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Editorial

We heave sat oursslves the task o

ringing
out six issues during 1981,

to consolidate the project in several arsas,
The esditorisl group will attempt td msstablish
contact with as many of our distributors as
possibla, to discuss the project, ask for
constructive criticisms, elicit articles and
stimulate ressarch and investigation,

I The bresk until WIP 16 aeppears can bs used

groups who do not receive WP, but could both
I contribute to and benaflit from the erjlct.

The editors slsc ask distributors ‘and :
individual readers to pay owing amounts as
promptly as they can to maintain the finasncial
self=sufficiency snd independence of the

¢ Journal,

" Individual readers, groups and crganisations
ars invited to participate in the project by
pasaing P on to friends, commanting on the
publication, suggesting lssues to be couared,
contributing documentation, articles, debetes
and information, . )

We hops to strengthen our pattsrn of.
distribution through groups, and to avoid
commarcially=based Individual distribution as
far ss possible, '

Remembar that WIP publishes ;!Hﬂ_m -
whera information prassntsd sometimes suggests
directions, snalysss snd implicationsj materia
is preassnted Tor debats snd criticism rathar
than as definitive or final statsments, For
sxample, the article on Inkatha and the schools
boycott in this issus hes besn presented as
.Eﬂﬁ_‘_e_lmn!_', and we ask for further
comment and material on this undoubtably
controversial organisation snd on politicsl
processss in tha bantustans in general,

Tha debate around comsunity organisation

is slao eontinued in this isaus mnd we hope
that further contributions in this ares will
:be fortheoming.

To thoss readers who receive MIP on group
distribution schemes, but sre likely to lose
contact with distributors (eg students lesaviag
university at the end of the year), we do
suggest that you subscribs to WIP so as te
avold missing future editions,
=THE EDITDRS,
1 ————————— ———
"The nature of Work in Progress, which
is to stimulate debets and pressnt

controversial views; ensures that the
opinions expresssd do not necessarily

I reflect the views of the sditorisl |

collective.
-




Understanding the

Community Councils Act

IT must be noted thet these 'Impressions'
relete to the initiol Comswunity Councils
Act (125 of 1977) end do not take inte
sccount the amending legislastion. Far
example; the Comsunity Councils Amendment
Act (286 of 1%76) "allows the cinister to
ceclare 8 by=election to Flll seats om @
community cowncil either left vacant in the
main glection or vacant due to cesignntions,
deaths, ete, Previously vacanclies wero
Filled by designation by the minister®
(Sucrvey of Race Relations, 17 B:333),

1« What is & Community Council?®

= It is & body of persons elected Ly residents
with Section 1 rights From a particular ares
to carry out certain Funckinns and duties in
that area.

2. What power does the Finiater of
Co=operation and Usvelopment and .the
Administration Boards have over tha
Community Council system?

= The Minister takes the decision to establish

8 Community Council by notice in the Government

Gazette, Prior to such decision he is

reguired to consult the Urban Bantu Councils

end Bentu Advisory Soards in the area. IF
none exist-he is required to consult the
residents in a manner he thinks fit.

= The Hinister has the power to dissolve any

Community Council st any stage, after

consultation with the relevant® Administration

Board, whan he deems it in the public interest

or when he is cequested Eu do so by thatl
Cuomaunlty Council.
= The  inister directs what puwers end

functions a Community Council shall have sfter

consulting with the relevant Administration
Hoatd and that Community Councils; These
pouers and Functions, described below, Ace
limited by statule, .
= The i‘inister hes the power after consulting
the relevant Adeinistration Ooard end a
Lommunity Council, to withdraw any power
vested in a8 Community Couneil and may inm turn
confer or impose certain powers so wikthdraswn
nn the relevant Adminigtretion Board,.

= Tha Hinister or sny body or persons
suthorised by him may teke such steps as he
may deem necessary to ensure the continuektion
of the functions of & Community Council,

= The FMinister &fter consulting the relevent
Administration Boerd and Community Cowncil-
has the power to make regulations or apply
existing reguletions effecting & wide range
af Community Council ectivity inecluding

. @lections to Community Councils, periocds of

office of membera; their conditions of service
and powara and duties, conduct aof meetings,
emp loyment of staff, control over Financial
effairs and any other matter the regulation

of which ls in the opinion of the Minister
necessary or desirable for the effective
cartying out of the Commsunity Councils Act,’

‘3. Whet are tha compositions, powers and

pags

functions of the Community Councils?

= A porson who is not o citizen of tha
Republic of South Africe (eg a citizen of the
Transkel or BophuthaTeswane) is not nualified
ko be a member or vote in the election of a
Community Cowneil, .

= ‘lhere there is & shartfall in the number af
persons el cted to a Community Council or
where no prrsons are elected im an election,
the Rinister has Lhe power to designate so
mony persons notbt exceeding the shortfall in
membars, to the Council. (See the introduction
sbovwe For an smandnent to this prnvilinn].

- It is & punishable offence For s member or
a person in the service of a Community Council
to disclose information scquired by him in

the course of his dutlies except under cerctailn
circumstances.

= Powsrs which may be vested in the Community
Council by the Minister include matters
felating to the administration end allocation
of housing, the prevention and combatting of
unlawful eccupetion of land and huLidlngi,

the approwal of building plans and private
dwellings, the removal snd destruction of
unauthorised or abendoned buildings or
structures:. The promotion of the moral and
soclal welfare of persons living Iin its area
and the promotion of sound community
developmont, The administration of sport end
recreational Tecilities and library services.
The maintenance of services determined by the
Hinister.

= A Community Councll may control and manange

8 community guerd Im ite srea,

= N Community Council may make recommendations
to the Hinister uu;r @ renge of issues
including area layout snd renovation,
transport services and schools,




IT is the intention of the Nationelist

government, through the Comsunity Council

‘ system; to grant s meapure of self government

to urban african communitiss. The system was
designed to replace the inaffactive and
unpopular Urban Dantu Councils and Bantu
Advisory ODoards snd has been advertised as
s progreassive and enlightensd developoent
in government policy os.it affects africans
in urban arees.

' what is immediately evident is the
crucial role which the Minister of Co-operation
and Development plays Iin the nperation of the
Eu-unihr Council system. ‘lis power over
the Community Founcils is shsolute, Tha
Community Councils in turn heve no independent

, powers to determine the development of urban
africen communities. Y

The limited powars which they are
sccorded by atatute lis totally within

In affect the Act

allows for aspects of township administration

Iiﬂiltlrill discretion.

and policing to be placed in the hands of
the Community Councils. These powers may be
withdrawn at any stage by the FMinister and
placed in the handa of the Adainistration
Boards and the South Afcicen Police.

The provision relating to operational
secrecy 1s ominous and may inhibit fres and
cpen discussion of Community Council
daciaions,.

The system is in ifitseslf inherently
undemocratic. Thoussnds of migrent workers
living in urban areas 2re not eligible aa
mambars nor may thay vota in Community
Council electiona, Should thoses who are
eligible to vote decide not to participate
in elections,; the Pinister way step Into the
bresch and designate persons es members of

“the. Community Council. (See comments iﬁ
introduction).

The sbiding impression one has of the
Community Councils Act Is that it sesks
merely to replacge white functioniries wikth
ulack Functionaries in the overall
sdainistration of the btownships, ‘that Pantu
SFPolra Adminlctralion Noards wuzed bn o the

IF thay
If thare are

Communilby Coumell will oow ea,
-cn-un-rutn oll will bhe wnll.
disputes ond differances,; the FAinlster mey
There is no
fundemental slteration in approach. Tha

withdraw tiweir power..

powar to detecwine the dostinics of afrigans
in urban areas still livs wery euch §n bhp
hands of thre statae,

Community

Councils:
Control and
Co-option

THE messive upsurge of popular struggle over
the pest months appears to be having ite
affects on the plesaning and implementstion of
the South African state's "new' constitutionsl
dispensation. Indeed, in recent weeks, two

of its major planks = the "Black' and
'Coloursd’ Counciles = have been dropped with
unsurprising rapidity (not te mention
conslderable side=steppling and double-talk

courtesy of PuW Botha).
uncertainty obviously existent within the

The confusion snd

ranks of the dominent clesses over the
go=called "constitutional guestion® has been

mirrored by policy declisions taken sbout a
lower level of stake Functioning: that of
the community councils,. g ]

Hers too, it is clesr that things are
hot what they should ba, On July 31, tha
Hinister u? Co-operation and Devalopmant
(can), Piet Koornhof, acting on the request
of Sowsto's *mayor', David Thabahali,
announced that elections for the Soweto
Council {scheduled for September 27) would
be nostponed Lo 1922 (ADM, 01.08.80). The
government, Koornhof said, was to introduce
legisletion in 19R1 providing for the
development of comemunity counclls inte
Fully=flednged locel suthorities - as
recomnendad by tha Riekert Commission,
Councll elections, thlllfﬂll; should wait for
this new era to dewnj sll those councils
whose elections fell before Oecember, 1981,
were @ligible for this postponomant = and
all they had to doy; like Thabehall, was ask.

The Fect that the election for the
widely discredited Sowsto Council Ffaced an
gnormous popular staysway From the polls;
in the context of mobilizetion over the issue
of increased rents, wes, of course, not
mentioned.

The general resction of community
councils to Koornhof's statemesnt is now
awalted = slthough hardly with excitement.

Since the promulgation of the Community
Councils Act in July, 1977, some 208 councils
(with 1 500 councillors) hesve been sstablished
all over South Africe. A further 50 to 100

are still to come, The community council

strategy represents = fors of pttespted state

. 0




tl!!l!itﬂtiﬂﬂ at tha !25!1 i!u!] an the part

of the dominant clesses = a responses; to &
lerge degrew, to the intemnsifisd popular
struggles of the 1970a. Although their
cperetion and sctivities often appeor futlle,
ridigulous and comic, nevertheless &s state
created vehicles For co-option and
) Ih:nrpnrltlnn. divarsion and fregmesntation,
and, ultimately, givision and control of
the african dominated classes in the urban
townghips; thess are In nesd of some analysis.
Questions such asi
1+ How end whare the Community Counclls
(CC) Act has been implemented?
2+ What cless Forces do communitby
councils (CCs) represent and how
affectively?
What Torms of cesistance heve been
ghown to thalr operation?
How is this operation to be seen
within the entire complex of copital
and the stete's administration and
conkrol of the reproduction of its
urban workforce?

should at this stage be possd, even if
'lﬂlﬂlrl“'lll-dirficult.

Of coureas, attempta st conmtrol and
division of the dominsted classes in South

Afcica's cities and towns are hardly & recent
davelopmant. The supposedly new, SuUpET—
improved CCe are direct descendents of thair
notoriously ineffectusl predecessors:
Advisory Boards and Urban Bantu Councils,

Advisory Boards were established in
terms of one of the provisions of ths Native
(Urban Aress) Act of 1923, The smendment
and consolidation of the Act inm 1945 mede no
difference to their functioning as purely
gongultestive bodies - which usually met once
s month with the local suthority in charge

of the control and sdministration of
townships to discuss problems and maks
recommendstions (which were ususally ignored]).
A relatively small proportion of townahip
residents were eligible to wvote for the
bosrdas, snd they tended to be monopolized
by the most conssrvative ssction of tha
sfricen petty buurgeoisie = often Tor their
own narrow sims. ' '

*Channele' of eo=option and control,
tha boards were unable - and in most ceses
ungilling = tn take any ection on popular
fissues such as rents, transport and living
conditiona, It seems that they often spent
enormous amounkts of time considering questliond
related to trading licences, freehold land
and bettar salaries for thelr meashars,
Lonking at the sctivitira of the co=munity
councils in the early 1980s one wnnders how
much things have changed]?

In 1961, Advisnry foards were repleced
by ‘ichan Rantu Councils. This proved tn be
a changa In neme and nol Tunction, which
remained purely advisory and consultotive,
Aa such, the H'C's activities usually mst
with large—-scale spakthy on the part of most
townshin residents sll over South Africag
the last thres slections Ffar the Sowsto UBC,
for example;(with once again only a small
propoartion of repistered inhabltants
allowed to vote) having parcentage polls of
32 217 and 147 respectively. #&s with
Fdvisnry Anards, the Ltrue role of the UBCs
= a8 state crested organa of division and
cuntrol, sllowing more efficient
sdministration of the urban townshipa = wes
realized by the people.

Notwithstanding this recognition of
Advisory Boards and UBCs as instrumentas of

the oppressors, the question of participation

in theas bodies was often a much—-dabated one
smong politicel orgenizatfons. The South
Africen Cosmunist Party, Tor inatence,

‘ was involved to some extent in the uplrltiﬂh
of ABs in the 19%40s; In the 19508 Eh'rllyl:
some debate in the ranks of the Africen

*National Congress (ANC) over the fssue of
participation in ABs snd such institutlons,
with the wespon of boycott being seen in
strategic, rather then purely 'moralistic'/
‘principled’ . In this context we
cennot go into Ffurther details it is
necessary to realize,; however,; that the

tarms.

guestion of participetion in tha CCa of the
late 19708 end early 1980s is hardly one
without some historic mhota,

It has alresady been suggrsted that the
CC strategy represents & form of attempted
stete restructuring on a local lewvel,
of course, it is important to recognize the
fact that under cepitalism, CCa (and similar
institutiona) "ore «+. and have alweys been

Hare;

en aspect of nationsl government which in
kurn is port of the state' (Cockburn,; 1977:
2), The often repested call from community
councillors and the like for full swunicipal
sutonomy along the lines of white
municinalities often seems to (unsurprisingly)
miss the polnt that CCas and whikte
municipalities are Just different forms of
the logel copitalist state, and s such,
fulfil the eesential Function for the
dominant cleasses of reproducing In part the
capitalist system in South Africe as =
whole.

Previous srticles in WIP have detailed
the "policy' of Total Strategy followsd by
the dominant classes iIn South Africa’ in
response to the crisls conditions of the late
15708, And it is guite clear that the




) craation of 200 Community Councils must be
viewed in the context of the glorious ara of
Wishahn, Riekert, Urban Foundatlion, Jen
Lombard; wtc. Here, it is on two levals
that we should ase the operation of CCs:

1+ Tha nesd of the dominant classses,
in a period of crisis; to sxtend participetion
" in the politicel structures of the (up to
now) racially exclusive stete, Thus, CCs:
& 'neu' way for some 'Urban Africana' to
pitti:ipltl in the running of their townships

(and, therefore, their lives). Low level
politics and & strategy for Lncorporaktion of
parts of tha urban african working class and
patty hnurﬁlnliil = & strategy which sppesrs
now to be In some disarcrey. Hence the walt
until 1982:..
2+ dJdith capital snd tne ltlil Finding
it incresalngly difficult to provide acme of
" the "services' necessary for the reproduction
of the working class, 1t 1s now becoming
vitsl that "black communities .., bear to an
increasing extent s nreater part of the total
burden in sonnectlon with tpr provision of
services in their ow’ communities' (Riekert
Commission). [(hus, Community Councils are
given "municipal stetus'; and told to colleckt
the rents (e question dealt with in WIP 12),
The legislestion thet; acc-rding to Koornhof,
will be passed in 1981 will, parhaps, clarify
the situstion In regard to this.
It is now possible to exsmine the
functions snd powers sscribed to CCe by bthe
_ 1777 Acts This is dona briefly h;r- = as the
Act LIs covered in another artice In this losue
of WIP. The context in which the Act was
passesd = wide=scele militancy and mobilization
af the people of Soweto,; lesding to the
af fective depstruction of tha Sowsto UBC and
the rise of the Committes of Ten in Juna 1977

= 18 well=known (see MIP 10) and is not
snalysed to any extent here, However, one
impartsnt point g.hnuld be madeé t the
powars and Functions of tu-unitr Councils,
sccording to the Rck, do have a cerktaln
degres of 'fleaxiblility' - and how the councils
have been (and are) implemented in differsnt
townships is cruchally dependent on the level
of militancy there,; the forms .of organisation
existent (notsbly of the "Civic Assocliation'
type) and the resistence to their opsration.
Tha Act details certalin powsrs and
responeibilities which the RNinister of CAD
may place on CCs. The moat i-pﬂrtint af thase
ares

-

1, the allocation and sdainistration of
the laktting of housing and dwallingaj

2+ the spproval of building planaj;

3, the removal of unsuthorised dusllings
= and the prevention of unlswful dccupation;

4, the maintensnce of "services' in
the townshlpsjg

S5, tha provision that mesbers :-n_ilrvt
an ares school boardsg

G, Ethe allocalion and administratiun
of scheol and church sites; )

T+« the allocation and administration of
trading sites;

B, the "advising' and assisting of
bantustan representatives In the townshipsj

9, the levying of dog (and other
sngpecified) taxes.

Most important; however,; is Section
5(1){n) of the Act, which gives the Rinister

* the power = after consultation with Ehn

appropriate Aﬁiniltruti.un Honrd = Eo hanr
ovar to a specific Councl]l powers, ilulles
and responsibilities not specified in the
original Act. In other words, powerscan be
pessed down from Uoards to CCs. Althnugh,

in theory, this is meant to help EE; to
attain "Ffull,; independent municipal status'
= a8 state ofFiclels so consistently and
esgerly put it - thes atory in presctice is a-
differant one, The handing down of powers
from Administration Boards cem only go a

+ cortain distance ... and no further. Thus,

influx control, for exsmple, is always in Che
hands of the Bosrds (and it would be naive
to imagine otherwise). Koornhof -E-tld at
the insugurstion of the Dliepmsadow Council in
December, 1978, that 'The Act is s vehicle
For a purposa, If the purposs cannot be
achisved by tha vehicle, I will change the
vehicle to suit the purpose' (Informa, Dot
1979). The limits on the old vehicle are
VErY iu:h inbuilt features of Soukh African
Elpltlllll,.hniiﬂlr. Thus,; WRAB's new
chief director,; CJ Bezulidenhout; speaking in
May this year, stated that Administration
Bosrds would exercise "creative withdreawals®
from the controls in africen townshipa. AL
the sams time, though, creativity
notwithatanding, "there would slways be room -
for the bosrd as o co-ordinating body
somewheare hetween lncal government and central
government® (Star, 21.05,.°20),

it Ils Lhis relationship between Admin
itoards and LEs which has caused community
councillors all over the counkry much
heartache and many a sleerpless ninht as they
pandar the ninghtmare ispue: "ore we lﬂ-chIDQi
ol eunoeny webileles with oo efFlfective
puwerst"?

nwy Lhan, have Euiﬂunltr Counciles been
eabtablished all over South Africa = -in over
20N townships = since roughly the beginning
af 1WHY e procrdure sesms Lo be as
follows: b

1+ The Yepartment of CAD gazebltes that



s CC is to be sstablished in a particular
_township - this ususlly within a pericd of
six months.

2. Tha Adsin Board tesponsibles - of ten
in consultstion with the then existing Form
of representation (UBCs usually, but sometimes
still Advisory Boards) sets a date for an
election,

3: The alction takes place. Depending
on the sizge of the township, it is divided
into wards, Some elections have taken place
alang '-thnf:' lines, while others have not.
Only registered inhabitants of the townahip
may vote, along with hostel dewellers.

4, The (hopefully) 'elected" CC
negotistes with the sppropriste Admin Board
s to fts duties and decides what powera are

to ba transferred.
) 5: In a heart=rending induction
caramony; thea CC 1s inducted. The document
hending over powers ls signed by
representatives of both the CC end the Hoard.
This is usually effective for a year. A high=
powatad atate offliclal = in moat casaes
seemingly the ﬂlputr-ﬂlni:tl: of CAD, Dr G de

V Morrison, who seems to heave made this
somewhat of a speclality - glves & spasch,
showsring forth such paternalistic brilliance
I;I'Flﬂpll heave to crawl before they cen walk'
(he said this st the induction of the
Gugulstu Council in Septembar; 1979 = Sunday
Post, 30.07.79).

6. Tha Community Councll crawls inteo
full action,

This process has besn repeated roughly
200 times in South AFrica ower the paat 2 1f1
yesars. Step 6 is, of course, not the finsl
one = CAD reviews the transfers esach year
and on @ bas_.s of performance or 'necessity’
hands down Turther powers, These sdditional

Sowsto's Community Council chambers at Jabulani,

e

ey, U e m -?-F"_-"-' ot

Thass ware inherited frem the old Urban Bantu Council,

transfers often seem to have taken place on
a falrly ad EEE basis: often, it sppears,
dependant on the sanction of Frans Csonjd,
Oeputy Secretary in CAD (and the official
with overall responsibility For ﬁnﬁin
Boards and CCs) or similarly placed
functionaries.

Information sbout elections is usually
sketchy, with the obvious esxception of Soweto,
What follows below, therafors,; are some
preliminary reports, glesnsed largely From
Newspapers.,

The sbory of the two elections for the
Sowsto Council in February and April, 1978,

‘is well=known, In snite of pemphlets from

the sky; Cennie Fulder's promise of eventual

autonomy fTor Soweto, the releasse of FMotlana
and other members of the Coamittee of Ten,
end the provision of special by-electlions,
the percentage polls were s pathetic 5,5%
and 65 respectively. In the second slection
only 3 600 out of an eligible 60 D00 voted
(itself & tiny figure considering the size
of Sowsto). The present position of the
soweto Council wis & wis rent incresses and
relsted issues was anslysed in JIP 12,
Early in 1978 elections were helo in a
number of townships, The poll percertesces,
in many ceses; were signiflicently higher
than irm Sowsto,. A Few exesmples are,
Daveyton (19,59%), Kwa=Thema (19,75%%),
Vesldriehoek (25%), Grahamstown (25,01%),




Fort Besufort (70-); Bedford/Adelaids (40%),
Blosmfontein (79), Crmeleo (32,67), and Port
Elizabeth (11,2%€). Of intersst hers =
although this is & broad genaralisation - is
the Fect that percentesges in rural towns are
usually higher than those in cities. The
importance of the artiflicial situstion of
tribalism/ethnicity in voting is difficult
to gauge at this stegej it is clear that
further informetion on élections/compnsition/
eperation of CCe = notebly in smaller towns
= s urgenktly regquired.

Such informetion would enable us,; for
instance, to assess the significence (if sny)
of the induction (following ln."lintinn-j
of Councils im the past year iﬁ such plages
as Guguletu,~ Memelodi, Galssws (Kimberley),
Kegiso, Kstlehong, Tasskane [énhpm} and
mhluzi (Middelburg). Thass inductions were
marked by s handing down of powers i_"'rul
. Admin Bosrdaj this initial transfer, .

:_ -howsver, .pp-iu to have been, in #ll cases,
" @ very limited ona, sven within the
extremely olrcumporibed powers CCs gan
axert.
‘It sesms thst CCs generally sre to
stquire powers in the ssss piscemesal way as
. the Sowsto Council was granted its dutiss:

' firstly, given control over housing mattara
(ae specified in the Act), permission to
sstablish community guards (aleo ms in the
Act) and its own tressury (for Sowsto in
Juna, 1978)j then more control over its own
financisl affairs (June, 1979); ite own
salaried officials (November, 1979); and
ssconded Admin Boesrd officials to operate
under its control (Decembar, 1979).

Quite clearly "municipesl sutonomy' is
still = long way off if snd when the state
givea" CCe powers in this way. Rathar, ths

strategy ls one that ensures responsibility
for providing townahip ‘earvices' falls
directly into the laps of ths 'electsd' CCe.
'The Community Councils must consider mastters

and ilgl the rap iF thinqilqu wrong® as ex=

director of YAAB put it (5 Tcihune, lu.n_r}.ﬂn',l. '

ey from the perspactive nf a Lowelo cnucillor,
"The council heas basn nlven tha powar kn
control snd draw lEs huodget, ot it is Lreoket
kﬂa.t, 25.10.7%). And It is thon, of course,
that rents are raised ... bnd bhe chickons
come home to roost Tor the Cts in bthe Torm

of mobilization and rosistanc: wninst their
actionss *

Jut before looking at this resistunce
it is necessary to look at what class
interessts CCs represent, given the balsnce of
class forces in particular townships and in
South African soclety generally at this
point, Nowlthstsnding the crudity of the
formularisation, the Councils can perhaps beat
be sean as the guintessence of petty bourgeois
politics, Thelr slected members dreawn
from the ranks of the trsditional and new
petty bourgeolisie (traders; buresucrats and
profeaslionals largely), the Councils = snd
their netional organ UCASA (Urbsn Councils
Association of South Africa) = cessslsssly
articulate demesnds .over such issues =s
freshold land tenure snd business rights.

The distance from the discourse and practices
of the working cless is merked - ss from the
reslities u'l" suploitation, Given too,; the
Council's objective Tunction as organs of
gontrol,this is hardly surprising.

Interesting imn this _.I.‘ﬂll‘lh ls the fTact
that via the agency of CCas, the South African
stete sesms to be successfully creating its
own ssall-scale locelided, Matenzimas snd
Pphaphus. Cossunity ceuncillors

often spend & large smount of their time .
in attempting to incresse thelr own allowences/
salaries (often R150 to RZ00 per month),
ewarding their friends end Ffamily mambers
(not to mention themselvesd) trading licences
and sites, buying themselves "mayoral' cacs-
and ligquor cehinets; beating up their enemias
with their own private nﬂli:lfulgillﬂti
Forges, and &0 oOn, L

hnencies of control -na-?htl._‘lun.
creatad by theo state to extend affectivaly

~masningless 'political® rights to a section

of the urbusn dominated clesses and to ensure
Lhet the townships = site of the sxtended
reproductlion of nanltli;' wnrkforce = "pay
Lheir own way' and -mliihd by & small
(end oftan enuml‘lﬁ*ﬂi af tha petty
bourgenisiey the piéiﬂil palnted up. to this
point of CCs is @ blesk one. And that the
true functions of CCé in some areas hes been
reslized is svidenced by the lack of
participation in these "instrusents of the
oppressor’. There is-not the spece here to
overview sdequately thes debste over
participation = which ;, a8 we indicated
esarlier; has long historic roots = In CCe.
While bodies such ss the Committes of Ten,
Sowsto Civiec Association snd PEBCO (while

it effectively operated) have maintained
Fairly consistently, & stand of non=
participation {('Until and only whan that dey
comes that we blecks have representation in
the central government would pesople like

.mysell sgree to sarve ;.. Tha communikby

councils sre & non=avent and I refuse to
dignify them with a comment'! = FRotlana,
Post, 21.05.80) Inkatha's position hess besn
more fluid (end mirl;-]. The 'possibly yes
= possibly no' stance of 1978=9 wes

- supplsnted by a definite "no' in January,




1980 = this over the guestion of participation
in Soweto elections {in Natal, percentage _
polls in CC eslections are sald to be high as
a result of Inkatha encouragement and

snthusiasm).
ceme Buthelezi's statemant an CCa in

Th-n; in April this year,

Vosloorus (significent, as the level of CC
organisation on the East Rand appears to be
the highest in the country):

I ||y1hu you bluntly: do not be ashsmed
to enter the fray at the level of "
Community Councils ... (they)... are not
the vahicles of individual encichmant.
They must be turned into chariots which
rush us into battle' (Star, 14.04.80).

Hnulunr; desplte Buthelezi's Fiery

imagery (drawn , it seemed, strainht from

'Ben Hur' or suchlike) by late July there

had been second thoughts, and Peter Davideson,
Inkethe publicity officer on the West Rand,
stated that Inkaths would not take part in
the Soweto elections = wntil the Councll was
mede financislly viable, a process he

soempd to eqeate wikth giving Lt the land it
contralled and the houwses on it,

Obviously, i1f the land belonged to the
people, they wouldn't resist paying higher
rents, Davidsen was implying, and anly then
would Inkatha be prepared to hawve anything
to do with the CC, With Inkatha's statement,
the Soweto elections hn;ln to lonk more and
more of a no=hoperi Koornhof's postponament
s few days leter was not unempected,

However, it la, of course, not sufficien®
to examine the issue of purticinltiﬁn in CCe
with reference :ﬁl-ly to bodies such as those
referred to above. The position and electoral
stand of those parties which actuslly nominate
condidates for election, for uu;mpl.r
necesesitates examination. (The Sofasonke
Party, standing in Sowsto in 1978 on the

.

planks of demanding 1/ freehold land tenurej
2/ the abolition of influx control (1); 3/
gelectrification; for instance).

The levels of political organisation and

_lnhilitlhiun in particular townships is dlso

vital to know; as is the level of popular
militaney. And related to this is the
quaastion of resistance to the sctivities and
oparation of CCs. Information on this is
sketchy, but In addition to recent action
taken on rent Lincremses we can list the
following instances as sxamples:

1. Thi fire=boablng of members of the
Kagiso UBC {(and one Soweto counclllor) in
Harch, 1978 (Post, 02,03,80),

2. The resistance to the renaming of
Port Elizebath's two townships by the CC
= from Red and White Locatlons to Hasangwana=
ville and Cetuville respectively (the second
being the neme of & councillor). This was
dascribed as "ebsurd, stupid, unwarranted
and smacking of self-aggrandisement' (Sunday
Post, 13.07,80),

3 Tha fight of the residents of Mbekweani
(Pesarl) to have the CC's election declared
invelid = which the Supreme Court in Cape
Town eventually did in June this year
(Grassroots, 3).

4, The attempted attack on Josiah
Fatjile, the chairperson of the Vasl Community
Council, in Sebokeng in late July after rent
incresses. Two body-guards were injured as -
FMetjila was driven eway im & pulict cary; with
watflng shots being firad as people stormed

. and atoned the wvan .

Hore insktences such ss these could be
guoted, and Ffurther information would be
most desirable. (It would be interesting,
for example, to k;uu the community's attitude
to and actions towards the CC ing; say,; Fort

Baaufort = slected on & T poll; es was noted
sarlief = o town now undergoing generalised
popular "unrest’ ). In any luuni. It aeams
clear that the CC stretegy will not be
implemented without coneidersble popular
struggle and resistsnce,

And Ethis hringi us back ko the ulginnlhg
of this ;rtinin‘ for the snnouncesent of tha
postponement of the Soweto Council elections
= and the spparent rethinking of tha Community
Council slrategy = 15 directly related to
the resistance engendered by the operation
of the Councils.

1t doas not seem essantlal Here to
summarise the main thrust of this article;
the creation of Comaunity Councile, it hea
been suggested must be seen as ona of the
responses of the dominant clasees (in the
context of intensified and persistent
popular militanmey) to the neeads of

1. somawhat extending *pacticipation®
in the political structures of the astate.

This has necessitated the establishment of
yot another "puppet' institution {-hinh is
net to deny that the possibility of such an
ingtitutlion becoming the arena of struggle
and politicization exists = cruclally
dependent on the balance and conflguration
of class forces in a given period),
manipulated end controlled by reactionary
petty bourgeocls elemantsj

2+ ogqreater control over the
ldminilh::tinn?riprnductlun of capital's
urban workforce = and the necessity of
shifting the responsiblility of the provision
of services on to the backs of the popular
classes.

" This survey of the genesis and cperation
of the CCs haa been, however, somewhat
schematic: Aress which have not been covered



in sny depth = snd should psrheps be the
sub jegt of further investigation and
- reasarch = are)

the guestion of cosmunity guards., The
Agt provides for » Community Council

to mansge and control such a guard in
its ares., How do thess guerds function?
What is their relstion to i, privets
police forces (such as Thebehsli's
notorious All Wetion Police Fores)j ii.
SAPp 11i. Makgotls (= very meglacted
sub ject; and iv. Bantu Commissionsr'a
Courtap

the internal organisation of CCa. How
do the comaittess sppointed Tunction? .
what is the role of opposition parties?
This leads on to ...}

regional snd neationsl orgenisetion of
CCa:; On national orgenisation, UCASA
was Fformed in October, 1978, snd heas

1 D00 out of 1 500 councillors as
members (organised regionally) st
prassnt, It holds regulsr conferences,
chats now and sgain to Koornhof and his
functionsries, snd considers itself =
'major spokesman for urban blacks'

(rOm, 22.07.80). ALt its most recent
meating, tha Associstion resolvad to
teckle issues like finance of the
Councile; deficits) 99-year lesss and
lessshold in genersl; housing shortages;
unamployment) snd trensport, Its
agctivitiss should be monitored; .

the nuestion of financing of Councile has
not been considered st sny length hers.
The Browns Commission's Firat report
ssemad to duck the issus somewhet, snd
it remains sn important pre-occupation
of Councils = and tha opposition to them,
UCASA, for instance, outlined in Aptil
six steps the stete should take: to give
annusl grents to Councils (es is the case
with bentustans); to write of f deficits
of all councils immadiately; to teke
whita Admin Board officlals from the
payroll of CCej to give intersst fres
loana to Councils; to astsblish =
development Tund For urban africean aressj
to phasa out Admin Boardsj

the rslation of Councils to WAFCOC,
Sowsto Chambar of Commerce and Industry,
stc. Thir relation often appears to be

']

, & somewhet problematic one, given tha

Counciles® penchant for Lssuing trade
licences to their femily and friendas.
What will be the effect of ths recent
snfouncument by Louls Rive that limited

industrisl devslopsent can occurj

‘tha relation of Councile te the whole
Louis Rive LCOVLAN, stc, initiative
should also bn considered. And, also,
of . coures,; that to the irban Foundationg
finally the locatlon of tha CC strategy
to the sntire restructuring of urban
conkrel in the 1970s has not besn
sdequately theorized and detniled. The
Council-Admin Bopard relstion is witasl
here, as is that of ths Councils te

CAD (snd, mosi rmlevently, Keornhof ),
The sntire chein of commend nesds some
urgent attention. '

with Louis “ive's "fantastic mission'
(and indeed i: ic) coming to fruition, with
Community Council: drewing up wild and
sxtravagant hudﬂli# te "run' thelr own
townshipe, and with the popular resistance
to the operstion of the Councils on the
ineroass, all thess guestions are worthy of
somg sttempt at an answar,. For, In spite of
the atrategy belng in somewbat of o state of
flux at the moment, the legislation the stmtas
is cooking up for CCs for 1781 will be of

some relevance to contemporary strunole.

Community

Organisation

—a . response

INTRODUCTION.
WHAT 15 progressive community ntq:nltitlnn!
An article on this topic in Work In Progress
11 suygests that such organisation is the
opposite of what is usually called
"comaunity development'. The article Ffurther
sryues that the proyressive organisation of -
communities has Lo move into the realms of
political struggle - sway froa helping the
poor and towards oryanising the working
class sgainst exploitstion. The 'problems
of the poor' age the

"loyicel outcome of a weak and

disorganised working class which

because of its lack of strength is

" wunable to win the victories necessary

for it to improve ites lot in the short
term, and to gain political powsr in

the long term™ (WIP 11:36).
The #1PF 11 erticle therefore points out the
nesd to 'restructure the system'. The aajor
problem with what is referred to as -
"community development' is that it ignores

“the basic prerequisite feor .ni such

improvement in the quality of life of

the working cless: its organisstion

as a political force" (W 36).

But how is this political organisation
to occur? How is the systam Lo be
restructured? The WIP 11 article suggests
activity which '




"aims at providing the working class
with the organisational strength to
look after its own interssts, to win-
higher wages, better working conditions
and....to win fros the state tha kinds
of sesrvices and amenities necessary to
ensure a healthy and human living
environment, an environment whieh is
controlled and ostermined by the

working class iteelf* (WIP 11:39, my

emphasis)..

This seems ko suggest that the political
organisation of the -nrﬂlng claas should
follow the lines of Western European social
democracy where Lhrough the organisastion of
'8 atrong lesbour movement, the working class
tries to force concessions from the cepital-
ist clasa. These concessiona are sometimes
implemented th{Eth 8 particular type of
state; namely_the 'iilflrr' state .

Where does organmisation of the working
class in the community Fit into this social
democratic view? The WIP 11 article takes
note . of the importence of trade unionism in
organising workers at their plece of work.
It then goes on to sugyest that there are
other areas where organisation can be

progresasive, and gives two reasons why
organisation in the community is important:
firstly, the article argues that political
organisation of the working class in the
community is important because of the
steate's inadequate provision of basic
services to the working class. For example,
"it is only as s collectively
orgenised force that the working class
will be sble to demand & well run
national health service that provides
adeguete care fFor all™ (WIP 11:40).
Political organisation of the working class
in the community thus exerts pressures on
the state for better conditions outside of
the factories.

Secondly, the article argues that community
organisation is importent bacavae it aims
at people controlling their own lives and
institutions - cresting & living embryo of
the new society in the womb of the old.

In response to all this, |l will argue
that the WIP 1l article's assumptions
about political organisation of the working:
class are possibly reforasist, and therefore
limited. I will further argue that thia is
because the article lacks a clear outline
of the relationship between workplace,
community and the state - and that as @
result it offers little direction as to how
community organisation relates to
'restructuring the system'.
JCUMHUNLTY URGANISATION'.

Community organisation covers a wide
range of issues - including poor housing,
high rents, bad health fecilities, low
standard municipal services, buafares, etec.
Uryanisation around these issues is grouped

together as nnnlunitf organisation because

it involvea problems esnd organisation
outside of the workplece. Becauses these
issues are outside the workplace, they often
affect more groups tham just the working
class. And because community organisation

is organisation in communities, it often
combines these different groups, with their
different problems and diiunﬂl. into one
body .

Problems like rent incresses and high
bugfares affect mainly the working class.
The bourgeoisis and petty bourgeocisie can
vasually afford to pay !lnt.iﬂcrlllll, and
avoid high busfares by using their own cars.
Quite often the demands that these two
classes make in community organisstion are

not aimed at changing the ghatto, but at
gatting themeeslves out of it% For exampls,
the demands for blecks to buy property in
any area is clearly not a demand which would
benefit workers already struggling to buy
food end clothing, let mlons beaing able to
buy private houses. Different cleasses will
thus feel the same problem in different
waya, and will have different types of
demunds .

In analysing community organisstion it
is therefore important to see whose
problems an organisation takes up, and which
classes directly control the organisation.
It is important to see whether the strategile
snd methods of community orgenisation bring
larye sections of the working cless into
mass politicel organisation - or whether
initiative and struggle is taken into Lthe
hands of a small lsadership involved in
top=level negotistions and costly legal
battles. Finally, it is important to see how
the organisation of the working cless in

.the community relastes to orgenisation in

the workplace.

COMMUNITY ANU WuRKPLACE - THE DIVISION.

In everyday lifes a line is drawn

between the workplace end the community.
This division in Ffact reflects the structure

of capitalist society, snd mirrors the
distinction between the "political' and the
‘economic'. Pre-capitalist societies had
little physical or social division batween
workplace and community. Economic exploit-
ation took on & more directly political Form
than it doss within. capitalist production,
This wes becsuse the pre-cespitalist
exploiting classes usually did the sxploiting
directly through the state. Capitalist




society is different beceuse although the
state helps in exploitation, it does not
itself do the exploiting of lsbour. The
state helps, for example, to force peasants
of f their land in order to create & labour
force Four the capitalist class. This gets
the system of capitalist production going.
In South Africe, the atate helpa in
exploitation by distributing -arkari Lo
certain economic sectors (farming, mining,
‘construction) by using the pess lews, influx
control and labour bureaux.

The state also safeguards exploitation
by protecting private propecty and keeping
*lew and order', as well as fostering
economic growth, building roads and railway
and printing- and controlling money.

dut despite all this; the state in
capitalist society is outside the basic
way that exploitation takes plece. In
capitalist society, the exploiting cless
doss not have to directly use the state to
carry out the exploitation of the direct
producers. The workers - having been
separated from their land and other means
of subsistence - can only survive by selling
thair ability to work to those who own the
Farma ; mines and factories.

- The employers buy the workers' ability
to work, and make surplus velue and profit
by not paying for all work performed.
Becauses workers have no other way to make a
living, they have no choice = within the
system - but to sell their lesbour and be
exploited.

Under capitalism, then, thare is a
,spparation between exploitation and the

stete - @ geparation between the economic
snd the political. This is what is behind
the division of workplace from community.

Expluitation takes pliE; in the workplace
and looke as if it has nothing at all te

do with the state; in contrast, community
problems ere seen &8s the fault of the state.
This often gives rise to separate and
parallel working cless struggles: trade
umions try to win more fFrom boases; civie
sssociations try to win more from the state.
Such struggles accept this separation as

a yiven fact of life, end assume conditions
in the workplace and in the community can

be improved by pressure in both areass.

CudMUNITY AND WURKPLACE - THE LINKS.

Under capitalism, working cless reslity
is split between the seemingly "apolitical’
workplace and 'political' civic and community
life. but although there is this basic
separation, the tvo areas are also linked
and interdependent. 1t is within this basic
framework of the separation and the links
batween workplace and community issues that
progressive community organisation can be
grasped and understood. Progressive comsunity
organisation desls with those issues outside
of the workplace which affect the working
class. But beceuse the working class is also
directly involved and affected by what
happens in the workplace, the two apheres
are interlinked. _

Firstly, problems like high rents and
buafares in the community ere directly
affected by the exploitation in the workplace
throuygh the wage which hea to meet rent and
transport coats. Poverty in tha home is
caused by exploitation in the workplace.
Certain working cleas problems experienced
outside of the workplece are therefore
directly related to relationships within the
workplace - and the grievances can lead to

urglhilltinn for a better deal in both \
workplece and community.

Secondly, many other working clasa
problems in the community and also - in the
last resort - caused by the relationships in
the workplace, but less directly. Poor
sanitation and health services; and bad
roads, street lights and recreation/sports
facilities seem at first to be the fault of
the state. Throuyh these sorts of community
issues, working cless grievances often focus
on Lthe state rather then on relationships
in the workplace., But & closer look shows
the reason why the. state hes come to provide
these services - and why it gives them s0
poorly - is because of the nature of
capitaliat production.

Historicaelly, the capitalist state hes
deve loped & 'welfere' role where it acts Lo
make sure that individual capitalists, in
cut-throat competition with each other, do
not exploit the working cless so much that
it cennot reproduce itself. In its
responsibility to reproduce the working class
and keep the system going, the state may
sometimes bring in minimum laws for wages
and maximum working hours. 1t may also do
things like provide housing, education and
transport. Out these services coat money,
and will ultimately mean that there is leas
money For capitalista' profit and
reinvestments. 5o it is not surprising that,
even with working class pressure on the
state, these services are usually little

more than the barest minimum nuudiﬁ to keap

workers alive, get them back to work each
day, with a basic education and in a certain
minimum state of heslth. (This is the reason

why, in capitalist society, orgenisation to

win concessions Ffrom the state - as suggested




by the WIP 11 article -tends to be reformist)
Given the 'ampolitical' nature of
. immediate workplace grievances, and the
inadequate welfare role played by the state
outside the workplace, it is only to be
expected that civic issues and the state
have become important arenas of struggle

under capitalism. Workers' struggles -
although caused in the last resort by the
failure of cepitalist production to

reproduce and fFulfil them as humans - are
not only againat employers in the uﬁrkpll:l,
but mlso aimed at the state in the community.
THE STATE, WORKING CLASS ORGANISATION,

AND THE CUMMUNITY.

If working cleass problama in the
community are caused in the lasst resort by
exploitative relationa in the workplace,
then organisation against the state that
leaves workplace relations intact is
reformist organisetion. The gquestion is then
whather community organisation has any role
to play in moving beyond the struggle for
concessions and reforms, and whether it can
develop into a struggle to transform the
vary nature of the astate and systam.

This guestion of transforming the state
taises the issue of perticipation/non-
participation in local structures of
administretion and control, and I will
discuss how this lssue relates to working
class orgeanisation in communities.

Reformist community orgesnisstion argues
for participetion in bodies ranging from
local councils to sunicipal heslth clinics in
the belisf that there is no need to transform
the state. It is seen as a neutral bedy, and
the issue is only who rules within the
state. For reformists, the capitelist

separation batweean the state and exploitation
is taken as a given Fact of life - only the
government within the state needs changing.
On this argument, it is possible to use
state structures to win better conditions in
the community.

Against this, a second view of community
organisation has steered clear of state

bodies. Inastead; non-state bodies have been
sat up to counter official institutions -
eg residents' sssocistions to Fight
managemsnt committees; civic associationa to
oppose community councils. The
here asema to be to try to build a second
atate - an independent working class
controlled state structure - alongside the
First, but atill often reflecting its
sgparation from exploitation. Sometimes
thie decision is made after sssessing the
tactical limits of perticipating in certain
state bodies. But sometimes it stems from a
hardline principle of non-collasboration.
This non-collaboration approsch of ten
misunderstands the nature of the cepitalist
state., In this view, the atate is only and
totally an arm of the capitaelist class.
Certainly the cepitalist state is not a
neutral body which can be used to achisve
the gosls of any social class which might -
in theory at least - be able to gain control
of it. But it is aleo inadequate toc ses the
state a8 & simple tool of the ruling class
which it uses at will. Rather the atate is
itself an srena of struggle and conflick.
It must then be ssked, if community
organisation hopss to promote working clamss
struggle within the state, what are the
limits and possibilitiss Ffor 'restructuring
the system' through this arena of struggle?
I have ergued that the organisation of

the working cless in the community feces the
problem of lesaving exploitative sconomic
relationsa in the workplasce intect. Does this
mean there is no importance in organising
workers in the communities - that community
organisation has no role, and is doomed to
reformism? - '

1 suggest that ths community
organisation of workers is important for a
numbar of reasons. Firstly, in terms of
support for workplece struggles, community
organisation is clearly important. The
success of the Fattis and Moni's strike and
boycott bears this out. Apnd the financial
support, pressure on township butchers,
red meat boycott, and community sppeals to
the unemployed not to sceb on the strikers,
were all important parts of the Capa Town
maat strike.

It is in this light that one can
understand the mestworkers' slogaen,

"the struggle of the meatworkers is the
struggle of the community®. The aslogan

would here be understood to be calling for
solidarity with the demands of the meat-
workers. The assumption in this wunderstanding
is still that there are two parallesl
struggles, one in the community, and one on
the Factory floor.

There is, however, a second way of
understanding the slogen. Inatead of two
parallel struggles, the slogan could be
read as referring to one struggle - that of
the working cless. Thus the struggle of
workers in the community is essentially the
struggle of this seme class in the
workplece - but a struggle which requires
victory in the workplace in order for a
succeasful change in communities to oececur.
In this understending, community support
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for workplace atruggles would not be beseg
on morel conviction and sympathy with a
"ssparate' struggle, but based on an
swaranass of the very real preconditions
for success in community struggles.

But there is more to community
organisation then aimply providing support
for the mors fundemental workplace struggles.
Rathar than Fadling svay once workplsce
struggles have besan won, organisation of Lhe
working cless in the community is important
in ites own right, and with long-term
significance.

This is fFirstly becauvse cless reletions
do not only exist in the workplasce, but also
exist - and need to be changed - in the
community. Secondly, & new atate structure
cannot simply be a structure based only on
mass democraetic organisetion in the work-
place. A state structure based only in the
workplace cennot provide For the collective
neads of the community like health, housing,
public transport and recreational facilities,
This is where community orgenisations form
"the embryd of the néw society in the womb
of the old".

CONCLUSION . .

It would seem from all this that
establishing & nevw social order which
thoroughly serves the working class would
involve not the (limited) use of the
capitalist state (which is external to
exploitation) - but rather its radical
tranaformation into & new mass democratic
organisation which unitea workplace and
community organisetion. It is thus
unrhiﬁg class struggles which organisationally
combines workplace and community issues that
provides the yerm of a new social order.

In the light of this goal, participation
in cepitalist state structures cannot be an
end in itself. The capitalist state remains
outside of relations of exploitation and
cannot therefore be used to treansform these
relations. But a new state structure that
ynites democratic workplace and community
mass organisation cannot be built overnight.
Neithar can it simply be built next to the
capitalist state. It is necessary, then, for
working claess organisation to make tactical
use of the capitalist state in order to
sdvance the cause of building new structures
which span workplace and epnnuntty.

Participation in and winning concessions from|

the cepitalist satate can play an important

role in building up working class

organisation and confidence - and Finally

in demonstrating the structural limits of

the reforms granted by the cepitalist state.
Urganisstion of the working cless in

the community is, sccording to this argument,

2 vitel part of social tranaformation. Much

research needs to be done on the role of

community organisation in linking community

and workplace; state lpd production

ralationahips.

Categories
of
Resistance

IN THE past, Work In Progress has featured
summaries of politicel trials, as well as
gsome in depth investigations of specific
trials. Other contributions in WIP, such

as the "Chronology of Conflict"™ in number
13, have relied on court records to presant

material on Forms of resistance in current
South African society.

This focus has, in general, not
concerned iftsell with the strictly legal or
procedural basis of trial proceedings, and
there are & number of ressons why political
trimls have provided meterisl of interasst
to people not professionally involved in
the legyal process. Some of these reassons
dealt with below.

The availability of information on the
activities and directions taken by the

are

dominated classes in South Africa is severely
limited. This lack of information is partly
due to the fact that a large number of
resiatence organisations have been banned,
and their publicastions, statementa and
debates may not be legally distributed within
the country. Where such groups are active

in the organisation of popular resistance,

a8 in the caese of the ANC, SACP and to some
extent the PAC, large geps in the analysis
and understanding of conflict exist within
even informed political eirclea. To some



extent, material presented in the pﬁucuudinga
of political trials provides inasights into

those organisstiona involved in resistance
activity.

Not only the banned status of certain
active oryanisations, but aslso increasing
state censorship makes important information
unavailable to groups within South Affi:l.
Acta coveriny the fields of publicationa,
police, defence, 'Key Points', "Internal
Security' and many other arsas deny members
of all social classes information on the
various dynamics which are shapiny both the
present and tha future in South Africa.
Again, to a limited extent, the study of
political trials can pruvide some of this
information. -

This situation is made worse, in that
even the limited areas aveilable for
information gathering are not used to the
full. The commercisl press, research workers
and other groups like universities have not
explored to the full the pussibilities of
making availeble more information than
currently forms pouliticel consciousnesa
within South African society. The refusal
of, for example, the press and universities
to take the long=-term strujgles of the
dominsted classes in South Africe seriously,
except with the intention of controlling and
weakening such struggles, makes the lack of
information on conflict and resistance ewven
more acute than the banning of orgenisations
and the censoring of material necessitates.

Apart from providing important
information, political trisls also give an
indication of the lavel and intensity of
popular resentment and organisation which
is present within the dominated classes.
For example, the relative lull in popular

strugyle during the second half of the
19608 is reflected in the fFact that Few
trials of pulitical activists were heard
during that period. In the same way, the
rebellions of 1976 and 1977 gave rise to
a vast number of politicel trimls in the

courts, indicatiny the widespread nature

and extent of popular resistance during
thoae years.

The trisls brought before court are
also an indication of long term trends,
both as far as resistance activity is
concerned, as well as possible state response
to such activity. For example, uvuring the
period 1974 to mid-1976, there was & marked
ineresse in the number of political trials
taking place. This was an indication that
botn resistence to the ruling clesses, and
the strengthening of opposition
organisstiona, was incressing.

Possible state response to resistance
is also reflected in triasls: for example,
the charying of & number of BPC and SAS0
leaders under the Terrorism Act, despite
the fact that their activities had been non=
violent and overt,; was an indication of the
ruling class' attitude towards the black
consciousness organisations then sctive in
South Africa. The banning of those
orgenisations in Uctober 1977 confirmed in
@ very stark way the state attitude whieh
had already been displayed when leaders of
SA50 and UPC was jailed for between 5 and
& years at the end of their trial (see
5 ve Cooper and others for details).

HBut having suggested certain ways in
which the study of political triasls can
be useful in understanding society, it muast
be noted that triasl meterial suffers from

importent limitations: any attempt to study
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trials as an indication of popular rlliltln{
must be approsched with cere; becauss thars
is no direct relation between confliet in

society, and the politicel trials which
that conflict gives rise to.
Trial records are inadequate a8 source

material for the following reasons:

= they tend to be incident, rather than
process orisnted. 1t is only the svents and
activities around specific incidents which
ere probed in trisls, rather than the total
contextualisetion of those incidents within
the history of strugyle, resistance and
contradiction within society. For example,
in a trial where a ptrlﬁn is charged witn
attackiny a police station, it is highly
unlikely that evidence would be hesrd on
why the dominated classes view police
stations as symbolas of oppression, how an
isolated attmck on the police station fite
in"with &an organisational programmes, and why
certain oryanisations and groups have
undertaken a proyreamme of armed struggle.
In much Lthe same way, trials focus on
individuals, not on the activities and
interasts of sucial clesses. The very lact
that law views the individual seperately
from his or her materisl class position,

and does not accept the antagonistie nature
of relations between clesses, is one of the
reasons why political trials reflect social
conflict in & distorted, unclear manner.

w Those involved in the administration

of law tend to want to reduce social
conflicts to erisp and clear legal issues,
and this is & process which distorts the
relationship between the triaml and the
series of events it deals with. Events,
conflizt and reality iteelf are complex,

" and often contradictory. Becausa
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individuals ars to a large extent formed

by the way they experience reality, their
activities and sctions often reflect the
cnntrldiftnry nature of the society they

live in. The attempt to reduce such
complexity to a series of crisp legal issues
is a factor which makes the political trial
of only limited use in analysing and
documanting popular strugyle and resistance.
» The nature of trial procedure also
distorts the relationahip betwean reml
social processes; and triesls. The pt;IIHE‘
of a prosecutor, trying to prove a case, and
an accused often attempting to minimise his
or her involvement in the events under
cons ideration, means that aspacts of the
actual nncurrinnil are lost or altered
when dealt with in a court hearing.
# A final factor to be remembered in the
study of ktrials is that only sctivists
apprehended by the state are brought to
court. This means that only a limited
number of people involved in struggle and
resistance are put on trial, and that in
all the remaining ceses where activists are
not arrested, the study of political trisls
reveals nothing about the mctivities of the
oppressed classes, _

Bearing in mind the limitations set out
above, it is possible to isolate some long
*term trends in resistance activity by

tracing the course of political triasls.
Subsequent to the banning of the ANC and the
PAC, and the atate's uncovering of the
Rivonia plan, the First indications of

armed guerilla struggle emerged. During

1967 the ANC formed a military alliance

with IAFU, and guerilla fighters from thess
twvo organisations fought Rhodesian security
forces on Iimbabwean soil. In these clashas,

@ number of ANC guerillas were killed, while
others escaped or were captured by security -
forces. MHore than 13 of this group were
tried by the Smith regime, and sentenced to
terms of imprisonment ranging froe 20 years
to life. During May 1980 it was reported
that 13 AMC guerilles held in limbabwean
Jails had been relessed as part of a pre-
independence amnesty for political prisoners.

However, sume of those involved in the
ANC - IAPU allisnce found themse lves on
trial in South African courts. Ben jamin
Ramotse, tried in 1970, claimed thet he had
been kidnapped by Rhodesian forces in
dotewana, and then illegally handed over to
South Africen suthoritlies. His clasim thet he
should not be tried in a South Africen court
because of the unlawful nature of his arrest
was turned down, and he was sentenced to 15
years imprisonment .

Fana Mzimels was found guilty of
undergoeing military training under the
suspices of the ANC, and in 1972 he too was
sentenced to 15 yeers imprisonment. A third
member of the ANC group who fought with
LAPU during 1967 was James April. In his
trial, it was Tound that he had left South
Africa in 1962, and after receiving military
treining in Eest Germany and Russia, he
Joined a group fighting on Zimbsbwean soil.
He subsequently escaped to Botawana, avoiding
Rhodesian security forces, and after under-
going further training of a non-military
nature, returned to South Africe. Arrested
by the police, he was sentenced to 15 years
imprisonment .

These trials reflect the initial pericd
of ANC guerilla asctivity, undertaken with
IAPU in Zimbabwe. Howaver, within South
Africa there were indications of organised

sctivity as well. Ouring 1969 11 men asnd a
woman were charged under the Terrorism Ack.
The state claimed that between 1962 and

1968 they had been active as ANC mambers and
supporters, and conapired with Brasam F isher,
Nelson Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Joe Slovo,
Oliver Tambo; Duma Nokwe and other ANC and
SACP leaders.

11 of the sccused were found guilty of
yoing abroad for military training, finding
ways fur trained guerillss to enter South
Africa, searching for submarine landing
gites slong the coest, encouraging others to
undergo military training, and assisting
yuerilla Fighters in South Africa. Sentences
ranginyg from 5 to 20 years imprisonment were
imposed on those found guilty.

During the same yesar (1969), 22 people
were cherged under the Suppression of
Communiem Act in Pretoris. The state claimed
that as ANC members or supporters they had
distributed ANC psmphlets, investigated
targets for ssbotage, devised means to obtai
explosives, and discussed the gquestion of
contact with guerilla fighters returning to
South Africe after periods of training.
After two trials in which the cherges were
substantially the same, the accused were
acquitted on & legel technicality, but
served with banning orders on releasse from
prison. (For deteile of the two trialas, see
5 va 58 Ndou and 21 others; and 5 vs Ramotee
and others). '

Despite the indications of increased
guerille and guerilla-support sctivity
towards the end of the 1960s, the sarly 1970
were cheracterised by a relstive lull in
organised resistance activity, sand this is
shown in the isolated naturs of the

" politicel trisls of this period. During 1971



a8 number of supporters of the African
Peoples' UVemogcratic Union of South Africas
(APOUSA) were convicted of recruiting people
for military training, mainly in the Pondo-
land area. In 1972 Essop, Moodley, Essak and
Desai were charged with the production and
distribution of ANC and SACP material in
South Africe. Ahmed Timol, l-!lturitr
detainee who died while in police detention
featured prominently in this trisl; and at
its conclusion all 4 accused were found
guilty of Terrorism, and sentenced to 5 yesars
imprisonment . However, Moodley and Essak
were acquiited on esppeasl, while Essop and
Desai served their sentences.
buring 1273 two non=5outh Africans,
Houmbaris and Hosey, were charged together
with Cholo, Mpanza, Mthembu and 51 jaka.
Moumbaris and Hosey were found guilty of
providing support and essistence to trained
ANC guerillas, including the supply of arms,
ammunition and redioc contact. Moumbaris was
also found guilty of searching the Tranakeian
coast for suiteble places to lend guerilles,
meating guerillas in neighbouring territories
and trlnipﬂrting them into South Africa, and
distributing ANC pamphleta. He received a
14 year sentence, and was ssrving it when in
December 1979 he esceped from Pretoria's
maximum security prison. Hosey served 5
ysara. Their co-accused, Cholo, Hpanza,
Mthembu and 5ijake were found guilty of
underyoing ANC military treining; helped into
South Africa-by Moumbaris, they had intended
to recruit and train other guerilla fighters
for ANC activity.

By 1975 a younger generation, many of
whom had been influenced by the black

consciousness organisations, were taking the
lead in militent activity, some of which

gave rise to court cases. The moat
prominantly festured trial of this period was
that of various black consciousness leaders
(5 va Cooper and others). Here the activities
of SASU end BPC were put on trial under the
Terrorism Act. At the end of 1975 Eric

Molobi was charged with inciting people to
undergo military trlin+ng,'di:trihutinn of

pamph lets; and attempting to involve pecople
in acts of sebotage. Found guilty on some

of theses charges, he was sentenced to
5 years.

Early in 1976 a number of people
gasociated with the National Youth
Orgenisation (NAYU) were charged with
conspiring to form underground cells to study
and gather information on military
installations; investigating ways of using
the labour force to cripple the sconomy;
and recruiting people for military training
(see 5 ve Molokeng and others).

Vuring 1975 and the first half of
1976 there were indicetions of an increasing
number of people leaving South Africa to
undergo military ktraining, mainly under the
auspices of the ANC. Stanley Nkosi and, Petrus
Mothlanthe were found guilty of undergoing
such training in the first third of 1976,
and sentenced to 10 years sach. In the trial
of Mosima Sexwales and others, a number of
ANC guerillas were found guilty of under-
going military treining during the first half
of 1976.

However, the evente of June 197& and
after gave snormous impetus to the trends
mlready noticeabls during the 18 montha
preceeding mid 1976. From the trials which
took plece in the post June '76 period,
it is possible to categorise the chenging
forms of resistance emerging within South
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Africa. These categories are based on change
in trials over a period of time: thay are
accordingly abstract and auffer From moat

of the limitations mentioned earlier in
connection with the study of political
trials. :

The categories isolated also show a
certain chronological deve lopment: while
sctivity inm one cetegory has not ceased, it
has tended to be overshadowed by naw Forms
of resistance as conflict hea intensif ied
within 5South Africa. But it should be noted
that individual ¢trials do not fit neatly
into each category: in many ceses activity
Falling into a number of the categories of
resistance are dealt with in one trial.
There are also a number of important forms
of resistance which sre excluded from what
follows: these relate to a lerge amount of
organised mass resistance, taking the form
of stay avays, strikes, boycotts of buses
gnd schools, etc.
these forma of ectivity cennot be expressed,
even inadequately; in trials; and they are
accordingly excluded from the categorisation
presented below.

1. Politicisation and sducative activity:

To some extent, much of this asckivity
preceeded the evente of June 1976, For
example the work of organisations like BPC,
SA50, and SASM. The SASU/BPC Terrorism Act
trial of 1975 = 76 reflects ona forwm of this
activity, while the cases of Suttner,
Holiday, Rebkin and Cronin, and Jenkins and
Les deal with another aspect. Here,
intellectuals involved themsslves in tha
production snd distribution of ANC and SACP
literature on & wide scale.

The mass involvemsant im

Offences in Lthis
category have usually been charged as
Terroriem, although in some cases the
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‘Suppression of Communist/Internal Security
Act has been used. :

2. 'Spontansous’ Iit not_organisstionally
linked) resistance:

This has invariably emerged in periods of
intenae political crisis, such as the
rebeliion of 1976 - 77, and the current
pariod of resistence sssociated with the
schools boycott and other activity, most
pronounced in the Western Cape. Such
resistance has often focuseed on selective
irlinll of oppression, such as Baentu Affairs
Administration Board offices, township

besr and liguor outlets, buses, Bantu
Education schools, ste. Thers have also been
attacks on individuals perceived as 'system
man', ag headmasters, UBC/community council
members, policemen and particularly

exploitative traders. Activity falling within{

this category has occasionally been charged
as Ssbotage or attempted murder, but more

comsmonly as arson, public violence or
malicious damege to property.

3. Recruitment for military trsining, and
assisting recruits to leave the country

to receive training:
lmmediately after June '76, trials covering

these forms of ectivity increased
:un.idtr:hl} a8 more and more politicised
scholars laft South Africa and Found their
way into the treining cemps of the ANC and
the PAC. A well-known exemple of a trial
covering this form of activity wes the
Bethal PAC trial (5 ve Mothopeng and 17
others), where lé of the accused were found
guilty of offences relating to PAC sctivity,
and sentenced to periods of impriscnment
ranging from 15 ypars to ane wholly suspendad
ssntance .

4, Related to the sbove are cases dealing
with attem to _leave the countpy with the
intention of undergoing military treining.
A large number of trisls of this nature
were held during the 1976 - 78 period, and
there are still cases of people being
apprehended by police while lesving the
country te receive training.

3. Ihe undertaking of organishtional work
within South Africae for unlaswful '

organisations hes usually been charged as an
of fence under the Terrorism Act, end in some
cases the Internel Security Act. A recent
trial involving the provision of strategie
information for the ANC is an example of
such activity, namely the case of Renfrew
Christée, who waa sentenced to 10 years
imprisonment for undertaking research into
energy matters, and supplying the ANC with
the results of his research.

The activities of Moumbaris and Hosey,
described above, also fall within this
category of orgenised resistance.

6. As those who laft the cuuntry in the wake
of June '7é underwent treining in the camps
of the ANC and the PAC, so an incressing
number of guerille Fighters returned to
South Africa. A number of these guerillas
were arrested bafore undertaking sny .
sctivity, end were charged with undergoing
military training "with the intention of

ind-ngpring the maintenance of lew and order",

As thes number of guerilles returning to
South Africe rose, so another offence

emarged in political trials = that of
harbouring or giving assistance to guerilla
Fighters. In thase cases; Family members were
sometimes charged with essisting reletives
who hed undergone military treining, es in

the trial of Kate Serokolo end 2 others, snd
the current case of Mzinysthd and Bentley:
in this matter, Bentley is the stepfather

of Mzinyathi, and is charged with harbouring
him, knowing that he hed undergone military
training.

7. The final category of resistance to be
extracted from political trisls is the one
fest becoming moat common in the courts,

It reflecte the growing intensity of armed
struggle in South Africa, and deals with
sctual guerilla and sabotage sctivities.
Charges relating to these sctivities often
include the possession of arms, smmunit ion
and exploasives.

Slightly earlier ceses of this category
include those of Solomon Mahlsngu, exeacuted
for his limited role in the Goch Street
shooting of June 1977; Mosima Sexwale, who
was found guilty of , inter slis, throwing a
grenesde into the ceb of a police vehicle
in order to escape from custody, and was
sentenced to 18 ysars; and Neledi Teiki, who
was found guilty of sabotaging a reilway line
in the Nothern Tranavaal during 1976, and
sentenced to 12 years imprisonment.

More recent cases include the Fieter-
maritzburg Tresson Trial (5 ve Sekete and
others), where evidence was led of running
battles between ANC guerilles snd South
Africen and BophuthaTswanan forces, and the
current trial of Lubisi end others, where
the sccused face charges of Tresson, murder,
and Terrorism relating to the siege at a
Silverton Bank, and the attack on & police

station at Soskmekaar.




ihese ralher ubstract categories of
resistance pertislly reflect certuin Forms
of conflict within suvciety. A8 aentiuned
earlier, u number of Ffactors meke it
difficult to enalyse end monifor the
nuture and intensity of that confdict.
Jespite tha limitationsoutlined above,
the sludy of politicel triusls enables us
tu form sume impressions on resislaence to
the neture of South Afriuaﬁ socliebty, a3 wel]
8 Lhe dejree of support enjoyed by banned
uryenisstions active amungst the dominated
clusess .,

Onverwacht:
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'ethnic’

division and oppression

19761 Sowelu students demand re lease ﬁr
detainees and an end to Jantu Education.

OUTSIuE Thaba Nehu in the Orange Free State, .
on the sain highway to Bloemfontein, there

is a slgn marked Uitzicht, pointing to tha
south=wasts The public road is wide; rough

and heavily rutted, Long before it reaches
Uitzicht; which is a small railway slding

near the Ausfonteln dam; it passes through =
gap in a low ridge of hille crossing the
western boundary of the Thaba Nchu reserve.
Beyond that gap,; 12 hiinnut-rl from Thaba

Nehu town, lies ono of the largest resetilement
sluma In South Africa, It is officially known
a8 Onvarwacht,; but tha people who llve therse
alsoc call it Botshabelo, Place of Refuge, It
was barren veld in May 1979, Today it is still
o vast parade of shacks and-tents and numbared
toilet standsy; occupied by more than ons
hundred thousand people, Why?

' Tha atery of Onverwacht shows what has
bean happening throughout the rural arsas of
South Africa in the late 19708, Black labouresrs
and their families are expelled from whites
farms, Illegal 'squatters' are harassasd by
municipal police in "white" South Afcics

(the hated 'black Jacks') and by bantustan
police in the black resscves. The "surplus
appendagea' of the aparthaid state = the
.liﬂk| the unemployed, the aged, the wives

and children af migrant workers = are

squeezed onto remote and isolated dumping
grounds, FMesnwhile politicel responsibility
for the stagnant dustbins of white prospercity

is displaced From Py Botha to the bantustan
leadarsj a continuous rumble of discontent in
the black townships is choked by "sneeza

.machines' snd the rest of tha Sguth African

state's technigues of reprecsiony and the
internationol media spaculate over hints of
significant ceform.

Because of its historical assoclation

with the Seleka Rolong, & branch of the Tswana

pecple; Thaba kechu is an snclave of
bophuthaTswana and becama Yindependent' ss
part of that bentustan LIn vecember 1977, But
the african populetion of tha Urange Fres
stets ss & wholo is predominantly Louthern
Sotho, Thaeir official "homeland" is LYwagwa,
othectwiss the magisterial district of
Witzleshoeky in the north=—eastern corner of
tha Frew 5tate on the border of Natal. Lupgwa
is & tiny, mountainous and bqulp area of

48 000 hectares, Its de facto (ectusl)
population in 1970 was 24 uuh. representing
less than 22 of the 1,36 million people
identified ss members of tha "South Sotho
national unit' and, mccordingly, as

cltizens of Owaqua by law (de jurse), Nearly
90% of this population were resident In
'white' South Africaj and 8,4% were in ;thit
bantustans than Jwaguwa, mainly the Transkel
and BophuthaTewana, The sstimated de jJure
poepulation of Quwagwa in mid=1978 was 1,759
millions BEut far more Lmportant than tha
absolute increase in numbers is the changes
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. which have taken place within thes last decade
in the de facto distribution of this
poiulations .

In the first place, hundreds of thoussnds
of psople in tha Urange Fres >tate have besn
"relocated’, mainly from 'white' areas, bath
rural and urban, to the two sstablished black
ressrves = Lwagwa and Thaba dchus These
population movements have worsened the crises
of poverty and unemployment which ware already
evident In the black !Ill!ili..7'|q-n Lie h
particular has sxpacienced sn influx on a
staggering scale. Its estimated de facto
population in 1580 is 300 D20 people, so that
average pepulation density is now 622 pesople
per aguore kilomsester, compared with 54 pesoples
per aguars kilosgtar in 1370, nesidents
describe the place as one big locatlon.

fq the second place certain conflicts
have smerged in LUwagws and Thaba kchu. These
are the result of enforced 'ethnic natiocnalism®
(is the bantustan policy). iecent svents in
Thaba Wchu 1llustrate the vicious conssguences
of the fact that the pisces in ths sthnic
Jigsaw simply do not Ffit; and the acpesrance
of Onverwacht in 1979 represents s clumsy
attempt to accomodate the varlous "sthnic?
groups in the area.

By the sarly 1970s thare was an
ethnically mixed population in the Thabe
Nchu ressrve, The Sasotho wers probably
in a numerical majority, but thay were
politically subordinate to the Barolong
Tribal Authority. Fany more Basotho left
white farms, the small holdings around

_BLnllr9ngi4p and the small dorps all over
the Freé State, and drifted in to the
|q1|ttng.u1111911 known as Bultfontein I,

-11 and 111} and to the Barolong freshold _
farma and Trust villages, A large concentration

N

Y =
of 1llegal sguattere developed to the nort
of Thaba Nehu rallway station Lin an area which
'JII:I:H_ =nown aa Kromdraal, 1t had been
dematrcated as grazlng lond, but thousands of -
peoile moved thare spparently because plots
had besn frauvdulently ‘scid' to them or
bacause they had been led to belleove that
stande would be sllocated to them, Accurding
to a press rceport
1t is the rejected who come to Kromdraal =
thoae who can no longer work, those who
cannot "Fix up thelr passes' = from the
amall dorps and Farms all over the Free
dtate. The authoritiss of Thabe kchu
{in UophuthaTswana) do not want them and
say they must go to thelr own place =
Lwagws, But Lwagwa is far away and
overcrowded already. (Voice, 00.04,.78).
Initially, an attompt was made to deport
the snuatters to .wagwa., Uut mass immigration
continued, and the issues developod into a
confrontation between politiclans of
dophuthaTswana snd Jwagwa respectively, A
Ywagus cabinet ministor compleined that South
Sotho in Thaba Wchu were discrislnated

against in respect of work parmits, residencas

‘eights and language of instruction In the

schools. In turn, he was sccused of interfering

. in the internal affaire of BophuthaTewana (see

the Seata/Ngake correspondence in The Friend,

27.09,76, 05,10,768, 18,10,76, and 30.10.76),
By 1978 the population of Kromdraal

was estimated to be 38 000 peocple. They were

living in poverty and sgualler, in shacks

roughly conastructed from sud=bricks and

corrugated shesting., They were rejularly

‘harassed by the HophuthaTewana police as

"§1legal Foreigners', and this pressurs

was intensified shortly aftsr '"indenandence'.
Several massive raids took place in 1976, On
April 24; Tor sxample, 301 people wars
arbitrarily :rrlttld.lthnir ehildran

1n¥i-idlttd. theair livestock disrorsed and
impounded: some people were shot, others

.raped, Those charoed and convicted for

scuaktting were Filned H4D or imprisoned for

40 days in Bloemfontein jail, by arcangpment
with Sputh Africa, anothar big rald on
uvacombar 21, 1976, led to RED fines or 60

days imprisonment, The practice became
lucrative for the dophuthaTswans suthoritiss,
Un sevorsl occoalons, indesd, tha South African
pulico intarvensd to pearsuade the BophuthaTswana
police to behave more moderstely. Gasotho
tenanta in the Thaba wohu 'lnhltlnnn' also
complained of -:pluitltinn and hacasamant

by “"arelony landlords.

Juring 1977 and 1978, various nepotistions
took place botwasn BophuthaTswana and Jwagws
and the South African governannt over tha
provision of land for the relocation of
Easotho from Thaba kchu. A land swop was
arranged by which 25 000 hecteces of
compulsorily purchased white Tarma on the
sast bank of the hedder river would be used
both to snlarge the Thaba NWohu snclave snd to
create @ South Sotho elty to the west of it,

. Aemoval of the Kromdrassl squattars ts the

area known as Onverwacht began in late Fay
1979 = in winter = and was complated by
December of the seme yesr. People were provided
with numbered toilet stands and had to build
their own accomodetion from whatever matarials
they were able to obtain., Fost of the shacks
ars haphazardly constructed from corrugated
shestin; - secondhand, scarce and sxpenaive =
and they ars extremely hot in summer and
bitterly cold in winter, Basctho were alwe
removed from the Bultfontein ssttlements, such

.8 Ha Ntaisng near Waghorn station in ths sast

of the ceserve, Paradys in the north and

Dipudungwana in the south,
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Feople are still pouring into
Onverwacht from elsewhsre in the Free
State, courtesy of GG (GG refers to the
South Afriean governmsnt, being derived From
the nunberplates of official vehicles). Fany
people use Thaba Nchu as & staging post,; so
that the arsas in tha resarve from which
Basotho have alteady been removed have
rapidly filled upo agaln, They qualify for
stands in Dnverwacht by producing
1 & uuiqul citizenahip card,
2, a valld reference book,
3 & marrisge certificats
and by paying R1 for the allocation. But
" Sothe identity is not an indispensable
credential for obtaining dwagwa clitizenahip,
with the result that there is a algnificant

Ihu-; ninu:{tr in Onwverwacht, Chief hinister
Kennath Fopell of Uwagwa is acknowledged not
to practice discrimination in this respects

Conditions are very bad, Foest families
BrCe drulllr nulrﬁtuudld. Thay live in Eankts
or shacks on plots of 30 x 15 metsrs and share
a bucket toilet which may be enptied by lorry
twice a week. Thare is no privecy. Water Las
lnit:., despite the proviaion of pipes and
tap outlets in thres of the four ssctions
occupied by July 1980 (A, B, 'Singles’ and
D3 toilet stands in E had been laid out and
dumping of peopls bagan thers in July 1980),
Thare was an outbreak of typhold early in ths
year, This was denied by officials in
Bloemfontein and Pretoris. On July 9, 1980,
thars were 258 "adult' graves and 269
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'‘children's' graves in the cesstary: a stark
indication of high infant mortality.
Unemploymeant is also very high. Local

. opportunities are confined to a4 few tempocary

construction Jobs For GG at rates substantially
lower than for sisilar work slsewhere. Few
white smployers visit Daverwacht for contract
labourj those who do often go back on the

terms and wagas offared for smployment. People

bitterly resent the burssucrailc vicious

circles which prevent them (1) From sasking
work at all {(the gopkwark stamp) and

(2) from sesking it outside Onverwacht,

Even whan men ares contracted through tha
local office which serves as a labour buresau,
they ars seldom offered, irrespective of

thiig qualifications and sxperience, anything
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other than unskilled manual labour
(*plk en foshel') at rates which cannot feed
their families, Men trudge daily to the offlces
of the labour bursau, an ex farmshouss several
kilomsters away from the slumss, and despair
of ini pfu:plnt of improvemant, Many othecs do,
howaver; commute deily to Blosafontein: at
pilt timas 50 buses carrying at lsast 7O
people sach way say-be sesens; The journey
takes one hour esach way and costs R1 single
or R10 for & monthly ticket,

" Womesn are far worss off than men, It
is not.uncommon to hear of & dossstic servant
who, as her household's sole bresdwinner,
cises at 4 am in Onverwacht to trawvel to her
snployer's house in Bloemfontein, aond HHIHI.I
& day week for which she is pald A25 ar A3D
& month, ODut of this ahe must find R12 Tor the
mgnthly bus ticket before starting to feecd her
family, Jomen are also Ithp:id from angaging
in their own ssall scale domsstic enterprises
such as brewing beer or hawking anything from
knitted hats to ahesp's entrails.

Residents of Onverwacht spend sn enormous
amount of time, energy end money in overcoming
or avolding the buresucratic checkooints that
limit access to residential sites; to
rafarence books, to worksenkersz' nermits, to
Jobs, to locel services, to pensions, Three
axamples of this Follow, OF course inividuals?
particular circumstances differ, but tha
axperience of the Lmpediments described is
geanaral and widespread.

Ae A man who had worked for seven years on
annual contracts for Cerman Long in

Vanderbi Jlpark, sarning RA2 a wesk in 1980,
found that, once his family had basn moved
from a farm noar Tweespruit to Dnverwacht in
late 1978, he could no longer afford to

maintain hissalf in tha Tranavaal and sand
his family adequate remittances. 50 he left
his job on July 2, 1980, and began the search
for new amployment nearer homeé, He went
immsdistely to Blosmfontein,; where ha Found &
Job; illegally, as & driver for a tranaport
delivery company; and was also "endorsed out'
of town under the T2=-hour rule, On July 9 ha
was at the Onverwacht office to get & work=
sesker's permit, so that he could return to
his prospective Ilplufnt to get registration
forms, which must be filled in at Onverwacht
and then returned to the "pass' office at
Blosmfontein so that he could be given &

.atamp permitting him to live and work in =

prascribed area,; This involved at lesst thres
raturn journeys betwesn Onverwacht and
Bloemfontein, at his own expense, and further
queues and dalays at every stage of the
transaction, And he would be vary lucky if

it all worked out.

Bs A wvomen who was born at Bloemfontein in
1910 had spant much of her adult life on

one of the seallholdings outaside th-ltnuﬂ.
near Ferreira station, working on end off as

a domestlic servant, She moved to Onwerwacht

in July 1979 with some of har Pamily who had,
since 1974, rentsd & place to live in
Kromdraal. On her arcival she applied for a
pension at the Onverwacht office but was told
that sha was "too young®™, So she retu.ned to
the rerreira smallholding "where she had grown
;1d“, and anlisted the help of her daughter's
suployer LIn B oemfontein in making & pension
spplication there, By May 1980 they had
recelved some papers which had to be completed
ot the 8leack Affalrs Commiaslonat’s office

in Blosmfontein, and then returnsd to Pretocls,:
This invalved a further indefinite period of

uncertainty and delay. PMesanwhile the old
woman teturned to the Ferreirs smallholding

. to awalt the approval of her application, and

had to beg the present owners for permission
to stay with & black fTamily employed by tham,
She was still walting there in July,

If her pesnasion came through and aha
was able to return to har Tamily st Onwvorweacht,
she would still have to travel from Dnverwacht
to Ferreira to receive it every two months;
aince an attempt to transfer peyment to
Onverwacht would nel be worth ths further
trouble and delay that they knew From
sxperience would arise; Only one member of a
household of ten = pne of the old woman's
dauchters = was in regular smployment; as a
domestic sarvant, She had to lsave her
husband and young children in order to stay
in Bloemfontein, visiting homs once s month,
because she could not afford the dally
bus fare From Onverwacht, Little as it is
at about RS0 every two months, a pension ia
& vital source of income Ffor such families,

Cs A man born in 1942 began his working

1ife as a farm labourer, moving with his
family from the Dewetsderp district to farms
in the Brandfort and <esselesbron districts. At
the beginnino of 1974 ha took a mine contract
at delkom, paying R14 a month to rent & place
for his Family to stay on a white Farm outsids
the town. In a-dition, his wif. had to work
for the farmer without payment in the weeding
and reaping seasons. At the end of 1975,
through knowing some of the workers there, he
was able to get a job with Boart Orilling for
R120 a month, compared with his sarninne at
the mine of R7T0 a month at that Limej and he ;
was able to "Fix up' his pass soccordinaly,

His family remained on the farm, his children




unable to go to school, until December 1979,

when they were evicted by a new owner who did
not want to farm his land as a labour reseTve.

His wife and children were arrasted and fFined
RS0,

He was able to arranga for them to go
and stay in Dnverwacht where his brother=in=

law was already established with his family,

and he was anxious to reglaster et Onverwacht
0 that he could be allocated a stand of
their own, His wife could not do this in

his absance becausa the offlice would insist
on seaing her husband's "pass', and he could

not risk remaining in his Jjob at Welkom
without his "pass'. 50 in February 1980 he
gave up his job and came "home" where he was

only able to find peccaslional plece work,; They

registered for a stand Iin June 1980, but wers

told, with sveryone slse resident at

Dnverwacht,; that they were unlikely to be

glven & stand untll August 1981, since the

priority was to remove people from 'ethnic

oppression' in BophuthaTswana, It was now
axtremaly difficult for this man te Find

ancther joba

-Diipitl all this, the people from
Kromdraai in particular express some relief

becauses they are no longer subject to
arbitrary arrest and Intimidation by the

BophuthaTewana police, In the Qwagwa electien
of March 1980 theay voted solidly for the
ruling Dikwankwetla party because they
beliave that Chief Minister Mopell persuvaded
the South African government to provide a
rafuge for the South Sotho who were being
harassed in Thaba Nchug Mopeli thus gained

considerable political credit for leading his
sub jects "out of the land of Egypt into the
land of Canaan". It remains to be seen how

Their stand is intolerably crowded as a result,

quickly this credit will evaporate; since he
is wnable to provide land or jobs for thems
One focal point of popular resistance is the
schools, which are grossly overcrowded and
whara facilities are utterly inadeguate: &S00
students were reported to have stormed the
police station on July 11, 1980, Anothar

focal point of resistance is the forced avetion

of livestock which people brought with tham to
the D section from the Trust villages and
alsswhere.

The tragic irony of this episode in thae
appalling story of South Africa's internal
refugeeas is that; according to press leaks
during 1979, Thaba Nehu has been excluded
from the Van der Walt Commission's proposals
to consolidate BophuthaTswana,

The ldea of surrendering Thaba Nechu is

certain to bring heartache ta

BophuthaTawana President; Chief Lucas

Mangope, as 1t has bean Iin the hands of

the Tewana-speaking Barolong tribe for

150 yeare, Mearly 70 DOD Basotho are

reported to live in the area today

(rOM, 27,09.79).

We still await the report of the Comsission,
and the government's reaction to it, but if
the speculations are confirmed the boot will
be on the other foot and thowsands of Barolong
ara likely to be trekking far to the west, to
the maln areas of BophuthaTeswana .

GENERAL NEWS

Resettlement
‘slum’ closed
to the Press

By CHEIS FREIMOND
hlﬂln Africa Bureay
THE Eress has been barred
Trom imvestigating conditions at
the wast Onverwachl reseitls-

Omverwacht could be spplisd
for, bul he dowbled W it would
HFIHIHI :

Al the moment ihey are
resetiling familbes and they
don't wani Fipll rnmu
wround there,'

thal meets regularly in Bloem-
londein Lo discwss matlers of
magtual imleresi — has been
masl anabemn that reports of
conditions sl Oeversachl do
nol appear in Uhe ne

Mosl of the people at
wachl are Bd-lll.h Sulha -M
were remmovwed {rum the Erom
draal squatier area al Thuha-
Mehu In BophuthaTswana,
i aveay.

Accurdang 1 tlee suthuritics
the syualices merved vobaniar-
iy, bul swurces claim thal al-
leged haraszmeni Baphu-
thaTewara police at Kromadraal
made iheir bives usbearable
and ihey were relicved to
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ber may b dowble Ehak.

A r 2000 [amilies —
probably well over LI 000 peo-
ple — still Bave ko be moved
ihere frony white farms in Use
digtriet

In IlII:jI'IIII mn r!lr:l-inllll:i-lll
raperi the Cenéer-
wachi and” the nelghbowri
H'-ill.*m'lllln;np-_ﬂll = o '«II'h
o le i fi mawing fram
Hiesrmiontein mext year - Lo
reach 200 080,

The wnolficial figare will
probably be far higher,

Although tee move to Omver-
wachi began in June lasi year,
ihe vasl majority of people still
live In Gowvernnenl-supplisd
lents or wood and iron shankies.

Fourleen cemenl-Block
been or were being
bamiln.

He was conlident thal even-
lually evervese would build a
permanent home, bt could ol
say il or when this wosld be
aloneed

He drnied & claim by com
munaty workers thail peeple
were tioved [0 Deverwachi
before sdeguate [scilities had
teeh provided

Bucky: indlets were erecied
sn each 15m-bo-30m sland. Al
firsl local Boreholes and Lank-



As mantioned above,; students at Onverwacht
wera reported to have attacked the local
poliees station on July 11; 1980, The Star
newspapar of that date rﬁpu:tld the incidant
in this way:

A policeman was stabbed and & woman shot
when schoolechildren at Onverwacht
settlement near Thaba Nchy attacked the
police station yesterday.

About: 600 ehildren boycotted the aight
schools in the pettlesent and at eabout
fam moved through the strests setting
alight vehicles, a shop and plundering
two othar shops, the Divisional Inspector
o’ Pnlice in the Free State, Colonal

Is « -z "er sald,

The crowd then moved to the small police
putpost and confronted the policeman on
dutys The policeman was stabbed with a
knife and whiles unconscious was robbed
of his Tirearm; Colonel Fishar sald,

A shot was fired with the firearm end
a8 black woman was wounded, Police
retrieved the policeman's guns About
20 youthes ware arrested,

Resentment against Owagwa Chief Finister,
Kennath Fopell,; surfaced at Onverwacht an
Sunday, September 14, when he addressed =
crowd of about 2 DDD at the resettlement

aresat

Two men, armed with & petrol bomb and
revolvery were arrested by '
BophuthaTswana (7) Security Police while
the Chief FMinister of Owagwa,; Chief TK
fMopeli, was addressing a erowd aof 20 000
at the Onverwacht resettlement camp near
Thaba NEhUsssssss

The two men, who were apparently
disguised as women, were arrested
amid strict security precautions to
protect Chief Mopeli after rumours of
a possible assassination attempt
againat him at the meetingesscess

Chief Mopell proceeded with his speech
and in an interview yesterday said he
would continue to move among his people
without Fear, as they were in his
protection, (Star, 18.09.80),

Rents:
Soweto

IN PREVIOUS sditions of Hork In Progress

it has besn suggested that, in addition to
F factory floor issues, there are "community'
conflictes and matters which are of direct
concern to working class organisation (see
for example the editorials in WIP 12 and 13,
the contributions on bus boycotts in WIP 13,
and the debate on progressive community
organisation which is continued iIn this
lditinnj. In the article that Follows; this
Question is explored in relation to rents
in urban african townahipa.

In almpat all Transvaal townaships rents
have recently risen sharplyj and in Soweto,

for example,; rent payments will double
between August 1980 and April 1981,

Why are rentes such a controversial and

explosive lssue In the townships? After all,
payment For accomodation is something members
of the worklng class are burdenead with in all
eapitalist societies. To understand the way

in which the payment of rental relates to the
wholes adminiastration and eontrol of the african
working class, we have to go back to at least
1!?af13. when the various Bantu Affairs
Administration Boardes were set up by the state
to rule and manage african townships outside

of the bantustan areas, Hefore this periocd
townships had been under the control of local
sunicipal sutharities, and while this form of
administration was deficient and unacceptable
to township residents, thers ware aspacts which
were not as harsh sa tha subseguent rule of the
adeinistration boards.

A few municipalities subsidised their
dormitory townships, both directly and
indirectlys For example, in the last year that
it was responeible for administering Soweto,
the Johannesburg City Councll directly
subsidised Soweto to the amount of RZ-aj
there was also an "indirect' subsidy in that
part of the cost of township administration.
was absorbed by the City Council's own
departments and administration,

ODuring 1972/73 the central government
removad control of african townshipa from
local suthorities, and placed them diractly
under 22 newly created Bantu AFffairs
Administration Boards (BAAEs)j from than
on the administration of all african
townships outside of the bantustans fell
under these boards,

The principle that the BAARe were to
be self=financing, and have no Financial claim
an the cdentral state,; was enforced by ths
government, In practice this meant that the



BARBe were expected to provide all services
and infra=structure previously provided by
the city councils or peri-urban boards, whila
at the sama time creating financial self=-
sufficiency. In other words, most of the
money required for the upkeep and development
of african townships had th be provided by
the residents of those townships,

Urban african townahips contain Ao
business ar Lndustriasl centres; nor do they
have any of the other conventional bases
for taxation necesesary for municipal
administration in capitalist socletiesj this
lack of a material base on which to ground
township administration is iteelf a result
of the particuler way in which capitalism took
root and developed in South Africe, and the
mannar in which the state has eontrolled the
warking clasa and the conflicte brought on
by capitalist development,

The absgnce of & flnancial base for the
administration of townships has meant that
"the BAAHe, limited by the necessity for
financial self-sufficiency, have relied for
their major sources of income on rents from
trading sites; houses and bedes in municipal
hoatels, as well as an the sale af beer and

liquor oguver which the BAAEs have maintained a
nonapaly s I

Thus for examplie the 1978/79 dest itand
Administration Soard (WRAB) budget planned for
an income af RTS 200 000§ the components of

this income wers broken down as follows:

Housing rental 30 151 400
Levies 10 777 00O
Sale of baeer 16 300 OOOD
Sale of liguor 16 800 0300
" Sport ate 525 000
General income 660 000

(Source: Survey of Race Relations in South
Africa, 1978:337. SAIRR).

(Levies involve amounts paid by employers to
the Bantu Affairs Administration Doards; and
are calculated in relation te the number of
african workers smployedy whather the workers
are housed by the employer or not, and whather
the nature of the uurh.parfutmad is domestlic
labour or industrisl/commerciasl),

Ag can be sean, almast the total WAAR Lncome
was darived from rentals, levies and sale of
liguar and beer. This heawy Financial
dnpuﬁﬁ-nni of the BAABs on the sale of
alcohol 1ls reflectad in the percentage

which this incoms comprised of total income
for the year ending March 31, 19771

Board: ncomg from h

as of total income: '

WAAB A0%
destern Transvaal 665
Southern Transvaal 55%
Northern Tranavaal  63%
Highveld 555
Peninsula 4 8%
Midlands 53x%
Hortharn Cape 53%
Orakenaberg 668

(Source: Survey of Race Relations in South
Africa, 1978:338, SAIAR).

This dependence on the sale of beer and
gepirits proved to be financially disasterous
for the BAABe subseruent te the rabmllions of
1976 and 1977. BAAB bulldings in general, and
bottle stores and beer halls in particular,
were freguent targets for stone throwing and
arson attacks, and it seams that attacks
on liguor outlets reflected general resentmant
againset the local representatives of state
policy (BAAB), as well as the social effects
of a "booze sconomy' encouraged by the boards
within townshipe, For example, all WRAB beer
hallay; and all but one bottle atore,; were
destroyed in the mass action which followed
the shootings om June 16, 1976, The financial

,affect of this wéds dramatic: during the

1975=76 financial year, JAAB derived a
profit of A6 391 OUD on baer and liguor
salesj by 1976=77 this profit had dropped
to A3 444 000 (Survey of Race Relations in
South Africa, 1977:399); actual incoms from
alcohol sales during this period dropped
from R3B=m to AZ2Z=m,

It can accordingly be seen that the
guestion of rents in a township like Soweto
is linked to & whole series of broader lssues;
the financing of townships, state policy that
BAABe should be financially self=sufficient,
the situating of african classes in segregated
residential areas without cosmmercial and
industrial sites of any consesquence, the way
in whieh consumsption of liguer and beer is
ancouraged by the BAABas, eto,

Aent payments in african townaships
sctually include & number of diffarent
components, and the amount paid For each
component goes up to make the total monthly
rent bill, The term 'rent' covers
houss rent,; which supposedly allowa tha
BAABs to recover the cost of bulilding and
maintenancej
Bite rent, which fis meant to cover the cost
of original land purchease,; access roadsg
drainage, health and ambulance services,
and administration costs;
service charges, which are meant to cover
the costs of slectricity, water, seowerage and
rubblish removalj and

2 schools levy.

The 1977 rents issue in Soweto,

By the end of 1976 it was clear that YRAB
was suffering a severe financial erieis,
partly as a result of the decline in income
from the Soweto liguor and beer trade: this
had been brought about by the destruction af




bottle stores and besrhalles in the aftersath
of June 1976, Yhat was previously & small
surplus in WAAB budgets had changed to a
deficit of R11=m in the proposed 1977=T8
budget,; and JRAB began recalling some of its
short term Llnvestments in an attempt ko
offeet its ismediats financial erisis, Tha
board slso approached the Department of Bantu
Administration for & loan of ﬂ&--; but in
terms of the government's policy that BAABs
must be self=Ffinancing, only R1,5=-m was
granted.

In presenting the 1977=T8 budget the
WRAB chalrman claimed that it would be
necessary to increass site and hostel rentals
to offest the deflcit in finance. Site rents
wars to be increased from RE,25 to R11,50 and
the cost of beds for the 45 000 men houssd
in Sowsto's single sex hostels was also F;u

rise, Sowsto student leaders called on WRAB
not to "repeat the misteke made by certain
officials of Bantu Education in 1976", and on
April 23 a public mesting of Sowsto residanta
resolved not to pay the proposed increases.

Four days later, on April 27, thousands
of schoolchildren ware joined by their parenta
in an anti=rents march through Sowete, After
discussion between police Iﬂdilllﬂlri of tha
Sowato Students Representative Council
(SSRAC), police agreed not to intervene in
the demonatration, which mapched on to the
UBC chambere at Jabulani. The building
housing the UBC was stoned, and police
broke up the demonstration with teargeas and
bullate,

Tha S55RC iessued & pamphlat setting out
thair attitude on ihn propasad rent incresase:

We want to make it |hundlﬁt1r clear to

the WRAB authorities that we mre sick to
the core of our hearts of all thess

promised Tacilitlies and improvements
being dangled over ocur hesds without
being implesented.ccvsssns
1+ Have our pay scales besn increased to
meat the already rocketino cost
of living? :
2+ Have our pay scales bsen increassd
to meet the proposed rent increment?
3 The answer is ND of course,

Tha proposed high rents therefore will

be used for the following:

1+ Building bottls stores, beer halls,
(The people registersd their feslings
against thess, but still the WAAB which
is "interested'! in ocur welfare is

prepared at all costs to re=build
th’“}-i TTTL

To the WRAB we want to meke it very
celear that houses from where people hawve
been evicted will never be occupled,

Anyone found paying the proposed
increment, ceusing others -to be evicted,
will be dealt with sccordingly, '

We sppeal to our parents not to pay ths
proposed lncrement®.....

Hazassment or no harsssmsent, -vintiun
of no sviction. .
WE BOYCOTT THE PROPOSED RENT INCREMENT,
(sourcer 5 va Twals and 12 otheras,
exhibit B15), '
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Demonatratoras appoaing tha 1977 rent
incresse march through Soweto on their
way to the Urban Bentu Council Chambers,

As opposition to the inereases grew, then
deputy minister of Bantu Affaira, wWillem
Cruywagen, stepped into the arena in an
attempt to take the pressure off WRAE and
the central government, He revealed that as
esarly as February 1977 the UBCs of Soweta,
Dobsonyille and Krugersdorp had been consulted
on the proposed rent increase, as had the
Mohlakeng and Bekkersdal Advisory Boatrdej of
these; only the last-mentionesd had refussd to
support the inereases,; Cruywegen claimed that
the USCs had understood why the Lncreases wers

. unevoldable, and had agreed to them,

To some extent; Erufu;gin‘n tactic was
successfuls popular anger was directed
towards the UBC in Soweto, end the 55RC began
a campaign to close down the UBC immediately,
Members of the UBC admitted under pressurs
that they had known about the incresases since
early in 1977, but claimed that they had been
told by WRAEB that they were meraly being

informed on the cent rise, not consulted.
In calling for the resignation of UBC

membars, the SSRC argued that
"The fasct that they (UBC) were told of
the new rent incresses as sarly as
February and that they have not mentioned
this to the people who suppossdly
elected them shows that they conspired
with WRAE to add this heavy burden
on our people®,
The 55RC aleso argued that the UBC had
"constantly been used by the suthorities to
oppress their own people" (Star, 27.04.77),
David Thebahali, then chair of the UBC,
immediately took a UBC delegation to Cape
Town to meet with Cruywagen, and at the end of
April 1t was announced that the proposed rent
incresses would be suspended for a month

-whila llFlrﬂltIHI sources of lncome were

looked far,




The S55RAC campaign againmat the UBC
intensified, and individual members began
reslgning. Within a few daya of mesting with
S55RC membara,; Thebahall resigned, and furthar

resignations brought the nusbar te 23 = over
half the members of the council, URAB was
forced to suapend the UBLC,; although it
appears that a Thebehali-led clique continued
to "informally' meeat with WAAB officials at its
Albert Streeat officea for the rest of 1977,
Out of the situation leading to the collapese
of the UBC, a new state atrategy = that of
the community councile = was introduced to
african townships,

Tha UBC

"was intended to deceive people in

Soweto into thinking that they had soma
form of political representatlon; and

to disguise the absolute power of the
Minister and his Departments It was also
intended to legltimate that power by
making it appear that it was exercisad
only after the representatives of the
people had been consulted., The clearest...
example of thies policy at work was the
rents lssue, The mask of the UBC was
Finally stripped away, however; whan
Cruywagen let the "cat out of the bag?
with his claim that the UBC had been
consulted and had consanted to the

higher rents" (Kane-Berman, 1978:208= 09).

The propossd rent increases wers not
implemented after a manth, but in July 1977
WAAE asked the central governmant for
peralassion to implement increases, and in
October it was announced that site rentals
would be increased in 3 stages of R1,75; in
Decembar 1977, April 1578 and July 1978, The
Department of Information dropped 120 000
pamphlete over Soweto, trying to persusde
residents that the increasses were in their
own interests, In Jecember 1977 slogans
appearad in Sowete opposing the First stage
af tha increase, but residents were reported

to be paying the Iincrease (itar, 25,10,77}
RGM, 02,12.77)s

Can tha Soweto rents conflict of 1977

be seen as a warking class issua? There seems

"to be no reason why progressive cosmunity

groupa could not have organised the working
class within Sowato to fight the intended
increases, The issus affected those workers
holding section 10(1){a) or (b) rights in
terms of the Urban Areas Act (ie workers
continuously resident In Soweto since bircthg
legally res'dent in Zowete For at least 15
yeare, or having been eémpluyed by the same
employer for at least 10 years), and who
rented houses From WiAB, MPeople without
10(1){a) or (b) rights may not rent houses
in townships, slthough certain dependents
of lawful renters with 10(1){c) rights may
be on housing permits and occupy (but not
rent) a houses

Contract and migrant workers legally in
the urban areas {those with 10{1)}{d) riqhta)
are not permitted to live in tnunlhip huu-n,.
but are agoomodated in hostels and compounds.
They are not necessarily directly affected
by a rent increase, but Iin the case of the
proposed 1977 increasss, hostel reants wers
to be raised at the same time as house rents,

The fact that the increases affected both
hostel and house-=dwelling members of tha
working class in Soweto, coupled with the
way Lin whieh the BAABe eontrol snd administer
the working class in the toenships; suggest

tha importanoce of the rents gueation for
prograssive and working cless interesta,

However, the qunltiun'uf community
organisation is a difficult one, given that
tharea are nob=warking class groups in the
community (Soweto in this case), while on

the factory floor erganisatien involves only

members of tha working class, A rents issus

in an urban township affects not only workers,
but also petty bourgeols slements - although

it affecta members of professional and trading
clagssos In & different way to the working
class, Hut the danger In such & situation ia
that potty bourgeois inmterasts take control

of, and direct organisatieon around, & community
issua such a&s & rants Incrooseg in this coses
the working class is treated as a passive
obsarver and follower, while non=working

clage Interests Fight out the Lssus through
petitions to authority, .legal action, preas
stotements and similar forms of sctivity, .
The working class does not actively participate
in ite own organisation, dirscting ite
struggles, but is expected to passively

accapt victories gained "on its behalf' by
other class intereste: this is clearly not

working clesss or progressive erganisation,

veaspite the danger of anti=democratic,
non=participatory activity on the part of
patty bourgeocls intereste,; the organisation
of the working clasa in the community sesmed
etructurally possible in the case of the
1977 Soweto rents lesus, However, as tha
debate on this guestion im WIP suggests,
there are a number of strategic and tactical
aquastions to be conslidered in this regard, some
of which are briefly listed below:
a)s given that a community involves more then
one class, how doaes progressive commuiity
organisation assure the dominance of working
class interests over other clese interests,
pspecially where no working class political
partiaes axist?
b). how does the organisation of the working

class in communities avold the trape of m

e ds,



limited; issus-orlented spproach,; rather

than organisation which hes as ilts goal
the transformation of the state?

c)s how are u?nnunltr and fectory organisation
to ba linked, sspescially out of ths context

of a national working class political party?
d)s how doms unlluﬁlty organisation relate

to national struogle; avoiding the dangers

of becoming pommunity specifie?

Ihe currsnt pents fssus in Sowstg.
Some of tha issuss and gueations ralesd sbove
emarge from the rent struggle of 1977, How
ralsvant arse thlrlln 1980 = the period of
Riskert and community esuneils, "totasl
aktrategy' and Louis Rive? Has the manner of
administering, flnlﬁcinq and controlling the
african townships sltered to such an extent
that the significence of township rents has
lessened?
In his report, illekert wrots that
In prinegiple 1t is desirable for black
conaunities to bear to an increesing
extant a creater part of the total
burden in connection with the provision
of services in thelr own communitieom....
the Departmeant (of Cooperation and
Developmsent); the administration boards,
the community councils should initiate
purposeful programmes of actien in order
to recover sore and sore of the cost of
services from the black communitiss
themaalves,
The first budget prooosal put before the
Soweto eommunity couneil by WRAB inm 1979
involved a defleit of R2ZG6,4-m, The budget
involved the fTollowing:
capital expenditure, to be financed
by loans

current sxpenditurs

R19,8=m
Ré5,8=m
curcrent income; mainly from rentas R21,3=n
This left a deficit of R26,4=m, part of which

was to be financed through YRAE beer snd
liquor profits and employer leviesj however,
after this income, a deficit of R22,7=m
remalned,

Agcording to an offlicisl from the
Department of Cooperation and Development,
the Soweto community eouncil was given two
chaleess in regard to this budget: either the
filling of vecant posts and maintenances work
could be cut down on; thersby decrsasing
expenditure; or thess could be pushad ahesad
withy, in which case rente would have to be
increased to most sxpenditure (Kane=Bermen,
1980).

sarly in August 1979 Thabeshall = recovered
from his USC experience and now chairean of
the community ecouncil] = snnounced a rent
incroass of about 100., to be implemented
in 3 stages (September 1979, January 1980
and August 1980}, At this stage, average
Sogweto rentals were R19,;50 per month,; and
scoording to Thebeheli they would rise to
A36,62

Reaction was immsdiate: FMotlana's
Committes of 10 called & public mesting where
the increasss were rejected; while opposition
groupa within the community council itself
patitionad Koarnhof not to ralss the Tents.
A mesting called by thess opposition groupe
rejected the increases, while at a Committes
of 10 meeting 1 000 people resoclved not to
pay any incressss imposed on them,

At the end of August "Promises’ Piet
Kegornhof pledged that Soweto rents would
not go up at present, as his ODepartment of
Cooperation and Development was still waiting
for a final 'declsion' on the issus from the
ﬂil'l-:nitr council. Opposition community

The community council made its 'cholce't

councillors retorted that WRAB; not the
gcommunity eounecil, actually controlled
rante, _

By late Ffarch 1980, when the community
council met behind closed doors to consider
the new proposed budget; rents hed still not
besn inoreased, At this mesting, an increase
af R12;20 in 3 stagea over § months was
proposed by Thebahall, Shortly after this
suggestion, anti=increass mestings wers held
in Sowsto-by tha Sowsto Civie Association, as
wall as the opposition parties within the
community douncil, and esarly in May there
was an arson attack on Uncle Tom's Hall,
which is used as a rents office in Sowsto,

In June the chairman of WRAB sfnounced
that ths rent increass in Sowsto was definitely
on = "its just a question of time"™ = and sarly
in July Thebahali snnounced the new incrsases,
Rents wers to go up by R13,05 psr month, but
the increass was to be staggersd in three
stages of R4,35 to be introduced on August 1,
October 1 and February 1, 1981,

The finalised budget for 1980 = B1
involved & gross outlsy of R3B=m, the major
items involved baing :
building and services S5 S00 00D
water supply 7 T00 DOOD
slectricity supply 3 100 00O
hesalth services 1 400 OODD
staff salaries and wages 5 400 00D
sewarage Teas 4 000 00O

The rent increasse will yleld an
additional amount of RS5=am, but this will
still leave a cdaeficit of R13=m in the 1980=
81 budgat for Sowsto,

The various components of the R13,08
increass ars as follows:




water on unustered sites 2,00
saverage and purl*inltiun 35300
special tllntrlnitr levy 1,30
planning fes to mest coast
of professional snginears »30
insurance of houses 4,39
Howsvar, this amount of R13,05 is not
tha only Lncreass curtently irr-nt;ng Sowato
residents: aa was widely reported, a loan of
R442 000 000 {(including interest) was reised
for the slectrification of Soweto = snd it is
the residents of the township who will have to
repay both the loan and intersst over time,
As can be seen from tha breakdown of the
componants of the rent incresse listed ;huu|,5
Soweto residents are slready paying l.éplﬁill
slectricity Iﬁifliﬂﬂlrdl the repayment of this
losns This special monthly levy will
progressively 1n£rill-. and current WRAB
projections ara that it will rise to R17 per
month by ODetober 1990, For sxample, the
special levy will rise by another R1,00 on
April 1, 1981, bringing the totsl rent
incrsass in Soweto up to 1005 in the 9 sonth
pariod Alugust 1, 1980 = April 1, 1981,
Elsctricity rates themsslves have
increassd 400% since May 1980, Until then,
Sowsto residents were paying 1/2c per uﬁlhl
this incressssd to 1 1/20, and on October 1,
1980 incressed to 2ec per unit of electricity
uned.

Ooposition to the inorsasss.

Since tha Fficet phase of the increass was
implemsnted, there have bsan & numbar of
responses by various groupsi soms opposition
has involved direct demonstration and protest,
while other opposition atrategies have revolwed
around public mestings, a pestition to
_Koornhef, and s call on residents not to

pay tha Incceasea, ;

In mid July a group of about 70 women
stormed the house of comsunity councillor
Ephraim Tshabalalaj he told the women that
the community councll had not raisad tha '
rents,; and ha knew nothing of tha, increasss.

Aekgotlas leader Siegfried Manthatha
announced that he and his followars had
decided to pretend they knew nothing sbout
the increass, “We are lliplr going to ignore
all these statements made by the Soweto
Council chalrman and refuse to pay", he .
said,

Various moderats-conservative groupings
in Sowsto, rolated sither to the old UBC or
oppoaition parties within the cosmunity
council hnve threatensd to taks nnurt-nntlnn
against whoswsr is responaibls for the
incresses (pomnuriity council? WRAB? Cooperation
and Development?) Thess include the Sofessonke

Party, Makgotla, Sowsto Federal Party, Sowsto

Aatespaysrs Association and the Soweto
Hesidents Committes.

The Committee of 10, 14 branches of the
Sowsto Civic Asscelation, and AZAPO (Sowsto
branch) have called on residents mot to pay
tha Lnﬂll..‘l. Frans Kodli of Ihl 5uuutn
Federal Party, and sn opposition ndhlunltr
douncll sembsr, opposed this eall not to
pay tha incrsasss: '

these people say be thrown out of thalr
hoses and we will not have the powesr of
halping them, Neithaz the Committes of 10
nor mpmbers of the opposition (in the
comsunity council) have power of

a convicted tenant..s..Usually in thess
cases where psople are told not to pay
incrsased rents, it 1s ths ordinary man
who gets kicked out of the house. Almost
all the psople who incite people not to .
pay rant have bought thalr houses and do
not stand chances of being kicked out®
(Sunday Times, 03,08,80),

I - W] gsnnot sncourage such s thing becauss

Tom Manthatha of the Conmittss of 10
called on people not to acoept cccupation .of
houses of residents euvicted Tor refusing to
pay the increases, and to report to their
local SCA branch Lf WRAB officials refused
to accept paymant of the old rent amounti
such cases were occurling st certain rent
offices,

Howsver, the tactic gaining most
prominence involves & court action,
opposing the rent increase: this La being
brought by Committess of 10 member Lekgau

‘Hathabathe, Tha respondents of ths application

ACaE

The Ainister of Cooperation and Development)
WRAB _

The Soweto community councilj

The sdninistrator of the Tranasvaal,
Fathabathe is claiming that, in order for
reants to be ralsed, the approwal of the
Transvaal asdeinistrator is needed, and that
it was not sought in this case, A number of
public mastings have been held by branches of
the 5CA and Committes of 10 since ths ban

on public gatharings was lifted, and some of
these have been well attended (over 2 000 in
soma cases). At thess mestings, residents have
on occasion pledged not to pey the rent

-increases, The Cosmittes of 10 has sald that

it will teke court sotion sgelnst WRAB 1f
people are svicted from their homes for
rafusing to pay the rent Lnereass [Flit.

29,08,80),
" Tha incresases are by no mssans confined

to Sowsto: slmost all townships in ths
Transvaal face continling rent risss over a
long period, snd the first phass of thess
increasas hii bean implesmssnted Iin most areas
over tha past few months, The financinn of
the african townships is clearly not an Lssus




which can ba dealt with out of the context of
tha form of capitalism in South Africa,; which
has dictated that towndhips are physically
ssparate arsas; scms distence from the centres
of businesss, commarce lﬁd industry, and that
they 'ars administered as separats aress whare
eontrol of the workforce im the mejor factor,.
Tha involvemant of the community councils
in the rent increases is in some ways similar
te the bsheviour of the old Sowsto UBEj but
the community councils are mors dirsctly
Yinked into the contradiction which facas
"township developmant” and "improvement in
the quality of 1life" sdvocates: massive smounts
ary nesded to provide the most basic of
services in the urban townshipsj yst tha
states inaists that these amounts acs to bas
obtained from ths residents of thes tounships
themaslves, If. ths comsmunity councils sre to
provide any material benefits for townahip
residents; this can only bes done at the cost
of ralsing rents snormously (witness the
way in which Soweto is being forced to pay for
its slesctrification programmes),

Broken windows st tha Urban Bantu Council Ch
after the rents demonstration of April 1977.

F
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To take the case of Just one township
in South Africea = and one in which conditions
ars better than in many othsr african areas =
Sowsto. Community council director of finance,
IM Florence, sstimates that thes figure at
current prices nesded to "upgrade' Sowsto
in terms of rosd improvements, sewsrage,
drains and housing is Ri=billion, and that
®the money will have to be repaid by Soweto
like any other local autharity", |

Hotas.

For important background material to the
question of rents and the financing of
townshipe, ses the following:

T« Rentes: paying for incorporation, Mork
in Progress 12, April 1980,

2+ Shoes without laces? Tha financing of
urban black townships, with specisl
raference to Soweto and the Souwsto
Community Council, John Kans=Bersan,
mimeo, SAIRA 1980,

3. Kene-Berman, John. Sowsto: black revolt,
white reaction, Rawan Press, 1978,

ek 11
hep oy

ambers; Jabulani,

Rents: Mondlo

MONOLO = described as a 'hotbed of hatred',
roads unlit and dusty, crime and disssss
gommon, in the twe new schools the puplils
have to slt on the floor, A Star nevspaper
report on the township was headed 'One would
axpact to find guerilles thare' = a reference
to the ;rrnlt gf ANC fighters Doyce Bogals
and Thomas Mngadi in this township earlisr
this yesr (see report on the Silverton Trisl
1; the Courts section in this YIP end also in
WIP 14},

The populetion of sbout 35 00D is composed
of people from Tearma { ex lebour tenants) and
from the townships eround the Northern Hatal
towns of Dundee; Vryheld, Glencoes and Paul
Pietersburg. For exasple, the population
of Bhekuzulu locetion at Vryheld was going to
be the first townahip moved as a whole
{Sunday Post, 14.01.79).
have already moved to Osizweni and Hqutu1'

Many of these people

where yet snother tewnship is said to be

planned,

In 1973 Dr Anthony Barker mentionemd that

there were "3 000 dwellers in loaned tents ...
in 1963'" at Mondlo.

Earlier this yesr it was reported that
regidents gt Mondlo owed the KwaZuluy qnunrnmnn£
no less than R194 000 in outstanding rates

(ROm, 17.04.80).

Rates had bean increased from B&4c to
RE,40 (1)
refused to peay this edditional amount.

a month, but 99% of residents
Tha
incresse was seid to be necessary to pay for
piped water for sach plot and for rubblsh
temoval,

The increase had caused a lot




bittarnesss in the township snd KwaZulu

Alnister of the Interior, Or Frenk Mdlaloss,
reportedly got a stormy reception in the
township when ha ullit-d'in an attempt to
braask tha huy:ﬂét, Or Fdlaloss did, of
course; also Teaturs in & similar rolas
during and after the Newcestle-Madadeni-
Deizweni bus boycott of 1975.

This reflects the hazards of
attampting to malintain a supposedly pooular
role with the well-being of 'the people’
rhetorically vpparsost, while being
structurally involved in sconomic schesas
(rathar than involvesment in the obviously
reproductive roles of administration,

"wducation, welfars and ideological centrel,
as well as repression, An sxsmple of clashss
in ths sphers of reproduction = that of
aducetion = is discussed sleewhers in this
fesus of §lP). It is this invelvemant in-
aconomic schemss. that brings KwaZulu bantustan
suthoritiss into direct conflict with
'the people’,

The bitterness in ths township wes also
reflected in the resignation of 10 of tha 11
mambers of the Mondlo townshin council,; and
the formation of a committes under the
chairpersonship of local Inkstha leader,
Gregory Iulws This committes of residents
wog to take up the lsesus of th:'Fufunll te

pay ths rates increase after the
caalgnation of the township counclil.

Paul Whlspo, foroer "mayor® of Hondlo,
and the person directly blemed for the rsnt

increase, had had six shots Fired at him, being

hit twice.

i‘hlapo said in a later interview (Star,
20,08.80) that Zespite the Fact that Inkatha
claimed o memborship of 307 000 this was

“inflated as there were not that many paid up

membara, Of the 35 000 township residents
only sbout 500 wers "known and sctive membsrs',
tihlapo said that he wes thinking of resigning
from thes movemsnt, which was called; in ths
articld; 'the instrument used by Ulundi
('capital' of KwaZulu) for local governance',

It was reportsd that shooting had been
heard in the township late st night on ssversl
cccasions sarlier this year.

It is clear, if ons looks at the sources
of "own revenus' for KwaZulu (in other words, .
monay not received from the central gqu-rn-.
ment) whare potantial points of conflict lie.
This money is very importent to the bantusten
luhhﬂ!ltllllll it is tha only monay that
gives them a degres of 'independence' from hhl-
gantral suthorities. Aut,; on tha other hand;
this money has to come, disproportionatasly
from the pockets of tha working clesass, from
wages. This is the cass beceuse so little
productive activity is undertaken in theass

-
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areas, which would allow texes to be levied
on wealth produced by tha working clsss but
after they had besn pald thelr wages,

In 1973/74 Just under RS-million out of
R11,6=million cams from "taxes and levies'
and "townships' (rates and rents). In 1974/5
A14,3-million out of R16,8=million ceme from
these sources, with sn sstronomicel rise in
the samount From taxes. -

As commentators on this bantusten have
said, "Since ... ovar four-fifths of revenus
comes from & fixed perscnal tex and From
housing snd hostsl rentsls, it is clear that
raising revenus from these sources will be -
painful sand politically unpopular' - this

‘sesms to be guite an underststenent,

especially if bus fars incressss (in which
the KwaZulu government have s direct stake)
are alaso taken into sccount. {5!‘ the
discussion of the Medadeni bus fare incresses
and the Seshego bus fare incresss in this
issus).

The house in Mondlo township where alleged ANC guerillas Boycs Bogele

and Thomsas Mngadi wers arrested in possession of srms and explosives,
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Natal Education Boycott:
a focus on Inkatha

THIS article hes its limitstions. It is

not intended as any final stetement or
analysis of ths Jlatal hnrﬁutt!, but rother sa
a springboard for further reseesrch,

It was written collectively.

INTRODUCTION

"Inkatha has grown both in stature as &
movement and in Lts cepsblility to win the
strugole for liberstion., Any movemsnt thot
has developad to ths extent nr'hlinu able

to base its mass action on & sound theoretical
basis is indesd glresdy half-way in tha
liberation struggle'.

'Ye have the correct strategy and we have the
right leadar, All we must continue to do is
to provide and ses to be providing & solid
following' (Dr OD Dhlomo, Secratary-General

of Inkaths and Hinister of Education and
Culture, sddressing Inkeths Youth Brigade

on Sundey, 14,09.80) (Metal Witness, 156.09.80)

ORIGINS OF THE BOYCOTT IN THE WESTERM CAPE
06,04 The sducation boycott was initielly

mootesd whan Westsrn Caps coloursd
high school repressntatives met over the
Esster weskand to discuss longestanding
grisvences with "goloured' sducation,
They thrsatensd ‘s schools boycott, in support
of tha demsnds, which they regquirsd RMinistesr
Steyn to fulfil by the snd of the wesk,
Thay deplorad the low standard and poor
conditions of their sducstion, specifffally

mantioning lack of Free btext-hoolis nnu
inadeguate buildings end Tacllitiocs. They
demanded a 'free education oystem'; the
reinstatement of threo teschers dismissed
from Crystal Senlor High who head supporbed
their orievances; and a ganeral poy
incresse Tut taachers.

13.04 The following weskand 20 ropressntativos
decided that Steyn's response did not

materially change the position of coloursd
educatlon. Steyn refused to re=smploy the
t-;:h-:-. their positions %o rlnlln vacant
fn: coloured teachers to ripllni them, and
made quelified, long-term promises sbout
text-books end bulldings.

The boycotts would go shaed,

_1n.n4 25 D00 students and scholears had alrasdy

Joined the boyecott which spread beyond
Cape Town to three coloursd high achoocle in
the Trasnsvaal. The latter protested in
demand of 'equality of education'.

19.04 A committse of 61 representsives of
Caps sducationsl inetitutions wes

It called for & mass sducation
boycott in the Hestsrn Cape from 21,04 to
25,04, .

formad.

HATAL ADOPTS THE BOYCOTT
The sducetion boycott took root in Matal,

firstly smong coloursd studenta but s

guickly sdopted by the indien community ond
a minority of efricen students at hioher
institutions, (The emphasis of the nationel
boycott was on soliderity ocruss racial
nroupinga. Fer clarity in the South Africen
altuntion "ruglal' cateqories are sprcified).

L]

21.04 Gechet, » coloured Tescher Troining
College, waa the first institution in
ilurbain to teke & atands They declarsd & one=
wack boycott in sympathy with national
demands, thelr own emphesis belng on tha
national psy disparity betwssn black and
white teachors and the College's poor

saporkts Tocilitles whore, for sxsmple, sgccer

is playsd on tormoc,

22,04 The boyeott ranks were guickly swollen

by coloursd high school pupils (3 00O
from three high schools = Bechat, Feirvale
and Wentworth).

Tha boycott golned momentum at other
sducetional institutions besices ZBechet.
itatsl MHedical School protested against
recisl and inferlior sducation For all blacks.
They wers joined by uniu-rnitr of Durban=
Hlltuilli atudents snd black students lt the
University of idatel in Pletermaritzburg and
Durben, Jurbsn University white students
convenad & sympathy boycott, malntaining that
sducation is & basic human right,

s

23.04 A numbar of indien high schools snd the
Springfiesld Collesge of Educatlon

joined the boycott, Indian solidarity with

the boycott wes destcribed, despites press

reports, as not only in support of thelr

colored pesers, but that they wers "also

black students who wantad a batter desl in

. sducation®,.




The boycott spresd in Hatal, beyond
Durben,; northuards Eo llaritzburg, and south
to Harding,

In Hatal police repression intensified,
Police took s hard line in efforts to contain
the boyecott,; using i--ru-:, batona ond making
arrests.

24;04 Indian schplers from a nuaber of schools
who had organised buses to & maas
meating at the UDW, which incressingly became

a meeting polnt during the boycott, were
orevented by police from sttending. Tesorgas
was used to disperse 300 Centenary High
scholars mlrl:h.lﬂg' to the sama gathering.

In Chatsworth, at fleadowland and
dJittekop Indian High School, witnesszes maintain
that students were baton chacged by police
aftar being told by polioe to return to
classes gr g0 homa, The police deny this,
but it was said that 10 scholars were arrested,
charged &nd relessed.

A mareh of eoloured schaolara from
Wentworth to neighbouring Fsirvele High was.
disrupted with tearges.

25.04 Oy this date, alnost every indian and
coloured high school in and around
Jurben and the Horth Coast of ilatal, was
boycottinc. In fact, nctionally, only in
Horthern Hatal; dorthern Free State and

Hamibia diq police divisions report no
incidents.

A _SUNwARY OF HATAL STUDEXT BOVCGTT DEMANDS

Eschet Training Collega:
1) came out in sympathy with Cape
scholarsej.
a; in sympathy with national demands;
demanded & higher atandard of aducation,
more text=books and higher salaries
for teachars.

University of Hatal Medicel School:

1) noted the need for a united effort in
any stand taken against the
injustices of the lawe of thas SA
governmant

for.a real attempt lt
enlighteament sbout local,
national and international issuas
that has baaring on our pecple's
struggle againat opprasaion

. to embark immediately

on & symbolic boycott of all
acadenic activities

to register support
of Capes snd slsewhare

to use the time to
implemant the programma of
education ond re-education of our
own student body sbout fasuss
affecting the black man (esic) in
SA ond to sensitize it to the
condition of the black man (sic)
in SA specifically and in Africe
in gensralj;

2] protasted at "raciasl and inferior

sducation”,

University of Durban=Sestville:

llade the following demands =

1 non—-racial education

2) free compulsory and relesvant ldunitinn
for all

3) all education inatitutions open to all

4) a single system of educetion under
one department

5) parenta and acede::ice ahould decide
on the typs of sducation relevent for

- their children and tha community

6) studenta should have the right to
decide the content of syllabi

7) educational Fecilitiea should be
provided in relation to the real
populstion strength and open -to all
people; irrespective of rece, sex,
colour or creed.

The grisvances articulsted were similar to
those resounding nationally during the boycott.
The demands asbove are important in that they
maks 8 direct link of education afd the
community. The demand for parent participation
in planning sducatlion can be seen as
arguing for the right of community-axpressed
nesds in tha content of esducatlon. At & student
body meeting at Hatel Univerasity Fedical

School it was resolved to pledge support to
organisations such as the Durban Housiog Action
Committee, who were fighting a rent increase

by the Durban City Counecil, In this manner a

an ultimatim,

broadening of the -t:uqnll is 'HFtIllld hr
thl atudents.

AMD INDIAN COMMUNITY RESPUHSE
Matal coloured and indien pargnts solidly

supported the student boycott, They separataly
(on 24.04 and 27.04, respectively) responded
by ilomadiately calling meetings in support of
studant demands .and to prevent wvictimligation

of students. They slected coomittmes to
provide concrote sssistance = one auch group
esteblishad a feeding scheme.

- A similar threat as Hld been made by

Cape parents ues voiced in Matsl = parents
might use the two non-violent ceans et

their disposal:
gnd labour powsr Trom tha economy, if students

withdrawal of their consumar

vere In any way intimidated rur their huy:n:t
sotion (Daily tHews, 28.04).

A joint Natal Parents® Support Committea,
represanting 30 perent committees, was formed
to co—ordinate hllﬁ# parenta’ :unpnrh anc to
work clossly with tl‘li Hatal Etu:llnt-‘ ﬂ.c.unn
Committes (NSAC). A six-person delegotion
from the Natal Parents' Support Committes
(WPSC) wes dispatohed to Rinister Steyn with
Aleso a tenperson joint
parent=atudent committes was elected to
investigate. the sducation crisis nationally.

Suech unified; overtly expressed parent
support 1i# not to be mirrored in hh; african
parents' response, Although largely -uwaurhlui
in Ewa Mashu,; &8 will be indiceted by an
initial mesting turnout of 1 NDO parcnts
(11.05) and only minority groups ectively
forcing students back to sechool or nrotecting
students writing exams, parentel response was
muted. This was probably dus to the vindictive

spproach of Inkathe towards active adult

supporters of the boycott. It would be



important to investigate the cosposition of
the vigilants groups that scted on behelf of
Inkaths sgainat boycotting atudents and thelr
parente. It 1ls also significent; snd needs
axploretion, that Umlezi parsnts and atudents
were largely oppossd to the hnynuli.

In Netel é;lnu;id and indian teachers
wars not reported as having teken a aignificeant
In the Caps
snd the Transvesl teacher organisstions
threatansd to atop work in
solidarity (Sundey Times, 04.05),
of . teachers appesar to hawve attended parents’

stand for or sgainst the boycott.

A minority

support meetings in Hatal.

From the africean tesching community a
few sympathatlic membera sttended the pro=
boycott meatings, There weas, howsver, no
strong encoursgement from this sector. The
majority ssem to have been represented in
their views by the Netal African Teachers'
Union (MATU) who, on 02.06 urged boycotters
while they sympathised
with student grievances, they argued that

to return to school.

only negotlation after a return to classes
could hope bto succeed, The NATU also
meintained that Lt has its own channels through
which dissatisfied teachers can volce their
discontent, OGesides, it hes & 'Eqdi of ethics
which guides our genaral behaviour in
accordance with recognised ethical standards
end wa dissociate ourselves completaely From
anybody who engenders dishermony and encourages
strife among pupils, schools, teachers and the
community®,

Many principels, netionslly’' snd throughout
all groupings, played an antasgonistic role
towards the boycotts, on behalf of the state
send of Inkatha.

which directives; school closures, and student

They weres the vehicles through

suspensions were conveyed snd, in fect, it
was often at thair insistence that police
intervensd to forelbly control students
within sehool grounds, A major sxception wae

a body of Cepe-principels who refused to act

os sgeants of tha atatas,

Two wvery differant spproaches were svident
in the indien community with the HNatel Indlien
Congrass (NIC) sctively in support of the
boycott, to thes sxtent that some of its
prominent members were detsined, The 5A
Indisn Council (SAIC) representatives

—
called for studentas to go back to classes.
They were said to heve mede their point, and
were accentuating only the negative sspects
of their education lrltim. Through the
A Bleck Alliance (SABA), the Labour Party
gnd the Aeform Party were ldentified with what
will be shown to be Inkatha's reasctionary
stand on the students'" boycott,

EXTEHSION OF THE BOYCOTT TO AFRICAM STUDENTS

Very little was reported in ntuipnpatn an

african participation in the sarly stages of

the boycott,

21.04 As early as thisg date the Cepg Committee
hf 61 was reported to have had africen

schools represanted on it when deciding on a

mass boycott fer the week 21.04 to 25,04

(Hatal witness, 21.04.80).

mentioned were Langa and Fezekia High.

850 african students from the Nathamal
Wyaluza Secondary School in Grahamstown
Joined in the boycott immediately. The Rand
Daily Mail (10.05,80) reported that they were
given en axpulsion warning if they persisted
with their three—week old hnyﬁntt.

The schools

22,04 As previously mentioned, africen medical

students and the Black Students Socletiss
on university cempuses ln Johsnnesburg and
Watml Joined the boycott.

28.04 1 500 efricen scholars from four schoole

in FAsnelodi townahlp, outalde Pretorle,
encouraged by & meeting held by Cosas, jolined
in & sympathy boycott, ss well as in proteat
st the arrest of 32 africen scholars sn route
to the unveiling of Solomomn Hihlingu'l
tombstone., Their attespt to call & mess
boycoatt by the 33 000 students in the townshlip
was unsuccesaful,

FOCUS ON MATAL AFRICAN EDUCATION BOYCOTT

Kwa Heshu, & township to the north of Durban
but delineated within KwaZulu, was tha First
snd only aresa in whieh the african schools
boyecott grew, despite the state and Inkatha's

attempts to conktrol iE,

01,05 1 500 african scholars from Hruvele
Secondary School in Kwa Hashu merched
ko Isiboneloa High, intending to encourage other
schoole in the township to join them in the
boycott, fiot police intercepted them and,
operating on a "divide te rule' policy, they
gseparated the scholars into three groups along
the railway line opposite Isibonelo. The
scholars dispersed under a hall of stones that
were reportedly thrown by passengers from
traines and onlookers (Daily News, 0D1.05).
Private and police cars, 23 well as
Puteco buses woare damaped, The police followed
the scholars, firing on them with tmargas.
A looting spree tonok place in the township
later that ooy, & township spokesperson didn't
believe that scholars were responsible For the

stoning and lookinng incidents = "There are bad




slements who sre provoking thess sttacks.
And some of the children ceught up in the
havoc are simply following suit. Out the
majority are trying to keep it non=violant',
ha said (ON, 02.05).

A section nr_thi marching column (430
people) headed for Or Oube High.
parson For the Fwalulu Education Department
reported theat when Dube scholars refused to

A spokes-

‘Join them they stoned windows of the school,
This school was financed by an Urban Foundation
loan to KwaZulu (Watal FRercury, 02,05).

Another contingent of the column walked
to nearby Newlands East, hoping to link up
‘with coloured colleagues. However, they
allegedly found the latter in their class=
rooms,; 8o ceturned.

At the outset of the boycott the police
called on the support of the Kwalulu government
toa intervena In order to contral the boycokt
situation,

02.05 Police arrests of students totalled 50,
but this included both Chatsworth and

Kwa Fashu scholars in separate incidents.

They were latér released into the custody of

their Flrlﬂll;

IMEATHA'S INITIAL RESPONSE
Inkatha mada the same call as the state with

regard to the boycottr the scholars must
réturn to school. They should refrain from

tha boycott which Inkatha described as extreme,
violent action, in opposition to the movement's
nan=wvioclent strategy. In its u:ﬁlnnutinn of
the cause of the boycott; Inkatha resorted ko
gimilar scapegoats as the state: outsiders,

agitetors, and troublemakers.

02.05 Ndlovu; Assistant Secretary for

Education in Kwafulu, called on
scholars to keep calm and go back to school.
They should state any grievances thay have,
but Llimit themselves to dialogue. They should
nat become involwed in the strugglea of
teachers and other groups; and he emphasised
the seriousness with which his department
would regard their being incited by coloured
snd indisn students (MM, 02,05),

Followlng this sdmonition, Ohlomo,
Hinister of Education and Culture in KwaZulu,
praised thres schools for refusing to be .
intimidated and for following the (Inkatha)
President's policy of noneviolence (DN, 02.05).
These ssme schools later came out in support
of the boycott.

Buthelezi sympathised with the grievances
of coloured and indian students and scholars,
but called on africen scholars and students
to remain uninvolved = thereby ignoring that
they shared common grievances, He argued that
they must discipline themselves if thay
wantsd to svold falling into the hands of
black eand white extremists (Sunday Times,
04.05).

09,05 Several thousand african scholars from
four high schools in Kwa Mashu and one
gach in Umlazi and Lamﬂntuilli gathered at a
KwaMashu cginema and decided to continue their
boycott in defiance of pleas by EKwaZulu and
Inkatha officials. A student spokesperson
maintained that the Kwalulu government was
powatless, could achieve nothimg on their
bahalf, and that it was merely a "post
office' for the central government. Thay,

therefore; would pursue their own struggle

against the educaktion system in which clearly

the state and Inkatha were closely associasted.’

Inkatha's response was muted in the face
of such blatant rejection.

S5 Mtolo, the mayor of Kwa Mashu and &
member of Inkatha's Central Committee, said
he regretted the pupiles declsion tn'pirailt
with the boycott, Dhlomo refused to comment
{Nm, 10,08).

11,05 Parents, tll;hii-, scholars and students

met in a Kwa Mashu cineme to discuss the
_boyeott, Ihl 1 000 parents present condemned -
Bantu Bducation and elected a ﬁlrlnt:'
committee to support the pupils and students
in thair dil:ndi. Tha ﬂrllﬂlﬂﬁél weres
‘@nforced uniforme; lack of qunllrl;ﬁ teachersj
inadequate schools end overcrowded conditions;
poor sporting and other faclilities, WNo
threst was made to withdraw their consumer
and worker powaf by african parents in
Durban,; which contrasts strongly with
coloured and indisn comsunitiess nationally.

One parent described Bantu Education

since its inception in 1953; as changlng only
in neme; but essentielly etill infecior and
racial sducation. This snalysis ias lni:nurltl
in one important respect = '"Inkatha® in all
KwaZulu schools since 1979 (see bex balow),

INKATHA AND EDUCATION.
Recent trends indicate that Inketha aims
to be absorbed LInto the esxistihg structures
of power with South Africa's capitalist
sconomys The Inkatha Institute reveals a
drive towards the incorporatiom of Inkatha
into a position of power in planning and
implementation of reformist chenge in South
i Africe in various fTlelds, This was demonstrated
i in the esconomic sphere at a recent mesting
~of the Pinstown and New Germany Chamber of
| Industries, Buthelezl called for the forging
of partnarship links with industrislists.
Because of the way in which Inkatha has
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dafined itself as & politicel force, we find
that in eartain Instances stats strategles
and Inkatha strategies are comnlementary.

The Inkatha Institute signifies a culmination
point in Inkatha's development politically,

Inkatha politicians frequently use the
concept of '"liberation struggle' rhatorically.
What Inkatha meana by liberation struggle
remsine ill=definad by them, Howsvar, in
the light of thes above, Inkatha's struggle
appsars reformist in nature = a struggle for
the redistribution of power snd wealth
within the existing confines of existing
relations,

-An sducation aystes is a dominant
ideological apparatus through which thes
ideas, values and norms of the ruling class
are transmitted., In 1979 Inkaths was in a

pesition of strength in relation to exploiting

the avenuess of ideoclogical insertion in
KwaZulu schools.: "Inkatha®™ was introduced ass
& 1 hour per weak cospulsory subject at all
levels of schooling, The Inkatha syllabus is
s far=reaching and all smbracing attempt at -
preparing KwaZulu school children for their
"role in the liberation struggle”. The
establisheent of a syllabus with its emphasis
on the Youth Brigede glsarly is an attempt
to provide ths youth with gvenuss for
channsling growing political swarsness and
the need for political participation and
, involvesent, It is intended; sisultaneously,
&0 draw thea fnto Inkathas structures.
The inculcation of Inkatha ideology is
"implementad in varying concentrations and
complaxities from "Sub=A' to Form V., This
calculated attempt at mobilising strong and
unified black youths in support of Inkatha
aios is carried through specifically set out
content courass. They sre:
Inketha,
History of Black Afrieca,
African culture,
Modern 1life styles,
Environmental studies,
Religlious studies.
Practicals,

Tha content of sach course provides
insight inte Inkatha's direction, The
"Inkatha" ssction deals meinly with the history
of the movement, organisational structurs,
significance of the constitution, discipline
and conduct of Inkatha membsrs, rols of

lesaders and led, role of the Youth Brigads
and the importance of ralliss, leadership and

training,

The "Rodern life styles™ ssction
develops thinking along the nesds and
prebless of rurel and urben 1life; Africa and-

economic development and the need for african
business enterprise,

"Practicals™ include singing and dance;
and self defenca, ampng othar activities,

The naturs of Inkatha ideology to which
the youth are exposed is mediated partly by an
sppeal through traditional customs and norms,
Through the Inkatha Syllabus; Inkaths
attempts to mould and harness the bleeck
youth into the force nesded for the stratagy
of Inkatha developed by the petty bourgsols
and consecvative traditionmal lsaderahip
in Kwalulus

A parent ergued that Jantu Education (GE)
is an pducetion of domestice and lebourers and

nat to Eraln men end women to teke thalr
rightful place in the futura of South Africa.

_Another parent spoke disparegingly, questloning

which government was in control: "we are told
that the KwaZulu government is our government
but yet wa Find that it has no power'. This
is a aimlilar assertion to that madd. ot the
previcus student meeting and the challenge that
Uuthelezl, Inkatha end KwaZulu were determined
to disprove by attempting to control the
boycott.

The parsnts were sdamant that theres were
no sgitetors behind the boycobt, but rather
lagitimate nrievances voliced over the years.

12.05 The boycott hed, by this time, 1007
participation in Kwa Mashu, but was
minimally supported elsewhere in KwaZulu
(5 schools were involved in Umlazi snd only
one known to be boycotting in Lamontville).
Parents and the majority of scholars in
Umlezil were said to be opposed to the
disruption of classes by the boycott, The
five Umlazi schools maintain they were
parsuadead agalnst their will to join the
boycott (MM, 13.05). Even Kwa Mashu
secholarcs lttihdinq schools in Umlazi

a0 on 14.05,.

“nnnnvlulnnt strategys

attompted to catch khelr treine, but were
picketed by scholars and prevented from doing
Clearly different responses
wera articulated by kwa Faghu and Umlazi
comamunities, !mlazi represents more of

an Inkatha stronphold then Kwa Moshu, It is
sungoested that an examination of the class
skructure of the two townships may throw
some light on the different responses,
pechops revealing Kwa Fashu as having a
broader uurkinb class base than Umlazi.

HEATHA'S RESPOHSE .
Hather than atteck the underlying ceauses of the

" mass dissatisfaction, a conspiracy theory was

sdopted as =n l:pllnltiuﬁ.inﬂ a strategy
of stamping out the boyoott ot all costs
followed. '

Threats were made hintiﬁq that Zulu snger
might ominously overatep the bounds of &
Inkatha's target was
a !ist of apitators who were 'orcheastrating'

o challenge to Inkatha's power. For an
orgenisation th-é sspires to be non-ethnically
hﬂlﬁﬂ_thﬂ description of thess .scapegoats

was racist snd ethnic inm nature. It was
emphasised that Inkatha has & stretegy Ffor

the libaration strugule, although it was never
elaborated, However, it was assarted that
this blueprint does net include an education
boycott nor recognises the leadership of
‘children’,

12.05 A 4 1/2 hour debate, 2 1/2 hours behind
closed doofs and 2 hours in public, vas

held on the boyecott in the KwaZulu 1-niilltiﬁl

Assembly (KLA). @authelezi threatenad to

ad journ the KLA so thet Inkaths could deal

with people who were organising end agitating




among african school children in Kwa Mashu.
- A statement of this nature indicates
the interesting relationship betwesn Inkaths
and the KLA; as well as highlighting &
mystificatory analysis of tha real causes of
the boycotbt.

Buthelezi listed those "agitators' as -
including: ‘'pundits from Rmsarvoir Hills'
(an indian residential area); '"intellectuals
Ffrom tha University of Durban-iestville ond the
dlack Fadical school'j "ectivists sitting inm
white newspaper offices' = he specified
reporter Subramoney, then of the Daily News,
who was warnad by a KLA meambar that ha must
be very careful beceause he was very close to
the Indian Dcean and that the Inkatha curreant
was very atrong.

This resnonse wes elicited because
Subramoney was the only reporter not rejected
by KWwa Fashu acholars at a mesting when black
Ilanga reporters ware chased out.

Buthelezi included three black lawyers
in hie liat of agitators, He argued that they
were soliciting funds oversess to defend cases
arlaing out of tha boycott. The lawyers
wiErs named by Assembly members as ‘Axenge,

Poawa and Skweyiya, who were decried as
Xhoss=apasking, Transkeisn scavengers.

Theas sgitators wers sald to be non=
fulu, "politicel opportunists', "paid imbeciles’
and an "sxtresNatalian radical fection' who
sent thelr children to elita Swaziland schools.
Their motivetion, according to Buthelezi, was
to "challenge the Zulu pecple through Inketha',
The Asseably members elaborated further, seying
that the instigators "think thes Fulus are
sasy prey,; and -they want to "gonvines the world
that the youth was spurning the lesadership
of Inkatha', Buthelezi threatened: 'I wish
to issue this warning, Behind the facade of

"-I 1
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and Mr Gibeson Thuls, Inhﬂthn'- urban representative in the Transvaal,

courtesy and smiles that you ses on tha face
of the Zulu there is an angar the like of .
which does not exist in any other group in
this country'. After thias display of
Ehiuuhnlnn, an Assembly member crudely.
assured that 'we will go and get tham'.

Education and Culture Minister Dhlomo
stated that the government krnew of and
sympathised with the grievances of "the
students. In fact, they were part and
parcel of the liberation struggle being
waged by Inkatha, He arguad thlt.Iﬁtlih;
has & "clear strategy' of which 'the
boycott of classes and the breaking down of
schoal buildings is not a part',

He insisted that they wers "met prepared
to be led by children', that 'we do not belisve
that children have the intellect to devise
strategies under which the Black man (sic) is
to be liberated', He referced to "our foolish -
children .., belng led by inetigaetors, arce
bresking down the very structures which their
parants have swested to put up's

This tactic to drive a wedge betwesn
parents and students/scholars was frequently
exploited by Inkatha during the boycott.

Dhlomo introduced & resolution strongly
.ulfninq parents supporting tha unrnﬁtt, and -
scholars not re=registering at schools on
I-St.mncll]r. 18.05, and ' back in classes on Monday,
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that they would be 'severely dealt with®,

. Justificatory and self=legitimating
commants were thrown to the community:r "we
must not be blamed for any action we take...
we must not be blamed if we lose patience",
It is through comasents such as the sbove that
the mask of & so called non=violent strategy
drops, and Inkatha is exposed in a violent

and repressive organisational light, favouring
reformist change. .

It was decided that tha 130=strong
Assembly attend a meeting of residents,
parents and scholars at the soccer stadium
in Kwa Mashu on Sunday 18.05; at 8 am,

After the Assembly all the Durban members
left for home, and attempted to diffuse
trouble in the township. Methods of
aschisving this aim were not daefinead,
12,05 In preparation for the rally,; the
Kwalulu government made statements and,
with the help of Inkatha members, distributed
pamphlets calling for: attendance at the
stadium meeting,; compliance with the de=
reglstration drive, and & tough expulsion
threat if all did not return to school on
Monday, 19.05.

16,05 600 students met at the Kwa Fashu

cinema to plan their stratsgy for the
forthcoming atadium meeting, KwaZulu officisls
tried to break up the gatherings Police
dispersed the crowd with teargas, but not
before the students had released the handbraks
of a Kwalulu official's car which subsequently
crashed,

18,05 10 000 people (it is disputed to be
half this figure) attended the rally
at the Prinea Magogo stadium in Kwa Mashu,

Umlazi supporters of Inketha had Formed m
sglf-appointed impli guard at the gates the
previous evening and during the mesting
marched around the outside wall, Inkatha
officials were apparently disappointed at
the poor turn-out of Kws Mashu supporters
for this task, Tha aim of the impi was to
safeguard thelr chalrman who admitted that
he had had a threst to "tesr (him) to '
threads if (he) came to Kws Mashu',

Significantly absent from the meeting
ware 500 student and scholar boycotteras who
held their own gathering at the cinema, The
South African security police escorted two
student delegates to the stadium with a
raqueat that Buthelezl addresa this separate
meeting.s They were refused by Mr Mthethwa,
the minister of justice in KwaZulu; who
declared that it was not Zulu tradition for
youth to approach their elders with such a
demand, and that furthermore it would not
be granted because they had all been invited
to attend the one big function, After
reaparting back to students and scholars
ona of tha latter returned to say that
they would still not come to the stadium
because they Feared being assaulted,

A 200=-atrong impl, wislding knobkieries,
spears and knives, marched from the stadium
to confront the students and scholars but
police interveneds; The same impl, after
repeateadly harassing a religious minister,
FMr Mbhambo, for allegedly being behind tha
boycott, eventually stormed the atage at the
atadium, to which the minliater had been
called to speak; The impl assaulted him,
Inkatha officials and police had to rescus
him,; Buthelezi was seen to reprimand the
impis During the proceedings, & FMe Fnguni, a

Kwa Mashu councillor, was also attacked by

angry woman Tor the same reason.

These incidents serve as a Fforceful
warning to those who opposed Inkatha's
wishes, whilst at the same time bolstering

"Buthelezi's imege as & moderate man,

NEATHA RA PEECHES ,

Buthalezl saintained that KwaZulu and Inkatha
placed 'education as a priority', and that
"no other race group faces as snormous an
obstacle' of disadvantage in this field}
henca, while balieving in the Yoneness of
blacks', (he guoted participation of Inkatha
in the 5A Bleck Alliapce as evidence of this,
yet so far members had not called on Inkatha
to adopt -lcnnnnn ltlltlgr.iﬂ the boycott),
called on black scholars, rather than staying
away from lessons, to "get as much education
that is available as possible,; This is far
better thanm no educetion st all',; Buthalezi
walidated this stance to.scholars by
explaining: YEveryone of you who perseveres
through school into high school has before
you the possibility of leading a2 liberation
batallion in the market place and in the
factories'", He did not contemplate the
alternative that schooling attespts to
train & passive, disciplined population and
workforece,

He reitesrated his parception of &
"total onslaught against Inkatha' by
Yscrawny,; scraggly,; tettered cockerels,; @&
new inclusion being the trade union movement,
dancing to the tune of pied pipers from an
internationsl band orchestrated by no-good
cleries (the churches joined his 1list nr.
agitators), and long=haired intellectusls®,
amongst whom he specified the "brave new




left writing Marxist enalysls on Inkatha's
role's He once agaln warned the opposition
to Inkatha that although he was personally
committed to non-violence the anger of the
peoplea may result in cracked skulls,

Finally hes belittled protest politice,
tha "stupidity of school boycotting' which
'glamoured for the white bams to give us
bettar gnndlil‘. Howevar, he certalnly did
not snvisage 1ts replacement by revolutionary
politicas,; and tha question of how exactly
Inkatha intande to achiewve social change
remaing, :

Dr Dhlomo, KwaZulu "inister of Education
and Culture provided the apology for KwaZulu's
provision of poor education and emphasised its
redesming hard-won features, Hecause of
KwaZulu's stand against independence Lt
flnllvld no assistance from the central
governmankt: hence Tunding wes short and
relised on parent contributions, Howsver
Kwafulu was against Bantu Education. It had
reduced sother tongue instruction and ha
anngunced that Matriculation and Standard B
axaminations would be written under the
Natal Education Department rather than the
Mational Education Uepartments This reformist
approach Ffails to critically assess the
quality and content of white education, which
it attempts to adopt,

Dhloma excusad the overcrowding of
classes by mentioning that many Johannesburg
students had besn enrolled after the Sowsto
schools boycott of 1976 (Natal Marocury,
19,05,80),.

19,05 With Inkatha's encouragement to stop
the boycott at all costs and Umlazi's
record of minimal fnvolvement in the stay

away from classes, residents assaulted Kua
Hashu students allegedly brought to wocational
schools Iin Umlazi to persuvade scholars there
to withdraw From lessons,

Meanwhile in Kwa Mashu the minister of
Justice, with the support of Kwa Mashu
councillors, attempted to arrange police
protection For scholars who might want to
return to school. Leter, on 22,05, a few
Kwa Flashu parents armed with sticks and
knobkiesries routed boycotting acholara,
some of whom were forced back to classes,
This is the First reported Ilnstance whare
Kwa Mashu parents acted overtly against thelr
children,; and it appeared to Lnvolve &
minority of Inkatha supporters,

NEATH Bk id HFER E _ADD -

In an address to the &6th annual conference

of Inkatha, Buthelezi admitted the
organisation's failure in its responsibilitiea-
it had so fer been unable to contain the

school boycotts and undisciplined scholars,
From this experience, he said, Inkatha

should learn some lessona, He outlined two
possible Future strategies.

Firatly he proposed the closing of
Ngoye University and opening & new one, a
"trus university of tha people of KuaZulu',
This would stop students being subjected
to tuition by academice whose alma conflicted
with those of Inkatha, Buthelezi, as Chancellor
of this institution; and due to preside at
the forthecoming graduation on Saturday, 24,05,

"had been warned by the boycottlng studenta

through their SRC spokesman,; not to arrive
accompanied by an entoursge of Inkatha
membars in uniform and bearing arme. When

he ignored this warning and approached the

university with an impi, students attempted
to prevent thelr entry in a scene of violence

-and arson, After the meating the SAC president -

was assaulted; Finally the atudents ealled on
Buthelezi to rosign as Chancellor st & studant
body meeating the following week, on 27.05, Ha
refused, 1ndi=nt1ng.th-t he was not appointed
by the students but slected by the university
Council and would ses out his T=yesar tercm
'as & service to blocke' (Dally News, 28,08.80).
sacondly,; he inalated,
it is time for Inkatha to establish
training camps where, branches and regions
are schooled in the employmsent of anger
in an orderly fTashlonssss«to be able to
contral rlot#;;ss:to conduct meetings in
the middle of chaos which other pesople
try to create. YWe nesd to tone up our
miscles so that the dove of peace alts
sasily on the spesar',
He is clearly referring to training impis and
to the establishment of & paramilitary Torceas
He had previously defended the impis®' rols
in the stadium meeting whan they were accusad
of disorderly conducts He proclaimed them an
integral part of Iulu tradition and the Zulu

nation (Natal Mercury, 20,05.80),

KUAZULU/INKATHA DIRECTIVES,

A directive was sent from Ulundi ordering
all |&hulnrn to ba back in school by Friday,
23,05, Principals ware enlisted to hand ower
namgs of those still boycotting by this date
to the KwaZulu Department of Education and
Cultures

The desdline for rltﬁrninq to school
was extended to Friday, 30.05, and Buthelezi
released figures to the Assembly that showed
a marked increass in Kwa Mashu school
attendance, The Natal Witness (29,05.80) -
howsver, still reported it to be below S0X,
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A faw schools admitted that less than a
guatter of scholarsa werea prasent {H:uﬁ.l. and
Isibonela whare the boycott first began were
amongst these latter), The Chlanga School
acholars had that deay walked aut sn masse

due to discrimination againet them by the
ataff, ) .
Tha threats Buthelezi now fssued

increased in-magnitudes Boveotting scholars
no longer had intimidation as an excuse; for
instance, as Inkatha officials and a Few
Kwa Mashu parents guarded students wanting
to attend the Mzuvela school. He could no
longer give them grace, he said, and thay
would Face instant dismissal.

INKATHA ABDUCTION. '
28,05 41 students (some from Fzuvele High)

as well as a few people known to be
non-students (at lesst 2 were workers), were
forelbly removed from thelr homes by a group
of adult male Inkatha members late on the
svening of 28,05,  Some were Initially taken
to the garage of Benghu,; & KwaZulu me,
ostensibly for interrogation,; All were later
asseabled at C Section Hall in the presence
of the Reglonal Secretary of Inkatha, Mr
Mjwars, and & Kws Fashu councillor and
Inkatha mesber; Mr Mkize, who were to
accompany them to Ulundi.

They wers loaded into a kombi im the
early hours of 29,05, and deposited at the
Inkatha offices for & lecture on Inkatha and
its role in the liberation struggle, and then
led into the Legislative Assembly of KwaZulu,
Here they were announced as instigators of
the boycott and were reguired to sxplain the
reasons behind continuing the boycott.
Significantly, they wers not asked to

elaborate on the grievances motivating the
boycotts They were then handed over to a
Major in the KwaZulu pnlia-rutéu to be
"spoken to' and for protective custody,

On their return to Kwa Mashu they were
forced to attend an Inkatha meeting at

., C Section Hall, where their nanes; addressas

and schoals ware noted to show how serious
the members were in cerrying out the threats
they madey to destroy their homes, assault
them and thaeir Enl-tlvnl, end ensure they
lel‘dltllﬂld- These warnings have since
All been implemented against some &f the
students and their families, The detention
of a few of the same students shows especially
the close assoclation between Inkatha and the
state in repressing the boycott.
Buthelezl described in the Assambly how
8 counter-attack had been ataged by Gugulabashe
School students in Kwa Mashu when they were
urged to jolnm the boycott, Because of such
intimidation he found it necessary to geo
back on previpus directives = absent students
would not necessarily be expelled. However,
those not eaitting for half=yearly examinations
would not be accepted in schools in KwaZulu,
Buthelezi and the Assembly managed to
identify further "sgitators'jy Fort Hare
students had joined the Medical School
students and, disguised in balaclava caps,
were stopplng students trying to go to
classes, An unidentified white man was
sald to be paying students R10 sach a day
for staying out. The SAP and BOSS were
probebly responsible, they claimed, because
they refused to take atrong actionm againat
students, The latter's neglect spurred
Buthelezl to introduce, under the Folice
Bill; the need for KwaZulu to hawve an

independent police and sescurlty police
forces 1t seems that they would be
commissioned to do a better Job thean tha

etate fForces were cepable of.

02,06 = 07,06 Open violence engulfed Kua
Hashu, harassment and assault being
conducted by roaming groupas; largely adults
alleged to be Inkatha luppnrtirl.-Thi
violence was aimed against boycotting
atudentes. Many of the students required

medical treatment at the local polyclinic.
Attorneys Lntervened on the students' behalf,
requiring police to halt the rampaga of
Passaulta, Me Fngunil, widely known to have
challenged Inkatha over its boyeott stand,
after being personally assaulted at thae
stadium meeting had stones pelted at her
home, There were other incidents of aimilar
intimidation,
On the other side; the Inkatha office
"was the site of an arson attack, A Kwalulu
AP, Mr Bhangu, felt it essential to establish
an impl guard at his garage after it had bean
set fire to, He blamed ANC=Linsplred vouth and
adults for the attack on Inkatha supporters.

08,06 5 000 people, including Labour Party
leaders, attended a prayer maating mf
the Prince Magogo Stedium,

INKATHA SPEECH,

Conscious of Inkatha's weaknesa in the face of
masa boycott sction, Buthelezi wsed this
opportunity to discredit tha ANC, He
distinguished between the frrelevant fringe
strategy for liberation conductad by the
exiled ANC, lnﬁ Inkatha's claimed mandate by
the pecple to wage the liberation struggles




He desoribed the ANC as the oldest liberation
movemsnt in Southern Africa, yet its dresams
and efforts had not borne frult, 1t could
not hops to adequatsly communicate with the
masses nor intimidate the white minority by
an isclated refinery attack, howesver much
publicity it received, whersss Inkatha could
marshall eonsumer and worker power for
change. He did not try to identify when
Inkatha has, or will, puresus this power
atruggle.

Students and scholars would only
understand the superiority of Inkatha's role

in the liberation struggle if they continued
with their education, It was up to students

to coms to him with tealistic concrete
schames of how to schieve reform, He
sat out only two optlons For the -ttunglni
radical changs of tha lnnlﬂ-¢=nnqn;F and
pulltiﬂil aystem of South Africa, and survival
in suffering., They are not slternatives,

- aceording to Buthelezi, Those who refuss the
sescond challenge have no right to ceapond
to the first,

10,06 The Kwalulu government sent a circulsr
to school principals which they had teo
read thres times to scholars In the morning
assembly. It reasserts the KwaZulu governsent's
rejoctlion of Bantu Education, and esphasises
thalr avarensss of students' legitimate
grisvances,; It polnte out that the Zulus .
havae moved Furthsrest away Trom Bantu
Education because of action taken by the
Ewaiulu government, Howswver, it once again
?ejects boycott action, It outlines a
resolution passed in the Assembly this year
to appoint a commission of enquiry to do away
with the phllosophy und-rlrinﬁ Bantu Education,
This would be subsused under the Buthelezi

.Eunclatinn {which has a ressarch instituts

attached) to consider tha collective destiny
of all the people in Natal, One of its tasks
would be to study the education aystem, Tha
acceptance of Inkatha's constitutional
proposals rﬁr-l-tll by the wider community
pracccupled Buthalezi durling tha boycott
period, and is likely to dominate Inkatha

strategy in the Future. It would be interesting:

to pursus the influence this had on the
movement's coneervative stend in the boyecott,

16.086 A spate of violence ensued in Kwa

l'aghu, 77 buses were stoned, six bus

'drivers were injured, 3 robbed, and 40

Administration bullding windows smashed,
allagedly by youths In Kwa Fashu, 5Six
youkths -'ri‘arrijt-d in connection with these
Another three buses were stoned
the following day, bringing the total te BD,
60 of which bmlonged to Putco.
estimoted at RT 00O,

" Ho aonalysis was undertaken Er Inkatha of
Nespite their
continued boycott prutplt. the itrquln for
change was being ssothered by the combinod
Nathor,
debates on strategies For change were confined
to the higher echelons of the KwaZulu

iﬂﬂidlnt!.

Damage was
growing student fruatration.
forces of the states and Inkotha.
Legislative Assembly.

23.0& In tha light of boycott lﬂti&ﬂ it was

sungested, ot the Inkatha snnual
conference, that the Hatal Africen Teachers®

" Union co=ordinate workshops to explors possible

improvements in the gquallity of education.

Youth Preparedness programsmeés in hhl,:;h: l.-nnqlt
other input, would be lessons in self-defence,
and parent=teachers associations to improve

communication would be discussed. BGesides

being an enquiry into prtulﬁt:tlu- reform,
it could be that Inkatha was attempting ko
assure, through these p:uﬁrl-nili better
control over students, parents, snd teachers
for the future.

03.07 Every conceivable pressure was
utilised to get students to return to

classes on the first day of the third term.
The Ratal Medical School esnd the University of
Durban=Westvilles had gone back on 30.06, and
the coloured and indian schools boycott was
terminated nationally at the beginning of
July )

In Kwa Maghu students resolved to
continue as.thelr demands had met with nn-

responsa, On the other hand, principals
decided to sit down and talk with students

in a desperate attempt to return to "normal'.
The battle of Forces = the boycotbing students

"wversus Inkathe and the state - faded in Natel

whan classes were eventually resumed, It
continues among african students in the
Hestern Cape, Eastern Cape and the Orange Free
State.

Eﬂl;LHSIﬂH
The boycott of black sducational institutions.

in Hatal highlighted the limitstions of student
hurnutt.hr itself in the Fface of stats power.
uf great value, howsver, was the 'crisia' of

a mass student boycott which forced Inkathas,
despite cloims of representing the youth,
workers and middle-clnss interests, into -
ravealing & reactionacy tendency in this
situation,
poaitively to the student struggle, offecing
no concrete alternnktive, and iﬁ a rajected
position revealed these reformiat and

Inkatha was unable to respond

‘congarvative tendenciea.

-
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COURTS

PRETURIA TREASUN TRIAL.

Ncimbithi Johnson Lubisi (28),
Petrus Tsepo Mashigo (20),
Naphtali Manana (24&),

lkanyeng Mosea Molebatsi (27),
Hlolile Benjamin Tau (24),
Phumulani Grant Shezi (24),
Jeremiah Radebe (26},

Boyce Johannes Bogale (26),
Thomas Mngadi (29).

As detailed on pages 3% - &1 of WIF 14,
the ¥ accused listed sabove currently
face charges ui High Tresson, murder,
attempted murder and robbery with
aggravating circumatancea, as well as
alternative charges under the Terrorism
Act .

The erux of the case revolves
sround the sttack on the Soekmekaar
police station, and Lhe siege at the
2ilverton branch of Volskas bank early
in 1%80. In addition te these incidents,
out of which the charges of murder,
attempited msurder and robbery emerge,
the sceiied are also alleged to be ANC
members,; Lo hawe undargone military
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te have besn in poasassion of & large
ssount of arme, explosives and ammunition,
te have investigated certain targets for

 the ANC (peolice stations, a petrol
storage tank, end Lhe Port Natal Bantu
Affairs Administration Board). There
are also cherges of establishing ANC
bases, end recruiting people Tor
militery training.

The state case is now nearing
completion; and the trial hés been

training in ANC camps (mainly in Angola),

ad journed to mid Uctober to allow for
defence preparationa. The state has not
alleged that the accused were

physically responsible for the death of
i women at the Silverton bank, nor has
it claimed that all the accused were
involved in the Soekmeksar attack or

the planning of the bank siege. What

the prosecution does claim is that

each of the accused joined and
participated in an ANC conapiracy to
averthrow the state; that the Silverton
and Soskmekaar incidents were part of
that genersl conspiracy, and that the
accused are all accordingly responsible
for acts in furtherance of the
conspiracy. For example, the three ANC
guerilles actually present at the
Silverton siege (Humphrey Makhubo,
Stephen Fanie Mafoko and Wilfred Madela)
were all killed in the police raid on the

- bank; but in terma of the |l;|qnd

conspiracy, and & legal docirine of

common purpose, the state holdas the

sccused responsible for the scts of the

3} dead guerillas.

The state has led evidence in 3

ma jor sectionss

® the attack at Soskmekaar;

# the siege at Silverton;

m the specific involvement and ecte of
each of the accused.

Categories of witnesses have included

® accomplices of the accused;

® police vitnesses ;

w people involved with the accused but
not held to be sccomplices by Lhe
state ;

® hostages at the Silverton siege.

Une of the state's first witnesses
was Lieut.-Col. Hermanus Stadler, who
teatified that he could be conaidared as
an expart on the ANC. According te his
testimony, the ANC wes formed in 1912

a8 the South African Native National
Congress,; but later changed its name.

In 1944 the ANC Youkth League was formed
under the leadership of inter alia Nelson
Mande la, Walter Sisulu and Uliver Tambo.
The Youlth League introduced a more
militant atmoasphere into the ANC, and
during the 19508 a programme of .
demonstrations and .passive resistance
took place.

In the mid 19508 the Congress

Alliance was formed. This involved an
alliance between five organisations -
ANC, Congress of Jemocrats, Coloured
Peoples' Congress, South African Ilndian
Congress and the South African Congress
of Trade Unions (SACTU). The Freedom
Charter was sdopted ss the policy of
these organisations after it wa¥ dreswn
up at the Kliptown Congress of the
Feople.

Uriginally purely an africen
nationslist organisation, a split
emerged in the ANC in sbout 1938
between the Charterists and the
Africanista. Ihe Africenists broke away
from the ANC and formed the PAC which
was anti-communist and had only african
members. lhe ANC, according to Stadler,
adaitled menbers of all racial groups,
and was influenced by & communist
perspeclive.

After the ANC was declared unlawful
in 1960, s military wing known as Umkonto



we Sizwe (HK our Spear of the Nation) was
formed, and saboteurs who were arrested
were found to be part of MK. Nelson
Mandela was the Tirat commsnder-in-chief
of MK. A blueprint for guerilla warfare
was drawn up and put into operation,
which provided for sending people For

military training, sttacking targets, nnd_

distributing propaganda material.

The alms of the ANC, sccording te
Stadler, ineluded the violent
overthrow of the governmenl, founding of
trade unions, strikes, protest marches,
bnruuttl.and distribution of propagands
material through pamphlets, puaters,
radio, records and tape recordings.

Stadler also referred to the
sssassination of peuple regarded by the
ANC a8 tralbours, such as Leonard Nkosi:
a commander of one of the First ANC
guerills groups to Fight in Iimbabwe in
1967, ha was arreated in Durban and
subseguently gave state evidonce in @&
number of ferrorism Act trials. In 1970
he joined the security police, and
remained a member until his hilljng'
in 1977.

Under cross examination, Stadler
said that to have laated all these years,
‘the ANC sust be sccepted by black people.
He also said that there was great rivalry
between Lhe ANC and FAC: both had, For
example, claimed responsibility for the
. recent attack on SASUL, but "we don't
pay much attention to the PAC becauss it
is such & small Faction", said Stadler.

Another major state witness, who in
terms of a court order may not be
identifjed, was claimed by the state to
be an sccomplice of thea accused. After

completing his military training in
Anyula, he was appointed head of the
ANC's Southern Natal Reqion. His duty was
to oryanise attecks on targets of an
economic, military and political.
significance ., Among the tarysts he

.listed were Pik Botha, the judye in the

Pietermaritzburg lreason Trial, Lieut.
Coul. Stadler of the security police, oil
refineries; securily police and state
witnosses in lerrorism Act Lrials.

Un December 27, 197%, Lthe witness
yave himgelf up to Lhe police. le
fdentified moat of the accused as having
undergone military traininy in ANC camps
in Angula. In Harch 1979 he hed carried
out a mission to sabotage the Port Natal
Administration Board bulilding, hut Lthis
had failed when a detonator did not go
of f as planned.

- Anolher accomplice witness who may
not be ldentified testified thet, after
receiving uilitlgr training, hs returned

" to South Africe and gave himself up to
-the police. He then led them to a hide-

out of a group of guerillas where a
gun battle took place in which a guerilla
wvas killed.

Uther important evidence led by the

ltIFI came from police and hostages at
the Silverton siege, police present at

the Soskmeksar attack, and police
involved in the arrest of two of the
accused in Moundlo township, near Vryheid.
According to a police witness Thomas
Mngadi, mccused number 9 in the triasl,
attempted to escaps from the Mondlo house
in which he was staying when police
arrived. Arfis and explosives were storad
in the house. The police witnass
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testified that police chased Mngadi,
Miriny shots at him before overpowering

"him in a struggle.

Evidance has also been led on ANC

.bases, arma caches and dead letter

boxes uncovered by police at EKwalhema
near Sprinys, Ga-Rankua, Svekmekaar,
and near Uurban.

The krial ia due to resume in
mid=-Octobar im the Preatorlia Palaca
of Justice.

TEAMOKISH ACT THIALS.

+Thandl Auth Modise (21), Moses Nkosi (24)

and Aaron Slim Fogele (21)s _
Charge: Modise is alleged to have undergons
military training in ANC camps Iin Angola and
Tanzania, and returned to South Africa during
1978, Ouring HMarch 1978 the state claims that
sha asst fire to piles of oclothing in
Johanneaburg branches of Edgars and 0K Bazears,
Modiss also foces charges of possesslng arms,
ammunition and exploaives, and inveatigating
police stations and & Krugersdorp Hantu Affalrs .
Administration Board with the aim of sabotaging
tham,

Mkosi and Mogale are alleged by the
state to have harboured Modise on har
return to South Afrlca, and storing a

“firearm and sxplosives belonging to hers

Much of the trisl has reavolved around

+ the admissability of statements made by two

of the accused while in security police
custody, Modise testified that she had been
assaulted by poliee to make a confasslon,
and Nkosi has claimed that he made a
statement to avoid baing tortured: "I
thought that what had been dena to others
would be done to me toor I had not heard of
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Inrnni who had been to John Vorster Square
who had not been sssaulted", Nkosi told the
court,

A senlor Johannesburg distriet surgeon
who examined Modise uﬁilﬂ in detention, Or
Norman Jacobeon, testified that in his
opinion, "lengthy periods "of interrogation
:..cuulﬂ conptitute an assault. I believe,
and 1 have seen, thet the Socurity Police
sub ject detainses to strenuous interrogation”,

Asked by the defance how & parson could
injure themsslves while in police custedy,
securlty police witness Edward Jemes Tiernay
claimed that at John Vorster Square "the
Floor is so slippery thnt & person ean fall
and injure himeelf or even fall while
sitting on a chalr",

Judgemant on whather tha statsments
involved are admissable as evidence against
the asccused will be given on October 22,
when the trial resumes,

{Kempton Park lieglonal Court).

Markus Kutaks (40) and Hendri

Kariseb (45),

Lharges The accused are alleged to have
ssaletwd SWAPD guerilla Fighters by
providing them with food and sccomodatlon,
and & plan of farm buildings of & farm near
Grootfontein whare they were employed. The
farmhouss involwed was subsequently attacked
by guarlllas on February 17, 1979,

The farm owner, JFL Louw,; told the court
that the 2 accused had been among his most
trusted workers, and both were foremen, Prior
to the attack, one of his workers had warned
him to be carsful because Kerlseb was "SdaPD
oriented's On the deay of the attack, ha had
instructed Kariseb to run to a nearby farm
to warn the fTamlly there that "terrorista’

ware in the aree, He refused to do =0,
telling Louw to "save your breath",
(Uindhoek Supreme Court),

Athleone Khima (32).
Charget The accused was alleged to have

recruited 2 people For military tralning,

namely Johannea Nkabels and Johannes Nkosi,
Nkosi, a member of the police who wanted to
Join the security police, and was suspended -
from duty at the time of the trisl, was found
to be & dangerous and unreliable witness by
the presiding magistrate,

Vardict: Not guilty,
(Pretoria Reglonal Court, 15,09,80),

Thabo Hakunyane (24) end Ephraim Mogale (23).
Charge: Ma.unyane, & student at Turfloop
Univeraity, and fogale, president of COSAS,
faced charges under the Terrorism and Intarnal
Security Acte, They plescded guilty to certain
Tarcorism Act charges; involwing the promotion
of ANC and communist objectives, foralng an
organisation known as the Communist Advenca
Movement, Fforaing youth elubs to promots
unrest', and distributlng unlawful
literaturse,

Chargea related to r-:ruiflnu people
for milltery training were withdrawn against
the accused,

Sentance ie dus to be passed on both
sccused at the end of Septessber, _
(Pietersburg deglonal Court, 01.09,80),

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT TAIALS.

Ien Feekell Mrijima (30).

Charger The accused, a journalism student

at ARhodes University, pleaded guilty to two
charges under the Internal Security and
Unlawful Organisations Acts. In a statement
handed in to court, Mfijisa said that he had

received several pemphlets, books and a tape

from the ANC in Lesotho: He had shown
ihlii to varlous people. He was not .ﬁ ANC
membery; although he had ;ult to know something
about thelir courier syatem used to get
material into South Africa,

Verdict: Guilty om both counts,

Sentgnca: B years, of whieh 3 years were
conditionally suspended for 5 yearcs.

An appeal against sentence has been noted,
and a bail application was brought by tha
accused. This was refused by the presiding
magietrate on the basie that the ANC might
asslst Afijime to flee South Africa,

‘Port Elizabeth Hegional Court, 11.09,80),

APPEAL PROCEED INGS.

James Daniel Mange (24),

FMange was sentenced to death for tresson

on Novembar 15, 1979, by Justice Hefer
sitting in the Fletermaritzburg Supreme
Court (see WIP 10 and 11 for details of the

‘trial proceedings), It was foond that he

had preparsd an attack on a police station
and local magiestrate at Whittlessa, near
busenstown, and had led the group intending
to undertake the attack. Unly his srrest for
a traffie offence, sccording to the trial
Judge; prevented the attack taklng plaoe,

An appeal againat the doath sentence was

‘argued. Counsel for Mange accepted the trial

Judga's findings that he had undergons
military training, but disputed certain other
findings. These ware all basad on thae
evidence of one accomplice witneas, whose
evidence was not uhlillngld because; at
that stage of the proceedings, the accused
had ghosen not to be defended, and refused
to participates in the trisl,

It was also submitted, on behalf of




Mange, that the trial judge's perceptions
of hism had besn clouded by ths atsosphsrs
af the trial, whers the sccused refusad to
participate; were contsmptucus of ocourt
proceedings, seng and disrupted the hearings,
In the judgemsnt handed down, the Chiesf
Justios uphald the appeal sgainat tha death
sentence, and substituted a sentence of 20
ysars imsprisonment, Chisf Justice Rumpff
said that whils South African courts had
thusfar bssn lesnient towards offences of
trsason, a complets changs of attitude
would be neither surprising nor unjustified,
At prasant South Afrcica was balng aubjsct
to "blatent terror®, said the judge,

I use the word "terrorisa' to describe )
viclent attecks on, inter alia, completealy
innocent persons = more often than not
comaitted by people from the Republic

who have undergons military training

in foreign countriess,;

Trained terrorists seek....to kill

innocent pesopls in order to averthrow

the State, This is terrorism in sny
language®™ .

(Appeal Court; Blesmfontein, 11,09.80),

Jereaiah Kgokong Ha Jatladi (23), Thami
Garald fkhwanazi (38), Ronald Ephraim
Hamoepd (18), Lebogang Christy iokone (18),
Patrue Karel Sensbe (22), andrew Moeti
Phala (18), Deacon Sikibelas Maths (22),
Cornalius Mpheti Lesuw (18), and »

16=ysar old youth,

As reported in MIP 12, ppd1=43, the
sccused were convicted under the Terrorism
Act and ssntasnced to 7 ysarcs imprlsonmant
{Majatladi -ml.ﬂl_:_hum:i]l. and § ysars
(the other 7 sccused), The trial magistrate
Found that Majatladl and Mkwanazi had
conspired h.lnl..t othars to lsava tha
) country for military training, while the
other sccused wers found Iullltr of sithar

recrulting,; or hlln-n recrulted, for ANC
military training.
The sppellants have submittsd that

tha sole and only intsrsst of Mkwanazi
in the other ssn scoused with his was
to writs a story about thea in Poat
newspapeT and also to Turthar his caresr
as s Journalist.
Achwanazi also nhlﬁ that it was not hias
intention to sessist othare ta lsave the
country for military tralning,
As far as ths other scoused ars concerned,
the appellants have argued that
The court should have fTound that the
version of the scocused that thay wanted
thair photographs taken so that thess
could be publiciesd In the newspapars
in the svent of their being detained
was reasonable and possibly true,
The state has argusd that the photographs wers
taken so that they could be published sfter
the men had left ths countey for ll.l:ltlltr.
training,
Judgement has besn ressrved,
{Pretoris Suprese Court),

2 youths,
On April 6, 1978, a group of youths aned
betwesn 14 and 16 were found guilty of
Sabotage in the Fort Elizebeth ‘imglonal
Court, and sentenced to 5 ysars impriscnment
sach, . (Thess ares presusably some of the
childean Pik Botha deniss ars serving
sentences on Robben Island), They sppealed
against conviction to the Eastern Cape
Suprems Court,; but this was turned down,
2 of ths youths Turthar apresalsd to the
Appallats Division in Blosmfontsin, and in
Ssptesber 1980 the appeal was upheld, and
ssntsnce set aside, )
It was found that the trial saglstrate
had acted irrsgularly by refusing to sccept

a ples ‘of not guilty by the sccused's legal
advisor, snd then directly questioning the
sccused at langth, thersby obtaining
cartain adadssions highly presjudiciasl to
tha acoussd, '
(Appallate Division of the Supreme Court,
Blossfontain, 11.09,80).

LABOUR

ACTION

ILlerelenn dorkoho the i (Ce—Rankuwe )
Sen WIP 13, pane 32, YIP 14, page 50 For
enrlier avents nt the workshop, 41 of the 300

wnrkore who had sarlisr lost thelr jobs were
refused rolnatatement and padd "back pay"

pannlng From 121 to R2E = this Tor workers who

Il e atk lteceleng Tor up to 27 yeara,

iUnn wnrker snld that Itl‘l."lli-l'lﬂ atill
Fedl wmder bSeuth Africen sutbority and that
the aupposecd lophuthaTgwana authority and
responsibillty was baing used as & "shiald’
by Lhe manaqgessnt and the Transvaal Society
For thn Nlind (esec Star, 11.09.80).

frametex (New E‘.-mlnr,'lf; See WIP 13, page 35,
¥iP 14, page 53 for reports. .

‘Fears of g-lnlrniirp-u further industrisl
unrest' ware said to behind the reconsidesration
by Natal Attorney-Ceneral Rees of charges
against 298 Frametex workers (Star, 05.09.80).

The charges ond summonses were under the




Elsck Labour Relstlons Act, snd relstsd to
strikds by sbout & 000 workers st Freme group
factories during May of this year. .

Workers could pay sdmission of gullt Finas
of R30 by end September, or sppear in court on
October 1. The Federstion of SA Trade Unlons
(FOSATU) said thet workers hsd been sdvised
not to pay Fines,; and that ths summonsess had
not besn individually served but simply left
at the factory in one batch,

Sity Qeep Abattolr (Johennesburg)s hest

inspectors refussd to sccept an increase in
thes slsughtsrline speed from 10 to 11
carcesses per ainute., They welked off the
job twice, tha first tise on WUesdnesday,
Auguat 27.

Oen Kruger, cheirpersnn of the Abettolr
Corporetion, said that the 1nlnléturl were
baing unfalir in thet the line was desiqgned
for 12 carcasses per minute and had been
running at 10 psr minuts,

Slsughterers worked through the night on
Thursdey te cateh up on the backleg of 1 500
ahasp, ’

Border Boxss (East London): Post reported
{11.09,80) that the entire labour force at this
factory refused to work after the chalrperson
of their workera' committes had besen fired.
‘They sald that the foreman had thraatensd
to fire all comaittes members who wers also
“members of the South African Allisd Workers'
Union (SAAWU).
About half of tha lsbour force of G4
ware resmployed on Thursday, Septembar 11
{rDA, 'II-IH.-BII,'II.

Hajolica Pottery (nesr Aoodepoort): Workers

want on strike briefly sfter a fellow worker
in the despatch department was flred -
sllegedly for being sway }rn- wotrk bacauss of
illomes.

The worker Involved, lvy Masigo, said that
she had produced a doctor's cartificate,

Tha ascretary of the Bullding, Construction
and Allied Workers' Union, Fresnk Mohlales, the
union representing the workecs at hajolicas,
said that the strike hed rapidly spread to
other departments (Post, 17.09.80).

Batsysnagere Transport (Hebopane Depot)s
Grisvances over ths pension scheme led to &
strike at tha Ffirm during tha week ending
Friday, Septambar 12.

D Vil joen, gensral mensger of Dophuths=
Tawana Transport Holdings, sald that thers had
been no "orgenised strike, bLdt adaltbed
dissatisfection over pensions and that some
sarvices could have been affected. '

Also ses Tefersnces in WIP 8, and WIP 11,
pages 29=30, to this transport company and
lsbour dissatisfaction.

fmalgsmated Packsging Industriss (Industris,

Transveal): Twenty-five workers, transferred
two weeks sarlier from Fuches (Alberton) to the
APl plent, refused to work on Friday,
Ruguat 29,

Their complaints related to transporkt
snd accommodation problems caused by the
It meant that the shifts bthay
worked inconvenienced them with regard to
transport arrangements - the firm's sungested
solution was to houss the workers in a hosktmel
at R20 per month, unﬁ refused to provide them

tranafer.

with transport.
All 25 workers were pald off.

Aond Osily fail (Johannesburg):

I Mpymslsnge Bus Company (Hesmsrsdsle, Nstal)s

Scant inforsation indicetes thet bus drivers
at & bus company opetating a ssrvica beatusan
Hpumalangs township snd Cato Ridge and
Pinstown went on strike ower the dismissal of
s fellow worker (Dally Wews, 22.08.80).

A "go=slow®
by sditorisl staff on this newspaper was
reported in the Natel Hercury (06.00,80).

This action was tsken 1n-p:gfl:t ak
breakdowns in the elctronic editing
rysipmant, snd toock the form of one=hour
stoppages after svery breakdown.

Hews service to the WNatal Mercucy snd
the Ceps Times (both morning papers) was also
affacted,

Public Prosecytorsy (Johannesburg megisterisl

diatrict): A mass resignatlion by 30 prosscutors

(ell white) wes reported in late August = said

to have been in protest st low salaries and the

high snd rising cost of living in Johasnnesburg.
This seems to be in line with the

dissatiafection among professionalas at the

erosion of the value of their salaries,

pointed to in glh 13, pages 32-34 (for

example, among teschers, nurses, journalists).
The resignation and previous shortages of

prosecutors has weant that cerbein cases have

hoad to be postponed, that steff have been

trangferrad, and that sowe courts have

had to be btempororily closed (For sxemple,

in Sowetu and Orlando). (See, for example,

vunday Express, 24,07,.00f ROM, 25.08.80).

Collondale Canncry (Esst London): Still
community and workplace 'unrest' contlnuos

in the Esstern Cope. 5Schools and Factories




are two of the most importent arenas for the
struggles at preasent,

On Wednesday, August 27; the entire
workforce at Collondale Cannery was fired.
This ssssult by management lnlln-uﬂl e brief
stoppege in demend of the relnstetement of
"retrenched' fellow workers.

Six (later changed to five) members of
the workforce at the l:'.lﬂl'llll']l' had been
“‘ratrenched* ‘I':ncnu-u_ work ... was slack'.
Howaver; one of tha six was the chalrcpacson
of & workers' committee elected as & result
af ﬂl‘gﬂ_‘lllil‘lﬂ activity by the Africen Food
and Canning Workers' Union (AFCWU), an
unregistered union that had asked lor
company recognition,

Mahegement demanded to deal only through
the lisison committes when workers saked for
an axplnanation For tha "retrenchments',
'u“-n." wars ordersd ko leave company premlses.

When workers gathered at the factory tha
next day (28.08.80) they were met by thres
officials from the Oepartment of Manpower
Utilisation who said that they wers there
to resolve the strike. This was rejected by
the workers who demanded to negotiate
directly with management,

Securlty police ordered workers to
disperse, Fanagement issued e desdline for
return of Fridey, Auguat 29, to the workesrs.

Tha AFCWU mat with sanagsment on rH.ﬂl']_f,
but the latter were adamant that negotiations
could only follow a return to work, that these
would taks plsce through the lisison committes,
and that the *retrenched' workers would not
ba relnstated.

Workers were fired and told that they
could reapply on Fonday, September 8, For Jobas.
Howaver, worksrs did not sccept their pay, said

[y

tha AFCuuU.
A week later (September 5) workers from

Collondale; and also from Ray-Lite Jatteries
and Hakional Converter Inudustriss ‘{“- WIp

14), decided ko return to work only when
thelir repressntotivo uwniona had bewen
recognised and workers' committecs sccepted.
The unions involvaed in these demands from

2 00U workers are the AFCWU and the SAAWU.

However, 'll;ﬂlql-lnt Ffrom the thres
plants ssid thst replatements hed been teken
on from the unnp_lnrid in the Esstarn Capwm.

On Honday, Septembec 8, somm workers
returned. Modger Hl_nl]r. managing director
of Collondale said that as many as 130 hod
retarned, while snother 150 were employed
from workssokers who had not besen at the Flrme
before, The AFCWU denied this and sald in a
statement on 16.09,.00 that 907 of workers were
still out, that normal production had not
resumad, and that the compeny was spprosching
individual workers te return while slso
attempting to recruit labour tenants with the
sssistance of Farmers.

The sacked worksrs have called on othar
canneTy workers to refuss to handle unprocesassd
pinesapples from Collondale,; and Tor the
comsunity to boycott Collondels products.,

Five members of the S5AAWU (including the
acting secretary, Thozamile Ggweta) are Tacing
charges under the Riotous Asssabliss Act,
whils BP Norushe is in detention,.

We would like somes of our resdecs in
the Eastern Caps to send uas articlea and
information on r-étnn and community struggles.

Zehapnegburg Municipal Workers: This strike

was alsoc coversd in HIP 14,
Fnu:l‘_l:ﬂ;lm.ll-l.ﬂ membara of tha Black

hunicipal workers' Union (BhMUU) were detained
after the satrike. Joseph Mavi, charged under
tha "*Sabotane Act' (minimum sentence 5 years,
meximum sentence desth) has been relessed

an H5N0 beil. The cese has besn postponead to
September 29, Kavl hes beon dismissed by

the Johonnosbury Hunicipality and is out of
work, wWwhile he wes in detention his wife,
_Ruth, received s donstion of R100 from the
iutco bus d_riuur.- in an oxpreasion of
solidarity.

Philip ilsmini (general secretsry of the
BHWU), charped under the same Act, has beson
relessed on ball of A1 DOU. His caso will

‘slso remmes on Saptember 29,

Gatzby Mazwl, l:l'lll‘n-ll.l.ﬂ'lﬂll tha same Act,
has been releoased on beil of R3O0, while Hope
FamoUolo was releascd from nuitnd’.r on Augusk
2% with no charges laid. _

Uf the 1 U0D0 workers bused back to the
hhlﬂhﬂtml, both Giazenkuly and Vends "gowvern—

* menta' confirm that thay have had no contaoct
) with thea,

The men have not reported to
maglatrate's courts within the areas; o8
required to do by law.

‘Meanwhile dumpad workers have stascted
arriving back in Johsnnesburg, complaining
of starvation asnd the sxtress scarcity of jobs
in the bantustans, particulerly in the ’
Transkel, Hy Septembar 3, 300 psopls wers
known. to be back. The returning workers are
being helped to surviwe through s Fund
administersd by the BMWU. The Roman Catholic
Church greatly boosted the fund by éontributing
RS 000. Strikers kesn to return to work
with the Municipality are sncountering
conaldarabls obstacles and resistance, Only
8 FTew workers have bssn reinstated. Tha
WAAE has asked Venda and Gazankulu to
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provide alternative workers.
Meanwhile the BAWU'as rival, the Union of
Johannesburg Municipal Workers, hes come out

in. favour of the ltrlhingliﬂ:klrl, and called
for the relnstatement of all of them. HRevl
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Interview:
'a miner
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has not been impressed. He has made a scething
attack on what he sses a8’ 'cashing in on the ’
plight of tha workers' and saks, 'Whare wers
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*The mine is = grave rnnn.uhizh
a men will not return®,
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they when people Bsked for wags incresses?'
(Star; 09.09.80). Probably besing registered.
The BAUU is receiving new members daily.
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The substantiasl g:tt of this article i
devoted to the single sxperisnce of a hlack
migrant worker, Mtati, from the Transkei who
took his first job on a gold mine at ths ags
of 18, Mtati clearly describes ths hardship
which is inwolved in a days work on the gold
mineas Working om the mines has slways been
an unpopular Job smong black worksre, This )
is largely due td the low wages, long working
hours; the sxtrsssly dangercus working
conditions and the bed living sonditions,

Workars today as wsll -aw in ths past have

fought against such sconditions of sxploitation,
This resistance has inwvolved mass dessrtion,
refusal to be recrulted; as well as trade union .
and strike action, Even though working on the
mines i» olesarly unpopular; many worksrs have
at ons tims or anothar worksed on mines,; This

is becauss in the past there have usually besn
mining jobs svailable, while other bettar jJjobas
have been Yscarce’,

Initially the sigrant labour system assisted
mining ocapitalists to foros peopls inte
warking on the gold mines, The structurss

of sontrol initially dewsloped by the mining
industry wars latsr changed and sxtsndsd
inte s wider systes of control = a centesl
featurs of which is s sophisticated labour
allopation network, Through this network,

. labour from the bantustans is channelled
inte the most undesirable Job wectors. The
more Tavourable higher paying Jobs (eg’
clerical and factory work) have besn largesly
reasrved for thoss workers who have
urban rights,
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Juzner Brothers (Esatern Cape): All 27

workers stopped work after the dismissal of
the chalrperson of thelr workera' committes.
No fucther information svallable to
the sditors,
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. Jsble Bay Cold stnr!ﬁl (Cape Town):

We reprint, bslow, a letter in conhection
with ths meat strike (from RODM, 27.08.80)
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. Dus to resistance from South African workers
.against woerking on the mines, the bulk of
mins labour was at one stage recrulted from
outside of South Afriea, Mining smployment
was gensrally ssan as ona of tha last resorts
beferas starvation. Howsver the sonditisns in
~ oountries surrounding South Africs wers such
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that workers from thoss countries were
forced to accept mining contracts. In 1974,
75% of the mines"' labour Torce came From
outaldes of South Africa,

By 1976 the pattern was changing dramatically.
Malawian lebour had been withdrawn after tha
1975 air disaster; and the Mozambique

border had been temporarily closed for
racruliting purposes,

Tha Malawlian air disaster and the border
closure forced the mining Lnduatry to calsa
its wages in order to attract labour (this
was cushioned for thes by thes risa in tha
price of gold), At the sama time the
unsmploymant situation in South Africa was
reaching such proportions that, togethar
with the tightening up of the labour control
system, South African workers from the
bantustan areas wers being forced to accept
Joba on the minea which they would never
have accepted im the past.

Whiles in certaln bantustan areas workers havae
managed to resist mining jobe almost
completely, the Transkei has traditionally
besn a major internal recruiting arsa for

tha minos,

From the baginning of the mining induatry,
a situation of dependency on mining
amployment was created in the Trenskei,
This was done through a network of traders
who used methods such as cattles advances,
bribary and misresprasentation to induce
Tranakeians to work on the minea. This
histarical dependence was maintained by the
extension of the mine recruliting networks
and the development of a rigorous aystam
of labour control,

At the time of the labour criels on the mines,
people in the Transkei were being especially
hard=hit by the despesning unemployment and

the tightening up of labour control mechanisms,
At the same time the mines went on & massive
recruiting drive throughout the rest of the
country, incorporating new areas into their
natwork,

The resistance by local workers to mining
Jjobe was being broken down, By 1978, 55&%
of the mined' labour force was belng
recrulted within South Africa,

The situation now in the Transkei and in
other bantustan areas is wvery diffesrent

to that of 1975, Desperate workseskers

ars being turned away from mine recruiting
centres in thelr huhdrede.

MY NAME is FAtati, I am now 41, I came Trom
Quesnatown. I can tell you about tha time
that I worked on the mines. I went to the
mines becauss I wanted to ses them, Miners
always have money. Tha monay is too small
in Queanatown,s It was In 1957 when I jolned
at Mzilikazi. I was eighteen and I had
standacd slx,

I was Tirat at Ventarspoort whare I
worked for thres years, Then 1 was at West

,Deiefontein where I did two joins From 1961

ta 1976, Hothing changad to make things
better while I was there but I hear they are
paylng more nows

At WNLA (the recruiting organisation)
when we joined we had medical examination,
injections and f—ruf and our passss stamped,
At the mine we started at a school for

' tasting whers thay show you drillimg and how

to shovel, Than there was ancother aschool
down tha mine where wa learned again for
ten days.

They test you there to see who can be
baas boys You take things like buttons with
GZ or CZ, GC, MGy and then put them In the
right glass, And other tests like that, I
did well in the tests, I was a baas boy on
all three joins,

The worat thing about the mines is that
it is heavy works ALl the Joba are hard work,

Wa must wake up very sarly, We msuat bs
at the Face to start work at Tams If you
want breakfast you must get up at 3Jam, If
vou geat there late they say = no more, it
is Finished, For breakfast we get laslidudu,
bread and coffes, You have to ba thare
parly to get 1it,

The compound is closs to the bank, We
walk theres, There ara so many psaple to be

a
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taken downs; Thousands: We walt and thay
take us down about Sam, There are two 1lift
cagass One goss up while one comes down,
They take 20 upstairs snd 20 downstalrs, If
you gao down 20 stations it takes half an hour,.
I do not know how many Test deep 1t_1l. Oon
the way we must stop and get into anothar
1ift cage which goss down again, )

Feom ths station it is Far to tha Tace
whare we work, It is an hours walk from
station to face, We must be thers by Tam to
start; Thea whites come down last and do not
have to walt at the bank,

We work in a Sections: We alwaye work
at ths same face, There are maybe Five or
six Sectionas on a atatien,; There are maybe
30 or 50 workers on & Section, One chief and
threa white bosses, YWe are four baas boys,
There are sight drill boys with aight
spanner boys. Then maybs sighty sahovellars.
Then thers are six tram boys. One of them
can push the trams tﬁ-t we Till, There are
also twenty timber boyas,

When we get to the face 1t is my job
to spray watsr to settle the dust, Work

must start with shovelling from last night's
blasting, We must clear the way so the

drillars can start, We do not spray anymora,.
There are water sprays on thl drille, Wa
drink the water for the drills becauss it
is an hours.walk to the station for water,
The water ils bad,; We also have no toilets,
We just do it there.

1t is hard work, It is wvery hot and you
sweat so much, We are all wet with sweat, We
work in trousers, boots and helmets, Sometimes
people just fall down whers we're working.
I1t's just too hot,

The drill boys hold their drills against
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the rock,; They must drill six or eight fest
s that the dynamite Lls desp, It takes them
half an hour, They drill twenty, thirty
holes in one shift, That rock is hard,

The shovellesrs must then showvel the
rock to whare the tram lines begin,; Sometimes
this is far. The passages ares too narrow,
Thay shoval the rock from one man to the
naxt in a line, from one spade to thes naxt,
Maybe the line is long, Two, three, four
hundred yarde. We work inm the dack, Just with
a halmet light and battery on your belt, You
can ses the gold in the rock in the light.

The shovellers Till the trams which the
trammara then push back to the statlion. Tha
rock gets taken up in big pipes.

We have no tea time, No food. No rest
time, we must work right through, We stop
work at 4pm. Before we stop we must put the
dynamite charged In the holes we have
drilled, The whites do that, We then walk
back to the station. and they blast the face,.
Nine hours work,

The whites get boosted first, We get
out at about half past five or six, You
get cold waiting to be taken up. There are
ventilation pipes as big as a man, They make
winds blow down the tunnals, It ia not at
the station like it ims at ths face. You
cannot take down a jersey. There ia nowharas
to put 1t If you kept it with yvou 1t would

get wet with sweat,
Back at the compound we have dinnec,

It is pap and stew, It is the same avery
night, de get 1t twice on Sundays,; The pap
" is cooked in big pots = they use = spads to
atir it with, It 1s dirty Tood. It has no
taste, Theay do not pesl the potatos, the
carrots or the onionss They put the leaves
of the carrots in. For meat in the stew we

get amathumbo (offal) and intloke yiinkomo
(cows head). They cook the meat and
Hig;tlhlll in one pot until it is soft,
Twice & week we get brisket to grill on the
stove in the compound, There is no milk, no
fresh fruit. You msustn't spend your money

on Tood orf you will have no monay.
When I started on the mines in 1957

1 got 30c & shift, In 1965 I got RE,75 &
month, They give you R2,00 per month and you
get the rest at the end of the contract, When
we get our pay at the and of the santh
wa get welghad and we get an injection: You
have to have the injection, Jhen you ask tham
what it is for they do not tell you = they
Just say it is for strength, '

After eating you go to sleep. We do
not work on Sundays, Th-n we nnl? wake up at
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Tams We get lunch and suppars The sames atew,
Ws spend tha day slesping or washing or we go
te the besrhall in the compound, Maybe we go
outy Scme men slesp out and just come in for
work,

We only get public holidays, Easter,
Republic Day, New Year's Day, Christmas Day,
We get no holidays, You muat finish that Joln
firat, We get no sick leave, You must work
or be in bed. There is a hospital, Someone who

is 111 or not strong enough gets surface

work. Somatimes you get tired. You fasl likes
you cannot go to work, But you must not feel
sick and lonely you must juat Finish that
Join. One day I did not go to works I was

found guilty and they gave me twenty days in
Jail. The mine magistrate sentenced me, I had

to spend tuinty d-rl ihuuilling cu.l and I got
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'EI'JIIIHJUHD AT CROWN MIHEH- WHCHETE SLEEPING BUNKS I-IAD HEEH IN‘ UsSE THE
YEAR BEFORE AND ARE THE NORM IN ALL OLDER COMPOUNDS. CROWN MINES
COMPOUND WAS DEMOLISHED IN 1980. (PHOTO: LES LAWSON).




no pays Thui only happaned once,

People get sicks Some people get boils
all over them,; The mines are dangetous Many
; people die from acecldents, The roof can Fall,
Host dies from exploslons in the walls whan
smokea comes out and kills them, Thare are
 Injuklies from the drille, froam flying stoneas
or thay cut off fingers, toess or whole arme.

The mires pay whan a =slner wust bae
‘buried. But they do not wait for the family
for the burisls IFf the family desands the
body they cannot get 1t;

There 1s & lot of smoke from englines
and diesel drille, One ventilatlon plpe
~ pushes clean air in and the other takea
dirty alr out, But the pipes are far from the
face. I know two men who had pthisis, One
was & shoveller and the other a driller. Ye
had X=fay svary six montha, Then they were
told that thay had pthisis, Thay ware taken
aways 1 do not know what happenad, They
went to hoapitel first,

The compounds where we live house twenty,
forty elght or thirty tuwo men, There 1s a
stove and there are cement double bunks, de
elesp on mats on the cement, Matresses are
not allowed, only pillows, You must bring
your own blanket. There ls no cupboard
Just a rack to put all your things on. Like
in a train. They only wash and sweep the
gompound once & months Thece are lote of
fleas and bed bugs,; There are water Flush
tolleta,

That is what my time on the mines was
likes I worked thers for nine yiir: and
things never changed, I finished in 1976,
You are a man when you come back Ffrom the
miness I am not working nows 1 am looking
for work,
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communities and transport

This section is included wnder our gensral
feature on Labour Action as wa believe that
the issue of mass transport ls basicelly

an lssue that affects the working class most
directly and dramatically. This wmeans that
the working pgﬁpla of South Afrlieca and their
orgenisations, or sympathetic u:qnni;*tiun:,
should attempt tn,nr;u-nt gconflict ower
transport inadeguacies or costs being uild
by other classes and groups for their own
.personal interests.

liany examples could be found where
individuels or orgeanisations have usad
community anger to advance themaslves
politically or-finencially. This has to
be guarded agaimst. Sea the WIP editoriasls
in numbers 12 and 13, and the artlicles on
rents; trensport end educetion in this
and earlier issues.

Previously, in WIP 10, we had provided
information gn the iETE bus boyecoktts Iin Matael,
In WIP 13 we printed two contributions on
bus boycotts,; while the discussion on avents
in thea Western Cepe elso took up this issus.

Below we supply some limited informsstion
on saveral attesmpts to increase fares and
resistance shown to this and the inadeguate
garvices provided by many companies.

It is imtended to analyse the Putco
ipnlinatlnn for increases in fares in the
Johannesburg area, and subseguent svenkts,
in a future edition of WIP. Articles on this
issue and inforsation that we could use,
should plesse be sent to the editors.

Johannesburg: The bus feres on all white,
coloured and indian buses rose by 10 from
September 1. These bwses are run by the City
Council: A asimilsr increase is expected for
africen buses by October 1, stated the
reporct.

The department's general menager stated

-that thase ware the Firet increases in two

yeara, and that the service would still rum
at a Hiﬂ.E—illliun loas = & loss that is
made up by ratapayers.

Geazenkuluy Powers concerning road transport
within Gazankulu were tranaferred From the
central to-the locel government on July 1.
From thet date road cerriers in Gazankulu
lost all rights to eppeal to the Wetional
Trensport Commission. All complaints and
enguiries were to go to the Gazankulu Road
Tranaportation Board.

This sppears to be the case In most of
the bantustans, and serves to partially
deflect another conflict point onte the
regional suthorities,.

Lukoto Bus Service {(Vendal)l: 28 studenks

started boycotting the Lukoto Bus Service

on April 28 and were still hiking to and From

school on May 13 (Post, 13.05,80) in protest

ogainet raised bus fares and poor tinntibl-u.
The buses charge R5,;00 per month For a

10 km route,. A rival company charged the

game for six months an the same route.

A petitioen has been honded to tha

Venda Transportation Hoerd for consideration,
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Atteridgeville und Spulsville Taxi Owners®

Associstiong ASTOA incressed its fares by

10c on ssch Tare from Mey O, The rival
orgenisation, the Ssulsville end Atteridgevills
Taxi Clut (s commutars orgsnisstion?) called
on realdents not to pay the incresss.

The president of ASTOA claimed to know
nothing of the increase. Stickers announcing
the rise cerried the signsture of the
sscretary of . ASTOA.

Lanasiat Two buses from Lenesis to the
Johannesburg city broke down on September 17.
Irats commutera phonsd the Star newspaper
seying that this wes # cCommON OCCUrTEncE.
workers expected st work by 0ThOD only
arrived that morning at 08h30., They complain
that thair bossss don't balisve tham sbout
tha busess, and dock their pasy.

There wers threats to burn the buses
out of snger and protest. A call was made
for s train service to sssist commuters and
to break the hold of the monopolistic bus
sarvics,

Phosnixs Phosnix residents celled for major
improvessnta to their bus service (Dally News,
22.07,80). They-maintain that thers are not
shough buses savailsbles st peak hours,
Jeopardising the Joba of workerd who
continually arrive late.
8y 22.08.80 the Phoenix WYorking Committes

had stepped in to devise protest asction to
improve the trsnsport Fecilitiss in Phoenix.
They lisised with ths Phosnix Bus Owners
Committes for changes.

* Follow=up meetings have besn planned.

In Novembar and December, 1979, somes
of ths bus boycotts in Natal wers still going

‘sald to be talling offF.

on, esepcially those on the South Cosst.
Action was, however, still being taken
agoinat "pirate taxis' (a term that probably
includes sympathisers giving lifts-to
boycotters); ond in Docember the boycott was
The buses of the
KwaZulu Transpoct Company's Trans=Umzimkulu
Transport service were said to be 757
ukEilised. '

In'sarly 1900 it wes ssid that B850
of workers in tha Port Shepstons acee were
using buses, and that the rest had bought
bicycles or wers taking taxis (see Tresne=
valer, 13.02.80). .

The KwaZulu Tresnsport Company is owne
Jolntly by ths KwsZulu Development Corporatlion

(the XOC) snd the Corporation for Cconomic
Development (CED). The ten directors (of
whom five are sfricens) sre sppointsd by the
CED, KDC snd ths Kwalulu Leglslstive Assesbly
(KLR).

At ths snd of January, 1980, six meh
were found guilty en counts under the
Riotous Asssmblies Act, The charges had
relasted to attempts to enforce the bus
boycott in the Maritzburg arss. They were
sll sentenced to R6D or 60 deys on ths first
count, five wers sentesnced to R100 or S0 days
on s sscond count (thesse relsats to gathering
unlawfully and failure to disperss). One of
the scoussd was sentenced to ASD or 60 days
for intimidetion of commutecs.

In June the Ezakheni Bus Transport
Company (alsc ownsd by the KTC) was in the
news when two men wers arrested in connectlon
with the sale of feke bus tickets in
Ladysmith,

Yembezis Workers started the long (29 km

*Esteourt on Honday, July 28,

return) walk botween this township and tha
industrisl arss and homes and gardens of
Thig were
boycotting the Kenysni Bus Company because of
a 205 Tare incr-ase that came into effect on
thet doy (from 25c to 32c for @ single fure}.
Compeny director, ME Csbekulu, sald that
the boycott was 'unnecessary' ass the fere
fincresss only spplied Lo casual ticketa, while

"sasson tickets remained st tho seme price,

‘thanks to l.llulhllllj' hs received from the state.
" The stats stepped in with the useal
tactics = cers and "pirete toxia' wers stopped
on the road between Wesbezi and Estcourt, end

“smploysrs trensporting workers wers turned

back by ufficiels said to be from the Natal
Transportation Board. RAiot squad police
were brought in From Ladysmith. Five women
wore srrested on tho Tirst day.

On Thursday, July 31, Cebskulu lsft for
illundi to discuss the boycott with Interior
Hinistar iidlaloss., Cebeskulu revesled,

perhaps with soms bittarnsas as his was the
only cowpany In thes district lnvolued in the
boycott, that pamphlats had bssn distributed
the previous wesk calling for & boycott, end
snother pemphlet had praised the boycotters
for their unifisd stand.

All busss balonging to Kanyani,; sxcept
for one running empty, had been withdrawn,

On Sunday,; Auguat 3, s messting attended
by more then 1 500 resldents was held in
wembezi. The msesting resclved to continue
the hﬁr:utt,-dlnldnﬂ to send & dlll{jtinn to
Ulundi, snd to ssk Mdlaloss to ask tha
Road Transportation BSoard (RTE) to stop
harsssing privete cers transporting boycotters.

KwaZulu RMinisters wers able to bs cathear
smug about this issus as the Ksnyanl Bus




@ Company piﬂhlhlr does not belong to the KTC,
snd were sble to say that ths boycott was &
locsl issus and did not concern the KLA,

The Estesurt Chambar of Commerce called
s meating of Yembezl council representatives,
RTE, police, Justice Uspartment, commutsrs end
business = "very little was schisved'. Mayor
of Estcourt, Hoger Remseyer (also Estcourt
Chambesr of Commsrce vice chairperson), sald
that they had '"learned a lot' « 'but all we
can do is ssk oul members to explein in detail
to thair staff the Lnevitability of price
rises' (!) (Watal witness, 07.08,50).
' Tha latest news WIP has available
relates to & mesting held in wWembezi (on the
waskend of Auguast 23=4), once more sttended
by more than 1 500 psoplas. The mesting said
that the boycott would continue until a new
bus company wes cperating in the area.

finger was expressed at & RT3 decision
not to grant Further Eransport permits in
‘the area while Zanyani Bus Cospany still
hald a licence, M Cebskulu "was no longer
wanted by the community, even if he reducad
fares, becauss he had Faliled to meet residents
tu discuss the issus' (Matsl Fercury,
26.08,80). KLA members sttended the
maeting.

ouring the same weekeond one of the
#anyanl buses csught fire at a bus rank.

th-Ezakheni: Fares were reported to

be incressing from July 28; on the sa=me routes
a8 those on which .the 1979 boycotts startad.
The increases were said to be much lower
though (up from RZ,10 to A2,25 for e Tive-day
return ticket, as compared to the attempted
increase in 1979 from R2,10 to
R2,80). '

The lowsr increass was possible because

Pege from City Tramways propaganda material,
referred to in next column,

of a "subatantisl' subsidy from the Department
of Transport to the KTC-ownad Ezakheni
Tranaport Company.

As in the Wembezi case casual tickets are
not subsidised and would, tharsfore,; rise
Prom 4Sc to S5c (single ticket from Ezaskheni
to Ladysmith).

The Ladysmith Chamber of Cosmédrce sald
that subsidies could only be short-tsrms
solutions,

quuilltiun- for fare 1n:tl|;|i=1h the
Mewcestle and Veyheid districts in Northern
Matal wers slso ssid to be in progress at the
time of the report (Natal Witnmas, ja.nT.Bﬂ}¢

Cape Town: [In WIP 13 (July) this hus boycott
wias discussed. Now, in Soptembar, the boycott
is still in oparstion:

The owners, Clty Tramweys; -had spent a
reported A25 000 by mid=July in propa;enda.
At this time it was reported that ths boycott
wes still 1005 effective from Crossroads,
Guguletu snd Langas, while sbout 50% of paaple

‘from other arees wers still boycotting (Sundey

Times, 13,07.80). -

Police baton charged workaera who hed
been bosrding 'pirste texis' = this happened
lste in July. Strong sction was being taken
to force 'pirste texis' off the road in an
attempt to break the boycott. Reports spoke
of arrests of drivers of vehicles, demasge to
their vehicles end even confiscation of

‘. cars and lorries, but also of continued

solidarity and deflance by the communities
involved.

Tha steate was somewhat embaresssed when
news lesked out of the "anonymous' pamphlet-
eering sction by a secret comamittee estsblished
by the cabinet to bresk the boycott. Cape
Times sditor, Tony Heard, was viaited by the
sscurity police in connection with the
intended publication of minutes of this
committes.

The committes consisted of representatives
of the Depertments of Co-operation and
Development, Indisn Affairs snd Coloured
Affairs, the security police, end the army,.

It issued pamphlets snonymously, such as the
one purporting to be from taxi owners and
calling fer an end to the boycott.

foreign Affairs KHinieter, Pik Bothas,
issusd & statement saying in part:

The committes in guestion wes established
by the Cebinet snd the Cabinet )
instructed it to plan and implement
sctions designed to combat the unrest
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and violence which was buiflding up,
inter alis, =8 & result of the schools
boycott sarlier this year...

The committes initiasted verious peaceful
actions that contributed to the
pravention of violence end the

avoldence of loss of life. The committes
alasp distributed factual inforsatlion to
refuts the lies and dyception spresd on

& large scale by subversive slsments.

In soms cases anonymous pamphlets wers
prapared and disseminated by the

committees because the committes considered
this to be the most effective way to
counter unrest and subversive plans and
of helping to maintein order. Tha
pamphlets reflected the opinions and
attitudes of a considersble proportion

of the general public.

The Government wishes to state
categorically that it will not hesitate
to maintein law and order with all the
powsr at its disposal (Sundey Tribuna,
03.08.80).

Botha later said that he would "do it again,
if necessary'. .

On August 11 violence broke out again
after police hed once more acted against
‘pirate taxis' and their passengers., People
died in the vented anger of the communities.

Johan ﬂlrniré; managing director of
City Tramways, admitted a few days later thet
Tremways inspectors ware reporting 'pirate
taxis' to the suthorities. A community

lesder said:

This action bf the police and the Rosd
Transportation Hoard officials has simply
made poople sngrier and more united
beceuse they can ses that the Sovernment
is helping City Tramways. Inatoad of
meking the company look into its fares,
they came in with sub-machine guns and
dogs and tried to force the people to
bosrd the buses.

it has been an education for some of the
people to see how the Governsent works
together with business. They must Just
reanlise that the peuple are not going to
go back to buses until the Fares go
down (ROM, 13.00.80). .

Nankweng (Lebows): Bishop Darnabes Lekgenysne
of the Iionist Christisn Church owns & flest
of buses operating in Lebowa. Complaints
ebout the service provided were discussed

at & meeting held at Turfloop in February

this year.

It wes decided not to boycott the
Bakwaduba buses but to slact a stesring
committes to discuss the matter with the bus
comp Ny managemant,

Babelegl (border industrisl srea): ‘Jorkers
in this notorious low-wage area (eee iLE_ﬁ}
were hit in Merch this year when the Botlhaba
Tewana Transport (BTT) company snnounced fere
increases, The BTT is & subsidiary of
BophuthaTaswana Transport Holdings (Pty) Ltd.

The BTT said that it was necessarcy to
increase fares from snd=March as running
expanses wersa continuously increasing.

The increases would affect workers living
or working inm such pleces as Fajanenn,
Hammanskraal, Tweefontein and Doschplasas,

On Sonday, HMarch 23; o mesting was hald
at Temba, Hammonskrsasl, to protast thes
incresses, The meeting was called by the
Foretele Regional Authority (MRA) consisting
mainly of Horetele tribal chiefs. An earlier

meating between the RAA and the BTT
managemént had ended in deadlock,

- The outcome of the meeting is not cleer,
but BophuthaTewana security police deteined a
Post reporter for a doy in connection with
the seeting, The reporter, ﬁ-lull Fatsemola,
was accused.by the gecurity police of halping
tu_nrglniil the manting.

Bloemfontein: Fares increased Trom 15c to
20c from Mangaung township to Gloemfontein
on August 18, Twenty-nine municipal buses

were aubseguently stoned by prit-lhinq
crowds of commutors.

Pretoris Arsa: In Februsry this yesr it wes
-nnnunngﬂ that Putco had spplisd for bus Tare
increases in the Pretoris ares, once again
attributed to rising costs of fuel, speres and ~
vahicles,

Frotest meetings were celled, complicated
by one Joseph Gomba of the Black Unity Expreass
Bus Service (JUEBS) who invited Cosas to his
first meeting (Poat, 21.03.80). Gombas séid
thet he hed 500 buses "idling in readinesss’
for the dey when the non-blsck firm Putco
deiven out of the townships., This claim was
denied by Putco who said that their previous
contact with Gomba pointad to "his ...
inability to operste even a single bus within
10 kilometres of his house, never mind the
E00 busses that he elleges are "riding in
resdiness”' (Post, 02,.04,80).

In August Joseph Gomba said that he
hdd been celled to Compol (security police
of fices in Pratoria) to telk about his
criticiem of the gcommunity council's failure
to talk to Putco sbout fare increases. He
said that his interrogator was 'friendly end
sympathetic towards his oppeal as a transport
man' {Post, 28,08,80; Star, 28.00.80).

The Atteridgeville and Mamelodi community
councils warned of the conseguences of a fare
incrcase and said that it was cousing
bitterness.

The complaint from Gomba was, however,
that while the communitbty councils mioht
express opposition they did very little in
the way of practical measures to prevent
the Fare hikes from taking ploce.

In Aupust it was onnounced that Tores
offi Putca buses in Pretoria's towunships,



and cartain parks of NophuthaTswana and Lﬁhﬁuq

would increase. The incresces of 7. an
seasn - ticketa ond 13, on cash fureg on B
avorages had boen epproved b5y Ehe Habional
itoad Tronsportation Uourd ond the “inards iIn
Bophuthafgwnana and Lobuwa to comn inte effect
at tha and of Seplaahar,

A macking of the Vulauwehla civie I'arby of
Dornard .dlazi ({8 Boealodi councillor)
attended by -30I people in [lamelodi,
threatenad Puteo with a bus hﬁynntt.

Futco imitially sald thok thay would oo
ahesad with thn Incrcascs -lespite boyenkbh
threats, but it wos reported (Pnat, 12,9".an)
that these would not come into alffect at Che
end of the mo .th (Sentombor) Ao plonned,.

Javoyton: The Esst Rond Administrotion 'ourd
(EiAd) ond the Daveyton comounity council run
thw Davoyton Jus Service. At the comunity
council's monthly meeating in June it wos
decided to 1nn;illn faras, except For scholars.
This Ffollowed & previous dacision, in iley, to
increoase Fares; a decision that was 1lifted
after denials h} both tha comaunity council
and EAADY that they were responsible For the
incresse.

Thaae danials and the |u-pln:inn of tha
increogos followed strony community protest.

ATter the June oeeting there seceed to
heve heen some Turther confusion, this timae
relatec o the size of the loss suffecred by
the ¥ Z (one report sald R1ES C2D and "mayar'
teriel liphosi eaid that the loss was N1=m).

The lncresse wes elsc sald to be necessacy
te rolse wages snd inprove the service. Hﬁt
that “uweh seams to have De:n happening in
tniz rerard as Javeyton residents staned &
arotest at the bus station In Daveyton on
the ex:ireme over-crowding on buses - this in

Ruguat.

Juduzet The Hiyel tLown council owns the
bus serviee that operates in this township.
Towards the end of July the council declided’
to incroose Tnres. l!lowever, Eha Uuduza .
comaynity council had not been consulted,
and opposad thr Lncreases. This led to a
suspension of tha increase for one month,
during which time the Dudura comsmunity
counell s.id theot 1t would ascerteinm tho
fcelings of rl;iqlhtu on tht ifosuo.

A moeting was planned for Sunday,

Auguat 24, wnd rosidents rejected the proposed
increass, ond cald thet they would not pay it
until thoy hod onen the ‘Miyel town' council's
Ffinunclal statewment on the bus compaiy.

The dinel town counclil then took a
different directlon in. tha Tace of the
community rejection of théir plens. They
said that they could not sccept ths residents’
moeting decision as the Minel word, but would
have to consult 'uorks coamittoss (end lialeon
comnittesa) ot vorious Firms ond induotries
in ond cround the town before meking o final
dociefon' (RO, 29.00,00),

Tebana Moloi, of the Duduza community
council, said with some insight that as
works committess wers management stooges, the
"fact that the town council has to confer
with these committess mesans that they
want ko int;nducl the new Fares regardless.
They are merely looking for excuses'.

At the end of this month (Septembar) the
Jigel town council is to report on the
increase, llowsver, Jlames Skosi and Johhny
liokate of the community council have said that
'workers will welk'! rathar then pay more.

It sppeats that not all community
councils are to be condemned outright. It

_prnh:hlr dopands on thelr relationship to the

specific issues on which docisions arc to be

" taken or leadership given., In this cese of

the duduze bus fures the decisions relate-to
& body outside the comwunity council sphere
of involvemgnt. liowever, for Lhe dominant
trend soe the articlos on comaunity councila
ond rents in this isous of WIP,

Seshegor In Rarch, 1080, 00l Drooks of the
Lebows Irunipnét Company (running 245 buses)
snnounced that the cocpany {LTC) had sppliod
for on incrasse in fares. Increanad opnreting
costs were advancod as reesons for the

®*appllioation; LTC said that the Departmenta

of Tronsport end Eu—nplrytfun and ovelopment
wore subgidislnyg workera' forea; ao thet In '
some oreos they pald only H2,00 out of & total
weekly Ffors of 011,00,

In July the incresses were qrsnted, to .
go into effect in August. This wes said to

| cover all routes in the Pistersbury,

Potyietersrus end Tzaneun districts, as well
as the four buses ocparated by the Eltpnhﬁlu
Transport Company (a subsidiary of the LTC).

.Ilﬂlﬂlltl opposition wep expresssd by
Chief J Hothapo (opposition Lebowa Pecple's
Porty), Hesley Lekots (Seshego Welfars
Orgenisstion), and tha Sashego Village
Committea (SWC).

At s mesting arraoged by the SVC and

by the Azsnisn People's Orgénisation (Azepo)
on the weskend of July 19=20, workers
threatened to boycott buses. Lessders Raphesu
of Azepo ond Rev Falatji of tho SVC denounced
the LTC's black directors, Lebowa cabinst
ministercs, and the Lebowa Transportation
Board (LTB), The LTC was sald to balong to
a ‘'govarnmant subsidiary'. The Lebows
Transport Company is part of tha vast CED
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{Eurpnrqtlnq for Econonic Developoent )

network, through the Lehows Develapnent
Corporation.” Representatives of the

various bantustans sit on the hnﬁ:du nf
direct rs of thelr apnciflic Dewvelopmont
Corporation, ) '

It ves decided thné conrutors wouldl
walk thes 12 km bestweon Scshego and
Pistorsburg ‘when the increasn cime into
affect. A fmw doys laoter the LTC announced
that the fncrvass had boon noaktponed beyond
the snd of July.

The postponemont wes briof. Less than

s oonth leter .irocoks of the LTC sald thot Fores .

would increese from Aucusk 23, The SVC rescted
quickly by reeffivming the previour month's
boycott decialon, and called on peopla tu use
the "hleck-owned compeny' = the hamba Juye
ius Sorvles which runs botween Sasheyo snd
Pletersiurg, hut is not allowed inte the
Sosheno Lownshlip.,

UT “ingste of LTC called on ths ‘naturlty?

. of tho neopls of Lobnwa to innore the boycobt,

The bogycantt not under way on this route
on Hondoy, Afugust 2%, but apparontly not
on othar routes into Plotersburg. Hany
workers arrived laote, Leb.wa policen cleshed
with pupils who hed stonecd buses in Seohono,
ghote ware Flrud and nt loest i puplls
srrestnd. Pupils were boycottinpg closses in
pympathy with the sction tnken by their

' worker naronta,

Traflic pollee, teking whot st be
‘atep one' in the "boycotbi-broskers' hondhaok',
ordered people out of unrer Letored core
{erlleu "pirete toxis' in other situationg)
nn Lhie nutskirts of Soshopo on the First doy
ul tha boyecott, OQut even the LTC sdmitted
Liat obout 60 of the 4 N0 coomuters were
anrkiginoting in the boycokt, while Origadier

1" ven Iyl, chlef of Lebowa pnlice, said that
the boycokbtt wos 90 . successful "('ost, HOM,
2000 ),

a Flre domanod an offlico et one of the
Smahegn achonle,

On Tuesdey, Suguat 26, people from
Nlead liver ond Perskrbult (Mmubtung=ia-
Porskisi) jJolned the Loyecott.
huses.

An Intorosting osprct of tha hoycotby,
that arc now in their fifth weok ond -p:lnﬁinﬁ,
is that privately-owned bus coupcnlies In

Fupils atoned

two instonges arec runnimy very wmuch choaper
aarvices than thnoe that ere belnn boycotbed.
4nd yot Lhesc coopanine have not besn gronted
peruloglon by the Lobowe calinet to operote
jnta the townships, The LDC=owned LTC dJoos
oparoale inte Luwnsghipa, Thnae Lus servicos

nra i jlarris' (o bluck mun) !lomba luya Ous
servien (botweon Seshego and Plstershurg) end
ilsaba Jdus Lerviee (operating Ln Hkowanl:owu
near Tzenean). A tather simples explenation

of thuir boilng Llsck has been offored in

the newapnpera, but this does nol o Far

In gomalng to an undersiandlng of the operation
of tronspert coopanies (dose it mean Ehat

black poople ero bed cepltoliste?)

Oy Jednesdoy, Auqust 27, residents of
Lobouwskgome (AD km from Plelersburg ) expressed
thalr sollderity with the boycotters ond regret
that tho distence involved made it Llmposaiblo
for them to Join, tha boyookt.

Gixteon y-uths appeared Ln tho Jeshego
naglatrate's court churged with public
violence, The cose wes postponed to Septombor
111, but no reports ocppear te have baen
iwana on the oukonae,

Chisf Rammupudii, Lebowa Interior
Ainister, colled » meeting of the bus company

SVC snd Seshego town council, ond Labows

fkia Firat
It vos revealodd,

governzont repre: antebivos,
peoting onded In drAadlock,

. Ehough, that the Lebowa cubinnt wnd ot L

Labown Tronsportation Doard had spprovod
the incrueasea.

uf unuril. tho Lebowa Legislative
nescubly is caught in the same trop es hos
baun p.inted out in the cose of Kwalulu,
The LOC is prosonted se reptesenting the
Lebowa prople or Lebows governmont in its (LDC)
ownarship of the bus compony (Lebowa Finance
Hinlster,; LC kKothiba, is onse of tha africen
diroctory of the bus cospany).

Or Phakudi snd . his fovernment oro,
stherafere; helpless beyond volcing support
For the plight of bhoycotters, ond try to
defloct ottention swey Trom the imuediats iosus
of bus Fares onto weges (not that this Is wroeng

in ltpelf), Thio strotegy can also not work
For very lony (if, on the off chance it ls

successful) os high weges vould mean less
~investsent in thoso low-waoge bentustan
tgyrowth pnint' or berder aress.

The boycotters were alsc celling for
the LTC to drop people in town and not on
thn outskirts ot the Polokwane Centrs with
its four liguor outlets = '"whers our pecpls
wers sncouraged to squander sll their
sarnings in liquor'.

The Hev Aslot )i, whoss SVC celled for
the boycott with the Seshege branch of Azepo,
soid in un intorview that he ssw his rols
'aa continustion of evengelism', He
axpluined that the SVC hed besn formed in
1979 but thet it had been inactive = when

‘forss wors incrnssed leat ysar thars wvas

protost but no action, He gave cradit for
the pressnt hoycott hn_hh- pecple of
Seahego.

A furthar mesting wes arcanged betwsen
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the Lobowa Legislative Assently (nembers end
the LTC, After this meeting, on August 29,
Or Phatidi ordered Lebows police to atop
harassing motorists who were giving lifts to
boycotters and to remove road blocks.

Tension existed, and probably still does,
within the Seshego community betweesn Azapo

‘and the Taxi Association over the latter's

refusal to lower fares qu the duration of
the bus boycott.

Buses were removed from Seshego depot on
August 29 and perked at the local SA Airforce
bese; presunably to prnt;tt them from sktone
throwers, _

Un Ssturday, August 30, it was announced
that the Fare locrcases had benn suoponded
for two wenks.
not as optimistic as the Zunday Fost with its
*bus boycott victory' headline, but reclded
to continue the boycott, assking tor e |

Fortunetely tho comiuniby wes

roductlon of feres cnd Lmprovemant in bthe
service offered (for example, Lhat Lhere should
be no charge for lupgyoge, ond that the LTC
should not drop pessengers ot Folokwane Centre).
These declaslons wers token at a meeting of
realdenta, .

Rev NMalat )i said thet tho suspansion
wes an ottempt to 'lure them back Lo the
buses in order to destroy tholr uniby'.

On the night of Tuesday, September 2,
two busec to linlatel ware stoned as thay
passed through Seshego. A Ffurthor megting
between Lebowa authoritiecs, the 5VC, Sesheqo
to:nship council, Piotersburg town council
and the LTC ended in deadlock. Jock Botes
of the town council said that Fures would
have to go up BOrCe Ir.uurknr- wara not
dropped at the outskirts of the town,

lotes said that town council lebourers
carned R70 per month and the Administration

8osrd workers estned between R70 and RGO,
The mass meecting on . Sunday,; Septembar 7,
said that the LDC=owned LTC must go. The

‘meeting wes.addressed by FHameholo Rephesu

and K1 Poloei, local Azapo leaders, Rev
fimlatji of the SUC and Lebowa Legislative
Frecdom songs werd sung
and poetry read by the Turfloop students,

Appombly membors.

The LLA members prasent said that
they would not negotiate with the Lebowas
governeent until it allowed the llembe Buya
Bus Service to operate in Lebowa, and would’
boycott the opening of a road to the

.thuulkgn-n industrial ares (where most

industries are LOC-owned).

On 'political' reasons for the boycott
aone spoaker said: 'What is polifics?
Politics is your four-room matchbox, it is
your Mive grown-up <children uh-ﬂng s room

. with othera aleeping im the kitchen, it-is

incressing bus fores while workers are paid
3% per month', This was loudly accléimed.

A pamphilot distributed at the mosting:
calleg for the formation of a trode union to
nengotiote a -1n1-un wage For.the. area,

On Uednesday, Septomber 8; Phatudi and
his cabinet, Or J Adendorf, chalrman of the
LTC boerd of directors and chief of the CED,

snd bus company officlals met,
The Pietersburg Sakekamer said that only

"the most unskilled workers' (probably the vast

nulurlty} ware lnrninq'lll- than R100 per
month. '
Large companies had started making
their own transport arrangementsa For thelr
WOTHErE. ”
During the weaek starting FMonday,
September 15, the boycott lﬁrlld capidly,

caused by the end of the suspension and the

reintroduction of increases on all LTC routes
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except for those in Seshego. At Lenyenys ' o
township (noar Tzaneen) a bus was hijecked by-
students from the Seboys High School = soms -
were arrested., At Sekesbs High Schoel students
refused to board hu:in.- ' '
ltxn.ﬁuhuhnyl {slso near Tzanesn) a bus
" was damaged when commuters stoned it, workers
walked from FAolepo and Aokopana townshipa to
Pietersburg. Lt=Colonel P Holoto of the
Lebowa police soid that buses had to be
gscorted By police, '

The boyecotis continue,

LTH

| CRITICAL HEA

CRITICAL HEALTH . -
This new publicstion views heslth in its brosdest social
contaxt snd sims to explors hesith related matters in
. Sowthern Africs. Heslth is the concern of svery oné =~
‘and this publication will be of intsrest to ail, TN
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index

We publish below an index to the major
articles which have sppesred in the Tirst

15 dssuss of YORK [N PROGAESS. The articles
ars gathsred togethsr under wvery general

sub ject categories rnrﬁ;lflrlhtl purposEd.
The index has been produced for twd ressonss
firstly, & numbesr of readers have nok
received all coples of yYlP, sand this should
assist thess resders in gettimg & fuller
picturs of ths WIP project. The second
major reason Tor producing sn index is

to make the material published in YIP
accessible to & wider group of people

than it has thusfar resched,

Tha items ace listed in tha

following erder:

nama of srticle (eg Community Medicine)
suthor (whers eppliceble)s (eg Ian Kitai)
issus number: (eg 1)

date of publication: (=g Sept 1977)

pege reference: (eg 33-34),

This index will be updated From time to time,

TERAT AN ET

Froblems of Creative Writers in South Africa:
& responss - Kelwyn Sole. (1, Sept 1977, 4=25)

Problems of Crestive Writers: = reply -
Isobel Hofmeyer. (2, Nov 1977, 31=37

Footnote oh Hofmeyer., (2, Nov 1977, 38-43)

Criticism of South African Literature =
Tim Couzens. (2, Nov 1977, 44-52)

Palefaces: Soms Comments on Whits English
South African Postry of the Ssventiss =
Stephen Wetson. (4, April 1978, 30=38)

Anslogy and lbrrrltinni a Critique of
Esglaton's

Kelwyn Sole, (4, April 1978, 37-44)

Higartlien Litersturs snd tha Civlil Wer =
Tom Lodge, (5, June 1978, 21-58)

The Abortion of the Intellsct: Literary
Circles snd 'Change' in South Africe today -
Kelwyn Sole, (9, Aug 1979, 13<28)

Conscliousness, Class Struggle and "Black'
Periodicels in South Africe. (9, Aug 1979,
S6=64)

NAYHATTY ORGA A M AND ACTIVITY

Community Medicine = Isn Kitaei, (1, Sept 1977,
33-34)

FPoliticel Ecomnomy of Health = Cedric de PAeer.
(8, Rey 1979, 33=37)

Committee of 10. (10, Wow 1979, T=10)

Hus Hoycotts = Gerhard Maré, (10, Nov 1979,
65=72)

Community Orgonisation., (11, Februsry 1980,
31-42)

Consumer Boycottst an evaluation, (12,

April 1980, 10=16)

Hentst paying for incorporation, (12,

April 1580, 17=23)

Alexandra Township: & brief history.

{12, April 1980, 50=57) '

Alexandra Township: "wplift' or co-option?
{12, April 1980, 57=61)

Conflict in the Western Cape, (13, July 1980,
1=15)

Rents: Mhluzi. (13, July 1980, &44=45)

Bus Boycotts: Madadeni=Osizweni. (13,

July 1980, S51=58)

Bus Boycotts: Hemmarsdale, (13, July 1980,
S8=62) '
Understanding the Conmunity Counclils Act,
{15, October 1980, 1)

Community Councila: control and co=option.
(15, October 1980, 2-8)

+ Community Orgenisation: s response. (15,

October 1980, 8=12)

Rentes Soweto, (15, October 1980, 22-28)
Hentss Mondlo. (15, October 1980, 20-29)
Communities end Transport, (15, October
1980, 49=558)

LAR AND TOTAL STHATEGY.

Total War, uinhitnr:hln end Who Mekea the
Decisions, (1, Sept 1977, 35-42)

Totel War, (8, Mey 1979, 1=8)

Total Strategy = Glenn Moss. (11, Feb 19B0,
1=11)

Chronology of Conflict, (13, July 1980,
319=43)

] N onT .

Censorship and Criminal Responsibility.
{1, Sept 1977, 51=53)

Publications Control, (1, Sept 1977, S54-56)
Publications Contrel, (2, Nov 1977, 28=30)
DN _WOMEN,

"We Fight for Food!: Woman and the Food
Crisis of the 1940s = Chearryl Walker.

(3, Jan 1978, 18-22)

Defining the Issues: Towards s Methodology
of Women = Josnne Yawitch. (9, Aug 1979, 31-§51

African Women and Labour=force Participation =
Joanne Yewiteh, (9, Aug 1979, 35-44)

RPERIA N FAPERIA T STHATEGY =
Mechanisms of Aid. (2, Now 1977, 57=60)

Monopoly Capitalism and Lsbour, (2, Nov 1977,
62=72)

Ald, (2, Mowv 1977, B81-83)




Zsire Invesion, (5, June 1978, 14-20)

Anglo=Amsrican Strategy in South Africs and
its Background = Martin Legassick, (6, Nov 19
(6, Now 1978, 66=B4)

Codes of Conduct, (6, Nov 1978, 87=96)

SOCIAL CONTROL/ACPRODUCTION OF SOCIETY.

Envicronmental Planning and Soclal Conkrol.
(1, Sept 1977, 26=29) .

Unspployssnt, "Homslands' and Social Coentrol.
(2, Nov 1977, 6=10)

"Welfare' Acts. (2, Nov 1977, 53=56)
Urban Foundation. (2, Nov 1977, 73=75)

Saclal Control 1ﬁd Teachers. (4, April
1978, Té=79)

Crime? (5, June 1978, 6=9)

Schoal Unrest in Kwalulu. (5, June 1978,
59=61)

Uhuru. (6, Nev 1978, 4=11)

Unemsp nt snd Apartheid. (6, Nov 1978,
102=103

Bantu Education: Soccislisstion for Dspendency.
(10, Nov 1979, 10=21)

White Educationt socislisation for conformity.
(14, September 1980, 22=33)

White Education: the lived sxperisnce.

(14, September 1980, 33=38) '

LABOUR

Strikest Isithebe. (5, June 1978, 1-5)

Eveready to Exploit = Garhard Mard,
{7, March 1979, 22-=29)

Strikes, (6, Nev 1978, 104)

A Study of Strikes in the 1970s (part 1) =
Ari Sitss snd Costas Joskimides. (6; Wow
1978, 105=114)

A Study of Strikes in the 1970s (pert 2) =

Ari Sitas snd Costes Joskimides, (7, March
1979, 30-52)
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A Study of Strikes in tha 1970s (part 3) =

Ari Sitas and Costss Joskimides, (8, May

Labour Resistence. (7, March 1979, 53-55)

The wWishahn Commisalon = Hichard de Villiers.
(8, May 1979, 6-9)

Labour Resistance. (8, May 1979, 29=31)

Babelegl = Exploiters' Paradises. (8, May
1979, 32)

Riskert = & Pralimlnary Investigation =
Barbars Crescey. (9, August 1979, 6=10)

Labour Action. (9, Aug 1979, 45=47)
Lebour Action. (10, Nov 1979, 30-33)

Strikes in South Africa: Implicstiona for
Working Class Strategy, (10, Nov 1979, 34=39)

The Political Economy of Survival = Mavid
Webster. (10, Nov 1979, 57-84),.

Ford Remombers the Daoys. (11, Feb 1700, 11=13)
Pabco. (11, Feb 1980, 13-14)

Ford, (11, Feb 1980, 15=21)

Sulliven Code. (11, Feb 1980, 21-22)

Strike st Sea llarvest, {11, Feb 1980, 26-27)
Strikes in Southern Africa: implications for
working clesss strategy. (11, Feb 1900, 54=59)
The Allied Publishing Dispute. (12, April
1980, 1=3) ,

The Keroo Meat Exchange Strike, (12; April
1980, 3=4) ' '

General Labour Action. (12, April 1980, 4=10)
Automation: econtrol of worker and machine,
(12, April 1580, 34-37)

Conflict in The Western Cape, (13, July 1980,
1=15)

Strike st Kromeco. (13, July 1980, 73=25)
Esstern Cape. (13, July 1980, 25=31)

Genaral, (13, July 1980, 25=35)

Parellel snd bosses' unionism, (14, Sept 1980,
43=45) )
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Informetion, (14, Lapt 1200, 45=54)

‘Lenacal, (15, October 1920, 43=46)

Inturview: a winor, {15, Ucto'wr 1050,
af=A9)

SOUTIEHRN ACHICA.
Namibis. (6, Nov 1978, 49=65)

Namibis: Registretion of Voters, (7, March
1979, S56=66)

Rural Uifferentistion in Lesothe = Andrew C
Spiegel. (B, May 1979, 21=29)

Zimbabwe snd the Press. (8, May 1979, 38-42)
The Swezilend Connsction, (4, April 1978, 1-5)
Swaziland, (5, June 1978, 10=13) '

Angolas 1961 Rebellion = Tom Lodge. (10,
Nov 1979, 21=29)
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The "Sguatter Problom' = Amanda Younge.

(3, Jan 1970, 15=16)

Further Hotes on the *Squetter Problem' =
Gerherd Mard, (4, April 1978, 595=75)

The "Housing Question Heconslderad: towards
s political sconomy of houslng in South
Africe. (11, Feb 1980, 59-T1)

Alsxandra Township: 'uplift' or co-option?
(12, April 1980, 58=81)

BOLITICAL CONFLICTS VHE COURTS.

Pratoria Loecels, (1, Sapt 1977, 43=iB)

Robben Island. (1, Sept 1977, 49-50)
Criminel Procedurs Act. (2, Nov 1977, 76-80)
Cape Town. (3, Jan 1978, 8=9)

Malmesbury,. (3, Jen 1978, 9=11)

!-lulftr Trisls and ths Courts = & report.
(3, Jan 1978, 11=13)

The Courts, (&, April 1978, 45=54)




The Courts. (5, June 1978, 62-78)

The Courts. (6, Wov 1978, 12=35)

Political Conflict: 5 wvs Aaron Sipho Madondo,
and § va John Phala and others. (6, Mov 1978,
36=45)

Contempt of Court, (6, Nov 1978, 99-104)

Ashlangu's Year. (7, March 1979, 1=7)
In Court. (7, March 1979, 78-92)

The Courts. (8, May 1979, 42-47)
The Courts. (9, Aug 1979, 1=6)
The Courts. (10, Nov 1979, 45-49)

Tresson Trisl. (10, Nov 1979, 39-44)
Tresson Trisls ™Never on our knesa®, (11,
Feb 1980, 42=45)

Courts. (11, Feb 1980, 47=51)

The Nsturs of Political Trisls. (12, Rpril
1980, 37=40)

Courts. (12, April 1980, 40=48)

Courts. (13, July 1980, 36=39)
Chronology of Conflict. (13, July 1880,
35-43) :

‘Courts., (14, Septesber 1980, 39=43)
Categories of Resistence. (15, October
1980, 12=17)

Courts. (15, Dctober 1980, 40-43)

POPULATION ALLOCATION AND RELOCATION.
Thornhill, (6, Nov 1978, 46=48)

Glensors Ressttlement, (9, Aug 1979, 47=56)
wWinterveld., {10, Mov 1979, 50=57)

Rursl Resistance: the Batlokws, (12, April
1980, 24=27)

Rural Resistance: the Matlaslas, (12, April
1980, 27-30)

Farm Lsbour in the Westarn Cape., (13, July
1980, 15-23) B
Dnverwachts "sthnic'division and oppression.

(15, Octobar 1980, 17=21)

| BANTUSTANS,

Unemployment, 'Homelands' end Socisl Control.

{2, Nov 1977, 6=10)

School Unrest in KweZulu, (5, June 1978, 59=51)
Uhuru, (6, Now 1978, 4=11)

Thornhill. (6, Nov 1978, 46=48)

Glenmors Ressttlsment, (9, Aug 1979, 47=56)
winterveld, (10, Nov 1979, 50=57)

Repression in thes Transkei. (11, Feb 1980,
51=54)

Rural Resistance: the Betlokwa. (12, April
1980, 24=27) .

Aural Resistancei the Matlsla. (12, Apﬂl
1980, 27=30)

"Jo the Cow'comes home, (12, April 1980, 49)
Fout Years Ong Transkel since 'indepsndence"’,
(14, September 1980, 1-10)

Quail or Cuckoo? Reflections on & report,
(14, September 1980,. 10=18)

Droughts. (14, Ssptembar 1980, 16=21)
Onverwacht: 'sthnic' division and oppression.

.. (15, Octobesr 1580, 17=21)

Rente: Mondlo, (15, Dctober 1980, 28=29)
Natel Education Boycott: a focus on Inkatha,
(15, October 1980, 30-39)

EDUCATION.

Soccisl Control and Teaschsrss (4, April 1978,
76-79) '

School Unrest in KwaZulu. (5, June 1978, 59=61)
Education and Development = Dick Cloets. (9,
Auguat 1979, 10=12)

Bantu Education: socislisation for depsndenoy.
{10, Movember 1979, 10=21)

Schools Boycott, (12, April 1980, supplement)
Conflict in the Western Caps. (13, July 1980,
1=15)

Blsck Education. and Resistance, (13, July 198D,
65=T4) '

* White Educationi socialisation for conformity.s

(14, September 1980, 22=33)

white Eduecstion: the lived expesrience. (14,
September 1980, 33=38)

Netal Eguceation Boycotts a focus on Inkatha, '
{15, October 1980, 30=38)

BEDIA AND THE PRESS.

O=prass=ion = Graham Matts. (7, March 1979,
B=14) ' '

 The Prese. (12, April 1980, 30=33)"

The Pressl & Tesponss, (13; July 1980,
62=564 ) : '
GENERALY

Participstion and Controls en Orgenisstional
conflict. (1, Seapt 1977, 57=62)

Bibliography on Cosmissisns of Inguiry inte
*Disturbances’, "(1, Sept 1977, 62-63) .

The Povarty of Africanism. (2, Nev 1977, 3=8)

The. Cosmittasnt of the Intellectusl. (2,
Noveabar 1577, 12=-13)

Intsllsctuals, (2, Wovesbsr 1977, 17-27)

Theory, Concspts, Anslysis-snd the 8
= Sussn A Brown, (2, Wevw 1977, 14=18) -

Response te 'Poverty of Africenisa', (3,
Jan 1978, 3=4)

Cosment on this "Response’ = Glann Meas,
(3, Jan 1978, 4=5)

Ancthar Responss to "Powerty of Africenism’,
(3, Jen 1970, &) -

Classss in Africa = Glenn Ross, (4, l‘ptu
1978, =29) .

Opan Letier to Mg Brown = U.R, Blewuitk,
(4, April 1978, 55-58)

Comments (& responss) = Susan N Brown.

(4, Bpril 1978, 57=88)




NAFCOC. (5, June 1978, 79-82)

||||---'h"n-l1-"ll|.

R.5:.A: (South Africen Intelligence and
Security Apparatuses). (7, March 1979,
15=21)

Development snd Underdevelopment in South
Africa = Dick Closte. (7, March 1979, &7=77)

Gald. (9, Aug 1979, 28=31)

Anti=SAIC (South Africen Indisn Council) =
Gllﬂﬂ Moss. (10, Mowv 1979, 1=6)

Playing Ball. (13, July 1580; 46-=50)

political triéls
2. winterveld
3. bantu education
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