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editorial

With the passing of the first anniversary of the October 19th
crackdown, it is of interest to recall what we wrote of those

events,
In the editorial of WIP 2, we suggested that

"The actions of Kruger on October 19th confirm that the strategy

of total war, and the development of an exceptional state, are
reaching a point of consolidation, The point of no return has

been passedssesesses

sessel(I)t is clear that the 'verligte' option has lost the struggle
in the power bloc, and the apparatuses of the state are becoming
ever-more geared towards a function of direct end repressive

control over the structures and practices which constitute society."

Much of the seemingly diverse material gathered in this issue of
Work in Progress tends to confirm the direction we outlined

previously,

The question of the 'control' function of homelands, the way in
which the 'squatter issue' and resettlement is dealt with by
the state, the exceptionally repressive manner in Hhinﬁ the
state is responding to the political action of the popular
classes (as shown in our information on security triasls), all
suggest that the South African ruling clesses have embarked

on a policy of naked confrontation and repression, rather than
a strategy of accommodation ie the 'verligte' elternative,

Even the election of Defence Minister P.,W., Botha as Prime Minister,
over the challenge of the 'verlig' Pik Botha, is indicative

of the balance of forces in the ruling party and the state
apparatuses,

A second most important dynamic operative in the South African
context, less clearly perceived a year ago, is the explicit and
considerable intervention on the sub-continent of Western imperialist
forces, This relates not only to the vacillating and ultimately
cowardly self-interest of the Western 5, but also to the more
directly capitalist forms of intervention in South Africa = on

codes of conduct, trade unions, and general conditions of employment,

Of course, in these endeavours Western capital has its echo
within South Africa - indigenous monopoly capitasl, This is
reflected in the sudden interest of the Urban Foundation in

questions of 'employment practices', and the generally
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regressive sttitude of the commercial press {(the SAAN=-Argus
monopoly) and the Progressive Federal Party to the Namibian
conflict.

We again run a lengthy set of 'trial briefings', but feel that

it is necessary to situate these within a sociel context, After

all, every triasl is reflective of a resl set of events and conflicts,
Our interest in 'security trials' is not 2 legalistic concern

with the process of leaw, but an interest in the social relations

and conflicts which have given rise to such proceedings.

In an attempt to clarify this, we heve included 2 detailed
studies of recent Terroriem Act trials. We believe that this
gives a clearer indication of the reality underlying Iﬂl;v
item contained in our section on 'The Courts',

In many ways, the conflicts which have resulted in so many
security trials are the other side of the picture sketched above,
ie the consolidetion of repressive state powasr. As the popular
clesses have experienced the direct effects of increased
repression = of influx control, mass removals, 'homelsnd'
politice, unemployment, etc. = and as they heave come to see their
interests ss in direct cpposition to those of the ruling classes,
so they have reacted in more militant ways. For some groupe,

this has besn the isolated scts of arson, stoning and the liké.
For others, like the people mentioned in our 2 trisl studies '
(Political Conflict), reaction has meant the joining of the
benned ANC, and sctively working for its aims end objects.

In this context, we continue to believe that WIP fulfils a
valuable function in providing information and interpretations

not genereally advanced in South African society,
THE EDITORS,

— —

The nature of WIP, which is to stimulate debate and present
controversial views, ensures that the opinions expressed do
not necessarily reflect the views of the editors,

Thanks to Rius, Debbie and all other contributers,
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The Venda bantustan is situated in the north-eastern corner of
the Transvaal, covering some 600 000 hectares along the borders
of Rhodesia/Zimbabwe and Mocembique. (Consolidation plans do not
allow for common borders with these territories. The 5km wide

strip of land between Venda and Zimbabwe is said to be used as a

military exercise area). The 1970 census figures say they there
are 357 919 Vendas = 251 235 within the bantustan and 106 684
outside.,

The Venda Territorial Authority was established in 1969 with
Chief Executive Councillor chief Patrick Mpephu, a strong
supporter of apartheid, at a salary of R3 600 per annum, In
1971 the Territorial Authoritybecame a Legislative Assembly.
When Vorster visited Venda in that year it was reported that
"some of the leading and more educated Africans present appeasred
to disagree with remarks by ... Chief Patrick Mpephu to the
effect that his people were satisfied with the pace of the
development of their homeland".

In 1973 Venda received self-governing stetus. The Venda Legisla~-
tive Assembly (VLA) would have 60 members (25 chiefs, 2 headmen,
15 members designated by chiefs, and 18 elected members). The
chief minister must be a chief and so must 3 of the five

cabinet ministers.

From the very start Venda's political history reads as a farce.
The firet elections gave Baldwin Mudau and his Venda Independence
Party (VIP) 13 of the 18 elected seats and initially 5 chiefs
supported the VIP, This gave chief Mpephu, elected chief
minister, a majority of 24 (such are the ways of "homeland"
politics). But even with the odds unbeatably in his favour

the "traditionalist™ Mpephu (whether this is in reference to his
position in a long line of stooges in similar offices is not
clear) had after 11 days of VLA session lost 15 of his supporters
to the VIP., Mpephu acted in great tradition and announced

the closure of the Assembly.

The Commissioner-General for the Venda (at that time De Wet Nel)
said that time had been wasted during the session because members
had not understood parliamentary procedure and that lectures
would be arranged for them during the adjournment,

In 1977 Venda was said to be discussing independence with South
African officials, as well as the establishment of a défence
force. Mudau (VIP) arqued that Venda could not become inde-
pendent because it could not be self-sufficient. Nor would it

be able to resist "terrorist incursions" from neighbouring
Zimbabwe.

1977 elso saw student revolt in the bantustans = a continuation
of the events that shook South Africa fror June 16 the previous
year. The parliamentary buildings in Sibssa were stened and
homes of officials (black and white) were attacked. By October
7 some 357 schools had been cloeed, affectinc 114 800 pupils,
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Proclamation R276, identical to Proclamation R252 for the Ciskei,
was passed for Venda with an additional clause in tl.e definition
of what constitutes subversive statements and actions - that this
would include "the threatening of a scholar or by any means
influencing him to refrain from attending classes or sitting for
any examination™ (for Proclamation R252 see box). At the start
of the 1978 school year students at Vendaland schools were asked
to "give undertakings"™ and their parents to "give assurances",
the nature of which were not revealed but obviously referred

to the events of the previous yeear.

Early in 1978 (March) Mpephu announced that he was to hold talks
with Vorster on the independence issue. Opposition VIP leader
Baldwin Mudau had by now changed his stand to one of neutrality
- "Yye are uncommitted., We will leave it to the people to decide
in the elections in July". (When have "the people" ever decided
in South Africa?) Less than a fortnight later Mudau walked out
of the Assenbly during a motion on "independence™, because he
had been refused an opprtunity to table a motion of ne-confi-
dence.

Mpephu said that: "It has been proved that the Venda Government
and people are developed", and that Venda would maintein its
ties with South Africa and expected to receive assistance from
her as long as "Venda acted responsibly". In June it was
announced that Venda would be consolidated into an undivided
territory at the expense of the Cazankulu bantustan.

And so the two parties, Venda National Party (VHP) of Mpephu,
and the Venda Independence Party (VIP) of Mudau, entered the
circus ring of "homeland elections"™ once more - a farce to the
outgside world, but a tragedy to the people of this region of
South Africa. Both parties supported "independence" and were
fighting for an increased 42 elected seats (to equal the 42
nominated posts),
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CISKEl]
Proclamation R252 of 1977
Following disturbances in the Ciskei, which escalated after
the death in detention of Mr. Steve Biko, Proclamation R252,
made in terms of the Bantu Administration Act of 1927, was
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Baldwin Mudau is an urban dweller. He has, amongst other jobs,
been a social worker, a lectured at Turfloop, a research assistent
in the Anthropology Department at Wits University, and Public
Relations Officer for Lever Brothers., Mudau end the VIP's
frustration on all levels with bantustan politics, and yet maybe

a belief thet they could make it work if they could gain control,
has been well recorded in the interview Dison had with Mudau and
in the paper presented to the conference on Opposition in Southern
Africa (see Conference papers and Africa Perspective). Dison
points to the predominantly petty bourgeois composition of

VIP leadership and candidates for the 1973 elections, but also

to the non=incorporation of them into the apartheid structurevs

Chief Patrick Mpephu formed his political party (UNP) only after
his "election" as chief minister., This party would be "tradition-
orientated, concerned with preserving the powers and functions

of the chiefs". The Sunday Express reported that he has @
standard 5 education and "reads Venda haltingly. In English or
Afrikaans he requires an interpreter for any conversation going
beyond introductory remerks", These communication problems do

not seem to be standing in the way of receivinc ihstructions.
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The VIP won 31 of the 42 elected seats in the July elections,
winniny all seats in 3 of the 4 districts and gaining strong

urban support. Mpephu, however, is not that easily defeated.
After the previous elections (1973) he had taken the 40 chiefs

in the VLA to the Manyelethi game reserve attired in R70 suits
bought for them (subsequently described as "parliamentary suits"),
returning only S minutes before the voting that placed him in
power (despite the VIP's popular majority). Now, in 1978,
defeated VNP candidates were appointed to the 42 nominated seats
even before results were officially known. P Rambau, disqualified

from standing in the elections because of a six-month jail
sentence, became one of the nominated members.

Sut even these crude machinations were not enough to ensure a
docile and inevitable journey to "independence"™ in the eyes of
Mpephu and the South African government, Towards the end of
August 37 people = most of them VIP members and supporters -
were detained in Venda. This number included at le ast 10
Legislative Assembly members, 2 magistrates and an assistant
magistrate, :

Mpephu released a statement saying that he had been convinced

by information received "that the maintenence of law and order

was in jeopardy.

"Investigations into the activities of the detainees will be under-
taken in due course (sic) by the police so that the law takes

its course., It is expected that criminal action will follow".

A week later 5 more people were detained including another

elected VIP member, and the next day 4 students were arrested.
"ludau's response of a threat to boycott VLA sittings and to
institute legal proceedings for alleged irrecularities in the 11
seats won by the UNP can only be described as naive and inadequate.
Mpephu promptly detained three of the unsuccessful VIP candidates
in the legal proceedings = at least he cannot be accused of
legelism - and a twelfth VIP Assembly member.

On 13 September chief Mpephu was elected chief minister at a

meeting boycotted by all but one of the successful VIP candidates
(this person crossed to the UNP), DOr JS Otto, present Commissioner=
General for Venda, said thet members had committed themselves

to the democratic principle embodied in the Venda constitution.

He continued: "In this regard, you in Venda are setting an

example to many states in this continent, where the democratic
process has been swept away by dictatorship and other systems
which make a mockery of democracy". 0Or Otto also attacked marxist
influence in /lamibia and Zimbabue.

FRERRXREFERFEFRAEFREETFELEF SR EFL RN
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To celebrate this victory for democracy on the African continent
the Assembly approved expenditure of R7,6-m to prepare for
"independence” in 1979, A motion compelling members to attend
VLA eittings on at least 4 days per week or face losing their
seats if their excuses should not be acceptable, was also passed,
The Assembly the adjourned indefinitely, which commentators took
to mean until 1979,

The number of detained VIP supporters now stand at 55,

The events in Venda are crude even by "homeland" political
standards. Some very obvious conclusions can be drawn from the
events, Of the total number of VIP supporters dctained, a large
proportion are members of the new and trqditional petty bourgeoisie
- magistrates, students, teachers and principals, and businessmen
have been mentioned in press reports. On the other hand Mpephu
has had to rely on the artificially maintained and altered
remnants of a traditional authority structure - the chiefs and
headmen, In other words, on people who are directly dependent

on the central government for theit power and income. It is clear
that Mudau and his party are by no means radical in the alter-
native they offer to Venda, but are still perceived to be the

less manipulable of the two groupings.

It is interesting to note that a similar strategy option had been
attempted several times over the past number of years in Natal .
and kwaZulu., Shaka's Spear, a party associated with "traditione
al" elements, was but one of the BOSS/Department of Information
ventures in this direction, However, Buthelezi has both the
"traditional" background and the skill to utilise it in order to
neutralise such manoceuvres. The apparent inability/unwilling-
ness on the part of the state to incorporate significant sections
of the petty bourgeois leadership directly into state branches
may be a generalisable comment on the nature of the state option
of repression within the South African social formation.

The Venda farce is but another.exasmple, although astonishing in
ite crudity, of the control function of the bantustans in
contemporary South Africa, The political conflict is resolved
in favour of the party best able to execute the provisions of
Proclamation 276. The VIP with its specifically, although not

exclusively, urban petty bourgeois base is not the party to
fulfil this function.

To see the whole episode only as a farce is, however, to miss the
underlying reality of repression of the unemployed, of students
(the future unemployed), migrants and 'peasants', That is
finelly what bantustan politics is all about,
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Since the briefing was written several more events have taken pliu..
An attempt will be made to bring it up to dates

Six Tshino youths detained (Post, 78-09=21)

"Six youths from Tehino, near Sibasa, have been detained by the
Security Police. Of the six youths, five are students...According
to one of the students who were detained, the Security Police
quetioned them on the class boycott that started at the school...”

Released Venda detaines banned (Post, 78=09=21)

"The Venda Government senior clerk who was released...has been banned
in terms of Proclamation R276. An order was served on Mr Muligue
Sigwavhuline four days after his releass. He has been restricted

to his 'house and its immediate surroundings' from 6 am to 6pm for

a period of 90 days from the day of his release.”

Sgchool head held (Post, 78-09-21)

"A secondary school principal is the latest victim of the continuing
security clampdown in the Venda homeland.

The youngest secondary school principal in Vende, Mr Nemakonds is
the third sehool principal...deteined in the homeland swoop.

Efforts to get a full list of the deatinees have been unsuccessful

as the goverhment is not prepared to release any informetion about
the detainees.”

It appears that 5 more students were ditlinll over the weskend lf
the 23rd September.

Foeus on students (ROM, 78-09-28) '
Rass arrests of opposition Venda Independesnce Party members eof the
Legislative Asseambly, which has been going on since two monthe ago,
have now focussed on the students in the hemeland.

The recent arrests, which took place last week, include five senior
students from Lwenzhe High School im the Vuwani constituency whers

the opposition won all the 11 elected seats in the general ill:tiln
which was held in June."

Costly homes for Venda MPs (Star, 78-09-29)
"Venda Cabinet Ministers are ahead of other South African homeland
leaders when it comes to expensive houses, A large construction

company is building three houses for Vends nlhinlt ministers at
a cost of almost R88 000 each.

Houses for BophutaTswane's cabinet ministers in Mmabatho which were
built last year, cost between RS0 000 and R60 D00 each. The

President of Transkei, Mr Botha Sigcau, hes a more opulent home
which cost RS00 000.

Venda opposition party leader, Mr Baldwin ﬁhd-u. said the money
being spent on cabinet ministers' houses was & 'total waste',

'"Instead of putting money into developing necessary projects, they
are wasting money,' Mr Mudau said."

Detainees may be freed (Star, 78-10-03)

"Political detainess in the Venda homeland would probably be released
within the next few months, Chief Minister Patrick Mpephu said
yesterday.

Twelve elected VIP members are among those detained under the
homeland's emergency law. Chief Mpephu said no charges had been
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Tabeng Lanham Musi (21), Henry Masangwanya (19), Nkosana Rala (18),
Madoda Twani (19) and 10 others under 18.

Eharge: Riotous Assemblies Act in that, during March 1978, they
attended an illegal gathering in the yard of the Sobukwe home

2 days before Robert Sobukwe's funeral.

Warrant Officer CF Scheepers told the court, sitting in Greaf-
Beinet, that he had found between 150 and 200 youths singing
freedom songs in the yard of the Sobukwe home.

Defence advocate Bennie Kies argued that the meeting was of a
religious nature end was therefore not an illegal gathering.

Verdict: Guilty, | '
Sentence: Musi was fined R30 or 60 days.

The other 13 wers sentenced to 4 lashes each, 'All 14 accused
appealed lglinit sentence and conviction, but in July 1978 the

Supreme Court in Grahamstown confirmed the findings of the trial
magistrate.

Rev Moses Moletsane, Rev Abel Hendrikse, Bishop Ernest Green,
Rev John Kani, and Johnson Ngxbonywana.

At the end of July, a mass prayer meeting wae held at Crossroads
squatter camp, attended by some 4 000 people, and addressed by the
abovementioned people. In mid August, a police spokesman announced
that certain people would be charged with addressing an illegal
meeting, and towards the end of August the S speakers were summonsed
to appear in court,

A few days later the charges were dropped on the instructions
of the attorney=general for the Western Cape. Bishop Green
surmised that charges were withdrawn beceuse the trial would have
caused adverse international publicity for the South African state.

WIP 4 (p 47) reported the trial and conviction of 27 black Journalists
under the Riotous Assemblies Act. They were originally charged
with having taken part in a protest march on November 30th, 1977,
protesting at the continuing detention and police harassment nF
fellow black journalists.

The 27, who were convicted in the Regional Magistrate's Court,
appealed to the Supreme Court against conviction., Late in September

1978 this appeal was dismissed, and conviction and sentence
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of R100 or 50 days each was confirmed.

Abdool Backarer (2Z), Samuel Dryer (45) and a 16 year old youth,
Charge: Throwing a petrol bomb at the house of a Durban policeman,
The policeman, Sot RO Heath, told the court that on March 25th
1978 he was woken by a loud explosion. His bedroom curtains were
on fire, and he saw 3 people runﬁing towards a blue car, One of

these he recognised as Backarer.

Verdict: Backarer was found gQuilty., Dryer was acquitted and charges

against the youth were withdrawn.
Sentence: 6 years, 2 suspended for S5 years, ie a jail sentence of
4 years.

Indhiren Chetty.

It was previously reported that Chetty was sentenced to 5 years
imprisonment, 2 suspended, for his role in setting fire to the house
of Fatima Meer in 1972. He appealed against this sentence, and in
September 1978 the Supreme Court slashed the sentence to a fine of
RS00 or 1 year, with a further 2 years suspended for 5 years.

Samuel Dikotla (24)
The accused is editor of a Filtlrlburg‘nlilplplr. the Weekend Times,
and worked previously for the Voice of the North.

He was arrested in June 1978 for taking photographs of the arrest
of a newsvendor,

At the end of August, Dikotlas was acquitted in the Pietersburg

Magistrate's Court,

A 17 year old youth.
This accused was originally brought to court with s 16 year old
co-accused, both charged with Terrorism., At the end of the state
case, both accused were acquitted, but police immediately re-
detained the 17 year old. |

He was then brought to court without his previous legal represent-
ation being informed, and charged with 2 new counts of Terrorism.
Both counts related to letters he wrote from jeail while being held
as an awaiting-trial prisoner. The letters, written in a rambling
and incoherent manner, contained crude instructions on how to leave
South Africa. The state alleged that, in writing these letters,
the accused had endangered the maintenance of law and order. The

accused was not legally represented in this 1 day trial in
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Johannesburg.
Verdict: Guilty on both counts.

Sentence: S5 years on each count, to run concurrently (ie an

effective sentence of 5 years).

Frederick Mavundla (18), Caswell Thabele (18), Louis Manatha (19),
Milton Mabaso (20), Sydney Khoza (19), Oddie Gemede (18), Veli
Mkhonza (19), and 2 16 year olds.

Charge: Murder.

On the night of April 23rd 1978, students at St Augustine's School,
Dundee, went on the rampage, and sought out a teacher, Godfrey
Ndawo. The teacher fled to a house, which was stoned by pupils.
When he attempted to leave the house, he wes attacked by the crowd
of students, and subsequently died in the Nqutu hospital.

18 students, including the 9 accused in this case, were charged
with Sabotage, alternatively public violence. They pleaded guilty
to the alternate count, and were each given S year suspended senten-
ces.

The stete then chose to charge 9 of the group with murder.
However, in mid August Justice Hart, sitting in Ladysmith, found
that if the trial continued, the accused could be found guilty of
the same offence twice. All 9 were accordingly set frees.

Clive Emdon (36), Editor of the Rand Daily Mail 'Extra' edition,
Charge:t Possessing banned liberature, namely 2 copies of "The Uar
of the Flea™ by Robert Taber (& book on ﬁu-rrilll lef!rl}; and &
pamphlet entitled "Southern Africa - time for change".

Emdon admitted having the books in his possession while suspecting
they were banned, but claimed they were necessary to the work of
@ journalist who wished to be well-informed.

Raymond Louw, general manager of South African Associated News-
papers, and an ex-=editor of the RDM, told the court that it was
vital for journalists to be up to dete with the latest events and
views if t hey were to fulfil their function of informing the public,

South African journalists operated under severe constraints,
claimed Louw, because of about 70 laws which inhibited publication
of information.,

The defence intended leading evidence from Dr Nthato Motlana,
chairman of Soweto's Committee of 10, and Or André du Toit, lecturer
in Political Philosophy at Stellenbosch University. However, a
state objection to such evidence was upheld by the presiding magistrate.
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Verdict: Guilty.

Sentence: R400 or 180 days, half suspended for 3 years.
Referring to Emdon's conviction, Dr du Toit pointed out that in
1976 285 books were declared unlawful to possess, and in 1977 a
further 325 were added to the list. In his opinion, the books
Emdon had possessed were required reading for anyone interested

in the world we live in.,

Mlukeki GCeorge (31), Simon Mlonyeni (26), and Phila Nkayi (22),

all of the Eastern Caps.

Charge: Internal Sl:urity Act (the old Suppression of Communism
Act) in that they were members of the People's United Front for the
Liberation of South Africe. This movement allegedly aimed at bring-
ing about social, political and industrial change in South Africa

by spreading the doctrine of Marxist Socialism,

Verdict: 1In the Port Elizabeth Magistrate's Court, all 3 accused
were found gquilty in July 1978.

Sentence: GCeorge and FMlonyeni - S years, 1 suspended; Nkayi -

4 years, 1 suspended.

l1zak George Goosen (25)
Charge: Making a false bomb threat, The accused left a parcel
containing chocolates and boerewors on the doorstep of a friend's
house, with a note which said, "This bomb is due to explode within
1 minute,"”

His friend took the note seriously, and called the police.
Verdicts: Guilty,
Sentence: 4 years, 3 suspended.

(Notet In an editorial on this incident, the Rand Daily Mail
supported the sentence, saying that "in the climate of Southern
Africa today when urban terrorism is an ever-present possibility,

we cannot afford to have people crying wolf,")

Ramesh Govind (24), former chairman of the Black Students' Society
at wits University. '
Charge: Poscsession of banned literature, namely "The War of the
Flea" by Robert Taber, "Robben Island"™ by DM Zwelanke, and 3 copies
of a Cape Touwn University publication "Justice in South Africa =
Injustice South Africa”.

Evidence was that the police found these publications in Govind's
flat during a 04h00 reid which was part of last year's October 19th
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crackdown on opposition movements.
Verdict: Guilty.
Sentence: R200 or 100 days, suspended for 3 years.

David Gasa (47), banned former Umlazi Residents' Association leader,
and ex-section 10 detainee,

As previously reported, Gasa was found guilty of breasking his
banning order, and sentenced to an effective 16 days imprisonment.

He is now to lppqul against conviction. DOefence council claims
that Gesa's ban was void or voidable, in that the South African
Minister of Justice made the mistake of believing Umlazi was outside
KwaZulu when he banned Gasa to that township.

As reported in WIP 4 (p 40), 28 members of the Human Rights
Organisation were arrested 1n Ga-Rankuwa and cbharged with attending
an illegal gathering. At the end of May 1978 charges were withdrawn
against all 28, :

In October, the 'government' of BophutaTswana briefly detained the
leeader of the Human Rights Organisation, and then banned the
movement,

Most of the 28 originally charged are suing the BophutaTswana
administration, claiming they were asssulted by police while held
in custody.

Mbongani Clement Khanyi (53).
Charge: Internal Security Act, in that the accused took part in
the activities of the ANC during June and July 1976 by distributing
its literature.

Khanyi, a teacher, admitted distributing $he litersture, but denied
that this constituted taking part in ANC activities.

Lt Col H Stadler, head of the Durban Security Police, told the
court that the ANC aimed to overthrow the South African government
by both political and military means, The prosecutor claimed that
a person who distributed the type of pamphlet involved was as
guilty as the man who pulled the trigger of a gun.
Verdict: GCuilty, Khanyi sdmitted previous convictions for being
a member of a banned organisation, end taking part in ANC activie
ties.

Defence council pointed out that Khanyi had been in custody awaiting

trail for over a year.

Sentence: 21/2 years.
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Monde Khakaza (19).
Charges: 2 counts ﬁf murder, one of attempted murder, burning 2
:nfa, public violence, sabotage, and conspiring to commit arson.

The trial took place in Grahamstown Supreme Court, and the major
counts related to petrol bombing cars and houses, in which incidents
2 people lost their lives,

Verdict: Guilty on all counts except the attempted murder charge.

Sentence: Murder - 18 years;

Sabotage - 16 years;
Car burning = 4 yearsj;
Public violence - 7 years;
Conspiring to commit arson - 4 years,
ie 49 years., Because various sentences will run concurrently, this

is an effective sentence of 22 years.

Amos Langa (40), Cyrus Langa (37), Kortman Mello (58), Alfred Langa
(45), Jeremiah Pela (18), Godwin Langa (18), Arthur Langa (19),
Nyate Papo (18), Marcue Langa (19), Ephraim Motlopwe (34), Frans
Mmothapo (28) and a 16 year old youth,
Charge: Public violence. The accused were alleged to have burnt
huts, a car, and damaged property of Mapela residents, near
Potgietersrust. T'he incidents took place on October 22nd, 1977,

An interesting feature of the cese was that the first two accused
are the sons of the chief of the Mapela district, Maditwe Langa.

Also interesting was thet a member of the Lebowa Legislative
Assembly, Stanford Langa, testified thet he was in his house on
October 22nd when he heard a crowd shouting outside. His house
windows were stoned amd his house was burnt,

Verdict: All accused were found not guilty and discharged.

Truelove Mahlope (19).
Charge: Taking part in the activities of the ANC. The accused, 2
matric student at a Soweto High School, admitted that on July 18th
- Nelson Mandela's 60th birthday = an unknown men gave her a sticker
- reading "Fight to free our leaders - the ANC salutes Nelson
Mmandela's 60th birthday."

According to the charge sheet, Mahlope, by wearing this sticker,
was taking part in ANC activities. '
Verdict: Guilty.

Sentence: 18 months suspended.
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Khumbele Hector Mnikina (26).
Charge: 2 counts of Terrorism, and one of housebreaking, alternative-
ly being in possession of stolen chemicals. The accused, from
Mdantsane, was accused of arranging for 10 people to undergo
military training in Russia, of attempting to manufagture bombs to
destroy the OK Bazaars, Checkers, the airport, and an hotel in
East London, and of breaking into a school end stealing chemicals.
Mnikina was not legally represented, and conducted his own defence.
Verdict: Guilty on the 2 counts of Terrorism and on the alternate
counts of possession of stolen chemicals.
Sentence: Count 1: 8 yearsj

Count 2: B years, 3 suspended;

Count 3: 1 year, to run concurrently.
Effective sentence: 13 years.

Nkwenkwe Madela (20), Desmond Madlavu (25), and Mayimbo Rixana (20).
Charge: Sabotage. The charges related to various acts of looting,
assault and arson on June 16th 1977, in Uitenhage., The trial lasted
19 days, and was held in the Grahamstown Supreme Court.

Madela told the court that, after being arrested he was beaten
by 10 Special Branch men using pipes and s jamboks. He allegedly
lost consciousness after an electrical instrument was used on him,

Verdict: Guilty,

Sentence: Madlavu - 18 years

Madela and Rixana - 12 years sach,
On being sentenced, all the accused raised their fists in a power
salute. The Jjudge warned them that they could be jailed for
contempt of court if they repeated the salutes.

Christie Mokone (18), Petrus Senabo(19), Anania Molepo (18), and
Lucas Bodiba (18), all of Atteridgeville, outside Prtoria.
Cherge: Sabotage,.alternatively arson, The state alleged that,
on February 8th 1978, the accused petrol bombed the home of the
principal of the Hofmeyer High School.

Verdict: Guilty on the alternate arson charge.

Sentence: 12 months, suspended, and 6 lashes.

Early in April 1978 a group of residents living in the Mhlunzi
township, outside Middelburg, Transvaal, held a meeting in protest
against a proposed rent increase. Initially, schoolchildren led the

protest, but soon the women of the township joined the campaign,
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Gatherings on successive days were broken up by the police, using
tear gas., OJuring the third meeting, police opened fire,
wounding at least 8 people.

Administration Board officials backed down to some extent in the
face of the protests, postponing the rent increase for 3 months,
Meanwhile, 10 people allegedly involved in the protest were chérged
in 2 separate trials,

I: Daniel Moseko (20), Geelbooi Skosana (38), Peter Ndlovu (19),
and 4 youths aged 16, 12, and 2 aged 14,

Charge: Public violence. The state claimed the accused were
gathered with the aim of disturbing peace and order, that they threw
stones at the pclice and certain vehicles, and used catapults.
Verdict: Guilty.
Sentence: Maseko and Ndlovu = 6 months, 3 suspended

Skosana - 9 months, 5 suspended

The 16 year old youth = 6 lashes

A 14 year old youth - 4 lashes

The 12 year old and the other 14 year old - sentence

postponed.

I1. Jafta Mebena (60), wilton Dhlamini (42), and Jabu Mnguni (20).
Charge: Public violence. The state alleged that the 3 accused
incited and led 1 500 protesting people who stoned vehicles and
police. Ohlamini told the court that, in the incident he was shot
at and struck 8 times by the police while running away from tear gas.
He was then taken to hospital and held there for 3 days without
receiving treatment before being released on beil. He denied having
thrown stones.
Verdict: Guilty.
Sentence: Mabena = R250 or 150 days

Dlamini and Mnguni = R150 or 75 days, suspended.

David Moroke (51) and wright Gambu,

Charges: Terrorism, alternatively unlawful possession of explosives.

The accused were allegedly found, by the police, in possession of
a certain quantity of arms, explosives and ammunition, Ouring the
trial, it became clear that these weapons had been stored by
someone unknown in a stormwater drain in Naledi. A group of children
stumbled on the explosives and ammunition, and via the children,
Moroke came into possession of certain goods.

Verdict: Moroke was found guilty on the alternate count of possession;

Gambu was acquitted on all counts.

Sentence: 71/2 years, half suspended.
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Thami Mazwai, Jjournalist on Post.
Charges: It will be recalled that Juby Mayet and Phil Mtimkulu,
two officials of the banned Union of Black Journalists, were
acquitted of a charge of 'stealing' UBJ money from the liquidator
of banned organisations. Thami Mazwai was called as a state witness
in their triel, but after testifying, was arrested and charged with
per jury, alternatively defeating the ends of jugice, aslternatively
in making conflicting statements under oath,

The state alleged that the evidence he gave in court differed from
a statement previously made to the police.
Verdict: The presiding magistrate found Mazwai quilty on the second
alternate count of making conflicting statements under oath., He
ruled that Mazwai had done this to protect his two colleagues,
Mayet and Mtimkulu.

Sentence: 1 year.

Mkulili Mona (23), youths of 15 and 17, and 1 16 year old girl.
Charge: Murder., The state claimed that the accused poured petrol
over an alleged police informer in New Brighton, Port Eli:lh-th;
who subsequently died as & result of the attack.

All accused alleged police assaults while in detention, and the
16 year old girl claimed that police raped her.
Verdict: Guilty,
Sentence: The judge, sitting in Grahamstown found the age of all
the sccused an extenuating factor. .
Mona and the 17 year old - 12 years
The other youth - 10 years
The girl = 8 years.

Simon Mampiru (18), and a 16 year old, both of Saulsville, near
Pretoria.

Cherge: Arson, in that the accused set fire to a school in Sauls=-
ville on November 1st 1977,

Verdict: Guilty,

Sentence: Mampuru - S years, 2 suspended

The youth = 5 years, 3 suspended.

Appeal: Sean Moroney.

It will be recalled that 2 previous lower court decisions had held
that, if a person produced a publication banned by the censors,
and was then charged in court, the only question was whether the

the accused had produced the publication or not. The court could
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not inquire into the merits of the publication, or satisfy itself
as to the validity of the banning.

On appeal to the Appelate division in Bloemfontein, Moroney
| ex-gditor of the student publication WITS STUDENT, had the decision
of the lower courts overturned,

This decision means that, if the state chooses to charge an editor
on the basis of a publication having been banned, the undesirability
of that publication can be tested in the trial court.

John Morrison (23), Garth Seneque (25), and Peter Smith (23).

Charge: Producing en undesirable publication, namely Dome, a student
newspaper. : <

Verdict: Not guilty. The presiding magistrate held that the
publication of the article in question - "Seduction is a four-
letter word" by Germaine Greer - did not constitute an offence.
Surprisingly this judgement was handed down prior to the finding

of the Appelate Division noted sbove.

Norman Middleton (56), executive member of the Coloured Labour Party.
Charge: Inciting racial hatred. At a meeting held in De Aar in
April 1976, Middleton allegedly made a series of comments which the
state felt incited racial hatred.

Charged in Kimberley, Middleton pleaded not guilty to the charge
in October 1976. Nearly two years later, after a marathon trial,
he was found not guilty and discharged.

Patrick Mvundla (18), Chamberlain Ndzondo (18), Themba Mlangeni (18),
George Lebethe (18), Herbert Eland (20), and 3 youths.

Charge: Malicious damage to property. The accused, all from Kagiso
near Krugersdorp, went on the rampage at school last year in an
attempt to disrupt examinations. This was in protest against

dantu Education,

Verdicts Guilty,

Sentence: Mvundla, Ndzondo, and 2 youths = 31/2 years, 18 months
suspended; Mlangeni, Lebethe and Eland -« 6 months; 2 youths =

3 years, 18 months suspencded; the other youth - 5 lashes,

Clementine Nelson (21), and Motsabe Ramaphoru (21), both of Kagiso,
Arugersdorp.
Charge: Conspiracy to commit arson, The 2 accused {buth women )

attempted to set fire to the house of a person who had given state
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evidence in the Bethal PAC trail.
Verdict: Guilty.

Sentence: 2 years, 1 suspended,

Livingstone Mukhezi (21), Meshudu Mudau (21), David Mokavhanama
(18) and 2 youths of 17,

Charge: 9 counts of sabotags. The state claimed that, in the last
week of October 1977, the accused burnt offices and 18 cars belong-
ing to the Venda 'homeland government', set fire to clessrooms,
broke windows, and cut telephone wires.

Evidence led in the trial indicated that the death of Steve Biko
was a8 ma jor factor in setting off the school boycott in Venda last
year,

Verdict: 2 youths not guilty., The other 3 guilty.
Sentence: Livingstone Mukhezi = 10 years;
Mashudu Mudau = S yearsj

David Mokavhanama = 25 years,

Dr Mamphela Ramphele, former superintendent of the BCP clinic in
King Willianstown, who was banned and banished to a small town
near Tzaneen, last year., |

Charge: 2 counts of contravening her banning order by attending
gatherings.

Verdict: Not guilty,

Themba Lordwich Sishanga (20).

Charge: Terrorism, in that he received military training at the

hands of the ANC, and possessed arms, explosives and ammunition.
Sishanga told the court (sitting in Bloemfontein) that he had

been recruited by the ANC after the June 1976 riots in Soweto.

Verdict: Guilty,

Sentence: 10 years.

Tyson Sillah (20). |

Charges: Terrorism, sabotage, and escaping from custody. The state
alleged that Sillah conspired to burn a Kwa Thema high school in
October 1976, attempted to leave the country to undergo military
training, organised others to undergo training, harboured a trained
guerrilla (Bushy Molefe), and escaped from prison.

Verdict: Guilty on all counts,

Sentence: 20 years. B8ecause part of the sentence will run concurrent-

ly, the effective sentence is 15 years.
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Gerald Thebe (20)and Piet Thebe (23).

Charge: Cerald Thebe faced S5 counts of Terrorism, his cousin

Piet facing 1 count under the same act. The charges relz ted
primarily to recruiting people for military training, and attempting
to leave South Africa to undergo such training themselves.

Verdict: Both accused were found quilty on one count, viz attempting
to undergo military training.

Sentence: 5 years each,

David Tharusimbi (28) and wWilliam Matlala (36)

Charge:. Terrorism, in that the accused allegedly recruited people
for military training.

Verdict: Tharusimbi was found guilty on 4 counts of Terrorism.
Matlala was acquitted.

Sentence: 12 years on each count, to run concurrently, ie an
effective sentence of 12 years.

Ntsumbedzeni Alson Tshidaye (21).

Charge: 4 counts of Terrorism relating to an attempt to underge
military traininc and the recruitment of others for the same
purpose.

Verdict: Guilty on all 4 counts,

Sentence: 5 years on each count, to run concurrently.

Samuel Tlou (19), David Montsho (22), Joshua Kamale (18), and 4
youths under 16,

Charge: 4 counts of public violence. The state claimed that,

on April 19th 1578, the accused formed part of a group which stoned
and smashed buildings and cars in Sharpeville.

Verdict: Tlou was found guilty on 2 counts. All the other accused
were acquitted.

Sentence: 6 lashes.

Rajee Vandeyar (48).

Charge: Contravenino his banning order 22 times., Vandeyar, who
served a 10 year sentence on Robben Island for a sabotage incident,
told the court that, after his release from prison, he had not been
able to find accommodation, and had been forced to live in a caravan
with his wife and 2 children. In terms of his banning order, he was
not permitted to leave his caravan after 19h00. This he did on

a number of occasions.
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Verdict: Guilty,

Sentence: 9 months, suspended.

Xolile Phillip (20).

Charge: Intimidation, assault and possession of a dangerous
weapon, The state claimed that the accused kicked a schoolteecher
and drove pupils from their classrooms, These events allegedly

took place in Zwide on July 11, 1977.

Verdicts Guilty,
sentence:t 2 years.,

Nonteze Stuurman Schoemen (18), Edward Rolmane (20), Skuluza Alliva
(19), and 2 youths aged 16 and 14.

Charge: Theft. The accused allegedly took 5 000 x ,38 and 3 000
;hut certridces from a railway truck.in Noupoort, outside Port
Elizabeth,

Verdict: Guilty,

sentence: Rolmane 8 ronths; Alliva = 12 months; Schoeman and the
2 youths -« 6 lashes.

Isaac Mtshweni (28)

Charge: 5 counts of Terrorism. In the first Terrorism trial ever
held in Middelburg the accused, a former court interpreter, was
charged with encouraging 12 youths of the Mhluzi township to travel
to foreign countries, undergo military training, and return to
South Africa with the intention of .overthrowing the covernment.

At the time of his arrest, Mtshweni was a teacher in Middelburg.
Verdict: Guilty on 4 counts,

sentence: 5 years on each count, to run concurrently,

Nicodemus Mothapo (27).

Charge: 2 counts of Terrorism, It was alleged that Mothapo left
South Africa during 1977 intending to undergo military training.
It was further claimed by the state that he recruited 3 young men
for military training.

Une of the features of the case was Mothapo's allegation that
security had tortured him by electrically shocking him, causing
such a spasm that he broke a rib.

Security policeman Seyffert denied this, claiming that Mothapo's
broken rib was the result of an old injury.

A specialist physician teld the court that he had examined the
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accusecd, found that the injury was very recent, and could have been
caused by a muscular spasm due to a severe electrical shock,

Verdict: Not guilty.

Rashid lioosa (24).

Charge: Obstructing the course of justice, alternatively per jury,

or making a false statement to the police. Moosa was called as =a
state witness in the trial of journalist Don Mattera, who was

charged with brnaking‘his banning order. Moosa had previously made

a statement to the Security Police, admitting that Mattera had
attended certain meetings. In Mattera's trail, he testified that the
sccused had not been present at the meetings, and Mattera was ac-
quitted.

. In his subsequent trial, Moosa told the court that his statement
made to the police was done so out of fear of being asssulted by
the security police. His originel court evidence, not his police
statement, was true.

Verdict: Guilty on the.second alternate charge, that of making a
false statement to the police.
Sentence: 18 months,

Augustine Sithole (28).

ghg;ggi Meking @ false bomb threat., Evidence before the court

was that, shortly after Sithole was fired by Lever Brothers in
Durban, a telephone-call was received by the production foreman,
The caller claimed to be 2 member of the ANC, and said thet a bomb
hed been placed at the homes of certain Lever Brothers employees.

A state witness, Cole of Lever Brothers, claimed that he recognised
Sithole's voice on the telephone.

Verdict: Guilty.

Sentence: J years, half suspended.

Ilona Kleinschmidt and Jackie Bosman - Appeal.

These two Johannesburg women were originally sentenced in May 1978

to J and 4 months respectively for refusing to answer questions
relating to an alleged visit to Winnie Mandela. They appealed against
sentence and conviction, but in September the Supreme Court dis=
missed the appeal. They now intend petitioning the Appeal Court

on this matter.
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Rev Stan Sabello Ntwasa,

Charge: Contravening his banning order. Some two years ago,

Ntwasa was charged in this matter, and was found guilty in February
1977. Before sentence was passed, Security Police detained him, and
held him for some 19 months before releasing him, He was then called
for sentence on the original offence.

Sentence: 9 months, suspended for 5 years.

Moegamat Abrahams (23).

In October 1976 Abrehams was found guilty by a Cape Town magistrate

of throwing a stone at the police during a Cape Town parade on

September B8th, 1976. He was sentenced to 18 months, 6 suspended.
He then appealed to the Appellate Divieion in Bloemfontein, and

in September 1978 his appeal was upheld, and sentence and conviction
..t ..id.l

Herscheel Puttoo Narsee (22).

Charge: Possessing a banned publication , namely the "African
Communist™, official publicetion of the SACP,

Verdict: Guilty.

Sentence: 12 months suspended.

Beauty Lolwana (41)

Charge: Contravening her banning order, issued and administered
through the Ciskei 'government', She was originally charged with
Horatius Dlulane, who had charges withdrawn against him when the
defence attorney Ben Ntonga challenged the validity of the banning
order. The Ciskei administration responded by detaining attorney
Ntonga, and issuing a new order against Dlulane.

Verdict: Lolwane was found guilty,

Sentence: 3 months, suspended.

Saul Andrew Tsotetsi (22) of Sebokeng, near Vanderbylpark.

Charge: 3 counts of Terrorism. The state claimed that Tsotetesi
conspired with certain other people to form an organisation which
would recruit people for military training,

Verdict: Guilty on one count, When first brought to trial from
detention, Tsotetsi was not legally represented, and in terms of the
new Criminal Procedure Act, he made certain admissions. It was on
the basis of these admissions that he was convicted.

Sentence: 6 years.
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Alfons Pandeni, Petrus Nangola Lilonga and Willem Biwa.
Charge: Sabotage. The accused are alleged to be members of the
SWAPD military wing, PLAN, and to have sabotaged a railway line and
@ road bridge.

The trail is due to begin on October 31st in Windhoek.

Peterose Makae (27) and Jacob Tlelima (23).
Charge: Sabotage. The accused, both members of the Young Christian
Jorkers, are alleged to have attempted to organise a general strike
of black workers in Kroonstad on June 16th 1978, in commemoration
of those who died in Soweto in June 1976,

They are also accused of collecting petrol bombs and explosives
to blow up the police station, power station, security oolice offices,
police nffi:urs' houses, Magistrate' Courtrooms and offices, post
office, railwvay station, the offices of the Northern Free State
Bantu Administration Board, and the Kroonstad military base.

Their court case follows the massive security police swoop on
the Young Christian Workers in May and June of this year.

The trail continues.

Petrus Pilusa (23).
Charge: Sabotage. The state claims that Pilusa was part of a
group which, on July 20th 1976, destroyed government, police and
private vehicles in the Mabopane area, According to state evidence,
4 |=huﬁls, a bar, a bottle store, a bus servige's administration
offices, 81 buses, 6 police vehicles, 11 private vehicles and 3
government vehicles were damaged or set on fire by the qroup.

Pilusa, who is not legally represented, denied all charges, and
claimed he had hnnﬁ beaten by police to force him to sign a statement
admitting quilt,

The trial continues in the Pretoria Regional Court,

Mzilikezi Khumalo (28).

Charget Terrorism, The state claims that Khumalo underwent military
training in Zambia and Mocambique, and on his return to South Africa,
conspired to kill members of the police force 2nd to commit acts of
sabotage. '

The case has been remanded to Pietermaritzburg until November 6&th.

Timothy Mlahleki (19).
Charge: © counts of attemptec murder, 3 of robbery, 3 of sabotage,
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resisting arrest, unlawful possession of a firearm, and malicious
damage to property.

The charges arise out of a series of events in Port Elizebeth
between March and May this year.

Most of the incidents listed by the state relate to attacks on
policemen and their property.

Thetrial continues in the Grahamstown Supreme Court.

Hector Ncokazi, leader of the opposition Transkei Democratic Party.
Charge: Under Transkei's Public Security Act.

Ncokazi is alleged to have propagated a view repugnant to the
constitutional 'independence' of the Transkei. The case is based
on a speech allegedly made by Ncokazi at a Democratic Party Congress
on December 31st 1977,

Wilfred Majozi (20), Joel Sibiya (21), Osmond Mcunu (18), Themba
mlangeni (34), Aubrey Vilakazi (18), Abel Tsotetsi (19), Makhosazana
Maphalala (20), Johannes Mathe (18), and George Kgampe (18).

Charge: Robbery. The charge related to an incident during the
June 16 commemoration services in Soweto, where a group attempted

to rob a bakery van.

Steve Khanawitz (22), past SRC president at Cape Town Univlrttti.

Charge: Possession of 9 banned publications seized by security
police in a raid on Khanawitz's home.

Tintswalo Mashamba and his wife Happy Joyce Mashamba,
These two were found guilty of Terrorism (being ANC supporters)
and sentenced to 10 years and 5 years respectively.
They applied for leave to appeal against sentence and conviction,
but in October 1978 the application was refused.

7 black men appeared in the Craaf=Reinet magistrate's court on

September 25th, charged with ceusing 'unrest' in & nearby coloured
town Ihiﬂ .

Alf Khumalo (47), Sunday Times photographer.

Charge: Taking photobraphs of a prisoner, and obstructing the
police. The alleged offences were committed on June 16th, 1978, when
students attending a commemoration service in Soweto were

arrested,

The case was postponed to Cecember 20th.
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Levine Morebudi (21), Bheki Tshabalzla (168), Pnillip Mosetihe (26),
anc yinston Yenge [29), and Ezard snqupu (21).

Charget Fossession of a2 caeche of landmines, handgrun;dnu,.arml and
ammunition, found in the veld near Soweto, Charues angainst Yende
were witnorawn, Manqupu pleaced cuilty to possession of a Tokarev

oistol, 2 handgrenades, TNT and several rounds of 7,65mm ammunition,

JdIP 1 reported the case of 8 white political prisoners who brought
an zpolic=ztion to court, claiming the right to receive newspapers,
journals, and magazines, to write and receive uncensored letters,
anc to hsve unrestricted conversation during visits, The application
was refused. |

An appeal was lodged, and argued in May this year, In September,
the Appellate Division turned cown the appeal,

Linda i"ogale (18), Jimmy Mabaso (22), and a 16 year old youth,
Charge: 3 charges of murder, 3 of arson, 3 of malicious damage to
property, and 1 charge of Tlrfuriam.

The accused are alleged to have been members of the now banned
SSRC, and then of the Soweto Students' League (SS5L). Jimmy Mabaso
is already serving a 5 year sentence for Sabotage, =2ncd sppeared in
court in leg=irons,

The charges relate to various attempts to burn and firebomb the
homes of Soweto principala: In ohe of these attacks, 3 people
were killed, |

“hadrack Serume “olefe (20).
Charge: Terrorism, It is alleged that the accused took steps to
leave South Africa with the intention of undergoing military training.

Stanley rolusi (1%), Hendrick Molefe (19), Seorge Motsei (19), and
javid Cox asi (13). |

Charge: <Sabotage. The 4 are alleged to have attacked the homes of
scihool teacners and members of the Kagiso Urban B8antu Council on

March 10th, 1978, The attacks were made using petrol bombs.

Eric oeleza (4E), Weaver itagcai (38), Uppington «alako (22),

“rs ~oleke Foley .25), Greeves Tini (22), Mrs Josephine Bookhelane (40).
Charge: Tlerror-ism, ilo details of tne charges are aveilable., The
accused, apoearing in Fort Elizspeth, were remanded in custody until

Wovember 20th,
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Fanius Molepe (18), Petras Senabe (20), Christy Fokone, and Lucas
‘iodibe (18).

Charge: Sabotage. The 4 accused are alleged to have petrol bombed
the house of an Atteridgeville principal late last year.

Joyce Mokhesi (25).

Charge: Possession of banned literature. Mokhesi is an organiser
who was detained under section 10 of the Internsl Security Act.
Wwhen released, she accepted a2 1ift home from a policeman, but was
re-arrested on the way home, and charged with possessing SAS0O, ANC
and Christian Institute literature.

Verdict: Guilty of possessing Christian Institute literature.
Sentence: 12 months, suspended.

Simon Neswiswa (30), former director of BPC in Sibasa.

Charge: Not known, Uhen Neswiswa appeared in court, bail was refused.
The warrant for his arrest was issued in October 1977, and according
to the state, he had been Hiding from the police since then,

27 Guguletu residents,

Charge: Attending a prohibited gathering. The charges relate to
an incident on the night of the 9th August when people marched
through the streets of Guouletu, singing.

63 Matlala tribesmen,
These men were originally found guilty of attending an unlawful
gathering, held near Seshego, on June 30th, 1976,

On appeal, the conviction under the Riotous Assemblies Act, was
set aside.

Louis Kobo (20), Michael Mokoke (20), Ernest Khoza (18), Ciet

Shabalala (23), Thomas lMathenji (19), and 4 youths,

Charge: Public violence. The stete alleges that, on 30th May 1978,

the accused set vehicles alight, and damaged a cinema in Atteridgeville.
2 younc witnesses were detained during the trial eftaf denying that

they hod made written statements to the police.

Vercict: Thomas lathenji and 2 14 year old youth = qguilty,

The others were acquitted.

Sentence: athenji - 18 monthss

The youth = 6 lzshes,
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Tenjiwe Mtintso, banned former journalist,
Released from section 10 detention, Mtintso was then re-arrested and
charged with contravening her banning order.

Cn the eve of the anniversary of Steve Biko's dezth, she was
re-=detained, znd when she was due to appear in court on her banning

order charge, the prosecutor withdrew charges in her absence.

Mphumelelo Khananda (24), John Lebewane (27), Alexandra Maphike

(25), Isaac Klaas (25), Albert Mkwanazi (22), and a 17 year old youth,
Charge: Riotous Assemblies Act. The accused are alleged to have
attended a prohibited gathering on August 26th when ex Sebokeng
student Johannes Matsobane, was buried., Matsobane was serving an

8 year sentence for Sabotage when he died on Robben Island. His

2 older brothers, Daniel and Mike, are currently accused in the
Bethal PAC trial.

Dauiu Russell (39), banned Anglican priest.
Charge: Publishing an undesirable publication, namely "The riot
police and the suppression of truth"™, The trial continues at the

end uﬂ October,

Nicodemus Phake (21). |

Charge: 4 counts of szbotage. He is alleged to have been part of
a group of students who, during the 1976 unrest in the Mohlakeng
township, set alight a bakery van, and damaged West Rand Bantu
Affairs Administration Zoard offices.and a beer hall. He is also

accused of stoning the Phahama school.

winnie Mandela:

a) Appeal agzinst :unuintipn - Having been convicted on 2 counts of
contravening her banning order, Mandela appealed against senten:!
~and conviction, The appeal was urheld in September 1978, and the
conviction set asidej;

b) In mid-September, she was charged yet again with contravening

her bannino order (2 counts) and obstructing the police.

A 15 year.old youth,

Charge: Assaulting & policeman, namely Kallie Knoetze, South African
heavyweight boxino champion, The accused has only one leg, &nd

walks on crutches. According to the state, the youth was part of

a crowd in Atteridgeville, Pretoria, on October 17th 1977,
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Jennifer Hyman, senior journalist on the Sunday Express.

Ms. Hyman was subpoenaed to appear in court to answer questions
about an article she wrote on May 21lst. The article, "Terror
trial shock - lawyers aren't told" dealt with certain of the
problems section 6 detainees face in obtaining legal defence of
their own choice when (and if) they are finally brought to court
and charged,

Ms. Hyman refused to answer the questions put to her by the
prosecutor on the grounds that, to reveal her sources of
information would be a breach of journalistic ethics.

After a postponement, the state abandoned the proceedings against
Ms. Hyman, but informed sources have suggested that she may be
charged as a result of the article in question,

S8 people, including residents of Crossroads, priests, church
workers and students,
Charqge: Attending an illegal gathering. One accused, Johnson

Ngxobongwana (49), 'mayor' of Crossroads, faces a charge of
convening an illegal meeting.

Timothy Nxumalo(21), Ernest Ngobese (26), Patrick Nxumalo {25),
Epic Mlaba (22), Victor Ngidi (25), El4ijah Mlaba (26), Penuel
Maduna (26) and Ms, Sibongile Kubheka (27).
Charge: Terrorism, All the accused face a count of encouraging
20 people to undergo military training outside of South Africa.
Accused numbers 1 - 4 face a second charge, also relating to
recruitment for military training, while accused number 1,
Timothy Nxumalo, faces further counts of attempting to murder
Albert Mteku, a Chesterville town councillor, and of being in
possession of a 7,65mm Czech pistol and 27 rounds ef ammunition,
In a trial which has revealed a number of allegations of security
police torture, the accused and security police have exchanged
blows in a court room fight, the prosecution has objected to
songs being sung outside court, and the security police were
ordered to leave court while a detainee gave his evidence.
It will be recalled that the father of Ernest Ngobese sarlier
obtained an interim court order restraining the police from
assaulting his son while he was being held as a section 6 detaines

Zeph Mothopeng and 17 other alleged PAC members (the Bethal trial),
The state has closed its case against the accused., At the end of
the state case, defence council applied for the discharge of
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Moffat Zungu, Johnson Nyathi, Hamilton Keke, Dan Matsobane and
Alfred Ntshali-Tshali, This application was refused by presiding
Judge Dawid Curlewis,

It will be recalled that the whole state case was held in cameras
on the instruction of the judge. The defence applied for its case
to be held in open court, with members of the public present. This
application was refused by ths judge. It thus appears as if the
whole trial of 18 alleged PAC actiwists will be held im camera,
with the families and friends of the accused unable to attend
court proceedings in the isolated town of Bethal,

Aubridge Takane (43), Jameson Mbengo (63), Ebenzress Mbengo (55),
Sipho Sondle (50), Glen Thomas (23), Phanbili Ntleke (18),
Zandisile Windweel (20), Esdras Ntloko (23), Mcendi Mbilini

and a youth of 17,

Charge: Terrorism, The charges relate to a series of incidents in
Quasnstown during September last year, and is being heard in

the Lrahamstown Supreme Court. The indictment claimas that the
aceused intended furtherimg tha aims of the ANC, and that they
intended %o deatroy Bantu Educatiomn by committing acts of
terroriem, sabotage and public violencs.,

3 state witnesses hawe claimed that they were assaulted by
poelice, thereby forcing thsm to make statesments,

Much of the already lengthy trial has revolved around the
admissability of statements made by some of the accused to ths
police. The accused inwolved deny that the statements were
voluntarily made, and have alleged systematic torture and
assaults on the part of tha security pnliﬁl. Police witnesses
have denied this,

The trial continues, and at the time of writing defence
council were arguing on the admissability of the accused's
police statements,

Rlemli Dlanjwa (23) and Gordon Modemowagaa (18) of New Brighton,
Port Elizebeth,

Charqe: Terrorism, The state claimed that the accused attempted to
leave South Africa to undergo military training, When they were
arrested at a roadblock outside Queenstown, Modemowagae was found
in possession of an ANC book,

Verdict: Guilty,
Sentence: S years esach,
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A 16 year old girl from Port Elizabeth,

Charge: Public wiolence. The accused was alleged to be part of

a group which stened the house of a black security policeman on
January 24th,

Verdict: Guilty,
Sentence: 3 years,

A 15 year old youth from Port Elizabeth,

Charge: Arson, The youth allegedly set fire to a school, and the
house of a policeman Uuring February-April 1978,

Merdicts Guilty.
Ssntencpg: 4 yesars, of which 2 years 8 months was suspended,

Kampton Mafengese (23),

Charge: Public Vieolence . Mafongese was ariginally charged and
gonvicted of being part of a crowd which stoned police in
October 1977, He took the matter on review, due to a material
contradiction in a policemans ewvidence, and the Supreme Court
ordered a re-trial, At the re-triesl he was found guilty on the
same charge.

Sgntencg: 3 years, of which 1 year was suspended,

A 17 year old youth frem Pert Elizabeth,
Charge: 4 counts of robbery, one of malicious damage to preperty,
and cne of sabotage, The state claimed, inter alia, that the
accused stoned and set fire to a mumber ef vehicles, burnt the
house of a policeman, and cut telephone wires.

The youth is net legally represented,

Dennis Meintjies (21), Mthuthelezi Geelbooi (21), Patrick Yake
(23) and Sizile Kamkeo (22),

Chargg: Arson, The state claimed that the accused burnt down a
Grahamstown clinic on the night of January 26th, 1978,
Merdick: Meintjies and Geelbooi were found guilty, Yake and
Kamko were acquitted, |

Santenceg: 3 years, 2 of which were suspended.

The SSRC trial - Kempton Park,

Chief Twala (18), Seshaba Daniel Mentsitsi (23), Seth Mazibuke (19),
Mafison Morobe (22), Jefferson Lengane (21), Sibongile Mthembu (22),
Thabo Ndabeni (21), Kennedy Mogemi (19), Reginald Mngomezulu (21),
Michael Khiba (20), and George Twala (23).

Lharge: Sedition, alternatively Terrorism, The accused in this
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trial, all from Soweto, are alleged to have conspired with themselves,
certain individuals (including Teietsi Machinini, Khotso Seathlolo,
Trofomo Sono and Drake Koka), the SSRC, the 'Action Committes'of

the South African Students Movement (SASM), and SASM itself., The
charges arise from the June 1976 revolt in Soweto, and the svents
which follewed that revolt, Major events which will be detailed

at the trial include the June l6th clash between police and

students, warious worker stay-away campaigns allegedly organised by
the SSRC, 2 protest marches ean Johannesburg, the anti UBC

campaign, and the June 1977 commemoration services in Sowete.

The state is to call well over 100 witnesses in an attempt to
prove its case against the Soweto students, and the trial is
expected te run for about a year,

Prior te charging the accused, police held them and many ethers
for up te 460 days in detention. Certain possible state witnesses
ere still being held by security police.

Dgspita the state's decision to prosecute the accused im a small
gourt roem in Kempten Park (on the opposite side of Johanmssburg
to Sowsto), community support for the accused has been remarkable
in its size and persistencs.

Recently, trial judge Van Dyk has ruled that black police
and alleged accomplices are to give evidence in closed court,

This ruling, which excludes members of the public from the

court room, was opposed by the defence team,

Police outside their Johannesburg HQ belore moving into Soweto

JOHN VORSTER - SQUARE

Mew Alrican



Political Conflict:

State vs Aaron Sipho Madondo (19)

Charge: 3 counts under the Terrorism Act.

Count 11 The state alleged that, acting either elone or with Totae
Skhosana, the accused committed a series of acts which were
calculated to undermine law and erder in South Africa. These
acts, undertaken during October and early November 1977,
allegedly took place in Swaziland, Pongola, Driefontein and
the Mkhwakweni Trustland in the Piet Retief district, Eestern
Transvaal.

The acts which the state claimed Madondo had committed were

as follows:

(1) On about October 14th, 1977, together with Toto Skhosansa,
he entered South Africa illegally from Swaziland, both of them
carrying falsified South African travel documentsj}

(2) Acting with Skhosana, a trained guerrilla fighter, he
searched for and located a safe hiding place in the Mkhwakeni
Trustlands in the district of Piet Retief;

(3) From here the accused travelled to Driefontein, and there
looked for a safe hiding place to store arms, ammunition and
explosives;

(4) During the second half of October, near Driefontein, he
attempted to find a safe and suiteble location for the training
of others in the use of arms and ammunitiong

(5) In the latter part of October he illegally left South Africea
with Skhosana, and travelled to Manzini. There they had a
meeting with one Steve who supplied them with an amount of arms,
ammunition and handgrenadesj;

(6) with Skhosana, he returned to South Africas illegally,
smuggling in the arms, ammunition and handgrenades;

(7) The accused took the arms, ammunition and grenades to a
hut in the Mkhwakeni Trustland, where they were stored.

Count 2: During October 1976, the accused left South Africa for
Botswana, with the intention of undergoing military training
and then returning to South Africa to wage a struggle against
the state. From Botswana he travelled via Zambia, Tanzania
and Angole, where he received military and political training.

After the completion of the training period, Madondo met
Skhosana at Luanda eirport, and travelled to Sweziland via
Mocambique. He arrived in Manzini on October 12th, 1977, where

he was provided with forged South African identity documents,
and an amount of South African money (R200,00).

Count 3: Ouring the period October until 2nd November 1977, the
accused possessed the fecllowing weepons, explosives and
ammunition, which were stored in the Piet Retief district:

RG-42 and RGD-=5 Russian offensive grenadesj
a 7,65mm VZ 61 (Scorpion) machine-pistol}
an amount of 7,65mm Scorpion machine-pistol ammunition.

Brought to court in March 1978 directly from detention, these charges
were put to the legally unrepresented accused.
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He pleaded guilty to all 3 charges, and the case was remanded to
March 20th in the Ermelo Circuit Court. There, before Mr Justice
Boshoff, pro-deo council for Madondo confirmed the quilty pleas.

Leading the minimum evidence necessary in terms of the Criminal
Procedure Act, the state called 5 witnesses, The first of these
was Sgt Albertus Steyn, who testified that, on November 2nd 1977,
he went together with a cipt ven Wyk to Border Stores in the
Mkhwakeni Trustland, On the basis of certain information received,
they proceeded to a specific hut, and ordered the occupants to open
the door of the hut, When this order was not complied with, the
witness forced open the door, and saw Madondo standing in the door-
way. Armed with an R=1 gun and & 9mm pistol, the witness grabbed
Madondo and pulled him from the hut,

He then enterd the hut to apprehend the other occupants, but was
fired on from within the hut. He jumped out of the hut, and
returned the fire, again ordering the occupants out., Two black
women emerged,

The police were again fired on, and a2 handgrenade thrown from the
hut., It exploded, injuring a different Sgt Steyn. On the instruct-
ions of the senior officer present, the hut was set fire to. The
occupant (later identified as Skhosana) still did not emerge, and

2 explosions and the sound of ammunition going off followed.

The following day, the remeains of the hut were searched, and the
following weapons found:

2x Scorpion machine-=pistols of Czechoslovakian origin;j

200x 7,65mm bullets for a Scorpiong

a Scorpion magazine, containing bullets;

3 empty Scorpion magazines;

a cleaning kit for a Scorpion machine-pistolj

the exploded components of 2 Russian offensive handgrenades.
According to the witness, the Trustlands are not mountainous, but ;
are covered by scattered hills., The hut where the shoot-out occurred

was some Skm from the Swaziland border.

The state's second witness was Maj FJ van Eeden, an explosives
expert attached to the Security Police, Pretoria, who testified on

the nature of the arms, ammunition and grenades found in the hut,

The next witness was Ephraim Jende, a cousin of the accused. He
testified that when Madondo visited him in Driefontein, he admitted
that he had undergone military treining, and was a "soldier of

freedom™, The accused further told the witness thet he wanted to
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investigate the place he lived in, with the intention of ntnring'
weapons there, and was aleo willing to teach the witness to use

firearms.

The state then called Mamteri Mabel Phakati., who told the court
that she lived in the Mkhwakwesi Trustlands. Ouring October 1977
she met two people in the Trustlands, calling themselves Ronnie
Dlamini and Mike (Toto) Skosana. She testified that Skosana was a
member of her fl-ilr} whom she had previously known,.and that his

parents lived in that area.
Ronnie Dlamini she identified as the accused.

She said that Skosana and the accused had obtained a hut in the
the Skosana kreal, and there had shown her and a friend certain
weapons, The accused and Skosana had been staying in the hut for
over two weeks when the police raided.

She and & friend had been in the hut at the time of the police raid
on 2nd November and had come out when the police had called for

the occupants to come out,

At the conclusion of the state case, Madondo was found guilty of
3 counts of Terrorism on the basie of his plea of guilty, and the
evidence led. He.went into the witness box to give evidence in
mitigation of sentence and told the court that he had been an
outstanding pupil at school, being the only Std 6 scholar at his
school uhn'hld obtained a first class pass,

When the June 1976 riots broke out in Soweto he stopped attending
school, and in October 1976 was recruited by the ANC. He left South
Africa, and was transported to Esst Germany, where he wnderwent
treining between January and June 1977. On trevelling to Luanda, .

he met Skosana, his commender, who had besn trained in Russia.

Medondo admitted that his whole operation, and his recruitment, had
been under the leadership of the ANC.

The defence then called the investigating officer, Maj NJJ van
Rensburg, attached to the Ermelo Security Police. He told the court
that, from the time of his arrest, the accused had cooperated fully
and openly with the police.

Passing sentence, the Acting Judge-President of the Transvaal,
Justice Boshoff, told the accused that he could hang for the
offences he had committed. However, he took into account certain

mitigating factors, including the fact that the accused was under
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the influence of the older and more experienced Skosana, and had
cooperated with the police.

Madondo was sentenced to 6 years imprisonment on each of the 3
counts, but because sentence on counts 1 and 3 is to run concurrent-

ly, thies is an effective sentence of 12 years.

State vs John Pala & others

State vs Mahwidi John. Phalas (50)
John Afheli Thabo (37)
Letsie Ben Mashinini (34)
Solomon Musi (25)
Bafana Vincent Nkosi (21)
Philip Khoza (8ibisi) (53)

On Jenuary 7th, 1977, en explosion took place in a house in Klip-
spruit, Soweto. At the time of the explosion, a number of people
were present in the house:

Patrick Mabinda

Sipho Nhlapo

.Edmund Nkuna

Lazarus Ndlovu

Solomon Ngobane, as well as accused no's 3, 4, 5 and 6
(Mashinini, Musi, Nkosi end Khoza, who was the eccupier of the
house).

Thet night a bomb wes placed on a railway line between Johannesburg
and Vereeniging.

The sppearance in court em June 16th, 1977, of the 6 accused, and
their subsequent trial, waes a sequel to these events, Of those
present in the Klipspruit house at the time of the explosion, 4
were charged. Patrick Mabinda was detained by the Ennufity Police,
but escaped from John Vorster Square in dramatic circumstances;-
Edmund Nkuna was killed in the blast, andj; Sipho Nhlapo fled the
country, Lazarus Ndlovu and Solomon Ngobane were detained by the
Security Police, and subsequently testified for the state against
the accused.

A name which featured prominently in the trial wes that of Elmon
Malele, and ex Treason Trialist, who a number of witnesses testified
was a member of the ANC. He was detained on January 10th, 1977,

Ouring inquest proceedings, Capt AB Cronwright of the Security
Police, John Vorster Square, testified that hehad interrogated



page 40

Malele on January 12th from 09h00 until 15h00, keeping him standing
all the time. Malele, aged 61, had suddenly fallen down, umconscious,
hitting his head on a table, .

Transferred to hospital, and operated on, Malele died of breain
haemorhage 7 days later, to become yet snother in the growing list
of South Africe's deaths in detention,

Charges: All the accused faced three counts under the Terrorisms
Act.

Count 1t The state claimed thet, between June 1st 1976 and January
318t 1977 the accused, acting with a common purpose, committed
@ series of acts together with Patrick Mabinda, Sipho Nhlape
and Edaund Nkuna, The commission of these acts, together with
the encouragement of others to perform certain of the acts,
constituted an offence under the Terrorism Act, according to
the sgtatse.

John Phals, accused no 1, was alleged to have committed the

following acts:

a) DOuring the month of August 1976, he hid 5 handgrenades,
detonators, ignition oil, and a plastic bag contaiming
212x 7,62mm bullets at the home of one Rebscca Marule.

b) During September 1976, ascting with Elmon Malele, he hid

a bag containing a further 630x 7,62mm bullets used in
firing a Tokarev pistol.

e¢) During the period 17th=21st October 1976, he hid 4x 500¢m
blocks of plastic explosives, 2x 200gm hlunkl of TAT
originating from Bussie, 10 mgtres of safety fuse,

1 Tokarev pistol of Ruseian make, and 5 detonators at
the home of Rebecca Maruls.

d) On October 23rd 1976, he concealed a bag containing
6x 200gm blacks of TNT explosives at the house of Emily
Manatuko.

®) During December 1976 he told Bafana Matsemela that he was
a member of the ANC, and that he possessed blocks of TNT,

f) During December 1976 at Nencefield Mostel in Soweto, he
gave instructions im the manufaturing and use of bembs
and explosives.

g) On January 4th, 1977 he and Elmon Malele told Soloson
Mzwandile Ngobane that they would fetch him and Bafana
Vincent Nkosi 2 days later, to show them how to make and
use bombs and explosives.

h) On January 7th, 1977, Phalas took Lazarus Ndlovu, Sipho

~Nhlapo and Elmon Melele te a railway bridge on the
Johannesburg-Vereeniging line. There they plented a time
bomb, intending to blow up the reilway line.

i) On the seme day (January 7th) he and Elmon Melele took
Solomon Mzwandile Ngobane and Bafana Vincent Nkosi to the
home of Philip Khoza to receive instructions in the
manufacture of bombs and explosives.

J) 0On Jenuery 8th he ssked Rebecce Marule to harbour Patrick
Mabinda, knowing that he was a tresined guerrilla, and that
he had been responsible for the explosion at Philip Khoza's
house.,

k) During the period 1st December 1976 to 27th January 1977,
he possessed an automatic Kalashnikov rifle, 2 magaszines,
and 60x 7,62mm bullets.
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According to the state accused. no 2, John Thabo, committed the
following acts, rendering him guilty on the first count of
Terrorism.

a) Ouring July 1976 Thabo informed Thomas Dagade that he had
Joined the ANC, and that instructions had to be given to
blacke in the manufature of bombs., He encouraged Dagada
to attend lectures where he would learn to manufacture
bombs.

b) On December 4th 1976, at Nancefield Hostel, Soweto, he
possessed blocks of TNT explosives and other material
necessary in the production of bombs.

c) On the same day he told John Kekane and others, who were
gathered at Nancefield Hostel during the demonstration of
how to make bombs, that he intended organising blacks,
When a man present said that the South African Railways
should be sabotaged, Thabo said that when he circulated
a note, people would know when to act.

d) During December 1976 he told Bafana Michael Matsemela that
he was a member of the ANC, and was in possession of TNT
explosives,

e) In the same month (December) he encouraged Joseph Mwamba
to receive military training.

f) During December 1976 and January 1977, Thabo possessed a
book entitled "The Story of Simon and Jane™,., This book
contained inetructions on how to make bombs, how to handle
firearms, and also puts forward the aims and objectives
of the ANC. Thabo made this book available to Letsie Ben
Mashinini (eaccused no 3) and Solomon Musi (accused no 4),

Letsie Ben Mashinini, accused no 3, supposedly performed the

following acts:

@) Possessed the book "The Story of Simon and Jene", the
contents of which are detailed above.

b) On December 4th, 1976, advised Solomon Musi (eccused no
4) and John Thabo (accused no 2) to receive training in the
manufacture of bombs and explosives.

c) In a room in Nancefield Hostel, he received instruction in
the manufacture and use of bombs and explosives on 11th
Ugcember, 1976.

d) On January 7th, 1977 he attended a lecture in Klipspruit
on how to make bombs and explosives.

@) On the same dey, Mashinini manufactured a bomb with the
intention of endangering the maintenance of law and order
in South Africa,

The acts which the state claimed rendered Solomon Musi,

accused no 4, guilty on the first count of Terrorism, were

as follows: '

@) On December 11th, 1976, in a room in Nencefield Hostel,
he received instructions in the manufacture and use of
bombs.

b) On January 7th, 1977, he attended a lecture in Klipspruit,
where a discussion was held on how to manufacture bombs.

c) Between November 1976 and January 1977 he possessed a copy
of the book, "The Story of Simon and Jane", the contents of
which are described above,

d) On January 7th 1977 Musi manufactured a bomb with the
intention of endangering the maintenance of law and order
in South Africa.

Accused no S, Bafana Vincent Nkosi, was alleged to have under-
taken the following:
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a) On December 4th, 1976 he was willing to attend a lecture
on how to make bombs and explosives.

b) On December 11th, 1976 he attended such 8 lecture at
Nancefield Hostel,

c) On January 6th and 7th, 1977, he attended lectures in
Klipspruit on how to make bombs and explosives.

d) On January 7th he manufatured a bomb,

Accused no 6, Philip Khoza, was accused of the following:
a) Between 4th and 7th January, 1977, he made a portion of

his Klipspruit home available to Patrick Mabinda and others,
for the purpose of making bombs end explosives.

b) During the same period he sssisted those who were making
explosives by heating & soldering iron in hie kitchen

and taking it to the room where bombs and explosives
ware being manufatured.

c) After the explosion at his house on January 7th, he

deliberately neglected to report this incident to the
police.

Count 231 During the period from the beginning of June 1976 until
the end of Jeanuary 1977, the accused received training in the
Johannesburg area which would be of use to a person intending
to endanger the maintenance of law and order; they further
encouraged others to receive such training.

Count 3: During the period beginning June 1976 and ending
January 1977, the accused possessed explosives, dynamite,
ammunition and firearms as set out in the acte relating to
Count 1.

The trial of the 6 accused began on August 1st, 1977, in a specially
convened Supreme Court at Springs, before Mr Justice de Villiers.

One of its features was the amount of nuid;n:u led by the states,
involving some 70 state witnesses. This testimony can be convenient-
ly divided up into 3 major sections - police and rsilway police
witnesses, evidence of ordinary civilians (including medical

evidence), and the most important testimony, that of accomplices.

Police and civilian ewidence deelt mainly with the discovery of

a bomb on the Johannesburg-Vereeniging railway line, investigation
of the explosion at Khoza's Klipspruit house, transportation of
those injured in the explosion to hospital, medical details of
injuries sustained by some of the accused and others in the
Klipspruit blast, and the nature and potential power of the arms,
explosives and ammunition found in the possession of certain

accused and accomplices.

One of the civilian witnesses, Silvester Carlos Gobini, testified
that he knew Khoza (accused no 6) as a citizen of Mocambique. He
(Gobini) was employed as a clerk at the Mocsmbique Labour Office in
Johennesburg and on January 10th, 1977, Khoze, his wife and child

had come to these offices and applied for travel documents to



page 43
return to Mocambique.

When Khoza told Gobini that there had been an explosion at his
house in Klipspruit, Gobini reported this matter to the chief of
the office, Shortly after that, the police arrived and detained
Khozea and his wife.

A police witness, Lt D Greyling of the Security Police, John Vorster
Square, told the court that on January 13th, 1977, he went to
Nencefield Hostel with accused no 2, John Thabo. There, hidden in
an unoccupied bed, he found a shopping bag containing 200gm of

TNT explosives, wires, and batteries.

On January 26th, Greyling said that he went to a house in Hulltlin-.
where more TNT, 5 hand grenades, and plastic explosives were found.
The grenades were of foreign origin.

One of the first accomplices to testify was a 65~year old widow,
Rebecca Marule. She was detained on February 9th, and was still
being held in detention when bréught to court in August 1977,

She told the court that, on various occasions Phale (accused no 1),
sometimes accompanied by Elmon Malele, had asked her to store
packages for him, Evidence was led that these packages contained
bullets, hand grenades and detonators.

Subssquent to the Klipspruit explosion, Phala and Malele asked her
to sccommodate Patrick Mabinda for a few days. She agreed, and
Mabinda was deteained by police at her house on January 14th,

8afana Matsimela told the court that he and John Thabo (accused
no 2) were employed at the same place. Thabo had told him that
John Phala was part of Umskhonto (we Sizwe), and that he (Thabo)
possessed TNT, and was a member of the ANC.

Joseph Mwamba teestified that he lived in the same hostel (Nancefield)
as John Thabo. Thabo had invited him to a hostel room, and there
sugoested that he undergo military training.

Thomas Degada, a relative of Thabo's, testified that accused no 2
had told him that he had joined the ANC. He invited Dagada to
Nancefield Hostel where he said they "made bombs and read books".

Other witnesses warned as accomplices, most of whom were in
detention, and who testified against the accused, included
Emily Mamathoko,
Kleinboy Mogoswane,
Evelyn Sedibe,
Elizabeth Ranoto,
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Marcus Ranoto,
Godfrey Thlape,
John Kekane,
Solomon Ngobane,
Lazarus Ndhlovu,
and Patrick Gadoutobe.

4 young members of the Sowsto Students Representative Council,
Albert Oupa Moloto,

Andrew Roy Mbele,
Welcome Madiba, and
Piti Mthenyane

were also called to give evidence, and warned as accomplices. All
4 had been in detention for very lengthy periods when brought to
court. Moloto and Mbele gave evidence in the trial of Paul Langa.
Mthenyane wes called as a witness in that trial but refused to
testify. For this refusal he was sentenced to 3 years imprisonment,
He was subsequently called as a state witness in the Frlturil

ANC triel (S5 vs Sexwale and 11 others), where he testified,

Lazarus Ndhlovu, warned as an accomplice and still a detaines, told
the court he had been recruited by the ANC. On the night of

January 7th, 1977, accused no 1, John Phala, had transported

Elmon Malele, Sipho Nhlepo and himself to s place on the Johannesburg-
Verseniging railway line, where they planted a bomb with the
intention of derailing the train.

All the accused, having pleaded not guilty to all charges, gave
evidence in their defence. Apart from personal background, this
evidence related primerily to rebutting state evidence, and giving
an alternative explanation for przesence at lectures on bomb making,
possession of explosives, and presence at the Klipspruit explosion.

In a lengthy jJjudgement, presiding Judge de Villiers made the
following findings:

Accused no 1, John Phala: Guilty on counts 1 and 3, It wes found
that, of the acts eallegedly committed by him, a), b), h), 1), Jj)
and k) had been proved,

Accused no 2, John Thabo: Guilty on counts 2 and 3, 1t was found
that, in his case, the state proved acts a), d) and e) as listed.

Accused no 3, Letsie Ben Mashinini: Guilty on counts 1. and 3. 1In
his case, the state proved acts c), d) and e) as listed.

Accused no 4, Solomon Musi: Guilty on count 1, Acts b) and c) as
listed were proved against him,

Accused no S, Bafana Vincent Nkosi: Guilty on counts 1 and 2. Acts
b), ¢) and ds as listed, were proved by the state.
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Accused no 6, Philip Khoza: Guilty on count 1, Acts a) and b)
listed were proved against him,

Sentence: In sentencing accused no 1, John Phala, Justice de
Villiers stated that he would have imposed the death penalty if it
had been proved that Phala was more involved in the placing of the
bomb on the rallway line,

No 1t On count 1, Phala was sentenced to 15 years; on count
2 a further 15 yesars was imposed, making an effective
sentence of 30 years.

No 2: Count 1 = 10 yearsi count 2 - 10 years, making an

| effective sentence of 20 years for John Thabo.

No 3: Ben Mashinini: Count 1 =« 10 yearsj; count 2 = 7 years,
S to run concurrently with sentence on count 1. This is
an effective sentence of 12 years.

No 4; Solomon Musi: 5 years.

No 51 Bafana Vincent Nkosis 10 yeers on count 1; 7 years on
count 2, 5 to run concurrently with sentence on count
1. This is an effective sentence of 12 years.

No 6: Philip Khoza: 15 years,

In total, Justice de Villiers handed down sentences of 104 years
imprisonment for the accused. Below, for infgrmation, is the way
Johannesburg's English-language press (RDM, Star and Post) covered

judgement and sentence. "s far as can be ascerteined, this was the

only report which appeared in these 3 newspapers.
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THORNHILL

At the beginning of 1977 the name THORNHILL became synonymous with

the heartlessness and death that are the details of the implementa-
tion of a large part of the apartheid policy. (We are seeing it
again now with threatened Crossroads resettlement. What is not
seen are the many other bantustan areas where conditions are worse,
if anything, then the few places that do succeed in attracting the
selective eye of the commercial press).

Thornhill has Jjust been in the news again, lost in the publicity
justifiably given to Crossroads:

"A serious outbreak of typhoid, which is understood to have reached
epidemic proportions, has hit the overcrowded resettlement camp

at Thornhill near Queenstown, . Four new cases were admitted to
Queenstown's Frontier Hospital et the weekend, but officials have
refused to disclose the total number of cases admitted.

A spokesman for the Frontier Hospital...noted that Thornhill was
in the Ciskel end he had no authority to speak for the homeland
government,

Ciskei's Secretary for Health, Dr J Klopper, is on leave and not
available for comment. The Minister of Health, Chief M Mgalo, was
also not available."” (Star, 78-03-29)

"The Ciskei Government has refused to give any details to the
South African Government about the Zweledinga, formerly known as
Thornhill, and Oxton resettlement aress in the homeland,

The Minister of Plural Relations, Dr Connie Mulder, eapproached the
Ciskei Government for particulars about the settlements, 'but they
inform me that they do not wish te furnish the information,' he
said in reply to two questions tabled in the Assembly..."

(ROM, 78-04-19)

"The recent typhoid outbreak at Thornhill claimed three lives, the
Minister of Health, Dr BR Maku, said in the Ciskei Legislative
Assembly yesterday. 130 cases were handled altogether. The
Department immunized over 10 000 people against the disease *and

what might have been a serious problem was rapidly snd quickly
contained,' Dr Maku added.

The farmhouse which was taken over ss a makeshift clinic at
Thornhill had been remodelled and reshaped to take the form of a
small cottage hospital with six beds. '"The clinic has also been
substantially strengthened by the addition of nursing staff and
a senior health nurse'."” (RDM, 78-09-14)

The Thornhill farm, now known as Zweledingea, is situated in the
Ciskein Bantustan close to Queenstown. DOuring 1976, after the
Transkei had taken over the Herschel district, some 15 000 people
left that area and settled at Thornhill, patt of about S0 000 people :
who had fled from the Matanzimas. The numberes soon swelled and
estimates were made of 30 000, More specitically, the exodus
seemed to have been in response to Transkeian suppression of
opposition groups, and real or petential action against Sotho-
speakers in particular. The residents of both the Herschel and
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Glen Grey areas had opposed incorporation intd the Transkei = in a
1971 referendum 84X voted in favour of remaining as part of the
Ciskei. An interesting side comment was made by a "Ciskeian
spokesman™ who said that "many™ of the people had come "from the
Free State when it was rumoured ferms were to be given out in the
Ciskei." Freehold land tenure is not available to Africans outside
of the reserves/bantustans since the 1913 Land Act. The QuaQua
bantustan for Sotho-speakers has a de facto population density of
136 per square mile and a de Jjure densify of 7 085 people per
square mile, It is, therefore, more than understandable that there
should be an intense hunger for land, even to the extent eof
travelling hundreds of kilometres on the strength of a rumour.

In exchange for Herschel and Glen Grey the South African government
was meant to buy white-owned farms adjoining the Ciskei, but ran

out of money. The Thornhill and Loudun farms were shown to chiefs
from Herschel and Glen Greyand they decided to accept them for their
people. A "stampede" started as Transkeian "indepenednce day"
(October 26) neared. It must be kept in mind that Thornhill and
Loudun had been farms, with no facilities (eg the nearest shops

were some 20 km away). No employment existed at the time and the
recent report that prompted this briefing mentions that: "The
Government had not planned any industrial development at the
controversial resettlement township of Glenmore in the Eastern

Cape but agricultural development is being considered" (RDM, 78-04-19),

In the style that has served (purposely) to confuse similar issues .
(see, for example, KwaZulu vs central government on Malukazi;
Transkei vs central government on Crossroads; BophutaTswana vs
central government on Hoekfontein, Yinterveldt, etc; BophutaTswana
vs Basotho QwaQwa on ThabaNchuj etc, etc, etc) Thornhill was also
left in the cold with Sebe and the central government both denying
responsibility for whatever occurred = "The Department of Bantu
Administration has tried to lay the responsibility for the Thornhill
tragedy at the door of the Ciskei government, but in fact the
department itself was responsible for moving 3 500 families,
comprising an estimated 21 000 people, from Herschel to Thornhill"
(Sunday Express, 77=01=16); "The Chief Minister of the Ciskei,

Chief Lennox Sebe, has blemed the Department of Bantu Administration
and Development for the conditions at Thornhill®™ (RDM, 77-01=11),

In bantustan politics one event not only serves as an example of
what is to be expected during the next but flow into each other
with a terrible irony, until one resettlemt .camp is not to be
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distinghishld form the rest, and the one prepares the way for the
next. The residents of Thornhill are now engaged in building
at Bridge Farm for the first truck loads of people from the Crossroads

camp outside Cape Town,

They are not to be blamed. There is no other work at Thornhill.

And very little pretence that anything exists for them at Queenstown
as only one bus a day runs between the two places. And that costs
R1,50 return. The breakdown is not only physical but alsoc mental,

a pattern found in the KwaZulu bantustan as well (and the univer-
sity psychology departments play with rats and statistics).

"These people exist on mealie meal - nothing else. They esat
only porridge. We get complications from the malnutrition
and have a high incidence of psychosis - particularly
schizophrenia. This could be caused by the depressing
cooditions under which people live (nursing sister at
Thornhill clinic)... DOr Hendrik Beukes, Whittlesea district
surgeon and the doctor in cherge of Thoernhill, confirmed

the sister's remarks. He said the incidence of psychoses
throughout the district was high, "It is not only Thernhill.
I don't know what causes it," he said."™ (Sunday Tribune,
78=10-08)

There is no better way of summarising the situation than to leave
the last word to an administrator of the policy of "separate
development™, Mr DJF Hidge (Chief Commissioner for the Department
of Plural Relations in Queenstown), who "does not care that there
are no jobs where he 1ntnnd; settling people.

"That is not my problem. We will provide the necessary
infrastructure of water and toilets in the camp. Where the
people work is not my business. It is like any other area.
In the rural areas there are no jobs either = the people are
migrant workers. The provision of jobs has nothing to do
with me?." (Sunday Tribune, 78«10-08)




We reproduce below certain documents of considerable relevance

to the contemporary Namibian situation.,

The latest in a series of farcical and opportunistic agreements
between the representatives of international monopoly capital
(the gang of 5), and the South African government, have again
revealed South Africa's intention, clearly stated by P,W. Botha,
that the South African state, along with the comprador DTA
forces, has no intention of allowing SWAPD tp participate in

a free and open election in Nemibia,

Obvious is ths Western five's intention of not fundamentally
blocking South Africa's strategy of imposing a neo-colonial

DTA based government on the people of Namibia. Indeed, a neo=-
colonial solution which guaranteses the conditions of plunder so
profitable to external investors in Namibia, admirably suits the
interests which the 5 represent,

What the S do want to avoid is a situation at the United Netions
where their veto of sanction-measures is obviously in support

of a South African directed 'solution' in Namibia. They would
prefer to ‘avoid the issue of sanctions completsly or, if it is
forced upon them, to be able to claim that negotistion with South
Africa still promises the possibility of a viable settlement,

In other words, blatant delaying tactice with the victims being
the people of Namibia, (The same tactics are being followed

with regard to Zimbabwe, and see also Martin Legassick's

article elsewhere in this issue),

South Africa's presence in Namibie remains illegel, Intimidation
and detention of SWAPO activists continues at the hands of the
occupying military and police forces, and the administration,

Trials under the Terrorism Act continue, Economic exploitation

of both Namibian workers and peasants, and natural resources,

continue,

The sentiments expressed below - on military intimidation and
coercion, on registration of voters, on the supervision and timing
of elections = show a undbnimity despite the fact that they

originate from such divergent groups as the Namibian National fFront,

SWAPO Democrats, the churches representing by far the majority of



page 50

Namibians, and SWAPOD,

It is thus to the interests of the South African ruling classes,
and a tiny minority white and tribal alliance, that the West

is pandering to, Both internal events in Namibia, and the
documents reproduced below, demonstrate this clearly,
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JOINT MEFCRANDUM B8Y THE “JAMISIA NATIONAL FROMT "HD SWAPO DEMQCRATS

A.

The parties hereto wish to reiterate their stand on the issue
of the proposals of the 'Jestern Five, for a settlement of the
flamibia dispute and the Waldheim report to the Security

Council on implementation of the aforesaid proposals.

A_summary of our position.

. UWe support the Western proposals in letter and spirit.
2. Ue also support the Waldheim report in all essential
respects, subject to the following assumptions:

(a) That the suggested civil police component of about
360 experienced police officers is intended to fulfil the
function anreed upon in the Western proposals namely to
monitor the action of the South African Police and would
consequently have no executive powers as such,

(b) That the question of registration of voters should
stand over for negotiation between the special represent-
ative of the Secretary-Ceneral Mr Ahtisari and the Adm
General, once the report of the Secr General is approved
by the Security Council and the official transition
period beqgins.

(c) That there will be proper consultation with all parties
concerned with the implementation, before any final decision
taken by the Secretary General as to the composition of

the military wing of the UNTAG.

Je Ue believe in particular that a period of approximately
7 months as stipulated in the Western plan will be required
before the election date to fulfil all the conditions for free

and fair elections,

In consequence the envisaged elections can only take place
approximately in April 1979.

We must point out that on this point, the DTA and the South
African Government stand alone in their attitude towards the

dates of election and independence.

4, Je must warn the South African Government and 2ll concerned
that the alternative to international aqreement on the Waldheim

report defy contemplation,

de rejiect the main arqument advanced by the South Africen

Covernment and the DTA for their contentions.

We must point out that a UDI will not be internationally
recoonizecd = it will not lead tc economic stability and peace
but to the contr2ry: An escalation of violent conflict, a

polarisation petween black and white, uncertainty, economic
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collapse and traqedy.

S5:i We say that the majority of the people of Nemibia support
the Western proposals as well as the Waldheim report and that
both SWAPO "N" and the £% Ccvarnment must take cognisance of
this fact. We therefore reject the statement by the SA
Government that it is acting in the neme of the people of
Namibia.

L N
e EEEEE——,—
e e ———————————————— s

NAMIBIAN CHURCHES CALL FOR PRAYER AND APPEAL TO ALL PARTIES AND
COUNTRIES INVOLVED IN THE WESTERN SETTLEMENT PLAN FOR NAMIBIA
8 September 1978

We hereby call on all Christians to pray most urgently at this

time for the achievement of a successful conclusion to the Western
Settlement Plan in the United Nations Security Council. We pray
for an agreement that will bring about a ceasefire, and that the
Lor8 will thus spare us from a tragic bloodbath and gruesome events

such as those now frequently experienced in Rhodesia.

With this in mind, we feel it our responsibility to express our
disquiet at repeated reports that elections will still be held in
Namibia this year. The Western Proposals clearly specify a seven-
month process from the time that the Secretary Genmeral's report is
accepted by the Security Council until the elections are held.
Attempts to squeeze the stated procedure through in half the allotted
time can only end in the abortion of the whole elctoral process.
Parties both to the right and to the left of the political spectrum
have acknowledged the necessity of maintaining the seven month
period.

We should also like it to be known that we support the recommen—
dation of the Secretary General that experienced police officers
should be sent to Namibia to check intimidation and agitation

from any quarter during the elctions, and to monitor the activities
of the South African Police. The Secretary General stipulates that
these experienced men will be part of the civilian component of the

United Nations personnel. Over the past decade there have been
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numerous reports of misconduct on the part of the South African
Police. Without such a presence we would therefore find it imposs-
ible to assure ths lawabiding populetion of their right to free

expression, security, and freedom from threat.

We are also frankly distressed at attempts to cut the UN military
component down to less than that required by the UN military
experts., After all, this is a vast country, and the UN Force has
been given the unenviable and enormous task of, inter alia,
providing surveillance of the borders, prewenting infiltration,
and also monitoring base camps and the cessation of hostilities.
We trust that Mr Ahtisasri made his calculstions on the best of
informetion and remains determined to maintain the impartiality of
nis task force. We therefore feel very strongly that it is of the
utmost importance thaet he should have at his disposal the manpower
and support services which he needs to perform his function
adequately. It seems to us too optimistic to say that if there is

a ceasefire such a force will not be needed.

In the past we have repsetedly seen how extensive panic and

disruption cean be caused by very small groups who break the discipline
of their commanders. We must also reckon that there are groups at
large who have obtained powerful armaments and who may yet be

nothing more than thieves and robbers without conscience. Ue
therefore cannot see any reason to deny this country all the

security which the United Nations is able to offer. Security for

all must be the first priority, irrespective of the costs.

LR B

United Evengelical Lutheran Church

Romen Catheolic Church, Diocese of Windhoek
Anglican Church in Namibia

African Methodist Episcopal Church.
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MEMORANDUM TO HIS EXCELLENCY MARTTI AHTISAARI, United Nations .
Special Representative for Namibia, FROM NAMIBIAN CHURCH LEADERS,

August 15, 1978

Your Excellency,
It is with great joy and thanksgiving that we welcome you in

Namibia as an answer to prayer. Your presence here represents the
fulfilment of hopes cherished by many Nemibian people for a

generation,

You will know of the many declarations and actione which we have
undertaken during the past ten years against the racism, exploit-
ation and systematic torture of South African rule.

Although we have tried only to ‘echo the cry of our people we have
besen branded as 'terroriste', and yet it is we who have repeatedly
tri-d to bring calm to situations of nivil untest and senseless
hlnudahid.

And you will know that we have concerned ourselves intimately

with the Western initiative since its inception, and were the first
to accept these proposals, and urge their speedy adoption by all
parties, when they were finalised on March 30 this year.

Today, though we see it as our continuing responsibility to remain
critical and independent, we have come prepared to listen
respectfully to whatever suggestions you Iir have for co-operation
between yourself and us in the achievement of your mission.

There are,however, a number of matters which we feel we should
bring to your sttention immediately.

1. The majority of voters who have been registered so far (under
the sole authority of the Adminietrator Generel) have not done
so freely., Criticiem of the law leads to immediate imprison-
ment. And people have been cosrced by employers. A very
worrying aspect of this operation has been the close co-
operation between the Democratic Turnhalle Alliance and the
South African officials concerned.

2 tinuing co boration between the SA and UNITA

While the exploits of South Africe in Angola during 1975 are
now common knowledge, it is not so well known that the links
between South Africa and UNITA have, if anything, been
strengthened since then. In particular, South Africa has
been recruiting UNITp soldiers into its own army, These
poorly disciplined troops - who may well rejoin their
compatriots in Angola, and who have nothing whatsoever to
gain from 8 South African troop withdrawal, can wreak havoc
in the Northern parts.

Indeed that is what happened, for instence, at Omundaungilo at
the end of 1976 when a whole village wes ttrruriuld, people
killed, women raped, and so on.
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We believe that many hundreds of these UNITA troops have been
trained by South Africa at secret bases in the Kavango area.
We now view with particular alarm the recent reports by the
South African Defence Force that 'Swapo terrorists in South
African uniforms' have been responsible for murders and
sabotage in the Northern parts, °

3. Election date

In view of the extreme importance of these elections, the
necessity that the people should gain confidence in the
electoral process, the need for people to have time to become
properly informed and make a considered choice, we feel that
pressing ahead with elections before December, this year, will
be asking for confusion, mistrust and everything that is
undesirable and unsatisfactory in an election.

4, Immediate release of all political prisonsrs

It is well known that the churches have played a significant
role in working for the release of Mr Andreas Shipanga and his
associates from detention in Tanzania. In response the
Administrator General has gone on a spree of imprisonment and
banishment inside Namibia. This is unfair and intolerable:

We demand that all political prisoners, and particular,

Mr Herman Ya Toivo should be released immediately.

5. Banishment of Churchmen

A matter which grieves us personally is the summary and

un just expulsions to which church people have been made sub ject
during the past decade. We insist that these our brethren
should also be allowed to return to Nemibia to play their
rightful role in the development of a free and just Namibia.

Lastly we wish to assure you of our prayers in the many difficult
decisions which await you.

United Evangelical Lutheran Church
Roman Catholic Church in SWA/Namibia
Anglican Churech

African Methodist Episcopal Church,

e e —————— s
e ———————,——
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SJAPO POSITIOW O THE CURREMT DIPLOMATIC INITIATIVES PRESENTED AT
THE 31st SES ICY OF THE O.A.U, LIBERATION COMMITTEE HELD IN
T3IPPLTI, LIBYA, February 13th - 18th, 1978

In the last ten months, the world attention has been focussed on
the diplomatic initiative taken by five of the major Western pouwers
«ee to find a nenotiated solution to the Namibian problem., ...
SUAPO considers it essentizl to provide its analysis of this

diplomatic move.

As it is now well known, the three !Jestern permanent members of the
United fations Security Council, namely, the U,5.A., the U.K., and
France, plus the Federal Republic of Germany and Canada, both of
which were temporary members of the Security Council, decided on
their own behalf, to initiate diplomatic efforts with an announced
intention of persuading the racist regime in Pretoria to meet all
the demands put forward by UN Security Council Resolution 385 of
January 30, 1976. 1In doing this, the five thought that they would
enable the people of Namibia to achieve national independence
peacefully,

This initiative started in April, 1977, when the ambassadors of
these five 'Jestern governments to South Africe and the United
Nations began to explore with South Africa the possibilities of
gaining agreement from Pretoria towards the implementation of
Resolution 385. 1In decidinc to undertake the role of a mediator
between the South African government on one hand, and SWAPO on- the
other hand, the five governments proceeded from the assumption .
that since they are some of the very few countries in the world
who have good economic, diplomatic, cultural and even military
links with the racist reqime of South Africa, they are in a '
positicn to pressure Pretoria to meet the demands of the world
community in regard to South Africa's illegal occupation of
Namibia. It was also with this uncerstanding that Euﬂﬁﬂ has not
opposed the initiative of the five to attempt to brinn South Africa
to reason, despite the fact that these five powers have supported

South Africa acainst our interests on several occasions,

Last year, it looked to some distant observers of the five's
diplomatic activities as thouch Pretoria had actually decided to
noet rid of Namibia through a solution which would be acceptable
to both the ‘amibian People znd the international community,
++es The governments of the five countries, as well as the press,

deliberately tried to foster this hope in an effort to give their
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initiative a veneer of momentum. .., (T)he five, and WUestern press,

have been emphasisint a claim that as a result of these diplomatic
efforts, South Africa has, for the first time, made the following
"concessions" touards the implementation of Resolution 385:

(a) that Pretoria has now a2greed to the holding of national
elections in Namibiea to choose representatives to a consti=-
tuent assembly;

(b} that South Africa has now accepted the UN role in the process
of Namibia's transition to independence;

(c) that South Africa has now agreed to the disbandment of bhe
Turnhalle gathering and its interim government; and

(d) that South Africa has now agreed to SWAPO participation
in elections;

(e) that South Africa has agreed to the reduction of troops
in Namibia,

These are,accordinn to the five, major concessions which South
Africa has made and which all interested parties to the Namibian
problem should appreciate. More often than not, too, reference is
mede to the abolition in Namibia of some minor aspects of apartheid

- the so=called petty apartheid. ...

However, upon a clear examination of these cosmetic and tactical
"concessions" =23 well as of many other actions taken by the South
African government since the beginninn of the diplomatic initia-
tive by the five, it becomes clear that in fact Pretoria is still
bent on keeping Namibia under its control. For instance, while
trying treacherously to appear to be making so-called concessions,
South Africsa does not really accept the principle of the UN
suparvised and controlled elections in Namibia. On the contrary,
Pretoria is only conceding to some kind of UN observation of
elections which, if agreed to under the terms outlined in the
proposal of the five, will in fact, mean South African supervised
and controlled elections. In SWAPO's considered opinion, there
can be no fair and cenuinely free elections in Namibia as long as
Pretoria is allowed the role of keeping "law and order" in the
transitional period. This will mean that South Africa will have
at her disposal not only an entrenched administration and a huge
para-military police force, but also combat troops strateqgically
positioned in Namibia to influence the elections to SWAPO's
disadvantage. This is the kind of transition which the five

Western powers are asking SWAPO and Africa tn endorse.

The five have been hard at work trying to convince SWAPO a2nd the
indrpendent African countries that South Africa needs to have a

token of its troops in MNamibia durino the transition perioc as g
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face saving so that the white South African electorate does not
think that Pretoria has been forced out of ilamibia. On the face
of it this argument of the five sounds ressonable, but when one
listens to the South African official statements on the same issue,
one cannot but be convinced that what South Africa wants is not a
means of face-saving, but real control of the situation. The
South African rulers want physical control of the transitional

process.

When SWAPO insists that it cannot agree to elections taking place
under conditions where the full weight and force of the South
African state power are clearly posed against it, the five try to
insinuate that SWAPD is afraid of elections because it knows that
it does not have enough support among the Namibian people.

It is against this background that SWAPD insists that, at least,
all the South African troops be withdrawn from.Namibia before
elections. What other reason.can South Africa have to influence
elections in favour of her local stooges? If Ffltnrin has really
decided to give up Namibia, then the question of face saving would
not really be all that important;

We in SWAPO are profoundly aware that our polonial situation has
no parallel in Africa. In Nemibia one has a situation where the
colonial power has not only political, strateoic and vast econo=-
mic interest in the colony, but also where the colonial power is
territorially contiguous to its colony. *‘This fact alone precludes
all attempts to compare the transitional period in Namibiz with
any other colonial experience in Africa.

South Africa has always harboured the idea of having Namibia as
its fifth province, and, as such, she has not yet shown prepared-
ness to allow a genuinely independent state to exist in that
territory. A genuinely independcrnt state in that country is at
present only possible under a SWAPD government and this is what
Pretoria is determined to prevent. This is the objective,
political reality which we a2re faced with, Thie is what we want
both the five and the OAU to appreciate.

The South African rulers are deily telling their people and the
world, throunh their officizl statements and propaganda media,
that they will never allow Namibiz to be ruled by SWAPD. This
anti=S5UAPD campainn ooes beyond mere propaganda uanaru. It is

accompanied by real and concrete measures that are taken to make
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it impossinle for SWAPO to have any fair chance of gaining power
under a South African dominated transitional period. For exemple,
South Africa has not only deployed a huge part of its armed forces
against SWAPO in Namibia, but it is alo buildinn up anti=SWAPOD
tribal ~rmies. At the same time, Pretoria is making strenuous
and concerted efforts to build up her Turnhalle puppets as tools
of neo-colonialism in Namibia., Extravagant sums of money are
being placed at the disposal of these stooges by the South African
government to buy support in prepara tion of the electoral campaign.
These stooges are now busy organizinog festivities and parties
whereby they are enticing the people with liquor, food and many
other niceties which the racists know the masses cannot afford on

their own under the present exploitative system in Namibia.

This exercise in public corruption and bribery is always accom=
panied by an elaborate police and military ﬁrnta:tinn so that
nobody is allowed to attempt to break up the puppet gatherings.
But, every time SWAPD attempts to hold a public meeting, the
puppets, under the protection of the South African police and
army, are organized to disrupt and break up such meetings with
clecar approval of the colonial administration in Namibia,

There are many other specific incidents which can be cited to

show that South African agents have recently unleashed a new wave
of intimidations against SWAPO supporters in Namibia. For instance,
on October 9, 1977, a group of South African armed tribal soldiers
attempted to disrupt a SWAPD public meeting at Oshakati in the
Worthern part of Namibia. On December 2, 1977, the so-called South
African Security Forces arrested and detained eleven of SWAPOD
leading cadres who were going to organise another SWAPO public
meeting at Ondanowa, in the same area of ‘lamibia. These comrades
were arrested under Proclamation A,G.9, 1977, which is one of the
many repressive requlations in Namibia. Some of these comrades
were forced at qun point to sion documents saying that they had
anreed to resign from SWAPOD, documents which were later used in the
South African oress in an attempt to discredit some of these
comrades. Un December 16, 1977, puppet soldiers usinn tearnas,

at the instijation of the South African Armed Forces broke un &
SUAPD public meetino at Dluno in Northern HWamibia, On February S,
1978, punpet soldiers, using the same method, under the protective
cover of the South African troops broke up a SJAPO meetinn at
Katima Mulilo in the Eastern part of Namibia,
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These acts of intimidation are not just confined to the use of
teargas to break up meetinaos. Many SWAPODO cadres are still being
arrested and detained, and on January 11, 1978, South African
police fatallvy shot and killed comrade Abner J. Amwaama, Comrade
Amwaama was shot when South African police were attemptinc to break

up a SUYAPO meeting at Swakopmund in the Yestern part of Nemibia.

The fundamental question which SWAPD is posing in demanding
complete withdrawal of the South African troops from Namibia
before elections is: Who will have ultimate effective physical
and administrative control of the elections = South Africa or
the UN?

The present proposal which the five have put forth is very vague
and cryptic., It talks of UN monitoring and observation through
the UN Secretary General's Special Representative and his staff.

The five are being deliberately vague on the question of UN Peace
Keeping Force to police the transitional period. UWe demand that
such & force will be necessary to keep law and order during the
transitional period. SWAPO will agree to the confinement of its
guerrilla forces to specified bases in Namibia provided South
African troops have been withdrawn from our country. We pledge to
honour our commitment not to disturb peace and tranquility in the
country during the transitional period. The South African

police force and administration, like SWAPO troops, must be

placed undar'tha control and supervision of the UN Peace

Keeping Force.

In other words, SWAPD is not demandinc that Pretoria should hand
over power to our Movement, although our Movement is the only one
which has fought for more than a decade to force South Africa to
at least face up to the fact that Namibia is not part of South
Africa and that our people are prepared to make every supreme

sacrifice to liberate our fatherland.,

We are prepared to submit ourselves to the verdict of our people
without any fear. We are certain that our people, if given a
genuinely fair and free choice, will pronounce themselves on the
side of their true liberation = SWAPO, uWhat we are resisting is
the attempt by both Pretoria, Washington, London, Paris, Bonn and
Dttawa to hait-and trap us into South African controlled elections
in the knowledge that we may be beaten because the full weight and
force of State machinery will be pitted against us.

Je would like also to make it categorically clear that SWAPO will
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net accept any independence agreement which accommodates South
Africa's annressive claims to Walvis Bay as a part of South Africa.
Jalvis Bay is 2n intenqral part of Namibia. The Jamibian people
will never accept South Africa's claims over '!2lvis Say. Such
claims 2re based on antiquated, arbitrary, illo~ical and unjust
colonial agreements. The ‘Yamibian people cannot be bound by such
un just treaties, Ye in SYWAPD vow to liberate and defend lamibia's

territorial intenrity, includin~ “alvis Day.

'nm their propeosal, k. "ive have suagested that South Africa be
al'owed 2 "token force"™ of 1 500 troops to be in MNamibia during
the electoral process of the transition. One wonders whether this
number of troops includes or excludes the entire division of the
South African Army stationed at Walvies Bay. To talk about 1 500
at Grootfontein or Oshivelo while ignoring the division at Walvis
Bay is to try and legalize not only South Africa's occupation but
also to endorse her agoressive attempts to dismember Namibia,

For us to accept such shady deals will be tantamount to committing

national suicide.

In resistance to all these imperiaslist and neoecolonial intrigues,
we appeal to the international community to be firm in support of
our struagnle., We are determined to continue with a protracted
armed strunqgle even if it takes us another decade. e know that
our people are behind us in our demand for genuine independence;
and this is testified by the thousands of workers, pﬁasants and
young intellectuals who are weekly enlistinc themeselves. into

PLAM's revolutionary activity,
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"Suitengewone (ffisi8le voerant 20 September 1378", or AG (for

Administrator General) 63, has the followinc to say on the proposed

Constituent Assembly for Namibiag

2.(1)

’ ution.
(2)

Estapblishment and powers of the

The Assembly may-
(a) submit to the Administrator=General requests, recommen=—

dations or proposals as to any course of action it desires

to be followed or any steps it desires to be taken with a

view tc the attainment of independence by the territory as

a sovereign statej

(b) advise or make any recommendation to the Administratore
General, at his request or of its own motion, as to the
enactment, amendment or repeal of any law or the exercise of
any covernmental function or in respect of the territory by
the Administrator=Ceneral or any other authority.

The Administrator-GCeneral shall not be obliged to give

(3)

mt

th

Western Minister

J a bit confused

et i

'r.tm m%"‘"m b Swpo reb’

reign Minister of Britain,
West Germanv and Cana-
da and Swapo got off to
an embarrassing start yes-
terday with a "shocker”
by Canada's Foreign Min-
ister Mr Donald Jamie-
aom.

As the two groups sat
down to talk at a hotel
|"ia’ Windhoek Mr Jamie-
‘son turned to the leader
".of Swapo in the territory,
Mr Daniel Tjongarero,
and Swapo's Information
Secretary, Mr Mokganedi
Thiabenelo, and said: *Do
you have any relationship
-h!nn (D)1

‘Swapo h-=tﬂuﬂhﬂr

els, known as ¥"Swapo
democrats” and led by Mr
Andreas Shipanga who
they call a2 Fswart boer.™

In -reply tor Mr Jamie-
son's question Mr This.
banello first lsughed shy-
ly and then sedd quietly:
BNo".

Mr Jamieson then said:
“I have difficulty sorting
out all the gvoups here.”

Meanwhile, the Nami-
bia Natiopal Fromt and

+ssembly

ihe persons nominated in accordance with the provisions
of this Froclamation shall, subject to those provisions, as
representatives of the people of the territory be 2 Constituent
Assembly with power toc draw up and adopt a constitution for the
territory with a view to its becoming independent as a sovereign
state on the date of the coming into operation of such constit-

n -

(Cur own emphasis in this extract - eds)

Heroes acre

e e

n .

plan

.‘%—b—ﬂ #A
municipality establish its own “heroes’
acrt” in its local cemetery to bury men who died

on the border.

The Transvaal Municipal Association congress
today decided to make representations to the
cial authorities to allow nunh:lplliﬂll to

Irﬂnuﬂhlhnﬂn

free at.these “herees’

llr Steyn van der Spuy, chairman of the Se.

‘l:llndl Town Council’s

management committee,

was empowered to femce

every municipality was
lfllﬂlﬂhnuﬂhlﬂfﬂlkuﬂilmﬂﬂjIII

heroes' acre,

‘We needed
dag %:f;gr

St the border to defend us

* who need dagga for Dutch

courage, a Durban magis-
trate said today.

Mr E W Hyland made
this remark when he sen-
tenced 10 army trainees

for posse :quLTht
prosecutor, Mr P Weight-

op the way to the border
area. The dagga was found
in their kit at Louis Botha
Airport in Durban on No-

1u-hn-1m before' they

| embarked.

*" He said there were
three possible reasons for
their possessing dagga.

One was that they

‘CO]]I’ wished to t to
age ﬁlf avoid uuﬂhﬁ:ﬂ duty.
'al..r'llhh - id A was that if they
t we have to send troops & Were caught with the

dagga they would smoke
it. The effect of the dagga
would make them a danger
to themselves and to their

?

Another was that they
to ull the dagga in
the border area.

Some of
man told the court that the l fS mon o S

men were part of a group |

that they used the
1o help them adjust

o er conditions and
' ®scape reality. The dagga

was to give them Dutch
courage. — Sapa.
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ANGLO-AMERICAN STRATEGY IN SOUTHERN AFRICA
AND ITS BACKGROUND

An impres ion ex.sts rether too widely in the labour movement, anc
is being assiduously fosterec cy the 2ritish zaovernment z2nd the medis,
that the current Anglo-American strategy in Zouthern Africa can be
seen as & szicnificant step forward towards the liberation of the
peoples of Southern Africa. This paper intends to combat this
impressicn, by examini-c tne deeper meemning and context of current
Anglo=-American strategy. It argues (a) that rather than represent-
ing any funcamental change of heart or chance of position on the
part of the Unitec St=tes or British covernments, the current
strategy must be viewed as & new mode in which a historically
consistent set of objectives are being pursued (b) that, although
settlements in Rhodesia and Namibia are the immediate apparent aim
of the current Anclo=American strategy, it has been and remains the
South African state which is the key force in Southern Africa, and
that the Anglo-American strategy must be viewed primarily in terms
of its implications for the liberation of South Africa from

fascism a2nd racism (c) that such changes as have occurred have been
changes in the balance of forces in the class strugzle in Southern
Africe, and that the apparent "changes" in United States or

British government policy are purely defensive reactions against
the real momentum for liberation (d) that the differences in the
"rhetoric" and "negotiating role" which appear to exist between

the Un;taﬂ States and 39ritish governments from time to time in the
course of the pursuit of this policy have a real basis, but at the
same time serve to conceal the objectives which the two covernments

have in common,

T« THE UTITED STATES AND BRITAIM I SOUTHESN SFRICA SIMCE THE
SECOND WORLD UWAR

After the Second Jorld Wer the United States emercecd unequivo=-
cally as the major centre of world capital accumulation, and
therefore the dominant force in the restructurinc of the world
capitalist economy., This did not mean that the .United States was
omhi-present, econo-ically or politically, in an unrediated way.
It gid meen that, econonically, the United States was the major
force pressing for the "freeing" of trade, :the opening of new
mar«ets, anc the internationzlisation of accumulation; anc that it
has been forced econamiczlly zn the defensive only with the emercence
into a competitive pcsition of the necst fundamentally restructured
srees of accumulation (Uest GCermany in the EEC; Japan) curing the

1560"'s ane 1570's., The special circumstznces of the re-emergence
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of West Germany and Japan have, moreover, meant that politically

the US has remained the dominant force even when under challenge
economically. The politics of the restructuring of capital since
the Second World War have taken different forms in Europe and
elsewvheres it is with the latter we are concerned here. Popular
resistance to capitalism outside Europe since the Second World Wer
predominantly took the form of the itruggla against imperialism
and for national liberation, and was immediately and initially
directed against former colonial powers: Britain, France, etc.
The United States, as the ultimately dominant political force,
was concerned to transform this anti-colonial resistance into a
restructuring of capital, in a manner which balanced its own
particular interests with the general interests of capitalism.

As Dulles said in 1953:

Most of the peoples of the Near East and Southern Asia are
deeply concerned about political independence for themselves
and others. They are suspicious of the colonial powers.

The United States too is suspect because, it is ressoned,
our NATO slliences with France and Britain requires us to
try to preserve or restore the old colonial interests of

our allies.,” I am convinced that United States policy has
been unnecessarily ambiguous in this matter. The leaders

of the countries I visited fully reeegnise that it would be
a disaster if there were any break between the United States
and Great Britain and France. They don't want this to happen.
However, without breaking from the framework of Western
unity, we can pursue our traditional dedication to political
liberty. 1In reality, the Western powers can gain, rather
than lose, from an orderly development of self-government,

It wvas the conflict between preserving alliances and "influencing"
anti-colonial and post-colonial movements which led to the massive
development of covert US activities (CIA, etc) in this period;
though also, where popular resistance escalated to forms beyond
the control of colonial or neo-colonial rule, the United States
was compelled to step in more ectively., The most serious and
horrifying fosm of this, as we know, was the military intervention
in Vietnam from 1965 which replaced earlier and more covert forms

of post=1954 intervention,

A similar United States dialectic vis-a-vis colonial powers and
national movements operated in the different conditions of Africa.
In "tropical™ Africa, with a specific history in each country, this
resulted in a trend towards controlled decolonization, with a
progressive enlargement of the US military and economic role in
certain areas (accelerating, despite French competition, in the
1960's and 70's), and with the Congo, in th-+pnrind after 1960,

seeing covert US involvement changed into its most active African
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form, In southern Africa, this dialectic operated in the context

of the particular role and dynamic of South Africa itself.
Traditionally, Britain was the dominant imperial power in Southern
Africa; and it was widely assumed both in Britain and South Africa,
in the immediate aftermath of the Second World War, that the role
of restructuring of capital in Southern Africa could be adequately
handled by the United Party ruled South African state. The
victory of the Nationalist Government in 1948, and its subsequent
consolidation of power, necessitated reappraisal., In the first
instance, the British government began to resssume from the South
African state some of its "Southern Africen™ role: the creation of
the Federation as counter-weight, based around a different form of
capital restructuring ("racial partnership®) to that of apartheid;
the retention of control ever the High Commission Territories. At
the same time, there was an acceleration (and a diversification)
of the economic involvement of the major capitalist powers in
South Africa itself. This derived, at one level, from the
particular economic/stretefic relation of South Africa to world
cepitalist development (production of gold, production of uranium)s
SA in this period received massive infrastructural loans (more
from the IBRD than any other country) for gold and uranium sssoc-
iated projects. The "concern" of Britain, the United States,
Western European capital was over whether the Nationalist gnulrﬁf
ment would attempt any "nationalist"™ economic policies; but thli L
was resolved after an intra-Nationalist debate which opened the
door wide to foreign capital in the mid-1950's.

Meanwhile, a slowdown of growth during the 1950's in South Afriél.
coupled with the implementation of apartheid, was generating
escalating levels of populer resistance, organised in the Congress
Alliance, spearheaded by the African National Congress. In 1955
this movement generated a progremme for a radically different form
of society in South Africa, democratic and non-=racial, in the
Freedom Charter. The Freedom Charter argued...and it was in
reflection of the extent to which the proletesriat was dominant in
the resistance...that this democratisation could be schieved only
through nationalisation of the banks and monopoly industry. By
the mid=1950's, this popular movement was beginning to generate

a political challenge to the form of the state in South Africa.
This fact, and the extent to which the movement, through its
working-class base, was beginning to present a direct challenge

to capital, encouraged the initiation of some sort of contingency
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planning, particularly in the United States, in caese the situation

grew out of local “"control®. Both in Britain, and in the United
States, the dominant r--pnﬁ;i was one of support for the status quo
(coupled, perhaps, with increasingly wishful hopes for a United
Party electoral victory); and this response was encouraged by the
"business lobbies" in both countries. (It was in the mid=fifties
that Charles Engelhard begen to lead a concerted penetration of

US capitel into certain profitable mining and manufacturing sectors
in South Africa, and that a specifically Southern African business
lobby began to emerge). At the same time, the US and perhaps the
British, as a secondary response began to search around for an
"extra-parliamentary" base for political restructuring in South
Africa. The US was particularly pushed in this direction by its
need to establish its "anti colonial" credentials in the emerging
African states. Within the State Department these partially
conflicting responses began to become embodied in the emergence

of "Europeanist"™ and "Africaniset" lobbies regarding Southern Africa:
the former refarding SA as the bastion of the "western alliance"

in Southern Africa, the latter regarding the regime as an
embaresssment. The content of the base which the Africanist lobby
encouraged changed from time to time. At one point it seems to
have been conceived as @ "multi-racial” force comprising elements
from the Liberal Party end "moderates™ in the Congress Alliance.

At snother point it seems to have been specifically located in the
PAC. There is in fact a fair amount of evidence that an interaction
of covert US agencies, "Africanist" lobby encouragement, and
Africen quesi-messianiem generated not only PAC activity before and
after Sharpeville, but also the Roberto-led uprising in northern
Angola in 1960.

The period from 1960 to about 1965 wes one of transition. Except
for the short-term failure of confidence in the immediate aftermath
of Sharpeville, capitel began to flow into South Africa at an
increasing rate, both from Britain and the United States (and from
the EEC). This, through the technology that it brought, and its
effects on the balance of payments, began to fuel the massive
economic growth (particularly in manufaeturing) that South Africa
experienced in the 1960's. It also gave the South African state
the means and the confidence to engage in its own inimitable forms
of political restructuring: on the one hand the massive and brutal
repression of the n:tiu! membership of the mass movement of the
1950's, and on the other hand the initiation of the Bantustan

policy and the Urban Council system as a weak "carrot" to black
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moderates. The disjunction in the US between "Europeanist"™ and .
"Africanist" positions, between economic policies and political
posture grew more acute, In 1958 the US for thefirst time did not
veto a resolution concerning SA at the UNj and in the sarly
1960's, claims the notorious Kissinger memo, "the US played a
leading role in the UN in denouncing South Africa's racial
policies. We led the effort to establish,..the UN arms embargo
on South Africa." These conflicting positions could coexist
comparatively easily with regard to South Africa itself: their
problems became more rapidly apparent in the periphery of the
South African region,

The crunch points here were the Congo and Southern Rhodesia,
Between 1960 and 1965 there were certain conflicts in US policy in
the Portuguese territories: while Kennedy refused to put active
pressure on Portugal, CIA covert assistance continued for Roberto.
Meanwhile "controlled decolonisation™ énder British domination

was breaking up the Federation under pressure of African national-
ism, and leading to independence for Zambia and Malawi. But the
US-supported UN intervention in the Congo ran into problems in
Katanga...created by the covert assertion of South Africe and
Southern Rhodesia, (in alliance with reactionary forces in the
traditional colonial powers and the US) of .a "Southern African
role" for the settler states. The suppression of Katangan
secession led in turn to the emergence of a new anti-imperialist
resistance in the Congo, and pulled the United States into direct
military activity in Africa for the first time in 1964-65 (most
notoriously at Stanleyville) to eventually install the CIA-groomed
Mobutu.., just st the same time that the United States was pulled
into massive direct military intervention in Vietnam which would
dominate its foreign policy for nearly a decade...and weaken its
economy vis a vis Europe and Japan., This was the moment(November
1965) at which Smith declared UDI. Evidence from a recent book
suggests that in the period leading up to and following UDI there
was considerable "Europeanist" versus "Africanist™ friction in the
State Department, with the "Africanists" keen for a more inter-
ventionist stance organised by Britain, the US, etc. British
reluctance, the Vietnam question, the criticism which Stanleyville
had generated, and the knowledge of a "Katanga lobby" in Congress
meaat however that the "Europeanists™ dominated policy. The British
were accorded the dominant role with respect to Rhodesia, and

publicly the US marched in step.
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With the Nixon-Kissinger administration there was a further retreat,
Bogged down in Vietnam, the Ynited States wanted to "decentralise"
its responsibilities for nrg.hi:inq the domination of the rule of
capital. This led to a series of policy studies including the
"Kissinger memo"™ (National Security Council Study) on Southern
Africa., This study pointed to the conflicts underlying US
Southern Africa policy:

The aim of present policy is to try to balance our economic,
ecientific and stretegic interests in the white states with
the political interest of dissociating the US from the white
minority regimes and their repressive raciesl policies.
(Objectives which elsewhere in the memo are described as

"in some instances conflicting and irreconcilable").
Decisions have been made &d hoc, on a judgement of benefits
and political coste at a given moment., But the strength of
this policy = its flexibility - is also its weakness.

Policy is not precisely recorded. And because there have
been significant differences of view within the government
es to how much weight should be given to these conflicting
factors in any given instance certain decisions have been
held in suspense 'pending review of the overall policy.'

In moving to rationalise policy, the study and the decisions which
flowed from it represented (a) a bowing to the de facto strength

of the white-ruled regimes in Southern Africa and an accordance,
particularly to South Africa itself, of an increased role in the
whole sub=continent (b) an attempt to detach the "bordering states"
from their activity in support of liberation movements in the
Portuguese colonies, in Zimbabwe and Namibia, and in South Africa,
and to encourage detente with South Africa.

We would take diplomatic steps to convince the black states

of the area that their current liberation and majority rule
aspirations in the south are not attainable by vielence

and that their only hope fora peaceful and prosperous

future lies in closer relations with white-~-dominated states,..
We would give incressed and more flexible aid to black states
in the area to focus their attention on their intersal
development and to give them a motive to cooperate to reduce
tensions,..

These moves towards the "rationalisation™ of policy...and its
rationalisation in a conservative direction, had various effects
at verious levels. With respect to the Portuguese colonies, it
brought (especially after the renewal of the Azores agresement with
Caetano in 1971) much more direct US military support, and enhanced
technical capacity therefore to pursue its colonial wars. In
respect of Rhodesia, the major shift was represented in the Byrd
amendment, though a detailed examination of the dynamics of this
suggests that it resulted from wWhite House permissiveness towards
the activity of an extremely narrow special interest oroup. In
respect of Namibia, the US had already supported a UN resolution
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denouncing South Africa's occupation as illegal, and in 1970

announced it would discourage investment in the area., At the same
time, it must have been US pressures (coupled with other relasted
pressures, British, and from South African multi-nationals) which
led to a relatively declining (or at least not rapidly increasing)
commitment from relevant African states to the liberation struggle
in the South, The Lusaka Manifesto of 1969, though affirming its
commitment to armed struggle, is in fact a cautious document
looking for "peaceful ways out™: in Namibia through the UN, in
Rhodesia, through & resumption by Britain of "colonial responsi-
bility"™. The section on South Africa does not mention armed struggle,
but only UN actions towards isolation,

Towards South Africa in thie period there was an increasingly
liberal interpretation by the US of the arms embargo, and in

1971=2 a reversal of a 1964 Eximbenk policy to provide only medium-
term loans of five years maximum duration. Ideologically, there
was an increased dissemination both in Britain and the US of the
"Oppenheimer thesis™, the argument that, left to itself politicelly,
and its economic growth fostered by foreign capital, apartheid
would dissolve automatically. Of couree this hardly accorded with
the facte: the fact that the economic boom on the contrary
provided the South African stebe with the means for maximising
repression, implementing apartheid to the full through in particular
the development of the contract labour/labour bureaux/Bantustan
system. For both political and economic reasons, South Africa
correspondingly pursued detente in Southern Africa politically,

to contain the liberation movements, and economicelly, to generate
the economies of scale on the basis of which further accumulation
(particularly in amnufactoring) could proceed. Americans doing
business in SA, wrote a symptomatic article in US News and World
Report in 1968, "are looking forward to the day when South Africa
will be the industrial and financial hub of the whole continent.,..
American business here wants to be in on the ground floor when the
political climate eases and SA exports can move more freely in
Africa."”™ Such "constructive engagement™ found its supporters in
Britain: and its assumptions are in fact reflected in the results
of the 1973/4 Parliamentary Enquiry into British Companies in

South Africa and subsequent government policy én this question,

This period of US (and, in line with it, British) policy came to an
end not with the wave of working class action which:swept Namibia
and South Africa from 1972, nor with the Portuguese coup and the
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transition to FRELIMO and MPLA rule in the Portuguese colonies. 1In
this period it was the Enuﬁgﬁﬁfrinan state which was being
encouraged to accelerate ite activities as the guarantor of capital-
ist relations in the sub-continent; Vorster, with the ground
prepared by Oppenheimer, initiated the first talks between Smith
and the nationalists in 1974~5, Vorster was indirectly under
pressure to set up the Turnhalle talks in Namibia. The new period
has been initiated by the failure of the South Africaen intervention
in Angola, and by the uprisings in Soweto etc in South Africa in
1976. The "Kissinger memo" cannot be interpreted simply as a
reflection of a trensition from one President to another: it was
& response to the real dynamice of the Southern African situation
by the US state in terms of the real interests of the US state.
Likewise the new period cannot be interpreted in terms of the
replacement in the US of Ford by Carter: the current Anglo-
American initistives sre a new mode within which a historicelly
consistent set of objectives are being pursued, a new mode
necessitated by the situation in Southern Africe itself.

2. THE CURRENT PERIOD IN UNITED STATES AND BRITISH SOUTHERN AFRICAN
POLICY

The failure of the South African intervention in Angola forced the
United States to move in to "pick up the pieces™ and attempt a
stabilisation. The South Africans appear to have believed the US
would come to their militeary sssistancej but the emergence in the
US Congress (strengthened vis a vis the Executive in the post
Watergate situation) of a bloc supporting the "Africanist™ stence,
and countering the "Katanga cum Rhodesia/southern plus steel prode
ucing™ Europeanist lobby) was one of the impediments to this,
Kissinger's eim, with South African diplomatic credibility destroyed,
was to pressurise a settlement in Rhodesia (and, hopefully, in
Nemibia) which would take place on the most conservative lines
possible in a situation where the liberation movements strength was
vastly increased by the existence of two new supportive base -areas
(Mozambique and Angola). At this stage Kissinger made no departure
from pnlic; rhetoric towards South Africa iteelf from the guidelines
of the 1969 memo: his April 1976 speech in Lusaka confined itself
to a plea for ending "institutionalised inequality of the races"

in South Africa, rather than calling for "majority rule"™ as was

the demand for Zimbabwe. While Kissinger was pursuing his shuttle
diplomecy, however, the uprising of Soweto and elesewhere erupted.
And, once the conference had been established in Geneva, it fell
rapidly apart: Smith used it as an opportunity to try and launch
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a surprise offensive against Mozambique, and the liberation movement
withdrew over the cpucial issue of the control of power in the
transitional period. Those events have sstablished the framework
for the current policy initiatives.

The impression created in the present round is of an attempt by the
British government to prevent an "escalated™ US intervention which
is concerned with South Africa as well as Rhodesia and Namibia,

A recent repert (June) in the Financial Times made the claim that

a settlement in Rhodesia was regarded by both Callaghan and Owen

as a priority sesond only to domestic economic policy in order to
convince the United States thet "moderate" (sic) solutions were
possible in Southern Africa. The message wee clear: that it was the
nature and level of the interests of Bpitish capital in the South
Africen esconomy itself which wae dictating such a strategy

towards South Africa's "peripheries". To "contain" these areas
within a moderate form of politicel restructuring might ease the
pressure on the South African regime itself. That this is the
position of the British government seems to be confirmed by a
speech made by the British Ambassadar in South Africa in March:
Britain, he said, found itgelf left with "very little ammunition"”
to defend itself against l.':I.n.l:m"ut international criticism™ that it
was"leaning over backwardse™ to Gefend South Afriecan internal
policies:

Unless you can give ue more ammunition we may not be able to
go on doing so., What form this ammunition takes is not for us
to say, but I have to warn you that the stocks ere running
perilously low... As evidence of our goodwill we have thought
it right to take a line in the United Nations which has brought
down much criticism on us from the world st large. The only
four occasions on which Britain has exercised the veto in the
Security Council during the life of the present government -
8 Labour Government - has been in support of South Africa...
The need for friends in & troubled world has perhaps never
been greater for all of us than it is today. But friendship
is a two-way affair and sometimes it has to be worked for.
(The Star Weekly, 26/3/1977)

The British Ambassador pointed out, moreover, that Britain spoke
up for South Africa because “"we have so many interests in common
with you, which we want to maintain if possible.”

It is these anxieties on the part of the British goveroment which
explain why Britain has come, during and since the Geneva conference,
to be "compelled™ to play such an active diplomatic role in the
recent settlement strategy in Rhodesia. At the same time, these
anxieties are misplaced, though, from the British point of view,
conveniently misplaced. Indeed, since the inception of the



page 75
Carter Presidency, United States policy has appeared to call for
rather more serious "reford@™ in South Africa than were implied in
196B=1974 period, The Kissinger memo stated that pre-1968 US policy
towards South Africa sought |

progress towards majority rule through political arrangements
which guarantee increasing participation by the whole
population, Tangible evidence of such progress has been
considered a precondition for improved US relations with the
white states.

Such "tangible evidence" was taken to include

Eliminate job reservation and abolish pay differentials based
on race. Recognise African labour unions as bargaining unitas.
Abolish pass laws and repressive security legislation. Move
towards franchise for non-whites,

After 1968 the objectives were shifted

To encourage this change in white attitudes, we would indi-
cate our willingness to accept political arrangements short
of guaranteed progress towards majority rule, provided that
they assure broadened political participation in some form by
the whole population.

It was the "progress towards majority rule" mandate that eppeared

to have been reinserted by the Carter administration, particuiarly

in statements by Andrew Young. Mowever it is essential to realise
the context of this. Wwhat seems to have happened in the Nixon-

Ford period is that the "Africanist" group, deprived of a direct
linkage to policy-formation began to develop a Congressional lobby
which, in the post Vietnam, post-watergate conditions of a changed
Executive-Congressional balance, was able to intervene in the new
Southern Africen situation in such forms as (a) curbing the provi-
sion of US funds to anti-MPLA forces in Angola (b) secure the

repeal of the Byro amendment. It was this lobby which Andrew Young
came to "represent"™ within the Carter administration...thus restoring
the Africanist role in policy=formation, but by no means constituting
it as a determinative one., What the rhetoric of the initial Carter
period has therefore temporarily concealed is the objective bases

on which US policy towards South Africa must be and is determined.

These objective bases are clearly spelt out in the Kissinger memo,
Against the "political embarrasment" of South Africe in US pursuit
of an African policy are set the economic and strategic interests

of the US:

US direct investment in southern Africa, mainliy in South Africa,
is ebout 1 billion dollars and yields a highly profitable
return., Trade, again mainly with South Africa, runs a
favourable balance to the US, (Our exports to South Africa
were about 450 million dollars in 1968 against imports of 250
million dollars). In addition, the US has direct economic
interests in the key role which South Africa plays in the UK
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balance of payments., UK investment in South Africa

is :urrantlf estimated at 3 billion dollars, and the Hritiah
have made it clear that they will take no action which would
Jeopardize their economic interests. The US has an important
interest in the orderly marketing of South Africa's gold
production which is important to the successful operation of
the two-tier gold price system,

Strategically, the situation is summed up as the existence of a
"geographically important area" which has "major ship repairs and

logistics facilities which can be useful to our defence forces".

Have there been any changes in these interests since 19687 Both
economically and strategically, this needs to be assessed in terms
of (a) the special and particular interests of the United States
(b) the more general interests and role of the United States in

the preservation of Western capitalist interests. Since 1968 the
volume of United States investment and of trade with South Africa
has increased substantially,..though it is importatnt to note that
since 1974 the US appears to be being replaced as second to Britain
in these respects by West Germany. However it is important to note
the changing character of this particuiar economic interest,
associated with the changing condition of the South African economy,
By the end of the 1960's, the South African boom was beginning to
display its contradictions: inflation, rising unemployment, and a
tendency to a crisis in the balance of payments. Export production
did not increase in volume terms in mining and agriculture, and
there was no "breakthrough" into foreign markets for manufacturing.
Meanwhile the growth of manufacturing created a high propensity to
import in that sphere. The problems were staved off initially by
inflows of direct investment, and then by the rise in the gold
price. But declining profits slowed down inflows of direct invest-
ment which were compensated (largely on the basis of the security
of the gold price) by an increasing search by the stete and private
capital im South Africa for indirect flows in the form of loans,
Much of this loan inflow went into infrastructural investment
intended to show a payoff in production and exports only in the
1980's. With the decline in the gold price South Africa suddenly
appeared, therefore, as massively overborrowed with the effect that
loan inflows began to dry up and a latent balance of payments crisis
has become acutely manifested. Simultaneously, the South Africen
regime has been faced with an escalated momentum of resistance,
leading from the mass strikes of 1972-3 into a series of prolonged
and bitter trade union recognition disputes and into the uprising
of Soweto, and the political general strike of August and September

1976. Numerous grievances underlay this resistance but central
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factors involved have been rising living costs and rising unemploy-
ment. However, in order to secure IMF credits to tide the situation
over, the South African state has been forced to pursue a2 policy of
economic stringency, deepening rather than easing the recession.
Declining profitability, coupled with continued "political
instability™ has meant an increasingly cautious approach by foreign
investors. In the medium-term, these problems for the South African
economy cannot but persist. The "way out" envisaged by South African
economic decision-makers depends crucially on a recovery in world
trade and the stimulus that this would provide to South Africa's
export production., This entails expanded exports of minerals, with
coal and base metals added to the "traditional" gold and diamonds,
and exports of beneficiated ore (ferrochrome, ferromanganese). The
"special" interests of US capital in South Africa reflect this
situation: they are (a) the existing stake in menufacturing industry
(b) the loan stake of US banks (c) the increasing US investment in
base mineral production and beneficistion in South Africa (and
Rhodesia). A number of surveys made in the US have also pointed to
the stratedic significance of SA production of base minerals
because of the percentage of SA production and reserves in numerous
such raw materials; though at least one recent survey has questioned
this. (These special economic considerations also apply, by and
large, to British and European investment in South Africa, though
with specific modifications in each case).

In more general terms, it is the"™indirect economic interest" of
the US, as the continued major guarantor of world capitalist
relations, which remain crucial howeverj i.e. (a) South Africa's
role in the production of the capitalist world's money-commodity
(b) the role of South African trade in the UK balance of payments
situation, These factors are the objective constraint on the
"competition” of capitalist powers (UK, US, Germany, etc) in
Southern Africa. They are most vociferously expressed (as the
Kissinger memo indicated) by the British government, but this

sub jective expression reflects the real constraints imposed by

capital.

Strategically, the terms in which United States (and, correspondingly,
NATO )have seen South Africa have undergone subtle alterations. In

the 1950's, the very military dominance of the US made the consider-
ations ourely "Cold War" ones: South Africa was the lynchpin in

the South Atlantic of the anti-Soviet alliance. The reassertion of

inter=capitalist competition at the level of states (eg the French
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acquisition of nuclear weapons) inaugurated the gradual transition
towards US-Soviet "detente" (ie towards the limitation of the forms
.of confrontation, rather than the abolition of such confrontation).
The simultaneous emergence of "detente™ in this sense, and of
intensified political competition between states placed South Africa
in the 1960's in a better position of manoeuvre. With the US-
British arms embargo, South Africa turned to other states, princi-
pally France, for arms supolies. In the 1968-74 period there were
attempts by the US and Britain to relax the arms embargo which
were defeated, principally by the Commonwealth, Since 1974 there
have been two significant alterations in the strategic parameters
determining US=British policy. Firstly, the Soviet Union has,
because of its support fér the liberation struggles in the
Portuguese colonies and other factors, scquired a greater measure
of influence in Southern Africa. This became particularly manifest
in the solidarity action of the Cuban regime in support of the MPLA
against South African intervention in Angola, and the logistical
support given to this by the Soviet Union. what was particularly
important here was that, despite the sabre-rattling of Kissinger,
the US was not in a position to challenge "detente™ by coming
directly to the aid of the South African forces. Secondly, South
Africa had been able to manipulate inter-capitalist competition
(in this case via West Germany) to acquire a nuclear cepability.

It is highly significant both that preparations for a SA nuclear
test in the Kalahari were first spotted by Soviet reconnaisance,
and that the United States, Britain, and France very rapidly
associated themselves with the condemnation of this attempt to
extend the "nuclear club™, These two factors, however, are import=-
ant in understanding both the urgency and the problem of the
current Anglo-American strategy in Southern Africa.

What exists, in other words, is a situation where (a2) in Zimbabwe
and to a lesser extent Namibia the form of the state is under
serious but not decisive challenge from popular resistance, and in
South Africa there are also continued popular challenges of an as
yet more limited nature (b) the Smith regime cannot deal with these
on its own in Zimbabwe (c) the political possibility for an
"unreformed” South Africa to play a major role in securing a political
restructuring in Zimbabwe is (unlike the period of the Kissinger
initiative) highly problematic...though the extent to which it has
built up a military force in Namibia gives it a de facto role there
(d) neither the United States nor Britain can afford to undertake

8 unilateral military role in Zimbabwe or Namibia... though the
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French, in the Zaire escapade, signalled that they saw for themselves

a share in the Southern African "sphere of influence".

The White Paper on the Rhodesian settlement represents the level-

at which.the "problems" of the settlement have been resolved...and
the level at which they remain unresolved. Without analysing it in
detail, it is clear that its major intention is to establish terms

on which a political restructuring can occur without any damage to
private property relations: it is a blueprint for the perpetuation
and expansion of the process of capital accumulation in an inde-
pendent Zimbabwe. As such it is an attempt to constrain and limit
the rights of the people of Zimbabwe to self-determination, rights
which include the right to determine the character of the property
retation. The problem for the Anglo-American strategy is: how can
this restructuring be guaranteed in a political-military fashion,
This, it would appear, is that the "diplomacy" of the last few months
has been concerned with, This diplomacy can, however, be read in
two ways. At face value, or at one level below face value, it seems
to have involved considerable arm-twisting of various types by the
United States to push African states into a greater involvement in the
guaranteeing of the settlement which has, correspondingly, meant
concedémg of a much enlarged and more secure military and political
role in the transitional and post-=independence period to the Patriot-
ic Front, Pushed to its "extreme", a scenario exists for the
replacement of most of Smith's army by a liberation-=force derived
(plus some independently-trained refugee Zimbabwean) .army, under the
euspices of a "return to legality"™ administered by Britain and the
UN, and policed by a UN "peacekeeping force" whose core might well

be Nigerian,

These negotiations, and the corresponding negotiations occurring
over Namibia, cannot however be viewed in isolation from the
situation of South Africa. Even at the diplomatic level this is
evident, The current period of negotiation has been accompanied by
an escalated US rhetoric demanding "reforms"™ in South Africa, and

e rhetoric about the possibility of creating intensified pressure
(sanctions meesures) to achieve those reforms. Correspondingly,
the spokesmen for the South African state have, by and large,
adopted an increasingly defiant tone towards the United States in
particular., These spokesmen have clearly and explicitly steted
that they are concerned to secure a political restructuring in
Zimbabwe and Namibia but (like the British government) they are
clearly concerned that this should occur on terms which (a) represent
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"moderation™ and (b) ease the pressure on South Africa, This has
specific implications for the policy positions which they are taking
up with r-nn.;t to Zimbabwe, and for the current domestic practice
of the South African state. With regard to the former, the South
Africans are clearly unwilling to see a settlement in which the
ma jor role of guarantor is being played by African states unless
this represents an ultimate return to a modified form of the
1968=74 position, ie a situation in which the capitalist powers
accord the role of major guarantor of capitalist relations in
Southern Africa to South Africea in a role of senior partner in an
"African detente™, But this involves, because of the African and
other pressures on the United States and Britain, & level of
"cosmetic" changes in South Africa sufficient to restore a level of
respectability to South Africa's imege. In other words, and this
is the deeper level of the current diplomacy, the form and
possibilities for settlement on the Southern African periphery are
crucially linked with the internal political and economic dynamics
of South Africa itself,

Here it is clear that the United States and even, to some extent,
Britain, have since 1975«6 been searching once again for a "third
force" in South Africa, a political bese on which a moderate
political restructuring could occur. ' The objective realities of
South Africa make this, however, a much more difficult proposition
than in the periphery. 1In "parliamentary"™ and "business™ terms,

the major trends in the last couple of years have been (a) an attempt
to reconstitute a parliamentary opposition on a broad base, (b)
various attempts to assert a more "political" role for businessmen
«sefrom the formation of the Urban Foundation, the reorientation of
the South African Foundation to internal propagandising, the
suggestions of Wassenaar for some form of "technocratic" government,
In both cases the aim has been to secure de facto political alliances
into the black community on the basis of an assertion of the values
of a "free enterprise"™ economy. All such endeavours have been a
dismal failure: the parliamentary opposition (as in the period
around Sherpeville) has instead fragmented (and Vorster has

therefore shrewdly called an election, which represents a simultaneous
assertion of the legitimacy of the political institutions of South
Africa vis a vis "technocratic"/™business lobby" politics. The
economic and political carrots which have been mobilised for the
black petty-bourgeoisie have been minimal in the extreme, and have
bogged down for the moment in a series of bureaucratic conflicts

(eg over extension of home-ownership), Moreover, the policies which
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have been advocated by the various elements in this spectrum do not

represent in any meaningful sense a dismantling of apartheid.

Insofar as a "position™ has developed in this respect, it is
ideoclogically a substitution for apartheid of the concept of "plural=-
iemY, politically a substitution for Bantustans of the concept of

a "federation", and economically would perpetuate the key institu-
tions of apertheid (pass laws, influx control, restriction of the
rights of workers to organise and strike, lack of universal franchise

in a single Parliament).

The alternative "third force™ has been seen as an "extres-parliamentary”
one, rooted on one hand in the black consciousness movement, and

on the other hand (though this is lees evident) in elements of the
trade union movement that has emerged recently. Quite deliberately,
cynically, and brutally, the South Africen state has, since

Soweto, and on an escalating scale, set sbout supressing any
possibilities for the coeslition of such elements into a viable

"third force".

To the extent that such "third forces" expose their fragility, or
suffer repression, the United States and Britain have been, and are,
forced back into dealing with the real constraints in the situation,
A recent article in the South African press treced, for example,

the "taming™ of Andrew Youngs

Shortly after President Jimmy Carter took office, it was
suggested in some circles that intense US pressure on South
Africa would only be short-term...period of adjustment and

a year at the most...There seems to be truth in the view that
pressure would be short=lived. The stance taken by UN Ambassador
Andrew Young has already changed considerably in recent months.
He 1s now less radicel in his approach, more tolerant of white
South Africa and more low key. This has almost been admitted
by Foreign Minister Pik Botha...After taking office this year
Young categorically told a Press Conference in New York that
blacks will probably be sdministering South Africa in less than
five years...He then stated that a timetable had to be set

80 that majority rule could be introduced within 18 months to
four years. In March Young said he would back a mandatory arms
embargo against South Africa. This was followed by a more

rash statement that he was in favour of a Swedish resolution

to ban all future investment in the Republic...Then came the
point that almost led to a breakdown in relations between the
two countries: Young by implication accused the South African
Government of being "illegitimate",,.Meanwhile, relations were
further strained when it was announced that Mr Young would visit
SA while the Vorster-Mondale talks were on the go...Ironically
the visit iteelf, coupled with the Viennes talks, were

probably the turning point in US-~SA relations. While stating
that he would like to see a repetition in SA of the US civil
rights strategy, Mr Young stood down on his previous majority
rule demand, He astounded most of his local audiences with
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his powerful and committed support for the free enterprise
system and a moderate political approach,...Mr Young was
furthermore surprisingly optimistic sbout South Africe's
future, saying that while Mr Vorster appeared uncompromising
now, he would probably quietly introduce new chandges. He
nevertheless explained that he fully appreciated the genuine
fears of whites...What have been the positive developments since
Vienna? Shortly after the talks President Carter told a
group of American publishers thet the US would not try to
overthrow the SA Government,..Mr young then told a House of
Representatives International Relations Committee hearing
that progress could be made if Washington made a concerted
effort to work closely with Mr Vorster. He even dismissed
the need for an arms embargo saying that "it would only be
seen by the South Africens as provocetion",..In an extreordin-
ary interview with Playboy, Mr Young said that he had great
respect for Mr Vorster as a politician, end added that white
South Africa needed him (Andy Young) to help it deal with the
blacks..."the only way the whites can syrvive is if they are
willing to modify their system to involve blacks in the
decision-making and economic participetion",..Perhaps it
-would be fair to say that = apart from the Bhodesian issue -
he has now succeeded in establishing e new and promising
repport with South Africa. If this is indeed the case,
relations between the US and South Africs may soon be
normalised agein., (Financial Gazette, 9/9/1977)

In other words, Young has been forced back, through the mustering

of South African power in internal repression, and threugh
manosuvring with regard to its role in the Zimbabwe settlement,

into acknowledging the primacy ef the paerticualr and gensral inter-
ests of the United States in ths existing system in South Africa.
The South Africans, in their turn, appear to concede the possibility
of the Patrietic Front coming to power in Zimbabwe, provided that
the heat continues to be removed from South Africa. Botha's most
recent statement at present available (FT September 19th, 1977)
emphasises that "It is completely counter-productive to hold a
sword when you are trying to get the cooperation of people. There
is a point beyond which we cannot be pushed, and that point has
Just now been reached...Britain was attempting to use South Africa
to exert pressure on Rhodesia becsuse she was unwilling to use her
own power."™ Meanwhile, in calling an election while the parliament-
ary opposition is disorganised, Vorster will demonstsate that the
character of the cosmetic greforms (in particular the farce of the
separate Coloured and Indian "cabinete in subordination to a white
cabinet, etc) will be undertaken on his terms, and not those of

the internal "reformist™ groups.

At present the British government, in fact, is emerging as the major
advocate of this position held by Vorster. In parallel with these
cosmetic political reforms, there has been external pressure for

certain cosmetic reforms in "industrial relations™. Both these
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matters are of course under consideration by the Wiehahn and Riekert
Commissions. The adoption recently, at British initietive, of an
EEC code of conduct for companies operating in South Africa must
be seen in this light., uwith the demand for mejority rule now
removed from the rhetoric of US strategy, certain concessions can
be pushed for of an "in-factory kind", Indeed this Code of Conduct
is tougher and better spelt out then either the previous British
code of conduct, or the corresponding US provisions: this is the
product of the momentum of class struggle in South Africa at this
point, At the same time, (as was the cese in the earlier adoption
of codes of conduct) the broadening of this approach to European
capital is a specific response by the British to the building
momentum of the disinvestment campaign en South Africa. As the FT
reported, “"the British Government is not alone...in believing that
the Community should exercise prudence in drawing up any farther
measures ((such as limits on Government aid for exports to South
Africe, measures to restriet new investments)) and that at this
stage it is wiser to hold the threat of such actions in reserve
rather than to try to implement them immedistely. Britain is clearly
concernell that a resort to more direct pressure could jeoperdise
the chances of obtaining Pretoris cooperastion in securing a
Rhodessian settlement. Moreover, like other EEC countries with
substantiel commercial investments in South Africa, it is cautious
about risking inflicting an unacceptable degree of demage on them."

(21/9/77).

3. THE IMPLICATIONS

At present it is still unclear whether or net the Anglo=American
strategy will lead te a "settlement"™ in Rhodesis or Namibia. Wwhat
is clear, however, is (2) the terms and implicetions of such a
settlement for Sputh Africa itself. In respect of the periphery,
the settlement would be secured at the expense of limiting the self-
determination of the peoples of Zimbabwe and Namibia, and in
particular limiting the self-expression of the working cleass and
poor peasantry. Equally, as the British govermnment in particular
has made clear, the settlement of the periphery would give a
breathing space to capitel in South Africe...whose major foreign
advocate is currently the British government (in consequence of the
level of British involvement in South Africa). Wwhatever the
character of the coemetic refiorms which are suggested or even
introduced in South Africa, a trajectory determined by the settlement
in the periphery is likely to have certain similarities to the post-
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Sharpeville period. A recovery from the present recession, as has
been suggested, will involve in the first place a relative shift
of accumulation (and of employment) from the sectors of manufact-
uring to thése of mining, the most repressive sectors of the South
African economy. The restoration of profitable levels of accumulation
in manufacturing will necessitate a repression of the present levels
and forms of struggle of the South African working class. In other
words the South African state, by attempting to eliminate the most
radical form-of a potential base for political restructuring (black
consciousness, some forms oftrade union) is posing to United States
and British capital the struggle as it really is: a struggle of
capital against labour, and of the support for the existing form
of the state as opposed to support for a libesation movement serving
the interests of the working class.

~ Martin _Legassick
COLD WAR COMES TO AFRICA
The recent French intervention _ —
in Zaire's mineral-rich Shaba 1964
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through “peace-keeping forces” began in| Presiden >
nﬁdJLb; wanted by the Congolese| barely 42 hours earlier in
Government of Prime Minister Patrice | The _
Lumumba, as a means of getting Belgian | surgents (led by former Foreign Minister
troops out and by UN member states as a | Jean Hilaire Aubame, who had already
means of preventing both anarchy and | set
the escalation of the situation into a cold- | rule the country) made up
war confrontation. The UN military con- | Jjunior army and police officers and the
tingents were to remain in the Congo for| French troops doomed Aubame’s short-
four years, and at one time numbered | lived regime.

20,000 UN soldiers. A high-point of the in- | by
tervention was the UN offensive against | mutual defence treaty, but it was
the two-year-old Belgian-backed Katanga | that France
Government at the end of 1962, thereby | request from
breaking the back of secession in Katanga| Which at that time was, of course, led by
(now the province of Shaba). M. Aubame.

2
s §
!
:
1
3

:

i
4




page B85

-;tm‘_qqmuomd by French p-rm

 NOVEMBER  1964: Belgian and
: backed by White

American

mercenaries, fight the rebels in
Stanleyville (Kisangani) in Zaire (former-
ly _Cmcu‘l whose leadership becomes
divided. Holding of European hostages by
the rebels (a repeat process after the 1960
outbreaks when a number of Europeans
were killed) [and killings of

APRIL 1969: The French undertake an
active military role in Chad at the request
of the Chad Government. This role con-

independence Tombalbaye - angered by
French direct dealings with the Toubou

six months later (in March 1976) - with

AP —— e e . u R .

the rebel threat continuing unabated -
Gen. Malloum had no choice but to renew
| the defence pact with France.

l 1870

NOVEMBER 1970: Guinea reported an
invasion by mercenaries (that tumed out

1977

APRIL 1977: France intervened on the
side of the Zaire Government at President
Ithough no French

who led the attacks against rebels in



Zaire’s Shaba province. However 65 non-
combatant French troops were reported to
hnwbemmgnpdmﬂnZuumm
ment offensive against the rebels - nndtn
be ex-Katangese.

APRIL 1977: Belgium airlifted light arms

to Zaire, backed by a $15m. gmnttnhut
of “non-lethal” supplies by the US.
Belgian military aid was the first to arrive
in support of President Mobutu.

JULY 1977: France again intervened in
Chad by sending warplanes to help the
government fight off a rebel threat in the
north. The intervention was confirmed by
French Foreign Minister de Guiringaud
during a later visit to the Ivory Coast.
OCTOBER 1977: France sent troop
reinforcements to its military base at
Ouakam, close to Senegal’s capital Dakar,
in its first military moves in connection
with the abduction of eight French

mlnuhhygmrﬂlunfthtl’d.-m'

fg for the independence of
shara. The same day French
lnlennm announced that a special
parachute commando unit had been put
on full alert to leave for Mauritania,
where the eight had been captured. Ten

Jaguar fighter-bombers were later said to

have been moved into Mauritania and
rmlt-glhgtlunthnchlhnwith

Polisario in December.
OCTOB 1977: West sent
~crack com units to u to

ﬁuhnﬂaphﬂdmlhlﬂhmm
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FEBRUARY-MARCH 1978: Cuban
mldm backed hy Ruuln mihtujf

French military aid. At least two French

officers were reported killed in the clashes

and a French pilot killed in missile attack

on his aircraft. Protests against French

MAY 1978: France intervened in

Mauritania to back up Mauritanian
attacks.

fighter-

column

for the

where

to be

paratroopers to

i Shaba

2,000

reported trapped in

who wanted the over-

Seko's

called in

hqmln

Europeans

from Kolwezi and largely clearing the

landed troops in

ﬂthend coincidentally at a Franco-
African summit in Paris ®

New African July 1978



codes of conduct

February 1977 $ Sulliven Manifesto

July 1977 . t SACC Code of Conduct

September 1977 : EEC Code of Conduct

November 1977 : Urban Foundation/Saccola Code of Conduct
May 1978 t ICFTU Code of Conduct .,
September 1978 1 TUCSA Code

The sbove is an incomplete list of the contagious rash of codes that
have invaded South Africa in the last 18 months. What has led to
the eruption of this dissase?

The codes are business' reply to thres kinds of demands being made
upon it, The first one comes in an overt form: A. the sccusation
is that busimess in South Africa is a co=conspirator in apartheid
because it does not challenge the status quo. The most radical
demand being made is that of disinvestment. This attack thus
includes a challenge to the continued presence of foreign business
in South Africa. The second attack is more subtle: B. the unrest
of the masses in South Africa as exemplified by the strikes in

1973 and Soweto 1976 raises the question - is investment secure?

C: the third relates to new demands arising in the South African
sconomy in general and the structure of industrial relations in
particular.

A. In March 1973 Adem Raphasl published a stunning series of
articles in the Guardian exposing the conditions of bleck workers
working for British subsidiaries in South Africa (for which he won
the Journalist of the Year Award). This signified a new era in

the struggle waged against foreign investment in South Africa. The
debats expanded from issues such es trade sanctions and disinvest-
ment (most prominent in the USA) to include debate now on conditions
of workers in factories belonging to foreign companies. Thi debate
now moved not only to include the role of foreign capital im the
maintenance of the system in general, but moved to incorporate the
role of individual companies in their own particular factories in

the maintenance of the status quo. Although many pressure groups
have used the demning evidence of conditions of workers in these
factories as féarther evidence to renew their calls for disinvestment,
other groups have seized upon the evidence as a means of limiting

the debate on the role of foreign investment and on the social
responsibility of corporations to that of the employment practices
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of business in South Africa. In other words, if the chief indict-
ment of business in general can be said to be that of discrimination
and inequality within sach factory, then elimination of these
conditions means an absolution of these companies and a justification
of their continued presence tn South Africa. Hence it no longer
matters whether you are producing arms as long as you are not
"exploiting™ your workers. The rise of the school of "Constructive
Engagement™ falls within these paremeters. The codes of conduct,
in that they are primarily devoted to the remedying of inequality
on the workshop floor, can be seen as a means to limit the debate

on the implications of the role of business in South Africa and
| hence to justify foreign investment and the continustion of the
"free enterprise™ system here. The debate now becomes one of
whether or not you are a good employer.

This response is not merely to mitigste the effects of pressure
groups outside the country, but to ensure the prospects of invest-
ment in other parts of the world, in Africa in particudidr; the
compeny has a reputation to maintain, or it will lose businesss!

Bs. It is noteworthy that the nuduu_ur Conduct, the Urban Fnundlyinn.
etc, all appeared in the aftermath of the Sowste revolts. These
revolts, directed so strongly against the conditions of sxistence
. in the ghsttos; could not but point ocut business ss one of the
culpable ﬁ-rtn-rl in the maintenance and furtherance of poverty in
South Africa. But this fact, after the exposures throughout the
1970's, was common knowledge. The probleam that Sowsto 1976
presented was the fact that the continued maiatenance of a population
at near-starvation levels plus the continued frustration of the
aspirations of a would-be black middle-class could lead to s
dangerous and explosive alliance between the workers and this black
middle-class. Not only does the potential volatility of this
alliance threaten the security of investment in South Africa, but
it could lead to chenges of a far more radical kind, that could
potentially disrupt the operation of the fﬁil enterprise system
iteself. The record of the operation eof this system ("free enterprise®)
in South Africe is hardly a stunning advertisement for the
continued existence of that system here! Thus the effect of the
codes must be seen as an attempt to, firstly, remove the most
blatant and glaring aspects of conflict on the workshop floorj
secondly, to seduce am lipirint black middle-class (supervisors,
managers,ppofessionals, etc) away from an alliasnce with the
labouring force, and; thirdly, to begin to create a black labour
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aristocrecy (ie, skilled workers, as well as certain categories
of semi-gkilled labour).

C. Finally, the codes are a response to changes ﬁ:nurrinq within
the South African economy, es well as to changes occurring within

the system of industrial relations in South Africa.

Meny a company in the last year or so, has bleated out the pious
statement that their employment practices go far beyond the require-
ments of the code. In some aspects this has an element of truth,
and one thinks of the provision of fringe benefits and the advances
made in training and opening @p of new employment oppertunities.

In other respacts, especially as resgards provisions for adequate
smployee repressentation, the reverse is true. WNevertheless,
psrticularly as regards black advencement, a certein amount of
progress is being made. This is a result of changes eoccurring in
the production processes in the South Africen sconomy. There is a
marked grewth in demand for semi-gkilled operators which cennot be
adequately met by the aveilable white labour force. Blacks simply
have to be treined to fill these positions. Coupled with this demand
for semi-skilled labour is a noticeable increase in thecdeskilling
of certain jobs, is certain jobs, given the changing nature of

the technology invelved in production, sre too skilled and their

Job content has to be diluted.

This necessity has provided business with s golden opportunity to
progressively advance blacks into several semi-skilled jobs that
were once consolidated into one skilled operation and the exclusive
domein of a whits skilled operator, Thus two birds are being

killed with one stone: raciel discrimination is being erased, ie
blecks are being promoted, but not into exactly the same job as the
white man (thus preventing the "white backlesh™), whilst at ths seme
time meesting the changing demands of the production process for

more semi-gkilled labour. Further study needs to be done on the
relationship between black sdvancement and the demands for labour

in other categories of jobs that are not only semi-skilled jobs.

It would appear that business, in pursuing the issue of black
advancement, is following its own enlightened self-=interest.

Hence one can expect that the black advancement clauses of the codes
will be one of the most highly publicised aspects.

One of the mest contentious issues raised by the codes is that of

employee representation. The Sullivan code does not even bring
up the issuej the Saccola/Urban Foundation code is so ambiguous
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that it would endorse anything from a lisison committee to a trade
union; whilst the EEC code backs trade unions. This confusion i;

a reflection of the ambiguity which business in general has about
the organization of a black labour force. It is certainly okay for
mamagement to decide what is gdod for the employee ( the codes of
conduct being a perfect example of unilateral management decision-
meking), but it is another question of permitting employees to
degide on the content and the boundaries of what is deemed to be
"in the employees interests". One view is that if one permits

the orgenisation of the work-force, the latter will become
uncontrollable - a "look-what-happened-to-Britein™ response.
Another visw is that a~worker organisstion is unnecessary if manage-
ment 1s genuinely interested in the well-being of its employses

= the "happy-family"™ response. A more sophisticated response

is the argument for the necessity of a worker-oegenisation, se that
decisions become legitimised and the work-force has predictebility
with its own in-built "prefect® system, The 1973 strikes and the
continuing labour unrest has neverthsless sent management grubbing
around like & flea in s fit for new ways of ordering industrial
relations, drooling at the mouth for the hallowed pronouncements

of the Wieheahn Commission, The lack of clarity about the most
desirable system of industrisl relations is refelected in the
ambiguity present in the different codes, and which constitutes

the Achilles heel of these codes. At this stage, business is still
very much in a defensive position as regards worker orgenisation,
as opposed to other clauses in the codes where they are very much on
the affensive. Nevertheless, the cudgel which Wiehahn is likely to
present to them will no doubt do much to alleviate much of their
ill-gase.

In conclusion to this section then, the codes must be seen as a
response to three issues affecting business in South Africe today:
(a) the threat of disinvestment (b) the threat of political unrest,
involving an alliance of the black middle-class with the labour
force (n} the necessity to restructure the labour process and the
system of industrail relations in South Africa, At the present,
because there is still so much confusion surrounding the topic of
industrial relations, the latter is the weakest point of business
offensive - this does not mean that it will remain that way within

the next two years or so.

From the analysis above, I have implied that the codes cannot &

merely be seen as a "window-dressing”™ charade. If the codes were
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only an attempt to Jjustify the role of business in South Africa
and hence to secure investments elsewhere, then the window=dressing
element would certainly feature very strongly. But it ssems that
there are other forcee underlying the emergence of the codes which
would seem to compel management to take them msech more seriously
- these are the issues outlined in B and C (above). Nevertheless,
the window-dressing element will still play a significant part in
the antics of the codes of conduct, This is so for several reasonsi
(s) certain clauses of codes, becesuse they coincide with management's
interests will tend to become the focal point‘of the debate. Other
clauses, including issées such as the system of migrant labour,
trade union representation, etc, will lag behindj the window-
dressing that will ensue will be more in the nature of omission
than commission (b) the monitoring is still slmost exclusively being
done by consultation with management; Inkatha is the first group
in South Africa who appears to be incorpozating the workers in the
system of menitoring, in order to present a more balanced picture.
TUCSA is following suit (c) there are few direct sanctions applicable
to cOmpanies who do not comply with the conditions of the code - it
is still left to the goodwill of the company (d) unless sn acceptable’
and standardized system of monitoring is introduced, it becomes
sxcessively diffigult to make sense out of the informestion collected
(as wes the British experience when they attempted to monitor the
British Code of Conduct).

Thus the fact that the codes still rely to a large extent on voluntary
sslf=disclosure with no mechanism available to enforce compliance,
means that they are open to s great deal of abuse. (This does not
mean that it is not in the interests of certein companies to
implementcertain conditions within the codes). The codes are also
likely to precipitate an interesbiag conflict between those large
companies who are in position to implement certain aspects of the
codes (the multi-nationsls, for example), and the smaller companies
who do not have the resources. Moreover, it is possible that

areas such as mining and agriculture are also lilllliklly to
implement the codes - the focus already is very strongly on the
manufacturing sector.

One concludes that at the present stage of struggle re the codes,
there is still room for considerable abuse; nevertheless; it

cannot be dismissed es merely a window-dressing exercise.

In the above analysis the codes have been presented as management's
response to certain issues confronting it., How does this respense
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affect the position of the working claess in general?

Firetly, as regards the disinvestment debate, the codes will play

@ fairly significant role in justifying the continuation of

foreign investment in South Africa. As has been pointed out
before, the codes narrow down the debate on the complicity of
business in supporting the apartheid system as a whole. 1In the
ideological struggle that is going to ensue, it will be extremely
important to point out that racial discrimination on the shop floor
is not the only form of raciel discrimination which affects the
worker, and that these other forms of racial discrimination (eg

the system of controlled labour, and lack of political power)

have a direct bearing upon the functioning of business in South
Africa. This kind of response could reject the codes in so far

88 they legitimate the continuation of foreign investment in South
Africe, but sccept the codes in so Par ss they are a genuine
attempt to improve the lot of the worker., Part and percel of the
intervention of the codes in the disinvestment débate, is the
potential abuse (ie the window-dressing) to which the codes are
open. Two responses sre extremely important in this regard:
firstly, the codes are statements of principle and not of detail,
and hsnce open to ss much interpretation ss possible. In order for
workers to gain the optimum use out of the codes, it is necessery
that the workers themsslves place their own interpretations on

the clauses of the codes. Secondly, it is important that the codes
are monitored cerefully, sgpecielly in those areas which are
usually neglected, viz that of worker representation., It is
extremely important that business is kept to its word. Importantly,
the monitoring needs to be done in such a way as to include the
experience of workers themselves, to redress the imbalance slready
present and ceused by monitoring being undertaken by management
only.

As regerds the new divisions in the working class which are to

emerge out of t he elimination of racial discrimination on the
workshop floor, it is important that those workers who stand to

gain the least from the codees (ie migrant workers with no section

10 rights) are constently brought forward es an example of the
profound limitstions of the codes. Too often, too much attention

has been focussed on the urban worker invelved in secondary industry,
to the detriment of large numbers of workers in other categories.

Finally, as regards the necessity to restructure industrial rela-
tions in South Africa, it is important to point out the ultimate
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contradiction of the codes. On the one hand, the codes are

ma nagement-derived and formulated with no worker participation;
on the other hand, the more enlightened codes call for collective
negotiation rights on.the very issues upon uhiqh the codes are
formulated by management. An essential demand therefore re the
codes is that they are opened to negotiation between management
and employees = until such time, the codes can still be relegated
to the suspect realms of management machinations,

In conclusion then, the codes must be re jected as a means to

Justify the role business plays in South Africej it is necessary
that codes are placed in their proper perspective. Howsver,

their pressnce cannot be ignored and they must be taken seriously

as & limited attempt to improve working conditions for the worker.
The inadequacies and limitations of the codes need to be continually
exposed until such time that workers are permitted to both negotiate
the conditions laid down in the codes and (if the presence of the
codes is still being seen as being necessary at thie stage) to be
included in the formulation eof the codes themselves.

In July,1978, Genesral Motors and three ;thlr'ﬂﬁit-d States

companies with investments in South Africa (Ford, National Cash
Regieter Corporation, Control Data Corporation), testified before

the Africa sub-committee in Washington, They opposed legislation
that would lead to clamps on investment in South Africa = "blacks
would suffer-most of the consequences"., In great style the directors
said they were committed "to the training and education of blacks...
to a policy of equal employment opportunities for all...to striving
to improve conditions for the blacks in their organisations"™,

At the end of August it was announced that General Motors (GM)
would increase prices of cars by 4 to S per cent, end would spend
some R4-m on a programme "to abolish apartheid in the corporation's
South African operations”", The main points in this scheme for the
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compeny's epproximately 4 000 employees in South lfflul would
sppear to be: blacks to be trained for "top Jjobs" (menagerial)
would be tripled; an expanded training prograsme; all GM plants
in Seuth Africa would be provided with "modern, fully integrated
dining facilities, locker-room and restrooms"., The cempany also
drew attention to the money already spent in the Port Elizabeth
area on housing snd recreational facilities for "their"™ black
workers.,

These steps would be taken in response to the "Sullivan Principles™,
guidelines drawn up for business in South Africa by the Rev Leon
Sullivan, a director of GAM,

Most of these points have been situated in the article on "CODES OF
CONDUCT™ in this issue. They have to be seen in terms of the
business strategy of deflecting attention from the basic exploit-
ation of workers and the particular elements that distinguish the
South Africen system of exploitation (eg labour control, violent
repression eof strikes, politicel action against leadership,
bantustans, stc), snd, on the other hand, shifting the focus onto
dining rooms, snd stabilisstion of a sector of the total work force.

It appears ass though many people and organisstions are huiﬁg
fooled by the cedes of conduet, eor by the extent to which they
signify commitment to change in South Africa. Those who wish to be
fooled are daily given reinforcement by such important figures in
the struggle for the rights of workers in South Africa as

Andrew Young ("I think the key to change in southern Africa and

the key to long=range business success in Africe, is going to be

@ more responsible and aggressive (sic) role in American and
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European business", 1/10/78), Hennie van der Walt, Nat MP ("SA will
have to do everythimg in its powsr to counteract economic boycotts
- and ths means are availsble to South Africa. _Fnr example, SA must
show its willingness to harness codes for employers regulating their
actions with respect to their employeses. One of the most important
of such codes used in SA is the Sullivan code for American firms"),
and TUCSA (ses Items in this issue).

But, the Sullivan "Principles™ are only one side of the ltrltlni
ssployed and the evaluation made by Genersl Motors. In the wepds
of Gatsha Buthelezi, business is following a "mulii-strategy
sppreach® in its response to the present criseis in South Africa.
The other side of the smiling and benevolent cepitalist can be
glimpsed in the axtracts from a Gensral Motors South African (Pty)
Linited memorandum that we sre publishimg belows

,, Sub ject: Contingency Planning - GM South Africen

Dates 20 July, 1977

We have summarised the potential situation which might arise
end the proposed action by the plant, without of course the
benefit of any experience of such conditions,

Ne doubt the type of civil unrest experienced in the US comes
ts mind in this context, but as you are aware, the fres
moblility of dissidents and the ability to organise large
Numbers of non-whites and generate actien is net the same in

 South Africa as it is in the US. As indicated in Attachament

- "8" which provides some wider background to the subject, law
enforcement action is pretty fast end aims at confining
disturbances to residentisl areas.

To .minimise detrimental effect on employes morale and te
avoid giving the impression that we expect these things to
happen, all preparatory work has been carried out quietly
and discretely.

LH Wilking

~ Attachment "8"
Related Assumptions
It is assumed that almost 100X of White employment at GMSA
would not be party to creating or stimulating civil unrest and

that the population groups involved weuld be Africen and
Enlpurld-

Under normal conditions, the motor manufacturing snd assembly
industry is one of the largest in the country with considerable
economic weight. The recent downswing has clearly indicated
the exbent to which it is affecetd by declining merket demand.
while there is little indication as yet that the Goverament

may prescribe some course of action to the industry, it is
almost certain that should economic conditions decline
sufficiently far, there could be s directive issued on model
build by warious companies - firstly to preserve the capability
of building vehicles and secondly, to ensure sources of supply
in the case of greaster emergency requirements.
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Contingency Plan In Event Of Serious Civil Unrest

In assessing the potential effects and probability of serious civil

unrest developing in the Port Elizsbeth area and formulating

contingency plans, the following factors have been taken into

consideration:

2. Assessment of the in-plant situation indicates that the risk

of open unrest among employees on the premises is low. The
White employee group would not be party to such action and
could be relied upon to take action to contain it and/or
isolate any outbreak pending arrival of law enforcement
authorities.

Deterioration Of Business Conditions

Because of the wide geographic spread of principal centres in
South Africa, it is unlikely that successful co-ordination of
civil unrest could be achieved to the point at which it could
cripple business on a short term or predetermined timing basis.
The cumulative effect of such action, however, could in time
severely depress the economy,

The more likely pattern of events might be:

(a) Gradual enforced recuction in economic activity throuagh
trade recession and financial stringency affecting ability
to maintain job opportunities.

Business could and in many cases would reach a point of
non=viability, at which time the only options would be to
cease operation, disperse material and human resources and
mothball facilities or go into liquidation,

(b) There is a possibility in the interim period that US based
companies might incur the "annoyance" of the South African
Government by apparently failing to meet their (the govern=-
ment's) view of support from local enterprises,

GM South African has, for example, been requested to supply
vehicles such as the K25, K31, 4x4 LUV for Defence Force
purposes and refusal to offer such might be interpreted as
reflecting doubt on the motives of the company.

Such interpretation or a variation thereof could lead to
direct loss of other government business and seriously affect
GM South African's share of the vehicle market and very
likely threaten its viability.

Alternatively, should international political issues
compound the situation postulated, it is within the bounds
of possibility that the Government might request that GM
South African be shut down,

Declared National Emergency

In the event that a National emergency is declared, there is

little doubt that control of GM South African's facilities, already
designated a National Key Point industry, would be taken over by

an arm of the Ministry of Defence and its production capapilities
integrated into the national industrial effort, It is highly
likely that in a developing situation affectino the national
stability and meintenance of law and order, scme measure of
government direction would be introduced ahead of time.

At the time of declaration of a national emergency (state of war),
if not before, the question of continuing American participation

in South Afriean business may well have been resolved and operating
control of the GM South African facility be vested in South

African nationals.

At the point where government takes action in terms of the Civil
Oefence Act No 39 of 1966, such as in the form of placing e
military presence on the property, it is understood &t this time
that =211 aspects of security will fall under their control. Plant
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management and personnel will have specific requirements to meet

and there will undoubtedly be additional security facilities
required.

The full implications of such eventuality cannot be assessed
at this time, ”




contempt of court

On the 4th of February, Tim Dunne, a lecturer at the University nF
Netal in Pietermaritzburg had a letter to the Natal Witness

publilhid-

days imprisonment,

On May 16 he was sentenced to a fine of R150 or 150
Mr Combes, the magistrate, said that "the letter

had affecetd the oignity, repute or authority of public prosecutors.

Dunne had exceeded the legitimate criterion in the exercise of

freedom of speech and in doing so had brought the court into contempt

con" {D.ilf News, 1?[5/131.

Below we reproduce the letter that was used as evidence in the

court case, as well 3g Tim-Dunne's statement made in court,

-J

The Witness
postbag

.- -

-

Baﬁ ng ﬁgr E{"
!:?‘EH}L§Z§HEi 1§£}jﬂ"‘:"[§f;

SIR, — Your editorial on
the contents of Donald
Woods's speechh belore the
Security Counci! of the UN
made sumeé Interesting
puints.

You peinted out that
Woods's recummendations,
though radwcal, were
eminently reasonzble.

They were aimed at one
sel of persons — thasa wha

consiitute “the Preloria
regime.”  Tney sopzht a
~incle ora sl shinetive

= 2 nalinra! convention of
211 South Alricans to dis-

- cuss the future (not the

naive ohjective of “chance
ar peaceiul  change").
Thev constitute worst em-
harrassment  #nd  incon-
ventence tn thowe particu-
lar White South Africans
whin are mnost in favour of
thi~ apartheid reTime.
The prospecis of all
South Africanc having 1o
re2d aloud 20.d sicn a degs
laration of tre abhorrence
of aparthe.d at ‘nter-
natinnal perts and airports
is delich:tful. Tancy Pik
Botha or :chel Rhoodie
or Louis Luvt arriving at
New York Airport! We
won't ses that on SATYV.
In fact your newspaper
mainly took issue with
Woods on his suggestion
of the black list of White
South Africans whose
activities and vork for the

regime made them guilty
of crimes against human-
jty. Your argument was
that it is a system which
must change here, not
individuals who must be
hounded into change. 1

Here I #fnd you too
reasonable, toe forgiving:
Altzr tll Cabinet Ministers
do sign hana:ne arders, doa
cali for thw belidozing «of
homes, do turn 3 blind e3¢
te paiioa erimes, do suimect
Rlack opeonie 10 uninid
embar assment, inzecur:ly,
misery znd poverty 1a the
vause of an impossible
wdeal of White purity and
White power. Similarly nrne
could catalazue the aclivi-
ties of military leaders,
police  chiefs, security
policemen, Natioanal Party
members. Bantu Adminis
tration nfMciais. the Cem.
munity Developmant
Department, pubiic prose-
cutors in pohtical risls,
and many mere. When
peaple choose 1o stand
behind the :egime, tney
canase o he atiacked waen
it is attacked.

I will certainly he even-
inz up the score with a few
security policemen, and a
few 2vational Parly mem-
bers, when the list opens.

TIM DUNNE
11 Birkett Court,
2 Christie Rd,
Pletermaritriurg.
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STATEMENT 8Y TIM DURNNE

I admit thaet I wrote the letter which appeared in the Natal Witness
on the 4th February, over my name and which was placed before this
court. I cannot claim that it was an unconsidered act, though I
can say that I did not in the least suspect that anything like

a trial would follow in consequence. The worst I expected was

the continued animosity of the Security Police.

Certainly it was my intention to draw direct parallels between
public prosecutors amongst others, and Cabinet Ministers, whose
moral outrages I had earlier listed in the letter., Certainly it
was also my intention to throw a critical public spotlight on all
those who by their formal choice of occupation or allecgiance,
deliberately set about maintaining the present inhuman regime,
under the cloak of "preserving law and order".

I concede that I am guilty of contempt of public prosecutors in
political trials. The legal definition of contempt of court is
not what the ordinary man believes to be the case, and may affect
the public image of the courts.

Indeed I think I can claim that the view of the man-in-the-street
is that, ideally, the defence counsel is for him, the prosecutor
is against him and the court is adjudicating. This was my own
view until this case. It is a view that was consolidated by a
number of events last year. When I read in the newspapers that
both Mr Vorster and Mr Kruger had launched into attacks on a ‘
particular advocate last year, because he continually appeared as
the defence lauyer in political trials, I formed the impression
that defence lawyers were to all intents and purposes, fair game
for political attacks, and that being so, it seemed to me that the
converse held equally well. If it was going to be made difficult
for defence lawyers, then I hoped to help make it equally difficult
for prosecutors, in political trials.

The newspaper clippings of the esvents I have just mentioned were
searched for unsuccessfully. But fortuitously over the weekend,
both the Afrikaans and English language newspapers carried a similar
attack by Mr Kruger on defence lawyers, photocopies of which I have
attached to this statement, in an attempt to show the court that
what I have described as the man=in-the-street's view of the

courts, would be fairly well supported and reinforced by such
reports.

I feel that it is clear that public opinion is very different from
the legal precedents put forward in this case. Majority South
African opinion can be reasonably assumed to be antagonistic
towards prosecutors in political trials, regardless of the merits
or demerits of the accused.

I therefore believed that I was entitled to regard as fair comment,
any criticism of the public prosecutors in political trials, which
was itself based on political questions,

As a Christian ] am, like every other Christian, called to a two-
fold inescapable responsibility to be a prophet and a peacemaker.
The Christian has to be always one or the other, and if possible,
preferably both. In consequence he can find himself in a situation
when his duty as a citizen and his calling as & believer are in
conflicts, I find myself in such a situation at this moment., I
believe what I wrote was the truth and that it should be said and
should continue to be said. Though such a Christian position may
not always be in itself a guarantee of the correctness of one's
views or principles, truth can only be found when men cling on to
what they see of it. The New Testament tells of the persistent
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woman and thn'judga whom she pesterec until finally justice was
done, Every Christian is called to persevere in the struggle for
Justice, even to the point of pestering the courts for jJjustice.

Consequently 1 ask that the court shall regard my actions as
motivated by a sense of justice and ressonableness, and as under-
taken as part of my Christian responsibility to work openly and
rnrthrighﬁ}y fFor peaceful change, and a truly humane South Africa.
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yesterday South Africa’s leg

| CAPE TOWN—The Minister of Justice Mr Jimmy Kruger. said
al system was being undermined by

pﬂ[;'f using cc.-tl'::in practices in security court cases and that he
would invsivate these during the parliamentary recess to determine
what would be done to counter them

Replying 1o the debate
en the Justice Vote, Mr
Kruger lsted the recars
re:xt poactices as delayving
aclics im sesurily cated,
deavn:tratiuns  in  and
npecr cowirts of law, the in-
bimidetion  of  wilneates,
the frequent a;-pearans ¢ of
cerlain advacatos and laws
¥Yeri in securply proceci-
ings amd the enormous
amuunts of money which
were readily avalzble t
duiencents In these cases,

“These %2i been wide
Cofsdi -z ol «a Biis probe
lem =4 cargecie e nred
have been  propesed a4
soletions, bat the under-

mineér has chusen his ter-
raim . well

Democrats

"As democrats we are
vulnerable, becauie pne
venlive medsures mogst of
necessily he of suh a
nalure lhat it cwuld be
deseribed as a necaton of
our basic lesal principles,
possibly cven from ia ur-
able gquarters,” he s

“On the ather Land, ue
have to do with an imperts
ant sspect of the anslausht,
noet on the Government,
bul an wur system of o
ernment and our way of
life. In a nutshell, we
have o do here with the
delibrrate undermining of
aur demaeratic legal §vss
fem and T will azain Inok
at the wimle malter d4r-
ing 1 * pecess 13 detrraune
what can be done aaoul L

“Mean<hile. 1 {ee]l at
libertr to request the co-
operalion of oor whale
Irgal ooty in our eiToals
o withstangd t%a easlanchiL,
I Bowo ga3e fullest eoni.
dene v the ecventrelling
bodics of the Yszal proles
gionz,  Terhaps they cam
thiez = ways of preverts
ine indwdusle fron i
begal toiv e frem oine
Prabeedimes 1o 1y uRAcrmin-
iz o f s el svstom v
kv ard in o ahuch ue
Eelews " Lo o~

T Svernment Swity
endoLy wped 1o ewetal

the activities of wunder-
miners by making uvee of
the courts of law, but thig
policy had cost the country
dearly on various oo
Casians,

E:pl:}mu that revals
tinnaries regarded pothing
but the revelulion 35 ot
red, he sad South Alrica
had leng azo becume cone
griouz of the fact that the
logel system and coutt prs
cedures were being abused,
but that thiz problem had
brcume so serwous recently

that it could no longer be
i-nored,

Five impeariant aspects
wi the prauiem hao become
discermuble recenlly,

r—

Lunayfz.li.

MR J. T. KRUGER

“In the first place it
became  clear aver the
Years thal delaving tactics
were frequently  being
userd in security eatss, Dur
democratic  court  praces
dures ran rasilv be ahused
for thit purpo<e without
the presiding judce or the
judicial cificer  being
aware of it o being able
:n do anything to prevent
"

Demenstrations in and
mear ¢ourt roome. peaple
chantinz songs and waiag
their fiste, and irmarempta
3L Wt UL Y - o TS o
al-0 vegeme g pescilar fes-
lure &t 5 cardty caves, and
Feoedvld widé media (avér

at.

Many policemen who
eculd have been used more
productively elsrw here
wire required to De pre
sent at these rallics in or-
der 1o protect the public
against poisible vicience.

Intimidation

Intimidation of witnegses
frequentiv  weourred, and’
there had been instances
whiere the liver ol wils
nues<es had Leen threats
rned from the public gal-
lrrv. The marmal patiern
whichi Followed from such :
actiors was that the wil-
nestes  suddenlr [oroatg
vital aspects of their tesi-
Een¥, Jdineed they  hatd
been asraulted by the
police or became unwilling
to testify.

Turning to the rezular
appearance by certain ad-
vocates and lawyers in
security cases, Mr Kruger
said: “I want 1o stale
clearly that 1 am naot pre-
ferring to advecates and
lawyers generally, and also
nef 10 all sdvecales and
lawyers apbearing in secur
ity cises. 1 am referring
to those individualy wha
asgociate theme=elves wilh
the c2e¢ and aimz of
underminers tn fuch an
extent that Iy brcomes
guestionable wheihes the
trust vested in them as
officials of the court is
justified.”

Fees

Mr Kruger said he had
been tild that ane adve-
cate hiad peceived R10 000
per menlh a2 3 standing
fee fir a ceriain case, and
aroltbar  had  receiwved
R3 000 per month on the
sames basis.

The Yot aspect was the
“enormowr amounts  of
maney”  available to de-
fendants in these cases,
whe never made use of pro
deo advocates. 112 wai in
favers of peaple being
progesly reprerorved, But
this mone* ravrs from
palitical sr-canicacons wih
politicai #ims and ke was
opnoa-ed 1o the wuzz of
oy to undermire Soath

Alrica, he raid.—5apa.




—UNEMPLOYMENT and APARTHEID —

Below we publish extracts from the Black Sash Johannesburg Advice
Offioe Interim Report (February to August 1978):

CASE

"The unemployment crisis has brought hundreds of people to

the Advice Office during the past months. One aspect of
unemployment which has not been properly considered is the
extent of the crisis in rural areas and in the homelands.
People who live in the prescribed areas are at last becoming
aware of how urban black people are affected but influx control
and the Labour Regulations ensure that the extent and effects
of nagional unemployment remain hidden and of no concern to
white South Africans.

Recruitment of labour from the homelands is now seversely
restricted and people who have no Section 10 rights have little
hope of being allowed to register in jobs they have found,
Those borderline cases where people have been in the area for
many years in unregistered employment and might previously
have been registered after special application to the Regional
Labour Commissioner are now impossible of resolution. Such
applications are now generally refused on the grounds that
"there are too many people who were born here in town'. This
exposes the whole underlying fraudulent nature of the influx
control policy. It enables the South African Covernment to
shed all responsibility for unemployed people who are not in
'white' urban areas by pretending that they do not exist and
are not part of the South African population,

Unemployed people who live in homelands and in impoverished
rural sreas are in a far worse condition than those in urban
areas. They have little hope of earning a livelihood in the
informal sector because the communities in which they live
have no purchasing power. Increasing numbers live in closer
settlements in the homelands where they have no land and are
not allowed to keep livestock. Unemployment Insurance Fund
benefits, pensions and welfare assistance are almost impossible
to obtain and many complain of unsympathetic and obstructive
treatment meted out to them by Commissioners of the Plural
Relations Department., They are not allowed to leave the area
where they live to look for work and if they do so illegally
and find a job they cannot be registered. With the greatly
increased penalties imposed on employers for employing
unregistered workers and the fact that such employers must

go to Court if charged and can no longer pay Admission of
Guilt fines. People without permits are finding it impossible
to obtain any kind of work at all,

Mr NM comes from Nqutu in Natal where he has a wife and two
children. He was employed in a factory in Johannesburg for
five years on annual contracts. He was retrenched when his
last contract expired in November 1977. Hie employers did
not give him his Unemployment Insurance Contributor's Record
Card, and so, he could not receive benefits. By law he had
to return to Nqutu when he was discharged but he found that
no recruiting was being done there. In desperation he came
back to Johannesburg and found himself a job but was refused
registration,

Mr DM has lost his job and his house and mil hope. His
Reference Book is stamped that he amy do farm labour only.
He was registered in his employment on a chicken farm just
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outside Vereeniging. He was peid R10 per week., His employer
provided a house for him at Sebokeng but he had to pay the
monthly rental of R13,75. He asked his employer for more
money and was immediately discharged, and had to leave the
house, His wife, children, aged fether and himself had
nowhere to live and, as he is only allowed to work on the
farms, has no prospects for security for his family. He is
Xhosa and through independence of Trenskel is now an alien
in South Africa. The only place he can legally expect to
have a house is in Transkei but his family have been in the
Transvaal for at least three generations and utterly re ject
this as a solution,
L LN
Pensions: The poverty caused by unemployment has greatly
increased the number of people trying desperately
to find some source of financial support. 0ld people who have
never aspplied for pensions before because they could not cope
with the delays and obstructions entailed in meking application
and because their families were supporting them are now making
epplications because the family breadwinner is unemployed.
They come to us because of the enormous difficulties they
experience, UWe have the impression that the Department of
Plural Relations tries to avoid paying pensions wherever
possible and to delay espplications in order to reduce costs.
Mr KM was in receipt of a pension in Johannesburg but decided
to retire to Lebowa because his relatives did not went him to
remain with them, His pension was cancelled and he was told
to reepply in Lebowa. Through bureaucratic bungling and
administrative delays he was not paid any pension for a full
twelve months., UWhen the pension was eventually reinstated
he was not given any back payments for the period during which
he received nothing.



page 104

STRIKES '

Entumgni Coal Mine: On the 12th September workers at Anglo-American’s
Entumeni coal mine went on strike. Initially only one shift of some
300 workers acted, but were soon jJoined by 500 others (out of a

total workforce of 1 100). The workers demanded to see the mine
manager who had to rush back from Johannesburg. Two mine policemen
sent by the manager to the workers were assaulted. Police were

called in and "stood by 'y, but no damage to property has been resported.”

The strike was said, by management, to relate to a "misunderstanding
concerning the bonuses being paid to certain categories of workers
at the colliery"” (Netal Mercury, 78-09-14),

On Thursday, two days after the strike had started, it was reported
that most workers had returned. 65 choss (?) to leave the mine -
60 workers from Lesotho and 5 from the Transkei bantustan, ‘

Clermont Hoyging Scheme: 30 policemen were sent to Clermont,

outside Durban, on 28 September when about 200 workers went on
strike for higher wages. They were employed on a Port Natal
Administration Board housing scheme.

It was reported (RDM, 78=09=29) that the District Commissioner of
police "spoke to the protesteors who then went home. The men wers
told to return (the next day) and put their grievanses to their
liaison committee, which would discuss the wage claims with PNAB
officials.”™

t Lond nin t About B850 workers (women) went on
a brief strike over overtime payment, The manager of the factory
salid that the women workers returned after Department of Labour
officials mediated.

Some ofthe workers complained that "their lieison committee was a2
'ja baas' one and not effective™ (Post, 78=10=05)..

The article published below, "A study of Strikes in the 1970s",
is part of a longer study on strikes in South Africa. It was
submitted to WIP in response to the editorial request asking

for material on strikes. The list of strikes noted in the article
is not exhaustive, but does serve to illustrate certasin trends
and dynamics, _

The editors of WIP are keen to run further information on strikes

and worker action in South Africa, and would sppreciate any
contributions in this area,



A STUDY OF STRIKES IN THE 1970s

MA du Toit tells us in a recent work (South African Trade Unions,

McGraw Hill, Johannesburg, 1976) that in South Africa industriasl
conflict was/is accommedated quite well by sound industrial legis-

lation., Yes indeed, he has a point there, for strikes by African
workers have mostly been illegal and for whites mostly channelled
and 'buresucratised' (cf R Davies: "The 1922 Strike", History Work-
shop paper, Wits 1978). Yet one thing is also clear: that is, the
history of capital in SA - as the history of any other capitalist
social formations » has been haunted in all its steps in space and
time by the 'malaise’ it aslways tried to stamp out, Africen workers
going on strike., It somehow suggests that 'profitable investment'
end the 'capitalist enterprise' ggek to carry within them this .
‘malaise’, for we would not like to attribute this phenoasnon's
repetitive manifestation.tg the work of external 'agitetors' - as
most of the spekesmen through the years have done, It has in fact
been with us wherever hard cash flowed and multiplied. From the
i}lt May, 1856, in Port Elizabeth where Africen dock workers went on
strike the trend has not bsen reversed (SALB, 3,7:174). Far from it,
it hes continued as the flipside of cepitalist accumulation,
I;;I advent of the National Party te power brought sbout sn increassing
attempt to control and regulate industriasl conflict (es witnessed
by the various legislative mesassurss that were brought into operation
= s8e below). Imitislly there were signs of success. for instance,
from 1955«60 there were 420 strikes involving 34 B854 workers (an
average of 5 800 a year). In the 1960's the number of workers on
strike per year decreassed to sbout 2 000. But from 1969 onwerde
things stert going haywire: s dockworker strike, then im 1971 the
strikes involving 15 000 Ovambo workers, then the 2 000 Durban
stevedores strike, and in 1973 things come to a head in the famous
ODurban strikes. Furthermore, in 1974, 1975 and 1976 éne witnesses
194 strikes (38-961 workers), 173 (12 451) and 113 etrikes (16 170
workers. These are the usually conservative estimates of the Depart-
ment of Labour (Survey of Race Relations, 1977).

2320230 3030 X X X
Compared to the relative quiescence of the 60's, the intensificetion
of lasbour esction in the 70's has again emphasised the normality of
strikes in our capitalist process of production. In terms of the
70's, the labour/capital relstion has not besen ons of peaceful

coexistence. More and more workers downed their tools, voiced their
grievances and made demands. In 1973, admittedly a rather noisy year,
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67 338 African workers (1) took SA by surprise in perticipating in
the phenomenon called “"strike". Whet is the nature of this pheno-

menen, and why must it be seen as normal?

Usually a strike is seen as @ collective action by workers which
entails a stoppage of work in order that their grievances and demands
are met by employers. Yet strikes are only the 'drematic' manifes-
tation of the unharmeniocus relationship between capital and labowr
in capitelist productien. ! Indeed, views that claim that esployers
end workers share similar interests in an essentially harmonious
economic system refuse to take cognisance of the fact that on the
one hand the goal of capital is maximisation of profit and that of
labour the maximisation eof wages, which, of course, is a portion of
the capitalist's cost; Furthermore, to snsure the smoothness of
production to generate the prnfitl; efficient control eof preoductien
is aimed at, This control is seen by management es its prerogative.
But...efficiency at the expense of whom? The worker, who in his
sttempt to gain a greater control over the way his lsbour is used,
is blocksd by management's hostility to sny trespassing on what they
have declared as their ares of jurisdiction. Thus the tension
‘atises that pstpetustes itself through ell cepitalist production (2).
These tensicns permeate the 1ife sf every worker, and the conflict
expresses itsslf in a variety of ways that "are as unlimited ss the
ingenuity of man. The strike is ths most common and most visible
expression.” (3)

Although SA in the 1970's is witnessing an upsurge of strikes, these
strikes are not comparable in size, in length and organisation, or
inm articualtion of workimng-class grievantss te these which occur in
many other capitalist countries. In fact, the distinguishing
features of South African strikes involving African werkers, have
been their short durstion and their lack of organised repressntative
bargaining bodies. Applicable is Hyman's distinction between
'trials of strength' and !demonstration strikes'. The fermer is

the "industrial equivalent of war between nations"™ while "the latter,
are short, usually spontaneous in originj the désision to stop work
is often virtuelly spontaneous - though the dispute would probably
still centre around, or at least reflect, long-satnding grievences
which peaceful application had failed to remedy” (4). Indeed, most
strikes have been variations of the latter kind,
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However, before plunging into the central theme of this project,
which is en analysis and collection of strikes in the 70's, a brief
digression is essential., In order to understand the specific
structural position of any form of labour action in South Africa,
some analysis of the social formation must be presented. We begin
this with a look at legislation.

In 1948 the Industrial Legislation Commission (Botha Commission)
was appointed to report om:

(a) "the desirability or otherwise of having separate trade
unions and employere' organisations for Europeans,
Coloureds and Asiatics..."”

(b) "the functioning of existing trade-unions or similar
organisations composed of Natives, and the desirability
or otherwiee of regulating such organisations..."

(c) "the setting up of machinery for the prevention and settle-
ment of industrial disputes involving Natives..." (5)

In 1951 the Commissionls major recommendations to the Government
waere that:

(a) "existing trade-unions and employers' assosiations with
mixed racisl membership should be separated on a recial
basis, and further, in case of mixed trade-unions, this
division should be into separate branches with white
executive committees;"™

(b) "africen trade unions should be recognised in terms of
separate legislation, subjecetd to a measure of reasonable
control, and given sympathetic guidance..." (6)

The firet regommendation was accepted by the Government. Thus it
came to be that formally mixed unions became separate White and
Coloured unions or separate brenches of the same union. The second
recosmendation was re jected thus barring African unions from being
registered, One of the foremost rationalisations for the rejection
of this recommendation was the government's fear of African trade
unions becoming political., (Botha Commission was appointed by the
Smuts government and the recommendations were presented to Stri jdom's
administration), This was clearly expressed by the Minister of Labour
at the fiul, when he stated that:

"What we must bear in mind is that these trade unions will be
used as 8 political weapon... Whatever form of control is

introduced you will not be able to prevent them being used as
@ political weapon... (T)hey can use trade unions as a poli-

tical weapon and they can create chaos in South Africa at any
given time™. (7)

In 1953 the Native Labour (Settlement of Disputes)Act No 48 was
gazetted which redefined the terms employee in the Industriel
Conciliation Act to exclude all Africans. (This provision had
already been met by the Industrial Concilistion Acts of 1924 and

1937, but Africans still qualified until 1953), The Act prvented
registered trade unions from having African members and prohibited



page 108

strikes by African workers. (This provision had also been met by
the War Measure 145 of 1942). Sympathetic strikes by workers of
other racial groups, lock-outs or the ipstigation of such strikes

or lock=outs were prohibited. The Act provided for the setting up
of separate industrial conciliatory machinery for certein categories
of African workers. It did not prohibit African trede unions but
denied them official recognition and status. As an aslternative to
trade unions the three tier system was adopted which made provision

for:s (s) Works Committees elected by African workersj; .
(b) Regional Native Labour Committees appointed by the Minister
of Labour from Africens (not necessarily workers) from the
local community with a white Labour Officer in the chairj
(c) A Centrel Native Labour Board consisting of white officials
appointed by the Minister.,

The Works Committee was to be the first recourse if a dispute arose,
yet one might wonder about their effectiveness givebh that by 1969
only 24 such statutory committees had been established. The duties
of the second tier, namely the Reglional Netive Labour Committees were:

(a) to meintain contact with employees with a view to keeping
itself informed of conditions of employment of employses
in its area and in perticuler trades;

(b) to submit from time to time reports on any labour disputes
which exist or are likely to arise; and

(8) to assist in the settlement of disputes. (8)

The functions of the upper t§lr. the Central Native Labour Board,
was to attempt to resolve disputes which had been "unsuccessfully"
dealt with by regional Bantu Labour Committees, but if it, too, was
unsuccessful it had to report to the Minister of Labour stating
whether it considered such & digpute should be referred to the Wags
Board (9). This Damoclean sword hung over the heads of the workers

for twenty years before it was amended.

Then came the Industrial Conciliation Act. No 28 of 1956, In terms
of this Act no further mixed trade unions (catering for white and
Couloured workers or Asian members) could be registered; machinery
was created for the splitting of such unions along racial lines;

and it was laid down that any mixed unions that continued to exist
should create separate .branches for white and non-white members and
hold separate meetings. The Act also made provision for job reser-
vation which specified types of work for persons of a specified race
group. The Act wes amended in 1959, (the Industrial Conciliation
Amendment Act No 41 of 1959) further restricting the operations of

the remaining mixed trade unions. The collection of trade union
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dues from Africane was made illegal and the cenning industry was
classified as an essential industry, thus prohibiting strikes in that
sector., The machinery for Job reservation was further perfected.
Another amendment took place in 1966 (Industrial Conciliation Further
Amendment Act No 61 of 1966) which prohibited strikes end lock-

outs for any purpose connected with the relationship between
employers and employees., The Act was further eamended in 1970
(Industrial Conciliation Further Amendment Act No 21 of 1970).

What we witness here is an avalanchie of legislation which is an
attempt by the state to accomodate conflict and ensure industrial
peace in such a way that, firstly, the sconemic grisvances € of the
African working class do not develop any political manifestationsj
and secondly, the state here is providing institutions which will
replace trade unions as independent bargeining bodies for Africans,
Thus the state is politically disorganising the working slass, whilst
at the same time it ie restructuring the mode of economic
negotiations in industry to favour snd reinforce capitsl's prero-
gative over the production process.

The state's fear that economic grievances of the Africen labour
movement would manifest themselves in politicsl activism, occcupies

8 central place in latter-day South African history. The wide range
of legislative measures taken to prevent this synthesis are partly
entrenched in direct lebour legislation. The Suppression of

Communism Act of 1950 weas also primarily concerned with curbing the
possibilities of any such political sctivism which challenged the
sesentisl foundation:of the South African way of life. Yet, it took

& decade or so to finally eliminate all the legitimate channels through
which politicel aspiretions could be reslised.

The most significant organisation to emerge in the Apartheid state

stressing political activity as inseperable from the economic, was
SACTUS In March 1955, a conference of 33 unions, consistirg of 14

unions who had opposed the exclusion of Africen trade unions from
TUE!!f'lnd 19 affiliated to EHETUf'fnrlld SACTU. The latter formed
part of the Congress Alliance Yand meintained links with the now
banned organisations - the SA communist Party, the African National
Congress and its military wing Umkhonto we Sizwe. The basis of
SACTU's labour wmobilisation policy centred around broader political
issues raised by the sbovementioned organisations and their resist-
ance campaigns against apartheid. The response of the state was
aggresive, SACTU was forced into exile after the elimination of its
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leadership in the early 60's. This hammered the:finel nail into_
the coffin of politically based trade unionism at that stage in
time.

Black trade unions now had to resort to new forms of organisation.
Prior to 1955, the economic gains which black trade unions made were
largely due to the right which they had in demending Wage Board
investigations in their induetries. After 1955, this obligation on
the Wege Board was removed from the provisions of the Wage Act, thus
depriving African trade unions of an independent asccess to any deter-
mination of African wages. They were now dependent on registered
sunions for an access to the institutions detersining African wvages
(10). Hence black trade unions are left with two options: either
parallel unionism or independent unioniem in the confines of bread
and butter issues. The former was the preferred strategy adopted by
most prior independent unions, sspéeially Celoured snd Indism unions,

The sbovesentioned sust be seen as a form of labour control. Yst,
hand in hand with the measures taken to stunt the political express-
"fon of the labour mevement went the introduction of sophisticeted
eechinery designed to regulate and control the physical flow of
lsbour in the economy. The establishment of a system of labour
bureaux in 1952 must be sesn as one of the most significant -;p.di.
of the eprtheid state's labour policy, It catersd mors -rr!:t-liir
for the demands of the different sectors of capital: firstly, by
reserving certain aress for specific kinds of labour (especislly
l'rilulturll}, and secondly by allowing for the removal of 'lluiil'
population from one area to another, depending on the neseds of
capital. This is the infamous systes of influx control (11). The
*homeland' policy fits in adeirably with the sbove wessures, in o
far as they provide both l--nufnl of labour as well as a Iulpinn;-‘
ground. Consequently, the shuffling back and ferth of the migrant
worker, subject te these systems of control, both militates against
and attenuates his organisational strength,

LY

The weakness of the working class can be summarised in terms of the
following conclusions:

1) Its inability to express itself politically;

2) Even the necessary sconomistic basis of trade unionism is
rendered ineffective because of the state's substitution of
trede union roles by measures such as the three-tier system;

3) The unstable position of a large part of the working populas-
tion and its easily controllable status (12) mekes sven the
most nominal form:of trade union activity well nigh impossible.
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In contrast to the migrant labourer the urban black, as defined by
Section 10 a&b of the Urban Areas Act, enjoys a marginally stronger
position in the sale of his labour power, being relatively unrestricted
with regard tohis workplace. The maintenance . of this 'permanent'
population is to a large degree in accordence with the needs of the
manufacturing sector. Nevertheless, he is still subject to stringent
forms of political control. The division of the South African

working class is reflected in the dichotomy between the urban dwsller
and migrant worker.,

However, both shere a common relation to capitel at the shop-floor
level, and are subject to contols within the labour process itself,
the latter being sensitive to fiructuations within cepital itself.

So far though, we have been hinting at the homogeneity of the inter-
ests between cepital and the state. The chief smphasis given above
has been to the state's labour policy which is ultimetely functional
for capital. This is not to say thet the interests of different
fractions of capital are slways wmet by the state. The changing
policy of the state cen partly be explained by the conflicting
interests within cepital. Nevertheless, insofar as the state
maintains the overall dominance of the capitalist system, which might
entall working against the short-term interests of certain sectors

of capital, in the long-run its interests are the maintenence and
reproduction of that system, Not only does it procure e 'lnhuur force
but it facilitetes capitalist production by even more direct measures
such as import substitution, infrastructural development, taxation
policies and control of foreign investment (13).

It ies against this background of the complicity of interests between
state and capital that the response of the working class, especially
strikes, must be seen. Wwhat appears to be a capitesl/labour conflict
must be extended to include the role the state plays in maintaining
the conditions of capital accumulation., In SA this role is strongly
interventionist, impinging upon the actual work situation itself.

STRIKES from 1970-1973:s

1970 August
McPhail's Coal Yard (Denver, Johannesburg), 450 involved, 2 days.
Coal loaders and yerdmen refused to start work on 12 August
because the directors refused to dismiss a white foremean who
hed 'sacked' 2 Africans. 450 were arrested and the next day
they agreed to go to work, but e director said that a '"hard core
of Africans have taken control of the compound and are threat-
ening any Africans returning to work with physical violence'.
67 returned to the 'homelands' and 84 appeared in court on
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charges of contravening the Bantu Labour(Settlement of Disputes)
Act, No 48 of 1953, by participating in or influencing others
to participate in a strike (Star, 70-8-12&13)

June

McWillaw Iron and Steel Foundry (Isipingo), 200 involved, 1 day.
200 Africans stopped work on 9 June demanding higher wages. B8y
16h00 the strikers assembled outside the factory gates and
claimed they were told that their services were not needed,

and that they could call for their pay. Truckloeds of police-
men armed with batons arrived and the Africans were called into
the premises for a lengthy discussion with the employers. It
appeared as though a settlement was negotiated (NMm, 71=6-10)

June
Clairwood Clothing Factory, 37 involved, 7 deays,
37 Indian women garment workers were convicted in the Durban

magistrate's court for teking pert in an illegal strike (The
Friend, 71=6=17)

September

Durban Abbatoir, 200 involved, 1 day.

200 men walked out at 09h00 on 10 September, and sefused to

return to work despite thes presence of police and negotiations
with officials from the Lesbour Department. Workers went on strike
after officials refused to sccept demands for reinstatement of
workers who had been fired (NMm, 71-9-11)

October
Durban docks, 2 000 involved
Dock workers went nn_ltriku demanding wege increasses

January

Robertes Censtruction, 450 involved

A three hour strike by workers was the result of a sisunder-
standing over holidey bonuses (Star, 72=01-=20)

June

. Putco Reef, 300 involved

Strike to back wage demands. An offer of 2% increase was
re jected., 300 drivers were arrested and charged for striking
but were acquitted. They received a 33,5% increass.

June

Ferro Plastics ard Rubber Industries,(Industria)

Strike = found guilty of refusing to work, Arrest of four by
security police (Star, 72-=-11-=09)

October

Cape Town Docks, 2 000 involved

Stevedores staged a work-to-rule campaign during October and
November after & dispute over cahnged conditions of employ-
ment

October

Fibres, Spinners and Weavers (Pty)Ltd (Benoni), +150 involved.
Factory workers were paid off for allegedly refusing to work.

@ 12-hour day. 'We asked for increase in June. We used to get
R13 a week for working from 7.15 em to 4.30 pm. Last week we
were paid R1,30 extra but we were told to work from 6 am to

E 'p-- v (Hﬂﬂ, ?2-10-2?]
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December

Pretoria Municipality, 200 involved

Municipal bus drivers went on strike. 57 were arrested, out of
whom 13 were convicted for perticipating in an illegal strike.
A number of workers lost their jobs in consequence.

COMMENT on strikes from 1970-1973
Prior to the 1973 Durban strikes, one witnesses a few sporadic acts

of resistance by wage earners in the form of strikes. These isolated
events were important in so far as they indicate that unqrqnniild

labour can still take collective action and present demands., This

period is also important in that it possesses some of the features which
have become characteristic of the 70's. The 84 coal yard workers

who appeared in court in August 1970 on charges of contravening the
Santu labour (Settlement of Disputes) Act of 1953 by participating

in or influencing others to aprticipate in a strike, seemed at the

time en isolated sevent in a boom economy. This prosecution policy

of the state was, however, to become frequent practice.

Post-Sharpeville SA showed all the signs of an ever-expanding,
profiting, arrogant capitalist economy, The optimism which went
with this euphoria experienced by capital in a booming economy was
punctured by the isolated events of working class resistance which
brought to the foreground two crude facts: that Africen wages were
sppalingly low; and that inflation was creeping in by the back door,
pushing the value of wages even lower,

The Putco bus drivers' strike and the Durban stevedores' strike of
June and October 1972, espart from demanding higher wages and in the
case of Putco receiving a 35 increase, manifest a2 remarkable degree
of worker solidarity. The gains that these workers made were not
merely material. Out of the Putco conflict, the Drivers' Committee
which was formed to take care of the strikers' needs, especially of
those who had been arrested, became the Transport Workers and

Allied Union after consultation with the Urban Training Pro ject.

By 1975 its membership was 700.

The Cape Town stevedores showed an acute perception of their
bargaining power by staging a work-to-rate campaign and benning
overtime in October and November 1972 at a time when the Suez Canal
was closed and Cape Town traffic was at its peak,
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Although conflict exists in Eastern European countries and the
African socialist countries, it is of different form and content
- see WH Friedland and CG Rosbey (eds) African Socialism, intro-
duction.
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(unpubl paper), and "Capitalism and Apartheid" in T Adler (ed),
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See recent debates centering around R Davies et al, in RAPE, 2,7.
SACTUs The South African Congress of Trade Unions,

TUCSA: Trade Union Congress of South Africa.

CNETU: Congress of Non-= European Trade Unions,

Congress Alliance: An alliance of popular groups - the African
Naticnal Congress (ANC), SACTU, Congress of Democrats (Cods),
South African Coloured Peoples Organisation (SACPC) and the
Transvaal and Natal Indian Congresses (TIC and NIC), The alliance
based its common policy on the Freedom Charter, adopted at the
Congress of the People in 1955,
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Item:

Sanna 77 an all-SA handgun (Star, 21/9/78)

The Sanna 77, said to be the first fully South African made
hand machine=gun, was launched in Natal this week with the
ob ject of capturing the civilian defence weapon market.

Mr Dan Pienaar, ..., whose company manufactures the Sanna
77, said the design had been based on several European hand
carbines, including Czechoslovakian models.

"There have been a lot of modifications, and in my opinion
this is a far superior gun. It has virtually no recoil and
can be fired with one hand - ideal for a situation where a
vehicle is ambushed.,"

The Sanna 77 is a 9 mm parabellum, has an effective range
of 300 m, and a magazine capacity of 40 rounds.

Mr Pienaar said that the police had stipulated that the
weapon, which retails at R381, may be sold only to farmers,
security organisations, Bantu Administrations and munici-
palities. However, doctors and company representatives
travelling to remote districts would also be considered.

Ryk V8n het nuwe SA wapen (Rapport, 24/9/78)

n Splinternuwe Rhodesiese beproefde handwapen word nou in
Suid-Afrika vervaardig. ...

Die Kommando is vier jear gelede in Rhodesi® ontwerp. Die
wapen het hom reeds in die Rhodesiese terroriste-oorlog in
die hande van eenhede soos die Selous Scouts en die
Territoriale Polisie bewys.

Die Kommando sal hoofsaaklik aan boere in "sensitiewe"
gebiede, veiligheidsorganisasies en mense wat veiligheids-
wagte in hul diens het, verskaf word., Dit sal sowat R390
stuk kos,

Die Kommando is n semi-outomatiese 9 mm parabellum met n
magasyn vir 25 patrone...
he says (Sunday

aide: 1 like capitalism

Gatsha raps to
Times, 3/9/78
Chief Gatsha Buthelezi, Chief Minister of KwaZulu and leader
of the Inkatha movement, yesterday reiterated that the move-

ment believed in free enterprise.

And he openly contradicted a statement made by one of his
top aides this week that if he had a share in the South
African Government he would nationalise the mining induystry.

The aide - Inkatha's publicity chairman, Mr Gibson Thula =
shocked commerce and industry when he told a symposium in
Crahamstown that if Inkatha had a share in government the
mines would be nationalised, adding that the country's
resources would be used for the benefit of all.

Chief Buthelezi said that the publicity chairman had
"unfortunately” not fully explained Inkatha's ecenomic
policy.

Chief Buthelezi told me that he was sorry he had not seen the
speech before it had been delivered, "because it played right
into the hands of my political enemies".

And he added: "I believe that the free-enterprise system is
the best there is - there's nothing to compare with it".
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Future of SA capitalism at stake - Tucsa (Star, 20/9/78)
The future of capitalism in South Africa was at stake under
the "rigidly=controlled socialistic system for blacks,"

Mr Arthur Grobbelaar, general secretary of the Trade Union
Council, said yesterday.

Fifty-two laws had been passed specifically to determine the
destiny of black South Africans « to prevent their partici-
pation in free enterprise, he said.,

These acts constituted a "highly advanced form of bureaucratic
socialism by which the life of every black is decreed,
determined and administered from cradle to grave."

LN

South Africa had only a nascent system of free enterpcise
en joyed only by a small, segregated section of the population,

Increasingly blacks saw the alarming pattern of Government
interference as aprt and parcel of free enterprise. The
danger was that they would reject the broader economic
framework together with the legislation which they identified
with it,

Capitalism defended (RODM, 26/9/78)

The peoples of Southern Africa faced only one common danger
- the destruction of freedom through communism, Dr WJ de
Villiers, the executive chairman of General Mining and
honorary professor of business economics at the Rand
Afrikaans University, said last night,

eeeDr De Villiers seid whites could not stand alone in the
battle for freedom in South Africa.

"This is a battle he caennot win without the help and active
support of his black and coloured compatriots.

"Te these people socialism is being put forward as the solution
to all problems,

"But in the long run prosperity has to be created, and
socialism offers no motivation for this."”

Squatters flee as homes burn (RDM, 78-10-04; end other reports)
On 78-08-24 81 squatters were arrested in a cemp in East
London, Charged with "erecting and occupying illegeal
structures™, 78 pleaded guilty and were sentenced to 60 days

or R20.

Two months later (78-10-03) more people were arrested and
their homes set on fire. DOespite photographic proof Adminis-
tration Board officials denied that possessions had been
burnt in the destruction of the homes (capitelism being very
selective in what it calls "possessions™), ODirector of
Eastern Cepe Administration Boesrd, H Swanepoel, said: "We
are still active in the field of solving the problem of
squatters. We will remain active until the problem is

solved." The raids would not-stop until the area had been
"entirely cleaned out",

It was reported that "hundreds" of squatters had been charged.
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Item: 'Aanvaar dié plekkerbuurte' (Transvaler, 73=09-27)
For those who advocate the "radical" solution of sguatter
upgrading to the "squatter problem™ in South Africa it must
come as a bit of a pleasant, although unexpected, beeakthrough
to find an ally in CH Kotzé, chief director of the Central-
Transvaal Administration 8S8oard., And at the SABRA congress,
of all places.,

"Huidige plakkerwoonbuurte in swart state behoort as spontane

I stedelike vestigingsgebiede aanvaar te word aangesien dit as
algemene verskynsel selfs in ontwikkelde lande voorkom,..

Hy het die gedagte geopper toe hy by die SABRA-=kongres

gepraat het oor die groot fing®i&le eise wat die verskaffing

van swart behuising aan die owerhede stel en etlike maatreEls

voorgestel om die koste te verminder,

Wat plakker=-gebiede betref, het mnr Kotzé ges@ dit moet beplan,
I beheer, ceorden en van die nodige dienste voorsien word,"

Item: Swart Vakbonde Lol (rapport, 78=09=24)

Swart vakbonde en hul doen en late begin al hoe meer van n
turksvy word. En daar is n al hoe sterker gevoel dat die
Regering hierdie kwessie aan die bors moet gryp en

georganiseerde arbeid deur die bank oor dieselfde kam skeer.

F

Op die oomblik bestaan dacr n oncemaklike anomalie.

+ Swart vakbonde kan ingevolge bestaande wetgewing nie by
die Oepartement van Arbeid as wernemersorganisasies gerecis-
treer word nie, maar hulle is aan die ander kant ook nie
onwettige ligoame nie.

+ Geregistreerde vakbonde het sekere beperkinge op hulle,
soos bv die verbod op deelname 2an die politiek (tevordering
van sekere politieke standpunte, werwing vir bepaalde kandi-
date en die skenking van geld on sekere politieke oogmerke
te bpevorder)., Swart vakbonde is nie 2an hierdie teperkinge
onderwerpo nie,

Da=r is ook ander eienaardighede onder die huidige bestel
moontlik, Volgens werkgewers worc n groot getal werkkomitees
wat ingevolge die Wet op 2zntoe-arbeidsverhoudinge ingestel
kan word, ceur swart vakboncdlede beman., Dit is dus heeltemal
moontlik dat lede van swart vakbonde sodoende in elk ceval
kan deelneem zan onderhandelinge oor lone en diensvoorwaar-
des.

n Ander ding wat in die laaste tyd kop uitgesteek het, is
Inkatha se verklaarde voorneme om sy net wyer as kultuur te
span en toe te sien dat sekere arbeidskodes by swartes se
werkplekke toegepas worz, Party mense sien dit as die
Jitsteek van cie politike skilpzd se “op. Inkatha is deesdse
nie net tot Zoeloeland of «atal beperk nie. Hy staan bv ook
sterk in n plek soos Sowetoc. Voorts is cdit interessant om
daarop te let dat van gdie nzgenceg certig swart vakbonde wat
bestaan, in n pa=2r strategiese bedrywe nesceskop het: dinge
soos die chemiese bedryf, 2ie vervoercedryf, cie metaaltedryf
en dies meer.

LN N

Die gevoel in die nywerheid is dat deur alle lede van vak-
bonde onder oie dissipline van die wet (Industrial Conciliation
Act) te plass, word feitlik verseker dat verantwoordelike
vakbondleicing caarcestel word.

Jp cie oomblik staan git sover dit swert vaxoonge Detref, elke
politieke acitator vry om op cis vaxconc-we te «lim om sy eie
politigxe denxk-iztinc te oevorder (iets wat cerecistreesrde
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geen manier om

Daar is ook

En dis n ope geheim, is aan Sake-Rapport ges&, dat

insae te verkry in die bronne en aanwending van hul fondse

nie.
mil joene ter beskikkxing van swart vakbonde gestel word.

blanke vakbonde onts8 word).
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