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when they enter the jJjob market for the first
tima &= school leavers, or recent migrants,
they cannot find employment. These people
gxcluded from unemployment ate collectively
referred to as the relative surplus population.
Thay form a surplus group relative to the
average needs of capitaliasm for labour, But
becavse capitalism's needs in this regard are
not constant, the eize of the relative surplus

population changes undet different clrcumetances,

e will return to thies guestion below.

Formes of the relative surplus population,

The relative surplus population takes on
& number of different forms. It appears in
1). s Floating form, Thase are peocple who are
pushed out of industty at certain times, lnq

then re-amployed during boolm periods, nnli to
lose jobs again, For axampla, during alack
periods/cycles the age of retirement may be
lnulrla, and ingentives provided for scholars
to remain at school. Thies effectively excludaea
gertain people from employment, During perlods
of growth; the opposite would apply, thereby
increasing the numbars of workers svallasble
for amploymant,

2j. & latent form, People who have been
engaged in labour=intensive sgriculture can
easily be forced off the land and into
industrial employment with increased
mechanisation of agriculture, Those whao

remain an the land in this form of agriculture
are tharsfore a potential source of labour

for capitalist production. Jomen engaged in
domestic work may alsoc be sesn as part of

thisa latent form of population that is surplus
in relation to capitalist productlon,
distributian and administration. The provision

af crfches and "labour-saving' housshold
davices can release many thousands of women
for employment elsewheras; 1f the need should
arise. When that need does not arise, these
people join the ranks of the unemployed.

1), a stagnant form. These people are actively
employed; but only extremaly irregularly.

4), pauperism. These pesoole fors the 'hospital
of the active labour=-army and the dead=-waight
of the induatrial reserve acmy'. Thay are tha
poory the incapacitated, aged, criminala,

orphans, and so ane This group tendse to ba

parmanently excluded from any employment,

5). It haes recently been argued that a new
form of the relative surplus population has
gmarged = one which did not exist in sarlier
periods of capitalist development: This is

the marginalised labour force, =nd consists
of people permanently excluded from employment
in the deminant level of the sconomy.,

This dominant level of the esconomy i#
formed by companies tThat have grown large
through two proceeses: cgncentration (ie
growth within one type’ of productive lttiuity},
and gantralisation (growth through expanding
into a range of activities, normally through
tax<ing over axisting Fifnu,. rurthermore,; the
companies often compete with each other on an
international level, have international
Firancial links, and smploy technology
wiich has been developsd in the centres af
world capitalism (eg USA, Western Europe,
Japan). In these centres, technology used
is gimed at increasling productivity,
primarily through the use of machinery.

Ae explained esarlier, this changes the
organic composition of capital in favour
of constant capital, against wvarlable
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capital, because of this, thi rata of

growth of esployment opportunities withim
this level of tﬁl economy is lower than the
rate of growth in the labour force, Thoas
members of the labour Force conseguently
excluded from employment within this

dominant msonopoly level of the sconomy arae
sald to have beean marginalised. They may
still find sporadic employmant in the smaller,
less capital-intensive, competitive level of
the sconomy, although these opportunities
decline as mors and more of these Firms are
taken overy; of forced out of business; by tha
dominant monfopoly leval of the economy.

nd [2l- ™

Part of the relative surplus population
is referred to as the industrial ressrve apmy
whan considered in its fumetlonality te
capitalisms This reserve army of labour fulfils
a dual role within tha sconomy, Firstly, it
provides a ressrve of people who can be
employed when the economy sxpands rapldly
(although in South Africa, even during the
economic boom of the 19608, the level of
unemployment did not decreasas). It also
provides labour when nes large-scale
activities are undertaken {lu:h as railway

extgnsions, harbours, ete). Zecondly, because
of compatition betwsen employed workers and
unemployed workers who conatitute the ressrcve
army of labour, capitalists are able to kesp
wages downs

Tha Industrial reserve army Ls, tharafore,
functional to capitaliasm,

The marginslised labour force Lle not
separable from the rest of the sconomyj it
is; after all, a creation of that economy,.




problem of over Z-million unemployed. Thay
ara, in most ceses, solutions to the problem
of how to maintaln the presesnt aystem which
is iteelf responsible for the problems,

n f _th rkin
gnllﬁlu[ld].

There are & wide range of tliphﬂill which

claas m ad and

the working class sngage  in to act against the
- affects of unamployment The moat widespread
affect of unemployment ls that wagea and
subsistence goods have now to be spread even
more thinly than before, Along with this, it
hll.bliﬂ shown that wages are forced down for
a large section of the working class in
employment, becausa of competition for jobse,

A direct responee by the working class
would be to demand Jobs and to act in support
of that demand; This kind of responas is
infrequent and really only possible if the
working class is organised politically.

Howsver, indirect responses directed
sgalnst increasing h-gdlnip is an sveryday
pocurrengs and & way of life for many. Theft
is one reaponse, and ao is 'informal sector’
activity (ses the articles on Winterveld and
Soweto in this lesue). Thers have been many
reported incidents of atock theft in the
rursl areas; wherevar scatteared pieces of
reserves/bantustans border on wealthier -
Tyhite' rursl South Africa, .

Indirect responaes include issues where
communities have mobilised satrongly. Here one
thinka of bus nﬁynuttl (=ee the article in
this issue of WIP); and action against
incteased rentals; In the past,; the working
glass has also mobilised Lin protest over fTood
price rises.

Thosa in employment have thelr labour o
withdraw as & weapon in attempts to improve
thelr position and those who rely on their
wages (immediate family as well as unemployed
friends ‘and relatives). This weapon, although
surprisingly freguently used during the present
crisis (see 'Labour Action' in this and
previous issues of WIP) is blunted during
periods of mass unemploymant,

These are all responsas by the working
class to the manner in which the capitelist
syastem develops. They are specific responses
to tha current ajftuation in South Africae.

They atfe real issues to the working class,

but apparently sometimes sean as "problgma'

by working class organisations, For tn-ipli,
some trade unions seem to perceive themsslves
as organisations of the employed working class
onlys Thus, the union involved in the

Eveready strike (see WIP 7) spoke of the

"lack of dignity' of the unemployed womsn

who gathered at the gates of the factory to
spply for the Jjobs of those dismissed.

Dn.-plurm-nt is not a paint of production
issue; neither are transport cost increases,
rent rises; exploitation in and of the
"informal sector'; etec. But then nealther
are & nusbar of the factors which determine
the size of working class wages. The definition
of the working class cannot be confined to the
point of production amd the factory floory and
neither can working cless interests, sctivity
and organisation,

A few practical comments remain to be

made on the 'Work In Frogresa' project. WIP
has thusfar managed to function on donations
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recealved from thoss who have been able to
contribute financially in return Tor sach
copys. Theas donations have been in the
reglion of &0c per copy, with the exception of
a few individuals who have been able to
contribute considerably more. This has
enabled us to distribute WIP free of charge
to those who cannot afford contributions,
However; because of incressing size and
production coste, wa hawe lost some monay on
the last two issusms of WIP.

We are tharsfors going to have to ask for
contributions of approximstely B0c per copy
from next ysar, For those who can afford to
give more; we ask for a donation of R10,00
par yeart, This will snable us to ilncreass
distribution in those areas where we cannot
sxpect to receive financial contributions,

ODur next issue of WIP will be out in
ths first guarter of next year, Contributions
ars encouraged, An encouraging sign has bean
the number of contributions received over the
past five issues, and we aim to solicit and
provoks sven more contributiona for future
issuss,: Pleass asubmit your material,
test your ideas, and shars your information,
We publish, in this issue, an index of
the major materisl which has sppearsd in the

‘first 10 issues of WIP, We hope that this will

make it more accesailble, and- request our
readers to make this Index avallable to pecple
who have not received any or all coples of WIP
produceds

we thank our contributors and readers for
their ongoing support which we believe is
making WIP a successful and growing projects

=THE EDITORS &




But it is directly functional (in the way that
the industrial reserve army is) only to the
competitive,; non-monopoly level of the -economy,
Tha marglinalised labour Force hardly affects
tha level of wages in tha monopoly leval of
the sconomyimsonopoly capltaliam Ilnecreasingly
needs a stable, semi-ekilled labour force with
an incoma high snough to be able to consumas
some of the products made by this lasvel of
sconomiec activity, Rapld turnowver of the
workforoe becomes & threat to productivity
in thess circumstances, rather than a .
mechanism to lower wagas. The education
{(albeit low and specific) invested in the
labour force employed in the monopoly level
of the seconomy cannot be "wasted' by firing
workers and taking on those at the Factory
gate, even if it can be done at lower wagew.
Tha growing size of the marginalised
labour force has implications for peolitical
stability within a society, Firstly, more and
more peoples ara competing ?nr fewer and Fawar
jobs. «<hile this may be of benafit to
individual capitalists , the unrest and conflict|
that acconpanies this competition is & threat
to the functioning of caplital over time. It is
especially threatening to monopoly capltalism
as this level demands stabllity = no riots at
the factoery gates,; no blocking of roads, ng
boyeotting of transport preventing 'their’'
workars from getting to factoerles and nffl:-:;

Secondly, an ever=growing number of
people are realising that they probably have
ne chance of ever finding steady employment.
This would be espacially prevalent among tha
youth = those people with high expectations -

and those workers being retrenchad whean their

jobs are taken over by machines.This would
apply particularly to fare workers, who whan
displaced fros amployment by mechanisation in
agriculture; have no gualificetiona for joba
in industry, espacially not in monopoly
industry,

These people form a threat te the
reproduction of the capitalist system - to
the abllity to maintain the calm and balief
in the system which allows it to function owvar
a long period.

il by th tat i

The state, acting In the interests of
the capitalist system as a whole, has s number
of options, Some of these have apparently
already been rejected in South Africa as elither
Impractical, or not in the interests of the
systesm of capital accumulation,; One of these
would be large—scale, labour-intensive .:txulty}
such as building, to be undertaken by ths
atate iteslf, Howavar, the state doess not
stand outside of capitalism, and the crises
which affect tha aysatem also affect the
regulator of that system. Much as sufficient

uipitil is not available to the private sector
for such sctivity, so the states facas the
identical problem,

The local options are limited even more
by the racial dimsenaion of the conflict betwean
n;pitil and labour, 1t is so much more
difficult for tha state to convince the
ma jority of the population that its actions
are in their interests whean that state ia
"white', and whitea are the major benaficlaries
of atate actions

Control and repression of the unemployed

has, tharefore, to become more and more direct,
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In this, the location of tha unemployed im

of crucial importance. It can be expected that,
as the Riekert Commission advised; those
without jobe and accommodetion will Finmd Lk
avar more difficult to remain in urban areas,
At the end of October, all smployers of
"illegals" will face stiff fines (up to RSO00),
while the "illegals® themsslves will be

sub ject to the same prosecution as before,
Those who have managed to tegister will be
only slightly battar off in that they are now
rﬁrlllly migrants with no urban rightss: In
dthear words, thers will be "benefita' for
those in stable smployment = mostly thoss

in jobes with the monopoly level of the
sconomy, On the other hand, reserves/-
bantustans awalt migrants and the unemployed,

This strategy will possibly make -1t
sagier to gontrol the unemployed with the
ald of "homssland® governments, but will
also create grester divisions within the
working clase between employed and
unamployed,

Assistlng in this policy of tha ereation
of 'urban insiders" and "rural outsiders" ars
& host of organisations wngaged in "improving
the gquality of urban life', providing
housing for those in employmsent, offaring the
unemployed and homelsss cheap solutions (cheap
to capital) to the 'housing problem', soothing
consciences with schemes providing smployment
for tens of people, ste, Some of thass
organisations were sat up directly by capltal.

This im not to say that soma of thesas
'solutions' are in themselves bad, It Ls rather
that they are offered as "solutions', and as
an snd 15 themssalves, when they are measuras
to alleviate , not solve, the overall




STATE POLICY towarda Indians resident in South
Africa was, until 1961, that they were
"foreigners' wha should be "returned' to
India wherever possible, During 1961 this
policy was altered, and govarnmant accepted,
in the worde of the then Minister of Interior,
that "Indians are here and the vast majority
ate going to remain here...ws Sust cealiss
that the vast ma jority of them are South
Afcrican citizens and as such thay ars also
entlitled to the necessary attention and the
nacessary assistance™;

It was as & tesult of this change In
policy that the Department of Indian Affaire
was created in 1961; and the cabinet minister
heading the departmeant ampowerad to appolint a
so=called National Indian Counszlil to adwuises
him o certaln matters: The government clelimed
that it was necessary to appoint & counmcil, a®
thars were no identifiable Indian laaders with
which it gould consult, In adopting this
aLEitude, Lhey lgnored the popularly=based
Indisn Congress, which had led Indians
politically for gensrations: governmant
claimed that Natel and Transveal Indiam
Congress was communist led and without
support; to the extent that it had power
amongst Indians, this was held through
intimidation,

The appolinted Mational Indlan Councll was
sstablished at the end of 1963; when the
Minister of Indian Affaires invited approximately
100 Indians to & conferance held An Pretoria.

At the time, the Formation of the Council waa
resisted by soms, and several hundred Indian
womnen gathered at the Union Buildings,; Pratoria,;
to express their opposition to apartheid and
apatthaid=created organisationa. When,; in
February 1964 the Minister of Indian Affairas
anngunced the appointment of a Z1=man National
Indian Council, with the secretary For Indian
Affaire as chairsan, tha schama was totally
rajected by the South African Indisn Congress.

The South Africam Indian Council Act of
1968 gave statutory recognition to the Indian
Counclil, Tha Hinl-iit af Indian irr.Lr- waE
formally empowerad to appolint 25 people to
tha SAIC, as wall as tha chairman of the
council's executive committes,

An inlndllnt to the act in 1972 empowarced
the state president to increass the size of the
SAIC to 30, and also allowed for & certain
numbar of =meambera to be elected, rather than
appointed, Later thet year it was sannounced
that 25 mesbers would be appointed, and S

I mambars alectedj the recently revived Natal
Indian Congress (NIC) immediately fejected
theases proposals, and stated that it would

boyeott the alection of the 5 SAIC members,

Thang auring 18973, the Finiater announced
that at the end of the term of. office of tha
appointed SAIC sembers,; an "elsction' would be
hald to vote Ln 15 new menbers; the rtnlln;ng
15-!Ihﬁltl would be appolnted, The slectionm
would not be hald on the basis of a votars
roll, but thraugh "electoral collegas’
comprised of mambers of Indian local authorities
local affairs, sanagement and conaultativa
cosmittees.: A number of groups expressed their
intention to boycott these so-called elections;
ingluding the Indian Mansgemsnt Committes of

Lenasla and the Matal Indian Congress.

An Electoral Act for Indlans was pasasd
by the all=white parllament during the course
af 1977, which made 1t compulseory for all
Indians over the age of 18 to register as
voters, This was widely Interpreted as a
prelude to the inauguration of a wholly
elacted SAIC. Owuring October 1977 talks ware
held betwaen MNIC and Transvaal Action Comaittea
leaders; who agreed to co-ordinate their
affortsa in opposing the whales notlon of a
specifically Indian councll, whwther slected
ar not,

1978 saw the snactmant of ths axpected
law providing for an elected SAIC. 40 members
would be elected on a voters roll, and a further
5 mesbers would be appointed: SIunuld be
appointed by the leader of the majority
party Aif it held 34 or more ssats in the
SAICy if the ma jority party hesld 33 er
Ffawar ssats,; 2 msembars would be appointed
by that party, and 1 ssmbar by the opposition
partys In mddition to this mechanism, the
States President was empowered to sppoint 2
members on the sdvice of the lesader of the
ma Jority pacty.

It was made clear that the governmant had
formulated this agt with the Aintended new
constitutional proposals in mind, wharsby
a thres=tisr "parliamentary" systes Involving
sepgrate "parlissents' for whites,; coloureds
and Indians was proposed; africans were not

mantioned in thess constitutional arrsngements, |

Most progresslive antl=government .groupe
and organisations presumed that progressive
Indian organisations would naturslly edopt
a boycott stance towards the propossd SAIC
slections, This had beesn thl_:nnllltint
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position of the Indian Congress over the
years, ad wall as a number of other Indian
organisationss The influence of tha black
consclousness position,; which had as a
primciple plank in its programmes the non=
participation in state-cteated, ethhlcally
saparates bodiea, accentuated the convantional
position of progressive oppositlon groups =
non=participation In and boycoit of Bantustan
adeinlistrationa, Urban Bantu Councils, Colouced
Representative Council (CARC), SAIC and other
similar bodies, '

It was against this bsckground that &
group of Natal-based mambers and sssoclates
ef the NIC called for a reassessment of the
boycott principle,; and thereby Initiated a
wide=ranging debate on strategy and tactice
in gontemporary South African politics, Early
in May 1979 it was revealed that a series of
mestings were being held betwaen NIC leader-
ahip and & younger group af peopls who wers
kesn to resssesa the boycott strategy adopted
towards tha Torthcoming SAIC election. This
article attampts to outline the variows
positions taken on this issue, It Is wrikten
not for the specific purposs of recording the
confliet over participation in the 5AIC
slection; but rather to raise some gusstions
about progressive principles, strategies and
tactics in South Africa. For while ths
specific debate about the SAIC slection has
been resclved; the lssues involved retain a
gensral importance for political struggls,

Broadly speaking, one can isolats four
ma jor posltions an tha SAIC guestion, Tha
first involves the recently forsed Democratlic
Party; which has grown out of the group
nominated by the government to the SAIC. A

conaarvat ive group, it is prepared to work
withinm the gevernmenmt=created system, and
compromise In order to win limited gaeins for
certain strata of the Indian Community, This
party is guite happy to participate in the
SAIC, and sees no probles assoclated with
i1ts posltion,

The sacond ma jor gruupiﬂg is gathered round
the Rafprm Party, currently led by Y.5.
Chinsamy, but recently joined by J.N. Reddy
who is the state-appointed chairman of the
SAIC executive committess This group has
previously contested SAIC slections, and
recently gained a msjority on the SAIC
executive committes. The party was Tormed
from amongat SAIC members in 1977, and jolned
the Inkatha-=led South African Black Alliance
(SABA) in January 1978. Backed by SABA, the
Reform Party wlll participate in the SAIC
alection,

The third group has rejected pattlicipatlion
in the SAIC totally, and is supported in

its stance by a numbar of black=consclousnsss
organisations. It is comprised primarily of
the NIC, the antl=5AIC committee,; and the
Solidarity Front, which has its roots In the
now= dissolved Anti=Constitutional Proposals
Committes (ACPC), Transvasl. Some people within
this group have rejected participation in tha
S4IC purely on principle; while cthers have
argued that their boycott position is based
on tactical considerationa,

The fourth group rajects apartheld and all
apartheid imstitutions, and sees the SAIC

as 8 reactionary inatitution, Howevar, they
argued that; in the current state of "Indian
politice'; there were good tectical reasons
for participating in the S5AIC slectlonsj this
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group suggested that a tactical sdvantage
could be. ochtalned for anti=apartheid forces
by conteating the alesctions.

Tha groupings gatharsd around the
Democratic and Reform Parties are not of
ma Jor concern in this article. It is rather
the third and Ffourth posltions outlined abovae
that are discussed and considered below. It
must, howsvaer, be borne in mind that the
pro=participation position discussed below
has nothing in common with the position of
the Reform and Democratic Parties, which also
favour participatiom in the SAIC,

The position af the group which wished
to reassess the boy@ott principle reveolved
around 3 basic propositiona:

1). that participation in reactionary and/or
dummy institutions does not necessarily imply
accaptance of what those institutions stand
forg

2). that boycotts of such'institutions are a
matter of satrategy, not moral principle;

3)« that in the current situation in South
Africa; there are sound strategic ressons

for progressiva forfces to participate in tht-
SAIC eslections.

In support of thair First proposition, is
that participation in an institution doss not
always imply acceptanca of the functions of
that institution, the pro-participationists
outlined a number of instances wharse
progressive and even revolutiomary forces
had particlpated in ussless bodies for
tactical gain,

For example; after the fallure of the 1905
revolution in Russla, the militant Social
Democratic Party (which under the leadsership

of Lenin took atate power in 1517) participated




in the powerless Dumas (sham parliaments), It
was argued at the time that boycotting the
Dumas would distance the Party from the people,
leading to tha isolation of leadership froms
tha sSasaaa,

Similar sorts of occurrences wers referrced
to by the pro-participation group; drawn from
the history of political struggle in India,
GCermany, <Jestern Europe and lambla, In South
Africa itsslf, members of the then legal
Communist Party (CPSA) participated in the
almost sxclusively white-elected Flrliiljﬁf -
at that tims, certain 'qualifisd® Caps African
males and "coloureds' were permitted to vote
in Parliamentary elections, According to a .
docusent fiessued by the pro-reassssament group,
the CPSA in the 1940s

"put up candidates in Durban, Johannsaburg .

and Capse:Town for the City Councolil
elactiona, In 1948 it had one of itas
masbers elected in the Cape wWestern seat

{on an African Communal roll). This Cape
destern seat was thereafter won by such

people as Brisn Bunting, Ray Alsxendar

and Finally by Lea Wardan, La# Wardean was
& mgmbar of the Congress of Democrats
whichsssswas part of the Conjress Allianca,
It was with tha permission of the Congrass
Alliancea that Las Warden took his sesat

in Parliament as & representative of tha
Cape Western Africans,

Tha pro-rsassessment group argued, secaondly,
that political boycotts are & strategic weapon; .
to be utilised and implemented whars thare ia
soms gainm for the oppressed and dominated

clasaes, fhlr rejected the suggestion that

pacticipation in reactionacry bodles under all
glrcumstances and sitvations i wrong.

Specificelly, they felt that boycott or
participation was an issuve to be decided
in tearms of the tacdtics and strategies of
political struggle, and not by a rigid,

inFlexible morality which implied that it
is "impure' or ‘unprincipled' to participate
in state-created institutions, The group then
want on to explain why they believed that the
objective position of the Indisn community
and its relatienship to politieal ltguggll
auggasted that somathing could ba won by
contesting the 5AIC elections. They agreed that
whan the WIC decided to boycott the SAIC in
197", there were sound reasona for its stance,.
Howavar, in tha intervening years, the
cetention of a principled boycett had led
to & growing separation betwsen progressive
Indian leadership and the majority of the
Indian community. The NIC, it was argued, had
not grown during the past few ysars, nor had
it managed to create a mass base snd following.
The gffect of the boycott policy led to a small,
weakened body of progressive Indians, '
They suggested that the process of
contesting the SAIC elections could facilitate
the building of a powerful organisstion, with
grass roots community suppert and particlpation,
The slection campalgn would sleo sllow cectaln
ideas, programmes and policies to ba put
forward which would otharwise be difficult in
the repressive south African context,

The reassesssgnt/pro-participstion position
can accordingly be sumsarised in the fnllnging
WEY: :I
+participation in the SAIC elesction doms not

necessarily imply acceptance of the bodyj
+ﬁnr=ntt is & strategy,; not a moral principleg

+participation can masist in the bullding of
a mass orisnted, popularly based organisationg

+the boycott policy has led to a distance

amarging betwsen progressive NIC leadership
and the Indian massesj
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+participation in the SAIC gives a certain
degres of protection from state repression
in the developsent and spreading of political
policies, programmas and ideas)

+because of lack of organisation and
participation in dirscted activity, thas
conaciousnesas of the Indian masses is low,
An slectlion caspalign run by progressive
elements can go some way to raising mass
political consciousness,

The cesponses of those who argued that
thwe boycott posltion was tha cocrect ona can
be conveniently divided inte two maln sresams:
1). that boycott is a mowal principle never
to bes broken or n-t-t:i&;
that boycott of the SAIC Ls the correct
atratagy at presant, This posltion difface
from the abova in that it sccepts that
pacticlpation in reactlionacy structurea
may be a correct teactiec in gertaln
circumstancas, '

Vice=preasidant of tha NWIC, !ni chaltsan of
the Natal-bmessd anti=SAIC committes, M.J.-
Naildoo,; Tesponded to the reazssssssnt
initistive in tha following way - (report
from Graphie newspaper, 1.06,T9):

"Any participstion by members of the Natal
Indian Congrass or thelr syspathisers in the
forthcoming SAIL mlections could causes
iccreparable harm and sabarcasamsnt te the

2).

sustained cverssas cempalgn against Seuth
Africasssseln a statemant, .. Ar. Naldoo
pleaded with membare of Congress £o think
sgain and svoid & split and warned that any
attampt te opt for ths elmctions would ba
sesry by anti=spartheid campaigners ouwscssss as
worklng within the spartheld system and could
deliver a body blow "to our ‘sxiled leadecs
campaligning overseadisssssss 1 cannot gonceds
that the sntitlement of Indians to elect an



Indian Council or Parlisment is really such a
laudable dispansation as to hoodwink the
nppfiilld pescples of South Africa inte

believing that it is anything but a Fraud...s
Nor do 1 concede that it is necessary for
radical=-thinking democrats to capturs the SAIC
in order to dany the Governmant the argument
that Indiens are participating Ln its system
of government',
Fr, Naildoo went on to say that the NIC was
unsquivocally opposed to participatien in the
forthecoming SAIC eslections because it refusesd
to make falss promises to the people during
the salection campaign...and opsrate the
apartheld system and the sntrenchment of Black
. powerty and suffering.sssss
"The NIC resdily concedes that the protsgonists
~ of participation intend participation with
rejection; and to this end will sccept their
bona Tides, It is sssential to know what
campaign proslesess wlll be made; what thas
manifesto will contain inﬂ what the ultimats
pucrposs of pacticipatien ls, If thers is going
to be & demand for ona man one vote Tor all
peoples including Africans, Coloursds snd Indians
if there is going to be & damsnd for a unitary 1
state based on recognised desocratlic principles,
if there is going to be & demand For the
release of political leadera in prison and
under restriction orders and if thers is going
to be & demand Tor the repsal of discriminatecy |
and repressive legislation then it must be made
clear that this is the policy of the group and
they must also make it clear how thay intend -

to garry out thalr sandats once thsy snter
the Indian Council or Chamber'", Various
other argusents in favour of boyaotk,

and eriticisms of the participationm poaition,

wore canvassed in the press and at publie
maetinge, Some of tha ateas dealt with by

thosa oppoasd to participation were as

followst

1)s Boycott: principle of strategy?

It was suggested that it was over-pragmatle to
argua that boycott of state-crested inatitutions
was nothing more than a flexible t-cil:. to be

ingtituted or ignored according to the politicel
glimates or the direction taken by a politicsal
crganisation, - This implied that; at least in

South Africa whare state and pars=atate
institutions are not subject to en elective
primciple based on universal suffrage, it is
important to sccept the genaral idea of boycokt
and non=participation. Howevar, scome people in
favour of boycott suggested that it was alse
imsportant to acoept that in wery specific
circusatances thers may bes an adwantags to

be galned for the cppressed by participating
in s state-cresated structure in order to
achisies specific objectivaes, For this group,

the question over the SAIC slection becames
whether there wars good snough ressons to
deviate Ffrom the gensral strategy of non=
participation and boycott = and they sanswered
the gueation negativaly.

in f cand tes ¢ gting the

It was arguad that iFf the participetion group
went shesd, ons of the problems they would face
would be how to ensure that their group of
candidates subaltted to group or party discipline
both during the election ceampaign, and subsequent
to being slected, Tha posslbllity of running

for SAIC with antl-apartheld support could
attract opportunlsts who did not accept or

fully understand the arguments for participation,
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This could lead to them making slection
promises im an attempt to ensure eslection which
could not be Tulfilledy or which ram counter

to the programme of the groupy it could sleo
create confuaion once elected to SAIC in terma
of voting patterns on issues, statements and
speaches made, atoc,.

3). Campaign promises.

Aelated to the |ﬁﬁu- criticism was the question
of slection campalgn promises. While it was
understood that a major plank in the pro-
participation campaign would be one af

minimun demands ower issuss like ons man one

vote, relesse of political prisoners, etc,,
some nonsthaless Fearsd that the average voter
might still esxpect that ths candidate was
undartaking to improve or fucther the
community's immediate nesds (housing, roads,
facilities etc). If this happened, sxpectations
amonget voters would be raised; and iFf those

-:pini-tlnni wars not met, s process of apathy,
disillusionment snd rejesction of thoss who stood
for of fice might sst ins; They could becoms
associated in the minds of the voters with
opportunists who ran for SAIC for considerations
of prestige, personal gain; or to further the
intarests of the wealthy Indlian trading class

only .

4), The abil

campaign.

It was of great Importance whether the pro=
participation group could actuslly win the
election, defeatling the Refore Party backed
by the South African Black Alliance (SABA).
The guestion was raised by the boycott group
whather sufficisnt resources could be gathared
to run & high=profile; effective election .
campaign in all constituenciesa, Might the




atate not interfere to hamper their caspalgn
and covertly support that of other candidates.
There was concern relasd about the affects of
paniniplhlﬂﬂ in the election, and loosing

to another political party.

5)s The '"black middle Eil!" ptraktegy.

It was noted that the SAIC Ffitted into & wider
state strateagy related to the constitutional
proposals; and the attempt to create a black
'middle class" with a vested interest In soclety
much-as it currently is, The strategy seems on
tha ona hand to creats & relstively privilesged
african "labour aristocracy' imn the urban areas,
and on the other h-qﬂ to gradually involwa |
‘caloured"' and *Indian' leadership in declsion-
making (but to exclude the mass of coloured and
Indian workers)., The SAIC sesms to ba a state-
chosan vehicle for one part af thia strategy,
while Koornhof's regional counclle; comsmunity
gouncila; wieshahn and Riskert proposals Form
ancther aspect. Yhile msost progressive fTorces
are critical of Wiehahn and Aiekert, and while
moest urban african leadership raejects Koornhof's
committess, it might be difficult to explain
why progressive sections of Indian leadership
are adopting a different position; ie the
wtilisatlien of the structures, rather than

their total rejection, This could serve to
randar difficult any alliance bateesn

progressive Indian groups, snd other intsressts.

A large numbar of the objections ralsed
to the pro-participation position revolved
around the practical dynamice and difficulties
involved in actusl participation in SAIC
furctions, business and mestings; as oppossd

to participating in the elections themselvesa.
It was partially in response to thess
eriticisma that the pro=participatlon group

proposed a 'compromise strategy', whersby

they form a political organisation to conteat
the elections, but boycott tha actual business
of the SAIC iteelf, It was suggested that these
'boycott candidates' could facilitate tha
rais.ing of mass consciousnass, the building’
of a stronger organisation with close links
with the community, keep collaborators out

of '"leadership' positions on SAIC, while

not having to actually teake up a seat on

the council,

The debhate; however, wes not confined to
"Indian politics', Because of its general
importance; a large number of groups and
organisations intervensd in one way or
another, Gatsha Buthelezi, chief minister of
the Kwa Zulu Bantustan, warned that the anti-
Indian Counclil campaign was aimed not enly at
the SAIC; but also sgalnst "our South African
Black Alliance, at Inkatha and at thoas mesbacs
of our Indian and Coloured communities who
offar out their hand of Ffriendship". Buthelezi
alaoc warned that if the boycott campaign of the
anti=S5AIC groups was successful, it would imply
that co—operation with othar blacks was balng
rejécted by Indlans, and viclehce endorsed,

Un the okther nand; varlous groups partially
pr whally associated with the ideology of black
nantniuulnlil, rejected involvement in the SAIC
totally. The Solidarity Front, a prisarily
Lenasla=based group which includes AIAPD
president Curtis Nkondo, was formsd Lin mid-
August with the sxpress intention of oppoaing
any participation in the SAIC eslections. Nthato
Motlana of the Soweto Civic Association _

{ex Committee of Ten), speaking at a mesting
called by the Lenasis Peoples Candidates group,
opposed the idea of blacks working within
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governmant=created Lnstitutione,

Buhatever concesslona black peopla have
gained came as 8 result of sctivities
outaide the ridiculous Gowernment-created
institutions; You can't quote me a single
sxample of an aschisvemsnt by pesople working
within thess institutions;®

ha told the 750 people present at ths mesting.
Leader of the Peoples Candidates group,; Dfs
Rashid Salojes; endorsed Motlana's position,
adding that hims uruup; which dominated the
L.ﬂllil.ﬂlﬂlﬂli-nt Committes witlil it withdtew,
would not participats inm the SAIC slesctions.
tha South
African Council on Sport (SACOS) msde it clear

In tarms of its general policy,

that it rejected participation Ln any govern=
msant created instlitutions; Including SAIC,; CRC,;
Bantustan administrations, ste, Tha positions
of CHC membar Norman Middleton who is slso
president of the SACOS=affiliated South
African Soccer Federstion (5ASF), and

Gatsha Buthelezi who is patron of the EEEF.
have n-iﬂ conaidered at SACOS mestingsj =
recent spesch by SACOS president Hassan Hows
made . it clear that unless PMiddleton and
Buthelezi wers removed from thas Fld-:-tinn,
or rasigned their positions. in government=
crwated bodies; tha SASF Taced parmansnt
expulsion from SACOS; There are indications
that some of the pro=-partlicipation group in
Nats]l ware linked to SACOS,; which must have
made their position difficult and somatimes
cantradictory.

There was clesrly rather limited ground
for debate between thoss who rejected
participation in SAIC on tha grounds of
morality and principla only, and thoss who
acrgusd Tor participatien on the baals of
tactice.s The most Linterssting and productive
dabats Leanded te take place ‘bwhessmw thoss who




agread that the guestion was one of tactice,
but disagreed over which line was the more
advantageous to iﬂﬁllllnt in the eurrant
altuation, As mentioned, it was partially as
a reaponae to this interaction that the
resssssament group proposed the idea of
"boycott candidates® contesting the SAIC
elections; but boycotting the body Llteelf,

At the same time, the pro-participation

group inmdicated that thay ware unhappy about
contasting the slections unless they sbtained
agreament on thelr revised strategy from NIC
leadarship a8 wall aa other groupe. Thay felt
that to go ahead without the backing of such
groups both split the Indian left, and allowed
for the possibility of defeat in the slections
becauses of lack of solidarity and support on
the left.

It was presumably within this context that,
at tha end of Ssptember, people prominant in
the pro-reasssssmant group lssued a statement
aimed at restering unity, Signed by Yunus
Hohammed, Krish Govender and Pravin Gordhan,
the statement said that

#iftar dus consideration we firmly belisve
that the SAIC slectiona should be boycotted
and in this regard we commit ourselves to
the NIC programmeé,....The Indian community
is being subjected to divisive mancsuvres
by the state to further separate the
community from the othar Black communities,
to divert it from participation in the
national democratic struggle and to
establish as spokesman of ths community
slemants such as the Raform and Democratic
parties who would Tollow closely state
policies, .

In view of this onalaught it is imperative
that all progressives unite under the
banner of the NIC. We commit ourselves to
working towards this objective,

We are grateful to our president, Mr.
Gearga Sevparssdh whoas open, honest and
mature approach has contrlbuted
treamandously to the resolution of the

differences within the NIC and we pledge

gur support to his leadership.
This new=found unity betwsesn all groups opposed
te the SAIC was dus to have Tound expression
at an anti=SAIC convention in Durban in mid-
October, Some 200 delegates and observers
representing 29 organisations, including NIC,
A2APOy SACOS and COSAS gathered to launch &
campalgn of active bovoott ageainst the SAIC
slections, dus to be hald in March 1980.
Howawer,; the convention was postponed whan &
large group af blacks = some allegedly members
af Buthelezl's Inkatha movemsent, although
Inkatha has denied reaponsibility = tarcted
and feathared a repressntative of the
Transuaal=based Solidarity Front, Motlana
was due to have spoken at this conventlong
but was unable to attand, Tha parson tarced
and feathersd was mistaken by the attackers
for Motlana,; who was thelr target,

The basis of the groups attack seams to
hava bsan
a), that Motlana should direct his efforts
at leadership towardes africans in Natal
bafore speaking to Indians, and
b)s that if Indians conaidered themselves
to be blacks, thay should join the SABA led
by Buthalezl, and incorporating Inkatha, the
Coloured Labour Party, and the Indianm Reform
Partys

The issue of whether progressive democrats
should participate in the SAIC election is now
resolved, Agraement has been reached te launch
an active boycott campaign amongst the Indian

slectorate. A large numbecr of important
guastions have been raised, dealling with lssues
of strategy and tactics im the South Africam
struggle, Some of thess guestions remain
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unanswered, despite the current unity around
the boyecott of the SAIC, The most important
point remains: is it ever legltimate For
oppressesd groups to participate In structures
created by the oppressora in order to win a
tactical adwantage in the struggle? And if
the answer is positive, Ln what circumstances
is it correct to participate, and whan Ls
boycott the weapon of tha masses? The way

in which thea®s gueations are discusaed,

and the answers formulsted, will have an
imporctant besaring on future politieal
struggle in South Africa,

Llecn Zgse.
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COMMITTEE of
TEN

THE MOUD OF Soweto in June 1977 was militant
and demanding. For the past 2 or 3 months part
of this militancy had been focussed on the
Urban Bantu Council (UUC) and the related
issua of rent lncreases, In April 1977, after
recalving the go=ahead frem the UBLC, the West
Aand Bantu Affairs Administration Board (WRAB)
announcad rent incresses for Sowsto = in |nn;
instances of 80X or more. The snnouncement

was mat wilbth an explosive responee. Thousands
of studants marched on the WBL Chambaras in
protest agalnet the rent Llncreases. The
building was stoned and the militancy

- gantinued into the night with the atoning of

buses and the setting alight of twe beer=halls,
The Soweto Students' Representative Council
(SSAC) called for the immediate resignation of
membacs of the UBC, saylng thet since its
inception the UBL had consistently beesm used -
by the authorities to cppress their own
plﬁﬁli._Thli demand grew in the wesks that
followedi finally on 2nd June 1977 the UBC
collapsed with the mass resignation of 14

mambearsj this brought the total number of

resignations ko 23,

This was the context of thes emergence
of the Committes of 10, Shortly after tha
demises of the UBL; the Black Peoples'
Convention called on Sowsto to form a civic
body representative of avery bleck man's
aspirationa in the township, smidst ipinulltinn
as to who was going to take over leadership
in Sowate. Omn 27Tth Juma 1977 the Committes of
10 was formed at a mesting held in the World

nawspaper offices and attended by membera of
differant committess and ssscciations in
Sowato. Prominent amonget these were black
consciousness organisations such as SASOD,
BPC; SSAC and the Black Parents Association
(BPA)s Such was the context in which the
Ennﬁittli of 10 was formed = & contaxt
typified by a period of high militancy and
mass mobilisstion, with the Black Conscicusneas
organisationa as the maln driving forces. The
backimg that these organisations gave the
Committes aerved to legitimise and glive

eredibility to this new creation barm out

of the turbulence of Soweto at that time,

Surprisingly,; the Comaittes turned out
to be much milder in tons than one would have
expected in the circumstances, Its First move
was to announce that it was developing a blua=
print for local government in Soweto, which
would be delivered to the 61 black leaders
who had been present. at the Comaittes's
formation, It was reported that this would
be & meeting of'professional pesople and
representatives of organisations®, Once the
blue=print was approved, this new municipal
body would be formsally introduced to thae
people of soweto at a public relly. Thersafter,
representations would be made direct to the
Government which would ba presented with an
"altarnative body that thay will not be able
to refuse’.

The blue=print was presented on 26th July
1977, It proposed that am autonomous city be
created for Soweto with a council comprising
S0 slected mesbers., Tha council would be =
poligy=making body and would be structured
along the lines of other municipalities in
South Africaj it would have a management
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committes which would have powers to: pi--
legislationy control the bwdget, approve
ptoposals and delegate powers to a town clark
and heads of departmente. Provision would bs
mada for the slectieon of a mayor and deputy-
mayor,; Aevenus would be derived from rates and
taxes,; finea, fees, licensea duties, charges For
alectricity and other money which the
management committes would be empowered to
recovar, For thaases purpossa the blusprint
proposed the sstablishmsnt of freehold rights.
In addition, a five yesr development programms
to improve the guality of life In Sowsto was
outlined with the sum of RS5,000 million am

the basic financlal target needed to undectaks
the project,

Tha responsa of tha whits I;tlﬁlilhﬁlﬂt
to the blue=print was; on the whole; one of
relia? and approval. The Nationalist press
advised the government to take heed of the
proposals as the "structure envisaged is
not entirely beyond the bounds of currant
debate in Nationmallist Party circles™
(Transvaaler 268,07.77). The stated willingness
of tha Ten to speak to the governmant sbout
their plans reinforced the conviction that this
was a moderate and reasonable body. The :
Deputy=-minister of Bantu Affairs, PMr,
Cruywagen,; expressed approval that the
Committes had restricted itself to local
affaire and was not addressing itself to
national matters.

A hostile response came from the hards
liners in the Mationalist Party: Mr,; Carsl
Venter, deputy chalrman of WAAB,; sald that the
proposals were "impractical' and that the
Committes of 10 was looking for :nnf:qntitiun,
not for solutionsj this sentiment was wschowed

)



by Manis FMulder, chairsan af WAAB.

Howaver, after an initial period of
vacillation, the state. tightened the screws.
On 2%th July, the mass rally plannsd for 3J1st
July at which the blus=print was to have
been put before the people of Sowsto, was
banned. On 2nd August the Transvaler fssued a
viclous attack on the Committes of 10 claiming
that the latter propogated confrontation with
the government and that it was predosinantly
& Black Consciousness movement, using the
World as its mouthpiece. The next day, Community
Council slections were announced. The same day,
the Afrikaans newspapers challenged the
Committes of 10 to prove its leadership by
beinging the "unrest' to an end and by
parsuading students to return to their
class=rooms,s On the 6th Auguat a second mass=
maating of the Committes was banned, and a
clampdown on school=ghildren to make tham
raturn to school was reported.

On August 10th, Cruywagen refused to
maet with the Comaittas of 10. Two weeks
later, Manie Mulder attacked the Lommittes,
calling them "puppets' under the control of
"rnewspaperman’,; All these actions took place
in a context of an on-guing militant mood in
Soweto, with students still boycotting schools
and with continuous Llncidents of "wnrest'
taking place. The Committes of Ten were not
in a position to defend themaslves: thay
announced that they rejected the Community
Coungll slections and met with student leaders
in a bid to bring the aituation back to 'normal)
This they later abandoned when the students
proved to be determined to carry on their
boycotts Fotlana issued pleas to the Prime
Ministar to consult with the Committes of

10 on the future, which fell on deaf esars,
Having falled to act as mediators, the Committes
was elow in making any hesdway in sctually
organising the civie body which they announced
would be formed., Finally, on October 19th, 1977,
various Black Consciousness organisations wers
banned and their leaders, togethar with
Committee of 10 members,; were detained,

Let us pause hete a moment and reflect
an what happened in this Firast phase of the
devalopmant of the Committes of 10. Basically,
the mass militamcy and moblilisation of the
people of Soweto led to the destruction of
ong of the forms of political comktrol in
Sowsto, viz the Urban Bantu Council, The
latter was never & source of power in Soweto}
it served only to offer & pretence at power
its dismantling did not lead
to an affective weakening of control over

sharing. Thus,

Soweto because it had never had that power

or control. It had :lu!gr been a Fraudulant
gham and was recognised as such, The centre

of pewer, on the other hand, was WRAB, a

target still standing, And it was not only

the sxistence of WAAB which led to tha
oppression of the pesople of Soweto: it was

the whole grand apartheid system,; including
"homelande"'; pass laws; etc, which was the
source of oppresslion, 5o although the people
of Soweto had got rid of the UBC; they were
still swbject to the mational system of
oppreasion. This is not to say that the mass
uprisings of people in 1976/77 did not lwead

to certalin gaina For the oppressed, and defeats
for the oppressors (the present restructuring
of the state is certainly in part a response

to 1976/77)y rather, the battles of that pariod
constituted one moment im the process of
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resistance which will lead eventually to defeat,
In other words, Soweto '"76 did not signify§ the
seizure of state powsr, but it was still

highly significant in that i1t laid the
foundations for & new and more Forceful

asspault on the system, Thus the destruction

of the UBE did not signify the final liberation
of Sowsto, And it is in this context that one
must analyse the emergence of the Committes

of 10 and its proposals Ffor the sunicipal
autonomy of Soweto.

Tha smetgence of the Committes of 10

wae percelved at the time as an emergence of

a political orfgafnisation ™as a catalyst for
the political and soclial aspirationsa of town-—
ship residents®(Star 13.07.79). Tha first

task they set themaelvea was that of producing

a blue=print for the governing of Soweto, which
wae later to be ratified by the people of
Sowato, In drawing up thia constitution thay
did nat create the means wharsby tha people

of Soweto could sctually particlpate in Ehe
drawing up of the constitution. Instead of
playing & participatory role, the psopls of
Soweto were asked to play a ratifying roles
Calling a mass meeting of people to approve

of a plan already drawn up Lis vary differant

to the establishment of support groups at .

grass-roots levels who would have the democratic

right to submit proposals; approve and dis=

approve of the actions of the leadership of the
political party via wvarious methods and

structures, Although the Committes of 10 had

a pqilti:nl algnificance, they did not act

as a politicel party, in the sense of

mobilising, organising and educating people

st grass-roots levels thereby changing

their support base to an active cathar than




a sympathetlc membarship.

Moresover, as was pointed out earlier
on, the battle for the liberation of Soweto
had not yekt been won,; so0 that if a blue=
print for the Future was to be drawn wp,
the people of Soweto would have to be informed
as to how that goal of municipal autonomy
would be attained. The ispedimants to
municipal autonomy would have to be pin-
pointed, and a programme of action obwiously
requiring the support of the people, devised.
In other words, the blues-print for Soweto
was only a political demand, not a political
reality, given that the struggle to achisve
it had only reached the stage of the abolition
af the UBC.

The Committee of 10, emarging as it did
within that context, had the potemtlal of
tranaforming itself into an ective Force
im the locel politicae of Soweto, especially
as it emerged with more credibility than any
other civie gzouping Ln Soweto. but it falled
to consolidate its base by not actively setting
up democratic structures at grass=roots levels
whareby policy decisions and the election of
leaders couwld be wndartakenj moreover, it did
not set ws a progrance of action to achieve
the political demands it outlined, Instesd it
resorted to being a "spokesman-type" body,
with no active organisational backingp it

relied at that period on public statements

and mass meetings as the corner-stone of its
prograsme of actiom, This tendency to becoms

a volce rather than a fgrce was to increase in
the second phase of their existence, Lle the
period after kthelr relesse frem detentian tao
approxlimately the beginning af 1979, But
before golng om ko analyse this second phase

of thelr existence, it is leportant that
referante be made to the concept of "municipal
autonomy® .

It is interesating that a year after thae
demand for municipal automomy For Soweto was
made by the Committes of 10, various Indian
and Coloured communities were engaged in a
battle to resist the government policy of
autonomous municipalities for them. Tha
Lapour Party called for one nunicipality
for all citizens of each town and clky, saying
that®autonomous counclls would not be feasible
unless the rates of white and coloured pecple
in the areas concerned were pooled, or unless
Facilities in coloursd areas waers first
developed to match those of white arsas”
(SAIRAR: Survey of Race Relations, 197E).

This feeling was widespread throughout
coloured and Indian areasj a representative
of the residents of the Indian township of
Fhoenix was guoted as saying that "autonomy
is juat an extention of the apartheld poliey
whare the wvarlous race groups are forcibly
separated to "develop' on their own™ (Leader,
9,06.76)s An idea central to this thinking was
that the poverty of these areas could not be
overcome unless the resources of white areas
were shared with black areas,; which would not
pocur if autonomous councils were set up.

It would appear that the Committee of
10's justification of municlpal autonomy
(blacks ruling themselves) does overlook the
fackt that genuing self-=government can only
ogcur when the people have contrel over tha
wealth af the commumity, and wheara that
wealth is evenly distriouted, The inltially
positive response of those 1ln power to the

proposals of the Committes of 10 is itself
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an indication that the demand for local
self=government does not present a serious
threat to the status guo, and is a demand
which canmn be met, It ias not possible to ge
into & detailed analysis of the pro's and
con's of self=govarnment herej it ie worth
noting, however, that there are serious
problems surrounding the idea, which need
to be worked through and thrashed out.

The releass af five of the maore
conservative members of the Committese of 10
was not coincidentally linked with thea
Comaunity Council elections in Sowsto. In
fact; the state tried desperately to get the
backing of membars of the Committes for the
elections; but fFailed, as did the elections
which polled a low 6%, This attempt at the
co=option of the Committes was the first in a
series of concerted initiatives by many forces
in South Afrlea to draw the Committes of 10
inta their foldej this second phase of the
Committee's exlstence is characterised by &
pertiod of a dizzy whirleind courtship of tha
10 by liberals, big business and verligtes in
the Nationalist Party., That the Committee was
sllowed to exist, whilst all other militant
Black Consclousness movements were banned, is
an lndication that the powers=that-be saw in
the Committes a potential moderate and
reasonable force which could serve a useful
pUrpOSE,

The character of the Cosmittes of 10
changess No longer is it involved in iseues
primarily related to Soweto, but is treated as
& consultative body and spokesman for black
people, We Find the "10Y commanting on PFP
policy; organmising commemoratlon secvices,
maeting with the Broederbond; with the PFP,
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editorial

UNERPLUGYRENT Abw underamployment Ln Sauth
Africa currently stands at more than 2=
million people, the wvaat majority of them
being African wotkers, This situation is

of capitalism's own makingg it is nonsthsleass
of grave coneern to those invelved directly
in the South Africam aconomy, as wall as
those who ensure that soclety remalins
fundamentally thas same, Businesssmen are
expressing Fear that soclal unrest may

accompany the present levael of un-ﬂplnr!InL*
and are calling on the state to implement

~ programmes to alleviate the posltion, The

state; on tha other hand, is calling on
capitalists to wee labour=intensive techniguas
in production, This involves the uvse of mare
workers in relation to machinery and rew
material (means of production) smploved.

But not many people are looking for tha
cauasas of unemploymant, and laying blama whate
it gshould bet with the develogment of
capitalism in South Africa snd in the
relationahip batwaen South African capitaliam
.n& the world capitalist aystem.

Why unemploymant?

It is the mature of caplitalist -ncunulltinn’

itself which creates unemployment, The motive
force of caplitalist production, which ls the
creation of profits in order to accumulate

more capital, is at the root cauvse of growing
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ungmployment in South Afriea and other
capitalist countries, Put simply, there is a
tendency for capitalism to utilise more

and more productive sachinery in order to
increase the surplus produced by workers.
This tendency means that the prosnic composit
of capital changes as mors machinery is

introduced, and fewer workers are smsployed

relative to the means of production used.
The organic composition of capital refers to
the ratio of means of production to liwving
labour in production. It denotes the way in
which .the money capital advance® by the
capitallst ies split between buying means of
production (machinery, tools, raw msterials)
and labour-powsr (the capscity of the worker
to produce, which ils what capitalists buy
from workers).The capital advenced to buy
mgans of production is gonstgnt capitalj
that which is used to buy labour=-powar

(the potential or capacity to work) ias
referced to as varisble cepital.

One of the ways in which capital can
increase productivity is to uae mora conastant
capital in relatlion to varisble capital; is to
replace workers with machineryg (this im, of
coursey; Mot the only way in which productivity
can be incrsssed. The organic composition of
capital can remain gonstant while the working
day is made longer, or labour can be organised
to work more rapidly. But these methods do not
concern us hera). _

wWith an Lincreass in constant capital
telative to variable capital, pecple are
axeluded from esploysent in two ways, Some
are directly -uéludld in that they are
'replaced by machines and loss their jobasj
othars are Ilndirectly exeluoded, Ln that



Elack Sash; Urban Foundatlon and Uppenheimer,
participating in symsposiuss on Black Educatian,
axpressing views on the relationship betwaan
urban and rural blacks, attacking community
counclils and Inkatha, llkinﬁ fraquant comment
on issues in the press etc,. sto, It cannot be
denied that gulite often the 10 played a
progressive role in articulating opinions other
than those of the Buthelezli's and Thebshali's,
as wall as -llntlln}ng soms kind of political
momentus in & pericd whan mass militancy
had died down and the major nuiitlnnl
organisations banned. But the social forces
shaping South African history were changing,
& fact which was to have an effect on the
character af the Committes of 10,

The moat significant force was the
growing impetus to absorb and co=opt a black
middle=class as 8 buffer betweaen those in
powat and the massss,. The most effective way
of resisting this kind of onslaught is to
establish a democratic grass-roots organisation
which; by the desands it makes and tha action
it undartakes,; serves to highlight the modarate
compromises that middle—=class slements are
likely to make in the process of co-optation.
The militant mood of the masses Iin 76/77
kept the Committee of 10 from taking on any
mpdiatory role ie of restralning the militancy
of tha people. Once this militancy died down,
tha "10" was laft on lts own, subject to the
imperiaslist overtures of social Forcea
sdvocating a middle=class co-optation. Having
failed in an earlier periocd to embody the
eilitancy of the masses in an organisational
formy; the Committes of 10 became Lincressingly
distanced from a grass=roots base, Without
this organisational base; the Committee

dissolved inte & "newspaper/public platform®
partys And this kind of political party is
ideal for the purposes of co-optatlon in that
it doss not mobiliss and organise people at &
grass=roots level in a democratic Fashion,
thus providing & force behind thi volce of
tha parkys In other words, parcrt of tha
procese of co-optation is 1n=:llllnﬁ the
volce of the middle-classes whilst sllencing
tha voliece of the aoppressed majority. OFf course,
tha Committes of 10 camn never be put in tha
same class as the so-cslled 'puppets' of the
South African governmentj on a conscious and
vocal level they were oppossd to the co-optation
af the middle=cless, but this position was
undermined by their political practices which
wara sminently suitable for the processes of
Eu-nﬁtltlnn. =

The refusal to participate in Koornhof's
committess on urban blacks marks the beginning
af a third phase .in the Committes's history,
wiz the new era of the Black Consciousness
movemant, marked by exclusivist nationalist
positions in general, and by a refusal to

participate in government institutions in
particular. The decision to set up a Soweto
Civiec Assoclation and the emphasis which
Azapo places on the mobilisation of workers
was & taclt sdmittance that tha Black
Consciousness movement and its organisations
nesded to sstablish grass=roots support,; a
support which had gradually diminished after
a brief flowering in 1976/77.

The historical significance of this new
era of the Committes of 10 is difficult ko
assasa at this stage) morsover, it would be
insdeqguate L1f one were to analyse it ocutalde
of an analyais of the strength, ldeology and
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tactical positions of the exclusivist
nationalist movement presently emerging. What
is of critical astrategic significance is
whather this movesent is adopting the correct
responss to the present re-atructuring beling
undartaken by tha state and blg businsss.
Dbvwiously, the strong middle-class content of
the movement, l.8,; doctors; teachers; lawyers,
intellectuals,; patty traders, students; stc.,
is going to prove problematic for the farging
of alliances with the masses, Morsover; as
thelr ldeological position crystalllzes, Lt ia
going to accentuate the differences between
the warious political groupings,: In this way,
the battle=liness are going te bea drawh mOCe
sharply and with more precision,

BANTU EDUCATION

SOCIALISATION FOR DEPENDENCY .

N TION

EDUCATION doss not operats autonomously in any
society. In Durkheim's terms, it cannot be
underatood spart from its cultural context,
end it is that cultursl context which
determines tha focus and ideal of the
sducational system. ECducstion functions to
soclalize people about the way things appear
to be, rather than how fh-r are; or could be.
It treats sppearance as reality, and in so
doing, reflects and reproduces the social
relations of production in a particular

economic system, Thus, Bantu Education is an




aspect of the reproduction of the caplitalist
division of labour in South Africa. In ftself
it is not the cause of represalion and
inaguality = that lies in the structure and
functioning of the capitalist econoay (Sarup;
1978:167) = but it is dominant among what
Althusser (1971) refers to as the ideclogical

state apparatuses. In other wortds, 1t Ffumctionms

not only to reproduce skills, but also to
reproduce "submission to the rules of the
eatablished order™ (19713127),; and it coes this
by ideology rether than violence, Any analysis
of Bantu Education must, therefore, look not
only at facilities and statistics, but alse

at form and content, and at ths nesds of the
economic system which it serves. Willismson
(1974:8) writes that "Marxist writers such as
Althusser, have nevar entertained the illusion
that a capitelist society la capable of
sustaininy am education system which promotes
egquality™, According to Bowles and Gintis
(S5arup, 1978) schooling is the essential
machanism of the integrative function which
allocates individuals to economic positions.

1t produces a stratified labour Force for the
capitalist enterprise.

What, then, &re the specific needs which
Jantuy Education 1z designed to meet in the
South African econoay, and how does it go about
mgeting them? Most of this paper will deal
with the second part of the guestion. I shall
attempt briefly, now, to sucgest some
answers to the fTirst park.

The Eiselen Commission of 1945=31 reported
that ",,.., education hes the affect of making
the native more intelligent, more civilised
and more loyal and of increasing his wants"
('Aebusoa jgang',1977). This covers, broadly,

the two main aspects of education which relate
to the nesds of the capitelist sconomy Lin

South AfFricas thakt it "glgeipline them

{young Africans) so they can play a meaningful
role in the South African sconomy” (from a
report on proposed youth work camps for
Africans - Weskend Post, 79.,08.18); and that

it increass the dependency of potential workers
an ‘ths commoditlies of capitelist production

= this is a double dependency, both as consumer
end wage=earner,; the former role necessitating
the latter. According to "Rebusoajoang’
(1979:235) "the economy needs a stream of
literate; computing workers, comprehending and
articulating at lecast one language spoken by
their white superiors. The best way to obtailn
thig 1= to inerease their 'wants' in part
through sducation. At the same tise, to
gatisfy the white electorate; these skills
ghould not lead to expectations."

In what follows I try to show how Bamtu
Education functions to satisfy "the neeog for
blacks to play an increasingly important role
in providing skilled manpowar to sustaln
economic growth in South Africa™ (Bantu,
Department of Informetion publication, July,
197€); and; at the same time, the nesd to
maintain a compliant, passive labour fores,
ynaware of its own stpgngth. To explain this,
hﬁuqupr, it is necessary to have some under=
standing of Cramsci's concept of "hegemony’
and how it operates.

HEGEME XY

ACCORDING to Cramscl, class domimation is
exercised as auch through popular 'consensus'
in eivil society as through physical coerclon

by the state gpparatuses (there is an
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obvious link here to Althusser's ldeological

gnd Fepressive State Apparatuses). Beliefs,
ynluiu. cultural traditions, function on a
mass level to perpetuate the eaxisting order,
and this is the meaning of *ideological
hegemony'. Williams (1976) sees hegemony as
supposing "the exlstence of something which

is truly total, which is not merely secondary
or superstructural, like the weak sense of
igenlegy, but which is lived st such & depth,
which saturates the society to such an extent,
and which, as Gramsci put it, even constitutes
the limit of commonsense for most pecple
under its sway™, In other words, those who
live under a particular hegesony experience
the dominant ideoclogy as reality, Those who
are not part of the dominant group ’
sccept the group's definition

of them as reality. Stewe Biko (1972) put it
this way: "uho can resist losing respect

for his tradition when in school hias whole
cultural background is summed up in one wobd
= barbarism®™ [&unltinnll institutions are
important agencies in the transmlassion of the
dominant culture. They stipulate the parameters
of *reality' and prevent the development of

an alternative framework from which the
hegesonic culture canm be guestioned. They
define that which is worthwhile and, in
cepitelist societies, at any rate; channel
potential challengers into individualistic
campetition and aspirations while submercing
the ma jority In passive acceptance of thelr own
inferiority. '

When cracks becoss .pp-iint in the
hegemonic rule, the repressive apparatuses of
the state have to be used, as happenesd in
Sowato in 1976, Recent changes in legislation




affecting Bantu Education have been aimed at
covering those cracks rather than at any
significant change of direction. Wwhat remains
unaltered is a commitment by those Iin power to
a systom of differential educetion, besed on
tace whichy; on the whole; articulstes conven=
iently with class, -
DIFF ATION

DUREHEIN believed that sducation should be
both common and differentiated = cosmon for
social conseosus and to reinforce homogeneityj
and differentiated ao that the child might be
prepared for the function he would have to
fulfil as & member of a particular social
Coleman (1966) sees the differentiated
aystem as sllowing "tha community's collective

class.

nead For & treined labour force, end the
middle class individéal's interest in a better
education for his own child®™ both to be met,
while at the same time, being "designed to
prevent a wholesele challenge by the children
of the working-class to the positions held for
:Hlldr]n af the Iidﬂll—éllll;“
to be sn sssumption that the class structure

There appeaars

is immuteble, and thiz sssusption is fuelsd

by the viclous cycle affect of providing an
education which trains people sccording to
their "opportunities in life', "This :nnnlth
of differentiated curricula uses the expected
future to match child and El!!lﬂulul*.tﬂﬁlllln.
1966:219), and tekes as given the problematic
notion thet working class children, or black
children, or minority group children, have
restricted futures. By accepting this without
question, and providing & limited education
to match that restricted future, differential

sducation ensures the continuetion of the cycle.
Bantu Education is an example par excellence

of thiss 3Sut it is worth noting that the
removal of differential sducation doss not
automatically imply equality of opportunity

or of achisvement, if it is not accomspanied

by tha removel of differential socio=-economic
conditions and walues given to background and
culture, ie you can't have eguallty of ocpport-— .

unlity without & good deal of equality of
condition,

HISTORY
AT this point ] would like to take a necessari-
ly brief look at the history of African
education in South Africa, for, although Bantu
Education is & product of Nationalist Govern-
ment, differential education and the debate
ovaer Africen education long predates 1348,
Until 1850 African education was a purely
missionary endeavour (Havighurst, 1968). My
interest here,; however; lies with the latter
period.

Tha South Afriecam Native Affairs Eﬂllillinnl
of 1905 steted that whet was desirable was an

educatlion which placed heavy emphasis on
industrial training because it had the
particular adveantage to the Mative of Fitting
him for his position in life (Rose and
Tumnar, 1975)."* The Commission oid not add
that it also had the particular advantage

to the whites of providing a cepanddnt

and useful labour Force.

The Phaelps=Stoke Report of 1922 (this was |
an International commigsion composed of
Amsricans, Englishmen and Africans) cams to the
"In view of the obvious
need for relating education to conditions of

following conclusiong

1lifey it rmey seem susprising thet some

educated Hatives heve been opposed to any
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departure from the existing conventionalised
school systema. Intimate knowledge of the
nature of those protests reveals their origin
to be fear of any movement for segregation of
the black people. Past experisnce has convin=
gome of the educated Netives that departures

from the white man's methods have too Freguent-

cad

ly maant an inferior provision for the black

people, They are thersfore naturally suspl-
clous of adaptatlions as the entering wedge
In 1936 tha

Welsh Commission [an inter=departmental

for educational segregation.,™

committes on Netive education) reached the
following concluslong 'Frqp the avidence
before tha Committes 1t seems clear that thers
still exists opposition to the education of

the native on the grounds that (a) it makes him
lazy and unfit for sanual workj (b) it makes
him cheeky 8nd -lgas docile as a servant and
{e) it estranges him from his own people and
often leads him to despise his own culture,
Those who bring forward such criticlisms in’
someé cases add that it is not to education

as such that they object, but to the wrong
While these
egriticisms of the present syatem are not
without foundation, the sim that most of such

critics-have at the back of their minds is

that we must give the Hetive an education
which will keep him in his place" (Rose and

Tumnat, 19?5;!!1—1], The commissioners Qo an
- "The education of the white child propacres
him for life in & dominant society and the
education of the black child for a subordinate
society,”

While acknowledging differences in life
opportunities, the commissioners asked:
"Should sducation lead or follow the social

(present) types of education,




order?® Unfortunstely their wisdom went
unheeded, 2*

Whan the Nationalist Party came to powar
in 1948 it sppolnted s commission on Native
education in South Africa (known as ths
Eiselen Commission), Wwhile the Commission
concluded that ®"The Bantu child comes to
school with a basic physical end psychological
endowment which differs so far as the commiss=
=tenars have bsen abledko.detsrmine fres the
sevidence set before them, so slightly, If at
all, from that of the European child that no
special provision has to be made in educational
theory or basic aims®™ (quoted in Hartsherne,
1953), by sccepting a positiviet and function-
alist approsch to sducation as given, ths
commission willingly laid itsslf open to being
used as the foundation of the 1953 Bantu
Education Act which sntrenched the practice of
differential education for blacks and whites
in South Africae.

The Act provided for the sstablishment
of government achools for Africansj for the
transfer of the administration of native
schoole from the provinces to the unlionj and
for theses sehools to bes administered by tha
Native Affalrs Department,; rather than the
Department of Education. An smendment to this
Act; passed in 1955, pegged the genaral
taxpaysrs' contribution to African sducation
at R13=million, with further increases in
sxpenditure to be Financed by the Bantu them=
selves, thus giving statutory Tarce to the
myth af the dual sconomy in South Africa.
[According to this myth there ls & "developed"
and an "underdevelopad" sconomy in South Africa,
the two being independent of sach other, 1In °
fatt, underdevelopment is the teverss side of

development; the one occurring at the sxpense
of the other = they are Inextricably linked.

LEGISLATION: aims and changes

Alss

WHAT were the declared aims of the Ackt?
According to Dr HF Verwoerd, the then
Minister of MNative Affalrs, "Education must
train and teach pecple In accordance with
their opportunities in life, according to the
sphere in which they live®™ and "Natiwe
Education should be in accord with the policy
of tha S5tate.... Good race relstions cennot
exist when the education is given wnder the
control of pecple who creaate wrong axpecte—
tions on the part of the Native himsslf™

(5A Qutlook, 1953). Further, he saids: "It
is sbundantly clear that unplanned sducation
creatas many problemas, disrupts thes communal
1ife of the Bantu snd sndangers ths cosmunal
1life of the Eurcpean® (quoted in Jones, 1970).
"The Bantu sust be guided to serve his own
comsunity in all respects, Thers is no place
for him in the Euvurepean community above thae
level of certain forms of lsbour® (Verwcerd,
1954524),

There is no attesmpt in thess statements to
disguise the Tect that Bantu Education is meant
to fit tha African child for an inferiar,
subordinate role in South Africen soclety.
More recently governmant spokesmen have denled
this, but Verwoerd's notorlous words have not
besn forgotten by bleck South Africans. The
Sowsto Teachers' Action Group sees Bentu
sducation as "a Broederbond controlled
political wespon used by whites to ensure their
continued dominance of blacke™ and as being
"geared to lndoectrinate blacks to despise

themsalves snd bow down to white people®™
(Sunday Post, 79.07.25).
Changes
IN 1972 an Act was passed removing the
finsncial provisions of the 1955 ssendasnt,
This ssendesnt (sentionsd above) had made
incresses in public expenditure for Bantu
Education contingent upon Bantu sconomic
productivity and tax revenuss, themsslves
dependent on the genaral level of Bentu
sducational achisvessnt. The result was sn
incressing backlog and deteriorstion in African.
mducational facilitiss, which, despite the Act
of 1972; and particularly given the differen=
tial spending on black and white sducation
(ses later); have besen; snd will be, hard to
sradicats., At the beglmning of 1978 thers was
a backlog of 700 clsssrooms or 40 schools
in Sowste slens.(Ksse-Berman, 1978:185).
(This is further cospounded by the ssphasis
on bullding secondary schools enly iIn the
'"homelands', although, since Sewsto 1976,
this has, apparsntly, besn somswhat relaxed).
The Education snd Trainimg Act which was-
passad sarlisr this year replaced the Bantu
Education Act of 1953. (Since the beginning
of 1978 the Depactssnt of Bantu Education has
besn renssmed tha Departsent of Education and
Training. Is this as cosmstic end
unconvineging & measures as soma of the proviaiona
of the.new Act = or doss it hawve aymbolic
significance?) The Act allows for a more
flaxible spplication of the medium of
instruction provisions of the sarlisr Act,
Whiles this msay bs the result.of tha lesson
learnt st Sowsto, the langusge issus was
obviously only the "last straw' rather than
the cause of the 1976 uprisimg. The Act
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declares as its aim and objective the intro- Board, but, givem the minute fraction of African 15505, seen ltself in the role of noble and
duction of compulsory education in all areas, students (0,3%) who reach matriculation level
but does not couple it with Free education,
whieh caste greave doubts on Lts viability.

aisunderstood benefactor in the realm of

and given that differential education but egual African education.” The basis of its claim

examination can only result in high failure to have done ao much for African ldu:ltiﬂﬂrlult
The Aet provides for the matriculastion or rates among the African students, this be guestioned. Certainly tha numbers of Africen

sanior certificate examinatlon to be that of,

or the sguivalent of, either the Cepartment of

National Education or the Joint Matriculation

hardly seems an important concession. ehildren at school have rlsen both absolutely

The government, from the statements of its and proportionately,; but from 1955 to 1971
spekesmen, has, since the second half of the the pupil/teacher rose from 45,5 to 57,8

LESSON 10.

THE COMING OF THE 1810
SETTLERS.

English, starving, Government, strange,
party, drought, farm, settlers, leader,

When the fl;]'ll:ll:gl against Napoleon was eat, . They helped them to build their houses and
over, the English soldiers returned to their At last the day came for them to leave their plough their lands. They showed them what
homes in England to find that they could get own land. were put into parties of ten, to plant and when to plant.

-y eal, hﬂ and most other food Each 1::{,: , one of whom was hﬂlﬂﬁtﬂﬁlt:?tlmﬂ hnli:;verl':;r.-n on a

cost much money. ' William Shaw, the great missionary. iv worked in towns

i were not very happy on the small sailing ships Some had never before had a garden or held a

that took three months to reach South Africa. spade in their hands, Some buried their seed

femnpk to plough and sow it There were so many people on the ships that two feet under the ground and waited for

D farmers along the Great Fish River there was not much room to move about. them to grow! Drought came, the rivers

lived far from each other. Often m Sometimes the sea was rough and many were dried up, the became brown, the animals
were locking after their cattle w 1 sca-sick. All were 'Mrya P when the starved and the plants died.

the Ama- -who stole a

ships sailed into Algoa and landed at the After the drought came heavy rains which

place where Port Eli now stands. filled the rivers, drowned their sheep and

nd stea.

nple were
FIEI:IH to the Engh
that some of these
to South Africa. He said he would give them
big farms and help them buy food, oxen,
wapcon s, ploughs end seeds the first year.

When the English Government promised
tn give tickets 10 those who wanted to go to
South Africa, many men sent in their names
ard said they would like to take their wives
and children o a new land and make new
home-s where there would be enough food to

How strange it must have been for those
new settlers to stand on the land and see not a
house inirnru:g:nm;nd Dutch ['""mh. - were
waiting with waggons on which were
long white tents. I';;vﬂ before had b:‘;hq
secn waggons pulled by oxen, never are
had they seen little black boys leading oxen
over the veld. It waa strange at night, when
the waggons were outspanned, to sit beside
the fire and eat muli:g:m porridge. They
had never seen mealies growing |

When each r:i reached the land that had
been given i:;E e Government, the few
I.hin.'l they brnught from England were
taken off the ons and thev were left an
the wide open veld. Often there was not a
house to be seen.

The Dutch farmers living along the Fi:h
River were very good to the new suitlers

cattle and washed awav their gardens. The
Ama-Xhoss crossed the Great Fish River
and stole their cattle and set fire to their
homes while they were ing. Some
wished they had staved in Eng to starve
and many left their farms and went to the
towns where they found work.

More staved. Thev were too brave to run
away and had learnt 1o love the land with its
bright sunshine. Year by year they learnt




{ Troup, 1576), while the drop-out rate at
African schosls is exceptionmally high., FMany

of the ressons for this can be found by looking
at hard Flgures.

FACILIT

LIBERAL eritiques of Bantu Education have
tended to concentrate on facilities rather than
on form and content. Thus, egualisation of J
gxpenditure is seen as crucial, covering
compulsory free education; teachers' salaries,
removal of double sessions, reduction of pupil/
tll:h!t ratias, provision af laboratoriess and
librariss, school fesding scheses, improved
teacher gualifiecations, rather then what is
gctually taught or how 1t is taught. Auerbach,
speaking at the 1959 SAIRAR Conference on Santu

Education, concluded that, on the whole,
shortcomings were not of the curriculas “which
ara reasonably balanced, nar of syllabuses
which, generally, are educatiocnally sound."
Obvicusly the reforms suggested by liberal
educationzlists are important, an} some of the
actual flﬁur-l involved are given below.
Mevartheless, the problems of Bantu Education
go Far beyond expebditure a5 I shall attempt
to show in the Ffollowing section,

Undoubtedly, differential education in
South Africea has mcant differential access to
resources, This has been partly excused by
the dual economy =yth, and partly by the
"homelands® policy, in terms of which all
Af sican South Africans are cltizens of a
"hemaeland® and so thelr education should be
"momeland'centered and ultimately *homelandt?
nnntr:llld." In figures this means that in

the 12767 period the average per capita

axpenditure on the education of a white child

was ABES4, on an Africen ehild in the "comson
area'" R&4B,55 (mll fFigures taken From Ehae 1578
SAIRR Survey of Race Relations, and Africans
referred to are from the "common area',; unless
ptherwise stated).

In 1978 the pupil/teacher ratio at white
schools was 13119;7; in African schools 1:49,2.
Whereas in African schools only 12% of school=
gaing children ware entolled at secondaty
school (0,95 in the final two years), in white
schools 35,8% were enrolled at secondary
schools (5,6% in the Final two yezrs). In
1978 only 2,3 of African teachers had
university degrees; 21,3, had anly a Jjunior
certificate or less., On sversge; Africanm
teachers earn 67% of the salary of a white
teacher with the same gualifications. Ouring
1977 there were 19 183 African student teachers
enrolled for teachar tralning courses,
compared to 13 167 whites, serving, respective=
ly, populations of 19 369 500 and 4 365 000
[this covers the whole of South Africa,
including the Transkel region). The biss
towards white education is obvious, The
accumulative affect iz both vicious and aelf=
parpeatuating.

Fost revealing of all, perhaps,; is the
drop=out rate among African schoal children.
Dut of a total school population of 4,5=
million only 2% get to Std 7 (Financial
Mail, 77.12,09), . In & study done by Prof
A Tunmer (Ahodes), he found that one out of
two children had dropped ocut by S5td 3, one in
five in the first year (EP Herald, 77.10.18).

A writer in the Santu Educationsl Journal
(Deperteent of Information) in April, 1978,
had this to say abosut the drop=out ratex

"There are varloug Factors which contribute
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to this phenomenon. The parent or the school
may be at fault, or possibly the opportunities
for work which present themselves may cause the
child to leave school. However, here I wish to
concern myaelf solely with the child as

In the light of the preceding
figures; and in the context of the socio-

factor.®

economic conditions im South Africa, such an
emphasis on the child must appear wilfully
blinds

According to Mr Fanyana Mazibuka, Secre-
tary of the Soweto Teachers' Actlon Committes,
"From the financial discrimination all other
inegualities flow"™ (RDM, 78.01.12). Thise is,
however; guestionable. The difference does
bot lie only in money and numbers, The fore
and content of Bantu Education are geared
towards the reproducticon of an obedient,
dependent workforce, particularly st the
junior school level. As BBE of Africam
gchool=going children are enrolled at
Jjunior school, the curriculum, syllabus and
text-books at this level are particularly
significant,

EEEH E!E ;guT;gT

BOWLES (1977:137) sees mass education as
gnsuring social control and political stability.
It instills discipline, punctuality, acceptance
of euthority and individusl :nguunt:hilit?f all
of which are needed by workers, particularly

in & capitalist society. According to l
Postman (1970), "If you cannot read you cannot
be an obedient citizen®™, and “an important
function of the teaching of reading is to make
students ‘sccessible to political and historicasl
myth." Hantu “oucation syllabuses and text=

books are geared towards training ocbedient
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citlzens and workers and propagating convenient the work ethic, and a negation of the role lack is hite is good

myths. Elacks must be taught to respect the of blacks in South Africen history (Adler, This myth is particularly prevalent inm the
values of white, technological societyj to 1973). _The myths that come through are (a) teaching of history, where the emphasis is
equate progress and civilisation with Eha that black is bad and white is good, {b]'ih-t on "the white man who carries truth to sevages
coming of the whites man to Scuth Afcica. : apartheid is natural and given, and (c) that = all-white truth® (Fanon, 1967:147).
Intrinsic to this ls the acceptance of the . obedient submission ls the "natural' role of According to the Santu Education (BE)
necesaity and sacrecdness of law and order, the black man, Soclal Studies syllabus for 5td 5; "The aims

LESSON 121. cold in winter. The country was dry and roads for the waggons; lions roared round
bare with few trees and gardens. Moeal, the tents at night and sometimes carried off
CECIL JOHN RHODES. :lﬂlil.'l. sugar, tea .fnd u;lhﬂc food were dﬂ:;-k md; "'"-:“ﬂd“f‘ stung by Ffmﬂ;"
I'G'I.E]'II rom 1 and cost an # animals had to o
Mﬂ,ﬂﬂ#.lﬂmmd.mlhﬂigrmhli. -muchmn?tj'-—-l nfmul:mt ve pounds, food ; but on and on went brave
war, member, Parllament, Prime ' : slowly until they reached the place where Fort
The farmers who had water on their farms .y P
Minister, done. sold it to the di . So much water was Victoria now stands. Here they outs

il John Rhodes was born i nd in wanted for the earth that there was and began farming and looking for gol
lliciml em:h not a “m?gmbfﬁ:-hm very little i;nhmg bathing, cooking, and washing _The Matabele were brave strong men who
he was seventeen 'ﬂdﬁl ather sent him es. It cost one shilling and sixpence to did not like to see the White settlers in their

to South Africa where he hoped the beautiful have a shirt washed and ironed. land. They stole and murdered until some
sunlight would make his boy strong. This hard rough life did not kill Cecil ﬂ'm'.m war ll‘» J:l rum-:l ﬂltﬁ- “,‘,‘;
Cecil's brother was a farmer in Natal and to - Rhodes, who found many dismonds and -y killed a small party

became rich. When he had enough money, soldiers and war began.
he went back to England to college with boys

younger than himself. He wanted to leam

more and more. In the long holidays he

came back to Kimberley to work on his

diggings.

When he left coll he returned to South
Africa and worked hard to make more money.
He did not want to buy large houses, fine
clothes and rich food. IL wanted money so
that he might help to make his country great,

At that tme the coumt
Limpopo River was called
Great Chief was
many visits to
sell some of the great
said he could send some White settlers into
the country.

Khama let !hﬂdtlhﬂﬂd:lfiuﬂﬁrthﬂtat
Bechuanaland to the North and on this
way he spent thousands of pounds,

The men he sent into the new country
which he called Rhodesia were brave and wise,
After they left the railway they found no roads.
The country was covered with thick forests
and trees had o be chopped down 10 make




of the teaching of History are: to show the
pupil, through the study of the past, how man
has reached his present stage of development®
and "to Foster an apprecistion of the ideals,
achigvemants and historlecal charscters that can
influence his own personality for the good."
The South African history studied in 5td &
covers "(1) Jan van Risbeek and his work as
founder; (2) Van Riebeek's successors."

A Form 2 and J Social Studies textbook

(Van der Merwa et al, Sona Press, 1973; guoted
by Adler, 1973:122) tells the African student
that "1f the white man did not intervene (in
the Zulu ward), there probably would have been
a much smaller number of Bantw in South Africa
today", while' a Std 4 supplementary reader

(the Gowvan English Readers for Bantu Schools,
1974), is filled with wolraad Woltemade,

Pieter Aetief and Cecil John Rhodes. In "The
Coming of the Outch™ chapter the African school
child can read how "The Hottentots killed their
herdboys and stole their cattle™ but “"These
brave men did not give wup.™

In the ssction on the 1820 Settlers:

"The Ama=Xhosa crossed the Great Flsh River and
stole their cattle and set Fire to their homes
while they were sleeping."” In the chapter on
Mmoshesh: ™At last in 1870 after there had

beern much fighkting, murdering and cattle
stealing Cueen Victorla sald she would protect
Besutoland and let the chief gowverm his own
people with the help of a wise man gent From
England,™ God is aluays on the white man's
gide; white man are always "brave and wise";
bleack men, until they accept christianity end
commerce, always steal and Burn, The History
gnct Geography syllabuses zre generally very
limited in scope,; particularly in the lower

standarZs. Thus, actcording to JW Macguarrie
[196% ),"the child who pesses Std & will have
learned no history other thanm that of South
Africasso.he will have learned, however, aboul
such wusaful and exciting things as the
reference book, the labour bureaw eand control
megasures in ueban aress.” While the environ-
ment of the white chilg is seen as the world
of man, for the African child it is his
maglsterial district and his homeland,
Apertheld as natural

Apartheid and the "homaland' policy are
treated throughout the syllabuses ae natural
and god=givan, rather. than as & particular
gavernmant's policy. Anythlng opposed to the
palicy is seen as "wrong'.

Thus, im Schoeman and Prior's "Soecial
Studies Std 53 & Junior Secondary Course"
(Pretoria, 1957 = guoted in "Rebusoajoang",
1979) the writers tell the student thet "the -
tribal system, which is part of the life af
the black man In South ffrlica, remains"™
(p 99); that "experts (people who know - sic)
tell wus that by 1980,.9,3-million pesocple
will be living in the homelands™ (without any
reference as to how they will get thera).

Van der Ferwe et al {op cit) tell the reader
that "the function of pass laws ls to protect
the people who sre already pecmanently

resident in the cities and to see that the work
of pur people is not takenm away from them by
forelgners from across the borders.”™ (p 174).

The Environmental Studies ayllabus for
Stcds 1 and ¥ gives as fits aims: 1) The pupll
should realise that he it a member of a
perticular community and that he is bound by
various ties to particular groups of people

in the community, as they are represented, for
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exemple, in his home, his sehool, his church,
his residentisal area end his tribe. Theze
groups serve him directly or indirectly and
he inmturn owes them loyalty and co-operation,
At a later stage larger loyslties can be
developed,™

In the S5td 5 Vocatlonel Guldance syllabus
there 1s & sectlion om the "Physical aspects of
the occupation®™ which asks teachers to stress
“"The soclal and economic value of employment
neat one's place of abode rather than having
ko travel b0 work™, while the 5td &4 RAeader
guoted sarlier has twas zhapters on the

advantages of golng to work on the gold minn:.‘

The section on "Political Development™ im the
5td 5 syllabus deals exclusively with Homelands,
functions of the Oepartment of Baentu Adminis=
tration and Development and Bantu Education,
Trihll and Comeunity Authoritiss and Bantu
Administration Affairs Boards (BAAB).
Obedient subm n

Inthe 5td 5 Vvocational Guidanca syllabus
teachers are told they must emphasize the
importance of loyalty to one's employer; of
punctuality, neatness, honeaty, politeness,
guiet behaviour, ete. The Environment Studies
syllabus for Stds 1 and 2, gives as one of
its aims that the African child must "realise
that lews are necessary ta the people of any
community for hermonious living together.
Consequently teaching should lesd the child
to do naturally, and therefore willingly,
what society has prescribed as correct, good
and commendable.”™ In the Sub A Religious
Instruction syllabus we find as part of a
sub-theme: "“God also loves little giril1

he used the obedient little girl, Miriam, to

look after her brother™ and "dod also wsaed a




little girl carried away as a slave. He loves
ghildren like this too."

Textbooks Interpret the syllabus for tha
teachers and children. Thua, in Schoaman and
Prior (op eit:92), "we have seen that one must
hawe eertain basic characteristics such as
honesty, trustworthiness, honesty (twice), etc
to make a success of life end Job.,™ In the Std
& supplementary reader (op eit): "If a man
ghows that he Ls hardworklng, brave and
-ululp he is puk in charge of & small party
and paid mors money® (this is re working on
the gold mines, where the work is dascribed as
- "gome drill holes in the hard rock; into thase
a European miner puts fuses").

The Africen child is being prepared far
his/her role in the South African economy, a
role which in terms of money, status, and
potential, is inferior to that for which the
whits child is prepared. An interesting point
here is the way in which the role for which
thes blaok girl is prepered combines elements
af both the sexist and class starsotypes.

Thus Bantu (July, 1976) in an article on
nEducetion for South Africae's black pecples™;
included the following passage on vocatipnal
training for girls:

Thers are a number of courses avallable
to girle who have completed at least

a primary school education. Most of-,
these courses serve a dual purposa:
They prepare the girls for their future
task a5 homemakers and also traln them
as workers, particularly in the textile
and clothing industries.

Form :

1 have discussed, so far, the content of Bantu
Education. HMention shoule also be made of

the farm, This is linked to the previous
section on facilitles, for the lack of

resources, the size of the class, and Lill-
trainead teachers lead to an suthoritariasn
ethogs and rote-=learning, with & high premium
on obedience and punctuality rather tham on
creativity and independence. This slots in
well with the aims of BE. According ko
Barbagll and Dei (1977) authority learned in
the class leads to an attitude of complete
subordination to the political authbrities.

The sum total of the effects of BE iIs the
acceptance of the status guo and the hegemonic
dafinition of its
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What fis called "underdevelopment' ls at
its deepest root & state of prostration
of the spirit; objectively a situation so
defined by an overbearling cultura and,
sub jectively, tne conditiom of & mind
which has meaekly internalised Lts
prescriptions (da Veiga Contintieo, 1972).

Part of this "underdevelopment' Lnvolves
tine incorporation of an alite group inta thae
white, privileged,; middle=class :ulhurl.E'
For the few who reach matric, and Tor thosa
who teach within the BE system, there is tha
possibility, at least, of lntlgrliinn inta
middle-eclass values and life-atyle. This

LESSON 128.

THE GOLD MINES (Part 1.)

mines, taxes, million, belmet, miners,
cages, drill, fuses, trucks.

he travels by train to the

he chooses which mine he wants to .
Some men return again and again to the same
mine, others go to different mines. Those
who go up for the first time like to go to places
where they have friends. Each man promises
te work from nine to twelve months. At the
end of that time he may return home or he
may atay for a longer time if he wants to do s0

g

g g
ir =2

1

a
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TTunhluI|p1w;um1:|ut
so that the roof may not fall
who are working underneath.

H




possibility, limited theugh it is, of social
mobllity operates as a form of social conmtrol.
Social mobility, or possibility thereof,
reguires the acceptance of the parameters
already satablished by those who have power.
Thers is certainly no guestion of challenging
the status quo at a structural lewvel,

COHCLUSION

BANTU Education cperatea at . many levels to
gnforce dependency. It takes as given kthe
subordinate role of tha Africans Iin tha
labour force. It reinforces the notion that
what Africans have theay owe to whites. It
teaches that the present sconomic and politi-
cal dispensation is right and good eand that the
African is in the white man's land on sufferanc
Above all,

it tsaches that the African's role in the

South African sconomy is Aas worker and consumer.

i f |nﬁh|pl.ll passive ocbedience.

BE opans Africans to the influence of maass
media which entices them with the commodities
of capitalist production, and it teeches them
that the way to get these commodities ls
through bein: a good (wobedient) worker.

To this end it offers basic literacy, numeracy
and jnb-rlllt-ﬁ skills within a Framework of
valuas that denigrates what is black and
sulogizes what is white.

¥essthe most potent weepon in the hands
of the uppriilﬁ: is the mind of the oppressed.™
Stave 3ike (1972)

FODTHOTES

1. The 1992 report of an sducational conmiss-
ion on education in the Cape Colony (Rose and
Tumner, 1975:215) contains the following memo-
randum from a certain Mr Levey:t "as far as
posslble, I would at these schools teach every
occupation that a servant is required to do in
tha colony... The present system of education
is not only a waste of mOnNey...s Dut manay
spent in reising up &n arey of disconktents,
who sconer or later would become a serious
danger to the country.,” Tha fihal report of
the commission concluded (p 217) that: "“Thare
should be a definite regulation that one half
of the aschool time required of those in
attendance shall be devoted to such manual
training as can best be followsd in the local
sss The "literacy' instructlion senctioned in
native schools should be purely slementary.®

2+ By contrast; Fick published a treatise on,
#The Educatebility of the South African
Mative™ in 1939 in which he statess "The
inferiority of the Native in Educatability...
limits considersbly the proportions of

Hatives who can benefit by education of the
ordinary type beyond the cudimentary.™ In
1949 the Federation of Afrikesns Cultural
Societies (FAK) wrote of Bantu Education:

"y believe that any system of education of
the native should be based on these three
principles (guardianship; no levelling,

end segregetion), with this proviso... that
the financing of native sducation be pleced on
such & baels that it does not take place at
the cost of European education™ (Jones,
1970254,5).,

3: The Ban Eion 1] of October

1975 (Oepertment of Inrurnlqun publication)
talking of a "new orientatlon in Industrial

sub jects™ course, seys: "The Department meets
the costs, for it accepts this service as

part of its educational task In the genarasl
developsent of the black man in tha Republic

af South Africa™, The isplication here is

that the government does not ows-ithe black

man anything, but, nevertheless, contributes
towsrds nis education in & spirit of service
and altrulsm, Moreover, comparisons '
are made between black South Africans and the
rest of black Africe, rather than between black
and white South Africans, between whom,
spparently, there is an unbridgeable ontologl=
cal distinction, Thus Prof JJ Fouris, a member
of tha Netional Advisory . Educatlon Council;
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could write in 19663 "why pick on the Sbuth
Africen Hetlionallst government which has .done
sore Tor the educztion of its non=-white

masges than most other governments in Africa
can boast of?™ (guoted in Hunter, 1966:¢310),
while Eric Louw, then Minister of Forelgn
Affairs, spesking in 1961 (gquoted in

Biermann, 1963), declared that: ™The great
progress made in Bantu Education in South
Africa is considerably in advance of that made
by most other Africen countries. The succeass .
obteined is due to the fact that an sducetional
gystem has been evolved which recognises that |
educational methods designed for Eurcpesan and
Amerlcan children with different background
habite and behaviour patterns cannot simply

be grafted on to the methods used for children
that have grown up under entirely different
circumatancee. In moet cmses thess children
are acqualnted only with valumss; intsrsste and
baheviour patterns learnsd from & Bentu mother,
and are more often than not living in
surroundings appropriate to an early stage of
civilizetion,"®

4, Thus we have the then Minister of Education
and Training,; W Cruywagen, saying he could
foreses "developments leading to a situstion
whars the homeland governments would have a
full say in the sducation of thair subjects

in white areas"™ (Rapport, T8.02.19).

5 Black teachers are susceptible to this mode
of incorporation, The April, 1979, editorial
of [{Department of Education and 1
Training publicetion) was devoted to the

Almege of the Department™, and had this to

sayt "There are... ssthods and ways by means
of which teachérs can alr their griswvances f
without harming the image of thelr depactesent.
fambers of family do not denigrate sach other
in public:™ Soweto 1976 showed that . this
soclial control does not always work, that
gometimes the limited rewards are not seen as
being worthwhile by all teschears and students.
Havertheless, wvhera BE is the only sducation
available, it is, on the whole, asccepted; .
end for those who do manage to matriculate, i
the temptatlion to desplem that whiceh they have
been tadght i{s inferior, and to respect those
who have "given us all that we have®™ (black

ist vear soclology student) must be great,

Even among those who reject this imaege of the
white, thare is an acceptance of white
standards. The Fin (79.02.16)
reports 8 “youngcter in Soweto™ as saying



"yus want 2n education which will be fundament-
ally the same as the whites'™ and the Soweto
Studenta' Lesgue (5SL) tells students to
®"garry on with Bantu Education while the
struggle for its sbolition continues". Thers
is an sssumption hers that education per se is
good, that the problem with BE is not that it
is negative, but that it is not good enough.
This is not to suggest that there is not

and has not been resistance te BE,; from the
ANC boycott of 1955 to the present., This is
an area that needs further investigation.

Another factor should be mentioned under
socisl econtrols that of fear, Thare is not
anly fesr of losing potential membarship of
the black slite, but also that if one does not
tos the line in the classroom, whather aa
student or teacher, there will bes somesone to
inform on you. According to a 1st-ysar student
at Rhodes who has been both a student and a
teacher within the BE system, one is always
vary careful about the questions one asks

gnd how one answers them; The result ls the
foastearing of an illusion of consensus based

on white magnanimity and black humility.
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LESSON 29.
THE GOLD MINES (Part 2.)

surface, te, blown, ounces, melt,
games, ¢, thrown, large, half,
nurses,

When the trucks are on the surface they
are taken to the mills where the pieces

E ;

At one time when the
out, tlu_ fine white dust

;
e
HY

;
B

1]
i

The miners work underground for about
eight hours and then come to the lu?:::
in in cages. They go to their rooms w
:E:n¢1nhn'-1nttnlhnln may have a hot bath
to wash off the dust. -

All the cooking is done by steam in
large clean kitchens and dinner is ready when
the men come in from work. Each man gets

of bread, three ounces of beans, half an cunce
of fat, five ounces of v and about half

a pound of meat every

Angoia: 1861 rebellion

THE ANGOLAN REVOLUTION and subasgusnt civil
war has been ons of the longest and bloodiast
conflicts ever experienced in modern African
historys In this paper I am golng to axamine
in some detail one of the Insurrections which
eccurted during the inltial phass of the
ravolution, in March 1961, in the gurr..__
growing reglon of Merthern Angola. I have
thres resscons for wanting to attespt an analysis
of this event. Firet of all, ths Northern
revolt is in danger of belng written off
historically as being of little conseguence
to the development of Angola's national
revolution, The svants of the Llnsurrection did
nat substantislly involve the political party
which has subsequently becoma the government

of Angola, the Popular Movemant for the
Liberation of Amgola (MPLA), The MPLA was in
1961 an urban=orisnted sovesmsnt, with its
base In the mussegues of the Angolan capital,
Luanda, For the MPLA; the significant avent
in 1961 was an uprising in Luanda, when in
February, 500 badly armed men, spparsntly
erganised by MPLA cadres, attescksd Lusnda
prisen, According to an official MPLA account:
“This date, which profoundly touches the
heart of our pecple, marks ths beginning
of the phase of our national libsration

struggle which is inevitably leading to
~ complete independence..s."

Whereas the March Llnsurrection in the North
invalvad

Boxed inserts sre extracts from ‘Govan

English Asaders for Bantu Schools'.

Meseaths most backward slements of the

. Angolan paople in & despsrats struggle
without deterained objectives, which
could only lead to defeat and fallure,” (1)

Howavar; notwithstanding the smphasis sarly
APLA ideologuas placed on the role of an
Africam patit bourgecisis of civil ssrvants and
intellectual workers in conjunction with the
urban working clses in being thes main driving
force behind tha revelution (2), by snd large
tha Angalan i;: has been & peasant war and
any analysis of it that doss mot imclude. an
appreciation of the dynamics of peasant
socisties in Angols in the 1950s and 1960s is
bound to be superficials

Ry sscond reason For loocking at the
ln:thnrnjr:Unlt is that I senss that thars is
& vary real deficlency in the available
literature on the war. | will be referring te




this in more detall belowj here [ will just

briefly outline my misgivings. There are four
standard worke an the war: two of tham are open
in their political commitment to the causs of
tha Popular Movement = the works of the British
Journalist Basil Dawidson,; and the Cansdian
writer Don Barnett. Thelr work reprasents a
considerable achievenent: st & time when little
attention was being pald to a gonflict in &
vary remote and inacesssibles part of the world,
both Davideon and Barnett were active in the
field, in the front line of historical research,
interviewing participants in the conflict and
gollecting oral satarial from those who had
lived through the colonial experience, And it
is done with historical sensitivity and
considerable sympathy (a-guality which cectain
literaturs ssdly lacks)s However; their firet
hand experience was limited to the relatively
isolated and sparsaly settled districtes of the
Eastsrn theatre of the war, whers the APLA
found its inditial rural base. This reglon was
in certain ways tha lsast affected by the
impact of Portuguess colonislism and the
incorporatlion of Angela into the international
capltalist scondmy: it did not provide
conditions which would be esasy to generalise
from with regard to the other theatres of
conflioct, IFf we are talking about a peasantry
in terms of the definition given to that group

by John Saul and Roger Woods, that is
"gmall agricultural producsrcs who with
the help of simple equipment and tha
labot of thalr familiss produce mainly
for their own consumption and (my lﬂph.llijl

for the fulfilment of cbligations to
the holder of sconomic and political
Pﬂl‘fiii-. {3]

then in terms of the following, and to an exteant |

thelir middle ramking leadership, UNITA and
FHNLA/UPA,; (the two other nationalist parties
involved in ths revalution), wers peassnt=
oriented in & way that the MPLA was not: the
Eastern reglons did not produce a significant
agricultural surplus for the capltalist market
as was the cass elaswhere.

Of the othar two main studiss, one by
Amaerican academic Professor John Marcum is
more concerned with the dewslopment of political
partiss as such; rather than ths details of the
socioc-economic environmant they operated ing
that of tha French commentator Rens Pelissler
is marced by an uneritical acesptance of

offigial Portuguese accounts of the revolt as
well as & tendency to look for axplanations in
psyzhological features and ill-defined concepts
like *tribalism' (4). What is lacking is =
study which attempts to look at the political
movements within specific reglonal eontexts
giving dus consideration to the way local
sconomies and their societies can shape and
determine the political movement,; In & wery

modeat way, this papsr attempts some auBgestions
as to how this can be done,

My third and main reason for writing about
the 1961 insurrection is that & couple of years
ago during a period as a ressarch worker at the
University eof York"s Centre for Southern Africa
Studies | met somecne with an intimate knowledg
of ths reglon who generously provided some very
wvaluable source material for =&, This was tha
Baptist missionary, Dawid Grenfell, who worked
in Northern Angaola for thirty years before
his sxpulsion by the Portuguese authorities.

Ha knes sany of the political lsadeca,

sspecially those of the Union of the Peocple
of Angols (known today as the FNLA), many. of
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them Faving baean educated at Baptlat schools.

In the ten ysars Ffollowing the Initial
suplosion he ran & refuges settlement in
Zaire and through this was In constant and
intimates touch both with the exile political
leadarship in Kinshase but alse with
conditions within Angola. It Ls on his
unpublished sanusctipte, notea and
msmorandums that sany of ths remarks in

this paper ace based,

Let ua start with a brief outline of
the avents of the revelt in the Rorth, I am
basing this very bars shronology on ths moat
amples source: that is, Johs Marcum, Durlng
February 1961 young activists of the Union aof
the Peoples of Angola wers sent over tha
Congoless border into Mortherm Angols to
organise and make preparations for an
upelesings The UPA claimed an overwhalming
popular response,; citing revolutionary rallies
held In certaln villages, attracting over 3,000
pesopla; On RMacrch 12th the first ssall scals
isolated attacka on coffes plantationa began:
theses reached a creacendo of violence thresa
days later with the revolt in several places
of plantation workers who killed managers and
whits psrsonnsl; a loosely co-ordinated
stratagy of independent mssaults on Farms,
stores and government offices, accompanied by
the disruption of communicaticns. Portuguess
casualties within the First few days amounted
te about 250; and at the eand of thres monthas
this figure had swelled to 750, In addition,
a large unspecified number of plantation workers
on contragt from Southern Angols wers killed,
though there is considerable conflict betwesen
the various sources as to whethsr these




pecples were killed by UPA insurgents or as tha
result of Portuguess=insplired reprisals. Where
there is agreement is that ths Portuguess
countermeasures which followed the initial
attacks massively enlarged the arena of the
conflict, A Corpos de Voluntarips (voluntary

force) was created: a loosely disciplined
civilian auxiliary to the armed forces which

was able to exact the most terrible retribution

on tha African community: 20,000 were to die

as the result both of white ssttler sctisn and

tha affortes of tha military which included the

destruction of wvillages with bombs and napalm

that had up until thean been unaffected by tha

conflicts In this initial phase slements of a

crude UPA strategy had been based on the

balief that; as in the case of the Balgian

Congo, one massive sudden genaral upriasing

would shock the Portuguese administrcatlon

and the settlers into withdrawals and as im

tha casa of then recant eveants in Tunisia,

a genearal uprising would mobilise the force

af world spinion and in particular that of the

United Nations, into amcting against Partugal.
These axpectatlions were to be disasppointed:

in late April a "second guarilla phasa' was

proclaimed by the UPA leadership, which

concentrated in the following monthe on

attempting to destroy tha coffee crop =

which initially thay had hoped would bae

harvested by African farmsers in & libersted

Angola. The Fortuguess began a counter-

offensive in Auguet,. Refuges communitiss and

guerillas withdrew from the areas of settlement

and main lines of communication to form

temporary villages - Sanzalag - in accessible

mountain ranges and forests. Then began &

long and savage war of attrition as the

Portugusse went along trying to flush theas
pecple out af the UPA "liberated zones',

It is with this initisl general uprising
that this paper deals with, Why did the revaolt
take place when it did and why did it taks on
this particular form: an initisl Insurgency
genetating a massive popular responsa? What
was the social crisis that these svents
raflected?

A description of the reglon and the
people who inhabited it will be usefuls Tha

ravolt took place in the two Northern districta
of Angola; once known slightly confusingly as

the Congo district, now divided inte the Zaire
and Uige districts, It is an area which is
bisected by riwers including tributaries af

the great River Congo, marked by hasavy rainfall,

denss vegetation including tropical rain forest,
generally low relief save for the Ralange
plateau in the centrs of the twe regions which
contains the headwaters for the main rivers.
The terreain creates cofeidecable difficulties
for communicationa, and despites relatively
largs population many arsas are fairly I
inaccessible. Combine thease Features with a
border {with Zaire) that represented naither
slgnificent geographical nor llhﬂlﬂfllhﬁ“lﬂi.
divisions and it is not difficult %o sae
natural factors which could favour tha
‘axistence of a sustained gusrilla movemsnt. I
The Northern Angolan region is inhabited
by tha Bakongo peoples; & cluster of tribes
speaking closely related languages and sharing
a past tradition of politicel wunity under the J
Kongo kingdom at S5ao Salwador, Thers wers In
1960 approximately one and & half million
Klcongo speakers settled on both sidea of the

Angola/ZIeire border: of these about half a
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million lived in Angola. The Bakengo. were the
first group to come inte contact with the
Portuguese when sxplorers arrived st what is
now galled Sas Salwador in 1482. Tha Kongo
king was baptised In 1491 and since thean theare
has besn a tradition of Kongo kings assuming
Portuguese/Christian mames, During the sixteent
century the Kengo court was restructured along
Portuguese lines and the royal family was to
smbrace Portuguese culture. However, ths
initial relatlonship betwesn the two kingdoms,
which in thes beginning was based on an
acceptance by the Portuguese of the egual
soversignty of the Kenge kingdem, was to
deteriorates with the developmant of the
Portugusse slave trade.

The slave tradse ininéyld wars betwean
the naighbouring peoples and the Portugusse

Bakongo client state s well as intsrnscine
gonflict, and this was to slowly srocde the
power and moral suthority of the Konge

state, By 1800, 14,000 slaves were belng
sxported from this region svery year. Atteampts
by Konge kings to resist Portuguess Influence
culminated in theair defeat in 1665 at Ambuila.
From 1665 untll the time of Fformal annexation
inte the Portuguass empire which toock place in
1883; the Kongo kingdea; increasingly
demoralised and disunited; was dependent on
Portugusse goodwill ratha® than popular
accaptance of its lagltimacy for ilta continusd
sxistence,. The relative sarliness of colonial
penatration and the blatency of the incorporca=
tion of traditional suthority inte celonisl
culture by the metrepolitan poweér point to a

state of ideclogical crisis in Bakongo societys:

a state of erisis that was well developed by
the middle of the ninstesnth century whan



the sstablishment of plantation agriculturs
to the South of the reglon demanded a new
intensity in the exploitation of the region's
labour resources, This took placs First under
slavary, and then from 1878 in terms of a
foreed labour code which the traditional
suthorities were powerless to resist,

This erisls found its expresslon in a
series of rural uvprisings and millenarian
movemants, as the Bakongo masses, despairing
of Ffinding solsce,; securlty and happiness
within the aubverted old order, sought the
dawning of a new age. (Millenarian movemsnts
usually involve & responss to the undersining
of traditional security as & soclety;, or a
particular class or group in that sooisty,
is undermined and gradually destroyed. Such
movemants uswally emarge in responss to
the proceassss of colonislism and under=
development, and the fnitial esergence of
capitalism in one of lts forms, Ususlly
involwing rural, psasant-based socleties,
sillenarian movements often include m
myatical, semi-raeligious character, and
ars characterised by a belief in the
coming of a new period (the millennium,
or thousand year period of happiness)-gditors).
In Nerthern Angola thess movements took a
violant Fform in the period 1860 to 1974, gurlnq
which timss the Portuguess undertook a seriss
of military campaigns to bring the North under
their affective control in terme of the 1885
Bsrlin agresment,. However, the ending of this
primary pericd of resistancs by thes Bakengo
masses did not end the influence of
millenarisnism: cathar it gathered & new
intensity, first with the Mafulaists, then the

Kimbanguists, then the Tocolsts, than the

Lasayists and finally the Tonal movement, which
1ike its predecessors proclaimed the coming of
a new millennium

"esadn which the ancestors would be

resurrected and bring with theam the

riches of Europej whites would ba

dastroyed by flre and waterji the black

kingdom of the negroes would be

satablished; and the blacks would

become whites," (5)
This millenial kraditieng, I am goilng to
suggest, conditioned and affected the naturs
of the insurrsction ef 1961. A millenial
movemant proclalms the dewnlng of a new age,
and is often based arcund the relligious
leadership of & prophet elaiming to hava
apecial powers of vislon and healing. Its
prevalsnce in Bakenge tradition is not
sccidentals first of all thars was a haritage
of a form of Christianity which inwvolwved
raverence of ancestors, which dated from thes
initisl periocd of colonial contactj secomdly, |
we hauws the early breakdown of traditional
authority and its maoral order, & procsss
actiwely encouraged by the Portugusas who
destroyed those chieftaincies that showed
any independent autheority: by 1933 no genuine
chisfs any longer existed (6)3 thirdly thers
was the long=term disruption of the socisl

strugcture as & Tesult of tha impact of the

slave tradej fourthly thers was a strong folk |

memory of a once united and strong political

kingdom: certain movements like the KinhlnguintT

sought its resurrectionj and finally thers was
tha problem of land alienatlon = this was the
reglion most serliously affected in Angola, We
will look at the detall and complexity of the
land gquestion in a moment: here it is sufficlent]

to state that the loss of land represaented not

page 24

simply a material loss but alse contributed to
the disruption of the moral foundations of
traditional beliefs and Feelings of self
identity among the Bakongo: land was mot
simply the site of the living repressntatives
of the clan; but also of thelr sncestors (7).
Millenial movements are often assoociasted
with elasses in decline, with socisties which
have little hope of presecving thelr integrity
and cohesien in a changing sconomic order: s
@lllenial movemant thus often gquestiona the
foundationes and mature of the new order which
is undermining old valuss, It is in theas terms
that, in 1958 the Angolan Prophest, Sisaa
Toko, was to write to his Bakonge Tollowsra:

"Thare is no reason to Tear the whites
man, bescsuse he has slready lost ths
powar previously glwen te hime by God,

God im angry with him,; bscauss he has
committed ssversl great alne, A new
Christ, a black Christ, shall coms, and
Toke is his prephet: To him God has giwen
the power which before he had giwen to
tha white man,

Tha land is ours and it was the whites man
who stole it, NHow, we are wery strong,
and basldes we have the help of our
ancestors, Already we have occupled thas
North and the Southj now we have only to
build wp churches in the East and the
Weat, Within a short-tise we shall command
all Africa; The white shall submit to us
and will bacoms our ssrvanta, Within a
short time, Simsc Toke shall return as
our libesrator.™

Toks was to find the greatest numbar of his
followars amonget displaced alesmants of the
population; sapecially among those who were ’
litarats (the fact that the Baptists, the main
Protestant influence in the region; ware the

enly Angolan mission to provide literaturs in




the vernacular language, is significant), It
was this group who tended to openly defy the
suthority of tribal alders who had been
discredited for their complicity with whites
in the recrultment of contract labour (B),

The psrticipestion of asuch people
contradicts the MPLA analysis of the Northern
Aevolt, which argued that the revolt found its
maln gonstituency among the "most backward
glemsnts of the pesasantry', Other analyses,
including that of Marcum and the Baptist
miasionary, Thomas Okuma, argue that the main
focus of the revolt is found in the sspiraticns
and concerns of a samall educated Bakongo ealite.
I would argue that this is also misleasding. To
fully understand the events in Northerm Angola
during 1961, we nesd to know something of thea
impact of capitaliss on rural economic life.

The first attempts to develop Angola as

a8 plantation economy cama in the 18308, with
the establishment of coffee and sugar
plantations worked by slave labour just narth
of Luanda, In the following years these
plantations gradually extended northwards with
the extention of the area of effective
Portuguese authority, In 1858 the Portuguese
announced that slavery would gradually be
phased out over the next twenty yearfs, In ite
place a aystem of forced labour was int:nduu-u,
A labour code was drawn up which specified that
people dafined as vagrants could be put to work,
This was extended Ln the 1899 regulations which
were centred on the "moral and legal obligation
to work'y In 1914 all Africens save those
defined as 'giviladgs' ('civilised ones') were
required to enter into wage labour (or have
soma means of cash production) For a specifi. .

period sach year.

The movement and flow of labour was
regulated and controlled through o ' anata '
or passbook aystem. In 1928 tha systesm waws
fully elaborated with the institution of the
classification of the African population inte
"indigenatos' and 'assimilados'.(is those
clasaified as not fully 'civiliaed'; and thosas
whos the Portuguese felt were "civilised' enough
to be assimilated into the ruling elite = editor
Indigenatos wers all those who did not fulfil
rather rigorous eriteria and tests of education,
wealth and absorption of Pertugusse culture.
Thay wata placed undar a aystem of native law
which subjected thea to labour regquirements,
and an indirect rule aystesm in which the chisfs
functioned aa labour recrulting agants and
petty administratore, undar the closs
supervision of Portuguesse offlcisls. Apart
from other disabilities, the indigenatos
could mnot hold landed prip|rtr undar
individual tenurs (ownership). To comply with
the requicrsmants for sembership of tha
assimiledos group was very difficult - and
avan by 1960, the numbers of this priviliged

minority were tiny.

Coffes cultivation only bagan contributing
a major propertion of Amgolan exports aftar
the depression of the 19308, and in the yesars
up to sAdduring the second world war. The
first phase of the development of coffes as &
ma jor export crop in this region was dominated
by a few huge companies with concesslons to
grow coffes from the Portugusse. Howsver, this
initial period mleo provided an opportunity
for African producers to respond to the new
world desand: Africanm farmers had been growing
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coffes in the region to supplement their
subsistence production for featly a centucy,
Evan during tha 1960s, after a decads of
ancroachment on African landholdlings, Peacly

a gquarter of thes ssrsage devoted te coffes
cultivetion was farmed by an Afrlcan psasantry.
(9)s That it remained a psasantry and did not
evolve into a cepitalist Farmer population
amploying labour was at lesst partly sttributabl
to the regulations regarding Afcicanm land
tenure. Under & communsl systes of traditionsl
tenure i1t was difficult for individuals te
acquire large pleots of land for thesir own or
their families' use. Only those who qualified
for assimsiladg status sould buy or sell land

in compatition with othar Portugusss eitizens.
Given the cultural requirssents of full
Portuguease citizenship, it was unlikely that
such pecple would resain within the agricultural
sector,; Consequently, despite the positive
responss of the Bakongo pesasantry teo coffes
growing for the market, we do not find the-
smsrgance of large=scale socisl stratification
{eg the smargence of rich psasants smploying
poor psasamts as laboursrs, stec - sditor).
Coffes planting crather cesalned a source of
supplesssntary incoms,; and.confirsed Bakongo

agriculturalists in their status of amall
farmers producing mainly for suksistence, and
to fulfil obligations to ths holders of

‘political and sconomic powsr (is the definition

of = psasantry gquoted from Saul snd Woods at
the beginning of this paper - editor). Despite
this, the region enjoyed relative prosparity
whan compated to other areas of Angolas this
was reflected in the wages of thes plamtstion
sector in Ulge, which were nesarly thres times




greater than those pald in the central plateau
region of Bengu la (10)s As will ba seen, the
plantstions wers to axparience conalderables
difficulty in local recrultment from the
Bakongo,

However, devalopments after tha second
world war ware to causs & sharp decline in
tha position of the Bakongo peasantry. The
colonising power, Portugal, began & prograsms
of sxtensive resettlement of its rural
populations. This was aimed st offsstiing the
cising soccial tenslons of & awiftly growing
population which could mot be provided for
by domestic (ie Portuguess) scenomic growth:
in European terms Portugal was and remains &
despsrately poor gountry with a per capita
income durimg the 19508 which was not much
larger than that of Ghana, Between 1955 and
15960 the governmant ancouraged 50,000 psasants
from metropolitan Portugal and the Capes Verde
islands to settle in Angolaj in the whols
decade the white population incresased from
79,000 in 1950 to 175,000 in 1981 [(11)« Tha
settlers from Portugal wers expectsd by the
authoritiss to develop & passant=small Tarmer
mode of existance, Though these plans wers
not altogethar succesaful - many of the sattlars
moved Llnto towna to compete with Afriecans for
low-skilled jobs = neverthsless the affects of
sattlement on the liwvelihood of Bakongo
peasants were severas 350,000 acres were
granted during the 19508 to white immigrantas

in the coffee-growing areas of Zaire and Ulge
with the rceault that by 1950 nearly half the

African population which had previously
anjoyesd access to land suitabls for the

growlng of coffees, had been Fforced off that
land (12).

This process of ressttling Portuguess
peasants in Amgola was to lnwolve widespread
abusage of Africen land E.nutr. Afeican
communglly=held land was; by virtuas of tha
1933 constitution, part of the public domain.
The right of sccess to land customarily occupied
by the community was in theory guareantesd by
the Native Statuts of 1954, Indigenatos were
forbidden to sall or donate land to non=-Afclcans.
Land gould anly be parcelled aut to settlers
if it was held te be wacant and unoccupled,
Bafore such land was handed owar to asttlera,
they wara supposed to go through an immensely
compliceted bursausratic procedure, Inevitably
thia sdministrative system broke downi 1t was
too complicated to cope afficliently with the
reguiremsants of over a thousand new aspplications

for land by ssttlers., Conssguantly, ssttlers
tended to hypass the legal process and on their

own initiative ocecupy land regardless of ite

actual status, David Grenfell noted in 1961y
®"The indigena has no rights to his own
land, or sven that on which his village
is built, I have known seversl villages
ordered to move because a Portuguase
wanted that and an ajacent land for a
coffas gardaf....many more casas of
where & Portuguese had taken a coffes
garden of an African becauss it was
"neglected'; On some occasions the ocwner

was away on contract labour working in
the coffes garden of a Portuguese..” (13).

In 1956 the Bakengo king warned his subjects
that 4if they did not cultivate thelr coffea
holdings intensively and sfficlently they would
have them sxproprismted by the suthorities. (14)
Cartain administrative officials had the powar
to declars gardens neglected (15), '

The sattler presence affected the Bakengo
sconomic axlatence in other ways too.
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Traditionally the diwision of labour within
Bakongo houssholds had left subsistence
activity to women while men were engaged in
more ambitious cultivation, livestock rearing
and trading, Patty trade was widespread among
ths Bakongo and with the initial coffes boom,
trading could provide the initial capital
required for coffes farming. However, trading
could provide the same function for the new
Portuguess settlers: the 19508 saw not only the
taking over of customarily African-held land
by Portuguass Farmers and companiss, but also
the opening up of hundreds of amall settler-
ownad trading storss in ths Zaire/Uige reglon.
Traders would operate in the following fashion:
Producers would take their harvest of bsans,
coffes and groundnuts to the nearby trading
stores The trader would allow them credit
{usable only at his stors) for part of the
valus of the goodss Credit would bs adwanced
befors hacvest and would be recovered by the
trader whan crops were harvestedj; conseaguently
thelr valus was relatively low. Tha trader .
would then stors the coffee; beans stc, and
sell them for higher pricea later (16). Towards
the end of the 19508 it seems that the traders
wars increasingly exploitative in thair practices
This reflected and was caused by difficulties
in thelr own aituation, With plantars taking
ovar tha bast coffes lands Trom African
producers, and the incresasing demanda of
planters made on African labour,; theres was a
decline in agricultural activity im thes
willages: lesa land was being independently
uu1t1u1tlﬁ by Africans and so there was less
surplus to esxchange for goods at the store,. In
pther words, there was a declina in African
purchasing powers Tha solution; in the short




term, was Tor the trader to extend the tecma
of cradit, and make them more demandings
Progressivaly the African comeunity was
finding iteself trapped in a cycle of
indebtedness, Nor was ths situation made any
sasler by tha blatant price discrimination
practised by shopkespers: traders In Bakonga
towns had two different price scales, A kilo
of sugar, for example, would cost a white
purchaser aix escudoe and an African elight
sscudos (17).

With the extention of European lamndholdlng
in the area there was & sharp rise in the
demand for Afrlcan labour, Tha vast majority
of workers on coffes plantations were contract
workers, Plantation owners and other employers
would submit thalr labour reguiremants to the
adoinistration which would then requeast so many
man from sach white local administrative officer
(Chafe de Poato). He in turn would desand =
guota Trom his aocbas {hemdman) who would then
bs responsible for recrulting the men needed,
The gcontracts, which would be lagally
anforceable, would lsst for anything from
betwssn aix months and thresa ysars. They would
impose certain minimum obligations on employers
and genarally set wvery low rates of pay. Not
surpriaingly, if Africans had any other way
of mesting thair cash requiressnts, they would
svold labour eontracts, Accordingly, in ths
Bakongo areas, ths labour on the coffes
plantationa had for a long time to be drawn
from southern and central Angolaj this recruit=
mant took place from asonget the Ovisbundu
people, Tor whom sconomic cpportunities wers
rathar mofe limited, where land ssttlement
was conaiderably greater, and who did not
anjoy the option open to the Bakongos of

migrating ever a friendly border to esceps
cosrced recruitment,

Nevarthaless, by 1960 thers are signa
that the Kikongo speakera were Increasingly
being pressed into contract labour on the
plantations, Grenfell mentionas as an sxample
the pecple of Auinguile willage who were
forced to work on a nearby coffes fazenda, The
worksrs ware not pald for five sonths, at
which stags the sen refused to work and want
into hiding, Significantly, this village waa
one of the Tirat te Joln the ravolt.

There are also indications that the use
of gchild labour drawn Ffrom local sources for
work on tha plantations was on the increase.
Theres was an lncrease in taxation sbligations
in the arsa: the tax sge was lowsred from 18
to 16, and in 1960 the sobas (headmen) wers
given the responsibility for its collection.
All those who could not pay were arcested and
held for contract labour, By the end of tha
decads pecple wers confronted with a choleet
migrate over the border to the Congo (whare
there ware bettsr economic opportunitiss
and sducational and social facilities) and
lsave their landj or submit thessslves to a
particularly hopalsss fors of proletarisnisation
{(is the process of being forced off the land
and turned into & wage-labourar working for
spmecna alse = editor), Grenfell reports that
by 19860 the practice of men golng away on
contract had become a ‘recognised systea',
although Bakongos made up only 14 per cent of
the region®s labour force.

Anothar source of disruption resulted from
the Goverament resattlement scheses, Starting
in tha 1930s; but increasing In pace and
intansity in the 19508, the adminiatration
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began to force peocple to move From thelr
tradtional village sites, and to bulld mew
willages at adeinistratively convenlent
places alongeside new roads, This was often
highly unpopular. The old villages wars
naturally situated in places where Fertile
land was most abundant. In nes sltes, chosen
and decided upon sccording to non-sconomic
cationality, land was short, ha% people
tanded to do was to go on quistly planting
thelr gardens in the old sites - oftan in
fairly insccessible forasted reglons resota
from modern networks of comsunicatlion, This
was to have an obvious significance for the
davelopment of gusrilla struggle. But the

the collapass of the traditional systams of
parkets and trades
Thare ware various ~*ker ~otty pestrictions

on independent African economic activity which

increassd the weight of the obligations imposed
on them,; For sxample; in the late 1950s,; peapls
Hrass burning was

ware Forbldden to burr
an sid to hunting as well as an -essy way to
clear ground, Tha measurs was widely sesn as

Jjust one more way in *~7-% ‘-~ Chafs de Posto

_ gould increass his income by enforeing fines.

A final blow to small scale African coffam
producers cams after 1958, During that ysar
Portugal agresd to & guota system baing Impossd
on coffes production to counter the «ffescts of
world overproductiom, Angolan coffes preduction
was rathar highar than the guota aat,
Consequently 1958=19560 was & bad periocd for
coffes Tarsecs,; World prices fell dramstically =
by 75 per eent in thact period - and producers
had to restrict production, The affects on

the plantations were "Trit== In wage cuts




and tha withalding of wages. But for the
African producery, without the privilaged access
to markets enjoyed by lerge scale concerns and
without the Facilities for storing his crops
until prices rose again (coffes beans in
their raw state can be kept for gquite a long
time), the situstion was considerably worse.
There were of course other Factors
conditioning the cutbreak of the revalt in
1961, and the ones listed below are thoas whnich
have been pald ®sost attention to in published
sccountas of the war:
1)s Tha fruatrations experienced by Africans
of assimilado status when they discovered
growing restrictions on upward mobility and
advancemant in an incressingly race-conscious
societyy)
2), Compatition at the bottom end of the job
markat in urban areas betwesn despesrately poor

recant Portuguese emigrantes and recently
urcanised Africans,

3)s The unwillingnass of the Portuguess
administration to provide political safety

valves or outlets for the aspirations. of
educated Africans st a time of rapid
de=colonisatien elsewhers in africa.

4), The influence, especially among the
Bakongo, of nationalist sovements opsrative
in the Belgian Congoj this refers especially
to those like ABAKO which appealed to pan=
Hakonoo seantimenta,

5)s An sconomic environment which,; because of
Fortugal's own inability to generate capital
for large overseas lnvastment and her
unwillingness to allow other foresign capital
to invest in her colonial territories, could
not provide the employment and educational
cppertunities For an increasingly urbanised

The Star: 79 10 20

and sducated populations Some of the urban
population, because of a tradition of migration
to other colonial territories such as tha
Uelgian Congo, were able to make cosmparisons
that were highly unfavourable to Portuguese
rule In Angola.

All of these were important factors,; and go a
long way to explalnling the emargence of a
political leadership in Angola, both in
Luandas and in the North (the Southecn

group giving support to UNKITA emeroed
somewhat later in the 1960s). We have, than,
in the Bakongo region the foundation of. a
party in 1954 that Llnitially dedicated ltsalf
to the revival of the old Kongo kinodos, which
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at that time wes in the middle of a succession
dispute between a Government-backed Catholic,
and a Baptist candidate. The Union of the
People of Northern Angola was Founded by =
graup of minor civil servantas and othar
functionaries, petty bourgecis elemssnta,
shopkeeperse,; bookespers and the like, moat

of thes from a Eiptint mission background, and
many having taken advantage of economic
gpportunities avallable in Leocpoldville; Belglan
Congo. The Union was to drop its regiomal
connotations in 1958 in the light of pan=
African disapproval of sepgratist movemantas,
and becomes the Union of the People of Angola.
It was presided over by Holden Roberto, who
scquired considerable business interests In
the Congo and was close to the Congolese
pelitical leadership.

But here I am not sspecially concernsd
with political leadership, whieh in one form
or anothear has been a constant Factar inm
African politics since the S5econd World war:
what has been far more declsive than tha
llirglﬁ:l of leaders in any one country's
history has been ths popular mood: the dagree
and nature of mass response to lesadership
calls and sppealss It is only by looking, as
wa have besn doing here, at the undermining of
the aconomy in psasant society = which had
initially responded progressivly to Angola's
incorporation inte the capitalist sconomy =
that we can understand the nature of the
responss of the people to the Lneurgency of
UFA (Union of the People of Angola) In 1961,

Foer this was & revolt that, whatever thes
intentiona of the petiy bourgecls leadership;
was shaped by the emotions, concerns and the
despearation of a peasantry Ffaelng tha praspect




of destruction as & class,; According to
missionary sources, the first emissaries of
ravolt cama not in the form of sophisticated
political cadres, but as prophets, Ngunzas.
They held services in the main wvillages .and
everybody was reguired to attend a simple
ceremony inm which all had to drink a cup of
watear and pay 2,50 escudos, The authorities
found one fund collection reglster in which
30,000 escudoa had bean collected. Spesches

at such gatherings had a millenarlan charactar:
the use of water was very similar to that of
the Lassyist movement which laid great
emphasis on the power of holy water to

ramovea the curses of witchcraft. In

February 1961, schoolchildren around Sembs,

an areas whara the use of child labsur on
plantations was notorious; rafused to buy
textbooks and went on strike, standing

outslide theilr achools and shouting
"Kimpwanza® [Indnpnndlnci}; Wwhen thea

killings began, it was obvious to cbeservers

that many of the whites who died (administrators
and Homan Catholic prissts were especially
singled out) were not killed as a result of

the actions of orgenised groups of UPA
insurgentes, but rather by tha wvillagars in

the locality (19). whatever the class nature

of the UFA leadership (and to call it a party

gf the businsssmen seems an accurate asssssment '
af its higher levels), when we look at local
leaders it is not surprising to Find them

drawn Trom the African coffes Farming group
(20). The developmant of tha revolt into its
protracted guerilla phase again followed the

logic suggested by the sconomlie experisnce
af bthe psasantry: whole uillages withdrew into '|
the forssts to recolonise their old willages:

for them the revolt was a homecoming, &
restoration of the old order — a peasant
utoplas

Frantz Fanan, ideologue of the Algarian
revalution and a friend of Holden Aoberta,
prafessed a belief in the peasantrcy as "rabals
by instinct',; as people who could inm no way
profit within the social framework imposed by
colonialism, and as & group which stands
putside the gclpess system, Not surprisingly, he
closely identifisd himself with ths Bakongo
insurrection. In atrict terms, Fanon's
arguments make socioclogical nonsenae: as we
have seen this was not a backward population
isolated from the currents of coloniml culture
and sconomy; but rather one which attespted to
raspond positively to fresh econcaic influences,
There is, howsver, & grain of truth in his
claims, For while an urban working clases can
increasa its potential power as it sxpands
with the smargence and growth of capltslism,
the Bakengo peasantry was doomed as & classi
as capitalism penstrated the rural aress, there
gould enly be & return te the past For ths
Bakongo paasantcy - an attempt to destroy tha
prasant order and replace it with its negative
Lnr-rﬁld image: to make black white and white
black,

But such limitations should not make ua
iqnﬁrl the historical importance of the 1961
northarn insurrection, 1t creatsd a ma jor criais
for colonisl society,; initiated a long and
tarrible struggle, and masaively widaned tha
arena of conflict,s It also provided a parliod
when other movements with diffecent
constituencies could ilgruun unﬁ rtnrgiﬁlli'
thamselves while Portuguese enargles were
occupied In suppressing the morthecn revolt:
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this process was really only completed in
the second half of tha 1960s. It seems
appropriste to conclude with a thought
from Barrington Moore:
" . ssone may wall conclude that fhl
wall springs of human Freedom lie not
only as Marx saw them in the asplirations
of clasass mbout to take power, but
pechaps sven more in the dying wall of

a class over whom the wave of progress
is sbout to fall (21)."

In thess terms the Angolan revolt of the north
was traglec not only because of the human
suffering involved.
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The amount of nonsense that is presented on
the unemployment position in the columns of
the comaerclal press in South Africaea, and
then put forward as acholarship, seema to
ba on tha lncreass.

Prize=winning report of the month must
be that of the Star {79.10.16) in its
reproduction of the nec-Malthusianiam of
the latest Volkskas Economic Reviews

If South Africa does not succead in
lowaring the birth rete, there can be .
little hope of a satisfactory sclution
to the problem of unamploymant.

hilllions of rands may be sguandared of
soclal plens, which will have & reduced
economic Iimpact with litkle hope of
getting to the root of tha problem.

But what must be avolded im an emotional
epproach to this solution (7) ...

labour
action

nica L. : (ses WP,
9) The Association backed down in its
confrontation with snd threatened strike
action msgainat the Chamber of Mines. Some:
mines were said to heave suffered large losses
{R1=-million on one mine) dus to a "go—slow'
by the officisls, but this was probably
compensated for by the amount seved on
postponad salary increases.

The settlement was reachsd after the
sssocietion hed lost an unapecified
number of its members to the other mine
gfficials sssocistions which accepted

VOLK,
WHICH

VOLK?

Greatesr impetus should be given with
everyone's co-operation to the recent
decline in the high rate of population
growth,

LN

A lower birth rate will lead to higher
per capita walfare, and in turn to better
nourishment, realth, housing and educa—
tion, It will also relieve the pressurs
on the provislon for housing, food
subsidies, transport, education and
medical feacilities.
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the Chamber's pay offer... (Star,
79.07.20). :

Mo 1 t (eastern Cepe) (sees WIP,

9) The unions repressnting these workers won
across the board increases of an average of
about BX with further incresses dus Ln March,
1980,

The wages ware negotiated bebtwean

employer representatives (Ford, GM and
Volkswagan), the "coloured' National Union of
Motor Assembly and Rubber Workers of South
Africa, the white Socuth Africam Iron and Stasl=
workers" Unilon; with attendanca by tha African
United Automobile,; Rubber and Allied Workers'
Union, The negotiations took place after
workers had threatened strike actlon,

South Africea has reached a stage in Lts
industrial development where future
growth will emanate incressingly From
the more capital=intensive sectors.

The last paragraph is; of course, closer
to what it is all about,; But no mention of
who is to benafit from the "future growth™;
why it will "amanate increasingly from tha
more caplital=Lintensive sectors™; or why the
working class (overwhelaingly African) should
decrease thalr nuambers in the Interests of
tha benaflelaries of cespltal-intenaive growth
{mainly large=scele local and foreign cepital).




Elite Upholsterers: (Babelegi, BophuthaTswana)
On the 30th August, 1979, 200 workers From this

factory went on strike; demanding higher
The factory is situated in thae
notorious exploitation growth—=poink in this
"homeland' [see uip, B8).

Manager, Henry Velkof, told workers that
thoss who wanted to leave should do so, and
Only
one report appeared on this atrike (to our
knowledge ), namely in Post, 79.08.31.

Further information reguired.

WagEs .

that they were autometically dismissed.

Clover Ice Cream: (Pretoria) A sales driver
amployed by this firm was reperted to have
been dismissed in August after a disagressent
with Hermsen, a mechanic, over & scratched
wvehicle.

his homa, sccused Johannes Remokgopa of trylng

Hermen then fetched a pistol froms

to "beacoms &8 white man®™ and threatened to
shoot him.
Vil joen when he laid a complaint against the

Ramokgopa was Tired by manager
machanic.

Wolpert Coal Merchants: (Booysens) Four
workers vere fired after s neswspsper axposd
of the non=axistent clesning facllitiess at
the fire = workers had to wesh thamselves
from drums in full view of passing trains.
Most of the workers fesr dismisssl as
they are migrants and live in hostels = their
presance and accommodation in urban areas,
therefore, besing depandent on employment.
bolpart denlied that the workers had baen
fired; and sald that they had "left the
company because thay were not registered®

(Post, 79.08.10).

Aoysl Dsiry: (Sslt River, Cspe) Post,

79.08.31, carried tha only Tranavaal report
on the refussl to work by some 120 workers
employed by this firm.
Manpower officlale were called to settle the
dispute over the non-payment of prosised

Departmant of

pay rises.

Further information raguired.

Doresn's Trenaport Cartage: { Johannesburyg )

Police watched while soma 30 African workers
struck for an increase of R10,00 on the iHEﬂ,Dﬂ

a8 week thay were earning. Thay returned to
work after winning a R4,00 increase (Star,

79.08.17).

South Africen Aallways; Kesdérne Depot:
(Jeppe, Johannssburg) Post reported that

about ™1 000 railway cartage drivers™

stopped work after being told that they would
not be paid on the 27th of the month (August)
a8 was usually the cese,.

"gives of most driveras who are migrant
labourers came to collect some monsy from
thair husbands but were Torced to return
smpty handed" (79.08.28).

The Star (79.08.28) reported that an
SAR spokesman sald that the “stoppage affected
about 100 men...® Work continued the naxt
day.

Carborundus=Universal SA (Pty)s (Benrose,

Johsnnesburg) Five despatch clecks wers Tired
for alleged theft and were Jjolnad by ssvan
colleagues who resigned in aympathy. The
saven sald that the lisison committes had not
besen involved, as it should have been, in the
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caaa of the dismissal of the five ather
clarks (Post, 79.08.18).

DTE_Certsge Company (Pty) Lbtds {Durban)
About 200 Africen workers went on strike in
protest st weges (wages betwesn R15 and R22
a weak) (79.08.27). They said that they
nesded "at lesst sbout RS0,00 s wesk to keep
our hesds sbove watar®,

The dispute also prevented sbouk 40
*Indian' drivers from going sbout their own
work, While not actively supporting thas
striks by their African fellow=workers thay
said thet the wages paid to the strikers wars
s disgrace. The drivers earn between R45,00
and RS50,00.

Security Police arrived on the day the
gtrike started. A director, Geoff Tasker,
askad tha men what thsy wanted, returned 30
minutes later, snd fired a number of them.

It was reported that Tasker took on 47 of
the dismissed workars the next day and
sngaged 38 new workers from the Labour
Buresu. He denied the workers' accusations

about weges and increasas,

Rainbow Chicken Processing Plant: (Hesmare=—
dale, Natasl) On the 29th August sbout 400
workers had teargass thrown at them by palice.
The police said that this was to disperse
them ("ths mob®). 55 peopls ware arrested.
Armed "riot police®™ attendsd the incident.
The svents that led to the strike
started a fow wesks sarlier whan s woman
worker was dismissed from the plant. uorkarse
demanding her re-smployment staysd away from
the plani and wers subsequantly slso fired.




They wers then re-employed, but at "beginner's
wagas™,

This further dispute over wages gave rise
to the large-scale action by the workers and
the police action against them,

Membere of FOSATU {thi Fadaration aof
South African Trade Unions) and a FOSATU
affilisted union (the Transport asnd General
Workers' Union) beceme involved when reguestad
to do so by workers. They were to have maet
with management,

Tha TGWY was reported to hawve had contact
with the factory's liasison comittes since
early 1979, The TGWU sald that the strike
related more to refusal to negotieste with
the committes then with the firing of the
woman worker.

Production returned to normal on the
30th of August, Police still escorted
workers to and from the FApumalanga township
that serves the border industrial area of
Hammarsdale (also thas scens of onea of the
spata of bus boycotts in Netal during the
paast Tew montha ).

The 55 workers arrested asppeared in the
maglstrate's court in neacby Ellpifﬂﬂkﬂ ain
the 27th September on charges of public
violence. They pleaddd not guilty and were
reported to have been remanded in custody
until 28th October (other reports have it
that the Union pald their baill,

Belmoral Ming: (GCermiston] About 300 miners
&t this privately owned small gold mine
stopped work and demanded an increasa in
daily wages from RZ,65 to RS,00 on the 14th
September; 1979,

"Sacurity policemen and officials from

the mine and the Department of Co-ocperation
and Development are agreed that the strike
is illegal™, is how the Star put it (79.09.14).
Riot police were on stand-by at the mine and
the workers were given the choice of returning
to work or being Fired.

The mina; & member of the Boshoff Group
(not affilisted to the Chamber of Mines, e&s
was guickly pointed out), resumed work on
the 15th, Ten miners "chosa to laava®™
(according to the Star) or werea "discharged
for instigating the strike" (according to a
mine official, guoted in tha Egﬂ}.

Mine management gave no increases as the
R2,65 they sarn is "more than what is stipula-
ted in their contracts®”.

Raleigh Cycle Factory: (Springs) On the
17th September about 600 workers employed by

this firm downed tools for about Five hours.
This followed rumours that foremen's weges
had been secretly increased by 4Z2c an hour
"to upgrade (their) standard®.
African Commerce De 'Company: (Benrose)
¥Yet another sordid scene of victimisation
played itself out at this firm, invelving
unskilled workers complaining sbout working
conditions. The flirs manufactures staples.
Eight women workers lodged & complaint
sbout working conditiona to managing director
Chalmg Thay stand from 0&6n00 to 18h0O0 with
a 30 min break for lunch = during which time
they are not allowed to leave the factory
premisesj they are not allowed to receive
phone calls despite tha Fact that meny are
mothers with small children at hﬂl-i.thlj are
slways threstened with dismissalj etc.
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A week later the person who wrote the
petition out was fired, A woman who went
to find out why was also fired, The other
aix then walked out.

Manager Benson seid that it was a coinci-
dence that Khanyisile Sibanyonl was Tired
after the letter = "She was unsultable for
tha job™, He continued: "Am agitator has
been &t work = that's what we cell it in the
uKk® (Post, 79.10.11).

Joyota: (wynberg, Transveal) Confusing
reports appeared releting to a strike and dias-
missal of workera from this Firm. Apparently
four workers ware called to the office of

the warshouse manager (Brits) at Toyota on
9th October, to sign "warnings for not

having reached production targets™. Two of
the workera affected would not do this = and
whan thay had returned to their work section
they ware Jolned by other wdrkers in demanding
an axplanation for the warnings = & new

meaasure,

Fourteen workers insisted on seeing Brite
but were escorted off the premises, They ware
supported by about B0 other workers who then
stopped work,

A meating of all workers, with managemant,
police and an imspsctor from the Labour

Department; was then called: The workers werse
told to return to work on the 1ith October.
All but 25 of them were teken back into
employment. The 25 were paid en Friday,
j2th Detober, and dississed.

Many of the workers are members of tha
Metsl and Allied Workers' Union (a membar
of FOSATU). At the mesting at the factory
tha lssue of a constitution For the lialson




mann ic anyt (Elandafontein,
near Johannesburg) This cospany is owned by
the Barlow Rand Group. Inm 1976 events relsted

te recognition of the union (the Metal and mYCOTT . .
Allied Workers' Union) end the rejection of

by the workforce of lialeon and works )
committees. (The svents gnd the issues are '
covered in some detail in South Afrigan

Labour Bulletin, 3,7 of 1977) . BIT%

ioniegta: The banning orders impossd
by tha government on some trade unionists in
1978 were lifted recently. They ara thoss on
Loat Douwss-Dekker, the Tysckes [connected with

Despite recent negotiations betwean
the Urban Training Project bafors their bannings)

representatives of Featti's and Monis,
and also those on Charles Simkins (economist

at the University of Natal) and John Frankish
(who had had connections with the labour
movemant in Cape Town).

and striking workers, & settlement of the
ganflict has not as yet bmen reachad.
Accordingly, the consumer boycott of all
t 1 Afei - N F & M products continues, amidst growing
n Cape Town an African trade union

g signs that the company is being hard=hit
organiser from the Western Province General _

by the boycott campaign.

Workers' Union and his family werse nearly
killed in a petrol bomb attack. The bomb
was thrown through the window of Howard
Marswu's houss in Guguletu on the 17Tth Detober.

The Ffamily managed to escape through the

F & M'a aftear-tax profits dropped by almost
half in the Firat alx monthe of 1979 = From
R363,000 in the period Jenuary=July 1378 to

R186,000 in the corresponding perled for
this year (1979).
The company has denied that the drep in

back door end windows.

During the same weak as the fire bombing
Dave Lewis of the same 10 00D satrong WPGWU,
recaived four death threats; some referring

profits has been caused by the boycott
campaign. However, their unusual promotional
mctivitiess suggest that this is not 8o,

Specisl offars on their products, the ﬁ“ﬂ”ﬂhhﬂ“‘_ﬁh-——lﬁ

hodichay
smployment of axtrs salesmen, end expanaive m‘:‘m’lﬁ.ﬁ ;wgﬂ:
car slashed. newspaper sdvertising all feply that the ~ "o®SeTew W wih Funls & Monfs famous pastl -

committes also came up, Uorkers wanted a
-dirflrlnl conagtitution, but this was turnad
down by managemant.,
MAWY is salid to be contemplating legal
action againat the firm over victimisation,

to the incident involving Howard Marswu.
Dave Lewis aleso had the tyres of his motor

company is having serious difficulties in
coping with ths boycott of its products.
An exasple of recent Fatti's and Monis
advertising in a Johannesburg NewspEpEr,
no doubt prompted by the dresmstic drop in

4 L
as 18 of the unlon's most ective members were thelr profits, is shown belows

amongst those dismissed.




These events culminated in s baton charge
by the South African Police on workars and
trade unionists in which 24 workers wers taken
to the Natalspruit Hospital for treatment. In
s triml after the svehts two trade unionists
wore Tound not'guilty of inciting the strike,
but the magistrate in one of the trisls follow-
ing the baton charge found that

There is aleso evidence to show that the
complainant firm was not blameless in the
march of events, and there must be msore

GOOD NEWS
VENDA CIVIL SERVANTS!"!

SALARY INCREMENTS ON
INDEPENDENCE DAY!

The Cabinet (of Venda) has decided to incraase
the salaries of officials of the Venda Public
Sarvica from the date of Independence (13
Saptember 1979) with an average of 15%. This
incrament, on the one hand is 1o compensate

gther hand this is to make the young improve in
education, which is regarded as one of the
highest pricrities in the development of Venda.

Examplas of what salary increment embraces far
ceriain ranks are as follows:

Secrataries (Head of
Departmenis
Deputy Secratary
Chief inspectar of
Education and Chial
Education Plannar
GCircuit Inspecior

R17T 400 to A1 200
R1E 800 to R1B GO0

R16 800 1w A18 0RO
A15 000 x 600 — A16

to R15 800 x 600 — RA17

Furthermore salary increments for Chiefs ang
Headmen have also been approved for tha 1.
Seplembaer as follows: -

3 Chiefs
22 Chisfs
AT9 Headman

than a suspicion that the svents ware in
fact engineered by the Fiem. In order
to reach a show=-down with their workers,

On Friday, 19th October, tha state reached
an out of court settlement in the cese brought
sgainat theam by 19 Africen workers and s white
trade unionist for compensation For tha
injuries received, The state has agresd to
pay out a toetel of R2ZY 359, including an
ampunt of RE D00 to Aes Christine Molokels
who-has loat affective vislon in one eye.

SITRIKES In
SOUTH AFRICA

IMPLICATIONS FOR WORKING CLASS STRATEGY.

THE QUESTION WHICH this paper attempts to
anawer is whether there is something essentially
different between strikes in "Third World"
gountries (le South America, Africa, Middle
East, Aeiam Minor and South East Asia) and
those in the so=called 'rich' countries

{ie Morth America and Western Europe). Tha
importance of the guestion is that strateglies
of working class action depend onm the answer
provided, This paper will show how strike
action by the working masses in South Africa

"{am a 'Third world' country) implied a certain

undecstanding of -the objective soclal condlitiona
at different stages of South Africa's develop=

ments
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This contribution is part of a longer papsr
on strikes in South Africa, The second part,
dealing with the 1970s; will appear im the
next issue of WIP, The paper ettespts ko
explain and understand the differesnce
between strike actlvity in so-called

'"Third wWorld' countries and the developed
centres of cepitalist power (Western Europs,
North America, estec). In doing this, the
argumant is advanced that there are important
Features which distinguish the strenger parcts
of the capitalist world system [the major
imperiaslist powers) from ths weaker or
peripheral capitalist soclietise [the 'Third
World!), One of these features, it is
suggested, is tha nature of the state, which
is far more represaive, and intervenas more
directly,; in the weaker links of the world
capitalist systam,

In a South African contaxt, the paper also
looks at a situation where & large part of
the work=force Ls migrant, and retaine links
with family structures in the reserves’
bantustans (or what the ruling classes call
'hemelands')., The paper shows how the
enforced retention of this migrant relationship
a¥lows the capitalist class to pay.wages
which only have to take account of the
individual worker; and can ignore his
familiess subsistence needs. In doing this,
the paper explores the nature of the
relationship between urban amnd rural
productisn im South Afrieca, anmd the way in
whieh this relatlionship has historically
affq:tr? the working class,

=The Editors,




In answering the guestion posed; this
paper will at the same time implicitly
griticise two other arguments about the
specific differences between strikes in
"Third vworld" and 'rich' countries: one
argumant sees this difference iIn tecms of
the "immaturity" or "backwardness' of capitalist
devalopment in the '"Third World', while the
other sses the difference in terma of the
co=axistence of two different "aconomies’

(ie a capitalist and & pre-capitalist

gconomy existing within one country)s The
eriticiem of these arguments impliea that
they are at fault becavse they are dualistic:
thay divide the soclety into two isclated
'economic systems' without adeguataly
analysing the complexity of the total syatem,
bath withim the country, and within the
capitelist world,

The argument of this paper will therefore
start from the point of view that to understand
the unigueness of strikes within the "Third
world", it ia first necessary to underatand
the workings of the capitalist syatem on an
international scale. It will conclude that
there is indeed something specific about
"Third World' countries = something which
differentiates them from 'riech' countries.
This difference lies in the speciflie functians
of the state. In the "Third world', the state
constantly intervenss in the rest of society
to actively suppress conflict betweesn soclal
nroups and classes; whersas In the "rieh?,
hinghly developed capitalist countries the
ma lor role of the atate is to inetitutionalise
and contain this confliet rather than actively
suppressing it, One indication of the differsnce

iz the presence in the "rich' countries of

'economic freedom in the labour market' and
bourgeois democratic righta concerning civil
liberty and freedom of association, Clearly,
these rights do not exlst in mast "Third
dorld" countries,

It is necessary to understand the
specifically repressive rols of the state
In "Third World' countries within the context
of the production of goods and commodities.
This enteils understanding the capitalist
way of producing commodities, and analysing
the relationship between production and the
repressive state, More specifically, it
involves analyslng capitalist production and
davelopmant on an international scale, and
understanding the way capitalism develops
differently and unevenly within specific
socletieas The specific mature of the "Thircd
World® and therefore of 'Third world' strikes
canm only be gresped and underatood within the
context of the accumulation of capital on a
world scale (including imperislist axpansion
from "rich' countries)., Specific capitalist
socio=economic relations (ie labour represaive
laws, the sbsence of political rights for
workers and, 1ln some cases, the growth of
ideologies like racism) developed in such =
way as to make the "Third world' differ in
important ways from the "rieh' socisties, Tha
starting point For any analysls of the "Third

world® strike lies in the particular way in

which direcl producers ware separated from
their land and forced to work in capitalist
production. This forma the historical
origins of labour-repressive sconomies,
From approximately 18594 onwards,
papitalist production (and hence capital
accumulation) on & world scale expanded
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rapidly, leading to a rising rate of

praofit, The arigins of this expanaion lay

in the export of capltal to the coloniea

by imperimlist countries; and the setting up
of productive industrieas in those colonies.
This involved a particular form of exploitation
of workers in the sxtractive (mainly mining)
industries of the '"Third World": the payment
of workers in thess Lindustries only sufficisnt
wages to cover thelr own survival costa, but
not those of their family mesbers who were
forced to support themsslves in 'reserves’,
"native lands'; atcy; This was the origin of
tha migrant labour syatem whereby ths worksr
waa not totally ssparated from the land ha
owned, While he eworked as a migrant in thae
arsas of industry,; his Ffamily remained on

the land, Because the family of the workar

was in theory self=supporting through

peasant and subsistence sgriculture,

low wages could be palid to the worker which
only had to cover his own physical needs,

and not those of his family., The atate
intervensd in a repressive fashion to

maintain the migrant labour system;

itp-clillr when subsistence production in

the "reserves'; "homelands' or '"Bantustans'
became incapable of supporting the inhabitants
any longar.

In the case of South Africa, the migrant
labour aystem particularly sulted the needs
of mining capital. Initially, labour was
gbtalned from the ateadily collapsing pre-
capitalist sconomies, whers mors and more
people were forced to ske out an existsnce on
|v-:-d1m{pi|h1ng land, By 1902 the polnt was
reached in areas like Pondoland where many

pecple were mlgrating to the mines in seacch




of work. Howaver, because thls process was

" itself not happaning fast anough, the State
steppead In to coerce people Iin thess areas

to become migrant workers. Exemples of this
typa of action taken by the State include the
introduction of hut taxes (1907), and the
implesentation of the Glen Grey Act [1897),

At the same tise, the interssts of mining
capltal were usefully served by the ssparation
of workers from thelr Families, On the one
hand mining capital neesded only to pay the
worker enough to cover his own nmneeds and not
the nesds of his family which was supposed
ta subsist off the land it owned in the
reservasj on the other hand, by Forcing
workers to return periodicelly to their
"home areas',; mining capitalists were able
to weaken the atrength of the working class
by preventing the creation of a stable,
gettled work-forece, Another form of striet
worker control was enbodied in the housing
of warkers in fortress=like compounds.

It muat be emphasised here that the
axistence of a migrant labour syatem does
not mean that here exists, in addition ta
the capitalist econmomic aystemy, a pre=
capitalist saystem, On the conktrary, the
migrant labour system aa it developed in
South Africa was and atil] is bmsed an tha
needs of a capitalist syatem which pervades
the entire socliety. Even when strikes take
place because declining subsistence production
in the reserves places strain on the rescurces
of the urban worker, the strikes muat ba
unerstesd as occurring wholly withim the
capltalist economy and not be explained Ln
termas of a relationship betwesn a pre=
capitalist and capitalist aconoay.

This is im Pact the case in South Africa,
although not all strikes in the history aof

South Africa can be sxplained and based an

the migrant labour system.(The growth of
sacondary manufacturing industry, giving rise
to a stable non-migrant working clase, sust

ba taken imke account when analyaing cartaln
strikes). The rapid decline in subsistence
production in the reserves increased both rural
impoverishment and urban poverty as there was
no corresponding incresse in real weges, This
resulted in militant action by workers, Strike
action can therefore be seen as taking place
within the context of the fallure of caplitaliem
in the reserve areas to provide a share of the
goods neceasary for the satlsfaction of the
subsistence needs of workers and thelr Familisse.
Conflict between black workers and minlng
capitalists reached a peak in 1920 and again

in 1946, with the African Hineworkars Strike,
It is to an analysis of the latter avent that

wE now turns

The mining sector has alway® bean crucial
to the Sowth African economy. fining relied
totally on migrant. labout, this being due to
the pecullar cost=atructure of the Industty,.
[ts inabllity to pass on ineéreased coate to

the consumer,; because of the internmationally=

fixed price of gold, and its low level of labour|

productivity (the low degres of mechanisation
ofi the mines) mepant that substantisl profits
gould enly be made by paying mineworkers as
little a8 possible. As explained above, this
was done Ehrough providing for the worker's
individual needa, but not those of his family.
In the past this had been rationalfised by
the particular capitelist relations established
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in the countryside (is the supposed ability
of the worker's family to subsist off the
land on which they lived in the Aeserves).
However, by 1930 these relations had baen
almost totally undermined, The Native Economic
Commission Report for 1930=2 showed that -
problems In the Resetves stsamed From over=
population, overstocking, socil erosion and
fignorence on the part of the population of
modern farming methoda, In 1940.ths Landedowne
Commission noted both the existence of the
reserves to supplemant the minera® income and
the increased coet of living with which the
family within the AResarvea had to copes The
Commission also noted thats
"yhgreas in the past Blacks (workers) had
come to urban areas to satiafy definite
shart term financial nesds and had teturned
homs as soon as they were satisfied, they
ware now returning continmnucusly to the

mines and only went home For a holiday
vislt™,

This was said In reference to sigrant workers
from the OFS, Natal, Zululand and the Transvaal
(0'"Meara 1978169), The Commission also
suggested that the bulk of the recruits from
the Transkel and Ciskei (ie 40% of the total
labour force in 1936) wers landlese (D'Meara
19783569 ).

Further indications of the rapid decline
in the sbility of the Aeserve areas to partially
meat the subsistence reguirements of workers'
familims are the msettling of the urban African
population betwsen 1921 and 1946, and the
rapidly imgcressing ratio of Africen woman
to men in the cities (from under 1:;5 in 1921
to 1:3 in 1946) (0"Meara 197H;85); The exact

‘state of tha migrant labour syetem at tha time

has baen specified beceuvse all the strikers in




the 1946 strike were migrants.

It is & particular feature of South Africa's
"racial capitalism' that laws which are
dirscted specifically against the working class
(ie the laws underlying the whole migrant llbﬁur
system of control) affect not only workers but
also pecple from other classes who happen to
be hi.:k. In ather words, reclial llu]'rhnr-li
a segction of the petty bourgeois class, le Ethea
black petty bourgeoisie (traders, intellectuals,
professionsl people etec). Working class strategy’
from garly on in the forties seems to have
taken the Fform of some sort of loose alllance
with the black plftr bourgeoisie, From thia
there seems to have developed a strategy
which entailed the total abolitien of the way
in which capltal was lpnﬁlulltid in South
rfrica, rather than a mere struggle to adjust
wages, '

This is indicated Ef'tht fact that thes
African Mine Workers Union (AMUU) was
established in conjunction uith tha ANC and
the Communiat Party. One theareforms hld'thi

invalvement of ﬁlnpll in working=class action

who were unconnected with the work situation;
and who organised workers to demand concessions
not directly related to the place of work,
Relatively better off workers also associated
themselves with the AMWU, "The Native Mine
Clerks Assoclation affiliated te the AlJU when
they were excluded by the Chamber (of Mines)
from the statutory cost of living allowance
payable to all industrial emsployess® [D‘H||:|
19768:68).

An explieit indication af the strategy Ls
sgen in the February 1943 AMJU demands from a
governmeent commlseion: in addition to bread
and butter issues, they called for an end to

- bourgeoisis; Given the barrage nr-lluillltinn

.plttr bourgeoisie would ally themsslves in a

migrant labour and the compound system (D"Maara
19781668). Naturally these demsnds were by and
large not met. Nevertheleass, they implied tha
makings of a particulat strategy which
confronted the system not only on bread and
buttar issuss but also at ites Foundation: the
migrant labour aystem, '

There seemed to be u-u-lnpinq amongst
workaecas thl.q:nuinn realisation that thelr
interests as workera could beat bs served in
an alliance with slements of the black petty

which oppresssd workers doubly - as workars

and as blacks = and also discriminated sgainst .
the black petty bourgeoisis, it was inevitable
that at some or other time both worfkers and

common cause. The latter were making littla,
if any, headway by attempting to work within
the systes to sxsct reforms which could co-opt
them, More than anything eless, thay lacked a
mass base,

Thae 1946 mineworkers strike was not
simply & mirror of the general state of the
labour movement during this period, Due to
the sxpansion of hithsrto amall-scale secondary
industry (a specific factor which differentiates
S5outh Africa from many ‘other "Thifd wWorld"
societies) there was-p rising tide in
uﬁrklnq class activity which reached a peak in |
1945 whaen the Confederation of Nen-European
Trade Unions (CNETU) cleimed a membership of
158,000 in 119 unions (0'Meara 1978:65), During
the war yesars (1939=45) the strangth of the
settled urban working class involved mainly in
sacondary industry increased markedlyj; this

was dug to the lsportance for capitalism and
the state of the smooth continuation of
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production as part of the war affort. The
relative lack of unesploymsnt becauss of tha
rapid growth in this sscondary littnl.lﬂd!d to
the strength of the working class, (in a period’
of low unsmployment the working class has far
more bargaining power). For these ressons

the state took no blatantly repressive

messures againgt the labour force involved

in sscondary industry. At tha sane time it

'is equally important to bear in mind that thers

was no attempt made to co—opt this labour
force by institutionalising conflict (eg
through the recognition of trade union °
rights, collective hargaining prnnlilii,
state=run conciliation mechanisas, stc),

It would ba too simple to argus that
the state's responss to the crisis which the
migrant labour system faced, was mersly mors
and more neked repression, It did, of course,
appear to be this, Howsver, underlying this
sppearance was & Far mors subtle adjustseant
of the migrant labour ayatem, The lesssdiate
needs of capitalism in the post-war periocd
centred around the control of 'the unemployed
section of tha working class, ‘snd the .
distribution and sllocstion of labour betwvean
the thres sectors of mining, agrieulture and
manufacturing (secondary industry). The state
set up apparstuses,; such as the labour
bursau system, to allocats labour on a mors
efficient basis between the thres major sectors
of the economyy

Given the riaing tide of uvnemploymant
during this post war pericd (and this must
ba sltuated within the general post=war
depression), this atate used this labour
allocation system to snaure stricter conktrol
af the unemployed fraction of the working class,



The relatively weakened position which the
doninated classes found themselves in because
of high unemployment also enabled the state
to act decisively in the interssts of capital
in genaral, and smash any threat from
organised resistance. That such organised
resistance was showling ingressing militancy
was fast becoming evident,

Aftgr 1948 the trend towards an opposition
front smbracing a broad multi-racial nationalism
was realised. The black peatty bourgeoisis was
gub ject to the restrictions of repressive race
lawa, whils conditions for black workers wera
worseningj this wae the basis for an alliance
batwesn tham, The conalderable desngers
facing trade union leadership, the declina of
puraly working class organisations with the
rasultant decrease in the mobllisation of
workers, together with the futility of the
ponstitutional protest strategy ﬁurluiﬂ by
the ANC led to the latter being transformad
intoc a mase nationalist movement, Working.
class discontent was Incresasingly channalad
into tha ANC, and prominent trade unionists
moved into important ANC leadership positions,

. Communists joined the ANC, and militant
Congress Youth League, which was locked in
atruggle againat the old guard; played an
important role in transforming the ANC into
2 mass=based organisation, Ths strategy was
glearly ona of popular resistance, which was
a response to both the represaive cole of
the state, and the economic conditions of
South Africa at that time,

In response to the militancy of worklng
class action in the late 1940s; the state
actad to smash the power af bthe warkers and
of the national lipesration movement represented

by the Congress Alliance. In 1950 the Communist
Party was bannedi 1953 saw the Native Labour
Act met up works commalttess, this being part

of a strategy aimed at continued non=recognitio
of black trade wunions and thes ancouragement

of the committess as & substitute for unionsj
Influx control was tightened up, especially

in Cape Town during 1950, )

By 1954 the refusal of the state to
legally recogniss the African trade uniona
drove the more militant onas to polltical actie
In the same ysar the South Africen Congress of
Trade Unions (SACTU) wes formed as the trade
union wing of the Congress Alliance, The latter
was in fact taking the lead in utilising
working peoples's griewances as part of an
overall stratsgy of popular resistanca, This
does not mean that no factory-based action
took place, but rather that it did not
predominate, For example, the Food and
Canning Workers Union, & SACTU affiliate,
combined political activity with shop=floor
prganisation and met initially with =
remarkable amgunt of success. However, by
1959 repressive action by the state and
employers had undersmined the effective
organisation of this union.

The SACTU strategy has come In For some
oriticism, One of two assusptlone wvnderclie
these criticisme; Flrstly, thet if the worklng
class enter into an alliance with any othar
class (eg the petty bourgecisie), 1t will
inevitably be sold down the river snd therefors
has nothing to gaim From such an allisncej
alternatively, if the working class is in &
very weak positionm amd unites with anocther
oppressed, non=working class group, 1t must
only do so on its own terma to avold being

"time, whieh wers both Independent of; and gave
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sold down the rivers At the same time; it must
concantrate its actions at the polnt of

production so aa to build up and consollidate
ita strength before taking on broader

struggles, Thesa assumptions wunderlie ' some
of the griticlisms which have been levelled
againat the SACTU position that thers could
be no fight For higher wages without s Fight
for national liberation.

Webetar,; for axample, arguss that this
strategy led to the trade union struggle
being subordinated to the national liberation
struggle, Worker energlies wers continually
diverted into politically-hasad stay away
campaigne, Thia, he says, is what happened
in 1958 when the sssantlially workar=based
slogan af "a pound a day' was taken over and
and turned inte the 'fake' slogan of "the
Hats must go', According to Webster, mesmbers
ware aigned up for SACTU after 1958 without
being properly organisedy when the unions
falled to improve materisml conditions,

support fell away. Wabster concludea that
SACTU "faliled to locate the struggle on the
battle ground where workers could establish
viable intermediary institutions to win thes
confidence to take on wider struggles” (Webater,
1979:13).,

It would be oversimple toc regard this
critigue of SACTU's strategy Iin tha 1950s
as the final statement, This is the case; even
if the critique is valid, What one has to take
into agcount when subjecting a straktegy to

griticismy, are thea soclal conditions at the

rise to, the particular strategy adopted.
debeter is aware of the nesd to locate SACTU
within its historical context:




"Faced with,..dsterlorating conditions,
black workers responded through a
groundswall of popular resistance such
a8 bus boycotts, and SACTU had to choose
either to let this wave of opposition
sweep past them or respond positively by
trying to direct it intoc & more wiable

and sustained opposition. Wot surprisingly

they chose to try and capture it, but
lagking any adequate crganisational base

they were forced to use the limited tactic

of the stay-away - a tactic as we have
se@an, that 1ls most effective when =oma
form of Ffactory organisation sxisted®
(Webster 1979:113),
We can conclude that the 19508 and sarly
19608 saw the development of an increasingly
violent form of state repression of working
class activity, and & refusal te institution-
alise conflict in any way by granting legal
recognition to the trade union movemant,
Working class strike activity socon became
ingorporated into a broader strategy aimed
primarily at the liberation of the popular

masses, By the 19808 the state had
successfully,. crushed the lgbour sovament,

PART Il OF THIS ARTICLE, DEALING WITH THE
19708, WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF wWIP,
Worka referced tog

D'Meara, D, ™The 1946 Mine Workers' Strike
and the Political Economy of
South Afcica®™ in Contemporary

Southern Afedl Studiesat

ARLSSTA RTEI0AN Srucligd
fisssarch Papers, Kallaway and
Adler ildls. Wits University,

1978,

Webster, E,Cy "Stay Aways and the Black
Working Claass since the .
Second World War = The
avaluation of a strategy”.
Mimeo, 1979,
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THE TREASON

TRIAL .

FOR THE firat time in nearly two decades,
tha charga of High Treason has besen levelled

against a group of accused in South Africes.
Between 1956 and 1961, leading members of

the Congress Alliance (comprising the African
National Congress, Congress of Democrats,
South African Congress of Trade Unions,
Indian Congrass and South African Coloured
Pecples' Organisation) stood triml in
Pretoria, charged with treaseon, But
subseguent to thelr acquittal; the state
praferrad to charge ite political opponanta
under the so=called Sabotage, Terrorisms

or Suppression of Communism (Internal
Security) Acts. A change in this pattarcn

was notlced when 11 Soweto students were
charged with sedition in the recently
concluded Kempton Park trial, Subseguant to
them being found guilty on that charge, 12
man ware charged with the more serious offence
of high tresson im Pletermaritzburg. The 12
accused in this tresson trial all face a main
charge of treason, with 43 alternative counts
frampd under the Terroriem Act, and Further
chargas of conspirecy to commit msurder.

The state has set out & series of scts
sllesgedly committed by ssch of the accuswed,
which it claims cenders tham guilty of the
charges, All of the sccused are alleged to
have been acting in conspiracy with the
banned African Mational Congress (ANC).

The acts allesged agalinest the accused acwe

as Tollowas

socusgd nuaber 13 John Mofokeng Sekets (24).

a). Batwesn Nowembar 1576 and August 1978, ha
underwent military training in Angola, Aussis
and East Garmany,

b). Betwean November 1976 and November 1978,

he had access to and contrel over a cmche of

arms, ammunition and explosives near Witkleigst,

Bophuthateswana s
c). Batwssn July and November 1978 the sccused,
togetmear with others, undertook s mission to
reconnoitre the Transvaal and BophuthaTeswana,
He carried arms in Bophuthatswamns, and on
August T1st 1978 he eogaged membars of tha
South African Police and the Bophuthatswana
Home Guard in armed conflick,.

d), During Nevember 1978, at Phokeng in
Bophuthatswana, Sekete attempted to recruit




people for ANC sctivitles,

.h-i}. On Novesber 22nd, ths accused possessed
™ Hiu-rqv pistol and ammunition in the Kostar
Atownahip,

accused nusber 2: Tladitsagas Moses Molefe (23)

d)e. During the period October 1976 to October
.19?31 Molefes underwant militacy training in

* Angola; Russis and Zambias,

b). During October 1978 he was part of = group
whiah intpﬁdla to establish hll-; in South
Africa to conceal men and arms, and which also
intended to attack policea atations near Vryburpg
and Mafeking. During this mission, he carried
arms in Bophuthatswana. On 27th October 1978,
naar Madimola; he sngaged members of the
Bophuthataswans Home Guard in armed conflict,

gccused numbsr 3t Jeffrey Ramassks Legoabs (30)

a). Batwsen Decembsr 1977 and Lscember 1978,
the accuasd underwant militacy tralning in
Angolas

b)s During Januacy 1979, he attempted to
recrult s parson ln Sowstos

g)s On Bth March 1879, in Dube, Sowsto, he
was in possession of a Makarow plstol,
ammunition, 2 handgresnades and a detonator,

Accused nusber 4: Thibe Jimmy Ngobeni (27).
a)s Beatwesn November 14976 and March 1978 the

accused underwent military traiming in Angola,
Russia, and East Germany,

b). During March 1978 he made trips teo
Malasulsle and Tehikundu areas; Gazankulu,

to find plages whare acma and man sould be
concealed, :
¢)s Batwean November 1976 and Uecesber 1978,
he had sccess to arms caches in Dulwaelskloof
and Elim areas, Transvasl,.

d)s During December 1978, together with &

group including Andrew Maphato (accused
numbar 5), he entered South Africa to
reconnoitre places in the Tranavaal,

pccused nusber S: Andrew Mapheto (20).

a), Betwsen June 1976 and December 1978,
Mapheto underwant military tralning Ln
Angola and East Germany.

Africa with a group ineluding accussd number

b)s During December 1978 he entered South I

5, to reconnoltre arsas in the Transvasl.

agcused number 6: Bennet Pantese Komane (46),

a). Between June 1976 and August 1978, the
accuaed wnderwant military trelning In Angola
and Auesimj he was an instructor at the
Benguela guerlilla trainlng camp in Angola,
b)s Betwesan July 1978 and July 1979, he
sntered South Africa to locats places whars
arms and men could be concealed.

c)s Somstime betwesn November 20th and
Cacembar 20th 1978; he attempted to recruit

a person in Soweto, F

d)e During the period July 1978 and January
1979 ha was in possession of a Tokarsv pistol
and smmunition,

accused number 7: Titus Mogaletcoe Maleka (25).
a). Betwean Decembar 1975 and February 1979,

the accused underfwent mlilitary training in
Angola and Rusaia,

b). Ouring February 1979, togathar with &
group including Sydney Sekwati Choma (accused
number 6), he returned to South Africa to
inveatigate places near Dennilton, Groblersdal
district, Transveal, whare arss and men could
be concealed; there he had access to and control
over a cache of arms and smsunition,

e)s On 8th February 1979; near Dennilton; he
was in possesalion of a Makarov platel and
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ammunitionj on 9th February he was in
possession of an AK 47 rifle,; ammunition and
2 hand granadas,

accused number B: Sydney Sekwati Choma (23),

a)s The accused underwent military training,
b)s During Fabruary 1979, together with
sccused number 7 and a group of men; he
raturned to South Africa to investigate
places in the Groblersdal district whars
men and arms could ba hiddenj in that area

he also had responslbllity Tor &n arms cache.

€)s During February 1979, near Dennilton,
Groblersdal district, he was in posssssion
of arms and amsunition.

accussd numbgr 9: Mandlsnkosi Christopher
Hadebs (27).

), Botween January 1976 and March 1979 he
underwent military trainimg in Angola,

b). Ouring January 1979 in the .

Wjando area, Msinga district, Matal, he

made enguiries about places where arms and
man could be concealedy Iin this area ha slso
recruited pesoples to kill others,

c)s On 11=12 RMarch 1979, together with Mandla
Jack Mthetwa (accused number 10), he brought

2 AK 4T rifles and amsunition inte the Melngas
district,

d)s On 12th March 1979, together with accused
number 10, he attempted to recruit a parson in
the Aainga district. '

accusgd number 10: Mandla Jack Mthetwa (22),.
a). Batweasn May 1975 and March 1979, the accused

underwant military training in Russia,

b). During ths period May 1975 to March 1979,
he had sccess to and control over arms caches
in the Nduso and Nongoms districts of Matal.
£)s On 11=12 March 1979, togethar with Hadebe




(accused number 9), he brought arms and
ammunition into tha Mainga district of Natal,
d).0n 12th March, with Hadeba, he attempted to
rocrult a parson near Njando.

accused number 11: Vususuzi Nicholas Zulu (28).
a), Between Dotober 1976 and June 1979, tha

asceuasd wnderwant military trainming in Angola
and Auasia,

b)s Batween Novembar 1977 and Juna 1979, hes
returned to Sowth Africa to lnvestigate
plpelines near Mersbank, Natal, with tha
intention of sabotaging them,

accused number 121 James Daniel Mange (24),
B)s From Septembar 1976 to October 1978, tha

accuaed underwent military training In Angola
and Aussia.

b)s During July=-August 1978, he returned to
Sguth Africay he lnvestigated the police
station, maglstrates court; and maglstrates
homa at Whittlessa, Cape, with a view Lo
attacking tham,; and killing or injuring

those employed or resident at those places.
£)s During August 1978 he attempted to recrult
a person in Soweto,.

d)s During October 1978 he made arrangements
far & gang to attack the police station,
maglatratea court and homa at Whittlasea,

and to kill or injure thoae employed or
resident there.

THE TRIAL THUSFARS

Oon 15.06.79 tws young man appearsd in the
Pigtermaritzburg Magistrates' Court, charged
with High Treasen, 3 counts of Terrorism, and
2 counts of consplracy to commit mutdet.
fandlenkosl Christopher Hadebe (27) and Mandla
Jack Mthetwa (2?) were detalned by security

police on the night of March 1Z2th 1979 in the
ki jando area of Msinga district, Both allegedly
members of the African National Congress (ANC),
the state claimed that they crossed into Sauth
Africa from Swaziland on Mareh 11th, earrying
parcels of arms and ammunition,

Neither of tha sccused were legally
reprasented at this preliminary court hearcing,
and there was unn-id-fihll surprise when both
pleaded guilty to the charges, which carrcy a
possible death sentence, Hadebe told the
presiding magistrate that "] was Ffighting for
freedom,.,.What [ have dong is something which
anyona Fighting for Fresdom would have done",

The arms cache which the accused were
alleged to have been in control of Iin Mainga
contained 2 AK 47 machine gunes,; several rifles
and pistols, a 9mm Vzor-25 sub-machinegun,
ammunition, bayonata, Fomzi=type mines, hand=
greanades and 31 blocks of TNT.

A few daya later the accused re-appeared
in gourt, this time represented by legal
counasl, who informed the preésiding maglstrate
that the original pleas of guilty should be
reversed, Counasl polnted out that the twa
men had only been given their charge sheet
Z2 hours befors they had pleaded gullty, and
had not had sufficient time to understand the
allegations made against them by the atate, At
a later hearing, Mthetwa told the court that
police had threatened him with assault if he
danied the charges, and had promised that he

would only be seantenced toe 5 years 1tprilnn!Intr
if he pleaded gullty. ALt the conclusion of

these preliminary hearings, the magistrate
alterad the pleas tendered to not guilty, and
the matter was remanded for trial to the
Suprema Court.
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Just over a month after Hadebe and
Hthetwa's initial court appesrance,; ten
further alleged ANC sembers or supporters
were charged with high treason; terrorism,
and conspiracy to commit murder, snd the two
trials ware jJjoined together. When the tan
accused Tlcet appearced in court, aecurity was
axtenalvej the men were chained in leg irons,
and the court was heavily guarded by security
police, ¥han, at the beginning of August, sll
twalve sccused appesred in the Pistermaritzburg
Supreme Court, areed police patrolled the arsa
outaide the courty, and the accused were seated
in a specially constructed shatter=proof
glass cage,; which according to the state
prosecutor was designed to prevent tha
sccused from addressing the public gallery,
and te "uphold the dignity of the Court®.

On tha opening day of the sctual trial,

armed police were atationed at every door and
gate to the court=house, while security police
mingled with the crowd.

State witness Sgt, Stephanus Adrian
Dosthuizen told the court that on 2,08,78
he had besn on border patrol along the
S5outh Africa=Bophuthatswana "border®, The
patrol ancounteared two armad black man,
who openad Firs on them, When msembars of the
patrol returnsd the fire; thes men ran off into
the hills, throwing a hand grenade at the
patrol, Police pursued the men, and Major
Marthinuas Ras of Zeerust police gave svidenca
on finding a haversack contalning AK 47 rifle
magazines nearby,

Ras testifled that the first accusad,
Sekots, was arrested by Bophuthatswanan
police in November 1978, He was handed aver
to Ras on Novembar 24th,; and detalned under




saction & of the Terrorism Act, Under cross=
axamination, Res admitted that 1t had crossed
his mind that he gight be kidnapping Sekets
from Bophuthatswana, as he had not gone through
the legal formalities of extraditing him from
"independent® BophuthaTswana,

Major Thomas Kgeals, who was at tha tims
of Sekete's arrest in command of the Phokeng
police=station in BophuthaTswana, told how
Sokete had sdmitted undergoing tralning in
Angola and Aussis under the auspices of the
ANC, Under croms examination, Kgwals admitted
that when Sekets was brought into his office,
he had besn bleeding from a wound on his head.
It was suggested to Egwele that ha had bgen
part of a group which beat up Sekete at the *
police station: this was denied by the witness,
After & district surgeon who had examined
Sekets testified that the woumd on his head
was consistant with assault, the stats ceased
to realy on any statements allegedly mads by
Sakets to Kgewsle,; presumsbly on the grounds
that it accepted that the atatements were made
after coesrcion (sssault),

Fajor Aeas also testiflied on & clash
betwean South African police and guerilla
forces in mid=January 1979, In thick bush
near the Uerdepoort border post with Botswana,
Ras and twenty anti=insurgency forces came
sccross 2 suspected guerillas. "I took aim at
one of them with an A1 rifle before screaming
#t them, He turned round with a weapon in hias
hand = it was very gulck., I didn"t ses what
wespon it was, I shot First...I did not miss.®
Ras went on to describe tha flerce gun=battle
which followad, in which hand=grenades wers
thrown by the guerillas at the police. Mext
morning security forces ssarched the area, and

found & dead man with a bullet wound under his
noses A pass Book contalming his photograph
gave his name as Patrick Opa Tawa, but finger—
prints taken ldentified the dead man aa
Righerd Mapetla,; Two AEK 47 rifles and "trunks
full' of military sguipment ware Found nearby.

Warrant=0fFficer Chriatiaan . de Wit gave
evidence on & clash batween police and
gusrillas nesar Mafeking on 27Tth October, 1978,
and identified accused number 2 (Molefe) a=
ong of the guerillas irwolved, Near Madimola,
ha found three men sitting under a tree, and
ordered them to surrendet, In the asnaulng
battle, ona of the guerillas was shot dead,
ona kKilled in a grenade sxplosion, and tha
third arcested.

It was at this stage in tha trisl that
the stats indicated Llts intention of applying
for certain svidence to be hald in camsra, with
the public sxcluded from court., This sort of
application has been made regularcly by the
satate in political triale: the claim is made
that particularly bleack witnesses who give
svidence for the state ara subjact to
intimidation, violence and even death, In
racent ysars, the South African courkts have
become more and mors willing to hold parts
of political trisls in camsra, while in 1977
the late Justice Davidson refused to close
his court to hsar svidence in the trial of
the "Pretoris 12' (S ve Sexwals and others),
by 1978 it had becoma common for jJjudges and
magistrates to acceed to stats regquests for
An camers hearings, It was this lssue which
was to increase tenasion and drama in a trial
which already had unusual ingredients,

. During evidence led to support the stats
spplication; presiding judge Mr,. Justice
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Hefer revealed that he had received a letter
purporting to come from the ANC in Swaziland,
The latter, on ANC letterhesd, read:

#"Thia iles the voice of the opprassed
people. We will be Llnside your court
to ses thll‘._ﬂl.ll‘ comrades are I‘Illllilﬂ;
This is no threat but sound advice to

you and your fascist regime. Amandla.

Powar to the peopla,”

The lettaer, together with stats evidence that
it wam ANC policy to kill state witnesses,
convineed the judge to sllow certain black
state witnesses to give svidence in cameras,
with the public exeluded Ffrom court. Quoting
From the official ANC organ, Sechaba, Justice
Hafer said that the alm af the ANC was clearly
to "eliminata’ police informers; witnssses

who testified for the atate in terroriam
trials; and the sescurlty police.

It was at this stage of the proceedirigs
that the sccused decided to effectively
withdraw from further participstion in their
trial, Just bafors thay dismisssd thair
legal represantatlion, l-ﬁlnl counsal told the
court that the accuaed had beaen charged as
mambars of the ANC with treasonj thay
perceived this as attempting to overthrow

tha governmant by all means including
viglence, They considered the courts as
part of the government apparatus,; They
further considered treason to he & crime
affecting soclety, and to excluds the
publie from the trial exeluded thae very
people tha ANC was trylng to reach. Thea
sccused therefore saw no purpose in
participating in the 1n cemers trial, and '
had thersfore dismissed thelir defence lj;rll-.
They wished to take no further part in tha
trlal; and did mot wish to attend court




sassions,

’ As the defence team left the court; the
12 accused stood up and with raised clenched
Fiata; sang and shouted "Amandla® and "Powar
to the People'. The Judge ordered that thay

be removed from court, amd the trial continuad
in their sbsance,

After further svidence had been led, the
Judge ordered that tha accused by brought to
court singly or in pairs, and be given thas
right to cross examine witnesses. John Sekete,
the First accused; confirmed that he would not
taks part in the trial, "Before anything
happens to ma," he told the judge, "I would
like to say thisi it is againat my will ta be
here and I am not prepared to talk or admit
anything®. When the judge told Sekete that
he had the right to cross-examine witnesses
who testified againat himy he responded:

“"Are you doing me a Favour? He claimed that
ha had bean attacked and assaulted by police
in prison, and waas in court against his will,
"] wowld like permisasion to leave, I am not
prepared to listen®™,

According to a state witness who the Judge
ruled could not be identified, Sekete was
previously & student at Naledi High Sechool,
Sowato. After the Juns 1976 rebellion; he and
a number of his friends disappeared. Sekate
left behind a note saying "I am leawving far

Aussla, God is Ethere", While the witness gave
evidence against him, Saketa stalked up and

down the specially=-bullt dock, and subsequently
refused to cross=examine the witness,

Tladitsagae FMolefa, the second actusead,
told the court that he was prepared to
participate in the proceedings iFf the trial
was opened to tha publie. Whan this was

refused,; he said that he would have nothing

to do with the hearing. "Your worship cam
impose sentence on me now" he sald.

Thibe Ngobeni and Andraw H.ph.fn, accusad
numbers 4 and § respectively, also refused to
participates In proceedings while evidence was
led against them. NMgobeni lounged back, reating
his fest against the railing on top of the
dock, while Rapheto stalked up and down as
evidence was given about ANC pamphlets, guns
and amsunition found near Duiwelskloof in
the Eastern Transvaal.

A witness who gave evidence in cemgra
said that he knew Ngobeni From High School
at Louis Trichardt, Later Ngobanl had studiaed
at Turfloop,; the Yniversity of the North,
Luring May 1978, at a house In Malamulele in
the Eastern Transveal, Ngobeni had described
the training he underwent Ln East Germany,
Russis and Mocambigque. He returned to South
Africa to look for places to hide guns and
food, He had brought hand grenades with him
for self-protection against the police,

Two of the accused, Sekete and
Mandlenkosl Hadebe, wete sefntenced for
contempt of court, after they lgnored Juatice
Hafer's warnings to behave themsslves In the
dock, Sekete continually paced up and down
the glass=encased dock while a witness was
giving svidence, and then refused to scknowledge
the Jjudge when he was guestioned. He was then
ordered to stop pacing, and when he ignored
the instruction, was sentenced to & montha
imprisonmant .

Hadebe sat In the dock smoking a cligaretta,
and told the judge to "leave me slone™ whaen
he was ordered to stop smoking. "Tell him
I am considering sentencing him for contempt
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of court"; Justice Hefer told the interpreter,
"Tell the court to do as it pleasss™, Hadeba
retorted. He was then sentenced tea 6 months
imprisonmant s

Giving svidence sgainst Hedebes and Mandla
Mthetwa; a witness sald that on March 11th
1978 he had travelled with the two from
Swaziland an & trip past Vryheld and Dundes
in Natal, Pineapples covered two parcels in
the back of the van, and whan Hadebe and
Mthatws wors dropped off in the bush near
Pomeroy, thay took the parcels with them,

The witness returngd to Swaziland; but was
arrasted the Ffollowing month when he crossed
into South Africa to deliver money to Hadebs
and Mthetwa, At the time of giving evidence,
sixtean months after his arrest; he was still
in detention,

A 1Z=year old boy testified that in
Septesber 1978 he and a friend were cutting
grass at Mkwane's Orift near Ndumo, Mainga
district, They uncovered a packet of weapons,
and ran home to tell their parsnts. Shortly
thereafter, the police arrived. Sgt. Thomaw
0'Connell of securlty police, Ndumo, testified
that ha found two more arms caches fearby,
uaing & metal detector. Jeapons im the cachea
ineluded
6 AKM automatic rifles
3 Russien Scorpion plstols
1 Vzor sub=-machine gun
31 blocks of TWNT
1700 cartridges
31 hand grenades
10 packs of explosives..

The state clalms that Hadebe and Mthetwa wera

in control of these arma caches.
On the day after Hadebe had. baan




sentenced for contempt of court; he complained
that he was being fed inadeguately in prison.
Saying he was belng starved, Hadebes added that
ha had bean given only asugarleas porridgs uhi:h

he would not sat, Wwhen the judge suggested that
he should have thought of prison food before

inviting the court to sentence him for conteampt,

Hadebe replied "Could you sat ths muck supplled
in jall?™ He alsoc sald that he had been
isolated from other prisoners, and was locked
alone in a dark cell, S5talking up and down the
glass=enclosed dock,; Hadebe suddenly grabbed
the door and tried to force it open. He then
smashed his fist agalnat the glass door a
number of times, On several occasions he
shouted at -f:t- witnesses, once saylng toe
a woman witness "They ars our snemisa snd aras
trying to separate ya", The woman bagan
sabbing before complating hear svidence.
According to another detalned witnass
who may not be identified, Vusumuzi Iulu,
accuasd nuaber 11; claised that Teietel
FMashinini, first S5RC president, was a
daceptive person who started riots in Soweto
and then sscaped, lsaving the children in
troubles, By contrast, Nelson Mandela was &
brave leader who stood by his cause and did
not Tun aways The witness alsc claimed that
fulu had wanted to know why Inkatha had not
besn banned like other organisations. He was
angered that Inkatha used the same colours
as tha ANC.

Armad guards patrol the bulldimg round
the clocky most major witnesses give svidence
in gamers, and the press has been totally
sxcluded from court on a number of occasions,
The attitude of the sccused towards tha

-

proceedings remaines the same:; James Uanial

Mange, the 12th accused,; recently replied to
a question from the judge that ™1 told tha
court several times before that I am not
interested in saylng anything, and I am
repeating this for the last tima - pleass
don't ask ms again.”

Juat before closing ites case, the -:-:; lad
evidence that slogans had been written on the
cell walls of the accused, Inter slis, they
creads:

"There coses a time in the life of esvery
natlion = submit or flght = we shall fight
with every =sans at our disposal. Thare 1s
gne way to freedom, Fight. Viva Umkhonto we
Sizwe".

The last of the state's 144 witnesses; Lt.
J.Ps Van RAooy,; then summarised the exhibits
handed in to court by the state, They included
32 AKM amsault rifles; ¥;873 rounds of
ammunition, 120 hand grenadea, 57Tkg of THNT,

& Scorplon sub=machine guns and & Mekarov
plstols,

At the end of the .state case, the accused
again reaffirmed their intention not to
participate in the procesdings. Andraw
Meapheto read out a statement on behalf of
the 12, which sald "wWwe brought to tha
attention of the court that we do not

intend particlpating, but have been
repsatedly brought here agsinst our will",
Trere will sccordingly be no svidenca for

the defence,; and the 12 will not teatify
themaslvea, After a brlef stete argument
calling for the conviction of all the sccused,
tha trisl judges postponed the haaring to
Navember 12th, whan judgement will be given,
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An inmteresting Feature of the trial has
revolved around activity in the so-called
"independent' Bantustan, Bophuthatswana,
Prisonecs have been handad ovar by tha
Bantuatan administration te tha South
African pollee without even the Fformality
of extradition procesdings, and activities
within Bephuthatawana have beaen charged aa
acts againat the South Afrlcan state; The close
co=-pparation betwean the South African Palice
and the Bophuthatswanan home guard in patrolling
borders 1s also of interest,

This is by no meana the first time that
agcused in & political trisl in South Africes
have rejected certaln aspects of Judicial
procedure, At the beginning of the trisl of
18 agcused in Bethal who wers charged with
PAC activities (5 we Mothopeng and others),
the asccused refused to plead to the charges,
saying that thay did mnot recognise tha right
of the court to try thes,Nonestheless, they

‘angaged legal counsal, and sventually gave

evidence in their own defence, It is the
firmnsss of resolve of the 12 Piletermaritzburg
sccuasd, saspecially in the light of the serious
chargas theay Tace, which sakea their cass so
unusual ,




COURTS

Vusumuzi Johnson Nyathi (33).

Charge: Attempting to escape from the police
whnile in custody, The accused was charged in
the Bethal PAC Terrorism trisl, and on its
completion was found guilty and sentenced to
10 years, While detained under Section &

af the Terrorism Act, Nyathi fell from a window
in the Krugersdorp Secwrity Police offices. He
claimad that ha had been thrown out by polices;
the state claimed that he had jumped owkt in an
attempt to eacape. The accused was seriously
injured in the fall.

Jardigks Guilty.

sentence: 1 year, The accused will therefore
aatva an 11 year sentenca.

(Krugersdorp Magistrates' Court, 1.08,79)

Sadecque Variava (29),

Charge: Contravention of his banning arder.

The state alleged that, but accepting a 1lift

to his Lenasia homa in a motorcer in whieh thare

were three others, he had unlawfully attended
a social gathering.

Verdicts Guilky,

Sentenca: 3 months susoended for I years.

{ Johannesburg Aegional Court, 6.08,79)

Smangaliso Patrick Mkhatshwa,

The accused, a banned Catholic Prieat; was
originally found guilty of possessing banned
literature; naely Robert Taber's "The War

af the Flea', He appealed against conviction,
an the basis that he had not known that the
book was unlawful to possess. The appeal was
successful, and conviction and sentence of
AS0 were set aside.

(Pretoria Supreme Court, 7.08,79)

Aubrey Mokoena [31),

Charges Contravention of his banning order

in that he did not notify the police of a
changa of address.

Vegrdict: WNot guilty. The presiding magistrate
found that it was not proved that Fokoena
intendad to commit tha offancE.

{ Johannasburg Aegional Court, 13.08,79)

Sabsey Mathabane (32) and Catherins Hathibe (29§
Charge: Fossession of bannad pamphlats. Tha
of fence, a contravention of the Internal
Security Act, allesgedly took place in Soweto
betwaen August 2&4th and 27th, 1979,

{ Johannesburg Regional Court, B,10.79)

Archibald monty Mzinyatni (24) and Bingo
dentley (Mbonjeni) (46).

Charge: Terrorism, The state alleges that
mzinyathl underwent military training in
the Soviet Unlen between March and July
1977, Bentley is allaged to heve harbouted

Mzinyathli at his home after he tetutned From
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military training, and transported his to a
farm in the Easterm Tranmevaal te hide from the
polices

(Krugersdorp degional Court, 20,.09,79)

dabini Pikashe (4%).

Charge: Transkel Conestitution Act. The
accused, an executive member of the Tranakei-
based Democratic Party, ls alleged to have
wiolated the dignmity of the Transkel "Statas
Fresident®,

(Umtata Magistrates' Court, 3.10.79)

M jenga Santu Sithole (21), Mandla James
Sibiei (20), Ramatlotlo Moses (21),
Christopher Sitembisc Nzuza (20), =

17 year-old youth, and tws 16 ysar-old
youths,

Charge: Terroriam, The state alleges that
batweaen July 19786 and August 1979 the aceused
conspired to, or attempted to, leave the
country for military training with the Iintention
of overthrowing the governmentj theay are also
alleged to have recruited 19 others to leave
South Africa to undargo military training.
The trial is to be held in camera because

of the juvenile accused who are under 18,
(Durban Reglonal Court, 8,10,79)

Aubrey Mokoana (31),

Charga: Contravention of his banning ardar.
No details of the alleged offence werae
avallables at the time of writing. The.case

_i- to ba heard om November 29th 1979,

[ Johannesburg Aegional Court,; 18,09,79)

Ouayum Sayed (29),

Charge: Quoting a banned parson, namaly
dobart Sobukwa, The guote allegediy
appeared inm a 8FPC pamphlet printed by

2 business which the accused is ifnvolwved




ins The pamphlet was entlitled "Heross of
Yesterday, Martyrs of the Struggle'; and
dealt with a press conference given by
S5obukwe on 18th March, 1960,

{Cape Town Aegional Court, 14.09.79)

Mandla Jim Magudulwls (41).

Charge: Terrorism, The state sllesges that
durimg 1976 the acoussd sssistesd Petrus
Kgwadl and 5 others to undergo military
training, and transported them to an ANC
house in Manzini; Swazilend,

The accusad alleges that while in detsntion
at John Vorster Sguare, ha was electrically

shookad by sscurity police in a room called

the "waarkamer' (room of truth). Police havae
denied this, The cass continuss on Novembaer 1Zth
{Kempton Park Aegional Court 11.10.79)

Lazarus Lebelwane (18), Mokgotle Marumo (18),
Ezekinl Seakgua (19), Molefi Nhlaspo (19), and
two 16 yesr-olds.

Charge: Sabotage. The sccused were alleged to
have petrol=-bombed the Seboksng houss of

s Verseniging security policeman; Jeremiah
Mataolos While in police custody the sccused
made "confessions’ to kthe police, which they
claimed had been made after being ssssulted,
Folice denied this; and the magistrate found
that the sccused had lied sbout this,
Merdict: Guilty.

Sentancael Each of the asccusad: 5 years,
(verseniging Regional Court, 2€.09,79)

Simon Sampson Bhengu (73).

Charge: Terrorism, The accused, a diabetic
and heart sufferer, was alleged to have
recrtuited 2 people for military tralning
betwaan July and August 1978, After a
numbar of remand court appedrances, charges

wers dropped againat the accused,
( Johannesburg Aegional Court, 22,10,79)

Dilshad Cacheslia, Ghaleb Cachalia; Moira
Lavy, Jenny Schindler, Anton Harber,
Joachim Schonfeldt, Jeff Locke, Richard
Chambars, Frank van Schaik and Harrist
Gavehon,

Charge: Reslicious damage to property and
trespass,; Tha accused, most of whom are
students at the University of wWitwaterarand,
are alleged to have painted a protest msural
on & wall in Vrededorp, Johannesburg, The
protest wes against evictions, and the
declaration of the area as "white',
(Brixton Magistrates' Court, 11,09.79)

Ross Kunens (18), Gideon Nkutha (20),

Lydia Dakile (20) and Jefferson Lengane (22).
Charge: Murder, The accused wars alleged to
have killed Johsnnas Esterhulzen, a West Rand
Bantu Affaires Adeinistration Board inspecter,
in Sowete on 16th June 1976, Esterhuizen was
one of the Tirst to bw killed in the 1976/77
Sowsto rebellion. After a nuasber of resand
gourt sppesarsnces, the attorney=genseral
dropped charges againast all the accused,

( Johannesburg Magistrates® Court, 9.10.79)

David Gass (51).

Charge: Contravention of his banning ordaer,
Gasa is already serving a 20 month sentence
for a similar offence, On July 23rd he was
allegedly absent from his Umslazi house between
E.,05p.m, and 7.15p.m,, which was & contravention
of his banning erder, Evidence in court told
that during this period he was at m police
station laying = charge of theft againat a
schoolgdirl,

M‘tﬂt Gullty.,
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sentence: & monthe,; to run concurrently with
the 20 month sentence belng searved.

(Uurban Aegional Court, 4.10,79)

Sithembiso Ernest Ngobese (26), Themba
Patrick Nzumalo (26); Eriec Fanavels Mlaba
(22), Mnhlanhls Vvictor Ngidi (25), Kwenzakhs
E£l4i jah filaba (26), Penusl Mpampa Maduna (268),
and Ms Sibongile Albertina Kubheka (27).
Eharge: All the sccused were charged with
cecrulting 21 pecple for military between
May and Decambar 1977, Ngobese,; Nxumalo and
Eriec Mlaba faced a second chargs of attampting
to leave South Afriea during Novesbesr=Dscembar
for military training.

At thes end of the state case, in Juns 1979,
Maduna and El1Ljah Aalsba wers dischacged,

but were re-arrested by securlty police.
Maduna has subssgquently bean charged with
assaulting & policeman, Eric Malaba and

Ngidi were discharged on ene count, but still
faced a sacond charge of Terrorism,.

Judgemant has bean provislonally set down

for the end of October. )

[Durban Regional Court; 1,10,79)

Bhekizitha Dliver Wogubalani ([28),

Chargas Terrorism. The accused is alleged to
have planted a bomb in the Cape Town Supreme
Court on 15,05,79, The accused is further
allaged to have made a number of trips between
Botawana and South Africe, carried amsunition
in Sauth Africa, and manufsctured a bomb, Tha
trial is now due to start on 8.02,80 in the
Capa Town Suprems Court,

(Cape Town Supreme Court, 16,10,79)

S5abatea Dalindyebo, leader of the opposition
Democratic Pacty in the Transkedl,

Charges Fubliec Secutlty Act, This is ths




equivalent of High Treasen, and carries

the death penalty. Nelson and Jinnie Fandela,
both cousina of Dalindyebo, have been
sunmonsed by the defence to testify in the

trial; which is due to be heard in Port 5t.
Johnas It appears unlikely that South African
prison authorities will allow Nelson Mandelas
to leave Robben Island to teatify,

Retirsd attorney=genaral of the Transvaal,
Percy Yutar, who prosecuted in many af South
Africa"s political trials; including fAivonia,
is to lead the prosecuiion for the Tranakel
Bantustan "statas'.

The trisl may be related to the growing
cpposition in Tembuland to tha relgn of

the Matanzima brothers in the Transkei,

and it appears that a number of politiocal
and "tribal' lesders have been arrested and
charged by Transkel Security Folice.

Thandisizwe Mazibuke (29).

Charges Contravention of his banning order.
The accused, a member of the Sowsto-based
'"Committew of 10" untilhis banning, ias
alleged to have attended two gatherings in
Sowsto, on March 30th and August 19th, 1879,
Tha trcial is to bagin in tha Johannasburg
Aegional Court on Nowember 1st,

Amean Akhalwaya (33), Aike Norton (40},

shirley Lue (29), Samusl Pop (48),

Stephen Young (51) and Alice Jacobus (42).
gharge: The accusedy 4 of whom are journallsts
and mambars of the Writers Assccistion of

South Africa (WASA), are alleged to have
entered an African arsa (Sowsto) qlthnut
parmits, They were arrested at s roadblock in
Sowato on 29.04,79, together with a
rapresentative of the Internaticonal Federation

of Journaliste, Ole Johan Eriksen, who was
subssguantly ralsasad after balng guastioned
for saveral hours By poliece, Tha trial is
dus to resums on Novembar 1st Lln the
Johannesburg hagistrates' Court,

Solly Mabiteels (19), Komans Marume (19),
Joseph Geina, Jack Ledwaba (18), Hichard
Magobotlwans (18), Peter Phofu (20), and

a 17=ysar old youth, )

Chargat Public Violences Thay are alleged to
hava atonead 4 busea balonging to tha Lesbowa
Transport Company, as well as a school building
on August 23rd, 1979, Uamage caused was
satimated at A5,300, The trial is dus to
continue in Seshego, Lesbows districkt, on
Oscember 11th,

A Tt=year old youth.

Chagget Terrorism, Between 271st and 26th April,
1979, the accused was alleged to have incited
Edward Buthelezl and Patrick Mziskhulu teo

leave ths country and undergo military training,
The trial was held in camers.

Verdigt: Guilty,

Jentence: S years.
{ Johannesburg Reglonal Court, 21,08,79)

Ms. Thantisa Magunge (19) and Ms., Casssrina
Makhoars (23).

Charge: Soth of the accused are political
prisoners, aarving 5 yesar sentances in Kroonstad
Prison for contraventions of the Terrorism Act,.
They ware now charged with assaulting a white
prison wardress,; Amanda Smith, Magungo told
tha court that Smith had attacked har Iin a
prisan bath=room, and struck her with & set

of keys, She had daefended herself againat the
attack, Evidence was also led that the accused
had earlier complained about the gquality of
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the prisen food, which was not cooked properly.
Anothar politital prisoner, Joyce Reshamba,
gave evidence for the defence, saying that
ralations between prisoners and officials st
the Krconstad prison were not good, and the
type of food given to prisoners was unsatis-
factory.

Verdict: Guilty.

Sentence: Fagungo: AG0 or &0 days.
Hakhosre: R30 or 30 days,.

Aev. Oavid Aussell (40).

Eharget Contrvention af his banning order,
possession of an unlswful publicstion, and
producing a Ilﬁniu publication. Ausssll ims
llllﬁiﬂ by the stats to have besn inwolved in
the production of *Crossrdads Residence, to
have posssssed the book "Bikeo' by Donald Woods,
and to have been absent from his home on two
oecaslons In contravention of his Blﬂﬁlﬂﬂl
order, The trial is to be heard on iurllblr 12
in the Caps Town Regional Cowrt, -

Churahill Luwuno (22).
Charge: Terrorism. The accused gave svidence
for the defence in the Bethal PAC trisl, and
was imasdistely arcested and charged with
per jury. He was then detainad, and -vintunl}y
charged with Terroclism. Tﬁl state claimed that
he laft South Africe and underwent silitary
training at tha handa of the PAC in Swaziland, ]
It was further claimed that he sstablished an
otganisatlion called "Triangle Battls -
Organisation in Spukh Africa, & PAC csll.
Verdicty Guilty,
Sentence: 5 yeara on the Terrorism Act countej

8 months nn'th- per jury charge charge.
(Bethal Aeglonal Court, 14,08,79)

Fpondombini Sigesu [40),; Ntsikayszwe Sigcau




{(36) and Ma Tembani Voko (28).

Charge: Possession of unlicensed firearms
and amsunitien, The two S5igcau brothars

ara the sona of deceased Tranakel state
president, Botha Sigcau, and brothers to

FRa, Stella Sigcau,; dismissed Tranakel
cabinet minister, It is unclear whathar this
matter is related to the trial of Sabata
Dalindysbe (ses sbove). The trial ls due to
take place on Novesbar 2Tth in the Lusikisiki
Magistrates® Court,

ALf Kumalo (a2),

Charge: Photographing people who were in
police custody at the time, and obstructing
the police In the course of thelr duties,

The trisl relates to & secleas of Incldants at
a commemoration ssrvice at Regina Mundi Church,
Sowsto, on 16th Juns, 1977, whare Kumsalo -

was in attendance aa a prass photographer.
Aftar sight remand appearances, the trial date
has been set down for November Gth in the
Johanngsburg Regional Court,

Patar Moll (23).

Charge! Contravaning the Defence Act by
failing to report for military secvice.

The accused; a atudent at the University of
Cape Town, is a conacientious objector, He
believes that dolng sctive military service
in South Africs defends the LIndefensibles,
Verdigt:s Guilty

Sentgncet Moll had & previous conviction for
a saimilar offence, imposed In & civilian court,
Becaua® this charge was brought in a military
courty it was not taken into account,; He was '
accordingly sentenced ko a fine of only RS0,

Jackis Seroke.(19).
Charge: Possession of the Freedom Charter,

which the state claimed was an unlawful
document s

Verdicts Guilty. (The report on this mattaer is
not clear, It is not cartaln that =are
possassion of the Fresdom Charter conatitutas
an offence).

Sentence: 9 months, suspended for 5 yeara.
(Kempton Park Aegional Court, September 1979)

Elias Nkusbi (20) and & 17 year=-old, _
Charge: Terrorism, No details ars availabls
of the charges st present,

{ Johannesburg Regional Court, 15.,10,79)

H.,E, 0'Conner and Ms. J. Joubert,
Charggs Contravention of the Prisons Act.

_The sccused, editor and reporter of the

Eastarn Provincs Herald rllﬁictiullv. WETE
allesged to have published information about
8 prison without taking riliun:ﬂll staps to
verify it, The report involved dealt with
tha refusal by prison authorities to allow
cartain ministers to ses prisoners,

Verdigt: Not Guilty,.

(Grahamstown Reglonal Court, 24,08,79)

Ma. Judy Favish (27).

Lharge: Contravention of har banning order,

by being out of the Cape Town magisterlsl .
district, Ms, Favish was allegedly arrested

in Rondebosch, Shortly after a court
appearance, in which her address was mentioned,

the windsereen of her car was smashed outsdde
har home,

3 boys and & girl, all undar ths sge of 18,
Charge: Public Vioclence., The trisl arises from
an ingident on August 30th 1979 when 300 people
rioted and smashed buses, cars, shops and
bottle=stores after & riot at a football match

in Sharpeville. The 4 accused 'are alleged to
have been part of that eérowd, Similar chargeas
against 4 other youths wers withdrawn, The trial
continues on Novembsr 16th,

(vereeniging Aegional Court, 26,09,.79)

Janes Barrett and Bill Gardiner,.

Both officials of NUSAS, the above=

megntioned were subposnaed to make

statements in relation to student-

produced publications. At separats

hearings hald in camsrs, both mads

stateamenta, It appears that thay have now

besn charged with producing undesirable
publications.

[{Cape Town Magiastrates" Court; September 1979)

" Iwalakhe Sisulu,

Sisulu, presidant of tha Qritltl' Association
of South Africa; was aummonased hirnrl ]
magletrates to make & statement on dealings
with then=detained Post reporter, Thami
PMkhwanazi (who hae subseguently been charged).
Sisulu deelined to answer the questions, Tha
matter was hald In camera, and at its
conclusion Sisulu was sentenced to 9 luntn;
imprisonment, He is currently appsaling
against conviction and senteance.

(Pretoris Maglstrates' Court, 6,08,79)

John Phala, John Thabo, Latals Ben Mashinini,
Solomon Musi, Bafana Vincent Nkosli and

Phllip Khoza = appeal,

These six mean were convicted and sentanced

to lengthy teras of impriscnment in the
Springs ANC Terrorism Trial in November 1977,
LAfter various proceeedings in both trisl court
and the Appeal Court, sll except Musl have

been granted leave to sppeal agalnst sentence
but not eonviction. In the trial, the




following sentences were handed downy

Phala: 30 years.
Thabo and KEhozaz 15 yearss
Wkpsl and Hashininii 12 years.

Husi (who doss not have leave to appeal )& years

(Appeal Court, Bloemfontein, i.ﬂﬂ.?ﬂ}

Hlubi heith Bityana (24) and Douglas Dalisile
Chargas: Tlrrnfii-. Bityana ia alleged to hawve
incited Dalisile to undergo military tralning.
ialisile is mlleged to have undergona training
in Swaziland under the auspices of tha ANC
betwasn April 1978 and April 1978, Both
accused ars mambera of tha Sowete Studenta’
Leagus (55L), which was formed after the
banning of the S5RC in Dotobar 1977

Verdigts Gullty.

Sentence: Bityana = 5 years,.
Dalisile= 7 years,

(Kempton Park Suprems Court, 23,10,79)

Kedibone Christopher Mathabe (21), Colin
Makgale Kotu (23), Simon Mashige (19) and
Elias Hodiga (19).

Charge: Terroriem, The accused, all members

of the Soweto Students' League (55L) are
alleged to have set fire to a school on
16,08,78 in <hite City, Jabavu, inclted othars
to set fire to the house of a school principal
in Sebokeng; near H-rl-nlﬁing, and organised
riotous behaviour at the funeral of Aobben
Island prisonar Johannes Matscbane in
Sgbokengs Inter alis, they are alleged to

havae imcited others te burn the house of

8 Sebokeng security policesan, Jeremiah Matsodo.
5 men have already been convicted for this
offence (see trial of Lazarus Lelelwane and
athers, above).

(Kempton Park Supreme Court, Dctober 1979)

‘Verdicts Mabaso was acquitted on all counts,

Linds Fogale (18) and Eliss Jimmy Mabasc (22).
Charge: 3 counts of murder, 3 of attempted
murder, one count of Terroriss,; and various
alternative charges. The accused ace

alleged, inter alis; to have fire=bombed the
house of & Soweto school principle and

thereby been responsible Ffor thoss killed in
that attack, and have aécepted the revolutlionary
aims of ths South African Youth Aevalutlonary
Council (SAYAC). Both mccused wers members of
the 55AC and the 55Lj Hogale served as .
the last prasldent of the S55AC prior to its
banning, and Mabaso as an 550 president. Mabaso
is already secving a 5 year sentence for
Sabotage,; The trial has besn marked by guite
cematkable allegations of assault agalnat
police by state and defence witnesses; ss
wall as by the accused, A number of peopls
confessed to the crimes Involved when in
police custody, only Tor it to ssesrge that
thair confessions could not be true. One of
the state's chief witnesses subseguently
repudiated his svidence, claiming that he

had been forced into making & series of false
statements, The trial judge accepted that
Mogals had baen assaulted by police; that his
testh had been broken off with a palr of
pliers; and that he had been slectrically
shocked by police.

Mogale was Tound guilty of Terrorism; culpable
homicide,; assault, arson and maliclous damage
to property.

Sentence: An affective 7 years.

(Krugersdorp Supreme Court, 10,08,79) ]

Ceon du Plessis (28),
Charge: Ufficial =2ecrets Act and Dafence Ack.
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Du Plassis, & journalist, was mlleged to have
besn in possession of 35 military documents
which had been passed on to him by ons Jamss
Bepaumont, who had bean In the SADF signals
cofpes. Beausont swas previously Found gullty

on similar charges and sentenced to 3 yesars,
suspendad ,

The trisl of Du Plessis was held in camera,
and Fow ﬂnt-til arn availables

Verdicts Guilty on 5 counts under the Officisl
Secrets Act, and one count under the Dfence Act
ssntences & months and R250, plus 2 years
suapended ,

(Johannesburg Suprems Court, 26,09,79)

Priscills Jans (35).

Charge: Crimen Injuria. The accused, a
banned Johannesburg attorney, was alleged
to have called a security polieman "a pig's
Verdigt: Guilty.

Sentence: RS0 or 25 days.
(Benoni Magistrates® Court, 25,10,79)

Jeremiah Kgokong Majatladi (23), Thami

derald Fkwanazl (28), Ronald Emphraim
Mamoespa (18), Lebogang Christy Hokons (18),
Petrus Karel Senabe (22), Andrew Moati

Phala (18), Descon Sekibala Mathe (22),
Conrnelius Maphethl Lesuw (168), and a

1é=yaar old,

Charget Tercorlem, The state alleges that the
accused attempted to recruit s number of
people to undergo military training.

- (Pretoria Magistrates' Court, 26,10,79)



WINTERVELD

WINTEAVELD = a name that like those of
Crossroads; Thornhill, Glenmore, is becoming
more and more common in the libersl press,
that is beginning to elicit cries of oukrage
from the Progs; attespts at socisl action by
the churches... Why? The guestion is neither
idle nor facetlious; for the bullding up in
the media of an area as an emotive lssue i
all too common,; and as I hope to show later,
all too destructive,

The history of Winterveld thet is to
follow will isalate specific trends and
processes, and hopes o show that like so many
of the resttlemant villages, sguatter camps
and other varlieties of dumping grounds,
Winterveld is not LImportant in itself as an
area to be focusmed on to the exclusion of all
the others, Hather, the dynamlcs that go to
makes up Wintarveld, those of unemploymeant snd
labour control,; of repression and ethnic
ideologlies; render the place symptosatlic of
much that iz happening In South AfFzlice today.
Tha informatisn presentad hare should ba

seen as an attempt to analyse &nd illustrate .
theae dynamlcs and is mot LIntended as an

exposd of an isclated incident (er an

"ynusual event™ instead of an "on=galng
proceass™ - sas the article on "Clenmore
Resettlement™ in WIP 9).

Winterveld is a vast area about 35 km
te the northwest of Pretoris and within the
"bordera'" of '"ilndependent' BophuthaTawana.
The plece ls privete and freshold land
balonging to African landownars who had bought
it es Tar back as 1938 from a lend speculatlion
company. The company had sold it off Im 5

.and 10 morgen plots when it was declsred a

releassd area under the 1936 Land Act. The
land is zoned for agricultural smallholdings,
yat today it has a population of anything
betwasn 300 000 and 750 OO0,

The histery of the origins of the
Winterveld pepulation 1s at once the histery
of the vast population upheavals and resetile-
manta that constitute much of South Africa's
histary inm the 19502 and 196808. The mechanl=

ization and capitalizetion of white=ocwned
farming &t this time meant that the last
vestiges of a semi=feudal sgricultural labour
force, labour temants and sgquatters, were
evicted from &he land., The rural villages in
which many of them wers ressttled wera far
from employzent, and no sgricultural lend was
made svallable to them., It is many of these
people who constitute the Winterveld popule=
tion,

The second large group is yat another set
of victims of resettlementy This time those
who were moved from "bleck spots' around
Pretoria. The spproximately 30 000 popula=
tion of Lady Selborne,; as well eas the Lnhabi-
tants of Esstwood, Riverside and Esrsterus
are included here, They should have recelived
housing in the "willages" of Mabopane and
Ge=Renkuwe, but beceauss so Few houses were
built; the owver=Fflow snded up renting plots
from Winterveld landlords: The sass with
those evicted from mission land.

The third group is thoss people who have
moved to Wintsrveld becauss of lack of
accommodation, overcrowding, endorsements out;
etec, from other asress on the Aeef, The demoli=
tion of the small Freshold plota end sguattar
concentrations near Germiston, Kempton Park
and Senani; In the late 19508 and early
19608; means that many Winterveld residents
atil]l work on tha East Rend and travel daily
from one and of the resf to the ather.

Winterveld as & whole comprisss an area
of about S0 km In dismeter. OF thia only the
S morgen plots, thoss clossat to Mabopene, are
densely settled. This erea, commonly known
a8 Stakoneng = "close togethar', 'shantytown®
= 18 estlsated to have a population density




af 185 par ha; The Turther awey one BOVEs
from Maboparne the mors sparsa settleasnt
becomas, Yet thare are very Few amallholdings
whara there are no sguattsrs at all.

It is also probable that once s amall-
holder has sllowsd tenants onto hqrfhll land
& process has begun that is very difficult
to limit, Tenant farming iz ln wmany casea

more profitable than sgriculture, snd st times
of drought (ms at present) thace Lia an added
incentive to allow tenants onto tha land and

- to secure & steady cash income, This is; of

eourss; on 8 mores Tundamental level ons of tha
results of tha srosion of ressrve agriculturws.

"Squatters' pay betwsen R3,00 snd R5,00
par month for & plot on which to build,.

Hn-lu|:+.|hnu}u thay -lil into & Hl:lﬂ‘-hﬁull-‘
or ons that has besm built by & landlord,

rents will ba considersbly higher. Houses

vary greatly in size = from two to seven roomsj
the majority sre built of sud or home-made
bricks and have zinc rocfs.. Thers ace alse
large numbers of tin and woodsn shantisa.

Apart from the sain road running through
Winterveld and an sxtremaly efficient bus
sarvice (to transport labour) theze ls no
infrastructural development whatsesvar, Watar
is bought from pumps balonging to landlords at
Zc for 20 litres, or sbout 40c for = 200 litre
drum. Tha pit latriness that do axist ars often
vary closs® to ths borsholss rendering high the
possibility that water is unfit to drink,

There are only 4 doctors in the ares, and while
thars are clinics at Mabopana and Klipgat and

a hospital at Ga=RAenkuwa,; thess ars often not
avalilable to Minterveld residents. ODlssasss
such as dyssntery; gastro-sntaritis, bilhar-
zis, kwashiorkor, bronchitis snd VD that are
related to poverty, aslnourishment snd un-
hygleniec living conditions ars coamon in the
AE#E.

Winterveld hit the hesadline in 1973 when
the Pretoris Wews did an exposd of conditions
there. The flurry of publicity resulted in a
Departmant of Health sucvey of the ares

_{unlulillhll] a8 wall as the tabling of

parlismentary gquestigns esbout conditions in
ths srea. At the time it was sald that at
1I||tl12 tamporary achools wers being planned
for the aresj that hostel sccommodation was
being made available; that 10 000 houses werse
to be bullt in Mabopans Cast. The Deputy
Minlatar of Bantu Acministration, Mr TNH
Janson, was reported to have sald thats




The establishment of a police station Iin
tha sguatter areas would be an Important
atep Im plans to control the development
of the sluma,

MNow, five years later; there are still no
asrvicesi of all that was sald to have been
planned only the police statlion was built,
The guestion that has to be asked Ls why?
what, Lf any, are tha reasona Tob tha Fact
that s clty of half a million people has besn
neglected for so long and in such conditiona?
Libersl indignation sbout the situation in
‘Winterveld cennot provide sny sneswers., MNor
can exposds of overcrowding and dissases, as
well as the resultant plans and demands For
Tgguattear upgreding' produce sny indicationa
gs to why Winterveld exists at all.
Thea snswers are rather to be sought in

the history of proletarisnization: in the need

It has been argued that it is caplitalist
sccumulation itself that constantly
produces,; in relstlon to.ilts own snsrgy
and extent; a relatively redundant working
population, i.s. & population which is
superfluous to capital's aversgs require-—
mantes for lts own valorization, and la
therefore & surplus population.

In other words, capital is only capltal
becsuse it increases its mass (eccumulates).
This it deoes in that labour produces more
than the value of its wages snd this surplus
foes to the cepitelist. This surplus is
then reinvestsad in more machinery and more
labourars.

The surplus can also be increased in several
‘other ways, For example, by increasing the
length of the working day or by forcing
labour to work harder Ffor the same wvages,
However, Lncreasingly cepital ig anlarging
the surplus produced by the working class
by introducing mechines that allow each
worker to produce more goods. Whereas

~ previously 3 workers using 3 nachines

to sacure for Industry a cheap labour forcej
in the need to control that labour forcejg and
in an exemination of the forms that this

It ie in thia context that
it becomes explicable that of all that was
promised to Winterveld,; only a police station
= an lnstitetion that has direct control
functions = waes bullt,

control assumes.

It is in this senss
too that the negotiations betwesn South Africa

‘and BophuthaTewsna as to who is responsible

for Winterveld, and ths sttempts to evict
non=Tawana Ffrom the area becoms comprehesnsible.
For this is ons Tacet of the struggle betwsen
the South African state and its functionaries
over delegetion of rt-pﬁn-ihilttill.

It ie only in 1977 that wWinterveld again
becomes anything of an lssue In the medie.
This time in the context of BophuthaTswana
It was reported in the RDA
af 77.12.07 that, "The South African asnd

Yingapendence' .

produced 3 itema, now 1 worker uses

3 machines to produce & items.

This means that workers are lldl-tlﬂunﬂint
to the sccumulstion needs of capital. And
now workers are unable to find jobs,

These unemployed pecple fulfil the role of an
n tria ggerva army For cepitalism,
They cen be sbsorbed ints employment during

-periods of rapld growth of the economy or

when lerge projects such es railway lines,
harbours, etc are undertaken. The industrial
reaerve army also serves to depress wagos

in that cepital can always threaten those in
employment with dismissal if they should strike
for higher wages (see some of the ceses
discussed under Labour Action in this lssue,
and the Eversady Strike that was discussed

in a previous issue). ’

It can, therefore, be seen that the surplus
population or industrial reserve army ils -
functional to cepital.
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’
BophuthaTeswana governments are to cooperate

in the resettlement of thousands of blacks
sss@among the key targets are the sguatters in
Winterveld,..and Thaba "Nchu in the Free 5tate®,,
At the same time an sgreemant was made between
South Africe and BophuthaTawana to tha affect
that South Africa would undertake to ressttle
all thoses who wantsd to move, and that Bophutha-
Tewana would let the rest stay there untll
provislons were mada for tham,

This sgresssnt betwesen the South Africen
and BophuthaTswana (BT) suthorities has at base
The one is the need to control
and to resove an sxcessively large surplus
population churacterised by incressing poverty
and rising unemploymant, from too closs
proximity to the South Africen industriasl.
centre, This is particulsrly so In the context
of the dramatic increass in Africen unemploymant
in South Africe inm the 19708, and in the context

twD CONCECNE.

It has besn pointed out that it is only by
understanding the ultimate unity of intearsasts
betwsen the ssployed and unesployed, end by
combining in orgenisationss that the oparation
of this process of competition that is aso
useful to cepital, csn be counteracted.

" The reserve arwy ‘can, during psriods of

capiteslist crisis, grow too large and pose

a threat to politiecal stebility., The unam=
ploysed may sven rise in a revelt of despars-
tion and demand jobs, food and housing,

or reslst attempts made to remove snd control
them,

This proeess, originally writtenm about in the
nineteenth century is eatill occurring today.
But & new fector .has been added to the
creaation of a relative surplus population,
Marx argued that the size of the industrial
resarve army went through “wviolent fluetus-—
tiona™ as capital went through crises or
sxpanded and grew. Recently, howaver, a

naw process has started, sspeclially in




of the threat csused to the state by the 1976
disturbances.

The second ls the necessity for 'homaland'
suthorities to eliminate a population that is
both non-Tswana (end makes a mockery of
nationalist claims to ethnic purity) and that
poses a threat to political stabllity.

The issue of political stability and the
necessity to remove and control unemployment
so as to achleve it, is & dominant thess of
the Riekert Commission report (ame !LE.E] and
many of its recommendations are aimad
. Going further back in time
it can be argued that one of the h-y'funntinn-
af the sntire pnliﬁf of "homsland independenca’
is aimed at the decentralisation and the
removal from direct South African jurisdiction

precisely at this.

of tha unﬁirul of the unemployed.

The BT government would like to withdraw
from its funmction of control and statements
such as the following by the BT Minister of
the Interior (RDM, 79.05.29) are indicative
of thisi
BophuthaTawana was undesirable because the

"The pressnce of aguatters in

country was not a "dumping ground'"”,

countries where a lsbour foroe for capital
was rapidly and vielently created (Africs,
Latin America and Asia), and where the
largeat proportion of production is accounted
for by multi=national corporations or very
large Jlocally=owned companiss.

These 'monopoly' companies rely for their
teachnology and machinery on what is being
developed in countrles such as thes USA,
Carmany, ete; and; tharefore, apply cepital-
intenaive (machinery cather than people)
techniques in the "Third World' countries
whara they opsrate. When these companies
gxpand they do not sbsorb/esploy the
industriel ressrve army, or only sbsorb a
vary small section,

Yat the redlity of the sltuation is
precisely that: the country is a Fulninq
ground; and all that the South African state
es its reeponsibllity is to move a sectlon
of the population from one dumping ground ko
the other in the interests of ethnic purity.
It is In thess terms that the setting up of
the new Ndebele 1'Il"i'm:nlm-l:I.uﬂu:r", many of whose
inhabitants are ex-Wintsrvelders, can be
ynderstood. Owver the past year a process has
bean set in motion of pushing Winterveld
residents out of the area through & variety
It is the details and dynamics of
this process that will now be examined.

In Auvgust, 1978, BT police launched a

of means.

Plot
owoers and tensnts who ware arrested were fined

geries of raids on Winterveld residents.

R30 or thirty days for not having permits, and
for thus being 'illegal squatters', Two issues,

‘that of sgquatting and illegality, as well as

that of permits need to be examined in more
datail.
ig in fact not illegal, nor are its inhabitants

Firstly, the Winterveld population

sguatters. Winterveld people are living on

rented land with the willing consent of the

Ellllir, labour=intensive aperationa, could
abaorb the unesployed during periods of

growth, but they account for an ever decrasas-

ing proporticen of productive activity as they
get sgqueezed out or taken over by the
"monopoiies. Or else they are forced to
smploy exactly the same capital=intensive
tachnigues to be able to compete with the
very large firma,

The implicationa are that a section of the
ralative surplus population are not anly
unamploysd but unemployabla by the dominant
large-scale, cepital=intensive section of
the sconomy, Thay have besn marginalised.
= ads.
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owners of that land. In no way is their
Why then are thay

atigmatised ms squattera?

occupation illegal,

Legally, squatting in African areas is a
phencmenon that does not exist. WNo exlisting
legislation incorporates the possibility of
illegal occupation of African-owned land,

{(The 1935 Land Act defines squatting on .
‘white—owned land only; while the proclamations
relating to land tenure in tha "homelands'
(rR192/67, R188/69) contain no description of
sguattings 1In a study of BophuthaTawana

done by the Potchefstroom University

Inatituut wir Streekbeplanning it Lis finally
decided; using tha dafinition of the BT
secretary for Internal Affalrs, that sguatting
oCCcurs

as gevelg van die vestiging van Bantoes

wat van slders afkomstig is en nie volgens
wetlike voorakrif gegkied het nie, dit
onapontlik is om ordelike beplanning te
handhaaf ("...beacause of the settlement .
of Bantu coming from elsswhere and not
eccording to legal prescription, it is
impossible to maintailn orderly planning™).

Winterveld then becomes a squatter- area
primarily becausa itas residents mowved there
by them W end were not settled by the
This impliesa that those who are
"gguatters' are evading ettempts at control.

atate,

It 1s in such attempts to escape bureau—
caatic control.that the conception of Winter=
velders as "illegal™ has its origins, With

these two ideclegical notions of "squatters”
and "{1legality™ goes that of impermsnance.
The rationale goed thus: Becsuse they are
sqautters they are illegel and because they
are illegal they will have to be soved.
Further, once they are only there temporarily

there is no need to provide housing or




services.

Howsver,; the provision of Wintsrveldsrs
with & stemped residence permit in thair
reaferance bookms; untll.at least hall way
through 1977 ssema to belis the asbove. This
is not in fagt so., For while a residence
stamp does mean a degtes of official recogni-
tion of the sxistence of Winterveld, Lts
importance liss more in its relationship to
smploymeant than to lesgal sccommodation. For
what the significance of a residence stamp is,
is that it sallows people to reglster as work-
asskers, Oncs residence stamps are no longer
issusd people can no longer get legal jobas.
It i3 in the refussl to issue residence stamps
~that the first indications of tha process of
exclusion of the people of Winterveld Trom
acceas to jobs snd the beginning of what I
shall term thei®r marginalisetion can be seen,

The police raide on the Winterwveld
"sguatters' continued with increasing intensi=
ty from Auguat until at least Novembar; 1978.
Press reports reveal that as harmful as the
continual necesaity to pay the R30,00
adaission of guilt fines, Hlllthl degres of
ingecurity that resulted smongst the populse
tion e well as the institutionslisstion of
their 'illegal' status. Even today it is not
clear whether the polige action taken was in
fact "legal' = tha poverty, isolation and
insecurity of the people concernsd as well as
fears of victimisation mesnt that at no atage
was tha right to rald rent-paying tenants
sver challenged. (An interesting aspect of
the incldents, and one that still character=
ises Winterveld todey, is the cooperation
between the BophuthaTswans and South Africen
pnl?tl; For while the actual land ralds are

a BT affalr, the adeinistrative aspect =
charges, paymant of fines, etc - all takes
place in the South African police station at
Fabopana. Thare ocould be no clearer indicatlion
that the fundamental function of control is
crucial and that ultimately i1t makes no
difference who carries it out]).

Thare are a'‘number of other issues that

developed around the raids, as well as consider-

abla confuaion dum to the unclesar legal
position, )
Firstly, four landowners, instead of
paying admission of guilt fines, allowsd
theeselves to be charged. The charges were
a) harbouring pwepla who had no residential
permits, and b) sublatting plots without
parmission from the local chief magistrate
(Post, 78.11.06). The case. was postponed
at least twlce and there. are no indications
at all as to wvhether it was ever heard, or
what ths outcome was, At the same time it
became spparent that the BT suthorities were
using "Catoch=22" tactice to make the situation
for Winterveld peocple an impossible one, Post
(78.10.22) reported that "(Chief Lucas
Mangops ) had...given the sssurance that his
alm was not to throw people out of the country
and that went for people in Winterveld no
mattear what their nationality., All he asked
of landlords was that they should regularise
the position of their tenants by getting
permits for thes."” A local landlord's
response to this reveals the cyniclsm of such
s statement: "ue tried to de that; but the
local office is not cooperating. We have bean
told permits will no longer be issued™ (Post,
78,10,22), The pame strategy was used at tha
tise of BophuthaTswana "independence’: It wae
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reported that all those wanting to stey legally
in BT should spply for citizenship. Thousands
of Winterveld pecple did so. They were not,
howaver, informed that to qualify for citizen-
ship they ware to have lived legally In the
aresa for at least 5 years, and that anyway

the granting of citizenship was at the
discration of the local magistrate who
certainly was not sympathetic to the
spplicationa from Winterveld people. )

The raide culminated in December, 1978,
with :;pn;tl of aviction orders being served
on thousands of peopls in the areas. [Iﬂ!
Nation, Dec, 1978). At the seme time Lt was
reported that punpi- ware Fleeing Winterveld
end settling on Trust farms in the vicinity
(Post, 76.11.16); furthersore it is now that .
pecple start moving to arees such as Kwaggas-
fonteln, Hammansdrift, satc, where ressttlessnt
camps had bamsn set up by the South African
state in the new Ndebele "homeland'. The
publicity that the raids had received (due
mainly to excellent press coverage in Post)
finally resulted In seven "homeland" leaders
aanding a talax to Dr Koornhaf, Ministar of
Plural Aelations snd Development, "appealing
to him to stop the removals of non=Tawanas
in arsas in BophuthaTswana™ {E!lif TB.12.15).
A moratorium was than declared until a meeting
betwsen South African and BT authorities in
Fabruary to discuss the situation,

I have not been able to discover what the
outcoma of the February meeting was. Yet,; an
account of events in Winterveld since then
reveals that thers seems to be no Intention
elther by South Africa or by BT to attempt
any resolution to the situation. Squatters
have not been raided sinmce ODecember, 1978,



but mora subtle and insidious forms of
pressuriaing people to leave the arsa have
bean devisad.

The success of these messures is indicatead
by the atatement in Parlisment on 21st February,
1979, by the Deputy Minister of Plural Relations
Dr Hartzenbarg, that "the government had .
regattled about & D00 femilies from the
Winterveld area of BophuthaTswena™, and that
" ssBxtra land is being made available for
resettlements” (Pgat, 79.02.22).

The refusal to issue residential permits
to Wiptervelders has since 1978 extended to the
exclusion from access to the burasucracy in
ite entiretys. The Dube labour offlice is to
. all intents and purposes closed. Winterveld
pecple sesking anything from reference books
to spplications for driver's licences are told
to go to Ga-Rankuwa. There they are turned
sway on the grounds that they are from Winter=
veld. This an told to me by numercws Winter=
veld people,; but officlal confirmation was
made in a report that sppeared in Post
(79.05.03) whan an officer at the Ddi
magistrates court im E-Hunkuﬁn gaid that,

"A large number of people who call at the
offices to renew thalr workseeker permits

and contract endorsements are tubhed away
unhelped dally®™. He added that, "This office
does no longer cater for squatters". Tha
article gquotes at least theree cases of people
being rendered 'unemployable' because of such
action.

The double-dealing and crocked talk of
officiale is agein revealed with reference to
this issus, G Mkau, BT's secretary for
Internal Affairs, seld thet President RMangope
had made it clear that "sguatters would enjoy

the homeland's privileges (including the
ability to sesk work) only if they took out
the country's citizenship® (Post, 79.05.07).
The same article contains a report of a
statesent by the chief magistrate of Odi,

Pl van Niekerk, saylmng that "the BophuthaTewana
governmant had deceived sguatters by giving
tham an impressidn that the acguisition of
tha country's citizenship would help them™,
The refusal to actually grant the "sguatters'
eltizenship has already been discussed,

There are two, but inter<=related,
processes at work Iinm Winterveld today. The
one is the control of employment amd the
regulation of access to Jobs - in the case of
Winterveld, its populetion's exclusion from
jobs: The second is the pressures used to
phyeically remove pescple to more remote and
less visible dumping grounds.

The 1978 raids were the crudest manifes-—
tation of this. Since then police pressure has
taken two main forme: (i) raiding of illegal
traders, and (ii) pressurs to close down
"privaete' schools,

Raiding of traders: As unemployment in
Winterveld has become worse and worTeE; more
end more people have taken refuge in the
"informal sector'. I do not want to launch

into a detailed discuseion of the informal

sector, merealy to say that it consists of the
salf=employed and all those engaged in non=
wage earning activities; ie all thoss occupied
in the non=formal sector,of the econcmy. It
is by now fairly generally accepted that the
informal sector with its low levels of capital
accusulation; unprotected working conditions,
illegal status and Job insecurity is often Ethe
most sxploitative sector of the economy. At
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its base is the situation whera tniluﬂrklng

clees is providing goods and sarvices for
itself, out of its own meagre wages and with
no subsidies by capital. Essentially it means
that the working class l1a feeding off itseslf
in an ever downward spiral of poverty.

Of course, not all of those engaged in
informal sector activitjes are poor. In
Wwinterveld; as 1 have sald before; the informal
sector is not uniform end its '"successes' are
manifest in terms of those who have managed
to monopolise scarce resources = water; land,
bulilding materials; education skills; etc: The
majority df people however do not Fform a part
of thls reletively privileged group. They ate
the roadside sellers; the water-carriers;
shog=ahine boys; etc.

The sellers; particularly, are oftén women,
The others who scrape togethesr meagre cents
for their hard labour, often children. It is
they, the poorest of all winterveld peoples
whom the police have attacked the hardest.

The fairly large roadside markets that were

a common sight last year have disappesred.
Today, only a few people will sell together,
their wares exhibited on the ground so that
eacape may be swift should the police arrive,
These people do not wish to be illegal, but
theilr numerous applications for licences have
all been dismissed.

The absurdity of the situation was made
clear whan a blltz on street vendors was
reported in the RDM of 79.08.15: The officer
in charge of Mabopana police atation, Captain
Molope, said that "there were four liceneed
grocers serving about 500 000 people in the
Winterveld district .afnd that there were nNO
licenced straet vendors.® Those arrested




pald .dﬁl.-Lun of guilt Fines ranging from
R10,00 to R50,00, and it was denied that thelir
goods were set alight, )

It doss indeed ssem that the non=collect-
ion,of rates Trom Winterveld residents is made
up for by the creaming off of monay in numssrous
fines and bribes,; pald to sscure tha
inhabitants"' miserable existence.

The sama situation axists with regard to
Thers is no formal schooling
structure in Winterveld. Instead schooling
has become part of the informal sector with
individuals who have access to some sducation

achoole:

starting schools in corrugated iron shacks.
The schools are sxpensive (up to R8,00 per year)
and the education is often inadequats while
. conditions are horribly overcrowdad. Often the
tescher=pupil ratio is something like 1:100.

Yet in the consciousnsss of Wintarveld
peopls educatlion is what counts. Parents
unanimously belisve that education will
facilitate, if not for them; then for the
children, movement out of the ghetto in which
they are trapped.

1 do-not intend to discuss "sguattar
consciousness' here, marsly to stats that an
attack on schools is often the last straw that
forces families to take a decision to move.

In March this year Tour of the largest schools
ware reided and, in familiar style, the princi-
pals fined. An important issue here is the
institutionalisation of ethnicity.
majority of Winterveld population is non-Tewana,

Tha great

and the schools reflect the great diversity of
languege found.
attempt to force pecple to sccept Tswana as

It is this; and tha conseguent

the medium of inatruction that is & prevalant
featura of thass ralds.

. are threats to expropriste landlords. Already

fate of & place such as Winterveld with any
‘degree of certalnty.

.cartaln processes, certain structural

Lastly,; end most significantly, 1t would

gaam that attempts are belng made by the
BT suthorities to deviss a new strategy to

desl with the '"Winterveld problem®., The
sguatters will not all move. For savery one
femily who goes, thousends mors remain, The
recognition of this is reflected in the attempt
to impose the rllpnﬂllhilitr for dealing with
Winterveld people onto the landlords. In
March this year (Pogt, 79.03.24) Chief Mangope
told the plot-ownere that "they had robbed

the sguatters of thousands of rands®™ and "thay
did not care about the walfare of the sguatters

who needed proper housing, rosds, schools,
frash water snd sanitation.”

Since Winterveld's inception capital hass
abdiceted any claims to responsibility for the
welfare of the unskilled labour force housed
in Winterveld. 5o too has the South African
state snd now BophuthaTswana. PMore serious

the seeds of a serious struggle are developing, |
not only over issues such as that of compensa=
tion; but on a more fundamental level over the
implicit atteapt to move thes function of
control one step further away onto the
shoulders of the landlords themselves.

It iz impossible to predict the ultimate

It 18 not something that
1 would sttempt to do. Yet, certain patterns,

constraints are becoming ever more clear. It
is these that will be deslt with in the last
sactiof of this article,

In my introductlion I tried to make cleer
that 1 considered it dengerous to focus too

gsharply on any one area to the excluclon of
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others, or to fail to recognise the overall
conditions which cause sguatter concentratlons

and reseattlemant cemps to emerge. I have

trisd to show that places like Winterveld are
symptomatic of structural features of South

African political economy. Hers & major
gelemant is that of structural unemployment and
underemployment. The increase in mechanization
that characterized all levels of the South
African sconomy In the 1960s end 1970s
increasingly means that the large and unskilled
reserve army who gather inm such sress ss UWinte

‘veld are increasingly redundant to the

immpdiate needs of capitalism and become &
threat to political stability which has to be
gcontrolled, Earlier I spoke of marginalize—
tion = on the most concrete level it refers to
the process of exclusion from direct economic
participation, to the gross under-amployment
of women, to the phenomenal rates of youth
unemployment.

Yet it ocperates on a myriad of levels.
The constant decreasse in the amount of cash
clireculating in areas such as Winterveld
means that in effect the informal sector is
shrinking = the ability of a community to
live off itself declines.

The deterioration in diet and health that
I have witnessed over the pest ¥ montha is
testimony to this. Vegetebles and fTrult are
the first to go, then meat, then tes,.. until
femilies' staple dist is that of mealie meal
and watered down milk., Obviously malnutrition
is on the Increase, but so is the lewvel of
resistance to disesss decreasing. Another
gxample, less children gan afford to go to
sehool = fewsr and fewar are able to laarn
gven the most rudimentary of skills neeadad




For an induatrial labour force, Lastly, Lthe
neglect in the provision of any infrastructu-—
ral facilities whatsoover, becomes a Featura
that is more and more harmful over time.

The piles of rubbish do not go away, the water
does not become less polluted with time,

The conclusion that can be drawn from the
descriptions are not plessant. Gencclde is
not a pretty word; not even if its effects
are golng to take 50 years to be felt. Yet
one's conclusiona can go beyond this. It is
at this point that I return to my Introductlion,
to the resurgence of interest being shown in
Winterveld.

Callas like those of Mrs Surman, for an
‘ypgent solution on the legal steatus of tha
area's people to be negotiated by the South
African end BophuthaTawana governments™
(AomM, 79.08.25) do not help anything, mot do
health=education projecta, at least nmot until
people have the means to attain the material
conditions {food and housing) that would allow
such schemes some validity. 5o too plans for
"gguatter upgrading'. For in the last enalysis,
until people have joba, until.thlr have the
political and economic rights that will allow
them to make their voices heard, there is no
solution,

The solution to Winterveld is thus not
& superstructural ena, not a cosmetic one,
not somathing that cen be carried ouwt in
isolation, but is an integrel part of the
process of restructuring that will deal
with the basic problems of the structure
of South African political economy.
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The POLITICAL ECONOMY of
SURVIVAL

THE UNERPLOYRMENT CRISIS AND INFORMAL °INCOME
OPPORTUNITIES IN SOWETO.

-
L

"ghen you'rs out of luck and out of work,
you can always go to Johannesburg."

Elvis Costello, 1979
"['va been in Jo'burg two years, and
haven't got a job yetp I survive by
ralying on relatives and frisnds for

handouts, and when thinge are really bad,
I scrounge for food in dustbins ..."

Hgutu Migrant, 1979

TME tale I heve to tell is not a dramatic onaj
it will not have tha oajeaty of that unforgett-
able day when, on & murky smoke=filled
morning, twenty thousand young Soweto school-
children marched in anger against yet one
more ltem of oppression; giving expression,
perhaps even birth to, & whola new consclous—
ness and spirit of resistance in Soweto and
South Africa, What I heve to tell is the more
mundane story of how people, Taced with the
same material conditions ss those school=-
children, being subject to the seme conditlions
of opprésslon and exploitation, take the
alternative, lung-luff-ring path of resistance
and, at rock bottom, survival. Many of the

causes, of ;hinh Sowato '"TE6 was & symptom,
are the ssme ones which structurs politicsl
and sconomic life in Soweto todayj not much
has changed; indeed, much may be woras. 50
the story here told is both & simsple and
complex one; it is of how ordinary people,
feced with awesome odda, eke out an existence
in conditions of poverty and unemploymentj
how they halp each other,.. and how they
explolit each othar.

But firat, soms primary information is
necessary: Soweto is a compect, yet sprawling
city, covering 88 sg.km. with 102 000 houses
and 10 hostels (the latter housing 45 000
peopla), Officially, thera are 800 00O
people in Sowetoj unmofficial; and more
accurate asssasments put the figure at
nearer ? million., A Bureau for Market
Ressarch survey in 1977 showed thare to be an
-r-rlgi'n¥ 10 pecsona ko a house (of which
70% are 51/6, i.e. 4 rooms in toto). The
population density is 100 per hectarw
(Johannesburg is 23). BMA estimates that
350-400 oo0 people in Sowsto are economical-
ly active (i.e. in some form of formal wage
snployment ), and commute to work in Johannag-
burg sach day, But this reises a problem,
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for if we sccept the population figure of ) the unesployed and underemployed in SA atood sub ject to structural unemployment = unemploy=
7-million, and sssums that half of them would st 2,3-million, s starling 22% of the Black ment which, despite cyclical fluctuations, is
be potentisl workers, it means there is e labour force, and estimates from the consar- on an ever ascending gradient, Siskins argues
shortfall of jobs of over half a million, vative University of Pretoria, show that that unemployment stood at 1,2-million in
This huge disparity betwsen 'formasl’ - 14 00D have joined the renks of the unemployed 1960 (18,3% of the labour force) and rose to

wage opportunities end the potentisl lsbour every month since then, Like every other 22,4% in 1977, Even in the period of

force raises serious issues, the most pressing calculation in this field, it is incredibly uninterrupted boom, from 1960-1969, the rate
being, how do those not engaged in regular difficult to get clarity, especially when of un- and underemployment stood at a steady
wage smployment survive? The State provides relying on government statistice = as Mares 19% (while the sconomy ﬁrlﬁ at 5,9% per annum),
_only mesgre unemployment relief benefits, and (1978119) points out census enumerators were The causes of this malaise are to be

has no effective system of soclal welfere to given instructions thats found in the structure of the economy, which
provide for those who are unesployed in the 1) A male who describes himself as unemployed, has historicel sntecedents. The reader doesn't
long term, or who have never been smployed living in a.rural area, wes to be clessiflied) have to be reminded of the mobilisstion of
bafors, so neithar appear in governmeant as smployed in sgriculturs,. labour supplies in South Africa = processes
statistice, nor can claim benefits. The mass 2) A man who indicated the occupstion and of proletarisnisation were set in motion in

of thess unemployed people clearly cannot industry of his last job, but was unem= " the nineteenth century (cf Bundy 1972}, the
accept this state of affairs and, as any ployed, had to be classified as employed logic of which is still working itsslf out,
Sowsto dweller or reseaccher cen tell you, in that industry. so that more and more pecple still flow from
most of them sre, in fact, sconomically All the females (esge 16+) 1A rural aress rural to urban aress, as the last pretence
sctive, The difficulty is that many of their and unermployed had to be clessified ‘as of s rural, pre=capitalist economy crumbles
sctivities are either legally proscribed, or farm workers, unless the wife was the awsy. But capital accumulation not only

ét lamst not recorded by government sgencies; housshold haad. requires & labour force, it alsc nesds &

the result is the same; for they do not sppear A woman who gave her occupation as domestlc tesecve army of unemployed to act as &

in efficiel records and are therefore "staties= servant and who was unemployed, had to be disciplinary force Opon the employed,

tically invisibla', A number of analysts have classifisd as domestic servant, kesping them in a position of insecurity, and
called theas income—gathering activities the However celculated, these are bleak kesping down wagesj it slso needs an i.r.s.
‘informal sector', and theay include such figures. Let us suppose the unemployment/ (industrial ressrve army) to be held in
pursuits as small-scale distribution (market underesploysent rate runs at 20%; cospared reserve in order to be evailable to develop
operatives, street hawkers and petty treders), with a place like Britain, an unemployment ra new ateas in which cepital may wish to invest.
services (watch repaire, cycle and car repsirs), rate of 5% is considered a crieis, and But our unemployment criasis in South
small entrepensurship; and other sctvities such governssnts begin to fasr for their safety. Africa seems to be prediceted primarily on

as renting out lodginga, prostitution and What Simkins, Clarke, Mares and others all the legic of capital accumulation and

crise, agres upon is that South Africe is plunged development. Here, as elsewhere, due to the

To sxamins the roots of this probles, desp into en unemployment crisis, for not tendancy of the rete of profit to fall, and

one must first comprehend the issue of unem- only -are we subject to the ususl capitalist the concomitant ceaseless search for graatsr
ployment, the causes of which lie deep in the cycle of boom and recesslon which alternately productivity, thers is a trend towards

social formation., The prassnt statistics are sucks in or expels workers, in what has besn mechanisation in industry. Capital intensity
sppaling enough: It's estimated that in 1977 called eyclical unamployment, but we are also means the smployment of relatively fewer




workers, and more and mors workers are baing
raplaced by machinery (Maree claims that 90%

of SA technology is imported = from USA and

UK, home of monopoly capital). Agriculture
lllll.tﬂ be particularly badly hit where, for
sxample, thers has besn an BO0X increass in

tha nusbar of tractors aince 1945, Mares
points to industrisl decdntralisation as
blocking urban jJob creation, and tha industriesl
colour bar as being further causes of struc-
tural unsmployment = the latter now almost
dafunct, but replaced by the more sophisticated
wishshn and Riskart recommendations which
permit closed shop unions and tighten up

influx control,

S0 we arrive at a position where, given
ths snorsous mass of unemployed people, given
the fect that it is largely structurally
determined and therefores is unlikely to
detline, and given the refusal of thes govern=
ment te provide soclal security for Blacks,
ws .have to pose the question: How do all
those unesployed and underemployed pecple
survive? The state, of courss; would argue
that Blacke have sccess to slternstive sources
of incoms, notably from rural agricultural
activities. Howsver, a large numbar of Sowsto
dusllars are permsnantly urbanised, and the
rural (homeland) economiss have long besn
wnable to support or: even subsidise migrant
sarnings. Liz Clarke's study of Ngutu showed
aversge monthly sarnings to be R14,87 in an
area whare the POL stands at R96,00: (Clacke
and Ngobese, 1974:55); my own findings for
northern Zululand were of a Family income
of R24,00, and in any event, rural sgriculture
is so wesk that there is a mass of rural
unsmployed people - a report from Ekuwukseni,

near Ladysmith, deteailed the cess of & rural
magistrate who sdvertised 100 Jobe in &
chicken factory. He had 5 000 applications,
and refuses to advertise again because the
crowd trempled his garden flat and ate all
his vegetables.

Furthermsare, employesrs in Johannesburg do
not distinguish smong their l:hﬁurlr- as to

whether they are migrant or not, all are paid J

the same wages. Employers don't calculeate a
' just wage', based on a calculation of & sub-
sidy from a pre-capitalist sectorj they pay
wages determined by class struggle, and ths
balanes of forces have been on their side

. thua far. What is the case, is that weges

are generally forced eo low that femilies
have to sesk to supplement thelir sppalling
level; the '"informal sector' offers opportu-
nities to do this.

The relationship betwesn unemployment

and the so=called "informal sector' is e

direct one, This mass of potential workers,
many of whom will never find saployment
sgain in thes sectors of monopely, lﬂdlpllhlpl
sven competitive cepitel, Torm & kind of
marginalized labour force.

This marginalized group of workers ks
forced to enagage in 'merginal' or 'informal’
income gathering ectivities; the 'merginal

pole' of the sconomy as it has been described |

by Qulijano (1974) ecta as a soak-pit which .
absorbs the surplus labour powsr of those
who never gain '"formal' wage esployment or
wha are thrown out of work by the Lncressing
capitalization of industry. 1 shall shortly
set out some of the theoretical problems
regarding the so-called "informal sector'j
empirically howsver, there are clearly a

T oclia afh
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number of activitiss which have the sppearance
of informality, and which offer & modicum of
subsistenas to its practitioners.

It is more eppropriate therefore; not to
speak of unemployment, but rather to refer to
underesploysent; aince it's rare that any
parson could surviva for any length of time
without regular employmant and no State=
provided unemployment benefita. The unemployed
tharefore,; gulckly seek strateglea Tor
survival in this situation,; which can range
frn! ralying on family, friends ot membars
of reciprocity=based voluntary sssocistions,
which are & short=tarm means of survival, but
the longer term stratagem must be simed
gt a stable source of lncoma, -n& "informal
sector' activities are the most accessible,
The unemploysd thus are frqqqphtlr angaged
in aconomic activities, but thay often are
less remunerative thah "formal' wage employ-—
ment, people ara Ffreaguently smployed at
levels below the skills they have to offer; or
are employed only sporedically. It is this
phanomanon which is bast described as under-—
employmenty in batter circumstences,; thess
people would LI using thalr education and
gkills to tha full, but failing that thay
would be totally unesployed.

n af vart

"esssa LF the capitalist syatem does not
provide adeguately for old age peansiona,
sick leaave and uneamployment compansatliona,
they have to rely on another, comprehen—
aive socclo=economic orgeanization tao
fulfil these viteal needs... in tha
sbsence of a precepitalist mode of
production,,. once permanent settlement
is allowed in the cepitalist sector,
these functions are fulfilled by urban
mutual-alid sssocimtions."?

Meillasoux, 1972




1 do not wish to resuscitats any form of

'the culturs of poverty' herej the mutual=-
sid associstions refarrad to sbove are Torma
af social orgsnisstion which cen be sesn as
forms of reslstance, defenaive and of Fensive
astrategies for embattled people in a hostile
social formation, Town dwellers organise
around thsmselves networks of people on whom
thay can rely:r self=heslp groups or social
sscurity networks, phrased in sn urban idiom,
and aimed at the gosl of survival. Let us
tuen aur attention to s handful of tham, by
way of Lllustration. Thers ars many mores than
those snnumsrated below, but these will
|ufr1ni to illuminate the issuss.

At thes cors of any soclal network are
thoss whoe one can trust implicitly, thoss
who will give assistance willingly, imssdiate-
ly; and without counting the coat. They are,
of courss, one's kinsfolk, with whom the
idiom of reciprocity is parsmount and who
shars in the crises and pleasurse of ona's
life. FResearch svidence shows that in major
calamities like losing one's Job, or a death
in the femily, it is kin who rally te support
firat, and whoss support lasts longest. Kin
are also the people who halp find saployment,
sccosmodation; and who bribe or bail ooe out
of the clutches of the law. They are, in
short; indispansable.

The migrasnt coming to town is Faced with
s further dilesmat Freguently his kin are
dispersed and Tew in number, yet a network of
sympathatic individuals is ready-made in the
form of his smskheys, or home-=peoples., Drawn
from a locality in the rural ares; the bonds
of territoriality are remarkably strong when
called upon to taks the pressurs of a calamit-

ous svant in the life of one of its number.
Amskhays groups also have other uses as well,

for , liks kin, they ald psople in finding
smployment snd lodging, and generally act ams
a congervative force in keeping the migrant's
allegisnce filrmly sst on his rural tiss, The
makgotls is & bDrsoder, but sgually conssrve-
tivi; responas to the apparsnt lack of socilal
gontrel in deep Soweto. It is & sort of do-
it=-yourself forms of Justice, with appeal to
migrants.

South Africa, like most Third World
countries, pays ite workers axtremaly low
wagea; which have to be carafully consscved
and atretched. " The poor respend im typical
fashion; they create systema of redistribu=
tion, which halp maagre incomss extend to
the limits of thelr eslastieity. Thesa
pattesrns of redistribution percolats through
social networks to finally find thelr way
inte the pockets of thoss who are unable to
find wage employment; it ils sbove all a soclal
form of redistribution, operating amongat
frieanda, neighboura, workmates, acguaintances
and Triends of friends. Tha most common
forms of this blend of sconomic redistribu=
tion with social commitment are the gtokvels
and mohodigano. Both are forms of rotating

.eradit assosiation, whers mambers pool =

portion of their weskly or monthly sarnings,
taking it in turn to scoop the pool.

The stokvel slso has a very clear éalsbra-
tory and recrastional aspect for, whan the
money is pooled, the person whose turn it is
to collect the kitty aleso throws & party, at

,which food snd alcohol are bought by partie-

tpants at inflated prices. Thus, the psrson

. hnldiﬁq the l;g;;;L_Ilu-t commonly & wOman, &
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she has cooking and besr brewing skills) not
enly gets & large lusp sums of money,; but

will slso make & profit on the party. @&n
exampls of ons such group has 30 members,
sach contributing R10 per month, which means
one walts the lengthy pariocd of two snd & half
years to resp the benefits of mesbership, but
whan one doss, one gets & clear R300, plus
about RS0 Trom the party. This relatively
larges sum of monsy can than bes spsnt on an
item which ones might not norsally sspirce to,

"liks s refrigerater, or mere pertinently, can

be redistributed sgain to kin and others who
have pressing social nesda: It's not uncommon
for people to throw = "party' alons, where it
is understesad that food and beverages will be
sold for profit, This is often practi sd by
single women (especially divorcess snd widows)
as & means of sarning a sporsdic income.

A number of urban social groupings ace
explicitly crested as s means of coping with
erisis in & socisty denisd scclal welfare.
Theay are known by svocative nases, such as
masibambene (hold hands) or matsidisho (river
in flood) angd compriss = set of peeple who
make regular finacial contributions to & fund,
which is used to tide one of their sembers
over a calamity, and they also provide, both
practically and ideologically, = sensa of
commitment and security, The most pervadlve
and affective of this form of defensive self=
halp organization is the funeral sssoclation
{ef Kramer, 1975). Thers is in Sowsto an
ideal that one should die well, with dignity,
and to be buried well is & major component of
the balief, so that the self=-tespect =0
sy*tamatically denied on & day-to-day basis
can, in the final irony, be achieved in the




grave., But thes cost of dying is not cheap.

A recent funsrsl in Sowsto cost the widow

R240 for a coffin, R120 to hire two buses and

R150 for food and beverages for the mourners.

The sum of RS10 is far beyond the reach of a

Ir it
wars not for the funeral society to which har
husband had belonged, which provided R400D, the
widow would have presided over a psuper's
buriasl. Nembers of a fgplrll sssocistion meat
regularly, contribute to & fund monthly, and

" are willing helpers in predicaments other than
desth as well.

Finmlly, tha most visible and audible of
the sutual-sid assocaitiona are ths small
seperstist churches (usually Zionist) that
abound in Soweto, There are known to be well
evar 2 000 af them, with an -utr-gi_illnll-

housshald whoss monthly income was REBO0.

ship af 30, With an obvious smphssis on
spiritual, communal and socisl rather than
material sspects, thess smell groups (much

the sams in nunmber as stokvels snd funearal
socisties) provide their members with s sense
of belonging and respect through their
colourful and distinctive uniforms and tha
sbundence of status positions within sach
small church. The spiritual comfort.tends to
‘e & negative ane, in the sense that the
tendency is to preach a message of "suffer now
= and your reward shall be in the kingdom of
heaven', But thessa religious groups perform
other importatnt functions for, if many
Soweto diililrl are poor,; separatist church

A tecent study in
Kwa Mashu showsd that by most indices of

mesbers tand to be poorer.

poverty; Zionist church membecres were worse—off
= they had lower.incomes on everage, there were
s preponderance of single women, their

childran had & highar infant -nrtilltr rate,
ste(Kisrnan, 1977). In short, spiritual
aspects sside; it sppsars that thass churchea
raprassnt the lsst network of survival for

.many urban black peopls.

All the fores of social orgenisstion

‘mantionad above help consatruct a latticework

of overlapping tisasj thay are means of spread-
ing the riek in an enviconmseant charatterclzed
by scapcity; end they also help to build =
platform from which ths msors successful can
launch themselves into moderately fesunarative
snterprises. )

Tha "informal sesctor'

problem of theorizstion
We've mll come into contemct with the informal

|i=tnr at one time or anothar:

its natu and tha

from the
pacrson who selles one an apple from her bex in
Riseik Strest, to the msan who knocke on your
front door; salling howme-made baskets and

" brooma, the women who make indigenouas jewsllery

or clothing, or the person who halpa you
radistcibuts your wealth by dipping his hand
into your pnnult-in a buay strest or a football
match, For many people in Sowato, the so-

callsd informal sector is the sole source of

 incoms, for others, it is = supplesent for low

wages, It is common to Find that, in one
family, there is one wage earner, and as many
as two or three who participate in informal
income gathering activities. In Kenya, 28=33%
of all employment is in the informal sectorj
praliminacy indications from bur survey in
Sowsto Indicate that 1t is much higher hera.
It was Keith Hart who firet coined tha
term "informal sector®; and he provides &
good indication of the conventional wisdom
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on the subject in his typolegy of urben incoms »
opportunities in Ghana (1973:569):

. ¢ sector wages
Private sector wagas

Transfer psyments = pensions,

unesployssnt bensfits

fitimate
Primary snd secondary activities =
farming, market gardening, building
contractors and sssociated mctivities,.
self-smployed artisans, shossskers,
tallors, wmenufsctursrs of besr snd
splrits

Tertiary enterprises with relatively
large capital inputs = housing, trans-—
port, utilities, commodity specu-
lation, rentisr activities

Small-scale distribution - market
oparatives; petty traders, strest
hawkers, catersrs in food and drink,
bar sttendsnts, cerriers (kayskays),
commission sgents, and dealers

Other services = musicians, launder=
#rs, shosshinars, barbars, night=

soll removers, photographers,

vehicle repair and other meinten—

ance workers; brokesrage and midlle-
manship (ths maigida system in
markets, law courts, wte); ritual
services, msgic, and medicine

Privats transfer payments = gifts end
similar flows of monay and goods
between persons; borrowingy begging

(b)

(e)

(e

Services - hustlers and spive in
genaral; receivers of stolen goodsj
usury, and pawnbroking (at illegal
interest rates); drug-pushing,
prostitution, poncing ('pilot boy'),
smuggling; bribery, political
corruption Tammany Hall-style,
protection racketas

(b) Transfers = petty theft (eg pickpock-
ets). larceny (eg burglary snd armad
robbery ), peculation and smbezzle-
ment, confidence trickaters {eg money
doublers), gambling.

The Inturu!t that thas informal sector haa

generated among researchers and development
planners is remarkabls, but understandablas,




when its positive qualitiss ars sxsmined.

Hart smphasis#d that it wes charscterised by:
sass of sntry, relisnce on indigenous resources,
family ownership of eatarprises, lsbour intens=
ive and adaptive technology, small scale

of opsration, skills scquirsd outside the

" formdl school system, snd unrsgulated compat-
itive marksts, Ths 'formal sector' is the
oppoaits of almost all thess factors. The
attractivensss af the 'informal ssctor’
concept is also that the phenomenon is sc
visible snd sccessible = its to be Ffound on
almost svery street corner, It also has many
sppsrent bensfits, such as producing goods and
ssrvices chasply in a comsunity of represssd
wages (beck street mschanics; watch repairers
and homs dress-sskers do indesd producs
srticles and ssrvices chssper than are obtain-
sble in the city centrs) and hslps ward off
the worast ravages of unemployment by opening
up Turther income sarning er job opportunities
for the wictime.

It would parhaps help to focus our atten-
tion to look at who is interested in the ’
"informal sector', Twdo major orgsnizations
who are intarssted in the problem of Third
world unesployment and the issus of under—
development, the Intsrnational Lsbour Orgen—
‘ization and the World Bank, hawve both conduct-—
sd & saries of major studiss; nelithar orgen-
ization is wall known for being repressntative
of ths world's workers or unemployed, although
to be Talr, the ILO study of Kenya was &
‘fairly radical document, which used a form of
dependency thsory to srgue that the Kenyan
sconosy had besn stunted by neo-colonialism.
Its solution howsver; was ssrely to attempt
to support informal sector sctivities in the

hnp; of assisting ths sssrgence of & classs of
small  but indigenous cepitalists, who would
craata wider Job opportunitisms.

Within South Africa; the major agency
which has expressed interest in this ssctor
af the sconomy is the Urban Foundation.
Intriguingly, the UF has ssbarked on Job
creation schamas, but by f;: lil lazgaat
commitapnt has been to provision of better
housing for blacks. The UF, in a pssphlaet
aimed at encoursging businessmen to support
their objectives. writes, "Thare is also &
greaat need for a veriety of sccommodation,
from flats to slite houses, to allow for
normal social progression sccording to status
ssss™s It is monopody cepital which; in
South Africa, ks teking en interest in, and
supports soms aspects of the inforsal sector.
They are mostly aimed at stabilizing =
volatile working claas, and smbarking opon a
policy of embourgeoissment. Bodles such as
the UF perceive snd portray the relstionship
between the forsal snd informal sectors as &
kind of dual sceonomy, snd the realtionship
h-t-;in them as ssssntially = benign onae,

It is of interest that the State either
ignores or actively harasses infermal sector
activities, while large scale privats snter-
prise actively supports it, While ths creation
of s large industrisl ressrve arey is necessary
for capital accumulation, = starving and
restless one is not, Soweto 1976 showsd the
State and cespital the level of despsration
to which the working class had plunged,
sepecially those who were shortly to be thrown
onto the jJjob market, end both have responded,
tha State st first with open repression; then
with the more subtle Riekert snd Wishahn
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Commissions; private enetcprise set up the
Urban Foundation, The latter; in urging
businesssan to participsts in funding 'a
prestiges housing development in Soweto, make
their Tinal pleaa:

‘"participation by smploysrs in projectas
of this nature not only improve in=compa=
ny employer/employss relationships,

but constitute & sound investmant in the
futyre stabllity of South Africa's
businsss snvironment. In this way
companiss can contribute towards a
process of facilitating increased free-
dom of access by Black people to tha free
sntarprise syatsa'.

The goal of the UF has been schosd by Mr
David Thebehali, = Sowsto businessman, who
said in & recent inh-ruilﬁ. ‘conditions that
would limit unrest and protect inveastsent sust
be created. Thass conditions cen only be
crested if ths averasge dweller also sxperien=
ces & cehnge Tor the better inm improved housing
and services...' He went on to suggest that
an investment of R500-aillion to develop
Sowetoc would eliminste s recurrence of the 1976
upheavals (Rand Daily Mail Extra, 79.10.24).

In & speach to the Afrikasnss Studentsbond in
July,; Mr Thebeshali also clalmed that most
urban blacks were "spolitigal and would
support the political leaddr whom they
believed would creste the best finansiasl and
sconomic climate to fulfil their sspirations'
(ROR, 79.07.12). A case, perhasps, not of
black is besutiful, or even small is beauti-

" ful, but rather, petty-bourgecis is pretiy?

Towards & critigue of the informal sector
concept

while it is trus that many of the activities
that have been broadly defined as balonging to
the informal ssector are essential to the




survival of peopla who would otherwlas be
unemployed, and to suppress or resove such
sctivities would ceausa ilmsmessurables suffercing,
and while at its sharper end some of these
activities are genulne sttesspts at assistance
to an impersonal economy and an uncaring State,
“there has,; neverthaless; bsen a tendency to
confuses the lasues., As Bromley points out,
the formal/informal dichotomy is too crude
and simple. For instance,such diverse acti-
vities as petty capitalism and entrepensur-
ship sre categorized with door-to=door offal
sellers, strest hawkers, prostitutes and
griminals, And if one tekes illegality as =
definitional point, then both the pickpockst
at the soccer game and Eschel Rhoodie are
informal sector cperatives,; Furthermore, at
a stroke of a pen; the illegality would be
r-inuld, but it would surely alter very little
the way of producing that the informal sesctor
operator uses.

A major fallacy that must be refuted is
tha dualism of the formal/informal dichotomy,
Hany scholars assume that the two sectors,
while they interact; are nevarthaléss
independant whareas, as can ba sesn, the ona
is created by and under the dominance gf the
othar. Leys (1973) provides a ussful insight
when he points out that the informal is
intisately tied to the formal secter, for
smallholders provide cheap foodatuffa,
pastoralista cheap besf, ste. Im Sowato, old
car tyras are turned into shoss that last Tor
five years, at a coat of R2,;50; while manu=
factured; shop retailed onea coat over R20 and
lgat two years,. Biecycle; car and watch repairs
sll provide cheap services geared to the
spending powar of an impoverished community.

Tha duslist wiew is alse alluring to ita
supporters because it is portrayed as helping
the poor while there's no spparant threat to
the rich. Informal sector incomes tend to be
very low,; ths reasons being suggesta tha ILD
because (s) it is servicing a low income

community, (b) thare is official discouragsment,

becauss of officialdom's pejorative wisw, and
(e) therse's a lack of demand from the formsal
sector (Leys, 1973). The way toc Téster
development, In this wview; is te support the
informal sesctor, as ths IL0 recomsmssnded for
Kenya, and the UF encourages for South Africa.
But, as will shortly be arguad; the dualist
myth obscures an important truth: that te
tha formal sector accrues moat of tha bene-
fite of & viasble informal asasctor. It fs not
two separasts sconcmiss, but one and, by a
process of unegqual exchange, and providing a
subsidy for low weges; employers can raly on
tha "informal ssctor' to increass the smount

of surplus valus extracted from their labour- r

ers, Indesd, the lowsr the incoses in the
‘informal asctor', the greater the profits
in the "formal'.

It is theoratically more acceptable to
argue that the 'informal sector' as a concept
has no explanatory power, but is what Wittgen-
astein called an 'odd-job word', one which is

* yseful es & generel direction Finder. Rather

one should break down the various sctivitiss
into arsas that can be handled in a managesble
form and which will also be theoretically
informed. There are small :-ﬁitilllt:.

whose goal of production is to accumulate and
axpandy thare ara patty commodity producers,
more concernad with subsistence than pursait
of large profit; there is the ephare of circu=
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lation and services; networks of income
r-ui-trlhutlnn; and finally, snd very import-
antly, :ri-q and luspenproletarisn sctivities.
This last category, for went of a batter ters,
refars to a gamut of sctivities, ranging from
thaft for subsistence (thsre has besen an

incresss in thefts of food from suparmackets
sbutting onto Sowsto), and other attempts at

redistribution, such as ths delivery driver

for & swest factory who supplements his low

pay by loading more boxes of swests onto his
truck than was consigned, and later sells it,
through prostitution to orgenised crime.

All the above activities, including patty
commodity productien, are not in a "dusl’
relationship to capitelism, they are integral
to it, As Banaji (1978) remarks, petty commp-
dity production can only be & form of product-
ton (eg often using unpeld family lsbour,
with s goal of subsistence rather then sccumu=
lation, atc), never a mode of production,
Historicaslly, it has always besn subordinated
to bther modes; eg fTeudalism, and tends to be
tranaitional. Thua, to spessk of petty commo-
dity production is not to posit a form of
dualism, On thes contrary, lmmsnent to the.
concept is the notion of subordinatien.
Followsrs of important feminist debates will
notice a close ressmblance between some of
ths issuss ralsed here and the dnnllti:
labour debate, Soth relate to the way in
which cepital benefits from the unpald
labour of meny of whom they do not directly
employ, those who sscvice thes working class
and sssist in lowering the cost of reproduct=
ion of lesbour powsr (vide, eg the CSE Pamphlet
Mo 2: The Politicsl Econcmy of Women)

The most important function of all those




sconomic sctivities that have besn called )
*informsl’, snd thes resson why agencies like

the ILO and ths interssts of locsl monopoly
capital in the form of the UF teke such an
intersst in thes, is that these social and
sconomic activities ars of diresct besnafit to

thams, Mot just in ths ssnse that it halps

' smsute 8 stable and docile lsbour force (and
sspecially ressrve army of unemployed, sspe—
cailly women), but rather thers are direct
sconomic geins, At their lowsst leval, these
informal sctivities provide goods and ssrvices
which capital or the State do not yat find
profitabls., Furthsr, a systes of subcontract-
ing to informal ssctor cpesrators works to the
‘bansfit of larger capitalist forms, ss the
subcontractesd services are ususlly provided

at well below the level that ths capitalist
could provide himself.

The major benafit the 'informal sector’
passes to the capitalist sntrepsnsurs is its
function of lowsring the cost of reproduction
of labour powsr. It's trus. that some commo-
ditiss in the circuit of patty ptoduction and
distribution ares mors sxpensive than can be
bought in supsrmarkets, but for the most party
repairs ars cheaper, savings sre made on
clothing, footwsar and food. Also, since thess
sctivitiss sre so clossly tied to social
groupings snd redistributive networks, thess
- sctivities are clearly forms of provision of
socisl sscurityy; a direct saving to employers
and Stats, as the Tormer can pay low wages
which ﬂ-plﬂ'rlll ars Torced to accept, and to
tha lattsr, in that socisl welfars can be
fobbed off as beling unnecessary.-:

Petty production and distribution then,

is compsrable toc snd should be viewed in
conjunction with, rural subslstence (or
rether sub-subsistence) cultivation, for both
perform the functhon of social sscurity:

self help, kinship cooperation, caring for the
sick, recupsrating, the sgad and unemploywd,
place of socialising the young and snsuring
the reproductien of the labour Force; ste.

It provides & redistributive natwork, but this
doss not gansrate "new' :iocems, but mersly
redistributes that incoms which filters

from formal wage ssployment. Both rural and
urban manifestations therefore wservice the
industrial reserve army, and contribute to the
certainty that lsbour is sold bensath its

A final point for thoss who lionise
the informal sector ss & panacea for unemploy-
ment and low wages: most available svidence
shows that labour is more ruthlessly exploited
by petty producers and small entrepensurs then
A 60-hour wesk is not uncomsmon,

walua.

slesswhere,
and remunsration is frequently unconsclously
low = @& ilnt-rulld coal merchant pays hia
labour R1,00 par day for a 12-hour day, seven
days a week, largely smploying child labour.

X1l -tmn-d'

Magalca® lit & lamp

ta ssarch for lost illusions,

for his youth and his health which stayed
burisd

desp in the minss of Johannesburg.

Youth and health,

the lost fllusions

which will shine like stars

on soms Lady's neck in soms City's night,

= Noemias de Sousa
*nagaica = migrant labourer.
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EZAKHENI: 20 000 houses, some 20 km away
Trom Ladysmith in northern Natal - this is
where many of the workers of Ladysmith
industrial area live = running water, but no
electricity = one high school and one
tachnical school = two clinica. Ezeskheni 1s
in EwaZulus It is a relocation township, the
inhabitants (those who have jobs) ame
commutars.

They have had no cholce as to where
they ars allowed to live.

It is not the worst relocation settlement.
Other names immediately come to mind = For
axample, in the seme area are thoss of Lime-
hill, Mondlo, MNondweni, Mainga, Ekuvukeni,
and many others., It ie atill so bed that it
is said that the Madadeni Mental Hospital
{outside the 'white' town of Newcastle)
deals with the increase of cases from
Ezakheni. Mental breskdown also character-
ises other relocatlion areas.

Let us firat take a look at the settle-
ment and ita history, for this is whera the
lateat in a long series of bue boycotts
started on the 10th September, 1979, Then I
will present s chronology of the events of
the present spate of boycotts, and finally
make some genaral points sbout this kind
of actiomn by the working cleass and tha
dynamice involved.

POPULATION RELOCATION: The history of
Ezeskhani may start further back in time, and
the changes in the South African economy that

"necessltated' the events definitely do go
back further, but in 1973 the MP for Kliprivier,

BOYCOTTS |

the district within which Ladysmith Talle, took
up the ceaa of "black spotsa' in the area. He
led & delegation of farmers from Bergwille,
Elandelaagte, Besters and Ladysmith to
Raubenhaimer, ths Deputy Minister of Bantu
Administration and Development (BAD).

This delegation was to complain about
"tardiness in removing black spota',. "Black
spots' are areas of freehold tenure (African
owned Farms, in the main) within "whits'
South Africa. These areas do not conform
within tha overall achems of the atate For
ssparation and divislon, Some of these
'hlack spots' had and have been in African
hande Tor many decades,

The farmers in the delsgation ware said
to be concerned about overcrowding, overstock-
ing and soil srosion. More accurately, thay
ware concerned because thess Factors were
ocurring in the predominantly white ocwned
farming areas. The del®gation was told that
a "priority rating' for relocation had not
yet been worked out,

In January, 1974, an ad hog committes

'was Tormed by Val Volker, tha MP for the ares.

It consisted of representatives of farming,
commerce and induatry, This committes
compiled a priority liet, with the Rocsboom
area heading the list.

Roogboom was an African=owned farm = &
*wlack spot' in the eyes of the drawers of
maps in the offices of BAD. The first farm
here had been bought in 1910 end extended
through further purchases until it covered
2 000 ha. The residents of Roosboom had been
fighting eviction orders since the passing of
the 1936 Native Trust and Land Act. White
farmers in 1974 added another reason to

. . paga &5

egricultural complaints for the relocation
of the inhebitants = "because it is harming

South Africa'"s image in the eyes of tourists
and is providing a "goldem opportunity to
hoetile overseas Journalists'"™,

The concern with what overssas Journal=
iste would think was dua to the location of
the Roosboom farm = right next to the main
road to the coaat from the Reaf, betwaan
Ladysmith and Colenso. Ewven the excuses,
never mind the real reasons, stank.

At that time bus fares between Roosboom
and Ladysmith cost 3I0c returm end 75c for
weskly tickets. The EIH£L Investment
Corporatien (BIC, now Corporation for
Economic Development, CED, about whom more
later) bus gervice batween Ezakhenl and
Ladysmith charged 48c for a return ticket.

fis with other removals of people from
"black spots' only landowners with mora than
20 morgen are entitled to compensation of
replacesent agricultural lend. All others
= those with less than 20 morgen and those
who do not actually own land but live as
tenants - are settled in "closer settiements'
or townships such as Ezakheni whers land is
svailable only for residential purposes.

The movement of Roosboom people to
Ezakheni started in WNovember, 1975, and
ultimately 10 000 people had to be relocated
from Roosboom alone. It was & forced removal.

But before that, in midg=-1974, the people
from Usbuluana (between 400 and 700 families)
had been moved. Tha Drakensberg Bantu Affairs
Administration Boerd (DBAAE), in charge of
Africans in 'white' areas, reported that
during May, June and July of that year (1974)
nearly & 000 Africens had been resettled in




Ezakheni, It sppears that relocation had not
depended on thes avallability of brick housas
but that pecple wers being moved into the
spproximately 3 squars metre metal huts that
mark nearly all relocation sites. These are
availeble for some 3-6 months while the
inhabitants ars supposed to bulld their own
houses .

By August, 1977, African 'sguattesrs' at
"Usbulwens snd N'Tombi wers still sn irritetion
to white farmers. Feamilies who had bean
moved to Ezakheni had started moving back to
thass aress and "now conatituted s health
sanace™ = a devastating comment on life in
Ezakhani!

Earlisr this year (1979) it was reported
that Temilies Trom tl‘ll: Colsnso arsa wers aleo
to be moved to Ezakheni. It would appear
that most of the pesople living in Ezekhani
originally cams from 'black spota', ware
labour tanants or "sguattara’ on white-owned
farma, or Trom African townships outside
KwaZulu (I have alrsady said that Ezakheni
is situsted within KwaZulu). This is not to
say that many of thess pecple had not been
in wage smployment, sither in Ladysmith or
as migrants to the cities of South Africas.

The policy of ‘urbanisation of the
homelands' in effect dates back to the late
19608. What it amounts to is the crestion of
townships Jjust within "hossland' borders, from
where the inhsbitants ars to comsmuts to thelr
places of u;uri: in "white' South Africa. Thasa
townsahips have no indspandent reason for
axistence but rely for incoames on induatry
situstsd 'scross ths border' - end then most
of this income ils in trun spent in 'whitas'
South Africa.

KWA ZULU - NATAL

@ Airican Townships in Kevazulu
&7 Wowarubu in Natal



The sxecution of this policy occurs
wharever a "homelsnd' border skirts a 'white'
town or city. For example, in the Transvaal
Africens from the "white" towna of Nylstroom,
Neboomspruit, Ellisras, Vaalwater, snd Louls
Trichardt are baing relocated in Stellloop
in Lebows (see Ilp12.-p7ﬂ. Sunday Express,
79.07.29). Soms 20 D00 Africens ars thought
to ba affected in this area. Ancther
sxamples is the demolition of the old Harri-
salth "lecation' and the resoval of thas
inhabitants to Nondewani in Matal, but mostly
to Witzieshoek in neacby Basotho Owalwa.

Ezakhenl would Torm part of this pollcy.
It is offered as an examples of ths townships
whoass inhabitants participated in the bus
boycotts right across Natal,

JHE EVENTS: In Ezekheni the bus fars stood
:E‘ii:iﬁ-?h: s weskly ticket te the Lindustrial
area of Ladysmith, and to the domeatic
employment in ths houses and gardens of

the whites of the town.

{(The chronology that follows is limited
to the sxtent that relisnce had to be placed
on ths commercial press in Durban and
Johannesburg )

Monday, 10th September (1979): The boycett

of Ezekheni Transport started. Only 40 of

the 9 500 regular passengers batwsen Ezskhani
end Ladysmith made use of buses after s second
fare hike Tor 1979 had besen announced during
-th- pravious waak.

Farea were sald to be increaalng by
70, B0 and 95¢c a weak, and could mean that
a weekly ticket could cost as much as R340
(slx=day waek).

Most workers got to work by walking,
although soms ware lats and Tirms reported

absentesism of about 10%. Some workers bought
bicyoles during the boycott. Wwhat ls inter=
aating is even at this sarly stesge workers
rafused the subsidies offersd them by soms
smploysrs - subsidies to cover the Tare hike,

Police could find no "intimidstors", but
both I Deshayss MeCourt, mansger of Exakhani
Transport, and some smployesca Hﬁnrtld
"behind=the=scenss intisidation® = as svidence
for the "intimidetion' was offered the workers
solidarity in refusing esven the fres trensport
affared by soms buainsssss, '

AcCourt claimed that the incresss;
approved by the Road Transportation Board
after further subsidisation to mest Tual price
incresses had besn turned down, would not be
dropped in response to the boycott,

Tussdsy, 11th: Tha vagusnesss of "intimidation’
as answer to thes success of the boycott
reached new depths in the comsercial press =
and this was only the second day! The
boycott was sald toe have bessn sven more
succeasful than the previous day.

It was taking worksrs 3 hours to walk
the 26 km from Czakheni.

Dunlop factory in Ladysmith declided to
shut down until the boycott ended. This firm
was sapacially hard hit ss they worked am
night shift and workers, understandably, did
not turn up for ‘“this shift. Other employers
wars reported to be allowing workera to
sleep on their premises - illegal, but said
to be temporarily allowed by the local DBRAB.

An Indlan=owned bus service was reported
not to heve increasad its Fares in the
district.

Wednaaday, 12th: A mesting was held betwesn
the Economic Development Corporstion (CED) and
KwaZulu Development Corporatien (KDC) - the
CED and KDC are owners of the Ezakheni Trane=

port Company.= repressntatives of commarce .
snd industry and the police. No statesent

was made; but MecCourt sald that Fares would
not be reduced.

Thursday, 13th: Tha KOC owned Mpumalsnga
Transport Compeny snnounced fare increases
for Monday, effective on thair service
betwssn Mpumalanga (a township outside the
Hasmarsdele border |rl|}ggd Pinstown and New
Garmany (industrial aress from wheres msny of
the workers had besn relocated in Mpumalanga).
Mpumalsnga residenta threatensd a boycott, and
also complained about lack of syspathy and
involvement from the KwaZlulu MPa.
- Ouring the week a Tire destroyed the
offices of Ezakheni Transport in Ladysmith
causifng & reported R100 000 worth of damege.

Police were aleso said to have started
harassing taxis (officisl end unofficial) and
those giving lifts to boycotters. Pollce
denied this. Riot police were present in the
townahips.

Elliat Mngedi, mayor of Ezskheni; said
that the boycotts had followed sppeals from .
himself to the transport company to keep fares
down, and & subseguent residents meeting In
the community hall, Mngadi said that many of
the residents of Exskhanli earned as littles as
RE,00 a wask,

Fonday,; 1Tth: Tha boycott at FMpumalanga
atarted in response to the snnounced 50c a
week increase; It was supported by the
commuters te Hammarsdale,; said not to have




besn sffected by tha increass.

workers at Marburg, nesr Fort Shepatons
on ths Natal south cosst, smployed by the
Marburg Manufscturing Company, held & sit=
down strike iﬁ,:qppurt of wege desands to
msst & thraatensd fars increass asked for by
the KDC=ocwnad companiss in ths district.

The Marburg Menufecturing Company is &
clothing firm. The minimum wege for & workar

in the clothing industry in ths srea is set at

R7,70 a wask. Desspites this 'sinisum' wage
tha case of a woman worker was repobtted who
was sarning RT,00 & week - ®Mrs Florence
Gumeds now has only RZ,;25 s week laft to llive
on aftdr she has put aside busfers,; Tent and
lmoney for paraffin for her Prisus stove”.
'Th- fare increasse, sat for October 1et; would
mean that ahe would Pl left with BOc a weak,

300 workers who stormed the Marburg Tectory

; after refusing to work. DOepartment of Labour
officials had sarlier warned workers to
reaturn to work or bs dismisswed.

In Durban a weaeting was held between the
various affected groups in ths Ladysmith
boycott and it was sald that the Ezakhenl
Town Coungil would call & mesting of conati-
tusnts over the weskand to discuss the Llssus,
AP for Kliprivier, Volker, said that & 500
workers had alraady basn glven wage increases
to "cushion the bus fars risa®™. A bus window
was smashed at Ezakhsni.

At Mpumalangs worksars started uslng tha
busess on the longesr routes, but still walked
to Hasmarsdale. The boycott was sald to be
70X affective.

}#ﬁunidnf. 16th: Tearges was used sgainst some

H-dﬁ'-dlr. 19th: Chiesf Gatsha Iutht}n:t

warned that the boycotts in Natal could get

‘out of hand - & matter of grave concath,; no

doubt; becauss of the KwaZulu governmant's
indirect financial involvemant.

Approximately 17 000 passengers would be
affectikd by Ffare incresses to come into effect
on September 26 and October 1. This was to
bs on the routes betwesen Elandskop and Piester=
maritzburg. The service, Sizansani Mazulu
Transport, is also ownad by the KDC and CED.

Thuraday,; 20th: Putco in Durbean aleso spplied
to the Road Transport Board for increases
within Umlazi snd uh:nllhu, and bestwesn the
townahips snd Durban's industrisl aress.

Monday, 24thi A mesting at Ezeskheni over the
weakand had decided to continue with the
boycott. Part of the resson was esmid to

have bssn that ths company was ownad by whites
and that ths Fare incresses would give tham
higher profits. Velker saild in reply that




