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May, s committes set up in terms of censarship
legislation, barnned all future sditions of the
publication. The effect of such a ban was to
pravent the production and distribution of
further issues.of WIP.
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Tha decision of the censorshilp committes needs

to ba sesn within the context of previous bannings of
- specific editions of WIF over the years. MNumbers

5, 8, 7, B, 10, 11 and 13 ware all declared

"undesirable® by committess, and distribution of them

was prohibited.

When, at the end of 1380, WIP 14 was alsc banned,
the editors declided to appeal against the committee's

deciaion. Previoualy, the sditors had refused to
participate in censorship machinery in any wey.

However, this attitude was modified in the case of

issua number 14,

At much the sams time, the Directorste of

Publications applied to the Publications Appsal Board
(PAB) to declars WIP 15 ‘undesireble’ as well. In
regard to both WIP 14 and 15, the PAB found them not
to ba undesireble within tha meaning of censorship law.

Presumably as & result of trin- sppeals, the
publications coomittees did not ban sither WIP 16
or 17. But from issus 18 onwards, they remewsed their
vendetta against WIP with gusto. Issues 18, 19, 20
and 21 ware all banned for distribution by a commlttea,
which alsc recosmended s prohibition on possession of
those editions. Again, the editors decided to appeal
against these decisions. However, before the appeals
could-even be heard, an all future lssuves ban was
imposed on the WIP project.

The editors applied to the Appeal Board to
suspand this decision, untll an appeal against it
could ba heard. Recently, the chairman of the PAB
agreed to this. Accordingly, this = issus number 23
of WIP - reaches readers not becauss of any democratic
right to present information and sralyse society, but
by wvirtue of an administrative declaion made in terms
of censorship legislation.

In the meantime, the appeals regarding WIP 18 and
19 were heard, and lost. This means that theses two
isgues are banned for both distribution and possession
in terms of a ruling of the Appeal Board.

The appeals regarding issues 20, 21 and
the all Ffuture editions ban, will be heard on
28 June, 1982.

It is not possible, at this stage, to glve
any indication of the petty and often misinformad
and intellectually bankrupt basis on which tha
committess have banned editions of WIP over the years.
However, regardless of the outcome of the pending '
appeals, a docusment settling out details of the
committeds’ attacks on WIP will be made available to
readers in dus course.

In addition, subscribers will be informed of
the outcoma of the appesals as soon as posaible.
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THE STEYN
REPORT :

an alternative
appraisal

'Freadom of the press is guarantesd only to
he who owns ona® R

= AJ Liebling, American journalist and
prass critic

WITH the relsass of the Steyn Raport on the Wass Madia
sarly this year, the dafenca of press fresdom has
. once agaln Figured prominently in South African
polltical 1ife. However, the debats over Steyn's
proposals has been confined mostly to attacks on the
breaches they would impose on the liberal ideal of
" the press. There has besn little or no systematic
attention given to the role played by the press in
the political economy of Bouth Africa, as & mighty
instrument of opinion formetion in the hands of
capital, or how this affects the view one must take
of tha Gteyn Repart.

This article is an attempt to fill the gep. It
bagins with a discussion of the political economy of
the South African press. It then considers the back-
ground to the Gteyn Report, and summarises the salient
points of the Report itsalf. It then suggests the
goverrment's main priorities in post-Gteyn press
controls, and concludes with the questions these pose
for progressive journalists and others concerned
sbout the pelationship of the press to the forces
_promoting social change.

AJ LIEBLING's famous aphoriss - about the freedom of

the press balonging to its cwners - brings home an
essential point: that the primary interests which
the press serves are those of ‘its owners and
iltimats controllers, along with those of the osning
class genarally.

There is no escaping the fact that the modern-day

commarclal press is a big business, or tl"'-t, in &

capitalist society, it is closely linked with the rest

of big business. The report of the Hutohens
Commlttea in the US in tha late 1940s told much about
the press in caplitalist society. It said:

The agencies of mass comsunication are big
busiress, amnd thelr owners aré big businessmen.
.The press is a large employer of labour. The
press is connected with other big businesses
through the advertising of these businesses,
upon which it depends for the major part of 1ts
revanua. Tha ownars of the preas, like tha
owners of other big businesses, ars bank
directors, bank borrowers, and heavy taspavers
in the upper brackets (Liebling, 1961:17).

The same kind of linkages betwesn press and
capital can be sean here in South Africa, though tha
groups which actually own-the papers are somewhat
diffarent. Tha Afriksans press is a direct creation
of Afrikanar natiomalism, and ita role in support of
the status guo is too obvious to need discussion
hera. The English-lenguage press, however, is widely
thought of as an agency for liberal ldeas and social
raform. In Fact, its role is heavily conditionsd by
its ties to mining and industrial capltal, as will be
shown balow.

At the turn of the century, the role of the
English press was simple: fto prop wuwp the mining
industry. In 1909, for instance, the editor of Tha
Star rl:lll.uﬂ a memo from the sanaging director of
the Argus Company, which owns the paper. The mamo
informed him that he would from time to time receive
directives from the president of tha Transvaal Chamber
of Mines., BGince the prosperity of the country
dependad on the mines, the sesn said, "you will ba
expactead to obey".

In tha sarly ysars of Union which followed, the
press rallied support for the Progressive Party and
later Gmuts' South African Party, both pro-sining in
outlook, It was also used to create a clisste of
opinion favourabls to the use of harsh measures on
behalf of the industry,such as the strike-bresking
tactica of tha 1910s or the suppresaion of tha Rand
Reballion of 1922.

Little had changed by the 1940s. In 1947,

H Lindsay-Smith - & ploneser Socuth African meckraker
who languishes in undeserved chescurity - wrote,

It hag been the policy of the greater part -~
of the daily press that ipso facto whatever is
best for the gold mines is best Ffor South Africa
(Bmith, 1947:73)
(Gmith's 1ittle book 1is perhaps-the only serious. attempt
aver mada to analyss tha sconomic and political links
surrounding the English-language press).

The reason for the policies of the English press,
for Smith, was not hard to find. The Boards of

- DMirectors of the graat English=language press

combines were Filled with sen from the mining interests.
To cite just one casa, John Martin, sanaging dlrector
of the Argus company, was also sanaging director of
Central Mining Investment, Crown Mines, and Rand
Mines, as wall as dirsctor of City Deep, ERPM,
Galdenhuys Deep, Modderfontedin Bee Mines, and 11
othar mining or aining-related firms. BSmith cited
many similar cases. )

In the decades since he wrote, the structure of
Bouth African capitalism has changed. Gecondary
manufacturing industry has groen up alongside = though
tied to = mindng. All sectors of industry have
becoms more and sore monopolised.

These trends have also affectsd the newspaper
business. Almost all large English dailies have comes
undar the control of two gisnt, closaly-connected

 groups. The GAAN group runs the morming papers and

the Argus group the evening papers. Thedr directors
reflect a mix betwesn mining and menufacturing,
paralleling the changes in the economy. The Argus
Board, for instance, today contains directors of
Marathon Steal, Chloride SA, and Toyota GA, alongside
board mesbers of mining houses like JCI and Fustenberg
Platimum and the glant industrial complex of Barlow
Rand. In both firms, it is believed that contrulling
stakes lie in the hands of Anglo-American.

Just as the control of the English presa has
changed with the evolution of Bouth Africen capitalise,
so has its Function. Instead of speaking for the party
of mining capital, it has become the apokesman of
capital as a whole against the claims of Afrikaans and
lately black nationalism. As such, it criticises



N minor deficiencies of the political and sconomic
system, while pressing for reformss to ensure ..¢
efficiency and stability. But it works hard to
m‘ﬁnul:a the acceptance of capitalism as a system, and
to ward off threats to its continued existence.

{I_t is worth noting that Allister Sparks, the self-
proclaimed liberal editor par excellance, said his
dismiisal as editor of the Rand Dally Mail threatensd
"the long-term survival prospects of capitalism in
South Africa' (Observer, 07.06.81)).

OFf courss, the control of capital owver the press
does not occur through regular phone calls from Harry
Oppenheimer to his editors. The web of influence is
more subktle. The most overt control, as Sparks’
dismissal showed, is the directors' power to sppoint.
and dismiss editors. Disaissal is an extraordinary
measurea, however, because the right men are usually
appointed to the p-uliti:r;u in the First place. In
turn, the editors tend to appoint like—minded men

to posts below them, ensuring a predominantly liberal
ideological tomne. Thus, for instance, when the

former leader page sditor of a major paper was asked
if he would print an opinion plece in favour of
socialism, he replied, 'I don"t think so. We're

a capitalist newspapar".

Parhapas tha soat inasidious influesnce shich
results is a distorted notion of .the liberal ideals
of ‘balance” and "objectivity"' which pervades the
English-language press, in which the spokesmen for
racism and injustice must be given equal [or better)
treatsent than thelr opponents. Thus, for lnstanca,

. puppet black leaders created by goverrment institutions
areé hoisted "into sedia prominénce, while genuinely
popular leaders must struggle to make thelr views
heard. Thus, too, official pronouncements must be
printed at face walue, o matter how patently
false or absurd.

Another good exssple of the say control of the
commarcial press is made manifest is 1ts conslstent
attempt to wesken black populsr struggles. From the
Defiance Cespaign of 1952 to the school boycotts of
1980, to the best of the author's knowledge thers has
not besn one popular struggle, boycott, strike or

stay-away supported by the English press, no sattar
how peaceful or disciplined. Hlack-grientated media
in particular have been used to say, "Stop now, you
have made your point®.

The libheral papers like to think of thenselves
as crusading papers, but the lssues they crusade
around are not linked to mass popular struggles.

The Star, for instance, has spent the past two years
espousing the cause of relatively well-to-do blacks
forced to live in white Group Areas by the howsing
shortage. While no one would deny the injustice of
the Growp Areas Act, it would be hard to isagine a
more respectable middle-class issus for the paper to
take wp. On the ather hand, when Star reporters
went to cover small school boycotts last year, they

were told by the news editor to play them down. He
salid, "We don't want to encourage this sort of thing”.

Even the so-called black press is an arm of
the white liberal press, aimed at salling to and
influencing the growing black sarket. The tosnship
axtra editions of the Dally Mall and The Star
contain most of the same stories as the white editions,
in a slightly different order, and are run by the same
white bosses at the top. Even the World, Post, and
Gowatan - whose outspokenness has enraged the
authorities - are all owned by the Argus Compery .

They rarely move beyond calls to end racial
discrimimation and extend the franchise to attack the
ayastem of lasbour exploitation in Sowth Africa.

Indeed, the press Frequently plays a direct
propaganda role on behalf of the present economic
sat-up. Without end, both bhlacks and whites are
bombarded with stories abgut the glories of private
anterpriss. The good works done by the Urban Founda-—
tion — the body created by big business to cool down
black anger - receive lots of coverage. (Special patid
advertising supplements to mark its Ffourth anniversary,
filled with favourables "puff pieces' eritten by staff
reporters, appesred in The Sowstan and most other
Argus pepers in 1981). Everyone is repeatedly told
that economic sanctions ageinat South Africa would
hurt blacks worst of all. All this undoubtedly
has an ispact: polls have shown that sost urban

blacks oppose trade boycotts of South Africa or state
ownership of big industries (Gtar, 24.09.81).

Arother way the press helps "kesp the lid on"
iz in its deference before excesses by the security
authorities, which goes beyond even the limits
required by las. Thus, For instance, when one reporter
browught in eye-witness accounts of police brutality
after the suppression of the 1981 Reiger Park riots,
his news editor's first resction was,; ‘Why are you
trying to smear the South African Police?' On
controversial matters imvolving the Army, the posturs
of the press is virtually prostrate, when not
downright laudatory.

BACKGROUND TD THE STEYN COMMISSION
IN view of the symbiotic relationship which exists

betwaen the English=language press and capital, it
becomas necessary to ask why there has been such an
extensive history of conflict h-rl;qm prass and
govermrment since the National Party took power in
1248,

For the period From 1548 to the early 1970s, one
can see a definite clash of interests between the
constituencies represented by tha two, which took
precedence over the relatively wmk threats to thaeir
comson intearest in the preservation of cepitaliss.
The press acted as the mouthpiece of tha English
business establishment, while the Afrikaner govarrsent .
was the spokesman of the aspiring Afrikeans bourgeoisie
and sizeable Afrikaans working and smallholding
classes. This conflict lay at the root of the
repmated collisions betwesen the press and the
authorities aboukt policy and even about press Freedom
itself.

Since 1576, however, the maturity of Afriksans
mm?ﬂmmtmmtmmhn-muﬂ
in a goverrment more closely identified with capital
as a whole than at any tims since the firat half of
this century. The continuation of conflict betwaesn
the government amd the English=language press im this
period belies the notion of a simple or mechanical
link betwsen the two and capital. Rather, it appears
that thae pulitinll authorities who rule in the




interest of capital are increasingly concerned that
its very survival is threatened by the continuance of
certain traditions which the press inherited from

its liberal capitalist origina. Tha threat of
revolution sgainst white rule and capitalism appears .
to necessitate in thelr einds a revision of the bDbounds
within which the capitalist press operates a regulatory
function typlcal of a cepitalist state.

Tne nature of the tises has changed since 19976,
and the conseguences of mere reporting of news
avents have also changed since then, Evidence of
unreast, instability, and tha abuse of powsr has become
s0 extensive in the wake of the Boweto uprising that
much is publicised in the normal course of events
sven without the press attempting to seek it out.
Aeports of riots, strikes, and guerills attacks
make the position of the Forces of order look
increasingly shaky, while allegations of torturs in
the protected forums of political trials and
parliament threaten to undermine their support. The
mere announcement of unrest in one part of the country
can in this unsatable environment healp spread it, as
the smowballing of ths 1580 school boycotts showed.
Thus the suthorities can no longar say they are fearful
of lies or opposition commentary: increasingly
frankly they admit they are threatened by the full
reporting of the truth.

This fear is undoubtedly reinforced by the de
Ffacto increass in Ffresdom of spesch in Bouth Africa
since 1976. Since that upheaval, far too many blacks
have found their voices and spoken out for the state
to silence them all, in contrast to the fearful years
of the 1980s and sarly 1970s. Soreover, with the
rising.guerilla threat, the security authorities
have been Fforced to concentrate on hostile desds, not
hoatile words.

The result is that pesople are more willing to
talk politics = in private or in public. Could
anyons have imagined a decads ago an anti-Gouth African
Indian Council campaign centred upon the Fresdom
Charter? Likewise, could speskers at township
meetings then have made open calls for majority rule,
and baraly veilesd references to armad struggle, ms

now? The calls of a Bishop Tutu for a boycott of
South African coal sould surely have led to a banning
ordar, or worse.

The new outspokenness has fanned the sparks of
resistance kindled in 1578 into school boycotts,
strikes, and a resurgence cof communlty organisation in
black townships. Thus the reporting of black
viespoints Feeds black resistance, which in turn
makes blacks still more outspoken. Detentions or
bannings of individuals may retard the process, but
they cannot halt it. One cbvious way to limit the
effect of the increased Freedom of spesch, however,
is to limit tha fresdom of the press to report it.

Tha post=1576 pariod has also sesn a major
change in the black orientated press. Since then,
black journalists have become politicised, abandoning
the gld formula of sex and violence sven 1f they
remained rather hazy on ideoclogical details.
Although their organisation into black consciousness
trade unions put them in an ambiguous position
betwsen middle-class and mass nationalism, their
comnltment to black rule was unmjstaksable, and thelr
dedication sufficiesnt to sustain a painful sight-
woek strike late in 1981.

The late 1970s also saw the smergence of a new
gensration of progressive young white journalists.
They wers dedicated to taking tha libsralism of the
English press at its word, using thas tredition of
'‘giving both sides' to ventlilate popular grievances
and aspirations, [For their trouble the Priss Minister
described thes as 'men with poison in their pens').

It must aleo be resambersd that the English=
language press is the main source of news for inter-
national press reporting on South Africa. Thus, tha
turbulence raflected in its pages was bound to have
an influenca on South Africa‘s political and sconomic
partnars, as wall as forsdgn investors.

These appear to ba the considerations bahdind
press policy, at least since PW Botha becase Prime
Minister. The most important ssasure in this field
in his first year was the appointment of & commisaion
of inquiry under Judge MT Bteyn into press coversge
of Defence and Police satters, a clear indication of

his CORCArns.

Juns, 1979, saw the then Minister of Justice,
Alwyn Bchlebusch, addressing the Newspaper Fress
Union about new idess for voluntary press curbs.

Hg asked them to accept a highly restrictive Code

of Conduct for journalists, to bar thes from writing
articles which would endangsr ‘South Africa‘s
interests’, which would have effectively nsutered the
opposition press. In the wake of tha newspaper -
owners' polite refusal to castrate themsslves, a

new commission wes appointed under Judge Steyn to
investigate all aspects of tha mass media in June
1980, followed by a public compaign of Ministerial
criticises of the opposition presa.

THE brief of the Steyn Commission was an extreordinary
one. Its charge was to datermine 'the needs of the
times' and how well the media met them. Thus, it
began from the suthoritarian premise that it is
possible to make an authoritative judicial determination
of the 'needs of the times', an inherently contssted
concept, as if they were findings of fact in a court-
room triml. It followsd through with a report which
mixes an suthoritarian philosophy with a bizarre
theory of & world-wide conspirecy against Bouth
Africa.

The Commission begins with the assumption that
South Africa is becoming a democratic socisty.

That dynamic process of development is continuing
and the process of developing and expending
tha democratic foundations of tha whole
community is advancing inexcrebly. (30)

Howsver, it is difficult to sscaps the suspicion
that the Commission's notion of ‘democrecy’ looks
like 1ittls more than a revespsd version of apartheid
whan it lists its conception of the nesds of tha
Bouth Africen community. These include 'removal of
the remmants of unjust group domination' {which bits
are just?), 'maintehance of own identity in relation
to other race groups', and 'homelands'. (108)

Neverthsless, the Commission sxplains,

In avaluations of the Bouth African ﬂhﬂﬂﬂ_‘l
cartain sxpressions, principles, stc ars ©
repsatedly relisd upon as criteria, wors often




than not in severe denigration of the present
dispesation. Such criteria are also ssployed
tirelessly by the Soviet propagands and Subversion
machinery. These criteria are also repsatedly
resorted bo by shite and black radicals ... as
mzl]l as by a gomily mmber of clerical and
liberal groupings and by a large section of

the mass sedia, all sesking bto maintaln and
intensilfy Sowth Africa’s pariah status and to
substitute a radically different political and

Thess misguided notions - shich the Cosmission
procesds to refute elth argueents drasn From the
classic Versoerdisan sophistry — include the claim
that South Africa is vndesccratic, that one-san one—
vote is sorkable here, that civil disobedience can ba
Justified, that South Africa has abandoned the rule
of law, and that blacks are denied epuality before
the law. _

Thus implicitly essrges the case For press
restraints, in order to prevent the spresd of swch
dangerous ldeas.

A population mistakenly accepting certain
Faulty ond or irrelevant criteria as baing both
trve od applicable ... may sasily becoms

. wnecessarily desoralised and even rendered
incapable of defending themselves, 1Ff such
criteria srongly cause them to percelve thelr
‘order of things' as being evil and irresedisbhls
eea  [31)

After all, since in the Commission's btopsy-turwy
logic South Africa is becoming a democracy, it has the
right to protect itself from those enemies of the
peple who might subvert it. Ta fully appreciate
how dangerous the "faulty criteria’ wentioned above
are, the Cosmission launches on a lengthy exposd
of shat it considers the coontry's intermal and externsl
enemies, asong shom liberals are as dangerous as
commnists.

The Soviets, misguided Bestern liberals and
tha Third World are the sain participants

in the onslaught. [59)

It is difflcult to ewision an onslaught msore
total. But lest mational vigllance slips, the _
Commission is at pains to esphasise that South Africa
cannot let doen its guard even before self-procledsed
Friesds like Ronald Asagan or Wargaret Thaboher.

It is clear that the Festern onslasught wpon
Gouth Africa is mech sore serious than many sould
have one believe. (63)

In a revealing resark, the Steyn Cosmission
shows that it comasiders advocates of Western
despcracy as much of a probles as those of the Eastern
sort.

Thae aextermml onslasght has as its aim nothing
less than the political and moml subversion of
the white man, his replacessnt by a black

ma jority gowermmsent in a unitary state with,
depending on who wins, guidelines Ffor a

arxist redical socialist or liberal desocratic
welfare-capitalist socio-political system.” (109)

iled to the sxtermal onslaught, witbtingly or
wmitbtingly, are various categories of intermal
opponents of the regise, sho can be categorised
as knaves, dupes, and traitors.

The knaves appear to include all black political
groups to the left of Gatsha Buthalezi. Arapo and
the ANC are lusped together as partners in the
sof tening-up prucess [ aclaim that their leaders would
consider either asusing or libellows). Special
Fury is reserved Ffor the Bedia Workers Association of
South Africa, both becsuse it struck for unconventional
_d-—dl.lrdh-:-._ﬂ'llhmmﬂ’rmulm

made declaring that black journalists would either be

revalutionary propagandists or status guo propagendists.

The othar knaves are the proponents of hlack
theology, in particular the South African Cowncil of
Churches. Black theology, it eserges, is a dongerous
cresd which gives scriptural status to demands For
black power, developed by an ohscure black Aserican
theologion called Prof Jeses H Cone in the 1960s.
Thaess cancarous ldeas infected the World Council of
Churches and it: South AFrican affiliate, creating
a "wvary dangerous and potentially lethal theo—
political force®. ([B8)

The dupes are the white liberals who sympathise
with black organisations and black theology, especially
liberal churchesn, sriters, politicisns and social
activists.

The traitors are white redicals (particularly
Jourmalists), who, in the Commission's view, are
treacherously attempting to undersine the developing
Utopia under the guise of reporting the facts. Their
technigues include “pack jouwrnaliss*, the "pariah
asyndrome” ;, and "negative climate setting®.

Because of all these threats, the Comsdssion
conc ludes

We are indesd Facing great dengers ... which
require of our ... sedis comssunity far greater

responsibility of acclon and circumspection of
uttersnce than would be called for in times

more settled and in communities less troubled.
{ 10a)

Curiously, these dangers include just about every
wvocal political opponent of the South African govern—
menk. Thus the Commission insists that

Society and the media should increasingly bae
de—paliticised in the sense that clesarer
distinctions are to ba sade betwesn matters
belonging to the level of statecraft, and
therefore off mational isportance, and satters
which are partisan and party—-political. This
?:Iu;.imtlu an important task For sedisa sen.
150 .

This attespt to sharmply restrict the scope of
political conflict through press controls reflects a
conception of the key role of the presas as a conduit
of political ideas.

Tha mass communlcator 1s a "gatekesper' — he is
sltuated at the point where decisions and
selections are made, which determine the content,
structure, and prominence of messages. [115)

Because of its sdherence to the treditions of
liberal jourmaliss, esven the kind of information
which South Africa's capitalist press prints is a
threat to the house of cards which Steyn enwisions
as the country's Fubture political systes.

The leftist (!) press (eg the English-language
opposition Papers) in general is persistently
engagwd in the process of socio-economic
demolition.’ [125)

Exmmples of this "demolition' includs press
coverage of ANC trials, the Matola raid, and the
MNyanga sguatters.

As For the black press, the Comission is even
morw scathing. OF the late Post, it writes,

Pogt was raedically leftlst, challengingly m,.
totally unsympathetic tosards the goverrmant's

stepa Ffor reform, incitory against institutions
of its own people [7) such as the community
councils. [128) .

Drce all H‘li:m:tuff is tonad down,
the madia can get on with its real job: selling South
Africa.

All concerned - goverrment, opposition, press
broadeasting med ia, and privwate enterpriss - will




have to co-oparate in nmmirull:n-w
suthoritative [story) to the world., This does
not mean that all have to speak with one vodce.
The art of diplomacy is to say the same thing

‘ in different ways, for the benafit of differant

" audienmces, but with honest and sincers intentions.

Thae Cosmission also warmed that if the altermative
is majority rule,

it is likely that the Afrikener will curb the
press for as long as he has political power,
and for as long as he anticipates that it will
be an instrument to maintain powsr.

It i_l in this contaxt that the Commlssion's
main proposals must be appraised.

The key one called for the establishment of
a statutory register of journalists, from which they
gould be struck off for violations of a vagusly-
worded code of conduct. IFf struck off, a person would
be banned for life from ‘the journalistic profession.
Although the proposed code of conduct was no mors than
a genaral collection of platitudes, the unmistakable
intent was that its looss terms be used to enforca the
sort of restriction of expression outlined above,

The Commission's draft bill also gave absolute
discretion in the placement of journalists onto

the register at its cresation.allowing a house-cleaning
of journalists already at work.

These measuras seem to have besn regarded by the
Commission as largely supplanting the existing system
of punitive press legislation. The Cosmission
recosmands the pruning of unnecessary statutory
rastrictions on press reporting, and also implicitly
‘eriticisss tha policy of banning whole newspepers.

Far bettar, the report intimates, to control the
reporters .'H'_ﬂ].mt .

A newspaper is merely a neutral instrument,
incapable of corweying any seditious intentions.

It is the spirit engendered by the journalistic
corps serving such a paper, and reflected in it,
that cremtes the reputation of the paper. The
real perpetrator of subversion ia the jourmallst
who sbuses the paper to furthar his own ends. (15)

The other major recosmendation was Ffor a
restructuring of newspaper sharsholdings. In place
of the large blocks of shares now in the hands of
* mining houses and Anglo-controlled trusts, no one
would be sble to own more than "% of the shares of a
papar. This may have besn a bid to grab the ownership

of the English papers out of the hands of the big

.companies with whom it now rests, and put it safely

into the hands of pgovernment supporters.

THE LIKELY CONSEQUENGES |
EVEN by the standards of the National Party goverrment,
the Steyn Commission seems to have gone "over the
top' in its Findings and recommendations. Its picturs
of the total onsleaught is exceptionally crude, and
certainly far less sophisticated than that of the
Army and Becurity Police. Its criticlsms of newspaper
shareholdings came only wesks after the Moncpolies
Commission gave them a clean bill of health. As soon
&8 ths raport was relsassd - to a Firestorm of '
criticiss, both from English and Afriksans journalists
hera and newspapers ovarseas — tha Prime Blnister was
at pains to say he would not rush into implementing
its proposals. Thase, he stated, would be the basis
of megotiation with the press.

¥Yat it is impossible to balieve that thea govern—
ment fid not know what sort of report to expect whan
it sppointed the Commission. The analysis and soms
of the recommendations were similar to those of the
first Bteyn Commission on defence reporting, and thres
of the five comsissioners wers alsoc the sama,
Morsover, during 1981; a parade of civil servants
from various departments appeared before the

Commission to accuse the press of inciting black
people and to call for a statutory journalista’

register. At tha time rumours 1n Pretoria sald that
they were marching to Cabinet orders,

The most reasonable conclusion sssms to be that
the goverrment appointsd the Cosmission in the
sxpectation of an axcessive report, to give it _
bargaining chips in tha negotiations with the press.
It can now aim for voluntary curbs or perhaps a
professionally=imposed reglstration system; with tha
threat of a statutory ssasurs in the background. The
threat of masaive shifts in sharshalding pattarns
caould be ancther effective bludgeon, since the newa—
peper owners are anxicus to avold the complex
manoeuvras reguired to blunt it; while government
appsars not to cars ona way or the other.

The real guestion is thus: what is the govern-
mant's bottom line? An answer can ba glesned by
reading the Commission's report together with the
submissions it received from the military and the
sscurity police, the bodies who appsar to have the
Prime Minister's ear. It seems they are most
sansitive about four types of stories: '

e Articles which reflect favourably on banned
crgenisations like the African Natlonal Congress,
such as tha 'Fres Mandala' caspalgn;

® Articles which reflect badly on the sscurity
spparatus,; such as criticism of detentions or of tha
military;

a Articles which suggest South Africa is sliding
into revolutionary war, isplying that- the state is
not lrnvulnarable |

m Articles which Forcefully presant black
grievences or vigoroualy criticisss the government,
for creating a "negative climate®.

This impression was reinforced by comments in
parlissent by tha Minister of Internal Affairs,
Chris Heunis, the responsible Minister in the debate

“on tha report. He said that the main alm of the report

was ‘arming this country against terroriss' (RDM,
15.02.82).

SOMOLUBTON

THE struggle for control of the press, with all its
imparfections, has becoms one of the key points in the
political struggle in South Africa today. The Lssus
now is no longer the right to cempaign or criticise,
but serely the right to reflsct reality. What it bells
down to is that the authorities want to cut down the
flow of news, statements, and ideas which invigorats
black resistance to spartheid. _

‘  So the papers are likely to come under pressure
to play down the ANC, guerilla strikes, and criticiem
of the security forces, as wall as to tone down reports
of black grisvances and community struggles. An
onslaught can also be expectéd against _--.'-_'ﬂ a
ban on The Sowstan is quite possible. Thess restrict-
ions will attempt to blindfold the public before the
intenss conflicts in society, to smother popular




leadars and organisations in black commumities,
ard maintain shite morale. .

) Progressive journalists of all colours will have
to conslder carefully their responss to this challepge.
It will be tempting to strike a heroic posture and
refuse to carry on if new curbs are imposed, but thay
will hove to ask what gains kemikeze tactics would
really bring. They may find it wiser to ssallow their
pride, even if it seans signing a register; so as not
to lenve the media to the tise—servers and resction—
aries. It is an unpalatshle choice, but progressive
Jjourralists may soon be confronted with the
altermatives of a fighting retreat or a doomed

stand .
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DETENTIONS:
tampering
with the mind

THE aim of moat detentions under South African security
legislation is the extrection of information.
Detention is therefore inestriceahly linked with
interrogation. Variouss ssans are used to get the

.lnr“ttmmmhninﬂ'-mﬂ_dmnfthn

detaines. Access to the detaines by lawyers is
ot geanted by tha detaining authorities; nor to
friends or femily, except in special circumstances.
Thus, anything that might bolster sorale is
forbidden, as it say make information required sors
Arcrassitls ‘to security police.

The detention period can be divided into three

stages: '

1]. The initial change in the detainee's envirorment
and his/her response to this;

2). The interrogation situstion;

3). Waiting for relssse.

There is not such information availsble on the
initial response to detention. Teo ex-detainsss have
noted that it is a time of its own in the whole
exparience :

«=snsthose First teo days is just so different
from the rest of the period inside - its like a
saparate kind of experience becausa it's just
such a difference betwsen living your own life
outside, and tha First teo hours inside is the
crucial area, if you can survive that you can
hopefully swrvive tha rest of the tima....The
firast thing that strikes you 1s the senaa of
baing in a completely different world doen to

taking seay things associsted with your everyday
Life.. oo

Then you look at your cell snd it locks like a
really dirty dreary place, there are no sheats
and no pillows, just blankets, sosetimes you have
a mattreas, the tollet hasn't a handle, thers
are no windows, you notlce just little things
like that. Tha lights are turned on and off
dapending on what the people outside feal like.
Your meal hours are different, the Ffood indtislly

is far shittier....you're not told shy you're
detained and they*ra vary threatening and
aggressive. 5o ismediately because you live in
a kind of sscure enviromment and you're taken
out and Faced with people who're hostile to youw.
You Feal they're looking and feeling you're
srubbish, just deegs. 2

-

ssssiEn they Fimally locked me in my oell that
was probably the worst tise of the whole period,
those First couple of hours when I realised that
I wa=s actually physically incapable of leswing
tha area. 1 resssbher pacing around and Erying
to look out = coming to terms with the physical
restraint. 3

It is a sudden and extrems changs From one's
daily ewironment, coupled with wncertailnty of the
unknown, of the reasons behind one's detention, and
the hostility and aggression of one's captors. It
is a time of total aloneness and fear = of

ui:l'm.'l '

Then comes tha interrogation period. It is in
fact artificial to separate this out. The period of

social isaletion is in itself sstting r_!li-rﬂ! for
interrogation. As Storr (1980) points out:

When all ties with the outaide world are
sevared, the detaines is simply left alone with
his fears, knowing that he is entirely at the
marcy of his captors. Since a man's sensa of hils
own identity as a person depends upon
communication with other persons,; he Soon coases
to bahave as himsalf.

According to Storr, a person needs only 4 weaks of
solitary confinemsent before being reduced to a state
of ssvere depression, clossly akin to a state of
chronic schizophrenia: '

After about four weseks of complete isolation,
most prisoners become sevaraly deprassed. Thay
cease All spontanecus activity, teke little
notice of thelr surroundings, and become dirty
amnd dishevelled. They may become incontinent and
sit all day suttering to thesselves.

Interrogation baing offered at this podnt is
often a welcose relief, and should the interrogetor
ﬂmpl;ywthut-ﬂulittlllmhrmm
notice or acknowledge the detalnee, the axperience of
confusion and loss of identity is drestically
increased. A interrogator suddenly becoming warm
and friendly at this point provides the relationship-
deprived detaines with such—nesded affirestion of
him or her as a person. It is very difficult not to




"talk® under such circumstances.

In an experiment conducted by Zubek et al,
whers volunteers were held in sclitary confinement,
all demandesd releasa before three days were up.

Thay wara axperisncing sental confusion, disorientation,
a lack of concentration, and an inability to think
logically., EEGs showed up a profound disturbance in
tha functioning of their central nervous systems.

It is important to note - in any attespt to
relate esparisental svidence in this area to the
actual axparisnce of detentien - that thares are
erucial differences betwsen the sxperiments and a
real detention sxperience:

1), experimenters are not hostile to their voluntesrs;

2}, the termination of the expariment is absolutely
under the control of the voluntesr; |

a). * the voluntesr voluntesrs for his/her rols in

the experiment, and gets something out of it.

The process described above by Storr is a
relatively straight-forward one. Combine it with any
of the following technigues, and the effect is more
disastrous from tha point of view of tha detalnse's
paychological hold on hisfher reality. The basic
principls is a simpls one - bresk down snything that
might be providing the detaines with intsrnal
strength, ie (a) bresk him or her down on a physical
level, or (b) bresk him or her down on a psychological
laval.

{a) The brain needs at minimum thres things to
function adeguately, according to Etm-r:ﬁ BENRATY
stimulation, oxygen, and proteins ar sugars.

Sensory stimulation can be prevented in any degres of
hhmity-fmﬂ'-i-lrmhnrllﬂmuf
prison sxistence, through to more sophiaticated
techniques; those either gearsd towards the

pravention of sll stimulation (darkéess, loose clothing,

blindfolds, gloves, sarplugs), or those geared
towards thes prevention of pattarned stimulation
{fierce white light, tranalucent goggles, white
noisa). In an experiment whare patternsd stimulation
was prevented, 78 percent of volunteers gave up before
48 hours, becauss of unbsarable anxiety and tenaion,
panic attacks, and unbearsble dreams of drowning and

-Jffmll:lm.?

Oxygen can be restricted by the use of hooding,
or by placing prisoners in a highly confined space.
Bugars and proteins are sasily restricted by
providing only a very spars diet, or only water,
This deprives the brain of coenzymes which are
necessary for norsal carsbral metabolism.

In addition, the Ffollowing manipulations can
occur: sleep disturbances, which lead to gross
disturbance in higher cortical fumctlondng; lack
of propsr hyglene and induced illnasses; prolonged
interrogation under extreme tension; the abuse of
chemicals, =3 laxativea; fatigulng physical

exercises lﬂilllﬂtl.'ﬂihﬂdf..ﬂ Tha Amnesty I

_International Aeport on Torturs [1975) notes that

Allegations have besn made that there ls an
applisnce for administaring elsctrlc shock

torture in almost every police station in Bouth
Africa, but the uniformity of the methods sven

in small local police stations, and tha fact that
goma interrogators seem to travel from one

centre to ancther, led the UN investigators to
suggest that the police must receive soma tralning
{n the use of torturs (1975:131).

Furthar, ths Amnessty Feport relays this information
about slectroshock:

Even in medical use when it is given twice a
week, [electroshock)] may induce mild confusion
and memory impairssnt for a short pariod. When
rapeated many times in a day it causes such
carsbral disturbance as to render men demsnted
and incontinent and is smalogous to a ssverse head
injury. Peaulo Schilling points cut the other
affects of electricity whan applisd locally to
limbs as a torture:

‘Tha alectrical discharge causes a sensation
which is difficult to describe: a physical and
paychological commotion filled with electric
sparks, which togethar with convulsive shaking
and loss of muscular contral, gives tha victim a
senss of losa, of unavoldabls attraction for
that turbulating slectrical trituration. The
shock causes a stimulation in the muscle which ia
identical to the stimulation of the nerve Fibres
and the suscle responds with a contrection. Tha
sxtensor muscles sxtend and tha fleaxors flew,
causing disorderly; uncontrollable movesents
gimilar to spilesptic comvulslons.

The tortured victim shouts with all his might,
grasping for a footing, somswhers to stand in
thes midst of that chaos of convulsions, shaking
and sparks. He cannot lose himself or turn his
attantion away from that desperats sensation.
For him in that moment any other form of combined
Wiﬂilw H ] :I'I].:l.lf. fﬂ" it '-I.lu allow

him to divert his attention, touch ground and
his own body which feals like it 1s sscaping his
grasp. Paln saves him, baating coses to his
rascua, He tries to cause hisself pain by
beating his head repeatedly on the ground. But
rescurce is available to him' (1575:59-50).

It is interesting to consider the different
gffects of 'externally' end "internally' induced
pairi. ‘Externally’ induced pain allows detaineses
the posasibility of remaining resistant through hatred
and anger at their interrogators. ‘Internally’
induced pain on the othar hand, is debilitating (eg
sitting Ffor hours in a seated poaition without a
chair, holding bricks in upraised hands, standing
on tiptoe with only the fingertips pressing against a
wall). The victim has to cope with self-inflicted
pain = the contest becomes one against ““"‘5

With gradual physical breskdown, detainess becoma
restless, talkative, delirious. Inforsatlon iy e
from past experisnce becomes lesa patent as a guide
for mction; information from the present (pain,
thirst, discomfort, threats to life) becomas more
potent. ° Experiments show a diminished capacity to
reason shstractly, to think in a concentrated and
coherent manner, a heightensd level of suggestibility,
disturbance in the powsr to recollsct (especially
events of a complex naturs), uncertainty of the
detaines in his or her beliefs and their truth or
falsehood and the development of dependence
guards and l.l'ltllrmultm." '

(b) To bresk detainees on a psychological level,
all the sbove technigues apply. In addition, use can .
be mads of mock strangulations, mock executions, mock
drownings, threats of what is being done to loved
ones, huniliations and degradations.

In sssence, the detainse is treapped in a
situstion in which the stresses are manipulsted so
as constantly to frustrats the nesd to behave in &
conaistent, learned, personal behaviour pattarn, and
in sccordance with an estsemed self image - both of
which are necassary for the protection of besic self-
1 __Mtr_m

An additional point can be made about the
interrogation situation, Very desply instilled in us



“through socialisation is a stress reaction when asked
& question, which can only be relisved by answering
the question. It is possible to decline an answer to
a guastion, but sach refusal reguires an affort which
cirnot be sustalned in the long run. O

The varied m:tlm.l of interrogation have been
aptly sumarised by Blderman, into tha thres aspacts
of Dapendency, Debility and Oresd.’® Physical
dependency lies at the basis of the relationship
betwsen interrogator and detainee. Paradoxically,
tha daetainea is totally dependant on tha veary person
who withdraws thoss things ha or she needs to retain
their stremgth and morals. Psychological dependency
is inextricsbly linked. So strong is the need of
one human being for another (particularly on the
leval of physical surviwal) that, rather than feal
cosplataly abandoned, a datalree will attach him or
harsslf sven to their persecutors. Most of us will

cling to anyona, rather than face a loss of personal
identity, and the disintegration of personality
ﬂ'll.d‘l is the result of complats amotlonal l.l:»ﬁl.vli::l.:l'u15
Debility is engineered through the deprivation
of food; sleep and husan contact. Dread is experienced
- during respites between intarrogation sessions: fear
of daath; Fear of pain; Fear of deformity, or
permanant disabllity through neglect or inadequats
madical treatment; fear of violence agalnst lowed
" ‘ones at homs; sven fear of ona's ability to satisfy
tha demands of tha ilnsatiable interrogators In order
to get released.
Under "D00* a resistant detainee becomas
complataly complisnt. Mathews and Albino (1966:33)
sum up tha position from a psycho-legal point of

solitary confinement combined with
interrogation may cause the subject to becoms
confused and uncartain of his facts and to
doubt himself and his recoliections. He may
become suggestible and strongly subject to the
influence of his interrogator who can make
sugpestions to him directly or indirectly
somatimes without even being aware of it. In
his state of confuslion and impalired mental powers,
ha may sbandon his criginal reconstruction of
events and substitute one to please his
interrogator. Thereafter the detalrss sy
balisve tha second reconstruction to be true and

o

for this reason his dessancur say ba no gulde to
his credibility. He may be conwinced of the
truthfulness of a false reconatruction and
indications of delibesrate lying will ba absent.

Again and again, litereture in this area leads
us to this conclusion - that the basic position of
the courts should be to disallow statementa unless
thay are proven to have been sade freely and
voluntarily in all r'lqm:l:_-.E In sharp contrast,
the South African courts have tended to sccept
statemsents of accused people, and evidence of
witnesses, when they have been in detention for
lengthy periods, and have claimed duress and cosrcion.

Therae is no personality that can withstand
extensive interrogation techniques. Assessment of
pravious personality cannot predict sndurance under
such stress. Uwder sxperissntal conditions, neurctics
and those defined as "social misfits' often did better
than "normal* mll.w

Fimally, for the detaines,; the detention
experience is not yst over, once interrogation
has ceased and the "statesent' sade. He or sha
simply has to wait an unknown period before relssse.

* Francis {197) conducted an experiment testing the

effects of perception of time on endurance. The
beat endurence occurrad in the group who knes whan
tha axperiment sas to end, and who ware glven a record
of the passing time. Yhose who fared worst on
endurance, ware thoss who knaw how tiss was passing,
yat who had no ldea of the termlnmation date of the
mperiment., Such is the poaition of most detainess
in Bouth Africa.

~ THE _INTERAROGATOR

FINALLY, parhaps we can look at the profile of the
torturer. Unbelievably, he is as often as not a
santimental family san; he goes along with
authoritative demands for obedience [even when this
means inflicting harm on cthers); © he has pronounced
conformity to his group; carriss out his "work' as
part of a callective system; and finally, ha has a
strong tendancy towards sacrificing his own personality
in iﬂtlr-l‘lll.tlﬂ'lﬂ"ﬂﬂ [{which leads to a bulld-up of
frustration and hostility which is then unlesashad on

hostile images and minority groups).

Where there is any likelihood of the humanity
of the detaines touching that of the interrogator, a
hﬂilnéhmﬂrmnwﬂum'lhﬁd: or ha
or she is strapped to the other end of a machine; or
made to wallow in his or har own excrement S0 that the
humanness is no longer So dangerous.

SOCIETIES ALLOWING FOR TORTURE
AMNESTY International conducted a thorough investigation
of societies operating from a standpoint of torturs/
interrogation (1973). They found that there was
always a nesd to justify torture = that it was a pre-
condition for interrogation that the Lnterrogator hold
a world-visw which divides pecple into categories of
tortursble and non-torturable. Then, once one group
of paoples has besn set on one side a8 licensed to
torture, and ancther as a group so Far beyond
consideration as husan beings that any brutality can
be inflicted upon them, the fatal step has been taken.
From thers, the group of victims is repidly enlarged,
while, at the same time, the apparstus of the state
moves in to protect the interrogators from punishesnt
or even from inguiry.

Tha mora authoritarisn the soclety, the more
prﬂlmt.thl tortura. Torture in the rnome of the
gtate iz in effect nothing other than a direct and
immediate form of domination of one person or group
over another. This is the essence of authoritarian
politics.

To close with a gquotation From Charles Dldtﬂiﬂ g

I hold this slow and daily tampering with the
mysteries of tha srain, to be ismeasurably worss
than any torture of the body: and becauss its
ghastly signs and tokens are not so palpable to
the sye and sensa of touch as scars uwpon the
flash; because its wounds are not upon tha
surface, and 1¥ extorts few cries that human
sars can hear; therefors I the more denounce it,
a8 a sacrat punishment which slumbering humandty
is not roused up to stay. I hesitated once,
debating with myself, whether if I had the power
of saying 'yes' or 'ne', I would sllow it to be
tried in certain cases, whera tha terms of
imprisorment were short; but now, I solemnly
declare, that with no resards or honours
could I walk a happy man benaath the open sky
by day, or lay me down upon my bed at night,
with the consclousness that ona husan creature,




for any length of time, no mattar what, lay
suffering this unknown punishment in his silent
cell, and I the cause; or I consenting to it in
tha least degres.
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Following Sandler, 1981.
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CHOLERA:

a soclal
disease?

DURING the 'no confidence' debate in parlissent,

Or Warius Barnard (PFP) described the current cholera
espidesic as tha "inevitable bitter price we have to
pay for the implementation of the homeland pollcy,
the migrant labour system, ressttlesent of Blacks,
the breaking up of familiss, and the crimiral naglect
of primary health care facilities among tha dis-
advantaged pesople in the country®.

The Minister of Health, Or Lapa Munndk's counter-
attack was that his opponent was "part of tha total
onslasught against South Africa’'. He demanded to

now, "why nothing positive was said about health in
Bouth Africa‘. '

The debate reinforces the notlon that the
*guality of a nation's health cverwhalmingly is
& response to the nature of its political, soclal
and economic enwironment®. It is therefors sssentiasl
to sxamine dissases such as cholera within this
context. Analysed in isoclation from its enviromment,
cholers, although dangerous, doss not have as high a
fatality rete as other socially related dissasas
such as tubsrculosis.' Its imsediats symptoms,
whan recognised, can be treated sffectively. However,
when viewed in the social, political and sconomic
conditions in which it breesdsa, cholera becomses both
a symptom and an indicator of tha injustices which
pervade South Africa.

This article aims to mamine the factors which
cause cholera, tha infected arsas, tha stata's
response to the crisis, and the potential for cosmunity
organisations to take united stands on the causes of
ill health. Issues such as forced rescwals, the
role of industry, health legislation, proviaion of
sarvices, the involvement of the SA Defsnce Force,

and community responses are of paremount impertance y



to an understanding of the true mature of health and
111-health in Bouth Africa.

Cholera is a disease of poverty — a condition
resulting from a socisty in which there is a mal-
distribution of resources. Poverty-associated
diseases are regarded as features of developing
countries with a ssall affluent elite and a poor
ma jority, where basic facilities are not adeguately
provided .

Certain dissase patterns in Enuth_lfri:l are
similar to those of underdeveloped countries. The
incongruity lies in the fact that a state -=hose
medical services have been acclaimed as being 'as
good as America'™ [ehere such diseases have been
eradicated), and which boasts of having 'First World®
advanced technology, cannot prevent outbresks and
recurrences of swch epidemics. Elghty kilomstres
from Durten's modern medical services and industrial
sector over S50 000 people have been affected by
cholera due to lack of basic essentisls conducive to
a healthy 1ifa.

Ewafulu's cholera epldemic is a case of history
repeating itself. The envirommental conditions and
the disease's course replicate = on a larger scale
= KaMgwane. Only the names of the afflicted areas
differ. In Dctober, 1980, KaNgwars was ravaged by
cholera which infected thousands and killed about
30 people. The 1981/2 epidemic has affected
more than 50 000 people so Far, with about 200
fatalities.” In both bantustans the cycle was
initiated by the treansmittance of the organism through
taman fapces. In Sumer the orpaniss sultiplies
rapidly due to the high temperatures and humidity.
Rain nlso spreads the contaminated faeces from pit
latrines into wells, dems and rivers. The real
"instigator®' of the dissase is owercrowding,
iradequate water supplies and sanitation -
conditions prevalent in the bantustans. In a wider
context the root causes of cholera are forced '
rempvals, migrant labour and poverty wnder the policy
of ‘separate development'.

With the Jiscovery of gold and diamonds, rural
africans ware driven off the land and forced into an

area equal to sbout 3% of South Africa. Large numbaers
of the population were forced into the cities to

wirk on the mines as cheap labour, Tor South

Africa’s repidly developing economy. Traditional

rural economies collapsed due to owvercrowding,

erosion and migrant labour.

These factors are inseparable, reinforced by
legislation such as the Bantu Laws Amendment Act
of 1963. This was introduced For the tightening up
of the labour buresux system,to fumnel labour and to
entrench tha migrant labour system. Opposition to
the legislation sas wvolced by Helen Buzman, who
condemned the Act as one designed 'for cheap labour
supply. Huge labour reserves to feed hungry white
industrial complexes while absolving whites of the
responaibility for providing rights and facilities ta
workars who return at the end of their annual contrects
to live, languish and Starve comfortably out af
sight*.? In the same year 16 000 pecple wers
forcibly evicted from Bestersprult, near \Vryhalid, to
Mordlo in KeaZfulu, where the most basic necessities
were absent. Tha veld sas bare and arid. Water
rations were collected by cart and there was sparse
food, fuel end building materials. The result was
an outbreak of typhold and diphtheria. The pattern
has been prolonged and repested.”

It was estisated in 1980, by Professor Hanks of
the Institute of Matural Resources in Natal, that
KEwaZulu *has 20% of South Africa's population on
roughly 7% of the total land. The fragmentation of
land holdings in rural areas to house the increasing
population means that buts replace areble land'. The
calculated de facto population of Kea Zulu is
2 898 100, de jure 5 304 500.° Consequences of such
overcrowding are evident in areas like Msinga, which
has & population of some 20 000 on a strip of land
B-10 km long and about 0,2 ke wide. The soil is
eroded,; facilities are scarce, and tha lamd is
agriculturally unwiable.’

In 1975 it was calculated that KsaZulu supplied
269 000 migrent workers to the industrial areas.’
In view of population expansion and land
unproductivity the number is sure to have increased.

The young, the aged and the infirm are left behind

to languish in abhorrent conditions which cause and
aggravate the maladies associated with deprivation and
exploitation. -

On 2 Novembar, 1980, Dr wvan Rensburg, Matal's
Aegiomal Health Director, claimed that there were no
cases of cholera in EwaZulu. Exactly a year later,
cholera stmins were found in the Ingwavuma River of
northern Keafulu. The river joins the Usuthu and
Pongola Rivers within a &6 400 square ke reglon,
populated by 25 000 people. Ten deaths were reported.

The 153 beds at Ingeavuma®s mission hospltal
were ill-equipped to cope with the Flood of patients.
The crisis warranted the establishment of emergency
chlorination points, of which there are at present
(March, 1982) 600. Emergency tents were also erected
at Mdumu clinic and Mosvold mission hospital in the
region. It was estimated that at least SO0% of the
25 000 imhabitants suffered from the disesse, as the
entire water supply fed by the Pongola and Ingwavuma
PFivers had been infected.

Tha most wirulent outbreak was officially
recorded on 2 Decesber in Stanger and the surrounding
areas, after six people frdm Ncheweni (Ncholwend )
ghanty tosn had died. At First the cause «a8s not
attributed to cholera, but to a "mysterious water-
bornme gastric infection with similar symptoms', as
was emphatically affirmed by Or Kistner, an epidemio-
logist. GSubsequently, it was conceded that the
mysterious killer was indeed ﬂ'-nlm+9

Bouatter settlements in Inanda, near Durban,
also showed potentisal for ocutbresks of cholera and
typhoid. Conseguently, the inhabitasnts wers
threatensd with eviction before Christmas, as the
settlements posed a health hazard to the surrounding
'white" areas. 0

On*23 Decesber, the Parakasbad state-pwned indian
school, near Glendale Sugar Mill (30 km from Gtanger)
was converted into a sakeshift clinice. Thae 10 beds
proved insufficient for the daily influx of patients.
Mapumulo school was also corwerted into a clinde
and surplus patients ware transferred to Stanger
hospital .




Thus far, the diseass had struck ‘systematically’
avery underdeveloped area in northern Matal. Tha
thraat of its spread to Durban was intensifisd when
Clairwood hospital reported on 28 Decembar, the death
of & worker from Molweni.' The hospital has treated
cases from Uslazl, KwaMashu, MNdwedwe mnd Btanger.
Durtan's King Edward VIII hospital alsoc sant surplus
patients to Claireood as it did mot have sufficient
isolation facilities. =

Tha Walbedacht area in Pinetown was the next
undar survelllance following Fears of a rapid increase
in victiss. By 15 January, contrary to official
reports that the epidemic had abated, the crisls had
worsened, particularly in Stanger, Mapusulo and
Empangeni districts.

By the end of January, the official Figure stood
at 3 000, with 44 deaths.'~ On 2 February, health
sutherities declared that the -.‘ntul.tl.tn_-l was
sufficiently under control to spell the end of the
spidemic. Howsver, tha next day a new rehydration
centre at Ntuzana had to be opened For Amaoti
squatters, as was the case at Adem's mission
hospital for the Usbumbuly area.

Pistermaritzburg becams the next cholera splcentre
with five deaths repartsd on 2 Flunm'r-“ The
dissass continued southward, striking Boottborough
on the coast.

In March it was confirmad that shallfish Trom
tha Usgeni Aiver to tha Umlass Canal and along tha
entire Natal coast had been polluted by cholera. -
This reinforced the natlon-wide denger that was baeing
posed . '

To dats tha official mmber of confirmed cases
is 12 000, although it has been sstimated as being
probebly five timss that musber.'® It has finelly
bean acknowledged that ths dissass cannot ba stopped
becauss only a tiny percentage of the victims are
hospitalised - the rest unknowingly spread the
spidemic, The current El-Tor strain 'is also more
resilisnt and can survive higher tesperaturss and
drier conditions. ‘Thare is no way to stop the
dissass - only the ﬂrl-ﬂll‘w

PROVISION OF CLINICS

PAOVISION of clindics has been scant and inadeguate.

Btanger provincial hospital caters for sn average of
500 patients par day ([excluding cholera victims) and

thers are bed provisiona for & msaximum of 400 patients.

The overcrowded hospital caters for the pecple from
surrounding areas, and although it is not meant to,
in terms of provincial regulations, patisnts from
ths bantustan arsas are also treated here dus to
the chronic shortage of hospital amenitiss. '

At ona stage the overcrowded Ndumu clinic was
treating two patients per bed. In Glendals an indisn
school was converted into a makeshift clinic. Ten
bads are insufficlent for the 30 or sore suspected
cases who congregats dally therse. Thare are nd
realdent medical teams - health teams travel
stratches of 200 ks per day to treat sufferers at
these improvised hospitals. If patients miss the
health tsams, or they do not arrive [which is not
uncosmon ), sufferers must trudge home and return
anothar day.

Nt "
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At Glandale clinic, nu-mu;- taps have been
provided, thers is no water to flush the toilets.
Thus, tha cholsra cycla can ba repsated even at the
clinic itself. Or Van Rensburg attributes the
recycle to lack of sducation. Culpability resta
with sheer negligence and shortaightedness on the
part of thes authorities.

FACTLIT ,

SIGNIFICANTLY,; Matal's metropolitan arsas, although
in close proximity to infectsd areas, remain relativaly
free from widespread infection. For sxample,

Stanger, a pradominantly whits town B0 km from Durban,
is populated by about 3 000 who live in sprawling
houses and Ffarmeteads. On its periphery is Ncholwend,
whose 30 000 inhabitants subsiast In slem condltions
without basic assnitiss. There is no sanitation to
ﬂnflﬂfﬂ“ﬂilﬂmﬂlﬂwhﬂw
sunicipality. Only 20% of homes have access to

" purified sater, the rest rely on tha rim.m

Shalter conaiasts, in the main, of one or two rooms far




families of up to 10 members. MNcholweni was the most
wirulent epicentre of the cholera ocutbreak. Stanger
hospital, in the centre of the town, had to
accommodate the sufferers and those from surrounding
areas. 7Yet not a single case of cholera has been
reported For the white residential area.

A similer situation exists in Melmoth, a small
town near Empangeni. Due to ropid industrialisation
of mearby Aichards Bay, Empangeni has evolved into
a thriving commercial centre. Howswar, within
Malmoth thara lies a slum swhurb called Makbals-
fukws, in which some 800 people exist without
tollets. The residents themsalves regard tha place
as a health hazard. Malmath has joined the cholera
statistics.” |

One meed not espand on the deprivation of sach
cholara-infested area. Lot it suffice to state
that the arsas without sdequate living and sanitstion
amgnities are almost exclusively wulnerable to the
mpidemic. Ewven the most basic hyglene facilities
would reduce considerably the threat of infection.
Sporadic cases in metropolitan areas, such as Durban,
are carried from the poverty-stricken areas by
migrant labourers who work in the cities.

CAPTTAL

NATAL's chesp lsbour supply is dependent dn industry
for its subsistence. Therefore, it is impprtant to
sxpaing the role played by private companigs towards
the workers" welfare and their response to the cholers
epidemic. Enterprises, such as the South African
Bugar Associstlion, have been praised for thedr
sponsorship of the 'Buy a Borehole' caspaign. Dver
R00 D00 has been allocated for the sinking of
boreholes in Ksafulu, Wore than S50 boreholes and
handpumps have been established in Msinga, Tugela
Wapumuln, and Ingwavuma districts. AL the .‘Elﬂ'll:hli
Sugar Mill teps have been inserted in workers'
compounds . _

Efforts to reduce the spread of the dissase
Hll:u..].:I be commended. However, it must be stressed
that a proper sater supply is adeguate only in thes
short=term, and is just one of many Factors essential

for maintenance of good health. Other preventable
disenses, like typhold, coused by tha same conditions
as cholera, are contracted from milk, In the light
of this, private industry's provision for their labour

should be closely examined from a realistic perspective.

Companies are responsible for the welfare of
thousands of workers and it appears that plped water
has been provided at the expense of and as a poor
substitute Ffor the uumti-nlu.zz In 1576, requests
for water were made by the cltizens' committees on the
outskirts of Stanger, in response to a study by the
Urban Foundation. However, no response from industry
was received. Plans were shelved because Ncholweni
was considered to be "temporary', despite the fact
that the 30 000 inhabitants have lived there for
up to A years, amd inditially erected shacks to be
close to their place of work.

At Glerdale Sugar Mill, houses hove been allocated
according to salary scales. In the labour hierarchy
cane pickers, for up to 12 hours work per day,
receive about A0 per wesk. Slightly higher up tha
scale, workers may earn about RA125 per month in
cash. Houses allocated for such Families are two-
roomad compartments in row upon row of densaly
packed sub—economic shelters. Families of up to
12 members are housed here. In higher employmant
echelons, boiler-makers say sarm up to AT 000
monthly, for less tise workerd, and are provided
with houses in accordance with thelr sages. Thus,
family sire and labour hours are not taken into
accownt in the provision of services; employes
status 1s the only criterion upon which the slze and
standards of housing are :Im-umlant.za This places
capital's economic considerations in a more realistic
light. Private capital has funded health campalgns,
emphasising persomal hygiene for workers. Thelr
willingness to supply clean water in response to the
cholera outhresk ensures that sorkers will not be
exposed o contamdnated water, thus productivity w=ill
not be affected by absentesisa. When peEcple are
regarded as cheap, saleable commodities, the guality
af their lives after working hours is of no conseguence
te those responsible, unless profits could be adversaely

PASSING THE BUCKT

affected.
T STATE
"CHOLEAA reflects the tie-up between infection,
malrutrition and overcrowding, caused by poverty,
unheal thy environment and imnadequate health
r-:il.it;l.ﬂ'.zn

In 1980 the state released the updated National
Health Services Facilities Plan to pressnt an
enlightened view of social services. The plan
esphasises the meed for provision of basic subsistence
naeds, primary health. care, education and hospltal
tmim.zs Different departments have been co-
ordinated to provide services for the community.
#hile this suggests an acknowledgement that cholera
is not solely a medical phenomenon, the state's
implementation of the Health Plan reveals an attempt
to coerce communities and. to evade responaibility
for ensuring thelr fundamental welfare.

This is revealed by the state's atititude
towards the provision of basic subsistence needs.




It is acknowladged that ‘everyons needs drinking water,

food, a house and services to help with tha disposal
of sewage and waste to malntain & complete basic lewval

of minimal health'. As the cholera epidemic highlights,

this plan has been at the leval of words - the
Department of Health has proved to be incapsble of
providing these basic essentials. Instead 1t has
shifted responsibility onto the Department of
Agriculturs and nmu:n.“_

Even tha provision of piped water by local
authorities is no guarantee of improved health. In
the Welbedacht area, where a cholera outbresk has been
imminent, the tap water is filthy. It is pumped from

Shongweni dam to the Umlaas filter works to be purified

and the residents of Welbedacht receive it betwsen
these two stages. The pipes are clogged with insects
and sand, 85 it mskes no difference whether tap or
polluted river water 1s used.o’

- The second level of the Health Plan emphasises
health education. In response to the cholears
epidemic huge publicity campaigns have’been launched,
emphasising the need for personal hyglens. GElogans,
such as ‘Clean People make Healthy People make

Happy People’, succesd i;r daflecting attention From
tha neglect of facilities to the victima® supposed
primitiveness and ignorance. Health education has

effectivaly camouflaged the root causes of the
dissass. '

Buspleien of tha state's motives is reinforced
by the National Health Budget for 1962.2° Ninety
five parcent is allocatsd to curative services -
advanced hospitals and sguipment = and Five percent
fer preventive measures in rural communities. IFf the
state's plans were genuine, provision for preventive
services, as laid out in the 1980 Health Plan, would
far excead that minisculs amount.

Tha 1980 Health Plan is, therefors, ancther
attempt to co-opt and convince communitiss that the
state sincersly has tha welfare of all at heart. It
is part of the attempt to win the ‘hearts and minds'
of tha people, in terms of the stata's Total
Etrlt-qr.zs

The cholera crisis is swacerbated because so

many authoritiss ars responsible for health pre-
requisites, Thare is great confusion concerning the
Jurisdiction undar which cartain areas fall. Far
example, the thousands of Inands residents are not
represented by a local suthority. EwaZulu refuses
to undertaks the provision of facilities becauss at
present the ares is not part of KeaZulu. Ironically
Ir-ndn.il to ba incorporated into the tll'ltl.lrltﬂ'l.
Residents now fall undar the authority of the
Department of Cooperation and Developsent, who

Aikewiss refuse to provide faclilities and insist on

evicting residents as they poss a health I'lllln:!.m
Bureaucratic ineptitude cam be traced to tha
lowest government level as well as to the highest

central authority. In 1981 tha Departmant of
Community Development was warned about the cholara
threat in New Elasgow, near Verulss, yvet tha
Department 's representative claimed that *he had never
heard of the place’. Ths Department's response to
pleas for plped water was that as ths residents do
not pay rates they are not sligible for such services.
The residants ware prepared to pay, but ware glven
na untiun.:‘ ) .
The Department of Cooperation and Development
uses the water issus as a lever to implement svictions
and forced resovals. Aescently the Department ignored -
& report drawn up by the Usgeni Water Board. AK
Barnes, chief enginesr, said the Urban Foundation had

reguasted a report on the Feasibility of supply mains
and reservolrs to fesd Inanda from the Hazslsers das
near Verulam., MNothing has besn heard from the Depart-
mant and the dam has since been polluted with .
“nlm_.‘lﬂ

In 1580, James Rivett-Carnac of the Urban
Foundation, designed a water reticulation scheme for
Iranda, at a cost of A1,75-m which was rejected by the
government as baing esxorbitant. Ironically, the
temporary water tanker scheme undertaken by the govern-
ment 18 costing msore than that. It is svident that .
instead of & viable solution, the state, intent on its
pronibltion of spontensous settlements and the
removal of 'black spots', uses the cholera threat as
an sxcuss to evict tenanta, The area is a health’
hazard dus to sub-standard conditions, but as tha
example of tha Nqutu arsa reinforces, forced removals
result in worse living and health standards.
Furtharmore, the rehousing of the Inanda squattesrs
would cost 300 times more than Rivett-Carnac's
scheme. Perhaps the only satisfactory effects of
forced removals from the nearby white arsas’ point
of wview, is that the chiolers threst is moved comfortably
‘out of sight and mind'. _

It is not tha sols responaibllity of the
Dapartment of Health to guarantes good health, as
conmunicable diseases such as cholers demonstrats
the inextricsble relationship between health and
social, political and economic factors. Efforts to




coordimate different departments imply the
acknowledgement that it is the duty of all thoss
concarmnesd with the community to play -I constructive
role in the sradication of diseases. However,
.1rut-d of foreulating and implementing positive
methods, the state, through secrecy and mandpulation
af the media, have distorted the issues For shich
they are culpable.

The state has responded to the cholera epidemic
in thres ways: Inditially information on the KaNgwana
crisis was suppressed and underplayed. The state then
deflected responsibility from the departments onto
personal hygiene and the bantustan authorities.

KeaZulu, until recently, was swamped with
publicity in the Form of widespread caspaigns,
pamphlets, lectures and broadcasts on personal
hyglens over Aadia Fulu and Port Matal. Thus the
second response emphasised the victims"' personal
cleanliness and under-played Long-term l:lum.:“
Bocio-economic Factors were mentioned by Or Van
Rensburg, but the Ffacts were manipulated in terms of
state policy. He attributed the disruption of health
standards to the breskdown of social order through
civil wars and civil discbedience in southern Africa
resultimg in an increase in diseases.

Likewise, in the recent SABC "Midwesk' documentary
on cholera, facts were presented on the basis of
gelection and omizsion. Tha sufferers' "superstitions®,
"ignorance® and "primitivensss’® received such
coverage. All relsvant and potentially controversial
irvestigations into economic, sociologleal amsd
political factors were comveniently omitted.

Tha third strategy has been the official bam
on all comsenks on cholera, besides those of the
official health spokesperson, Dr Gilliland (secretary
genersl for health).)? Colncidestally, shen the
blackout was imposed on 1 February, he was reporbedly
overseas and therefore unavailable for comment .
According to Dr Botha, health director , the clamp-
down was to "protect laboratory scientists who are
busy with extresaly important research and should
okt ba ﬂi:hnt—:l'.:m This explanation proved to be
fallacious when Professor Sargaret Isascson of the

South Africen Institute of Medical Research was barred
from making press statements after she had sarned

the public of the potential threat of cholera in

sea food. Obviously the goverrment's 'protective
policy" is designed to protect comeercial interests
so that coastal towns can continue to profit from
tourism.

Ironically, the goverrment"s latest ban has been
on the selling and eating of all shellfish. Professor
Isaacson’s prophecy has been Fulfilled - all shaellfish
along the Matal cosst are pollvted with cholere.”’

Several discrepancies axist in the cholera
statistics. The official mumber is 12 000. However,
Or Gilliland claims that there are ower 20 D00 m'ﬂﬂ

According to Dr F Clarke ([chief of haspital services),

and Dr Mhoosa (nesd of paediatrics at Matal University],

the number is sore likely to be around 50 000. This
gross wnder-estisation results from the Health
Departsant s methods of calculation. Only thosa
cases which are confirsed in laboratories are
considered. Patients who are treated for the dissase
but from whom specimens are not sent For tests, are
not taken into account,

Or Clarke has accused the goverrsent of subterfuge
and demanded - ‘When things go srong why don't thay
say s0 instead of covering wup?' Unfortunately this
strategy is consistent with the South African system
of medicine, shich is organissd not to promote health
but around the attempt to deny diseass.

THE SADF

OME feature of the cholera crisis has received much
publicity, put owut by the stabte and by the msedia,
namely the role of the South African Defence Foree

in the Fight against the disease. Soldiers have been
recruited to erect smergency tents, and aid medical
staff in Ksalulu and BophuthaVTswana. The military
have also established chlorination points to sake
chilara-pal luted water fit for consumption. Arey
tankers with daily supplies have besn used extensively
by the state. Ej.wifinmtlr. faw, Lf any, parmanant
mater sources such as dams or borsholes have besn
erected by the army. Proper water supplies in rural
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aress are perhaps not considered as part of the solution
to the cholera crisis.

Othar than the obvious aspect of pressnting an
image of the SADF as provider of health and security,
the employment of the military in this way reinforces
the trend towards greater dependence on the *military
might' of the state to ensure paoplae's -elfare.
COMMUNITIES AND HEALTH
IT is important to asasss community response to the
apidemic. Unlike crises in housing, transport and
education, health issuss have drawn limited reactions
from communities. This reflects, to an extent, the
success in camouflaging the real causes of 11l-
health.

People are oftem ignarant of the root causes of
diseasas such as cholera, and constant high-profile
health propaganda convinces them that thelr stupidity
is to blasa, not the inadequacy of state services.




This renders cosmunities wvulnersble to repressive
sction, as was demonstrated by the eviction of Inanda
squatters over Chrilatmas.

Howsver, the potential for atrong community
organisation has” incressed. In Gtanger 17 organisa-
tions have formed the Groutville Rellef Committee.
They have consistently demanded that the authorities
improve conditions in Ncholweni, and aim to ensure
parmanent fresh sater for surrounding areas.
Currently tankers are used to deliver daily supplies,
* but thelr long=term aim is to install a tep on every
atraat.

In Melmoth's slum suburb, Malhafukwe, residents
hava Formed an orgeanisation 'Isc Lomazi' to demand
‘basic services - sanitation, taps and toilets. Their
requests wers granted by the town clerk of Melmoth,
but improvements have been delayed as funds are still
avalted from Pretoria.

These sxamples of residents’ demands indicats
the potential for community organisation around lasuss
such as water supplies and heslth facilities.
However, increased participation in understanding
the mature of health problems is essential for
positive long-term results.

Cholera has bacoss an entrenched feature of our
urnhealthy society. Its spread and recurrence is
imminent and inevitable. The disesse has highlighted
inextricably related factors such as poverty, Torced
removals, and repression. Furtherwmore,; it has exposed
the inadeguate provision of community services,
ineffectual health planning, and the state's evasive
and manipulative response to the spidemic. This is the
gbvious response to Health Minister Munnik's gquestion
as to why nothing positive has been said about the
local health system. Until the state acknowledpes
culpability for the health crisis and implements
constructive, long=term improvesents, the absance
of health will remain another negative feature of
Bouth Africa.

Hazel Frisdman
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COMMENT ON
'MULDERGATE

DAN O'MEARA ('"Muldergate™', supplement to WIP 22)
must be congratulated on a most interesting and
accurate snalysis of splits within Afrikaner political
ranks, and realigmments within the dominant classes

and apparatuses.

T wish to add some supporting information to his
genaral argument on the . "openly political role of
the military', and the growing alliance between the
military “amnd the most powerful of South Africa‘’s
capitmlists” .

0*Meara says that ‘Afrikaner capital was able
to establish its political dominance within the NP
over the other forces in the mationalist allisnce
only because of hroader political support outside of the
NP from other bourgeois organisations and institutions,
wnd_the army itself' (pi4), and that ... the
reorganisation of the goverrment and state apparatuses
las for the first time given the military a vitally
important institutionalised role ...* (p17).

While agresing that the military has besn dresn
into a range of apparatuses of the state (General van
der Westhuiren of Mllitary Intelligence, and General
Magnus Malan, Binister of Defence, were two of the top
five negotiators at the recent Maronls Eeeting with
Kenneth Kaunda], I would argus that the basis for
this imvolvement lies, at least partially, in the
structural economic imwolvemeant of the military, as
a state apparatus, with productive capital in South
Africa. In other words, at ome level, it is not
possible to clearly distinguish the military from
‘other bourgeois organisetions and institutions®, or
to distinguish those organisations from the military.

I am, of course, referring to the sassive, and
still growing, local arms industry. Even the 1limited
glimpses South Africans get of tha extant of this
industry are enough to indicate a firm and extensive
(and lucrative) structural relationship between

private copital, om the one hand, arnd the statas
and ita military apparatus, on the other.

Tha Star newspaper cearrled a story on 31 March,
1582, wnder the headline that South Africa was now
the world's mumber 10 arms producer. The asset base
of Armscor had risen from A200-m, in 1974, to A1 200-=
in 1281, while the mnumbers of employess had increased

T T w———

ﬂEFEHBE PU.HHIHE Eﬂﬂﬂm

from 12 000 to 29 000 (Firancial Mail, 11.09.81,
article entitled 'Behind the Secrecy Shroud').

Armscor [the Armaments Development and Production
Corporation of SA, Ltd) was established in terms of the
Armaments Development and Production Act (57 of
1968). 'The Board of Directors would be appointed
by the Bovernsent, and shares would be taken wup by
the State only' (Horrell, 1578:448). However, there
had been moves to establish an armements industry
earlier in the 1960s, following United Mations
resolutions 181 and 182 of 1963 (imposing an arms
esbargo against South Africa). Thers was, for
expeple, the announcesent in 1964 that South Africa
was to have an aircraft factory (Survey, 1964:34).

Arescor was to meet its objective by "taking
over existing undertakings or establishing or helping
to establish new undertakings® (Survey, 1968:38).
During the policy spesch of the Minister of Defence
in 19688, he gave detalls of a range of itess already
manufactured in South Africa, swech as armoursd cars,
grenades, explosives and sines.

An idea of the size of Armacor can be gailned
from the facts that the Corporation is at pressnt tha
third bipgest industrial grouping in South Africa
(after the merger of Anglo American Corporation and
De Beers industrial interests this conglomeration
takes top honours, followsd by Barlows — e ROM,
10.11.81; Sunday Times, 29.11.81 and 24.01.82);
that the industry is the largest in the southarn
hemisphere (Sunday Times, 29.11.81) and, as said ©
abowve, the world's tenth biggest; Armscor delivered

equipsant to the value of R1 400-m to the SADF in

1981 (Sunday Times, 29.11.81); that AG28-m has been
spent on 'expanding Armacor's facilities simce the
arms embargo® [AOM, 19.09.81).

It is, however ,not only in terms of shesr size
that the impartance of the military productive
machinary lies, but also, primarily, in its qualitative
aspect. While Armscor and its subsidiarlies accoumt
for a large proportion of production

up to 60% of the corporation's production
[-u:h of it in the form of components rather
than finished products) is contreacted out to
the private sector as is much of the ressarch.




This partnarship with private enterpriss is
saen as cruclal to Armscor's efficiency
(FM article)

The "partnership' is large: there are said to
be about 50 'maln costractors"' who are "directly
imvolved in the manufacture ... of arms, 400 sub-
contractors supplying major components and about
1 500 firma which supply the "nuts and bolta”
to kemsp the war machinery running® (Star, 13.03.82).
While Armscor and its subsidiaries directly employ
about 28 000 employess 90 - 100 000 workers
[most of them skilled) are smployed in the arms
industry as a whole (Financial Mail, 11.09.81;
Sunday Times, 29.11.81). .

In other words, the private sector 18 tled into
the arms industry through & technical division of
labour on a large scals. The extent of production
also has to be continually expanded to benefit from
econonies of scale (ie to increase production runs
and, thereby, to decresase costs), which can only be
done through exports or the large-scale destruction
of mintu-_:- eguipment Ln war. The RDM article
rafarred to shove (29.11.81) called Armscor a
"significent exporter'; the Fimancial Wail
articls spoke about economies of acals;
whila Fqﬂ Ball, chief sxecutive designate of
Armscor, said that "one of the prime objectives
of Armscor is to sstablish South Africa as an arms
exporter on the international market' ([Btar,
13.03.82).

One of the Few cases of alleged arms export
publicised in censored South African newspapers
has bean that of the sales of 60 I8 50 “tanks’
sold to Morocco (and the training of personnal to
use them against the Polisario Front) (for example,
Transvaler, 01.04.82).

Earlisr this year the Armaments Development and
Production Act was smended (64 of 1582]. The
amgndment ssans that developmant and manufacture
of arms has now baen placed under the contral of
tha Minister of Defence; and, secondly, certain
types of ares are identified, the import or
_ conveyance through the Republic (including harbours)
of which is only allowed with a permit from Armscor.

At the level of management there is also
apparantly conslderable overlap with private sector
m-lnl.nﬂ;lrlt. John Mares, himsslf relsased From
Barlow Rand, wheres he was an executive director;
to head Armscor for thres years (eand named one of
the Sunday Timea"' "Top Flve csecutives of 1981" for

" these activities), is sald to be a firm believer in

PW Botha's moves towards ‘harnessing (by the state)
of the talents, skills and ideas of businesssen in
private enterprise’ [Sunday Times, 29.11.81). _
(Mares attributed his previous success as chairperson
of Barlow's AMP to 'close cooperation and good working
ralations with the Goverrment at all levels']). The
partnarship with lII':lH'ItI. gnterprise has besn described
as 'crucial to Armscor's efficiency’ (Financial Mail,
11.09.81), and among Merese's achisvements at '
Armscor has beén listed "the heavy private sector
irvolvamant, both at board and production levels,

in armaments production' (Financial Mail, 11.09.81

- emphasis added).

It needs to be stressed that not only are the
contracting firms structurally tled into the supply
of goods for the state, but the nature of the
commodities belng marnufactured mesns that thers is
no other market, other than with state permission.

If PW Botha ‘concentrates within his own political
person the interests of the Cape party orgenisation
and the political outlock of Cape finance, as well
as those of the military high command' (0D'Meara,
1982:15-5), then Armscor concentrates the interests
of capital intensive, mainly monopoly capital, the
military apparatus, and the political organs of the
stata.

ME Paul
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SENTENCING
POLITICAL
'CRIMINALS"

THE recent decision by the Appsllate Division of
tha Guprems Court, confirming the death santences
imposed by the Buprema Court 1in a 15980 treason
trial, indicates something of a shift’ in spproach
by the courts.

The treason trial in guestion imolved 9
guerillas tralned by the African MNatiormal Congress.
& of tha sccused warea ssntenced to periods of
imprisonment ranging from 10 to 20 years for various
ects which they had committed on behalf of tha ANC,
including the plotting of attacks on strategic and
gymbolic installations, possession of arms of war,
'-"d. the undergoing of military training.

I Hm;nrlr, threa of the accused wers sentsnced
to death by Justice JPD de Villiers of the Transvaal
Provincial Division of the Supremes Court. The
three - Johneon Lublsl, Petrus Mashigo and Maphtali
Manana - appear to have been singled out by the
trial juwdge for the death sentence because of their
involvement in an ANC attack on the Goskmelsar
police station in January, 1980.

According to evidence in the trial, Mashigo
and banana were actually imeolved in attacking the
.n-ulivl:l station, while Lubisi's role irvolved the
driving of a truck used to trensport the guerillas
to and from the police statlom.

In the attack; no-one was killed, and the only
injury was the light wounding of a policeman, cpused
by shrapnel releasad from an esploding hand grensds.

The thres involved in the atteck all testified
that they had carefully planned not to kill anyons
in their assault on the police station: indeed,
they explained thair motive as one of “arwed
propaganda’ rather than death and destruction.

The Soskmeksar police station was singled out for

attack becauss of its proximity to an area whare

the Batlokwa tribe wers at the time waging a struggle

agairat their remcval from the area to another
place. _

Ovar the ysars, South African courts have
viewsd offences committed for political reasons in
a particular way. As recently as 1973, tha Acting
Judge Prasident of the Caps Provincial Division
put it in the following way:

One must resssher that it is a political
offence, and one sust remsmbar that the psople
who comeit political offences are frequently
people of high political morals and ideals who
commit thess offences not for persoral gain but
becauss of the balisfs they have, things they
belisve in very strongly. An offence of this
nature carriss for a certain section of the
community 1ittle or no social opprobium. It
may @ven Carry approval.....

This is not somsthing new in South Africa.

Any one of us who cares to turm back the pages
of history will find that thess circumstances

have applied at one time or ancther to practically

every race and language group in this country,
but it has always besn the duty of tha courts to

try and sit with coal heads with the necessary

humanity to sea that people who have transgressad

on account of thelr differences are not
unnacessarily narshly dealt with.

Acts of vioclence motivated by political consider-

ations have, over the years, been treated with a
degres of understanding by South Africen courts.

For example, acts which took placa in the context of
the 1974 rebellion and the 1922 mineworkers' strike
werg often dealt with in a lenient way by the courts.
Generels de Wet and Kesp, both leaders of an armed
reballion, were charged &s a result of the rebellion.
De Wet explained, in a letter, the rebelliom in the
followling way:

Wa are on our say to Maritz and we are
convinced through hls means to be armed to the
teeth. From there our object is to trek to
Pretoria and hoist our flag and proclaim our
independence. Our object is solemnly and truly
to fire no shot unless the Goverrment fires wpon
usi, IFf it should happen that wa are flred upon
by the Goverrsent forces then esgually salemnly
and truly we shall defend oursalves snd Tight

to the death.

Oa Wet received a sentence of & years, Kemp 7
years imprisorsent - which ia baraly more than tha
minimum sentence which must currently be imposed in

tarms of the Terrorism and Ssbotage Acts. (It should

_hlnnt-lﬂﬂutthllhnutimnfnlrd-mhmnh

proposed in the report of the Aabie Commission into
Becurity Legislation). .

In the context of the 1922 strike, an accused
by nama of Jolly was charged with wrecking a
train in order to block the railway line. The trial
court sentenced him to 4§ years imprisorment - which
tha Appsal Court referred to a3 a seversE sentencs.

It liinﬂumviﬂtufmlhhtﬂ':rﬂlltit
becomes interesting to examine the sorts of sentences
which have bean handad out to political trialists in
the past few ysars.

1577 saw tha imposition of the death santance
on ANC guerilla Solomon Mahlangu, for his part in
the shootings which eccurred in Goch Btrest,
Johannesburg. It will be recalled that Mahlangu
had not himsalf fired tha shots which killsd certain
civilians, but was convicted of murder because of
his association with tha guesrillas who did open firs.
Leave to appeal to a higher court was refused by the
trial judge, Justice C Theron, and a petition to the
Appellate Division asking for leave to sppeal was
also turned down. WBahlangu was accordingly
axecuted.

In a subsequent case dealing with extensive
ANC activities, the state called for the death
sentence to be passed on 5 of the sccused. Inter
alia, they had been comvicted of throwling a
hand grenade at police in an escape attempt,
sabotaging rallway lines, posssssion of arms,
asmunition and explosivea, and undergodng
military training ms ANC guerilla fighters.

In this trial (6 vs Sexwale and others), the
judge declined to pass the death sentence on any
of those conwvicted, lsposing instead sentences
ranging III'lfl,-ln 18 to 7 years imprlsocrnsant.

However, in a 1979 treason trial held in
Pietermaritzburg, (5 vs Sekete and others), the
trial judge passed the death sentence on one of the
accused , James Daniel Mange. Mange sas an ANC
guarilla, who had undergons military tralning.

On his return to Gowth Africa, he hed planned a
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mission to attack the police station and local
‘lﬂhmtl'l office in Whittlesea, Eastern Capas.
However, bafore the attack could take placa, ha was
arrested by police at a road block. For these
activities, he was sentenced to death by Justice
Haafer. He appealed against sentence, and in what
might be seen as a cruclal turning point; the
Appeal Court wpheld the appeal, and substituted a
tarm of impriscrsent of 20 years in its place.

But although the appsal against tha death
sentence in the Mange cass was upheld, the Chief
Justice made certain commantas in his judgemant

which ssemad to open the way for tha imposition of
death sentences in political matters. In the
Mange judgement, Chief Justice Aumpff said:

It was also submitted (on behalf of Mange] that
thouwgh High Treason is & serious offence, it is
not & crima for which the death sentence has
ordinarily been imposed in this country. To
this was added that it has bemn held in this
Court that in cases in which the death sentence
is discretiomary, it is & santence that should
only be imposed in extreme cases. These
submissions are correct.

- It is to be pointed out, however, that in our
turbulent history cases of High Treason mostly
origirated from sitlations in which militery
forces wara openly engaged against persons who
could be called rebels. At the present time,
this country has been subject to blatant
terrorism. I use the word '"terrorism' to
describe vislent attacks on inter alis complataly
innocent persons, more often than not committed
by people From the Republic who have undergons
military training in foreipn countries. In
other words, treined terrorists sesk inter alias
to kill innocent people in order to owverthrow
the State. This is terrorism in any language.
In common law, if committed by persons owlng
allegiance to the State, it is also High
Traason. However lenient the attitude of the
courts may have been in the past in regard to
oyr own historical brand of High Treason, a
completa change now in regard to the present
typa of High Treason would not be surprising,
nor, in the circumatances, be unjustified.

It is this change in sentencing of political
offenders referred to by the Chisf Justice which
seems to be exemplified in the appeal of Lubisi,
Mashigo and Manana. During their trial, it was
_argued by the defence that the history of South
Africa indicated that the rebel of today often became
tl'ullld-ruftu-nrm;. r'l'l-n:l.l.mulmlptldbrth:

trial judgs, who than n-nl-id the guestion: "What is
one to do with the rebel who 1s caught?'

It will be a matter of considerable concern to
many that the highest court in South Africa ssems to
have decided that it is legltimata to hang some of
those ‘rebels' who are spprehended in the course
of thelr activities. In particular, it appears to
imolve a bltker irony that convicted people‘can
be sentenced to death for attempting to overthrow a
state in which they have no right to participates -
gnd which has in certain cases actually deprived tham
of citizenship.

Certainly, the death sentence has been passed
in respect of political offences in South Africa
before. Vuyisile Mini and others were hanged for
alleged complicity inm an attempt to murder a state
witness; John Harris went to the gallows for the
bomb placed in the concourse of the Johannesburg
station; and Solomon Mehlargu bBied ms a result of a
shooting incident in Goch Strest in June 1977, But
these sentences appsar to have been excaptions to the
general sentencing policy of Bouth African courts.
The Lubisi judgement suggests that the imposition of
death sentences, esspecially on ANC guerilla Fighters
who return to Bouth Africa, may become a common
feature in trials where sccused persons have
committed mcts For political reasons.

'PRETTY PICTURE
POSTCARDS ' ?

During the 1913 General Strike in Johannasburg,
workers watched from behind thelr windows as the
mounted police case down the deserted maln road.
Suddenly, one of the striking siners rushed out

into the deserted street, arms raised above his head,
in open definace of the law: ‘'Shoot mel' ha yelled,
They did, and he died on the spot.

But this moment was recorded by a photographar
at its moat dramatic moment, and the photograph was
made into a postcard. This image of worker resistance
has not been taken up as a genre in South Africen
postoards. MNevertheless, it doss raise the guestion -
why have certain traditions persisted, and cthars not?

I had recently returned from a stay in England, and I
wanted to send reassurance to friends there: yes, 1
was fine, wish you were hare, etc. It seemed that the
most efficient thing to do would be to send off some
postcards. I was locking for the "typlcal’,
recognisably South African image, for pecple who had
never been here. 1 felt sure that the photograph on
the postcards would be cheapar, and technically more
competent, than anything I could achleve on my
instamatic. -With these thoughts in mind, T set off
to the nearest neEws agent.

Postcards are displayed attractively on recks
outside bookshops, tourist/gift shops, cafés: rows
of bright colour gleaming on high=glosa paper. They
are remarkably lacking in wariety. Most of the .
post cards I found in Johannesburg werd products of
‘Art Publishers' of Durban and Johannasburg. Their
main photographer is Johan Hone, and the company -
ssems to have a virtual monopoly of the industry.

The range of subjects cover two arsas: urban and
rural. The urban images reflect the neon and
concrete of our constructed [Johannesburg) city
environment, Spiky Post Office Tower, silver
skyscrapars, snaking highway systems. 'Rural’

Bouth Africa encompasses the ‘untouched scenlc':
rolling hille; endleas white besaches; Iindigenous
flora. Thers is also the ‘untouched wildlife®,



typlcally a zoom=lens clossé-up of a yawnlng baboon, &
lioness feeding her cubs: scenas which are hardly
part of the everyday in South Afrlcan rural areas.
The photographs *hesmsalves, however, give no visual
clua that "South African wildlife' ia Found only in
specially created erwiromments, like roos or ressrves.
" A gomewhat similar omission is made in the depiction

" of people in South Africen rural areas,

Images of psople in "rural' South African
postcards ars predominantly those of *tribal' black
women and children. I found no pictures of white
farmers, or of rural whites. There is no indication
of the capitalisation of agriculture, of the
:lrnllt-nnml.uupn of peasant producers. South African
rural life is presented as black african tribal life
and culture: a static picture of primitive exotics.

Tha amiling black faces are identified ethnlcally, as
Zulu, Fingo, Swazl. They are genarally dressed in
"traditional’ garb: bones, beads, animal hides,

Thay ars placed against their 'natural’ sstting of a
mud ‘and straw kraal, or brightly painted hut. Ik is }

l.'.-l'llil particular genre of South Africen postcards
that I would like to exasine more Fully.

The postcard is called The Language of Beaos. It
is a photograph of the head and shoulders of a young
woman, holding up a small child. Both ars searing
layers of coloursd beads. The background is in soft

focus, showing a grass hut and fence (presumably the
perimete: of the krsal), and the shrubbery on the
hillside beyond. The baby is being held at an
uncomfortable angle, towards the camera. The woman
locks upwards and cutwards, into a mysterious middle
distance. A caption describes tha photograph:

An African maiden and har *charge’ display the
intricate designs of colour beads with which the
Zulus can communicate their Feslings.

The photograph is entitled Tha Language of Beads
because the *Zulu maiden’ is depicted as a child of
tribal (Zulu) mythology to which the western/urban

- viewar/consumer has no direct access. Her "distant’

gaze emphasises her otharworldly considerations.
Gignificantly, her pose is derived directly from the
classical (Eurocpean) tradition of the madonna and
child, a pose which persisted partly becausa it
satisfied the conditions of its patrons, that women
are portrayed as passive/willing objects for the
(male) viewsr. The relationship of colonisation is
emphasised because this lmage is on a postcard, ie it
can be purchased for a few cents in a shop. To be
an affective postcard, a photograph must be @yw=
catching. Consequently, great attention is paid to
careful composition: bright colours splash in
striking patterns across the surface, the polnt of
focus 1is defined: smiling Ffaces, human interest.

To achieve this, most of the photographs look posed
and/or paid for. Tha 'Zulu maiden' would not

naturally hold her baby up and away from her body, For

Tha poss has been set up by the photographer,
#o that the subject makes a pretty ploturs.

axample.

Tha assthetics of the image act to blur its
ralationship to its context. When we buy & postcard,
wi tend not to think about the comditions under which

“it was produced, or the politics of its reproduction
and consumption. In addition, postcards produced in
South Africa, or with & South African subject, are
almost all photographs. They consequently have tha
additional appeal of being representational: the
camera dossn't lie, the image exists, it is real.
Because we bellieve -that representational art is
"true', wa suspend guestions about the politics of
its production: was it posed, did the subjects dress
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up for the part, wers they paid to pose? Similarly,

wa do not ask guestions about the consumption of the
image, the relationship between the subject choice

of the artist and the desands of the merket. In

South African postcards, renges of popular expariences -
from bopping at Bapsfontein to malmnutrition in
ressttlement camps - are omitted. Where themas of
conflict and contrast are predominant, the silences

of South African postcards resonate with political
contant . ,

Thres smiling black women face the camera -
‘directly.  They are wearing colourful cotton cloths =
crisp blue, yellow, gresn - wrapped around thelr
waists; beads and porcupine guills around their
necks. The background, once again in soft, Focus, is
filled with gresnery. The caption reads:

ZULU BELLES; Matal, Bouth Africa. Wearing the
maldens wide balt and displaying necklaces whers
yallow coloured beads depict "wealth' and blus,
"Faithfulness® .

The imagery here is consistent with that of the
m-ﬂ gf Beads, but here it is more specific.
The smiling faces and healthy bodies re-inforce the
ideas of "wealth" amd "fartility' as represantative
adjectives for rurel black women. It also introduces
the idea of cholce: black women remain in rural arsas
becausa they are happy and healthy there, becausa it
is theare that they can best participate in the
reproduction of thelr famllles and tribal culture.




It is a pilcturs of rural 1life remarkable in
its clarity. Tribal people live content in their
rural idylls. Theirs is a world removed from the
glesaming capitalism of the city. PAural - urban
contact is mot entirely ignored, however. It does
emarge; as a minor theme, obliguely. The syndroma of
a single male sdgrancy, for sxasple, is referred to
majinly by omission: men are remarkably absent Ffrom
postcard images of South African tribal life. The

absant male migrant is sosetimes brought into the

pictura indirectly, as in

A HOME WELCOME, WNATAL. A smiling Zfulu family
gresting at the antrance to a typlcal reed hut.
This nation is renowned for its intricate
beadwork which communicates a language of love
in its colour and pattarns.

Woman and children, attractively fresed by the
arched reed entreance to the hut, lock out
axpectantly to the (imagined) returning "head® of
the family. The implication is that this is the true
matiar of the sale migrant, this ia whera ha hllu-qi._
His participation in urban life is temporery: he
recalves satarial and cultural support from his rural
homa, to which he will inevitably return.

Discretionary participation in urban life is
well illustrated in a postcard of a young boy in
tribal costums, dancing.

YOUNG MINE DANCER. Oressed For the part, an
Africen child faithfully snacts the actions and
rhythms of his elders = who takes part in the
tribal dancing displays at mine compounds on the
Witwatersrand. .

The boy is being groomed for his role as a mala
migrant. There is no indication of the coerclon
involved in the migrent labour system, the irrevocable
results of proletarisnisation for rural blacks; tha
[{new) meaning given to ethndcity and "tribalism® in
the compound culture of tha mines.

In tha occasional depiction of changing rural
culture, the image of discretionary participation
in urban 1ife is reinforced. One fascinating card,
AFRICAN LIFE, shows a woman and thres children outside
& house, Ths woman stands on a strew mat. Ghe carrles
a walking stick afd holds a plastic umbrella with blus
floral patterna, opsn above her head. GSha ils wearing

"tribal"' dress, but the bead work incorporates plastic
balts and buckles, and a comb. The door handle to

her decoratively painted home is metal, Through the
window we can sa# curtains of factory printed material.
The "imported’ articles are all luxury items, the
product of rather guaint taste: this demonstrates
choice on the part of the women/consumer, rather than
making a statement about changing cultural assthatics.

The penatration of a cash sconomy into rural 1ife
is interpreted as generating positive possibilities
for creative capital sccumilation. If not (by men)
through the sale of their labour powsr, then by the
sals of 'sthnic crafte’, as in AFRICAN LIFE, NOEBELE,
BOUTH AFRICA, whers an Ndebele woman sits cutsids her

r




hose and salls beadwork; or in SEAZI CRAFTMANSHIP,
whars & woman salls Seari cotton shirts and other
items at a market stall. Wat ia not stated is
that thess "tribal crafts® are now ssnufactured for
a tourist sarket. They have besn esptied alsost
entirely of thelr original use values: the Ndebele
axs and axe head are coversed with beads. Tha woman
salling *ethnic crefts' is herself searing Western
synthetics.

A postcard is intended to ba a way of
commsunicating verbally: but it is tha picture which
salls the postcard, and the picture which takes on
significance for the reciplent. The message on the
back of the card is invarisbly dashed off at a post
office or train station. It is an open, public note,
and space hardly allows for the development oF a
conaiderad argusent. This means that the image
attached to the words is especlally important. It is
the imege which will lock out from the wall of my
friend's apartsent. The image tekes on particular
significance when the postcards are photographs,
becausa this lends an apparent verity to the subject
on the card,

Pertaps the most salient point to bear in sind
is the market Ffor which postcards are intended.
Towrists might expect to be shown only the prettiest
parts of the country they are viasiting. But the
salection of images in tha Bouth African postcards I
have been discussing is not sads on assthetlic
grounds alons. Photographs of sunny South Africa,
and happy homslands, are part of the visual issgery
which affirms the respactahility of aparthaid.

Riva Krut, April 1962

TH

= CURIOUS

BUSINESS OF THE
'"AFRICAN CURIQO

BUSINESS

WHERE does it come from, our "Africen art'? The
copper keyrings, the ostrich-foot lampstands, the
ivory pendants, the bead bangles. Looking around the
Johannesburg shops, it is clear that the *african
curic® market is more "curious® than ‘african’.
One shop in the Carlton Centre specialises in
salling *trophies® of "africen wildliife*. I asked
the proprietor of Pula-Pula what kind of market he
had for the Kudu head looming sbove his countar.
His bipggest customers for thess are Japansse
tourists, he told me. 'I don't know if thay say
they shot them, or what. They pay as much to sxport
thas homs s to buy thas'. Without experience, it
is arropant to predict the tastes of this msarket.
Mot yet seen in this country,; for sxesple,; is the
new craie amongat US trophy collectora. The
"African horned rebbit®: rabbit hesds, stuffed,
mounted on wooden shields, with antler horns sdded.
{Heve you heard the one sbout the *Great White

Hunter in Darkest Africa...and then his tals about the

ona that got away...?) Eccentric, perhaps. But
not as odd as it might seem. For what is the
iguthentic african' content in africen "art" and
'curios"?

I went to Ddagonal Strest, locking for some
*african® print fabrics - those bright cotton cloths

warn by Morthern Transveal women across thelr shoulders,

or ssen on the coffes tables of radical-chic homesa.
In the gloomy and bustling shop, I asked for ona of

unpackad the cloth from a package marked *Made
in Japan®. I was bafflaed. "How is it", I asked,
‘that a Sotho cloth can be manufactured for a Sotho
market, in Japan'? He shrugged: it's always been
like that, in his experience. ‘'All the cloth is
printed in the East: In China, Japan, Hong Kong,
India*. He showsd me one length, with the Seazi
flag printed on it. In the cormner was the
inscription 'Bizandje KUDK Zanzibar'. This was
the name of the company manufacturling these cloths,
which used to be based in Zanzibar, but with
independence and the rising cost of african labour,
had moved to chesper production sites in the East.

The other psople in the shop were african
women wearing combinations of these colourful
cloths wrapped arcund their torsos and heads.
They didn*t share my concern with the “authenticity’
of the material. Experisnced eyes sppraised the
shelves; an axcited babble of voices sxchanged
opinions on the serits snd demerits of sach. Like
shoppers anmywhera. Tha typs that thay found moat
appealing were the ones with clear, gay colours.
Orange and purple, lime green and shocking pink,
thrown together in happily clashing cosbinations .of
florid and peometric pattern. In the complete outfit,
thess are put together with high colourful hats,
plastic hatpins, metal arklets, and heavy cotton
beaded petticoats. The distinctive eclecticiss
which results is m-m-ﬁr African; yet it has
nothing in 1t which is African in origin. Ooas thias
make it less ‘authentic’, leas ‘african'?

I asked David Fisher, dealer in African Art,
for soms clarification.

Authentic? What do you mesn, "authentic'T

*African ivory jewellery® sold in curio shops

here; has already done & world circult, having
manufactured 1n the Far East. "Seazl sats"

are wovan in Ffactories all owver southern Africa.

Or take semj-precious stones: Malechite is

mined in Zaire, cut as beads in Hong Kong,

sant back to Africa to ba onca again re—

axported by tourlsts.” - Authentic? What does

it mean, ‘suthantic'? )

the black-and-red-and-shite kinds, with vivid
geometric patterns, and a Botho inscription printed
ascroas tha bottom. Tha imdian shop assistant

The problew is clesarly ona of chasing the cheapast
labour to polnts of production around the world.
In many ways, the end product "African curlo® can
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tell us mgre about the state of the international
market, than the origin of the item,

One of the biggest buyers of african articles
is Amerlica, aspecially the blg msusaums.

The Smithsonian, for example, will take
‘authentic' goods. But they're killing the
market. They want authentic goods. Then they
advertise in a brochure for it...they ordar
20 Doo I:l't.'l.tlﬂu“lm a Hri*im M-
They want it suthentic. Now where in hell are
you going to find 20 0007 You go to a village,
buy 20 from them. You go to mnother wvillage,
buy another 20. And after two days, you
gick of looking for 20, and 20, ‘authentic’.
you go back to the Firat village and say
‘ake ma 2 D00 this month'. And you go back to
ond village: "You make m& 2 0D00*. Thay
go to the Smithsonian, sveryona's very happy.
All of a sudden, the African atarts thinking,
'that boss took 2 000, let's make snother
2 D00: we made & lot of msoney out of that'.
This, of course, floods the market with ‘suthentic’
gocds. Their 'wvalue' plumsats, and the "authentic”
african work can now only be marketed as african
‘ourios®.
This is why Africa is becoming too commercial.
Basically, the market dossn't demand ona or two
of an item. You get Firma who ars ordering
thousands of one item which are hard to come by,
80 you have to have them made. Made specifically
for that. Befors, they wers making what thay
wera using and bartering what thsy could not
produce amongst themselves. All of a sudden,
they've found a market. Bo today, instead of
making a stool and carving it ornately, thay
make & rough carving on a crude stool - and
they're getting away with it! They can sall a
rough stool just ma sasily as an ornate one,
so why go to the trouble? It's like a production
runi. In a factory it would be on a conveyor
belt. In a mask, for instance, one family cuts
the wood, ancther carves it, a third family
stains it, a fourth family puts the sisal on.
What's tha difference?....it's a productlon runm,
Bushman "survival kits' are sanufactured in
Botswana, copied V00%. ‘Authentic?' Anyone can
makes somsthing 'suthentic': just bury it naxt
to a white ant heap for a couple of weaks.

The mass market in curios mskes it increesingly
difficult to Find the genuinely untouched, authentically
african, items. In the quest for these, it is clear
that there is still an sppeal reminiscent of the
marchant adventursrs of a hundred years ago. In
ssarch of 'suthentic art', the treder packs up a
four wheel drive with packets of (Hong Kong!) beads,
langths of cotton fabric (printed in Birsingham),

staal pote - "anything ha can lay his hands on' =
and goes out into the bush locking for a camp.
He barters these goods in exchange for items of
‘tribal art'. A Bushman ‘survival kit', for example,

is traded at roughly tha sgquivalent of A0 of goods,
and is sold to & collector im the US for RSDD - R700.

It's all barter. A Bushman can do nething with
money ms suech. Basieally, they have soma of tha
poods already, or they've seen it...you can in

fact trade guite succeasfully with these groups.

What about tha implications of this for Africa?
David shrugs:

Africa is becoming more western. It's changing..
even in the outlying areas, culture is slowly
parmeating right through Africa....It's bad

in some ways, becauss a different culture is
being forced on thes. But you sust look at it -
from the point of view of everyone naturally wants
to better themselves, sven the african in the
outlylng arsas. OF course, soma Bushman

will shun civilisetion. Some run a hundred

miles when they see you coming down the
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BOOK REVIEW

Class Revalution (Monthly Review Press {1581))
John Saul and Steaphen Galb.

AT the core of SBaul and Gelb's fascinating and
readable analysis of the crisis in Bouth Africa,

is Gremsci's concept of 'organic crisis'. A crisis
is organic, they suggest, when 1t is so embadded in
the structure of soclety that solutions involving m
new balance of forces are demanded.

If the crisis is deap - organic - thesse efforts
(to defend and conserve society) cannot be

marely defensive. Thay will be rnnl.tia: '
a now forces; the ssergencs T

glements, the attempt to put together a new
‘higtorical blogc"....a profound restructuring of
the state and ideclogical discourse...[will
emerge) (p 3).

Categorising South Africa as a form of ‘recial
capitalism® they spell cut the key dimensions of
this 'organic crisis' in chapter 1. Essentially
contradictions arisa, they balisve, out of sconomic
growth and they involve the limited size of the
consumar market, a high rate of black unemploymsnt
and a shortage of skilled labour. But, cruclally, the
crisis is not simply economic; it includes political
and ideclogical alements.

In chapter 2 tha asuthors consider in detall the
concrete strategies that are being mounted by the
dominant classes to defend the system. They deal
firstly with ‘separate development' whars they
suggest that the bantustans have worked so well
at co-option that the dominant classes are now trylng
the sama tactic in the urban arees with the community
councils and President's Council. But, they sugpest,
formative attempts are always potentially two-
sdged swords for the dominant classes.

In the game of reform the dominant classes
stand to win most when they put themsalwves most

at risk - precissly at ths point, that is,

where the attespt at co—optation could most

sasily collapse into sipgnificant concession [p 57).

In the urban areas, they argus, this "threshold of ™
meaningful risk' has not yet besn crossed. These



strategies are too "risk free'" to be effective and
consequently do not de-raclialise adeqguataly.

Wishahn and Aiskert, however, they see as sore
serious atbempts at a Fformative strategy. Concesstons
and privileges have been given Lo african workers that
do open up space For new forms of struggle. But,
again, to be effective real concessions have to be
made.

If they are to have any hope of preventing undon
activity from spilling over into outright
opposition to capitalism, the sost sophdsticated
strategists of capital must sesk bo give bheir
‘concessions® a basis in reality (p 75).

The chapter concludes with the nesd to give central
prominence in any snalysis of state strobtegy to
continuing political and military repression.

The third chapter focuses on the centmmlity of
the african working class in the "revolutionary
project which seems s0 clearly to be on the agends
in South Africa. But, they stress, this does not
maan that the contradiction is simply one between
capital and labour; it reflects also a contradiction
between ‘the oppressed people and the state (or
black versus shites)'. ‘It should®, they assert,
come as no surprise then = and indeed must be
welcomed — that “political ideologies™ of
mationalise, racial consciousness and desocratic self-
assertion are so much a complesent to proletarian
consclousness® (p 49). In more theoretical terms,

they suggest that

There is a dialectical relationship — and a
nicesaary aimultaneity - beteeen these teo
levels of conceptualising, amd acting politically
upon — or, to put it in Laclau's terms, thess
non—class contradictions sust be articulated
with proletarian idenlogy and practice in

order to guareantese their revolutionary
provenance’ (p 100).

This they ses happening most clearly throwugh
Luxesburg's notion of the mass strike.

The last, and most interesting chapter, deals
with the ANMC. The ANC, they suggest, has a
*gravitational pull' on a new generation of activists
irmvalved in the Sowth African revolution. In part
this 1'- becauss it is the only oppositional growp
that has the military capacity to engage the South
African astate. A second factor is the movemeni's

-

hard—earned legitimacy, its centrality within the
long history of resistance and, in particular,
within the wast popular struggles of the 1950s.

They dismiss PAC and Black Consciousness
positions as 'rece-baiting' and Focus instead on
the left critigue of the ANG. They make clear that
they believe the ANC to have moved ‘well beyond the
Fresdom Charter in underscoring the importance of the
large and well-deweloped working class whose class
conscipusness and independent expressions of the
working people - their political ocrgan and trade
unions — are very msuch part of the liberation
front (p 141). Nometheless they sention writers
who have argued that this apparent privileging of
the proletarian movesent in the struggle remains as
much rhatorical as real. They mention that this
position has Fournd most open expression in the
"Workers Tendency of the ANC". This has led some
to argues for a working class political party.

This position, they argue, is too schematic and
one-aided, and they offer four criticisms of it.

(a) This position overestimates the spontaneous
clarity of proletarien revolutionary consciousnass
underestimating the possible hegemonic contributions
of a more broadly based natiomalist project;

[(b) It carries with it the danger of handing over
the highly charged nationalist-cum-racial card to
demagogues ;

{e] It downgrades much too sharply the ANC's
exporience; :

(d) That class is never ‘pure® and it should be
seen a5 existing coterminously with national demands.

This critigue of the sorkerist position
concludes with the important proviso that working
class leadership is never automatic within liberation
but nesds to be asserted.

Saul arnd Gelbh"s account of the crisis in South
Africa is not orthodox Marsism. This is its
strength = but also a limitation. Tts great strength
lies im its senaitivity to the basic difficulty of
analysing, in class terms, o problem that is sesen by
must of the protagonists in reclal terms. Thus,
early in their analysis, they acknowledge the problems.
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One must avoid taking too reductionist a
position. It would be a bold ohasrver indeed
who suggested that recism and Afrikaner
mationnlism did not have some °subonomous®
resonance of their own beyond the economic-—"
cum—class determination which shape and structure
their impact [(p 11].

They get over the difficulty by classifying South
Africa as "racial capitalist’.

Furthermore, by analysing the political and
ldenlogical Forms nf the crisis, they move away From
a narrow Foous on "the economy® . to the way in which
nli the social relations of domination of capital
over labour are structured. This restructuring,
they belisve, can only be schieved by struggle -

a struggle in which the dominant classes are

failing to 'structure a political process

compatible in the long ren with the continued
reproduction of Sowth African capitalism".

But to adequately capture the depth of the
crisis facing South Africa, a materialist analysis
would have to locate itself more Firmly in the
contradictions generated within the accumulation
In particular such an snalysis would have
to recognise the implication of the growing
concentration of econtmic power dnd the transforsation
af the labour process in South Africa for the
pmllhiliti.un of creating a workers' sovesent. It is
not enough simply to assert the centrality of the
working class within the national liberation
The guestion surely is how
this centrality is to be asserted.

movement (p 143).

Eddie Webster




PC:

the reality of
reform?

T0 Bomny Leon, the new constitutional proposals
are "the fulfilment of his willdest dreams'. While
there are probably not that many peop:= o share
his feelings, this brief contribution suggests that
the Presidents’ Council (PC) recosmendations should
still be taken seriously.

It 1s too sasy to reject the proposals as just
one more plece of bluff from government. The reforms
may ba very real: they are a risky step for the
government to take, and they are only being taken
because the rulers hope to make some real gains
through them. IF we simply-dismiss this possibility,
and ignore the proposals, developments that have
real effects on the struggle for a just society may
be ignored by democratic forces.

Tha proposals against the background of
‘total strategy's’ range of attempts to divide
people and create a black ‘middle class' as a buffer
in conflicts betwesn rulers and ruled. But struggles
by trade unions, comsunity groups, students and othar
desccratic arganisations brought the impetus of
total strategy to a grinding balt. The central
guestion which sass organisations ralsed was
the issus of political power.

What therefore became clear to the ruling
classes was the need for a political solution
to the crisia. Even at the risk of dividing thelr
own ranks (eg the NP split), changes had to come at
a political level. While many of these changes
may mean little in terma of the comditloms of
people’s lives on a day to day basis, they do hawve
other implications. In the words of PG member
& Mayset, "If we do not refore, revolutlion, unrest and
instability will be our Fate'. Reform is geared to
this l_m.n purposs: "Refore will enhance ths

legitimacy of the political system in general and
tha government in particular®.

The ruling classes thus show some intention to
re-organise thessslves: at the sama time, their
programme also lovolves moves to disorganise tha
popular classes, warding of f democratic forces
through the sowing of confusion and division.

Against this background, it is important to
lock at soma of the areas where the PC proposals
may have sffects. There are guestions which need to
be discussed, debated, understood and organised around.
#hat follows are merely some pralisinrary cbservations,
put forward in a spirit of guestioning rather than
prescription,

1). Democracy: In recent times, the rulers have had
very little to offer sven thelr own supporters at an
ideological level = witness the pasucity of content
mand inartia’ in last year's Aepublic Festival. MNow
at least they have come forward with 'positive’
proposals. Thay are trying to take up the popular
cries for ‘democracy®, 'a real say', 'negotiation®.
The state wishes to give thess terms their own
meaning, and thus undercut many of the desands

that are being put forward From below.

More than that, they are attempting to define
the terms of discussion - what kind of conatitution,

what powers for the president, what form of representa-

tion for different 'race groups', and so on. These
are all paper solutions, juggling around with Fformulas
to impose a solution from sbove. Against this,
democratic opposition organisations need to define

the content of demands acceptable to their
constituencies. Above all, democracy nesds to be

put Forward as a process of popular participation;

ard negotiation can only be acceptabla if it is with
tha peocple's frealy chosen leaders.

2). The organised centre: There will be many who
reject aspects of the PC proposals - the exclusion

of africans, the powers of the new president; the
continued existence of Group Areas. Gtarting off
from thess objections, organisations of the political
centre will attespt to bulld their own credibility.
The Labour Party, perhaps the PFP, Buthelezi's

Irkatha, may put themsalves forward as the real
opposition to the PG. Already, for exasple,

the Buthelezi Commisslon proposals aré baeing put
forward (with the help of a wide liberal campaign)
as the alternative to the current political
dispensation. It is isportant that such groupings
do not dominats the grounds of opposition, dominating
discussion, playing on reclal divislons whare thess
exist, and thersby setting themsslves up as popular
leaders.

3). Working the system: The PC proposals imply that
groups othar than whitea must galn access to wvarious
organs of state power. Mot all of these organs will
be as obviously toothless as the CAC or SAIC. In

particular, at a local level there are likely to be
municipal arrangements that give some elements of -
real power to those who participate in them.
Consequently, these institutions are going to have to
ba taken more seriously than thelr predecessors, and
are likely to attract more middle class support

than has thusfar been the casa.

To take account of tha effects of decentralised,
limited, but real powsr, desocrats may have to go
beyond the purely negative call of non-collsboration. -
A positive progremme of building popular organisations
at local level may be important. The civic
organisations that alresdy exist around the day to day
issues of p-np.'l.-"u lives, thus teke on even greater
significance than befors. '

4). The iron hand: The PC proposals involve risks
for the ruling classes; it is an unknown road they
are setting out on. For this reason, and bacause of
the increased organised power of the people, the

PC has recommended m president with wide-ranging
powers. This will give formal backing to the
tendency that has been growing for some time.

Anyona who threatens the marrow limits of the PC
proposals is likely to be harshly dealt with. As
Mayet has said, 'The reformer's task in our set-up
is not and will not be an easy one, and unfortunately
there are people in South Africa who cannot or will
not adapt. They will have to be led into the Future
with a firm but sympathetic hand®. He then refars to




‘those who would like to use the transitiomal years-
to bring about chaos and revolution. They will have
to ba put in thelr place with an iron hand®.

5). Diwvision or unity: The biggest weapon the state
can use is to sow divislon within and betwean
democratic orgenisations. The PC proposals will
require responses, and they will reguire creative
thirking to ensure appropriate responses. In the
process, there will be much debate and discussion,
and disagresment over the implications of concrete
developments, strategies and tactics. Such debate
and discusaion is both healthy, and a8 necessary

steap in investigating appropriate responses. But
ideclogical disagressent nesd not lead to divisiom.
Tha creation and malntenance of unity is an important
task as opposition to the reforming mssasures of

Btar, 09.12.81.

SWAPO AND THE
ANTI-COLONIAL
STRUGGLE

REBISTANCE to colonial rule in Nemibia has had a long
history, but it was only with the development of
African Mationalise in the 15950s that anti-colonial
activities began to teke on a more organised form.
Even then, efforts which included preliminary labour
organisation and localised strikes (eg Luderitz Bay
1952, 1983) as well as individual petitions to the
United Mations, were largely unco-ordinated and
unsuccessful. By the late 1950s it was realised that
the establishment of a political organisation was the
only way in which the problems and aspirations of the
Mamibismn people, and in particular the contract
workers, could be given articulate expression.

Nearly malf of the black labour force in Namibia
consists of male contract workers, who are recrulted
in tha Northern aress - mainly Ouamboland - by
Labour Buresux on the basis of "orders' placed by
white employers. Once recrulted, the worker is
transported to hie place of work and there housed in
a white-controlled, sthnically-segregated compound
for the duration of his contract, after which he is
repatriated back to the reserve. dovement outside
the compound and workplace is severely restricted
by a barrage of "pass laws®. While the worker is
theoretically entitled to lodge complainkts about wages
and working conditions with the local Hative Affairs
Commissionar, to do this reguires a pass From his
employer - a perfect Catch 22 situation.' The fact
that workers see themsslves as ‘chained' to the
system is expressed in the Dvambo terwm for "contract®-
odalate - derived from the Afrikasns word ‘drasd’

meaning “"wire'.

THE FORMATION OF OPD

THE Ovasboland Peoples® Organisation (OPO),

founded in 1958 by a group of Namiblan contract workers
and students in Cape Town under the leadership of
Herman Toivo ja Toivo, had as its primary aim the
destruction of the system of comtract labour, since
it was felt that "the oppressive and exploitative
conditions and long-standing abuse to which Africans
are subjected in the contract system wers the most
immediate and burning isswes around which Namibian
2

workers could be organised and politicizred®.

The fact that the leaders of the PO were inspired
by nationalist goals is isportant, because while the
origin of SWAP) as an organisation created to protect
the interests of migrant workers has been sell
documented, most writers have tended to stress the
fact that the workers were mainly Ovambos, thus
emphasising SWAMD's ethnie origina rather than its
class basis and natiomalist objectives.

Herman Tolwo ja Tolvo, who was born in Dwamboland
in 1924, had spent many ymars in South Africa as a
migrant worker, After Emru'ing in the Union of South
Africa's Mative Military Corp during World wWar II, he
worked as a clerk on the Reef's gold mines and as a
SA Railways policeman before bteking up esployment as
a shop assistant in a grocery business in Capa Town.
It was here that Tolvoc met Emil Appolus, Andress
Shipanga, Jacob Kuhangua, Kozongulzl and others, as
well as coming into contact with members of SA"s ANC
and the then SACP. The Ovamboland Peoples' Congress
was Formed, later to become OP0D, and a centre for
meatings was established in a barber's shop.

By the emd of 1958 however, Tolwva became known
to the Security Police when he ssuggled to the United
Nations a taped message (hidden in a copy of *Gulliver's
Travels®), outlining South African repression in
Mamibia. He was arrested and escorted uvnder police
guard from Cape Town to Ovasboland whera he was kept
under house arrest until 1967 when he was rearrested
and subsequently jailed for 20 years.

OPD mesbers in Cape Town had in the meantime
howaver Fostered links with growps and individuals in
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_Walvis Bay, Luderitz, and in mining compounds at
Tsumab and slsewhere, and by the time of Tolwo's
arrest the crganisation had already gained support
in Namibia. In April 19855 Sam Mujoma assumed
lsadership of the movement in Windhosk and became its
fulltime organiser, with the help of Jacoh Kashangua
and Louls Nelengani establishing a rumber of branches
in industrial aress. Vinnia Ndadi, who becams
secratary of the Malvis Bay branch, describes Mujoma's
vislt to the compounds 1:|'Ilﬂl'ltal

On 25 June, Sam Nujoma came to Walvis Bay.
After meating with some friends in the location
ha cams round to tha compounds, going First to
the railway cospound whare he addressed a big
crowd of contract workers. Then he went to
the Tuna Company compound and then our compound
at the Ocean Fishing Company. ...Almost svarybody
came out. The word got around fast and the man
wars sager to hear. Wa gathered at our usual
meeting place. Bam introduced himself, then
asked if we hed heard about OPO. I sald, "Yes,
wa heard sbout your organdsation being formad
in Windhoek'. ‘'Actually', he said, "we started
in Capa Townh, but now wa are trying to bring
together all the people of South West Africa in
OPD. He then talked about the need for freedom
and an end to the contract system. ‘'We all
krnow, especially you contract workers, that wa've
suffared much under this system. Our
people have besn forced to work for slave wages
under misérsble conditions - dictated by these
racist Boers. Famllies are broken up and we're
made to live in lousy compounds lika this ...
not treated like human baings, but liks cattlal
One day wa'll bring an end to this system, however
and wa'll work like free men, sach and sveryona
chooaing his work according to his desire and
his needs, without Forca.'

Then he asked us, 'Will you join the struggle
to abolish contract labour?' Everyone shouted
*Yea, yes! That is what wa wantl®

Ndadi, who had played an important role in the
cannary strike sarlisr that year, was slected branch
secretary, and he racalls:

Far the next faw months wa continued collecting
money for the organisation and holding meetings
in the compound. Branch awecutive sestlngs

wara usually held at night in the location. Wae
discussed politics whenevar w8 could; talked
about day to day problems, news from Windhosk
and the reat of Africa, and our dreams of fresdom
in Hamibis.

Within thres sonths that partlcular branch had
2 memberahip of several thousand (is the vast
majority of the contract work force), amd had collected

‘over £800. This was matched by a similar response

to the OPD's recruiting campaign elsewhsrs, and with
the scope afforded by the compound system for repid
and cantralised communication, in little more than

a year the OPD became a mass crganisation, its political
strongholds and branch structure based solidly (though
not exclusively) h‘th- contract dorkers' compounds of
the towns and mines. However, whila the compound
syatsm Facilitated the formation of collesctive
consciousnesa and solidarity and the circulation of
leaders and information st the local level, distances
between the towns and mines presented formidable
problems for nationally co—ordinated campaigning, and
it was only with the trensforsation of the OPO into
EWAPO in 1980 that this problem began to be tackled.

Mearwhils the QPO had forged good warking
relations with other anti-spartheid groups in the
country such as the late Chisf Hosea Kutako's Herero
Council, and the South West Africa Mational Union
(5WANU) which had been formed by students and
intellectuals originally as a culturally oriented
organisation, called the Bouth West Africa Progressive
Assoclation [SWAPA).

In December 1959 these three groups jolntly
organised a mass campaign against the forced removal
of Windhosk's 30 000 black residents from the
so=-called "old location', whera many of them had
freshold rights and lived for several generations, to
an arid and steriles township called ‘Katatura'
[ironically meaning ‘we have no fixed abode'), Five
miles from the city.

A demonstration of wecmen in front of the
Administrator's offica was followed by boycotts of
buses, cinemas and besrhalls, and Finally &
demonstration on 10 December at which the police
opened fire on the crowd, killing 11 and wounding 54,
While at the UN petitionsrs protested against the
threatensd removals to Katatura, svents in the strests
of Windhoek showed not only that swch petitions would
ba ineffectual, but that local efforts at peaceful
persuasion and popular mobilisation would be ruthlessly
crushed ,

SWAPD IS FORMED :
IN an attempt to curb african nationalist
activity in the urban areas, tha South West AFrlcan
Administration began to issue banlshmant and )
deportation orders against leaders of smerglng
organisations - among them Sem Mujoma who was sent
back to Oveasboland under pelice guard aftar the Windhoak
shooting. He subsequently left the country, making
his way through Botswanm, Iimbabwe and Zambia to
Tanzanis whers he was helped by Nyersre to travel
to Mew York and present SWAPD's case to tha LN.
Nujoma returned to Tanzania in January 19659 whare he
cpened an office, but subsequently based himself
in Lussks where he has remained as Swapo President,
co-ordinator of all diplomatic and militery afforts.
The OPO was in 1960 re-named SWAPO in order to
emphasize national rather than regional considerations,
and in order to broaden its basis for popular
participation. HNatiomal branches, the basic working
units of the organisation, were established throughout
the country and a full scale campaign was launchad
to organise both the workers in the mines and
factories and the peasants in the rural areas.
Vinnia MNdadi describes a meeting st Endola in
Ouvambaland st which people were told about BWAPD:

The day w=as extremely hot, yet over threes hundred
pacple came out to hear what we had to say. The
crowd of men, women and children came from many
areas - Oeundundu, Omakango, Ehafo, Onandl atc.
Soma waliead twenty miles . Kahumba spoke Tirst.
Ha was wall known, having spoken Freguently as
an OP0 member. He spoke about the change from
OPD to 5WAPD. To most people it didn't mattar.
They said, "Whatever will help us wa support,
whather OPO or SWAPD." I explained that OPD

was a reglonal organisation ... and was a workers®
union against contract labour. SWAPD's main

ob jective,; on the other hand, was to help
liberate all the peoples of Bouth West Africa
from Boer oppression and win rnational -
independance . .

At another meeting at Dhalushu,. attended by more than
five hundred pecple, Ndadi spoke of the nesd for
wind by .

Logk at the Boars. They have united in order
to oppress us, to explpit our labour and our
land! IFf we ware to join as one w8 could surely
dafeat tham...




At this meating Kaukungua gave the axampls of a
bunch of sticks. He picked one up.

This single stick you cen bresk easily, but
ten aticks at oncaT No. It's tha seme with
our struggle; if we are divided the enamy

can infiltrate and break us one by one, but 1F
wa're together as ona strong force detarmined
to rid ourselves of colonimlisem and oppression,
then wa will surely wdin!

The mesting closed with handclapping, freedom songs
and slogans.

PREPARATION FDR APMED STRUGGLE ,
IN 1551 a national congress was held in Windhosk
in particular the results of its diplomatic efforts
at tha UN. Jairiretundu Kozunguizi and Mburumbu
Kerira had besn the Firat teo Namibisns at the United
Matimms - originally on bshalf of Chisf Kutako's
Hersro Council, but since 1959 when Mozonguizi wes
alected Presldent of SWAMU, Karina had chossn to
reprasent SWAPQ. Confidence in the UN"s ability to
foice South Africa out of Namibia had been murtured
by inrumersble resclutions passed to this effect; by
1961 however (and particularly in the light of the
svents of Decesber 1955), SWAPO began to lose faith

in the ability of any outside organisation to intervens

on behalf of tha Namiblan people. This realization,
" a8 wall as the Fact that the ANC and PAC had reached
a similar position concerning South Africa, led to
the decision at the 1961 Congress to prepare for the
eventual armed struggle in Namibia.

(This is sccording to Shipanga. Ndadi also
records that at sbout this time armed struggle came
hhwn“mlrﬂhﬂﬂ‘}a

By 1962 SWAPD accordingly started a military
training programee. Voluntsers (mors than 200 that
year) went for training to Egypt, which was then the
only independent African country with a capacity
for training guerilla fighters. In 1563 Alperia
gained independence and the Organisation of African
Unity (0AU) cama into being; both pledged to aid
SWAPD in its armed struggle. Later other African,

Asian and Eurcpean nations accepted SWAPD guerillas
for tralning.

=+

side by side within the country (while at the UM

there was some lsadership rivalry), and in 1963 Formed

the South West Africa Mational Liberation Front
(BWANLIF) in Iirﬂ':nt. ‘This body was given a R20 000
grant by the DAl's African Liberation Cosmittee for
the purpose of 'furthering its efforts against

aparthald and pro salf-rule inside tha 5NA borders
& .

_rather than at the UN.®
However, with GWAPO's decision to combine political
and military efforts in pursuit of national liberation,

differences batween the two ocrganisations bacama
apparent and the attempt at wuniting them was short-
1ived. (These differsnces derived perhaps from the
fact that the two organisstions had distinct basas of
support and thersfore of policy direction - BWANL's
lsadership and membership baing more intellsctual
and idedlogically oriented, whils SWAPQ's spproach
was more 'populiskt' aince its support lay with the
workers and peasants. )

Thua during the early 1960s SWAPD continued to
broaden its popular base by developing ‘the ayatem
of national branches within the country, sach unit
representing at least 200 but not more than 500
peocple. Political sducation was carried out by
means of public rellies and demonstrationa shich met
with such snthusiasstic responss that the SEA
authoritiss banned SWAPD from caspalgning publicly,
in 1953. The meatinga did not stop however, and
SNAPD continued to organise among the pesopls both
openly at branch level, but now also with cells
working underground.

These cells, while continuing to organize and
conduct poli timl education among the masses,
becama sore and more Lrvolved in recruiting

guarillas r:l supplying our fighting units in
the field.

In October 15964 a reglomal organisation in the
Caprivi Btrip, an area on Namibla's north-sastarn
boundary, known as the Caprivi African Mational Undion
(camu), sbandoned its goal of independence for
Caprivi and jolned SWAPD. CANU, which had comprised
more than 3 000 membera, declared its intention of

‘warking for tha separetion of Gouth West Africa from

Wsanwhile GWAPD and SWANU had continued to organiss

South Africa, with majority rule'.? Bredan Simbeays,
CAMUs President, was subsequently appointed SWAPO
vice-president, and Meshak Muyongo, CANU vice-president
was made SWAPDs chief repressntative in Zambia. He
later becams SWAPD vice-preaident but was expalled,
along with eight others, in July 1980 for ‘attespting
to revive CANU' and "forweing a Caprivi cligue in
ENAPD'. Mr Muyongo was also said to have had

'‘capitalistic ideas" and "had been working for himself".

When SWAPO moved its headquarters to Luanda in 1979,
Wuyongo epparently refused to lesve Lusaka. Ha set
up a new office for himself in Lusaka and ‘established
a comfortable life=atyle'. According to newspapar
reports, Muyongo also opposed the relocation of
Caprivian refugess from Southarn Zambia mrmh.g
THE APMED STRUGELE BEGING

EVENTS at the UN between 1952 and 19656 served to
confirm SWAPD's disillusionment with the international
community. The Genaral Assembly had decided to sesk
a final judgesent on the SWA guestion which could

be enforced by the Becurity Council, and the
International Court of Justice was called upon to
determine the legality of South Africa‘’s continued
control of the territory. Whan, oniB8 July 1565

the Court srmmounced that it had no powsr to arbitrate
in the disputs, this smounted to a decision in Favour
of the Bouth African governsent, and led to SWAPD's
declaration (press statement] from Dar Es Saleam

that -

We have no alternative but to rise in ares and
bring about ocur own liberetion. The suprems
teat must ba faced and we must at once begin
to cross the sany rivera of blood on our march
towards fresdom. And ms sure as night follows
day, victory will be ours.

In August Y955 SWAPD launched its First guerilla
operations beginning with an attack on Meourumba je
in tha North-West. Two days later the Adsinistrative
centra at Oshikongo was destroyed. On 26 August 1966
South Africen helicopters spotted a guerilla treining
camp (which had been established 11 months previously)
at Dsgulambashe in Ovamboland. Two guerillas were
killed in cold blood bafore a group of 27 wirs
captured, asongst them Elisser Tuhadeleni wnp was




~accused No 1 in the trial that followsd after two
years of alleged interrogation; intermittent
torture and solitary confinement.

The response of the BA suthorities in Mamibim
to the now esstablished fact of guerilla infiltration
was immediately to intensify repression of SWAPD

activities and the arrest and harrassment of its
members inside the country. In Decesber 1966 three
top SWAPO leaders, Gottlieb Mathanlel, acting
president, John ya Otto, secretary general, and Jason
Mutumbula, secretary of ﬁ;rlim affairs, were detained
under the Suppression of Communism Act ‘on orders
from the Commissioner of Police in Pretoria’. This
was the first time that people were held under this
law in SWA; the thres were not however found guilty
of any 'communist activities'.

In February 1968 27 SWAPD guerlillas and 10

EWAPO leadars, including Herman Tolvo ja Todwo,

were brought to trial in Pretoria on charges of
participating in terrorist activities, with
alternative charges under the Suppression of
Communism Act. During the trial one accused was
found not guilty and one died of ratural causes

in detention. Another, B Mbindi, complained of 1ll-
treatment by the police during the trial and was
discharged before judgement was given.

JOIVO SPEAKS

JUST bafore the conclusion of tha trial, Todwvo

made a long statement in court which has remained one
of the most eloguent condemnations of BA rule in
Hamibis and is an importent reflection of .the
devalopngnts which lad to armad resistance.

Declaring that the accused were not Bouth Africans
but Mamibisns, who wers being judged by foreigners,
Todve said that they had found themselves 'vobtaless
in our own country and deaprived of the right to meat
and state our political opiniona’.

Is it surprising that in such times my countrymen
have taken up arma? Violeance is truly fearsome,
but who would not defend his property and himself
against a robber? And we balieve that South
Mﬂ“mm_ﬂ“‘m-ll!!

I tried to do what I could to prevent my
people from going into the bush... My

organisation could not work properly - 1t cowld
not even hold meetings. ..

- I had no’ answer to the question ‘Where nas
your non=violence got us?' Whilst the World
Court judgement was pending I at least had that
to fall beck on. When we failed, after years
of maiting, I had no answer to give to my pecple.

Even though I did not agree that people
should go into the bush, I could not refuse to
‘help them when I knew they were hungry... 1
was not and I could not remain a spectator in
the atruggle for fresdom.

I know that the struggle will be lomg and
bitter. I also know that my psople will wage
that struggle, whatever the coat.

Toivo was sentenced to a ters of 20 years imprisorment
mmlllﬂ. even though it was proved in court
that he had not been invelved in the organisatlon

of guerillas as such, but had merely found himself
morally bound to assist them when they entersd
Ovamboland to which he was confined. Twelve years
later, his spirit remains unbroken and he continues
to be viewsd by the people of Nemibia as a future
leader of SWAPO.

SWAPD EXILE
SWAPO continued to organise itself ss a political
‘party within the country, but as a national liberation
sgvament was increasingly forced to ocperate in &xdile.
Binca 1965, whan a state of emsrgency was declared
and the repression of GWAPO activities intensified,
BWAPD g Mational Congress — the supreme policy making
body of the organisation - has not met inside the
country as it used to do [on an annual basis). The
function of the Mational Congress is to elect [or
suspend ) Wembers of SWAPC's two other party organs, the
Matioral Exscutive and the Central Committes. The
Mational Executive is composed of eleven mambars
selected from the Central Cosmittes and is responsible
for the day to day implementation of SWAPD policy -
seeing to it that Congress resclutions are carried
out by various organs, including the military. The
Central Committes, with thirty five members, instructs
and overases the work of tha Executive; all major
decisions of the Exscutive must have the approval of
the Central Comsmittea.

(Inajide tha country, BWAPD branches co-crdinate

their activities at district level by meeting with
BWAPD regional leadership, which is then directly
rasponsible to national leadership. Constitutionally,
EWAPO inside the country still has the right to elect
Congrass 11H|ruhi.p = hence the re-slection of exiled
leadars at tha 1975 Walvis Bay Congress - according
to Tjongarerc. The fact that real power lies with
the axternal leadership was demonstrated however

when Tjongarero was sacked as deputy chalrman inside
the country by the Lusska administration.)

The most recent meeting of the National Congress,
ie the Executive and the Central Committes, was held
at Tanga, Tanzania from 26.12.1969 to 1.3.1970.

*{ea bearers elected included the following:

Sam Nujoma - president

Brendan Simbwaye - vice president

Mashak Muyongo = acting vice president

Moses Garoeb - administrative secretary

Gottfried Geingob - crganising secretary

Pater Musshihange - acting sec. for Foreign Affairs

Andreas Shipanga - acting sec. for Information end
Publicity

Patar Nanyemba - secretary Defence and Transport

Golomon Mifima - secretary for Labour

Peter Katjavivi - sec. Economic and Judicisl Affairs

Dr Libertine Appolus - mssistant sec. for Health and
Welfare

Where acting eppointments were made, this was done
in place of BWAPQ members who were either serving
prison sentsnces in 8A or who ware living in Nemibia.
The portfolio structurs illustrates that SWAPD
regards itself as an alternative government for Namibia.
Although no party political prograsme as such
emerged from the Congress, various bodies wers
iraugurated which would carry out SWAPOs sulti-level
strategy. Thess included tha SWAPO Youth League (6YL),
the Women's Leagua, and tha Namibisn Liberetion Army.

THE 1571 ICJ DECISION

IN Juna 1571, tha International Court of Justice met
again to consider the guestion of Bouth Africa‘s
presence in Namibis, since the terminatlon of the
mandate by General Assembly Resolution 2145 (1968)
hed been neither recognised by South Africa nor
enforced by the world body. The Court's judgement
this tima was that Bouth Africa waa under obligation
to withdraw from GWA since its continued presence



" was illegal, and that UN menber states were to
recognize this illegality.

Thie decision came at a time of increasing
militancy onm the part of Namibisn students, workers
and church leaders in the country, and its effect
was tr helghtean santi-colonial feeling above 1ts
already high tension level. Desonstrations were held
in Ovamboland (where guerilla activity had alsc
recently increased), as well as in Windhoek where the
situation had been aggravated by police raids on the
compounds in Katatura. Btatements were lssued by
students in support &F the World Court's ruling, and
at the end of June 1971 an open letter was addredsssd
to the Prime Minister, BJ Vorster, by the heads of
the Ovambo-Kavango Church (to which more than half
tha population of Owamboland belongs) and the
Lutheran Evangelical Church, also endorsing the Court's
judgement. The same church leaders, Bishop Auala and
Moderator Gowaseb, met with Vorster in August.

They called for 'unity and fraternity between races'
and told Vorster that '"South West Africa should remaln
B unit and becose independent’. Imn this they were
strongly supported by tha Anglican bishop of
Damaraland, the Aev Colin Winter (who was subsequently
deported in 1972, together with three fellow church
workers). The importance of the political stand taken
by church leaders should not be underestimated, since
the open letter, for example, reached nearly every
community in Mamlbia through the pulpits of their

churchas.

CONTRACT WORKERS STRIKE
THE role played by stuwdents in mobilising apindon
arcund issues like the World Court ruling or the

contract labour system was also inn!:rl:mt in providing
the conditions for mass action, but ultimately the '
underlying couse of the rationwide strike held in
December 1971 was the contract system itself.

The conditions under shich men were esployed as
migrant workers have been mentioned above but

since the end of 1570 these conditions had actually
detericrated, with the implementation of tighter
pass =ontrols and the compulsory wearing of identity

photographs - smongst other things.

A statemsnt sade on 15.11.1’9‘?! by tha SA
Commissioner General in Ovambolend, J de Wet, was the
final catalyst that prompted mass action. Oa Wet
replied to church criticisms that the contract system
was a "form of slavery' by saying that it couldn't
be compared to slavery since workers came forward
voluntarily for recrultment.

When this statement was put to sorkers themselves
at mass mestings in Walvis Bay and Eatatura, the
response was overwhelming. Within the next few
wesks more than 10 D00 workers chose not only to
stay away from work (as did many thousands more),
but to break their so-called ‘"wvoluntary® contracts
completely by returning to Owamboland. WVarious
commagntators have pointed out that the strike, which
becams nationwide within a few wesks and eventually
irnvalyed come 20 000 workers from different sectars
of industry, appeared to spresd spontanecusly. Tre
pnly proof found of any organisation were somé hand-
writter leaflets, yet within a fow days, thousands
of men, at extremely widely-dispersed centres, had
followed the pattern First manifestsd at Walvis Bay.
EWAPD was immediately accused by the authorities of
‘{nstigating' the strike, but this could only be sald
to be true in the sense that EIFFEI had laid the ground
workk for action by drawlng attention to the evils of
the contract system and ‘politicizing’ workers.
Others have lnrnl.ﬂm that the strike was not ‘merely
a mass spontansous outburst ... but was a calculated
political cempaign®, ies that the issues were exploited
for the purposes of consciousness-raising and with
the objective of political sction. This may have
been true for some, but I think to argue that the
strike itself was orchestrated, is to deny both the
very real grievences that the workers had, as well
as the fact that the strike was organized and led
by the contract workers themsalves.

An ad hoc Workers' Commitiee was meanwhile
glected in Owamboland, with representatives from the
various reglons, under the chairsanship of Mr Johannes
Mangutuuala. The committes drew up & list of the
strikers' grievances and demands, which formed the

basis for a series of resclutions passed at a mass
mesting of some 3 500 people held at Ondangea on

0 January. Briefly, the strikers called for fresdos
of movement (ie the aboliticn of passes), and the
right to take up employmant where they wished, as
wall as much higher wages.

They complained of the bresk up of Family 1ife
and of conditions in the compounds. It was decided
that the men would Qo back to the lands and raise as
big a food-crop as posisble. It must be noted
howsver that the effect of capitallst penetration of
the rural sconomy had been Such as to erode the salf-
sufficiency of traditiomal subsistence Farming, since
in order to obtain cash for buying consumer goods and
payving taxes to the colonial regime, the men ware
forced to work as migrant labourers im the Gouth. It
was probably this resson more than any other [including
the token concesslons and marginal isprovessnts in
sage: and conditions offered by the govermment and
employees), that led to the decision by workers to
return to work after some & to 8 weeks.

EMERGENCY REGULATIONS AND "ELECTIONG' TN DVAMBD
UNREST in Owamboland did not end with the strike

howewver. At the beginning of February Lt was reported
in Parliament by the Minister of Police that several
'acts of violence' had been taking place in (vesboland
including attacks on headmen and policemen, stondng
of Railway and other official wehicles and burning of
huts and shops belonging to Legislative Councillors
and Chiefs. Police reinforcesents had been sent in
and units of the Defence Force were baing used to
patrol the border fence which had bsen "cut and
flattened' along & distance of over 100 km, but all
these measures were "insufficent’.

The response of tha SA governmant was to declare
a state of emargency in Ovamboland and to introduece
emargency regulations some of which came into effect
immediately. Proclamation R17 of 4 February (emended
by Proclamaktlion 26 of 14 February, but henceforth
known as Proclamation 17), prohibited all meetings,
gatherings and assemblies, with ceartaln exceptions,
ufiless they had been suthorized in writing by the




Mative Commissioner, who could also specify condltions.
({One of the effects of this measure was that church
and other 'non-political' mestings were used more

and more to channel political grievances.)] It also
tmcame an offence to do or say anything which could
"yndermine the authority of the Btate, the Owambo
government, or a chiesf or headman', or to enter ar
leave the territory without permission.

Widespread detentions and intimidation took
place under thess esmergency regulations - by April
1972, 267 people had been arrested, most of whom wers
never charged. These included scores of SWAPD
supporters, almost rendering superfluous the Ovambo
Legislative Council's reguest that SWAPD be banned .

" At the beglmning of 1973 the SA goverrment
announced its intention, in accordance with its policy
of setting up "independent Bantustans', to make
vamboland a salf-governing territory. Plans were
‘made to hold elections for the Oveasboland Legislative
Assemhly in August. SEAPD had long opposed the
implementation of South Africa's Bantustan policy in
Mamibis, and calling For a boycott of the scheduled
glections, SWAPD leaders proceeded to organise protest
maetings in defiance of the ban on all gatherings
of a political mature. In May 1973 3 000 people
staged a demonstration outside the offices of the
Chief Minister of Ovwamboland, Philemon Elifas, and
Johnny Otto, Johannes Nangutuuala and Andreas Nukwawo,
who were hald responsible For the mesting, were detmined

urnder the provisions of Proclamation 17. A few days
later several members of SWAPOs Youth League were
arrested after sesking permission to hold a mesting -
these included Erekiel Mathaniel [son of acting SWAPD
president Gottlisb Hathaniel who had recently been
served with the First banning order lsseed in SWA,
amnd was restricted for five years to Kuiseb toenship,
Walvis Bay), Frans Ihrqut-ut.nlu [ younger brother of

* Johannes), Patrick Hadibo, Patricio Bhelinge and
Thomas Kamati.

On 24 July 1973, thres SWAPD branch officials
were arrested after a meeting which Ovambo officials
had been umable to prevent, despite smashing a )
loudspesker and threatening te shoot anyone who :

attended. Two days later, before any protest could
be mounted or defence procured, the thres, Fillipus
Shilongo, Willem Nankondo and Petrus Moongo were found
guilty of holding, sddressing or attending an 1illegal
maating and were jailed for 12 and B montha without
the option aof a Fins.

Aepeated reguests by SWAPD to hold public mestings
wera refused, but the Youth Leagus in particular
continued to organise meetings in the Face of arrests
and the typs of intimidation described above. SWAPO's
reasoning was as follows [according to Ndadi): any
legal organisation could hold & public meeting as
long as it had applied for a permit...even if the
application was turned doen! The reality was in any
case that nothing could stop people from Flocking
to the meetings, often held around a makeshift platfarm
of olldrums, or just a truck, or in the open wveld
under some trees.

At this stage the Press, except for SAPA, was
banned from entering Ovambolend on an order from the
Commissioner General. All these measures, aised at
producing a favourable election result, falled
howaver when only 2,68 of the 50 000 eligible voters
turned up at the polls. GWAPD followed up its
successful boycott of the elections with a mass meeking
at Oshakati on & August, attended by an Ea.ltimtud
3 000 people. This time no arrests were made.

FLOGGING OPPOSITION
FROM September 1973 however, a new type of
political reprisal began to be used - public Floggings
of political opponents by the Ovemboland tribal -
authorities. Andreas Nunkwawo and .j;h-nnua Hangatuuala
ware the first to be given this treatment by the
Ondangwa tribal authorities, the latter having to
recelve hosplital treatment aftersards. Youth League
member Thomas Kesatl eas stripped and Flogged until he
lost consciousness by the (kwanyama tribal chiefs,
again without any formal charges being laid, other
than that he was a member of SWAPO.

An application for an interdict ageinst the
above-sentioned tribal suthorities made by Bishops
Wood and Auvala in Novembear 1973 was rejected in the

Windhoek Supreme Court in March 15, but the appeal
was subsequently upheld in March 1975.
that in the interim however, tha [vambo authorities
had a free reign to contimnue this form of torture,
causing thousands of people to flee scross the borders
into Angola between 1574-1575.

Events outside Ovamboland were no less drasatic.
On 12 August 1973 a mass rally was held in Katatura,
followed v police action which resulted in the arrest
of about 300 pecple and the death of one in E-E"-I';l'll
days of rioting and viclence. Five Youth Leagua
members were arrested, thres of whom - Jeremiah
Ekand jo, Jacoh Nghidinua and Martin Kapawasa - were
subseguantly charged under the Sabotage Act in the
Supreme Court, Swakopmund. The accused were salid
to have told the audience that "Blood will flow
before Namibia is independent' and ‘Freedom is in
your hands. Don't wait wntll tomorrow, start today®.
The trial was adjourned for a day at the outset swhen
the three accused tore up thelr charge sheets, refused
pro deo representation by a local attorney and demanded
the sending of an attorney from the UN.

Mr BEkandjo denied that he had advocated using
arms (or ‘pangas’) to kill whites. He sald that he
had urged people to use their weapons and that
EWAP('s weapon was the loudspeaker and not
violenca. He told the judge that he would refuse
to recognise any sentence passed by the court, becaussa

This meant

the ICJ had ruled that South Africa’'s pressnce was
illegal. Therefore the court had no jurisdickion
owvar him and his assoclates, and the ordinance umder
which Ehey were charged was not legally in effect

im Mamibla. He demanded the right to be tried by
Namibians and not by foreigners.

The thres Youth League leaders were sentenced
After the Katatura rally,
police instigated a massive manbunt Ffor the other
seven SHAPD youths who hed addressed the rally, mainly
David Emihl::n-hu+ Joseph Shelua amd Jacoh Shindika.
Twenty-one police officers and 137 men, including
special investigators who had been Flown from Pretoria,
were involved in the dragnet which took the Form of

to B years imprlsonment.

house to house searches as well as a country-




wida manhunt. Shindika and another Youth League
leader, Ezrisl Taaipopli, were subssguently arrested
near the Botaswana border, and Ghikomba was apprehended
in Ovambolard 5 months later.

ARRLSTS AND TRIALS

IN the meantime, petty harassment of SWAPD

mambers continued; in January 194 police with
sutomatic weapons and tracker dogs errestad 127 SWAPD
supporters who were on the say to a public meeting
in Reheboth, south of Windhosk. Most were refused
bail and remanded in custody for a weak, when thay
appeared on the trivial charge of not naving had
travel documents.

Despite such measures, aimed at intimidating SWAPD
members and discouraging potential members, support
for SWAPD continued to increasa, and police began
to Fear that the publicity given to incidents
imvalving SWARO might be doing the organisation more
good than harm. On 16 January 1974 Brigadier Louw
declared that the police would furnish no information
on GWAPO in Ffuture. Adeinistrator Van der Walt
would be the only parson authorised to glve such
information. Later this was changed to the affect
that only the securlity police could make statsnants
concerning SWAPD.

On 18 January police swooped on Katatura in a
massive D4h00 house Lo house raid involving 350
policemen, 50 riot trucks and other wehicles. One
hundred and eighty-six people were arrested, bringing
the number of people held in the past week to J13. By
mid February, 9 members of SWAPD ewecutive and all the
Youth Lesgue office bearers wera in detentiom.

Thaese included Ezriel Taaipopi, whn had bren rearrested
after being acquitted (24 Jaruary) o & charge of
‘attespting to resist arrest', and Asel Johannes,

the Windhosk secretary, as well as NDovid Meroro,

SWAPD chalrman, Most were baion held under Section 6
of the Terrorism Act, and it wan reported that Taaipopi
and Joseph Kashea wera to Le Lrood summarily on
charges of 'inctigating paople Lo coemit murder, to
engage in publin wiolence or maliious damage to
property’. A month later, or i Lach rad

Youth League sscretbary David Shikosba was Found guilty
of ‘endangering public safety and the msaintenance of
law and order by attempting to cause insurrection or
forcible resistance to the government', and was
sentenced to six years jail wnder the Sabotage Act.

By tha time Taalpopl and Kashea were brought to
trial in June 1574, they had been kept in solitary
confinement For four months and ware not in a Fit
condition to stand trial. A postponement was
requested by the Counsel for the Defence on tha
grounds that the accused were not only in & weak
physical condition but had suffered loss of memory
and confusion, and aven hallucimations, while in
detention. The case was postponed for a wesk, and
on their reappearance in court (17 June), the two
youth leaders were charged (under tha 1562 Riotous
Assemblies Ordinance) with ‘attempting to incite
SWAPD exiles and/or the Mamiblan Peoples Liberation
Army to murder various persons in SWA, or to damape/
burn/destroy property in various places, or to
assemble crowds with intent to sssail or defy the
police, or to disturdb the pesce and stage riots".

* The kernal of the state case was & letter eritten
by members of the Youth League Executive to Sam
Nujoma, as wall as evidence given by Ghihepo Mwili,
who had be#n treasurer of the Youth League.

Witnesses for the defence described how it had
been SWAPO'g aim to achieve liberation through non=
violence but that thair afforts to hold peaceful
meetings had st with violence on the part of the
police. For example, boycotts and stayawiys ware
considered to be peaceful means of expressing
dissatisfaction, but police forced would-be strikers
to go to work by means of violence: "Police came
with cannons, guns and dogs. They hit people and
ordered them to go to work."

Another witneass, Alesxander Nashilungo, told how
heg was fired from his job as a cleansr at the BABC
because he was o member of SWAPO. (This was in
fect & common occurrence.) Despite this sort of
intimidation, argued the defence, SWAPD Youth League
had shown & persistent determiration not to resort
to violence. MNevertheless, on 26 July 191 the

Counsel for the State declarsd that it had proved
'beyond reascnable doubt' that Tamipopi and Kashea
had ‘engaged in a deliberate and systematic campaign
to bring about violence in SWA', They were sentenced
to Flve years in jail, with thres years conditlonally
suspended, and were refused lesave to appeal.

Beveral other Youth Leagus sesbers, many of whom
had bean kept in solitary confinement for sis months,
ware raleased in July 19, but ona of them, Thomas
Famati, was ismediately charged with malicious demags
to property for having sritten the words "One Matlon =
One Namibia' on his cell wall. He subsequently jumped
bail and was one of the hundreds of EWAPD leaders
(amongst them Johnny Otto and Andreas Nuuaksawo)
who fled to Angola that ysar,

EWAPD would never surrender though, said Youth
League vice=chalrman Ghindabih Mashalaleh; "IFf our
leaders are arrested, we shall slect new lesaders.

We are many. The police will have to jall the whole
of Mamihia to break us.'

" In Beptesber 1974 Axel Joharnes and Lot Zacharia
were relaased on ball after 7 and B months in IiltI'Iﬂ_-ﬂﬂ.
In the trial that followsd, whare Zacharias and snother
man, George Itenga [charged as an accosplice) ware
alleged to have attempted to leave the country
illegally and Johannes to have assisted thes,

the accused sald that they had been assaulbted in
prison. Itenga claimed that ha was blindfolded and
handcuffed, and tortured by msans of @lectric shocks.
This was one of the many instances shers SWAPD sembers
slaimed torture in detention = either for the purposa
of extracting 1Itrlui"tll'_l:.‘n:lll"l from the detainess, or
simply because they wers msesbers of SWAPD. The ysars
1973 and 1974 had sesn & sarked increase in this kind
of heavy-handed repression of SWAPD, with mass
arrests, detention without trial, torture and public
floggings. At the same time, SBWAPD had shown &

degrea of organisation and militancy within the country
that would probably not ba possible again, since the
treatment meted out to the orgenisation's leaders

had convinced thousands of its supporters, especially
among the youth, that the only course of action open
to them sas to flee scross the borders to receive



treining in guerilla warfare. (Betwean June Y974

and Jaruary 1975 it is estissted that sbout 6 000
pecple left the country, mostly from Ovesboland and
because of polices and aremy action during the "election”
periocd. OF these a significent smcunt were SWAPD
supporters who sent for guerilla treining, shilst

" othars were sisply refugees for whom SNAPO set up
comps such as that at Cassinga in Southern Angola...)

THE 1978 ONMMBOLAND ELECTIONS

IN Janusry, 1975, alsctions were once again hald
in Ovemboland in an attespt to "set right' the
fiasco of August 1973. This timse the SA governsent
claised to have procured a result - a 595 poll -
which it could hold up to the outaide world as proof
of support for its ‘Bantustan' policy in Ovesboland .
Overshelmning evidence suggests however, that these
results were ‘unrelisble, artificidl, and did not -
reflect the views of the majority of the Oummbos®. '’
Affidavits submitted by church leaders and others
tell of blatant cosrcion and trickery employed to
‘bring voters to the polls - particularly at lsbour
recrulting centres whers thousands of work-sewcers
were told "Vote and work; otherwise starve'.

" Bouth Africen arwy and police presence was
a major Factor in intimidating psople to vote, as
wmas the role of the Ovambo chiefs and headmen who
threatensd that nobody would be allowed to cultivats
land without having sarked the ballot paper.

Other threats included denial of the use of
hospital and health facilities, and refusal to
issus travel documents to those who did not vote.

On 4th April it was reported that Sem Shiwute,
SEAPD secretary in Dvasboland, was in hiding after
tribal police had threatendd to kill him. Shivute
had besn investigating reports that tribal police
armed with rifles had foroed people onto trucks
which had taken them to polling stations to vote
against their will. After a SWAPO mesting in Oshakati
had besn broken up by baton—wielding wembers of the
tribal police and several people injured, Wrs Elizabath
Shiwte brought sn urgent court application for her
hushand*s protection. Despite tha grenting of an

interim order, Ghivute was adeitted to hospital less

" than thres weeks later after tribal police had

*beaten him with sticks and kicked him® in Okshao/
Ngand jaro.

BWANPO BREAKS WITH THE NATIONAL CONVENTION
IN Windhosk, meanshils, SWAPO had decided to
withdraw its mesbarship of the "National Comvention',
an alliance of 9 opposition groups Tormed in July
1973 whose aims included *the total and complets
fresdom and independence of the population of Mamibis,
and the alimination of group, tribal and racial
identity based on colour and sconomic station®.
The purposs of Fforming a Corventlon mas to ‘unite
the oppresasd psoples of Nemibis in one natiomal
enlt" in order to achieve thesse alss.
However, by sarly 1975 GEAPD had become
disil]lusioned with the Corvention becauss it "lacked
political direction, had besn ineffective and had
failed to live uwp to the sxpectations of the people’.
{Another reason was that it was said to be 'infiltrated
by B0SS'.) In February 1975 the National Corvention
asccordingly split into two groups, with BEAPOD, SEAMU,

the Reheboth Volksparty and the Demara Tribal. Executive

forming tha "Mamibia Mational Corvention' [NNC),
leaving Chisf Clemens Kapuuo and his Natioral Union
Damoccratic Organisation (NUDO), plus the Hersro
and Mema Chiefs Councils, to comprisé the 'National
Convention®.

Political sctivities orpanised onder tha MNNC
banner consisted mainly of marches and demonstrations
in opposition to South Africa‘s illegal occupation
of Nemibia. The first such march took place on ¥ June
1975, despite an order prohibiting it (under Ordinence
9 of 1930 and Article 19 of Act 25, 1989). Three
truckloads of police in battledress carrying autosatic
weapons swooped on the orderly crowd and arrested
18 NNC mesbers, among them MNC Chairman Pastor
Zephania Kameeta, and NNC secretary, Mrs Martha Ford.
When the 18 appeared in court a few days later they
ware told that the case had been dismissed, but 'the
charges could be reinstated any time®.

It was at this stage that the Church becase more

outspoken sbout its decision to irwolve itself
politically. SWAPD members and members of the two
Lutheran Church congregations especially (the latter
represanting about 70% of the Mamibisn population),
had alweys aligned Christisn teachings with the
struggle against colonialism and oppression in
Memibia. Thus Ezriel Teaipopi said at his trial
(July 1974) that 'Christ, the Hlack Messish, was the
Daliverer who would free blacks from slavery’, and
Thomas Kamatl, addreasing a rally shortly after his
releass from detention, pald tributs to 'the Black
Messish® for his freedom. In another incident [June
1975), more than 1 D00 Ovesbos crossed the border
into Angola to hold a church service "as a gesture
of defisnce against Vorster's governmant®.

Pastor Zephania Kemesta, as NNC Chairman,
sxplained the Church's imolvement as follows:

The struggle in our lend has not only to do with
the liberation of Masmdbia, but it goes further
and desper than that. The pressnce of tha South
African government is not just a political
guestion but it is m threat to the gospel of
Jesus Christ! Thus I ses it as the task of
every Christian to work for the knocking down
be silent and do nothdng in the Fface of recism,
aexploitation and violence, when these
committed in God's world? -
by tha Church in previous years had shosn that its
leaders were not prepared to be silent in the Face
of injustices perpetrated against the pecple.
Now, mora than befors, church leaders and spokesmsn
began to publicly argue a position that was not at
all dissimilar from GHAPO's Oown, sven as far as tha
nead for armed struggle was concerned. Thus during
the latter half of 1975, both Anglican and Lutharan
ministers wers to issus statements to the effect
that *violence as a ssens of political action could
not be entirely rejected’ [De Vries), or that the
church should openly side with "the oppressed who

take up arms' [Wood).

THE CONGTITUTIDNAL ﬂ_:l‘_& :
THE Bouth Africen goverrment was meanwhile

declaring lowdly at the UN and in the press its




willingness to hold a 'constitutional conference’ in
SWA. In June 15975 SWAPD issued the following list
of conditions which would have to be met before 1t
would be willing to participate in such negotistions:
That EA (1) publicly accepts the right of the Namibian
pecple to independence and national sovereignty;(2)
announces that SWA's territorial integrity ls gbsolute
and not negotiable;(3) relesses all political prisoners
including Tolvo and 'the many other leaders and
colleagues on Robben Island and elsewhere';(4) sets
aside the banning order spplicable to Mathanial
Maxuirili;(5) removes Proclasation 17 applicable
to Ovamboland;[6) permits all political exiles
to return without fear of arrest or victimization;
(7) commits itself to removing the police and the
army;(B) agrees that the talks take place under
internatiornal supervision and are aimed at the holding
of free elections also under internatiomral swpervislon.
(sWAPD has been consistent ir requesting these
particular conditions, and has in Ffact compromised
on a number of the above listed polnts in order to
attempt reaching a settlement with Soutn Africa. 1t
is important to note this shen 5A and the press talk
later of BWAPOs "mew demands' as "wrecking® the
settlement proposals etc.)
Coinciding with developments precesding the
constitutional, or "Turnhalle', conference to be held
if Windhosk in September, SWAPD's central committee

in Lusaka issued & "discussion psper on the Comstitution

of Independent Mamibia'. This document contalined
the first detailed proposals for an independent state
under SWAPD, although it did not specify a socio-

economic programme but confined itself to constitutional

mattera. The Press, when it recelved the document a
month later, made much of tha Fact t:l'm't‘. its tone was
'syrprisingly moderata', but in fact the proposals
were not inconsistent with any previous SWAPD policy
statements. Toe Future Namlbia is sean as an
independent, unitary and non-aligned state, committed
to parliamentary democracy, the entrenchment of human
rights, the rule of law and the eredication of recism
in all its forms. The peaper makes no mention of
guestions such a3 the nationalizstion of resources or

enterprises, but says that it will be For the future
governaent to decide whether the cownitiry's sconomy
should be capitalist or socialiak,

To some cbservers, the soderate torne of this
documant mada a mockery of the Fact that SWAPD was
to be barred from the 'constitutional conference’.
According to Dirk Mudge however, ths reason that
SWAPD was not to be represented was that the talks
wars :g be hald 'on an ethnic basis, not & political
ol " .

THE ELIF TION

THE assassination of Chief Philemon Elifas,

Chief Minister of Ovemboland, on 16 August 1575,
provided BWAPDs opponents with the perfect excuse
to take action against the movement's leadars. On

18 August a number of SWAPD officials ware abducted
from their Katatura homes by what the press describad
as "squads of Herero militia' = in fact Chief Kapuuo'so
vigilante group and mesbers of NUDO. Amorgst thoas
seized and handed over to the security police (after
they had besn manhandled For some tima) were Othnial
Kaskungs, SWAPOu organising secretary and publicity
officer, Axel Johannes, SWAPD secretary, and Aaron
Muchimba From the Youth League. MAn ottempt bto grab
-'EIAP'I:I chairman, David Meroro was wnsuctessful when

he locked himself inside a room. Meroro went into
hiding and subsequently Fled the country when (despite
his dernial that SWAPD had been responsible for Elifas’
assassination, or that he knew anything asbout it),

it was reported that police were bunting countrywide
for him. Merora, who claimed torture whilst being
detained for Ffive msonths in solitary conflnement in
1974, was described by the press as belng 'a shattered
mar' who had never recovered from the psychological
and other suffering he had undergone while in
detention.' ' (Maroro later gave an actount

of the alleged torturs whan he atddressed tha UN on
15 October.} As both SWAPOD chairman and a Herero,

ha was a prime target for Kapuuo's thugs, and his
decision to flee probably saved his 1ife, Later his
daughter had to request a court order protecting her
from MU0 Youth League members,

By the baginning of Geptesber at least nine
people had been detained under the Terroriss Act,
whilst about 19, Lacluding Sam Shivute, Skinny
Hilunduwa and Aeuben Hauwanga, or more, had besn
held in Ovasboland under Proclamation 17. Despite
repeated calls that the detainees be brought to trial
or released, most ware kept for months incommunicado
and subsequently released without any charges being
brought .

INCREASE IN GLER IVITY

DURING the latter half of 1975 there was a
considerable increase in BWAPO guerilla activity,
which was now no longer confined to the Northern
areas [Ovamboland and Kaprivi), but increasingly
within the so-called 'Police Zoma® = Bouth of
Grootfontein, The overthrow of the Portuguess
colonial regime in Angola by the WPLA forces
significantly favoured the strengthening of SWAPD's
position in that country, and in August SWAPD in
London Formally anncunced the existence of PLAN -

the Pecpla‘’s Liberation Army of NMamibia. The massive
expdus of Mamibians to both Angola and Zambis in the
previous two years had swelled the nusber of exiles
receiving both academic and guerilla training to

an estimated 3 000-2 500, and by 1976 at least 2 00O
guerillas wera fully trained and under arms. After a
series of border incidents during which several tribal

policemen and headmen were killed, the SA governmant
did two things which indicated that it perceived
guerills warfare on a classical pattarn to be
developing there: it started to create a buffer zone
along the border by forcibly ressttling thousands

af civilisns from the Kwanyama area, and secondly,
began to strike at EWAPD camps within Angola in so-
called "hot pursuit® operations.

The extent to which GWAPO guerillas had
infiltrated much Further south than Ovamboland only
becass evident when attacks begar to be sade within
tha so-called 'white' abeas of the territory, mainly
in the farming areas around Brootfontein, but also as
far south as Dkahandja. The fact that many of thess
intidents were concealed from the public, emerged



Mﬂltu:rniﬂmlnhrmmttnﬁhh
claimed that between July 1975 and April 1574 there
had besn 59 casss of 'terrorism’'. Most of thess had
not been reported in the press.

SMAPD members of the NNMC however, contlmued to
moka assurances that they were not protagonists of
violence. Tjongarero declared in Decerbar 1975
ﬂut'mrummliialp-ﬁ-fulﬂinnﬁnlmt
situation®. The position of SWAPD's extermal wing
however, contrasted with this; in January 1576 SWAPO's
platform at an International Legal Conference in
H.ur_u'ﬂ-_hnunnufnnruflih_-ﬂ-tlmmmt
- Bowth Africa®. The conference ended with a declaration
by SWAPD that South Africa would never willingly end
its pccupation of Namibia, and that the restoration
of fundesental human rights therefore depended on
armed struggle. [It is possible that SWAPD internal‘’s
insistence that its policy sas non=violmnt, was a
matter of expediency - that while sany of SWAPD's
leaders inside the country may have supported the aims
and methods of the external wing, they could not,
for obviows ressons, say so. However there have alas
besn very real differences - both personal and
ideological - between the teo wings, a fact which
was sometimes atbtributed to a lack of contact betwsen
i .

THE WUGHIMEA TERROAIGH TRAIAL
BUPPOAT for SEAPD, treditionally displayed at
trials of SEAPD sesbers, was once again witnessed
during the Terrorism Trial in which Aaron Mushimba,
Hendrik Shikongo, Andreas Mangola and three others
were charged with terroriss linked to the assassination
of Elifas. The trial began in Windhosk Supress
Court in December 1975, but was moved to Seskopmund
when hundreds of SEAPD supporters gathered outside
the courtroom and chanted freedom songs. The
demonstrations continued at Seakopmund howewer, with
police using dogs to disperse about 200 pecple when
tha trial reswwed on 17 F-In-\nrir. A South African
journalist, NMr Eric Abrahams, claismed that he was
assaulted by police during this incident.

Police intimidation of witnesses was also

claimed during the trial. The threa women ,

" M= Rauna Nambinga, Ws Nami Mombowa and Ms Anna

Mghiboud jwa were charged with ralsing money for

SWAPD. In order to procure sitnesaes, South African
troops had surrounded the Engela Hospital in Dwvamsbo
--dml:l.d ten nurses — ong of shom, s Eva Maudengl ,
gave the following evidence on behalf of the State.
Hhe said that the people who had fled Cvasbolord the
previpus yenr were "SEAPD soldiers who intended to
liberate Mamibia by force', and that certain women had
agreed to give shelter to underground gueerillas, and
collect money For their cavuse. In reply to the first
allegation, the defence submitted a memoreandus drasn
up by a mmbar of church groups on "Why People left
Dvasbs in 19M°. Aeasons incloded :

= the enforued carrying of ldentity cards bearing
Fingerprinta 'which ssde people Ffeel like criminals®;
- a constitution Forced on the people under which

they could be Flogged and tortured by means of an
electric current;

= glaims that recial amnd ethnic segregation was only
strictly applied againat blacks;

- the oppressive powera of the police ‘which caused
fear and hatred instead of respect®.

The counsal for the defence argued that to attribute
all the problems in Ovamboland to SWAPD [as the State
was attempting to do), was therefore 'grossly .
oversimplifylng matters"®, since according to the
memorandus, there was a great deal of dissatisfaction
among tha [(hasbo people. b

The State's reply was to subsit & list of "Fifty-=
nine Acts of Terror' cosmitted by SWAPD since July
1975, including the assassination of Elifas. On 12
May Mushimba and Shikongo were sentenced to death and
isses Mambinge and Ngihongiwm to 7 and § years
respectively. This case marked the first use of
the death penalty in Mamibia under SA's Terroriss Act.
A year later however, on 17 March 1977, Mushimbms
and Shikongo were acgultted after thelr appeal was
upheld in the Bloemfontein Supreme Court. It eserged
during the appeal case that br JA Gmit, from the
Firm of instructing attormeys, Lorentz and Bone, had
supplied confidential information about SWAPD to
the Securlty Police. This constituted a breach
of privilege betwesn attorney and cliemt, and the
case was subseguently reviewsd.

1976 WALVIGS BAY CONGRESS

THE fact that constant harassment of SWAPO in

the form of ud-t-'lul:i.i.'l'n:l1EI arnd banning ordera sould

hawve an effect on the organisation vis-é=-vis leadership

continuity, was evident at the Natlional Congress held

at Walvis Bay in May 1976 when none of the exsecutive

memhers =lected in 19:-'3” were able to attend.

Recognition of these leaders was reaffirmed by a

mokion giving the top executive positions to those

in exile, banned or in detention. Thase wersd

Sam Mujoma (president)

Meshak li.rycnf'u [vim-prﬁiht

David Maroro |(natiomal chairman] — all in exile;

Nathaniel Maxuirili [acting president) — banned and
restricted to Walwvis Bay;

Axel Johannes [secretary gemeral) - jailed for 12
months for refusing to give evidence in the
Swakopmund trial;

Aaron Mushimba - recently given the death sentence -
was elected treasurer.

New posts included:

Secretary for Foreign Affairs - Rev F Maholo;

Gecretary for Labour, Culture and Economic Affairs -
dJason Angula;

Gecretary for Transport - Frans Kambangula.

boniel Tjongarero was elected Secretary for Informsation
and Publicity.

The congress reaffirmed its support for a peaceful
struggle and challenged the 5A government to hold
glections under international supervision. At the
aame time, the Congress would not condemn alleged acts
of terrociam in the North, and neither could it spaak
for the external wing. ([At a press conference after
the Congress one SWAPD leader said that they ‘couldn’t
oppose or support the actions of the external wing
because we have no contact with th_".m] MNegotiations
with Pretoria however could never take place without
(This issue had also proved
contentiouws. MNaholo had sade a statement to the press
to the effect that the guestion of SWAPD exiles being
allowed to return before SEAPD would hold discussions
with Pretoria was ‘negotiable’. HEaskunga denied a
few days later that this was SWAPD policy, saying that
SWAPD would mever negotiate with Pretoria unless
exiles were allowed to return - ie that in no
glircimatances would the internal wing nepgotiate without

the external wing.

the external wing.)



The so—called 'External Wing' was in the meantime
reported o be in the throes of & major power struggle
,caused by dissatisfaction with the ieadership of

Bas Mujoma on the part of certain members of the
executive, viz Information Secretary Andresas Shipanga
and Labour Secretary Sclomon Mifisa. The origins of
the diswpute ssem to have been allegotions mades by
the silitary wing [Nanysmba) concerning conditieons
on the fl'cll'l‘ll:].il'_,. where guerlillas were said to be in
critically short supply of arms and food. Complaints
about conditions im the military casps were followed
by demands that SWAPO hold a party congress with new
glections for executive seats. The latter issus in
particular (is overdue elections) seems to have been
aaizred upon by imdlviduals wishing persocnally to
challenge Mujoma's leadership, notably Shipanga (who
was later accused of having recelved monay and an
entertainment allowance from B0SS). The Zambian
government in the meantime took into ‘protective
custody® 52 GWAPD dissidents, includimg Shipanga

and Mifima, whilst a mesting was convened by Nujoma
in Lusaka in an attempt to resolve the crisis.'”

The repercussions inside Namibia itself seem to have
been minimal: if anything, MNujoma's re-election at
the Walvis Congress implied a vote of confidence in
the existing leadership.

During the latter half of 1978, support for
SWAPD increassd dramatically throughout Mamibia and
particularly smongst population groups other than
the Ovembos., The decision by the Reheboth Volksparty
to disband and join El-l-PdEu was followed by & similar
decision by the leaders of an estimated 10 000 Nama-
speaking people in the Southern reglon. The groups
concerned were the Aoyal Hoachanas tribe, tha Witbools,
the Valgras Damaras and the Democratic Party of Namibia.
The reason for the massive swelling of GWAPQ"s ranks
at this time seems to have bean mainly the Turrhalle's
loss of credibility and impatisnce with the Westarn
initiative (Kissinger), but events in Angola and
Mocambigue certainly contributed toward the growing
support for SWAPO - which according to SWAPD now
stood at between B0-70% of tha country's total
(SWAPD/NNC would get B0% of the votes

population.

in a free election said Tjongarerc in Barch 1976.
In August 1980 former BOSS spy and foreign affairs
official Ivan Himmwlhoch said that S¥APO has 03%
support and that BA intelligence sourzes had
established this Figure.)

THE 1976 POLITICAL PROGAAMME

IN August, Y576, SWAPD's Central Committes in

Lusaka lssued a revissd Political Programsme based

on the "ideals and principles of scientifis socialiss'.
OWAPD's goals were described as the Following:

1. The.realiration of genuine and total independsnce

of Mamibia in the spheres of politics, economy,
defence, social and cultural affairs.

2, To combat all manifestations and tendencies of
tribaliss, regionalism, ethnic orientation and
racial discrimination in order to cement and
advance the struggle against colonialise and
imperialiss.

3. To wnite all Namibian people, particularly the
working class, the peasantry and progressive
intellectuals into & vanguard party capable of
safeguarding national independence ard the building
af 8 classless, nor-exploitative socisty based on
scientific socialist ideals and principles.

4, To sever all relations with the South African racist
regime wntil there is & democcratic goverrsent in
the country based on the principle of majority rule.

5. Economic reconskruction...siming at the satablishment
of a classless society.

Means to effect the above goals will imclude:

1. The abolition of all forms of exploitation of man
by man and the destructive spirit of individualism
and aggrandisement of wealth and powsr by
individuvala, groups or classes.

2. Bringing all the major means of production and
exchange into the hands of the people.

3. The creation of & national economy in which thare
is a proper balance between agriculture and
industrial development along the following lines:
=-tha establishment of a processing industry;
~comprehenaive agrarian reform aimed at giving

land to tha tillers;
=the establishment of pessants' or Farsers' co-
operatives or collectives)
=the establishment of state-gewned ranching and
crop Farms, aised at making Namibis & self=-
sufficient nationj
=the development of the skills, knowledge and
cultural creativity of the masses through free
and wvniversal education, literacy and teaZher
training prograsmes, and the expansicn of
technical, professional and health services etc.

#hilst this programme is phrased in socialist
terminology, it does not go into any detall on the
guestion oF ownership, and in this sense is more &

statemcat of SWAPD's aims than a concrete developeent
programme, The external wing later drew up a
‘national programma' which included the Following
principles:

a. There shall be Four types of cenership, viz state
oened; partially. state-gwned, co-cperative and
privatel y-omned enterprises;

b. Matural resources and the principal means of
tranaportation, communication, radio, past and
talecommunications etc, as well as the meana of
information and mass media will be owned by the
state or by the people's organisations or societies;

c. Private owership of property and seans of
production will be allowed only iF it ssrves the
interasts of the people and is useful to the
economic development of Namibisg

d. Whare privately cened enterprises already axist,
neaw agreements will be reached between the
government and these enterprises;

&. Private property (eg dwelling houses, saving
accounts) resulting from labour performed, or
Jjustly acquired, will bs inviolable;

f. Thera shall be land reform: those who acquired land
during colonial times [in whatever way) will be
required to enter into new agreaments defining
the terms by which tha land or parts thereof may
a8 ownedj

g. There will be & central bank and "pedple’s owned®
commercial, agricultural snd co-operative banks,
but no private or Forelgn owned banks, except for,
those alresdy existing which must enter into new
agresments with the governmant;

h., The government will work for the total elimination
of unesployment...a Falr salary and equal pay
for egual work, will guarantee pension and other
soclal henafits, and a system of payment according
to one's contribution...

i. Theres shall be trade wnion freedom to defend
workers' interests which shall participate in the
managemant of the country's economic sectors;

J. Schools will be state-owned as well as owned by e
co—operatives, trade wrions, religious groups and
other organisatioms... :

Thus while SWAPD inside the country at this stage
{1978) refused to commit itself to a Future socialist
or capitalist economy but declared that this lssuse
would have to be decided by the people, the sxternal
wing was clearly basing its political progremme along
the lines of a '‘socialist democracy'. At the same
time, the provision for some degree of private
enterprise meant that the system envisaged would be
guite flexible, and could hardly be described as
"Marxist'/'Communist' in the strict sense, but would
be closor to what has been called "African Scclalism®.
Later the internal wing began more openly to espouse
the cause of economic socialism (the Youth League




careful to emphasize that what is envisaged is not
a "Marxiat State". Dan Tjongarero said the following
when interviewsd in September 1978:

We are nelther Marxist nor Commmnist. We have
tomard socialism, particularly African

Gocial « But we are not dopmatic. Ours is

a pregmatic approach’ towmrds socialism which

woiild be Ffor the betterment of all the peoples

of Namibinm.

Asked to define African Soclalism, Tjongarero replised:

Examples are Tanzania and Algeria, particularly
thelr economic policies which indieate the kind
of ideology they follow. The motivating factor
for us 1s that we want to retain a percentage
of the profits flowing out of the country for
further development. In certain areas we would
thirk of nationalisation, For instance of the
-ursnium mine. In some other sectors of the

economy thae temdency would be to buy shares,

wu}:ritrdurudﬂrinﬂn-ﬁiquirﬂmtw,

in that way retain profits.

Although Tjongorero claims that ha is ‘politically
moderats®, subscribing to non-alignment, a multi-party
‘system and a ‘mixed economy' for Namibia, he also
says that Marxiss and democracy are ‘not necessarily
contredictory, but can be complimentary® - especially
as far as the concepts of "collective rights® and
‘worker control of the means of production® are
concerned. cven the concepts of 'the dictatorship
of the proletariat® and "vanguard party' are
democratic, he says, "because thay have the interests
of workers at heart.®' [T jongarero personally rejects
the athelstic features of Marxism however, as he ia
stromgly religious in his own beliefs. This is
ancther area where there is some difference; though
not irreconcilable, with some leasders outside the
country. These leaders would never deny however,
the important motivating role that religion has
played in the struggle and the recogrition that must
be accorded the church in the post independent state.)
Thus SHAPO is basically a socielist organisation,

., aya Tjiongarero, 'but in its real essence it is
nothing less than a mational movement harbouring a
mumber of different ideclogies within its renk and
file.*

The wview that SWAPD is prisarily a mationalist
organisation is substantiated by Article III of

-

EBWAPD"s constitution which describes the organization
as the Following:

BWAPD 15 a national liberation movement rallying
togathar. ..all fresdos-irspired sons and
daughters of the NMemibiesn people. It is the
organised political veanguard of the oppressed
and exploited psople of Memibia. Im Fulfillimg

its vanguard role, SWAPD organises, unites...
and lemds the broad masses of the working

Namibisn people in the struggle for national
and social liberation. It is thus the

expression and embodiment of mational unity,
of m whole paople wndlted and organised in

the struggle for total indeperdence and social
libaration.

The resson for SWAPD's widespread support is
thus not so msech because of its policies, ie
idenlogically based, as because it is perceived as
the only organisation that could liberate the country
from colonial rule. Tt is true however that SWAPD's
initial basls of support was amongst the (wambo
contract workers becauvse SWAPD promised an end to
the contract system, and that Further support for
the organisation derived from the Ffact that it opposed
the implementation of South Africa*s *Bantustan®
policies in Hemibia. In this sense support For
SWAPO was dua to the organisation's declared aims
and objectives, but these aims wers seen as
"nationalist® and antiscolonial, rather than "pro=
sorker' or "anti-cepitalist® ete. l

The fact that SWAPD's military wing receives
mors aid (in the form of goods and equipment) from
Eastern Bloc countries than from the West is often
cited as evidence of its "communist orlentation®,
but S5WAPD has repeatedly declared that the organisation
is mon—aligned and will take help fr:-qﬂfmr of fers
it. (In any case, as far as direct financial aid is
concerned, SWAP0 receives more ‘money® from the West -
tha irony is that this is then used to purchmse For
example, Aussian weapons.)

SWAPD spokesmen inside the country are emphatic
that HNamibia *will not be used as a tool in tfhn SUpPBT—
power Struggle” and that if the country has to be
gaen as lylng within one or other 'camp®, NMemibia
wrder SHAPOD "could well become a member of the British
[h-:-lumll:h'.zz However, disenchantment with the
Westarn group who are ssant bto be mediating betwesn

SA and SWAPD has rapidly increased, as it has "foalled
to bring about a transfer of power to the Namibian
people:, and has 'snabled the South African regime
to consolidate its hold over the territory, to
create puppet institutions amnd to undersine the
territorial integrity of 'ﬂibi-l'.m It is a fFalr
guess that SWAPD will insist on a non-aligned status
for Mamibia rather than inclusion in any Western
alliance.

THE YOUTH LEAGLE
SWAPD"s Youth League has been less compromising
on the question of what type of economic system

ghould follow Nemibisa®*s political 1m-:aﬂ

Comrades, the struggle « are saging is aimed at
doing away with the present capitalist-oriented
economy and to replace it with an economy which
will be geared towards catering fnr the neads
of tha masses of our people.

Articles in the publication "Ombure ya Nemibia' have-
argued the necessity of socialism, and seminars
organised by the Youth League have examined the
practical isplementation of socialist policies in a
Future independent Mamibim.

The Youth League sees its main role as being
that of politicisation and conscientisation of the
masses - this is the purpose behind public rallies -
as the youth of the country is seen as the "bearer of
the ideclogy of the revolution® .EE

A significant Feature of this ideclogy is that it i=s
specifically not anti-white. The philosophy of Black
Consclousness, still popular among a section of black
youth in South AfFrica, is spurned by SNAPT, who in a
way foreshadowed such thinking by always keaplng
mambarship of the organisation open to anyone who
supported its aima. This has included a few whites,
one of whom [Peter Manning) is now SWAPD information
secratary in London.

Anti-EWAPD propaganda has been effective in
presenting S¥AP0 to the white population as a group
of terrorists intent on killing all whites and
robbimg them of thelr property, but this picture isa
in sharp contraskt with that given by SWAPD members
'r.h-ull'u'm:Eﬁ




Durs is not a struggle of black againat white...
We are fighting against a SYSTEM of oppression.
(Secondary school pupil from central Namibia).

Let me make it gquite clear that our struggle

has never beesn against individual , minority white
settlers. It has been a system which denied our
people basic human rights. It is for that reason
‘that we took up arms in 1965 - in order to bring
about change in that repressive situations
Therefore, I want to assure the minority white
satklers in Mamibia that there will ba no guestion
of robbing individuals of their properties or
their belongings. We are fighting also for the
liberation of the whites.....(and) we would
welcome the whites who want to live in peace with
[V |

THE WOMEN'S LEAGUE
WOMEN have played a particularly isportant role
in the Namibian struggle, and recognition of this fact

led to the Formation of SWAPD's Women's League as

parly as 1969. That women had shown a particular
militancy since SWAPQ's earliest days, was a point made
- by Shipanga in an interview in 1573, when he

recalled a public rally in Walvis Bay in 19589:

We were spesking about petitioning the UM

to come to Mamibia. Just at the close of the
megting a woman came from a section of the crowd
where a nusber of women had been talking among
themsalves. She asked for the bullhorn. I
have only a short message', she said. ‘It seems
that the msen are only concerned with talking
about the United Mations. We say: let them
logk after the children and prepare food for
Just six or nine months and wa'll see quite
another solution to our problems in this
country” .

This critical message, sald Shipanga, had an
impact on the organisation, and led ta the involvement
of women im all aspects af the struggle, lncluding
the uii_l-.itu-:.-. There are now at least two women
field commanders on PLAN's Military Council (the
15 member Supreme Military body), as well as several
hundred trained women fighters, many of whom have
been irvolved in operations against the South Africen
forces.2! Inside Nemibia,
women give food, shelter and medical aid to SWAPD
combatants, hide weapons and amsunition, and fors
groups (often under the guise of sewing or church
groups) to plan future resistance.

The Women's League Lltself is sainly concerned

with the political education of Namibian women, and
has been particularly active in the central and
southern parts of the country. Seminars are held,
to which man are also invited, which Focus on the
‘dovble oppression’ of women under both colonialiss
and the traditional valuss which confine thes to
domestic duties. HMaterial drasn from the sxperiences
of women in Mocambique has been particularly useful
in this regard.

Generally, the aim of the Women's League has
been to show that the liberation of women is not
separate from the struggle for the total liberation

of Mamibiz, but is a Ffundamental part of that struggla.

The success of their l:ﬂ'l‘l:i.&l'l-l:iul‘.inﬂ. canpaigns is
born out by a8 remark made by Zephania Kasesta in
June 1977

A liberation of the country which doesn't alse
inclwde the liberation of women...is not a
liberation at all. When I, as a man, participate

in the liberation struggle of women, then I also
libarate myself .28

At GWAPD's national confersnce in March 1977,
Martha Ford, then chairperson of the Southern
Branch of SWAPD, was elected Secretary of the Womgn's
League [or Women's Council, as it came to be known).
A particularly active and militant SWAPOD leader,
Martha Ford was reported to have been detaimed ir

Angola after she left Mamibia in 1979, for reasons
which are difficult to ascertain.

1977 NATIONAL COMFERENCE
AT the 1977 Mational Conference, hald in

_Katatura, SWAPD's Mational Executive was enlarged in

accordance with the revised constitutional proposals
drawn up in February, 1977. These provided for a
greater measure of decentralisation of SWAPD
leadership, with the creation of new executive
portfolios as well a3 Regiomal Councils. These
measures were also designed to accommodate the groups
in the south which had recently joined SWAPD, the
latest being the Namibiam African Pepples' Democratic
Organisation (NAPDO), which in Movember, 1976,
bacame the seventh political party to Jjoin SWARQD,

(A month later an organisation comprising 17 00D

Herero royalists - the Association for the
Preservation of the Tjemuaha/Mereroc Foyal House,

in gpposition to Kapuuo - aligned itself with SWAPO.
The reason For this move was given as "the intensified
divicde and rule tectics by South M‘rii:n'. At this
stage, what remained of the MNC and NC merged to

form the NNF -'SWAPD hawving shscrbed half the

members of both organisations).

Amongst those appointed to new positions om the
SWAPD emecutive were Kaptein Hendrik Witbood .
(secretary for education and culture), Alexander
Gaomab, ex chairperson NAPDOD (secretary for
economic affairs), and Lucia Hamutenya (secretary for
legal affairs). Oaniel Tjongarero was appointed
vice chairman of the organisation, to replace
K Katamila who had left the country (this was new
policy), and M Thlabanello replaced Tjongarero
as secretary for publicity and information.
Mashilongo Tamipopl was elected secretary for the
Youth League. The rest of the sxecutive remained as
it was, with Nujoma president, Muyongo vice president,
and Maxuirili [whose banning order was renewed in
June ), chairsan,

Besides the executive, however, SWAPD leadership
structure now consisted of branches, districts and
regional councils. (An example of the role of
regional councils im the decentralisation process
would be the appointsent by each cowncil in the north,
south, esast and west, of, say, a secretary for
publicity and information, who would then assist
and be responsible to the national secretary for
publicity and information).

Meanwhile, it was reported im the press that
hundreds of schoolchildren in Dvasboland had been
"abducted’, ie Forcibly recruited, by GWAPD during
the past year; the latest incident being the
disappearance of 110 pupils From Dhanamulenge
Catholic Mission near Ombalantu on April 21, 1577,
EWAPD denied that it was its policy to "force
prople inmto the independence struggle' - in fact the
organisation had appealed to young peocple to stay in
the country - and salid the guestion should be posed
as to whether the puplls had not possibly requested



sssistance to leave. This in fact seemed to be the
case when 240 pupils from Bt Mary's Anglican Mission
in Odibo crosasd the border in February, 1978. Misaion
spokesmen denied that the students had bean abducted
or forced to lsave, and Anglican minister Ed Morrow
confirmed that the account he had received
contradicted the 'sbduction’ theory. MHe said that
students outsids the fence surrounding the misaion
had seen BWAPO soldiers and told them that they wanted
to leave for Angola.  SWAPO man then went into the
school and sald thay would take anyone who santed to
go. The pupils were said to have teken their leave
from the primary school principal before departing .29

A few months later 20 more pupils and thres
teachers left the school For Angola. Amongst them
was the misgion principal, Frank Bokborst, who sald
later that there had always been lots of support
for SWAPD at the school and confirmed that the
' departures had been voluntary - even though he himself
had "involuntarily® been taken along with them.

In & statement to the press after his release nine
months later, he sald that he had been *highly
impressed’ with the behaviour of SWAPD guerillas,

and that SHAPO.was 'a disciplined anc well controlled
mi.-tim'.m

Bupport for SWAPO guerillas wes evidenced at
the Terrorism Trial in Windhosk in May 1977, in which
Reuben Ilengala, Michasl Shikonge and Lazarus Guiteb
wares charged with infiltration and possession of
" Aussisn weapons. Hundreds of suppimkers packed the |
galleries of thes courtroom and marchsd Shrough the
strests of Windhosk giving power salutes and bearing
placards saying 'SA has no right to try Mamibisns',
‘The struggle continues' etc.

As "evidence' that BWAPD was & ‘communist
crganisation’, the head of BOSS, Col Ferreira, guoted
from the document lssved by BWAPD in Lusaka in 1576
which declared that BWAPD's aims were "to unite all
 Kamibian peocple...in a vanguard party capsble of
safeguarding national independence and of building up
8 classless; non-exploitative scciety based on the
principlss of scientific socialism’'., The thres men

ware convictsd snd sentenced to 12,8 and 5 ysars .
imprisorment (the State asked for the death sentence).
Passing sentence, Justice Btrydom sald that the men
had trensgressed 'because they had besn membars of
EWAPD'. He said that SWAPD was a ‘legal political
organisation with illegal -.i.n'.m

(At this stage it was estimated that the number
of Mamibians in sxile say be as many as 40 000 (LN
figure), at least 10 00D of whom had besn trained
as guerillas. According to Muyongo, there were 15 000
in Angola and many more in Zambia and elsswhere.)
Howsver, SWAPO contipued to declare itself prepared
to participata in ‘fres and fair' slections. The
Westarn plan was thus far unacceptable though,
becausa 1t did mot comply with UN Resolution 385
concarning BA's withdrawal from the territory. As
Tjongarsro put it: SWAPD would not send Nemibians to
the polls 'with guns in thalr backs' - "the South
African army is an occupation force, not a defence
forca" .

TURNHALLE 'S 'OVAMBO CAMPATEN"

THE Turnhalle group was in the mean time making
plans for a 10 day campaign in Ovamboland consisting
of 12 mestings starting in the operational arsa. The
announcemant met with sxtrems anger from SWAPD (who
had been prohibitéd under -Proclamation 17 from holding
s, public mesting in Ovambo for five years), and they
demanded that the emergency regulations spply to the
Turnhalle a8 & political group, or else that SWAPD

be given permission to hold similar meetings.
Continued requests to hold & meeting met with no
reply from the suthorities however, so SWAPD procesded
with plans to hold a mesting at Oshakati on 5 October.
(Permission was later given, but under stringent
conditiona = 2 £ill Eu- only, no weapons, no speeches
undermining law and order or ‘promoting violsnce® ‘ete.)
A newspaper report, haaded "1 D00 clenched Fists

at SEAPD Oshakati mesting' described the rally as
follows:

More than 1 000 Black Poser-saluting men gathered
in Oshakati on Sunday at BWAPD's first meeting' .
in war=torn Ovamboland since 1972. It marked tha
start of a concerted campaign planned by SWAPD

in the restricted border aresas of SWA as the
territory moves haltingly towards one—man-one-
vote elsctions.

The cry "Victory is ours' was grested with
a ssa of clenched Flata and chants of "Ona
Namibis = one nation’'. ’

«+A Ffew policemsn in camcuflage unifors
kept watch with binoculars on top of a nesarby
watertowar while a large contingent of men from
the Ovambo Battallion stood by in the town of
Oshakati .

Howevar, the four huur mesting ended without
any incidents. Nr Moganedi Thlabanello, SWAPD's
publicity secretary, accused thes SA government
and the Five Western nations of complicity in
kesping SA troops in SWA to healp UNITA rebals

fight in Angola.

Mr Thlabansllo said he had it on good
authority that ‘BA refused to withdraw her troops
from S5WA because they were busy training and
arming UNITA forces in Angola. 'Suddenly
UNITA is a Factor in southern Angola. Thay have
manpowar, weapons and striking force,®

He said that BA was attempting to create a
buffer zone in southern Angola with tha halp of
UNITA forces. This would isolate SWA from the
"so-called Marxist' WFLA governsant in an effort
to stop SWAPD infiltration.

« o sChanting BNAPD slogans and singing freedom
songs,; the crowd paid tribute to Herman Tolvo je
Toivo; BWAPD Fighters operating in the area; end
ths children who hﬂlﬁlﬂ: the country to continue
_the armed struggle.’

If SWAPO mestings took place without any nlﬂ'i"' -
incidents, the Turnhalle mestings did not. The Rand
Daily Mail reported on 20 August 1977 claiss made
by the local population concerning misconduct by the
BA security forces, including the killing of 18
civilisns, at a Turnhalle mesting in Ovambo. At
ancther mesting, SWAPD staged a walkout, leaving &
third of the audience who procesded to deride the
SpEmkKars. .

Further incidents of viclence took place whan DTA
supportars and riot police attespted to disrupt SWAPO
mestings - first at SWAPO's 'Nemibia Day' celsbrations
on 26 August, when a group of 100 'Hereros’ armed with
sticks and clubs attacked SWAPD members and civilians,
killing one person and injuring many others. ([Thess
were later found to have been NUDD members.) At
another GWAPOD meeting in Eastern Caprivi (Katime Mulile)
a group of 40 OTA supporters attempted to disrupt the
procesdings, followsd by riot police intsrvention with
teargas atc. BGWAPD declared that it was 'a lie' that
they were allowed to campaign fresly, and accused the




BA government of trying to create a civil war situation
in SWA to Justify its military presence.

In the meantima, SWAPO's Central Committes held its
annual conference in Luanda at the end of Septembar,

to 'discuss the political u.n:l military guestions of
armed struggle and map out new tactics’. The Committes
noted that the diplomatic initiative of the Fi\:l
Western membera of the Security Cowncil '"has not
changed anything, but the balkanization of the
tarritory continues unabated, as do arrests, detentions,
trials and executions'. SA's vielation of Namibia's
tarritorial integrity (Walvis Bay) was also noted, as
wall as the fact that 5A was developing muclear weapons
and was using a testing site in the Kalahari.

EWAPD's stand therefore was that a negotlated
settlement was only posaible on the basis of the
withdrawal of SA's armed Forces, of which there ware
an estimated 50 000 .

MORE DETENTIONS

AT tha end of 1977, Proclamation 17 was replaced

by Diatrict Becurity Legislation, notably AG 9, which

forbade people from entering certaln areas and made

provision for the detention of people For up te 96

hours, after which permission had to be sought from

the Adainistrator-General (Stayn). Geven msembers

of the SWAPD executive were immediately detained

under the provisions of this legislation, including

T jongarero, Hautikulipi, Charlea Sihani, Geoffrey

Maezi, Simon Hiskia, and Bernadus Petrus. Whilst

he was in detentlion, security police produced a letter

* signed by Tjongarero in which he dengunced ‘SWAPO

viplence' and resigned as deputy chairman. Police

claimed that Tjongarero had been shocked into drafting

the letter whan he had besn taken to see the victims

of landmine explosions. After his release however,

T jongarero repudiated the letter, claiming that he had

been threatened by security police until he signed

the document. He sald that the police had .'nn'ﬂu:-d:

a state of disorientation by way of discomfort,

merace, threats and unrelenting intimidation', kesping

him standing For hours and ln solitary confinement.
During this time, nine people submitted affidavits

before the Windhosk Supreme Court claiming that they
had been tortured by means of electric shocks while

in custody. An application for an order restraining
thae Bouth African police from assaulting Youlth Leaguer
Barnadus Petrus (21), brought by his father who claimed
that his son had been assaulted and tortured by means
of electric shocks, was however dismissed by the Court
on the grounds that it was not urgent. The application
was supported with over 100 pages of affidavits ln
which 13 detainees claimed they had been tortured, nine
of them with glectric shocks to the body, including

tha genitalia. Five photographs were submitted

which showed the results af electric shock treatment

to the legs and genitalia of Mr Reinhold Ipinge. The
application cited the Minister of Police, Mr JT Kruger
and Col WF Schoon as the respondents,
later, in February 1978, the applicant (Mr

F-tnu} was granted leava to appsal against the
judgement dismissing his urgent application...

Durimg 1978, eattempts to discredit SWAPD in the
5A medis reached an unprecedented level. In one
particular incident, an BABC interview with Sam Mujoma
was edited in such a =ay as to make it appear that
Hujosa planned to seize power in Namibla repgardless of
alections or majority rule. Nujoma was widely quoted
in S5A and Windhosk newspapers as saylng

Two months

The guestion of majorlity rule is out., We are
not aven Fighting for majority rule. We are
Fighting to selze power in Namibia for the
penefit of the NMamibian people. We are
revolutionaries, not counter-revolutionaries.
You can talk to Kspuuvo, Kerina and all those
reactiomaries about Majority rule, but mot to
SWAPD.

(In fact MNujoma was guoted completely out of context,
since the previous remarks of the interviewer [CLiff
Saunders) were omitted from the broadcast. The
*majority rule' being spoken about was in fact that
envisaged by tha BA goverrment under the ethnically-
based Turnhalle plan, which Nujoma on behalf of SWAPD
was perfectly entitled to reject.) Other attempts
to discredic SWAPQD included the issulng of false SWAPD
publications, either fake editions of "Ombuze ya
Mamibia' or &lsa purporting to be drewn up by PLAN
or the exterral wing. In March 1978 BA claimed to
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have discoversd secret military plans (the so-called
"Mongolia Document') to 'seize Mamibim by force'

wbc. SWAPD denisd that this was an authentic document,
saying that this and other examples of "cheap
propaganda’ against SWAPD were being planted in erder
to 'lay the pesychologicel ground for an internal .
sattlemant"' .

CASSTNGA AND AFTER
THE fact that GWAPD was more interested in an
internationally acceptable lﬂlutlﬂi;-ﬂ'l- was SA,
becams mors and more obvious as SWAPD prepared to
make certain concessions (eg regarding the number
of B4 troops to remain in the country during an
election period), while BA continued both its military
offensiva in southern Angola, as well as its repressive
activities inside Namibia. On May 4, 1978, BA forces
launched an attack om a SWAPD refugee camp near the
town of Cassinga, 200 ka from the Angolan border,
killing nearly 800 refugees, sainly women and children.
The 5A version of the attack was they had destroyed a
SWAPD military base [code-named ‘Moscow') and selzed
a rumber of 'secret documents', "terror plans' etec,
but photographs taken by a number of intematlional
news agenciss of & mass grave at Cassinga show that
those killed (582) were refugees. *
Meanwhile the assassination of Chief Clemens
Kapuuo on 27 March led to the arrests of at lesast 42
SWAPD members under section & of the Terrorism Act,
in the following two wesks. Twenty were released after
interrogation (in what police described as ‘routine’
procedurs), but by the end of April ancther 15,
including senicr members of the SWAPD executive,
had baen detained under a new security law, A=G 26.
Among them were Festus Naholo, Jason Angula and Frans
Kambangula, as well as several others who had
participated in a celebration of Victor Mkandi's
relesass. (Mkandi was acquitted in May 1978 after more
than two years' detention on charges of murder and

terrorist activities.)

At the end of May 1978, Shipanga and 18 others
were released from detention in Tanzania. Shipanga
was then Fformally expelled from SWAPOD For having
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plotted to overthrow Nujoma, as well as for
‘sisappropriating party funds'. He ismediately
announced his intention of returning to Namibis and
forming a new party - ‘SWAPO-0Dsmocrats’, called
SWAPO-D. Shipanga also called on Vorster to relesse
Tolva and othar political priscrners, as SWAPO had
now released its ‘political priscners'. (Shipanga
subsequantly sought permission to visit ja Tolve

on Aobben Island in order to parsuade him to consider
joining SWAPD-D, but he was unsuccessful.)

THE °* ' ELECTIONS
IN June 1978, the SA goverrment began its camspaign

to register voters for the forthcoming 'independence’
slections. The press reported that sven at the start
of the campaign thers wera ‘sipna of resistance’

from the local population, with leaflets urging

paople not to reglster appearing in Grootfontedn,
Tsumeb and Walvis Bay.® -

' The DTA had in the meantime been conducting

its recruitment drive with tha help of alrtreansport
and other gifts from *unidentifisd donors®, as well

as from more obvious sources. Thase gifts included
Dakota asroplanss [plus pilots and fuel and maintenance
costa ], bullat proof cars, and tha Financial assistance
necessary to buy voters' support by whatever means -
‘whathar by supplying large amounts of food end drink
st DTA ralliss, or by buying out newspapers (Die
Algemsine Zeitung and tha Advertiser). As the
ragistration of votars campalgn procesded, evidance

of BA goverrment/DTA intimidation became more cbvious:
patients at mission hospitals in tha north were told
that if they did not take DTA cards they would not be
traated, employars forced workers to reglister or

slse loss their wages or their jobs, pecple in the
north without voter registration cards werse
prevented from travelling south for employsent etc.
Morapver, not only were people forced to reglster,

but there was also svidence of both the illegal
registration of voters and the registration of

illegal voters. In the Ffirst case, the names of
residents in eg Katatura were token under false
pretences, viz 'for census purposes', and then

registered, and other names were taken from graveyards.
In the second case, llwumiﬂhﬂmm
were registered as voters although they wers not
aligible...all this so that by the end of Novembar,

BA could claim a 53% voter registration.

Bteps taken to prevent SWAPD from campaigning
iq.nnﬂlfullr agauinat the election included the arrest
of 70 GWAPD msembers at the start of the election, and
their release only after SA had claimed & 78% poll in
favour of the DTA. (87 in some reports.) Declaring
that this result was a 'fraud’, SWAPD challenged the
OTA to repsat its "succesa’ in a UN supsrvised I.'I..ﬁ..‘.l:i.ﬂ'li
but tha only responss to this request was a thinly-
veiled threat to ban GWAPD, as well as several death
threats againat the organisation‘s leaders.

FURTHER ACTION AGAINST SWAPD

DUATNE 1979, action againat the intearnal wing of

EWAPO under new security laws (giving the Administrator-

Ganaral the power to deport people and to keep

datainees for 30 days without charges), reached the

point whera SWAPO virtually becass a leaderless

movemant. On 8 May, tha SWAPD offices in Windhoalk

warea ransacked and extensively damaged by what the

press described as ‘politically motivated thugs',

later identified as a right-wing Afriksans group callsd

*‘Die Witwesrstandbewsging' (White Resistance Movement).

After continued death threats to SWAPD office workers

as well as the arrest of 50 members during May,

Tjongarero decided to close SWAPD's Mational Head-

gquarters and disband the Mational Executive, because

'I can't take declsions on my own'. GWAPD branch

offices would remain open though, in what Tjongarero

described as "a scrapping of buresucracy and becoming

a purs psople‘'s movement®. Tjongareroc was subsequantly

sacked as deputy mational chalrman by the sxternal

wing (in Septsmbar), but he declared that ha had

no intention of giving up his SWAPD wmesbership.
Mokganedi Thlabanello and Lucia Hamutenya left

the country after they were released from detention

in July-fuwgust, and GWAPD'a offices were only re-

opened in March 1980, (Efforts to re-open

in them in October 1579 were shortlived when Youth

League secretary Kanjors and others wera detained.)
.El'-flrl.'l. SWAP]) mesbers released from detention have

besn banned to certailn districts with severe
restrictions put on their movements, whilst others
have fled the country having given up the long struggle
to operate within the territory ms a peaceful political
organisation.

Nevertheless, the organisational framework
continues to exist in all districts, rural and urban,
and grassroots support for SWAPD is probably at least
on the scale of that snjoyed by ZANU in Zimbsbwe [who
won S6% of the popular vote in the March 1980 slections )

It is SA‘s awarensss of this fact that probably
accounts, more then anything, for its stalling on the
independence negotiations, and it is SWAPD's similar
awareness (of overwhelming support for the organisation)
that makes for its continued willingness to stand thae
test of internationally supervissd elections.

Sus Cullinan
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INANDA SUPPORT
GROUP REPORT

What follows was prepared by the Inanda Support
GBroup (ISG), and represents a preliminary analysis.
The analysis should be sesn in the context of the
article on Inanda which appeared in Work In Progress
20, October 1981,

The aims and objects of the Inanda Support
Group are as follows:
1. There is a great deal of confusion-over the future

. of the Inanda area and the people who live thers. To

aggravate matters, the repressntatives of the wvast
ma jority of Inanda residents are not belng comsul ted
in any way about lssues which directly affect thair
livas.

‘2, The Inanda Support Committes has been formed by

residents and non-residents of Inanda in specific
respongs to the threat of state eviction of residents.

3. Tha committes doe= not purport to act on behalf of
any particular group or groups of people in Imanda but
is an attempt to provide am extermal support structurse
to act wherever possible in support of those who Face
forced removal from Inanda.

4, The cosmittes has two basic functions: to gather
rasearch and inforsation, and to act as a pressure

1} Gathering research and information:

a] Orne of the greatest needs is to gather as much
infarmation as possible on the state's plans for the
future of the Inanda reglon;

(b) Pending the confirmation of development plans, the
coamittes undertakes to monitor the sitwation in
Inanda (eg removals);

(c) Events such as court cases related to eviction
motices, atc, will also be monitored;

(d) The intention is that the findings of such
research are conveyed to organisations and individuals
within Inanda who aim to represent the majority of
Inanda pecple [this would mean primarily tenants).

[‘.Li.] Acting as a pressure group:

a) To keep the plight of Imanda residents well
publicised by liaising with the press, Members of
Parlismant, atc;

{(b) To create awareness and support among the general
public about Inandaj :

(e] In order to clarify matters, to lialse with
provincial and local authorities, =tc.

5. The comalttes regards 1t as a priority to
gstablish rapport with community groups from within
Inanda in ordar that the work done by the support
commlttes complements that belng done by such groups
inside Inanda.
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&: The community can be strengthened in its position
vis-a-vis the suthorities only iFf its own resources
(leadership, etc) are relied upon more, and the
dependence upon ‘outsiders' to 'do something' is
lessanad .

7. The support commitbes nesds to be in a position
to respond for calls for support From cosmunity
groups within Inanda, 1F such calls are sade.

UNTIL the recent prosscution of some residents of
Released Arsa (AA) 33 under the Development Trust
and Land Act of 1535, the ares had been accorded de
facto recognition as part of the Durban Betropollitan
Arsa (DMA). Following the typhoid epidemic in 1980,
the Department of Co—operation and Developsent (CAD),
started a site and service schemss on lend owned by
the South Africen Development Trust (SADT). This
schema, now known as Inanda New Town, houses
approximately 25 000 pecple and constitutes official
recognition of Inanda as an urban area within the DA,
Fiped water to stands, pit latrines, a refuse
restval service and graded roads have bsen provided
by CAD. People have been allowed to build shacks
(mjondolos) which they are then sncouraged to upgrade
over tise. Further evidence of CAD's recognition of
Inanda as an urban area 1s the Ffact that CAD
commissioned professional consultants to prepare a
structure plan for the development of the greater
Inanda area (including RA 33) as a town. CAD
officials, the Chief Commissioner, R Blumrick, the
Varulas Commissioner, du Randt, sat on an advisory
committes to the structure plan team. The structure
plan advocates the acceptance of the squatters in RA
23 and .argues that their settlements should be
upgraded., Tha authorities have sccepted the report.
For example, CAD deputy minister Morrisson; in
a spaech to parliament on April 22, 1982, stated that
nona of the presant Sguatters would be moved, and
that only "new' sguatters would be moved., He indicated
that it was the intention of CAD to upur-fli the area.
He alsc recognised that RA 33 supplies the DMA's
industry and commserce with a significant portiom of
its labour force (see Hansard, April 22, 1982,
col 5133 - 5136).



page 44

The majority of the residents are of long
standing [+ 10 years); those who have soved to
AA 33 from urban arsas within the setropolitan ares
have done =0 because of owercroeding in the Forsal
townships resulting from insufficient housing
provision by the goverrment. People who are
prosecuted ‘and evicted will therefors meraly find
another site within the metropolitan area on which
they can build their house, :rrmtj'nh_-hl:u.rm-.

By removing people from Inanda, AA 33, the authorities
will not polve what they ses as the *squatter
problem’. They will merely transfer the 'problem’
to somswhearea alse within the DUA, shere presusably
the sguatters will once again be prosecuted,
evicted and remsowed.

It should be noted that the suthoritiss have
resorted to the Developsent Trust and Land Act of
‘1936 in order to remove the residents of Inands.
This legislation was intended to control settlesent
in tha relssaed areas, shich sere rural at the tise.
Initially, in 1981, the Prevention of Illegal
Squatting Act was used against RA 33 residents.
However, section 1(a) of the Act permits people to
live on land with the permission of the landosnar.
This is the casa in AA 33, where the land is held
under freshold title by african and indian land-
ownara. They have given permission to the
squatters to live on their properties. Following the
outbresks of cholers and typhoid, the Commissioner
in Verulas threatened landowners, particularly
indian landownera, with prosecutlion unless they
provided adeguate water and ssnitation sarvices
to their tenants, or falling this, evicted them.

Bince CAD had not put in any of the bulk main
1nfrutn=t:n,1l;m1ttlr'lunmttl-1-dlwdl
millions of rends to do so. This sas an cbvious
ploy by the suthorities to hide behind the backs
of the landoensrs, and for thes to be ssen to be
*responsible for evictions. However, this strategy
falled because african larndowners ignored the
thremt, as did the terants on indigpn—owned land.
The indian landlords are in & more vulnerable posdtlon
since CAD, through the SADT, has threatened to buy

up their land. They, therefore, sere under greater

pressure to lssue eviction notices to thelr terants,
which some did - and which were mostly ignored since
the people had nowhere to sove to.

A new tactic has been adopted by the Verulams
Commisioner's office. They had pressurised an indian
landowner into collecting all the names and reference
book mmbers of his teants. Thae IG6 believes that
the Commissioner will try to use these to deterwine
who is employed /unesployed, and then evict the
unamployed. This tactic would be designed to divide.
the community, and further destabilise it. Evidence

of the Comsmissioner's attitude is contained in a
latter, dated 11 arch, 1282, to the lawyers of some
Nhlungeane residents:

The employment position [of Mhlungwane residents
faced with eviction) is no concern of mine at all,
as svery parson in reglstered employsent
assured the labour officer, Durban, that he/she
has approved accommodation in either Ksalashu
ond Ntuzuse or the other residential areas such
a5 Umlazi, Chesterville, Lesontvilles and the
hostels. These people sust return to such
approved accosmodation described above or that
which was assured them by the employer on his
premises and return their families to the areas
whara they were not unlasTully squatting.
Failing this, I will have to complain to the
authority that they are sguatting in my arsa
and this could result in hardship.

It is this Grouwp's belisf that the strategy
and tactica of the suthorities are delibarately
designed to create recial tension and to divide the
comsunity against 1tself.

However, since the strategy has failed, the
Commisipner's office has resorted to using the
Development Trust and Land Act. At the same ties the
whole plcture has besn obscured and confused by
authorities taking different public stantds on tha
right of the residents of RAA 33 to remain in the area.
From a reading of deputy minister Morrisson's
statement in parliament, 22 April, 1982, it is
clear that ha means that only people who
move into AA 33 after that date will be regarded as
illegal residents, and, tharefore, prosecuted and
removed. Yet, the legal document makes 1t clear
that thg Commissioner at Verulam, Mr du Randt, has

embarked on a programss of evicting all persona who
are illegally resident in AA 33 in terms of the
Development Trust and Land Act of 1935. What follows
is a guote from a document, prepared by the Durban LAC.

In December 198171 an unknown rumbar of residents
of an area knpwn as Nhlungwana within the
trust—pwned land, had rasbers chalked on the
doors of their houses by officials from the
Department of Co-operation and Development .

No reason or esxplanation sas given.

On 22 January, 1582 18 of these pesople ware
arrested, jalled and those who could afford
bail were released pending a court hearing in
February 1982,

On 9 February 1982 the Tirst sccused pleaded not
guilty to charges in tems of Section 1 of the
Prevention of Illegal Squatting Act, 52 of 1951,
He alleged that land upon which ha lived was
sold to him by an elderly Black man who hald
himself out as the owner of the land.. Ha
asccordingly ‘purchased' the land in good falth
and had no knowledge of its oenership by the
Developmant Trust. He had legal represesntation
and was acqguitted on the basis of lack of wilful
intention to commit a crime. The resainder of
the cases ware postponsd wuntil 19 Hay 1962,

The comisioner for the Verulam ares Mr B du
Randt then instructed agents to serve eviction
notices on residents in the area concerned.
288 notices were issued and 1 April 1962 was
given as a deadline date for valuntary remscwal,
failing which desolition would take place.

A temporary reprieve in respect of these
svictions was granted by the Verulas cosmisioner
following an admission made by Departsent
afficials in Caps Tosn that the lasulng of thae
notices was a misunderstanding. (See Sunday
Tribune article, 4 April 1962 ). Following this
incident the Assistant bir P Webbar stated in
public that only persons who entered onto trubst
pened land after the date of its purchase trom
an Indian landowner, would be prosecuted i.e.
June 1983, He also advised residents that each
proposad eviction would be investigated on its
merits. The Chief Comsisioner for Hatal Hr R
Blumrick has also stated ([telex to Sunday
Tribunae 2 April 1“] that only persons who
arrived after the purchase by the trust wowld
ba prosecuted. Both the Chief Commlssioner
and the Verulas Cosmissioner have stated that
the eviction of 1llegals would continus
despite prior undertakings to stay evictions -
in fact the reprieve or stay or eviction is

not pressntly acknowledged by the Verulam
commissionar. Certain of the sguatters in

the Mhlungwana area who are currently baing
prosecuted arrived in the area sany years
before June 1981, Further prosscutlons have




occurred “in the past weeks = on 23 April
spproximately 23 persons resident on privately
gwned [Indian) land within the released area
were arrested and imprisoned on charges in

teras of Section 26(1)(b) of the Development
Trust and Land Act of 1536. Ball was granted
and the accused appeared in court on \erulam

an & May 1982. None of the accused had

recaeived charge shesets prior to thelr appearance
and the charge sheets were drafted at approximately
B:45 on the sorming of the hearing. A magistrate
had béen arranged specially for the hearing, in
normal circumstances he 1s a Commlissioner in
Pinetown. Legal representatives applied for

a remand which was granted, until 10 June 1982,

The landowner of the property in question
charged under Section 26(1){b) of the same Act
and also appeared on the sese day. The cass
was remanded until 10 June 1962,

From discusalons with the comaissioner at
Verulam Mr du Randt, his assistant Mr Webber,
and Mr Engelbrecht, an additioral commissioner,
it is clear that there is little appreciation
of the implication of the eviction of 5&6% of
illegal sguatters in the arsa. Mr Du Randt
stated when asked where he expected people to go
upon bedng evicted that it was not incumbent
upon him as commissioner for Verulss to cater
for people not legally resident in this area.
He expressed.the view that the men were hostel-
dwellers Ffrom Durban and that tha women and
children were from the rural areas of KwaZulu
and had illegally joined their menfolk in
contravention of the influx-control laws. Mr °
Engelbrecht denied that the majority of tha
people comprised the overflow from townships
1likes EwaMashu and Ntuzuma and also was of the
view that the vast majority of the illegals in
Inanda had Families and farms to return to

in EwaZulu rural aress. He appealed to the
accuseds’ legal representative not to inform
the press of proposed evictlons and court
hearings, as the adverse publicity had the effect
of delaying matters and creating an awareness
among other residents. He stated that the
intention of the commissioner was to secure
efficient eviction and demolition, and to
transport people so affected by bus and truck
tc the areas Ffrom whence thay allegedly came.

By Du Aandt's own admission illegals constitute
S6% of the population. Just how many pecple this
involves, would vary according to which population
eskimate is correct. ODeputy minister Morrisson
spoke of 300 DD0 sguatters in his speech to
parlisment. Urban Foundation estimates put the
figure at 100 000 - 120 0O0. What is interesting
to note, however, is that in May, 1990, a survey by
the Port Matsl Administration Board, estimated the

population of RA 33 to be 58 000. On the other hand,
Urban Foundation estimates, based on dwelling counts
from asrial photographa of Novesbar, 1979, arrived at
a8 000.

If ore is to belleve the auvthorlities, then thare
has beEn A m increase in the population of RA 33 in
two years., This would balster the deputy minister's
argument that ‘pecple were streaming in by the
thousand® (Daily Mews, 23.04.82). This Group rejects
the official population estimate as spuricus and
imaccurate, a3 one designed to give a false picture
of the situation in RA 33, and thus enable the
authorities to argue that prosecutions, evictions
and removals are necessary.

The actions and statesents of the commlssloner's
of fice, with respect to lands purchased by the SADT,
are similarly contradictory. First, Du Randt
issued eviction notices to the residents on the
SADT lands. Second, the chief commissioner
announced these ware a mistaks. Third, the
assistant cosmissioner stated that only those who
moved onto the land after June, 1981, would ba
prosecuted. Fourth; prosscutions against the
residents are proceeding, whether thay were on the
land before or after June, 15981,

This Group believes that the public statements
by the authorities have been designed to mask the
real intention of wholesale evictions and removals
of the residents of AA 33, Further, it endorses
the statement in the legal documents that ‘the
comnissioners responsible for the administration of
the ares....embarked on a policy of destabilisation
gf 1llegal resident...’

The strategy of the commissioners and CAD
becomes clearar, when an analysis of the whole water
issue 1= mads.

In June, 1979, the lUrban Foundation produced a
report and plan for the installation of piped water
supply to RA 33. This would cost R1,B-m as at 1580.
The report alsa investigated altermative methods
of supplying water, such as by mobile water tankers,
but rejected these. For example; concerning the water
tarkers, it concluded that:

This system holds no hopa for improving the
present sltuation in respect of increasing the
per capita water supply. It would without doubt
create major oparational problems...and would
create an ideal sitwation for exploltation

and corruption (see Inanda Water Supply document,
June, 1979:5).

In 1980 & typhold epidemic broke ocut in RA 33.
A number of authorities and interested parties
(excluding community representatives) established a
committes in March to tackle the water problem,
Represented, at a seating on 15 March, were the
Matal Provincial Administration, the Urban Foundation,
Fort Natal Administration Board, the Durban City
Enginger's Department, PUTCD, the Department of
Water Affairs, the Department of Co-operation and
Development, the Cosmisiorer's office, and the SADF.

An emergency tanker service, operated by the
Department of Water Affairs and the SADF, was
initiated on Monday, 17 March. Within weslks,

23 distribution points had been established. Costs
were running at AR 400 per wesk. Meanwhile, the
Urban Fourndation, the Department of Watsr Affairs
and the Umgeni Water Board all proposed that m
piped water supply be installed as a long-term
MEAEUrE .

The Umgenl Water Board had studied tha Urban
Foundation report, and had concluded that 1t was
‘feasible and could be implemented by the Usgeni
Water Board' - and that the schess would provide
the residents of AA X3 with 'an assured portable
water supply’ at & "lower unit cost of water®.
However, the Board noted that 'before it could
undertake the above proposals the Umgeni Water Board
would réquire an agresment by exchange of letters
with the Local Authority or Goverrment Department
responsible for the area’ (ses letter from the
IWE chairman te the Urban Foundation, 5 Jume, 1980].

At that tima it had not been established which
the 'Goverrment Department responsible’ w=as. It
was only after the March, 1980, crisis that the
CAD mccepted that it was responsible for the area.
It than took over the tanker supply system, reducing
the number of distribution points to seven (Daily
News, 04.06.81), and has operated ever since at a



cost to date which exceeds that of the orlginal
I'Hl:]..-.tl of installing a permansnt sater :q:p.'!-_.r
(Surday Tribune, 13.12.81; Daily News, 05.12.81).

However, on one occasion, October, 1981, the Department

stopped supplying water to AA 33. As a result of the
public outcry which followed, the Department
‘reconaidered® its action and resumed the supply.

Shortly thersafter, the Department began to
threaten the indian landlords to install a water
supply or evict thedr tenants.

In tha 1982 budget money was made available For
the installation of a bulk main reticulated water
supply system and standpipes For RA 33. Whilst the
I86 is not in possassion of clemr inforsation, our
information does indicate that the following ewvents
occurred: The technical divisionof CAD brisfed
engineering consultants to install the water system;
the consultents designed & system with standpipes
which would make avallable clean sater to all RA A3
‘residents; that the consultants planned to put
standplpes on private land; and that the First stand-
pipes would be operational by June, 1982, However,
it sppanrs that the Chief Commissioner sas unaware
of these intentlons and will only allow bulk water
mains to be installed along the public rosd ressrve
and that mo standpipes will be put in until next
yBar.

The picture is, therefore, somewhat confusing.
On the ore, hand, the authorities appesar bto recogniss
the permanency of the sguatters, and intend supplying
urban services te them. Yet, on the other hand,

- gome appear to be st on withholding thess services
until they have cleared out the squatters.

This Group can enly conclude, along with Nr
J Rivett-Carrac, the Urban Foundation engineer who
drew up the original water report and plan, that
"the Goverrment is using the water supply as a
weapon to clear the area, because there is no other
logical reason for not installing a bulk water
supply'(see Daily Mews, 05.11.81).

The Inanda Support Group calls for all prosecutions,

avictions and removals by the suthorities of residents
of AA 33 to be stopped, and for the authorities, in

consultation with desccratic community lemders, to
' develop the area.

WAGES IN THE
CLOTHING

INDUSTRY

IN February and March sbout 1 800 workers - african
and coloured = want on atrike in at least 20 clothing
fm:.ll:.uriuﬂ. on the Witeatersrand.

The stoppages lasted from & few hours to teo to three
days. Workers demands were unifors - a A3,00 immediate
wage increase.

In most cases the unions representing the workers,

the National Union of Clothing Workers (african) and
the Garment Workers' Union [coloured and whites) were
called in to settle the disputes. In all cases
workers received or were promised wage increases
ranging from A2 = A4 per wesk. In other instances,
however, esmployers refused to grant wage increases but
were prepared to grant lncreases in elther attendance
or production bonuses. Attendance bonuses {forfelted
if a worker is half-an-hour late in any one wesk) are
set at A1,00 for an ungualified worker and R1,50 for
a gualified worker, although some amployers pay more.
Increases inm attendance boruwses ranged from AY1,50
to AS,00 and in production bonuses to RS,00.

The stoppages had a ripple effect throughout the
industry with other smployers granting their workars

R3,00 increases to avold the outbreak of workstoppages

at their factories.

This unrest was not an isclated phenomenon,
however, but part of an emerging trend. Clothing
workers have struck for higher wages in tha beginning

months of the year for the last three years. It ls no

coincidence that the unrest has occurred them -

because it is in these months that workers feel the
Ffirancial pinch the most: they return From the holiday
bresk with little money and have to Face expenses such
as school fees, etc, in addition to normal price
increases. Furthermore, the fact that the flrst few
months tend to be slack periods in the industry as
opposed to the months leading up to Christeas when
workers augment thelr wages by working owvertime,
increases their poverty at such a time.

The strikes reflect worker dissatisfaction with
the low minisus wages set out in the 15979 industrial
counclil agresment for the Treanswaal which lald down
rates for the thres years to 1982,

This agressent allowed for a 7,5% increase in
1979-80, a further 7,5% increase in 1980-81, and a 5%
increase in 1981-82. Thus, a gualified sachinist's
wage rose to A26,35 per wesk from September, 1579, to
June, 1980, to A28,20 from 1 July, 1580, to 30 June,
1981, and R29,40 to July, 1982. Given that at the time
the agreement was negotisted the inflation rate was
above 1% and showed no signs ‘of abating, the parties
to the industrial cowncil were in effect negotliating
wages for the following three years which would lead
to a real drop in workers' wages.

The strikes in 1980 and 1981 led the unions to
seek o remedy to the situation and resulted in interim
agreements being reached in those years which amended
the main agresment. In 1980 the unions negotiated
a 10% increase instead of the 7,9% set out in the 1979
agresment [they origirally asked for 12,5%); in 1981
an 11,9% increase was agreed to instead of the S5k due,
with the agressent coming into effect in April rather
than in July. This brought a gualified machindst's
wage to & still low R33,00 per week. Machinlsts form
the bulk of the workforce. This year; however,
employers turned down a unlon request For an interim
wage incresse to meet the rise in the coat of living.
And it was this decision which seems to have bean
tha main factor in precipitating the recent worker
unrest.

In support of their refusal to grant interim
increases in 1982 employers argued that as the unions
ware party to the 1979 agreement thay should not ask




for interls wage hikes for the workers. Before this
year's woage talks the unions stated that they would
not negotiate a three-year agreement; howsver, they
" have not adhered to this, and the latest agreement
again allows for set incresses for the next three
YEars.

In terms of the agresment negotiated in April,
wages for machinists increased by 27,7% from I;I.'ﬂ,m .
to A42,00, as well as across-the-board (ie all workers
receiving the increase for their class, no matter
what the sage is). The increase after 01.01.80 will
be R3,06, bringing the wage to R4S,00, and R4,00
(8,9%) after 01.07.83, bringing the wage to R49,00.
The wage hikes received by tha workers as & result of
tha strikes, however, will ba offset agalnst thess
increases.

Although a 27, increase is an improvement over
that of the previous year, sbsoclute wages remain very
low. Moreover, the increases for 1982/3 and 1983/4
will predictably Fall well below the rise in the
cost of living index for those years, thus again
leading to a reduction in the workers' real wages.
One can only assume that workers will apain show
dissatisfaction with these increasas. -

Exactiy how abysmally low clothing workers' wages
are in the Transvaal is illustrated by comparing their
wages with those of Australian garsent workars. The
current rate For a machinist in Australim is R187,91
per week. Bince December, 1980, a machinist's wage
was increased from R143,45 per wesk to H1ﬂ?.91. The
relavant union in Australis estimates that tha wage
will riss to over R199,00 by July, 1982, as a result
of a §,0% mid=term adjustment and claims for
supplementary benefits. Thus, garment workers' wages
in tha Transvaal compare very unfavourably with those
of Australisn clothing workers even.allowing for a
alightly higher cost of liwving im that country.
Workers in the Transvaal receive less in one month
than what workers there recelve in one week!

The guestion to be asked, obviously, is why are
wages so low? Part of the reason has to do with the
historical entry of women [and after 1945 in particular

black women) into the production process, the conditions

wnder which they entersd the industry, their position
in the industry according to their levels of skill,
and the development of the trade union movement.

This article, however, will not explere this sarlier
period,; but rathaer contentrate on more recent times.

One of the main reasons for workers' low wages
seams to lie with the nature of the wage bargalning
process. Minima negotliated at the industrial coumcil
level are generally set downwards, that is to take
into account the position of the smaller, less profit-
able concerna. The abseance of plant leval bargaining
means that there is little pressure on the larger,
more profitable companies, =ho could afford to pay
more, to raiss their wages substantially above these
minima.

Furthermore, one must also ask why the wnlons
have been party to agresments which have allowed for
such poor increases on prescribed minima. The unions
themsalves give two interrelated reasons for thisi
the economic constraints governing the clothing
industry, and the intransigence of employers at the
magotiating table.

The unions say that in the past they have been
unable to ask Ffor increases in line with the rise in
the coast of living as this would have adversely
affected the industry in the Trenswaal. They, along
with the emplovers.argue that certain constraintas
facing the industry meke it impossible for higher wages
to be paid., The sajor constraint, it is
that the industry is labour intensive, thus any
increases in wages would drastically affect the asount
spent on labour as a percentage of total costs. This
together with the factors below, they claim, make the
paymant of higher wafges prohibitive. What is being
raiasd herea, is really the tricky question of
comparny profits.

¥hat are the other factors in working against a
higher paysent of wages? One of them, according to
emplovers, is the strong competition from other arsas,
both locally and internationally.

iHomaland' and border area employers are exempt
from wage regulating measures, enabling them to pay
lower wages than Transvsal employers. Wages in wage
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determination areas are also lowsr: the minisa in
terms of the 15981 wage determination for cartain
areas are as Followsi— -

Magisterial Qualified Machinist® Learner”
Districts May May Way May
1981 1962 1981 1962

Harrismith
Klip Piwver A24,80 - R27,40 R13,80 RYG,20
Port Shepstone
Campardown
Ui tenhage A28,00 R30,80 A1S,50 A18,20
Umzinto
ossal Bay

R2S,40 R29,20 A14,40 R17,20

Newcastls
R oo wesk
Thus wages for a qualifiesd machinist vary froms R11,21
to A14,80 per wesk less than thosae ln the Transsaal
industry. However, as one wage board ares employer
pointed out at tha 15981 wage board hearing for
the clothing industry, this difference is offset by
the aduantage which metropolitan amployers
gxperisnce regarding lower transport costs, closer
proximity to markets, atc. Wage determination area
employers also face problems with less skilled and,.
therefore, less productive workers, a higher rate of
turngver, atc.
Emplovers also argue that they have to pay lowar
wages because they Face competitior from the Far
East. They cite, for exsmple, the Government's
relaxation on the gratting of import permits as a
major threat to the industry. This, however; only
pccurred in 1980, and local employers still enjoy
a virtusl monopoly situation, producing B5% of the
value of goods for the local market, as opposed to
S0% previously. At the same time, however, 1980 and
1981 have baen boom years for the clothing lndustry
with raplid expsnsion and growth; thus it seems unlikely
that the increase in imports has really sdversely
affectsd the industry. Furthermore, as has been seen,
Australian employers pay conslderably higher wages even
though Australis is on the doorstep of the Far East.
Employers and the unions argue that the industry
in the Transvaal. was alsc badly hit by the introductlon
of section 3 of the Erwiromnment Planning Act [1967),




which pegged the numbers of africans employed on the
Titeatersrand to January, 1968, levels, thus
preventing expansion of the industry in this area,
then the homss of the sajority of factories dn the
Transvaal .

There is little doubt that this measure did
retard the expansion of the industry in the Transvaal
- 30 between 1966 and 1975 there was a growth of only
7% in the Transvasl urban centres, while in the
western Caps there was a 98,4% growth, and in the
Durban and Pinetown areas a 112, 9% growth. Numbers
in the Transveal dropped from 27 500 esployees in
Jomeary, 1968, to 18 803 in February, 1980. This
reduction sas not only due to the Planning Act, but
alan to the 19%5-77 recession. Since 1977, however,
examptions From the Act have been grented to Transvasl
employers and this, cowpled with the boom in the
industry, has brought mrusbers up to about 25 D00 at
present. The employers® arpument that the Planning
Act measurs necessitated the payment of low wages is
open to guestion. On the contrary, it could be argusd
that it sas necessary to pay higher sages to attract
highly skilled workers in order to increase productivity,
and the gquality of the garments produced.

One of the threats commonly used by esployers is
that the payment of highar sages will lead to cutbacks
in staff and thus unemployment.

A closer sxomination of wnemployment patbterns in
the. 19s, hossver, rquulu, H.rutl_g,_ that mlqut
hlirh:dmhﬂlmm
-1 to periocds of recession - than to the other
nmtw

Secondly, however, not all workers gre equally
mmm—qﬁ{ﬁf—mywim.
For mample, during the 19767 slump, it was mainly
Hnwlm-ruimmm-md-m;_ﬂr_
skilled workers swch as Hhiﬂ:l.'l‘l-.'h E-u.rhlnl:l]n thare
is full esployment and even a al'rnrt.;- af -:hl.ni;_l;.n.

“Thus, while miﬂ_.j'-ﬁ'_t._‘ﬂ;bﬁlpmlﬂ for
cartaim-ciassss oF workers during certain times, it
is not as. sgvere as @aployers terd to ﬁu aut .

As mentlioned earlier, esployers argus that glven

these constraints, higher wages will put them cut of

business. I[nsolvencies do oocur - thers were 17 in
1979. These are cbviously the smaller employers who
are more wvulnerable to the viecissitwdes of the msarkst.
Howsver, there are sany large employers who could '
arguably withstand a drop in profits without godlng
uvndar. An ecamination of the 1981 Finencial
statemsants of a number of public companies indicates
that they realised wvery healthy profits in that year.
W ard A, For exesmple, showed a taxed profit of

RB 447 D00 in 1981 (69% higher than in 1980). The
gquestion is, of course, whether all workers showld
suffer from low wages in order to subsidise the poorer
factories. In the words of one garment worker

- "It is better not to work and starve, than to work
and starve®.

It seema then that although the industry doss
foace constraints, the employers' arguments are not
sufficient to Suppress sages to the axtent to which
they have. It seems too, that the unions have inter=
nalised most of the employers' argueents, and,
therefore, thelr standards of profitability and have
accepbed over bthe years that companies can only pay
what they say they can. (One of the problems Facing
the unions at the wage talks is the fact that the
companies' financial statesents are not made available
to them - thus they have only the smployer's word
regarding the real financial state of the company).

However, not only have the unions asked For lower
wages to start off with, they have also compromised
on these demands to reach a settlement with esployers.
Unions saly that they are forced to do this because
they have noother option. Wage negotiations have
tended to end in deadlock with employers then refusing
to go to arbitration, leaving the unlons with the
option of calling a legal strike or giving in to
employer demands, And workers, they say, have been

reluctant to strike. It is not possible to test this

claim absolutely, but the Fact that about 4 D00
workera went on strike im 1573, amd the oubtbreak af
strikes over the last three years leads one to
gquastion this visw.

There is no doubt that the unions thesselves
have shown a cauticus attitude to striking, especlally

wheare strikes are wildcat in mature. This year, for
instance, Dr Anna Scheepers, president of the GWU,
appealed to striking sorkers -

not to take things into your own hands.
illegal to strike and by doing so you put
yoursalves and the unipn in @ difficult position.
The unions are about to negotiate a new agressent
which will of course cover all Factories. Until
then workers should not do anything to disrupt
the industry and undermine their own case. Above
all, workars must not think they can atrike

and negotiate their g increases owver {lﬂd

-lhl:wl the wnion increases.

Tlm irony is that it is this worker action
which has led employers to grant lnteris lncreases,
amnd that workers have reached a point where they are
prepared to '"take things into their own hands®
to ensure they do get more substantial increases.
Although the unions may be convinced by the employers'
arguments, it sesms increasingly that the workers are
nat. By atriking they are in a sense "making up' for
the lack of militancy of the wnion officials at the
bargaining table.

Questions, however, need to be raised not only
on the unlons' perforsance at the bargaining table
but on their organising strategy in general.

The unions at present represent workers in thea
ma jor metropolitan areas and some towns in the
Transvaal - however, there are areas, for éxasple those
covered by the wage board, where workers remain
completely un—unionised. To date the NUCW, in
paticular, has shown little interest in organising
among these workers in order to raise their wages.
The irony is that it is these workers® employers whom
the unions say are holding down wages in the metro-
politan areas by providing unfair competition.

At the 1981 wapge board talks the industrial
council im the industry for the varlous provinces did
present proposals on ralsing wages in the wage
determination areas - however, this is no substitute
For direct bargaining at those Factories. The lack of
active organising at plant level in the metropolitan
areas has already been pointed to as one of the
probable reasons For low wages thara.

What the recent strikes also reveal, perhaps, is
a growing distance between the union officials and

It is




rank and rliu and a feeling on the part of the workers
that tha union has failed to represent thes adeguataly.

Whila such more ressarch nesds to be undertaken
on the tnion organisation -nnth- factory floor, &

recent research work suggests that organisation
amongst the shop stewards in the NUCW is poor, that
workers in the Factary have little confideance in tha
mbility of shop stewards to Fight for isproved .
conditions on thelr behalf, and that the shop
stewards themsalves feel unsupported by the union.
Workers also complain that thay only sem union
afficials when there is a disputs.

This lack of communication suggests that workers
have no way of making their own demands known. Indeed,
there is an indication, as evidenced in the statesent
guoted sarlisr, that tha unions feel that it is not
ﬂ'-'l'l:l]'ﬁll'ﬂ'lbl..ﬂiﬂﬂﬂﬂ in any case ... '
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Labour Actiaon

ﬁmw,&_m:m
issuwes have dominated the labour scene in the

past few weeks, the most iroortant being further moves
at wiiting ths Lndependent trade unlions.

Industry-wide clashes batween the owners of the
means of production and workers have been going on
for a while now = in the metal industry (see WIP 22),
in the clothing industry (see sbove), and in mining
batween unlons representing white mirners and the
Chambar of Mines. Another isaue of growing importance
has been that of retrenchment, cuts in overtise, and
shortening of working time as capitalism goes into
another desp crisis in South Africa (with negative
growth rates beding predicted). The working class is
being made to suffer for the ills of capital [even
sportspeople receiving and continuing to recelve
their cut of profits - ses 5A Breweries strike below).

It is not possible to go into any of these
issues in any depth, A few comments will be made,
introducing the strike information balow.

In a statesent made by the Metal and Allied
Workers Union (MAWU), the union rejected low wages
and management threats of retrenchmant. The MANU
pointed to the enormous profits being made while the
cost of living (COL) was soaring and wages for workers
f'.l.llil'ﬂ behind |Sowetan, Htm.ﬂ]l

The spate of strikes on the sast Rand have
centred around both the stalled, and widely rejected,
industrial council negotiations, and retrenchments
(eg at the Genrec subsidiaries - see below). Strikes
and the dismissal of strikers have been used to
retrench '"surreptitiously®, in that not a Ffull
complesent of workers are taken on again.

In the sastern Cape there have besn retrenchments
at several factories (eg Volkswagen, Bosal Afrika,
SKF, Mational Standard [Star, 31.03.82)). The workers
in the motor and allied industries, both in this
region and in the rest of the country, have been
hardest hit by capital's cutbing of costs and,

therefore, of labour. The Sigma Motor Corporation
has retrenched 507 workers, Datsun 150, vVaolkseagen
316, while Ford has announced short tima.

With wage negotiations in this industry in the
sastern Cape due shortly, employers are axpected
to warn workers of 'harm to the industry® throwogh
‘excessive’ wage demands, and conseguent (!)
retrenchment. Isn't it strange how profits are
naver "harmful®.

The building and construction industries are
also said to be antering & slump with many projects
being cancelled. This cannot but lead to more
retrencheents (ses, for example, article in Sunday
Times, 09.05.82).

The Bureau for Economic Research at Btellenbosch
has predicted that unemployment in Bouth Africa will
rise by 55% in the next five years, following a 100%
increass during the previous six years (Star, 17.05.82).

ESHRRES

In the mining industry talks between the Council
of Mining Unions ([representing 25 000 whites) and the
Chamber of Mines ended in & second deadlock om 13 April.
The chamber had offered a %% increase, rejecied by
the CMU, who then declared a dispute (the CMU is
asking for a COL increase of betwesn 15 and 15%).

Arrie Paulus, of the WMlneworkers Undon [m].
was blunt when the Chambar argusd that they could
not pay more ‘dug to the general state of the
economy'. "It's not the 's problem to sorry
sbout the sconomy. We have a goverrmsent to do that
and they set a good example by increasing thedr own
salaries 19% and their allowances 20%° (Sunday
Express, 02.05.82).

In the metal industries a dispute was declared
by the unions in wage negotiations affecting some
450 D00 workers (ROM, 15.04.82). Seifsa had offered
the workers a 25¢ atroas the board increase and &
mirimum rate of A1,38., The unions were demanding a




minimem rate of RA1,63, end an increase of Slc an

hour for artisans and 30c an hour for "lower grades®.
The metal industries industrial council was set

to meet again on 11 May. Furthar developments

will be too late to discuss herae.

MATAL

Consolidated Textile Mills (Jaccbs): On Friday, 7 May,
150 spinning workers went on strike at this Framse
group firm. On Monday, 10 May, 1 000 fellow workers
joined them and gathered at the factory gatse the

next morning.

The spimning workers went on strike due to a cut
in the hours they could work ovartime, sald, by
managing director Selwyn Lurie, to be due "to the
economic downturn®. This cut had affected only the
spinning departmssnt.

It is some comment on the wages being paid
these workers if they are willing to go on strike for
the ‘favour' of working overtima.

*  The outcome is not known at the time of going
- ta print.

Corobrik (Durban): On Monday, 1 March, 52 workers

stopped work. This action followsd a refusal by

six workers, on the Friday before, to do certaln

kinds of work in the intense heat = and management
ing that they would than be "considered to

have dismissed themselves' 5!1-1:-1 Mercury, 04.03.82].

By Wadnesday (03.03.82) 'euerything was back to
normal', according to management .

Henkel [BA] (Durban): See WIP 22:29 & 31. On 9
March the sorkers at Hernkel went on strike — workers
and the Chemical Workers Industrial Union (CWIU) claim
that the strike was provoked by mamagesent (through
repeated refusal to negotiate with the wunion) in
order to be able to fire workers amd re-employ
nof—unioniasd workers at a lower rate and at longar
hours of employment (see the CWIL's booklet entitled
The Workers' Struggle at Henkel).

Two hundred and thirty workers were dismissed
immediately and scab labour employed (under worse
conditions], including 75 of the striking workers.

The Henkal company is owned jointly by Anton
Aupert's Aembrandt company and the West Gersan
Henkal chemical company .

Late in March the Rembrandt group refused to
mnter the conflict;, on the grounds that it sas not
inalwved in the management of the Henkal Factory.

BEAT THE WHITE GIANT

Rembrandt

The CHIU then called for a boycott aof the company's
products, The CWIL was demanding megotiating rights
and the reinstatement of Fired workers.

on 7 April Prof Swart, chairperson of the
National Easnpower Commission's industrial relations
committes, entered the plcture with an announcemeant
that he would participate in negotiations (because
af the position that Rupert occupies in the new
direct links betwsen state and capital?).

In mid=-April it was announced that the strike
had been settled. The Fosatu-affiliated CWIU won
the reinstatemsnt of 100 workers, a ballot on weskly
working hours, a timetable for wvnion recognition, and
a retrenchment procedure was worked out. The
boycott was dropped.

KwaZulu Shoe Company - Bata (Loskop, near Estcourt):
Ges WIP 22:31. It appears that there have been two
strikes at this firm. The Firat over a dismiszsal
and wnion recognition and the second in eld-March
(12 March) over the dismissal of
a shop steward [m, for example, Natal Mercury,
20.03.82).

The Canadian Counsulate in Johannesburg was

not to have known about this particular

factory in which Bata (a Canadian company) has
ma jority shares, and s+hich pays bantustan wages of
about one third industrial council rates.

By 23 March all but 100 workers were said to
have returned to work. Ganagesent still refused to
nagotiate with Fosatu's Mational Union of Textile
Workers [NUTW].

A reported planned seeting between KwaZulu
Minister of the Interior (1), Or Frank Ndlaloses,
proved to be impossible when Mdlalose and Gatsha
Buthelezi left for Germamy .

Five KSC workers appeared in the Estcourt
maglatrateés’ court on 26 March, twn of them charged
with assault and all five with malicious damage to
property. They were to reappear on 15 April.

Or Mdlalose (on his return) said that the

- EwaZulu 'government’ expected companies to listen

to workers grisvances and allow them to establish
their own trade unions' (Matal Mercury, 05.04.82).
In mid-fApril workers were sald to be returning
to work, having been "betrayed' by the Kwalulu
labour officer, IA Khanyile, sent by Or Mdlalose to
settle the dispute (Gtar, 16.04.82).
An NUTW statement lssued as comment on the strike
read as follows:
The struggle for wunion recognition at the Loskop
Bata Shoe factory has taken a new turn. Tha
workers, who have been on strike for over a
month, at a msesting on Wednesday 14 April,
decided to return to work.
The decision follows the cosplete fallurs
of the Kwalulu appointed Mr Khanyile to mediate
in the dispute. The bitter frustration and
disappointment with Mr Khanyile reached a climax

whan it becams known that Mr Khanyile had been
to the factory secretly and had Fformed his own
comnittes amongst the strike-breakers. )
Mr Khanyile claims to have sediated bDetwssn
that committes and the company, thereby Ffully

. satisfying himself that tha workers' claims
were unfounded, their grievances false and the
union completely vnrepresentative.
Workers resolved that the union should Forsally
write to the Kmafulu Minister who appointed
Mr Khanyile for clarity as to whekther the
KwaZulu Goverrment is satisfied that Khanyile
properly represented the intentlona of the
Ewafulu Goverrment, and if so whathar they are
satisfied that the company is complying wikh
their labour palicy.
An official complaint will ba launched with the
ILD in conmnection with the company's anti-union
practises and its policy of paying wages
approximately 20% of that recomsended by all
internatiomal bodies, incluwding the Canadian
Goverrment amd the IL0O itsalf.

This disgusting plece of public relations
appeared in the Natal-based Sumday Tribume, shortly
affter tha strike. HNote the prominence given tao the
axploltative bantustan factory belonging to the
company (arrowed for the convenience of our readers).
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Mazza block factory (near Verulam): *... there was

a partial return to work at the Mazza block factory
near Verulam following a walkout by almost the entire
workforce at the beginning of the month' (7] (Sowetan,
21.04.82).

Matal Africen Hlind Society (Umlazi): See WIP 21:45;
g

On 18 March the dispute was resolued whan all
but ten of the workers wera relnstated. nn-nth-l_r tarm
of the agreement was that deductions be increased,
across the board, by A1,00. Any Futures dispubtes are
to be referred to the KsaZulu Minister of Health and
Welfare (Natal Mercury, 19.03.82) (May they have
better luck than the KSC workers - see above).

This strike has drawn attention to the cospletely
imadeguate facilities for the employment and
rehabilitation of handicapped black people in
Hatal, and in the rest of the country.

Ninian and Lester (Pinstown): See WIP 21:55 for
coverage of previous striks.

On Wonday, 26 April, 500 workers at this
textile firm went on strike over union recognition
(the Fosatu-affilisted NUTW)}, and the issue of the
dismissal of a fellow worker.

The next day enpugh progress had been made
irn negotiations for workers to agree to return
to work (Natal Mercury, 28.04.82).

Progress Knitting Mills (Hemmarsdale): See WIP 22:32
for previous covarags.

Early in May 1 500 workers (Star, D8.05.82) went
on strike again, after six fellow workers had been
dismissed. The NUTW said that it had been unsuccessful
in its attempta ko maet with t.

A week later (Star, 14.05.82) it was reported
that 500 workers ([all the strikers?), who had been
on strike for a wesk, went back on Thursday, 13 May
- this after Department of Manpowar officlals had
"intervaned ' .

South African Pulp and gr Industries -
Tugela mill): Workers at this mill had been boycotting
canteen food (because of poor guality) and demanding
to be paid 30c an hour extra instead of the rejected
canteen facilities, when a worker who had broken the
boyoott was assaulted.

Teo workers were arrested For the assault and
refused bail. This angerad tha more than 1 000
{1 200) workers at Sappi. They refused to work on
Monday, 29 March. Thay were also infuristed becauss
they claimed (and denied by management ) that the
company had called the police in to arrest the tweo
men. They were joined by thousands of other workers
from Ffactorles in the Mandini-Isithzba Kealuluw
growth polnk.

The Fosatu-affiliated Paper, Wood and Allied
Workers® Union (PWAWU) represents many of the workers
at this, the largest, Sappl mill Emlwinﬁ 2 2580,

1 600 of whom are africen workersj.

Folice claimed that the men arrested were members
of a vigilante group operating in the Sundumbili
township, beating up people. The reality was slightly

sappi
limited

different. The men were sembers of a vigllante group,
formed to meet the threat of crime in the township.
and allegedly having soms success in thair effart.
Thelr popularity, as svidenced by the support From
within their own factory and, sore importantly,

from the other workers in Isithebe, indicates that
thay were respezted in the comsunlty.

A Kmalfulu 'labour representative’ was reported
to have entersd thess soréer-management discussions
as well [see above) (Matal Mercury, 30.03.82). We
have been able to find mo further reference to this
intervention.

Police used teargas (or tearsmoke, as they would
have it) on the First day of the strike to disperss
about 5 000 workers, gathersed in groups near the
Ffactories and in the Sundumbili toenship. Forty
two of them were arrested and fined.

A third worker was arrested in connection with
the assault on the boycott bresker. Themblrkosi
Wgwaba, Bhefika Mabaso, and Mbongeni Zulu appeared in
the Inyoni magistrate’s court and tha men were relessed
until a further sppearance on 15 April. Thay were
taken into thae tosnshlp by the police, and were given
a welcome by the crowds there.

Tha striking workers returned to woik on Wednesday,
31 March, after a mesting with shop stewards. The
workera from othar factories had said that they would
lat themseslves be gulded by the Bappl strikers.

The roturn to work followsd the release of the threes
charged workers. PNAMU organiser, Pat Horn, said
that the negotiations over the cantesn issus would
continue. Management was offering 7o Ffood allowance
{nstead of the 3c an hour demandad by the workers.

Police claimed that there had besn an averagse
of 30% attendance at Isithebe factories on the first
day of the strike. Colonel Gijsbers, Eshows
district commandant, comsenting on the Riot Pollce
presence, said that ,'contpary to élaims by the workers,
"the police do not take sides in any dispute as we
have a law-enforcing function®® (Natal Mercury,
31.03.82).

While Sappl management had sanctimoniously denied
calling in the police in connection with the
alleged assault, while tha astrike was in progress,
they changed their tune onca the workers had gone back .
Personnel manager, Nick Bartich, adeitted that the
firm had called the police - "We had an obligation
to inform the police about an incident which happened
or our property' (Sunday Tribune, 04.04.82). Earlier
ganeral managar Bernard Chamberlia had sald therse was
*no way' in which the company could "inter-ene
in a police matter' as the assaults took place off

company property (RDM, 30.00.82).

The chairperson of the Sundumbili town council,
AM Gocaleka, said that at times police 'wers engaged
in a running battle with more than 10 000 striking
workers'. He said that he had refused a police
roeguest at 0300 ocn the first day of the strike to
go and address the Sappi workers.

l,. ==
(Sunday Times, 10.09.82)
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Tongaat Milling (Estcourt): Ges WIP 22:32.

Tha entire workforoce of 150 had gone on strike on
Wednasday, 3 March, demanding the dismissal of a
suparvisor. The supervisor was transferred and made
a clerk in another department. This happened after
the workers had returned to their’ jobs the next day.

+ However, on 11 March, workers went on strike
again to show their dissatisfaction with the result.
Tha workforce was later dismissed. On 23 March it
was reported (Matal Witness) that all but 17 of the
workers had been re-employed, The Fosatu-affiliated
Sweet, Food and Allied Workers' Union (SFANU) had
been representing the worcers,

Union Co-operative Bark and Sugar Company (Dalton):
Bee WIP 21:48 for previous coverage.

The workera amd thedir undon, the Fosatu-affiliated
GFANl, loat their appeal against ejection from the
company compounds after a strike during 1981,

dustice Booysen said that the men would ba
chargaed with trespassing IF they remained on the
premises of Unipn Co-opmrative Bark and Sugar
Company (Matal Mercury, 27.03.82).

" TRANSVAAL ;
Almeks Enginesring (Industria): Betwsen 80 and 50
workers struck demanding an increass of A1,00 an
hour. MNegotistions between the lisison committes and
managanant took place. Managesent's position was
that the workers should return to work or lose thelr
jobs, as wages could only be discussed through the
industrial council. Workers said that they would
not return until they had been promised an increase.
No Ffurther news.
(Sowetan, 23.04.82)

Amalgamated Press (Benoni): Amalgamated Press publishes
the Benonl City Times and several other Transvaal

wosk ly newspapers. About 40 distribution workers
went on strike on 21 April. They struck over pay
increases, overtime grievances amd unfair dismissals.
They also demanded the recognition of their union,
CCAWUSA . .

Union officials intervensed on the workers'
behalf. Wanagemant agreed to recognise the wnion and
to hold Future talks. CCAWUSA claimed that the
workers, all of whom returned to work, sere told
they would not have to have pay deducted for the period
while they had been on strike.

Asea Electric (Aosslyn): About 900 workers struck
on 23 April in protest against the dismissal of a
union shop steward. They returned to work on 28
April, although their collesagues had not been
reinstated. Managesent undertook to investigate the
matter.

Auto Press inesri ents: As a result of the
dismissal of a colleague, about 40 workers downed

tools. The company Fired all of the strikers
[Star, D6.05.82).

Ba ! orated (Alrode): 140 workers stopped
work on 20 April. The dispute arose out of wage
increases, and workers returned to work two days later

after they had been promised a weekly increase of RB,00.

Betsak Monteer (Germiston): In January, 1982, workers
desanded increases of Slc an hour. They struck on
19 April when they were told that the increases would
come inko efFFfect in d-l.ll]l', 1982 .

No further news.

(Sowstan, 20.04.82)

Buffalo Salt [Industria): The Sweet, Food and Allied
Workers' Union (SFANU) has accused the Buffalo Salt
company of refusing to negotiate and dismissing
ssmbers of the unlon at the factory.

Management claimed that ‘These (were) retrench-
mants and have nothing to do with the Union'. The
union has been threatening a boycott of Buffalo's
products unless the company reinstates the dismissed
workars and gives recognition to their unlion.

Cargo Carriers (Booysens): S5 workers were fired

on 13 May after they struck in protest against the
behaviour of a supervisor. They alleged that peocple
were being fired almost every day at the slightest .
provocation. IF they complained they were insulted,
called *kaffirs' and sometises assaulted. They said
that they had struck because they had had enough .
(Sowetan, 14.05.82).

Colgate—Palmolive (Boksburg): For background, see
WIP 18:44-5; 19:54-5; 20:43 and 22:29.

Dissatisfied workers at tha plant marched on
the company presisss protesting agalnst the hiring of
an indian man to replace an african foreman who hod
laft the firm.

The dispute arose out of an sgresment boteeen
the Chemical Workers Industrial Union (CWIU) and
Colgate-Palmolive which laid down that workers fros

within the plant would be screensd for supervisory
joba when they arose. The replacesent had not been
chosen from amongst the sxisting employess,

Tha wnion also claimed that jobs were advertised
putside the plant, although african workers were
fully qualified to Fill those vacancies (RDM,
27.03.82).

Mo further news.

Contract workers (Witwatersrand area): Contract
workers who hava to travel vast distances to reach
their homea in the Ciskel amd the Transkel are
dissatisfied with the length of their annual leave.

Workers on the Rand receive two weeks annual
leave, including public holidays owver Christmas.
Fosatu has undertaken to solve their problems.

Whereas several Factories have considered extending
leave to three weeks, the workers are in favour of a
month's annual leave [Sowetan, 05.04.82).

Defy (Benoni): For previous coverage, see WIP 21:52
and 22:21.

About 460 workers downed tools demanding wage
increases prior to the outcome of the Lndustrial
council negotiations For the metal industries.

Workers returned to sork the following day pending
further discissions betwsen managessant and worder
representatives (Natal Mercury, 30.04.82),

The Metal and Allied Workers® Union (MAWU] won
a 6c an hour increase in wages after the negotiations
(Star, 08.05.82). -

Edernvale Electro—plating: 200 workers downed tools
on 14 May, demanding recognition of thelr union, the
_MAWJ. A union orgeniser, Babakhe Makama, was
arrested, and released after paying a A30,00 Fine.
By 6 May union sources claimed that all but 45 workers
had returned to work.

Mo furthar rews.

: A strike which started on 4 May at Edgars
Stores Distribution Centre spread to the company's
Gales House and Jet Storeswutlets. About BDD workers
Jolned the stoppage which resulted in some stores
being forced to close. Management had denied the
closure of its stores. The workers' demands are that
their union, CCAWUSA, be recognised amnd that their
wages be increamsed by S0%. '

The company refused to negotiate on either of
these issuves wntil the workers returned to work.

The stoppage lasted Four days, and was called
of f when unlon shop stewards and managemsnt agreed
to further negotiations.

Femco (Brits): For previous coversge, see WIP 21:57.

After retrenchments at Femco in January, 15982,
MAWU complained to the industrial council for the
metal industries. MWAWU claimed that Festco had not
complied with the council agressent on retrenchment
procedure. The countil replied that the retrenchments
‘were justified.

bMore than 800 workers came out on strike on
4 May in protest at the January retrencheasnts.




Fleksar (Wadeville): For background, ses WIP 22:29.

lu.ur sventually fired its african workforce
after strikes in protest against the retreénchnsnt
of thres workers.

Thirtesn forser Flscssr smployess have referred
their case to the industrial cowncil. IF the council
cannot settle the dispute, the matter will be referred
to the industrial court.

The workers have accused Fleksar of unfalr labour
practice in the dismissal of three workers and the
selective re-esployment of workers after the strike.

In anothar sequel to the strike two Flekser
employees appeared in the Katlehong circudt court,
charged under the Riotous Assesbliss Act for
intimidating other workers. Another three were told
to report to the Germiston police station.

Fry's Matals (Wadeville): At this firm 130 workers
struck demanding wage increases. They were dissatisfied
with having to wait for the cutcome of the industrial
councll wage talks. They agreed to return to work
after management had offered them a 15c an hour
increase, pending the resolution of the wage talks
(Star, 22.04.82).

Genrec: At @, Wadeville Enginearing and Power
Steel (all subsidiaries of Genrec) about 150 warkars
were retrenched. As 8 result 1 100 workers at tha
thres plants went on strike in protest (RDM, 01.05.82).

At Power Steel management withdrew a decision
to Fire the workers, but refused to re-employ tha
retrenched workers. Strikers had not decided whether
to return to wark at the time of going to print.

At Genpipe 150 strikers were dismissed and told
they would be rehired selectlively.

MANU claims that Genrec, in retrenching workers,
had failed to comply with a retrenchment procedure
which the company had promised to adopt.

Genpipe (see Genrec, above}

Haggie Nand's Jupiter plant (outside Johannesburg):
1 700 workers downed tools in support of higher wages

on 26 April. Management alleged that a leaflet
clirculated at tha plant, threatening to assault strike
breakers.

AWl intervened on behalf of the workers. Haggie
Rand would not agree to a pay rise unless the workers
returned to work. A compromise was accepted whereby
the workers agreed to return if sanagesent agreed
to talks on unlon recogrition. MANU membarship
frereaszed from 150 to 900 during the strike.

Hawker Siddeley Africa (Wadeville):
sae WIP 22:29.

150 workers who had protestea over the dismissal
af two of thelir colleagues were sacked on 24 March.

For background,

Inaulation Products (Vanderbijlpark): Eight workers
were fired on 22 January. Management told their union,
the Building, Construction and Allied Workers' Union,
that they had been retrenched and would be re-esployed
as vacancies arose. The workers, when they re-applied,
were told that they could not have their jobs back
because they had taken the matter up with the unlon.

Insulation Products, according to their esployess,
had begun employing other workers in place of those
dismissed [RDM, 20.04.82).

Jagmar Motor Spares (Pretoria): 65 workers were fired
as & result of a dispute ovar wages at this firm
(Sowatan, 12.08.82).

Metal and Chemical Industries [Heriotdals): 200

workers downed tools in support of demanda for pay
increases on 28 April. They ware all dismissed as
a result, end were told that they could reapply for
their jobs on existing wage terms (Star, 30.04.B82).

Moser Hardchroms Plating {Wadeville): 60 workers
stopped work, demanding the relnstatement of a

dismisaed colleague. All were subsequently dismissed.
MAWL said that they were unable to arrange & meeting
with managesent (Star, 20.04.82).

% Corrugated Containers - Transveal Box (Industria
Wast)]: A strike by 350 workers took place on 20 April.
Workers were demgnding pay incresses and improved
working conditions. They returned to work the

following day. Management said that wage negotiations
were proceeding (Sowetan, 21.04.82)

SE

%%M‘ (Mancefield): 30 workers were
ret at this firm, The company undertook to
re—ampl them if the opportunity arocse lﬁ:nltlrl,
23.03.82). -
200 workers at this firm have gone on strike in
support of an 85% wage increase. The strike is
continuing (Sowetan, 19.05.82).
The wage dispute at Transveal Box [ses above)
and at PolyFoll may be viewed in the light of
figures released by tha RDM. Nompak's total income

, for the six months ending March, incressed from

A19,5m to A2d=m. The directors of Mampak state
that while the incone for the next six months is
unlikely to be maintained, Maspak is well placed to
‘mest the challenging tires steac' (AOM, 11.05.82).

Mational Bolts (Boksburg): 600 workers struck on

T Way, demanding wage increases. Management told
MAWU that it was only prepared to negotiate on wages
once the strikers returned to work.

Btrikers returned on 5 May, but resumed their
strike after they rejected management's offer. The
workers wera, as a result, all dismissed the Follewing
day .

National Spring (Wadeville):
action, see WIP 21:58,

For previous strika

A strike by 380 workers in protest over a dismissed

colleague occurred at this firem on 28 April. Thae
company then dismissed mll the striking workers and

later offered to re-employ them on a selective basis.
MANU shop stewards at the Fire rejected the offer.

As a result of the strike the Ford plant in
Port Elizabath was forced to close for two days
in early May as Natiomal Spring is one of the major
suppliers of motor components. The strike would
definitely have affected Volkswagen in Uitenhage if
the plant had not itself been closed by a strike.

Ly resolved to call on motor wnions to
boycott Mational Springs products. Its shop stewards
will also attempt to dissvade peopls Ffrom taking
Jobs formerly held by strikers.

On 4 May, 225 workers returned to work at tha
plant. MAWU denied that they had agreed to selective
re=amployment. The uwnion claimed that scabs were
being used, and that it was declded to ‘carry on
fighting inside the plant'.

Power Steel (see Benrec, above)

Aely Precision Casting (Boksburg): For background on
thie damages claim against tha Minister of Police by
workers at this firm, see WIP 21:58.

A Boksburg magistrate awarded damages with costs
to 33 of the 40 workers w«ho had susd the Minlster of
Police. Seven of the men had their claims withdrawn,
as they wers not present at the hearing. The
workers originally sued for a total of RGD OO0, but
agreed to accept a total of RF 5593 in damages
(ADM, 30.03.82).

blican News (vVrededorpn): At this Perskor
COmpany , workers complained to management that thers
had been irregularities in thelr wages. Thelr unlon,
CCANUSA, reported that they were all fired as a
result. The union also claims that this firm has
on a prévious occasion dismissed six workers who
were union members (RDM, 11.05.82).

M
Scaw Metals
Beperik

Far marlier strike information

Scaw Metals (Bermiston):

21158,

BO0 workers who struck in support of wage
increases were fired on 29 April. The company offered
to re—employ the workers selectively.

Management said that it would not consider wage
irereases until the outcome of the wage talks through
the indugs*rial council for the metal industries. This
dispute st Scaw reflects the increasing demand by
workers in the metal industry for negotiations at
plant level, instead cf through the industrial council
system.

According to -MANU Scaw, & subsidiary of the
Anglo-American group, is one of the most influential
companies belonging to Seifsa, the smployer body
represented on the industrial council. Scaw is also
considered to be one of the strongest adherents to




tha policy of negotiating through the industrial
councll.

L Scott King (Alberton): A brief stoppage occurred
over . MANUJ claimed that the dispute
_had been resolved (ROM, 21.04.82).

(Mlberton}: 200 workers struck on 20 April
%ﬂ'w' lﬂlnttﬁhd to arrange
talks with management (Star, 22.04.82). _ '

No further naws.

!

(Pretoria): For previous disputes at this firm,

see WIP 19:54; 20:45; 21:58.

Tha Hatiornal Automoblle and Allied Workers®
Union which was recognised as a result of last
yoars strike at Sigma, has demanded a A2,00 an hour
minimm wage. Sigma has refused to increase wages
to higher than A1,91. Workers voted to boycott ‘the
Sigma canteen on 3 May, in protest against management's

Simba @uix: Thres workers wers forced to resign for
pilferage. BSix of their fellow workers then resigned
as well. BSisba denied that this was the cause of
the resignations. They clalmed that workers who ware
suspected of pilfering had money deducted from their
pay packsta (Star, 20.04.82).

South African Breweries (Alberton): The entire work-
force of 450 paople struck at this Ffactory on
24 March in support of wage imrcresses. Thay returned
to work on 31 March after management undertook to
negotiate the issus with workar representatives. This
was in accordance with a grievance procedure followsed
mt 5AB whersby 1t iz atated that negotimtions may
only take place once the strikers have returned to
work .

The affects of the week=long strike resulted
in most shebheans in the PV area being ‘dry" for the
following weekend. WAAEB claims to have lost
thousiands of rands in profits from beer sales
during the shortage, which also spread to other urban
areas in the Free State and the Transveal and only
returned to normal thres wesks after the striks

SAH has sald that it will ot recognise the Food
and Beverage Workers' Union, becausse it is

unrepresentative. Although the union represents

- most of the workers at tha Alberton plant, manage—

ment says it doss not have substential representation
throughout southern Transvaal plants,

Tha workers' desands at SAB should be seen in
tha light of BAB's profits on beer sales, which have
increasaed by 38% to A167-m. WManaging director,

Dick Goss, has prided himself on this increase which
he says has cocurred despite the slump in the economy.
BAB also owns Bouthern Suns hotel group, 0K Bazears,
and Scott Stores, amongsat others. Edgars and Jet
Stores, also owned by the SAB, were the scenes of a
four day strike over wage increasas (see above).

BAB has also besan involved, and is still immolved,
in snormous sport sponsorship, including the notorious
marcenary bunch of cricketers, the ‘Kruger Rands XI'.
Said onea worker at GAB, "We bring in profits but get
peanuts in return. What have the English cricketers
done for the compeny to desarve so much moneyT'

Paul Winslow of 5AB sald that he did not thirk that
the amount of money given by the company for sport
sponsorship would be decreased dus to the unfavourable
economic climate.

5A8 last year gave some R1,5-m and 1s due to
sponsor to the tune of A1,8-m this year (Rapport,
25.04.82), '

S8AR"a former industrial relations sdvisar,

Dick Sutton, said, in an*intervlew with the Star
(28.04.82), that 'a sound industrial relations

policy for the South African Breweries group of
companies was evident by the lack of labour unrest
ovar recent years'. He also spalled out the company's
union recognition policy, which is not based on plant
level representativensss but the degree of support

a union has within a "subsidiary industry on a
provincial basis® (!), making it just about
impossible for any wnion to gain recognition,

ing (Springs): For background information,
see WIP 18:33.

Tha appsal lodged by seven sacked workers
against wunlawful dismissal and victimisation was
heard in the Pretoria Supresse Court on 5 May. The
workers were all msembers of the Natiomal Union of
Taxtile Workers.

Judgement was resarved,

Unilever [Boksburg): Bee WIP 22:31.

13 dismissed workers were relnstated after an
agreamant was reached between the Cusa-affilisted Food,
Beverage and Allied Workers' Union and Unilever,

The workers, who were dismissed in February, wers
supported a brief stoppage by their colleagues.
(Btar, DE.05.82).

Univa [Alrode): A dispute concerning wage increases
rasulted in 600 workers downing tools. Managemsnt
rafused to consider the workers' demands, and gave
them an ultimatum to return or be discharged. The
workers chose to discontinue the strike.

This is a further indication of discontent in
tha metal industry over msanagement's refusal to
negotiate at plant lewel.

Versatile i tion (Elandsfontein):
1) workers ware dismissed when thay struck in
protest against the dississal of a colleague
(Star, 20.04.82).

Wadaville gﬁim!rﬂ.g [ul m, above) .

WESTERM CAPE
Parcw General Galvanising (Caps Town): Workers
demanding to be consulted before dismissals and alleging
that factory conditioms were unsafe struck at this
firm. 14 of the B9 workers clais to have suffered
serious injuries - either by stesl Falling on them
or by being burnt by acid. Another ten clalm to hawve
bean treated for lung diseases. In 1980, Bipho
Wemiati died after falling into a bath of acid at
the plant. WMany of those who have bean injured
say thelr accidents have not been recorded and as a
result they have not been pald workmen's compensation.
The strike which began on 1 May is continulng
(RDM, 11.05.82).

Van Risbeek Dairies (Parow): About S00 workers went
on strike on 3 May, demanding & minimum wage of
A300,00 a month, The starting wage béfore the strike
was R175,00 [Sowetan, 04.05.82).

Mo Further nows.

EASTERN CAPE )
Post Office (Port Elizabeth): For background, see
WIiP 21:80, .

52 workers were charged with intimidation undar
the Alotous Assemblies Act, following a strike in
October. They appeared in the PE magistrate's court
in marly January.

Towards the end of March, 18 were convicted
and received jail sentences of up to a year. The
remalning 35 were elther acquitted or received
suspended sentences. Ball, pending sppeal, was glwven
to five men sentenced to imprisorment of one year.

5A Bottling Company (Port Elizabeth): For background,
see WIP 21:80.

The General Workers' Union of South Africa (GWUSA)
and the Motor Assemblies and Components-Workers'

Union [MACWUSA) have called for a boycott of this
firm's products to begin on 1 May.

The boycott action is a result of & strike which
began in October last year, comcerning working
conditions, wages and non-recognition of the wunion.

It will affect the sale of all Coca=Cola products
(star, 07.04.82).

In Geneva the International Union of Food
Workers {ILF:I camg out in support of the boycott and
announced plans to make representation to the Coca-
Cola group.

GWUSA say that they have received support from
township traders in the PE area for the boycoit.

& boycott committes has been Forsed.

A spokesperson for Coca=Cola headguarters in
Johannasburg said that the management of A Bottling
had indicated a willingness to discuss the recopnitiom




issue with GWUSA. He sald that they could mnot comment
on the in-plant conditions of their PE franchise
(Star, 12.05.82).

Volkswagen (Uitenhage): See WIP 20:49; 21:80;
22132,

318 workers were retrenched (out of a total
workforce of B 700) on 21 April. Volkswagen claimed
that the retrenchments only affected unskilled
labourers. They received three shifte severance pay,
a pro-rata bonus and leave pay from January to Hate
(Btar, 22.04.82).

The entire african workforce of 5 800 workers
downed tools in protest agalnst the retrenchments.
Workers were demanding that those retrenched be allowed
to work every alternate week. They also demanded =
complete list of all those retrenched. They returned
to work on 23 April, after an appeal by shop stewards
and after an ultimatus from management that it would
only negotiate if work had been resumed.

Workers downed tools again at the end of the
month as negotiations between the National Automobile
and Allied Workers' Undion and Volkswagen reached
deadlock - Volkswagen refusing to concede to any
of the workers' demands. As a result Volkswagen was
forced to close down the plant for five days. On
g May thea striking workers agresd to return to work
on condition that negotiations about their retrenched
collsagues would continue.

Wilson-fAowntree [East London): Ses WIP 20:50;
11 i 1.

The Joseph Rowntres Memorial Trust and Joseph
Rowntres Charitsble Trust, which own 11% of Fowntree-
Mackintosh shares, intend pressurising the other
. sharsholders into condemning the company's Bouth
African subsidiary, Wilson-Foentree. A motion which
the trusts want the sharsholdsérs to adopt called for
the recognition of GAANU and reinstatement of dismissed
wOTHErs.

The Anti-Aparthied Movement in London has called
for a wesk of protest against Wilson-Acentree, timed
for ¥65-23 Jure. It will irmvolve picketing Aowntree-
Mackintosh factories and lobbying support among MPs,
trade unions and student groups (Sowstan, 11.05.82).

WINING

Saniplaas Gold Mine (Welkom): An argument in the food
QuBuE led to & riot by miners. Bix change rooms and
living gquarters of three miners were set alight and
windows wers broken (RDM, 11.05.82),

Winkelhask Gold Mine [Evander): 3500 mineworkers
"ripted' on 24 April over wages and shifts. A
spokesperson for Gencor, owners of the mine, said

. police were called in and the 'situation returned to
normal’. (Star, 26.04.82).

TRANSPORT
South African Transport Services - SA Railways:

A dispute between SATS and the General Workers' Union
was settled out of court. The case would have

established the right of african workers to becoms
glther "temporary' or "persanent' workers in terms
of the Railways and Harbours Services Act.

Mr Tolwana, a Port Elizabeth dockworker was
Fired by BATS after being given 24-hours notica.
The GWU claim that Tolwana was classsd as & "casual’
worker, but because ha had been working continwously
for SATS since 15965, he was not "casual’ and was,
therefore, entitled to 30 days motice.

SATS sent Tolwanma a chegque Ffor 30 days notice
pay snd have thus prevented the matter from belng
tested in court in this particular case [RODM,

05.05.82).

TRADE UNIOME AMD UNIOWISTS

National Union of Clothing Workers® organiser Tom
Mashinini has resigned from all official positions
ha holds in the Trade Union Council of South Africa
(TUCSA). Mashinini, whose wife Emma is general

secretary of the Commercial, Catering snd Allied
Workers' Union (CCANUSA), is incensed by TUCSA's
refusal to condemn the detention of unlonists by
Emaa Mashinini was harsalf only
recently relsased after over 5 months in security -
police custody For the purposes of .interrogation.
TUCSA's equivocal position was demonstrated
when general sscretary Arthur Grobbelaar refused

to support a petition calling for the release of
all detainess and the abolition of security-related
detention legislation. In & circular sent to TUCSA
affiliates, Grobbelasr sald that while TUCSA opposes
detention without trial, they ‘cannot subscribe to
the abolition of all laws in respect of detentiom

gince this would imply that TUCSA socught the abolition
of the rule of just law'.

sacurlty police.

Trade union related people known to be in detention as at 15.05,.82;

Date of detentlion
09.11.8%
23.11.81

25.11.81
11.12.81
T .2.8
T .12.e
13.03.82

Trade union related

27.11.87-06.05.82
27.11.81-06.05.82
27.11.81=08.08.82
7.11.81-07.05.82
Z7.11.81=26.03.82

Trade unionists releasad from detention, charged under the Terrorism

Name
Jabu Ngwanya
Monty Marsoo

W Taho

Eric Entonga
Gaba Mpumelo
Taho Mpilo

Lhimli:mtutinn

Organliser, GANU
ax=Jhb Municipal
Combined Employeas
GAAWU membar

Branch chair, GAANL
SAMNL member

SAANU membar

Mathewa Olifant Gan-sec, NFW

Bection

12[b] IsA

12(b) I5A
& TA
12(n) ISA
&8 TA
& TA
& TA

people raleased from detention as at 15.05.82:

Emma Mashindini
Rita Ndramga
Merle Favis
Bamson Ndou

Liz Floyd

Act, and refussed bail:

24.058.81-26.03.82

27.11.81=-06.05 . 62
27.11.81-03.03 . 82
0a. 12.81-08.05 . 62

Alan Fina

Sam Kikinae

Gere=sec CCAWUSA
Bac GANL
Editor, BALB
President GAWU
IAS

Ass sec, Liguor
and Catering
Gen-sec SAANL

Thozamile Gowetha Pres SAAWL

Sisa Njikelara

V Pras SAANU

™
TA
A
TA
TA

v v O

Trade unlionists banned from trade unlon and othar activity for teo
years in terms of the Internal Security Act:

Maxwall Madlingozi
Zandile Mjuza
Bipho Pityana

Official, MACWUSA
Official, MACWUSA

Organiser, MACWUSA and GWUSA.

Prior to being banned, the above were detained under section & of the
Terrorism Act from 03.05.81 - +15.02.82.




AND  ENPLANATTONS"
Hnister Fanie Botha said:
¥e have no problems with ondons. e have problems
with certain militant pecplas who try to lead unions
in the srong direction. It is wnlon sestars eho
must decide who their leaders are.
But in casa he should be sisenderstood as belng in
favour of trads undon desocracy and non-interference
in wnion sattera, he sdded,
They must beware of militants [Ehr. 20.04.82).

ATTIE Mieusowdt, president of the 5A Association of
Bunicipal Employees, appealed to the government “to
mnsure that black trede wndons did not call for
"ynnecessary and undsairable strikes®', thass baing
"the instigators of chaos and the destroyers of the
sconomy in sny country' (Star, 15.04.82).

In the somse tradition, the SA Confederation
of Lebour called for the sass-rejected Pension Bill
to be brought back (ROM, 31.00.682).

M article in the Sunday Express (02.05.82) revealed

at least one security Fire claims to be
infiltrating® trade unions at factory level, to
identify "ringlesders'; inform manageeent of "unrest®;
and prevent industrial sabotage.

~ Archle Griffiths, of Becurity Service Consultants,

echoad Minister Fanle Botha:
' Even gemnuine unions have been manipulated

by subvarsives For thair oen emds.
He claimed that wnlons "with stromg ANMC links'
exploited sorker vnrest, ‘creating grievances out of
mothing" .
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Courts

TREASIN TRIALS

Thalle Simon Mogoersne (23) and Jarry Semano
Mosololi (25).

: In addition to a main count of Treason, the
accused Fface charges of surder, terroriss, robbery,
and pnl.l-ncﬂ.m of arma, esplosives snd sesunition.

It is alleged by the state that tha sccused
underwant military training in ANC cemps in Angola
amnd Tenzanim, amd with others inflltrated South Africa
betwaen April and MNovembar Y579,

Mogoerane is charged with baing involved in the
attacks on the Moroka and Orlando police stations in
Sowetn. During these atbtacks, policemsn sers injured
and killed, and this has given rise to the charges of
surder and attespted murder which the accused feces.

Mosololi is charged with attacking the railway
lirea nar Mew Canada station, Soweto, in EBay, 1981,
Together with Mogoerane, he is alleged to hoave launched
a limpat mine attack on the Capital Park power
station im Movember 1981. The accused are also
charged with attacking the Wornderboom police station
in December 1981, which resulted in the death of &
policesan, and the wounding of others.

The accused pleasded not guilty to all charges on
their first sppearance in court, and the trial was
postponed For hearing in the Pretoria Suprese Court.

Patrick Ntobeko Magubela (32), bonisea de Villiers
Richard Maghutyana (29) and Seth Mpumulelo Gaba.
Charge: The accused face a main count of Treason,
together with other charges of terroriss, sabotage,
possession of arms ond assunition, attespted surder
and malicious demsge to property.

According to -the charge sheet, the sccused were
involved in B explosions which occured in and around
Durban during 1981. These irwolved a Fleld Street
post box, tha Cencotaph explosion, the bombing of teo
motor car showrooms, teo goverrment of flces, the SADF
recruiting centre, and a railway line to Umlari.

Each accused 1s alleged to beé a member or active
supporter of the ANC. They are claimssd by the state
to have recrulted people for silitary training and
acts of sabotage, ond established ares caches. Thay
are also charged with training people lnside South
Africa to coemit acts of war and

The accused are charged with pnu-ulun of
harnd grenades, lispet mines, a sachineg rifle, Seksrow
plastols, amssunition, an A 47 rifla, plastic
mplosives, TNT and detonators.

According to the charge sheet draen up by the
state, Megubela was based in Durban, where he
sarved as a link between the ANC and others in
Senriland. He is alleged to have arrenged for the
hire of wehicles to corvey meplosives, people mmsd
information to and From Durban.

Maghutyara is alleged to hawve taken part in
the organisation of arms caches near Umlazi township;
together with Gaba ha allegedly underesnt silitary
tradning in Seaziland.

The trial has beaen resanded to the Pletersaritzburg
Supress Court, to begin on June 1.

TERROAIGM ACT TRIALS

In regard to three part-heard Terroriss Act trials,
it has not been possible to obtain sufficient
additioral information to sarrant further reports
in this edition of Work In

The trial imvolving Dscar hthl and 18 othars
contimess in Cape Town, but 1t has not been possible
to update the report shich appsarsd in the last 1ssce
of WIP.

~In the casa of the Kisberley trial of Meville
Motlhabakws and 4 others, last reported on in WIP 13,
it has proved impossible to obtain information on
the progress of the trial. At a ceartain stage of
proceadings, both mational and local press coverage
of thesa procesdings, which aross from the school
boycotts in Kisberley during 15980, ceased.

Tha trial irvolving Agpbert Adem and Mandla
Mthambu was adjourned shortly after the appsarance
of tha last issue of WIP. At the tiss of writing,
court sittings were about to bagin.

It is hoped that full reports on all these trials
will becosse available after their completlion.

Fana George Sithole, Jabulani Wilfred Mgcobo, and

Titi Alocia Mthenyamna.

Charge: The accusad face 2 counts under thes Terroriss
Act, while Githole Faces a further 15 charges relating
to alleged contraventions of his baning order.

The state has alleged that the sccused Formed an
organisation knoen as the African Youth Congress
with the intention of Furthering the aims of the
banned AFrican HMational Congress. They are further
alleged to have incited others to lsave the country
for military training, and assisting them to leave
through the ocrganisation of transport.

The accused face a second charge alleging that
they obtaired information regarding security
arrangmments at tha Caltex (Hl Termimal in Durban,
and that they obtained certaln esplosives.

A state witness, Bhokifa Ngobese, told the
court of a sesting of the AYC wshich alected ax-
Achben [sland prisoner Philip Hathews as its president.
According to the witness, Eathews sald he would write
to Oliver Tambo of the ANC asking for Financial
assistance. #Mthenyane then allegedly sald that a
reply from the ANC would indicate that "we would be
having recognition from the ANC and (we) would know
the AYC is one with thae ANC®. The sesting then
decided to serw] messages to Mandala and Sisulu on
Robben Island via a lawyer.

At a stage in proceedings, state lasyers indicated
that they intended producing as evidence tape
recordings of conwersations allegedly held betwean
detainess hald at CA Seart police station in Durban.
At the tise of eriting, the presiding magistrate had
not yet ruled whether these were adsisaible as evidence.

The state called as o witness an wurban
represantative of the Esalulu "povermsent', Joshua
Thembinkosl fulu, who refussd to take the oath
claiming that he had diplosatic isssnity. According




ta his lawysr, the court had no jurisdiction over

the witness, and he was not obliged to give evidenca.
Ewalulu had its own government, and therefore fell.
urder the Diplomatic Privileges Ack.

The prosecutor responded by Saying that Keafulu
was not an independent state, and therefore no member
of its administration could claim diplomsatic imsunity.
The presiding magistrate reserved his decision on this
matter.

Tha trial contimues in the Durban Aegional Court,

William Mabone Duma (31), Dumisane Bizette Maninjws
{31), Bayi Keye [52), and Luyanda Mayekiso [52].
Charge: The Ciskei suthorities allege that the four
accused were actively engaged in operational activities
for the African Mational Congress betwean Jume, 1980,
and August, 1981, They are also alleged to have
recruited pecple for military training and to have
possassed barmed literature. They pleaded not
guilty.

For previous details, see WIP 22:35-36.

Ciskel's First Terrorism Act trial reopenesd
in cemara on 11 May, after a lengthy adjourrsent.
Explaining the reassn for closing the courtroos doors
to the public, the bantustan's Chief Justice de Wet
zsaid there was evidence that one of the accused
had written a letter informing state witnesses that
they would be "dealt with'. The letter was allegedly
found in a sock.

The commercial press bas been allowed to
continue covering the trial provided they do not
identify state witnesaps, and provide proaf of their
identity to attorney-gensral WF Jurgens, who is
prosecuting.

At the resumption of the trial, Jurgens Sald that
17 state witnesses would be called. The first of
these, a 31 year old Mdantsane man, claimed that
Maninjwa had given him several books to read, together
sith a copy of the Freedom Charter. A 17 year old
girl testified that she had been taught Freedom
songa, such as Hambe Kahle Umkonto we Bizee (Go
Well, Spear of the Mation). At a November, 1981,
maeting held in Mdantsane, which she claimed had bean
arganised by Duma and Keye, another witness sald
that Duma had invited her to atterd an ANC and
SAANU meeting. Ghe had also beén taught Fresdos
zongs, she said.

A fourth witnoess testified that he had besn
oeaten up by security police, who punched him and
pulled & canvass bag over his head to make him talk.
Ya had reported his injuries to a doctor, but had
mot told a magistrate or the inspector of detainess
because he Feared further assaults.

A 21 year old witness, who spent six days im
the witness box, claimed that durirg the 1980 school
boaycotts, Keya had teld him to attack an informer®s
Fouse. Keye had also arranged for him to go to
Lesotho to receive militery training. Both these
allegations were denied by lawyers for the accused.

The state produced letters allegedly written
by the witrness to a friend hiding in thae Transkei,
and to Keye. In one of thess letters, the writer
said that conditions in his Dimbara police cell
sere better than those at his hosa in Dumcan Village.

Tha witness said he found delention & terrible
exparienca, especially his tim in nlm uridler
Ciskel security polica.

There were saveral clashes between defence
advocate TH Mosrane and judge de Wet during cross
axamination of this witneass, with the judge cutting
dafence counsal short during guestioning. Woarane
asked for security police warrant officer Eldson
to be ordered out of court after it was disclosed
that the witness had signed a confession in Eldson's
presence. The policesan left after prosecutor
Jurgens indicated that he hed no objections.

The rext day, Mograne claised that he sas having
difficulty cross exssmining the witness because judge
de Wet owerruled his guestions.

After eight days in the Iwelitsha Bupreme Court,
the trial was adjourmed to 159 July, 1982.

Akila Mapheto and Thabo Lerumo.
Charge: The state has alleged that, between the
period August 28 and October 11, 1981, the accused
toock steps to undergo training which could be of
use to a parson intending to endanger the
maintenanca of law and order in South Africa.
Altermativaely, it 1s clalmed by the state that
the accused assisted another person to take
steps bto undargo such training.

The alleged offences took place in the
Johsnnashurg area.

The trial is sat down Ffor hearing in the
Johannaahurg Reglonal court For July 26, 1982,

Size Michael Christian Hlongwa.

Charge: The accused Faced 4 counts Framed in

terms of the Terroriss Act. These cownts all

related to a set of acts allegedly un:l-url:l.hm by the

accused, lrvolving

'I}. Conspiring with ANC membars and supporters;

2). HAecruiting a certain Leonard Khumalo to
undergo military training;

3). Recruting Jeremlah Dube for military training;

4). Possession of arms and ammunition.

According to the schedule of acts provided by
the state in the charge sheet, Hlongea undertook
the following:

During the period 1977 to 1980, ha left the country,
artd uvndereent military tralning under the auspices
of the ANC in Angola;

O his return to South Africa, he had in his mauaaaim
two fire arms similar to a Makarov plstol;

The ANC instructed him to kill black policemen on
his return to South AFrica;

On wvarious occasions, the accused received letters
and money From an ANC member based in Swaziland,
known as Dubu or Obed Masina;

During 1979, ha recelved soney and or a parcel
containing a fire—arm and ammunition from Dubu;

The accused showed the Fire—arm to Leonard Khumalo,
and invited both Khumalo and Jeremiah Oube to
undergo ailitary training;

The sccused hid a Fire-arm in a housa in White City,
Jabmuu

During 1979 to 1980, he kept & certain house wnder
ohsarvation with the intention of killing a black

policenan.

At the begimning of his krial, Hlongea plesded
gullty to parts of count 1, to count 3 ard to count 4.
This plea, togethar with the plea of not gullty on
count 2, was accepted by the state. In a Statemant
submitted to the court, Holngwa adeitted the Following:

In Decesber 1977 he laft South Africa with tha
intention of Furthering his eduecation in Seszilend.
However, therea he found that his education plan was
not possible, and he was recrulted into tha ANC.
Subseguently, he went to Angola whera he underwent
military training.

Durimg his atay in Angola, he wnderssnt treaidning
together with the tein brother of Jeremiah Dube.
During 1980 he met Jeresiah Dube who asked him about
the wharesbouts of his brother. The accused inforeed
Jeremiah Dube that his brother was stil]l out of
South Africa. The accused then agreed to assist

him to leave South Africa both so that he could see
his brother, and to wndergo military training.
Hlongwa also admitted that he was in possession
af & WUskarov pistol, but did not use this weapon save
arfn one pccaglon when he was threatened by hoodlums at
a shebean. On this occasion, he Fired a shot into
the alr to disperse them.
Verdict: Gullty on J cownts of Terrorism, in terms
of his plea.
Sentence: S years on each count, with parts of the
sentences to run concurrently. The effective
sentance was therefore ¥ years imprisorment.
{Heidelbarg Aegional Court, 05.05.82).

Barbara Hogan ([30), Cedric Mayson (S4), Alan Fina [.en],
Sam Kikine, Sisa MNjikelana, and Thozamile Gowsta.
ﬂhn;rig t+ The accused face unspecified charges in
terms of the Terrorisa Act. Hogan amd Flne ware
detained by securlty police in September 1981, the
other accused being held in November amd Decesber
of last year. Despite this length of time, the
office of the attorney general has nobt, at the time
af writing, provided a charge sheet. All the accused
are in custody, having been refused ball in bterms
of an order by the attorney general.

The trial will be heard in the Suprese Court,
and is not expected to begin wntil the second half of
the yeEar.

Abel Mazala [33). o

: The accused Faces a main count wader the
Terrorism Act, with two altermative charges in
terms of the Explosives, and Arms and Amsunition Acts.
The charges relate to a live hand grenade of Forelgn
origin allegedly found in his garden.

Raymond Dlasind, in giving evidence For the-
state, told the court that Malarza, alias Sipho
Mandela, had told him that he had been trained in
the use of wempons In varlious Afrlcan states.
fccording to his evidence, Dlamini then called
the police and told them of Mazala's claim.

{ Johannesturg Regional Court, 13.05.82).



greads eplosion on Febmuary 28.

ol he was mlking on crubtches.
Ha ia alleged to heve cessed bt asplosion in
which e was injorwd, and 11legally pueinensad o

Mlﬂqm'_ld,m.-dﬂhtrlllhu_
net down for hearing in the Johannesiurg Feglonal
Court on Jura 17, e W

INTERMAL SECIRITY ACT TRIAM S
Hannchen Elirsbeth Koorrbof (27).
Chwarge: Tha accused faced a sain charpe under the
Tarroriss Act, and an alterrative count in teres of
the Intermal Security Act. In addition, she faced
" charges in terws of the Publications and Customs Act,
ralating to the possesaion of heoned 11terstus.

Tha state alleged that, during April 1981,

tha accussd trevallesd to Botsesna share she learnt an
N code, and agresd to pass on this code to Cedric

ithe

af
jtha allagetiona relating to the posssaasion of berned
literature. This ples sas scospbed by the
In a statesent to the court, the accused said that she
had twice besn appropched by Gohoon in Botsesra Eo
lowrn acods. 0On the First occeasion she had refussd,
but on a second oocasion she had sgresd to
code to Cedric do Beer. As far as she sas aware,
Bowr hed not sade uvse of the coxds to pasa on any
inforesstion to Schoon.
Vardict: BGuilty, as plesded, in teres of the Intermal
Bacurity Act, Publications Act, and Customs Act.
Sentence: 21 sonths isprisowent, 20 of shich ware
coditiomlly suspended For 5 yesrs;
dayn) for possession of a Gerssn edition of the
Comsmnist Menifestoy AXD (or 75 days) for possession
of teo barned books.
Koorrhol had boen in custody since Dctober 12, 1981,
whon she was detained by sacurity police. When she
appearwd in court at the beginning of April 1982,
she sas refused bell in teres of an order lsseed by

Strike Ishesel Bila (28], Bernard Mekgonysna [19),
and John Gotsa [36).

: The accused Fface W0 charges. Count one
relates to the illegal possession of a large mesber
of ANC' arwd South Africen Cosssnist Porty publications.
Counts teo to nine lrvolve the putting up of
prohibited posters, figns or marks at various places
in and around lssslodi and other Pretoris townships:

Count ton involves furthering the alss of the AN

by acting as ANC ssssengers, wvisSiting psople in

Botssara associatesd with tha ANC, distributing ANC
literature, and recrulting peopls For ANC sesbarship.
The casa has been ressnded to e 285 Ffor trial.
{Pretoria Regional Court, O7.05.82).

PRAIGING ACT TRIALS

Proms Maidoo [37), Shirish Nermbhai (84), and

Michas]l Jarkin (31).

Charge: The sccused werw alleged to heve harboured

an escaped political prisoner, Stephen Les, sho

broks out of Pretoria Central prison together with
Alexander Bousbaris and Tisothy Jenkin in Novesber 1979.

All thres accused plesded guilty to the charge.
HNerabhal explained that he had been contacted by
Michaal Jenkin, who told his of Lea's escapa.
MNanabhal then mat Les, who asked him to provide
acosscdation for his. Nensbhel then contactad
Maidoo .

Moldoo told the court that he did not
personally know Low, and at no stags =as in contact
with him. He serely arranged accossodation For his
and gewve tha accossodation address to Nanabhbal. Both
Maidoo and Manabhal dended price knowledge of the

Joarkin, in a statessnt to the court, said that
Les was a Friend of his brother, Tisothy Jenkin. Lea
had asked him for sssistence after his sscaps. A
moeting sas then arrenged for the purposs of providing
Les with accomsodation.

Varduct: Guilty.

Sentenca: J3 years, 2 of shich were conditionally
suspended For 5 ysars. The accused hed sach spent
a mmbar of sonthe In custody before cowiction,
initially as security detainoes, and subsecquently
as ammiting trial prisoners.

( Joharnesburg Regional Cowrt, 01.04.02).

Charge: The accused, a Johmonesburg attormey, is
allaged by the state to have attespted to ssugglo
a lettar out of the Fort prison, Johsnneshurg.
Tha letter was allegedly sritten by Elaine
Mohassad, at the tisse an ssaiting trial prisoner
charged under tha Intermal Securlity Act.

According to a defence statossnt, Bohassed pleced
a mmber of tissues in Dyson's pocket which ha
had <“intended throwlng away for her. Tha state
claima that the tissues contained eriting on thes.
{ Joharnesburg Aegional Court, 0.056.82).

APPEAL PROCEEDINGS

Archibald Monthy Mrimyathi (31).

Appallant was convicted in the Johamnesburg Reglonal

Court in Dotobar Y980, in terms of the Terroriss Act.

It was found that he had wwlergone military training

in Aussia, and he sas sentenced to 7 years imprisorsant .
During the trial, Mrisyathi applied for pereission

for evidence to be taken on comssission in Lasotho,

According to affidavits placed before the trial court,

this svidence could establish that at the tisb

the state allogoed Brisyeathl s in Aussis, he ws in
fact in Lasotho. However, the preaiding sagistrate
refused permission For such evidence to be taken

on comuission. '

On appeal, this was found to ba a miscarllage of
Jjusatica, and after J years in prison, Bzimmthl =as
released From Aobben Island.

[Pretoria Supress Court, 20.04.82).

Thami Mereai (38), Martin Carter Saleke [24), Thabo
Mdabeni (25), Alex Selesi (27), and Sipho Somacele (28).
All § of the above refused to testify for the state
in the trial of 5 va Seathlolo and Loats (see WIP 22:35).
Thay were sentenced to between 9 and 18 sonthas .
imprisorment. A ball application sade on beshalf of
them, pending an appea)l againast sentence, was refused
by the presiding megistrate.

Thay then appesaled to the Supress Court, asking
for bail pending the hearing of an appeal. This
was refusad.

( Johannesburg Supress Court, 22.04.080).

Ncisbithi Johnson Lubisi (28), Petrus Meshigo (20),
and Nephtali Wonora (24).

Appallants were found guilty of high treason during
MNovesber T80, and sentenced to deamth. The basls of
the corviction involved their participation in an
attnck on the Soskowskaar police station during
Jonuary 1980, their silitary training under the
suspices of the ANC, and their posssaslon of warious
arms, smunition and mogplogives.

They mppesled agalnst sentence. In particular,
it was argusd that tha J had refraieed fros Ki11ing
anyorne in the attack on the palice station, and no
one had baen serlously injursd.

The appoal was turned down, and the death
amntence confiresd by the 5 juiges of appeal
sltting.

According to tha Chief Justice, Justice RuspfF,
mitigating factors were cancelled out by tha callous
and cosardly sanner in shich the sccused planned to
kill imnocent people for political purposes. Thae men
ware asseasing who were mot prepared to engage the
asuthorities in open conflict.

(Appeal Court, Blossfontein, O07.04.02),




