op.cit.. p.1.
'.. Bem>trin:~ op.dL. p.2.
". Ibid., pJ.
,.. Anlhony Sompoon: Tte.Kln Co" 'The Oppr:l.ilion on Tnl l in South Atrig (London 19581.

p.101.
,.. Edwofd Foil' li mon l!£Yolt in South Afriel 19f!G.19M (Norlh.... tcm 1m). p.1~.

'.. Robertson, l ibenh.m op,,;~, p .l 6$.
'" Oougll. Irvine: Thr Ubenl Pony, 19SH96lI. 1'1'.127-128, in Butkr. E1phic:k .n<! WelolI (ed .):

P<-moq. lif Ub£r!Ji, m in South Africo: h. Hil'ON I tId !'n>Ip«t (Co pe T"""" 19S7J.



>«

the putiopolion 01 ..- .........t><n a( COD"; . ...~. d...,., t:n SACOD ~. ;>n

org.ni..lion of -whi le M.rxi_ "'"

~ th<'>e quot>liorIs suggest. SACOO hu co"""""ly boeo:n ...... .. . 'fro.-.r' lor t....e

diobo nded CommurUs' Party. Such aoontions h,a ..-, tftn f""""'i.d on thr P"'~ N

furmet C"SA """"bon in th~",nkJ 01 SACCO thor than an alWysis of tho prtgn....".,..,

~ _viti.. of 1M oq;oni...lion, or ito w>d Il'>O'Il'b!nhip. Conunm.t.oto" 110..,. on

<Jtt.sion. chooo:ft to . "'*l an accu .... . ....Iyois of Sl<COO ~ ...... .... of c:.n.l... "'!"men....

J'e;t .""'!"ed lh.J,t """"", 1l'IE'fI'Ibe" IlOl COfN!Iunist,"; .... noroot/'oo~ e>ncluclod; "U'wt

is. or murw. Ihe o.im 01 • front ""ris and Gtrhan ao.k why SACCO adopled the

t.:niven.Jl O«l.o,.,t\on of H......n Rights •...th... INn _ a ny M. ",;.c poogram..... In

answerinz: thftr 0 '"'" q>H>rion, they lon back on Gw.ooolyn c.n..'. 1953 ao-.n 1-"',
~udl... 01 its progt'>rr.me. SACOD'. ·cmc~..., languoge" was °dwonmotically

C<>mmunisl.-

In ..~. SACOD has b«n <horac1C'ri>ood in mosl n:>otiro£ lilO'talU _ u!\is.t·

_ ...ted o~...tion. A. such. ...ppon for ' le/ twing' idola ' sud> at tiD""Jis.>:ion and

Anti.impm..l~ (and Mlti-Americanism l within the bIK.. CDngm.ws I re ln~ bock to "'"

inIluen(~ of SACOD. ...... 50IM C<lf\'II'I'IO'tl.lto.. " ltmpl I" _ _ Itw: A.....C ~m SACOO.

Gerhor1 .rgu... INI tho ANC/SAIC d«ioion 10 "",.~. while Conr;>'e>s did I\Cll ""P=-:nl

..,,",I LUNI; Itk,,«1 to as .....p along our fNd tow.rd , .. 1:fooo:Srr South Al:iarl""-'"

h lhrt, 11 -was . imply • ·.....li.tie' effort lID tap~ .-:l~y &ViIlilo~ res<:M<lO in _

Afrielon' , favour.· Gerhart rondudfs. in tho- faee '" & WdII11 01 rrid...... '" \lit, <:Ifllrar)'.

tNl for ANC 1Nd \lit, _ lO bring SACCO inlO bl'inc was ·p rimArily a 1oC1i<ll1. not

an ideologial _ ._-

'" Gail c....""rt: Black Ppw::r in Soyt!\ "'mca : Thr ~tiM 01 an Ideolog... 1CoUIomioI IV-"lll.
pp.1IS.116 (...,pbasis added).

.. n-;I: urban ReDI!: op-dL. p.268.
... Karl , a nd e..twl: a..IltnU op.at. p.l 3.
... CoM.Caner.n... !'pI - on;:;....lty: South Alliel Sin" l~ (tm>don 1958). p..T.S; quceod

in KIrts and c..NrtCholm op.ciL. p,l 3.
<5 Albert LulU1i: J.n My Ps9p~ Go (looldon 1962), p.l26.
... e..m.rt : !'pw« op-dt., p.il9.
... ibid., p.n9.
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'"
diffi<\JI,..'"

SACCO Iouo(\..." Hod gso n .~ Bt'tnstl'in. both k>nn<T Cl'SA memb<n 1<>1

f>tI'E'Ine .......iliYity 1(1 the possibility oj new di'p" lft brNking out 0"'" ,he qu ,;"n " f

nonrO(iolism. HodS"''' argued lNol the "!<>cia!, "<(>nOmic ."" politioc.ol .lrIl et'~... of Sou th

Atrieo" had imp<»e<! on 1M ""nt~ CooS""" ""'~l ·,hi. _",.1 f<>fJ1l (I f

org.ni.. Iion.... E.och Con~. wu p:~ ....ponoibility /or "tho, group I<l wtlich it .:"ne

N ' tho: II'IM' ",ad)' accno, and of w~ probl""", i, . 10.... N . the cle....., u...:!cnl.ond ing."

With n-gl.d to SACCO, Hodgson ,",",oed:

We . !X'1Jld~."".' It", ""l>C'Ithat,,,,, now organisation I' but. _0 of L~e

M" ..........." _ A•• <'O"""'l"rn<'t in g."....]~ore the cNroc,or and tempo of \11 .
strngglo eon oniy bo> dtttnnino<! IOgo>lh<1' ""th I.... """. OT'/:;mi..t>oIU o f ,1>0 N",,·
Whi te prople....

SACCO, Bemstl'in .ro:! Hodg.,," argue<!. would """" no colour bar and would ",...ka me

iNn II> ranl<.o a n tho"" South Afric.on.. in'..pe-:ti.... o f t~, race OT <010"'. who",

orgoni..non had the '''''p'''''ibi li ty Io.Y orpni.il\& and l..di..,; .he MilllOnl d ......".,.. t1 flO'

..t~ few by !he Congt'nO ""'V1.'mef\I.. ... Aw.... of the IOrtuou •...,... 0/ the pr~l.

Bernstein continued:

I do not wan' to to: mi.u~ - and On is. ..... like this in Oil...~.cJ(lu,

cvuntry it is too ea. )'. 10 boo mi. underst.>od . I . m r.0posing the fonNlXm of . n
orpni wnon which w,lll'll..... no rolour t.o. _ !lu' ' m .imultol\OOUJly p'0l""ln~
IN: fo......lion of .n organi5.0tion which will. from II... OUtso1. Imd=tand !~..., the
de1nocr.1ie ClIl.., in South Atria I. today predotni ...n, ly ~tN by tho
C""gr<'" rno~1. I am i"""l""ing IN: Io ~ on of . n~ni..tiofl wh.'<~ will
not al~ II) .111""""". IN: ConSftlS .. II is dy ro""nlu!ed. "'1>Kh will no!
.Il....p' II) u b 1",,[Il><U IN: ml'.. of • •uper• • ll-in. l\Ofl·ru1i(lnal eons,...•...'"

SACCO'. founding ron!.........., endo...d • poli.:y 1II hm'Cft1 which.~ the d ""p

Pnp""sion left on all l«tion. of .he p"p"la lion ~y d«ad.. of racial dilOirnina\i""••nd

"";n!orced by diff<.nng edua'io...l, ....llu..l .nd!l<>cial P""'"'" which d ivlded COl'rImuniti.. ,

The otalemenl ac<epl<'Clll>c id•• l of ". singl•• united demoa.1ie orpn;s"tion of p""pl., "f

... A]b;e Sach• . quoted in f tedncbe: Non..ci.r.m op.dL, p.58.

... Hodgson: I'mgr.m..... Ol'.ci ~. p.l .

... ibid.

.. Berns!"';n:~ op.d t.. p.2.
... Hodgson; I"r<rgnmme 01',(11.. p.3.
'" 1ll'rnsw n: J..it£lx op.dL. p.3,



'"
all fa""'"; il wunt'd. ""...,r••". thai il

wou ld be vi'ionary llId imp ••mal to ,....gi... lha t thl' lC<t'f'tafl<1' of • p>bey of
ful l .00 equl l ri&~ lS for .11 0&1"",",po I UlOtN bcal1y .w..... II'Ieoe IX'''''' . »<1, .'"

Th<: lound;~g conl........, ~ ondo"""<l im to gu id~ SACCO'. work. N lNly: ' whal i(,

good fer One Cong....., i. good fo • • n ...

Opposibon to mulhra",.l forms '" otgltli ...lion eome moot '''''''Sly "'om lhr ......,"m

Cape'" Thi. wI ' "",uoUr true of the formotion of SACCO. 1M """ dol Oom'ur. 'i<

U,l gu•. • <t>nv of ,hi' founding CON"''''''', wu deeply divided 0 \he qun!i;:.n or

mcrg;ng into> I !\ile Con&...... U l guc cluirpenon Un~W.n:I.... h.. rIOlO'd L~.I .~ b r

one, W I ' Igainst joining up with In orgl""'bon thai WH for whi or~y.''"'" If the A:;C

IIad "'ante<! it IN.. way: '" ru, to thl' vo.., within \he Ulgue. t ho jcri tyw~ \lie

fnl'l'&<"I'; the leogu,', dcle;'l<1o to tho founding coni........,., """"'h..I "MgU<d aillho w.y

to Joh. .......burg.· ... n... ....in cc""'"' <>I 1ho League wu \he fl ,., oIll. CoIo>lred " ...-mh<...

(SAC!'O being not y" I """,'h old) in I n I ll_whi le org.niulion. OL ~Ieg"n · . rzu...:! 0\.,

case fur two d.~"$· and "'''''~_ 01 tonb nuod Coloured """"bon"'p "'.til ~ ACl'O

n.. ~Ofl' of the DL '0 ",~l brKiali.", -. nbilly pnt b<'al, ...,.~i3g Il" ,~

tutu'" of ~.ling mtrn~. n.. u.g.w. obje<1io how , ......00:1 10 "'SF off • !iT

mon.o wld..poud di.p~ h: o'~, Iho> N tu... and tu tu di<e<tlon of SACCO. "The fe"",~"

01 a whi~ o>ng...... whoooo IN>IJlbMo would woo-k 10 bro.k "the hidebou nd pnt'Jd;c,. 0(

EUfOpra......... ~,"""",,,led difl",.nw:co within the white J./L CST had p"",",lly ,~led

. uppo" ' " 0/ duo .Iru"~ 10 working for llanoNl liM.lion by .1n55l", u-e- n..'<'d 10

<On«ntra,~ 01\ building lhr ui. lin8 NIHmiI ~.I'Ii" b"",. Supp m ... 0/ CST poir.l\"d to

,he e>:i.len<"l: oIla~ and Ktive lla bonol Cll"pl'liooliolts whit h ...... · nol . nifocW bul t>o:.<d

.. CAMP Reel 4&H )C2:30 f 22: SACOD: Dr.11 !'o!iQ: Sllolr!'r><.:!!!. 0:10l>0.- 1953, 1'.: •

.. Ib id.
w ~ . bove and t hapt... 3 acd 4.
'" lft-W. rden: Memoirs op.clL. p.n.
'" ibid.
.. Ib id.
'" SACOO". $tal""""'l 01'.<11.. 1'2 .



'"
(In ,ltOng notio ....1 fee-ling .mong 1M p.opl~"'" Som ior CPS" rncmb<n IIXh as )'d Suno.,.

'TgUO'd 'N ' intemol colo""lis", had divided ....~ wmli.ing d,.. . Icmg rao.l lira. and

condudt:d U..I whil~ We whi... working du••hould not be 19nc>l"t<l. "it might . 1>0 boo

bl:'"", >lui"&)' ' n ""'«'fl'''''Cfor so..... Ii..... on W wgely unotp'>iS<>:! ~ut -li. ble

clemen.. <>f the working cI. .. ("",;nly Afric. n)..... '" In .....,.,.. former cPSA ........

wt"I"I: to (Onli" " .. tI>ei. p«'Vioo. work bu. for the benefit 01 lM ANI: . nd sAle n lJ>cr INn

the Cl'SA.

The (""""lion of SACCO. how....... fun"'" divKl<d tho: while !<:fl. Wl.'tl<ing with,n

SACOD. While cx.(]'SA membo:n WO',k1 ""..... to . wit<h t~r foc.l point of activity ' '''' y

from org,nising blKks ,<> working .mongst w kiln. For ""me: CPS" "....,,~ wbo had

end"""'" CST. ,hi, funhl."r >!>ift in lICIiYity ""'Tk«! • fi....l C'OI>Cn>ion to u <!.ll d:. ioion

.bo", <:\.0•• unity. and w.. una«q>"bl<. In l~. Jack Simon•• who~ pino<l SACCO,

.Io.ed,
N fat., lho: N.Iio"" l~lic M"".......nt I' corarned in $(lull> Afric.. I' is tr\:e
that ,he i.......,.ji. le 10•• i. 10 teC'Il.... fttooodom from NotlONl ~..,..,.;or_ B,I It..",
1. no ch thing in ><>cia1 n\,)vemc1ll> .. I"""d om by !he InSW/nt'nt p:.>n . , Thert
(:;In be lib<-r.li<>n ' p.<rt /rom c1.... [ibor.lion."

The moot V<XioI cri tiC'S of SACCO. II'd oi m ultira<i.oli.m mo... g<nc'nIlly. ..'.... t""'-'

former Cl'SA memben and o\hers of 1M ...hile left ...ho tej<:ciN CST. For Donie <!1I1~u..,

fo""". 0'5,0. Joha lUlnbll'1 DI.t';cl chairper son, multi' acill . trueNr.. ....... -.. ",'he fi r..!

upitllllti"" bcl"... ....tio....1ism. dll Pleui. SlIrItd frem tI>c! premi>e INl "",tio;molj. t

OlJ,lniSi tioM ........ ·school!,1 fo< 1'1. ....."'011< Idrology. "",rroW+mil'dcdnesl al'd ~

prejlld~,"" A numb<>< of~.~ l\ltiQr..ol orgon,wrions tcmbined In I rnultil'll;i.oIll l~.

he " gIIed• • im ply m liitiplied the pI'Oblnns:

NltiONli•• orglniSition••nd fedom.li'm eon in ,he . nd only 1eId '" dio.ino;gr.!ion
Ind lhci. own dcstN<:lion. A ....tio....llib....tion may......,.,t .,;u.",- .HUmes I .." ..
ch.onclOT . nd gro........l\ic:h iI cln do only ..-hen I n tt~ /on;eo of libonorion . , ..

.. Lionel Fonnon: N,tio....r . w ;~ South A/rig. pA; in fa",... O ub: WP"",um op .cIL

... 5;rnoN: EWIIOmio op.ciL, p.3.

... Ibid.

.. Ibid., pp.1..s.

.. Donie dll Mos.is: No.., on em. in p<>i ~t. ,""iM'!! in thf d iKU» ;on in Vltwpo inlS and
, ...pt<tiY", 1/) Feb"'" ry 1954. p"'; ~ 1I!iO David Holt in ViewpOint> ond ,""p"cti..... 112
June 195), pp,14·21.



orgoni >«l . nd "'liv~ly fighl for lIS .iln, "nd... . COmmon 1«donhip. or il i,
(01lv<'fl«l . nd dog"".".."" ,nlO • ""';n 01 p<'uy ~u.obbln 0.........~ righl it ;,
to .il on ....hich bench. or ,,'1>0 "";,,n ....hich door.

i"""'POra1"<:l ....ithin. , ingll: ...tio ...l org.ni..non . • nd 1101 be ~."'" ' • • I fr"u g1'OUP"'~

<!u Pl...i, oppo>«l II><- lormonon of SACOD Ind tailed fOl" • •ingle. nonracl. 1

Congres.. With . " ppon from "";lhin lhe Jo....nnesburs Di>cu..ion O ub. he propoocd 'one

o"S.ni"lion ....ith ilS raM' op"" to .11 South At"""IIS who • ..., pn:po>ed 10 fighl fo, 110

proS"''''''''' I nd .ims.nd under 0,.., lI:odt..hip rl«t"<:l by . n..... ll>e e , ....Iy 10 "'lOin

.uch unity. he Irgu"<:l. w•• I~. II><- ANC ' 10 0p"" its ronks 10 .n woo nl to lighl for

freed om..... Congress IrodeTS. .. ..... have ....... oppo!lr<! Ihr coil for • •ingle Cong...., for

• vlrit'ty 0/ .....OllS. On r of 1M moll ' ignifk.nl of I""'" w~ lhe 1d",,1ogka1 ron"",,,,~k>:u

which hod br<Ome I lIIchod to nonrocioli.m "' . ....ull of the di. pute of the Iolr 1941lo .

mnoined prrmiscd on the primacy of clo.. •bove nl lio...1 struggle. elu I'In.i. I1'gurd lhal

' lherr ;, no room 101" numrtOu' ,moll <>rgoni..ticM fun<:lioning "'PIra'rly Ind shouling

unity. bul in prl(\k<' .......ining in "'PIra'e c. mpo.· ... In~ 01 the l'lllion.olist allil ncr.

d u Pin... Ir;;ued. 111.11 ""," ' .nd I bsolute unity botwern oil races an only be..,h;rwod in

I workon' 'In.Igr;II:."''' In <:ompletr conll'llI wilh 1M (1011 for SACOD membrn 10 orgl ni..,

mo ... whil<!'l into lhe ' In.Iggle• • nd wilh Jock Simo....• all lor work within the: block

I'IIlio...1 "'l"niwtion>. du PI... i. I rgued thot the: pri""'')' lI.k wn the building 0/ "I

. trong onel powerlul lI'ode "rtion movt'meTlt ._ I nd I !"'"wnr. org.nisation· . , tho

back bone of black .....ncipolion.'"

Di.,pu~" Ovrr lhr nrrd to work lmong.t wh il<!'l lOOk pII«o within SACOO throUghoul

1M 1950s. Nonethrln •. • , SACOD Executivr CommiHrr mrrnbrr Helm}ooeph """ noted.•

... du l'In,is: NOl.. Op .cil.• 1',18.
'" Ib id .• 1'.46.
'" du Ploui" SiNllion op.ril. 1'1'.41--42, s.... I I", Oovid Holl. o..z.s..ndrn and o'her> in

VicwJ:olnW and PCrlp«tivu.
Ib id . 1'.42.

'" Ibid .
... ibid.
'.. Ib id,



'"
,,,,,", fo..,.,.. CPS... member> who joined 1M white Congres. w ,,", "onl y too happy 10 lind

& political"""" wh"", they could .... lIy .......... t /l<;. conl. els ";1/\ the pol itic.ol wo,ld: '&

n.... dispute OVeT mulli""O.Ii.m I\ad tWO d f«ls. Fi..~y• • numbeT of..,Nor commUI'l"1S.

includi ng both Simons and du Pi....' •. a.......11 as I «l<\. id""'b:e nu....... of rank and fi~

Cl'SA ........,~. tclu..-d 10 join l~ whi.., Congt'nO. Socor>dly. the di'pule Ie<! ' 0 !he

founders o f SACCO bluml'lg the ~>e cI<rn.o.... non of SACCO's .phmo of opcnotion.

organi... tion tI.od no colour boor; in evide""" of 'hi>, Maul"; YeNl" of !he SAle was

elecl>Jd onto the E.«uli~ Commill....... The .~"''''''''\ .,,,,,>Cd thoot SACOO did ' "", .....,k

to com!"", with the e.isling Congrn. organi..tions lor mell'\bom.hip Or r".. tin, ~"" in

,,,-, otru"~" and rommittod SACOD to "winning the support of Europeans for 1M 6~1

19ains' all ..peets of r"", diKri",,""lion and hootiliry.... SACCO II'oOIl'Obon W<n to wo<'ll

. mongol "groups not eligible fo< JnI."I1Iber>hip 01 .xioring organiso'lion.. or ""!<'n'd k>r by

tl>em"'~ Alone love! thi. blum:<! phra,ing rofcn'e<l 10 the Colcured """"""" of \...,.,

obj«1ed 10 whi lt' work. The dOC1.lmeM subed ,hi, SAOOO~ should worl< lo

Improve · tho """""""'hip and prnligt' 01 whiche_ org.ni..lion 10....,.. aPP"OP...... and

...adily I C<'<'p1t'd by the IocII populalion..... Awa", of ....i. u nce 1<1 worki,,& among.t whiln .

the .lI.t""""'t Ctlncluded:

1henI an bo> no rig id po' ''m for C.O.D. bnncheo. their mmpooitlon and t~d.
IClIY''Y. Loc.1too'Idillons Y"'Y .......d=blv. EadI bnnch and rqoon m...l ada", the
ger..nl poIi<")' of co-ope..lion and mutu.l"u.i.lInc. 01 the tIvH Con&"""" to the
.....1 sill>ahon •• I.tin! in t!'le a Whcr-e t!'le... i& no local A.N.C. branch. the
S.A.C-O.D. ....y wei won: Inly amtlf\&S1 AlnclN 10 ......it [Ibcm! 10 the
S.A.CD .D. I nd 10 u'V ,ho "..,., enIlgh_ 10 form an AN .C. branch....

SACOD WI ' launched at a ti..... ",hen ....ny of tho adYlnce> made du ring t!'le Do:fi.once

CAmp>ign _ ... boing rolled~ in the Ia« of I "'n.........:l leg;. lahe ONl.Iug"t on bloock

,., Inter'VWw wi,h Helen Joseph. p.J.
'" T",,""On Trial Ctlilechon i A0 1612 Ens .3: Report of SACOO founding ConfOft'nCe. 10/ 11_

10.1953. pA .
'" SACOD: SLi '""",,,t op.d t.. p.l .
". ib id.
,~ Ibid.
'" ib id .• p.2.



'"
"gM... SACOD mernbeB noll!<l the I.o<k of • <II'M ' ''''le!:Y ..hid. wu Iotc:lnS • del".,... ;""

poot""" on CooP""'" c.amp"igno_"· SACOD hd to develop' """ ogy lor W<;JI'k in whi l~

. "',. while forging linu with ~ brNd.. eongrt'SS Alii. ......... As • resul~ SACOO

irnn>e<! i.tdy l!'I\dorW the pn>po>ed ConS"'" of II... P"'plo', wtlkh wo' to iun"'" I!",e

mobihw'ion 0/ the ~fi.n«' Camp.oig" and ptod~ • co""""'\ and popular .I.ole"""" of

Conclusion.

By Clc1ot>o:r 1953 whilel w~ lull ~,."...,. in the C""S"'" Allw.ee. SACOD's birth, far

from being the con",",,,.] leI of whi~ communi... in...", on conlfOllin& 1M A.o,,;C.

occ••iol>C.'d .....jar di.pull' willtin the w hile left. As • mult. SACOD ~0<1 ., an

crga",wtion Locking the ' '' pp<>11 0/ both libe...], and I signifiunl "umber 01 fo..,."". Cl'SA

~. For the bbck ConS""_ how"".., SACOD "ood in stalk mnlf", t will> 'N> UP.

·,he liberal. and <donN.! tr.,;!e " " ions":

Our policy of co-open tion wilh clhf.r rod ..1 grou", tl-JOu~" Iho:ir . .. ti"",,]

<>r&"niwliono "", lTWle &"'0' "rides and (O",1in,u<,,> • vl'f)' ",.1 thnoal Ie tho
P"""'" reg,..... which is anchol't'1 on the idea of 00.1 r.<cl~ .. ......,., lTd
dom;nationY'

'" Hodgoon, rmg,..mmo: ..p.clt . p,2.
"" ~ ch&pler 8.
'" 1954 A.'\IC NEe 1!:1I!2!!. op.clt., p.2.



Ch~pln six.

The FOnnoltion of !he Liber.r.l Party of South Africa.

lntmduct ion.

The UbonI r."y of South Atnc.....as lau_ On 9 Mly 1953. l-e<l by M. rg. .... Ilol1 i~~,.,.,

with CoNoid Moll,...." r- Marqulrd Ind AlIn rllOn in _ ;Or pooitio.... lhe U' ...-....l

10 ....rk Ihe C1IlmiN tion 01 ~l:o:r'" II:tiYi.... 01~ I~O' and .. r1y 195(),. FOI" it< fou nd....

the I.oundling 01 . PH1Y which fr..,ly "'Y'bLod a 'Iiben!' race policy WII. libror<Jtion fn:mI

the constnIin15 0/ worlUnll within the t!nited r ony. M""",rel Ballln~... went fu n lwt ..'1<1

dncribed the~ pony •• ' IM .igni6conl prc<IUCI 01 tho IIiSlory 01 the 1..1 Io<ty yW">."

The U' ...-.dontd a qu,dirled f",nthi>e. and bound tn<"II"lben 10 u"" ' only democn ,ic

and co nstiturio""l ....,..... 01 oppoo ilion.' The U' constiturion prod. imecl ito oppooilion '0

·111 lorms 0/ total illriani.....uch .. communi.... Ind faodom." Wilh the fo"",,1i:>n of t....

lP, liberal.~ for the fir,;11ime lomod Ie (Ompete for populI'" . uppott. Not all rnemI:en

0/ the South Ahica n UIwt.1 "'!IOdation lSALA I, from whldl the U' .....rvd. hOI" of tho

South Afri<;ln l...rilUIO- 0/ Race RcLotioou , acnp~ the all to fonn I ,,",w poIllial porty

in competition wi,h !he UP. In addition. lhe lP programtN! w.. atlld<N by the~

....-. and this h.am poml allempto 10""",,11 black n... ft, .. The lP w.. an t1mbrdll

orpni..lion: pony " ..",btiS had vlric>cl political OUI~h .nd ........ drawn fn>m dill 1

polilicll traditions. They w~ united in Df'f'D'itioll ' 0 tho NililionaliSl Pa"y lloverr r.J.

the need to 'bridge the racial "1": .rod 10 · will OU, . p in$t Communiom." Ahho••th

""....IdaI. It.> lP """""",raLed on puliamonLory poOin.o. and ..w while Y«eI"i .. il> "";n

c:m. rilU"""Y. young.... party """"ben. in con,rast sow lhe party function 10 be tho

dnelcprnent 01 bLod< . uppon. and campoiped lor the . I......tion of the 1m pol><y

....,lement '" _ h, the LP _. a ""hide dltough whid< liben.l;'m wa chaltenvd .."IC!

.......,ded thto1lJlhouI th< 1950>. Thi> chopter ....IY""" !he emerg........ 01 Drgilni-' libo7al

OPl""ition in South Africa, IrO<inll ito okwlop"..nt hom the lale l 'Mo., through the ~l:lera1

• &Uingt1" paP""' A41Of FJ.5: M.B.olh~~"" J'Tnidennal Add"",., Ubenl Pony N.""""I
Con~, 11·' ·1953, pol .

I Liberal PIfty pope,,; : AI16n-.mfm.ReoI l , LP r ............. . nd .l 953.
• Ibl<'_
• LP popen: A/16'1·mhn-Reei :J: Mi~utn: I"ietetm.oritzbu,& Libeta1 Croup ILCk , .

' ·1952.



'"
group< k>nno<I in 195\ .nd 1952, t<I tht fonnabon of ttlo Lib<-nl A~tio" and of lh~

Urer-..l Party.

Liberals ;md lib",u.llsno.

~ "aTly lU'tn'Y 0/ 1M SAU ~ LP _ . lu:och<"<! by ).ntI RobMson I" Liir<N1U" in

South Jifria. Rober1",n d C>O'S not off..... dO'lO ;~ C01'llnNoi ..wy>i' of libo'rah "'" ' J it

dneloped in the 10", 191Oo.-.d « .ly l~. undcT prn.u", nom boIlI . gro"'''ll CMgrn..

mow """" . nd the N.li....... i'! Party .....nl><;d p"',..."..... Itolhrr, .l>o . oughl y equ..:n

tibeT.I••1'Id Iibe.... i.m with l':lOd....lion .nd lIOf\<ornmuni' m, and P''''''''''' the lP .. lhe

South Alri<:iln ~n"'li"" of ' 1'1 inl.....lion.olly ~S«l ltw a! a ..-d w~.;ch found

fullest e"F""'ion in the Uniled Notion< Charter, <and was <Or.b"...ed with"1t>t """""oru,t·

conlJOlled CO,O."

Plul Rich. in Mil' p".,.. ' M "., I.i ....al C....a....u. f'OjoclS w,,",1 I>e d~llo.'$ as

Roboomon", "pIc"']; '1 porty poIili'" ....;:del· . r>d . ttnnplllo sktdIlIw wider poli~.1 I n<!

in lel1«tua1 conlftl within which whit\" Iibt'rab OJ'l"'i'led.' Bolh foU 10 "'<'OgN '" 1!1~

.mc i gti~ of Mw lim.1 thin king: po,tw.. li"""'10, in Mi~ "".,..• ••• ....,. Os \~ 101,1·

...:I of nUw:1eenth (l'nNry up" tibt-r.h.m. M such. the wider ~lnl Rich p<:>vidn is

COIICO'med to deli.....'" tho> m ntairtm<'fl' ol ' potnno!ism: . nd the N.Ii,-e~u6'CS and

""""" liberal, a~ P"""fIred u !he laol hci~ ol lhe ~pe libc1'al uadl ':lon. n.. 'P"'=;J;(

amibult'l o f South African libc1'ali,m in lhe l'UOo and 19501. and the w ider Idoo!ot'cal

functiOM of thf! political aetivilift 0/ the Nati..~ kprt"'<'ll"'~\'tO and othen art nol

rt<:On!ed, « lheir .ignific&n<'l' i. mi.M'd.

In his work on ;n..,llec\ulll h iolOry. Rich """"' sighl of thf! con"""po'u)' PO~ :K":

conte.1.. and !he munrdi4l<! i..lJeO to which the poIilical aclon undt'r ' Iud)' rtOponoled. H~

thu. pain.. .. p;et1lrt which emph...i ...~ "!he ""'"' g.......1.lal~ ol politial deopair 10 ..hid>

liberal. had """'" dri.......- at\£ftd,onl u;x>n the decline of ' potemaliolic ~pe Iib~n:i.m.~

•&0_""": Ubmlli,m op.ciL, p.1 M.



M.rtin Ugo..iock . i"';l.l.rly d wo • dOl<1Tnil\ing li"" from ,he HoenlI...HoImoyr ...... to ~....

lJ' In the 19500••nd oondud tho' 'ibo..l. lound therns<:1 ..... unit...,! not by .ny p"': ~V<:

vision. noT, u"'q_l y. in .undinS loT .ny prindpk:> •. but by ",!"ti"" Iocta..... di.Ii~.... 01

notio".. ll. m 0. rommuni. m OT pofuli.m. iU'.d by p ill.'" N oil/'lot p-.y hcoo<! I<l 1M d l«t of

~ w.r Y".n in ....IiT.g • plllon...l c:o...~tueney which 1/'10 To' ch C_ ....ndo I.t....

, ,,,,,,,,,"fully approoclle<i. iUld in bringing Into tllo politi""l n ena a . ignilicant numbc1" 01

higllly abl<> y<>ung n·~n .nd wo......, wllo brought to \hot LP an u~....liUld;ng

of liberalism ;nnuotlCed by I/'Ie Atlantic and Uni!t'd Nation. Chalton.

Jljch.~n . nd Leg••sick .1I paint. d .., Ii... 01 d o-,.lopmomt fn:Im U~ fo"""~o ,,

of tho SAIRR in tho 19lOo. the . nb.H....tzo; whit. a.c!ivi.m of the 11305. w.>Ugh the war\<

at 1/'1. SAIRR . r>cl Nati"" Ropn.....n' . liv.. in the 19400. Ind point 10 ttc Liberal raft'l at

~ oul,..;....tion 01 . uch activity in ,he 19~ A. ~ ha,... >«n. ho....v..-. t."e d.-volopmor>l

01 South Ailican liber. h. m w" I rna.. comple>. p....... than . uch an lnalyois ""U..ts.

Mor""",..-. , he dnelopm,'''t <>1 l' i>:-r.li.m In tho :9500 w.. not a Ii......~ n ..
foT....bon 0/ thP t.r "",.!<eO I ,plit~n the N.ti"" Reprewnlativn o~ w SAnR

Ioa.dc!rohip a' lho: lall......i<-'<U'<! tho .ln fo' I motO achiSl p>!ilical tOl• . A' tho "'rno: t:r.~.

ttc LP throughout th<l 19S01 wI' "",11<.'<1 by Inton..l '/rif. .. the bn>od.<. parr,

.........bMship a "", to cholleng. (('fllt.l ••peclS 01 tho 1953 pol icy ..,nl.......' . uthored by

tho: ea,ly lJ' 1Mdcro.

The d.v*,p""''''' ard "'diahloOtion '" liberali,m in thP 19500 ...ulted in pan f:-om th<o

)"Oung..- g~tion of liberal activi. 1S <1U"<>11cd by the LP, ar>cl /rom InemplS to =011 b/..d<

. uppan for liberll prindpl",- 1110 gudulli.t and Clullo....ry liber" eec<t developed by the

Na tiv. Rop.-nll~vn I nd othe'" in the Io~ l!lfO!1 .ulfom:l .UCCflsi cNJk>nvs IrnIn

wit/".i" 1/'10 lihenl Patty..... .,n. incroasod far the patty progn"""'" to away fro'"

suppomng ...tricti"" porticipahon Ir>cl In~ to'!roe tnarl<el' OC'OftVmics, tho ••fly

\.nd~.. of the potty hod to be """,,vod from po.i~o... of infl""""". M a "",,:~ mor.y U'

""",,,be.. 0/ ttc ...rly 1950> loll fa' ltc Prol\""'ivo Potty w""" it w.. ""''''hod in 1>59.

• Martin l£g. ..ick; ·tibc.. lism. Saci.l Control Ind liberltiOn in South Aflia' , sctnin..
papct. Un'vers' ty of W.rwicl< 1977. p.l. lomp"".is in ongi ...\).



Und..,. tM new di.l"'.... tion. 1M ol<kr liber.. . lost Mart . n.... elderly one< ........., du~
to di...pp""" from tM scene. anyway, Afll:o' an interval 01 !I<lme y.... • an
unlort'll....te bn:.k in rontinuiry - new . nd young.... tnl'n.. who Nd ...""""I'd no
a~b""hip in public hfe. brought a mo", ind ignont tone.nd. nCW 'lyle to Cc
situ.>tion.'

n.... . ..umplicm ""S been mode thot tMTe w.. a din>ct link betw"..., t toe ..alu... 0/ the

Capo liber;ol tnditicJn and the po1itkol crt'<!d 01 liberal< In !lie \940. and \9so... alt ho ugh

t~ u ls ts 1itl1~ del.lilod a""lysis at po.twar hboralism." -" we "".... >eel\. the rnd of t " ~

w.r "'w Iho ANC and its alli", I!':'ldoning a liberal-dm>o<ntic prngra"",,", ba....,; on

uni........l suffn~. the ru le 0/ law. a mixod «OnOmy, . nd with an emphas:s On sed.._

welfa.. proYision. Wh ite liberal .. on t!l<' oth", hal'd. de....lopod a progra mme which c.lIod

not for the end of "'&"'llation bu. i" modification and s""amllnlng. aimed at the

sepuation 01 • black urban bourgooi.ie from the bulk of the b~k po pula tion , Uberals

pmpo»od • ncnradal quahf~ franchi.. while . pplylng 'Octal.nd "-.. idenli.l sol;"'8.tion

to 1M "black rrUddl~ cias..:" Uberali.m in the 19400 w•• an inc ..",.n..! odmi:listnll""

crt'<!d which denied black ,;ghlS and opposed colis lOT nonracial ""Iu.;oli ,y ma<!~ b~ the

Congres.> """,v.....,,.1.

Within .he libmll r.rty. people of diff.....1 poli tic.. t>Iltlr>oks c""'" 10 ...'<O"k ak>np i<le

the N.li...., Repn'Soonlilives . nd their con"""'''i"" supporte-n (1r>atod la' gely in L'>c Capc).

~ includ<'<l to""", ANC member So>lby M' imang .. well lonner CommuniS! r.rty
member Jock lsa<:owil2, . nd latoor Eddie Roux. n.... U' . 1... ' ""'"ted a .moll number 0/

socLlli,ts ""'''Ing • po1itk.>1""me who rejoct<:d !lie perceivod cIos<>roeu of SACCO and the

Communi" r.rty.•nd who wou ld flOC join the LobouTr.ny dospi too its . do ption at . mo~

llbe.. l programme in the e.rly 1950s." The LP . 1"" """"OIled a la rge number (If soci.Il·

democr.tic~" such .. leo . nd Hild. k uper, Chri'lOFheT Q,ll an;! <othel'•• w""

maintained. ste.dy cri tical «>mmtnLary within lhe eMly LP, wheTe \hoy w'" joined by

, Jul;u. lI:will: Look;~g Jl.>~k 'It1>e UbeT.ls In The Slat 2$-4-\ 967.
• s... u.te. IIi. Rob<.-rlson: Liberalism op.c;~ chap''''' 1 .nd 1; Les••sick: ·UbeT. 1i",,·

op .eiL. pp.1-19 .
" See C""plft" 1 . nd be"'w.
" In"",,;ew with Viola; ... JuflOd 11 9l181. p.2. F<>r detail On the Labom r.ny. ooe

G,M,CarfeT: Thr Pglitig of InN""!'tv (London 19581 pp.3U·342.



Uo Marqu.rd a nd /uliu, Uwin." As black po01y """"~hip grt'W. so tM .ltitud.. o~

wllite poorly mcrntxn began to dlang~. and the """'I.&:rnocratlc Cl'ilic, found incre.l'ing

'''pporl 10. tho!;. c. Il, 101' do..". relation> wilh lhe Congrn.....nd ~n"" of univ...,.l

,,,lIrag~ u lhe \ll~ ""'t<: ;lim 01 u.. o'!:. ni..!ion. Their inO".....~ 0 " 1~... U' w••

con.u~bl~. ma;nl.l in~ thro ugh new.pap>!" .I"ticleo. lofl1<TS .nd pnvale di>C\l..ion.

The U' w"' Ih~ point al which variou, political traditio"" met ...d ,ubj<:octM the

political....,.,.,. 01 !he Rtprncnl.l rivn .nd !heir l uppon ... 10 • ...,.;", of chaliftl g.. whid'!

/onIlsed on tM fra nchl"" . nd \he ",,",'ion 01 ...t<a·poorliamonl.lry a<ri'i~.... , The U' wa,

not !he culmlnaticln of a ' ingle Slnnd of ' .......tielh century liberal thinking. but L'>e me<1ing

poii'll 0/ • nu""",," of politl""l t..dllion<. A• •uch. lhe U' w. " itself Ih~ velllcl~ which

chan""g~.nd . mended liberali,m in Soulh A/rica. The """.."lati"" ofleet 0/ lhe launching

0/ tht Liberal Party w"' 10 dra w togelh,.,. • wid~ 'pectrum 0/ whit~ politicol opi nion;

t,,",ugh inlE'faction with tho Congn:s...... participation in gn....mol. b....k Ofp.>sition

politi..... . nd bo:<:au"" 01 the growing black poony~ip. a" initially fti ~<t party wa,

demrxralised.

Soulh Alric-.n ljberallsm.

The pooIw", yaa", wilnO'Soed growing «KIpention b<'~ the "'''Ie . nd SAle and Ih~

CPSA in IUpport oI a li~l-<l""",,,",tic pl'Og.......... pu"'....:! by "'b'a·parliamml.lry ,,"",ans.

So>ulh A/ri;;3n libc'nll in COntra., d,""""JX"d an In~nl.llil t u"'lOg'J which aimed 10

inOu...... the impl.........." lion of 'Nab"" polq:M In theoe ci'cu.....l.Incn. It hal """" arp&ed,

\he _ 1Ibo1al', ·r.dical' .nd 'communil t' (MN: to be defi....<1 and und tood no! ,pmply

by nrlenm 10 on intomationally accep!<'d lexicon, but r. thor to~ nt1y do.....' ..

ciTnl...." Thil wa, compounded by u.. govrrnrt'C'fll" ~nition 0/ commurj"" .nd

it!. ri/octs." liber.l. claimed 1M' politic. l C'I'C'l'd to be cona:med .bo"" .11 wilh the

d~tmOl"tion in n ee ",la tions attend... t upon pootwa. gOV<ff!Uf'.... policy. /ulius lzwin

""",",0<1 in 1952 INt 1 lliber . 11 ha"" alw.Y' held Ihat ~ ",lations . '" the vital

"Their poli,;""t ....,.,.,. i. di'lC"lsoed below and in Chap....- 7.
.. See ct.lplE'f 1 .nd below.
d s... chaP'"" I and 2.



probl......" M Simil..!y. Alan Paton II,.". ".'od:

Ube",h, m in SoUlh I<fr>ca. lhough il ha.~ COmmon FOOl> wilh liber.lism in """'"
m un tries. .nd lh<>ugl> il. roots a... u.... '(lCm (If li!>cTali>m '"""Y"'''''''"'. hi..
,,"venhelr>, on. chatK1<'ri"ic w >Uch i ' n po.'<ially ilS own.•nd IN, is ilS p""';';"!ar
<OtIC..., .., lh r.>rial ju' bC•."

Soulh African liberalism. .. .." ,~.. II ...... wa~ .""""".,.;1 with a d n ' political age:-nd• •nd

Ai"" lho' 1948 el«tion. tho' UP be<.il,... u.... main locus of libomol activity .. lho' Nori""

R~l;>~vn . nd SA.IRIl soughl 10 r6W~ II.>' p""&,,,",,'iw .....\x"s. In Ih's. lit ..a1

lhinbng wos .trongly inllu""""", by v.. Fagon ""-po<'." n.. SA:RR and N. ti.....

kf>t-n,.rivn p"""'nted .'Vi<!.".,. 10 lho' Commi..ion• • nd . llhough di"'rF"'in l1!:od L.... ' tr",

li.... l ...pon did rIOt ~xphtitly ...pou"" a liber.l progr.m...... Iibomls highliV' od tho: PO"'~os

which spoke 01 tho' i""vil;>bility of ••:01>Ontic lnt<ogration and 1M pmr.<,..nce of blat.

urbanisarion.M n.. Fag... Rfopon ...hed on """nomic -...soty in pla<~ (If~..

J<ogi limabon in suppon of a p","",,,,,n l t:luk uTtan p""""""." Uberols in turn .n",",plO'd

to = ote • broad . .... of non-ideological concu~ OIl ·pr:o<:t>c.l· iss...... o f «llnornk

....,....;1)'. In n """"". libe' a\> argued , ha l UrbonisariOll and ' """nomic IntO&tati<;,;,' • vi black.>

;n,o tho' 'whito:' """nom)' . wcr~ unovoidab'" >id•...,ff oxt> 01 on ind' "tri.disinlt <'a>1>Omy.

From 1h<'Se pt'I"mi"". 1ibe:3ls argued 1i""ly tNt . Slab!. urban black labour fQ~ ......ull"><!

access to ~hh. ed uca lion ,nd Qlho'r f. ciliti.., S<<<ndly. hboorolls a'l"od ~ .., blad

urbanisal ion n«nsil..iOO >en"o<' fonn of polilical d isp"nsation, \I only ... wiry vol"".

Wilhout il. the ""gNlion (lr cli~Nplion o f lJwI, K(IfI(Imy ViQ<J1d follG w.n

In 19-48 both t~ UP • ...:I t.P _ ... flna/ioing tM ' poliOo!s in the light of tho: r agan IT":

Sauer toporU. the two major proposals of tho pootwar yt.a"-m The BoU~ orgued tN!

M Julius lAwinc~'m !<Ir Po liticol J'r:ogrt::» In Th. Fo:u ...No~ 1952. p.D.
" AL:.n Polon: HoP'> for Sgu,h Afric. {London 1958), p4
,. liG-48: Tho ~a tiw Laws Comrni~;on 1946-1948 Itho' ragon Commi.·..ionl .
,. H.l.,. SuDnan. A Dig"'l of th~ f . un I!mrt lSAIRJt 1~9), an<! )uli... Lowi." in !b:

foNT 2~·19-I9. pp.22.2).
_ cha pter I .

n ll>cse o~ o....lr>O<l in delail b<-Iow.
,. n.. Naliw Qu.,.~on Con"ni"ion 1l1w Sau... CommiosionJ was an int..-nal

Na1ioNlisl P.rty Com mi..ion which ;:>rovidod the fin!. programmatic . lab<>nlion of
' p"rlM d .



1'049 a ..,.;... of Pros"'.......... w... I'f<"o'ntod by kading lib.....I... ihe pm!",,,,,,,,,, sh.or«l

two in thrusts: tbe finl w.. to ""Uine an area of 'prOdical polihel'; the oecond was the

d lopm<-nt of an ;~""",lalist p.ogn"""" by wlUch liberaU could ... ist ~1~bc.na'Y

change ,

A!> w. have seen. libe.al! c.llod for incremen tal dw>~ uod d"l'tee:otod derr..nd. for

.ignificanl and suddon political m orm. parneula, ly uNv.....1 SIlffrag• . I.D,Rhftn,ollt joroO'O,

SAJRR I'rnid....l. argued in 19018 lhat bl. cks 'm~st be brought wi thin the in n~ of ou.

civilisation' 'oK...se

before. pooplr of . n<>lho>r and lower civiliw tion c.n claim citizeA righ t>. it is jIl.t
tha t they should pmve th;ot they have boom imbued with the prinepll'S of (>OJr
civil isation. II will be """"oary to demand proof of p..«:~tion Ut and . n
unden..ndiAg of OIl. cultu"'.-

ihe 194&-50 Ii_ a! progr.mmes ncitho>r """,plOd 110I" K knowledgod th< ANC d .....nd fur

..N .......l suffrage. ihe In,i .tone<> on bl.c~ ·.... "'nablme$$' ""ailed a Il'lIlm to ~1""3

demands and rnc1hod. of p.ot...t.

Marga n:! .nd William Bollinger based t~. Pnogr<lnl"'" "" PTor'" on the F.gan llq>ott,

.nd subrnit tod il 10 I..... ANC in Ii"'" for adoptiooA at ito 1948 Coni""""",. M'rg"""

Bollinger de5C1'ibod her INin rok follo,,; r.g the 1948 g.......ZoIoction .. ".,lpint AfTicans

10 build up thcir own policy." I'1iv.toly s"" Slated thaI Africans had 10 do °oornr &e<.\

Ihlnking _ instead of drifting on 1 ..,1 of o!c:f Ih<>ughts and emotions," ihe B.oI:i"ller

I'rorr."""• •voided politicol d""",nd• • nd "'''''''''tra tod on InflWl control . nd wboniwtiotl.

For tho Ilo1lingen. u- we•• 'pr octiCllr i........ on which p'enu... could SU<aOiS/ul:y be

exerted. ihe Bollinger f"r<1nI..... outl ined . pol'cy of "'l"r.ting 'civilised' /rom ' uncivilioed'

bUds, stotina;:

let uS ha ve locations for lhe new.nd untniroed pc!OplI! bul for III the OIhen ther.
should be freedom to lo"" as EUfOp...... <I" (. llhough we oNJl prcbobly t ..ve 10



Tho Pnw'''"mt, in a ...ful1y sed uel;"" IInglllgt.•tttmpttd to trln.I.b1: the I'Il't'd for •

f'O'"""......1 u",,"n bllCk Lobou . forct into \tit v;, ion of. fully in'~~ bllck rNddle cI....

to whkh influx control . r.<! ooc1Il (0/ FlO! "";d""ti.o ll ..-gregabon nO'!d FIOt ' f'l'11' In Janu..o'Y

1948, Donald Molteno P"""'nt~ • ~Iit PrOW......... at I public Itctu....• Moller>o',

Progra....t ""hoN the B.oUingen' in rtjo<1ing demlnd. /or \tit bL><k hind';..,. and

dtIi"".ting. ' practi<:l l' ""'" of politial activ;ty. Molteno .rgued thol

the .... in fNIu"" of I do>rno<r.n.: pFOgT' ........ .~ would be !he tWvati?n of pr..mal
Ich~emom" .oovt doctrinoifl! ccNid.."tion.o, tho: fo1lmng of inltf-<aci;>l l:oo,h.ill
and the . voidance of III rigi<liti", in lq;ill.~on . nd . dlJUni'lnlti."". th u. k.' vinj;
tht door open to adjust....... t in acmrd.nce with changing condibons.-

Black righ.. . in tlw . ... . of trade " nions, ",ban m-..ix>ld t...u.....,Id .bolition of t'>c:

~.. l.w• • we. e ......, 10 bt necn"'Y co""",. ;ons if fC O:>o>ni<' growth -..., to lot

....intain«l . Tho NRC adjournment ",,,,,altd \tie ~rsency of providing a<!tq".te ...... ns Cf

politial t"l"""ion /or 'civil ised' 0. middle d ... Afrieons. Libtr.l••110 011«:1 r",

imprn""....nl1 i" blad< ho" . ing., ..ni...1ion. medial facilitin, ~"allGn .."l<! Olher or.... of

sod.1 policy." Thi. "tmmt<I from bolh hu....nitarian ccncom,.nd tht pm:oplior, thaI !h'

CPS.... in mobili.ing Atrian. a..,und civic ;""... w......ling political capilli from 1",-",

soek>-«onomic pooilion. A. Edga. BltlOm put ll:

Tho only ......1 w.y to deal with Communi.m In tho: Union of s",,1h Alrig,
~rtieularly ''''''ng; .Iw d"P....1ed <11.... . i1 to .......,"" lhe ~1n(C< fr.;rrn wl1 i<h
lhey ."fft, ... 1hoy have .gn.v.1'C<'1 . nd Ill")' ha"" ••piralioono. You m,," f\!l1lOVe
lhoot gn.vlnctS ...d ..I"ry lhose ..piTanons. Comm"ni"n will"...,.,. ukt fOOl
among ...ti1fi~ ptoplt,"

eonrmnlOd willl idoalogkal d"".lopmmt. 1O 1h.Idt.nd right .. Ahian.nd Alnl<.ror.

FIO...idtologieal ..... of "''''''''." . politico. Tho;. politk.l ""It', .. outlinod in ...... va';"".

prog"""""', "''''''';sed ...O'er><:l\........ t in tIw opinion-formi"g .nd adm.ini1O'ali"" fl\IChir<.ry

" Tho B.o l1ingOl'$ Pmg,IIIUn' opnL.. p,( .
• Mollt'nO ~pen; BC519 01 .32: O.lI.Molter>o: Srgm:.lion .N!~ &-1 ·194&
·1.,1<1.. W·l)·I(.
• ibid.
" QuOled in S.B.D.Kovina : The .por ticol '!1>oyghl .nd c."ttf of Hl!n.Dr.£dr ..

HBroo"n of 50ulll Afric. (D.phi l. 'h....., Bombooy U"'....,!y, 197.!). p.l 57.



'"
w",,",. tlvoug" an obie<"i'" o<"'pt.~ " I «0""""" facts ",hid, w....u~.ble 10 whi ••

WI'...... they would ad vi.., on . ....... of ' . dj." Im<1'l"

Tl'>e Mbon of '.djusl:TC1".( wU ' key romponcn. of li"""'li,m in the Io~ 19o1Oo. Ut.-r.l>

initi.olly "I" them...lws •• IN:'dio'''.. bel", ..,.. L.... go~t arod lIS nmo-p.trliamon:a 'l'

oppooilion." By 19-18 thi, hAd given way 10 • more ;",,,,,,• .,101 fOSinon, with ' ib.:", I.

aT'ing that ,h<;r .~ of "P"'"alion !.oy bel",.... p>licico d;eto~ by 1d<!<J1orY bu.

rondilioN<l by «:onomic ....lily. Lib<.-rol. wou ld no, arbi h'lw""," two o;>po,ing

politicollotrfl; r.ther. whh. CT<'<"d b&>e<l on -....... belle'{ in nab!....,...... '''''r"'ould

"""'ill,. t>:lw~n ·"n...uon.bt. ' politi.,. afld their implomm Uolion. Sudl • role wn ....,..,

to be u'l:....~y n«.'CO",'}' following !he 19<18 . lecbon and the threat W I the <,<:w f\.1'

go~"""""t would log;>!a••••",rdi"8 to id«>!ogy .,the'< INn ectInomk .....,.....ty and roll

bad< U'ol' .,,:ha r><n 01 the W aT ~'rI. SAlllR 0."""'0' Quinryn Wh~ .rgu~ IN ' coNli.'

Ihfflo mu.' be rons l.lnt ~ju'lmcnt and ;. will f;ol l to tho' lot oI lhe li"""'l mi nd ' 0
try 10 """lire IN! tho.., ad justment> . .... mod. wilh the mi flimun. fti(l;"l~ 1;." w ill
nol be an ....vi.bl. I.i , k; it. w ill pl••", "";Ihor ~ radio.1 nor l!'c ...a<~or..'Y' but
It is an es....,,,al IunChon In ou' oociE'ly.-

lib....li.rn was p",rni..,.,j on ~lu ti'>NIry . nd porl""""'l.iry Craduolism, a dt.'Vdoping

0'll' nic poli ~c.l pon~cipo bon for lhe ' civilised' oi .!I1K1!'S. nw ....ain force suppor~"g .uc~

d"'''S'' w.s. for lib<-r.I" =nornic j"ltV.li.o:. This .nl.iiled lhe ..........hing of . 11 ,.c-,s In

lhe = nomic inl r. 'ln>Ctur; of I!'c CO\l"lJ'y, and tho>d~ of indu.m.1~u..'1l on

in pofl:icul., on .luned or >crni...1<il\cd urJ:>,on bl'ck bbou•. Econornic intoogratior. w.'
ocl<nowledged by inju. triali.t. .. an i ...vil.i!* by·product of economic: dnolof"~~

I.G ,FJ""";n" 1949 P""'id....1 of lhe f<'donl"" Chornbc1" of lndustri.., Sial"",

nw urban N.~~ II.. bc<'n intognt"" into 0'Wf)' 1ewIln Ih<' ecor..",.,;c ')'Sllfrn. nod
whether in the pnxluting , lag•• in the di'ln1»lting link. o. at lho> cons.. ,....,. end
hi' !Uncl ion i. unq....b"""bly p""""......t.·

.. Sft ct..optff I .

.. Quotod in SAIJl.R: A Surer 01 &tt ReI.bon. 19017·19018. 1'.23.
- Qu in ryn Whyll!". ANnl><Od .nd othor 001'('1" t<V!"'" "";tl> ! !u! mIN pn:;f.coi

"..,."..m"", (SAIRR 1948), 1'.11.
• Cited in Robet1:>on: Ubomoli .m op.cll. 1'.44.



For lhe N.liv~ Rc:p<eOe"'. li nd ,1'00 S.uRlt 11'00 ind u,;"n of bIodt> in ,he oconomy.

i""",..ingly ., so.ilIed 1f....,1 bo'h • cause 01 c....ng~ .nd • ~ful """ n> 01

ad\;e.nng .uch ckong~." l'ot Konomic in'.s nOOn to fulhl ils poli!K:.1 function, it "'lied on

IN. p....umod c<>lour·blind of in<l uSlliollabou......ui_ lS. lhr """" for >killed block

lobour• •nd its roncomi 1urbon reproduction. Ubonlo.rgued IN, oco""""" lnlOgrolion

.nd lhr ""lui"""""ts of ocononUc pn>gTeOO ...,uld dI.In",,~ job ' ..........lion " 1 ••

• troomli... lhr mipnl labou' 'Y'''''''" In orff«!. bbonl. sough' 10 'lIoo<h rticula,

political di•.,.....non 10 'N. lobo... ""lui_to 01 industry.'1'd lhereby to~. block

urkuon bou,gooi.i~ ..hich ..."",Id p"rtici".,~ in (" ndofir>odl political .tru<tu..... "in uniry bu '

not in "'l""lity.....

Economic Inl<'g1".li:)n d~ on IN. soa.l·..~!I.... commitments 01 IN. &ov.....men~

' .....lh ...l)' ocknowledged by Hotrneyr during IN. w.. y...... Tho SAIRR ailed lor the

rel.". bon of oconomially •....., .ining· ,!hrid meo.urn: "only by ~b<1".li~ IN pottnbal

.....,gi.. of both IN. Eu",pe. n . nd No Europeon peoples.- the SAIRR .rgued. would W

go~' be . blf to pay for -_ sodal well. ... """"'u"'" which '''' r«ogni :ood tod.y

" tht basic dury of IN. Stare to provide fo, . 11 i to people._'" Tho clefua' ot tht \11' in ,he

1!048 ol<ction "",.nl lko' ,he Fog.n RC'pOTt WI' nol implorr....' ed . nd tht..iOT>ed l<. fun m

otodo lhe soo:io-«-onomic ... IU. of blocu. Ju. • ....w~ l ibrt~1s ' lIo:mpted to iNlu""",,, th<>

implm>onlilioon 01 1110 Sou,", Rq>on. ,he l p"n llO'id plan 0/ Iho NI'.

Tho Sou,", Roopon. " Dtbo",h r osol ko. dcmonoll'lll.'d. WIS .n InlOfnllly rotI:<ldiclOry

doo:wron>l.. lIS ...... of COf\fu,;"n we..- .i mila. 10~ of thC' F'gon Rop>n; tho pred ...

irnpliclliono of~ln~bon. Ind ,he . tltus 01 ·urt>a~· bbdo. WhIt !'owl hi.

'enned IN. 'p"Clical' laction wi'kin 'N. NP .n..noe controlled the Nlbvo Aff.i rs

D!:po....-I in lhe ~. ,Iy 19500. 'Practical' N.tionoJi... IC'C'Opled economic lntegr. tiun .. In

.. s... Modo U p"",; Copit.o li,m . nd A2"rth¢d IAldenhol 19861. pp.10-H2.... 'on Hotrnoyr qUOk'd ,nTom MaocDonald; Holmeyr; H<"i. In Sinut' (Johonnnbu'iI
19481 p,?S.

.. Hofnoeyt' POP""'; AI/DC: SAln M~",o.." d..1I'I 10 tho Pr\mf MIn4Iu. HI..I948.
• Dtbor.h !'oWl; "The Construction 01 Aponhoid. 1~1%1 ': _ ...., po"",. Afric.n

Stud i.. In.titute. Uni"""";ry of IN Wi'...........and. 1988. Th~ '~I' laction ' """'plod
to control urt>a",..non ro,hor than ",odic. re it; 'N. ·pun st. · ..w oco"""". in",&r.olion "
,he do.,h knoll of wki,. ,ul"""""C)' Ind a iled fo< comp~ economk oog..-gllion.
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'"
develop.........' . '" such, liberal . ""lied 10< ,ho "",lion o f <O-(Ipliv~ s".,,<tu,.,. on tN I.h:>~T

front and in 'he poliholl .~n' to ..". 'e 'civili...-d' or 'urbonioed ' At,.;.,. ... and absorb

them in " .,e stru<tu'oo. ,.,. leo 1I.brq" d p"ll i,o ·1 1m not af,aid 01 boinl!: sw. mpod by

civili"oo r>o"· Eu rnp.>. .......

inh>gtltion .. . poi" ..... 10 the neod fDl' I fleW polilicll di'P""'-'t>on. For the "'''

g<JVfftIm<'f\ t. howo........ the l.bour <t>ntrol crisis 0/ ....., 19400 WI' evidmce of • 1010... " . ,. ,

which early .I"~hcid I<Shl.oh"n l imo<! 10 , ,,,,,,Iy. A> • , ... ull. liberals W<:'" rapidl y

a lienated by the Nr gO"""lmeol. Ru nning 1"'..11,,1 In the diminution o f lib.....)

pathament.ry ;nfl~n"" IU"" 1948 WI ' I VOwing 1",1. ,io n !Tom Ih<! CongtbS mow n>.''' ' ,

U~.l. W!'re 11'0""''''''' incr"" inglY. li.'n,n ed from tho In'""",lioN] community." u,>Jir,~

South Amcan l'bonl. co"'idort'<l lhe1nselv.. 1"'" 01 I n int<rn.oo""l wmmurlily 01

'enIig"'ened' " !,iNca. The SAIRR hod (\o<e Amomc.n lies. Ind • nU"'''''' of \(,.<\1,,&

hbM. I. , such I S H<><mle and Marg..'" ll.11linS.... Md Ittondod Brit/oll \Ini",,":~~ Lib.!nb

dai rnod a lcj; itimacy from th<i, link. with a body <>f ·di.in..,..."te<!· opini"" WNth o;aat<!d

abov~ ttw! id""logk. l boltlo-pound of while $Dutil African politics"

By tho ~te 19400. howe",,'. tII~ .ituanan had ,;gnifi<"an~y " \erocl . The fo"""tion of It..,

Unit«! N. tiollS .nd org.n:f,ltions suc h ., Iht World Council of Ourc!>n (in 1~~1

witn...."j the inlffl'lalional "",bili.. lion of • human " ght s consciousneu. Thi' coincid e<:

with the onset Of pootwar d"""loni.. lion . and tile growlh of tho I'CA4lign<'<l ""'........... t.

At tho UN. l~i. \I'd newly ind~p"ndent countries in • ..-riet 01 altaCu on South Afrka' ,

~ poIk i.... beginning in 1916. By lilt 1.It. 19t0s. Soul h African libo1'ali.... wat not •

righls-booN diSCQu~; it> proponent, mi micked the Fag.n Report in jude ing ""P'",;.tion

by 'landa"" of rfficirncy .nd ce""""......... ra u."., !han on TfoQr.ll IfOUnds. "'.oreDvo:r,

wlwtr hb<-ral, did eoU for blad rillhts it wu In a q....1i~ od manner, for 'ci<lhse<\' A.fIiuIlS.

'The Con&=, movement, in «>nUat\, w. s far hIOf1' , u<n'SSful in g.ining, inte""'bO""l

.. Muq",,11 ".pen: 8087 H2.2; leo M.rquard: $pef<:h, 1~-9·1 !iol8.

.. s.... Rich: WIIil!: P o,!,!!!: oP.dL.IP.12C).lll.

.. $eo: Hami.~ Dicki...aork in v, ,Berg!>r (ed ): Tht Liberal [);l"",ma In So,·th Ah';~

(London 1979).



suppan 10. its c~11 10. equ .1 rights lor . 11. Libe.. ls LKked ' 1' "'l.ni-..d ,upporl base.nd

Wen' ...tranged lrom tM A.";C. tM UP.nd tile :"<1', Edg.. Broo..... ""'ed:

uniortu""I~ly lor tb ' mod",", Soutt. Aflic'" '101....... n. South Atria don not l.i~
in . vocuum *. ,M c> l<hwords 01communism . nd ""1>''''''' ...lionobsm form. klnd
01 winr 01 freedom which M S gonr 10 Ih< hooch 01"""y •• • nd which lft'od<n tI>o
_ bondling 01 paclic. l issu,,", on pnrnc.l li.... wry di frlCUlt.~

Lib~nl$ md the Odimc~ Campaign.

Nino:t..... hfly-two w'"'. w.....hcd yeu in wl\il. opposi1ion poli';a. n.. duoI1tlObiJ;"''Ccn

01 .n';_N~h"""bst op..,.i';"" by ' M Ton;h C()mn\,i ndo .n<! tI>o Drii.or« c..r,p" i~n

Mighl<1>ed th~ polilial formenl creolCd by tt.. consli'ubONl <ri,i• • nd ~wing l>I.. d.

mi litorq. Th~ DO'!i• ..,., Campoign "",.ked • ~k in A....C . cti vity .TId rnrm~h;p.•nd

l<!d to • fluny of . <bvity .monV' libe•• 1 . nd ~ial whi"" in "'" 1952·1"SJ pmod. As

w. h.... ..,....~ tho' Campoign goncn'ed • rang. of w!till> _pon"", ind.,>d i1\8 ~....

di"Wtov.1 of 1M $AIRIt 'M c>11 for • ",tum to th< old Co pe d iss:en..f.cn.•n<! Ii-.~

lo"",, ~nn of 1M Congres' of DMnoo:r.ts.~

TM o..fi.ora Campoign put p"niculo. p~su... On lib~..1opinion lhrougllits ....".ben

01 m&>S possi... """, ..nee It'CllniG'''''' Dunng 1952 tho! o..fi. "", Compoign g.-.w in S<U'M

'igni/ic>""" while ,"" To.ch eommondo ""'linN's, po1l!llti.olly li""..1orpni..bo:> (tl-...t

is, .n o,!""i" lion whkh ~ld fight 10. no~.1 but "W1lifiod ponici... bOft mit.>..,

..",""'....1. eo"""",,bng on lho> COnunoMO, l<!o M.." uord nol<:d :

Lit>nals Il<",w tM""",I_ hun .nd ",ul into tI>o _ t but _ ltlcoughlll
w.. . libfflol mov...,...,1 •• n.. Torch COnunoMO could ....,..... be • liMol
mowm<'fll but il could ....... 'M !J,P. H «:TI.inly did ""'... w Notiolllli$", il pul
""'w hurt into Oppo'ibon; il gov ny "",,·whi:'" ' '''' f'!ding ' hoi oil "'hiln~
not illiberal; . nd il migh l just po bI)' ",cullom. I<"W "..,." p<'<lpl~ to libeTal
id •

M such 'hiI~ liberals I".bclpoled tu lly in th. Torch eo.........rdo, litx1'al &""'P" cmo1"god

in Cope T""",. Johon"",bu~ DuTbon, Pic",nnoriltbu.g. Pon EliubWl . n<!~t.....

during 1952. nw,.., gTOUp" Ialel" formed ~ bo'" 01 1M Libenll Pony.

• HOfmtyT P01"'" A1/ l.m6: E.H.Bruokeo: TIs Di1rmm.o of 1M South AIT,c.n tiber. 1
(.rti~ nd. I\Iolbl P ,

• See (!\apr.. 2_
• M. rqu• •d POpei': BCS81 E2.M, L MaT<l"" rd to P.8mwn, 21·12-1964.



''''
Libcnb ........Ied • wid<- ""I;<' of .esp'".... to ,~ e-plid' M>d implicit .~...IIer'8n of

It., Ol'fi.o"", Umpoign. Brfo.... the u mp.o;gn t>q;a... Ih< SAJRR, - Ih< only otgar'Uwd body

. """",.te i,,,,1f with ~ $w....ping and impractical dO'lNrd$ INd." . :>d d<;>lort<l ~...

-.., lfully proYO<.ti,~, choi= of tt-e ..." Ri~k ,'" ccnl<'Nty u ,"" ot.nlns: do.. I... W

Umpaign." II wo. ~ed by ... SAIRR """"1;,,,. who ob;ect:ed 10 an appeJJ (II" po;Itt

~"", int ,loOting: -nu. c;I'''' slur on t.... Police and """toins an impliod critid.m of lhri,

00Cti"",.- n.. SAIRR .l<hibitN ira .",;ng oppooition to the A..-.c. pmgn m,;u and

<ampoign. in !hi' ••rty 1950>. n-.e SAIRR reli<:od on ,he! pow.. nI "",nomic inle$"""" 10

rif<!'CI chong. within "'i.~ng """;et..1 ,1n>CtU""',
II!>. SAIRR] am'f't. tlwt !hi' Ii...,. 01 ~in d• ...,Io~nl. in South ~.Irir.. '""" SCI.
foT e. ample. <<<",omic ,n legra t>on and ....id.nb.1 an d g. ...... 1 : .....r.~... but
it d......nd. the 'n..,r.,.,. of the """.ri.tl and culw,1l ""lu.. :>/ ci li..t i(l... •

Tho SAlRR at&""" thol the D<man<e Camp.oign ......... lod tN! the politi(iy,tio<l of the.-

-""ocoted M>d o,hcrwi ""phishc.''''' Afr.co"" Nd bog>:n to · pmnl'. te" tNo~gho'.' ~k

soci"y. and "'1'''1<.:1 I on for I.... co-option of 'civilised' u<bon b~b.M The 5AlRR

o"ff..ed i...".eao..'<1 i:>remol preo'"f<' followin~ the 1948 ."«lion, 10 """"be.... cillO;< on ll>e

tr..tiNle to ploy . """" O'Ienly polai<.al ",10." Inl(Tr,&1 divi,i"", Vl'w during !he r.z!~:;c.

e.unpoil\n .. ""~ .........ben coli,'<I f", d i...:' nesO,,,,I;o,, with lho AJ.JC!'

As I"" Dc:fuol'<."l: Car.'lp;>ign l\"'W ;1' size on<! .igr,i rlCl~ dUring 1952, .... It«: SAa.'!

UI "". ol~r<'<I . In Augu.1 1952, wilh OWl" 3lXXI ..oluntwro lmpriso rood, ,'" SAJU <.I1l<:<l on

tho gO~1 10 neg<>lille with lho ANC, and oe«pto<I block po..l~ ~i~~ .,

"'gi limole "bc<:;Iu'" !here i. 1'00 rell ......... of .ppr<>ach Ind ~on.- By Clc'tobI!'r 19$2

fLtn hoT lhon I"" SAJRR in <.ailing for I"" "';nlrnd uchon ol t.... old Capo fn.""h;"' . nd it'



Unian·wid~ implemc:ontalian. I\olh §la,or,,,,,,ls sh"nt'd • <:<m' ral """...ge: na""",ly,, IN I · the

«Iuntry Ii. being! hurried IOw. r,h • po>ilian in ,,'hkh honour.ble romp<1>1ftise will no

lo ng<'" "" p"',ible,· · Ilc>th «nlre> of li""ral opinion - the SArRR ."d 'M N. li""

R"f"""'C1\,ali'<n . ( haracMi W><! lhe Doli.ot>:e Campoign a. mulling foo,:! tlw: dosurt 01

( ha"""l, of polilical . "I" ""ian lO "civiliW><!' black.. Ilc>lh called for ,hoi dotaehrnm, of

'civilit<!d· African from ,he """s of lhe mignnt and ruTaI black popula rio". Tho~

,ta t"""""l publi,hed in Tht foru '" "on tin...,(l:

We believ. that it i. imper. tiv. that South Africa , t>ould now adop, • p<'tky ~... :
will .".act lhe SUppoll of ed ucal<d, politically ronsciou . """·[ull'7-aN by orffTon"
them • ,..,,,,,,nable " '1"0 in our rou ntry. Tlti. can "" done by a ~val 0/ the
li""".1 ,••dition which prevailed lor", "",ny y.... with such .u"""",JuI ~ul.. in
,he C.pe Colony,"

Ubenl faith in the prog.....';ve nalure of ...".,nd.ry industry suffered di..~ In

,II<' .arly 19SoOs. In 1952, for • ••mpl~, M.rs . ret B.ollins... allempied 10 win !he SO??",,! of

ind" , trialis.. for the F,""", ".,,,,,,,,,,,1. The n:p1y Of lhe rlniden, of !he Federated 0wnb:T

Of lndutbio's, G.E.Wjlli~ n. ind icaled ,he g.p which l.1y bet.......... the labou. ~u; ten'C'r.t>

0"...".,ndary industry .nd the polilical ditpotlWlian self·procl.1imed I,benls . tlompie<l lo

allach l!Ien'Io. Writing a' the IIe1ghl of lbe Campaign, Willi.1N01I f"'Of~ }oc, Fodera';"l1

opposed to lhe aboli,i"" 01 tho> PO" law•• •nd unoppoted to Ihr C roup A""" Act.

"Speaking •. pli..... ril1 fo, tho Dpe·, WmialNOn tontinued., , do nol llUnk ,h: 1 "",...1

scgn:g.hon I~ 0 l'J""'C'd by .ny t«I:iOft of the rommunity· ... Tho I"""ing ~l

dista",-,\, between "''«N1dary industry.nd l'm al opinlon ,..ulloP<l III PO" from the ehonp'<l

political eli"", ,,, of the 19500 . which saw """.."....tI"" figu.... ouch as Il.cp...........b .....

Brook... and Mol",,,,, porr.. y«I as c.ll'mIiu,.~ As , ucll,.libcral Indu,triali'''' may -.11 han

found il • •pedien, to ditt.net them..l.... from lhe _viti... of libenl, In Ihr early 195Cs.

Williamson' s ~ply ,(> M. rg' ffl B.olling.. ",nclud~: "What reany worrift me is an l...boH~

to ... y who the ' ''·c· in t.... dml:~' may be!"'"

" no. fnrum, (ktob<-r 1952: Equal Rig~ !J; rc• •n Civil'xdrwo~lIt"""" .....~
drafted by Balling.... . nd Lewin; "-"po...... to. a draft $CI'l1 QU' in 1952 . re as
"",,,,,11ftS as tho.. to the SAlRR draft rncn'lOnc<l abo\<•. ~ ,0,410/ 82.14.18: draft ac.d
..ph~•.

.. Ib id •

.. B.ol1ing.. papers: ,0,410/ 82 .1 4.18: G,f..Wiliiamoon to M.B.ollinger. 21·9-1952.
~ ~ Nr MiN''''' Enk lou w in n. Guardian n..:l-I950. -p.1 .
" B.olli~ger POP"": ""10/ 82.14,18: G.E ,Willi.a"""" lO M,B.ollinger, 21-9-1952.



The Della"". Campo.ign wu a "",..·boa""" campo.i!" which dfew ill ""'in stn-ngth from

tM ",..1 . ...as 01 tM Ea.tern Copo. Wilh O..-,r IlO:XI ~otun ....... impnso....... and ...."C poi<!.

up rnembe" hip f~Khing """" 100 000, th<1 Compo.ign o.t<nded bl'yond liberal d ....criphono

of a clol"ic'. ,"1'011. Thi. " 'as =pha.iscl by ANC Youth Leagu. """"bot }oo Ma"hew•.

wri llng to hi. lalh<'r in Amenca. dl""".'; ng lhe F",u", slo' .....,.,1.

lho Whi... do nol ..ali.. INI lho odUCIIlt<l art' ;":st nol in lhis thing to tho ..,0<11
lhal one would oxp<"C!. I for one am not propal'<'d to toloral. any . uuoslion lha l
wi ll g ive tho~ts of the Defi.nce campo.ign to p:oplo who dId no t KN.lly
suffer. 0' wo.k 10. its .uc=.....

u.P.group i. <:<>mplotely mi.ed up, The liber. ls . f. Irying to Slago a comeback b~t l lhink

Ih<oir ampo ign died ''"'0 cLoys .ftc< they had issued thei r ' I3te"",nl." Of lhe q~a hfiod

""nchi... il",lI. Mallhew. noted .imply; "Can po.... thin!< of anything """'" unn.listicr"

The Delilonce Compo.ign hi ghlighled lhe g.p wllkh llty bel ........ libe'al and radi CIII whilts

in South Arnea; it similarly ma,ked lho icl""logical d i. lO nce bel"'.... Cong' ... opinion .ne!

whit. liberals. Th~ • •elu.ion of while liber.ls from inO""ncing Congr... was compoun&.od

lho'" who boli<-vt!d in m",IlM ional 1l'l('!l'Iods _ l""rollhem",l""" ground bctw"""
tho u~po-r . ne! I>Cther mill.tolWS ,c f co........ti.m 'nd WN I lhey f.1t 10 bo' tho
undesirable . i<.-mo:nts of direct aetl(>n ' nd boycott.·

AI lhe ..me ti..... how...... the Torch Comm.ando ind ica!t<l lhol. f'OIo-ntiiol oonSli,uon<)'

. ><i. led for whil~ anti·NatioNli.1 opposition. In th is u_in conte. , a Sl'ri... of liberal

groups w.... 10"""" in ... rious <o-nl.... in 1951·52. aimed al fonnul.oting a c1e•• libc-ral

p>licy . nd Launching . p>libc.l • •hid.. 01 ..,.... son as a means of ' ttracting , uPP>" lo r

libo-ral icle;ols.

• CA.'dP: R..-I 12A:2:XM(6)1719; J.M,M' llhew. 10 Z.K.M.~Ihews. 2-11).1952.
.. Ib id .
• E.H,B"",,,",, in 11._ Rel.bo", Jo.......1 '1:if 1948, p.l



'"
l ib rr;tl rescrgene...

Tho fonn...ion o f Iibonl groups in the 1951-1953 po>rioo w.. ;nIl~ by a numbo!' of

fael""'. Tho exclusion of liberal. from ;nnU<">«' ov"" • wide range oS . ..... wo, cl... r l~·

significant ..., the ......., Ii "", ,""'" exim d Ctlnsidtrable cplimi..... ""V"den>d by tho> ri..­

of the TOf<1i C"""""ndc. n-",n, . 1", e,,;,l<'d entllu,~,m at the p t'O.pocl of d.....eloping and

amcul.>ling • de..!y '!ib<-nl' poIi<)', ra lh<!f !hoin (in M0"luon!', word. ) h.iving "10 (I.""..,
the~ of two evil••• bet...,.... I.... two ..... jo. porti....- Tho fi ..., libo:.-aI S"""p ...os !he

Hotmeyr Society. formed in Aug" " 1950. Found ed by univen;ty Iectu..". Julius lzwin.

th<'~ worl<ed ' to .....inlain in II publi.e li~ 01 Solltl\ Afrk. \h<o ai .... ond id..,l. tho,

inspi~ the late Jon H. Hofmeyr It ....... _ Iricled to U1' rntmbEn and .i~ to

1ibcnli..,' the 1.JT' from within . 10.5 u,win ki"",,1f put it• •"'" sen " . nl anolher body of

lIb.nl. ! Widing party pohlia .- Iu .uch "'e Hotmoyr Socioty did not . ffi iio,. to IN.

SAL.... and oppooed tM Iauroching of the Libonl Pony.- Tho Hol'mty>' Society had • tir.)'

membenhip. and "'''yed 1"-' disapproval of UP I"ad ... Sit>.... who, ~win nolO<! . -..

unfrie ndly I" the ill....nd n"" to OUT ............~ o....takm by ,he Defi.oIlC': Compoign and

il< ..lIeelS on ...hite I""'lilics - in p"ni<ular ,he flurry 0/ M",ral·lefl aclivil)' . nd Sln u u ·•

..,.,.temml of Daditi"""l ..,;r<'l;. tionist b<-li..t. at till' 1952 UP U>nIO'nIa! • theH~T

Society fadod away by tile end 01 1952. Its impol'\lnce lay flt'!l lly in lIS jo~ .....l Agt>LU

... l\ich ..... di.tribu tod within lhe UP .rod .mong,t Sou th African liberals.. 5.(ondly, and

of g""'ter ,i~ni ficance. thc.- Hof.....}"" Soci"'Y ...as lhe la, t c,,"mpion of '«anoft\ic \ib:rali,m'

!:clore ,he <"ml'IS"""" d. lhe Prog....., i"" rarty in 1'159."

Early in 1951 the Soulh African Uberal C ro up [SALC I w.. formed in Cape To·...,. \..cd

by Osar Wollhcirn. • school teacheT and socia l workn-, the SAle ah a indudod a

Sprin;bok \..q;iOn " .." toer among ito ,i. founding ......mbcn." By mid-19Sl, .imiLar r-oups •

.. LP papers: A!1671-mJrn·Ree\ 1: "l iM ' ''': SAl.A eer..ral Meoting. 16! 17·1·1!'5] .
• Wo llheim papers: 1lC627 02.5: Hofmcyr Sociely lau nch Stavmmt: Soplrlr".ber 1950.

p.l .
.. Wollheim paP'"": BC627 02.(: J .~in to O.Woliheim, 210:1..1951 (empha ' is in

origi l'llll .
.. Agenda 15; liberal. and C"".."..,. ti-r, 3-6-1953.
~ Wollheim papers: BCW 02.4: j.l.bitn to O.Wul lhei.... 21·3-1951.
" See below.
" In_ V<ith o.a.r Wollhcim (1987), tr:anscripi p .5.



I'IOn~ with a membenlup 01 ""'''' th.on hO<1\ty " h.d been f""""",, j~ Durbon,

~ntzburg- Port Di%aboth, un london .nd )nh.lnne>l>urg.~ By o.:cm 1952,

)oh.on.....burg bo.o<ted th..... ""pafll~ liberal group< " tho: .........1' .. 01 tho: HofmryT Soci(,ty;

• ...",...j group led by )0<"1< r..cowilZ and .d"OGll~ l.ck lIn""h.o :....., which ""ught conloXt

with lhe SAIC .nd ANC; and fin.lIy a group of pro".;"""t ..,~ church peopl~,

SAlRR~ .nd others, k-d by M''P''''t Bolling...

'I'M O!1I'IO<gC'flt liberal mo_1 w.. soon dom;""tN by Ihf Bolling... grou p wlti<h w.o

a . tudy group Wi up "to clarify the 'p<:<:ifl( impliclhono of • libenl pn:>gr>.mrn<'''~ Th<

Bollin,..... gro"p w.. form<'<! in r..po..... to tile F"",,,, st.Il<1nOnl.M includN moot I<.od i~g

while lo h.onnesburg .n ti-Na tiON);'" tapa" from tl>ooe al ...ady in COOl; II sonn domi""'ed

the otMr li~1 grou p•." 'I'M B.ollinger group w•• hoW<"'Cr l101.ted in it>~ oppooiti<on

to moves to form a new po litial P""Y Of .uoaation. o...pit~ it> Ob;octicN, tho: So<: th

Atrial' Ubeul As>OCi.ltion w•• 1ot'TT>f'd in Capo Town In JanlUI)' 1953, wi l n o.c..
WoIlhcim .. the "",ving 10= , M.rgaffl B.oU ingor, •• the ""ding libonl figu'" In the

no. SAl.A. for Wol1hcim, w.. formed :t>c'<au.. "the ti _ had ro_ for a lead from the

inlel1igC'flt p""pl~ 01 the "",ntty.-w 1M liber. 1group< 01 the .... Iy 19500~In«l the fabi.n

lncliNtio,," 01 1M libe•• 1 prognmtl\CT1 of tho 19400, .nd www.r...lwsas.nc.plic;~y

<lililt grouping, The function 01 the gmups, and I.IM of llw- SAL\. w.. 1<1 a Nli.. lib',ral

opinion whi~ d.....loping and plpu latisU\g • liberal policy. OK.. Wollhe;m it'l$ish:d' "Any

I'Nlly U~I group mlUt Iulve tho I Uppon oIlho inlcll~d"all."~ Ho argued furthC!'t tNt

II wa.

" 1M !llollin~ group had 10""1 20 fnO"rIIl>:n. "' d id Durban and PIel.......ritzburg;
the SALG 1ul.d 126 momben by o..'C<'I\lbt'< 1952, IncludIng IJf' Mr. Col in E[lin and Bo:1Nrd
Ftif:d""'nn.

~ Ballin ger P'p""': A41ll/ F32 : MInutf'1: }oh.onnc;burg LC. 26-11-1952.
,. 1M Balling.. group included Winif"'" Hocmlc . nd Ell.... 1it:11"",nn of the SAilUl.

!.nui. Kan.-&nnan 01 tho: Tot<h Co........ndo. lad< 'nd I'l>yllis~ n...I.... Phi lip,
AJnbro>c~ T........... Huddlnlon, ,,"hu< Bta..ll. Juliu. lIwin, Arth ur Krppt'I-)o lWt,
)..,k UnlotN/t"" . nd OIMn.

.. COn....... tion with Ptok-olO' J'l,ylll.~......

.. Ll' pa p""': AIl671-mim-RceI t: M,n,,' ..: SALA Como••1 Mco:ting: 16/17-1-1953.
'" WollMim paP'"' BC627 02.11: O.Wollh..m to )-Suthotl.nd, 9-0-1952.
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ti...., W bring .in to 1,,", polilic~l fio' id tN' la'l:" body of . -dy,alt'd. C\l1,yr«l ~nd
a rtiC\llalt opoNOn "'P........,t<·d by lho prof<~..o..... uni~....i""". t.., h,,,, . ' c. ....... ,"'-,
INt a lor;<' proportion of ,ho mil.. ,._ Id \)., P"'P"~ '" 10110 lh. l<a ~ of ,yeh
a greyp of ponon' who ""~_. ;C;....'" a potty b«. ~ nng pon"" .o<~''''
tt>mI.nd who .... kn<>wn lor !hei. '"'"'VIty. t;Qmmon ~nd good i'JCS"""" '~

All !he Iib.....l g""'p' I1\&intioined a degroe of loe<">'ecr u to 1h<ir c';.lCtICO 10 •• nol 10

eml>orrus tho 1..1', 01 whi.eh """" ,....."~ A> , .....11 educoti"" uni!> """,king ,.'ilh

an eye on lh. t.'P, 1M lib<.,.al groups re,tti<ted Ilwi• •u". ...lUte !he \l.I11ir.g<'f &"0"1'

""";nwned • whiu-only ....,mb. n/"p.·

A SAle N...",,1rift'f publi .hed at the heigbo of the O<fial'k."e C>mpo.ign oythned lilx..al

thinking at lh. cme. Black oodely. the ~....r.~It1tt'f . 'tued, w.. . tratified . Iong . imi:"r lines

to whit. society. nu. ind uded a . rn.all ·""hwed M>d k'ghly de""lopc'Cl- II I'r"" . :..••. •

trading middle do.. •...ho N"~ "",ehed • Olage of d.,""pmenl com......ble wiih ' Lmilar

groups of ""kires·; and !he bh d ""orking cl.a>s ·which .trel<1>es f,om .irnil.or t;foups ef

whi..... down IC the most pnmili•• f ::mns of 1n...1 C1Jlture," n,., d.ng... of aportllo>i'l. ,~

N=ktl<r ,,'am<'d, Loy in ignoring . uch .rntioo.n"" ~nd " eatng all bLoc\;> ir. the ..."'"

rNMOt. The blad< 'upper d . ..· indi\'id ...I, ;t wam<'d. · cannel bo nport..:l <I.......I;y ltJ ga..,

wilh phi",""pbial calm at 'Ell",!"""" ONy nolkO'> when: he s ccs· or disregard

....I...,.-.t byt~ · m",k bolew hi. Own "':fU",1 ..."""',-,1 ...

In ~ . im,l.. ~n MMlI. rtt Balling... ~."-"d of .puthrid, "Will it net lead. m" .t it "'"

lead to tIw .n.. rg<n« of a llni'N anb. Eu"'P"an blccr- n... l,ben1 groyl" of 1'051·53

repealed Mu garei Balling<"" . w. mingo and began to d~lop commen ""!Il'$iH '" ~~T1S

of dealinG wilh black .adioc.>li..f.on. Oscit Wom.eim d~im.,d INt politic::ioecl Ahica~ ~e

· intnnsig..->t and radical." and would only opeak with while radials." Aponheid "".,

Tapidly "",_din, thi. to <0.... Indians and Coloured> as " . Il. Wollheim ''b''O'd Ih.o ,

l,l>c'<al' had to a<I lOOn in on:le-r to "hold I,,"",,· to ,lOp the wholcsale bla:k polilieal

.. W;:>lIheim papen: BC6.."'1 D21Io O.Wclllw:im to J.~ 8--4-1951.
.. Ballinger pope'" A~lO/F'J.2: M,nute'S: """'nn~r; Le, 28-+195J.
.. LP pop..->: A/1671·mI....ReelI : SALG: S_.~ItU. No......-toer 195;:' p, l •
• Ib id.
"Quat«! in Afoic;... Wctld. ~arch 1949.
.. U' POI""': .o./ 1671_mlm·R",,1 3e O .Wo11l>olm to R.Str.,ford. 18-7·1953.



n tr;U>g<'m<'f\t aport/w:id w.. producing.- The ell.3i,!""",," of the P,"'""",,ritzbu rg lib.,ral

group repe."'" ,hi. "",ti"",nt mort' fr. nkly in • op<'('Ch in June 1952. tt.ohng tho, libe.. lt

kad to -, pht llhcl :-l"". Eum p"'.n, _. llhey .......1 ..,Iid b1<xk arid n-gon:l u' . , lthel

oome...-

In ""'1<'1\0O. l ib<'...1 olr'lq;y CQn1pti<ed the eulbvation of a bl.ck oupport b.I!e from

amongol 'civihSO<!' bloc\.>. who would bo: ",,"•..,hioe<! urid.... tho qu.lihed 'ulf..,e

end orsed by !he SALA . rid LP. Thit ""uld OlOp who\cl.lle black political ....rang""""" •

• rid would al50 .llow libet.lt -to win au' ag.inst eom:nuniom.- The main loeu. 0< t~

early LP. ho'...."v",.. w" on porli.o",.,..t.ory pohtia. A' ouch. the quahfied fT. nchi", w...1..,

intended 10 'PF'<"" '" whi'e fe." of t w.tI1f'ing . 1 the pol:o,

Th~ fonn.llion of th e Ub~r.l PU1y.

Centr.l to the vari OUt li;,.,...1 olrat~ dco""loped in the n rly 19500 was tho: 11ft<! ler I n

active politicol org. nit.rion 01 50me >Ott to popular.... libet.1 v.lu..... . nd to r-..:Jly clec1wJI

or othel ourpon IO!" them. liberal. in v. rlo" t .....h'" hod mad" col:, for a 1i""'". 1 port"!

at reguLar Intervalt oIlC1" 1936. mainly direcll'd.t l.n Hofmeyr. ""1 nothing had hoppon<d ,·

Fc.lIowi"ll H.,fmeyr'o doath. M.rg.ret & l1ing",. wa, f""",C1l~y IF'Pf'C'O'Cl\ed wilh tr.. ""'.e
req 'J"'~ . rid Illhough , he ,hoW«! rna", in llm...l. """ too rcluS<'d to Launch or lead • u w

porty."

The Balling... lit.:nlgTOup . imill rly ..j«:W<I collo for the tn...fonnotion of the SALA

Inlo I polihCOI party; 01 the ""ntr e of their objoaion. IIy what M.rgaret Balling... argo.ed

w..

• lunda....nt.ol d,n.....,,,,,,, betw<'efI l ib<'nt principl", and .....,l<ing mitt JUpp<on. In
' tkl<ing to the 10"",,' we would Ill"JI"ly (orego the LlII......

.. ibid ,
.. LP PO p""': Al1671·rnfm-Recl ] : P.llrown: Nolet for spo-«h, 21~19$2 .
., Ibid.• 1_'·1952.
.. £ft Al, n r. ",n; Hoff!)£:(!" (Capo Town 1%-1) p.21• • pp.230-2J2. See .1"" "'...rqu.or~

papcn; BCS87 C1l2: L M.rquard to ,.H,HofmeyT. 2$.9-1~; 8--6-10U8; 21~194.8.

• S<'<' for .....mpleo Balling... papers: BQ.l5 0 2.1.: K.Kirkwood 10 ~rcing.... 2\.a.
19oIIl; AU0/1l2-l0.l, CRL to Ilalling..... 11 ·501950; The C~anliln ~1~9; The f o" " n 3().
~·1949. 7·5-'i9ol9. 1.·501949.

• !lolling",. pap"": M 10/ F32 : Minu'os: joho1'\ll<!'Sburg Le. 211-+1953.
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NOf'OCIhelns. \h~ v.riou. libe•• 1gt'O~P' (.~t from II>e Bolling.. group l """..g«l t/'l~

lonna~on of a I>CW party at ""..... fun>", d.'~·· Tho f.il~", of IN UP to ·liber.li....· it.

poliOn WOS compo~nd«l by it. lail~", to dof"l tho:-''I' ill Aptil1'1!i3. 't'ho- SALA F«lcnl

Council rorocl~d«l 1....1 Iibo•• i. w..... ·lhinking !hal tbey might jlI.t a. ",,--11 ha~ 't>ooon

df,1~.k!<I on .n ~OI'l..t hl;>o:.a1 programme a. on th~ mrnpromi.. wNeh tho:y had adopt«l.­

SALA'. Tran.vul RogiOl'l, follo>ving W 1953 election, _ nopon«l to be ·.1"""'1

~""rlilTOU.ly· in fnour of laouI>Ching • '1i~al party." In M.y 1953, W T.....v..l c.a)10<I

'The mann~. in w~ic~ tho: Whe•• 1P. Tty of $<KIth Alnc.a w• • laouI>Chod, on 9 M.y 1953.

"",~.I. the: COftfu.io... ...d ro nlr.di<1ion. which bo:ocl po>Iwa. $<KIth Afric.n lil;.,..b. At

tM SALA ......-ting c.alled by the: Tr..,. vaal Region, tho.. in f.vou. of a Mw party pointed

to tho Immi l><'f\l f""""bon 04 th~ lJnion·FecI...IP.rty in Nalal , .nd 10 poosiblo urlil.l....l

a<lion b)- the T•• n.v..1 SALA, a ..,... for la~n<hing • party. H w.. al"" .rguecI!hat.

following the 1.auroch of th~ Cong 01 Po:mocr..., t"",", ~.i"ecI • · need 10 prov~ 'n

. 1t......tiv~ 10 Communi.t inn~~ On Afric.n orgarli...tio..., ",pod.Uy on Ih~ Rand.-

M••gan:! B.>lling.. bo_v.. ~rgecl Iiber.l. lo rclnoln from P'ecip;ta~ poillial ..."'lion.

",puting "'" . rgu......nl I t ·a 101 mCI'" P"'d'" thinking lel N!'>ded on hbora)i,,,,.. '"

M.rqu.rd .d"""" that ro ult.~on with black Ic.d<on would ....'01' 10 W<~ ~ beforo

.uch a 'I<'p w= t.k(on, which DoNId Moh~.., plvOSN ~ bl~ntly. tl.ting: "'The

Indc""'ip of lh~ Non·Europo.n. would not hav<' .nything to do with Liho:nli.", al prt'SC1"t

.nyw.y.. '"

lhe oppooition 01 1M Ih_ most promiN'1lt libe..1 figu re> • \l.Illingn, Mol~ and

M. rqu. rd - lO lhe fonn.otiOl'l of . ...... p.>"Y had clta . ly to be 0Vft<0mo: if .uch • party

w..... to ....y••ny chantt 01 .~. Oo<:ar WoUhe;rn . nd Leslie R~bi... a Capo 1.Iwy«

.. LP pap""': A/1671 ·m1rn·Recll, SALe Co",ti Ntion, · 1t i. I"" object of IN Cro~p

to healMl' a pohticll party WMn "" d«idecI al a gonoral ......ring..
.. Ballinge. pap""': A410f F3.6: Minutes: SALA Fed..al Courx:il. 1S+1953.
• Balling.. pape" : A410/ F3.6: Min~1eJ: SALA FecI..al CouI'lCiI: 29-~I95J.
.. Bolling... POi ' ''' A'I O/ FJ.6: ~inuleO : SALA Cencr;al M""';ng. 8 /9-~1953.
... lbld; see )ol'oOnneosbu'g LC,26-11 ·1952.
... Balling.. Pope'" A. IO/ FJ.&: ),l ;n~leO : SALA FecI... 1Council: 18+1953.



prt>mi"""t in Torch Co","",ndo ~nd tho SAL.... th.mo.... bPJ>"d off tho: p"",. bolo.... ~~.

SALA mm:i ng. n.e C. Ti.... on 6 M. y t~niM • •~ n'J'Ortin, tM hi. tory of tho> SAU.

(which Nd previou.ly .~unn<"d publi<ityl, . nd 01"""..01:1 !he no""," of Moll""". MiIf'lu.>rd.

BolliT,&<",.nd ~"tho. AIlon raton wi th mo..... 10 10"" a _ pony.''' Mor~a~ Bollin!"" .

"",nd.ted by ho:r libenl group "" c ppos< tho 10"""tion of a ""'" po'ly,'" Natal del"S',...

of a party, not tho roquim:f rnajonly. On 9 M.y. 1M S.lal delog. ttos .witthOl:l Ih<i, vot~,

.nd only Two YolO'S oppoS«! fo"""ti(: n · lhoot of fir;t Uborol r ilf 'Y chairpont'o 1.1' '6' « 1

B.ollinger• • ..:1 Vit<-OWrpe7",n Donold Molt......'" l«> Morqu.rcl l. t... npl. inod th.ot Rub'n

.nd Wo l1ho;m

to ten t jumped 1M sun by publi,bn, ou, ""me" (Molt......, . M'<I" "
Ball"" and ~) and fadoS u. with • l!!.l.=rnpli. CInte INt .... d",~ ... ~.>d

oilhrr lO di •...a.t. "",r;d~ !rom 1M mov. ... heip to lound • l ibel'&! r.ry."

of mr:mb0:7s t:dievO'd tNt tJwn- exiSied • largo OOl\lbluenty th.ot would w i. "'" t:-..i,

progrt'S. i•• Dciol .......""~• .'.. An appn>Kh /re m lho: \..1.1:<>u, r~rty (\oIliinS On lib<... lo I.> jnin

il n lho:r than conenu. " ith . "'-'pan t. 0<l0ni..bon wul'O'jKt<.'d. lib....lo .rguing t~..~~"""

would soon b< lho: lorvr orgao.i-..ti"".'" "'!.on roton 'p>k. of th~ Ub<nl r . ny .,.jr,yin;,

up to 4~ of the' popul.'ot VOle, . nd cI.oill'led th.ot .!h<' r .rty t ould boo lauoched i.. overy

IOwn . nd city.. ... Other party momb<... ;>mic~ • or Iplit and I"" KCnS;"n by "., l r

of pollia.........lary rcr~\.Ition.' il woo, 1M Um.l r.rty was :'unchod with..,.,.., sco

1I\<1'I'lb0:7s; 0 Y"'~r 1o\t1' this had ri 10 971 .''' n.. O1IIy ..p........t.lion tho> party mPred
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"Th<' SALA C01UtilUbOn w~. adoplod by tho lI'. A• • m ull. tho 1I' in 19S1 c.......god

as ~ nonraci.>1party with co"'hlU tio....lly ""'hnnN . nh~N.' ....Ii~... ond which

. uppon od ~ " ....1ifi<>d tnnclti"". Morco_, bo.h U~ SALA ~nd lI' ,"'«1 ,t.,;r oppooition

'0 ntr~·porl i.IITcntory _ vity. Thi. bo", tho <...... imprin, of thI: B.oUing".. gro up which in

i.. . to,........., of Fnnciples used • ph..... adoptood by tho libe<aJ g:'OIIp<. tho SALA . r>:! tho

lI', tho, '''''Y would u"" 'only d""""","lic ond co...olUlio....l ......."'. 0( oPf'O'ition; the

B.ollingrr group " " """,n' hod .,,-dod by ..".,.ling' ' the L beral g10Up affirms i", f. ,th in

,he P..li.""",t.o'Y 'yoltm." "

By """<»sing only pul",,,,,,,,II'Y activity, ;on impoltlnl ..rnnn 0( liberal op<nicn II""

by M. tion! B.ollingcrl was co~ 10 di,,"~ ilodf fn>m W n tr:l·porliomo"nll'Y

activi_ of 1M Congl'CS> ""''''''''''",. ancl ~ porticuloorly from 1M ....wly.l.un<hod

Congrn. of 0 .......« ..1•. In .., d o in g.. t,o......., tk ludomhip of Uw 1I' was . 100 •• odd.

with much of tk party mombmhip. Thl' I<'n>ions wi.hin both ..... S,l,U and "..., 1I' S<1

up '" ...n... 01 con_ dictio", which ......e Fl.oyod oul within ,he lI' throug!>oul the l~so..

On w i< i..u... of '''' '<'gY.1Id party p<'li(;''''''' lI' .uffm><! In,,"",,,,- nxtion... . . <'Omp:t;ng

f~<1k>n$ sough••0 ......inl.olin .he party focu. on wtu!\' porli~t.o'Y polino . or to w I: It

10 the black n tril'pa ,li"""",II'Y . nmo. Thi. basic divi.ion wa. comp""ndood by tho wide

range 0/ p>lilic~1 penp«ti'... included wilhin "..., SAlA ~1Id LP. "'. mult, a nu..........

of irnp>rtan, i...,... were . uboumed within . rna", w;rl...ranginc InlmW ditpu.e.... TN.

will "" illu. ... l<'d by an . n.oly.i. of «'ON>mic it ...... wi.llin 1M .........gonllibcral ....,.," "".'"

~nd in ,he lI'.

Economic libu al ism?

Bolh IIw SALA and U' .....", .....,ked by tho . 1"""" complet• •bsEft<e of.n economic: polity

0 . .... of «onontic p""p""'1•. Thl' ad mini''''h"" U....u•• oI libo'nlism as i. n..d d~



in ''''' Lo•• 19010.~iIll .0 gi"" ...ay. in lh> 1951·53 period. bcf"", a gn>...in!> ........ on civil

Iigh...nd .he .ffirn.abon of "",..I v.lu".~ Unnw Pony MP iIlld SAl.' member Rio!>;n

S".lIord w.rned "orly in 1951 .t.>l

il i. toe ..,adil)' ."umed _. 'N' pclicin dictated by g~win . nd reaoon ".,~ only
l<> b e. "';d. ly pn>doirned 10 be .. widely ""'''f'od ~. l1it:e. I.] a", conionl wiL'>
pnnapln. and .ond to . hy . w.y from p.a<b<.1 I"'lill<>o...'M

The liberal ""'v."""'. w" held tog........ by orrcsiti"" l<> . ><i-,m. I<> "'" NP govemmenl,

and 10 "'" s-ba>ed .." •.porli.o ....... tory compoign. of I.... Congt'eS. "",....,..,....,,1. Urufi<d

in~ I"",," a.. "'" U' w• • formed deopi'" I....~ diff~ botW<'<'R bb<-r;t:' on

As • "",,ull, common "Pl""i.icrI '0 ..ci.l diO<Timin,ujon ..... tol."n to be 01 " ..tor

impc.-u..... thon d.v. loping. ht:.r.l <!'COI'OOInk policy. ChtiSl<>phe1" Cell. f"""",,ly wiL'> !h~

Ind ion civil ,."....;~ and confined 10 . n i.on lun&for . ll bu• • r."... I--<lU'" ~.cll d.y, .... on

influftl tiol hbo....al C'ilic wi.t.~ me iIlld SAIC hill<.<. Cell uUe<! on u.. U' 10 n oil:

committing n..lf ~ 0;11-... . so<;i.oli.. Of Loi."".·f. i... p~.m:r.. ·in o,dc. 10 fighl ",~ .....in

issue of (Olou, domin' bOn." ~ In lhe •.,Iy 19500, tt\e . ffi "", lion of princlplf. took .l"""t

' [«>nomic liber. li. ",· W •• • ""ro<t'P' widcly debolt<! in lhe liber. l pumol 1M r"""..
and .1......1Icre in Ihe \.ile 19<10>. In • 5C";'" of ."Id .." .nd editorial•• 11re F",,,,,, called

for the cn:.lion of a 'bl..,k middle (1,.,,' wlUch, wi.h a .tole in 5O<ioty. would "'" be

amenable I\) '(O"""uni••ic' influence>. AltideJ m 11re For"", c"i!N'd thol Soulll Afri<:;,n

"",lv. non" Loy in ec<lntlnU<p~ and a $leadily ri.ing black . tondard of l i ving.'~ The

F.."", accepted thot polibcol ""'PU.tion w•• incompotible with 'economic inl egr. r.on'; ;1

prop;>'ed ",Ivin& 1!'Ii. by a retu rn l<> lhe old Cop:- franc!'li... FK\'d wilh lhe in.ractable

pn>blem or white fe... or being ' . w. mped· by black vcten. 11re r """" in !Urn ..pLoil'lt'd

tho. !hi> m uld be l>V<"C<>me "by ..... vily looding the fr.nc""" of the ""n-E" , op:-.n in

compa,;..,n "";!h INI of \he Eu",poon.~"

'KWollheim pope.., BC627 D2.I: RS!r . lfcnl lC OWoI1Mim. 1:1--:1--1951.
'~ LP pap:-B' A/1671·mlm-ReeI 3: C.c..11 lO RFSpence. 1-3-1954.
'~ no fozwn 16--7·1949; 11'£ lib...,..I, ' PoliO' for N. b..." p.3.
'" ibid.



in li.... ..i lh commerri>l .rd ind u. 1lU1 cap;tal. ...hich il d<:-><:ribod .. · t.... foren of

pro~:'W Ek.nor H..... rd...... . Mtod Nuutionoli'l .nd Ho~ So<itty found".,.••t.l<d.

"We ol>ou ld .und for. liberol capi1.iOli.....·'~ The~ty arguod tho,thi. """nt lhot. wit~in

.n e~por>ding <'COnomy, l>lo<k inrn"", .I>d opponuniti... oould be incr.....<:1 ...itho" l

threa'ening II>< pro'ec'cd whi'" . tand.rd of hvi ng. The Society called on liber. l. 10

concentn t. on <:IC"V<>loping • ""'00 """""mic poHcy bo\c.u~ L.... NP w"" · Wftk on . uch

. ubj<'ct••nd OOC.u~ ...., c.n't oomp" '" with them On raciali,m:'· The Hofmeyr Soci"'Y,

""_ ".", w•• unabk lo con";""" libe<.1groupo formed of' .. it to co""""t..,. on e«>nomk

issu..... The SALG w • • the only libcrol gr""p 01!>H thon the Hoftneyt Society 10 r. .... tho

qu",tion of =nomic libe..li.m. includi ".; """nomic propoool, in Ito. 'T"" Poinll"n>gro>r.r:>e'

circulll IN . meng.. ll>e ".riou. libe..1 gmupo for d_t•. The dron economic do.,,",, ",ned

for the deYeIop!nc'nl of h.."",n .nd "",,,,",,I "",,,umoo"for tl>e benefi, of on; ond for "the

..,;ulo!ion of ""r economic ""'du.... to t1imi ..... the unhe.lthy r<pIoitari<>n of &he ny

for the few.· '" Thi. ...... Iol.r • ...., ndcd thi. to can /or ·tl\e need to control 'lOll' or ot ,

.nd as .......,It la<gely ignored t.......onomic ."""'_The SAte in Cope Town c<>r",cl...:od:

·il ..... /dl 'hot .... ......",. iti e>:i.tc<:I for..,.....m~ _ 10 0" ec<>ncrI'Iic polq" bul thot

it · . hould not be' wDl'dod '" thot it could boo inteTprel<d •• f. .......ring eil!>H S<rioli. m or

prcdw:ed by'''>' of tt... ....ri"". pups. A•• "",ult. the SALA J>rindpl... .....",.e ur"roofie

in dco ling with ....,nomic i"u",; the A$>cci.>tion endoncd ea:mcmic intqr.tion . nd rolled

,.. Wollheim POI"""': £lC627 02.2: E.How.rd..,: Ho... 19 Sm cV'm !I>f Ur-i IN P'z
(Hofrneyr~ ' P""'C") 1·11_1~.

,,, ibid.
.. ibid .
". LP pop'''>: A!1671·m!m-R<.-t1 1, SAle (draft) To.. Point P'fosra-o. nd.W51.
,. LP popcn' A/1671·m!m -ke! I:. SA LG Ton Poinll'Jopamm<, Ju.... 1952.
' D /l.olli"sor POP"'" AUOiF3.2: ~llnu....: jollor.nnburs LG, UoIH952. p.2.
' . LP POI"""" AIl671 · mfm_R...1 I: Mi~utel;: SALe. 24-6-1952.



for lhe ' Sl. biliulion of labour and ""unci r.mily hf,,: '·

po.....". struggle. ....hich .mlcl<d the U' . 11... ilS ,,>shed '"",,,no n in May l ID_ In "..,., or

the inl<'mal U' d i' putn t en' t....o clear "Fpooing ' i&>: ....h.t ...... aIled the 'radical'

wi"g 01 the porty.....hich pportod u"i,-ersal . uffnlge. the enclo~t of ",tra·

porti ............ry action . nd close link> will> the Congmosn; and the mo.. <01'lseTV. bvo win&­

....hich reg.Tded the qua lified fr. nchi... . .. principle, and ...... t....e U' . s . paTban>mlary

politi<.al pa rty_ '" Q.riStelphel' Cell pointed ""t. "the 'left aM 'Right wing di""ion in tho>

potty ... coirocid<!,l "" rly with provincial bound.Ii...·'· '!lie T..",n . 1 ...... most

In:<juently . ,sociated ith the mo", 'radial" pos ibon. in . ppo<lbon tel lho> mo..

con.....".tive Cape_

'!lie U' eronomic policy t>e<ame embtoi1<d in the T..ns,..allCape po....... . trug;;l" ....hich

... g<"d Ihroughoul the N 5J.I951 pfflod. By the end 0/ 19S), . lthough Libe..1 r.tty

candid. "", I...dy cont<."Sbng provinci.>1 electio..., the U' had . bD 1'101 . gTftd ~n .n

eronomie policy The Ca pe Divi.io.. had the majonty of lJ' member> and could lhnoby

......u.. its infiueno:e ...... translalc'<l i""" policy_ N suc h. I,,", Cape elect<"d «OnOnUsts Sh<-ila

y,,, dM HOBt .nd R.:.Iph Hotwilz to the 19S3/So1 Labour and Econornie Cc>rnrN..ion.

''''''''by e,e1 uding ."y T........wI ..p....".I.Ii.....'· I.. 19S4 Horwitz ad vi>fd the tJ> N.'ional

Commil_ thai 10 .ttr.ct financi.l ,upport from indu.trial concerns !he pony would at

Ieul ha~ 10 dl!arly state it> , uppofl 'or frcoe enl.-.prioe.'· the r ......y..1<loleg."", rejecIrd

Horwitz's . rg"",",I. .....mi••, IN t if forced 10 they ..... uld all lot • fuUy SO<;ialisl policy

Impa..... IeI1 Ihe i.,.... . 10....; ll>e pan y's «onomic pre~, the Commilft argued.

ohould be u n<\elStoOd 'by implication."" Tho ""ultanl policy docu",",', Ii"" it> SALA

~e<:t"'''''' ..... .....p«ifk.nd ob>cu.... 11'1 1954, Uo M........'d~ il .s ' vague



.nd full of piou' ..,nh""nts:'"

w~ ha~ """" the fall~re 01 libenl "tl"mpt, to rally ind~.lIi.ol .~ppon d~ring the

Oofia..... Campo'gn.•nd tho gap whlcll ~y b>tweon the labour ~ui~... of I«ond..y

ind~.try and "'..... the rn......-v.~~ pro,,",,",l. of Ih~ tibenl progn"""'" In the Llte 1940>,

'The "rly 1950> wil""''''''' the impl"""",..tion 01 aponbeid ......." .... along,ide a

.tn:ngtht1\ing «OI'>Omy. and warlimo libonl f.i,h in ,he In<ompa~biliry Of ,,",onomic

'""P'nsion and "'1;T<'Sarion came to~ ~'l'rns<'d in Il!fTN of the in('S(.llpabiliry of .....,nomi<:

InlCgl'atWn. 'The SALA and the Lf' took """nomic intrgr.rion as thoir ...ning p<rin~ and

ron<=trah'<l lIOl on winning '~ppon for .uch ,nttograrion but on outli";ng the polilk.>1

di'p""...twn wlUc:h .ho~ ld ...~It from it.

dmIocr.ric political d l.p"......tion to ~ domanded by the Lr. In ~ffl'<:l,'I>. middl. gro~nd

wkich Ilbo,..l. hoped '0tread b<ame ,ncrc»ingly "n_abl•. 'The Lr could not d. ...lop.n

«OI'>Omic policy c.pabl. of appeaoing'he Icl, and right wing> of the Lr ' lSOlI; . t IM ...mo

limo, ;nd~.trial capital ha<I I'<'joo:tcd .ven n., rn.........·a~v. proposal, d the 194()o. As the

Lr programtn<' boca..... I... rnnserv.ri"" d~nng lhe 19500. 010 the VP bctw..... 0'8"rU....:I

liberal opinion and Ind".IIi.1 capital grow, U\>of.1 faith in the transfonTllng power of

.....,nomic int",ration w" "r.d.nninod by the lIeody cctlnorrUc growth of the 19500 <k-s;>ilC

(IS they Olio' ill tho i""",..ingly harsh implcmontatlon of inf1~. <:ontroll'O'g'lLotions. Thi,

wu (Qmpo~nded by !he changed political dimate 01 \he 19500, ...kiell ..... the U......al

r.rty ro~ndly allK\.<d by b<>th the gOVCfl\"""'t and the UP opposition •• Ideol;,ts (al best),

negroptulos or ""tnom;'tS. I~li~. ~win la' .... rooted:

The b~.in..."'"' whom 0 .... migh' ha....><pKIed 10 <Illy round. li'bm!l pa.ry. did
nothing 01 the kind. n.cv """" di...,..••god thei r wi...... from doing so o~ the
VOUnd. !hat it .... . b..l for b"......... If ,lwir own private . ympolhics ~
'''Of'''''ted.'"

'The Uberal r.ny ~i""d no (lpito1ist '~ppon throughout its fillftn )'OM "';"""".'"

... M. rq".rd popers: BCS87 £2.66: Leo M.rquard; C<:nrr;!1 Nol., on,M I.ib...1 ""ny.
nd.l954.

'" luliu. Lewin: Why LI!><nli, ,,, Failed in Tho C."o TI",.., 28-4-1970.
... lnl<'l'vit.'w. wilh r . ..... Brow•• Al.n r aton and oth..... Sec aloo Uplon: c".,;,.h,m

op.clL. p_293.



'"
unsucces,fuL'" The p.orly .urvivro on .....mber5hip dun. dOllalions Uld lulld·rai.'ng e'Tn..

•uch IS book .nd (.i.e ""I",; its ""'in """= 01 fi.......aal inca"'" ""..... pri....tely from

membc!'s 1'<"<'f Brown Ind .oJ,n rllOn, OM

'Not yet libeu l enollgh .""

AJtI>ough the "",jorily of ]ibor.l• • g~ on tho neo:<! for I ..... pony. lhe lib<or. l "'.0,""""-",,

wi ' inl<'rNlIy di,,;de<! on • numm 01 fur>do~~l i....... the f/Wnomi( di. pute , .,ve. 1td

confu.ion among. l liberal. and 1.,<1' libo>Bl rlny Inl'n1berl • • ' " who ' ;n""'.... \hoy

should "'l"""'n t. Ind COTI>C'CIuen l l.ock of do rily U to '""'.. 10 f........ Ihnr pollcin and

politieol >cavib"'_ At bo..,. Jibe...1. we... nol " SIt'O'd • • to w"""~ the prime IoN. of l~'

activity .Muld bo> in the ..hi~ p.o,lil"""'l.ory 'ren.> or in black politi<:>. Th. IKk 01 d.rity

thn!w up " Ie"'" of speal" i"L..,. whirh divided the SALA and earll' lJ'. One .ueh h....

was the quntion 01 nonJild ali, m.

R=tly d.,..,;b<-d as I"" 'guiding principle' of lho LJ'. non,oc'..1i.m wI ' "'"

I UlOnwtia Uy aca'p1N by tM liberal mo~l.'" Tho & lling01' """p.'" "'e h.o "" ....... ,

.... intaiN'd .. whi_nly ....-rnb<-n.h ip; moot of the 0''''''' VOUP' ac"'l'lN nonraci.ol

m<'mb<nhip. the cl. im INd. by tM «lito.. of O<,-",.tic I.iltt'lll..... in South !Ifria' L"I&t 11-",

LP ...... fcm":'d with many Ahican """"bon and """'" Afri(an ~&<kn' U P"''''~ Y

INcnl.at~.'· None of ' '''' l ib<-nl groupo .~t'd in ....ollin' mol'\' t!a n 0"'1 or two bla<k

membc.on' · In att empbng to cl\ang~ t!\is situation the lJ' adoplod wl\al la,... party

cllail'f'l'. son rc'''' Brown d('OC1'ib<-d "' a ·g......i .... a...,....,ly" • N ....,ly, open pa.~

.....mbc.onhip along,;d~ a quahfil!d '..""hi.., .'" By llIi. mean. , Ihe lJ' .....,,1~~

... rlrty T~as"n:. Robin Sl"'n<~ attempted to rally such . ..ppon in I~ I nd " as
un,uca'S,f"l; . po.adic a' t<1nFlS ~aJr.. had ..mila• ..,.olts. s..e A/l671·mfm·R~ 1.

... :;e., Alan r.lon, !o"IDfY Con tin"od (Co!," Town 19881.
- ChrtSlopM ' 0.11 in Th~ Fo......, S<>ptomber 1953.
'" Douglas Irvi....' Tho libenl 1'I'it195>-1968 in But1ft'. Elphick and W~l.h lod.• ~.

Po...,.".anc l\bc-rali.m insoo th Amca ( po ToWII 19l17J.p.l16.­
ill IbilL 1'6.
... Th~ "nly ptCImi""nt black m<rnm 01 • libenl group wos Solby M,imanl in

P\<ol riUbu '&, tk SALG hod fo... black _ ben; 1i""""1 b""'P' "'_h....., I\ad '00 bbd
~ .

'" CAMI':R...1 9A2oXB26:96: [nt~.. willi r .BItlWII C1% U.



'Tho Boll in~r group, rypicaUy. had 'NlyM'd tho rnoHv..ions be~ind nonnctali'm. In

d_ling tho- i" u. , 0'" rneml><1' poinlC'd oul lhot'" rriu.. bl~k~ would mUn thol ,

· w. would be falling behind ' ''''1' tho U.I'. which had • Colourod brancll.·~ ' Ton;h

Commando choli'P""""" loui. KanO'-Berman. Ia.... c1.,.. ly linkod to tho Urtion.Fo:<knll'orty

in N'lal• •latC'd rno~ blunlly: ·W. [hoIvo] two in,,,,,,,,,,,,,,. 1. ""'tal . nd 2. tho Non-

Europe.n." H. norod thol t ha ving black me...w.

mig~t bo d."S" rou ' but bold me••u..... ....,... """<IC'd and tho N. .. """,Id be ~al1y

al.m>c<l . t .ny oVfft\l,..,. mad" to tho Non.Europe.n."'

'Tho """<Ito C'N'OlI black Iiber.l, as a INlwark ' g.i",t tho . pr..d 01 'communi,r innuora

w•• widoly ""p""oC'<l '''' Th. opening of poTty mombonllip to . U wa. "J'P""'d by thvse

U'~.. who ..w ,... por!iom.-n"T)' a""", ~, tho prime f<><Us 01 libeTal activi~J. Or>o

. uch member w. medo ·w••'" lolting tho libeT. ! ;C{.. run . woy with us . It i' po»ib1e '"

be 00 lito-ral tho! w. h."" no ".ndatd , .t .11..... Anothor statC'd :

the "",,,,,ment c. n only oclli..." mullS if it go;.", public suppon. whic~ will be
.li.... tC'd If the GI'OIlP .. stampeded into n.unung ito ht>oroliim by Fvin.§. oIlic.
to non·European. , po" ",oJ.rly ' f~ lalfcr u<> not vry " ..furoy seJeclod.

Tho bo.ic LP di.pul" . ov... the st"u' of block OT wllilo political _ rk.•ff«tod ot~'"

. ",. s ol libe...l .tr.logy. For lhose who f""",oC'<l on block politicol work ond _gilt c1""",

",lat;cm, with lhe ANC and SAle. the 'civ;lioC'<l' franchise was ....... as a major obolad •.

• nd tho U' soon . plil OV'" the franchise i"uo. Anli«>mrnuniom.. which aloo ....g~""'"

Congrn, hoolility. lOOn sphl tllo polly as a I«tio:I of tho U' '1of1 win( ampoigno<! for

its d"lotion from the party prog...m..... Each of thne di.puled . It""'p" 10 d""""""lix tho

party program"'" w., oppoocl by p«'cisely those lead... tho LP had 'hi ·iocked' in Moy

' ill.

~. Bolling", pope"': A410/ :'3.2: MinulOS: /Oha......t>urg Le.23+1953.
.. ibid.
'" ~ loT ......ple lJ' POP""" Al1611_mfm_Rool 3: l'i<1"",,"ritzburg Le. no.... for

.....-lings 21-6-1952, 1-1-1952.
... Muquord popono 8Q81 E1.26: [.Gr."t to H,M oi.d....... !'l-6-1953.
... lJ' popetS' AI1671 _m1rn.{«,cl 3: .....rnl:>cr 01 the P\cl<'rm&nuburg LG to ch.oirpet>Of'

IN me!I ill"l;'blc] 9_12_1952.



Conclusion.

of \he party ;1..lf . The Ref'T<-'OCl\lath '," '" .....p""tod, in "'me 0 "'" alJrQ. t revere..:!

!igu_'''; thci. poli~..l <:1'<'<'<1, 1'Io_~.r, "",,~ati...,. The Lib"..l rarty .... a F"hhe;. 1

hyblid ..l\ich fed olf a numbOT of political Indibon•• bom ~•..,...,. in \h. '!""'"i f.•

conditio.... of the 1952·53 period . The soNli"... sociol4emocn lS a nd O1hcn ..ho joir.ed the

LP be<;au.., of ito anli-<'Ommuni, t 'lan«', or its "'nu dali"m, """" soon dra '""" into 01"""

conflkt with the party I.ad... and their . upport<-n. With in a )..., of its formation, LP

~ad.. Margan:! II.ol1ingor Il'n,k nxl her .....ign.atio... compLoining:

I fo.nd i. qu it. impo!lSibko to ..rry the bu,den <>f responsibility tha t tho Ioad. "hip
roqui ..... in Ihi' forma Uve period . without !he Kli"" ,uPF"rt of a tm>f' ofJ""plo
of my Own typo in whose judgomenl and integrity I ca" ha~e CO'Ihd.nco.

,.. For ....mplo.... the introdu: lion to Phylli. kwsen: Volm of !'Ttl!" t Uohanr.nburg
'm>

"' M...qua.d pope.,. flC5Il7 E2.62: M.lI.ol1ing.". to L.Mn q""f<l. 19-6-1 95<1.



The internal polit ics and external retanons of the
Liberal Pany, 1953 . 1957.

Introd!,lrt ion.

lIvoughoullhc 19501. Oi'pUlOl;on ccnl",.;l on lhrft panic\>lar is' ue<: l~ qu.ojifl~ f~nchi"'.

~nd com lirulioNI <l. u,,", whkh «>mmiued !he LI" ", "PF'O>e . Il lonns ollOlOl;t.o ri.ni.",

'uch •• communi.m and f.sci,m' . nd lirnilo>d !he party 10 con.lilulioNl me'", 01

oppo';!ion.' Di'putation Sl."."....,j from II>< NN'" of tho LP, . n umb",n. body wilh

~ben 0/ wid<ly d;vorgonl pohti c.l oulJook. and /ttIm llI~ diff.......l _ vibo. in whoc!>

U' """"ben l"" licipal<'d , •• nging fTQm wh'l1: ~leoto ra1 polilin to gn'<-roots to-Ol"'"'""tion

willi 1~ Congrn . AlIi. nc<'. Undcrlying LI' di'pu '"'> -.- differing a",c<ptiom 0/

tiber. lism,

By 1956, with . nt'W loadcr.hip. I~ Ll' articulalo>d • •'i.ion of <h.>nge 10 L~ . panhl'iJ

.",,~ booed on ....... no"'V;~1 p""'u,,, in which !he LP would pl.y' pan .kmgsk!~ Ito~

ConS"".... Thi. repla<;t><;l II><' notion hold by e..l... LP l~ad... lhat by o/!m~& a li' ; '-I;

nample of racial c:)-QJ""'>tion . nd "by argu"".'lI. ,"""ch organ''''lion, and e'en .,!c"

ron. liN bo...l aClion: ' the LP would~ as It~ only ,·.hi<:l~ for evolullonal)' d ... ,gc.

While inllueno::o>d by Congn.... critici....., chong.. in lhe U' ""ult«l lorg.,l~ from an klern:J

aitique of li:>c.,li. .... initi.tcod by party rodial• • nd inh:Ilectu.l. in 1953. l hi . <tuple. I. .....

<!",,~lopments in libe.alism as illu" " IN by lhe L~ ""rty In the mid·l950s.

The Liber.tl Put}' in 1953.

1he fOmloltion 0/ I"" LP followed public.tion of the 1952 r....,." ' lOt""""" tailing 10. It...

N tioN I aFplic..ion of tho Cape lit.... 1 .... di-.' Tho: party was Ie<l by "",Il·koo wn Iiboral

ligute'S including the &l1ingen. Donald Mol Leo M.rquard, AI Pa~n . 1Id 01....,."

and was Ilailood in the English P"'" a. ' pony Iomlfd 10 nd J<e,.,r .1.""'1'1

' LP p.sper; A/1671_mfm_Re!>ll : r rito<ipl.. 1951-
, T.W.mco: n.... l ibN'al r.ny R~P!i... in U\>.,ution s..pt<'ml>er 1953; Ott I><low.
• Sc\" cllaple1" 6.



R"l'........... b"'" and 1M princip l.... they ...pou!o<d in po,IIa""",,,

tho po.lky 0/ !he Libo'nl "arty i• • n ,.,...,lutlO<l. ry policy . imin& al tho pltlgn>s.iV('
widen,ng of 1M heldo! 1""""".1 liberty lor all "":1'"'' of tho populi rion.... By
~I admi",,,,,. th,. line ""-. alw.ys bonI w..... by tho.. 01 ,.. who "'-VI:
1<'F"""'"t<'d ...fric. ... o".,.lhe l;o;l ""'''''' '''''''' )'<'. .... and who . .. N>.. ~""bflC.'d WIll,
II... Liberal P"fy.'

"Tho: Lbl-taI rarty ......IJ><'d from ilO fi " t Nl li""",1 Conl=nce In July 195) wi ll. I

otat"""",l oI pnnciple .1"",,1 entirely dmvC!d /tom the U bomil A>><>eUlion ISALAI. Tht l P

er>don<'d . qualified nonracioJ Ir.""hi.., cndoncd "'8~.lion by (Omenl but 1\01 by faOtt',

and opposod ".lllonn$ of toIali"' .... ni.m ouch as oommunism and r. sci.m." M"...,Ye't, I""

pony w" «lIl"Imi1!<'d 10 u.ing -only democratic 0....:1 ron";tu';"""l ..... .... 0/ oPPJOition-'

M.rg~ Bolling <hoi......:! that the lP's cOMbtulion.ol ' pp""'ch woukl u lli....W,ly ofl~,

bIacb ". full .ha in tho: hfe c/ tl\i. country" and obviolo onot"",, °llllpar!i. """,,,,,y

outbre;ok like the Deli.""" CMnpaign.... Ma.S"l'l'l Bolling.... p i""'" by he< hu.hond Senator

William Bolling... <and LP rno:mb<-ro Wl lte< StorJonl . nd I.nl~ Rubin, t 1edC'd Noti".

R~I.b"'" in 19541, a<!viS<'d tl>e Lr to co"",n!>OIe on tbe g"""'o1 pri..:ipln il had

end.,...,.. and to le.ve · p<ACIi<.>I dKisions on doy to day i.......• to the p.vliommtlri.",.~

Bolling..- coll <d on the 195] porly conf~ to concc" lu le on slr'en&ttlrming \he centr.l

mochinory of the ll'. • nd •• ising funds for a -,po?,," . nd ...tioMI Orvni_.A~vc . 11.

the port)' haclio ovoid "being stom podoo· into "!wry. policy formul.o lion." In this Bolling..

wn suppotlod by • number 01 lead ing ll' membom who roaeted 10 the hottile ffC9Iion

lhe Co~ Nd given tl>e ll' by cl.oimi ng U\at lilt ·enemies· of the port)' · WMl t ._

• The C.pe ""Ps n••de<" . rtidd, 6-S-19~].

• 1P poprn Al I671·mfm-R....l 1: M.Bolhnger: WNt [l(:,:::, iN: Ubrn! Pmv S...~ f9'~:

nd.l 9S~.

• Adv....., 11-0-1953. p.4' .t the fir.ll U' public n>eoI!Iing. Alao!. r .ton Stllf:d: "LeT us
N~ 10 lXXI colou . bon by <OnS<'nt il ...........1')', but not one irnpor..ed by one rae. GIl
. nothoer:

, LP: PT""dples op.cIL
• Ibid.
• Ad..."ce. 25-6-1953.
.. BollingrT pap<"" A410/ n .5: M,Bollingo:r. rr!'Sld....~.1 Add,....... 195] 1P Sot.o...1

COf\~ p,2.

" Ib id.



,..
.""...thing to twi.... g L>.oding l.l' "",mben argu e<! tho, the KCl' pI.I""" of • 'ct>mn'O>n

society: ....noell.,,1 in the nonraci. l fr.l>Chi... p<t>p""'I. , wa. ,uff;arnl for. pony \>o ",l~ lwo

monlh. old , it would gi"" t"-' p",h. mentanons ·pl....!)' of time to gi"" the tnt el. bout:<In

of OUT pri ncipl....-u

Th<' l.l' wu a hybrid body. II wu unil<'d by op position 10 .." . lIy d iXTimi""'ory

.po"t,..;d Joogisl. lion. and the <o...bluboNl .brot0b"" 0/ ,he N.~;", pony in

Oltempling 10 di.... Ir;onchi.. block ~oln'S. n... pany .1", includod n.. "t>e.. oPf'O""d I"

..Oliou. "F"""1>of tho Cong,...., Al1iA""" including its muhi..ciol .truClun-, \he rnelhods H

employ«! .nd tho~ of fo""", mcrnboo.. of t"" Communis, Party 01 South Afric.

in .n four Congroson. As . uch, 11' """"bon h<'ld widely divorg"", political vitw<. The

"".hed formation of the l P h.od pr«luded all but lhe ITCSI ,monl disnmiQn 01 thr

pol ic'i... \he put)' should adopt, or the ....legi.. it ohoukl follow."

AJ, _ """" o<:eTl, both tho> N.-,al and Tnonsvu] Divisions of Ill<' l.l' indudc<l 1<>Cia1iSl

and soct.>l-d"",,,cnlic mcrnbo'rs who ..w the party as ....hide lor w(>rl<ing with bolh blad

ana while ""mrnuni_ Jock lsamwitz. fonnet cPSA rrot'ft'lber and • \o:ading pcnoNlity

in the Tr.... vaal Lr. m vi..gOO a pany "a<'<f'J'!"'l:>le 10 white! but with an cntlft ID I>I&<ob.

A pany 01 today t>ut tuf'll'd 10 IOmom>w.- Many Lr mcmbc.. we", ""IIC'""""<I ~ri""'ri ly

with o ,!:anis;n g l>b<:b, and party mcmben in Natal turned imrnodi.otely 10 clevr'.opi:>& a

bbr:k """"bMship.~ 1he conlu .ion QV"," .aims and <lUI"", wilhin IN Lr _ I L.... t the

party Pri"';pla _. thC'moelv,," contes ted by n.o Tnn.vp.) &n<l Natal Divisioo'.L As a

result. tllo 1953 Conf~ ig l\OlOO ,he advice o f i~ Ioode.. and adoplod a wide ..ng. o f

policies. n...,.., co_ od od uC&tion. 11001111. labour and oconomIcs, ~laliQ... with Olhrr

1he ronllictual ....lUre o f n.o Lr fCQI'IOfI'Iic policy, a• ..., Nve ....... saw Iho T""...·,...l

" Lr P"'P"'"' AI671·mtm·RceI 3: l- Muquard 10 M.B.al1ing.... 19~1953.

~ !lolling...: Mol ..... op .cit.. p .2.
.. Sco eh.ap"" 6.
~ Quolod In Ernie WentzeL 1.110'.....1" op.rit.. A35.
~ U' P"'peI"O AIl671..mm·Roel I : N.lal~ 10 Nationlll Commin oe [Iwr f, ~CL

2112·11·1953. [nl"",i_o wi th Nat al""""""," rel"" 1\Town. leo J(up<'1" and V;oLai Ju r.od.



directly opp<'O<'d 10 the Copr~; n ouch, il wos Tq>r...",.. ti'"e 0/ almosl ...1 lhe polici..

ad"J'le<i in J953. All L"" U' offi« bo Iec:ted in 19SJ. apa'" from Alan PilOn, "''"'c

mrmben of rhe Cop<' Di".;,;on, Til. Cap" "" ~ • nU""'"<.o1 pn:pond....ance. wilh 3!lO

mrmbo'ro ' gainsl lhe T,.nsvoal'> 329 . nd NaI.iJ' . 201 rncrnt»n .~ A• • .......ut. tho ch.Il:"";;e

f""" tho Ttan'v..... in . upport of uNv......l .ulfrogo .nd d ow «>-<Ipru llon wilh rho

Congn>!" Alli.n«' w.. overtidd"" by rhe Capr, . nd I"" SALA Principle ...."." adopl<<l by

I"" tJ'.

n..., bI.i. 0/ di"'gre<m<-nl .1 tho 1953 Conf...-.:n<e w•• lhe rol. of \lie LP in bW;k

politi"'. For "",ny, lhe bl.ck political .r was lhe ""'jot are' in wlUch the LP ' M uld

work; for othen the lP w.. . po,li I.')' pony c~nc<-mc<I wirh win..ting while ""lor

,upport. Tho' LP pol icy on 'Relations With Non-Europe.n OrK.ni..lio"" ...... «>nl...l<'d b"'l

C. p" domin.onr;e ensuft'd tNl lhe tJ' ' towed _ 11 ,hart 01 er.dorw...,nl 01 rhe >trul~k,

w. ged by t!>e Cong""",", n.. p<'licy prol...oed "profound . ymporhy" wilh the b!a."k

' l:'\Iggle; only in 1954 did I"" policy n•..., the African N.Iie",,1 Cor,S""> and Sou:h

Alnan [nth . n ConS""'" •• n"......,n.. live black political org...i..h",,".~ Pnosure from " ...1

and the T",ns,·..1 Di";. ;.,.-> howe>'.......CCt'OOed in commilling the tJ' to~n~ It.,

compa hbility 0/ joi;'1 Congn:o.o/LP mom>bo:nlup.-

n..., "'0", holly dcl>.oted i...... at rhe 1953 NatioNl Conf~w"' U-., franclU<o pol.:,.

IUI<:'r "consider. bko d ;>C\l..io","· rhe con/C1'l!I\CIO .-..d~lV<! • qu.1ifu;<l bul """,w1

l tanclu..., wilh the Capr u p"""","ri"", ' 'lUi,,&: tNt

there I. '" a ju.titia hon 10. wilh.....~ing polil;c..J riSh" /rom pooplo who a ", not
,ufficienlly civiliood 10 use thom in a rnpoNible maMel'. Ill. Ihrrtforo ""."" ..')'
10 lay down • ""I .. . m.,. no '" di'hngui.hing belwftn n";lise<l and u ndvlhood
Sourh Afrieon.. and to gnnl poIibcal righ". 10 all who can P"" tNl IMI _. It i>
d...itabl . tha i I"" tnt .......ld be: a loirly Slll/ one In a country w""" thcTo i> a
~e range of eultu tall"""l•.m

.. s.", chapll'r 6-
~ LP pap<'n A/ I67I ·rnfm--Reel I: Minul= NC :30/31.0-19504.
~ LP paP"" AI!67J·rnf",·Rccl I: MinuI"" 19S3 Nahon.oJ Q:lnf.".once, 11/1J-1·1953.
m Ibid.
• ib id.
m Cop" Di,~.ion: An Erno!>l Polley for Sou'h " friel : July 1953 (priVI '" paP"" of

E.......I W""!ZdI.



lust its inelu.i"" •• t~ 'ultilNl~ gc.l· of tho Lr. rrrssure ffom ",. t.>l " \he only Dlvlsion

with influenti.l block ",""b,,,. - suCCftded in . ltenng t~ fr:o""hise qualific. tion> from

'dvilise<!' to ·.uit.>bly qualified ' Ind linke<! lO . p:>licy of uni".,.."l compul",.,. ed ucation.

n... Cape deleg.te< comprumiw.'d on ~""r coli for high qualificati""• • ro.! the U' p:>li<y

propose<! \he ..""..""I\;""""nt of th<>oe 0_ 2\ y<'.... of . ge who hod I St.>ro:ll rd si~

education, o. e. ""'" a..<o • )'Nl', o' owned property valued It GOO o. more; it Ilso

propoK'd 1 Tribunal for _ 0.... tho Ig~ of 35 nol flIfu ""hiw.'d by the above cnlOl"~ but

",ho "'ere ". d judged ... 10d~ the &1""l\i... on tho gKlunds ~"'t they o<cupy posihoflS

0/ sp«ill ....p:>flSibility « h.o ,-~ rendered mmtonou.~ to tho mmmun;ty"·

TrIN,-...1 delegat.. 1110 c. lled for deletion 01 the el.u.... in the party Pri...-ipks ",hich

called fo. opposition ' to all forms of IOtIlitlri.onism such .. communi sm I rod fa..,:,m.

arguing th.ot the (l. u.... should II", include the pany's Il'IOin . n t.>goni. t. l pal1heid.- Th.

",as drielted . In ...........,. Cape do minano:-e of tbe early U' ......ured the fo"""tion of I party

wi th policies tailored to gently nufturins the emeTgen<e of • rad.llIy tolerlnt ",hile

ele<torote. Call. lor the U' to bc<v_ acti ve in tho blacl< politicol ..... ... "'...., re~ted by

tho pa.ty Iead....hip ",hid> i....i,ted tl'l.ol "tho Ubenl Plrty is In ol'dina'Y nonn.al polilic;ol

Pl rty. pledged to Itt.>i n its objett. by "".....1 l'ntthe>d.... Tho U' ac:ci>rdinsly tu rned 10

conteo~ng the \9~3 ]oh.o .......bu.g City Council ole<tions, ", ,,,,,," 1ft... I vigorous compaign

U' coro:lidlt.. """";ve<! an I WUge of 29'l. of ""teo cos~· Although the party "'u lOu!'ldly

defel led by IJni ttcl Plrty candid I t.. . no libe. 11 Piny c.andidlt~ ~e' "'On III d e<l;on"

tho U' in 19~3 full(llcned "' I con""ntional politic.al pa rty. conr:en tr;oling "" electio"""';ng..

fund.ra;'ing I nd membenhip drives.

Tho 1953 party lu~ip and rnen-bership "'en: predominantly ",hit~, drawn &om the



'"
pn>f.....oNl Engli,h-sl"'alOng middle dU>n, The NatioN) COl':\mln~ w......h... ly ",hill'

and indud«!~ pro,.....,•. thrft urnv=il)'~......, an .ull-.or, • I"'bl;."",", • •u....¥ •.

four Iowr"",' chemi, t .nJ. """.twc.ke1.Long"dc M..VI'fl and Willi Il.olli"f;<1'. and

Bishop P. rk.". of Cap" To".... In 19l-1 an mlorgod " .bono.! COmmiu t':>.Ie<! • ,imi:. r

compo<ili'm, with 'en univO'r.'ity I"""" ...... and ""'... Iawy..... ou t of • toto] of th' ''Y-two

Commil~ .....",b<-n. The [,""",;." Commiuce. which clf«1ivdy "'n tho> party in day to

day ""11m. was "",mel"", to office-be......., "'1 of whom w Ol? whi b:.~ The ....no...
Ptov;nciol Commi l!l"eS wore ov,.,-whelmingly "",de up of lawyers . nd aezd....uc..

In 1954. 1>0_,'''' block «'Pf"'SC1't.ltiv.. Irom ,"" N>I..1 Divioion WO'I'e fltded to the

N.!io",,1 CommiU"", This fullowed an lr>cre.... in bl.ock potty n>ctr.benhip In Nato l, .nd

pointed to. growing div~"""" within the l r 0'......ho ....Iu.. and fUf'lCtM oIlht- ruT)'

itsel/. Wilhin t"" LP tho", (>d.."" di rr~t ;n~..b<>flS 0/ the porty's funcl>Ofl • to

""""""lnte on woo ing whi te vOle'" '''Pro"_ 10 ""TOil bl.c!<~ .nd instil l hb...al

block p>li' ic'" org.ni"'li.on in it> own nght. A• • ","ult, polly Di"''''''' undenook d olfm~1

po!ihcal Klivi~.... on- di\'ff&cncn i~ tum both reflec1e'd and $hm"<mo:d from I~

id!Ologicol dri>ole liking pl.".. within the LP, 0...". Uoc NN'" oIli!:<-nij ,m In Soulh Alii..

• nd the C'Om:ct o~..,i ..lio,,"1 f"",, il $hould .dopt_

Liberalism I.~d the Libenl Pmy,

'The di.pu!eS wilhin t'" Ubc<o1 ".Tty """~ on the pa rty', role in bbck polilk$. kloliollJ

betwftn the LP . nd \he Cong...n ""'............. ~ $l"'\~ from the $tIrt u the L" wu

"""" 10 N "" ""'"" form«! i~ competition with SACOD, .nd l"""lmrd ... COTnpe1e with

the ConI"""'" rot n....nbe ...hip. J~ Matthew> odvi>ed tht 1953 Cope ANC Cor~ nol

10 D'U$I ' the .ppe.l of Ihole who toll 1l,""",lvn 'Ub.:..l$' 0. '~( 01 \lie Af:ic""

people.-- Hi$ f.ther, Z.k.M.llhewJ, , ..iN in lhe ...... roM'
Thequestion ;$ whether IMy hovoe enoulh $l""'r;th .nd "",,ur;h . b;J;ty 10 OWTtt",c

- n.. b«urive (Dmmin... i~ 1953 compri>ed Muplf'\ . nd Will" m &l1ill&.., ~
M.''1uord . DonIld Moheno. Oleo, Wol1heim, Lco1ic Rubin. Robin Spmct', Ab n ".IOn.nd
~ T.W.l"Iioe.

• QlJoll'd in Robcrts<>II: Uk-r. li, m op.cit, p.9l!.



'"
t/'''' ",Iucta ne<! of tl'~ l veTlS" ht>:-tal whil~ South Africa .. 10 10'0"' "'; !h ;"'Iud o f
l OT the Afri<;. n ."

"Tho ,....."..1 anhp" thy wNeh the Congt... mo""""",t di_ltd I....ord.. tho LP . acal.ing

tho put)' of . ..ndi,,& ·"",. ide tl>e dcmocu 'ic camp'" and of!"';n&tho Cor>,VeS' movcmcT.l

1inlc "-'PO" wllkh w.... of -,.., yaluc·· - wu rop!icl t«l in flll'ffloll _n!l' bcTw«n

IC p.......,l.l.tiV('$ of the ll' •..., the Cons""".... KTOSO the COUM'Y in 195,3.

N.... Inch.n Cong"". INKI~..ti_ critidM'd the U' for bod. i t. fral'd.;....

policy I nd ... j«tion of tr. ·porlil"""'''ry "'UN; • "",,",ing "';!h Notal ....'iC k ad...

produced ,imilo. crihci,,,, did ....,.-ting. with Tho~. NS"""'yl Ind Joe Nka.!o 01 tho

Clp" ANC . nd wit" ANe $e<lt'lary-G<1>ora1 Walt.. Si. ..l" In JohotlJ"o<">b\lrg.- Joc k b.ccwl!>

..,.,rted tNt h"",ili ry !Cw.rd. the U' in JohaMeSbu'! . 1M "udquartm of SACOO Ind

I"" ANC • wI ' .""h \!w, """" inio.........l "",(·ting. will, "'P''''''''l.oli,," of the A.-':C ......e

IU but iml""'iblc 10 . ... ngc.· AI t!>o 195~ ANC Anr....' Conl~, I"r.-.idm,-Gt'net.l

Albc<t Lulu!; 1""1'1«1 co-op,... ,;on wil l> the LP on "S""'" i..un t-ut l'C'joctod the U' policy

of joint ITCmbo:nhip:

We mu Sl be On gUlrd &&ai n\l """'*""" 0/ lhe " .N.C. ~mi~E nwmbon of
politicol r ani... whow objocti~.. are dilf........t from 0'" own. o.viMd ": Iq;'..nc.
wou ld be difficult 101" the individ""l ",,"':cmed."

Con~' mtk'i.m 100.1.1'''''' Iht allmbon of thoot Lr """"bon who Kl'l&~t cl.,..".

...lati""" wilh the ANC ond SAIC o~ Iht fm oeN... and "'I...-porliamm~ry_ vity. 1'ht

....... poIidn .tood In Iht way of thoot who SOIIEht ll> ~n.t...t. lho> blad ..,....,....nity

without d ' '1'lopiIlE cloot links with tho ConE'"'' mo.........t. N a ....ul~ lI'>cw two ........

boa..... tho em,", of • -pony-wid. di'pul, which ln ttd thmugllou t Iht 1950s. TI-~ dl1op"ll!

" Quoh!d ;11 Anthony Sompson: T' ...",n CaU (I.m>don 1958). p.l 02.
" G.M.Naick.. q U<lt<'d in lndiU\ Op m ion 1~2-19Sf_

.. Dr.Vu. uf Dadoo quolt<l III Aot~..... 1.·Sol 953. p.s.
"LP part"" AIl67"I·rnfm.1leor1 3: J.TJtGiboon: RtPo" of Mo:etill~ CoP!' A.N ('""

21·1-1954; Balling., part"" A(10/52.I1 : Minut..., Natal Provincial 'nte l~.fttr
i'.1'CL 15-10-1953.

.. Lr 1'"1"''' A/ 167l-1Nm·RteI 6: MinultS; Tr,,," ~,..l Provincial Commitlft [N-r.aflOr
TI'Cl.25-6-1953.

"km. and Ctrnart. C!'Ia!lmr op .cit., p.l23: A1b<-n LUlUli: !"lnidrntial .... ddtta 10 lho:
1953 ,o.r..:C Annual COnf...........



'"
n.. anb~mmurn.1 c!.J u,," in the lJ' p'jodpl<3 wa. ....'thod by anacks on SACCO as

Git»on. a young UP'" I.owyt"f and ono of tho mo", ndk.l .........t:o.n (>f Uw: ..rly LP.

cLaimed .....1 in !tie up'" "tho ~gn.ol bunch lof 1M ANCI h.od~ 1"" plaything of

politically inten...ted F"""O"" and ~ no PO"'" what>oewr:M Giboon.nd hi' .uppon~"

","w tho bcsl me.... 01 """_ing~ved commuNst influence as being an .11.-:>ul .lIllok

on SACOD. und.. tho a u. pi""" of lho Co!", W......' m by lections which 101lowed ....e

U""""'ting 0/ Bri.n Bunting and Roy AIo>und",. from ~.H l."

WI...... pony ~k.l. saw I"" lOWe of the U' to be the d .....elopm." H of • bl.od IUppol'l

bo..,. tho Ii",. LP ~ders .......... pnmarily Ctlnc<med with g.ining whi~ '{Ot« support. Viet-­

<"";'1"'""" Leo MorqWlrd .lrt->O<'<I l~'llho Lr ' mug con.ull Ahielns and Co\ou..,.;l • • nd

A,Wu"; but. he argued:

We should.!!!:!! place ou..elv... in the pooibon of ~Oti'bng with the A."l,C~

~ on a purdy infonn;ll and 11"",,1 por>ONl NOlO.

In lIS initiol pN"'. ...."y U' lcad<~ -.e cpenly hoshi, to the rrethoJ. of opposition

endorsed by the Congn"'_, and 10 the pttImi"""t J>Milion 0 / fonnor cPS...~ in

the C""grt'U mo''''''''''I. A5 '''''h. opf'Milion to the .i.... of tho di>bondl'd cPSA influencc<l

I"," .bon of n lno.portio""''''...y action. 010. Wollhcim ",,1Cd:

I'<>w f'"?PIe 0/ li~l thou!ht would """,pllin about the bonk principles 0/ Whol
•• ltheCon~J ~V<'Iltua ly a,m at but .....ny oli...pprove h~ar1Ily 01 Ilw 1t'lCIhcd.
envioagt'ld L ~ the tempo I t which they wWl . to atllin 1M. mol. and .....ny
.hudder 10 II"nIo. of th~ d\aobc: ccn!lO'q\ln>c'n bu ly 10 ~~ U ' aloe 1Iop'" a",
rai-t a.......g laJxe .....-lionJ 0/ !he n("..whit. popullllon and II agitation 10 Ionn
a hbera~on Ironl " ....&aVOS In.·

TIlt' IF. Cal"" Divis;"" w.. domi nated by COf\........~ve membon. who ...hibit«l a

&<",","al In~p"thy towl rds the m c. In Juno 199 N~I"", Ml ndt'l. Ctlncluded In article

• Balling... popon .0.410/ 82- 11: p.R.(;ibscn: &pol'! on thr we Conlerer><l' on Bantu
Ed"".hon. ~·I9S1

" See below.
• Mlrquard POl""'" llC5e7 £2.66: Uo Marquard: Q:r>o:nl Notn On t!>r lib....! r l "".

nd ,l954 {emphlsi. in orir;inll~

• Wollheim piP"" llc627 02.64; O _WolthO'im 10 C.M.H. " ..... 24-12·1956.



"",b~ to tM LP wHh the qu<'Obon; "\¥hie!> sid~, g<'I\lIo:men, .'e you on?- In ,eply

!'rofes"'" T.W,moe 01 Ihe 1,)niv".., ity of C>pe Town, • """"bo:f of 1M National . nd

jumbo, a "", t 01 in"'II«Nal throwi ng olIN, bonn_~' m ",,'s allack '"'trod ('I' tI-.e Ddia"""

Campaign as 0 "hoo >y, "'......nt ie and o........mb;lious- plan which ended In "JnOI>.mu,de'."

He conbnued '

The p..,...,nl ,hooky control which Afnean leaden hoo"" over I~' 10110""," ;, roo
gu>,anlr!e that . ny, Co,mpoign of lhi. """ in the fulure c. n be camed oul
pea""ably. No CO"'hlulional pony, however . ympothet;c 10 Afric;uu, con in any
way encouTOl<e O. «In"""pWle . mo""",""t which. it l«mo ~vH...b~. will end in
u..,l..... lfIg«I y lor hund~' 01 Ainc.,..· 0' , f~, Ih.ot mall..... for Europea N _ In..
LPI believe< thal by 'rgu~~ mud> o' gani...hOn. and coa"""- «I"'h 'ullonol
. ction il can arrive 01 lhe objoctive of true fr'-"'C!~m lor all · . nd thol Wlthoul a"v
storming of bar.li llcs .• 0' waving of liollcn-d bannen." '

The di,pule bel"""'" C<>lIK'fV.th..,.no:! tnOfI: .adic.l ekmm,. within the LP woo a di' j>Ulo

ov<'t lhe potty's mnsrilu"""Y. ~ieals cali<<l for policy ~hoongn in order 10 rifecl clos....

working relabel" with lhe Al"C, and 10 allow I..... enrolmenl 01 . signir""nl >lumber of

b~k pony mernbeB- Only tM... !hey argued. could lhe LP wield any Ir\fluence 0...... fU lUre

polirical develop""'nl•.

The (Ol'$eI'V.nw . no:! ndical wing' 01 the l.P .1>0 di..;vecd Over M' rr;_ I\o~ingc""s

claim lhool the U' embodied I...... pn!lcipl... of the old Cope liberal tradition. Party IUd,""

were inlenl on wcldi ng the U' Into a '''Pi'''" group 1<>1' lhe NahVl' Reprncnl. bvn .nd

.trftSO<Ilhe nil'oClecnth '"'''''Y Cope Mlil.ge of 1M U', launched in 1M cml ry of the

inlrod uction oIr>onf.<;i.l vobng qualiflanon. in lhe Cape. Morga"" Ilallif"-t: , • hi' lOrian

belore enlenng poli';".. , toted in 1953 thaI liberali,m .nd the LP t.od "Ilv: oldest formal

polilicol tndition in the country ._ wilh great .......... in ou' calendor, .nd. gre.' pneti<al

tr.dition Ie' guid e u. ....

For M.rga'et Ballinger . libera li, m••s ""pm>ed by ""'" ltinet"""lh cenlUry /o,w"a.. and

mnlemponry RCJ""""'Labvn. wao '1' "accepto nce of the right 01 .11 to ..fire 10 full

" N_lt M.f"<!el~: Soarchl;ghl on 1M LiW al f arty in llb..... tion, June 1953.
" I'rk\": Em!Y op.ci~

" Ib id .
.. Ballin,,,,,, Addrnt op.c:il.. p ,I; ..... CAMP ~I .k2:CU: . 1/ 15: Alan P.lOn: kll!!

On tM Ore. ,ion of ll\e l aunch,n; of ,h. Uboonll'my ;1' CoP" To""!, May 1953.
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'"
the 1953 Conf"""""" that ·one could n" g......liw about ' he political ',,,,,' of <kl<oga....

People who WC~ """.t uncompromi ' ing On on<' I..~. lOOk an ....tin ly dif l"""'" " ti",de

on . notMr.'" Tho"" who ....- lobellcd ' radials' within L~ U' Comp"iVN f",. ~ ni,'.....,l

, Uf/rage, an KOf\OfTIie polky bu<'d on non~ toe\a!-_U.", provision, nlu,

porliom<-nt.ory ac~ vily• •nd deletion 01 tl'>t d&u,," oppooing communi,m from the porty

Pri~_ On each ",ue. how....·.... \he rompooinon of !he inl""",1 pm ' o", group ch.Jnged.

The Ca~ ..d ic.l• • whn ,upp<>Tl<'d uni.......l suflroge and. u tu·po ,li. """'t> ry ..rnon _
Ile=ly oppoSl'd the delelicn 01 the porty's anu<omm uni, t cIou... ""hid> hod bco:n oettpt«l

under 1"""0,", from Ihe Cop" in 1953.· n..y aho called for . <"'.r ",je<:tion 01 >OCioli..".­

By the .."'" ,ok"". OCIJ'C' pori)' ~... loch ;u \..eo Muquard ""'''' r>oI unh.aprY wi th

0,..;_1 'olfrat'" being a<:<:<'p~ as ,"" ulhmole 11","1 of the U', following an interim

p<'ri<>:l in which unfvenaJ compulso ry o:<lucotion would be inlJOdum!: ,hoy "'1Xtm. "",U,

for II> lrnrn«! i... appl ication . NOn<1hcln., on Iho L~,", bosie iss..... w hich divided tho Ll'

radical p<"ibon• .

stralt-gi'"' .."'"' evol~ lor \lie d"""lop"..."t cf I~ LP. Your,gOl" rad ia l., building be th on

liberal faith In """tIC"';. int"!:tIlion .. an inch.ctoble fcrco fer chang<', Ind Ihcl, OWOl .......

of b<;IIJI In !un(' with ...orld opinion, Irgucd oimply thlt • ...orld t.....d. being ..hat !Ny

a...: blacks ..ould incvit.lbly hive l<I be broughl into the .In>cturn cf gowmmcnt.~ In thi.

Ihcy ..etC tnCQuragcd by bl.ick COl'l'lr'tll'fllaton >u<:h "' jordln Nguba~, I fo=.:l... membe r

of the ANC Youth Leaguc d la t",. U' mo:mbcT ho Ifgucd that dccoloni..1ion o~

that the South Atrian fu tu "'" . black; the I WII ..hcthcr that futu~ would be

11IIincd ' with or without the CO-<lp<1"atiOfl oj the \0001 Eun:pean ..,;nonty.- T1>c qu..tion

.... no' when.. but ho... ouch cha ng<' ..",,1<1 come about. J>t.ter Bro..... tcan>ry of the

M Morquanl pipe.. 1lCS87 0.35: J.loacowiu l<I M.B.ollillJl..... 18-7·1953.
.. Inte1v>l'W wuh PCICT Bro..n, p,I$.
.. Sec chlp lt1" 6.
M BIllinger plpcn A41 0/ F3,1l2: LP: Convuro NOl... nd.I953.
.. Jord . n Nguba....,: A N.nvc) Vic.. of l~ liberal r om in n.. Sw . 2ll-3-1953.



'"
Ag";"" tho: bo<:J<g"''''''' of world opinion and porticul.vly ag"II$ ' 'M.h"~gro"nd
<>I wN t i. h.opp.:",ng in the reol of AmCI, p"rp<"IUill WlUl' <IomiN.non i ' o ul of
the qu"'ion in South IUncl. 11 i. tho: ""' ...... of ii' going IN. is Impo~L"

Party radic.>!. did no, d"". lop • ~t 'Mory of ch.onV. b. relied on the

' im p"". ibil ity' 01 ""'in\.lining 'p'Mheid in ,he faa. of "'01l<h ..;d. h,,,ril;ry lrod

cor>d<1T\J\lltion. A' such. tho l3dic.ol w;ng 0/ the Lr "," w Iht "",in ro~ of !he party u th~

building of I >i~..bl< black """,,""~hip_ Thi' would beth IN,n!.>'n libo'nl valu.,. in ~n

i""",...ingly pol.>n>e<! politico] ......... Ind givo 1M 11' • voice in block polibc• . It WOtlld

II"" militate 19ainst the on.lough! of ' p" rtMid 1~.l.hon whi.h.lt w"'rr;u<"d . by IrnIting

III bllcko in 1M "me ....n........ wa. .... uring · ,N, they "';11 vore os. blod w~_"" they gOl

it Ithe YO,.].....

The more cunsen'.ti...., party lc.>dcn ' N n:<! tho vi. ... of ' p&n l>eid as du'onistic in

the ..... 01 dccolon isation; "",",vcr, Ilwy SO w ,he lP .. formed In ,.,IM ·,he 1 function

of • pol:tic.o1 potty. ",!tich was to win "ver the Whit• •kcIor.~.- Tho l im cl the lP,

accordi"g 10 vire<hai'p<n,," OocOT Wollhcim, wao to~~ U";t.."'Cl Party as 'M flOw

·mJddl<o-of·~toad· parry I" So'~ th Atri""" politir:s.- AItad<> O"·!he U' from both Iclt l l\d

right. foo W., lU,d m , prowd ,I\< political hel lth of ,he party which 0;" a"y «m.... 1 01"'"

11"," ,he Sou,h AllY"" 0.... w~uld be <q;ITded .. I •...fe' Pl rty with noIN"g atom;ng In

it> ptUfOloOls.-

"Thlo romf""!ing vioions 01 tne ""lUre and funct ion III tt... U' ° " 'hich w w w U'

11I"",,,«oly "' 1 p,edomi""nl1y whit. poIiticll party """"""lnti"l OJ> elccao.....,,;ng. or IS

I ",,~l o' g. ni...lion ol'"rati"& pnmari ly in bllCk po]ltiCllllik . _ . nol ronrndictory.

Fo' much oIt"" 19SQ!, 1M U' O..,.,.I ' ed ;" bo,h .p......... thou~h wi'h growint: ~ph...is 0"

.. LP P'P"'5 A/ 1671· m1m·!l«1 4, r .... Brown: Sou,h Amgon ljbcr:lb. nd ,l 956.
- B.olling... paP"'" A61 0/ FJ,8,2: U': Canv...rr. NOl!:1- nd.1953.
.. !lIIlllng<1" paP"" A410/F3.l: le!>!;' Rub;" in M,"UI..., Ca~ I"rovinciol Commi ll"'"

U.........ft• • CPCI. lSoH)· l'154.
.. Wollhcim: Mem<>°lndum o p..:iL
.. Ibid.



".

Rrgionill d lfferen~s wilhirl the Liberal Party.

n.. debol. o~... ""tra-pa .l;"~t.ry ..rn~;ly Inc! the qu.lificd i,"""hi~ ",-as at On<" level

a di 'pute <'ver 'lI"'regy and tacti",; "" ..,.. it . Iso llowC'd from I d""f""" d_~ 0"''''" tho

""ru", o f lib<1"ali.m. The d omi ...nt w within t~ U' in it. R", "",nth. ...... thll it ·. ..as

• poliliCill vehid e 10' the continuation and d.......lopmM. cI 'Hofrneyri' rn,' l.iolung up the

partially ."""mrnodal<' block poIitic.1 demand. bdo ", i, WI ' l<>o 1. t•. The 1I'. Marg. ret

a..llinger ' IgUN . limed to "".t~ ., W""orn otal., maintaining W"'tcm , I.o.ndu<l. ...d

booel! (In W"" " m val"....... I" primal')' I...k wn ,.... odUUl tion o f while '"0'''" ..oJ 1M

"""",lUl l winning o f POW'" OT, .1 1"",1, inn"""",.

In con"..... pa rty rad icals and InlCllc"CIu.l••rguN tN.t Ow .....i.tance mov"""",,,l is

COf>C<'i vcJ in l~ spirit of tb<-r. l i,m lbu ll with •• tho Tt'jecti<ln 01 • p"..iV<! , 01• .- AJ. such.

they • • ;erl<'d . t .... Ubi".] Put)" . reI.> should 1><' in suppot'l 01 ~ l'nOXI.... ,. A....C

....d..n}llp In<! ai mN . t "",int. in;".,. liberal valu., in tho Congrn> Alli.nee. Tn. Ub<'ral

Parly, tile! arguc:d, ~hould """f'I!OVff de""IPp . !>lKk n><1Tlbo.'nhip 10 •• 10 give II politi....1

wrighl arid 10 cour,tc~ the' in n....""'" of tile Ccngrns of Dcnv:>cr....

The dmninonce of the Cope \('.d""l'Iir <'Nu"",,, thot tl\(' Initial focus of hm ol oclinty

"'•• not b:.ck politics bu. the ...!tile poI"liament. The intemol <'<Inflicts of tile 1I' """!~ o n

thc en",," bolorw:e tile pony . hould .trib bctwft'fl tl\(' ImpeBti of w.ck h tu _

porli""""lla ry political deveJcprnen" and Ihc ...!tite poI"l"'menlal'l' .re 8y til(' lime tt...

party hold ill 1950f N.tioNI COng........ lhe party .... . dft'i'ly divided . Opposition 10 the

d o"..;....nt .new. of the LP~ operated at • number of diffcm>1 kv~l. within the l P.

Aclivi.t. in . n throe Divi, kl"" e>ocrtc<l con. iderable pt'eUure lor polk)- eNng.. in cr<Sor

to /~<i l iUlte m-<>pcn lion with lhe Ccng=,." and to d",",lop bl. c\< pany membm.~.ip.

.. B. !ling....' Addm. op.cil.. p_4.

.. Leo Kuper (1I' N.tal Chairpcrwn~ The B.!<~v9und 10 Pan; vr l!<:2 jolonq: " ...
a . l.tio... Journ al lOU) 19: 3. p.18.

.. No-"ClolU'" changed from Conference 10 Ccngr... in 1954.



'"
CrUS-'OOI> pres.ure from . clivi't> d illO'fed f<'g'oo...l1y. ,..o<'<'ll~' both n.... diffem>l pobh"al

/or<'" conlron"ng the", in ~.riO\l' . ""as• • r>d W diff<>...,.t .~tegie< Iht-y d ,.....Iop<-d fo r

I"""'....ting lh . blKk rommur.ily. n..;, """,,,nd, how",," fo<u.>ed on the francl\i....nd

tM U' begun by ooci.I-d""""". ';': mcmbcn &lINlS' IS soon IS W puty hod bo>om

,,"unched .

I. The Cape.

When the U' ...IS 1.uncl>cxl, the Cape Divisi".. wo. OVOl'Whelmi"31y 1TIIId<> lip of >uppo<t...

of M..g• ...., Boning..... It al", included a ."",n numt.-r oj TT"O><e .>dielol IT>01Tben. 1<'<1 by

Jimmy Cibs<ln. who portkipolf'd d i..ctly in \;a<k polilics in the wnt.... Cape. Ciboon

sUPP',"ed univt'n.Ol su/fr. ge Mod extra.porli.l.lN'llt&ry action• • rod was . higMy significant

figu", in the lP as the rad ical . cia: on the N.boNl and Ex«Ubvc Cornm;'ten." H.......

suppon«! by journ.ol;s.~.. Hjul. and young... pol1y """"ben su<h u ;,v.rn.oli$\ Bonjomin

1'cgTu:>d_ All rejKlI'd the -adulo lion of the Ioad"",hip' of lho cOTly U' .nd WOft in

mnlinual conlli<l wi'" the Cal'" Provir>ct.ol CommiU""."

The Cape radical" w l\ilo calling lot un;.....) sufl,.~ and ..u'·p",llam.."'t"y action.

W<'f'> ah o ~<"I"<'cly .nli-<ommuni.t and allod On ' '''' lJ' to ..p1ici~y "",-one: ,,"v"e

....1t'tJ"i... and a clearly eopillllist omnom;c progro.~." Capc r.dic.ls eolltd /or c:o.

opcration with the mc and porticipabon in it> eo...paigns boe. u.... IS they u w it, "r><.

rommu nj, \." " p"' bcularly in SACOD - w.... tryi"i 10 "c:ontrol" O;;nvt".... In order 10

pursue hi. bolt~ with SACOD, Gibson w. s nomiN ted a. andid.ote in L'>e 1W0 Cope

Western N.ti~ 1t"'lC'CTlt.ti~ fl<'Clions of 1954, opp»ing Ii"'t b y AJ.....nd.. and,

followi ng h<'r q,ction from parliament, Un lft-w.rdm.

Giboon'. el«tion plotfonn was boSC'd On . nli-eommunist . tucks on 1M SACOO

.. lnte!"ltew wit" J.T.It.Gibson (1987), tTOn>cripl p.1.

.. CAMP: Int.....'ic!w wit" re<er Hjul Op.clL. p.8.
.. lP pal"'" Ati671 ·ml.....Retl 3: 1.1loerno 10 M,lIollinger, 2O-7·19St.
.. LI' pal"'" A/ 1671 -mlm-RroeI 5, Minutes: CI'C 1-6-1955; interviews wit" J.T.R.Ci'o>on

.r><! B.Pogtund.



candid. I...; . uch .ttacks. G,ttoon "'POrted. '~I do wn well" "'; th "'''IC ....'I'nbet'I .uch . ,

Tho""" I"g"'....y• • nd Joe !'.'ko!lo .OO !'.'koUo hod be<-n • 1T'C'mb<'< of 1M C!'SA . nd .....

Oc"""".nc t....gu~; "'ith ",me COrb•...:! fanner C!'SA rneorbcn, NUllo "'i<'clt'd th~

mulh..bol i.m of t.... Cons..... All..""" .nd 10"" joif\ed the l P. Giblon . nd Hjul ........,

. ....,.., of . '};umcnlS wilhin the- ANI: o vo;,r <:o-op. ...rion with 10.......... CPSA member>• • nd

!hi' relo'<'d di,pu\o: o vo;,r mulliraci.lism ",hi<h h.>d b<oen I"'rtkulorly no~.bk.o in C'pe

Town." ..... . 'Clull, Gibwn' , ~1K~on pn:>pog.~ ""hoed t.....nh-<t>"""" ni. m of t.... "'-":C

Youth Lng"".•rguing' '"!'he lim'" ""itt is • flft ..,i<~ . h i. not liod 10 .ny for,,;gn

Gibson .nd hi••upponell , "'ernplCd 10 WOO tM C. pe W"'l1"m "'...C ''''' y from il$

u""f/ici.ol .upport for SACOD c. ndid. "". AI t.... heighl of Il\~ ",",ond election in lot~ 1954,

Tlv:>rno. Ng.......y. .... . banned by lh~ go",,",""""I. In ....ponse. Oboon wroll' • "highly

confid t..l· WIt.. to Ju..itt mini".. C.RS",. " ""l",",'ing \hot Ngweny.'. bon be UtN.~

Gib>o;ln r<'d S....n th.t .... op po;ecl ''''''ny ..~. of your GoYMNTll'llI'. policy. OM

lhing ...~ hoy~ in <'Ommen. howev... Is • haln'd of Communism . nd . ll th.. di.",p.ion it

....... ns in the politico! $CeI\ ~.' ~ LP. Gibson c\oirned. w•• ", trugg ling .g.inst • po_oful

mochi.-e" in the Cope••nd IN, bon (... hich Giboon . nd hi , SUfporlCn had previou.ly

...ur<'d Ngwc:>y. would not bo ImpoS<'d II .... voiced .nh-<'Cmmuni'l ",nlirnent.~l hod

depriwd lhem of . n .1Iy. Gii>oon cond uded hil . ppeo!, ",hich .... Ignored, by .I.ring'

I ha"" "",de il number one pricrity in my 1if~ to ,,,,..h Communil! in r.ut'nt't
. mongot IN, Afric.n people .nd ...."" hod • good do.1 of .uem.. The One "In'
do minance of Couun uni,1 1dt'Ology In !he Cape Western.1U i. .. thing of t.... post
.nd /or thi. we in the Wbo.'1'''' P.ny ha"" been lo'};cly responSlble ."

While Q bson Iound . uppon for Iu• • nli..oom:nuni,t vi~... from SOme >ectiono of th~

Cope ANC, it wOO Insufficmll 10 o""mde opposition to u.. LP f...ncl\ioc policy or its

" Gibson: Ba!2!! Op.<:ll. January 1954; I.Boerne l<I M.Ballingcr. 29-6-1954; ;nl"",",w
with J.T.R.Giboon p. l l.

" In101V..... with Git»on . nd H jIll; I« chapin S.
• Uhr'" N~w. 26-2·1954. :>.2.
~ CAMr R~l 4il;2:CU,,1/ 13: J.T.!l..Gibson kl C.RSw.n. 6-IH9S4.
.. C AM P 1!~1 1 0A:2:YHH'; 1'<1.". Hju l t~ I.T.R.Glt»on. 1~'J-19S4.

~ CAMP Reel 4B;2OCU ,U / 23: Gibson to S"'. n. 6-11·1954.



pa"y program""'. ~nd beg.n developing tuck membcnhip '" tiv ·.,;g"t to t/lci,

&>mand•. 'll>oy a' tem p' <:d '0 d",,~or a ha ne" ,tn><tu... in black lO hips. ar.:: formed

' 1'1 <lI1· Mncan Cap" Wn",m bune" in 19~ ,~ In .......peing to win ANC ."pport. tt.. Cope

",dk.>l, .ucc....lully propos<'<! • """,lulion .1 the I~ Cop" I'rovi~1 Omgn..... ""lIing

on lhe.- l r to lake "all p"'''bl••"'po" 10 co-op•.,Il. with th<> A."lC."

In ron""'~ ,"" Cop" I'rovincW Commitlft was ovnwM lmingly II'la<!c up of "'pp,xt....

of the 1953 policy !I<'!ll.......' . ond wu incca" ngly .nlipo\Ml;c IOwards L"" ~""I•. U'

~". itp<'l'>On Oscar Wolihoim a<!vi>N Marg."" \!.oiling... tNl M wu "pomo"""" by

Ilv> il'lCl'.'''' in bl"cI< pa,ty memb<-n• • nd fr.n:<! lha, " die.l. w.... "~"ing il wil" •

pu'J'O"'.... A provincial commj, lC'OO member co"'FI.inrd of ,he klwcr rncmben"ip I"", paid

by Afric"n members, "nd no,"" th.1 "C ib!on an IN<! " is 1\,)110.........nywl>= _ III""'}'!

could . " , ily oul",,'" us.·" An=pt. 10~ C iboon 1",1'1' tlIo Commit... I,,~ t..,wc"",

t«au.. hc w" Uk"" 10 "'f"<"<n, African opiNon . nd to boo "one of ,he I.w" Commin..

......mben ;1'1 IOUC" will> black C1"nion.~

11. The Tu n. .... l

Activi... ;n the Tr'n$vul worlwd ;1'1 vny d in....... . poli!i<:.l rondilio... from tho CaF<'. Tho

U' w.. booed alTTC<1 ""d u.l>-..Iy ;1'1 Jot.annnl>urg . nd lIS surrounding ."'''.. w" ;c" w• •

• IK! lI>. l\(o.dqll.1nrn of lI>c ANC and of SACCO. The I'rov.nci.l Cotnmi~~, in rontr.. l

with ,"" Cop". ur" nimou,1y r' jeclo'd \he qua liflod mnr;hist." A 'lr'o"! body of Opir,~h In

lhe Tn",v".l call...:! for porticipalion in "'l:'I'pullamcnwy .otivity, IS w. 11 as d<'IeIicn 0/

\he .n,;..,.."""uni" 0:\1-"... from ,he party prinrip\t'l.

7hc Tnn.v"'] U' was ""m'N'd ;1'1 by \he prohl=tiotI of poli\ica1 C,&. ni"tions act;v.

In JDlwlneohutg. UP candid.'.. co"'i."",~y dcfe.l<'d ihoi,L." oppo......1S in CII)' Cou nril

.. \!.ollinger popen A. 10/F3.1 : Minuk":: ere 29-1-19~. The Cop" Wos",", bn....t.!wI
W ..........

.. l r P'P"" A/l611·mfm·kool 5: Minu,oso Co?" I'rovincial Coogrea. 30-5-195-1.

.. 1J;oUingl'f popm M 10/B2.11: O.Wollhoim 10 M.&ll ing.... 1!>1'19$!.
"Balhng",. papen Ml0/ !!2.1I: H.l"ittman to M.E.allingcr. 2.,e..1~.
.. ll' POI"''' AIl611·tnfm.RcocI 5: Minnt..: C'C 1-6-1955.
~ u- pal"''' A/l611 ·mfm·RccI 1, TPC 11-11"1954.



'00

all""'pling '" to-Op""" ~ with 'M ANC. the LP had fir.;. 10 Co-n hmd with its hoolili~/ .:-<1

SACCO crtli"' '''' SACOD /ocu,..-d ' lIrnlion on lhe 'lu.hfu>:l f,..""hi....nd the proocriplion

of ...ID-p" .lw..enlary """M• • r>d ,n 1954 published. J<onSlhy boold" which IlJted :

To talk of u.ing only "p>,h..""",I.O'Y" rno:1ho<!. is to ~Ollhe mav........." /or politic. 1
lighl!! in !IUs """ntry as on<! rot ..hill'S .Ii)no,; for IlUs tommunity . 10"" ha.
p.orliamenta'Y, pow<:< •.. S""'I\ Atli",n libonl. mu.t .hed .ny illll,icon IN. !he
EUI'Of"" N wI bring hboorty 10 the Non-Eu~... TIle Non.Eu",pN'U will
"""'nOpo,e lhemS<'lvrI by their "wn politi<.al 0dI01'IS,·

The U' N liol\llUy ,...hibited consid...obl" mi,tru., 01 SACOD, and was """Ii'" l(I co­

oprnlion b<'tw""" the or-g.rri""lion•.A~ from SACOD in 1953and 1~54 fOF' joint

wnpaign . g.l..., .he ' polk" . Ia t<!' being mnslru<1c<! by the gOverntnO'fll _ , umm,u;ly

"'ic<'~ by the U'.~ The T....n.vaal LP sought to to-Op<"l".te willi the block CCrgrn.... b ut

not wi th SACOO. .... . =ull, the LP withd",w from T.......,. Huddleston', W.. tem "'teas

ProI..., CommiIl1:'e follo wing a di.pu'" w;,h SAOOD as 10 whollw:r the me . nd SAle

, hould be invited ' 0 join the CommiU.,.... U....bl" to co-ope:.,ue wilh the black CongJnsel

01" to penetr<lte b~k a",... tho Tran.va.ol CDmn\il~ "'d tho .truggle lor cm.&n 10 ~"'"

1953 policy ..,tt\ement. A••uch. il b«:,."... the> fO<'l>' lor n mlin....l crilici>m from potty

lead in lhoo Cape_ Whrn ' <>:k l...",witz ",,&-,niocl a 0CTies of public _ ng. to P'"omow

tho ,y launched U' in 1953. Mary;Ufl BoUing.... lIaoaod ~ll to be ·doubtful about

Iiv:' wisdom" d .uch meeting.. ary;uing Oil I. !'IOI the> normal pl'O<'l!d" re of po~.-

As a m ul l of poli tical ",ndilion. in 10Nnnl'Sburg. "'" r ransv-..l Divi. ion 01 the lJ'

Ill""'" almosl immediately 10 alii.""" fOIilics, Sl't'king to C<>-Opmlte on civic ......1Ien with

tho labour Party, UP libn"al••uch u City Councillor lad< kw-sen (w ho Ialer jcin<'d thr

U'J. and lho Black Sash all<'!" il .... lonnod in 1955. Having \<:lI the Wn tern Area. Pn>....,

Comtni""", the Tran.vaal LP in 1956 formed W Civic VigiLarlC1! Associal'.on. The

" ",oeialion ..... inll.'nded to l'<id.... lho bas.: 0/ cc>-operaDon on civic bs,~ to include W

Congrn..", the Fedenlion of South Ahic.on Wo""",,, and Other organi",_ , in an

• SACQD: The Thf<' l!l£!1l'lll'mple 11 9SU. pp.l6-24.
.. LP papers AIl67I·mlm-R«1 3; <Om'<pondence bet>v«I, P_Bey'""""ld and J.~.

1953-1954_
.. Advan.. 2S-3-19;.i, p .l .
.. Bollingtt P"P"" 1\410/ 82.11 : M.Bol1ing.. to J.1_owilZ. 27-7-1953.



umbrf,lla body wtuch would mcnitor 1M impl"",,,,, lanon of apanhrod poli""" by 'N! L1'·

ronlf(lll"<'l Oly Council. Oi, pu"" _ ..... ..."..,..","' livcs 01 the oliff....."" 0'l,n,,,,, ,io...

"Thr mooI . ignifi....nl prt'SSy, e f<>. cllang. from party activi.ts can'IC fr,)m Nala!. n.. ""l.Il

Division. ini,blly concen ,n trd in r irrrmv. riabo.lrs and Durban. Includ"<'l~Ii,u..,ch U

Han. M6<;lnrr, and social-<lemoc.....uch a. Lro Kuper and Viola i"" Junod. all of 1M

Univrni'Y of N.tal. N.t.>l also indudod au.hor Alan r .,On. initially a . ul"J'Ori<'" of 11-., 1933

po licy ..",lrmrn1. and Petot Brown. a _ a1 lhy young f. ......... (and fiu""t Zulu and Xl\o;a

. p,,.k"'l of Slmila. p;>!i!ic.1 view• . Bo' h Brown .nd P. ,on rnovr<l with dcvclopmenlS in tI-.c

pan y . uch tlla' unde ' lhei, lcad.-rship. N.tal assumod n..io....l l..delSNp (aftn 195<.) ov",

a radic.ali"ng . nd e. ....nd ing U'."

0l'J'C"<'d bl' ,he UP. ,he u bo ur r.rty, ,he ""'....i" •.il! e Rion·Fed",al rarty >lh.ich h.> d a

po licy "jut! Libc..l """"gh" to d,.,.. off po l<'nlial U' .upporl'", And la,ot 1M Ar.~·

Rcpublk an Le.gue. A. a ....uh. ' ho: Nat. 1Division e<>...itlm tly proJuccd the WOlSl ....«10'01

m ull> in tt.: U'." In conlrU 1. it .n~ the Ira. ] conr1ictual ..,l. li on.hip wllh ' ho: ee..~.

me"'o""",t ;n <h. cou.nlfy. Nnol "",,,*,,,,, argued tha' ~ n i.tod room f<>T both 11-"

Congm . movO'lnm] . nd • ""....acial polilic.al party. fullilling d,li""",] tu lu bu ' ce·

opmoti"! do~y. Leo Kuper kd 'ht Ll' Into ro--opcntion wilh 1M NIC. and LI' ' pca""""

addrnoed NIC ra llies In 195-1 a nd 1955."

Thi.....ultcd 01 one level from the d ew pmon.ol rclatio"'hips bctwttn sorr<c Ll' ml'tI'Il:>o...

• nd A1bcft LUlUli, Monty N.ickc:-r and otho;Tr;. Mo", . ;gnilkan~y, tl-.e LP had d,lOCt ac"".



10"",;or Congn:>' """"ben Ihrou.,:h Selby M.i~g. ~ loundi ~g ......",m 01 the A.I\;C ~nd

the LP, ...ho "'as NI..I A."IC s.c...la'Y III<." 1951, MoilNng " 'U ngO'<1 In<'<:ting> bo""..", the

AI" C I nd t.P in N~..l. .nd a<!v;""<'! Ol~ L.P Divi,;"ns on 'mod"",W m c 1N&n L'cy

l hould .ppl'Ooldl,-

In 1953 Hyl cinth 'Bil1' Sh<'ngu. • Durban 1a~ . nd ,u.;C r-:I !io.,.1 u<'CUlivc

Conuni ltft momber. joine<! the Liberal P. Ny. The U' .... . 01"" lupported by DuTban A....C

""""bet f,.nkIin 8hMIgu . ..1>0 >VT(lh' to Peter Bm"'" s..ting:

I n. k!el l .., can ..n..,;, no pu'P".. . I . ""'rnber 01 the Lb<-n l P'rl)' . I can definb, ly
be 01 g",.t~ 10 your pony .nd mi""... I hber.1 """"'ber oIlhe A.N.C. in
I....... 01 youT plrty'l I"' li<)',-

Jordan NguN wfl;·kno...n jou"",lisl ..1>0 i"""'"';hgly opl"'lod "'NI he II '" as

<C<nJTluni.1 d<>;ni tion 01 the !.NC• ...os SY"'polt>enc 10 the U' in the early 19sc. ..hi:•

...... ining In ,u.;C m<'fl'bcr. Ngu1:>a"" .Hendod I ..,-;,;. of A.\lC/ LP .......tingl in N...) in

1953. II ...hid> 1M tp mel with soni"" ANC momben inclU<li" g Albt-rt t Ululi. M.B-

yent.... ..nd o,nen.-

und the Cmup AIe.. Act. Al 1M fi~1 oflitial """'Ii"g bolwcm tP . r<:! A....C

"' p ti""'. Lululi oritiO<ed the 195) t.P progTarI\IN! bul lnvit~ the plrl)' to «Hli"""' lI>

with lhe mc in undonol<ing • survey of fmolIold ''"s In IlOTIhom N. ..1. 'tho t.P. ...ith

M. ry OI-Ip'" of the InslilUh' of Ro~ Relatio.... sun>oyod the IN"'lOnod «>mmunilin . nd

publ icised lhe thlEl t 10 Cha,le'ltown, lhe 6..1 Iarg<'lOd ',". Bot"""", 19S4 and 195(, t.P

""""bets undonock tou~ of lho' ..... wilh Al'.'C mernt>ors including P.M Iirnl.~lu . nd

Dcomlhy Nyeonbc.R In ....Iy 1957. the t.P . nd A.\lC joinlly f<>rrnod tho No rth, ..... N~la l

African und~. A...,-.:;iation lNNALA Ill> c....li.. n;osi.lanu to the """",·.Is."

- s... t.P paP""" A/1 67J.m/m-RoeI 3: p.emwn 10 WStanfO<d, 27-5-1953; A/1671 _mfm-
R""I 1: Minutes, b"""live Com.m.i~ I""",.fl,... ECI. &-12-1953.

• LP piP""" A/1671·m/m-1l«1 4: f-Bhengu 10 Nollil L.P. 2;!-9-195-4.
• LP po!"''' A/ 1671·mfm_Re<'1 3: M,nuh'l: NT'C ~Dece-mbe-r 195J .
.. Bailing.. pi ...... AUOfB2.11: M,nuh'l: NPC 15-10-1953 Ind " I\u. ry-M. y 1956; LP

POP""" AII67I -mfm-Red 4: I'.M.Bmwn to E.V.M. I>oIN<l . 24-3-1954_
- Boning.. POP""" AU O/Fl.3: M;nuh'l: Nr'C 5-3-1.957. For delll il on lhe "'~ALA. ......

Peler Brown: ll'S' tiro.1 forty: A Chw"2logy ..nh Comprnl Rhodes t.:ni~<'fl'ry.



'I'M LP ~I>o had a<cl"f» I<> the IndioI' rommUnily. The col~P'<' of tho N.t&l lndi""

Orgoni.. lion. .. ronsero'.live bod y ;o>l up by fotn'I<'T NIC Ieodon in di.f.YOu, wilh f. nd

doposed bylthe m,,,,, mililAnt "'.ick..... nd Oodoo, gove the LP .n ,,"In.'e to middle-cU..

Ind i. n I~~' in N.t&l. M."ilol Condhi. edit"" of 10.1.... OJ:t;~"'''. ,uppcrled the LP .nd

invi ted porty memb<n to wnte I..d.....rtkle> for hi. pumal." The LP .100 m:T\>iled w.ll.

known Indi." mod....l<'S . uel> •• E.V,M~ .nd Pit Poov.lingham." Aoc.... 10 lhe

Indi.ln rommunity w•• hi~heT e.oed by r;n>wing co-operllion with the NIC. whkh

i""".oed •• IndioI' (Ommuniti... c• ...., und .... tl>"," flOm the Croup Area. Act.

implOvcmont in 1'I'1orion. over the inin..lIy hostile re«plk>n of 1953. with

· mi. und....llnding. "'moved.... N.I.150<11' btogan to m:T\>il bLock porty mernben• •nc:!~w

in.i1.o by.n '1'1'",,1 .v....ge 01 60" b<-lw",," 195011nd 1957. Al t)oo, end of 1953, the N.t&l

Divi.ion h!ld 8 bra nches ("""" th.n oith<'r the Cop: or Transvaal) indudlng AlIic.n

bn"""'" It Edend.le and 1"rT in Charles,own. By I.te 19501 N.taIl't'f"'rted I ~ inc~....

in bf.nch.... including IndioI' bnnc..... In S..ngCT .nd elsewhere ." In 195.5, tho N. lI l

Divi.ion~ • poid-up mornl>cr>hlp of 424: which ro mprised 183 whites, 128 Ind..".. let

A/ricaM . nd 4 Colou",,:h." In Fobru.ry 1955 Alan P. ton WT()\e 10 Marg' l'I'l Ilolhng......

quorying tho predominantly while ....,rnb<-l-shijl of tho LP in otller .rca.,••king: "D<l you

kno w that OIl r P.rty ha• • l!l:tR .ppe.ol for Indi.n, ?"'"

Despi te the rclalivoly good ",I.tionl be.......... lho LP and C""t""'.... tn N. taI, COng.....

~"" ronlinuod 10 criticise: tho lI' programme. LP~.... In N.taI, altho ugh i,.,;tially

.upponive or t)oo, 1953 l<1It!l·ment. ",v..lcd I dilf"""'lundenllnding of tho role! of tile lI'

from that of tho ""lio",,1 Ie.dcnl>ip. PelCT Brown I>Id noted ,.,.rly in 1953:

C"'ha....town 1985.
" LP popcn AIl671_mfm_Rft\ 3: M.Condl>i to M.& l1ing..., 7~1953.
.. Both """"in polirically ..nve in U'C 1980<, I'ooval,ngh.am ho.ving joined t~.e

Prog"",.ive Fod.",l P""y .
" LP poper> AIl671·mfm-RceI 3: N~..I ~, 3011-l~1 954.
.. LP popcn AII67I -mfm-RceI 3: N I Rep:>rt, 30/1-10-19501 ,
.. LP pop:B AIl671_m/m_R.:d 4: N l report. S,3-1955.
" Balling.... pope" "'410/81.11 : A.PIlOn to M,BallingCT, 26-2-195.5 (....plIa.i. In origi""U.



Anything _ . d" mu,1 ""ve 1M tonfidcnc~ of I>Or.-£"I'<II'"'""". Certoinly anvtt~ng

pohtical. Until we ""ve got somo1h',,& tlla t will insp;.., tho'" confide".. we Wwld
probobly be belt.., no, to ....n ...

In ....p""'" 10 Cong=. cribd,m of ,he U' programtnl'. "ol.i l advised !he U' N.t:.~

Commit",," that if the pony w~ to i"""'.... tit bl.id mombenhip ;1 would -NV" U>

n... 1953 Na'o! I"n"rin6a1 Cons..,.. p"..ed ~luhcN ca lling fer "reguLor consuhation .•

• nd ... <oll.borabon" wi' l\ b~k Drgani..lioN, I'IOIing:

the Pany "". ro"'tilutlonal """'lIS at tIS <1.01"'..1 • Ihoy do not, To . ok 1N:m to
transf.". lh6' aUegi"'oce ho !he U'l _uld be ..........ly to add insult 10 injury.'"

By 1954, pres."'", from ><!ivins in oI1th..... poori)' Divls;ons /O<\Iooed on ~"""'nd. for

uni ven.ol sulfrav and on end""""""", of ... tra-p"rl~Tl'\('nta'Y .""vil)'. I'rnsurt' a!$O gr<:w

for doscr co-op;n tion with !he bl«k ConS"""'· n... Cape l..d...ltip"""";M<! oppow<l

10 too c1"... ",lalion' with the me. and ...;octod policy chonV' l imo<! 10 faal i"' ''' «>­

op""'lion. Above all . the Iead""'l\ip oppooecl (.iOn, /or!he dc\e'J un of the C~"W con-.milting

the U" 10 constitu tio""l ..... n.. 1.<'0 Marquard 018...«1:

In the lace of """lilily Imm put)' '..d..... Jock l..m wH.z ~u"'" to <>TE"";'" futth<-r

U'/ ANC """'ti~g••• r<! .ummari..-d tho fto<>1i",. 0/ oo th. Tra~.~ul.nd Notal U' fI'lI."mben:

I am ",luC Il~1 to Ilk. th.i. much. funhc:r pm onolly, bocIu"l I w. IIOt hippy W~L~

tho . tI>tude 01 lN~y rnm>b<-n 0/ t~ N, .ie....l Committee IOword. tho A:N.C. ..
eq>re..ed I t our LOil _. """'t;~g. 1 m:ogni'" lhe d iff~l ti.. arising trem 1'""""""'litr.
di~ Wltl\in lhe A.N.C bul 1 am a f"'id l/tI.t ><>me of our rnembcn a n I
diYide th.i. from a proP"'" I pptf('\lbon of tho N. loric !tile of lIIe ....N,C. 1 do not
.....1 ",.lilied in opening diKU..ie... Iglin and arryi ~, t""'n on funM, until we
!\Ive clarilied our own bo. k I Uilllde tow. rd. the ....N.C..

A new Iiber;dism?

Prets,,", from aetivi... for policy ching.. WI' linked to In intel\o(tuol aitique 0/ the I ~S)

plrty progr l mme wNeh N<l I......~hing effect>. The U' I\Id been 10......... In Opp<»iliol'l

.. LP pipers /1(,71 ·m1m·ReeI I: l'etot Bn:>wn: Not... ?Mueh 1953.

.. U' ['Ipen / 1671·m1.... ReeI 3: Nilil Rop>n. lO/1-1().1954.

... U' papen AI1 671-mfm·R..s 3: M,nult'!: N,III l"rovinci. 1 Congreu. 7.1I .19S3, p.l.
OR Marquard pipers 1ICS87 £2.71: LMlrquard to ""r,ton, ro.l1-I~56.

OR LP pipers .../l671 ·m1m·ReeI 4: J.I!llCowiU to '.8o<-mc!. 2·2·1954.



as the> -o!>viou.ly pr.ctiClble and ",aso""ble all ......live •. It .. e<senrially the child of

hUm.:>nity .nd oo""""n """"'.. '" U' ko..x-rs GlIliod on I.... PO"Y to oli"" its.olf bclore

boroming involwd in i<l<-ologi"'l and f<'lilicill ,",nln. A"'n P"on t not<d:

U~li.m is not an klwlogy. II .110... a froodom or thoughl . tId opinion 10 ito
memben th.t an idt.'Ology don MI . llow. Bul so.... of our memb<Ts w"'" """"
idcol~c.n y inchnod t""n otl>cn....

Aclivi'lt . nd intell«tu.ls togflhe, .lto<UcI the 1953 policy \.eI1ler nt• •rgui~ fOT an

inW'P"'lalion of hborilli.m in tune with the UN t1<'c"'~lion '" Hu n Ftigh" . "<1 . n

a=ptonce of the logilirru,,:y of non_violmt e.IT' ·p" rlian'oO'llla ry lKtia. As _ ""ve ........

• lead ing figure in lhe debate w.s o.n.topher Cell. who 'upportod I = I tion of. nor~

communi>! and nonr.ci.ol pohtiGllI puty ....t re/u>ed to join t LP boau,," of il>

commilmenl to par li ry "",.ns, whiCh he sow "' ". d«1a~hon of iN<tivity" '" Cell

. 1", coIled for <»<>1' llon t>:<w..... the LP . nd SACCO. . .. ling:

I entirely del""'ate your.conhnuecl boonle wilh lhe far Iclt _ [it is .llu,ury. to statt
• laetiONI struggle within the all·l(I<).w..,k moVm><TIt fo, libotlllion agailU~ tl'\ol.c
su.pecIt'd of ComrnuNsm."

Cell developed cJoo.e co nlaoelS wilh SAlC.tId ANC members - ANI:. volunlftn ". moe:! h"

coffin al his fu......1 in \95S " and wrote . """m of . mdes for jcuml b and """"l"I""'"'

which u'ged the U' 10 recogni... the liboToi lims .nd mc1hods of the ':ongrn>c'\. ar.d 10

m-tlp<1'lte with tI\enI.

Cell Ind ot ...... party , ad ic.Jb s~ thot the Congressoes Nd 10 be f'OCOlnise<: •• \No

repreoenlati~ voitt 01 bbck poIitic.1 opinion. Moreo...".. Cell ",p.>ed.

Since Il>e decla~ Congn'" poli6e's libenl in principle. this r«o&nilion sho uk:
be without qUllifi<:.Iion."

Cell .rgued thai the U' should play two !Oks: "educating While-sul""""'cist'- in",

... L Rubin Ind O.Wol1..... rn: To TIcK lntornted In lib<-ralism, LP nino ~.1 953.

,. Alan P.ton: Journey Conlinu£<! (Cape TO\O"TI 1%111, ",121.
- '-'rpen AIl671-mfm._ 3: C.Cell to O.Wollhoim. 2lI+195~; Sft chapter 7.
.. lbl .
.. See C.GeI1 : Adm !p liberal . m: hOllinS Posl 4-7·1953.
,. Marquard papen BCS87 E2.2): C.CeII : Som!: ImlTK'<!iftr S=JC2torons for Lb<-r.ll

nd.?/UM 1951 See . 100 .bo"".



changing 'Mir voting p.o,t<ms.•r>d cre. ting • politicol """'bng grour>d for block . nd

",hi t<' " Thi. ",os .......:tert'd impoo..ble by I.... ru,he<l fonn>.bon of ,.... U' . nd the 195)

The mbque 01 Lf' pol icy "unche<! by liber.l in.ellcctuol. 10<\1.00<1 on I.... $.I"'" in u,..

",tuch pony _ vi,t. propooood dcl<1ing or .mending. c..ll <Tib<ioed the 195) se" I........., 10.

"e1ev. ting; • polibcol " cp 01' lO<tic liM qoulificd franchise) to the 'IOtu. 01. ' pti""ple.-'"

The .... in fO<\l ' of cri bci. .... I..."",v.., lola< the LP commi.....nt.o pori iomcnlOty rnc.n$. The-

pony ko.denhip arguod .hat .n existing dcmocrOlic SlOt< ",a. in dang.... of king

di. manlled by I.... NatioNli.,• • r>d .houkl be pr<>I«Ied by consti.utioNl ....,.,... ,.. Ubcnl

<Titics .,.rted rather from lhe point of vic '" ..pro.......:l by 1M F....... 01 ,he hcight of the

constitu tioN I <Ti.i. over Coloul'C'd di"nfn nchi"""""1. . rguin, :~ dictatonhip is I..",

.Iready. The fn'Olubon io in the p........ of being oomplried."" Leo Kup<1" ntended Ihc

intellectu.l critiqUl' by arguing:

The- gool of equal ity i • ..,... lr~, 01 ' M $.1m< bme lI>t means fot it> reali.. tion "'"
denied. T",o of the basic ten<1. of • d«ro<ntlC """". '''p«1 for the 4 ", ~
""p«! for consb,u!ioNI prorodu........e.he very in<Iru""",1s by ",hich donli ....bo...
I. .....' n.o;""". Domination IS rool<'d ,n I!Ie ..nctity 01 the Ia",.'''

The- critique 01 libe••li.m both innuenced and ad".nced lhe p""'ure e><11ed by pa:-ty

octivi"•. The und ....lylng theme 0/ both "'a< • different eollC'Cp'bon of the ",Ie the LP

.hould pl . y• •nd Ihu. of the N tu... of liber.li.m 11..lf. !lou. actIvi,,, .nd in,0I1«I...1•

• rgued .ha. libe••li. m had 10 be nonra<:!.1 . nd vnquolificd in . ppe. 1 and applic.oti(Jn. Cel i

a.l«d M.,g. reI IIallinV' in 1!I5J:

If we cannol .bow that. ,,,"uinc White liber.lilm tvo1<cs • E~k Tnpo..... have
we .ny ju"ili",tWn 10. n i.ten<e a< a SCPO"" PM!y?'~

The 1954 Nation.al Congnss.

Ubc<al P. ny rad i",l. and intellectual• • ilT"oC'! 10 alter lI>t 1953 policy ..ttlement '" •• t;>

n. Cell: Not Xn op.ciL, p.13.



ac
put the lJ' ""'"' in step with. ,!'Ie C""gr<'Ss mo~01l'I<'nt and 10 f~cil i ~l~ lh lI",wlh of b:. ck

porty membo"ltip_At the 1954 lJ' Cong...... I ...,;... of .....,h"Iion. w= ",'tole<! calli", k>r

uRi........., sufl .., ... 1M n>do....ment 01 ""1t.-p".lia""",..'Y ~l:i vily. the d_!~, of •

c~lr «0"""";< poli<y (with reoolul icns ailing lOT both . commitrlW'nt to s.oc'4olist and f,,~

lhe 1954 Noti"""lCo~ t>oa_ • •how do wn bl;tw..." .he lJ' I..d ltip and pony

am";"'. n.. pony lead.... ........ d..rly u" i""'PIn>d fe. til " ••ng.. of i en which .hoy

would ~ cN.l1engod. The BollinV". teo M..qu.rd. DoJu,ld Molll>nO . :'>d othen d ,d M '

.ltmd the u",gn,... I..";ng Lesli" Rubin and o.c.. Wcllhe1m 10 ,epoe><Tl' IMiI' s· .........

Despi'" the f>,lent of the r~k.l rnliqu... ails /or pony unity Ind loyal ty 10 M. rg. 1'l.1

Bolling.... resulted in & vi<:1ory lOT lhe J>3f1y lHdenl\ip. R.>d icoJ. from dlli....."" r<gicN

locked ro""""'u. on ...,,,,,mic policy . ...IOtiON with &.., Congrns mo_t. the "'!II'..
of e>olt.-pul" """"'ary amvi"", lh")' supporlod, or><! ' he de\e1k1n of .nli-<omtnunis:" fn,m

.he ""fly coc.. litution. n.. only i..u< on which \hey.gn.'<'d ..u ,tot de""''''' for ~ni~

suffrage.

N • Tftult. the only <,,",nge to Iht pony Principl...... 10 the f...nchi<ot p:>ii,),. All'"

a full oil)' deb.o~nS lhe is...', t!>c> party n>dor><!d a <tImpmn'li<ot /onnula whicb ai...ed ll>

achieve 1M rnp:> nsibW participa lion of all Saullt AfricMu in zovem"""'l and
dmlllCl"atic:~ of lhe a>IInt'1, ...., to !hi. end 10",1t'fId It.e ri~llt of Ir....chi:.c
On the fII)tlUnOn roll ll> .n ad ul.' p"'....... N II ....y be imptaetio.~ 10 in..odu..~
univenal adult . uflras, IrTlmO!du.tely. ,.,...., lfa ",illoNI~ ....y be 1'>OC"....'1 in
wllich il ....y N brought aboul in . tog".'"

~ 1954 In""""" poli')'. in rif ed, w a> a <tIndi~onal uni........llr.""IIi..,. ' ''J'lki lly adop lod

•• "" onlr MNIIS of ..... intoining party unity Ind not Iooing til, parl;"........uf'J ~"".'~

On 111 olher i..""". "" party proS"''''''''' """"illO'd a> il had bo"n.~ Co?, kid,,",

presenl eo."","11y dIow'!he oo."",,,,IoIIS tl>..oy w",~ 10 ....;.,.,. taI~ Rubin " ploi""'­

10 Margor'Ol Bollinger lIlal wilhou t "tlu: biS gu"'. p""""l 10 driond 1M 1953 "'tIo1nm',
"I'" f1.ndli.., deri,lon w" Iltc> boll w, <tIuld aol\in< in 1M cira""'una.... RuNn

P ' LP POP"'" AIi67I-mim'Jli,cl I : Mlnlllt't: 1954 Notional CDngte>', \1.1_1 954.
,~ !lIll,ng<" PO P"'" A4lO fB2.1I : 1_1\0..-..,,, to M,Boll ,ngor. 16-1-1954.



nra"-"gitally gove way on .he mnchiw for two "'...,N ' 101. 0"" ..og< i. looked "ft}'

m lJCh like being aduU .uffrl~ withou, any telO'I't'f>Ce to on in to1'im period of qWllif>ed

mr.nclUw o. 011;' mo"""".... Rubin orgued . ' ..N. io mo", imp;>n.on. is tN. _ 'lOJ:'ped

deletion 01 'd""""'OlK and conslilulio""r hom lhe obj«'to.~-

The porty lea,d.....hip rq:o"'ed lhe 1954 Congreu U 0 victory for Ih<:-i. view<. and

""",wed all. for lhe developmtnt 0/ !he pony bu"'.ucrocy In~ 01 ltimive id<oologiul

debot.... o.ur Wollhei m do>manded 'leo . ..ofOing about on thew ....tten of <1""";"" ond

theory"· .nd ll>",o"'ncd to ' gel lou gh i/ . w,th<'d In d..le<tie>" . t W .....t ~obonol

Commill<'<' m<'<1i ng'~ "'.'11_ Ballinger deornb<'d I~ 1954 rr.nch.l.., policy os "a colleetiotl

of non"",..," but one that could be Slr<'l<""'d to include W priflCip\<' 0/ ",...lilied ,uffrage' "

According to William Ballinger, ' it i. on 0 qut"lion 01 0 /onnola.-

The co....."'.live Co pe !"r<>vindol Comn-.in.... on lI>e OIller 1'uInd. rq;.n:Ied llw fleW

tro""h.l... ~i<:)'oo '. depo."'", from lI>e principles u pon ..hkh the P.rty ..oo fou~""

U' c.ondidote Pel... 0....1... " OS in the mid,t 01 On el<'Ction campoign for the Cope Cil)'

Council when llw noliONl congrns too.. ploce; will> llw suppon 01 lI>e INjority 01 the

ProYincia l Committe<', I-.e d<cided to is''''''' IN.- ..... policy ond continue q mpo;gni,,! for

o qualified IrlnclU..,. The Cope Commiltee decided t1'uI. il COIlld "not ocupI th<- poi;ey....

The only Cope .........bc>n to oppoooe lI>e d«Uion were Pel« Hjul and ttl<' two

..".....,..... tlYft of ll>e African Cope Wft tern bfondl, which w. Iev""'" W new lfanc!l;w,

polky ond u""nimously di"OCioted itself from ,'''' ProYinc;..l Committee deci..on....

,- Balling.. papers AUO/82.11 : L.itubin to M.Baliinger, 18--7,1954.
'" Balling'" papers A41 0/82.1I : O.Wollheim to M.B.oIling lQ.9-I9S4.
on Balling... papers A410 / B2.n: O.WolIh<im to M.B.ailing , 26-1Q.19S4.
'" U' POP'"" A/ltJ71·mfm.lleel 3: M.Boliinger to J.Botrro., 22.7_19S4. S<o: 0;,0 J.tIo=ot

to L Marquard, ;0.7,1954: 1&llingerJ feN tNt this is sufficitontly wide Ond (:In be
ron<trued to O>nwn tI"~ princip~ 01 qua.llfied frandU..-"

'" Balling... papers A410/0.4: W.B.olling... to c.Gel1. 1&&.19~.
,. U' pape'" -, / 1671_mfM-ll.!el 5: Mlnu!"" ere Special "'«ling. 14-7-1954.
,. Ib id.
" . & 1ling.. papers AUO /F3.1 : Minu,,,,, ere 29-7-1 954.



an anempt by ·I!'Ie "'U el<'ml'nl- 10 · push ou t lho mod~"'I"""· Accord,n!: 10 0"" mombt'r.

"b)' talUng this . tand we ""'y be abl~ 10 g<'I rid 0/ U... ","""unis, ga"l\.- 1h~ Cop"

....d~''ilI;p funhormore c. lIod for I..... T' onsvaa l !'Tov;1'ICiaI CornnUlt...0 be "d ,"'ti(JIlly

.herod."'· ()su" Wollhc1m noted thol lhe Transvaal ...,..~ und.... financlol obl;v'",n 10 the

N. I",,,,I Commillee which -weakc1>. tl>ci' position·, . nd all,'<I on the Copt 10 send -a

Margal'C'l Ballinser was a<!v;...'<1 by El"'n HdllNNI of the SA!RR Iha••he 195oI 1ranchi...

decision ~ convina>d any liberal ·w. ""'....• to . lOy willi .he UP .other lhan join tI>c

LP.'" The Cop" Ieod.... allempted 10 """"'; . 10........ Torch Conun.ando lead<1'> .0 tak 0.....

lhe T'ansvaal I); vi. ;on, .NI 10 thereby "';n 0"'" liberal> who had """"ined in tho Chil

Right< tzogue, 'ho SAIRR and elsewhere.'" Le<lie Rubin and o,hen boogan d;""'ls>ons wi.h

Lalx>u , r. rty "'I""""'t.>Ii..... , rga r<!ing 0 p""'ibl~ """'.... whidl would allow the T"'....vu!

Ieo~,,"hip question to "be fai. l:' ~as;ly solY<'d ..... Osca, Wollhc1m latei' (OmrroI:n'ed'

If the Joha nne;burg .ide of tho !hing h.od been play"", properly we would ha ve t.lC:
Ellen HeilrNnn and He..... Suo"",n an<! lhal CTOwd conung In. In<l.": of whic~

Joel< IwcowiU wbo was.n n -eommUni• • lea,;: in and kidnapped tho wbole .hing
... . nd ,"" more ...&!oon.obl~ CTOwd hiv<d off.

Follo"';ng lhei' viclOry a••he 19501 Congr..., I"" ty leaden d ''''''ndod tha"h" franchise

. hould 11<>1 be tai....J again fo' five 0 ' . i, roars. '· They "'P"0hld lhe call 10' N.tioNl

Cong........ 10 .... only bn>od poli'-'Y ou~i .....: the d. ...il. o f LP policy ohou.ld ·etys...llix"

out of pa,liamen tary ' P""'Ches." Morg. rn \lall;n"" threa tened 10 ""'ign If I~.e d LSpu ....

,. Ballin&<" I"'P"" .0.410/82.11: J.llo<>me 10 M.ll>l1ing..., 16-7·1954.
•• Balling.... P' peT$ AUO/ D2.n: H,Nll..... n 10 M,Baliinger, 16-7-1954.
,. Ib id .
.. Baliing"I"'p";' .0.410 /82,11 : O.Wolllu:im to M_Ballins .., 9-3-195" .
.. Bal1 ,"1\'" POP'"" .0.410/ 8 2.11 ' O.Wola'<'im 10 M.BaIli"ll"" 3l).9·19S4.
'" Balli"l\C!T paron .0.410 / 8 2.1 1: M.Ballin"" to I.Boern.:, J2·7-19St,
.. 1la11;"I\ef papeT$ .0.41 0 /82.11: O.Wollheim ,0 M_BaI1inger, 9~1954. 21·7·195", If}.

9·19S4; ..... also .0.410 /82.11 : M,Rodg"" Not... on It\(: U~..[!X. 19-6-1 '15(,.
'" 1Io1ling.. papeT$ A41 0/B2. 11 :0.Woll~";m II> M_BaII;ns... ).1f}.19SS.
'" In!t'rViC!w with Osca. Wollho'im U911n tnnscripl p.5.
... U' paron AI1 671·mfm· R«I I : O.Wolihc1m 10 NC """"ben, 26-11-I9S4.
.. Ibid.



'"
o:ontin u<ld; 1>01' .upporten ;ugu<ld tNt

a/leT 15/16 Y"'''' 01 m inI'; up I puticul• • point oS vi~w _. M I"$.Bo l1ing<1' fi f\d'
","",II in '""~ dilf;culh.,. w"""' .~ is ~<pe<Iod to cl\ln~ the ound wlu<h . 1><
has alw. y> IOken ,;(> tho, it may bo in <ol'IfoM'lity wilh II>< eor.~. decision."

MOVK towards a u dic<l1 liberal ism.

5r 1955 the librn l ra rty Iw:I ...""hod I point of 'la'''. ldcologi<:ll ' lI'\lggl-.s continuO<!. '0

rack the Plrty• • nd MI,g.n:l !I.I.lling...«ur.~lr ""'ltd thai .~ i. no naljorl.!l pa rty _

the'" Ire ,....,., "'S"""" >' . Ich doing • 01 .......... to il bPs!. without ~id.o~ o. contrnl

in the .... ,101" of eilht'r pttnciple of p. oelke.· " The eo... Division in puticul.or ..,rr<n<l

d~ divi<ion be!Ween con...,."..tiYCIIn<! rodie.b. and by lhe <"tId 01 1955 WI' "parl lys<>d-

with bo th oid.,. having withd r;own f",m active parbopa tion In party I clivi ti " In tho

Transvaal. tho L.P fought . ""'"'"' of~t~... wilt> $ACOD ....rio< .. 0_ tho W , "'''1'0'
campaign; nationally. the U'~ withdrawn from participation in Ihe BonN Educali.on

boYCO" I nd tho CMgr"e'$ of Ihe People campai gn."' AI . ,."." It. Cong<... hostility, whic~

had~n to "'"1'1<' during 195ol. w.. nmowed.

through the Nl"ALA. Di.pu!t'S 0"" \he porty progrlnune ",oroi'd as I'''''Y A<livi>l.

effecth" l)' ignored etI",tiMio"",U}''O/Nhri ll<'d strictu . !/$. The party beg... deveOoping I poIk y

calling fe. ..d iC;l1 IIncl ·rodistribollion, .nd ,n eco""mk policy wlli<h I!1TIpN.i><'d w..l~"

rodi.tr;bution .n.~ the "",ticn of . welf stalL". In 1%0, dispul1:'> cvn !he fnnchioe .......

"""'lved n th. U' fiNlly .ndc....J u ni~ l sulf..ge.

n.. poIi,i""l impa_ which ....."'ed tho U' in 1954 w.. .....,lV<><l in port by Morg."'"

lIa1lin~s ....igN Ocn ., party lead •• in 1955, eompLaining lbol sho w., "" rncro INn •

"><Kal1ed Ie.d",- .nd tha ' hcT poh ti<al position "is being d.maged..... Her """"'"".~ ,..

.. Ib id.
,~ M..~uafd PO P"'" BCS87 E2.62 M.Balling'" to L """I"n d. 19-6-1954 (emphui> In

OrigiNll.
... l P POP""' AIl671·mf....Reo,>l S, C' P" ~tt, nd .1956.
~, s.-, ( kap .... 8.
M> M....qu. rd Pope'" BC567 E:! .62' "' _Balhng", '0 L M'.quud, 19-6-1954.



zn
suppcm .. t>ec.omo: ~...nv~ in LP pcliliocs. and w..... illCn'••ingly oUlI'lummod by

young""', more •..1 ",<11 """"be".1ho N. ..l Oh i ,;"n, wh;ch had ,,"«lively 01",-""", . middle

, ouroe through l~ dispute; ",hich ..w lht T...nsvaol and C. p" Divisions pine<! .g. ino'

each od",', . ..ulTll:'d .... li" ....1 loodC'l'Ship of l~ .... rty and '011<'<1 1M ·""aII.."" of d octri",, ­

to be pl. ced in ·cold storage:'" Tt>e radic.oli..tion 01 lht U', which ,"".. the 1960 lP

programme ""_ ...,,ly dif~nmt from the £,«</"", e MUtT, ft'<ull1:d .1 0... 10",,1 from the

conKiou• • voidance 0/ ;n~"",l .n·He t'nCOUngcd by the new party Io.d..... Mort

.igni/ic. n~y. howe""., !he lI' alt.. 1955 bopn 10 confront Iho question of how to bring;

about ch.oflg;e in Sou l!> Alria, ."d to "'ilor ilO p>l ido"$ "'" .clivih .... to the .ltO inmcnt of

surn <h."se.

1ho L ber.1 r arty wn N>li ly foTTnl'<l in ....poll><' 10 poHtiul d.....,lo~ lS In the whi..,

porli.rrenlAry .p"""', rno<l ""tab ly tho' 1953 g....".a1 el<'Clion ""011 and the emerg"""" of

the UFr; the inl1~ of bJ.ock e. lTa-parliaml'fltary p>libcs wu , ignilia nl bu. kos.

immediate. Martin l.<>g. ..ick h...~cd 'N ' the l P ,"'U unifWd "no, by any po;ih ""

vioion ._ but by "'8"h... f.e tor.; oppooilion to ....lion,oli..... and communism.... II «Juld,

howe....... be . rgued lhol the majo r unifying wao oppooition to raci.ol d '''<rimi""tion. which

brought together people "whooe viewo may v.ry fro<n lnle-b1ue """"""'.tive 10 outrighl

"",;,.Iiot:"' N"""th,l..o, the LP w.......1' doeply divido>d 0"'" the bnt me.", 01 n>di ng

racial di"<rimin.1ion. . nd the nalUre o f the 'Y'l<':n whlc:II ' houk! ..-place it.

lnding party """"berJ, ' 'l'''!d thot the party w•• ' 1' emb>di""",t 01 the old up"

liber.ltradilion " """t an e. lf.nmu. ~Ih but an nomrially South Ahic.an prod U(~"'"

lJ' policies wom:> J'«"'niM'd on the ""lion of nolutional)' d .....e\opmon~ I'or M.rgot<1

Ballinger,

the policy 01 the Libo:ra( P.rty iJ ' 1' nolu tional)' JXlhcy .iming at tile ~;.e
widming of the field of 1""""11.11 liberty for all l<'etions o f the populatIOn.

'" lJ' papers A /l671·mfm·R«1 1: MinUln: EC 26-1 '19S5, quoling Alan P.lon.
... M. rti n ~• •sicl<: 'Libo:rah.m, Soclal Control I nd LiMIIion In Soulh AInu ':

OMNfII. pape<, Urnv ..,.;i ty of Wlrwid :.. 1977, p.a (empho... L.. on gi...n.
... lJ' 1"1""" A /1671·mfm-R«-I . : Pere< Brown: South African Libe'!'!l. nd.l 956.
... Ballinger: Add,,", op.tiL
'" Ballin&<,,: J.ibrnol r . rty Op.dL. p .l .
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Th<' eV<llutio...ry g",wl/> illh.....'nl in lib<:1ah, m wu con l«l wilh the 1't.'V<>lu tionory g<>o l.

of «I""""ni,m and the ma.. f"""our 0/ ""1"""'" N'i"",li !loth were ""'" to I~ 10 til..

•ub"",,&<"rOI:e of ind iyjd""li, m in a'C'I\ori~ of roa! or do... and of the indIvidual to ......

. .. te.

liberal, P""<'nted lhe 1953 LP P"'l.'T...."".., •• tl>e pIOduet of te• ..,.., in con tra,1 with

the emotional lIabollalism of ~e N. tional ist P. ny and the ANC, orgui", lhol "emotion .nd

prcjud~ Nve In<> 011"" .nd /ot too Iollg bo>cn . llowed 10 hold the 'lage .t I.... "pense

of ....."'n.nd I~t"" More blulI ~Y. AJon Paton no ' ed thot the pany wU "nol . set 0/ well.

intentioned lool. ,""'ln 1953. howev........... notiom of~luhon .nd gn<!u. li.m WOft lorgely

in•....:hongeoble. The mos t mo, 1<cd ..hong.. in the L bC'Tol r . rty .f~ 1955 was the

reploct'mt1\t of st.".. on the i ....vi..bility of graduali.m >vi.h con. lot rap id 'mo..iv..

evolution.""':2

The U' in 1953 wo. a wlU l.. parli. ment. ry party >vi,h polidn tailored to gend y

courting ' , oci.1 whi~ electoral... The LP, in the "Y'" of Ad...""" w. , ". 'IOn of political

lmtiluk of IYce RcIoho"',"oo The LP ptog"m"", coiled lor the gndUllI " """Ion of

e";>'ing do:m<><:r. tic pro<n"" to 'civiliM<!' blocks. For LP l..cIen, libetoli,m wo, "'''''''iaUy

o Eurt>pC"" imporl; blacks hod to be e<! ucatt'<! into ito "",c~..... ond philooophy. In otdC'T

to effCCl (honge, the l r i..ued 0 'SO"""" Chollcng. ' to the UP to l ibcTo1i~ its

progro"""",a, ond COIlIcs.ed Iocol ond provincial elections. As ..... have """'. 110 _ , the

LP .tlro(lr<! mc:nbcn of >videly di~lIt polilical viewpoints ond persf'K~v.... Alan

r oton, whil" " 'Setti ng IN! political fN'l'ifao of l J> """"t>cn. noted thot 1 wje w~, on the

whole, 0 morol set of creatu.......'" Accct'ding to r .tet Brown, "many people who . tat1Od

the porty w..re l/>"", 10' , to pu t it gUlldly, lI\01'II1 rea"",,' ; thei, ......,n<"rOl:e in the LP

how....... toter<! l/>cm to confrollt qun liom of ideology ond .mt",,".'" A5 . ""ult, the U'

... Ballinger: ...dd..... op,c!~, p.•.

.. Advaroa 11-6-1 9~, p.•.

.. s.., below.
'" Advaroa 14-5-1953, p.2.
'" TM Slu 12_1I·1~. p •.
'" P. !OII: Iou1'T>O'V op.<i~, p.60.
'" In tervi ..w ..i th l'eteI Brown, 1'.7,
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U' 1Nd arglK'd INt South Amca ..... . dm>o<:r.~ie S«iety under irnm<di.t~ Ih...·.,

from ....bo Ii.m, and • 1""11"'-''''''' lht<'al fmm <Clmm',nis",. A> such. they "'&""'<I IN!

""hit~ South Ai';", h.d ,.... ""i""',ibilily 10 1Od"". 'r u od in<Ulcu r 'ci _;hscd' standard. of

pclilic.al practice and p,o"" .. into ,.... blKk pcpulahon. and grO<l..llIy dra... lhooe who

",ached the req..;mll<~I. into , 1.0 .< stnlClU..... , Margo"" B.ollinS.... a rgu od INI W LbeTo.l

stond• •p in for what 1M upc brought ;n,o Union· . II'ied policy and. "n<tic.
w kid .. app..k-d, and wllkh 'pP"'" 'g.in, to .n tho!e P<'OPle who believc tN.. ;,
10 the doStiny of .I>e Eutopnn in So..,h Africa 10 ntabh." and maintain the
principles of Woo",", dvih..hon and 'N' I>e can only do Ws by ,haling thom."

Hoohko to e><tr.·porlia""",lMy action. pa rty load.".. insisted 'N ' tho> only orde.ly ""'a... by

whick such chang.. could be brouSlll abou' ..."'"" po .I"""",...,.. which ....Uiled wioNog

whi te volt'S.

rarty rad ical. and IntoUoau.ol. ",jc<1ed .he di~ link dr."", btlW..... lib(orali.m and

parliammtaf)' gn d ...li<m, J".1icu4rly in the South Ainun mn''''''. Leo KuF""" . 'gued thol

w hill' d<"ll'lOC1'alic praroC1."S n:gul.ok!d wllile Sou !h Af,;con society, lhe; r function was to

OOCIlre and mai nl.l.in while ...pnmacy_ 1he non nciol ",aliulion of d""""Cnlic val" n would

oubvert !he ....lire ,trudu ,", of ap"rlhcid. A. a mull, KuP"" argUf<!, whiln wtft und",.

p'('' 'u,", 10 abandon libc!"al val.,... ' wllile II 10 a rnon, IIw Non-Whites _ tNt _ find IiIe

ol.o u"""',11 and moot u...,ompromi.i~, uphold"", 01 dcn.xntic values."'" C".riolllphcr~IJ,

dCF""'CI.Ii~g !he ' .......n.' clauor: In IiIe l.J' co...tilution, pointed out INt ·wN t 1. demoxnlk

In IiIe wnlem """or: i. 1"0 1 1'lfCt'>5olrily C<>I'\51itutioNl In Soulh Afnc.s.-

Al a . tr.lcgic level, IN> di'puln w;dun tN> l.J' centred o n lhow a. pect . of IIw party

progralTll'l'lC w hich Nmpcrcd tlw pow!h '" black party rncmbenhip. AI a~ 1......,1,

ho~, ",me party rad ical. and inlcUeetuol. colled lOr an undcntandinf; of libc!"a li.m

.. M.Ballin . R£.vival o f tlw Ubc!".1 T, ld·tjon in The I'or\lm June 1953, p.a
... Ku per: l< und Op.cil, 1'.18.
... C.Cel1: 1he oliO' o f the u",'fal P. tty in The Stu &-7-1953.
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Aftiun hbo,.lism, il w<os 'r;;ut'd, wu its .ppro.>ch to " <'\' "'''rio,,,., "be<:.u"" it is in thi.

held tNt the mo 51 ""rious "nal>Oollmont> .... ~e on individuill libeT1y.- From this

penpe<:bve••crnrding 10 N l' , P""", Smwn. "Lib..",ol. an: found in th" leading African,

t""i.n and Colour<:<! C""g in u.., Cong=s Of De",oc..,s * . the S.A. Lobo". P.ny.

in some mel. un""",o, and • lew w;U . ....... be lou,"", in Cen<-n l $r.\ulS' o ld Uni!ed P.ny,·'"

From tt..ir ""nnc\.l ",.rting point. p.ony r.dical> '~od lh.ot \lie holl..... tks 01 South

Afric&n [ib"..ali,,,, w .", 1>0, .." by p.o.li.....nt;uy gradual i.m bu' by ""...vio!en t method•

• nd ,.,.in.na' to \'>.1"'..... n. ,ioN h.m and to Ctlmmunism. AI 11>(11, thry .rgu<'d, • bl.,k

liberal rollSriNtncy ol"",dy ",c,ted within tlw Con!"". rna........... t. A«Ofding to tl'

member kn Hill.

,~ i• • great de.l 0/ the bborol .pi'" in the p""......1 non·Eu...,~ Ieod....hip in
u.., liber.tlOn movemomt;. M.lny ""' d ilodpl.. of the non-viol.." todU'lique 01
MI N.""" G.ondtu, o"",ly tho....,,, civilised I. d .ni" .... for. lit>:nlion mtlV.....,.." IlI<o
world "". blown? In '" 1M .. these ""'" . ... pamols of, the ir own $«f.on. \hoy
.....y be CCTTlPO rW. ...,Il!. lhl' ~ldet Hof....,.. , a thor than ..,lh Dr.Mabn.'"

Cell .Pl""'lN 10 thl' Ll' to · , u >!a in IhI' lConS""'l ~adcnh;p in its h ilherto hetokal1y

~li ...t refu ...l to y;.ld to punly anH· ...lUle n.olioonolism." llIe U', Q,11 arg.oed, COUld off.....

"'"CIu rces . nd porli.o.rnen tary a= d c lriod to lh1' blKl< Congr-.; TTlOt'e import>.~ lly, h

shou ld sln!'nglhl'n liberalism ..Itrun thl' Co~S-"" in "Pp""ir;<>n 10 ....In 'TTl. ....1i~n.o1i.m

and to SACCO, ..... at .. !TonI fo, white «>mrnuni!IU-'"

In Ihi. conlext, tile pri""';pol dl'bal. In the ....rly lP carne to f""". On the qu..lion of

e tnl ' por liament,,}' &ctivir/. For a>n>eI'"oIalive U' memben, ...tnI.~rli.......,..1}' aclivili..

~ a>t<ri& led with ilJ<'ga1il)'; for pony ,adic.i., they~ tile only rneans of dev~lr.>ping

• black liberal ronsIiNency........ \he;, pretl'liet 1II'1r.. 1he ronservalive elem<:nt held , way

OveT IIIe direction followed by l11e Ll' in IhI' 1953-1955 period. AI the grne lirne, however.

the inl<'lIec1U.11 criliquc Ie<! by Gell, )(upor and otIIM. g>l"""'d fOm! wilhin the porI)' and

gave adde<! weig hl to call, fo r U' a<'!ivil)' 10 focu'.1 Ie.., ~11}' On black poIllir,. A•

.. 8",wn: liberah op,cit.

.. Ibid.
'" LP POP"'" Al I671·rn/",·R.:el 3: C.lt.'iill: Umalion MO'T"'rot• . nd.?19$5, p,2.
.. C.Gell: Advice ' 0 lit>o'ul, !11 in henlnl Pott, 4·7-1953.



Pel... H jul "",«I,

in tI'e old sd>ocl tI>ty ""uld _ , 1 thi~ Wl lhi. ;nle!1ectIW fo:nnenl .... .
building up &nd they h:nded to to....... .., it I think tI>ty w~ vuy .ympo,hetic ill
many w.Y' but w;"' l ~ol l y Up'CH h<m wao w~ It bet." to 1r.... I... ,nte oct....
"";01'. I thi nk _ ~ ~"'Y u n/. .. in 1M oms<' tNt wC ....... wry IIOn"""p'llOW
o f ,hom. I thInk wro n&ly SO in l'l'tI'O;J""<1. but we wo:n: very impatien t and " 0
worktd ~I ~vely 'gainst them....

U' radical. in the ttuft Divi,ions ...l.Ibliv-..d "t.n und '-"'«l>'01 link' wid' . ocll ether while

g.ining in"""sed "P'''''''''ta tion en pro,,;ncio l <t>mmiu........ At \he ..""' Ii""" they t>eca"",

;~.ingly involved in blKk ""....roots work in the Vigilo""" Asocci. lio... set up IQ m i"

imp~l.lion of the Group Areo. Act, in the Wnccm A",• • comf";gn in JoNnnnburg.

A$ th<' activi liH of po.rty mrmb<.-T5 .11"""', so did lheir profile. In 1956 ALon r.'.... .nd

Loo Kupo1" ~~ with .dd......;ng • black _ ng wh"", did not comply with

mul'licipal O'Og\Ilolions. and p>la lOOk the of all who attended ~r ~1; Violoi""

Junod ond U' wcr<t.I:y June $omen _ ~!t'd for~nslr.bng ' g.inst tho Cl<to:noion

of PM>n 10 women. while U' Org• .....". r.lrick Du"",... who ;::'inod 1M porty in 1955. wo.

choorgod w ith ",,"";"g Qu"""'lOWn location witMul • pmrUl. Witkin ~ LP. d ifl.......,..

OWl" ~ contenl and di tt<;t;on 0/ pu1Y OC1ivitios _~ <OfI\poundo:d by di ffermcn 0 _

poiiti(.al style, .. 1M c.~'. Pot<T H jul "",",~y dc'>cribed:

We Nd tlU. blckroom for Afrtcn tn<'mbc" 'nd ATden Winch Ill' tn<'mbcrl used
to tu rn up tl'>r:rc , t lunch~...... I nd play 1M clarirct. I nd 'II 1M Afric.ns used 10
turn up I nd hI~ 1 big ;:llly. The Ballingcro w<)Uld be klving' meeting ...'" door
' nd gd tcmbly upset. nu. i. w....... 1M di vi.ions bog. n to bu~d up bet\o<em 1M
.,.l.ObTi>hod pocple and tile neWC'Ornen. We !hen l ot oul to lIle IOwtlSlUpt....

The e.rly yea" of the U' wtre r1<ed by considerable intf/mll lI:n>ion. Party I..dtn

depm:a1ed lnempl. to radial~ t U' ptogTI"""", choTlCleril ing radic>l. "' politicol

;~tt""" NatioNl cklirpenon (loc• • Wollbeim odvi""'" M.org.~ Ballinger 10 ignore ~

rad i<'al>. arsuing tklt ' one i> lJ"'polheti<.nd undentonding. but one goes ..... .. own w¥y

wllich. In t.... ond, lkey will follow"""" \hoy CORMt do witllout ....- Nonc!lle!...,

1enSion . lncT<'a><d• •• dncribed by Peter Hjul:

'" lnl<1'View wilh r ",.. Hjul (1989), p,20.
... ibid.
... ibid ,. p.•.
... 8011inger pope'" AU O/82.11: O.Wollh";m 10 ld, ll.oIling" , 2~1955.



".
we'd h.I"" lhe5e rommitl<'<' ,moclOng• .."d c"","" ,,"'ouW be Jimmy IGibsonl. Ml""11
and 0 .... or two oth<n cauSing all llu. rucku', I'll ""vcr klrgC1 ono ......,rung wtwm
Tom Pn<;" bl..-w up and ..id: :If I ,,: ',. S""t1"""," Mr.ClMon I'd punch you On
lho~: It ...os <!u,~ • ""'...'c pt"'iod ...

The growing focu. on bla<:~ polti<1. by rad ical LP rnornbcT. Ic<l P."..."'\; Duncan a"ll

lord.... Nguba.... l<I join the party. D\lncan hod b<-<o..... in=..ingly hosble 10 the

"""",ulli.t inn""...:e he .... as "";ve in Ill. A.o,;C and in S"'COD. and brought 10 \he U'

an owrt Cold Wu anbpathy I:>ward, an ' u' I""Wd of communism. Duneon ~V<1'

openly stoted hi. oppo<ition l<I both I.... LP Fra""hi.., policy and the ."""' .... clau.., ....d

SOOn ~od .. the dominant ponon"'iry in I.... C.pe l r. A......ul~ the U' C'NOlIod •

growing numbo. of young... ,rod me... radical whil' ""'~. while black ~'Y

mcmt>e-..hip ;"""'..... IIoI rion.aUy. The "",in ...ult oi lh..... diff=ncn WI' l'>at • pohti<:ol

separabon lOOk p~ within the LP. The two w ings 01 1M puly Oper;oled in dill..... '

._s, and with dilf<>ring ;nlt'rp<'l'labollS of party pohey. Whol . ppeol'Od to tho J'T<>"

ConS.........w. paP'" Ad""", poli ti,,] duplicity wos in f.el. f<'lI<'Ction 0/ a fun<!ammtal

division within the I.,P, Ad « d""";b<'<1 the LJ> as

spe.ok!ingJ one tong" . go to I....ir E"",?,.n ."di.....,.,. and anOlher 10 N",,·
E"~ns_ To U~ EUI"Op".ns tht", is .I"",s on the g.,...low, t~. rescn-.bO....
provtSions, inlonm .....li/icaboM . nd $0 lorth_ To . n African .ud~ u...... i ,
Milling bul a bold denw>d ler~.l Tights, including the righl to vote.'"

Lcgassiek. Robe"$On . nd Rich """" .11..,.,... t .... LJ> .. ,'''' eulmi...,icA 0( whi~ liber.l

' llinking and activism in the IWftl,icIh "'-""tory.... Leg.nick h.. argued lIta, the LJ> w.. ar,

~sicn 01 a hbe,al impul... ""';"IUuy rcncc-mc>d wilh ""';.1 wlt.Jl~ beh<...-.d Ie be

en . ling democratic v.l"".; in ronlrasl wilh ,.hite d....-..:v:tats In SACOD "C'OfIC. m«l with

,he cr"'~•• 01 demotT.1ie val""., with the transfo"""licn of wl\ito or f. sci" do.......lion

i.t. d.'m<>cacy.... l<-g...i<k dncnbed hi, d j"inction .. 'crude' and indOl'd it ig_ the

f. <I thai both SACOD and lho l r 'pp".W lor while ' ''PP''" by . rguinz: tNt ,..isling

d"",oculi.<: .IN<IU.... wore Iring di. mand<"d by lhe 1'<1'; mo...,v... ;, ignu.... the t«'ry

diffcrcn, """",,to of lhinking wilhin th: lr. Tho lr....ro"""lioft el the lI', . nd the

... ibid. p.s.
'" Advanu s-3-1954, p.2.
... Sot! chapleT 6.
.. Ug...i<k; ' lJbe.. I;'",' . , .< il_, p.l. (""'pl'l.a.i. in origi...;).
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......,luOOn of • ""'~ t.dic~l libet. II".... co"", pl'>.'Osely ...ith 1M '<n;'la nc~ by IUdi...g U'

mcrnboTs th. t . ...~ • .., nol h ing in • d""""",. tic sod"ty:'~

of South Amean >Ocioty by the '(:hutel< cl.use: ' n . mond"""'t 10 1M N.ti~ Lo ws

Amend"""'t Act which im..,.,ro • limit on lhe nomb<:r of blocks . 1I0...ed 10 (Cm~, :o in

whit~ • ..,. s. r . ton dccl."'<i himself willing 10 defy lho tow which ,""'a,cnN to proh,!>"

the tight of AI';", ... 10 . ttend chute"'" in while • ..,os• • nd coIled on the l r to f<>llo...·

soit.'~ By tol" 1956 the ".r1y l r Ie.d rod lheir "'Ploc<rncnts .....,'" d ivided by •

fund' '''''''lally din""cnt pm;p<'<'\iw on tN> N .., of South AI"". n >Oci01)'• • nd tIw: bes l

""'. ... of " ....nging it. The diU""""",e i, d e.r1y e' p""sed in an ~"hon&o of letter. berw""".

Matqu. rd·. PO" " ""'" renewed call. lot \!le delet ion 0/ tho: ·me. ...• phn.." M..qu. rd

a""'N lhot . 11 . &1'<'1:'<1 IlIal apotlllcid wos 10n<1->"",nt. lly un.t.ble ond could not I..t,

Divi.iont • .".... he "'g'~ed . bec. use LP "",mbe" . llowN their "oncom with """",io... of

when .nd how l"" ' )"S'Mn would go to over·influenco . n .......''''''''1of whot tIw: role of

• libo-ral in . uch • si",.. tion should be. Underlying Marqu.rd·. lou", w.. the conlcntion

thot nlra·porlio."",nt.ry action ...os the polll foilowN by ,hMo who 'aro Iom '<f 10 t~jnk

in to..... 01 revolt .~"

Fot M.rqua.d. tho boJie promi'" of libo..li.m wos acc-oplanco of \he <'VOl ulionory

. ltOiftmOnt of • just IOcicty:

It """'" 10 me \!l. t the 'policy' of a l,be••l is cloar: 10 . tato his belld in \he
attainment. by ......,luoona'Y Pro«'UOI. of . iu' t . nd «>mmon >Oriety. a.-.d Ie try to
con""'" othots to thot belief. The evolutiona ry proeM' by no "",a", n clud .. .
•odden btoak-down, In fact. histOT)' is lull 0/ .uddon ""'.k-dow But • lib<:ral
cannot. I belie"". a..sumo or in . ny w.y <oont.na~ wo.king to rd. Ill., ond •
not boc;au it is un(ooshlUtion:>I. but bccau... It is I'IOt a ",.1 end; it is only .
viol""t which d osll'OJ" w~ lho l,!>Of.l hoF'>' to construct. '"

M.rquard ;"';.t<'<l tNI IlI0 task 01 the lr wu 10 p<'tIua<io wh ito vot".. of the need for

'" Salling ... POP"'" .o.410/ B2.11: A.r . ton 10 M.llallinger. 21·12·1956 (~mpho'" in
o,;gi....U.

•~ ll' POP"'" A/ 1671 · mlm· Rocl 5: Minut"" C. p" r rovi....,;.l Congr~'" 11·11·19;7.
,~ Marq...rd PO P"'" BC587 E2.1I: l.M.rq"'.d to A.I'.ton. 2O-1H 956.
'" ;1>;.1 .



chonge. Dolction 01 the .mI'. .... (I" u'"'. he "g-~e<I. w•• "d. ng"",,o," in tN ' i. ,Me.,me<I
the ....nctity of the I.o w. b..ic 10 .ny libeT.1 pros" """"" ""... ·porti ............. ry O(tion mI'.nl

";n ploin word•. bn:oking the l. w" Sc<:t>ndly. "" "Io..d .rr;ue<l tN. "".....porli. men1. ry

. ction by. whi,. politi" ll"'"y w., """",,~..:Iy . ' hypothetic. I ' est * . I ~(;'>"t hove .o steol

in order '0d e"",nsl"" e my undoubled ' ympothy with ,ho... who •..,.1 ,hrough forre of

cin:umsl.OOCC" """Iu..-d ended hi. lett... by w.ming POlen 'Nt "~ ,he Liberal I'. rty

commits It 1f ' 0 ,he poSSibility of ul\(onstiruti"". 1 . ction it "", beeo...... I..adc fe.

sometlting el '~

P.ton ', Teply 1IOl<!d \ho' .n liberal, "desire to be govemtd conslitu tio""r.y"; how t"l""

"more and "",re do I re.l i... lila, ,"""" word. ~..ve .Iso • hypomnc.ol (On' en,":

'The Cowmmcn' wou ld like IIOthing bette. ,Nn ... OpposiOOn which (OM ..... 1,..11
' 0 (Onslitu lional ""'.n. , b«. c"" ,Iti. k-r.d. colour to thc view thol i, i, ..oily .
(Onstitutional g.me ......re pl.yi"$ ,n South Alnc.o . 1 find thi. imposSlbie to
""ept...'"

p. IOn·, koI1e. ,u"",,"";...-d ,11<' thi nkiTg 01 those hbcrol. who hod ~e<I as LP "''''' ....

by 1956 . nd who .,.",..,.;1 ,he porty ,luough '0 1M 1960s; he """'cd by ' '''ring:

My own view i. ,ho, "",..ive evolutiona ry d ...n!"" mu 't COml'• • nd '0 my mind
• n........cial body of opin,on dt"lolt'd '0 tM Id~., of d<1TlOCl'O(y is the only 1=
which will be . ble 10 gu ide , u<:h 'n e""lution wi,,,,,,,, allowing It 10 1.1I in' " the
hands 0/ evil men.'"

Und ... the inl1 ucn<e of r ..on. LP choirp<''''''' 1\.'1<1" Brown and ot!>om. the Liber.l r.ny In

tM lote 19500 .nd 1960s r<:;n, i gor'l<'<l libeT. li In South Afric.>. Ilr<>wn nc,!l'd In 1~"'.

the alt<:m.li"", which f. ", South Alii IIOt b''' lhe ..... in""""occ of the
.... ru. quo, gnd b,m ...d revolulion. They.re be"" n rcvoIution and w!'oil' Al.ln
P.ton I1."rmS e""lulion.' And In the natu te of political 'mong«ncnts In South
Alri" ..... ny of tht p"""SUtcS 10 Ind""" ' "",ssive evolution' . re bound 10 be
IN>Unlt'd outside POTliarncn~ '"

Conclllsion,

The Liber.1 Porty in the 19500 moved tlut>ugh . ...rIco of changes , hum the con S(;Iu!i<ma1

V""...1i.m ol the 1953 ptog..mme 10,) occep<once by new pony leodMs ol thc ....,.j fOT

'rna•• ive evolubon .' Und... new Ic.d....hip .ftw 1955 the lr beg.n to t1ue'.date. J'C"iti • •

... Ibid .
,.. M""luord popcn BC501 £2.75; ....P..on '0 LMo"l...nl. ~"12·19S6.

'''' ib id.
'" T'c1et Brown: Th. !.l?n. View in C<mtoct 1·3-1959. p.9.
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vioion of the ......ans by which chang~ could M e/f<'ct<!d; it wa, only in t"" 1%0> WI the

party olfuf<'d a cohcr«>t vi!lion of th~ lulu'" $outh Africa it ,.,u Sht.'~ TIle forrr..tlOn of the

Ll' ",t in mohon an inteliOClual cnh'lue of 1,'oo..li"" which continuod Ihroughout th~

rno..I....at.., as """'i.ons of I"" party movo<! inlo aliian«' wi!h ",clu 't"e nati""all'to tn L~e

Pa...Amcontst Congn.-s> ao a ,"",no of opposing 'communi\!' tnfluence' "

The ll' w" an umbn:Ua o' gani.. tion. ma,ood by opposition to apan.'u'id and in itial

hootility loward. I"" g""lo ar><! .I,..legi"" of the Congrns 1nOV"""",," Al ,I>(h,!he ll' dO<"!

no l offcr the ,irnpl~ opportunity 10 analy", South AJricon liberal, a r><! libe,..li,ll\; raw r,

lhroughou t its n t'tcncc. the libo.al r arty maintained In tnte"",l crihque of the rnelhoo.
a r><! applicoti.on of Iiberali.m in $oulh Alrico.

'" LP pape" A/1671·mfm·Reel 1: Lr: Blueprinl for 'he fulu re (1962).
,,, s<,>., Cone1u'lOn.



Ch<>.ptrr righ t:

While participalion in uie Congress of the People.

In troduct ion.

In j~ne 1'155. 300,) dc!eg• ..,. .t_ ed the Congres. of lho !'cople (COPI andl!'nc1on.ed !he

F"ed"", """.1... . SlOlCIncnl of pnMplr di,tilled from d.......,.., ••~bmil~ by people ' ''''''0
So~th A./rica d~";ng • si,t«n mon.h compair;n oponso...t by tho Congrn. A1lia1>to.

According to Alber! L~ tuli . Prnidenl..e;",.",..1 of \he Afric.n N.~onol COngr....

NOlhing in the hiotory of \he libe" " ory 1T>O\'Crn<'n1 in South Afric. qUilr ca~ght "'"
popular ,,,,,g,no.ion a> lhis did . nol,~ lho Defiance Campaign. E. ... ......,Ie
ru ral ...... w""" aw.", 01 the oigNflC. nce <Ii whal wa> going on. The noisy
opposihon in most of lhe while rr.... ~,,"niS<'d lhe Congress . nd the eNn..
mo... effl'C~V<'ly than O~T u....ided effort< would have do..... So I"" awakening
.pre.d f~rthCT, The participation of .ll r. ce gro~1" in lhi. effon ~nclorhne<l \he
scale of a.....a~...ing ....i.IO""".'

The COP compaign ""rked the eulmi....lion 0/ a P"'C"" bosun by lhe C""~. move"",nl

in lhe 19o10s: 1.....1 is, ~oing nonr.cial pop~l.r po"icipo~on in \he prod""";on of dOC". .......1ed

.lOlo"",nl> of prindpl~ •• 1001. of mobili.."..". and orgoni..hon. n.., FrtLdDm. """',... .

dr .....tio and poetic document, d<dared "that South A1rico belong. 10 all who 1,,," in i~

bl.do: and while....

The COP campoign wit in ilioo.«I in a oonte>.1domit\Ot«l on one hand by !he ... """,«1

..,.1 with wltich the Nationali.1 Party. ,"mgthmed by the 1951 go",,"1 eleclion. ",mod to

lhe Impl.....nlOlion of ap&nhcid, On "'" olhct hand. \he COn~. mov.......~ woo faced

with the n'-"'Cl 10 ...v......, ·\he alonning de<li"" which beg.n in the CongroesOln d~";", the

post-Dc/i.""" C. mpaign period.... while ",al;,;ng in pra<b<e the lonnal Congrns Ani.nee.

In the wordo of Z.K.M' lIhew•• who ~ ..I proposed \he COP, \he campaign wa> to

galvani ... the people of South Afric. into a<lion .nd ""b them ,go 0_ 10 th.­
offm,;ve .gain.tthe ",.~na'Y forcft at work wilhin thi. country. ,nsl..d of bci",
petp<lu. lly On the def......ve. Aghbng .....-glard a<t>ons all the b f,....•

• Alben Lululi: lrt,My~le & op.cil . p.l42..
, S~~1nef and CroN", F"""; m !l!.!!tt "".:it.. p.162.
• T...a"", Trial collection ADI8l 2 Ef.l: SACCO N.tional E"«U~ve Cononillft:~

on lhe !'orNeal S-l\l.hon, 24~l953, p.1.
• ANC paper< ADIl8912/Ba,I: 2.K.M. lIho_ MtmO!'!!nd~m On 1M Cpngmt nl "e

P"",pl£. nd_I9S4. p.3.



m
Tho COP campaign env;'.ged I"" .,..,.~on of 1oc.1 rommiUt',," ocr",. w Im>~lh of

South Atri<;. , boo""" on d i"",..;on of • •imple~ "Let u, . peak ~l"" of fn.><.<lom."'

'The cor wn 10 be ' . compaign 0/ .... bonal awakening· w ith it> "",in .ims bek g tho

mobili..li<m and o rg..,;.. lion o f p""'ple• •1Id the iMtilling 01 • "Fl'I.'<.'dom COI'lS<'io","""'....

For \he Congrt'W"". 1I-.e COP w" 0/ .ingulo. hnl'''''' r><e in providing 0 u nifying ....bona!

campaign which w.. III fun he, the mobili.. lk>n of tlle tid..""" CampoiSn. R""y Bern""".
• leading rrw:mbcr 0/ the South Africon Congrn. cI Defncxr;,t, and who "'n • ""'1..1

figure in the cor campaign. """'n ~y oboe!'vod:

Tho Froodom C~n... wo' NOT the . im; It wi ' like tho crown cork On \.... Coc.
Col. bo\U" . • capping to pn'Yenl lhe Ii." ""0pofahng.·

The COP ampoign wo. the lorges' and longest und ..... ken by the ConS..... Alh"''''e in

the 19505. Thi. chapt.. loa the cor cam paign wilhin the bINd.... tradition 0/ 'cha, te1i.1'

activity of tho Congro» mav " I • • nd focu..... on tilt' rolc of whiln in the cor.

The wider context.

By 1!154 tkt politic.l boun<Lorie5 in Sou th Ainu hod beotn .<!drawn by the n w of Afric. n

and Alril..ono:r notionoli" n. and lhe gro....th 01 11'.. ANC ar>d NP. The ~ff",,1S c l th,;, .....1ilkal

polari ...licn ...."'"' 1.., ,n bclh the p.>, lia"",nla.,. and e' ''' . ·pa,hamonu.ry ficld.. The UnilO<l

Party polled more vol.. thon \he r-.1' ,n 1953, bul ~urMd 10 P"",l"'menl with a srr..l;e,.

number 01 Mrs, N<'W MI". ' r>cludc<i Hd m Su."",n, John C"I'" and othen who joir"'" th~

Iibetal wing of the UP and loU.T led the Propnoive Party. They~, ho ....O"In. u...blo to

inIIu"",,ce uP policy in any """ooclly Iibenl dirt'(Ikln.

For tIw ubou' Party, 1953 ...... \he lost elO'C'lion It loughl in alliora wilh the UP ar:.d

wa. guannb!!<'d fou, ""at< unconlt'S'ocI by uP candida..,.. Und"" the I..de",hip 01 John

am. tie and Alr- Hepple. lhe ubou, Party adoptocl ' '''ad '!y roo", llb<'rat potiOn.

inclu~ing a q....lm"" nonrocial franch,,,,,_~ «>mpuisoty """""tion /Qr' all and \he
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our 'lnJg:gle, ' hoI Ii''''' the NaliONl i... ,he cho,..,.. ' 0 . Inke u. 0""' by 0""' and '0 c:iFpl ~

our o. ganisalion: u Mandela devi>ed wk.J.. b<ocame kl'own a. ,"" 'M-N.n· which ""visagod

,"" CTC>J,lion of .1ret1. blod and .",a cvrnrnilt..,. across ,he rounlJ'y 10 d .......,op &"'.....0'0..

-"'benhip a. a bulwark 'goins, I"" I'CSmction 01 leod...."'p ~gu""" ",. M· l'\,on,

howe",,', wa' only off<'Cti vely impl"""",~ In PO"' of \he E..tem Copc. n.. """"C/SAIC

Joinl Co-Otdina~ng Commillee "" up during the [)clio""" c.mpoign rcporl<'d in Oc<:embcT

1953 ""', ". d,squieting lull _ k.J.. descend ed ......... the ........ activities of Congres.·~

The Cong..,.. movemen' foeod nge of problo......, A, • fonnol le",,1 thC1'C "i.',d a"

anionce ""l"nn'l""tivc 01 ,he ja. ethnic groups in South Am c•. Ho~. no

cooTdinating nuchinery exi.led beyond''''' Notional Action Coul'ldl INACI. whi<l\ replaced

u... Co-OTdina .ing CommiU"". At • loc.1 level. b",,,,,hcs of diff.."." Cong<n>n op....1cd

lorgely in isol.lion from each other. In ' n edi.orial. the pro--Congres. new'popct' At""",,,

compl. ined IN, p~viou"y crilici>ed fai!inp within the Congrcs. movc-mcn, ","11 ..><i ., ' 0-

of uniting an who .... fighting lhe ...me enemy on differen' frQn'''"~ In .ddilior.• ,he .......C

(and the Alliance) did not ho"" • clearly articula'ed kIeological position. The l Wy

I'I-og>ll"""C 0{ ""/ion wa. m nc<-med with me. ", ...111.... th.n end. ; .lts ideological a>' .t<>nl

d...lt .pcctficolly wi.h African uliouti.m and, •• Lodg.. k.J.. noted. wa, v'S'"'" ....1 open

10 "d iffn;ng In'orpn'''''"0n0 so tho, opposed 'ac' ion. within Cong""" could each Icgib ml..,

,heir po.illon by rcl"crencc 10 It:" The raciol C>-du.i......... wltich ....... . ed • • lp>ifialn l

oc<:Ilon of !he ANCYL in ,he 1~ was to...... 0YC1" in ,he 19500 by ·A!rianiw : ••"""n

group of ANC mer'I'Ibcn who .tCCU>ed Cong>es' lead... of betny;ng ,he principia of the

I'I-og>ll""c of k hon. Ahicani.ts claimed th., African notionali"" wa' being d,:u~ by

nci.l <»operation. and Oppo>ed SACOD in porticulo•• cloiming 'N' whi t.-. ~.od joinc<l U-.c

ConS"". A1li.n~ in l>Tdcr ' 0 ronYCtl i. 10 a Ma..i.. prognmme."

u A,b ...~ 17--9-1953.[,
U CAMP R""l 2b".1:2D ;I({4:(,2: NAC Rcpon II> th~ ANC S«rctary.c..ncnl .nd SAlC

JOin' Hooo•• ry Sc!cretorics, !--12-1953.
" AdvU\~ 25-3-1954. 1'.2.
U Lodg.., Bbt. ""n ig op.cIL. pp.69.1\).
" e.".hart, BI. cC!'s>wrr op.cit ., pp. II!--1l6.



notably in NOlal . Lulu l; watn<'d tha, ~t.11 Ah'Cln. "aft' being misled by the India" bogey"

and ailed fo. ttl<' d.....elop""",' of d oocr ",J.ohon. b< ......" lhe ANC and Natal lnd i.o"

Congrn"

I ....~ d..ti~"I..ly ",f<'l'n'd 10 the need for a mulli-radll <Ie<nocTalic front bo."au,",
the", i. mum ronfu.i"" en the subiKl ... All poop~ in t~, struU~ _ aUK>..
Africans IflU," VI it into 1II0'i. he>d. 1M! the stumbling bIo<k I<>~. a", the
"",nr.~-:nmiNlcry ,law. "",do by I while r ....lia........' and ,.." by Indica",. Who!
privi India"> m p j wl\ich _ de M' "'joy weft Ji""n to Ihrm by • wh;~

r.r1i.a"",nt. Why bl.oml' 11-" I'e(i~t and no! 1>4"", the ' >VOl" for no1 giVl"t
Ahicans tho... nghts and priVl1OS"' -

fhwly. Congreoss mcmbc~l, ip b<'g>n 10 dt<l il'oC, porlku lMly in the "".1 ."'.. r. achod by

the DdLo""" Campaign . The ANe N.no....1 Executi.... Commin... lNEq WlrTII'd in 1954

thai "ttlM' I. I dIng.... 0/ the Allicl " "'IlioN] CO<1gn..> bee"",ing In urbon-b.ol<'d I I'd

The Congrn s of the Feople in ConluL

TlI<' mid·l950s "'Of.. InMked by t.mJ>lig... 'gainot the w..t<:m Are.>. mnov.b and Iho

imp~......,t.tio" of Bantu Ed",,"I;"n,· Lodge N ' dc"'_.tn~ tho ccmpll!'>:i ty of lu U<'S

which confronted the ANC in the ....mpoigns. ...hich .. .... ,;ra..·"",ts ....po....... v..y ...........

tlw <OI>n~ and the ANC Insufficiently ""8.nl~ 10~t'ife<:ti~ I..d""'hip. Il<><h

Clmpoip• •hcW<.'d the Cong....... 10 be · ;",IIK!d from tIw propI~• • nd I'IOt involVfd in

...ork •...hkh bring< "' c100cly in (Ofttl('l ...itll. J'l'<>p!t'; oca>rdi ng to a d<>C\lmo~t dr.wn up

by SACOD'. N'li"""l E.ecutive Cornmit~.nd di.tributed willtin t.... A11"n«.~ Ac<OT'd i"l:

!<I SACoo. roth uml"ign. lI.ighEgll.t.d t1w.-d It>l" politicol lIr>&rmnding II> go ' ''''nd

in ""lid with orgoni.. tional work' ; "''''' t .... . hlpponing. it ~imed. .... . WI

_ allo... ou r a<tiviti... II> go on in our 0WI'l bflncM. ' '''''''gOl 011. o .....~,

Io»ing our conlKl ...ith the PtWlr oulOid' .Nfrom tN, "". r"'...... on lhe 0'"'" t..nd,
(I, In tho West.... A....) W li.uing 01 unrral •...n.· lor ..y, .b'i~ .ctk>n; and on
lhe 01..... ""lid, (.s in lhe ochoo!t· boyrolll a IIWng bolUlId thr p<'Opi• • lId •
hesitation to call for action for fear t""t tIw poopIr ... not ..l<Iy.•

~ Albett Lutuh: r.miden~41 Add""" 1953 Nala l A." C Confem><'t, in Advan... 5-11­
1953. 1'.1•

.. ANC p"p>N AD1189/ UB" I, ANC Notional Ex«I'ti.. Commit.... ..pm, Oocrmbef
1954. 1'4.

.. N.il ..... of tl>rse a rnpaign, . .. di"",,-.d In dt'la~ herr: _ Ink• .011.0. Lodge; Bl.d
~ op.ciL, clIiopton • and 5; IC.on• •1Id Ctrn.ort: a..ltmn Op.ciL. pp.2 . -35.

SACOD N Ee ,~ op.clL. 1'2.
• ibid.



We ... find that dUring tho' ~vi""• •N~ in 0'" ,nuggle we ...... able to I'OU~

I""'ple by IN" ptopagand, ' I'd '1 the! ..,...Iion of ou, a<tivitio't we lott .uppon
and t<"'"'.ol inl<:rnt in tho' . truggle ..~ned.m

By tho' «Id of 1953 thO' ' i1ualion ... . _holets ••u~ 1M COn<ern with in thc! C<:mg=.

movemen', .. AI\.>en Lululi INde .Ie." •A1 thco "",,,.,.ll ..e an. only COl>«'med wilb

rncuing ""....Iv... ou1 of \he mir . ,.nd we . annot yri soy ..hich dirertion ... . h;oll folio..

•1...... 'Nt.....

Congress ~MIer. ""'Dgniord Ibe ne«I to ;nirio~ • • ' mp;>ign ..hid> would bolb unily

the Cong. .... Alii...... , nd ' a ptu Ibe i....gi""nc.n- of the! I""'plr.'" Suo:h • a m",ip ,

oa:ording to SACOD. had to b< ' d igned 10 bnng our org .nisoli<lns <!05<"T 10 ,.... o rdiN 'Y

p<'Opl. of Soulb Ar"", : " In r...pons<. Cop" ANC f'reosjd"", Z.K.M.lIhO'wt lormed • •"",11

d i"",, !lion group ..hi.h prop'>ll'd a ""rieos 01 nonndol publi<: ""I'etingo. culminall", in •

""ti.....1 con"""lion whidl WQuld adopt a "",nif..",." By t.... Ii.... IN- Cop< A.o..;C

Con~ took pl..e in Augu" 1953. Mall....... t...:I ......id bly lriined \he Idea, arguing

tha ' Congreso ho d to ""kindle gr" Hoot' rnobili..lion On I 010:

I wonder .."","'" tho Ii .... ha. not como 1M I.... Alrian National Cor.gr... '0
consid... lhe q"""lion of ronv""ing a Nati(l....1Con>'ention. A CONGRESS Of TH E
PEOl'LE, "'p"""""' ling . 11 lhO' people of this coun try il'Tt"'poctive of ria or colour
10 dr. .. up a FlUEOOM Q-1AIITER for Ihr DEMOCRAnC SOlJTli AFlUCA Of
THE FI1I1JRE."

At thO' ANC A""""I Conf in O«"",b-r 1953. M. lIhew, described tho COP ' 10 ..h.d.

OrdiN'Y I""'p!to will co " I" there by the poople. 'Thoir to.k wiU be 10 dra.. up ,

bt u",,"n ' fo, tho f.... South Alma 01 , .... fulU~."" M.II""'" then lOOk hi . Ideo 10 . jo;nt

" Quoted in Community Re>ouree . nd Inlo"""bon Cent... : Unlll We Hav, Won 0 "
I..ib!::~ on Thi"Y y... " of tho- F,<'<'dom G , .,..,. 1l0hoMOtbu', 19115), 1'.13.

Quolt'd in ORL'M M. y 1953. 1'.10.
" ZX.Matlhews in Karis ond c...hall: ~l1rn.' op-<iL, pp.56-S7,
" SACCO NEC:~ op.ek . 1'.2.
.. Kari• • nd e;..,hon: Ch.!1I."g~ op.eIL. 1'.57.
m 2.K. M.tthews: rrl?id"",lial Add..,.: 19~3 Co~ ANC ConI.........; In Kari• • nd

c...hart:~II",~. op.ell . p.1OS (.-mpllltis in origi""l).
.. Ad....".. 1_12_1953, 1'.1.
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..-l1 ng of I~ COng...... e>.<nlll.v Hi. in,ti.l1 propoul ...... nol .imply for . mo"

• ...,mbly of people. R.otkcT. M. m pro p"""" 'h.ot the COng<noes d..", ~p a VOlen roll

of I~ ""ti~ popula~on. divide So~th Afriel into con.ti'uencie<, and hold nonTaN I

M tionwide .lemons to a ro",I1"""" .""",bly. R~.ty Bernstein, p~t a, \he """"ling.

TeC<'ntly .~gg",'e<f IN I M.lth. .... • propolo&l w•• "d"liber.Ile ly provocolive in order to oNl'"

peoples' thinking" -

roming from • professor 0/ Lo", " if you tooke it oeriou.ly • thi. con'oht",ont
. .......b1y. he didn'l d"""'bc ",,,", t i' "'ould do. bu' a coNt,lu""t a.""",b1y would
p""'~mably <i r.w up . MW So~lll Atrieln con" ilution. Th.o. ~ally "''' oedilio",~-

A .~b-<:t>mITritl"" as........:l the idea .nd eonclu~ I,,", t the COng"".... lacked the

reoource< to undel1ake tho tuk 0<:1 OUI by M.l1l1cwo. A. a ","ult. iii. origin.ol pro ...,...l wu

whit tled down to 1M hold 'ng of • C""gr..... 01 the reople which would produce not •

con.htution. but '. vi. ion of 1M funl'" .• Fr<!tdom Charter,'· The cor eompoi;;n

""vi..god lhe (Yeah"n cof a corp'l of F''':dom Volu"te<n ....ho would 'f"""d tho ........ge

01 ,he cor acroo' ,he coun lf)'. UrNn and "" ill cor committen would be oet ~p ' 0

d i....... lhe nanl", of a dl'",oculic fIIture South Atrl"'. draw up demand. for induoion In

,he rrte4_ C,,"r'tt, . nd select dl'1egal" ' 0 U.. COP. lnili.ol COP pt.>ru rtlained e....

proposed n.olion.>! e1e<lion of delega.... .- from the .toon. tho cmphui. wn on populo'

rnobili..tion; n Bem. lein h.o. utU<'d :

1 think w,,", l'. nol undentood by ""'" people i. tho. in tloe forefront of ou, min!!
a, tho, ti .... wU 1101 lhe fl'<'<'dom~. Tl\.at WI.$/1' j the big thing. Ih.ol WU th'I
.pin-off. no"big thing wu going Ie' be ~oing oul and consulSng P'OPIe.nd ..ying
'0> them look ""re. what d<:> you wan, 111 1M futurer Th.....as lhe """rnllllm of
!he c.mpoign.-

.....,..1d "" 1>0""""'.- M. lthe.... , l.i to<! that t~ aim of.he cor ..... . 'u.. Instill ing of p>1ili.,.1

- Ibid. p -58.
• Ibid.
.. Sot T~.."n Tnal coll<'Ci;"n ADl312 Eg 3.2.1.3: NAC: Elm;o>n. to "" C""em " 01

lhe r,fOplt nd.19S..\.

- lnl""";,..... with Ru.ty I\o-m,,";n. pp.5&-S9. See .100 ANC POP"" AOIl89/l /E.o .l :
SUppl........l.iry ANC S«-rel.ilrilll r"P"fl On the COt'''''''> 01 tho I'eopi<'. 1954 "''lC Annu.l
Conference.

- ANC POP'''' ADl189110/ m,2: SAlRR: No.... 01 a di.......ion ....ilh Yu>~1 c..et-~:;,,>
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conKiou"'.... inlo th~ p""ple and th~ cncou..gcmcnt of polilicol .cti vity"~ The A.." C r<>lC<l

t!\.at 'IM .,....tion of . ""twork of loc.ol commit""" in .....cry comcI' of Sollth Africa will in

it..,U 1>: • ""';0' politkal achiewrnenl..... The COP p"""nlod I .... Congre>~ with til<'

opportuni ty 10 lulfill ~~ei. Iwo rnain nf<'ds: I.... p<>!ibri"lkln and mcMi....lion of • wide

occrion of u", popul.lion. • nd the prod uction of I unifying ideolngic.ll ' I.O.t""""'l. The COP

clmpaign. il was ..guod ·ope", til<' w.y for 1M "","/iel lion of ....,akroo!o..,...• ANC

Sectellory.c....nl WII"" Sisulu summed lip th~ ad v.nllog.. of lhe COP campaign:

There is wisdom in I~~ <Nng~ of Ilo<lics . <conl ing 10 th~ cbjectiv~ condition• • nd
arcu....Ilo""'" of ~ach &i ""n li""'lion. The impotlilnl lhing in. stnlggt. /0. ....._ 1
lit,.... lion is 10 ",i.., the JewI of politicol ton>eiou. ...... 0/ the p""pli to th~ higl>elt
pos, ibl~ ",,,,,I through slrugg l..... to "",bm", all potenti.l /ore.. and 10 cu. t. I <lea.
vision 0/ the lulu"'.'

Th~ OrigiN of the Congress of the People.

The Congres. 0/ u", I"oopl~ d.~w i pi"'lion /tom a nu~ 0/ di//~t<'fIt ..,u.res• ..,"'"

immo:<!"\o,' I nd 01,,",,", long·term in lurl'. '" WI' N"" IftfI. the CongresS mcv~t Ind

I.... Communist PaM)' of South Africl in I.... J.o ", 19-COs evolved I trad ition <' ~ popuJ.o.

mcbi li..tion around tM production of . :'1...".",11 of principk. Orga nisational Ind

jdooiogicil uni ty. how~_. _.~ h.ompcrod by a numb« ol 11<10... """t r<>1lol>1y lI'l.

n elusiV\!: ....tio....1iom n poulCd by ~"fio... of tho ANC Youll'l lngu~. and lI'l~ hosli lity

bel""""" the ANcYL I nd tM CI'SA. N~hel...." l!'le 1948 Pmpk ". "'""",bly /0. VOIft 10.

All w t I p<ecodont in u. ing urban . nd ",ral participation in the d••w;"g up and

Mdonement of a ch.orter /0. VOl .. "" All. The A.sembly ended by a iling for I lu lU"'

. ...embly wh<-t<' .... tio....lIy .leeleel dclega..... would endo"" I ·Peepl. ", 0..""'.--

The call for I 'People"s Ch.ort.... WIS I '"'(·11......1 then'e of boIh the Con~ and the

Cl'SA. The prod ucw n of ,ud• • Chl rt.. rou ld 1'101~ , .... ""'""ton.,. of I~nl

aU.."". ol fol'C<'S o~ 10 IpartMid; nonelhel",•• lI'le need for unity among.1 Inli·

lpartheid forces kept the idel high on lhe agendl of Congress lead.... SAIC l'Jnidont

"c1.l954.
~ Quolod in K.an. I nd G<-rhut: ChallrnU Ol'.dt.. p57.
• 1954 A..'lC Se<:rctari.>t Report. in Adun~ U· I2·1954, p.l.
~ SACOD r-;EC: Not... Ol'.<i~. p2.
• Adu,,<~ 8--4-19504 . p.•
.. ~ ch.opl<'r 1.



Y"." f Dodoo. in "i. 1951 'n<'W r<"r mcs..g~: c.a ll<.'d on I.... ANC 10 I....~ "~ d~lion call"

I mu . N.olion.ol c"nvention In ,.... i rNno<h'l~ tuNre-o 10 bring 109.tI>er ~, • con,,11
conf"""""" rtp........'"h"... of I II """"'>N of ,.... Soutll African p>pu!.orion bol" ""M"
I nd non-""lIit•. in old... to """lv~ on I p<o&"" " :, ,,, ",,!Iic" ""ould "PPO'" Ipo.n J...-id
in """'Y fonn. ~nd ""or~ for ,ho- ._ ba.., "uman n gll" of III gn>UpI of P'OJ>I<' in
conso""",~ wi,lI tho principl... ~nd pu",.,.... of tho UN' o<! NI ~on,~ ond tho
D..d.ration of Hurn.on Rigll'" ''

In 1952 10......... D'S'" General s..cr.ury Ind m c NEe momb<1' Moses 1<0...... Irgu<'d

'NI tho Co" gr<'" ""'..........., should mnccn""'" on r.isi"g blad< pofitic.al mn><:iou." ..."

".....w ,pl rit I. needed Iill ,.... pat mIS' of Non.EuTOpeOn. ~,~ [to ~l brought &cII ~ly

into IN stNggle ag.i"'l f.uciom-'" Koll .... a llc<l lor clmpaigN to ~ grouTldod in ,....

,.,..Iiti... of . ""ryd.y ""i.tencl'. ,hrough which ,"" c"ng oould develop ~ ·pcopl..·•

policy' Ind l void "Iho ~~..."io drafting of PO P'" UtopiIS SimiLarly. lho mC/ SAlC

Nltiona l Action Council . rgued tN ' to br offce';...., lu lU mpolp IIod to Iii... from

"Iho- 00"""'''' condirioN undor which poopl. li"".- Cons for I ma.. ....mbly . nd III.

&".lopmon' oi l ' pcoplo' s policy' inc.... ...-d in ,......r1y 1950s.This s' emmed in put from

t.... fld t . f!l'r Iho 1~8 g"""",1 ~10di0n. unity hearne on impo1'lti for I"" ConI;"'S'

"", t. !>j"", slgni&lnlly, t.... ~u. w!lic" Loy betw",," ,.... Peoopl A"""'Ny ~TId thr

COP marked by ,ho- ....., lu~on of '1'00 mool divisi"" disputes wUllin t!>o! C...,g......

movm>t<l" me.. not.bly 11101 belweo:n tho ANCYL.TId CrsA, ~nd o.cnptonell of tho need

for radII to-OP"'"tion. Al ,ho ....... ,;....., the ANC ~w In . ize and signifl(;lnell. '" tho

point "' which II could on<'OIlroge tho 10""" ' ;01' of SACI'O ~nd bri"l SAClY.) I"lo boing.

WIlIIi" 1M c"r.g..... All"nc~. ,.... mc ........i""" , senior PO""""', t uNI; stressed tNt

t.... cor ...mpoign w.. initiatl'<i by al1 lho COng "l>ut at I'" i. oi..,.,. d L'>e African

Nl no",,1Congres....

By 1954 'M . m. nell of . nti-. put_ fo.-.,g """""''Y to dndop ~ co.........ua1

."!f'rnOfl' of pnnciplo _ .......-g«i. Tho cor campoign 1M......... looked bey<;nd tho

nTh. Cuardi.." 1\.\.1951. p,2.
0: MOl<'> I<ot.u>e 1M P""p1f ' Ta,~, Ad• .."", 1~1 952, pA.
0: Ib id.
.. NAC: 19~ I R<-pon o:p.riL
.. DIlUM J~nUl'Y 19S5-. How RN It C<m!!W' " p29 (<1TIplIosh in oriti""!).



10"",,1 Congr... Alli.1I<O' by pl><ing O«l ,....'Y P"<'ple ., ' M fo",""nt of the m Ure

campoign. By collecting; d......nd. lor inclu>ion in ,he 0...1 , Rusty EIorn>h'in N ' noted.

the cor wu 'an ~• .....,;... in g~lting W p<!Opl~ to «'II 1Iw l<. e" tup.nd <el l· regarded eli",

WN' TI-lEY ought to WOl"I< for in the na".. of the P""ple.- Tho cor wu l~ eu.1mi....ticn

of a pnx... the roots of w!Uch !.oy in 1Iw l~. In proposing the cor, how~"..,

Z.K.M..ttho-w. 01>0 ....ponded to immedi" e ein:u.......ncn. Choro<te1i . Dc of m""h C.,.,grn,

acti vity in 1Iw 1950s, Matthew. oullined the cor as a compoign limed 01 both ~I<.nd

white. MOllhe... no ted thot ' v, riou, groupo in tM country _. ar\' co",idering the ide. of

..... li01'llI convention a' which all groups mighl 1>< ~ted.- Through It>e COl', t ,e

argued, Congr... could ClIpil.lh ... on CO""""",,, thinki ng in whi t. politics ond ' ,tu.' no:ed

for . n<"W appm.ch· r.-fIocb:<! in the nurry of new political pom... fOl'ft'o<'d in 1953.-

The ANC iU\d white pulitics.

Following the _end world W.', .. we Nve ....... the ANC bog.., to develop . ...leg'..

• i""""., . tttaeting ........ Allie"" , uPro" boo..., while ining ..,mmil' ed to. ROnTloClol

futu.... ANC Ie.den argued tNt in con..." willi. Afriko Nrionoli"n. 'our Nlic....li. m

should bl' I""'Sres>iv••nd li\><>T.1 .nd Ihu. _broce eo-oper.lion with other cornnwnilios

on 1M bo>i. of eoqu.olity.- for ANC "''''on, tho in d..,~ b eing the Cor1g"',..

me........,..1 w• • not its po..il>!e .ubvenion by communi ~ by lil>onl• • nd OtM

cntic> OUl>ide 'M ronlo. of COngn:"ll; nthef. It was the growth 01 blo<:k roc"m <q\U1 1<1

whi te bootoslq. LUlUli argued'

Who. in 1_ South Afric. i. ""ring fn>m ,he Afri<;.., N.tionol Congn:"ll b lIw
voi<o 01 Afric"" Notio....h.m nther thon Communism. Africon Notiona lism Wlll
I>ocomo • much...,... powOffuI .nd app"'aling I~ IhIn Co:nmunilm. Ir. 1.01 O\lr
wk os leaden i. 10 mok. this Nolie....l..m • trro.d N.Iio lism. "thor th£n C-.,
....m:>w .... lio....hsm 0/ the N.lioN list P.,ty _ EIll lio....li"" ... mud>
&'Ht.. d.ngeT thon (O"""U"'''''••nd • me.....10 •

- Communicolion /rom Ru, ty Ilemstoin 211--11·1989 (emph...i. in oriV....I).
.. M.Uhews: M .l!!:l:a Op.<iL, p.105.
~ Ibid .
- LUlUli; Add'tU op.cit.. p.1.
.. DRUM: Em op.cIL, p.29.



Iiber~l . and M.n.i"•• rguC!d tNt .po rthO'ill .r><! ""ClMmi< d <'Wl<>pmo:nt ...,•• conll'adi<IO'Y.

So"", Congr... 11"""""00.'" vgu<'d th. t I 'f..d .r NP wo, ",•• ling ronlr"'~;on. "';t~jn

.he c. piu h. 1 d . .. ilSelf , ""ulling from t u~ of

t machinery 01 Stote nol ""Iy .gaiNI 1.... working cI... and in W Int......1S of
t c.pital;" ct..•• but .1..:> to increo~. to ""l.rg_ ils 0"'" ' N ", of the «t>nomic
spoil. 11 d"", thi• • t the "'p<'"'" 01 olher 5«1.,,,. fJ{ its ",,'" clou>."

'" • "",..It. it wao .rguod. u... 1n. TeI<1ioN'}' !«lion' of ,.... whi~ p"p"l.ot>on. "i f \I'q

. '" to survive ... find 1"""""1 - ho wboit "nwillingly ' .11;n cd tho . " !i·f• ..,;,, ....jority:

To.~ lh.It I II w hi tes bot . , mlighl<1led ffrW" would .......in in t"" "',. amp. it w as

condl.'d«l. ' i , ba""'" on ..-.<cioI poll""" or ltloughl and roo1 on objl'mve f_~-

White polilk< .........incd tho p"""'ived ~'"' of poli tico! pow... in the counlry. A."-; C

. lta!O'gin aimed 10 ""nl t .... p<e>surc o f ""'" sltUggl.. on \"': t>lisling <'C'OTOOmi< and

po litical 'ysl<1n, now. Ih.o.n working /or it. cornple1e ootll""'w. LulU!;.~:

n.... African N.ti"....l Con:ln' h.. c,onsis..... ~y. thn:>ugh it. pr..idenlO and ..u-.."
Ind~ indialt<l th.J, they . ... lnl.....ted in domo"TOCY "';Ih;~ rho1"......1fr-""",t
of rlt< U.'"".·

As a .esult. compa'gn••u"h .. lho Defilln"" Campaign aimt<l 10 penuod. through mo.al

. ....mpl•• Ihom!by inn""""ng ",hi,,, opinion and .....!<toning NP hogm>ony.• Congress

Itod,," _ """,'live 10 dewlopmrnl' in ..hile polili«. 't~ngthoned by lho form&lion of

SACCO and lhe ' pa"" l iven 10 anid <"lo On ..hi.... pohlio in ptO-Congres' journal< ar>d

........papcn ,ueh at N..., Age. r ighb.g T&!l:.. LibtN tio. and c.~.lt. Arta:t (all <'dilod ...,ti~ lJ

o. in part by SACCO "",mb<-n· ). Th" in lum compound<'d ANC ' F«\Ilation 0 ..... 1"'-'

p""ibil ity of a lou of ..!tite support by lhe NP, bas<'d on lho btI id thaI tl"~ _

"tho u..nd. of ho .....1 d""""",," """"lot 1M ..!tile POI'~la tion ..ho a~ prq>ared to taJ<l,

up a ~rm and ""urag""'" 'WId 10. uncon<!itio""l tquality....

• ~ ehapt,," S and 6-
.. Joe John""", Can lhe Clll'greu of Drn>ocr.>!l Win Man Support?, l lb..ation Oct«icr

1953, 1'.20 {em;oN..i. in origi""I/.
D Ibid.
.. DIlUM !!:s! op.dl-. 1'_29 (omph.'i. in originaJ l
• ~ ehaplC'n 2 and 5.
.. N... Ag" .... td i!ed by Brian Bunting, f igll tln& Ta1I< by Itulh F,..I and Ru. ly

Btmstein; Mietw. 1 Hanntl ..a. on Iht td 'lOn&l board 01 Uboration; Counlu AWlele ..a.
SACCD'. internal .......lttt....

.. N~IO<I MandeLa, Searchlighl on 1M libt.al Party in ll~ration Ju.... 1953. 1'.10.



A new natiolU.l convention?

n... C>ngt'O"S of tho I'eoplo c;utlpoign aifn:'d 10 inllu"""" white opinion and d ....w while

libeul. into do.... co-opeution with the Congress mo...,mt'I\!. In proposing the COP,

Z.K.Malth<"Wi was inlluenced by p"'1""nliol\t begun by tho: SAIRR for tho .taging of •

noriono' ron....,tion. ur memben .uch at fo....... jut ticf mini.,.". Harry Lawn-n..~ .rgued

for a notioNl con"""bon bocau ... · in d""ling with our multi·,KlaI "".tionshipt, Whit.

South Afric:o should .~ak a. one.· - In contrast , _ ·ur libenl. coi led for bl.>ck

porticipobon in • con.....rion.

In 1950 N"i..., R. p.........tativ"" Edg., Brook"" . nd J.t''&I '''t Ballinger, following \he

viol"""" which atk'rlded the M.y Doy . ...Y'.t.""""', coiled for

tho sinking 0/ pony difffl<>""" in a "",nd·table~ boIWft'II all p.>rli...
including th" A/neans, to ~ whol con br dont,lo coun'"" tho unrcst H • • nd to .....
..tabh.h rnn/idC'ntt . mong White.nd Black ahke.-

n..1, coil w.. . uppor!1'd by Lobou' P.rty "'ad'" John au;. tie Ind fo"..." SAIRR di ""'lOr

J.D.Rhcinolll Jon"" who ..gul'd t!>.lt . "';'1 ronAkt "'""""'" from tho · Ii"",e politicol

pol'tizonship· which .tlO1l~ debo..... on raci.l i..u • Two yel .. lot',. leo MOlq""rd

''1ul'd that . _ ho..., failed I.ornentabty In the 11.,. cf pohtical Intogra~n.· I'or

Marquard, tho mot' ser.oUt "",bIem was ·'ho Ioclr. of politic.l ""'lid boIWffn lhor .x...•

lho only solution to whioch hod ~o,"" · the u'1~t .....tk'l" lor the Ioack-n 0/ I II population

V-OUPS 10 """" In • no:w ....tioNl ron"""lion....

Call. for. new natlonll con"""lion by liber.l. OUl>ide the ur _ 1'I'IIrkt'd by ' 1'1""'1.

for bloclr. Iud.... 10 be btoughl lnto the debating forum as. preliminary 10 \hoi, inclu. ion

in .tal<! .""au"". Following tho 1953 general election. tho SAIRR Ind Labour r.">, begin

preparltory wcwk for I notioNI con...,ntion. In the lim WO« of Au"," , 1953, I privlte

ron~ Wi t ""ld .1 Ad..... C>lloge in Nol4 paid for by HaT')' Oppenho;....... of Ill"

AngJo-"""""cln Corpor.tion. to which both blm arid white ~l"Otcntalives _ in\;!ed,-

• The C. pe Arguo, &-4·1950.
• Tho C. p" Tim.., 4·5-1950-
• Balling... poP"fS A41 0/825.3, J.O.RhorinaUt /0...... I<l O.F.Malan,. 5-5-1950.
• Marquard po~" 1lC587 H2.1 4: Lr:o M''<Ju.rd:~ rId.1952.
• Marqu. rd poP"fS 1lC587 EI.1<1, Q.WhylO 10 L.M.rqu.ord, 27-}-1953.



Eigh. Attica....nd cig"l wtUI e invit..-d 10 di""'u ' \he question 01 how Afric c.n

be me", fully au<Xialed with gO'o'''''''''''''' .nd <k-velopmcn, 01 \he countTy· The

SAIRR approached ,.... tlndertaLng with (.ution, .dvi,ing whi le invil<'e> INI ·1....... may

be no n<.'C<'SSily lor <.~ng toge'her, '" Tne Am",... invil<:<l included Ieadin; ANC _ -..nbcr1.

Aibert l ululi (who did not . nl."ndl . 00 Z.IC. Malthew, . jord. .. N",bane 01 th.: ANCYL

a. well a. lonnerly prominenl (on_.... ,i"" ANC .........bers A.8.Xuma. J. mes Moroka and

r .ul Mo..ka. Among.1 ,he whites invited w.... leo M. rquard, M' r;;aret 1l.lIlingn. Winifl't.'d

Hoemlc of the SAIRR. and thc indu'lrialisl H.J.""" Eck.

c«>nomic ",Ionn• •ue!> as Ihe " ten. ion 01 lhe provi. ",... of L'Ie lndu''''''l Concili,o.'ion ACl

to Afric. ... • bo' h UP policy bcfOl't.' ilS <""'Ior. l defea t in 1948. On more fund. mm ral is, ues

_ blad polilialligh.. . nd I"" fr.nchiw · 1ts..1"\' w., no . grcemenL Tne wltile bcn of

lhe eonlc.-c""'" ,ugg"~' number of dirf<ol't.'n l possible quahrl.".bON for lh<" fr. nchi ON.-

.uch propos.al. ~umably pu' forw.rd by l.oo Marqua rd . w. , the then U' (qu.lified)

franchise policy. All _e ",;c..",,,f,

Tne alti.ud.,. of Non-Europ<'. n fJ'o<'mbton 01 t.... Con~ was thaI they would
..... be abl<- b> u ke part in f'H'hcri ng the attaiNnom' of L'w . 11""'llon of the prner.,
fr.ndU... l. ws .loog one or otho>r of Ihe •• Ii "'",,'cd by European mcmbcn.
They indicate<! ,hat. if the Europea.n 1T'CftIb. wished to work f<J< .It,,,,,tion along
tM se Ii...,.. lhi' was Ihe co"",", 01 u.... £"'0""... rremben."

The growth (>f ' ho> ANt. il. ,UC«"»r"l ;odoption of ma. ...bascd e'!r&·parli,o."""'tary

. ...atcg;cs, a nd the political po l.ari..bon of ,he! 1950s, f""""<l libcnl, to~.e

,"""""I"", to .he! <lcmand. Gf bolh the NP . nd ,he Congreu moVc-mcT.I . nd ",k a middl ~

""".... betwftn right and lelt. UbeT. l. cl.aill"><'d: "We . ... nol """......;,... We ' Ilting In

,"" middle. be1wttn two Ntion.li.....,- 11 was in this ro nl....' thai libonl., laocki", •

be d:KUSHd .w. y fr(>m Ihe party political ........ me SAIRR conmmce was an initial

.. Marqua,d ~pers 1lCS6? El.26: Coni""",,,," In'';tatio... l~S-lm.

.. Mar'!'Urd ~pe" 8C58? E1.1 9; Q·....h~ to l.Marqu.ard, V-S-l 'l53.
~ M~ltJ""rd ~petS ~? EI.32: No.... on the DiW"!9n• •1 thr Confe= on

Franch'M R,ghll. s-a-1953. p.l .
iI A la.. r aton in Adnnu 1I .f>.195J, p.4.



att""'p' I<> find 50"'" cnmmon ground be1 w<'O'n uP libo:ral. and pct<eiwd ·moderat..• in

the ANC. Do-spit.: the lack 01 .gf<'O'O'l<1\t. 11>0 cook,.."",. <allc:od on tho SAlPJI. 10 ·.,.. ;>loro

the possibility of .onvt'rling fun"'~ Inl",,-radal coni"'........ p~lilN... ry to a N.tio...l

Con""n!ion.-

~ SATRR d_.-~""a"," l b<1w..... whit. libo:ral and ANC opinion affl'Cl<>d the cor

campaign in IWO w.~. Fi"dy. u will be $(\'n. the immovability of~ co,.... rv. li-••

Afri<.In 1f:oad.... on the question of uni~1 . uffn g. ......."" to <let'" ~;ng white Iib. ..I.

from paniciparion in the COl'. Secondly••ight d.~ aft"" 1f:o..;ng Adam$ Colleg••

ZK M.tthew. propoo<'d the c o r. pointing I<> the SAIRR initi.tiv. u an Id.... whkh the

ANC .hould tak. over. In a .uppon;ng """""..ndum. M.tthew< atg" "" 1h.it "1'

·d esp:>li.m· wu forcing .nti-Na!io",,!I.t wh;1n to ",vi,.., ·policies . nd prog"''''''''''' wh ich

11.0"" ou dived lIwir u..-ful..... .- M. tthews cited the formatio n of 11>0 U' .nd ·w eN nged

oudook of lhe Labour r.,ty· u evidonoo tN l

the tim<' i. long overdue fo< • lhoroughi:0ing ~...mi...ticon 01 the pla.., of
dl H.".ont oection. of the popul.tlOn tn the SOuth Atncon body politlO."

lilhe SAIRR eonf."'..... rev." lcd to libe.,l. the polititll g.p bt-tw..... them>el,~ .nd the

ANc, it did the '''Ilr", for 1I>o0o ANC memb<:n pI'O'$O'Ot. N' ...."It. M. tthew. w.mod that

the SAlRJl. co';"""lion, by ....trieting il><'ll to <'Ot.b/i.hod polillal organl...""", . nd woo-Icing

to • libe<.l . gend• • would not . dequ. tely roflK1 $outh Afri<.In tondilion>." n.. Congr......

adyj~ lhe SAIRR IN! it was ' MOOl .ppropriato· 1h.i1 they h.od \.I~ over the propootd

which i. prim.lrily .nd in the fi.... p1~ tho concom of th. non-Eurol""'n peoplc>
lhern><:olve. who . ro moot dlroctly . /f<'CIl'd .nd who Ionn the m.ljority of It..
popula tion! '

......l1y, Cong'''' load.... pointed to the United N.lin", CQIrlINo.ion on rKi.1 . ff. lrs In

South Afri••, which~ callo<l for 'a round-table conf..."... 0/ membc-rs of diffcrmt ethn;c

group> of the Union.. .. y .. ...f o.doo . ,go<:<l thol the coP "'ys !he basi. for. funher

" M....q...rd papcn BC587 E1.49: Summ.lrv pf DiKUfOion . 6-3-1953. p.l .
.. Matthew >: MeMOrandum Op.clL. 1'_1 .
" Ibid
" Ibid .
~ Ib id . quoting. lener from tho SAIC to tho SAIRR.
.. Advance 12-$-19.... 1'.2 ,



e'l"",,,,n of """ 'peubon 10 Ind ude all Ntion. l 1:""'1"'" in Nile w;th do......tic ar.d

inl......rionol coil. for. ""lic",,1 «'n,-en""n: lho cor, ho concludod. -....-. the ""lOrical

,I«'d of the ~ .....'"

Whitu OUld lite Congress of tlle People.

Cong' ''''' I~ad...... ho;><'<l lhal by ta~ing 0"'"' INIV" towatd. organi. ing aNtic .....

..,.,,,,,,,,lion, lhose org.nisatiON Inl.....ted In the i<l« would join lMrn In the COl'.

Invitalions to «>-Jponsor Ihe COl' _ .....1 to the SAm . nd I:" l iberal and labour

I'.nin. and further in'liI.1iens Ie participate in the COP W<Te .....1 to all polilical

Orpni..hoN In lhe COUntry, including th'" tlniled and N.lion.oIiSl parti... In discu" io...

with the LP ond SAlRR, ConS..... """"",," .....pho.ised I"" imporu.n~ 0/ ad"""O!'" whl~

participobon in the COl' both in . ""nglhening ncnracioll.m and ....king the Cons"" tru ly

""l'f"'SC"t.oli'"."

On 1M ""'" 01 1M COl', !'>cwnt'f, SACOcr. NEC l\C~ thot "on ethlor N lienal bc<Iie>.

who c1.im to hold 1M b y Ie the lulu,.". 0/ South Africa. hov", obondor",.d the field to th<>

Congress "'lli.o~; and ccfT<'Clly pn-dicted lhol "it is l\Cw clear tNI the Cong,."... ef th'"

I'tlCpl",. /or .U b_, wm bo> coupled in p""plc'. mind. w;th L~ Cong>n.....-~ COP

.ponoor*oip.nd porllclpalion w~'" ,..".....Iri('led to 1M C""g=. ""'............1 ond it• • nin. , ,,,,h

• • the Fed,.,.. h"" cl South Afric. n Wemen IFSAWL n woo odcplion cllhe Fr."", e'""I...

nw cor wn ncn~less Inl~nded 10 draw in ncn-tong..... organi.. t;cm,. ponicululy IhC'

U' .nd SAlRR.

Fo........ l P """,*",", and cclfllnC'l'll' lCrs , uch os j.net Robo1Uon. bow.rgued lhol Ihe

LP """sed to co-. po nsor th~ COl' bcoc.use 1M pony wos ol'lly Invi.ed 10 mok'" work • PT""­

"..;.ting pl.n 0"'"' wllich lhoy _,.". o/flOfed no ronrrol." SucII c\olms hel;", IhC' open

apprcoch mad'" by th'" Congres. Alli.on~ to whilf llbonl. in 1954. £Iement> withi" the

" Ib id .
~ SA1RR: Cachol;" discu,s;on or.elL; Fried...."" to NC ep.clt
.. SACOD NEe :~ cr.clt.. p3 .
.. Robe<too'" liblOfalipn op.cit, W .l64·165; p~ Brown: Thr um.1Porrv: A

Chronology with Comrn<ml (Rho<k's U", .enity 1'1&5).



ANC w= d e.o.rly O1\COU ged by the p"'f""<"'l SAJRR/ Laoou, P.rty N~""ol con.""",on.

• nd lhe limited co-opc ,;on which Nd d~lopod bct....." I~ C""S"" nd lhe: U',

LuNli, ' ye. r .ft...~~ng joinl ANC/ LP "",",l>:I"\h.ip, $pOke of ' ho lP"bet who m

. nd ourKl vn there hi. 1S • w. r.n .nd . ympo,heft( und~l.Inding u.d friendly co­

0p""'tion on . pecific i..""" wh= our p;>licin .gree.•"

The lP .nd ot hoT org.ni..liorl. invito:<! 10 co-oporu.or lho COP we'e offOl'fd ooqu.l

r<prnenl.ltion wilh the /o~r Con~ "" the NAC (which co-oroiN t"" tho c&n\poip>l

.nd O<1:ion.1 cor .tructu,.... The ;nvil.l~on .lI'tS>ed tNl only lho btOoOd outlines 01 the

c.....po.ign tw:l boen oetI led:

·Let u' . pe. k togelheT of ftco<!dom: Thi. sums up the (On<cprion we N ve of L~e

nnge.nd purpo<o<> 0/ the Congress 01 1"" P«>ple...•

The invillobon. l£.Il opcn until lho fil"\' cloy oIlho COf', empl\osi~ the flexibil ity of cor

....nge"""''' . nd thus highl ighled ,he influence non<ongnss org.nisotions could exerI.

The COP c. mpoign . imed 10 unile fonNI org.ni..bons with populo. somri """,' through

tho (n>.rion of • N tionwide netwo. k 01 10<.01commit l..... the deY1llopmenl of . 'Freedom

Con5Ciousneoss' in Ordi Nry people . nd gt.n~ng them con:roJ 0= tho contenlS 01 the

Fr"':"", CItIm" . An organi..,ions w""' invited 10 partX:ip>'" in tho rnobib.tion l.lkins

pia"" . round lho coP. In e/foct. non-Congrn. bodin w""' lnvll«! to enlet ,ho COP . tId

compel'" op.-nly for support with lhe AJI"I'Ce, M,he NAC lU ted:

We do no, inl<"nd to pu' I pteeonceiwd "Cho' le'· bclo", • hond-p;cW ·Auembly .·
We _ k •• ther ' 0 c.nv." the en'Lte ('Ounlty, ..Icing Ord iNry people everywt""",
In~ w. lk of life, 10 ..y in \hoi, own word. WNI thoy need I<> tNl<e Item

"'''''
Aw. ", of Jibe...1 hostility toward. uNv.......1 ...Ift.g.... e.....·pof!i tory oelion.nd ot~

«'r'llr.l ,etI<'Is 01 the Con"... ""'Vetl~1. ,ho N"C .tr't:'SSed thll ",nisalions W<Nld be

.ble 10 inflUC'f\(e ,ho cor .nd th... CM ItT through portid pllion in tho NAC; ""''''''.,....,..

they would "",,"in 1d<'Ologic. l1y free:

In b,end;ng \hi. invillotion. we rtllke it cle., IN' ' oceplO I'Ce 01 the 'ColI' .nd
pan icipa lion on ,ho N.'ional A(lion Council don not in any w. y bind YOU'
organi..non 10 .cct'pI Ou' VIeWS· 0' any olheT views • 01 WN' Is freedom Ye.u

" lUIUI;, Pm id""'i. 1 " ddrea op.<I~ f' ,I39.
• LP paf"'" Al16n·rnIm.ReeI 3: NAC Invillotion 10 ,ho LP to m-oponso , the cor, ~

1·19S-l.
.. Ibid.



n... cor compaign WIS i~t<:nde<I 10 0F'O""~ in both black .nd whil\' pol iticol ."'lI.1S.
E1«tion. wore oeen as • "",.n. of g01>el'lting while . upport by p>sing • e-""U""ge in I

mo:dium <'HOff. 11O whil\' politicol pr.a\te_M u...ign<'d . rticle in FightiKg T4Ik Itguod tNI

whit", w.... o:ommonly ....", • • "mummific!d in their .lti1odel Of p";udioe . nd racial

isol.tion, . nd thl' nothing will ev"," d •• nge them;" the ~, il wu I rgued..... . tru<':

Every new democr.tic forw.rd movm'Cnt of the Non"''''hi~ people, o:o~n.bng '"

.horply with 1!'Vft)'''''''' Covetl'lml:nt in",.d on OIl. puce.nd hberti"., bring. mo~
Europe.... 10 the poinl of breoking ""til the t..dit",,,,. of race diocriml...t>on I nd
oppm.ion. Tlle Del.."", Campaign dId "". le. ving in its wile the Cons...... of
Do:rnocr.ts. the Ubo:ral i'.ny .nd . """" lho ro'Jghly cIo>mocr.1ic Labou. Plrty. Tho:
... Cong,.".. of lhe People cl mp.oign c. n do It Ig.in, on I wid... ",.le."

By . t.oging nohonal e1«tions 10 the cor, il WIS .rguod, "il con be mode impossible for

Ilwm 10 .t.oy oul":

Will il be pos.ible for those who ..".,.lo<Ily advise the roon-Europeo n people to k
"""trlintd; I nd ...ho <Tilici....he Congm......vemrnl for ilo n .1t. impelUOsi'Y to
l ilow el«tion con.<.... in EurOPNn ."'" , 10 go by drilult to the only EU"'P"""n
body thus fit rommittod to . uppon ihe CongrMS of the I'tople, th< S_A_Congn....
of D<,moa-llO~ I kli""" not."

FICl!d with boilt. the Ioti.tical diffi""lt;'" ol 'lagi~& .uch election.. In<! I growi~s

. ............... 01 1M 1eg.1 dins,," of l&1l<jng ol el«ling; "I _ !'ltliorno:nt _ I prople'.

Pl rl..""",I,- the idel of ...ti""'" el<'Cllon. WI' dropped in mid·19S-1 ."

Congrn. I...,.u,.. hoped thot the lJ' In<! SAffiR in po.tcular W<luld b<'<:omo- full

pon id ponts In 1M COP. 113 $"':t!. the cor ~..".ted I second I Fpl'Oldl /tom Congrn.

lNde.. to white libcTal', followin&lheir refusol lO ",in the Con~ of Oomoa.lO in 1952.

Ind • Nrther I ttC'mpt 10 brooden the CongrMS "Ilia""". Commitment WI nonrldol N1o,.

Iuod ~<:d IS the guiding principle of lhe Co~. AliiIRa' by the ...Iy 1950s. 113

A1krt Lululi >t.l<'d.:

I ,,"ve Slid il in the po.t. Ind I reprlt II !loft, thol to me Afrik.o is I lind for . 11
who • .., in it who giw il undivided loyally, whl l1rVer th<";. nd.li origin might k .
I b..~ ieve in Ind wor k for the occopllnce of the <:ol'lC1"ftion Of all in Ahilo:.1 being

" Ibid.
• FiJ.htlna Till< April19S-1. p.4.
• Ibld_
" ".Ivanee-. EdilOriol.1!--4-1~ ; ..,.. . 1"" Will ... Sisulu In Counter A1tIck July 1934, p.).
• Kon. Ind Gerlll": CMII<.",ge op.<il.• p.57.
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known .. Amean....•

n.. SAIRR and U'......., abo aPI"""Chtd for more irNno>diale .....oons. The p.>rticipa bon

of promin""l public ~gu....uc ll as Alan Paton. Marg alOt Bollin g.. and Donald Mollt'no

of the LP, rould be exp«l<.'d lo reolrain IIIe anticipa1ed reprt"l&H>n lIIe COP WO\lld .ufl...

Mo n!OV<'f. .. lIIe 1J>'. Marion Fri«lman no1<'d alt.. InOl'1ing NAC repro_tali .......

the o rig;n.:>l .ponso.. are e'lr""",ly annou. 10 get the Libenl Pany in .. ' po"""""
lhey made it qUite clear that d ..·v wiohed u' to «IfJ'I<' In 00 thal we could ha" e

a hand in what wiO< being d<ddf<i. Furthermo~ it i. evident thai In~ving our
.upport 111<')' believe. and prob.obly tighlly too. that o lho:t organisatioN will l lIen
be """" willing to come in.-

receptiviry to new idea. in w"i ... hbo<ol circles. and to draw \lu:l:n from the au tious

middl<-gt'Ound inlO """",,p"""tion with the C""t""" .....v..........t For kim being ..ked

~ly 10 l"'pl..........1 a preron<ci'~ Cor.gr<:<6 plan. lib<nlt we<o invited 10 N:lp c0­

ordinate Ihc> COl' ~paign. 10 pa rticipale ;n the .....lion of Iocol COfNTIiI"",". and 10

canva.. black . upport /or wir Ideals and programzne. It w ill &n Invi~ tion ,q..'CIed by all

w l'lite org.nisalH>M barring SACCO.

SACOO ~nd Ih. Congnss Alliance.

n.. South African Congre<' 01 O<>momtl. was 1(>l"In('<l In 1953 Ind .... llSelf thnoe main

goals:

10 prt>= IlWlI the mosl u alooJ. guardian of our~' ri.I ."" ; 10 pmnil no . lIaCk
from the go~t 10 paso unr;Nllenp; 10 Iorge a nu ' IaN uniry of all South
AJrkans for Oomxralic rig"ts /or all.-

SACCO w•• a sma U ac ti"i.1 org. ......_. willi an aVftiOge I'II<'mbo:rohip of 2!J(J' bul wilh

a public prufile which belle<! its 04e. SACCO issued a large ornount of anti....panheid

• ANC papers AD1189/ 5 /CIo, luNli: On lM African National Cpngms, 5-6-1956, p.ll.
• SA lRtI., Cao<halia discus.ion "".cit.
.. Friedman to ro.:C op.<lt
• C....nter A ttack November 1953. p.1.
- Inlt'rviews with 1o'ad ing SACOD official..



p"'rag.r>d., and "''' campaigns in 1~ ..julIO .rea. On • wide r.nge of i........ by me.",

of I."."" ." 1he p....., .ho:! colle<:bon of "8"' ''''''' for I"'tibo", • • table> in tlw ..~t>,.r>d

publiC~ng'. SAooD ,u!f<"ft.'d. ~igh "'V.. of ~",n; by 1954. for nample, 4~ of

t~ ANC, ...ti"",1e<l 30 000 member> had boo!n wNl<'d, ..hile 40 SAooD memb<-n ......

wNl<'d- The NEC 1101«1 .ha, .,..... i"l: SACOD "could .1"""t he tho ' \Ol)' of 1he

w lVlinp .'" Fund. """" r. iwd through ,ut>ocriptiono, tho ..Ie of SACOD 1'1"'lu"" . nd

cake .nd bool< .."1",,. Fina ....... ...." ptocariou. throughout W 1950>: in 1954. S",ooD had

• li.bility of £256.8.11 ; 1Qu. y<'Ui ;"1..., il"oCl>me and l~bilihes wt.nced oul at 0135.7.

.... PMt of lho:! multiracial eongr.... "'11~n«'. S,o,COD hod . ". pcci.1 mi..ion to COnYer'

wkite South Afric.n•."" TIIroughout the 19505, """""v.... SACCO ""'gl:kd to find • point

of conjunction bet..""n partid paling in campaigns initia.OIl by ,he bLKl< eong..........nd

worki" g with ..kilt'O. S"'OOO W I> • politi<.ol home for the while left ::: fo......". CPSA

fnl'mben •• well a, 'OCiali.1O from ,he ,ra<W UNon movement, Springbok Ltgion ..:tivi...,

churchmen . uch .. Trevor Huddl",,'on . nd Pad ", du M. nolr, . cademi C', .nd 0'''''''.

SACOD ......mbership included 00"'" who ft'joc1<'d ll>e <.oil to work wi.h ..hi"", but joi~

W 0rsani..tion bec-ou~ it p lOY\d<!'d tho "P?OfNnity of "going Into ll>e townskip' • ••

Con&",",' fnl'mbof....

.... we have ........ the formation 01 SACOO and ,he <.oil for whi,,,, to work arr""'g"

whi"" o«-asioM:l • major d i. pute within tho ..hite Idl" SACOD~ wen: dr. ..n

from the ra nb of those who. "by lonll campaigning few what wen: f""",,,ly rioliculou• • nd

ocom Oll Idea';, h.o ve plan.ed the !lO'<'d of f'""V""ive and rad;';.1 outlool< in South Alrica....

.. Lodge: B1Kk Forti£! op.d~, p.76.

.. T....."'n Tnal collection ,0,0 1812 £/1-3: Orx .ni8!ional Rrpon . s,o,COD f,;ational
Conl.....-.«, 24-6-1955, p.l .

.. Citood in A Bc-rrnan: The South Am r.,n Congr!!;!' o f p,.mom " Vrn-I'l62 tHo'","""i., Univ.....ty of C.pe Town. 19781, p.50, 82.
" T",a",n Tml collection ,0,01812 F.!I: AIM LutuU: Our Common T..I<: .........ge to

SACCO N.tional Conf~, M. rch 1956. pol .
.. In,,,rv;,,w wi.h Baruch Hirwn 11 9£61. Ir.noaipt 1'1.
• s.... chap\"'" $.
.. T....."'n Trial collection ,0,01812 Efa.! .:!: Ru,,,, IlemslCin: The Il;e>od To L}o:;r'Y

Octobc-r 1953, p.t.



,,,
Such work, ""'"""v.... hod fo<usscd on ~nd been Ioc. tt'd ",tIli.. 1lIc> bJ.od rommunily. A'

SACCO Nalional ~'Y 11m Turnk N' Mt<><:I, wki' e radi<ll....1<'IN • Ind itioll of

worki ng in tIw township' ..!her Uwo the while . ...."

Even ,"" ConV"" of Om'ocnlO• • lthough it ",n'lon")' ~sanvd it. fO~ afld its
duly to wo,k among "'" wh,leI. .......",h<:k-». ludillOn hod bo'm t:$..bli>h~ ·.nd
If"diboll in polities is . "cry powerlul thing."

In wOTking wi,h whi,""" SACOD raoed t>;>Ih inlOnlal d;rr~ and ... lIm\al hostility.

AllemptS to work in .Il"~ wHI> ot ho1' c"",i..tiOO'$ oponting in the while ' reo. w....

1.rgely predudod by lhe .nti-«>mrn..nisl . ...pidon with which SACQO wu ng. 1'Il<'d.

Reb tions bl-tween 1lIc> lP .I'd SAroD ~ ~cul",1y """Ii~. U' I"C'mbon accuO<'d

SACOD of acting as • front /or former crsA mcmboon whl> dominait'd the A.'lC . r>d

SAlC: SACOO in l\lm .rt<odt<l 1M U' for conduct'",. ·wh"....., n1y' . lNggl. by l't'j<cting

O1<lra'po.li.rrrnlary . ction,·

SACCD~... ........ active in the Wnlml AlNs f't"'"'" COmmin.... fcnnod In ~'>l'

white suburbs of )oh;m......t>ur;;. orglni.ing IN despatch 0/. lhou..nd. 01 fOSlUn::. 10 Oly

Councillors oppo.ing thr """';>,,01, ",hi1l' OPndi ng . p'. k.... "Sunday al,,,. Sulldoy oil",.

Sund ay" 10 SoplU.otoW1'l." SACCO "bo .upp m od mow> 10 lonn " bI'Oo<I <tIm.IrOll... 0/

..p'. ...... loIti""" horn II><- ll'. ur. Tor<:h C(lmrNndo, lIbou. Party and lht' (hUrthn 10 co­

Ord iN te Opp>.irion 10 tho> ""nov. l.. How""... mo\Oft by SACCO 10 &" in ~loI~on fo,

lhe black eongr....... w= blocl<ed by lht' other otpnn.hI'no wl'o k:a~ a h1dd<>to r:lOtiw

on SACoo'$ part and th~ <tI"""it~ <:ollapocd.- A member of the SAlIUt noted thai It

"eong...... IIftti ng in loh........bu'&- lht' rogiotration of d. 1"&J1I:$ w" s ' cka, ly in h&nd. of

C.O.D. - no Non.Europ"a ns I t "'8isu·. lion 1Obk's.. ...~king funhcr cvId~ of SACCO

do minance. the SAIRR "'f'Orte1" nonc:thc1e.. c11iplicolly <tII,eluded:

My own irnp"""ion thol whole line 01 acllon di<Uted by people. pmbobly C.O.D.
whooc one l im is to hcighlen """"1rncnL'"

"In,,",,"_ w;(h Ben TID'Ok (19M). tronsa;pt p.16.
.. Sfto ctlapter 1.
" In_w with Helen Joseph. 1'.9.
... Adv",,"" 18-).1954 p.l and ctlapter 1.
... ANC paP"'" ADlI89/10/M.1.&, SAlRll; Rcp>n on Tra........l COl' """";ng. 25-7·

1954.
... ib id.



''"
Memben of SACOO. the LP and II\(, SAJRR were Iorg.ly dr~W!\ from \1>0> ...".. ,tr~,~

of mjddl,,·d~.. white in,.ll."".. I. ,.nd. hoot of P""O""I.nd proI...ioNI ...Iotio"," ;!" cu'

p""POnder.""" of "wyen. acaderr.io or><! prof.,..;"""l., and both " tgani...tions fo~nd '''''

Engli.h.•pc••ing uni""..;~<'S to be '....oi. INjo. , ..""itment ....._SAroD a1\O In(!udO'd •

numbcr of highly ,ble working d n. whi SOI1'Oe 01 whorn hod been CT'SA mcm'toen'"

U' ....,.",bns w,"", lu gcly brought ;1'110 II poliliGll am>. by ,he po>l.194l1 gro wth of anli-

N,lioNli., "",Ii"",,,\; SACOD """"ben in IMg.. part hold been aniw in Ii>< 1'0400 in

ort;,ni..tions ."d, .. .he Cl'SA. the Spnngbok L.ozi<>n, and 1M tr~. union """""""nl.

o.-.atbing U'/ SACOO h.;>.1illli.... t r ""'mbn Em;' W.....tuJ not1'd:

We w..-e s" spiciou. 01 the COO bo<;.Ju~ in v.ry;I\& degr.... we beli..~ it \I;) be
Communi, t conlrOl1ed o. influ<1'>Ced. but our dille....",. ..or.. 01", oIl<:mpen"",n~
and empllasis. We """'" Ie<. ~i<.ol thon they WO"e; Ins involnd wilh the
ConV""" .....v.......t....

..... • •"",n body shunned by othM organi...boM working in w hit.. . ....... SACOD t ould

not derrYnd ..,.."lion . 10"", ;1> innuen('I: derived from il> posi tion IS • ~rtnn in Ih<'

Congn:u A1lia...". Where Cong=' 'Ir.ng'h wa, Ie» evidont. SACOD'. ;nno"""",, w.ned,

SACOD'. Cop" Secrctary noled, . ~.... "",,x 0/ the ....ller it j=>inl Congreu _akn<:>. , whl<h

. 1Iow. other group' II> . void u. al p.....,..t.- A• • m ult. SACOD _ vim In the . arly

19500 .tro"" to ....bli.h cl<>... "01 lJng ",lahon. with the eong..... """,,''''''''1.

SACOD's "''Ie, b..ed in lohan......buTg. """;ndcd ........t>en of lho'ir pi"", In the

Congrt'1' ".., "....e.lI. ....,..,... lhe e on gr<"" l\'IO'Jernent was .trongly rop"""",led, a. In

Durban and Johanne1bo. o;. SACOO memb<n <On<'C1ltn'od lhoir polllical work 01\ whil.

In both citi... SACC O w" "'l''''''''''l1Od on j=>int Congt'l'U a>mmilt-. In Copt' Town. wtlm"

the ANC w•• relahvely w""k and ..,"'" ~oding ........ben .yn>palhttic 10 lhe l P, rela lion.

w.... more diff;cull. Cop<' """"ben -...""";ndcd th.ot while

of roo ,"", you ...osl "",inlain oontaot wilh the rongreues and oo-ordi...... you. won.

- For e••mpl. , pri•.1en Len Ln-Ward"" and I'it1 BeyIo",,1d (fanner Labou. P.rty
........tcnl. fanner mi"'" la.k Hodpon. ..lesponon Issie Htymann,.nd d"""'.cion/buildc!r
John Matthew..

- W lld: J"l."""i.. op,cit. , p.'Jol.
- T "'" Tri.1 .011<'<'1101' 1,0 1812 Cr.2: B,CoI",halk 10 y.IIa .....t-t.tt. 1·11).1 9~.



_. w~ hoP'" you do not tkin k thot C.O.D. c~n build S..... .C.P.O. or the "' _"" ,C. ...p....t
from ~.oi.ting lho'm when \hoy ~.k for u .i.t• ...,... I"""" i. htU~ thot CO.D. con d "
10 . tn'1'Igthen thom <>rg.ni ... tionolly....

~ Dpe T"wn b...."ch "1"'ntd !hot 0/ • bc<>k~hip cl eighty. "15 C~n b<' .. Ik'<l

upon to de regula, ~ve work; 0/ whom only lour~~ to do doof·to-dour

WOB in tho whit~ ~",. ..'" S"'COD'. UP'" -.ry . tiIted: -so king " ~ it ,.".i.tiI""~

to this poi""''}' form 0/ .K\ivity. '" Icng will ..~ ....... in .mall .nd iooLated." In con t t,

·tho belt aspect· 01 S....COO'. work in up" Town " as the intn>duetion 01 otudy cLas ..

run by S"'COD and . ,,,,,,dod by ANC. S....O'O ~nd S"'OU -",bon'"

In Jchonnl:'<bu't- lho work cl S"'CCO~ ..os brg~ly ....tricted to br...-.ch and

Ioal _viti. ... Senior S....COD membon. hownf.r, w..., '~I"..""to:d On natioNl ...d

provirocio.l Cong"'" ....lli. fa ro nsultiltive ro mmil....... The porticipohOn of lriOdir.g INmw.

in non..ool Al1i.~ """,mi N"'" gc.....r.tod g""-ro<>tI critiO-. wi' h """"bon ..-guing tN t

S....COO'. lock 01 gro..th ....ulted from · tho f.ilu... of leading ~ to take ....... !he

""p"lISib;h ti<>s 0/ __.,..kip··; as !he S"'COO pum.ol Cow., U""k noted:

TOI> ma.y 0/ u. ' F"'f"I far too mach time .t Commitift IfUling. _ • f~ 1<-0..
""";ling. and _ might ha"" WOn .nil ""'''' 5Uj)P"rl by h. ving """" time
"",.va.oing "''''''1: lho people.'"

s ....cco ....u . .....n org.ni ...lion with • $h.oky financial bal i, which pu!ici;.ato:d in •

wid~ r.ng~ 0/ ca"'P"ig'" ....d mainwnod • highly visib~ publi<: prufil• . The ....ult ..u

We have .prung from 0""' cam;oa'gll to . not""" without cvnoclidating ou, work,
withou t ",viewi.g OUr pcllM'ltial• • nd making tho...,....sary pia", 10 cof'" with ........
conla<1'. ""'" work has bfton hopl\ou rd .nd UllplaMl'd _ Much "". Ie b<' dOf'IC
with . ....11 null\beTo, ov...·burde:>od with toe ....ny meeting• •nd lIllk> ti"" lor
careful .na])"i•.'"

S....COO ..u .t ito me.1 a.cIiv~ when illvolwd in .., ill i. g other COng........ In n<>nrat;i.ol

... T "'" TriIIl colleclic. "'01811 02: Y.9a.....bbll to &G<>tbchalk, 1O-1I·1~

... T """ Trilll collertion ....01 811 ErIk up" Well .... Repc". 3;·3 /1 ....1~. p.l .

... Ibid., p2 .
... T.... son Tlial collcctir>n ....01812 £11.6: I~ NEC Report. p.l .
n' Counter ....ttacl< Nov. mber 19!>4, p2.
'" SACOD: Qrga.i.. tion.l R("(?(l!'] cp.ci t., p5.



... InlerView wilh Holen Jmeph. 1'7.
'M SACOO P'I""" AOl l96/C: Ch.oi ,.,.... ..·• Addm" '958 SACCO National COnf...........

«mpoign•. Lo.d ing SACCO """,,1x-r1 w= w"ll in"'S... !<.'d in All ioll<~ . ' ruc"'''''; br.nch

n>nn1x-r1, ho .............. · plodded .Iong· in Clmpoigns in ,~ while ' fNS,M' As ' uch. SACOO

w~komed the COP UrTlpoign. wltich wu bolh nonr.a.ol.nd promi"'<l 10 in~l~ ' torV'"

number 01 SACCO membors in,o Allu nce . truetu..... A""IY"" of the ""Ie of SACOO.

ho w.-..n, . Imost un i""..., lly cl.im IN ' SACoo~ domi....'ed!he Congrt'<. Alli;mce.

SACOO wu , .nd w. ' intended to be•• p>litie>l ,-:>"", for 1lw wlti'e lofl. Acc<>l'ding

'0 ....~0....1 cholrpe""n Pie,.... Beylevdd, SACOO w••

•~"loOO:U~on 0/ like-minded people. bound lOSflh... by a COmmon bolief In
1lw neceoity for.nd 1M d.......b'lio/ of a dt-mo<r.ti<: $OcieIy booed on lhe t'qUoIily
01 .11 d tiU'fl' ~rtIl~.. 0/ ••ct Or colou,.'~

Beyle""id no led \hoI SACOO did not ho"" ".n .n.......bncing progn= and p>liey On

everything ,1\0, ""I'P""'I.J ""'" and . bn:>o<l, to wltich " ""I rneml:>o:< mu" 0_ oIlegia~

publicly, or ....ign." Rother, consensu. <'OV....-d !he 'lI'\lgglr for eqllOl n gh'" and tho

primacy 01 1M ANC in 'N.' "ruggle; Ito.rW...... SACOO members hod ·d i........ p>litiClil

al lo;ionc..· .nd includ ed <'Ommuni.!>. .nli·So";"1 (. nd .nti<I"SAl sod.Ii"., non-soci.Ili. ...

CM.lia", and olhen. Th.1~ former C1'SA mmtborrs joinrd SACCO, &«'Oeding to Hel""

Jooepb. w..._ .u!pOi"ng": i' w., 1M only org.ni..bon to which ,hey C'OUId brl<>ng

which unequivocally . upported the ,,",ggle for "'11101 nghu.'"

Mo.1 ~,.;,ting <'0",""",1 on SACOO flow. from • prior a" umrtion. lhol SACCO

provided •• 'I'J'><'S' 1>( ..-.;... . with an ~~I"", ' 0 lho Congroo. Allia nce." 5u<:h 00SCTti0'" toke

no accoun, of lho rol~ of btock commu..i"" in.ho A.'lC, SAIC and SACl'O. MOl'eOV<1". lhoy

. .... pmni>ed 0 " ' M prominence of some formr.r Cl'SA tnemben in SACCO• •• ther tho..

on .""ly'" Of lho prog.a.,..".., and OCli vitin of SACOD l~lf. E""" then. .,,""""""' ton
hove cilosom '0 ignore SACCO members w'-:> hod ..",..,. joined tho Cl"SA, who hod Irlllhe

Pa rty be/oI'e i. d iobonded. Or lho s;gnifiunl numbo:T of SACCO .......ben .."tile to !he

p'.
,.. H~1en I"""ph: Tomorrow'. $u n: A Smuu\l'd J""mal from South

1968), 1'.$2.
," CeTNn:~ op.dt. p.157.



"""'"" Cl'SA.- '"'"' 10.- Q '"'IO'Y irlc!U<!cd T........J'IOIS. ......... O'SA .........t>tn """"1 ~ let

IN pony. and A."K: "'PP" It,. ouch .. """IC "e"ot>E. Htlm jcwpIt. """0 do><nt>t<l "'"""II

SACOO "'... . ......n ""1.....- _ acIcd irI ""F'P"t' '' orr......,. iNliMftl by IN

bIad~ c:omn-u"", 1vY't~ IJOM ... ,.u.". iIrt'Itho irI .~kiIoC

SAoCOD'o ... irI Iht 1950>_CttNn aTJC'CI u...1 by .. Iht

do#ns of _ lavon. "''P IINll whic.\ ndical ",hi... on ....,...,1 .. 1M.
m-i_ _ I,h ..... irl~ _ abIt ...~ llwir I\hican alIin. ir>rritablyau" •dt'bl ",hidI Amca... could "1"'y 0fIIy by ltncli"C lhrir "'PP''' ... IN p""
......... of "'" _~ Itft • tIw~ n...." e nl propo~ tfforlJ on bth.oIl
of "'" So...,. l1fl ion ..... ChiN 11 ..........:l ~ prict III poy_-

Co1'lu-" • •~ IN I fo. lhow ' """' 1"""""i"B _ in Ihrir . ympolhy _ ••th Ilw 1&.,
f""Chod by ........, of 1M COD't , . """ M. ... i.lI· Ihm! "'as ·• •podal bom>I' . paid lrips

10 Eall.... Europe .'M Silt <:oncludn thaI black o"ppo" Ih... "'&ende<ed "hardly <;QnOhlUtrd

• (OmtI'Iilmml en .ny i...... elM<' to Ill' lmmo<li.ot' " "'M it in South AMca." .

Mary~ .......1'J""d lhal SACOD n..."aa ...... 110ft. position In Ilw C""Jfl""

AJ~'" ·kwcl.llorw.rd _ ... tran<ou. 10..-' sudI as tho Ko<.n "'.r: In .....!rU1 "';110

~ _ darn.. tNt """" 10 "'"" .ohupIy di wislYC.- ~ ouppon of t.iack

~ -.:I u lioNli>ll !of ...e" 10 "'" <-.meN«! uf""L Ito:........ c..rn.n ........

u...1 SACOD li<I ...

lkfiftiDon '" polioai '.w;'Y' 1.."""1 disn.."'Ifd Mia... from - lUlls tIww ......
oA:;o<ti- oj • .... ..., It of~ bIa<t. In_ lIy."

In 1967 Ed";" Munrr ICcl. this ptftpeaM .. Ito ...-. quinc tI\at SAcco. .... Illy-

",hi,.,. orpni..r.ob""; "'H "tho Ind<t '" t/'iO'~- AL= da, III ),I S" COO

_ _ ... ........ ...."'pooIotl'd t/'iO' "PP"" ..,hdonI '" Ilw A-N_c. _ , ,.... by h



'"
simple means of givi~& a hung')'"..." a job at £:!O p<'r mcnlh.'·

Tom Lodgto. while no, off"';"-S • dC\.lilod diSCU"ion of SACOO. N ' .....ly><'d ~

org.ni..tion in l<'rTlU of it> po>;lh.., eft"",!> on lhe Congr~.. AJlioroce. Lodr fI01'" I"'"

SACOO~ "'..... "hil:hly experienced in the field. 0/ pohtic.>l and Ir2dcs UNoel

org.ni..tion"; IN:oir high poli ti<al pn>fil.. dnive<! not from 1M ttw;hin.otions of

mullinociili.... but the .I>ilili.. of SACOO 1I'Io01Tl...... fN ny 01 wtlom had bttn aeti...., for

two dead.. in bl~k politics. Lodge dcocribed SAroD ..........bM• • ,

highly pcrience<l poht;.a"ns with «",.id~.ble in..,l1«tu.l . bili ly. WNtht't Ihcir
colou. 0 would t xpo<l ,ueh people to p~r • dynanUc role.m

SACOD and the Congress of the People.

lhe COP pmmiH'd to g.lnni'" SACOD _l>cn in • nonraciol compo'gn. to giu m rw;nte

fu m> to ",Lotions bel......" the Cong",...... and draw white lit>o",l. Into a e1oo<-r wOf\:.i ng

. 1li.ontt wilh lho: Congr... A1li.~_ 1.3 .oeh. in conlr.., wilh cl.oirns I'n><':< by v.nou.

",....." ....'.ton ''', SACOD lmm<'di.otcly mdoned the cor eomp.oign, dc>cribing il ..

·politic.l job number 0.... for the .ulU"': '"

n.., COl' a mpoign $.I W SACCO mcnib<nhip p..k ' 1 ~_ soo ....IiOJ\llly'· wilh

SACOD dC!'s<Ttba:l as". low,"" of . I""'glll in tht ..hole pr'C'p& lalOry WOfll" for lht COP.'·

n... e.mpaigIl 1'wrl<-oM'd SACOD". full f/I'l<l!gi". box.uoe it .... enbrcly lIOIItaciol. SACOD

fII01T\bc1o 8m Turck w at .ppoil\~ c or org.n'.... for tht~tertl c.pt' .I'd .... "cI«ply

involwd in tht Iowmttipo.... SACOD """"ben worh d in both bla<:k . I'd ..hite . .....;

d""",nd Ml coll""l\'<! On .n orz:.ni..rional basi. , but by nonracial teams 01

organi n... cor ",,,'paign "'Ie.«'d SACOD from • single foru. on white are..., al'd

its mernbcn partkipa lN in lIIe coll"",;"n 0/ dnnal'd., .po~ nlms!vely in tht townships.

,. Ibid.
'" Lodv. Black Porro, cp.dt. p,M.
- tbld.. p .69 . 1'<1 lU" , and c..ma rt: CNllfn« op.dt. p.58 claim tNl SACCO did not

lnilil.!1,Y .upport tht cor.
Countd Atw:k February 1'lS4, p,l.

,. ln~ wilh Holen Jooeph. p.3.
.. SACCO NEC: r'!2!S:1 op.dt" p.J.
'" Inl<1'\fitow wilh lien Turok. p.lO.



'"
pro";""" Inn'pon and produced propogand>. lOT t~ cor. In the ~p<'. SACCO~

worW in rural and urbon oreo•• hold ing '"le nigh• ......ungs in ' ''''Dly town> anc::

villa,.."" At tho; cor it..,lf. SACOD mcmb<n buill the suging ."d provided. lighting

'Y'l""',••HclflI )oS<'ph pu, i t. ",he while< did ' h<- d i")'. h.rd, dank.,. work."'"

SACOD mernbon w= in""lV<>:! at .11 lewIs of "'" cor calnpoign. and in the fin.ol

Congrns. Ru.!)' Bemsl<'in co-or'd,n.o"-'<! • commillee which ....lysed dm.ond. rcni_ for

i..clu, k>n in 1M f , «<I"", C",",f.., whi '" ~}o>cpl\and 8m Turok inlr<>d~ clau",," of

,he C/lIlrl...t J(]iplown. $ACOO wa. ''''P'''''''''<'d on the NAC ..-.I provil'Odal commilltn.

SACOD wa, the only wh;~ oTg.";"'hon to coo.po....,.. and fully ....lid ... ", in the COP

c,"",po;gn . Whitfl . Iso porlicipoted Ihtough ","",,~ip 01 SACIlJ and f$AW. At the

Cong=' of It.. People il>Clf, 112 whilE'S~ _moll! the 2884 deIOS"" 1"""""1. and the

r ..01"", 0 "..'..·• ul><'quivoc'" rommilml'nl 10 • n(ln~.:J fuNre including whil<'S bor<'

tnlimony to their role.

n... cor camp"g" "'w SACCO and SAcra fully fn,"V.ted into the ..l.Obli>hc<l

ANe / SAle . 1Iianc<. Al the HId of t"" cor compoi," _SACOO'> NEe conc!ud«l:

the Congr'O'O' of the r""ple ho. C01'l\e1l"'" the allianee of the C""&........" ""'~ finnly
thon C'Vet tdo~, willi eacll Sl'Ciion now bring _0t"iS<'d and accepled lIN lul l al
an ally bill as a full port..... with ~ual ....g>nsibility, Ii<ft is b<;r,g forged the
fulU~ ama"", of the Sou lh Alrian p<'OPle_.

A>. we hove seen. howe_, SACOO faced m inanee 10 work In wh ile un. , In lI>e cor
CMIlpaign, the NAC was to <O-O!"'rale wi!II wN'e organisations at a national levd;

SACOD's lalk was to canvas. wllile supper! /0. the cop. e1_ng while Volu",..... and

.....king the Europ"a n popula lion Con~f·the-reop~ consciou•. and _ winning
the tnC><1 enlightened and democn' ic of them fur lhe Con~.'"

With SACOO "",mben o.l",o.dy fully in""l"",, in the collKli<m of demand. from bIod

alN., SACOO leaden ealled for • "many·tid<:<l campaign" in the white ......, lrcluding

IIou... to IIou... cann •..:ng. "chalking a nd .ticking" of COP . Iogans. letten to the 1"'....

... Inle l'View. with Ben T"rok p.10, o.nd Amy ThomlOn (1 987) transcript p.l .
'" Inh>l'View with Helen Jotej>h. p.'),
'" SACOD NEC:~ op.dL.. pp,2.) .
... CAMP Reel 4B; 21DC2;41125: To aU SACOD ",.",b." (cirnllar). 6-&-1%4.



moortinll' with o ther organ isat ioN and org..,i,i ng I.olk> on \he cor.'" SACCO br. nch,:. in

lCNnneobu'1l on<! ~l:I<'Whete KCordi ngly oc'll.n a ...\ective c. no of white ar .... which

e);dle<! both su pport for the c or . nd ""'''''' ,,"" SACCO ml'mb<>n An in!.....l dOC\lmMl

MIN that

lhe ....pon... NO been bet ter \han.~N. Why? llK.ou....... N ve been 10 out Of
l<N<h with our s«~on 01 "'" pubh< that wh.it., vcr would Nove IIoppmed .... would
..."" been .urpriSO'd ....

SACCO's whi~ work was limited . nd 1... popular thon Clm~igning in the townships.

SACCO 1ToC'fTlbo:.. '""'" ...minded of their "difficull bu t MCe'ioSoIIy took Of anvu.ing the

whi te commu nity •.. THEY MlJST GET DOI'w"N 10 m"'"

SACOD'. work in ..11M . ""' . wo' oomplic.t..,j by it, mombon' pr<'/~ for township

work and compounded by tho pcn"'pIion thot building non...a..1i$m necn.ill.ted tho

demonstration to black> of while ccmmi........ t to dmoocracy. Suc" w or\<, how.....,....11 nol

without II. probl<:m'. l UlUli w.mod SACCO tN.! while .late ~Iion .hould boo

~ed. "" ...... ...,..., IN.n thi, you .....y find yourwl"", .uopecllPd of ulrmC'l' moliv... by

some of the people you an ttying 10 libcr. "''-'· cor Natio...l Ors.ni..... Thembokile

Tollu"" "g..>, ""I"'rtir.g on I lour of W wnl<'m Cap", rqxll"!<'<l "t>:.mme ccnfusion" an.ing

wl>on SACOD "",mbors _ .. fou:od

taking a 1eId ill 11>0 ANC .......,.;ngl ._ • polilically Taw African who has bo>en much
opp~, n .fl<>ited and YktinuSO>d by I"" EUfOJ"'&nl ...... TI.-d ..hone"". a ..hl~
fl "" 1pp:lTS.

By th~ _ 1Okm. ho w.....~t, Wallet Sisulu 101.. not«I;

most Atri can> co- Into political octivily boca_ of It.!;. indignation ago;nsl
Whi l<'S. InIl il is only through wor ~ucalion in eong.ns and Ihei. nperi....... of
lhe g...ui~ comradnhip in 1M 'lTUU1~ of sud!. orgoni"" tions a. I"" Congrns of
D~moc.. lS \hal they n~ 10 the broad, "".... acial human~ of OuT CongT<'OS
moY<:tT>enI....

.. CAM? !l<'o'l 4B:2; DCN 5/2S: SACOO". Congrcu pi lhe l'Nplr CamNip
r.d.?Novanbrt 1954, 1'.1 .

.. Counl'" AltKk NOY('n\bot 1954. 1'.1.
'" CAMr Rrrl 4B:H lCH 51l1: SACOD (Jol'uonnrsbutg): Th!: c .o.r. and CO.D.

(n,U955lp.l .
.. Co"ntrr AItacl< NOVfmbrt 1954, 1'.1 (rmph...is in origil\lll.
.. Lutu li: TIl~ op.dt.. 1',1 .
.. Quolfd in Lode'" Block rol"ricl 01'.<11., 1',7\.
~, Wah('f S;w lu ; p ngre.. and 1M Mric.n;l l., Am... South lIlly 1SC'pl"",bot 1959, 1'.33.



Tlw "",.ns by ....lUch whi," (\}Uld bo \>rough' inlO the .nli·.porthn! .....Ule in

con.id blo numbcn was subjoc' to ro nside,. ble _,e. Ju we ","ve K"". some Mgu<.<l

'ho' whi" , upp>rt fo' lhe ConS...... MOvt1I'l<'nl would follow ... !he governmenl w"

ton:>'<! to 'pond... to ('heJ prejud ic1...• of the II••uppcrt bo.., lh< ",... lioN')' elemenu In

South Africon society• • nd lhen:by .Ii....... · Ihe Icss re«tioNry !l<.'C1ions.· ... Th""' etlcions

in SACOO.nd lhe 1>1.Ick COng......,. Mgued Ih.ol · 'p"rthci<! is 'n inhibiting f. etor in lhr

"""nomic dewloponenl of South Afnca ... whal 1"";=' has token place _ ..... \><-en in

spi le 01 ncial discrimi....lion .nd not bee.use of it ..... Ju ....,1\.~ SACCO~

argued ,...., SACOD would no' win ........upport bul IhI.I whi' es would pin ... the

co,"rad icti<>ns 01 f..cism become II'lOre <'COR<)mic.lIy .ppucnl..... Whill' IUpport would al'"

grow because .porIhcid had

a logic 0/ ilS 0...... which cannot be kept in • carefully separa.. and · N",,·
European· camp ._ The desln>Clion of lhe liberties of 'he ~.;on·Eul'Cpean is the
fo=y""", of the destnlction 0/ libcr1y for the European."

Tlw mo,U ol>vious ""'.... of drawing whi ,es in,o the ConS""s-led , !rugsle w•• 'hr'>tlgh a

brood anli·apartheid aUianc<'. 2y opming CO-'poMO..hi? of lhe cor. the ConV"'"

movemen, invitnllibct. ls to p"' licipa,e in the <'Ot\I'ftlCIlon oIlhc Id",,:og;c.l ba. is o/.uch

Thlt LibulJ Party and the C o ngJu l of thlt Pwplt.

In 'uly 1954 the lil>cT.1 P.rty w.. Invited '0 ~ponsor lhe COI'. The invita li"" arrived

. , the heigh' of the inlCmOl baltles ".king pl_., the 1954~lioNol~ whith Ief'

Ihe I.l' deeply divided.nd dose to coI1.lpsc.... The Na lie""r Cong=s V<llIed ;,. supp><1 01

full parhcipolion in ,he cor, and ,he I.l' pul>lidy "",0"Cd the cor II'd the ptoposed

F..<tJ"", C""'1e> while Ie.ving ,he q_n of CO-Op>MO..hip open '0 discussion "'; Ih the

N AC.... 1he poss ibility of forg;ng do.... working links wi, h lhe Congrcs_ dearly

'" Johnson: M. .. Su~rt' op.dt. p.20 and above.
... SACOD pal""" Al196/K: SACOClo. Sroh No.... 1956, p.2.
... Denni. Goli:II>erg , C.n ,he COM:!t''}! Q! Qo:mocraq Win Mao. Su~"?' Ul>en.tion.

Mlrdl 19S6. p.7; 1<0 Rotllid r;;;S:Cl n ,hr Con",", of Prnyrnl$jJ\ Moss Su"port:
A Cri ~cilm, Lil>e..ti April 1956-

.. SACOD NEC: l:i2!n ol'.cit, p.t Ind choptcc S.
- Set: chop.... ~,
.., LT' pope.. Af1 671·mhr>-1l.cc1 J, LI' '0 NAC sccretIry. 10-7,1954.



,..
mobvalf<l LP ,upporl for the COl'....

r . rticipori<>n in lhe cor imlN.'di. lely incre...d <on!.let bot....... the U' and tho C""gT'"

~t. A l P d""3'~on m<1,..... N AC, and 5"COO ',,",11')'<"1"'>" and NAC INmbet l'it-l

&!y1eYdd add<n>ed the LP N'~OI\II Commitlt'<'. A CO!' ....... I<u",. ad.,;....:! regionl .hol

....""""'" p"..iblo tho co-opcu lion 01 Liberal G1'\l<JpI muOl bo """g~t' wlUle the NAC ..II

10 ;nyol~ tho LP I t • NrioNl Ie~l" LP "",mbon .1t0f'ld0d NAC IT«tings ••~

while the portr dohated <'O-.pon><>mup, ",..,mng the vi.ibly 1.., '-tile m:epbon ""n~

' 0 tho Ll'• • rod SIreS,,;" g 'Nt SACOD~ WOfe not ronlTolling the COP am""ign....

FiNny. LP rn<rnbo" WOfe clc<:ted ,n COl' commillt'n in the T"''''v...1 ond u ....

Sul'f"'" for porbciJ" lion in the cor ca...... 1.Irgely from Ihooe party ........bI.. who

argued Ihol lhe l r hod to deY<'lop • bU<:k .upport b.... If it WOfe 10 boC'orrc I ·fftl

politicol f" TCe,· '" To do 50. pal1y n dk_., 0110:<1 for the .oI1<'fati(>n of the 1953 Lr Principia

in ord... 10 Insen blil.ck hostility• • nd Initialled I k-ngthy Ind biller di' ru,e willlin the

PO"y. '1' Ihi• • I""" ion. the cor boc.- ,ubsurned In I porty-wi<kdi.p''''' bot'Wft'fl rad kal

. nd ctI...........l:ivc clement..

U' ndia l. argued thol the cor " II an opportun ity 10 OV<'ftOl1'l! ConG"'S' hostility

while . llow;ng the LP 1O uk \he fight agaiN I rornmuni.m InlO (.""V""" _>n: In

.tfect. accepting tII~ NAC challenge 10 co"".... popular '''pp:>rt fOf \he LP progralM'le in

eompMibve ot>-<lp<:1". bon with the Co",..,.. """,,,,,,,,,,,I. Durban LP .....mbo-r ~ Hil~

. ..pported by s,,1by M.i....ng and other bla<k poTty -.nbcn in NaI01"TJed thai through

lho> COi' tII~ LP >hould work 10

.trfllglhm the libcr'" fOnoH 01 work In lho> """,m><1\t and to ""\'OM' q..i.~ openly
Iho romrn..ni.. and thco ... ';"...I;st (non-Whilf:l foron. Thne a... coNiden~~

comm..ni.. infl..oncn at work but thoT'e ;, al... much ' ......i~ libe<ah. m a"""'Vt
tho> non-Wltil ~ lud~. nu•... WOIlId involve.t o~ a 'Ifu"~ with \he eong.....
of Ocmocr."s which WDtIld be in........ and WOIlId cot'tI''''y be biller Ind
u nprincipled on thei r side _ W~ mu" not be altaid 01 _ trying to conv,,",

'" LP po.,.-n A/1671·zn!m-Re..1 1: Mill.. .....: 19~ N.,;.,...1 CongTnt and NC ......mr.g.
9/ 12-7-1956 .

... T"'....II Trill collection .\01812 Et1.2.l : NAC: N~w,k!lrr, ~11·1951o. p.2.

.. Friedmann to NC op.cil.
'" LP pop'''' A/1671·zn!m-Re..1 1: Millu"": NC. 3013l-l[)'19S4.
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~M w~ ••n tu Iibenli' m.'"

At \he .."", timo, howe....... co"""",. li"" .~nlS in I!Ie lP bec.a"'" iJw;n,.o,ingiy hoslile

t~ the cor. O<'$pi'" evld~ th.t SACOD w•• not C<lntrolling the COP ean.p.oign , leoding

LP membe.. . trn..,.J thot behind th<> COP loy the hidden h. nd 0/ communi.m.. in 1M

. !\ope of SACO D mcmbe... , Meeting. with eo..gres. membon c""m:d on Ih<> -hidden

moli",,· behind Ih<> ""l"...t for LP <o-opo"""..hip.'" Ce.........tive LP """"bon e!\orllCleIiS<'d

th<> Fl'Ct'dem Volunle<''' ... ""'.... 0/ •...u..ng . gill tien . nd fru.lr.tion; "" .nd LP

invelYf'mCnl in .n e,lTI_porl"mont.'Y campois" w•• d...,;!X.i OS · friShtfully d. ngcrou. .. ..

11\ot danger w.' CXK<'rbo~ by . loi"" thol the 1I' would not be .ble to C'<CfCiH •

contn:>lIin, lnilue1'>Ce in the COP bccoUH of SACOO, 0ftTl o. dnirinS "the kudo< "

fight... fer m:..-dom.nd d"""","'''Y fer themsel.....:one. who ·wili lry lID domog.[thc LPI

II they e. n.· ... COn........ live LP membcn .rgued thot the pony would be~

power.... if it porlidpobOd in the COl', . nd pointed • p;ctu~ of the l.P d~~ by

communi.t. on<! Ihc victim el ·d i.Nrbo...n which the P.ny could nol conln>l.....

Suppon for the COl' d!v>ded . k,"g 0 ,;milor ...i. to ttlc Intcn\o11 di. p.. ... 0/ the U'.

Mo...... lID 011<1' the pony Principia w.. Iod by the Tu nsv...1 rrovlnci&l COmmill... . 11d •

minority In the Cope division, wtwt. N.llv. Rcp......llli"" candicU:e Jimmy Giboon ..t

on bo th the N.tieNI one! bceu~"" Cemmlttoeo. Ciboon and r.ler Hpl, his~n .~t.

_ .1ec1<'d te Cope COP commi~ while the 1951 cl«tion. _ under ...y; ... HjUI

noto<!, "it wo .. ld h been • very .ilIy thi", fer 1>0 polilic.lly lID ho.... T!'jccIed it _ ...,

_ highJy .... piciou of course, of whol w• • behind the whole~t.'"

... B.ollinSM' popcn A' IO/ fJ -S: K.... Hill: M"!!!O'!r>dym: nd?No.......ber 1954.
'" For ....mpl., LP popcn A/l611·mfm.R«\ 1: Minutes: joint

Edendole/Pieterrnontzburg LP """'linS oddl.....-d by the NIC. 12-1G-1954.
'" LP p.>pe.. Al I611_mlm-1le<i I : Minutes: »c; 31-1G-1954.
... B.ollinsC!" popcn M1 0/B2 .11: W$I.l\fcrd lID M,B.ol1invr, 11-&-1954.
... Ibid,
... Lr pope.. A/1611·m1m·R«1 1: Min.."", Nc.:, 30131·1G-1954.
... CA.~P R<'cl IOA,VI.fI: ln ti'I'Vi. ... w,th r .HjuI1l9&41. 1'.4.



following Gib>on'$ electo.al doka!$ by SACOD undid'I.., IIC' infonn<.od party lCold....

llIal hi....ppoM foo" !he cor had ...ned, 'in lhe .l>o<:~ 01 [U'! cCHponoon"ip. \he COl'

hadlaken. direc tion he CQuld no long'" ..,pport. .... Giboon 1'<:'<0IflI'I>'i"J'I.... lho! the U' lake

no par! ..holS<><'V'" in the fi....1 Cof,greu. "'i, s~pport.... cimlla!ed a rr>eT'rlCrandum

d...igned to WIn . uppo M kI. wilhdra....·. 1 from lhe cor, wlUch cla i".,.j llIat cor O"g.ni_,

a", in!en:<ted in power. They will u>c .nr .....pon \hey can find to fuM"'" I I>o'i:
end•. Mo,! oIth..... men .'" whire. They 'nclude la....,..... who u>c the gnev.nc...
of the Afric.n pc<>ple 10 make th",. ...""" .. ·fighl.... for lhe people: deliberltely
fighlins- hopele<o lopl c..co to cmblish tlI<-rnseI__ and ~lting paid Iw\doomely
kI. il. They includ e """" and~ who ""I up bogus ",&.ni..tions a. CQ""" fo'
the no"""l Communi" a,ms._h hei' . im i,l 10 rig tx>I\lfol 0/ lhe machinery 01 the>
Congrc>'. making il a p"'" CommIInisl franl org.nisation....

Tho c. 1I from Cape radical, for • withd.awal 110m cor ,!ruc"'rcs beau... of communi..

influence gained widcsp",.d 'upport . "",ng ' l pa~ leaden. Alan raton wrote to N.tional

Commilrcc mem!'cT< in Scr!embe< 1954 asling •..hether we .'" slrUUling .gain"

Communi,m for lhe African lOul o ' who1l>cr _.'" moving into a CCItnmOn fronL"'" r .rty

domi........ in a bl.ck ntr._parliamenlary Q mpaign .... A numbl"t of Lr membt i , eliled fur

lhe rcsu<Cil.Olion 01 the SAJRR ....lio...l CQn.....,tion "..ilh org.ni..tion• •al"'" lIIan 'the

pc<>ple' ~nled."" Lr cllairpcnon 0..:... Wollhcim finally SUU ...ted:

WI! may poosibiy suU..t • joinl delcgalion to discu .. !he whole bus; wi~

lJu.~ minlSter) Blacki<! S..aM - I mean ""...,lv..... lhe ' '''tilUle, u bou <1 FecI",. 1
pa.Mico.'"

Behind the . nli-«lmmunill .het.ori/: lay two prime a>ncern>. n.e fi"'l w•• • pcrtti ......:l

lack of U' CQnl",1 over the cor,.nd ....... lhe Ii...l klnn lhe F.etJ"", CJ-t.. wo uld lake.

Wollhcim nOled plainly tha I "il boils down 10 whet"'" _ <an ac:hiorv<! real lu&!nhip in

lhe cO.r. o ' nOl.. ... Tho: ....,.,nc1 ....jo. COI\Cftn of the party lead....hip ..... it< internal

.lrUggle U' pa. tty .ad icals, pa rticul• •ly in lhe Tra",vaal. n.c coP had become ...boumed

in the in ternal Sh'Ugg1e< 01 the U'• • nd in June 1955 lhe b cculiw Commilt.., (with

... LP f"'pns A/l671-mfm-Rl!e1 I : Minu'"" Eiccutive Commiltcc. 6-6-1955­

... Balling<"' paf"""' 1.410 / 82.11: A.Winch: M""Wt>!'!d um 1&-3-1954.
'" Balling.. pope'" 1.410/82.11: A.Palon 10 M. Bo ll i~g....~1954.
... &lling... papns A410/1l2.11 : O.Wollheim l<J M,lIaIlingc-r, 21-3--1954.
... Lr pof"""' A/1671-mfm-Rl!e1 4: P.llro..n to D.R.Ca1dCf, 2-1\-1954.
- &lhng<"' po1f"""' 1.41 0 / 82.11: O.Wol1heim to M_Bo~ inge., 21/8/ 1954.
'" Ballinger pa.ron 1.410/82.11 : O.WoIlheim to M .B.aJli~g..., )0.9-1954.



'"
Ciboon' • •upport) tu~ 'N' w tP ,hould K<>d ""';thc1' a ........S. nor~ to the

COP.'" Tr....v;ul ot>jeclions 10 \hi. d ••• breach of N'~ONI Committee and NOIioNI

pooi ~on on the cor w"
not 00 m""" thol I .m cone.......:l .bout what w. ldid l oboIl t 1M CoO.!'. Tho ",oJ
q.....tion .t issue w.. ..h<i"",, Or I'IOl \hi, woo • ,uit.obl. is,,,,, on which to d cly
the Execu tiv.,"

Followi ng M.rt• ..., !lolling......· ttyo,.tenod rnignotion .. P' "Y 1.odn, •• ,1;<<11. were

.,,>deT pres' ''"' 10 "",tnt. in POO"Y unity in an 11".... pf<lYincn.'" Gibson argued lhoot • • tho

Tad ioll YO~ on ,"" NatiON] and Exoculi"" Comrnit lt'n, he .... In a ......k position:

.ny OJ"'" d"""..... c.n ",""ly . plit 1.he Party and serve lilli. P""l"l"l' _ it NTdly
......... lO me deoin blc 10 /ottt • •pllt in tho l'.~. BUI C~ if it were m;r.b~ !his
M». con nol he <'Onsidm>:l important .......ugh.

By 1955. po">, cv,,",,".ti_ ""d ..Uicd sufflcil'flt suppott 10 wlthdraw lhe LP from Iho

cor. AI the cor ;n June 19$5, tho LP ..u not "'P"l""ntcd in . ny w.y....

Ub<-r.1 Party non'port;,opobon in 1.he COP ha. beon ....-,.;bod 10 tho lack of lnn~

\ho.' pori)' ..u olf<'f<'d 0_ '~ pLon. R...wt;lIm In IictiDNI /onn by " I.on r aton, Iho

wilhara... l of 1M 1J' wa. <I" ... for~ by Albc.-n Lutul; ..1'0 ' lllll>S, In an lr..ogi""'Y

con~lion, 0il'• • pity you didn't corne 10 k liptown. Yau a>Illd'~ l.IYfd '" from pulling

in all the Mlna, t d<xtnneo."'" The . oal Albort lu lUli, In conlfil'~ nolOd thot the Lr

l ru rnblod .IIM that ...... hod lot thinl' l aing Ind only then lnvi led I"",, In. Wo
ou nd !hoi. compl."nl odd. Olntt . 11 ...... h.ld d~ ..IS 10 dtfi~ whot ....... the

span"'''. ...~ invi!inl thom 10 join lIS in.'"

A second lacI<>' whkh inl1uenoed lhe LP ""S dosai~ ty AlIn Paton IS ....u1lin& from

"" cr.
di SlNSI 0/ the whito Cont""" 0/ Oo=mo<n... Ind its .",picion. 11mosl JtTong
enough to too c.olkd its !>ofiri. thot the Dmolonts w~ in 11(\ the rrovirl la•.,.

... l P POP"'" A/ 1671 -mtm-RftI 1: Minutes: E.o<u~n Commit~, 6+1955.

... LP POP"'" A!167t-mf....kel 3: J.TACiboon 10 W. yon dn Wmigen.. 8-7-t955.

... s... ch.oplrr 7.

.. LP POP"'" AIl67t-ml.....Reel 3: Cib>on to yon d.... Willi&Oll. 8-7-1955.
,. kin. I nd Ct-rhon: Cl\fllrnu a p.clt.. p.61 stato in.>cNrltoly thol LP oboervon weft

~t at K1iptawn.
'" Alin Pi ton: Ah but your lind i, buuri lul (lDndan 1~~1l p.13l .
'" Lulu1i: My p",pIr ap.cl ~, p.l40.



bohind tM Congress of the I'eople ,'~

Anti<ammuniom .... .. centr.1 _ of the l1' """,.rnme. and .... . di "",ted .lJ,,,,,. t

n d u. ively .t SACCO memben. FO<'Od "'; !h mQUn ting eo.id""", (from l.J' memhml tha i

SACOD w.. not domi....ting o. din:<:ti ng lh<: cor a mpaign. tllo", opF<JO'Od to pa rticipa tion

""N'theleo. argued lhat the COP ". bIotant communi.t fron t."'" Anti-SACOD 5Glre

lKtico """ed to ..... k !he po truggle taking pia« "';thin the LP, . . ...ell .. deep<...

Libenl fea~ 0_ ma....bo oed ntra-porlio""",lOry oc'doon.

MOOI ""l. ting CO'TUT"" "' ry "",&I«to the COP c.mpaign in f. yOU. of . pe.:ulotion OY<'f

!he ""ten l to whick the • ...Me Moni.t." of SACOO ......., .b1e to control the ....N .. '" the

fi ....1 F.odom ( ""',..-.'" J. net Rol.-.:n..,n, for exam ple. ha , cl.imed Lhot

lhe communi.l nl1'Olied C.o.D. appeol'ed to haYe ' dominont role in p"'p'nriono
for the Cons" _ the c.""'1 to which the communi.t. engineE1'ed the P"'P"n tiono
for the CotIgras and !",". ... nged the I ......... '" the O>ort"" itoelf is d ifficull to
. son..'"

In moot coon. co"""""toro.. qu...tlon the veracily of COngr<'" clolms Lho t the C""'I..

emerged from the de mand . of the people by quoting the yj""" '" Lr ".,."..t>en.'" The I1'

w• ••n octor on lhe some poli tica l .toge • • lhe Cong..,.. Alliance. tn ",one . ..... = pctiT\&

for .upport. mtrnbenhip and promi"""",, "'; Ih lhe Cqn"........ In ~hen opposi ng ....u­

boO<'d <"X1r" p",h. menwy a mpalgno. I nd I I""",t uNYenai1y '\IIcki ng SACOD a••

amunu ni.1 front The new. n p""..,.;1 by Lr~ an: those of an lnl.....ted porty to

At !he COng.... of the People In June 1955. .........S... of , upport from a wide n nge

of o rganl..tions. lnduding the r..._.Pl rty. _ rN<l out The l1' .,.;thd .. ...l l from the

COl' oerwd to "",e COng ""'til;Iy ...kich had begun to w.ne in the 1953-Sf period.

In nonhern NaIll. ""'" l1'/ "IC ro-op<'l'ltion was I t U, clooest. ANe members w...~

'" Alon raton: Joumrv ( <>ntinued lCope Town 19M), J'.I36.
... Bomng<1" popen A~ IO/B2.1I : O.Wolikeim 10 j.Unte.holt.... &.7-1955.
'~ Ce.k.rt: ~ op.dt.. pp,lIS--ll6.
,,. Robort ,.,..: lib£r!li.m op.dt. p.165.
'" For exam ple E.mt: Soo th ... friel: Thr l?yn.ornig of tM Africl n N.tl~....1 Coc;m,

(London 1962), p.3J ; O .lMne: The I PI 9 1 in Bu~"". Elplljc:k Ind V> e1 oh
(ed.l., I, Lbo. 11l m in . u th .o.rrt • ( pe Town 1987l. pp.12i .12lI; lndge-.~
f2lilig op.cit.. p,n; Robert"'''' l,b..... li.m op.cit.. p.166.



",ported '0 N>T "a.tack<'<l IM Libcrol Party a. a t:<Nrgooi. o"Soni... lion lnl"""'ed only in

od"andng 1M in,,,,,,,.. of high ly"""",ole<! ard well·'o-do African.. " '~ AJb<fl Lu. ul; wMned

'M U' tN l "Afric.a... w:ill judge you by WN ' you do for.hem. not by your i<leologin"'"

!'ointing 10 "lundamenla! deficiencies- in the U' programme, LulUl; no.ed .hal "as a

C""g;n"',man [ cannol e<>nsciennou,ly WOT~ in an unqua1i~ od allionce w:i th lhe Ub<ral

Party.-

Conclusion.

'The Co"JI"'" of lhe ~pk c.om~ign cem<1\le<! the Cong;n"" Alliance and enm.nched

racial c<H>f"',abon as ilS guiding prindple. The liberall'arty n:Iu>e<l1o .,.rtki.,..e in lho;>

COP; SACCO .....mbc'rs in con" ..: w..... highly active porl;':;p.n.. in 'M cam.,.,!". and

el«1l.'d 10 naha""l and proYinclol .lrUClu The F,td"", CIom... mMk<'<I the tu:mi, .. non

0/ the seucb for 0 uNfying Ideological temen. which hod mMkod the TeSi. ...1Itt

movemenl Ilvoughou . the 194'ls and early 1950s. For while radicol., !he noN'Kiali. m 0/

tbe r.td. ... C""',... and the Alliance wa, "our nm' cheri. hed p"">eUion, and mu'l be

guarded and . .... nglhencd.. ... Their W<)r~, wi.h I"''' Of whi.... in SAcru and !'SAW,

rnsurod .!Ia••he r.~.. eM.'''' unamt>guou.ly~ the vision of a non. ....l and

clemocnbc lu lU", Sou.h Africa.

.. lr .,.pen A/ 1611·mfm·RftI ~, J.K.Ngubane: Rrporl On Q arlestoWfl. nd.l956.

.. Qucle<! in Dnun: January 19$5, p29.
... l ulU1i: ANC op. elL. p.13.
... SACOD NEe: fu!n op.d' ., p.3.
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Th ANC and the Frudom Charter,

The Freed"", e"" ,'n ...-.do~ at tho C""g..... oIlho T'eop,", in 1'l!i5 was a Iyric.ol sta l~"",."t

of nationalist a:>d d~mo<"'tic d."""nds wltich stres""'" tho IraNf... of pow•• and 1";-;k1;.

from the whi~ minority to lho populalion as a whole,' The A....C "",,;dent·Con,,..J. Aib<.'n

Lu"'li, d oscribo>d tM Clwln as

Ii"" by Ii""" the direct oulro"", of ro nditions which ob tain , Iwoh, opp.... i'" arld
unjust ron,lInon>, It IS Ihus a prKncal and , e1eviUl,1docu ment. It allt'mpl> to g"'e
a f1...h ano blood meaning..;o 1100 .;o.. l~ "'fr;~n KWO', of such words as d~QCy.

fr~o",. li/tnly _. "The Froedom o.. rter is OJ"'" lo critkism. II is by no "",ans a
perl""t documl'flt. But its <roliv. mus t boo understood, as mun tho clco>p yeaminS
10. """""Iy and human digni ly from whi ch it springs.'

The F.~"", e"",'n difforod from previous ANC st.ot"""",,1S of principl" ",""t d"..ly

in its me1hod of production. Moreov..... wh.... Afr"""' s' CIom.. and lhe Pro"......... a{ Acl","

d....1t wilh spe<ifiGllUy Atrian d<:11'Wld•• the Fnd"'" c......,... began by st.oting ' tha i South

Afria boolong. to all who liv. in it. black and wh;~- and was plvawd in entilely nornaci&!

"'nTIS. Tho CN1.1.. ""\.ott'<! d""""rods for <'qu.ality In .11 sph<1"n of political, S<'lriol,

N UGlltional and cul",••1 Ii/e, .nd IN Ia:>d red i' tribution. Wl~ Africo..•CIai.... I\ad ".IIt'<!

for lhe """"".1 of ea>nomically fEStncI:i", Ia.....". the eMFl" went fun he"

The notional weaj,h of ou r «lunlry, \he heril.llge of all South Afrk",nt. shall boo
....tored '0the p:<>ple;
The minl'.'lll wealth benea th the soil the bo.nks and monopoly industry sll,01l be
traN le"t'<! ]0 tho own....hip 0/ Ihe p:<>pIe as I whole.

The l!Conomic c1 .,,~ of the F.ted. ... Ow,,.,. has ftequenlly been 1.II!o.en by Cfitio 10

deno1e the hid d en hind of «lmmuni't .utho",; .s I ....ult. comment on th<1 0-'.. 11,0,

focuswd to a conside"'ble ""lenl on ,peculation as to its lulho. / .. ' To I ,k who wrole the

£tad"", " .." .. however obscu.... lhe way in wh;ch the document ' the f"'il of Ilmosl

Iwo Y""",' campoigni ng . w. s p. O<! ucl/d. SACOD memm R"sly Bernm in his noted:

Most commenloton focu• ._ on tile matter of ' who _ the Charter:"" ~
question is wrongly concei V<ld; the people -_ - the CIa ""', In the ,.,.... of
decid ing its contents. The "".....nds «llleded in theI. Ihou..nds .~ the malri~ of

, All quo.. ,ion< from the fn.d.o,," ClIoner.ft taken from SuItne1" and Croni'" llli.!:U:
fu'" Qf the frN;!om Ch.n .... Op.<ll , pp.2f>2.266.

, Alben Lutu li: Let My Peop le Go (lcndon 1%21. p.142.
' Sec inl•• alia Karis . nd Cesharl: C,,"I1IT~e op.cil-p_60: Lodge: lIlock pon iq op.cil .

r,n ; Cesh. n: Black Pow.. , op_cil. pp.IlSoIl6: Rob<onson: Libe••hlm op.cil, p, I63;
Ngubone: An Afne.n Expl.'n< ANnl>e,d (london 1%3). p.16ol.



'hr c... ........ il> .... 1 i. ..... "" CO.~ .ulxommiu.... d il;<'<I. V""red . nd
oorted; I <:rd'l'd Ihr cb..,fi<'d ma,"" "'''' I Illrly un,fonn p" I nd ......""1 >'Yk..'

s'YI.., and on seTlp' of pi !"",,' RegiCII.I1 .~u"" of the ,""",,, Ccngr""'"", held mO'O'bngs

in 1955 in order to . nolyse ,he demands roU<'C1N and 10 diKU" whl' the fi nal CIul,t",

lohlM<>burg. Colis for naHonaH,.';on Ind Lond ,..ji,lri"" lion~ included in ~"",

."ltt Ptopk, I .ummary of dC'tNnd. roll<clCd by 5ACOD• • nd we", submi' lCd by SACra

10, ind usian in U", Cll.ukr.' A<;<;<m:Iing 10 Bomstein

lhen: were f<'W"" demand' en IT\ICro-CCOnomic man..... IN.n olh<m. l>o<:.uoe "'he
other than ,he ,'oden's Of ,110 rommem:ally cn..nlO<! polO ,he ·apiul ism/~.hsm·

i..ue in tho fo....lronl of their demands. The> fonnulalicn ,n the Cha"Cf on ,,,",,,,
is, u... d01ived from "demands", bul f""" few d<'-tNnd.. The i..ue of lhe Lot><! .nd
its m!i" ribu ,;ona l prof'O'lls.re [v.lgue• ..-pI'l'SC1\ting Iglin thr plud ty cf demand•
.etullly colIC<:l<'<! {rom l~'" reserv... . nd the ru fll cultivl tors ... If I bid · "'rinen­
the o...1Cf " unlh inking <ornMl'nUlOn often sugg...t. I "'culd . u:cly hive hid
.........hing me.... specif,c • nationali..,icn. <ollecli"'..lion, confioabon 0. wh." e _
10 "'gg('5l , n", formul.tions II"( the bffi we <ould de,.;",.'

Focumng or. l uthorsh ip obKu.... the n. N", of !he Fradom 0.,1", In<! its object. 'Tho!

C""',... "'IS I con......uol documen' "'Noh limr<;l to c>........ lhe common I>pil'l'ions of

Soulh Afrieon• • nd to thereby reonile !he C""g. .... mewmonl will. Its COnstiNcncy.

H""""' whik. ,he C...,~'" pmvidi'd • single ideologiGal ,lItemcnt to wNoh I II the

Cong,.,. could Idhc"', il> ende' ''''''''''' by thr mc Irlggm>cl off I d''''''s ing (li,pule

wNoh ullimalely led '" 1110 fOmll ';"" of tho r , n Africani., Congrc>~

Opposition to the F~edom Charter.

A ..-ting of ' lie joinl ConglCS' bcculivn in July 1955 unan imou.ly end"""" the

Frttd_ C""'",. I nd a Iled on "tho pcopl... of s.:.u,h AfriCil. of Ill lK<'S . nd creed. to . trive

for lhe Mlli..tion cf tile pril>Cipl... cmbo'bed in the Chlrtcr." LUNII dncnbed !he e...,,,,,

' Communi<OIion from Ru. ty llem>t<in,. 28-11 ·1989.
• Ib id.
• SACOD: D~",and. of til. r .oplo. n<! .I955 (privot. po<se>>ion of lu'hool and

interview with /lon Turok (l~), trl ns<ripl p.l3.
'1lcm>lcin op .d~, 28·1\·1989 (emp I. in orig;na l~

• ANC Papers. University of the Wi"" nd, ADII89 EoJ: Minu"",, loin' Cong-rn>
bo<uliv.... 31 -7·1955, p.),



•• •• pramcol document which \to,,, tow.,d. Sociol"m, ""vi", n:gord ' 0 th~ practic.1

. ilY. tion th.t obI.i",." Z-K- M.n....w.«'''''''''''led: · lloing I .... mid 1"""'" rnpo ruibl. fo'

t.... id"" of the Co ng",.. of th~ r""ple. l . m hoppy thot il ho. go- thro ugh ",cc... fully"~

ANC <'1'i<lo....ment of I"" " ..do", C!=t... w.. d~I.)"'d by the f. el lho' I.... 1955 Annu.1

w....... lhe C"",",,, w.. odopl<'d. In the in lorwning nine mont .... tl>t CIuIt.or w• • tho >Ubj<"1

of ..lOCk by ••&tIg. of d"l'",..t~ 01""""'1" TI\&I .lIMk w• • led by Afria ni... within tl>t

A.'\IC who d<o<ribed lhem..,lv.... ·..,.1\....n Inmrrup'iblos· . tId lhe true in ....rilO~ of

Africon ...tio...1i.m .. ... t oul in W Pr.t''''''.....f Nh." .~ Alriuni.l• • rgued th.ol I....

•trugglo in Sou th Afric. WI" .1r.igllUorw..J . nli<Olonial boUIo~·tho conquered

. tId tho conqu"",,", tl>t innded . tId lhe invld~, tl>t di• ..,.....se<I . nd tho di.poo.........u

Atrian N.Ii"".1i", ~..... ,....,.. ,...:Uy . tId I...a bly modo lhoi, ' IOndpo inl ole..,
.......ly thot the K1 ip'own ChI"". w•• not and i. nol the Ch.>1Ier of the Amcon
peopl~, fo' I.....i71o .......n th.1 I.... Afric.n i. not prcpof'Od to fotl..., hi, cl.>im
10 hi. f.the, lond...

Aet:o.ding to I.-ding Alriconi.1S (.nd \.otor Io.cling r AC """"bon} r.,... Roboroko . nd

z...rh Mothopcng. I.... F.~"'" C,."."" bl.omed block oW ....ion on · the . ysl<1n" w~••

1 11he lfUlh i, lh&1 lhe Afric.n po<>plo ""vo b<:-m 'obb«! by the Europ>.n po<>pIt'.."

Fo, Alricor.i" . , tho non'. a.h.... 01 the F" odam C"",,for rcl\".,od I.... in\el"os" of whi l"

Ind Indio,..• • nd lhey d.....mW ANC Iud.., • • ·d im.. receiving o:conomi<: bontfilS /rom

lhe 'M.~holl Aid I'lon' oJ I.... C.O.O. • nd the S.A.l.C"~ Afrieoni.., d id nollounch. DC;,I

.ttock On &II tho non-Aftic.n Congrn.... or off.. dOl&i~ crimm of !he C/ul'''''; ,.th....

• Treuon Triol tr.noCI'ipl ADI812 Volu 57/11595-
• SAJRR Audcm Hou"" Collerti. ... Univ ly of tho Wilwl 101'Or.nd, AOIl80 Eo~

Minu...: joinl ConI:'<'» E"""'bv". )1-1·1955, 1'.3.
n ZKM: Z.K.M. tt....w"' AU'obiographY (nd. 1",IiM . of Commonweollh Studi..,

London}, ",24.
n I'e1C1" Roboroko quoted in M.llcnson: 1M llNnl. for • birt!ltigh l (London 19851.

p.213.
~ l'o lloko \..obollo: Whl l of 1M lulu"? in Th. Alrk&tlIOi o..:embor 1951. p.1.
~ Africani" S..,........." in Th . Alri'&tI101 June/july 1958. 1>-6-
d I,Jffon:l Khon.>bo lRoboro i<.o] and KWOlne L<.kw. .... IMoIhopengl: 1M K1i P!Ow~

~ in Th. Atri<&tIlot jueoe/]uly 19SIl. 1'.15.
,. ibid .. 1'.16.



thc'y c1.i~ tM ' A."':C 1~;>d<1'> h;>d •....d~ • ",..strophic blund<1' by a«'<"pli~S fon.';g~

INdership by t~ ",h;~· .nd ....de SACQO the miO;~ ..rg.t 01 .t ....,...." Tho FTUJ","

Choltt..., "'mcon;," .rgued, had been _Iton by SACOO . I><! did no! r<fIe<l Am...n

The KI;ptown Q,an.... did I'>Ot """, not. .. . liniohcd do<u....nt Itom th .N,C. II
em.onott'd .. ouch lrom the Vod !<a Cockta il porti.. 01 P.n to I><! to...".
Hou gh.on ~. The bl.ck miO.... ",ho ........ K1iptoWII "'.... .......,Iy PO""'" in the:­
g. ..... of power pol;h<o.~

ANC It.don w.... cNrlCt<'riOO'd . , ·Iock~. nunltoyo .I><! ful'lCtianori... 0/ I'>On-"' fricon

rrtil'>Oriti...-~, porticul.rly tho · Cur.. 01 Dl.rroxracy: tho Conll""" of Dornorno'o:

In 1953 C.o.D. w" bom. Who ..... po..... t, wore .I><! ",ho the midwi/. w" "'.
unfortunololy do 1'>01 know. But rumou. p<'I'Oisto th.ol she io the product 01 . 1'
I""",NoUo union ... Tho C.O.D. cont rol, .nd domino... lhe A.N.C..~ W. d""l.""
"""' .nd I'>Ow, tN t ...., ",,"11 nev<>' submit to C.O.D. domino ~on.-

Alriu.niSl .ttods on SACOD """".ted with oxi.~nl\ . n'i·whi" ....li"""'!", ond with

org.ni.. tiono . udt . , the U' ",hicll I'IId long lltacked SACOD . o • co".",uniot frt>nt. lJ'

tho porty.- Iloth w~ Alric.ni.' . )"Opa.hi....; Ngubane w• •• delegat. to the inoug'~••l

conkT<:nre 01 ,he PAC in 1!lS9", whilo Dun,:.n Iot..- bct:...... 1ho only whi'. P ...C....-mbo1'.

Dunc.:on w n .",..tiC . nd un~ic\olt :e figu", who tolll'<! 01 "pomplllC'lt'Oring South

A/nca. by pI ond ",;:.cll'<! • prof'O""d boycoll 0/ Soulll AlriCln mi_oJ, in fa~"" , of

frt>zm lobst toil, whlch, ho .rgul'<!, "would be very telling: - Duncon brought. Cold

War .nti-commu nism to the:- lJ' . I><! to the ...."''P'P''" C• • UId which he edited. Duna.n

claimod tNl 5ACOD """"ben -ptoudly. uNoho~ly, bockkd tho ""","",uniot cou",·· and

a C• • ,,,, , pel icy memor.nd um dedicOied til. -POP"" to · .upport Ir>r !he dMIocratic

" Ibid.
• Ibid . p.l6.
~ Ibid.
.. Editori.l: Th. Ah l<oni' t !uI'O / )uly 1958. pp.l -4.
n s.. Chaptor 8.
" Afan r.,on: kmmey Continued <Cop<' Town 1911l11, p.l 91.
" l r r .p<'''' AIl671·mlm-RoeI I : Minul"" U' N.tionoJ COng ...... :l-6 Man;:h 1959.
• Du"""n PO P"'" DU 5.1.l~: P.Duncan to C.M.H. u 7·3-19'55.
.. Duncan POP"" DU 511.61 : r,Dunc. n to G.M.H.u , 2l'o-IlH 9S9.
• r .Duncon to A, r oton, 24·1\-1958 quol«l in on""" OH ncon op.cit., p.1S9 .



flOnl. bul ....v... of COD"~

Duncon And Ngubo.... launched A ..,nn of public: .II,c1<3. on SACOD &nd the r,tnI....

C""",.. in Con'",,'• •nd in InJ ",n Ori. io. to which Ngubone ccntribut<!d. Fur DuncAn. tl>e

CIwIt ,.. w.. · une"""ption.oble ... Bu l it w.. Ihe <n'.lion 01 communi"·mi""ed people>, no.

of the Amc,n NOli"",,1 COngrn. ..• Nguboine . imilatly a=pted lhal lhe C""'t.. w.. no '

• comm uni,. d"""men., bul Argued thol it. very t>ro.sdnes. w.. in tel'>ded . \0 <'OT>d ition

lhe Atrican peopl<: fOT tM puTJ'O'" 01 aceepting rnmmulti.m ..... L~e bA<k dOOT.- On

joining !he U', JordAn Ngut>oo.... lIO.ed:

The . lmOSphet'e in.ide the Pu ')' is thaI 01 _l1 'inll"' ~oned, s1n.;:.,re 'nd decent
people unconsciou. ly Awed by the fe.rful romple>.ity 01 ra« probl........ We OCt A,
lhough the evil< we 0PPO'" u., ,,,,,,,,,,ble 10 reAson of the typo: we feSp"".·

Ngubo.... ' pp<.J led to libeTal. to ·,.~Iellibmt:i.m 10 lhe IN n in lhe 1..ocJ.I""'· . nd I'""'Y

Ie.sders soughl 10 rodialis<: the U' in ord.... 10 df«i Ihi•.MLP leadeB pniMd the · ttu ly

democr. tic ""lure· of lh.> Fr""",,om C!'!art..r" bu l ..q.ct<!d ;\> · sod, li. m: provl.I"" . · .. · no l

compatible with lhe PArty'S decl.red policy-"

Fly 1960 the loti.... w... no longer true: the U' .dorsed. d",flland polky which ulked

of rnnfilabon And rollectiviSO lion,.n<! A we1f "'~ economic: poll<1'; block ,trikes And

boycoll$ woore KC.?t«l bocau"" ·no oli>er method. are av.ilable to them· And lhe U'

cril icioed lhose who d"""';be<! suet< meIl>od. a' 'Agitation"'; U' c""irpenon I'e1e1" Brown

. l.>led: '"Whol we WAn' hen' _. I. 10 see t..... Uni"..,...1Dedaro ~on of H.. ..... n Rights b«omc

the law of Ihe lond in Scu.h Afric. '-" In 1959 lhe U' . nd the ANC pinlly OS'g.nioed the

fi..1 month·long 0_ ' boycotl 01 Scuth African good.. The meve g ted conliderable

opp<>!i tion from cv.........tive U' memb<:n; .ccording to Peter Brown, ·0 had re.ched the

~ ibid., p .l 49.
• Duncan paP"" DU 5.B.21: P.Duncan 10 C .M.Ha.._ . 20-2_1956.
.. Quoted in Kari• • nd CerhMt: ChaIl""U 0P cit. phi.
.. Balling... paP"" A410/ F3.B.4: /......"'bo....: Mrmorond..m On the African "4 lho;

Li~l r .ny, Sepl_ 1956-
Ib id.

» ALon r aton: Hop! Fo' $Qu .h Afrlc' <U:>ndon 1958). p.7&
.. Pel<'t" Brown in Conlael 22-&19S9, p.16.
.. LP paper> AIt671·m!m·ReoI 2: DTOft land Policy. adopted in 1961; .nd dlar,

economic policy. 1960.
.. LP papen A/167l-m!m-Rod 6; Tronsvul !J' Stote__ t on lhe 1958 Slay·...w. y.
.. u- pape" A/1671·m!m-ReoI 3: P.Brown:~ 1().12-19S9.



'"
poin, ../>ere on~ fcit <1>Ough ocromm,,<b bon~ been ....do- al'd a number of con..,.,.,.alive

U' """"be" ~II fo' ,"" I'rcS.....,j"" r a"y. launct.>d in 1959.- t.r Ie.de" In :-;.,.1and l/'Ie

Tr. ",,,...l saw the pony .. "an OTg.ni..,.,. artk\ll.l.t. r""" u~roup . "",ng l>oth whi' ... _1Id

blacks'-, .... In'.ining liberal v.lu,", in \he ANC by~ting wi,h il whik opposing tho

clooentss of \he A....C and SACOD. POI'" Brown Ml<'d :

II is only by being more active tho. ~ can hop" lO pen....:! . Ah\oono in po'Iieu'"
that " N ' we offer i ' be1tff than "Nt COD h.I' 10 off...•

For ll' aclivi.1S in the Cope. 'COO wa. Communht Pony" and A.-.:e Je.>d.... in tho

reg ion w.... d escribed .. 'Ii, ~. more tho " f~lcs. 'mog.. of ,hri. COD boosn.'" Ud by

Du"",n, Iht' Cop" ft'jK1od the ",Iali"" dOO<'f>CU of LP/A.o,;C ",lotion••1......her<. in II>c

country which !My dKaib<-d 0> ',be •• ,he. huntili. ting aut'mpl 10 hom In On 04h<.->'

peapl..-. portin "." [lul\Ciln art"od;

The U""'.a' Party hat no hope of achim ng ,upp>rl o' twn fnour In \he~ of
IN African m...... by . uch <lKlper. ' ion .., long .. wNt [<ldie Rou. COlli . 'w
dy....mic activitin of the Red'- IMide the AN.C. conlino... . . In ""Jilks the INjC'
factor """"in< pow.... and ... ,1>0... is no Suboll.lul~ 10'~ UbnaJ Party .....king il>
own wa y and de...,lopir.g il> Own membeT!ohip if it wi'''''' to win ~ rnpKI of
Soull> Africa . I bt:h~..., th.l our ,t.>rId • • a Party, i.~. no....raciaL South AfriGan and
anti..rornrnunis~ I. so pow,,"ul I posi~on that il _ "~ ~gy . rId skill w~ an
put all diffmng moveITwml> on 10 the del""';...,"

Duncan claimed tNt the irtfl""""e of white ccmmunists in SACOD had ·cNn~ !hi'

cha' ae\t'I" of the A.N.C: to the point at which it ....d •.,.""",, I<> be a body of Atricano. Ifd

by AfricaN and quM independent of White connol-; he _ komod AfrieaniSl all.lCb oro

SACOO as · the <:OTT'O:back ag.in" Communist conlml·." Ll' ludfT$ criliciscd Dunan's ·0 .......

man guerilla w., . , . inst \h(' COD- and w. med of tII~ d.ng"" of ovn......pNsi.irIg

communist influcn.,.., within the me In 1 95~ Duncan published an 'Open Letter to 0Iiel

Lu thuli' . ppe.>ling . 1<> him to u~ hi' eyn••nd to .... w~ he 1$ allowing his C""gms

I<> he Ifd.- The 1m.. ~at<'d coil' 10' Duncan'. ~"P"lsion from !lie Ll', W ,..,i>ed

" lnb!1'View with Pe..". Brown (1987), monsO'ipt p.2.
.. W.....tu! IT,a",vul P,ovirv;i.ol choirpc<>On], Memoi., op.cit., M 2­
" U' ~pen AII671-mlm.ReeI, 6: P,Brown I<> I.Un'..hol'.., 30-7·1953.
.. Interview with POI.. lijul !CoI'" P,,,,,inci.11 choi.....,...,.,1 (1m>. h"""';pt 1'.6.
" U' ~I"''' Al1671·mlm·Reel 5: P.HI"I I<> P.Brown, 1"5-19S~.
.. Duncan ~pen DU 5.14-41) P.Dur.can I<> P.Brown. 20+1959.
.. Duncan popon DU 5.1 4.38, P.O'""" ", to P.Brown. 14·5-1~59 .
.. fi&=,rin, Till: Feb.....y 1956-
.. Quote<! in on""" Du!!(.n op.cit. p.1 3S.
.. Con~ 2-5-19511, p.ll.



'"
questio about hi. P"S,i1;>le linl<. wu l> Amen",n "S""""'" wM h funded anti"""""" ni..

bodi ..

The Fr«dom Charter and allia nce politics.

....tl.OCb on I~ F'u,J. .... Cllm l<r W<'fO bound "I' ....ith hostility IOward, SACOO and it,

. uppo....:l mi,,,,," "f Atr..an ""1i"",,l i, m 10. rommul'li., Md •. Such 1110><1<> come 10'"~

a, \he 1956 ANC Sp«i.>l CoN""""",,, hlnclS _ rood 110m ... 1e1le1 by f"",,",, !"n!oO:len'·

General AIITed Xuma. who .~ed th.1t ANC leaden had "Iu"""<! \h<;, bo<:ks on I!",e

African N.lion.o! Congress N,o li<rn-bui!ding !'Tog"'n"'.. 01 t~ 194(1," in f.""". 0/ the

F.tdom e""" ... ....Il kh sel'Wd 10 ·del.... and confu'" ,he Ama.ns' just and i~Uole

cwn\5." for Xuma, ,"" A."lC had

lost ito identity IS I Na1io""1 Libor. lion M"~"",,,t with. polk}' of lls own and
di!ltinct AfricI,n 1J:ldentup. 0.... h..rs or ""d••t.lI"""",". by u... ·Congrn...• and
one hardly e_ l ets the .t.lndpoint 01 tbe African NotionJ Ccmgrn. _. OM.and
III muSl ",.>Ii.. no one ..I.. ""n e_ fre<, \he AfriCI... bu t the Alncan.
\hem>clv""'-

AhicaniSl d isruption of the C<r.tf~ led 10 • k ngthy dispute 0.... lho .CCR'ditalion of

delegl lt'S. and wi'h "ronks •.. clos<xl I g '; "" whol ""IS nogardeod ... obstructioni....; \he

0....1", wI' Idoptt'd wi th lill le dclro."'." A!r\cani. t1 .croS<'d ".he Chomeleon N,o,ioNI

Org.ni..tion c. lled th~ Con~. 01 Cemo<T.I>" of controlling wnI.......O! prtlCftd ingo-.nd

(OnCIudeci, -We .re tnenly tcing d~ tool> . nd .1O<>gt1 of intcmled ponies INl . te

. nxiouo to ....inlain tho .totuo quo ...

Follo"";ng 1M C~r.,"""nct", A.'lC rr...u""t~.l Albe1t Lutull rounded on entia of

tho ClloTt" .nd lhe Congress Alli. n",. In • k.lgthy oto_1, Lutuli .Itocked LP enlla,

pomcularty Nl;I'bonc. fel r IN i. ting thot whit", in SACOD domi tcd ,he ANC,

Sholl w~ infer from thi• •11eg.tion 01 hi. INt in the Libe 1 Porly be " .u'!'killu.
of hio fellow·members who belong to oth,.,. raciol groups than his own: whi"',
coloured .nd Indian? If h~ is nol, why should he lnsinuote thot rel.tior" . mong

.. See Driver. Dune... op,cit. , p,u a, 1 9701~8; P.ton: J2p;;:top.cit., 1'.177.

.. LrtlO1" from A ,B.xu.... to tho A.'lC Speci.1 C'onIem>ce, arch 1~, In Kori> .nd
C<1-hon: Chollrngr op.dt, 1'1'.242,245.

.. LUlIlh. '1uol1!:d in kono . nd CeJh,i rt; Ch.lIrnu op.el. , pp,70-11 .

.. N. .... Lind&'~o .nd Olher Q: u r".,. ltOn. In Th~ Atrl<oni.t ApnJ/M.~ 1!>56.
,2.

~ Potl.k<> leb.ollo: Whot of ,he FUt\!!'? in Th~ Attfuniot OKembeT 1951, 1'.6.



'"
no., me. l UlUli ~rgucd . wn '~n o""'ib.... hb"utory movrn-.en,· wlti<h includ ed """"ben

"wi th dl/~1 poliht~1 ;n<hn,..i""s. but illl ,ubjooding their p',•..,..... , incli N hon. '0 the

ovt'rrid ing " .....:Is of our day which .~ " . fight and defeol &I"'rthrid.• .., LulU!; ",,11>:1 th.ol

.he m e "".. al waY' hod among" its rank> f'<'Ople who .~ rommunisbcally "ri""••led __

Two cPSA .....mbers had bc<1> . ignotori.. to Atria..-Cloims: "' do "'" "'" '''r ' liing ft'd

there ._ Of or" _ >reing wilh d iff....,nt .pecudesr~

Turni ng to the F"&1",,, 0 "",... Lutuli noted claims by Ngubonc and othen IN, Iht

m e in Natal oppo>ed the C""",tt but had their hands fon:od by SACOD. lUluli, who

d..cribod him",U ... ",dali" who in England W<lUld vo~ f<:# the u bour pony-, "",cd
ironicJ,l1y: "Homo• •",..,Iy. is ..... l<ed Communi,m for an to _ _" lu Nli argu«l Ih.1.l the m e
I" Natal """"",ted " """"""l'<Ily the principln noIIec.od in .n the IN.in d . uses o! 1M

F...-dom CN"."." but "tMugM il unwi.. to hove podded tho Owto:r will. variable .m.o ils

in an all-lim<' eN"",: In concl ,,5ion, Lulul; ' 10 11>:1:

1M most IN. ""\lid hi' said aboul lhe Freedom Qwt.,r ... tNl it bre.thH in .......
of it. <!.o uses • !o<Xi.hstic ~ nd _U..e stole outlook, al'ld certoillly I\OC a Moscow
mmmuni.tic eutlook"

The Fr=f"", e""".,. m&,k«l ,I-<> cutminalicn cl a numbn cl pnx....." whieh II&d

m&,ked the ConV"'. me"""""'t;" the yea.. fcl lewing ,'''' s«cnd werld war, ......1 noIllbly

,"" search fer id<'<llogiea] unity and b rQ.>d nonncia! "",i,tonce 10 rKl.ll di <crimiNticn. AI

lhe end of tile COl'. L'Ie nonnocial commiu.... wh ich had .....,rdiN II.'d ee campaign W<ft

Racial co-opc no tion wu ....lnnCh«I bolll in the ideo\osy and pnoClice of tile Congrt"'.

mevement. Ha ving ~lIain«l broad Xl<'<llcgieal con...... us willi the adoption cllhe Frtr,s"",

Qozrr.,. by all tile Ceng""',", lhe ANe leadership eallod for \he widening ef It'!Iistar-.;e

n ANC paP"" AD11S'1/5 /GAo Albo1l lutu!i: On the Afris:;on Natio....! Cong«'<'
(mi""""l, 5-6-1956, p.r u

D Ibid ., p.I~ _

.. Ib ld_. p-S_

.. Anlhony Sampson, crsm (L:>ndon 19561. p.I~ 1.

.. lutuli'~ OP'<:It., p.ll, ...oe aiso ....-.:C popers: ADIlS'l / SI G1: Lutul i te ....\:C
Secreto ry ee......... IOi'<ef Tambo), 19-1-1956.



'"
10 the l'>:.tionali't rarty by b\I;lding all.."""" with non-Cc>nV"" 0'l>"ni.. I;O",. 7hc C"'kT

wn not cNmp;on.d by , .... Cgng...... n ""'ome<>1 in il> _",II. for ..,.... . 111",.

Afl... 1956 lh<' A."<C coll<d I", the d"~lop"",nl of . un ite<! front willi :he libenl and

l..lbo". po" l.., the Churc M , the BIKk~h and othe< an li·.parlhe;d bodi.... Moo! of t""'"
org.ni..tio... _ whi~ aN ""'" to be ". t prnent •• no' p.opaf'l'd to~ the

c t\a l1<mg;ng vi,ion o f the Chort""..... M ' .......11, the bui. 0/ ul'lily wa, to be 0Pl""ition to

n.ci.m and the N. lional ist rarty gO"""""",,l C""gT<:'S' I..dt-r. argued tNt t~ m"ed

• • tNdily growing number 01 ..,rio»' lhinking Whit\' South Amca:>s who ._ moy
not core 10 be associate<l will' our Frwdcm CNrtE1" [b<a1l .... Ow"", 1"'\ the fu tu...
of this a>Ilnuy lieo in the ?"li<y of <'qual ,;801\1•...•

ANe lead,," _ ......ibve to devdor-nt. in white pot ties and attempted to devolop

.tutegi<'S which could copitoli... on any loss of t"!,?,,'l by the NP. and hop<'" lor .

diminution of while support for 'p"r.hftd ;"",",. ;«1 in the 1.0", 19500.- Whitn from a wkle

range of organi.. rio"" atl\'ndod 11>0 1957 Mulli·Raciol Ccn!~ lMRCI OTVni~ to

"di"""•• and ~lore the 01'1" which un bn rg about hitndly . I'd tft«ti"" ro-oper.tion

.mong \he' differenl r. 6.11 groupo in our counlry.- With )SO porlk'iponl" .nd 0""'" 300

obse1w.. includi ng tTl' and NP ""'~ 1M lindings of MRC COIl'ltnilsloN all Qndtmned

. partheid . Al 1M .."'" time, a 'moll number 01 promi"""l Afrikaners publie1y d;sllll\01<l

I~I..... from voriO\ls ~pe< 1S 01 .partheid, Including T'rofftsor LJ.du 1'IeI,is, • foundn

mm>beo" "'1M Br(I«/eTOOnd, who crilicioed Prime Minisl<1" Vt'rWOeTd and col~ for p al1rr

InleT·roci.ll conlllCt _~ In oJdibon, inror.Nl di""'lSioN were MId~ Conll"'" ~odeTI

. nd members 01 the South African B..-u 0/~I Atlld" [SABRA!, a body 0/ Ahil<.oner

inlell«lUIls formed in l~B 10 rch . I'd propo~ 1M public for 1M patest p"'oibk>

,"cUI ""PO,"Iion. Thi> followed the ing of a ......lulion colling for . "-"'On<! m..i~rociol

con~ at 1M 19SB SABRA conle~.

.. Moon KoWle, Tht G~. I Crisis Ahead (Now Ago pomphlet. 19571,1'10.

.. Ibid . 1'.7.
~ See Karis .nd Gee""n: 0.1'."," op.cll. pp.2'J6.lO'7.
• Ibid ., 1'.301.
~ Ibid .• 1'.303.



'"
In the e><lra-porlia........"''Y field , 1M U l:<:ral " ..ry ~;coliscxl ilS policies .no;! WOI'k<:

closely wHh 1M~ in nortlu-m Natal and .1...w~. In 1955 the Women' , Dtof~ of

I'" Con' ti tulion tngu. w.. Iormod. rompri. ing r rWomi... ntly Enghsll-lpooking middl...

• lus women. The O'l;;miso'ion ""'" ."olved . dr.mat~ k>nn of prolnl. standing in $i """'"

~ring • bLKk ..,Ii (hom which they lOOk lIw:ir 10'.. IWl'IOI In lMuming 'Dr \he

constitu tion and IIw: abrog. tion 01 civil rights." In Natal. .he Anti-Republica.. ~.gue

organi sed public moo:ting. in prolE'll 0' pi.". 10 tro...form South Africa into • ..".,b1ic.

Ten.ion. w;!hin I/'Ie Uni~ rany in<ft<>...,.j and in August 195~ twd .... UP M:'$ ""';gnod

to form the I'n:>grflSiv. Puty. following which thty ""Id ...'msI.... I.Olks wilh Afnc.ni...

and Congreso lwom8

M _ ha..... som. all o rg.ni..IioM o p<'foting in the whi le area.~ hl»lilily

."",• •d . and refuscxl 10 oo-op.,,'e wil~ SACOD.~ SACQO In !urn criticio<od while

organisations for reiD.ing 10 acknowled ge black d"""nd. for lun cq"",1i~, and i ....Ole<!.

that tho principles 01 the f,,",,", 0.".,... ' ore the only N'~ on which IIw: NaliDNljsto

can be dclN'ed.- AfrIanist . ' lO<:ks on S"COD and the Choorl.. elitil/!d ,uppon from lr

rMmb<n and 01,,"-, and In "'Ugu' l 1956 lutul; pri..alely q_ tioned th~ officacy of

malo:.in&~ flftdom ChaMC1"~ basi, for co-<'f"""0lion will> ...y oth<:r group in Ihe
fulu",. Why ,hould _ :ilo ou.....1Y('$ $0 faol 10 the Congreoo 0' o..rr.ottal$? W~

, hould form 0 f ..,...)o"" Fronl 0' wXl~ as pos.ib1~."

l UNli' , cornrnenl wu follow<'<! by public ' la_II!Tom""UOr Cong~ figu...,. a'guing

thot Ihe f red"", ( 11oo1.. , hould nol be ~ bali, 01 unity. Compaigning u r>d.". the slog.n

'TIle Nal' MUI' Co~, 1M alli.>nc.. punut'd by ~ Congreo... ""'"' Iorgdy (~rw:t ",.d with

wi"";ng wlUte .uppon.- Joe Malthew' orgued !hot '.10 !he Na~ON!ilt', oPf'l'""'ion

be",,,,,,,, W(ITW, lhe a ll for a Uniled Iron' rompooed of.ll genu;... oppo.....ts 0' "'i'"l'\~

bero........... ""'"' insi._t" ond as 0 notiON! 1ibo!ntion mo.........., ;1 w., "hi, lOriully

con'OCl ' N 10 ",.1ly lhe people on th~ widcol possible "'01. .. He continued:

" ~ c.WO'kr.'W~"'~'1E'~'~"'g,"'~~"~.~""i';i'J"i"I." .'-'A'"'·'" llond<>n 1982), pp.1l'3-1 l'S... Kari, ond Cer~n: Chalkn;, "I'.ci~, p.301•
.. ~ d "p!'On 5-8.
.. See (hopten ~; ...,., 01,., C""nIOf "~k Nov="","-Dec..mbet 1936.
.. Counter ...ttxI< "'uguS! 1955. p.l .
co "",a>Ol\ Tm1 ro l1ett1On ...0 1812 51/115'19: ....lluuli 10 Dr.A.~~, n-&-l956.
.. FSAW POP""' ...011 37 Ec3l : sec 1'0 ...11 Nal;OI'lol E..n.ti"n, 11-11-1951. p.2,
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,trugsle • came to be foug~t out ovor tN quostion of tt>e form lhot rocial ro-opcrotion

.hould !.ike.

195&-1960: The politics of nonr~ci~lism.

n.e 1950s ...ere domiN Ie<! by Ahiun ond Alriu ...... national ism. liberol., soci.>li,.. and

othel"$ 01'J""'ed to . p.on he;d _ te fomld to ,.,."..""..~ their Ideologico! . nd stra tegic

, ..nd points in rcl.tion to the ANC as the rr;:>rnI'n"li~ African polilk.ol org. nisation. A.-'C

IHdcn no"'<:l lhot 'fighten fo. fr.edom in lhi. country are <:Qntin""lIy being drawn from

all >«tiono of tN popul.tion,"" ond amended the militant Alrican notioNli'm of the Youth

l<\ogue in ot~mpling to build 0 broad onri" p"rtheid front. By the 1.o1e 1950>. ho_...,..

lho<e hostile to the ANC and /or ,he Congrno A1liara • Including LP "",mben. former

Cl'SA memben. Trnt>kyist• . Africo";, " and 01Mn ' ollempled to capitalioe on lhe po...er

vacu um ...~X:lI em<'l'ged in the ANC. Although thei r Iong_tenn objcai"n differed 'hltkedly.

all focussed ho'tile <.Tilici" .. on the ..me immedia le " rgel: the J>1Cpor.deronl influence

SACCO """"ben _,eKCUsed of wieldi~g over lhe ANC lluo ugh the multita60lly

.tru<t,,,ed Congrno Alliance. SACOD did include a numbn' of communi"" &om both the

CPSA and SACP. Many had bc:om active in blac:k p.>litics for two or Ihree dceodn. had

N rned the I".,t of ConS"'" \codCl$, orod wield ed COt1llnC>nu..... iJifll>CnC'l.' in black pol itico!

circles. Nonethel...., by ignoring block communi,lS and oc«pling SACOO .. a ' tonl for

...hite communi,lS, a di'plto~ a ..oy of f<>n'e$ id""lified tN a abol illon 0/ mulliT~li.m

with lhe ncising 0/ communi" influcnct.

In the _ly 19500. the tenn> multiracial, nonncLo.l ard lnlrf·..ci.ol """'" used

inten:h.ongeobly. By the end of the decade. loren hoo.tile 10 SACCO focu.-ed allooo on the

multincial ,tru<ture of lho CongTeSs Al1iara. n.e at tack ..... led by Patrick Dunca.. ond

C""IAC!. "'lIkh . rgued thot

non-'ociali sm and mulri ·TaCiolism .re two n<y diff<!r<nt th.inv. n.e non-.aci,oli..
sen each human being .. Ii". and Ioremo>t 0 hu man: Iss Impcrtont foets about
him ore hi , cdueat;on. hi' race. etc. But the mulli-Toclolist, like the ou t·And-<lut
nrioli'l, ....." N oh hu ....n being Ii"t ond Iofe'ml)lt .. a mcmbol' 01 0 ' adal block."

~ Lululi:~ op.ci!., p,ll .
" Editoriak Conto<l 16-5-1959, p,l>.



'"
e""llICl's Iud was followed l>y form<>r "'boB of Itle Nor>-E"I'Of'N" Unity Mov...,.,.".,1

" 'ho publi.""" The Citi"""• • fortngMly "' ,..... D po.' ........~I""'. Tht Cil;".., .sk.,.j , "Wt......

;, lhi. country. 'Non-Europe', from which fou, out of ~Yfy fi~ South Africa,,,, would

.ppeu to ha"., COfI'e?.... and . 11Kk<!d boll> the eongn,.. Al li~ and .he NH.~M /(><

"buildin, o' V ni""r;o"s which oerw '" "",inlOin and ""'lUnch tho siaM quo:"

Multir~.li,m wOO aibcio.ed for lr;)"'pl. nHl\& 'I"'nhl:id into the Congrn. All~"",,; the

target o f U1Kk, _ ...... w • • SACQD:

Ie is ""'lb·'.....li.", . • gr>ruilOU$ tonension 10 .po,thrid - which 10 l l lhe 1'001 0/
. 11 Oll"" ~I. in CClIIg"e'• .... And il 1$ prt'<:i....ly the mulri_ra.,.;' li'm 0/ Co ngn-»
w hich .....b le> tho ·WM .....,l'lly· ConS...... o f D,,,,,,ocl'llo to dorrunale the Congrn.
", ..0.0.1" aUio,.".. and to , uboni'''''le its Slnlgglr . g.un" opprnsion to the '1'1......
of -'Y"'P"lheric", "Whil. - patroNgo.-

......... h.o"" ........ m .. l ri r~li.m .t~ from tho in ,i ,lence of Africa" notioNliOU

tha ' Africans should bI' or-ganised into on . n· Ahicon body while co-operaling with 01....

Coogrt'5S A111.".,.••nd SACOD m<'IfIbm 01 oil polihc.ol penuasions w.... unhappy with

1!'Iei. allotted task 01 working wilh WN lt'O rathH than blKu.- In a hushly IrQnic llOIu

F t, in ttw, Lot. 1950s rnul~ raO.oli,m . ame to be """, by • wid. rang. o f forces u Iht'

cro tion (I f w hit\' <:ommuni.t< who ;ougM 10 d;~ Iht' A."lC bu t W1."n! u....b1. 10 join It

By positing SACOO u a <:ommuni,l front mul!ira ria1i. m w. . ....... 10 provId. ...." lYl"ly

d i. proponio.... t\' rep........totion 10 communi .t<.

....timents. One citic (I f Iht' Congrn. movement arguod :

lhe pheno....... of Stalini' t mu hi·.,dali. m o rigi.... lly arcoe • • an adaptation 10 Iht'
NEUM . Thinking Non·EU"'l""'ni.m to be lhe m ing force the Communi.t ""rly" 1
l~t time of LorgOly "whil. " compool1ion and predomi....ntly "whil' " ori<~"_. with
cha racteri , tic opportuni. m . bondono:<:l ito old "non-raO.oi o rg.nisational ,....,. In
fa \l(lut 0/ working in and buIlding rod..of Clfganisalions, I(l be !limed at making
pollli<:al c.p ilal out o f the .lirri ng "bJ.ock" ...... >n.~



Atlacb on SACOD and mul ti,aci. a,m we", led by .II<> Afnani" .. f ollowing .1Ie e. puhion

01 Po,lako I.cl>.ollo . nd I..T..... Madzuny. fmm the m c. ",""lilily toward. SACOD wu

e. tendo<! .0 include ,II<> A."C le~....h,p. ' nd • "",,,wdown ' pp"atod lnevi t.lbl• . !, leade,

. rtid e in &ln lw Wcf/J. whiell championN lhe Afriani.. c. u..,. no"'" of lhe Al'C

Iead...ohip:

Thoy ' p<:u of Allia""" wi.h til<> C.O.D. ...cl wi.h the ","""lied Indian.nd ColouTt'd
ConS""...., when ,n 1",,1 i. i• •"""" "'"'YaliiOU'CM which .....k.. them work .g.iN'
Afrian N.tlo....li, m. II i. tho C.O.D. lOllell>01" with Ill. Ind ian. and Coloutod . who
hove • • pellod Ill. Alricon NallO lm.from 01" own home, .1Ie A.N.C. W. mu,~
the"'fo dlSm,.. th..., kI...,gn from Ou r A.N.C. • nd wi th 'hem the prnom'
Iead hip. All 01 them must rch our for w. hov. no lime to pick and choose
be1ween 1Ilem."

The mounli ng a' tacks on SACOD .n",,"'" Cape-b.l.ed ",,-«>mrnun~. 1oe Nkatio and lohn

Gorn.., bo,k of whom hod b«:ome in",..,..ingly VOCiOI entia o/ .he Cl'SA and who t>e<:. .....

Inc.....ingly 'Y"'P',!>l'tic to .1Ie Africoni:;lS." Nkado SI' ''''' :

I acCl'J" being coiled . n 'Aflicani.r if II """ ns an "African" WN> I't'fu.... to be
poUhcolly .ubser\<>en• •0 "European" leadenNp a nd who n>fu.... 10 enlrUSI hi.
destiny to """'" "EuTo!"-'. n- ".....,01. who "'p101t him-"

P. lIick Du"",n recf\l ilt'd "''''dO into .he U', " _II as klrmcr m UM memben grouFod

aTound T1It Ciliun; he abo t>cg. n .alk> wi.lI l1l. NEUM. noling tN. "i. ""'y be t....t lIli.

wi1l1..d to a fu.ion" whi.ch would "itnn'><'rlHly . t=gthen lhe party•.-

In 1953, mc eonlen:nct'S were held in the T,ansvul and tlw westem Cape in a. lm\ptJ

to "",,1~ d i.put.. wi.k the Afrianists. Both fa,led in 1m, objecl; .htft w..te1'n C' pe

bntT'oClles broke .w.y from lhe ANC. while both ,id., brough, ". trong-ann ,'ew.Td, - to

press lhrir case . t Ill. Tn-nsvu l conf.......,.." T" l\$v...1 Alricanists also left !he "'""c.
. taling: -W..... Iaundting ou t on our own .. !he 4'*0<I;'n of A.N.c. policy as formula te<:

in 1912 arid pursuod up '0 the ti 0/ Congress Al1ia""".- Dunc:on welcomed \he ""'.k.
noting 1Iut. if " led " to .....lio l rejection 01 the COD al1ia~ by the mc ._it will in

South African tenns Ix' a. importanl a, w;as Ill. rep:oct;on of the Communi.ts by the

" llantv. W",ld 23-&1958.
• See dlapl<1' 7, and D.Mu.son: Johnn y (jomas: V"iCf of the WOfJ.i~g am (Ca p"

Town 1989).
" Quoted in The Clllzen 4-3-1956; see . 1", Mu""",~ "l'.efl. p.ll l .
" Dunun papers Dl: 5,IH2, P.D.>ncon 10 r.~ ~S.1959 ...cl :J(Io+l 959.
" Bo:nson: Binhngh! op.cil , p ,2Of>.
.. Ib id ., p .1O'7.



CIU........ in 1927.-

A year loin. ~ Pan AfricaniOl Cong..... w.. lo.unched. wilh ur.iwnily ""-'tuft. aOO

former Youtb uaguo. Robert Sobukwe .. its Pr..~ t PAC speak... arp>t<l tl..1 the "'''lC

was Ic<I by • "white I""udo-leltiol dirt'Ctorau." resu lt of which il had

betnJ"'d the IN teNl in !<"rI."SlS of the Afrian P"'!'k'. They ha~e ..crificed theoe
int......ts upon the political . lta' of an ungodly alliance, In an.."". 01 sla ~.,..,_,

sla","", ri~er and . la......•

No Afric&nist and to........ Youth League 0:0l1""g"" of ANC Secnla ry General OIi_ Tambo

appealed to him to return to the policies 01 the League:

It was and il um is the linl d uty of an Afncan Nationalist, to dntroy a
Communi>! in .~ pos'ible way. Right from lhe found i", of U~ A.N.C.Y.L it
was the principle and practk. to annihilale Corrununi,ts under an situation. and
Ql'CUnlStancn ~. African Nationalists. then as ....w, be1io:Yed . trongly tNI
Communi.t. had no inl......t in African Frwdom, pcopt 10 u,e us as paWTU of
Russian fot<;gn policy. and as ' O!Y<Ilut>ona'Y expend&bles.~·

AI tho C<'Fllre of PAC """tilily lay SACOD which, It was arped , had f<med Ofl the ANC

a policy which "con , i<ler!, ] $oulh Africa and its _ alth to belong 10 an who li.....·in it. the

. 1;e" di.?"'.......". and the indig"",,us di.pos.....""'. the alien robben and lhei. ind igeno us

vkti""....

The ull for 'One Congr1'$s '.

Attacks on SACCO reached a point where a pan icipant in the tlUrd SACOO ~ational

Council meeting in May 1959 "a,ked i/ we did in faet~ the AN .C. by the nose.- By

lhe end 01 the l'so.. SACOD was badly _akel'led: wi th the banning of T.""s~a&I

chairperson Vic Goldberg. 51 SACOD ........ben, rough ly ........fllth 01 i" total nw=mbonhip.

outwlves IS 10 the role we hI.e to play" which s\efNn<d from "the flC'! lha l ...."1

........hers ha...e ....t accopte<! the origi nal role of the C.O.D.... 'This r.~ in pari from

• Duncan pape<> DU 8.9.10: P.Duncan: Assn'~! of the victory 01 tM Africani !" In
the T... ns~..1 AN..!: (mimo"O), nd .I958.

• Quoted in F.anci. MoIi: Soulh Africa Belong, To lk: A H'V<>ry of tM "'''lC (Ha,are
1988). p.1 37.

• Micr.Afr.4ll4 Reel 8, P.T..ie to O.R.Tambo, :zs.5-I958.
ft Micf,AJr.4S4 Rocl 8: M~nil",to of tN, Africa~l.t MO'!t'T!!rn!: Ahic:lnist t-;ational

Con...enhon. 4/ 5-1· 19S9. p.z.
.. SACOD paper< A0 l196 / O: Minutes: SACOD National COUncil. 30/1·S-19S9. p.).
.. Ibid .• p.l.



.I~ng and ,,,,,,,<iou. politic.1 work .mong.t our rnonlllly dcp....W'd bn: rh........ th<­

EU""p<'aN .- SACCO wlS &Iso "",. kono<! in rho 1010 1950s. by I .....urgonce 01 c.n. for t....

~non of d . .. ""'gglo, As hod occum<l in tho l.a,o 1'HOo. all. ,.". cia...1Tu" 1.

w.'" couched In rh. longuag. of nonraci &l i.m Of 'Ono (:01'8"""'"

SAroD included ••ange of p>lilical Y:iowp>int•. Whil. SO"'C' fo....... C1'SA rnembo:n

rofuo.od to join SACCO. 01""" oppoW'd to multi~.1i.m did so. as did soci.li. t. 01 ~.riou .

hu... Baruch Hirwn. a uni,...rsity 1eclU..... Iotor imprisoned for ..bo'OS• . noll'd . h;"

"",mbno of lhe So<;i.oli.t Le.gue of Afri<•• a ."",n joho........bu"! Trotskyi. , g7tlup. juinod

SAroD bocau .. "_ w"'" ' erribly isol. led. I ......11 hondful of peopl."; within SACCO,

League .........bno "could put . soci.li., Ii..... Ind win fMndl ,- SACCO wu a forum b

which botll.. wi,hin U.... whi~ left w.... f<>ug" t out chonClori"ic 01 idook>gia l d i'p""'tion

in Sou,h Africa, ito \oc'u l w. , rh. form tho, nciol c<>-oponotion . hou ld IIlo.

Within SACOD. tho .,rictu.... of worling with whi,,,, produ"'"<1 a m';n....l mmpllin'

Ind I",.lration . As IW1 of lho alli&n<\' .Irategy pu~ued a/tor 1956, SACCO wu coiled on

to"bn>&d.... ou' o••lIgn.o to:- - to lOne down 110 wheft'r\co to tho Fno4tn Ow,.. In flvour

fn>m p ...root. btocl< work. SACOO rnemben reported to be "bored to INn" w1!l'1

"an .1"..,.. i,."".,.nt ""und of jumbloHaM- Di..g ' o~'" SACW. rolo Wi' gi.......

a d .amlli<: focus by Cop<' "'C'mbor ~....Id Seg.l, ,"" ltom<>\Y.nt edi tor 01 Af'ia So>Jolh.

Segal wu inviled to I<ld rhe 1958 Wo.kcn Conftftnce on tho~ boyCOll; in

~ of hi. 'P"ft"h, ho_~ Seg. 1 al1<!d for a ling'" non n ci&l Congreol.. A=n:l ing ' 0

Seg.I. "I lOOk I pou nd out of my poc1<ct Ind 1 ..id " 'I h<'<Ol>y . pply 10 join the ANC •

will you aca!pl ""," And ,here WIS • tumu hoou. 'YKT Y""T'- Wirhin • yo. r SACCO'•

• tud""t bronch, bosed .t tho Uni~....ity 01 the Wilw.'....r.nd. ~olOd to dllb.ond ilsolf.n<!

.. T....son Tri&1coliOClion AD1812 £f.2: B.Cot toehllk to Y.Barenl:>lotl, 11-3-1950­
• Intorviow with Baruch Hinon (\986), tr1nscrtpl p.t .
.. SACQD piP"" ADll96/D: Somj: Sygm' ipns (in_l discu..ion d<Xu"""'".

nd.l958, p.:!.
.. Orgoni..ripT\lI P!yblrms pf t!le S,A,CQD ln CO"I\W AlIo>Ck August 1956. p.•.
• Inl<'n'>OW wUh Ro....ld SogaJ (198IU. lI'onocnpt p.4,



fonn a nonracial Youth ConS""'S. incillding African and lndion . tudents.· SACOO """"t><...

in JoN """,buf& made ....,ves 10 begin orp nising Afric.on domeslic worUn. and the CofA'

Town bnnch queri<'d the watering down 01 policy 1Q ... 10 fonn aUiol'aS'

This we are pIlt ling a . Iop 10. If ou r poli<y Is right and weo~ - oh.... we an't
help it. Being brood. we have decided. means l'IOIhing more INn wCO'ki" wi th
oth<'r O<p~lion. and individ....l. on agrft'J 1>oues while diwgrecong • and ToOt
working lOgflhc. - On~..

AltKQ on mulliraci&l ism from non<ongftSS rnomborn w,,", seoen ~ SACOO leaden

as lhe &<lions of~.~... friendly 10 ,,, [who\ Nve now found a.1id< with wlUch they

hope 10 heIIl us. a 'policy' with which thory hope to sow dissens;on:'" This oppea.. 10 N ve

been the u se: Pet.... Hiul ha. noted tNI CT'ioosm of mu ltincioli>m wa. ·ou. point of

argu......t. I wouldn"t soy il wu a huge ideologi<oJ point of diff"",,,. bul il w.. a wry

sood .lick 10 _t the Congrn. movement wlt"-- Within SACOO, eon. for One Congres.

resulted. in p&rt from d, li. f.-;tion 0_ both worbng with wkil.... and c:a1ls for brood

alii>.,..,... The initial ....po of SACOO l. ad.... w... 10 point "",t W t all SACCO II'>eTT"ben

would rather belon! KI a M nl'lidoJ body but thot · theft WeTe many obstad.. In the way

of lhi." _ most notably I,," <1.a. opp><i!ion from ANC and SAIC '-'en. N ""'h. they

argued. ·cIwlg. would only be po$5ible w!It'n the 0Ihr:r Con~ "'"a'e .trong and

(T)I\Ad...1 enough' 10 i",Ogo'" it."

00. 10. a nonracial congn;"'. how wm! SCIClft given a d ... """tent by lehwing

SACCO I'I'Ietl'lbon who argued that by pu ing oJlianceJ and con<entnalirc on dectoroJ

poiill<s, liberoJ Idoolocy had "al",ody oeeped dooply into the mo.........I..... In a sene. 01

tm:>ood-s'-t> and in the POV' of CoI.nltr Alld. the building of o.Ui&n<n wo. <quailed

with nez1«ti"l the mihtont organisotion of b1&cb. and with 'tre.olinr; U.cT.U. as an

"nwonled folol..-dlild.- Hirson. writing under a poo:udonym, ..guo:d thot 11'.. p!&nned

• SACOD POP"" A011%/O: SACCO No.tionol ColIna !. 3011-5-1959. p.7.
.. DiKYuion Cpm.. in C....n~. AIl&d: o.x."""",, 1958. p.2
.. 'Trelllon Tti&li. i": 9 her Thopghl> On One Congms in Co....1ft AItI<k l>Uy 1959.

p.9.
.. lnltrvif:w with 1't1.. HjuI. p,9.
.. SACOD papers ADH96/ O: SACCO Nolion&l Council. 3O/1 ~S-19S~, p.7.
.. K.Sh&nker [Boruch H" ...nL Tht: O,"ett»M and u.... M"ln &cill Conf~ in

ANI~ I , Jan....ry 1958. p.3.
Ibid.



me anti·~. compoign ohould point out

INt po. ... . ~ pu'l of u.. ""pi"'l'" sY'lt1I\ _~ po_on .~ ....... link in ~ choin
tNt bind. us ... A~n and .g.in it is.....,....., to nplain thot in fighting to brNk
IhI'oe 1111b in the Ch.J.in 01 01'1"""' 0\Il' objl!divt is to get rid o f the wholt ( ""in.
Our p i, which we mus, k«p t in .;ghL is to dwlV the wholt ><>e:Ul . y. ,....
In South Africa.-

Vic CoId1Jer&. writing in C""nl... AlIll<k, .rgur<l1ho1 SACOD'. ..IUIO work should fOC\ls

on org.niomg while work.... r.th.. thon forming .Illon<ft wilh midd~aso inlOliect....b

in the LP and ol......here. Goldberg. SltO"I\ly «Jloin&; Donie du Plessis 1m ,....... ,.." lier,

argued 6rsdy that Iho org. ......lion of the working class should ~ the fin. priority of the

tibeT.lion mo~t. Second ly, CoIdb<."rg aJtUed th.at ct... politics could n<:t be puBU«l

in • mullincial .Ilia~ ow••re .grtoed tNt whilft and """'whi,.. are Inter~""l

in the d<"Yfloping of thi. country, in It.. .tnl"~ /or fn:o:dom this must be tven ITCTe

.pplicoble.-

~ supporwn of <:\.u$ .trugg~ fought .gaillSt the Ideology of the South Alrian

Comnwni" Parly, porti<'lliarly 1M lbeoTy of in~ coloni.IJism through wNeIl !IOCioliSl$

........., ""lied on 10 work with and for lho: ... rio",,' mo~t. t1>a, NIUe _ fought 0 101

over coli, tor n<>nr&ct.ol;'rn, which reoona~ wilh .,.isling fr\IsWtion 0vt'I" SACOD'I role

In the~. Goldbo1'g arguN Ihot South Africa WII • apitalist <:ounlry, nploiled by

and for local capitalist>; u .uch, all had a stake in a a>mn'IOI'I .truggle. Ho_.
U _ co~w of whi~ South Aflicill bmIg 1 o;o1oflial power and __w~.i!ll> South
Ahica bring the colonial people. !hftl the .truggle an OIIly be likened to eee of
NtionIlliber.otlon. In this ctlnlni it is obYio.... liO_ thot the Afrioonist position
01 Africl for the Atria... would be~ and that a black ftnUS wllibr .tn&gle
would be the _ f""'f;I'P"i..... sl>ould .uppon.-

In ~pon>l:, SACOD and me Itaden argued thot they all.~~ ilk.. of Ono

Coo....

nny Congrn. load .... 0/ lOday would be willing . and~ eager · to belong to
and join 1 multi_rac:ill hie] Congress. !lilt political .U<n"tS In the fight 19oi...t ro«
domiNtIon 1. not to be won by !he Ieadft'J~. For 'uccess. Ie~ ntod the
........ A", the maM<'t ...ady for a m ulti-racial Con&J'"Sl? Would u... tribn pocpk
0/ Sokhukhu""land or the dod< Iabouft'n 01~ led thot a multi-racial bOdy

- ibid.
.. 'V. (Vic Goldbo1'gJ: Aft..,. Confm:rg In C.... nw A Illld< . upplement. nd.l959. p.2

{.......~... in origi""n. .
'V': Con(= op.oL. p.3.



was 'thoU' ory;ani..tion. as lhey lOdoy Iftl about the A.N.C.?'"

ANe lead,,"a~ thai ho weVC'l" all;:">cli~ a singJo. Congrns ""'y . ppear, "would lhc're

not irNnediotely be a _ /ell • ....,.,g.. Allie.... f"" • p"ftly Ahian q . ni..tion 10 put

f"""'an:! the views of AfricI....?-,. Ths w•• borne oul wi th lhe f""""lIon of the PAC.

w_ founden . rgued tNt tho; new Of&Ini..tion w•• made~ry "followi"f; the

captun! of. pomon of 1M bb<;k lradnthip by the while ruli ng d......"

Mullira6alitm had gi__ ri>o: 10 whal $ACOD and NCC rnernbt'r Ben Turok drtmt.-d

as a "quite horn:ndou. " build up 01 commi llftl, with • Io~ d "S'ft of _.tag.. and

duplic:otion of dlort.'" nw local, pn>vi""al and national """",I...rive o:>mmitlft'l, ..tIi(h

loy at the heart of cLoims that SACOD domiNted the ANC. had~II to break down by

19511. "", commiller> hall be<m C'Y1!1I I'll> n«uti~ pow,,"~Iy to il$ 10 avoid the

mcn>acIunftIl of 0""' Congrru ;n the ailai'" 01 antICl>ft; becau... 01 their lock of pow,.,.,

""~, the comrniltHt had "fa\lero ""'Ii of ",,",I Wil$ d.........rQ .nd Wft'r~)'

"'J'lacrd by join t rnro:ting. of Congres, b ..curi .... Co<nmiltHt.

To 1M d... conlent bcinr; lnjrcted ;nto tal l> far o~ Con""" , ho,.....,e'!", C""II"'"

Ir:ader-f l'\"lponded wi th a dd~ of 1M IW<Htag.e !hoory wlIich undCl'loy CST. On the orw

hand, it WM .rgurd tha t Ilmilor dcbolet over d aol and llliional stnlll8l. had~ plIa'

w...... SACOD was Iotfnood. bul "ideological '1- ......, put uld. _ for lhI' IIkr of

unity on I"" ..... ill 'l""'"riOlll bdo.. u l ln the ~ountty:' ~ AIlhi' _ t1....., .n anonymous

$ACOD ....-...bCl' arzued 1....1 "th.. wiN\ing of IuD doonoo'KY.- ~ an eosrnllal ttap In w
proP'" of ee populor movement". whereat critic. IOUght

10 skip the :'i$lonc ~V oIl1w aclUo-vemmc 01 full <kmtc::i»<j ;n South Alrles• • Td
' go it alone' to _ rdl the fiNl bre. k do.... of all o<:ouomie ....1rio:tionI on W
WOI"ki"f; ..10... In this [theyl 1"""ld ",.1;0" thallthcyl would Iooc tho .......... l.tion
of broad ........,. of the populoliofl not parUcuwly afl""'ocI by 01' delirin; luch III

- 'Tri.oli$r: Though.. op.clt., p .9.
'~NEe Repon '" the ANC Annual COnf.......,... De«mbcr 1959. in K.aril and Cnhut

ChoI!rnge op...' \" &485.
'" j\!riClJnlganife1!O op...IL. p.z.
... InlCl'Yiew wnh Ben TUrD\<. pp.28-30.
," AIId.... Hou... co llection ADI180 Eo :U .5: NCe: Re:oolll Q Ioin t Conv r.. b ro>'iv"

nd .l957, p.l .
... eo"""uni .... and C.O.D.. in Counte, AItKlr. January 1959, p.l.
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Tow:;ords th" futuR.

Di.pu~ 0..... flOIl /multir>ci.oliYn gt1'W Ihl'Ollghoul 1959, ro~ by . ...ri01y of eong"".
joumAb. In PO" they "'P...-lr<l & _U~ of di. pularion over the pl~ of c:Y>.

SlnIggle in • d~ d ominait'd by "" tionoli, m; combined with Ihe hostile a\IUs of tho

PAC and LP. ""-...... di.pul<'O over the form INt tho> SlfUggle $lw)uld adopt. and W

S<>&ls 10. wh ich it should lim.~ blurred. Ooba le WI ' soon OW'rtllkrn by ","",IS. n..
SNrpo'Ville.nd Ung.> .....rden in M"",h 1960~ 11> .. slale of """,,&'"""Y bl:inl declln<l

.nd both 1M ANe and PAC -.., bonned. A.o .......,11, the l P bridly inherit«llhe polilial

~.... '''''l~ in SCIulli Africo, and .an .~ul (2mPOp aglin.t blAcbpot removal> In

Now and .gainst Ihe 6rst Tr.noI<ci.n elections in 1%2. It also atll'octod~ng 1'tpI'nOion.

and ..-t of it> \e.ldinS activists - over 70 0/ \hom • WOft banned by 1964. The PO"Y

diobondod in 1M lace 01. ."" Politi.,.] ln le' felil( r Act of 1968 ..lUck <lli.ollo~ nonrad.ll

In 1961, the me and SAcP jcintly formtd Um!<honlo we su- [Spur of !he N.olion]

and undntook • camp&ign 01 sabolage. By tho time the me w., ron:ed mIG Il~nd

and ..wiwy .cbYity, ho_ , I"" unity of o'll. niu tioN rq>•.,mling I II the ethnic croups
In South Africa in the stn>U;1e a, l i...t apartheid. had~ In~1ed in lb pr~ and

Ideology. At the third ANe CoNultoli.... ConICfeNlI! In Mo"'Z"'" In 1969, lndlviduol

rnernbonhip of the me w at "f"P1""'d to .n ra<ft. Whi1<> norvaci.&11sm was finally adopted

by _ ANe In f'Xi1c. ho_, muillract&lism mnti~ 10 ",id~ t~ form 01 Itgal

OTg&ni>oJlions opposing ap¥!heid within South Afri(:o.

Mom the limo: INoI the ANC ""'""Ked U I Ieodi"ll ~1mwn1 in Ihe Ieislantt1nO~

In South Africa il f.oco:d I n Irray 01 prcbWms 0 ...... Ihe ,,"lCre Ind form the IIU\Illille for

eqwoli'Y .hould~. At th~ boot' o f those~ \.oy Soulh AtricI'. while popul.otion.

The A.-';C Ieoder>hi.p accepled tI>e p"rmonmce of WhileS wllil~ _ king'" rno>biIise A/ric.>....

,. 1lA.L': Mn-.- Conftrrnct: AnolW Vi"!'OOinl, In COI>I\lct Attad< Suppiemenl,.
n:I.1959.



'"
and orgo ni Ilwm in 1M ANC. M"ltiraci.lHsm wn the .......... by w hidllhe AJ'IiC ...ughl

to mobil Afric:o... while co-op<"'oting M!h NlioIYl orpniulklns "p'...nling . n tho

othnl< gn>Ups in South Amco.

Outside ilS Ta"""" \he ri... 0/ the ANC initi.otod polilial d ,SC\Wion -.:I debole among"

tibe..]", sociali," and o!hen "l'PC""" 110 5egr!'gorion .nd op&nheid. All wne fon;od !(l

acl<nowledge \he ,i",ifica,," of African "'Iionlli~, and 10 .mmd thrir lheo<y ond

pnw:ti~ accordin&Jy. As ........11. \he 195Qr, wrre • decade 01 both ""'" MnlUIe ond

~ .nd .m.rcgic deballO. as libenl. And sodalin. soupt to win the inoorponli<m

of thft, pis in lh< notioNlist progr• ..."... 01 tho ANC. The disp"!t"5 wbich follow«! \he

riOf: of the ANC . oYtt the p1Jce 0/ d ... struggle, the efficacy 01 pu!i.o~wy acbon.

and o!hEft -~ fought 0111 ........ the fonn INI -'01 co-op!1'olion sJoco.>ld toke. and Iho

pIxe cl whi!f:" In the str\lggle .",in.. apartheid.
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