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are also pokenilally aress of resislance.
i they Lecome sites of slruggle. This
has cleacly ruppur:l-ld- with Lhe slruclures
af black esducation, and Lhe arbicle on
educalion snd resistance shuws that
cunflicl within educational i,n'i.il.t_,rl.i-ulll
in Suabn Arfica has a leny history.

The cuntribution an tha press,
rasponuing Lo aad developing the article
in wlP 12, argues that the sedia ilself
aay becoas @ site of alruggle, partially
represenling Lhe interoaka of Lha
Joainaled classes. Ihis, it is srgued,
upens up avenucs For progfosslive journelis
wikinin the capitalist press, as lony as
it is burne ln mipnd Lhat & pross non-
functional Lo exploitation and vppresalon

‘gan only fully exist in & transforemed and
resttucturea suclely .

This issue af Work In Pr o editbted
and published By an lﬂigrili collective,
"of &40 Jorissen Strest, 2001 Srasmfontein;
and printed by Central Print Umit, of

1 Jan Seuts Avenue,

001 Johannesburg.

"Vhe suiters believe Lhal mueh af this i

edition of WIPF can Le read wilh Ehe:
Ffullewimyg guestions in mind:

L. the relalionahip betwsen Factory Floor
and cumsunlibty orysnisation aad mclion;

2. the limits snd possibilities for
worsing class urq_lnl.l-ti.m within
Live comaunily arcund issues like

" transpuct wny renl)

5. the way in which the ideclogical
inatitutivne of the ruling clasaes,
espacially the media and educabion, becoas
% focus For resistence and struyyls,
Lhereby creating the puesibility for
proyressive acktivity within and throuygh
Lrrgse SLTUCLUCES.
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Conflict in the

Western Cape

THE EVENTS im Cape Town owver the last Lhres
months cannot be sesn outside of the on-
geing eonflict and erganisation that is
taking place thare, &8 slsewhere in the
counktry. Because WIP hes carried 8o little
en the situstion in the Western Cape, it
may be difficult for many readers to
situste any one cempeign im this kind of
context. Whal is attempted here is &
chronology of four current struggles -

the schoola"' the strike of 800

the bus boycott and the stay-

popcokt,
neat workers,
away - and to point Eo some of the crucial
questions that are being fought out and
anevered in people's palitical sctions in
the Western Cape.
THE SCHOOLS* BOYCOTT
At the beginning of April (80.04.08)
representatives from 19 Caps schools met
to discuse the students' grievances
againdt the coloured sducation sysbem ang
the dismissal of thres teachers from two
‘‘wchools. The mesting demanded their
reinstatement and threatensd to call &
boyeott AF their demands were not met by
the ond of the wesek. The students® approach
to the naturs of their demends was quite
clear.

The list of griewances in a pamphlet

entitled "Resistance sgainat Raclal

Education®" i& limited Lo lhu:!-tlt-,

attainable dessnds-

1} A shortage of teachers

2} No textbooks

3} Forced uniforms

4) The security police have sccesa to
sohool premises

5} Teachers st Fezeka hawve been unfairly
dismissed _5

&) Corporal punishment is abused in moat
schools
In the schools ,
transported by bus From cutlying "Indian

townships® to make H!ltnd! !ndl.ﬂ ﬂigE

Eghnnl an aparlheld projecht.
#) Three teachers were unfairly disnissed

¥) SHCE are nmot mllowad

When this group mebk agaln on B0.04.12
they decided Lo give the suthorities wntil
the snd of the month to accede to their
demands before launching a boycott.
However Lhis decislon was not taken as a

"Indian® students are

regult of mandates from the school students
and the week began with four achools
boycotiing classes, with more achools join-
ing during the week., But when the Coamittes
of &1 met the fallewing Monday (80.04.19),
the decimion was taken Ffor students to
sttend school the next week, bBul to

boycobtt classes. A pamphlet, "Uie
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Belangrikheid van *n metodes im ons |511g*+

deslt in detall with the nesd For studsnta
Lo undarstand the issuss involwed in the
boycott snd hence the importesnce that sust
be sttached to discussion. The pamphlat
#lsa discussed the importance of defining
short-term demands that could be galned by
‘the use of the boycett, and yst st the
sams time outlining one's long-term goals.
“The boycott is mobt an end in iteelf.
it is not & holidey, neither will
it tramaform Soulh African sociaty
owernight. It is a planned political
ach, which is designed to achisve

spegific ahorti=-term rigin:;!t

Within a given space of time and

alsp to raise the general political.

consiousnaas of brosd laysrs of -

sludents.”™

The pasphlet discussed the fact that
the "school becomes the centre of ackiwity
during a period of boycotk®.

In the initial phase of the school
boycott, the clarity and direckion of
guch statemenis prevalled. With strong
enphasis being pleced on unity to overcome
Lhe dluliiunl salk up amongat the oppresasd
people oy the atate, the studenta discussed
education in terms of its role incapitalist
society, while restricting their demands
to realistie attalinable areas.

Although this approach predeminated,
ane must not assuse there was no tension
smonyg the studenta. There ssem to have
been thres general trends - one of which
is outlined above. Another group of
students Felk it was 'pr:llturl' for
students to launeh & boyeobtt. Under the




gey of *the time is not ripe®, they

argued that students were nob well enough
organised or politically awars enough, and
further that such sction wes inappropriate
in the present South Africen situstion. A
lafge AUSDET of students, though by na
means @sll, have Formed satrong political
prganisakbion and reaised their political
gwareness precissly through involevement

in the boycotb.
the students has been & "sponbtaneisk’
tendency to militant sction with no

clesr assessment of the aim of the action

The third trend amongstl

ur it-_i-nlltatinnu.

On Thursday and Friday of that week.
gbudents marched from Alexander Sinton to
other scheals in Athlone, calling on
gtudents to join them. The Committes of &1
griticiged the Athlons students for undis-
giplined sction that vielated the majority
decialon to remein on school premises
during school hours.

fne meeting of the u;;nndzd Commitles
of 31 (BU.04.26) HJecided to conmtinue Lha
boyeolt until the end of the week, demend-
inyg that there be tangible awidence that
their grievances had been redressed. They
ealled on warents of all primary achonl
children to kesp Lhesm &t homs on May Day.
ta show bhais support of a limited boycobl.
The students alsc called on the teachers
to Fform & reprosentative body and Jjoln
tne boycokt.

The beachers respondad by holding a
1 Zud-strong meeting on H0.04.2% which
recommended that teachers down tools from
80.0%.0%, They elected an adhoo committes
of LUJ to consider the details of this

recommendation. On B0.05.01 & teachers"
meekting declded to down toola should mean
Lteacher participation in the avareness
programmes being ruwn in secondary sachools
a8 mlternatives to the syllabiy wend

that in primary schools it should mean not
teaching the Coloured AfTairs Depariment
(CAD) syllabus. The Teachers' Action
Committee (TAC). conmisting of L5
representatives. was formed to mest the
Commities of 81 to discuss the role of
teachers. A& megsting of 300 teachersa
responded the Following Aight to the fact
that many Leachera nlﬂ_bilﬂ threatened

by their principals. .-They voled For a

. moss walk-put if any teachera wears

victimimed for any sctien relakted ko’
the caldl to duwn Lools.

This initial militency and support
for the boycott did not last. Fhe TAC
called a magss meeting in Athlone [B80.05.
i) which decided to call off the
teachera" strike becauvse ol Lhe
diffieulty of implementing it. It was
decided that eny further sction by Uhe

teschers would be organised on an adhoe

‘basis, to oe jointly determined by the TAC

and the Committes of OL. Ik is difficult to

establish detalls of subsequent mction by
teachers; but it appears that & deciaslon
wag taken to meet on & regloanl beais ao
that teachers could discuas their role and
assist pach other as Far. as acécess Lo
relevant material was concormed. In some
areas khis appears to have happened to o
limited axbént.

Tne pattecn of the Leachers' support

for the students"' boycott ralsss A major
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iggue, and oneé timi is also reised
by the role played by some of the buktchers
in the meat strike. The students have laid
much streas on the Fact that most of their
parents sre workers and have clesrly linked
their educational demands te an wnderstend-
ing of the working of capitalism. Mot only
Flia il they polnted out the Finadcial burden
placed on their parents, but slso that
their sducation la designed to "qualify’
thei For a particular role within capitml-
iam .

They have demanded that the content
afl their education be changed; Lhat educ-
ation ne loAnger be wsed to produce white
appressors and wvlack ﬂ;;}llllﬂ. The
sltudents have reallsed their demands
invalwe much broader changes in the social
systen. They are anti-capitalist. The
abivalence of the teachers during
the boycott must be seen in thias :nqt.tt.
The auestion 1kt raises is whether the
petty pourgeoisis can be relisa on to
adapt & posithion that does not Further itwe
petty-bourqgecis interests. The teachers in
the goloured schoals have ahown themselves
fairly unfreliable in this regard, choosing
rather to act in an indiwidua listie

mannar tv secure their own interssts.

It sesns that despite the initial
gmphasis on discussion by the students,
wery Mew schools hawve run adegquate
AwWArEness programmesn, *ith assistance
of fered by teachers varyinmg from achool
to school, as well as within each schaol.
There has been a real need For leaderahip
by radical, sympathetic teachers in assmist-
ing im the design of programmes as well as
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in the provision of resources. As a whole
the teschers have been inconsistent in this
regard and; in & lafge number of ceses,

can be said to have failed in one of the .
areas whare they had the most to contrib-
uls. .

On Fridey B0.0%.02 the Commitbtes of

81 rejectad an offer of negotistion by

Harsis Steyn, the Hinister of Coloured
Relations. Thulr-:gu-int was thet he

had not besn elected by the majority of
South Africa's people, and that they could
therefore not negotiste with him. When 20
membare of the Conmittes were fetched from
their homes by sscurity police and taken

to & meeting to be told thet Louwis la

Grange, the Hinister of Folice wanksd Lo
mget them, the Committes decided to refuss
to meet him.

The refusal by the coloured students
to meet Steyn demonstrates & differance in
strategy coloured and african students.
Fezoka, the Guguletu africen high school,
had initisted their own boycott on 80.03.
L%, after their principal had reijjecked
their demands concerning achool wniforws,
increasea in school Feea, enforced homework
pacicds and tha shortage of textbooks.
This was partislly resclved within & wesek
after staff, students and parents met. The
BdU Fereksa students boycotbted again on
B0.04.14 after making their demends that
an SREC, mades wp of two representatives
T Erom -;;h class, be recognised. The ﬁtrt
day, at & mesting of the parenta’
committee and the students; it was decided
that. students would relfurn to class on
BO.04.16.

’ n BD.D5.03 Fezeks students joined .
the natlion-wide boycott, making their own
demands and pledging soclidarity with other
#chosls., After three days of boycotting,

a joint mesting of teschera, parsnts and
students decided to end the boycotk.
Fezeka decided (80.05.08) to orgenise

& week-long avarenesd programme.

The next day representatives from
Langa High; Fezeka High, Sizamile High
and I Mkize, the Four africen high
schoaols in Cape Town, took & List of their
grisvences to their principala. The
desands related to the state of the school

_huildlnnl, the lack of textbooks,

compulsory school Fess, lack of slectricity




tne lack of laborsteries and |ibraries and
the lack of S58Ca.

The Fezeka students joined the boycotbt

again on BU.05.03, After being approached
" by students, the Guguletu Residents Assoc-
imtion (GRA) declarsd its support faor
“the students' steand. Un 80,0%5.19 & mestkting
was called by the GHA to enable parents.
teachars msnd stucents to find a salukion
to the problems ait khese schools, wilkh

the studenis repressnted by the newly-
formead puplls® regionel commities. The
decision was to send a lU-member delegation
of residents of Guguletu. Langa and Wyanga
to take the students' grievances to Lhe
eireuit imspector, Mr P Scheepers. The
students would continue boycolting. When
the delegation went to Mr Schespars the
next day, they were given the sasurance -
that the pupils'" grievances would receive
urgent attention, No sction has followed
Mr Schespers’ assurance, and during the
First week of June a delegation approsched
the Hinister.

It is the gquesktlion of whether or not
to negoliste with Ltheir respective
guthorities that the alfrican and coloured
students have disayreed aver. while there
has been's strong current of non-raciallam®
(WIP 12} in the schools boycolt, there
have also beean dissgresments between
@frican studenta on Lthe one hand, and
caloured and indian students om the other.
dut this should however not be asen in
r!ci!i terma. It should be explained in
terma af the adoption of salternative =
strategies in school situations that differ
because of Ethe different authorities

invalved, and in teras of the fact that
Fezeka had had a process for achieving
changes relating to their school conditions
since Feuruary.

The Commitime of 01 issved a call in
the niddle of Hay to coloured and Indian
students to inform thelr parentsa of the
issues involved in the boycott, and to
yel Ehelr arganiged supporl. lhey
specifically recommenoed that Parenk-
leacher Asaociations be slitered to include
gludents. lL seema Lhak Lhis call has
been Laken wp in different ways, with some
schuuls acling promptly, and others not
furaing Fearenl=leacher=5 Ludent
Associatlons {(FISA*'s). In some areas, the
local Hatepayers and Tenants Associalions
hawve been strong Torces in the develop-
menk of FISA's. On Ehe whole. even where
they hawve been sebt wup, the response [rom
parents has been disinterestea. and the
teachers nave been relestively wninvolwed.
The involvesent of Llhe colowred parents
gtands kn stark contrest Lo Lhe supportl
and participation by the parents of Langa,
Guguletu and Yyanga.

Un 20.0%.10 the Coamittee of 01
gecided on a Il-gay Eruce wuntil RI.06.06.
The students agreed Lo retufn to school
on Monday £0.0%.1%, It was at this stage
that the "Manifesto Lo the Feaple of
Azania' wes issued culblining the students’
demands relating to text books, school
buildings,., release of detainees. improved
facilities, recoynition of 5AC's,
sdeguately Lrained teachers, expulsions
and intimidetion, the narrow Trange of
sub jects of fered, the permit system for

ol -

enbiry into certain educational
imstitutions . eyualisstion of per capits
expendliture on all students, removal of

mxamination fees. the scrapping of the

Junivr Frimary Teachers Jiplomna, and

recomaendablions relating Lo sxeminetions
far l136d.

Ilhe boycott was resumed in protest
againak the closure of Fort Hare University
and in support of Lhe mealbt workera' sirike.
which had satarted that seme week . The
gavernment threstened to sxpel any student
who did not attend school on donday
dd Dy.26.

Seturdey BO.0%.24 maw one of the most
irresponoible displays by Lhe atudenis
when thousands converged on =ajor shopping
centres and the centre of Cape Town, am
part of & plan almed at crippling Seturday
morning trading meinly st white-owned
supsroariets.

It ism here that the "spontsneist®
tendency referred Lo before, Legine Eo
come Lo the fore. Why did this trend
emerye only at this staye? Is there any
explanation far the changea in Lthe actions
of the school studenta? | would srgue Lhat
the resson why the 'spontaneist® trend
became so0 clearly visible is because
the change in Lhe nature of Lhe demands
being made provided fuel for this
political approsch, which sss already
presenl .

"The Hanifesto" issued on BO.U5.15%
conteing two different secltiona. IL slarts
by esplesning the decision to end the
boycott for three weeks in terms of the
need toa consolidate "our Mafces". "We




have not been forced by the fascist rulers
to go beck., We decide what we do from a
position of strength amd unity'. Ciwen the
fagt that student organisation in Cape
Town was very unsophlsticated at the
beginning of the boyeott, this decliaion

to consolidete the strength of the studenits
vae mosk important. In the ultimstum, the
sscond section of "The Manifesta®, the
students” demands are laid out. Hers three
different kinde of demands are laid down =
short-term demands {those to be met
immedistely), medium-term demands (ta be
cedponded to with "a Firm commitment

(ey the government) with full details to
be given on thies'), and thea long-kterm
demands . The students stated that the
government should give a "definite policy
statement" on these long tera demands.
This shouwld be contrasted with the sarlier
statement in which the students stated that
the weapon of boycott could only be umed
for short-terms demands to be met. The
students raised as demands s nuaber of
aress which are not achievable by mEang

of boycott - for sxasple

"Ve demand & policy statement on the
serapping of BAD, CAD and IAD (8t
Affaice, Coloured AFFeice snd Indian

Affaice Departments) - and wish ta
be serged into one sducatlonal
authority for all students im South
Afpice. We reject cacism and all ite
manifestations. We peject the diwide
and rule tactice of this regime.

We demand justice and fresdow’

In some of the pamphlets put out after
the manifesto, thie is developed Further.
The Ffocus of the pamphlets is no longer
on particular demands. One argues that
"the struggle for educetion is part of the

larger struggle’. In identifying ceapitalist)
exploitation as the fundamental probles,
while at the same tlse not clearly statimg
the limites to the school boyecotk, the
students undarmined the succeasful
organisation which had taken place thusfar.
Many studenta had their heads turned fFrom
the issues relating to thelir schools to
the "broader aystem' - but without
cealising that while one's long term aim
may bwe anti-capitalisat, there are
limitations bto one's power. 1hi Ilttr"plrt
of the boycokt has been characterised by
fisry anti-capitelist rhetarie which has
ptirred wp the students"' lmterest, buk
given it ne channal through which to act.
The students' sctions at the shopping
centres {(of unshelving products,
particularly meak, and packing trolleys
without paying for the goods) were &
direct result of the fact that no clear
strategy of realisable demands was belng
articulated. This actlon, in which 105
students were arrested; drev much eritic- ‘I

ism - sapecially Ffrom the meat workers
who reiterated thepir requeskt that all

suppoert activities be approved hr-iﬁ;l
firat.

(1], 'Hildlr BD.D&E.2T7 tha government
withdrey its threst from the previous week
te expal studeants when students boycotted
in defisnce. Two days later ths government |
issuesd o statement concerning long-term
improvessnts in coloured sducation. The
specisl grant for textbooks would be
lnereased, the school bullding prograsme
would be stepped up, repairs to damaged
schools would be apesdad up, and new
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schools would be built with andequats
facilitiea. In sddition it was announced
that new Technikons and sn sgricultursl
college were to be opened.

During that wesk thers were & numbar
of instances of unresk - on the Uniwersity
of the Western Cape (UMC) cempus whats
recktor Van der Ross called the police in;
at Nyange station where police dispsrsed
300 students going to & mesting; in Helk
Hoad where repeated baton-charges om 400
students lining the road snd stoning cars
resulted in two youths being shot.

The Committes of 81, which had
decided to Funcktion as Far as pﬁi-ibli
through regicnal commitisss becauss of
palice harassment, issusd s statesent -
appealing to students te avoid direct
confrontation with police (80.06.29).

"Any violence on the part of students

will be sagainet the decision of the
Commitbtes of B1". The statement sald that
the decision had besn taken "im tha light
af the nev stretegy of the cosmunity

which sntailes complets non-vioclsnce and

an intensification of the mobilisation

of ths brosder cossunlity®. What was beling
rafarred to here was the Fackt that through-
out all the Cape Flats commsunities there
ware cossunity seestings being held on &
wide range of issues, including the school
boaycokt and the mest strike. Thess ssstings
became the cenkral msans of co-ordinating
sction. of infaraing people of issuss snd
developments; and of kesping people's
iﬁtlrlltflnuulr---nt going.

Thm IlllillﬂE also ssphasised the
democratic structure of the schoals




poycobtt. "Decisions Eaken by the committee
wore not Forced on the schools and
sducational institutioma they represented,
but were Etaken from mandates received

from repressntatives from their respective
institutiona."

The double funeral of the Etwo youths
shat in Helt Road became a peaceful
demonstration e people, mainly students,
joined the procession stretching for 2 km,
as the bodiesa were transported from Lhe
church to the cemelary.

Throughout the lesst week of Way, and
during June thers were widespread
detentions with many pupfl. being detained
in pre-dawn raids. 41 students were
arrested and charged with public wioleance
alter polies, having Toreed the gutes apen,
baton-charged a group of puplles inside
the grounds of Bellville South High School.

On 8d.06.0U& the Commitbtes af B1,
after & series of mestings, Jdecided to
end the boycott and called on atludents
te return to school on Manday 20.J04.07 Lo

discuss the boycott and declide whether they
ahould end it or not. In & statement on
gl . 06.06 the Commitbies dald thal atudants
were being called on Lo relnforce BvVArenEss
progranmes on current lesues.
“The Commities also realises Lthat
the students and the general communitby
are atarting Lo ase the boycolt in
its historical perspective, and Ehe
students undersland Lhat the real
powsr lies with the workers and it

is for workers to make the fundamental
demands"” .

The oppressed community has been
indactrinated by government propaganda,.
and the antire community "should actively

counteracl this by erganisimg community
proyrammaes , volcing Lheir frustrations
and digcusaing how to remedy Lheir
dissatiafaction' .

Un Tuesday 10th June the Comasiites
of dl, acting on the mandates of &0
sehoals and sducational imstibutbions,
decided to continue the boycoib. The
Conmittes called For the releases of all
dataineess, the reinatatement of suspeanded
pupils, and pledged their support for the
planned stayavway and the bus boycottb.

In the second last week af term Lhe
rectors  of training and technical colleges
refused to act on Ehe instruction from
the sscretary of Coloured Relations,
demanding the expulsion of all boycotting
studenta. The Following dey, BO0.06.13, .
¥ 00U students from these instituticns
ataged & walk-off and decided to stay away
from the campuses until July when they
expect to be uncomditionally reinatated.

Ine Prime Minister anmounced that a
conprenensive investigation of all aspects
of South African educabion was Lo be
launched through the Human Sciences
Aesearch Council. The follewing day,
B0.0&6.14. o pamphlet "Uur Aim: Education
faf AlL" was distfibuted owver Lthe

Peninsula. The pamphlet guoted extensively
from Prime Hinister dothe.
during the holidays, students in soma

sthools have decided to hold study groups
wiih assistanee from aympathetic teachers,
in &n attempt Lo cover part of Lhe work
which they have missed. This is in reaponse
ta the realisation that unless some

alieapl vas mnede Lo cover Lhis wark, Lhe

whole year would have to be written aff,
which wouwld in ilself prevent any
resoluiion of the boycott. At this stage.
there have been no indications of what the
students intentions are.

The schools boycott has raised teo
mEjor issues - Lhe one relating to the
way in which the students have understoad
thelr sducation. and conceptunlised their
current struggle; and the other relating
ta Lhe manner in which the crgenisation
of the boyeott has been undertsken.

I have already deaslt with Lhe Fack
that the slusenls have not seen their
atruggle simply as an educational issue.
They have examined the sducational system
from the polnt of view of the provision
aof skills necessary for the maintenance ;F
an exploitative system. I have alao
polnted Lo Lhe negative way im which the
anti-capitalist understanding of theirp
position manifested itself at a particular
point in the boyecott. lhrwpwt the
poyeatt Lthe sludenld have stressed the
need for discussion both within the
student body and with the communiby
g-nlrlllr. They have however not besn
enbtirely succeasful in this alm. The
demgcratic form of organiastion that has
emerged during the boyeolt has cerlainly
ajoed the educatiomsl sspact of Lhe
boycobi. dut the vielations of the majority
decisions are indicetors of a weakness in
the student organisation, The studenls have
aimed Lo encourage thorough discussionm of
sErateglc as well as analytical yueations,
bul one must guestion the exbenl Lo which
this has taken place. At various = =8,




large numbers of children were not aven
going to sehool grounds, et IEEE]
participating in evareness progranmes .
The faorm of erganisation has developed
put of the situstion, and has tried Lo
move Avay from a division befween a
leadership group and the atudent body tao
a situation in which decision-making

has bean decentralissd to a large degree.
For this to be & succesaful way of
organising, widespresd understanding of
the issues is epsenbtlial.

THE MEAT STRIKE .

THE EVENTS leading to the indusiry-wide
sirike of 750 meat workers in Cape Town,
which is at tha ktime of writing in its
seventh week; involued dispulea in two
mealt Factories = Table Bay Cold Storage,
and Metional Heak Supply (WMS). In April
the Western Provineces General Workers
- Wl an I:H'F‘El.l}r representing 100 workers

at Table Bay (all members of Lhe wnian),
sent & letter to Ehe managesent requestbing
a mesting st which the workers®
democratically slected committes of &
workers would be introduced. Management
conwvensd o mesting but insilsted that &
lisimon committes onmily would be recognised,
and that the workers should dissociste
themaslves from the unlen - this last
point despite the Feact that the workers
had not demended final Fecognition of
thelir union. The workers refused to accept.
@ limiwon committes or the condibtlons laid
dawh by managesent, The union sent out @ .
second letter repeating the workers"

stand on thess issuss.

On 80.05.07 the workers went to work
but refused to start work until Hr Selzer,
the menaging direcktor, had spoken te
them. They were duly sddresssd by Mr
Selzer, and representatives from the
Jepartmant of Manpower Utilisationm. The
vorkers refused to accept bthe canditions
of fered to them snd left the Ffactory.

The following day kthey returned to work mnd
indicated that Lif management recognised
thelir coamittesas, bthey would work.

Hanagement refused and told the workers

ko take their money snd leave. The workers
refused their money, and left.

The next day, 010.05.07, the Jeaint
Heat Workers Commibttee, representing l4
factories, convened a mesting and drew
g & letker to Table Bay menagemsnt,
copies of which wers sent to the ménage-
menits of all other meat Fectories. The
meat workers indicated that they wers not
prepared to do the work of the Table Bay




Aedbe lur thea. Un Way 10LH. 570 meal
wulkerd held a 888 veeling Lo Jdiscuss
the lable-day disgule. _

Un Jdunday oU.0%. 102 the Table Jay
dorkers returned to work Lo hear
manayesenit's response. Ar Selegr refused
to sapems tu Lhes, Dul senl & acssage Lo
the workers that they hed Lersinaled LUheir
cnﬁlr:nii by sbtriking [(Lhey sre all
conblract vorkers) sand shnuuld collect their
pay and leave. The varkers refused Lo
callechk thelr pay and lefb Lhse Ffacholfy.

where Lhere were a large nusaber of palice.
Nanayesent issued a atatement repeating
their vasic points and claiming Lhe
collective support of all Aeat employers
in their stand.

Tne dispute at Yational Meak Supply
(%15) invelved 1%] workers approaching
manajeagnt for recognition of an
unregistcred democrabtically elecied
vofkers comalbltes representing ell workers,
african and coloured. %A5 agreed Lo

recognise btne conmities LT it represented

africen workers only. lhe workers'

rejection of this is in line with wPGWu

policy.

A meeting of all smeat workers on
Saturday 44.0%.17 decided that the Table
day workers cuamibtlees should ga again to
the Flifn on Mongay metaing and Lry to
discuss Lhe posiliuvn. The Table day
coasitiee was accompanied by vorker
representelives from sach Pf.lhl uther
neal ftired. lir Selser refused to talk to
the comnltiee and when Lhe represeniablves
rEgporied vack tu thelr Firma, about 750
vorkers wvalked val in & one day protest.
Jin fuesday BG.0%.20, when bthe workers
returned to work tu'drl-nu m sebttlenent
at luole day and 3153, Lthey Found the riol
police surrounding all tne Firme. The
workers were locked out at nearly 20
faclories. 4JJ workers walked to Langa
where Lney held a meeting. They decided
Lo stay on sirike wntil Lhe Tollowing
deasnds wore asie
i. Tne unconagitional reinstetesent of all

neat workers,

2. Ihe recoynithon of an unreglislered
workers coaaitbies at Table day Cold
Storaye

}. The recognition of an unregistered
workers commities at “wational Heat
Supply .

Un G0.3%5.23 Lthe employers in Lhe
Cape Town Heal Indusiry and Livestock
Agenchies lesued 8 juint stetement, a
nalf-page paid for advertisemenkt, "Lo
correct the misconceplion aboubt the current
labour wnrest in this industry." They
saintained that the workers had bygpassed




normal chennels; and had

"reverted to illegal sirike msction
befors lthllﬂtiﬂz to dimcuss their
claime in s constitutional manner...
The saploysrs® pomition is to show
that such irresponsible sand illegal
strike sction which Lends Lo sscalate
conflict and promete confronmtation
will not succesd™.

SUPPORT FOR THE STRIKE.

On B80.0%.22 the workers called for
support in thres arsss:

. Financial support to enable the workers
to stay out wntil their demands wers
met
Suppart for = red meat boyecokt;

« Discouragement of acab labour im the
maat firms.

Hany community orgenisationm,
ratepayer and tenant assocciations,
organisations of &tudents end puplile. snd
the buteheries in the african townships
sndorsed the call for the boyeott.

" During the preceding week, the 17
butcheries had closed due Lo communily
pressure. The Union appealed ko the
community to smllow them Lo sell their

old stock snd to sell chicken snd wgge.
When the call Ffor & red meat boycott was
formalised, all 17 butcheries agresd Eo
ssll chicken only. Thess sympathetic
I-I.'q-lﬂ.l.lltlﬁﬂl were invited by the union
to slect representatives to a boycoki-
support committes which would co-
ofdinate and direct support sctivities.
The meat workers made it guite clear that
they were to lead all sctivities connected
with %the meat strike, and that no
organisation should teke any initlative
on its own. The sction of Ehe studenis

in the supsrmarkeits, in which meak was
one of the main products to be unshelved,
was one violation of this regquest.

The uﬂ;un has @aa Far received R&D Q00
in donation®, with a large proportion of
this support coming from lovw-pald workers,
arriving in sasll but regular
conbributions. Collection of money has besn
erganised in various ways, on a door=to=
dos"basis in townships end Cape Flats
communities, and in factories. There
have aleso besn extensive collectiona
from churches and from private individuals.
Support comalttess have been sek up in
Jahannesburg, Uurban snd Pietermaritzburg
to co-ordinate fundreising activities in
thess areas. Am yak, It is diffieult to
assess the conkribution sede by thess
cantres.

The boycotk call wam repldly teken
p in the black areas af the Westsrn
Caps with pupilfetudent orgenisstions
and the larys number of community mestings
that weres being held at the time playing
an impartent role in spreading bthe boycoltk,
The butchers of the Caepe Flakts ware
preasurised by the communities to take &

stand., Aepresentatives went t;_IEl meak
bosses on 80.0%.27 te uige them ta
negotiate a sasttidgment. This attempt
failed. The 180 bytehears came out in
support of the bofcott on BO.0&.03 when
they decided to stop sslling red seat.
Howswver, after 3 days 150 of these butchers
started selling red meat again; thiw
points to the conflickting interests of
the mealt wvorfkers and the petty-bourgeals
butchers. The people in the community

have remained committed to their boyoetbt
and thess 150 butchsrs have reported wery
low sales. By the sixth week of the skrike,
many butchers felt that they mighkt be
forced out of busines¥ by the deadlock
sltuation.

Un 80.06.23 & stetement issued by o
spokesman For the butchers appsalad to
employsrs to begin negotistions so that
the situstlon could be normelised aw soon
a8 possible.

Un B0.06.09 the union issued a
statement ko the effect that they had besn
approached by people elsswhers in the
country to meke the boycott & national
affair. The resson for this is that the
entire Sowth African meakt industry is
controlled by three largs conglomerate
companiss. The parent companiess of the
Cape Town mealt enterpriss are based
outeide of Cape Town. An article in the
Sunday Express (E0.06.22) snnounced that
thres =ajor Sowe ko erganisations - ALAPD,
Soweto Civic Association and the Soweto
iraders Associstion had pledged their
support for & red meat baycott, as wall
as pledging Finencial basking to the
WFGWU, Three Consultetive Committee Ltradse
unions and the Black Housewiwes Leaague
also agreed to support the beyeatt. IF
this Transveal boyecott is succemsful,; it
could have a mignificant effect on the
preseant deadlock situation.

It appears that the meat boEses &re
having severe difficulties with scab

labour . Some 15% of bthe original labour
force did not go on strike. Apart From
these workers, the companies have bean
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Editorial

Til5 CoIlTiuN of durk In FPrugfess explores
a nuaper of boe guoestivng reised in the
pditoriel of 448 L2, lnere, o8 Suygyesbed
Lnat werking class issues extended well
peyund Uhe factory flosr, ur "puint of
productien® , anu ko sose coges incluoded
saliers relabted to transport, ronbs asnd
guucalion,

Five igsuves of Lramsporl and olack
cducakion are Jeslt wibh in sowe Jdoleil
in the articles Lthat follow. tha long
conblricubion un Lhe Jestern Cape inclusdes
sgckiona on woth Lthe achools boycolbl and
khie Cape lown bus boyecoltb, and esplores
ine contenl and dynemics of Lhese issuss.
f casg stuuies on bus ovoycotls (HMadadeni=
Usizweni, and Hasmaradale) sugyest Lthatl
tive question of tramsport say have @
working class caonitent, especimlly when
workinyg class area’s ore sitvalea some
distance from industirial sod commerccial
centres, amd brsmapoart fares are & large
and recurrent sspense For workers .

These conkfibulions are & 3Ipecilic
inkervention in eertain debates. FThare

[T |

auaper of "pulitical' snd "communily®
issues neve seen Lhe de-eaplasising of
wartser inlerests within brosd allisnces
ubganisod arueund aolkions like "Lhe
cunaunity?, "ulacxe', "Lhe people’, ekc.
tuwawver, recent developnents hawve
Buyyested that alliancea led oy working
clasy interests can Lake uvp "community"
issues Buch as renls and transport wilhoul
anny necessary loss of a working class
cunbent .

wnoerlyinyg this pesition is the idea
sl Lue cepitalist soparaktivn belween
factury ond cogsmunily can be overcome In
ghiuygle &y Lhrouyh oryantsation, and
wiF hus arbteapled to documenl cerlain
ipmiances of this unere & @orking class
ileredl bhas dusinobed Lhe allisnces

e buwd do sucl: sebiviby .

lhigre ks @ oecend major these in Lhis
diib, wehich runa bhrough Lhe cwalribulilon
wh Lhe press. @3 wall s Lhe Lueo sections
desliing with resistance bw the Daposilionw
wl "ellmic educalion” . JILimablély, Lhé
institutiunse of the riling classes (ba
tivey the schoaly of vantu Educalion or
e comsmercial upt“]; gerue the inleresls
wf thal class and Tuneblion Lo malnktalinm Lhe
exiabing structure af svcieky. A national

The nature of WIF, which is to stimuvlate
dgebate and present controversial views,
gnsures that the apinions expressed do
not necessarily reflect the wiews of
the asditorial colleckive.

are thoss who have argusd thet working press that is nobl & capitalisk press i=

class vryenisalion shouwld be cenfined to impossible to jsagime within Lhe coenfines
fauctory Fluor issuea: Lhis position has
reflected leyitinate concern that wider

isgues have of ten seen Lhe subordimation

af capitalist sociely, as i: & mon-
cppressive sducstional syslem. Howewer,
a8 bthe contributione refarred Lo abowe

gl wurker interesla Lo Lhose af Lhe
petiy bourgecisie or obther clasasa. A

argue, bhe sajor institutions of
jdevlogical control {the medis, education]




'uling casual sceb lebour. The meat oooses
have Found it hard to kesp thess scabs al
work becauves of comsunity pressurs on
ithem not to take such jows, and because
many complain that the jobs enteil very
heavy work The level of productiom is

apparently vary low. Heports from bubehers

and a meat processing Facktory indicate
that they are nol receiving any stock.

During the week T = L5 June, thres seat

ships docked . -in the Cape Town harbour

and there was no weat Lo pe loaded.

ATTEAPIS To ENo THE STRIKE.

There have besn various attempls to end
the dispute. | have alreaoy wentioned
the atbteapt by repressntotives of Ehe
Cape Butchers Associastion (CHA) at the
angd af day. Un Ehe 7th ar 1itn af June,
the chairman of this sssocistion, "
Jaffer, spoke to one of the meat Firm
manager® wha indicated that he was prepared
to take his workers back, bulb that the
other managenents, particularly Table Aay
Cold Storage and Yational Meat Supply.
were still intransigent. A further .
mesling between the CHA and the managers
was suggested, bul this meeting has nol
taken place.

W gd.uG.06 Lhe Progressive Federal
FParty (FFP) issued & stabement to L
effect that the Hegional Couwnell of the
party was Lo requesl a meeting with
employsrs in the meat industry. & decimion
on whelher or not to supporl the @eat
buycutlt &nd Lhe strike would be taken in
the Light of the Hegiuvnal nxeculive report,
Lo e subwitted oy O0.08.01L.: The decimion
#as that Lhe PFF roulo not support Lhe

buyeotk. PFP representalives did =weet
vith the meatgmployers and in a stateasnl
Lesued on al.U6.12. dAr Philip Hyburyh
indicated thalbt "sanagesment was nore Lhan
prepared Lo negquilate with o pfoperly
elected workers commikttes.' According

to them, therefore; the dispute does not
focus on the Lssue of workers cosmibtLees,
a8 ls claimed by the workers. danagesent
is not, however, prepared to negobtiate the
return .ol workgrs who went on slirike!l

The PF¥ representetive heo. however,
indicated tu Lhe wnion officials that
pwlh the vorkers commiltes and Lthe

return of the workers were non=negollable
a8 far as the asployers were concermed.

Um 3J.06.26 Jr Aoreine aof the FFP
issued a Further statement requesting
ithat the governmani relesss Lthe detained
union officials "so that they cau ld play
their rightful roale in emndaing the deadlock
whieh was hurting all parties concerned'.
dorgine slse said that "In ssparate
discussions Wwith management and workers
AL i# clear thaltl there is tﬂ"lld!t-hll
difference of opinion as to Lhe baskc
causes of the dilﬁutl.' He called on
ananageaent Eo wse the initistive which
lay wilh Ehem Lo open negotialiona.

tishop Twbtu of the Soukth African
Council of Churches offered his services
a8 mediator in the meat dispute, in &
press statessnt he lesued. As yel,
nuthing has come of Lhis.

Various churchaen hawve coae oubl in
suppert of the asalvurkers and Lssued
statwesenis urying the smployers tou snter
into negotimtions. Joth the Catholic anmd

page 10

and Anglican Bishaps of Cape Town hawe
Racde statements on Lhe atrike.

& It is guite clear that the WFGIU has

used avery avenuge open to it in atteapts
Lo get the negyotiation process started.

STATC INTERVENT N TH It IKE .

ine state nas peen charectorssed by
unpgrecedented sLrike gntervenilion. Un
dd.u%. 25 Lhe meat sosses atlendesd =
meeling with Ar Jdorrisen, deputy minister
afl Lhe Jepartment of Co-operation and
Oevelugmanl. 4 slateasnt vos issued
indicating teal Lhe gusernmenl and the
busses nad Jdecided on o coamun line of
aetion Lo selile the alspute. %o clarity
nag veen grovided as Lo what this line of
aclion ig. Ihe only indication of its )
nature cam be Jauged froa the Form that
Lisg Fesl of silaele interventiom has Laken,
Un #0.0%.27 two of the union's
oryanisers, Jave Lewia anu Ji Cooper, were
getained under section 22 of the Ceneral
Las dmendoent Act, and were subgeyuently
transferred to section 10 of the Internal
Security Act. which allows for imndeflinite
detenlion. Subseguently, on BO0.UR.13, two
people who aelped the WPGWU, Hike Horris
and Jawn Frankish. were alae detained
wnuer sectlon 32, and then tranaferred to
seclion lU detention. On BO.06.20, another
léo wrfyanisers were picked up oy police
at 3-Jugm: al tne time of wribting, Wilson
Sidine s atill Being held under seclion
22. while lora Hehlamakuly was relesased
later the same Jday, afbter being guestioned.
Anuther arganiger, Rev o Jdaraviu, was
delained FTor guesilioning Ffor three hours.




Various pemphlets put out by the unlon
have been banned. During the wesk % - 15
June. several people were arrested and
charged with of fences relating Lo the meat
akrike.

Un BO.06.12, 42 striking workers were
arrested for pess offences in & pollce
raid on lTable Bay Cold Storage hostel.
fThey appeared in courtb later that day.
and after being refused bail were told
that they would appear in court again on
Wednesday 90.06.18. The magistrate found
all 4 worekers guilty of being in Cape
Tewn fllegally. The prosecutor asked Ethe
court to caution and dimeharge Lhe men,
@#ho were then sent back to the Tronskei
on @0 .06.1% under police escort. The
wnion said that these workers would be
called back if the meat dispubte was '
gebtled.

Un BuU.0&6.02 the state raised the floar
price of meat by 154. This floor price is
the statutory minimum price paid by the
- Heat doard for meat at avctions. lts
direct effect is to emsure & minimuwm price
far the Facrsers. The raising of the floor
price indirectly decreases the pressure
from farmers on the meat industry due
to decreased production caumed By Lhe
atrike, as well as the decreased
consumption due to the boycott.

One needs to ask why aupport for the
meat strike has been particularly wide=
spread, and why the support From the
black communities has besn 80 sktrong.

The answer seems to lie in the nature
the demand being made. The demand Tor
democratically elected repressntation

and active participation in procesases
affecting one®s own position is an integral
part of most struggles by the oppressed
people in South a4frica. Seen im this
contexl [41T"] bﬁ*l woFkerd demand For a

democretical ly eslected vorkers commiltiee

-Lakes on an added significance as part of

s more general struggle. The gnw-rnu-ﬂf';
ban on all mesktings related Lo strikes and
boycoblts is directed againat the support
thal nes been given to these strugyles. Mok
only has the ban placed a Turther
resiriction on the WPCOWU |, im that it
prevents any co=ordinated decision-makinmg
and ackion. It nas added implication for
tne meat workers' strike because of the
reliance of the union on communlty supporl
for the red neak boycott and Ffur Finenclial
adslatanceé. Holkh of Lhese issues had been
ralsed st community mealings where union
organisers and meat workers could explaln
the ipsues involwed in the stflke snd
eglaborate on Lhe workers' calls. Communitby
organisstion in Cape Town iB not strong
enough at the moment for ccmmunity
avareness to be sustained without regular
meakbinga.

dne has also to question Lhe high
degres of atate intervention in this
#akrike, and the nature of the
interventions mede. As yeil, none of the
state's actions have been direcied towards
negotiation and mettlement of the dispute.
The workers® dewand For en unregistered

elected workers committee is an entirely
reasonable one. Bulb the state's responas

has been repressive. The state has allowed
the meat managements to adopt a
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partieularly aygressive atend in @&
pulitically extromely explosive situation
in the Weatern Cape. The roles of the
various organg of the state from the
beginning af the dispute, and the sLate-
tolerated intransigence of the eaployers
raises the question of whether this skrike
iz being used in @n attempt to crush
progressive brade unionism amongst workers
im the Wesbternm Cape. This should be
exaained in tha light of the WPLWU's
stand against registration under the
conditiona laid down by the Wishahn
Commissiony it should also be viewsd in
the light af the strength displayed by
the WPEWU's members ln the atevedorss®
dispute at the beginning of the year,
where Lhe union galned recogaition of tha
workers' right to be members of the WPGWLU
and to have union representatives in anm
obaerver capacity, desapite the Fact Ethat
WPGWU is unreylstersd.

THE BUS HUYCONI .

0N SUNOAY BO.05.25 a meeting of &0
communi by organisations decided te
implemant a sass Doyecott of buses am from
00.96.02. A dus Action Committoe was ael
up to co-ordinate the boycoit. Throughout
Lhe fallowing week, comaunity meetings
wers held in all the Westernm Cape
townships to discuss snd endorse the
ll#ll;‘hg.'. decigsion. Action committiees
werd eslected Lo Ltake responsibilitby

for the arganisation of the boycobt within
the coapunilies. In most areas, central
plek=up points were oryanised so that
thoaes who had cors could sssist thoae




who hau .0 alternative means of Eranaport.
Uver the weskend, the school students
went from door to door polinbting out why
there was a need Mo & bud boycott and
eaplaining what arrangements had been
mada for it.

They explained that the call for a
boycott had been aade in response 1o Fares
peing increased by betwesn 305 and 1005,
Ihe inereases were in accordance with the
decision of Ethe Satiomal Tramaport
Commisgion on the recent application by
City Tramvways Cumpany, which centrols
moat bus transport in Cape Town. This
company had been vnsuccessful in raising
bus fares Lowards the end of last year.

ihe boyeotkt oegan on Honday BD.04.02
in an slready militent almoaphere crested
by the & wesk-lony school boycott, the
‘loek out af the meat workers, and the
boyecott of red meat. Very few people caught
buses on Monday morning and on some roukes
the buses were completely emply. Feaple
gither walked Lo work, nitched lifts from
those wikth cars, or cought Erains, although
somg bownships. such as Henower FPark,
are not served by the railways. During
the day on Honday. Ehere a8 one sSLoRing
incident in Halt Aoad, Elsies Hiver. the
area in which two people had been ahol
dead by police the previous week. Un
Aonday night, hewever. stoning of BU
buses caused City Tramways bto withdraw
services from Cape Flais Lownships.

Sormal services were resumed on
Tuesday morning. Fiftesn buses were
stoned and moat buses were half full.
City Tramways annownced thal Lhe company

wiuld begln lﬂjuiting the sarvices Lo
meak the denand. People on the Cape

Flats had organised themselves more

af feckively, with many of them displaying
placards with their destinations on

them. Taxis were charging lower than
normal rates to ferry people ko work,

The fare being charged was anly alightly
mars thanm the bus fare. On Tuesday night,
%) more buses were stoned, in Ethe courdsé
af which two drivers were injured. The
Cape Times of d0.06.04 reported thak

City Tramways had declded Lo fun garvices
only on demamd from Howbray to Claremont.
These buses did nol, huwever, yo all the
way to their normal destinations. Buses
from Wowbray went to Mannenburg Police
Station in Klip Aoad, and from Claremonkt
miong Lansdowne Road to Nyenga Station

in Duinefontein Road.

During the course of Wedneaday,
80.26.04, 46 bunes were sktoned in the
township of £Elales River, Havensmead and
deideveld., The reduced bus service was
gtill carrying only half its capacity.
The services to more areas were cut off
pecause of stonings, for example Lthe
service Loflsies River..The South African
Haklvays snnounced Lhat they had pul
additional trmins on the lines to Nysnga,
a roubte secvicing Nysnga, Cugulebu snd
Langa thet was no loager aefved by bDuses
due to the lack of demand, and stone
thrawiny., City Tramways confirmed Lhat Lhey
had cancelled five buses the pravious
day and three buses on Wednesday. Police
confirmed that they had mads nine arreslts
and eharges of publie violence had been
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laid.,

dn Thuraday a spoakesman for the
Tramvays and Usnibus Workers Union said
that City Tramways had been asked ko
abitach grida to bus windowa Eo protect
drivers from stoene throwing. More
drivers had been injured dutimg the
preceding days. He alao sald that the
bus boycott was to put City Tramways ouk
of businedad and added Lhalt coamulbers had
had their oppertunity to air their
yrisvances in the Supreme Court and to

Om Fridey B0.06.06 a spokesman for
City Tramways declined to comment on the
drivera' reguest. He also explalned that
the company was unlikely to suffer any
financial loss im the lomng run, since it
would carry the cost only up to & point,
and then Lhe cest would be passed on Lo
the commubter in the form of increased
fares or would hawe La be recovered
From khe government in the Fform of a
subbidy or grant.

Friday saw a helightened lewvel of
vialence, with services toElsies River
beiny wlihdrawn. Buses were stoned in
Atnlone, Aetreat; Phillippi lﬁq Erlilr'
Park . A City Tramways spokesman sald
thakt Lus services were funning at mbout
50% of trips. PFolice sek up rosd blocks
throughout the Peninsula and the
Weskern Cape divisional ares in a"routine'
blitz an Thursdsy night. They asarched
cars and checked on the number of
passsngers being carried.

Un Saturday morning L300 000 pllbhlltl
smigned by "Concerned Citizems of Cape




Town' were droppad From a light aireraft
over Mitehell's Plain and Athlone. The
pamphlets tslked about the position af
the bus drivers, and ended wikh the call
"Let*s nat be Ffoolish. Stop the boycotk.?
Uyer the weskend the Bus Action Conmittes
met and decided to continue the boyeatlb.
The pamphlels appear not to have had any
noticeable affect.

City Tramways said on Monday B80.06&.09
that the bus services contimued to be
undar-usaed. They had had to limit their
spervices in two areas on Honday nighk.
Feaple continmued to hiteh Liftes along
wll the main rosds lesding to places of
watk . Many people ussd thelr cers am o
farry syatem from particular points in
the communities. On Tuesday 00.06.10
the already overloaded Cape Flats railway
system produced delays when nnly one half
of the line petween Langs and donteheuwsl
could be uvaed dus te Fepalr work. Soms
people felt thet this had been deliberately
done to inconvenience them 83 that thay
would eand Lhe boyecotb.

Un B0.06.12 a high schoal student was
knocked down by a bus after pupils had
been helping to organise 1ifts For peopls
boycotting buses nesr Henover Park bus
terminus,  There are conflicting stories
as to Lhe exack nature of the accident
buk it was one incident in the midab of
escalating stening, violence and police
acbtion in the bus boycott., The police had
intervensd at Henover Park to prewvent
people from allegedly removing otbthers
from busea.

Umtil B0.06.13%, when mesitimga were

banned, community sestings had beean held
extensivealy &and had played a cenktral role
in kEeeping the boycott going and in
ironing out problems that emerged. For
exampla, in Lenge & community meeting set
8 maximum fare of I5c for taxis along
normal bus roules between Lowneships.
Anyone who #as charged more than this

vas asked to fepoflt Ehe wvehicle

registration number te the locel bus action

group. This snebled the Hus Action
Committes, with the support of Uhe
particular community, to approach the taxi
drivers and thus control the prices.
Ihis is the way in which communiky
involvement in the bus boycott has enabled
the Jus Action Committes to co-ordinate
avenits. This kind of community-based
democratic organisstion has Bean an
important part of all the struggles in
Cape Town over the last three months,
Theoughuut the following two weeks,
the Hus Aetion Committee and City Tramways
have issued pamphlets and stakements
afguing their respective cases. fhe Argus
carried an article on 80.06.26 claiming
that the bus Sefvice had been 'Eut by 0%
lasl weex and wes providing only a token
gervice to certain townships®. The Etoken
service ko Langa, Myanga and Euquh;t;u.
was nek being used, accordimg to a City
Iramways spokesman. |t appears that therse
has bean & FTurlblher increase in the Fares
being charged on certaln routes.

GEMERAL .

OURING THE last two months there have bean
a number of work stoppages and day-long
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atrikes in the Western Cape, in which
demands Tor higher wages have besn made.
im all of them, the impending incremss in
bus fares has peen specificamlly

mentioned as amne of Lhe maim hardahips.

3 000 workers downed tools at lunch-
time on 3J.0%5,210 at the clothinmg Factory,
Kex Trueform, in protest ageinst the
stesp increases in busfares due Lo come
inlflo effect a week later. Workers recelved
a letier from asnagement saying thakt sages
were under lnveatligetion. gnad that workers
could be sssured of an increass. The
Garmenl Workera Union ewmecubive met wikh
manayenent during the courss of the
afternoon. The following day a 105 acroas
the board wage increase waes granted by .
the industrisl councily; although the
Garmgnt Workers Union emphasised that the
increases had not "been grankted as a
result of work stoppage at Rex Trueform,
but because of increased bus-fares'.

200 workers at Tej knitlinr factory
in Steenbery stopped work for several hours
on BO.U5.217, demending @ R} Lnereass in
their attendance allowance, yhluh was then
#l. The Garment Workers Union, which
represenits the workers in that induskry.
had already negotisted a 10% increase for
all Enitling workera, and agresd to smake
represantation to the industrial council
on the issue of the increased atbendance
bonuass. lhe wvorkers cosplained that the
Rl was not enough to cover Ehe increased
bus-Tares.

Un 80.06.02 workers atl Fine Chemicgla
in Epping refulfed Lo work, in suppact of

demands for higher wages and a




democratically elected workers comsliiee.
The demand for highear wages was "in
reaponss Lo the rising cost of livimg
and the incressed bus Fares'. Management
was hawving discusalons with them. Yo
furiher reports were made on this strike.

Om 33.06.93, 28 temporary staff
mgmpers inm the mail section of Africe
Mail Advertising walked out in & dispute
aver wages and transport. The workers
asked for @ wage increase due Lo bhe
increase in bus fares, and for tranaport
far the duration of the bus boycolt. Tha
menagenent refused to discuss grievances
on Jrd and &4th aof June, and no subhseguent
teports appearsd on this strike.

400 construction wurkers at & water
Jreatment plant of LTA Construction
Company in disckheatn downed Louls in @&
wage dispute, because of bus fares, on
00 .06.03. After & two day stuoppage they

-returnes to work having been given an
assurance that the Firm woula 'do its

gpest to mee that wages weare raised.' An
immeuiate increase was problematic,
howewver, and workers were told Gto walit
until the next Wage ODoard debtermimnation 1n
Septeaber.

On #0.06.00, 00 workers downed tools
on Lthe Hodel-Morris building site al
Mitehell's Plain business cenbre bDeCAUSH
of & dispute over the new.Induskriasl
Council wages agresment for the bullding
industry. After being essured that the
satters they had raised would oe Laken up
at Industrial Council lewvely the men rek-
urned to work on B0.06.12; but agaln

gtoeppsd later the same day. LL mppears

that the issue has not yet been resolved
and that there are divisions

smongat the workers as o how the issus
should be tackled. Some are happy Lo
proceas their demands through the Indust-
fial Council. Other workers handed
management a petition on 80 .06.12.
demanding & general increassa for

all workera on the site, labourers and
artisans and demanding that the holiday
fund section of salacies Be included in
pay packets. The patition argued that
the desands were due to Lhe cost of living
and the inflation rate.

A staysway was called on the lath and
17th of June throughout the country. but
the response Lo Lhe call im kthe Weat-
arn Cope was unijue. Lt hes been estimaeted
that 70% of the workers in the Wesbern Cape
sbtayed away from work on the léth and that
althoug more pecple were abl work om the
Lith, #till more than half of the coloured
and africam workfurce stayed at home. An
estimgte by the Cape Eaployers' Assaciation

wes a GUS stayawvay on Tussoay 17th.

In the clothing industry , some G400
factories empleying 30 000 wurkers hed to
stop prodection and losses of four to five
maillion ramd were incurred. dullding con-
struction sltes were inective - atkendance
in the building induatey was described as
"pretty poar' By the chaivman of Lha
duilding Industrial Council., There was @
72% steyaway on the dogks. EBresd and milk
deliveries weare saverely disrupbted. All
shope in Athlone closed For the twe days

page la&

in sccordance with a decision by the
Athlone Busimesa and Professional Traders
Association.

From 80.06.06, the unrest end violence
which had been restricted to the stoning
of buses snd motoriate by students became
more widespread. [he authorities hawe
asccibed this Lo the "skallis" «lsment.
What Le apparent is that this "skollie
elesent' is not & defineable group of
people. There are & number of factors
whieh lead to people In particular circum=-
atances behaving kn & violent way. None
of thess can be ssen to aoffer & complete
explanation. Le Lrange, commenting on
the violence, sald:

“All I say is that we no longer have
to do here with school, mest or bus
boycottera. We ars concerned now

with criminal, violenk, skollie
slenents and we will sct relentlessmly
.mgainat them, e longer is this
comaunity action, bubt a casa af
completely irresponsible elements.”

The agtions of Lthe state hed, on the one
hand, limited the extent Lo which psople
cuuld constructively participate in
community sction, and on the oLher, had
increased the direct confrontation . AL
the seme time, the state had taken little
direcl seclion to address itself to the
yrievances and demande that had been art-
iculated,

The banning of pollitical mestings and
the comaunities' apparent scceptance of the
pan,; can be sald te have had an 'lﬂilltlnq
affeck on the unrest. To argue this, one
has to examine the role that mestings ware
playiny in the communitiss. Froa the end
of Hey; it had been precisely thess aest-




ings through which people were informed aof
gvents and isgsues, were politicised and
through which action was co-ardinated.
These meetings had kept people motivabed
and Jdirected. They had channeled people's
frustration;, anger and comasitnent in cer-
tain conatructive directiong. The wvacuum
that was left oy the oenning of pelitical
meetings had more severe resullbts bBecauss

it had been preceded by the arreat and
detention of many community leaders.

But that is not a sufficient explan=
alion. The .Pl'ﬁl.rh-l‘:-ll‘.j.ﬁr'l provided by BxcCESS=
ive police action on @ nuaber of occassions
is. under the chircumstances of bhe Weatern
Cape over the lost three monlha, a wery
importwnt Facktur. The "pollice protection’
provided for the workers who intended
going to work on the LGth and 17th was illn

by many as an act of aggresaion. [The babon-

charging of 200 singlng people at =id-
night on 30.0&.6]1 in Hfuleni [ im whiegh

one policemsn was stabbed to death), Lhe
shooting of at least 41 people in tha
courss of four deys and the use of tear

gas and roadblocks all over the Cape Flats,
all served to increase the anger.

The violence of that week centred on
particular areésd - mainly in Elsies River,
Havensaead, fAektreat,. Valhalla Park. Stean-
barg. Mannenberg and Parkwood. [n these
sreas pesople erscted makeshift parricades
of burning tyres; mattresses and bedateads
scroas many of the main service roads.
There were reporks of satomning of cara and
buses from o large number of areas., Om
the avening of BD.0&.17, looking and arson

began. Supermarkets were looted,

Frectorles, shopa and schools in some Areas
WEFE S8k Ilith. At 13h00 the police rec=
eived ingtructions to use sholtguns when
they caae across looters. The papars

carry auny repockts of instences where Lhe
police opened Fire on crowds.

Until meetings were banned -on B0.36.13
tiw intentiun was to hold pescelul aewl ings
on Honday and luesday to cosmemcrale Etho
events of 1976, These esere beiny crganised
Wilhin comaunitios. After the ben, theae
mErRlings were cancalled. In scme arcas
pamphliets were distributed explaining why
Lthe scheduled meetings hed Leen cancelleda.
Ihe people who hed been organising the
gtayevay end gommemoralion eclivilies
made @ concerted atiempt Lo persuade
ministers in various cnurches Lo devole
part of Lheir services Lu remembering
1976,

despite the fact thal palitical
sclion in Lhe Western Capes over the last
Lhree months shows a marked sophisticatiaen
and polilical maturing aince, for example,
1376, it must not be slared.lhere are
still a nuaber of problems that hinder
eryanisation in the "Western Cape. Jesplte
tlie Ffact that extensive arganisation has
occurred over the past three months, it
mudt be recognised that organisationa
are not, As yet, wvery strong. There
remains a very real nesd Ffor comsoelidation
ko take place Lo provide strengith faor
mooilisation of & united response From
destern Cape communities.

An indieation of the growing strength
of orgenisation in Cape Town, is Lhe
gsuceess of the June LGth stayaway. The
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nature of this stayeswvay differs from the
stayaways wf LF%76, in bthat, even mare Ehan
Liven . Lhis sleyaway wad nol direcled
ByEilngst anythimg. It was naiilher &
protest esguinst svamebthing nor o demand

IT anything, il was
a atotement that the oppressed people in
South Africa can choose how to comaemorale
Lheir higtofy .

for a specilic lsaue.

Tive Fack thal & stayaway
was successfully called for without it
peing directed at a particular achisvahle
gual, is & real indicator of the breadih

I would
aryues Lhat LL ia an bthe besis of Lhe coap-
arative strenyth of the organisation in
Cape lown as opposed to elsewhere in the
cuowntry, thal wene canm understend shy the
succedss of the atayaways <ag restricted Lo
this asres. UL is not sufficient to explain
it by arguing thatl it was called for uhun_

ul arganisalion in Cape Town.

Lhere sere already campaigns oeing run.
inere are similar struggles taking plece

in plowef pefld of Souln Africa =6 well. Thé
JueBlLivn Lo be axaained is how Lhese strug-

yles have been fought. The methods and

stralegies mdupted im all the struggles

im Cape Town have been aimed at etrengthen=
ing the comparatively recent organisation
of the people.

FHE EULTURS of Work in Progress would
sppreciales recelv my urthar contribu=
tions From Ethe regions, such as the
one on the westesn Cape; abowe.




Farm Labour in the
Western Cape

FUA THE laskt two decades small independent
capitalist farmers in the riech frulit-
graowing areas of the Western Cape have
been fighting & lesing battle againat
giant national wine corporations. and

even blgger sultinational food producers.
These big capitalist ayricultural-
pusinesses are capltal intensive. replacing
farm labourers with the advanced technology
of the highly developed capitalist
countries, and demanding higher akills

from their work forces.{l) Although
gmaller faftmda in the area have benefitted
from the increase in cheap labour throwsn
onko the market by these developments,

they mre rapidly Tinding themselves the
dumplng ground aof the resulting unemployed
"surplus® population.(i)

{1}y “VTne motive Force of capitelist
production,. whaigh is Lhe creation of
profits in order toe accumsulakte more
capitel, 18 at the root cause of unemplaoy-
meat kn South Afrkea....Put sleply,. there
is a tendency For capibtalism to whiilise
aore and sure productive machinery in order
to increase bhe surplus proeduced by
workers. This tendency means Ethat....

@8 more machinery &8 introduced....fTewer
varkers sre employed®. (Work Ia Progress
1d %ovenoer 177%9:4). For a iIltull!nn

of capital intensity, and the replacement
of workers by machinery. see bthe editorial

in WiPF 13.

{2} People sxcluded from employsent are
collectively referred to as the relative

surplus Egiulllldﬂ. "“They Torm a surplus
group relative to the average needs of

Among this hidden "surplus® group in
their "volkshuise' are those that cannot
together with the old. Lthe
maimed, kthe jobless youth and the alesheli
wake of the notorious tot system. A the
low wages are driven lower and apread mare
and more thinly over a yrowing population,
so0 "informal® sectoer activily grows: petty
trading, shebeens, prostitution and alea
vialence and spuse of alcohol born of
desperation.( 3}

On a larger scale this situatlion is
being paralleled in the "coloured’ Eown-
ghips of the umban concentrations inm the

find wors,

in the area, wnere Lhe numoers of Lhose
ejected from the surrounding Farms are
opeing swelled by the inoustrial reserve
army of labour.(4) Im Cape Town this has

capitaliam Ffor labour. Bul because
capitalisa"s needs in bthia regard are not
conatankt, the sizre of the relaktive surplus
populakion changes under different
clirounatances”™. (WIP 10, November 197%rii.
The various Forms the celalive surplus
population takes are discussed In the

WIF 10 editoriml) .

{3} For a discusaien of the *informal
sector' and a eritique of the Lerm, aee
Dawid Webster's The Political Economy ol

Survival , Wock In

[5:?;5;-ﬁ4

{4} "Part of Lhe relstive surplus ]

population is refecred to a3 the industrial
of labour.....This reserve

tne econgmy. Firstly it provides & reserve

given rise to an increase of loocsely
organised gangs of unemployed,
streets with knives and guns,
the classes abowe Lthem om Lhe lncome scale.

roaming the
preying on

The casualliy tate L8 enormous. During =
recent weskend in Cape Town there were 10
nurdetrs and 30 reported acts of violence. .
Folice estimabe this Figure to represent
sbout one third of actual acts of

violenee. The city has one of Lhe higheat
par capita crime rates in the world. With
no "colouredsten®(5) in which ko hide
away the relative surplus population
created by capitalism, the urbam poor in
the region are mobilising im a war fer
survival at a rate FTaster than the satate
can conbral by Force.

This is a Lhreat Lo capital im general
Lnrough the destabilisation of the dabour
force and urgent representations have
recantly oesn made to the Minister of
Folice (i) by members of commerce and
indusktry in Cape Town, calling on him to

of perople (workera) who can be employed
when the sconomy expands rfapidly....and
when new large scale (economic) mctivities
are undertaken. Secondly; becsuse of the
competition for jobs between employed
workers and unemployed workers who
conatitute the reserve army of labour;
capitalists are able to kesp wages down™

(WIP Q0eii).

(5) One of the Tunctions of the Bentustene
is to ensure that unemployment asongat
agfpicans is "hidden" in the rural aress,
far avay from the centres of production.
Contral of the african unemplayed then
falls upen the dantusian sdministrations,
rather than the central government.
decause there i3 no aimilar "Coloursdesten®
palicy . unemployment ssongest "coloureds’
has same different affects when compared
to african unemploymentk .




exert more control ower the unemployed and
'ilnqitﬁu.' clasgaed .

inis pilot study was done in an
attempt to understand the sovement of
labour between the city snd its rursl
hinterland. It was done in the Paarl-
Wellingten area and cannot thus be
reyarded as representative of the whole
regiont its aim was to assess the effects,
rather tham the degree. of unemployment
and marginalisation,(&) migrancy and job
Inaecurity among farm workers in the area.
the lebourers interviewed
disclosed remarkably different job
hisktories, exhibiting widely wvaryling
responses to the situation in which they
found Ethemselwes.

The Ffarm on which they worked (all
four have subseguently lafit it) is a
medium-aized stand backing inkto the Klein
Orakensteln mountains near Wellington, It
has plus and apricot orchards together
with smallish Fields of youngberries,
stravberries and yranadillas,

dowever

and an
clive orchard which ie not yet preducing

a crop. Thers is alsc & small dairy herd,
and some p;g'.

DAMIEL TEWEWAN (23] .

Born im Ue Asr, he resched 5landard

- B belore joinimg the reilway offices

there as o clerk. However, he met @ girl
Ffrom Wellington and they decided to setile

——

[(6) Margyinelisation refers to the process
whereby cerkain groups of workers are
parmanently excluded from employmenk in
the most important [.unnpulyr sechtors afl
the sconomy .

near her home and marcy. The only work
avallaple to him thers, he found,; was
farm labour and he managed to Find work
on Lhe sbove Farm in 1976. He was Ltaken
on &t R10 & week anmd in Ffour years Lt had
risen to Rl3. He received a Free house,
rirewosod and half & bag of coarse meal

8 month, in sddition to a lerge beaker of
wine every weekday and two on Saturdays
and Sundays. The two workers' tollets were
cossunal and water was from an external
tap. The house had no ceilings. and a
concrete floor. L was intolerably hobt in
summer and cold inm winter.

His hours of work were from 5.30 to
7.1%, @ 00 Lo 15.00, and 1&6.00 ko l1A.15 on
weekdays . Work on weskends consisbed of
milking at 5.30 to T.00, and again from
18.15 to sbout 19.15. He wes also required
Lo Meed the atock al weekends and light
the fire for hot water in the farm house
im the marnings. Total tise worked came to
about 50 hours & week, bul he was on call
at all times, He was the ‘boss boy' and
orfganised milking and Feeding of stock,
fencing, tres felling and planting, all
tractor work and was a skilled powsr
mower driver. He wndertook all minor
mechanical repairs on the lacm.

On ALY a weok Tenkewan supported a
wife and two amall children. Jages ware
paid avery twd weeks. Most Food purchases
were made at the rarm "shop' - and alb the
end of the two week period were deducted
froem his pay. During the month under
review the *eredit' of two of the warkercs
intervievwed sucesded their wages, and in
the case of a third worker, 1ebte equalled

‘rural aread af the Karoo, which had become

his pay. A constant concern of all three
older workers intetviewed wam Lthe
cancellatlon of their debts. But looking
back in their credit books for the previous
alx sonkthe showed that khey had never
succesded in doing this. Tenkwan aaild
this credit system was general on all
farma in the Pasrl/Wellington districk.
e considered his wage as hliEq abouk
average, Hl% being "high" and R20
exceptional, His wife occasionally added
to their income by doing "stukwerk’ or
casual labour in certainm seasons when she
could get it.

CAHHENT .

In his ressarch in the Hex River .
Walley. Brisn Levy found that farsers
there had changed the non-resident seasponal
labwour Force there from sale "coloureda”
to women, children and african contract
workers.{(7) This wes becauss the
traditional seasonal lesbourers, "coloured"'
men,; were commonly brought im From the

depopulaied through changing farming
methods. The move of agricultursl workers
inkte Lthe towne had cbhwvioualy been aided

Ly seasonal recrulling to the Weatern
Cape. Farmers in the Faarl-Wellimgton area
complained of building oontractors who
were bringing in gangas of "coloured'

lapourers from e Aar and refusing Lo take

(7) drien Levy: Sessonal Higratbonm in the
Weatern Capa. In Farem Labour in SJoulh

Africa MWilson., Looy and Mendrie tld'j
T9%77: 101.



them home on the completiom of their
contracta. They have also Found that,
whareas up until a few years ago workers
would be seasanal, staylng on the Farms
for the entire period, they are now mainly
daily comnubers from other farms and towns.
It appamrs that the fural areas af
the Westecn Cape are belng used as a
springovard inte Cape Town for workers
fron further afield. (his migration is
inereasing as Earco farmers expand their
use of capital-intensive Lechnology,
replacing workers wvith machinery. dy
conpatisen Carming technigues in the
destarn Cape are relatively labour
intenalwve, Lhere belng no ready substitute
For human labour in fruit thinning,
p[:hingr pruning and packing operatiens.
However, as huge Firms such a3 Anglo
American, Woolwortha and Stellenbosch
Farmera Winery buy into the reglon, sven
this position is beginning Lo change,
gvelling the relative surplus population
[unemployed) on both the amaller Marme
and in the towns as families move in
search of work or are housed with Frisnds
or relations. Many simply sguat in the
pari-urban areas of Cape Town. RLaking part
in "informal sector' sctivities including
prostitulivn, shebeen ruAning or crimm:
Althouyh this abundance of labouf
has penefits for the sasmaller capitalist
farms and industries, the growing size of
the at least temporarily unemployed labour
force nas implications lor stabllity within
gociety. fhe unrest and conflict Lhat
pccaapaniss this competition for survival
is & Lhrest to the capitalist aystem of

proguction owver time. [t is especially
threatening to monopoly capitalism as this
demands stapility = "no rioke at the
factory gates, no blocking of roads no
peycolting of transport preventing "their*
workers from getiing te the factories and
of ficea™.(8) Work In Progress has obssrved
that in South Africa an ever=growing
number of people are reallsing Lhak they
probably have nu ehance of ever Finding
steady employmente

"Thim would be espscially prevalent
among the youlth - those people with
high expectations - and thuse workers
being retrenched when their jobs are
taken over by wmachines. This would
apply partieularly to farm workers.
who when displaced From smployment

oy mechanisation in agricultura,

have no gqualifications For jobe in
industry, especially not in monopoly
industry. Thess paople form a thraat
to the reproduction of the capitaliat
system - Lo the ability te maintain
the calm and a belief in Lthe aystes
which allovs it Eo Funclion over a
lang p-riud'.f?]

What Janiel [enkwan and his Family
have undertaken I8 a Ltwo-atage migration
from the Karve into Cape Town. decauss
most of nis skills are unauitable for
Wroan living he will probebly enter the
lapour Torce an the lowest fung gr jaim
the uneaployed reserve army of labour.

PETRHUS ZadHANA (35).

When interviewed, Iammana had been
working on the Tarm fir & week. He had

e —

{d] Editorial in Work Iln Progress Qb,
Noveabsr 1PTPiill .

(9) lpdid p did.
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peen Tired by his previous employer for
demanding a half-day hollday on Christmas
day. The esployer's version was that
laamana wad dfunk and that "dear is isks
anaaks set hom, hy'a "n alim een', and
because the farwer's wife was nervous in
his presance.

fammana was boarn in Wellington and
got several jobs in the town befare being
forced to do farm work. He mowved Mrom Farm
Lo fars between Stellencosch and Wellington
paing fired often or leaving after coming
into confliet with the farmer. When
intefviewed he was esxtremely biktter about
hie situstion. He had & wife and Four
young children Lo support on & wage of
ALl » week. His temperament (and no doubt
nis guick Lnngur} cbwiously did not endear
him to employers, nor would his inéreasing

. alcohol intake and & tendency to vielence

when drunk. He had thus not been Feavoured
in the training of skille, and although
obvioualy intelligent wes completely
ungkilled. He claimed to have besn
reglaced several times im his Job by
african migrant labour Mrom th! Transkei
and expressrd dntense dislike For 'dom
kaffirse". It wae spparent that simee
entering the labour parket his living
standard had dropped.

Ihree monkths afler being ssployed on
the farm on which he was interviewed, he
was Fired for "insolence'. He was said to
be working omn another farm "on the other
side af Wellingteon someshere’ .

* EUAENT .

In addition to permenent enployment




on flr!l in the Weatern Cape,; Lewy

identifies Lhree types of labours

wcasual labour, in whieéh Lhe worker is
hired purely on & daily basis - either as
in the case of women and children Living

on the farm and undertaking odd jubs, or
in the case of a worker hired far a
specific task for which he is paid

on completion.
mworkers employed on a dakly basis ta
perform a seasonal Laak.
swofkers seasonally smployed but on B
rfegular rather thean a casuval Lesis, as

in the case of migrant workers on short
term .contracta.

Although Zemmana's wife and ehildren
Fit into the First category, iL can be
gEen that he Fits inmto none of Lthem.
Although & gquick survey may place I.-.H.
89 & parmanént worker = and the farmer
would identify him as such - his job
history shows that he ks in & alow
migration across the rural areas of the
Western Cape. Because of the high relative
surpglus population of unemployed. and -ELhe
low level of skill demanded on the smaller
farmeg, there is tresendoua job insecurity =
dississals often being For "cheek' or
"making a noise".This has embittered
lammane, and his attiktude makes farmers
unwilling to teach him the skills that
would give him a tos nold of bargalning
puwer in a conflick or allow him to land
& Job et & sore skilled level on the large
agricul tural-busineas esstates.
dia job insecurity is also increased *

by the threat of replacement by alfrlecan
contract labourers from the Transked.

Although the Weatern Cape is theoretically
& "coloured labaur preferance" areas,
large numoera of *permanent’ african
migrants are orraght in on six, nine
and sleven monih conktrackts. They are
cheapar ano tend to be more pollitically
docile than "coloured' labour.

Recruikters of african labour inm the
Wesbtern Cape include the Followings

Hex Aiver Boeregroep

derg Hiver Farmers

Krom River Apple Farmers

Appelwaite

Cape Flats and Peninsula Farmers

Elgin Farmers Group

ratelienbosch Farmers Group

Grapous Farsers Group

Philadelphia Farmers Group

westelike Graan dosre

Kromyvliel Farmers

Uak River Farmers

Owendale Farmers

Fandek luof Landgroep

Ceres Farmers Group

Landeahaof f
In addition, many rlr#lél appear Lo be
@ble to recrult labour independently of
these groups, although this is technically
illegal. Others, until falrly recently,
recruited teams of workera from the
Katan through team gang leadsars who
|lthnugh also labourers, were neverthelesss
paid a higher wage.

Further threats to job security of
male "coloured" Farm labour involwe bthe
use of childrem end builders' laboursrs
from the towns during the grape-pleking
season [ Lheir holidays coincide with thia
activity) a8 well a8 women both From towns
and farms who are hired ak & lower wage
rate.

Because lammana I8 wiwilling to

seek work in Cape Town he faces constant

bl L

algralion, a declining standard of living
and Lhe disrupkions to social and Family
life resulting from continuous changes

af Living place.

LEFINA KAMMIES (about 500 .

Wnhen interviewed, ahe had baen
working for the same employer For about
four years. In that time her wage had
risen by 50c to RY,5%0 & week. In her
previous job ahe, together with her 9-
yaar-old saon and older daughber, had
worked as a team on & fruilt Tarm near
Elgin. They appear to have been eaployed
both casually and seasonally, but were
paid per Ltask (for ewvery load picked
or tray sliced or de-pitited). Their
cambined wage came to 410 & week and no
food was given. Evidently durimg the day
tea was served with vetkoek, but eosl 15e.

Kammies was born in De Aar and was
orought to the Paari-Wellington area by
har fTather, who worked for the Poast
Office, After marriage she did seasonml
work on of arownd the farma on which her
husband was employed. She bore mine
chlldren. dowever, her husband becamse An
alconolic ano was wnable to support Lthe
family. She wes foreed Lo use her Family
a8 a work team doing casual end seasonal
WOrK, actiny as a char inm the towns
Lbeiwesn fsssona. Her position., when
interviewsd, was complicated by several
Facters. during her previous employaent
on another farm she had lost all her
fpapers’ when she burned down her house
while drunk. She had never been to school
and wos illiterate. She was terciflied that
Ehe loss of her documents would be fownd




out By the 'government'. Her fear was
incressed by demands, lawyera' letkters and
visita from debt collectors of @ Wellington
clothing store to which she owed money.
(These were all seen &8 "government®
demanda) . She had bought clothes at the
shop two years previouwsly., and altheugh

she was repaying at Rl a weak she was

reguired to pay at & rate of R7. The store
wads svidently not prepared Lo compromise.
KEanmies wasm 3upporting her husband and

fiwe of her nime ehildren, ineluding &
dauyhter aover the age of 20 who
pecasionally got casual farm work. Alao
gharing part of Ethalr house vas @& couple =
the man worked inm & pisno Factory in
Wellington while the woman ran & ahabean
at the weskends. This led to tension with
the Farmer due to the noise, and both
familles were subsequently evicked from
the house, Kasmies being fired.

Epnmips worked Lhé samé Rourd a8
Tenkwan and .nmmana. Her duties were

domeatiec - washing, itening, cleaning
four nouses and aLtemding to Ehe
sterilisstion of milk equipment - a@

well ae wabterinyg and weeding the large
vegetaple garden. In addition, ahe had to
attend to the youngberries. sirfawberrles
and granadilles.

After being Fired, Kammies was Lhought
to be working "at snother farem down the
valley'. It was not pomsible ko Find out
if ghé Rhad obtalmeéd & houss Lthers.

CUMHENT .

Witnim the larger cycle of slumps and
booms in the capitalisk economy, whieh

cause the e jection and re-smployment of
gome af the poktentisl work Fnr:l,.th|:|
are amaller sessonal cyeles. These are
particularly linked to agriculture. Workers
caught in Lhese smaaller cycles tend to
move betwesn casual labeur in bokh fural
and urban areas; and pericds of workless-
ness in their search for permenent employ-
ment . Uthers. higher wp on the scale,
supplement their urpben wveges with ssasonal
speilas of farm work during helidays and
petween jobs. In the Western Cepes women
and enildren, particularly, are involved
in Lhis cycle. Women form a large
propgurtion of this seasonel lebour force:
They are drawn from three sources:
sdependents of men working on faras
svonen commubting daily from towns during
seasonal activities on the farms, Between
aeagons they form part of Ehe reserve
army of labour in the towns, perfora
domes blec labouwr or undertake activitims
in the ‘"informal sector’
swomen in & similar pomition to the abowve,
but who actually migrate between town
and counkry, living on Tarms durlng the
thirming, picking and packing seasona,
and 2 DAack yards or townships for the
rest of the year. Levy hes sstimated that
these wonen work & average of sight
monthe a year on farme in the Wesbern
Cape. Farmers lnterviewsad by him thought
that For the rest of the year women were
wither unemployed, worked in domestic
labour or in Frult processing factories,
or im the wWest Cosst Fishing '
industey. (1)

———

(10) Levy 1977:93

During her Llife Kewmies opsrated in
this Fleatk and third of theass categories.
Her poslition when interviewed, howewer,
was that of Zwsmana's (ie in & slow
migration acroas the Westerm Cape),
possibly through the nesd For adequate
sccommodation for her large Family which
only a farm would provide. Howewver, in
the abeesnce of Ffarm work ik waes likely
that ahe would be Torced into & Ltowm and
agaln inko a rural-urban movement .

The sitvation of Kemmies reveals
saveral ather aspects of Farm labour in
the area. Apart from her children, she was
supparkting an elcoholic husbend and an
out=of=work older daughter. Furthermore,
ahe ahared her house with & couple whao
had a wery different relaktionship from
hers to capitalist smploysent: the man &
permanent laboursf in & Fackory, and his
wife engaged in classical "informal ssctor’”
activity - running & shebesen. Although
the latter two were eviclted from the
house, they would have no brouble in
abtaining other sccommodation throwgh theirp
ability to pay rent. They were simply part
af the urban proletariat {(workimg clasa),
the difference being theat only part of
their income wea derived from labourers®
wa Qas .

POLLIES KAAMIES (13).

Thism ehild, born in the Wellingkon
ares . had besn used a8 an Essistent by
his mother; Lefine; since he could walk.
When interviewsd in mid-1777 he was 13
and sttending school im the mornings.

Ian the aftefnesns he was fegquired Lo work




on the farm, far which he was paid RZ,50

a weaek tLogether with a plece of available
fruit each day. His entire wege apparently
went Lo his mather, who occasionally
allowed him a few cents for & treat. ALl
younger children on the farm sssisted their
glders and were paid with only & small
amount of frult each day.

During the yasr (1979) Tollies began
dropping cut of mchool for days. then weeks
at @ time, On several cccaslions he made
ktrips Lo Cape Town accompanied by other
youtne of his age. Apouwt the kime hia
mother was fired he had apparently passed
beyond har control. He wes not slesping
at home or attending school, and was
constantly inm the company of a group af
youlthsa roaming the farms, working where
they could and probably living on salolen
fruit and chickens, abdut «hich Lharse was
much complaint from Farmers,

COAMENT .

In Tollies we catch a glimpae of the
march af proletabien chiloren into bthe
lumpen=proletariesn "skolly' ganys which
operate in meny working class townships
around Cape Town. [t is these gengs which
fuelled the Fire in the "riots® of 197&,
and have given rises to urgent seetings
petween commerce and the represslve arm
af the state (mainly the police in this
case) . However, the emergence and
development of thess gangs i a complex
pru:;il.ﬂllj Levy has shown that durimg

A —————————
[(11) O . Pinmock: Argie boys Lo skoll

angaters: Tuspen-prolebarian chal
of the plires IFAEr Srmigs o siric
Bhx. ﬂnpubl R " N

achool holidays children from 'coloured’
schools are often formed into agricultural
wark teams uvndef a (well-paid) teachar

Far the purpoas of fruit thinning or
pleking. He found that the ssasonal
thinning work force im the dex Hiver Valley
cuaprised 51 parcent school children,

36 pearcent women and 1l percent sdull men
during the peried of his study (1777),

and that the children were drawn from as
far afield as Cape Town . (12}

By kthe time lolliss <#as ten he was
@ Fully fledged labourer Being paid a
very low wage of aleaply frullt "gescndheid®
while having to attend school five miles
from his hoae. He hed no time For homework
in the afterncons and no space For it in
his crowded, candle=1it house at night.

By the age of twelwe he was milking, hay=-
baling ana :uitlng, digging holes and
planting. Ffruit pieking and praparcing,

and able to drive a tracktor, for which he
#ffectively earned nothing. His rebellion
at the age of Lhicrteen is hardly surpriming
and his movement into a peer group gang

of wandering Winors suggests that other
youths found themselves in the same
poasition,

During this study, he meds several
treips to Cape Town. IF the situstion am
the Ffarms sade it difficult Ter him to
live there, as It undoubtedly would do
if he was stealing to surwvive, he would
probaply move to Cape Town. And the only
organisation there which would welcome

wbd) Lewy 1977437

paye Z1

him 18 & strest gang, af which there &are
nundreds . Howsaver. preliminary resserch
sugyests bthat at peax agricultural seasons
farmers are simply draving ta Lthe
putaskirts of Cape Towm in trucks and
picking up whatever labour wishes to jain
them, The lebour coteined in Lhis manner
is largely from strest gang membarcs. 80
in part the asigration of youngaters From
farss imto the urben ares is, For aone ol
them, turned back inke a cycle from the

gukters of the city into the fields and
back again.

A _NOTE UM CONSJHPTIuUN.

A breskdown of purchoses from the
farm store by two of the above labourers
wad made Tfor the Firat two weeks of
*June 1979

Uaniesl T!nuvin.

Jebt brought Terwvard
10 g tobacoo

T50ml cookimg oil
bread

natches

chegae

corpned ox Lumg [Lin)
leg potatoss

1/2 cake soap

ox lung

& egys

lkg sugar

1/2kg peanuts

cay haad

Lobacew

cigarette papera
maktches

bread

matches

ox lung

kg sugar

dpkt yeast

lldym rooibos Leas

1 bag meal

loan Lo pay HF debt
loan to bail oub wife
Lubacea




nargarine

ax Lung
candl es

L/2 cake soap
matches
mErgaring

1k sugar
L/lug potstoss
pEane ks
ariting pad
lug sugar

¥ﬁull -

F;r 'ur Erﬂ wEENE

Lefonag Kamaies .

vebt orought fureard
cooking oil
tomato paste
sunflowsr olbl
lky Bugar

Iky waire rice
corned ux lung
liy potatoes
tomato paste
cow head

ail

lky sugar
tomato paste
500g margarine
gnions

stamped miwlies.q Skg
split beans

1/2 cake soap
okl

ox lung

bag of meal
20dg tea

radiv battery
172 kg potutoes
condensed milk
WAL yaring

Iky Bugar
tobacco

1]

Fay Tor tvo wvagks

CASH MALE for LWy waeks

atill vwea

It can e ssen that purcheases, apark
feron tobmceo, condensed milk and radio
patteries, were for essenillals only. Loans
had to be made for unexpected ouktleys,
one tu bmil a wife out of jmil after &
orawl in Wellington, the othar to honour
hire purchase (HP) deaands for purchases
of clothing snd blankets. The two workers
ware conatantly bomobarded with Tinal
desands and lawyers lettera fros retail
firme in Wellimgton which of fered goods on
easy terms. In additien to these loans,
the other major outlay was on meat -
usually cheaap cuts sych a8 aheep or cow
heads and trotiters or offal. Im Tenkwan's
case it can be seen that the largest cash
outflow was an unexpacted RLI0 which he
did mot have savings to cope with. He
came inte the two week period with a debt
af KLY, pushed Lhis up to H&3 during the
next L4 days, peid of f AR20 of this and was
lalt with He in cash. Wad it AL been FaE
the 1D Fine his eventusl debt would again
have besn ALY, suygesting careful budgating
wn hiis part. What sctuslly ﬂEEurrldllll
that Tenkwan received a minimum amount of
food in order Lo reproduce and melntain
niagalf and his family plus B} s week to
buy clothes. non=food essentials and ta
cope wilh vhnexpected demands. It ia likely.
howewer, that much of this cesh weni Lo
the purchese of wine for the bi-weskly
Swturday night party.

A NUTE UN THE Tul SYSTEM.

Given the extremely poor condilions
en Lhe Ffarm, it wae interesbting to
discower why the workers stayed thers for

. Bf surfounding Fatma;
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‘H'Il.lll'lﬂ.t-h- of time thay did. The reasons
they parceived Lnocluded
sfres house for them and their Family and
an absence of such sccommodatlion in
the towns,
mno jobs in the Lowna;
sfear of "the city";
sbecauss their family and relations were
sguarantes of free wine. .

The last factor was stressed by all
workers in the district. In the four weeks
of June 1979 the two male labourers on
the fafm drank mare than 40. litres of
cheap white wine glven out Free from the
farm stors at the end of each day. Much
of what Llittle camh they received was slso
spent on wine. [he Farm wine is given in
analler measures during the week when
labour i8 required, and doubled at veak-
gnds. This consumption of wine is reflected
in the nigh level of wiolence among
'eoloured” labourers in the Western Cape,
which reaches & peak on Saturdays. During
this Eime the roads between Lthe towns and
the farms cecose full of drunken men and
vomen @ither stlolggering along the verges
ar lying kn heapd, uneble to mowve.
Aduisaions to the casualty ward of the
Faarl Coloured Hospitel during one hour
an the third Sunday in June 1973 included
a man with hia throat cuk, one stabbed
just below his heart, sbout 3 men and
womgn with concussion, cuts or breaks
gudtained in dfunken brawls in the afem.
and many children with wounds in advance
atayes of sapaia.

The Lot system dates beck to the




eriging of the wine industry in the Cape
whan wine waa aften the only payment
received for labour. Although Lt has besn
extended to include & small wage, the
ayastem is still in Foree, amd thousandas of
labouring femilies have built up an
historic dependence on wine. The dependency
tiea them Lo farm work, for in Lowns
housing @ould have to be paid for. and
wine bought . Hore detailed investigaktlion
is nesded. buk the sbove study auggeats
that alecaholissm,. which is & dlsease
particularly linked ko capitelist control
of the "lower' clesses, i3 being used in
the Western Cape Lo oind the labour force
to the land and the regquirements of
capitalist farming.

(NEETY Fignngk.

LABOUR ACTION

This reyular Feature, dealing with strike
and other action teken by Lhe work ing
class, should ve supplesented by a

ceading of "Conflict inm Lhe Western

Capa', beyinning on page 1 of Lhis bark

In Proyress. The afticle draws atbenkion
tu several skrikes nut cowered below, It
also refers Lo tie stay-awey comaemorating
the evenls of June 1¥76, and yives
comprghensive coverage of the meat workers'
strike in Cape Town, and the sssocieted
boycolbt of red meal.

Strike at Kromco

THE HECEMT skrie by 1 000 workers l; the
Eromrivier Apple Co-oparative {(hersaflter’
referred to as Kromeco) In the lush apple-
producing area of Grabouw in the Weatern
Cape was particularly significant for the
following reasonst
ihe vulnerability of Lhe workers
becauss of Ehlir depandance an the
company and its shareholders for
howsing which is in drastically
short supply in the area, and
because of the seasonal nature af
Lheir work.

The age and sex of the workers, &
large prapartion of them being women
between the ages of 1% and 22.

The connection between achool children
boyeotting classes and workers/
parents striking,

BAC KGR DUSD .

Eromco is an apple co-operabtive owned by
aboult 30 local farmers. Its Function iwm
ko pack and market the apples brought in
by the farmers during the ssason, which
lasts from mbout February to the end of
April. Probably about &00 of Kromeo's
workers are only employed during this
season. }i of them are conktract workers
From the Transkei, while the reslt come
from the Grabouw/Elgin area or from the
surrounding farms. Quring the week, the
laktter are housed by Kromco in a hostel
at Bot River, about 10 kilomekbers away:

they return Lo their homes at weskends.
Hany of the local sessonal workers are Lhe
wives and children of workers ofn nearby
farms. Llgin/Grabouw ks an extressly
wedlthy, fertile farming area, producing

& larye proportion of South Africa's

apple supply, as well as a large supply
for the axport market.

THE STHIKE .

In apout Februvary this year, Kromco

managemant established a nominated lisison
commiites at about the same time as Lhe
Food and Canning Workers® Union began
organising there. The workers say they
were promised R1% a week abt the start
of the season, bukbt the wvast majorikty were
pald between ALY and ALY & week plus a
A1 sttendance bonue. Those staying in the
hostels say they had to pmy RS a week
for accommodation. Om Friday April 25th,
the workeras decided they would not start
work until management agreed to glve them
the extra ALD & week they had bean
promised. They gathered cutside the
factory, one of them holding a placarcd
demanding a minlmum wage of R&D & week.
The polies, including riot police, were
called in by manageaent; and 42 workers
were arresibed on charges of publie
violence.

According ko s pamphlet issued by
the Food and Canning Workers' Unbon,
workers had resisted a police attempt to




arreat the worker ca rrying the placard
demanding & minimum wage of R40 & week.
Fighting broke out, and ltnnl:.u-r-
thrown. Hiot palice advanced with guns,
plastic shielda and teargas. When Lhey
moved towards the workers. some ran away.
The riet police Moallowed these workers and
grrested Lhem Ain neacby bushes. The others
gtayed where they wvers and weni home
aftervards .

The 42 workers arfested weare held in
custody Tor the weekend, and appeared in
Crabouw Magistrates' Court on Monday 2Bth
where 16 of them pleaded guilky te publiec
violence and were convicied. The trial was
held in cemera becauss thres of the accused
woreé L5 years old, and several others
were under the age of 18. After they had
been released, several claimed that they
had been beaten and subjeckt to eleckric
shock Lreatment by police during Ehe

. weskend.

According to the Union pamphlet,
thess workers were axamined by a doctor
who Found marks on several af kthem whieh
were conslatent with burn marks lefi by
glectric shocks. A 16 year old was Found
ko have strangulation marks on hi®s neck.
Food and Canning Workers® Union lawyers
are trying Lo get the case re-opened,
and the guilty pleas changed on Lthe
grounds that they were made under duress.

Onme of the 42 arrested, Mr Micolasas
Farom, Zl; was found guilty of malickous
damage Lo propecly. He teld the sourt that
becauss he wanted more pay, he had slit
the canvas on trucks used to tramsport

warkers Lo the hostel where they ware
staying.

The police were once again called in
by the Kromeo general asnager, Mr Jan
Engelorecht, on Tusaday night (29th
Apeil) te help him evict about 300
coloured workers from the Bot River
hostel where they were staying. One of
the workers who lives in the Bot River

-Hiﬁllﬂl said ahe arcived home at about

Gpm tu Find the hostel workers and all
their goods cutside the hostel bullding,
and geveral policemen around., She said
that the workers came into her house far
ghelter because it was & wvery cold night.
After they had been thers for & while,
riot poliee bBurst into the house, ordered
the workers out, dumpad their goods out-
side the house, and ignoring her demands
for & seatch warrant, searched the house.
Some of the hostel workers were then
accomnodated by pmople in the willage
for the alght, while athers were forced
onto Kromgo buses and taken back to thelir
nhomes in Rivirsonderend, Moltens, Caledon,
Yapier, dredasdorp, Miversdale and
GCenadendal .

fhe following day Engelbrecht,
again sccompanied by the police, fetched
the B> contract workers esployed by Kromco
From the hostel in Houw Hosk tl]ln_ﬂ!ll

Grabouw) where they stayed and Look them
to the Grabouw magistratea® court where
their contracts were summarily cancelled.
Ihey were thenm loaded onto & bus and Teken
back Lo the Transkel. Engslobrecht's claia
that this was done by "mutual consent'

page Z&

betwsen him and the workers was disalssed
as "rubbish' By the Food mnd Canning
dorkera' Union, who sald Lhat L was
hardly Likely that the workers would
voluntarily return to the Tramskei where
thay and their famillies Faced starvation.
The next night (Thursday Lst May), at
@ mass mesting called by the Lebour Party
to discuss the crucial housing shortage
in the area; and attended by over I 000
people, the Grabous community called
for the re=-instatement af the Kromeoo
workers on their {the workers') terma.
The meeting, which was held in the Gerald
Wright Hell in Pineview, Grabouw®s
coloursd township, was alsc attended by
hundreda of achoalchildren Ffom Lhe local
pchool who were boycotling classes.
Splidarity for the pupila® boycotkb was also
suprassed by Ehe community at the mesting.
Management sgreed to meeib the Food
and Canning wWorkers' Union for the First
time on Friday Zmd Hay. Negotimtions
gafbinued the Following Monday, and by
fussday alternoon & setilemsent had besn
resched. OJuring the weskend; menagement
brought in 100 workers From nearby towns
im an attespt to undermine Lhe bargalning
powsr af the wnion. Considering that the
pesition of the workers was particularly
waak becauss the strike took place at the
tail snd of the season, when & lot af
workers could be laid of f anyway, the
pettlement was o workers' wictory.

THE SETTLEMENT .

All the coloured workers were re-instatbed
slthough some of them would later be laid



of f until the next ssason. The BF contract
workers wefe given an ex grabtla payment

of half their !lﬁti unitil July this

yaar. All contract workers under & yearly
contract will be re-smployed and those
under six-monthly contracks will be re-
employed 'when further contract labour

is reguired'.

The weekly wages of all Female
labourers were ilncresssd to R23,92 and
thoss of male labourers to ARZ&,22. All
workers will be given am increass of RI.50
on Janusry »th next year.

pontributors.

Eastern
Cape

WIF 11 UUTLINED the growth of PEUCO (the
Port Elizabeth dlack Ciwvie Alnncintinn},
the developments in the Ford strike and
the detention of 3 people, Thozamile Gobtha,
Phalo Tehume amd Mono Jaoela, a8 & result
af their simultancous involvement in
fackory floor and community organisation.
The everts during the strike highlighted
the fFact that the unions representing
Ford workers = the unregistered though
manayenent=recognised United Autowobile.
Aupber and Allied Workers Umiom [UAW),
and the registered National Union of
Aotor Assembly and Aubber Workers

(SUHAAW) ,bokh FuSATY affiliates., - were
unwilling to support workers outside
immeciale polnt of production issues.
This joes some way towards explaining
why the stale came down o heavily on
FEYCU leaderds, who carried the walght of
community organisation; furthermore,
tensivn between the union and PEOCD were
imiyntened by. the uniocn's willingneas to
wOEE through the lialson commilbes
gystem which has recently been strongly
resisted by workers in the Eastern Cape.
Ihe Fesult was a progresaive breakdown of
conmunication belwesan the wnlon and
workers, wno then slected their own
representatives during the strike; with
asgiatance and leadersnlp provided by
FLBCU mempers. According to workers it was
theaugh the sffortsa of this worker
commitbtes that they were reinstated.

A NN LHLS .

Un Wednesday 27th February the thres
civie leaders detained under Section &
of the Terrorisa Act, and a Fourth
exgcutive memper of FEUCL, van Jege
(who was releused from dektention sarlier)
were placed under banning orders. No
Enafyes ware LGrouyht against Lhea.

during the previous weekend, PEBCO
had called fFor & protest boyeull of
adainistration board liguor ocutlets, amao
whilé Lfaders, the head of the Port
Eliliutlh secufity police; Col GM Erasmus,
stated that this had nat prompbed the
relogae of the detwinees, and that the

skate "would nol"be pressurised into
Lakiny auch decision'. (RuM 90.02.29)
The boycott of liguor cubtlets was
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started on Friday. February 29thr PE4CU
decided to step up the campalign wnAtil
i. the panning crders were lifted;
ii. the authorities stopped moving
residents from Walaer Townahip, and
iii. until PEACO was given permission Lo
use# comaunity hulls oy the Comnunity
Couneil, which had refused such permission.

Hovawver, as the monthe af March and
April went by, the panned PEBCY people
were refused relaxations of their banning
arders which weuld have allowed thes to
return to work: dotha st Ford (where
nanagesent was prepared Lo re-employ him),
sauela a8 & Journallst for Fest, anmd
fshume as & personnel officer at Loodyear
Tyre Ffactory in dilenhage. Jege's movement,
as a national selector Moer the SACUS-
affiliated South African Hugby Union
[5aru) was also restricted.

At tne beginning of May Botha lefi
Fori Elizabeth and it was reporkted a
few days later Lhat he was seeking
political asylum in Lesoctho whare he may
by now have been Jjuined by his wife.
Since Ethen, sources hawve EPEEHI!Eid i
his alliance with ANC exiles, which ia
seen a8 an iaportant gain for that
urysnigation. 1L has also Leen Suggested
that a bosb plantes 4t the house of
exile Teambi Heni on June 17th was meant
for dotha, who was living Lhere atbt the
time.

dAeanehile, in Fort Elizabeith two
peuple who helped blotha Eo escape Trom
ok AlTrica were tried and given &=month
Suspanded sentences. (hey are AllMred
dente and Ni<elo stali.




The report on the Ford strike in
WlF Ll concluded with the state's responas
to a visikt by bthe American Uepabty Assistant
secratary of Gtete. doberl Kesmley, who wag
in Seuth Africa Lo exaaine Lhe operations
of American-cwned Firas, the WiF report
alse gawve a beief summary of the Findings
of a teas of scademics invesktigating
Fora's general work conditions and
implesentation of the Sulliven Code of
Conduet. Heapondimg to the report's
findings that msnagement was not
cusmitted ko the code, and that racism
persbaled, industrial relations officer
Fred Ferreira stated that IL wad Aol
surprising that outside indusirial
relationa managesenkt, tnere was not much
suppurt fof peliclies devised by Lhe
Uniteg 3tates office of Ford. The repork,
however, still had good Faith in Ehae
company's advanced plasaning and traiming
progromaesa: kthe increase in africam
emplogasnt would

“jncrease Lhe pargaining power of

wach of the unlona afnd thelr

interests would complement rather

thvan confliet with each .obther” (ie

includiny the white unions) .

Evan Ferreira did not have &8 @Auch
faith in the "liberalising influences®:
e stabted thai the cuspany had'created
Ltheas expectutions' amongst black workers,
ard & a@jur reasaon For the sirike was that
for the black workers, nelbner thodr
unions nor aanageaent had aet those
pxjpmCctationy.

Un tne othar hand the reporkt stated
(with trade unlonisis' backing) that

duriny the strike <sorkera’ scepticisw

-uf the objectives of management had

yrown, as did the view that management
nad close gonnections with stabte securily
aysncies; management was increasingly
"gyusted with the status guo wibthin a
mycn wider conkext than Lhe facktory
milieuw", and its extensive co-operation
whith the Cape Adainistration Bouwrd {eg
housing loans) "leat eredance to the
beliefl toabt Forad was part of an wnholy

allisnce Uetween shite employers and tha
twe most hateo arss of the skate'.
Ferreira denied this:
"yhile vearious goverAment sEpartnents
-ingluging the security police - may
contagt Ford managesnent from Cime
to bime, there i3 no relationship
petween Ehe cospany and Ehe securilty
palica®. {Sunday Express,80.0%.2&)
A with the Ford satrike, Lhe recent
labour ackion in the Port Clizabeth -
Eaost London reglen also brings knko
question the relationship betewsen communily
and workplace. bekween working class
Jemands and trade unlon organlsation.
Un the weekend of L9%-30 April, more Lhan
sJiu workera and members of UAW passed o
motion of no confidence in & Port Elizabelbh
unien_  and demanded Lhe resignation of
e John Hke, FOSATU's president, and
president of the unlon. An action coamllitee
wos furmed by workers, and chalred by
Jumile Makanda who seid that union bossec
refused to acespt the no confidence vote.
Union officlales at First agresd to hand
union properkty to the action coamiLtes,
put later changed Eheir minds, saying
that they had been yoted out

eyl o

unconstitutionally . dr Hacanda sald

"ug elected thea as of fice bearers su we
cannokt see how our demand For them to

go could pe unconsbitutiomal™.dorkers
were dissatisfied with the union's handling
gl Ltne atrike: Ehe reinstatemeant of
mundreas of Jismissed workers was a
result of actions teken by the worker
commitles led oy Covernment Zini, a

PEUCO memvper. The workers also questioned
e solivesa For the tersaination of office
af aix unlon official on the grounds

Ehat they nhad nob attended meelingsa
socording tuw workers, the officlals
invalved had not been notifisd of the
mEe bk Lnya .

An advisor to the wuniom, Fred Sauls,
claimed that the wunion was being attecked
udCcause reinsbteted strl<ersa had not
recaived their bonuses, and some did nok
get their old Jubs back; pccording to
hia, howeaver. this was the result of the
union's recommendations oeing rejected
during the strike, and Lthe outcome of the
worKErs" own decislona. Anokther ' labour
sbserver' ao0lu that slthough the workers

gctiun reflected on the union's position

at Ford, thie dio nut affect their position
gt ather Mactoriea where they were still
shrofy.

A yot, i]_t had not been able Lo
suboin Jdetailed inforsstion on wurkers®
attensbis to ougt wnion executives, but
this k&8 pruclal Al recomt labour anmd unlion
action in the Castern Cape is Lo be
unoerstood, cuntrary to the wviewa of the

Vlgwwir voserver'; relations between




workers and the unmloa at one plont will

sffect worker organisation in kthe whole

ralon; this is even more 80 where the

plant involved k3 Ford, and che whols

reyion is doninated by the muter industry.
The report om the Eveready satrike in

WlF 7 examined the weakening of worker

srganisation in a sltuation whete a

large inmduatrial reserve army existe,

and where the orgamisation Envolwved

[a trade union) doss not have the

oryenised suppork of the unemployed. whom

managenent are likely to draw on during

a strike. The Castern Provimce i atill

a particularly clear case in point, and

the recent satrikes again gqueation the

role of a union which does mob confront

Lhe yuestion of organisation of the

untlplﬂr&d as one part of the working

class.

EASTEAN CAPE LAHUUR ACTIUN, April = July.

dl.04.07r Une of Lhres shifts in the
yarn manufacturing ospertesent of

Veldapun InL[phnLinnnl, a Uitenhage
texkile Factory, walked ouk after
Presenting a list of grievances to
management. iU Hr Aedelinghbuis tefused
to commeant on the nature of Lhe
grievances, ;;d said that workers were
"Tree to resune employment today'j
production waa nol affeckted, ag

buffer stock had been stored belween
various stages of production.

6,033 Ayainst the background of
the state's attacks on worker and student *
erganisation in Elhl Tawn, &50 workers
walkad ouk of Lhe Weatern Province

tresearwving Company in Esst London, afkber
management's refusal to disband a

lisison committes "which workers had long
gince realised represented ulnilq'-trlt-'
interests, nobt workers' interssts’

(Sunday Fost, J0.06.15) Harmegesent refused
to recognise workers' trade union
representat ivea. Uwver 70 of the Tactory's
1l UlD worksrs are smembera of the African .
Food and Canning Workers Union. Two

union shop stewards ware picked up By the
police. By D0.26.17 the Bkrike had sndad.

Hl.0g.l5r Uitenhege's magiskrate issued an
order banning indoor meetings at which

UAW and NUHARW representatives wvere dusa

to report oack Lo vﬂ]kl‘ﬂﬂlﬂ workers on
wage negokiations with menagement.
Volkswayen recognises both wnions, Lut
waorkers believe that manasgemani had a hand
in bannlnyg Lhe meetlings. [his was J

wvegks after an hour-long stoppage by

¥a drivers.

Wh.06. 16 3 300 black YW workers weent on
strike demanding higher waQges: & baslic
winimum of HZ,20 an hour, with RZ,s0

for drivers, as agusinst the ewisting
minimum of RL,15 an hour. New wage

rates ware at the time being discussed in
the regional Industrial Council for the
dotor Industry. Managemenk of Volkewager.
Ford and LA, whosestrabeoy. is Lo Geve

& uniform wage policy in the Port
‘Elizabath-Jitennee® area, were in the
process of negotiating with bthe unians.
VW monayement expressed the fear that a
lengthy stay away at VW would push up
wages at all three companied before Lhe
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inuustrial Council seitlement wan
concluded .

DU.0E.17: Freddie Sauls, on behalf of the
unions, addressed workers at YW and urged
them to return to work pending negotistions
v new wage rabes. Workers rejected bthe
plea and returned home . .

The strike spread From WE to vitael
comgonent sdppliers in UlEbenhaje, ralaing
managemonta’ Ffears that Lhe strike «uald
affecl the whole 5A molor industey.

At della, monulacturecs of lighting
aguipaent, T workers, malnly women,
gowned tools. They demsnded an increase
ovel -the slninus wage, from Gic an hour to
Bl;50 an hour . )

AL 58F wheel-bearing factofy, 130
affican workers struck for a einjsum of
Hi,3d an hour, They secre nob supported
by Lheir fellow coloured workers.

Produckion at Ford and G had Lo be
cul, a8 thailr sole source of supply was
@f fected wien workers at these two firms
downéd Etooals.

HU.QE.Lul Worker action spread in Uitenhage
to involve about 5 DOU workers ak 3 motor
componegnt supply Flres, & construction
company, and o aillling company, while
abt VW "induskrial relationa’ management
negotiated the 80% wage Ancrease
demand with union offieciala. Workers at
L bk tun-trunt}nn siruck tor higher wages:
@l UCH dilling Company 250 striking workers
ware dismissed; at a transmission plant,
alacst the entire black workforce walkad
TUL . .

At SKF workers rejected manegements




of rar to increésss the ainisum wage ko
Hl,70 = like their fellow workers &t UW
they stuck te thekr A2,00 an hour desand.
Aceording to managemant, production was
peing kept up by white '"parscnnel®,
including office workers.

AL dorg-wWerner, a btransmission plant,
almost Lhe entire black workforce walked
gut. Workers demanded a minimum hourly
waye of HI,50 for sweepers, the lowest
paid workers,

At Hella, police used teargas to
disperse women "who had not yet left the
grounds when ordered to do so'. Tearges
waé used to disparse other workers,
reportedly returning home from Che
industriaml area; &t least 7 tearga e
attacks are claimed during an 18 hour
period, particulasly in EweNobuhle whare
varkers responded by throwing stones. .

Sources in the motor industry ineiabed
that the strikes were not pr]llrlh‘ [ 3T B4
wages and work cgaditions, bukt rather to
draw attention to "politicel, economic
and socisl grisvances®.

80.0&6.19% The Ford Cortina plant in Fort
Elizabeth closed due to shortage of
wiring looms; GH were Forced to cut back
on production as were mokor assembly
conpanies in Hoselyn outaide Fretorla.

In Uitenhage sktrike sction spread.
Workers &t Ffour more factories joined
gther strikers, bringlng the total nusber
of workers oub to over 7 000. At least
two people were wounded by birdahaok.
Police claimed that they had te "ahoot
their way through barricades in the black

townships'. Tearg@e was also used to

disperse workers.

At the Goodyear Tyre factory 300
workers called & mesting wbout pay afber
the night shifty they were jolned by
wOrkers on the morning shift when
production was stopped st 09h30.

Wurkers demsnded an increase in the
minimun wage = From R1,10 to R3},00 an

hour. Hanagement rejected the demand

and tuld workers ko leave. The plant closed
wnkil A0.06.23. Mynegement said that if
workerd did not eeturn by then Lhey would
ba @ub jeal to'normal disciplinary
procedures' which would include dismissal.

120 workers at Wetional-Standard, a
gtee l-wire Firm, demanded a RZ 00 minimum.
Hensgement told atriking workers that they
woui ld not be dismissed, and thet thay
would negotiste with a workers' committee.

700 woarkers struck Fer higher wages
at Cubd and Ingge, & wool-washing plant.

AL Guestro Induskfles, the Foufth
motor component plant effected, 630 workers

 want on strike,

Hew developments in other industries wers
Ehe Foalleowing:

The UCH Milling Company dismissed the
entirea workforce of Z50 warkers and began
to smploy scab labour. _

It was reported that Hells vorkers
returned ta the facteary, and that
production had returned to mormal; however;
reparts later inm the wsek denled thia.

At Borg<darner, shop stewards sgresd
to suk wvorkers to return to work sfber
the Firem offered to Ieplessnt increasas
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dus in terms of the Stesl and Englneering
Industrial Council agreement. They were
confident workers would rebturn+

At S%F, menegemant put of f its
wltimetum to workera te retuen (dus
on this day) uwakil Monday BUO.06.23.
Jorkers demanded 8 A2 U0 minimum, while
managengnt of fered an increase from
K, 15 ta R1,40.

At Link Construction the plant
semained closed: management said that
they would remein shut wnkbtil the 500
striking workers specified their demands.

Fred Sauls, general secretary of
MEMARS said that the banning of meetings
over the weskand had kriagered of f ' long-
standing fruatrations over wages' which
led to the wawve of strikes in Uitenhage
wnere workers lived and worked very close
togebner. He rejected the wiew Lhat
political argeanisations were involved, and
said that menegesent belisved that anything
about Hl,00 an hour wes & good wage.
Workers from 9 factories were now on
skcike, and Sauls sdded thak
negotiationa at most of these Factories
ware being conducted by worker committeses
atteached to WNUMARW, UAW or othep FOSATU=
affilisted unions in the ares.

Ssven officiala of the African Food
and Cenning .Workecs Unioh in Esst London
were dets ined after a brisf work stoppage
at Eha Koo factory. As with the strike ak
Western Province Preserving Company, it
was @ protest ayainst the lLisison committes
system. The detentions were &&en 18 a
similar strategy ko the one adopted by
the stete im Cape Town to crush the




union and iks suppert for worker dem nds
for democratic organisations. East London
branch secretary #. NMorushe was dets ined
and held under Section Z2 of the Gensrml
La e Amendment Act; Iodwa Mapela, the
unions typiek, Marlens Fraser, & shop
staward, the East London bramch chair-
person and an axecullive meambar wara

all held for 2 days questioning end

Ehan feleased. .
80.06.20: 0Im the Eastern Cape, 10 00O
workers ware on etrike; at inmdustriess in
Uitenhege and Port Elimbeth.

Two firmes,; Goodyear and Ma tional
standard announced that workers who did
et return by 80.06.23 would be paid
of f. 600 Qoodyesr workers marched Lheaugh
town alter collecting pay and restating
thair demand For a basic RY,;00 an hour
minimum wage. They were sscourted
by & convoy of "rlot' wehicles and en
 armoured car into Ka bah Township, where
tearga & was used to préevent workers from
gathering.

Ford, Gd end Volkewmgen management
parties to the Industrisl Counell
made new wage of fara in & meeting wilkh
union of Ficials, and called & Full
Industrial Council meeting for AO.NA.24.
Union ulficials rejected the offers as
workers would not Bccapt & ainimum wEys
Ehat was atill Ffor below R2,00 &n hour.
Furd and G sources in Port Elizsbeth
were satisfied Lhat "the unions were
in control of ihe situstion, Ehrough
shop stewarda’. *

Workers sk derg-Warner returned to
wurk eedueing the pumber of Fiems Involved

471 n.i.nn.

Contrary to mid=vesk reporks, llella
workers rafused Lo return to work; the
majurity were diswissed and production was
cuntinued with more soab labour beding
employed sach day.

At UCH Ailling skriking workara were
also pald off; 250 people lost their
Jjubs and JU scaw "Orkers were taken on.

At SKF, lt:i.lling workers were paid off
and production conktinued wikth the "help
af white of fice sataff".

Thres unaffected companies in
ditenheges sent workers home claiming that
the "Feared For btheir lrlrll'.'_r' .

The ¥e workers council in Ueraany
declared its solidarity with the 54
Soukth African workers, they learnt about
the gonditions in the South African

plant during a twao :Iir trode union aeeting.-

Vitenhaye was declared an "eperational
area' . When 1 G000 workers marched hone
af ter collecting thear wages, police Fired
birdehok and teatyas ak them. Heporlers
were banned from *Lroubls spots' - which
effoctively banned thes from soms "white'
ardas; the whole of the industrial ares; '
and black Ltawnships. A blanket bon waa
placed on taking photographs end & Post
photographer was arfesled while Following
marchiny workers.

dil.du,.22: deeording to Herian Roux, the
obtrikes once ayain showed Ehat workers wege
not only aware of thelr "ecolleckive
bergaining guwsr' bul alaw of "wider
polictical and social issuss'. The Ford
atrike had alss shown wobof workers Lthalb
Ehair pusition in the industry was
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strateyic. dowmwer, sany "less skilled"
workers couly essily be replaced which
would best Lhe workers solidarity as well
a8 relalions betwesn worker organisations
Bnd Ehe unuplle.

The unions involued in the v strike
pradicled Lhal the coeapany would be unasble
to Find replacenants in the Face of

growing solidaircky,and sould grent wvage

‘inereaga . W -became a Tocus Foar union

neystiations with management s success
lhere wiuld lesd Lo wage increases in other
industries.

thlace workers held an a ll-day mesting
whih FUSATUD exemculive members: all vorkers
except thoss at W were asked Lo rebucn
Lo wore on Jonday A0.06.23.

The hwad of the security police seid

"politicised workers were influenced by

overseas and exile orgenisations, lncluding
the dorld Federalion of lrade Unions. This
appliad purticularly to members of unions
rasisting registration. He also said that
PLUCU had a strong influsnce amony workers

who belonged tue unions which hoped tuo
strangthen theaseslves before ;]gi-t'rlngi

(Rupport, s0.06.22).
Gl.de.2iy dorkers at Govdygar ond Netionsl
LHtandard were fgiven wltlvatuss ko return
Lo work or be glsaladed. SAF once agadn
witndrew its witimetus. Jdure than 7 1003
worsara whie sbill ook on slrike.
HesiriclLions on press operallivns cunblinueod
te apply, but wnly in black toewnahips.
Workers arrivea el Guudyoor ond

crepraled their Jdesands. Jenuyenent twld

Lhem Lhgt T worker rogresentalives should
presenl bthese deasands sk the [edusirisl




Council mswting the Followinyg day. Workers
doupkbed whether representbeatives elected
from outside the ranks of registered

trade unions, limison committess and
represent siive committees would have any
puwer: workers walked oub egein, and
menayeasnt sald Ehey wvould be pakd off.

At della, 3U Fired vomen returned to
wark. [me sntire Llack staff of Lhe
ditenhayge electriclity depariment went on
akrike. Aleg Erwin, secretary of FUSATU,
gaid the demand Four a 2,00 minimue hed
been carefully thought out. "IE"8 the
ainimum on whieh & worker and his faaily
can live & Jecent life'.

Ford was able to reopen et SLruandsls
with packs sent Meom dritein. The
Internationsl Jdetesl Federation (LAF) sent
gwer AZ5,400 to help suppork Ve strikers.
The skrike at Ve wes seen a8 & major
ghallangs tu u Eurcpesn multi-national
COngany . ’

Folice dispersed workers and riot
police were statlonsd at intersections
to prevenl workers passing through the
baw
did . 6,243 Hepresents Eives of YW, Ford and
G sanagenent aebt wunion officilals and
worker represenbetives frowm Goodyear at
8 special detoer Assemoly [ndustrial
Cuouncil adalking. White workers wera
represenked by the rijht wing lroen,
uigel end Allied Induatrial Union;
nunayemenl released & statenant with new
wuge offers: o series of Four &G=-aonbhly
incrosses which would resch the 3,04
domunded by Jewary 1298 . There would
b an Lfeasdisbe Lneresse in the ainimus

ways to Hl,&) an hour, as well &8s increases

in shiflL premiums, shorb-time pay and

end of yesar Gunuses. The Counclil asked

Wdl Eo rotuprn to work a8 Boon B3 possible.
All worsxers in Uilenhisge suicept

those at VW and Soedadyear returncd alter

negut ialions with ssnagesent.

il il 2% The planned apebbing batween Ltrade

sionists wnd Volkswayen workers to report
pack on the Induslrlal Council meelbing
did mut Leke place.

Poliee used teargas to Jdisperse 1 200
dismissed wofkers Mfos Goodysar, mony of
whow refused bu accept pay-of F money. The
company annuunced that it would start
re-gaploying workers the following day.
ilanagenent Lold workers that thekr desand
for #3000 an hour had been rejected, and
khey were tuld to reapply For btheir jous.

FUSATd asked LAF not to send funds
to sJpport the striking workers Decausse
the Fundraislng Ael prevents orgenlisations
accapbing foreign oconubtiona without stele
parmiesion.

That Aaighlt, netional executive neabers
of the YUIAHRY sddressed 2 030 workers et
gaivandale lownship in Port Elizsbeth. G
and Furd wurkers @aede il clear thak once
legal channels vere exhausted, they wvers
williny to join Volkesvagen skrikers for
as long as 7 weeaks Lf necessary. The snion
executive detailed the wage offers mede
by the Lastern Pfovince Automoblle
Nanufaclurers Assogiation (Ford, i1 and
Vo) end seked workers not ko ebrike
vecause this would "eripple the motor
industry®. Werxkers rejected the M}, &0
of fer and asl a aeadline for July 4th
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by when btheir dem nds should be met.
#4d.J6 .26 AL Goodyeer ebout 1 OO0 workers
wara paid off and 300 re-amployed by Lhe
afterncon. The company claimed not to be
hiring "nes' workers. AL Volkawagen

3 50 workers I.'l‘JIEtEd managemantts
offer, and called for workecs &k S and
Furd to down tuols, They decided Lo stay
away unkil the July Sth deadline. Some
warkers wanbted Lo emtuen, bub Lthae
iiJuriLf were prepared to stay on strike
desgite union inebility to support them.
Sl il 278 Wolkswagon re-opened, but most
al Lhe ltllkln-} workera did not ceturn.
danajewent Lrisd Lo II"I':HIII'.!F vorkers

Lo return oy saying that new weages would
be pald as froa July lst. Some sources
sald 6J wurkers returned ko work, others

129, Union offFicials said t.hlt. thess ware

. in tne highar-paid categories, for exsmple

towl mekérs who eacned up to RY,25 an hour.
Uniwns denied awnejesent allegations that
workearé were intimidated into not
returning. Ve sources said that

white workers and supervisors rosented
hovinyg to do Gleack vorkers® jobe. The
strize abt Volkmwagyen was smen B & resull
wf PEUSO Inrfiletrstion into unions. PEBCO
and ils Jitenbage counterpsart wented to
"beding VW to iks kneass'.

g, ¥: Abwut lad wurkers returned bto
Volkswagen, Thea WUMARYW said said workers
would acceapt on offer bo west Lhe R2,00
minimus deaond within & monkha.

Une man was shot deed and anobthar
waunded by police in KvaNobuhle township.
Nu.J7.0l: IAF sent & representative to
suutn Africe to 'settle the Jdisputes in



the Eastern Cape moter industey'’.
dg.gi.gll 00 Wolks waysn wOrkers returned
tuw work. The [HF representative had
disgussione with the wnien snd management.
Managesent seid it was "economically
impossible' .for the motor indusiry to
mealk worker Jeamands.
80.37.04: A union joint comuittee called
Volkswagen wor«ers back Lo work, and asked
Ford and G0 workers Lo stey calm. The [AF
rapredantetive sald that by calling on
worker® Lo roturn, the unlions were showing
their atrength, and menagement should
taks note of Lhis.

Union lesdership claimed thal
nanagensnt had accepted the principle of
a living waye, and saw this ss an
imporLant breskibhrough.
Jgu0.07%,05%: vVoelkawagen worker )
representatives mel with unions and
decided to ask the 3 500 BEriking workers
to rekurn ko work on donday Tih.
HWanagement was sUill of fering only RAL,S0
niniwum wage, snd negotistions would
continue .
80.07.07: fhousands of workers returned
to their jobs and agreed that Ehere should
be o VTurther strike action while
negotiations continued. & spokesmn For
Volkswagen #aid all workera hml returned,
and Lha t production was in "Full awlng"
00.07.08: Negotistions were resumed.
EU.D].]!: Folice arrested 13l people in
termns of the Hiotous Asseablies Actk in
Esst London. They wers among 200 workers

who had been Fired From Mational Convertor®

Industries after & sbtrike in Buppoart af
recoygnition for the Allied Workers Uniaon.

Ford mmnd Gil workers Jecided Lo sccept
pey of fere of dl, 4% an hour nlalisun. Unian
leaders are currenktly negotisting wikh
fdnogesent over the introduelion of a
closed shoap nqri-nuni.

at bthis stage, wvery few conclusiona
can be draen from thesa events in the
Eagilern Cape. Juestions which need Lo ba
explored include:
ubiig ehanging relationship beltwesn Lhe
gnions and Ltheé workers;
skhe rule of the [AF in aenotiations,
wihe relationship bebtweean eaployed and
unenployed workers in strike ackion.

general

ndustrims [Elandefontein): Fare

Ehom 300 africen workers stopped work on tha
Tih June ower the dismissal of a colleague.

Menegenent sacked 30 workers Llmoluding sewven
works commitbies membars. Most of the workers
at the factory balaong to FOSATU's Morkers®
Project. Tha majority of the workers
returmed Lo work after managenent pronised
to recagniss the workers' committee.
Tuint}-nlghh of the dismissed workersa
uare unable to got their jobs bDack.
WKBY Velve Fackory (part of tha Associated
Engineacing Group) (Frospecton, Matal):
Efter & twd day strike ower a wage dispute
tha antire staff of BD workeis alt tha Factoagy
was disgmissed. Wworkers demanded & 20 paccant
increass ingluding shift allowance paymenk.
Workers also refused to be reprasentad By Ehae

Endustrinl commitiem or elect & BpokespErICn.

Soaventy=Ffive workers wers retlped btwo
days lakter. Elwyn Seekins, Tactory manager,
rafused to incresse wages, but stated that
the conpahy was prepared te negotiate with
the industrial cowncil.

This company stands accusad of breaching
thm LEC "coda of eonduct® for foredgn firme
investing in South Africa = along wikth mafy
pthars = by paying black workers poverky wages
(Sunday Tribuna, BO.06.22).

Hfrigen Coktton Mapufectyring Company {Isi-

pinga,; Matal): Eleven africean workers walked

aut on BD.DE.24 after a "go-olow' strike

demanding wage increases from R18 and RIS

@ wegk to RS0, and recognition of thelr

teada wniocn, the Textile and Allied workers®

Undon, =n affiliste of the Soukh AFricen

Allied workers Union. The walk-out was the

direct resuvlt of managsr AJ Gavin's 'kaffir"

inoult te workers and also kicking one of thes,
Maragenent apologiaed but the workers

refused to return Lo woek until their

demands had bemn mot.

Dutcome mot known,

Hatal Thresd Company [Hammaredsle, Natal):

Workers went on skrike during the last weak

af e owver s shift dispubte. This scnesrnad
g naw ghift system whearaby

Wotal Thread Company [Hammarddales, Natal):

workers went on stpike during the last weak

af June cower a ahift dlspute. This concerned -
a ngw shift system whereby workers work 12 he
ghifts for three days fallowed by Ethras days
offf. :




workers aleo demanded & pay lncreasa.

"Riok" police in camouflage unlforms
wars called in to disperss & crowd gathered
autslides the factory.

Dutcoma not known.

Domninion Deiries {(Turflfentain, Jﬂhlﬂﬂllhll'l'ih
Tha latest im & leng lina of strikes Eo hik
ktha daiey industry took place early in Mey; Lm

gamend of wage increasss. Maehager Plat Hennlng
promised wage Lnoreases ko the 45 dellvary
man by July, and rectiflcation of earrors
allesgedly :.Il.ljld. by tha conputer over dedugt=
fons, '

Tha dalivery mén went back to work.

Uliman Brothers Cartage (Industria, Johannss—
burg)s Dne hundred and twanty men went on
stcike (Post, B0,.05.14) Por higher wages and
againat Yodd working hougs'. An Incressm to

RA30 & week was demanded,; Further complaints
" related to ocuver=time pay and the moRr=Teglstra-
tion of wOrPkard.

‘Mo further information availabls.

scootypr Drivers { ohannesburg )i Ower 200

scooter delivery men gathersd in & Johannesburg
park (Post, B0.05.27) to protest against low
wages and the high rlsks of ths job.

palica wera called in and the protesters
forced to disperse.

Rax Trusform (Cepe Town)s Threa Ehowsand
workars stopped work (RDM, BO0.05.22) demand=
ing pay incresses. The Garment Workeras'
Union had besn investigating weges and
repressnted the workers during the strike.
Stewart Shub of the Rex Trusform mansgement

promiged wage increasas wikhin 48 hres It

was reportad that this strike wes @ spontansous
aption brought eabauk By Bus fare lnocroases

{see material on bus boycotts in this lsswe.
kleo WIP 10; and sditorisl in MWIP 12).

Hopthygegt Timber and Harduafe { Jamsnnesburg )i
Eight workers who desanded higher wages wers

fired by menager Charlie Steyn [Post,
B0.04.26).

tapalang Wockshop for the nd (Protoris)s
Thram hundred blind workers at [tereleng
fGasket Fectory (GaRankuwa, neatr Pratoria)
wire sacked after complaining of poor wages.

FManagement howeve: denied this report
saylng that they ofly tefuasd to take back
the twenty "sgitatops' when the factocy
reopens. Haneget Geoff Hilton=8acher cleimad
that "40 militant, politically metivated'
workers had 'planned to stage a rlot which
would colncide with the Teurth annlversary
af the 1576 unrest® (Star, BO0.06,27).

Tws wesks prior to the strike tha workers
were giwen 40z to A1,30 pay Lincresses. The
averags wege is abouk A11 & weak and warkers
have tecantly beean FTorced inko a "piece pata’
aystenm, . :

Ouring the disputs BophuthaTswana police
wars callesd in after manageanent ceported that
the workers had threstenad to dig up the
instituts's petrol storage tank and sat the
imstituts on Tire. A blind worker conmanted
an thats ‘That is wnkhinkable becsuss it
pelongs Eo us, How could we denkrdy GUE Own
school? MBesides; how can wa sok Fire To Ehe
bulldings wheh we Can hardly se8".

Alec Gorshel, Chalrperson of the Society
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for the Blind, denisd that the blind workecs
had bean fired. The Lnstlitute Faokory
ronalnes closed until mid=July.

4 later report (ROM, 80,07.11) swid that
whan the institute wes closed all 300 workers
affectively lost thelir jobe.

The sacond round of discusslons to attemph

to reopen the fectory was set for 14th July,
and it was hoped te have production resumed &
woek later. Tha talks hawve inwvolwed Bophubtha=
Tewane Minisker of Health and Walfare, Or KP
Mokhobo, Geoffrey Hilton-Sarber, tha workshop's
mahager, Alec Gorshal, thalrparson of btha
Trensveal Society Top the Blind (black sectionl
Willism Rowland; director of khe S5A Coungil
for the Blind.

Ho mention has been made of any worker
rapreasantation.

Table Bay Docks - stoveddces:
600 stevedorss walked of f tha job [AOA,
79,12,12) on the Cape Town docka. The
disputa cofcecnad wockara' roprossntaktion
= tha workers had been pushing Tor over ssven
months for a non-racial committes bto represant
then. Mansgeanent agresd to megotists with -
such & committes Formed undaf the susplces
of the yestern Province Genersl Workers'
union. Wotkers regarded this ss a tokal
wictary (Capa Times, 79.12,13) for tham and
for tha Ganacal WYorkers' Unlen.

For m fuller discussion af this action

by kha stevederes aee Joukth Africen Labouf
Bullekin.

Journalists, Wurses snd Teschars: Thars has
bean considerable sgitation smong professlon-

wls in South Africs over the pmat year; ralated
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both to salaries and warklng condltlons and
their relstionship to South Africea's racimlly
ddvided lﬂl:lii-jl., e hope to carry snalyses
of hwas trands in future editions of WIF, mnd
sak for contribuktlons from out ceaddcs, sepa—
clally thoss whe ars themsslves in thess
profesnions.

Cnglish=language newspopar jJjournalista
received an 11% Lncroass aftar & disputs with
managenent hed been referred to en arpliire= -

tor, The Sowth Africen Society of Journal=
iste hed been negotiating for a 22 percent

incresss in total salary sinoe lanuacy 1980,
Teachara hava baen even mare milibant
in their demands for bektter salariea and
snployment conditions, ss well as for a
Just dispensation for all teachers.
Initially protest revolwed 4'|'|:|.|-m.i thae l;rl.l-l;qﬂ
announcement of increases made by the Minister
of Finance, Dwen Horwood. He has bean
agocusad of gross miscepressntation of Lthe
facte relating to teachars' salaries.
There has besn talk net anly of boyoatilng
sxtra-mural activity, but alss of striking
= & course of action Ehat heas several prece=
dents in South Africem histery.
A now move from soms teachars has besn
& rejection of apartheid in sducation, ok

least am Far as salearies and opportunitiew
B8, .
In June it was reperted that an integrated
Natlenal Educetion Union of South Afrlce hed
bemn Formed.

A now mowve that heas bean noted Is that
teachears From "independent Black states"; or

bantustans, are belng forced out of "white®
South Africe wunless speclial permission has

bean glesn.

The Sundey Posk (60.02.09) reported that
student nurses from the bantustans would no
longer ba allowsd to traln in Soukh Africen
hoapitals: Barsgewesnath owtside Soweto hed
bean given specific lastruction Eo stop
sccepting student nursss From Lhe bantu=
sbana.

This is only one of many wrongs that have
come to light in the nursing profession, and
it recaived much less publicity than ktha
geievences of the wshite Auress. The complex
intarralationahip betwesrn the use and axploikt=
ation of bleck end -u-hi.tl rAurass needs to ba
examined in detall.

What has resched the hesdlines of the
comsgrcisl press has beeh the critical condl-

tions that sxist in ths white hospitals,
with 3 000 nurses reported to heve resigned
fros Transvesl prowinoclal hospitsls (ses RDM,
B0.02:16 ). .

The Ainister of Health has claimed that
cartaln doctars = unnamsd = wers Lnvolwed in
the agitation about nurses' salaries (& sexist
varlant of the thems of *the natives can't
think for themselves', ne doubt).

Further discrcimination axists batwesn
tha salaries paid te nurass in private
hospitals amd thoss in state/provincial
hospitals. This state of affalrs has now
bean rectified with an increase announced
by the Maklonal Federatlion of Private
Hospltals.

Calls heve bogpn mada For Ehe dealtlng
of "girls" into nursing for btwo years to
solvas the crisbs. This was cdone irn the
Tranaveaal Provincial Cowncil,

There are many quastions that Aeed to
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ba anawered in pelation to the sltustdon of
professionals in Sowth Africa. A few are
suggaskted below:

® lp there a tradition of low wages in the
nuceing profession beceuss Lt has besn
primarily the domain of womsn, and what are
the ideological implications of this? To
coma to any understanding of this sspeckt would
probably demand an sxamination of the
profession as it was transferced From Europe.
in axample of this can be seen in the comssnt
fromn Mospital menagament Ehat cesignatlions
wire dus to woman gatting marrisd or mawing
slaswhere wikth their husbends.

s Arn there many male nurcse, and If so what
are’ thelir salarles and status.

s Wwhat is tha nature of "unionism® for
profesalonsals, sspecislly importent in the
light of calls by the tesching profession far
a "union'y

w What are the fecllities preovided for tha
different nursing groupa® What are Ehe
facilities esvallable for africen nursss in
the bantustans?

— — -

& The hiarsrchy that sxists sspecially within
hospitals nesds to be exemined, but also within

tha teaching profession snd jourmelism. Thass
hisparchiss celats o job cetegoties, guali=
fications,race and satacies.

® Part of the ideologlcel perception of
woman a8 nuraes refers to "natural' or
*inastinctual'! charscteristics {such as
"caring?, l-l:l:]-, which charscteristices over=
ride sspects such as the long. hours and poor
wiEking conditions. Nursing is a Job.

% Privats hospitals and their workings as
wall os mental hespitals need ba be exemingd.



# What area tha implications of the stake-
takg=over of ox=misslon hospitals in Ehe
bantustasns, snd the uves of netional secvice=
megn in these hospitals.

# How doms the system of "student nurees’
operats = Ia it & system of apprenticeship?
# Is & non=racial teschers Body a Feassibllity
in tha light of the wide and growing ante=
gonien that exists withim sducation in South
Africa = mainly, but not exclusively, since
the 1976 pratests.

#® lWhat has the state's responas been to The
gxtramnaly ssnaitiva area of idu:illﬁﬁ foar
whites?

Efplcan La d (verssniging, Tranavaal)i

1 100 efrican-wockacs threatened a mass welk=
oukt over the premature retirement of Or
Eduard Leaving; the masnesging directar of tha
Firms It was reported (Citizen, 80.04,09)
that Or Lewin had hed considerable clashes
wikh theultrs-conparvative board of directors.

No further information is available.

Tr nionist (Ciskei)l: Thozamile Gouets,
the natlonal orgeaniser of the Soukth Africen
Allisd workers' Unlon was cepocted to be In
detention at thea PMdantsana police cells
after being arrested under the Riotous
Assembliss Act, He had been arrested By

the Ciskel Cemtral Intalligence Servicas
dutlﬂq.}.'trlkl af bus d:ivlri_fnnn p:luiiui
issues of Work in Progress).

The CCIS is on its wey to sstablishing
itegmlf as = workthy particlpant in tha array
of security secvices Lm South Afcice aet
sgainat the working cless and their orgeni=
sations,

Premisr Paper (Klip #iver)s In June workers
from this Firem want on strike demanding

higher pay. Workers ceturnsd after o fou
hours after having besn told that a reply

would be given to their demand s fow deys laterd

No further information is avallsble to
NIEs

Et;iklll The offlicial version of labour
action was given by the Minister of Mampowsr
Utilimation, SP Botha, who said im parlismant
that durlng 1979 thece had been 571 strikes,

Causss of the strikes hed besn wage
demands (35 coses), dismissal of fellow
workars and digsatisfaction with wage
increases (the remainder). WMo mention af a
-lqgll strike in gpupport of worker cepressnt-
atian,

Aely Precision Cestings (Sokeburg, Transvaal):

After & work stoppsgs cauasd by objectlion
ta tha dismissal af & Tellow worker

55 africen workers were arrested (RODM,
A0:.05.78)s Thay wers charged wikth ltr}hihg
illagmlly.

Thelr cese was remanded Bo June 10th.
Aftor being released on ball, 11 of the -1
lipid charges of assault against the pollice.
Ball wes withdrewn later (Post; BD+DE-11}
in thres of the casss.

The Metal and Allied Werkers' Unlon
has taken up the case of the striking and
charged workera.

Ho further informatlion svelilable to WIP.

gkilfontein Gold Ning (Transvesl): 4500

african mimera cefused to go underground
at the beginning of June (ses ROR, BO,06.04),
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It wam reported that the miners attempted to
st Flire to the two community centres. Pollce

wers called Im and used tearges to disparas
the crowd st the shaft of the minss whare the
miners had gethered,

Tha following day the minaps returned to

work: It was reported that the cause of the
strike was unknown, Ranagesent attempted o
pat tha minera to sppoinkt & spokeamen mnd
sat up & "repressntative cosmitbea’

Further informaktion unavailable,
probably partially & commant on tha ineccann=
ability of tha mine workers within the
Camgaunds.

Lingeris Factory (Johsnnesburgls One hundred

famales workers went on satrike at an wAnamsd
factory ower thelr demand for & 12 percent
iﬂnr--.q in wages. A Hirsowit:, managar af

Ahe company, @ffered them a 7 parcent increase.

Ranagement Fimnally negotisted with the
Garment Woarkera' Union which sventually
achieved & 12;5 percant incresss for moskt of
the Tranavesal's 73 000 garment workers.

Putco Bus Company {Johannesburg)s’ Putco's
afeican bus drivers went on strike gmn B0.07.09

until noon after hawing been tefused & RIS a
wiek raise in wages.
The company offered & 15 percent increasa.
The 450 bus drivers submitted a petitlon
to management [on B0.06.25, according to bthé
ROM)}, rejecting the compeny's lislsoch
connittes and calling for the A35 a wesk
incresse. The petition rejected the 15 parcent
sgreaed to by the lislson committes bDecause the
Putes workars hag not been oonsulted. Tha
petition complained that 'thers is mo proper




structure at Putce through whish wockers
can bargain® (RDA; B0.05.25).

By BO.DE.30 {Pest) the Workera' Actlon
Committes had glven mamnagement untll 80.07.03
to respond to thelr demands. It was reported
{Post, 8D0,07,03) that the Putoo deivers would
.E;.;H_itriil AF the R3S incresse wes net in
their pay packets that mornifg. The drivers
slsn demsndad that A Carleo (& Putco dl:ietnr}

ahould be at tha Puktcoton depot that merning.
Whan A Carleo vefused to mest drivers &t tha
Puteoton depot in New Canada, Soweto, tha
decision to strike was cerried through. ALL
four depots wers affected. Peliee baton
charged crowds in Johannesburg who wers stran=
ooed brocause of the strike.

The strike ended when managemant agrasd
te continue negotiations on the pay and other
grievances. The bus drivers were sald to have
sccepted the 15 percent increass "under
protesat®, but demanded furthar negotistions.

The dispute has now been referred Lo
the Department of Manpowar Utilisation Lm
prder to set in motion the lang process of
arbitration that is reguired befora a
"lagal' skrike can take placa,

Among the demsnds are thoss for the
recognition of the Transport and Alllied
workars® Umion, mnd the reinstatemsnt of
digmissed workerms.

The skrike has sdded to the problems
axparisnced by this Firm,
mpplisd l;r fars increases which ate baing
opposed,
increasess has been pestponed once, and & naw
date has not bean set.

Moxk in Progresy will follow up
davelopments relating to this firm,

Putoco has aleo

A date For the hearimg am the wage

Frams Group (Mew Germany, Matal)s Six thousand

taxtile workers want on atrike at the Framse

Group textils comgplex outside Duchan (Frame—

tex, Mortex, Seltex). The strike was tha

culnination of & long standing wage disputa.
Strikers were demanding incresases for

workers who sare on minimum wages as low ae

R18,40 a wamk. Lt won reported {5undar.

Times, B0,08.01) Ehat the Frane Textile

enpire, owned by the Freme Ffamily, was

ifrstrumantal i 1973 For the Lreaction of a
cleusgs in the than Bantu Labour Relations

Act which sllows smploysrs to decide (without
negotiating with workers] on minimun wages

{then to be referred to the Minister of Labour).

Male workers' weskly wages range betwsan
A23 and R3I0 and for women From RAE to M25.
The workers have Liaison committess consist=
img malnly af ahop steward membars of the
Weticnal Union of Textile Workers, which tha
company doss not peacognise,

ATtar & masting thea Freme Group decided
te Fire the textile workers, but the workers
rafused to accapt their dismissal and conti=
nued with thelr damand For & 25 percant
increase. Management was only preparad to
conaider a 10 parcant InCrasss.

It was reporkted that thres reprassntatives
of the striking workers had besn arrested and
gharged with promoting an Lllegal strike
(ROM, B80,08,.29]).

Claphes betwien Groups of Lowfahip
reaidents and those workers whe Pad nok
Joined the strike werse also reported. Groups
of workers returning From factorfies were said
ko have besn ssssulted, However, it wos
claimed by some workers that scabs (Ehoss
workers who had been willing to bresk Ehe

strika) had basn armad by lln-u-Qinl or other
people and that peveral strikers had basn
killeds
hava bean pecelved.

Twalue days latec the strikers returned

No conflrmation of theése clalms

to work buk 917 workers wers wunable to get
theair Jobs back. Most of the 18-man workers'
coaniktee whoe hed negetieted with managenent
had Been dismissed. Management announced &
15 pereant pay rise to coms into effect in
July and 10 percent in January, &nd promised
a penaion scheme identical to Ehe one For
white workers.

Obed Fuma, genaral sacrebtacy of the
Hational Uniocn of Textile workers hailed the
gutcoma of the strike as "a hiskorie

wictary For the workers®.
B (The Freme Group feckories had schisved
pubtlic notoriety during the 1973 strikes im

Matal, snd becens tha whipping "boy" For all

the evils that no cther Flrma wore qullt? af

= @t lemat a8 Tar as the press was concerned.
For an exaninmation of thea textile industry En
Hatal pes The Durben Strikes 1973, published
by tha IIE and Rewen Prasa).
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COU RTS The trisl continues on August 13th devices within South Africa, and trans-

in the Eempten Fark Aeglonal Court. mitked this information to Eriksson by

. letker during February 1978.
ILHHUH L5H ACT THRIALS . Renfrew Leslie Christis (30]). S l":rl_h.r alleged that Christie
attempted to remove & drawing of Lthea
Koesberg Nuclesr Fowst Station from the
Electricity Supply Commission Library,
a8 well a8 & report entitled "Public
Resckion to the Intreduction of Nuclesar
Power and the Influence of Public Relationa
Technigues®, and attempied to send this
naterial to one of the people or bodies
mentioned in the charge ahaat.

Thandi Ruth Nudise (Z1) Noses Nwosi (24) Charge: 7 counts under the Terrorism Act,
sno Aaron Slim Aoyale (Z1). with slternate charges under the Atombe
Cnarge: Terrorisa dodise is alleged to Emerygy Ackt, the Intepnal Securibty Ack,
nave left South Africa Fer ailitary and @n allegation of theft of & document.
training duting 1974, undergone such Christie, holder of & doctorate for
Lrakninyg in ANC cemps in Angola andfor a tnesis on energy if_ifflﬂ:ff Africa, ]
Tiru;l.n.t-, and returned to South Africa ‘was detained in Cape Town on Ocktober 23rd
durimg 1978. She is further alleged, 1979, and first appeared in court on 3rd
during Mareh 1978, to heve set Fire to April 1980. It was alleged by the state
piles of clething in Johannesburg branches +that, during 1978 and 1979, Christie
of the OK Bazasrs and Edgars. Modise also supplied information om South Africa‘’s
faces charges of possessing s machine anergy situation to the ANC, the
pistol, ammunition and explosives, and International Universiky Exchange Fund
investigating police stotions and the Bantu { LUEF }, ANC offigial Freme Ginwala,
Affairs Administration Hoard offices in and Sputh Afcican exile Horst Klesinschaldk.
Krugersdorp with the intention of The preanble to the charges levelled
sabutaging them. against Christie states that the ARLC is
Hoga le and Wkosi are charged with an unlawful orgamisation committed to the
harbouring Hodise on her rekurn te South overthrow af the South African state,
Afriea, and storiny a Firearm and and that Christie was &n sctive supporter
explosives belonging to her. of the ANC. It is further claimed that the
HAodise has claimed that a sktabtement IUEF has, as one of its objscts, the
she made to- @ magistrate while im detention gverthrow of lawful suthority in South
wad beacauss of aassults and thrests mads Africa. Christie, it was alleged, intended
by security police st John Vorster Square. to make available information on all
When detained, she was & months pregnant, gapects of energy im Soukh AfFrica bto Lthe
and continually Ffeared the lose of her IUEF, ite director (Lars Gunnar Eriksson),
ghild a8 & resulk of the ssssults and tha ANC and one of its office-bearers
treatment she wunderwent. - ' (Frene Ginwala), and to Horst Klelinschmidt
She has also claimed that a . an. of ficial of the International Defence
Johannesburg Oistrict Surgeon refused to and Aid Fund.
make & note of her complaints, of assault, Specifically, it wes claimed that
saying that the report would be returneo Christie cbtained information as to what
to security police who would only assault regions the Atomic Energy Board regarded
her further. g as seismologically safe to explede nuclear

Further charges related to alleged
inspections of the Duvha Power Station
near Witbank, and the Kriel FPower

Station near Bethal, glth the intention of
obtaining informetion to send to the ANC,

“IVEF andfor its office bearers, and tha
obteining of drawings entitled “Flow
disgram; Camden Power Station" and
“Eleckrical diagrem, Caanden Fower Station."

Hueh of the trial revolwed around
? statements Christies made to securlty
police in Cape Town and JohsAnesburg.

Christie testified that, after having besn
made to atand in one spot Ffor 12 hours By
Cape Town security police, he made a
statement to aveld Further trestsment of
this kind, and to ensure that innocent
Feiends and collesgues of his ware nob
detained and subjected to interrogetion,

Subsegquent to the Cape Town stabtement,
he was tranaferced to John Vorater Squars,

Johennesburg, whars he made o sscond
statement te police. According te hia
evidence, Lhis stetement was made Lo
avald the sort of trestment he haed
receivad in Cape Town.




While the defenoe afgued that the
cosrcion inwvolved in the extracting of
the First (Capea Town) statement should
be ssan B8 continuing ma park of a
process at John Vorster Square, presiding
judge Eloff ruled that the Johennasburg
atatement was adaissable se svidence
againat Christis, having been 'freéely &nd
woluntarily' mede. FPolice claimed that in
Cape Town they had offered Christie a
ghair, but that he had stood *tnldﬁt-rllr‘
for -uéh @ long pericd that his Ffeet had
swelled upt '

Security policemsen Caeptain CH
Willisamson testified in the trial, giving
certain details of his infiltration of
the ILUEF, and subssguent activities.
Werfdiot: Cuilty on % countes of Terrorism.
Sentence: An effective 10 yeara. Lesve to
appeal sgainst wverdict and sentence has
been granted by the trial judge.
[(Pretoria Supreme Court, B80.0&.08).

Kedibone Christopher Mathsbe (21), Colin
Makgato Kotu (23}, Simon Meshige (17},

and Elias Modiga (19).

Charge: Terroriem, with alternative
charges of arsen, public violence,
attempted murder and malicious damage

to property. The mccused, all memberas of
the Sowsto Students® Lesgue [(S55L) ware
slleged to have met Fire to s Soweto school
on Lléth Auguat 1978; Lfncited others ko

sat fire to the house of a school principal
in Sebokeng, near Verssniging; and
arganised riotous activities at Ethe

funatel of Robben Island priscner Johannes
Hatsobane -

"IEﬂj.l!tll &ll accused gulilty on various
counts of Terrorism.
Mathebe was found guilty of participation
in the Fire bomb attsck on a Soweto
school during Auguat 1978. The other
accused ware acquitted on this count.
All 4 accused were Found guilty on tha
:--li.n].nq 2 counts of Terrorism, .il the
events relating to the Hetsobane Ffuneral,
and tha 1n:111ng'nr people at an 55L-
orgenised mesting at Hély Cross Church in
Orlando Wesk.
E!I'll‘.ll'll:’l: Illl:h-hhlél ¥ yoars.

Kotu: 7 years.

Hlihigu: 5 years.

Modige: & years.
AR |ppl.1nl.1‘.1n.-n -fpp'lllu: to appenl was
rafussd by the trial judge.
(Kgmpton Park Suprems Courk, 80.04,25).

A L7-year old youth. .
Chactgei Terrorism. The accused is alleged
to have recruited & person For military
training, as well as undergoing treiming
himself in Lesotho between March 1778 and
January 1979 he was further alleged to
hawa rébtifned to South Africa after
receiving training with the intention of
endangering the maintenance of law and
order. _

A& ptatement made by the sccused to
police while in detention wes sdmitted as

_ ®vidence ageinst him by the presiding

magistcate, after the accused had claimed
that he was ssssulted and Lortured in the
'wasrkewer' at John Vorster Square. Police
denied the existance of such & room, and
the magistrate sccepted the police wversion.

Verdicts Guilty.
Sentence: § years.
{Johannesburg Regionel Court, B0.08.7%).

Wellington Vikile Gumenge (23], Paul
Khunalea {32), Wendile Abile Daeyile (2&),
Fikile Ernest dohali (19), Vusumzi Kennath
fibonda (18}, Wendile Goodman Geakazl (19),
Lizo Iwelimgina Kula (1B}, and Aba Xhego
Dayile (18).

Charge: Iurrnrliq. The acoused were allesged
to have atiempted to lesve the country

Ffor military -training, and to have robbed

@ van deiver of R350. )

Heoak of the evidence againat tha
accused was in the form of alleged
'‘confessions' made by them whiles in
detention. The presiding megistrate
found that these confessions may have been
made undar durlll.1lﬂd ageordimgly oould
not be sccepbted as evidence.

Werdick: After L8 months in custody, mell
accused were scquitted.
[Port Elizebeth Aeglonsl Courk, B0.04.25)

Archibald Monty Mzinyathi (2&4), and Bingo
Bentley Mbojeni (46).

Charge: Terrocism, Mzinyathi is slleged
by the atake to have joined the ANC in
1975 pnd undergome military tramining in
the Soviet Union between Herch and July
19773 on his return to South Africa,
Meinyathi was allegedly harboured by
Hbojenl, wha knew he was & trained
guerilla.

Both the asceuséed have contesbed
statpments they had mede to police while
in custody, claiming to heve bheen e8seulted
and tortured by security police before




making the statements. The presiding
magistrate has eccepted both statements
a8 svidence, ruling that they were made
fresly and without coerclion From the
police. ’
{Johannasburg Regional Court, B0.05.22).

Zinjiva Winston Wkondo (37).

Charge: Terrorism, and Internal Security
Act. The msccused, detalned by security
police on lIth Decembar 1979 while on a
trip from Seszilend ko Lesotho, 18 af
alleged member of Ethe ANC . While. in
detention, his brother, Curtis Kkondo,
brought an application before court to
have his detention declared illegal,

but this wes turned down.

After appearing in court, all
chergds were withdrawn sgalnat Nkondo,
and he wes estcourted Lo the Lesotho
porder by South Africen Police; and
realeaased. It is presumsd that tha
gtate agresd to release Wkondo because
of the illegal neatute of his errest,
and because of persistent pressure bBrought
to bear by the Lesotho government .

fhabo Mekunyane asnd Ephraim Hoga le.
Charge: Tercoriem, with alternative counts
undar the Intarna) Security Act. Mogale im
the president of the Congress of South
African Students (COSAS). The stete claims
that, between Dctober 1977 and Detober
1979, the accused furthered the aims

of the ANC snd of communism. They are
mlleged ko have recruited ANC members,
produced and distributed pamphlets, and
gatablished an organisstlion callsd the
‘Conmunist Advancenment Movement'.

The trial beggine on August I8Eh in tha

Pistersberg Regional Courk.

Athlons Enima (3Z).

Eharge: 2 counts of Terrorism. The state
allages that the eccused recrukted two
people For militeary treining.

{Pretoris Regionsl Court, 80.06.10).

Simon Lucky Mosketal (24).

Cherge: Terrorism. The accused wes allsged
to have left South Africe during 1976,
joined the PAC, and undergons militacy
trakning .

Verdicki Guliliy.

Sentencer > years.
{ Johannesburg Regional Court, }0.05.80)

Hothibhk Hordegmi .

Cherge: Terrorism., The state alleged that
the sccused laft South Africe, joined

the ANC end underwent militeary tralkning,
and returped to South AfFrica with the
intention of endangecimg the maintemsnce
of law and order.

ihe trisl begine in the Verseniging .
fegional Court on July 30th. i

APPEAL PRUCEEDINGS .

paanond dzukisi Hadlawvw, Mayimbo Rixama;
and Nkwenkwa Hzwandile Hadela.

The appellants were Found guilty of
Saootage im June 1978, and sentenced

tv 10 years (Aedlavu] and LI years

(Rinana snd Aesdela) :ilbﬂ:hivllr- Thay

wire found to have participated in a series

:ni inpidents in the Keoaeh and Langa
townships, near Uitenhage, on léth Juna

1%77. An application for leawve to appeal
againet sentence was tugned down by Lhe
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trisl judge, sitting in the Grahamstown
Supreme Court. The convicied men
petitionsd the Chief Justice for leave

Lo sppeal, but this was recently Eurned
down. dentence and convictlon sccordingly
stand unaltered.

Jarius Kgokony.

The appellant appeared &% & stete witness
in a Terroriem Act trisl during 197&. His
avidence in courkt conflickted with a
stakement he had made under ocath as a
detaines, and he was subssguently charged
with obstructing the course of justice,
convicted and sentenced ko 2 years
imprisonment. He appealed againat sentence
and conviction, but this was dismissed by
the Supreme Cuurt. A further appoal was
neacd by the Appellate Division, but this
was also refused.

As Kgokong was due to anter prison
to serve his sentence, it was reported
that he had left South Africa.

(Appeal Court, 80.05.01).

ivelakhe Sisulu.
As previously reported, Sisulu was called
before & muglstrate, and required Lo
ANEVET :lrt.]nlquulliﬂﬂl relating to &
possible contravention of the Terrorism
det on the part of Thami HMekwanazli. He
rafused to snswer Lhess guestions, end was
gentenced ta ¥ months imprisonment.

He appealed against sentence and

_conviction, and after hearing ergusent,

the Supreme Court st sside sentence, and
referced the matter oack to the _
payistrates court for s reinvestigation
of the reasons Sisulu had offered For
deglining to answer Ehe questions put’ to



hins
{Fretoria Supreme Court, B80.0%5.0%).

Vusumuzl Nicholas fulw.

ihe appellant was convicted of Treason
dguring the recent trisl of 12 ANC
sctivints in Pietermaritzburg, end
sentenced to 13 years imprisonment. He
applied for lesve to appeal against
senkence, but this was refused by the
trial court. However, @ petition lor
leasve to mppeal weas succesaflully brought
before the Appellate Division, and he
now has kthe right to appeal against
genkence [(bulbk not convietion).

(Appeal Court, BO.0&6.09).

SAHOTAGE CASES.

unlﬂtﬁllflﬁﬁ man.

The accused is alleged to hawe incibed

o person to place a packel of explosives
in the Oundes police stetion. Charged
with incitement to commit sabotage, the
accused, an african man; was due to
 Bppear in the Dundee Regional Courkt
during April L1980, '

.EGHIHAUEHIIHH UF HANNING URDEHRS .
(internel Securlty Act).

Aubrey Hokoena (31).

Ihe accused Faces * counts of contrawening
his banninyg order. The charges relate to
his mlleged attendance of mestings of the
Afcican Methodist Episcopal Chucch [AME).
ime krisl continues in the Johannesburg
Begional Court on October &th.

Father Smengaliso Hkhatahwa. ' -

The state alleged that on two occasions
dur:nu 1977 the accused recelived wvisitors

ak hi; home ; theraby contravening his
nouse arrest order,

Uuring 1%80; all charggs were dropped
sgainat the acoused.

{Pretoria Regional Court, B0.0&.27).

- —

Chronology

of
Conflict

winal fullows is an incomplete chronoleygy
of iagortant *incidenks’ which reflect

thie growhng intensity of conflick kn

Soulh Africa. The chronoloyy is mislesding
in Lwd wAYm:

l. only tie nore "dramatic' iacidenks

are shown. [his excludes a large calegory
of resislance which includes *spontanecus’
abtbtacks un aymboles of represalon BN
control, &y the Gurning of Llack schools,
Janly AfFfairs Administration fioard offices
tuwnship voltlestores, bankbusban
inglitulions, abttacss on policepen, albe.
2. any focus on incidents olurs the fact
that resistance is an ongoinyg process,
rather than = series of dramiatic svents.
Each act lisled beluw nesds to be loocked
at wilthiln the whole natare of South
african society, the sorts of conflicts
thal Bociely givea rime Lo, and Ehe
resistance to soclety which is park of
conflict and strugyle.

Ihe columng under which the warious
avants are Jdetalled are date of ineidanl;
Incident; organissation iavolved ﬁlF
known) , and legal procesdings relating
to khe incident [if any).




Zu.10.76

25.10.76

30.11.76

07.12.76

01 01.77

Q7.01.77

16.01.77

18.01.77

L7.02.77

0r.a3.717

13.06.77

Bomb atteck on Jabwlani
Paolice atation, Sowatao

Explosion on reilway line
between New Canmda and
Hiimhlope stations, Soweta
Explosion near Dikgale
raileay station,

Fistersburg

2 policemen injured when

4 ANC guerilles thay had
apprehended in the Eastecn
Tranavaal escaped by
throwing & hand grensds into
the cab of & police wehicle
2 explosions on tallway line
betwesn Pletersburg and
Tzanesn -

domb blaskt at Carlton
Centre, Johannesbutg

Bomb explodes in ANC 'bomb
Factory"' in Klipspruit,
Sowsto, home of Phillip
Ehora. 1 kKilled, % injured
Bomb explodesa on Johannesburg-
Vereenlging rallway line.
Bomb on raillway line near
Krugersdorp kills reilway
worker and injures anobher
Polies discover explosives
cache in Sowsto

Folice discover arma cache

in Graaf-Aeinst

Fretoria restaurant destroyed
imn boab blast

2 whites killed; 2 injured

in Goeh Gtrest mhooting

S5RC 5 wva Paul Langa.
Sulcide
Sguad
SSAC
Sulcide
Squad

?

& wva Paul Langa.

5 va Mosima Spwwale
gnd 10 athers.

S va Mosima Senwale
and 10 others
(Naledi Teiki).

5 va leamgc ODondry
Seko.

5 wa John Phale
and % others.

5 va John Phala
and 5 others.

5 va Solomon
Hahlangu -

1&,06.77

‘1B.06.77

1é.06.77

27 .06.77

26.07.77

T.07.77

ar.0%.77

 19.09.77

27.09.77

18.0%.717

Explosives placed on reileay
trucks at Langlaagte mtation.
AWC pamphlets distributed,
Jahannesburyg

Afma and pamphlets seized by
police in Soweto )
Railway line betwesn Durban

and Ualezi Blown up aboul 400

from Lindokhule staktion. Kruger

claime done by same group ae
~respongible for Goeh Street.
i bomb explosions on Soweta
railway linea: between Orlando
and Mancefliald staticne, and
ofn line West of Mew Canada
Police caphture 3 guerillas
with arms and sxplosives when
truck overturnes in Trensvaal
2 policemen wounded in shoot-
out with ANC guerilla Nicholas

Holekwane in Dobsonville house.

Molekwane killad

Explosion on railway lime
beatwsen Princess and Horison,
Transvaal

ANC pamphlet "bomba' in

Cape Town

Leanard Hkosi, ex ANC guerillas
turned security policesan shot
and killed in what was ssen a8
an ANC death contract

‘Arms and grensdes found by
palice near Swaziland border.
2 guarillas arrested

2 guerillas captured near
Mafeking. Largs arms cache
discovered in wiginity

page 40

we Cansi Liza.

5 ve Aithen
Ramudzull and
Enoch Duma .

5 wvo Aithken
Remudzull and
Enoch Dumae .

Referred to in
5 wa Mzilikazi
Khumalo.




T.09.77

02.11.77

£5.11.77
"30.11.77
11.12.77

14.12.77

2T.12.17

o7T.01.78

02.02.78

1.02.78

T.02.78

Bomb mllegedly plented in
main Pretoris post affice. Mot
found, and incident not
proved in subssquent trial
In & police clash with ANC
guerillas near Pongolo,

one policesan injured, and
guerilla (Toto Skosana)
killed _

domb explodes at Carlton
Centre = 14 hurt.

Bomb ;;;I;;II on Pretoris-
bound train

Bomb ewplodes at GCermiston
police atation

Bomb explodes in parking
let next to Bemnonl rallway
station

Unexploded bomb Found in
Roodepoort OK Bazaars
Stephen Hiahall, ex ANC
asaber turned regular

stakte wibtneas shot in his
KEwaMashuy home. This was Lhe
sscond attempt on his L1ife
Bomb explodes at Daveyton
police station near Benoni
Pelice and guerillas clash
neafr Swaziland border. 2

. police killed. Kruger says

thers have besn othar battles
like this in Eastern
Tranavaal

Thousands of ANC pamphlekta
distributed around SA

$ ve Altken
Aamudzuli and
Enoch Dusa.

5 va Amron 5ipho
Hadando .

% ve Morman Velaphi-

Mgwenya.
5 wa Norman Welaphi
Ngwanys .

5 va Norman Velaphi
Ngwenya.

7.02.78

09,03, TH

10.03.78

14.03.78
1% D3.78

19.03.78

Z6.03.78

7 Da.78

04 .04.78

=

Di.04.T78

l14.04&.70
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Unexploded bomb, capable of
destroying a 2Z-story

bul]dlng, Ffaund in Johannes-
burg of Fice block

Bomb explodes in PE, killing
man carctying it when it

explodes prematursly

Bomb explodes outaide of PLC
Banktu Affaires Administration
Board, killing & woman

Fires under clothing in OK
Bezmars, Elaff Strest, and
Edgars Store, Markek Skreet,
Juhannesburg. Incidents not
reported at time

Grenades and explosives Tound

in Soweta

Explosive device thrown at

house af Chatsworth police
iqu.Ent [!EPllthll _

Guerilla killed while making =
bomb in an Alexandre houss
(Sipho Siblsi)

Petral bomba thrown, and shots
fired st homes of two police in:
Hew Brighbon

Oscar Xeba, HMangabeni cowncillor-
and member of Kealulu Public
Bervice Commission, attacked

in AK &7 :{:&- incident

Abel Mthembu, Tormer ANC executive
member who had given state -
evidence in & number of trials,
killed outside his Alexandra
home

Ingueat knte death
of HMacDonald
Hakhwezi Mtulu.
Ingueat into death
of VYuyelewa

Gladys Tengile.

5 va Thandi Modias
and 2 others.

Ingueat into desth
of Sipho S5ibiai.




2%.05.74

2% 0&.TH

oL.08.78

21 .08 .78

27.10.78

30.10.7d

iz.1%x.78

27.11.78

1%2.11 78

Police snnounce discovery of a
nusber of latfge arma caches in
Natal

Well known black policeman Det.
Segt. Chapi Hlubl shot with
Russisn wespon in Sowsta.

Howse had been burnt down

in August 1776

Runming gun battle bebtwsan

at leaskt 3} guerillas and

police inm Witklelgat ares.
Folice discover arma cache
AESEDYy '

B MHayeze, JONS member, shot
dead in Umlmzi

3 guerillas clash with sscurity
forces An BophuthaTeswanm. |

ANC

ANC

guerills gilled (Richard Mapslla)

and one subseguently arrested
{Tladitesgas Moses Molefs].
Pelice find large arma cache
nearby

-ln & clash between 3 guerillas
and police about 50km weat of

Lowis Trichard, a police sergeant

was seriously wounded while the

guerillas escaped
A farm in the Tehipisé area

sttacked by an armed man, and the

awnear af the farm wounded
"Bucket- bomha" distribute ANC
pamphlete in Durban

"Hucket bombe' distribute ANC
pamphlets in Johannesburg
and Caps Town

ANC

ANC

5 va Sekets and
1l others.

=

5 va Sekete and
11 athara.

05.12.78

o7.12.74

16.12.78

£7.12.78

153.01 .79

21.01.7%

f&.01.79

24.02.79

156.05.79

23.04.79

Alleged PAC membar Eenneth
Mkwanazi shot dead by palice
when he sttespied te detonate
a hand grenade during a police
raid on & Sowelo house

Bomb blast &t old Ucban Hln?u
Counsil chambers in Soweto:
chambers currently houss the
Soweto Community Couwncil
Roilway line betwesn Barlin and
Fort Jackson in the Eastern
Caps sebotaged in bomb blast
Police Find small aras cache
in Bochabella township, near
Blogmfontelin

Gun patkile between police and
guerillas in the Derdepoart
ares. One guerills killed,
one captured; one eacapen.
Flesse Find large arms ceche
nearby

Bomb explodes on New Cenada-
Johannesburg railway Lline
Unexploded bomb Found near

" Pierie Stetion in Eastern

Cape

Polies snnounce discowvery .
of Ewo large arms caches

in Eestern Transveal
Grenads aof rd;llqn erigin
found lying in white suburb
of Pretora

Uoexploded bomb on rellway
line betwesn Verseniging
and Johannesburg

PAC

rage 43

ve Thusi and .
others.




0l.0%.79

0%.0%.79

0¥.05.79

13.05.7%

1 0&.79
18 .06.79

25.04.79

27.06.79

28.06.79

1.07.79

12.07.79

AMC/SACP pamphlets distributed
in-Johannesburg and Jurban

i people injured when grenade
axplodes in white Pretoris
suburh

3 ANC guerillas mttmck Horoks
palice statian, killing one
policensn (Brien Themba),
wounding othars. and destroy-
ing police records. Pemphlets
laft on the scens explain the

attack as revénge for Lhe
execution of AMC guerilla
Solomon Mshlangu (06.04.79)
Bomb partislly explodes in
o Cape Town Supreme Court
16.08.7%

;l Hgqubelani

Pemphlets distiibuted in

Soweto calling on people Lo

suppert the "rfresdom of the

gun" promised by “"our comradea®™

ANC pamphlets calling For sblay ANC

away from work

Explosives Found on Esstern

Iransvaal rallway Line

& Soweta youthe injured in

explosion while playing with

hand grenade they had Tound

Police seize TNT, detonators,

explosives from Sowsto home

Alleged Moroka atbtscker,

Johannes Ramagachs, &8capes

from Protes police station

Arms snd ammunition fownd in 5 va Luskwane
Eastern Transvaal and I athers
6 Soweto childeen injursd -
while playing with a- hand

grenade Found in Orlenmdo

Essl

15.08.79

05.09.79

10.10.79

oz.11.79

@7.11 79

06.12.79
0%.01.80

08 .01 .80

L%.001 .80

ia.02.80

D&.08.80

@l .06 .80
15.06,.80
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Soweto child loses hand while
playing with explosives

found in Klipspruit

ANC pamphlets distributed

in Johannaaburg

Palice Minister le Grange says
that in past 2 years, SAF hawve
Found 4%6 kg dynamite, 175

M 000 carkridges,

1 076 detonmtors and 376 hand
grenades in Investigations

fFirearms ,

relating to security matters

Attwck on Orlamdo police

station. 2 police killed

Hend grenades thrown into

home of black sacurity

policeman st Wessslton, near

Ermelo. Him children injured

Explosion on cablway line

patwsen Alice and Esat London

Guerilles atteck police S va Lukisi and
station st Sockmekasr others {pending) .
HMan shot dead near -
Soekmekaar.Arms cache found

near by

Siege of Volkekaes Bank ,
Silverton, } guerillas killed,

1 white killed

"Guerille stteck™ on store near -
Ingeavume, Northern Zululand.
Arma cache fFound nearby. Certain
doubkts sboul whathar attack
fpoliticelly motiveted"

Attack on Booysens police
atation

Attack on SASOL planta

Explosion on reilway line

S5 va Lubisi mand
others (pending).

in Cast London




Rents:
Mhluzi

AT the emd of farch, 1978, a series of avenkts
took pless in the Teensvaal town of Middel-
burpg and itas aceompanying location, Ahluzls
As = rosult charges ware brought agalnet
sevaral people, and tha police wounded a
nunbar af .I'll.].dl'l'lt-l. mainly childran.

Thess events relats te rent incrsascs In
the Ahluzi tewnship, decided upon by the High=-
wald Bantu Administration Soard (HAB) and
gnforced through the Mhluzl Urban Bantu
Council (MUBE), It wan propossd thak rents
pald for HAB housss be Lncreased from A1E
te A20, and on self=built housss from A1
to A15, Furthermors; maccled adults would
be sxpactesd te pay for lodgers® permits.

Tha increases wero dum Lo come 1lnto &fFect
on the 1st April, 1978.

" on Wednesday (30th March) residants
staged a protest march, but this wes soon
brokan up by pollice who claimed that the
marchacse h.d. been mainly childeen [Fron tha
Sozama Secondaty Schoeol)y *Lmeited by thair
parents to protest at the rent incresses'.

"hgitators from Johannesburg' wete alsa
blemnad [see tha article on the Mowcastle
bus boyestt for similar scapegoats) and it
was claimed that pamphlets wara found [7)
(5kar; 78.03.31): Howsver, no mantion was
mada of any of this during the subssguent
trinle.

Thureday, Jist March, saw & large protest
ettandad by about 1 D00 pesple gathared

togethar at a clinic. The protestesrs wece
mainly woman and childeens The man ware
probably at worky and the wonan aEm morm
imnadiately affected by Lncreases in house=
hold sxpendituce.

Falice used tesrgas to disperss the crowd
af protessters. Brigadisr HIA Abbot -[ﬂi.-u"t.u-n—
al Commissioner for the Ffap=sastecn T:;n|uu1:l
sald that the crowd held a protest mesting with
Wil officials, buk refused to dispersa whan
ardeared Eo do 8o = he was obwiously rmot refer=
eing to the HAE efficisls.

om Fenday, Jrd April, a large erowd
patharad anca mare to protest A&t the incceaadi.
Fallowing a meeting between HAE officiale
and & 10-woman realdents’ delegation JW Jonker
af HAB addpassed the crowd that had gathered.
Police claimed that a sectlon of the crowd
then started stoning the HAB wehlcles,
Jonkar's car, =nd tha palice. Police -u;'lnti
sgain wveed teargas and opened fire with
bBirdehot, wownding several pesopla (B
according te initial reports, B according to
a later report).

The Aiddelbuzg Obggpver of Tith Apeil
{1978) saild that Jonker had announced that
the pent Lnersass would be postponed to the
18t Julys This proved torbe wmacceptable
te tha crowd.

Tha sens isswve of the Middalburg ObEQEVRE
mentioned soma of the complaints velced by
rosidents (along with tales of o "teotsl
elemant®, *influencing youths to rebel
against their sldars (elc) with wild promlaes
of schooling in pleces like Botswans'):
no Lncreases until water and sleckricity was
pravided in tha houses {in soma cases 16

‘houses per block had a single tap, whils the
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only lighting was etrest lighting)p & buckat
sewarage scheme was still in oparationg

_l.'ll"ull wae Temoved toe Infrequently and tha
bins that were provided wers lnadeguate)

rosds wete in 8 state of dispspais.

Ouring the Firet week of April it
was @hnounced that the rent inoreases had
besn suspended unmtil the 1ek July, and that
mhly m pdults wouwld be liable te pay
for lodgars' permlts [Post, T8,04.08).

Twd separate court ceses aross out of
tha incidents, In the ona Caniel Masekxo (21),
Patae Wdlowu (20}, Ceelbool Shosdna (3IB), and
youths sged 12, 14, 14 and 18 (one & girl)
appaared in the Fiddelburgy Magistrate's Court
for tha first tima on the 8th May, 1974,
eharged with public vialen.es The sccused
all ploaded not guilty, saylng that they hed
been pact of ths crowd but not sctive parti-
mipants in the stone throwing. ALl had been
wounded and moat sald that they had baan
acreaktpd afbtar ceporting to the hospital
= & selectilen mechanism that also sesnsd to
have applied to the defendants in tha sscond

coutt came.

Tha Aiddelburg police station comsandar,
Cuptain Steankamp; aald that on tha J0th
af March teacges =as veed several timss
-q-mi groups of puplils 200 to 300 strong.
The final acktlon on that day was against
puplles who had spparently besn planning to
mareh inta the white suburbs with a banner
i..ﬂl.nq "TO HELL WITH AENT VORSTER STUWPIDY,
Twa gthar bannars confiscated by the policoe
dueing that day read: "TO0 HELL WITH RENT,
MARCH TO CLINIC wiw®, and "LOVE AWD PEACE
DEMDNSTRATION, AeAY WITH ACNT RACKETY,

The police captain claimed that police




wate atonad and that the puplls only Flmally
disperesd ak 18h30.

The next day was vary much the sans
and Invelved sbout 1 DOD people, gathated
at the clinic and the HAB offlces. ALl was
guist during the weskend,

Owar the weskend a mesting betwesn =
rosidants' delsgation and tha HAE was agread
upon. Tha mesting, attended by the police,

Janker qf HAB,; and Bentw ATTairs Cosmissioner
Viljosn; started at 09h30 on tha 3Ird April.

Palies claimad that aboukt 500 womsn and
1 b0 children had gathered at the clinic
whares the sssting was to be hald.

At 13h30 the woman who hed chalred the
moating reported te ths crowd {Mrs Lepsla).
Jonkar of HAE alsoc spoke to the crowd,

A group af about Z00 youths were then said ta
have broken sway Trom the crowd and started
throwing stomes and shooting at the police
with catapulta. The police captain polnted
groups of pupils sut to policesen armed with
12=bors shotgune. This was done after a strang
wind had made the tearges Lneffective and tha
children had poursd bucksts of water onto the

fve up to 200 m (1) whils policemsn had baen
hit thera had bsen no secious injuries.

During the trial it was claimed that one

paraon Iin civilian clothes slsa handled =
shotgun {an accused =ald that two people in
civilian clothing used shetguna). They were
sald to be detectives.

Maseks testified that he had bLaeasn
assaulted at tha charge office by a constabla
Dekker, The sames policeman hed slee shot him
during the protests.

A detective constable who had fllmed tha
suvants testified that the children gave the
"hlack powsr saluta' of a clenched ralsed

"rist.

in evidence, the gizl accused sald that
sha had made & brisf statement because sha
had been hit on her gunshot unuﬁd; by &
p-ulil::mn.. & young boy alao Eestified Ehat he
hed Basn basten up to make a statecsnt.

The sgcused were not represented until
sankencs on the 26th May, 1¥78. A lawyer than
appeared For them. All saven ware Tound
gullty:
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*Jafts Fabena (80), Wilten Dlsmini (42), and

Jabu  Angund ﬂiﬂ],

In this case Captain Steenkamp said that
tha catapults ware used from the sscond day
of tha protests, Torcing kthe police to fire
the tesrgas canfsters from rifles, rather
than throw tham; st the children.

Tha defence painted ocut that only peopls

*wounded with birdehof werm being charged. ALL
‘the sccused said that they had not been lnupl=

wad .

Fabana and Dlamini ware not aven townahip
radidents, but lived in a workers'" hostel and
wa@re,; therafore, nfot LAavolwed in the rents
issve [or Lf so, only Lindirectly).

Once more all the accused were Fownd
guilty by tha maglstrate and sentenced to
AS0D or 250 days in all thocem cames (half af
Fabena's sentence suspanded for 3 yearsy and
R150 ar 75 days suspended For fout yeacs in
mnguni's case).

On sppeal the two hostel residents wers
found not guilty, but sentence wes confirmed
in Anguni's casas,

hocused one (Massko)] = & montha (3 suspended

far 3 years)

This ‘carried en until 18h00 on tha Monday. ﬁu:“;‘::liﬁl'“'“'“"‘

Sixty-one cartridges of birdahot were used accusad thiem 6 cuts with m Light

bat 14h00 and 1BhO0, 200 to Z6O canms
samen ) * accused four santence suspended Tar

teargas ﬁ.ﬂllh!‘l._‘!l' thrown and fired. . 3 years
mocussd Flue "

Captain Et."*-.m sald that the rent mocused six 4 gute with a light
incresse was the only cause of tha protasts. cang )
The worst damage was the broken windows of e = ﬁu:‘;‘::liij'“'P'“"“
& Bua,; and o h'bli_l.dlﬂl- woEe domaged, &t the time of writing EE head niot besn able
Captaln Jtesnkamp sald that birdshot had

to find out what had happened durding the appeal
littls affect at & rangs beyond 100 &, but that

that had bean lodged.
the catapults used by the children (armed with

The second case once maTe involved
nuts, bolts, marbles and washers) were affect- charges of public violence, this tise agalnst

AT tha and of Junm, 1980, a Mhluzi community
counci]l was formed, and openad wikth tha pomp

&nd carsmchy that sesm to accempany auch
unimpertant

geanades,
accuaed two
sugnts. Tha AP for Mlddelburg,
fy Ligthalm, did the honours Ln the presence
of such other non=repressntative lsaders as
fteve Kgane, chairpscson of the Urban Councila
Assooiation of South Africea, Joseph Fahuhushi
of the Dispmsadow Councll, and Tom Boya of

tha Daveybion Coumncll,

John Hall; managing director of
Fiddelburg Stesl Alloys, handed over & shate
of A150 000 to pay for a A22E 000 community
cantre to "mayor' Phillip Whiapo.




Playing
Ball

"W5 FAR back ms 195&,...the policy of
sgpparates development expresssd tha
South African cuskom Lthat whites and
non=whites should orgenies their
sporting activities separately, that
theras should be no inter-racisl
compekition within our borders; and
that the mixing of races in teams
te beke part in competitions wikthin
the dAepublic amd abrosd should be
avoided."

dinister of Interior, 19&2.

"Hr maans of aporkt, a feaw diséanslon

is given to our policy of multi=-

nationelism and to the South African

sat wp, which since l65% has becoms

ip embryo what it has becoms todey."
Fiet Koormhof , 1378.

Independent "homelands' have smerged from
the bantust ans, sulti-nationalism fpom
separate development. S5ince 1974, when
the problems of internal resistance and
extarnal pressure presented themsslves
more acukely than ever before,. the
fundamenktsl policy shift towards multi-
natisnalism has besn 1qelinantnu with
imcreased zeal. The image currently being
created is of South Afpica's warlous
"matione’ co-existing peacefully in a
atate of mutusl imterdependence. Ethnie
army units have been created; Mima
BophuthaTawenas and Mise Transkels can
now nouen with Hiss 5outh Africe over
baing execluded from world beeuty
competitions. According to a statement
from tha Brosderbond executive in 1978,
‘interneational specking ties...have sarioys

implisations et thie critieal stage Ffor
our country, regerding internetional
affairs, nationml troede, military
relationahips end armaments snd strategie
industrial developmant' . {SuEE

Afr ik saners, p 250).

A multinational sports policy was
announced in September 197&6. Frevicualy’
strictly ssgregated, adalniatration and
gontrol of sporting ecbtivities were
dividad a0 that

“Non-white sssvciastions weare 1'..0
exigt and davelop alongside Lthe

corresponding white associations .

The latter msssocisktions could then

ezt 88 co-ordineting bodies bebtween

the sagsociations. et top level and
sarve a8 representatives in the

corpespond ing world bodiea™ .

{Ainister of Interior, 1961).

Although no specific laws to
ptnhlbil mixed sport were passed, the
Group Arees Act (1950), Separate
Amgnities Act [ 19%3) amd Liguor Ack
have Ffunctiomed to meintain a territorial
segregation, restrictions over the use
af Facilities, and & prohibition on soclal
mixing. These laws have not changed.
Fermits For metehes involving blacks and
whikes, or betwesn blacke in white areas,
must still be spplied for and grented,
while the refusal of City Councils to grant
thess permits embarrasse s BUpporiers of
the poliey of multi-neationalism.

FParallel with the moves Lowaros
entrenching sporte aparthe id ,and the
dominance of white orgenisetions over’
blask in imternationsl competitien,
orgenisetions have smerged to resist
tham. Their atreategy has operated on two
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lavels: intarnelly they hsve called For
the abolition of apartheid in saport,
while externally thay have celled for a
war ld gports boyeott againat
unrepresentative teams. Thalr success
(atrengthened brllnti—lpll‘thﬂlid )
opgenisst ions owerseas) is ahown by the
Fect that by 1972 South AFrlesa hed basn
sxpelled from the Intermationael Olympic
Committee wmnd suspended From interrational
football, table kennis; weightlifting,
swimning, cyclinmg, gymm stics and other
sports.

inis has not only inhibited the
development of South Africa's sporting
potential, but hes alac been constant
evidance of massive world-wide
resistance to apartheid.

Lt —

—
Lesdars of thess resistance

prganisations hawve been haras ssd, and

the bodies themaelves crushed.. i
South African Gports Associstion

(5454) emerged in Ehe late 1950a. By 1964

it had been destroyed, and the South

African Non-Racisl Committes (SANROC)

was formed to conkinua the struggle For

internationa 1| i'solatiom, until spoct

becase non-raciml. Its leaders Loo were
banned and exiled. South African Council
of Sport (SACO0S), which has been in
existeance ®singe 1973, is the present body
prganising resistance to sports apartheid.
Regognised by the Suprems Council for
Sport im Afpies, the OAU. and the major
world sporting bodies, it rejecte multi=
natiom lism in sport on the grounds that
theres can &2 "no normal sport in an
abnormal society'. It regards tha




preaant concessions of |11urinq teams

of different "races' to compete and even
play in the Bame tewams s an attempt from
government and of Ficisl organisetions

Lo th.in international scceptaence end
ceviwe South African sport.

An sx-cricketer Owen Willisms said in
197¥, "Only now that they (South African
sportemen) have been ousted from world
sport, do they, im the hope of again baing
acceapkted, turn ko the non-whikes and say -
alright, w'1l give you » chance.’

The basls of multinationalism in
sport is that white, coloured, africen and
indign sporting bodies can unite to form
unbrelles bodies while reteining their
ssparate identities &8 o luba.

Thess ¢lubs have besn left with the
choice of agresing to this policy and
Jeining eficimlly
re jecting it outright and Foarfeiting
opportunities to compate wikth good
facilities and strong Financial support.
SACOS-affiliested bodies recognised by
world arganisations such as the South
African Table Tennis Board and South
Africen Uarts Board of Control) have
chosen not to compete intermationally

_in solidarity with thoss bodies who
don't manjoy this recognition. The SACOS

atance cejects the tranaforeed tribalism

of multire tionalism, and calls For non-
racinlion at all llui;l. it calls for
mized sport at club end school lewvel,

total inktegratiom of Ffacilities, Eraining
and comching, scrapping of diseriminatory
laws and the right to play snywhere without
!h-uing to apply for @ permit. What they

LS

backed leagues, or

are demanding, in short, is & radieal
alteration of the status guao. The

"Mationalist Party government is fully asware

of the poosible implicaltions of spart

:'-ianq'. Uespite proud reports from

the dlnister of Sport listing 2 615 multi-
netional sporting evenks in 197,

Ketionelist AF AJ Viok sasured parllement
in Aay 1979 that 'far less than 1 percent

“of the totel sport mctivities in Soukh

Africe are integrated'. Furthermore
the Minmister of Sport said in the same
nonth that mixed aperting events are
BLAl]l very fafe axceptlons which "must be
dealt with in such a way that they do not,
in Fact, become the rule."'

Persission muat still be granmted
for mized sport to be played on & school
level and it has been left ko individual
clubs and leagues to decide whether or

not thay want to "open their doors' or

nalk.

The sudden "opening of doora' by the
Mational Professional Soccer Leagua (NPSL )
in late 1977 wad wiewed with swopicion
by the rival nen-raclal Federation
Prafessional Soocer League (FFL], which
sns SALCUS-affilisted. fhe reason for
this is the inconsistencyof the sports
sdministrators. A8 one George "Kid Action'
Thabe, presidenl of Lthe South AFrican
Aativnal Football Association (SANFA),
parent body of the MESL  and Lhe
umbrelles Football Council of South
Africa (FCSA) as well as being a
Vaal Triangle Community Council
politician, onee said, "We don't intend Lo
integrate NFSL. It will be & body

paye &7

adainistered by blacks and will always
readin open Lo bleck teams only'.

{Fest Ta.12.23}. Ar Thabe hes been
invalved &8 & soccer administrator since
the latter deays of the Johannesburg Hantu
Footbal]l Associmtion (JBFA) and Ethe
South African games L[early 19708), whara
the "white nation®, "alfrlecan mation'
*findlan nation®, and "coloured nation®
played ageinst sach other Ffor the sulti-
mational cup. This was the crude origin
of the mized/normal sport we have today
im the NPEL .

W'ﬂlm“m;

The introduction of "miwed soccer
by Lhose administrators was not & sincere
desire for non-racism. Foremost in their
minds #&8 the snormous finencial rewvard
that could be had.




Ihg second motivation has been inter-=
nalional recoynitation and contack.
Expelled from the wurld soccer body in
P4, it is in the interests of both Ehe
gowvernment &nd saports administrators to
break South Africe's sportimg isolation
and the embufge on aperbing
tours to anu fFrom Soulth Africa. Socoer
multi-netionaliss hes produced results
in this regargd = the Jegeps Comwission
of Britain toured the country last
year on & Fact=findiny miseion:t Lhey
Mound thaﬁ goccar and erickel Ware
"totally multi-racial® and should be
pccepted bmekw imko the intermnational

bodies. [habe himgall has daid

"hg must be posiktive in owr owklook.
Ho counkry in the world meeis all
FIFA's requirsments. We seel most of

thes. We must polish our image and
pressnkt it with pride and dignity.

Pachapa then Europe will make up its

minag im our Favour."

ihe third is the access Lo whibte

spucting facklities and crowds given Lo
both olack teams and sponsora. Jne of

the SACOS eritbicisas ajainst the NPSL

is that, whan accepting white teams into
tne league, it made no atbempt Lo
inteyrate the amateur wings of the clubm.
The fineneial rewvards of the game are
clearly the most importent consideratiocna
in the puarsulit of "mixed" soccer by thae
NPS5L . Kaeiser Aotaung, Founder af

Ilwisa Chiefs, has Baid himselFf that
"vproafessional soccer ie & business"'. Given
this, one can only look ak the commiitess
that run the leagues as boards of
directors. BANFA, under president Thabwe,
has & moncpoly over uae of grounds in

african tpwnships thanka to the cordial
relationship he enjoys wikh local community
counclle. Hecause of this monopoly, no
genuine opposition can emerge to the
sbsolubke control exearcised by Lhe SANF A
and NF5L directors by the FPL or any
progeessive sportsmen. For exsaple, a
Sowsto-based FPL Leam, Botofayo, became
a victim of this monopoly. They have
been fForced ELo uweé Lhe Leéeneslis sbtadium
about L% ka avay, &8 their home ground.

Historically, it is through
controlling access Lo facilities that the
authorities have stralght-jecketted
soeeer to fit its requireaents. The JBFA,
from which the NPSL emefged, wad one ol
the first organieed leagues for africans.
Formed in the late 1%20s, the Johannesburg
Munbieipelity provided itk with grounds.
Even then;, a rival league, bthe Johannesburg
African Foeotball Asscciation (which
became multi-racisl in the mid-19408) was
forced to disbend because it cowld Aol
gat Fields.

Today, when the correct ewposure is
neaded to booat both the game and Lhe
caffers of the business, a seb-beck Llike
the recent Caledonian ome 13 @NOIMOUE.
The refuaal of the Pretoria Cikty Council
to let Arcadia Fepsi use the Qrounds
pecause of the racist clawse L, is a slur

on the law-abiding and conservative NPSL.
They, in line wikh government policy,

apply For parmita Far their geses,

unlike SACOS-affilistes, who refuse Lo

play if a permit is nesded. The

agffensive clauam 1, centre of the preseant

storm, reads as fFollowar

L . e lekiad premless aball be seel by the Lessess Sew the
Purposs of pleying footsall tharem arvasgisg ssd msisiiieg Gamis)l
i and wetebes thersen, snd desblisg the public e vimle i
'-L-lpﬁﬂdlﬂ!vﬂhﬂnrhrlnihpnﬁilinlil'--,
pﬂuﬁi.ﬂﬂ-l-ﬂﬂu-nngl-u--‘.dﬂilﬂlﬂlﬂli
i beld on Hhe preesils without the prilor consemt in ariting of e
““H—“F—__-Hm—h
wiilah e 0. TS Bee-Sercpsss flivers perticipets shall be hald o e
h-ul;-u-!-hhqt1‘.pﬂ-:l-w-:IlIﬂti|il1i|l.‘in
which consest phill moi be gives maless iE ks b estbewiepl by e '
l-uu-p--unmuu:-qumgxwlu-:nd|—-itnih-dq
N oms. 17 o TS, . ] -

This incident is reminiscent of the Raend
Stedium incident last year, when the
Johannesburg City Council (JCC) refused
& parmit to the BF Final mateh balwean
Horoks Swallows and Urlando Pirates.
Then too, tha resction wea the same a8 nowi
"doycatt the Rend Stedium'; "Declare war
on Caladomian". Then to@, like mow;
Ihebw supported the militenkt protest
whilut he had secret talks with the JCC.
Why did the boycott not get off the
ground? Why the secret telks?

Firsktly, &F the community boycotted
the Hand Stadium it would have mesnt & loss
of petwsen AZd 000 and RI¥ OO0 in
sdvertising revenus & 98me for tha NPSL.
secandly, the wvast income drawn from
matches played st the Aend Stadium (mecca
of South African soccer) is too great ke
lose, as is the occasional TV ceverage.
The geas was moved to Orlande Stadium,
Soweto, which has mo etend For TW
oQuipment .

The monay stakes of thes gams &3 B
wholes sre enormous. Witk the lacgest
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sports markel in the counkry (soccer i operation), and the sarly mining days the pasl Lwo years esphasises the control

the sport supparted by the majority of when liquor was used to occupy workers "Kid Action® and his cliqgue heve ocver
the population) gete takings i

amlone are astronomical. Current prices

are RLl,3%0 for adults par game, and 50c

for children. Coupled with this are the
revenuss recelived by the clubs themaelwves.
Iwisa Chiefe, which is so popular that it
is "playing at home ewven when it is playing
avay', recelivesRl, 00 annually From all

its mombere, runs & burisl schems® that
mests its members halfway' and costs

R1Z te join, snd hes a large range of of sponsors is emphasised by the
i Chisfs souvenirs - clocks, badges, rings, president of the FFL who said, on receivin
clothing and others. a A30 000 sponscreahip from Listillers
Secondly thers are the big money Litd."Unlike the 5Ad our present sponsors
sponsors end advertissrs who support the are nok dictetiny ko us how snd whom to
game. Meny of the sponsors invesl in teams play with'. The FFL Ls neverthelsas
{iwiss Chiefs, Dion Highlands) ss well am ngaring baskruptey .

on the weekends, liquof hes contrbbubted . the sport. Soms of soccer's most able
to s certain disintegration in black adainistrators have been removed, and
communities.

Finsncial difficulties have caused
great problems For the FPL. In 1977 they
started the season with no aponsarship,
and im July 1980 Cape Town Spurs were
forced to withdraw from the league bDecauvae
they could not afford airfares. The power

the leagues and competitions themselves. "7 Because of the big money at stake,
.Eﬂﬁnlﬂrlhlp af Lthe 1778 seaadson aE back stepblinyg, corruption; wviolence and
RlBé 000, of which the largest slice wos sven death nawve becoms occupstionml

given by South Africen Breweries (SAB). hnazards ta NFSL sdministrators. Among

The breakdown For the various conpetiblions them, Hodise, Sekgebi and Jack 5ello "\, khm%
wae a8 Follows: j .?

have beén shot at. Sello cleime hired

I e

killers were sent Lo atop him sttending
an NPSL mesting. He sdded that the shooting]

had nothing te do with him eing & mﬂ:;h-fﬂrmmﬂ
ol e b

w B i Do s ol

policeman (CID et John Vorster Square). -:',m:‘mmr,,m___m T T R T I

The deaths of Mposula (Pirstes® boss), by eyt I g St ovc] M L D 18 b

. ATl sasratuully, T FRE i ] L

Yene (Chiefs' director) and Bahlekezi J WT'"IE“MMH-MM
J elirged vher vk Adricae v L jwilid o e, e e om0l pues

(former Pirates comsch) were directly linked OB el P I i, T s A S okt il B

- ) L P s et
‘The gensibus sponsorship from the to NPS5L sffairs. Neme was killed while dsffpenbiiannn b Ryt

SAB has guestionaple =fFect® given the recrubbing Melson "Tesnage' Dladis Ea et pothr W bR Siush M Binley Lol

oppressive role liguar has played in Join Iwisa Chiefs.
South Africe's history. Since the days
of the wWestern Cape's '"tot system' when The eonatant purges, unconstdtutional
liquor was & Form of payment (etill in elections and juggling of personnel during

Coatls Laagus RT5 000
Hainstey Lesgue H&l 00D
Bf Top 32

Challengs Cup R&0 000
Smles Houae

Champs R1D QOO
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replaced by people in unconstitutional
elections. Clubs, afraid of lodging
objections in an "stmosphere imbusd with
violence' risk suspendion if they woliew
oppositien Lo Thabe's regims.
Hisappropriation of Funds has besn
cife. On his dismissal, NFEL FPRO Tso
Hodise had to return & car - & BMW valued
pt RLS 00U~ leased From & company ak R33D
- a month For him. A commlaion of enquiry set
up an 1979 sxzposed large loans msde te
clubs and discreapéncies owver |li|J_|'|Il Lakén
at the gates and smounis Finaelly benked,

The neturs of the way _':-i'lrl sport is
‘skructured and run is reflecked LIn how
it is played. Clubs themaslves are
undisciplined, while the players are under
pressure of masdive money stakes they will
fignt to keep. Crowds koo are
yndiseiplined, wnile the recial division
of teams adda to the fenstlcism expressed
by #occer crowds cthe world ower. Some of

the most sxtreme crowd violemce occcured
when racially segregagited tesms were

‘pitted against each other.

Meverthsless; the Secretary of Sport
assures ug in his report that no problems
exisks

REPORT
of the
Secretary lor Sport and Recreation
for the Calendar Year 1978

The Hlumourable the Minlser of Spon snd Recreniion:

1 bavww vhe histesur ti sabamil & repoe o8 vhe setivitle
ol the Déparimeni of Sporl and Recreaison.

B. K, d= W. HOEK
Sevretary for Spovi amd Recreaiion
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Bave el bewsl to 3 dechne in participation in South
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srcud Khe Momibdss virong internally in the field of aport,
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The next two articies are case studies
af bus boycokts in the esarly and aid
19708. The First desls with the 1975
boycobt in the Newcastls townships of
H¥dedeni and Usizwenl, while the secund
covers an sarlier boycott of buses (1971)
in thg Apumalangs - Homsmarsdele ares.

while neither of these studies are
directly contempurary, Lhey both deal with
importent presenk-day issues. Noth ahow
clearly that transport is an issue of
crucisl concerm to the working class,
sspacially when the areas whers vorkers
live are situsted some distance from Lthe
workplace (es is ususlly the case in
South Afciea). Althouygh the guestion of
transport is mob directly related to the
factory Floor { Ehe "point of pl‘ﬂlll.ll!lim"!.
it mey nevertheless be & working class
issue around which orgenisakion and saction
can ogeur. This is nobt to say that all
tranasport issuss have a working class
conkent: For exampla, & strugple by Lown-=
ghip texi drivers for the legalisaiion of
"pirate texis' is sn issue For the pebtby
.thHlDilil te fight, not the working
clags. What the case studies show is that
transport struggle aay, uvnder certaln
circumatances, have a working clasa
content; although it is not direckly =
factory Floor issue.

In the Hadadeni - Osizweni bus

boyecott of L1975, a elear conflict of
intereats smerged between the working
class snd the Kvelulu sdainistration,
¢hich had parlisl ownership of the bus
company attempting to ralee Fares. It is
interssting to nokte how this confliclk’
between Lhe workers of dedsdeni and
Osizweni, and the participents in the
bantusten scheas, wvas clearly shown up
in tr_nn realatance to imcressed fares.
Thess svenls foreshaduwed recent events
ia Netel, whers buth Inkathe and the
Kvadiuluy sdeinistration ssem bo hawe
atteapteu Lo :nnt_rnl_nnd Supprens

pupu lar strugsgle and aebion. T

ihe Hpusulangs = ilamnarsdale study
is reproduced from o document fesued during

'1':-"?1 by the Wenes Commission of Durban

University. Ihe wages commissions amerged
o the NUSAS-affilisted cempuses during
tive marly 19708, and played a particularly
progressive rule in resserch, publications
and to some extent mctusl worker -
organisation. They ware one of the factors
leaginyg Lo the Formation of Endepeandent
trade union oryenisetions in Makal, the
Western Cape and the Transveal. Attacked
by tiwe state Ehroughout their existence,
looaing lesdership through bennings,

and yraduslly chanying their original
functions a8 the indespendent Erade wnien
movement gained strength, they hed either
ceased Eo Function on most of the NUSAS
campuses by mid 1976, or else defined for
themsalves & more limited role.

Madadeni-
031zwen1

FADADENI and O5IZWENLg

THE Madadenl townahip outeidae the noctharn
Natal town of Newcastls; & ceglonsl mining
wnd, induatrial centre,; L& located about

12 km from the Fectories and construction
companies its residents serve. The townahip
was sstablished in the mrly 1980s, precedlng
the stabes's thrust towards "wrbanisation af
the homslands® that took place from the sarly
19708 ocrsarde.

The workers From Fadadeni and the nearby
Ositweni (established at the sams tims)
provide labour for thae snormous Amcor and
Ipcor stemiworks, and for ths sany’ralated
industries that have sprung up in this
complex in narthearn datal.

Studiss of urbanisatlon im Sowth Africa
have pointed to the 'u't-inrﬁhl. raasona’ for
l.l'.['hlﬂl dovelopaent In the bantustans,

-

_'raflectsd in the lgcstion and funckional

gomppaition of most of these towns' = "thay
are little more than sconomic appendlices to

ar dormlitory towns for white urben arses.

If tha bordacs of Lndepandesnk homelands should
mver be closed to comsutsr trafflc, thesw
towns would inevitably dia'.

CO¥aUTERS

THAMNSPORT ssmcvices of comwubters From ths
bantustans to the centres of Lndustry and
connsEce altusted outaide the Bantustan




roglohs has grown esnormounly.

Increase In yEben population of bantustams:

19603 33 488
1970: S84 420
1975 984 IT

It can be taken that thess Figutea refer to
the population within '"formal' settlemants
and not to the Lnhablitants &Ff auch places as
dinterveld and Malukazi = results of the sasm
pEGERERBS .

Egmmuters  From bantustans to Lndustrlal areas: l

1970y 290 000

1978 &ET DOO

1976: 638 100 !'.51‘ parcent of whom weare livimg
F Hln‘l.u:lul-

From 1970 ko 1978 thare wes an inoresse
of 36,8 parcent in ths nuabar of houses in

Kumfulw, As BENSD cynically stated:

A distsnce of 70 km and & travalling
time of 90 wminutes is conaidered the
maximum acceptables te commutate.
decause of this a large asckbion of
kwalulu is idemlly situeated for commu=
ters. feny cosmuters 1ive in Umlazl
{near Ourban) and in Delzwenl and
Asdadenl (near Yewcastle).

In 1974, tha setimated nusber of
commuters in Kwafulu was 180 D00, but
this is a commervative Flgure ...

Buses are the moat popular mode of
transpolt sss

BENSO"y coneervative Flgures:

THE BOYCOTT:

0N Konday, 29th Septesbes, 1975, the fares
charged by tha Teans Tugela Tranaport (TTT)
bus company want up 5S¢ aingle and 10c Teturn
on & fare af 28o and S50z previously uh.tg.i;i
for tha journeys = the increases would, of
couraa, have affected differceant routss inm
dirrfacent |||'|'|Il.= The ifrccssses maent that
Fares had risen by nearly 400 parcent in two
ysars on the routes beteeen Madadenl and
Oplrusnl; and Newcastle.

Thae TTT was sat up by the than Bantu
Investmsnt Corporation (BIC) and was the only
bus company operating batwsen the townships
and Mewcastle, with some 170 buses.

The police prepared the way for tha use
of tha term Justifying pollice sctien =
*agitators'/"Lintimidstors’ - whan Captain
G5 Heunis (police station conmander) ssid
that

If there is golmg to be tcoubls, then
it is golmg to be people preventling
pasple golng by bus.

This was sald on tha Saturday before tha
boyoott started and Gefora the ilncTeasas
cama intoa cperatlion.

He alsa Farmulated the grisvances of
the townshlp cealdents for them; clearly

19 1870 1971 1972
madadani as
15848 FELLF 3TN

1483 28331 2T7 29497

Dther .T.H.B.I.
1974 | 4 GBS 20
C45T8 17 100 A 00 25 TO0

1574 2E88 3284 1946 .

Oelzwend 18798 = 2NTE 2ETIE

Eatimated nusbar of commutsrs (Madadeni-Osizweni to Newcastla)s

1973 1974 - 1975
4840 4848 50612
41562 S9I4 EZ0Y9

Hausing wnits
Populaklon

3306 J469 514

Housing units
25747 32341 33704
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axcluding some demands:

The wrkers are not boycobtlng wark,

This is not & proteost sbouve their wages.
They are dissatisfied abouk the incressas
in tha bus Faces.

But, a8 we have discussed before; the Ilssuss
are; of coursm, not to be ssparated = and nor
hewa they besn in the workers'! demands, both
satlier and aince 1975,

Aore tham 10 000 workers tefused to bpard
buses. MAocoording to newspaper reports this
gngured & virtus]l complote Boycokb, but thass
figures are obviously Far too low iF compared
to thes admittedly consarvative figures
givan by BENSD and guoted sbove, Suk then
nasspapars have thelr own resasons For tondimg
down ovents.

Or Frank T Mdlaloss (st the time chalr=
patach of the Madadenl Town Council) asked
the walking workers to be calm,

An inoident was reported of boyoottera
trylng to satop people buying Bus coupona.

A call was made on the company to
justify the incremses.

Latear reporka wecs recelved of twe buses
belng stonsd; as well as & police wvan and &
eaf. On Mondey night (75.09.30) a publis
maating vas called and TTT announced tha
limited concasalas a6F & Léd-wadk postpona=
mont of Fare incressss. Howswer, this wes
not accepted by resldents who saild that bum
facres ware "too high anyway'.

Boyeottars stormsd the bus coupan offlce;
weacked o neathy beschall and flattened bus
gheltars.

fn Tusstday Madedenl workers stonad
buses carrying pecple from Osizwsni (the
furthar of the two townshipa) and at the
Vaka clothling factery preventsd women who had




ocaught buses From sntering the fectory pre=
nlaes.

Meetinges were belng held betwesn BIC
officials, TTT bus company Tepresentatives,
Taca® (& wary large amplayer in Hewcastle,

apparently with 1te own bus secvice) and the
FAasdedani Town Council.
Palice reinforcements wece called Ln,

Durimng that First week of Dotobar, 1976,
tha firet woak of the boyoott, one man wes
reparbed killed ['lpplrlntlr beatan “to
deakth by ths cloters"], police Fired shats
and at least two people wers treated TFor
bullet wounds. The boycott slaso exbanded ko
industry ;nﬂ at tha Defy factory a 30 paccent
sbsenoce was reported, and Bester Homes came to
a standakill. The sstond, and last, BIC
beerhall, the only "recteation' offered in
the townshlp, was destroyed (these institu-
tipne; se sssential to the Ffinancing of
townghipe For africans, also beacama "targets’
in 1976},

Foere thanm 180 TTT buses wate wlthdrawn
frem use after 17 had been stoned. The boyeoott
exteanded to taxils as well at this stage.

Aost commentators during this Ficst wenk,
apack From the police, relatsd the boycotts
tg the scongnlé posltion of the african
wopkling class. For sxample, Ray Altman,

Ehan ganeral secfabafy of Lha NMatiomal Union
of Commerelal and Allied Workers, said that

Bus flrlll seey NBE aluays baen a flash
paint with low-palid workers bSecavas most
of them were unable to pay the highae
fares withowt imposing fucther asclous
hardahips amn thelr Femiliss. Clesarly
Black warketas couwld nok afford the svar=
increasing coats of transport.

in the 2nd October, 1575, Dr Frank
Adlalosm, Madadeni "mayor® at the tima and

at présant HeaZulu Legislative Assembly (KLA)
mambar for the area and "ainister af Lthe
intarloc” FPor Kwalulu, sald that tha palice
had handled the boycett ilssve Yextcemely
wall. I think thay are showing a lot of
rastzaint?, He cantinugd that

Irresponsiblea elements = youngstars
batuesn 16 and 20 = had used tha dispute
over increassd bus Fares’ "as &n SxCuse
for anatchy® (Dally News, 75.10.02].

The mayer was ilnvolved in negotiations
satuaerr the town. boatds amd the BIC over tha
Ffare lncieasas.

More than Faur yaars later FAdlalosws
ravaalad ta tha KLA that he and Chisf Getsha
Buthelezl had bean threatened with 'slimination
over thelr handling of Lthe Hewcastles bus bay-—
cokt, Mdlaloss sald thet this threat had
boen made to him in & Aanzind bar in 1975 by
Albert Dhlomo, sald to be &an ANC member.
Chief Buthelezi, dn tha sase ocbcasion, sald
that

the eommon talk in the VYeyheld area,
whare two bleck men had been arcested
and sultcases of amsmunition, guns amd
bombe confiscated was that he should

be eliminated (Natal Mercury, BO,c85,.31).

A specific field fer investigation
would ba the contradictory pntltlnn that tha
KLA and Inkatha leaders find themsalves in
becauses af tha Finamssial atoks that the
bantustan sutharities have Ln #uch yentures
as bus transpert; and productive amd disEsi-—
butive entarprises. This mokas their intend-
ed control funetisn within South Africs
extromely clear, Shile Buthslezi may (with
limited justification) claism thet tha HLA
and Inkaktha ace ocperating outeide the
governnent's "homeland® policsy, they are not

opefatifng outeslde af the Saukth ATecican

page

social Formation ('society’)s This places
carkain structural constrfainks and demands

on the Individuals and the Inkaktha movemmnt,
cpnatraints that they ares themselves not
always fully awars of = leading te comtradict-
oIy statamants and axplanantions af avents

and actions. !LE will be returning to theae
issuas in tha FUEGII.

Tha first wesk of the boyoott ended with
theee police injured, burning of bulldinge,
stoning of buses, and an axtensive stay—sway
feom work. Police continusd Pultinn out the
"inziters”® angle and ware #ald to be Lhnvestl-
gating reports of "transveal-ceglatered
yphlclea® in the Newcastls arma.

Walter Khanye, Ewafulu Counciller far
Community Affaire, sald that the ELA waes
concernad and would Lnvestigats grisvances,.

Ha appealad to cesidents to llgten to the
advice pf'uuizulu goveernment officiels and

nefbers of the Madadeni Coumsil.

il PMayktham, Bantu Affairs Commissioner
far Madadeni, announced that Inkeths would
distribute pasphlets issusd by Khanye.

Tha Madadenl Town Cowioll wanted  the
TTT toa "pack and ga' and PUTCO and the SAR
ko kake ocver transport sscvices.

dhite Newcastle realdsnts responded by
buying firoarms.

The Hotal Meroury atepped sutside tha
expected reporting of such Lncidents in ona
article in which the recorter exanined socsial
and geanomic conditions in the Asdadeni and
Osizwani townships {75.10.04)r It was pointed
out that bus Face increases wate not the only
problems [Iscor werkers live in compounds and
ware not affected by bus Fate incceasms and

yet the most serious oukbreaks of violence
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had cccured here). Weges featured prominent-

1y amgng the grisvancas [RTZ to A124 per month

wacs reportad); tha distances Lhvolved from

Madadeni snd Osizweni (about 12 end 23 ke

rasepctively )y quality of housing (faor

sxanple na hot waber, dull unifocmity,

gvercrwoding, rental of R4,30 a month)y in

Aadadenl jkwo, and Osizwenl cne bearhall

{all destroyed] had besn tha total community

'recreational’ Facilities offered [For & Etotal

sstimated population of 130 00D - conslder=

ably higher than the BENSO Figures above).
The township eewncile, "represanting"

the resldents ware appolnted by tha Department

of Bantu AfFfairs [Radedeni chalrpersan, Frank

Mdalaloss, is n.-ntiﬂ-d as a "modecata’ by

the consetvative Hatal Mergupy newspaper).
The ceporter concludes:

Ths dangar of the situation remalins
that Lt must inevitably create radical
loadets, & class of uhom alresdy sesm
to ba smecglng from the ranks of tami
dwfiara,

At this stage I will let this Interssting
romathk pass without comment.

Tuar tha weakend of the Sth Detober
Dr Mdlaloss denigd that his township counci]
had called Tor tha bus service to be taken
ouaf By PUTCO = & denial that is not swrpri=
sing in the light of the connection betwemn
BIC and the bantustan autharities.

Howsves, a mesting was sonvensd by tha
Aedadeni Tewn Council which "ealled for
immmdiate negetlation. For the Lntreductlion
af PUTCOD buses Lf the BIC—sponscred TEans-
Twgela Transpert Company withdraws Lts
ascvices as has been thoeatsned. An
anthusiastically=supported motion said tha
TTTC must go' (Ddlck Usher writing in the

Sunday Tribume, 75.10.05]).

On Aonday, Gth Ockobet, the boyoobtt had
schioved total suzcess with ne workers
boarding tha buses that wers running.

Camouf lage=0lad police and Hatal Frovimcial
Administartion traffic officlals wars atopping
almosk all taxia anmd private wahiclas

invalued Ln transparting workers; and
chaeging them for minor defects with their
ughicles, in an obwious sttempk bo Forcae
people to walk or to catch Duses.

e Dlamini; chairperson of the Madadeni.
Taxl Assoolation {MTA) called on the palicwe
to rather be lenlent duclng this perlod.

Folice confirmed that 2 people had besn
killed [ene stabbed and one shat = whather
by the police wes not mede clesr) and 40
acceated ducing tha first wesk of tha
baycott.

Or Wdialpee and Dr Simon Maseko, chalr-
parson of the Inkatha committes at Oslzwsni,
daplored the "wiolents and vandalism' that
followed tha "spontaneous protest'; and
or Meseko conflrmed that a wigllanmka q:nun
{nu-hlz_il'lg_ 150) had besn formed in Owizwend
with the knowledgm of Ehe police = Tta preavent

fucthear vendallsm which to date 1s sstimabted
to have caused R100 ODD damage® {Natal

FlaTeury, T5.1U.DE}. The protection of private
proparty has remained of centrol concern to
the Inkatha movement ower the past & years;

up to Sataha Suthelexi®s ‘sheot te kill®

call to protest bulldings, and the Inkatha
movamant's suggeation thet "impis' be formed

to protect schools and maintain *law and

ofdar' (cf Star, 80.06.02; Post BO.DE,.03).
gy Thursday {9th October) the campalgn
agalinst non=bus transport had been stepped
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ups The poalice denisd that they were invelved
= "Bur job is not to beeak up boyootts or
strikes (gla), but to kesp the peace”, ssid

fia Jor=Genaral CP Pratorivs, Divisional
Commisalones of Polles for the Hatsl Inland
Dlvislon.

Teanspart Dlpllﬂ-llrll- offliclals ware
enfercing “a law that prevents any parson
carrylng passengers for any ceason on & Coute
that has an authorised scheduled ssrvica’
(Daily Naws, TEJU.U'J}..

. Thirty=aight people had bemn charged with
public wislance.
The press wers excluded from & mectlng of
representatives of industry, commgroe and
the Newoasktle Town Couwncil, held on the
9th, Howsver, a ptess atatamant was celessed
that svening, statimg
= that the bus boycott was not a reflesctiom on
wages pald {"Bamtu liaisom comaittass' had
nade this claari);

= that Lntimidation uas "to a largo extank"
rasmnnaible For the boyeotij

= that a five—momber lioison committes had
peen formed from the repressntatives at
the mepting "to identify the real problem
and to asslst Ln the resclutism Lhateaf".

The test of Lthe stabtement deslt with esages and

benafits sald to be pald by individueal concecns.

Cameral Frotoariwss now sald that tha
roadblocks had been ocdered by Major 35
Joubert st Mewcastls to check on "overlosded
vahioles" = "Tha check wan nEcARRAry to

prevant a serious traffic hazard developing
gpapecially Ln view of tha fact that thoussnds

of pedestriens were also walng the roads’
(Gatal Witness, 7%,10,10).

The governmant announced that 1t would




not reduce Tares because the TTT was
sustaining heavy losses, and the governmant
fares subaidy wes salready 66 poroent {(Natal
Fercury, 75,70,10). It was also sald that the
TTT would only be transferred to a HKeamZulu
*holding company' {which had been Formed for
the purposa) in April,; 1976.

Dr Mdlalasa Mad ko reackt Eo critloiaem
from an ueexpected ares when the Inkatha
moveament was blamed by an Afpikaans=language
navspaper with hauing atacted the boycotbs:

"This is abgurd nonsense ... Inkatha
is committed sgainst vielence and loves
peAace; hamanism and good orderliness ses

LN

'Can they not reslise that this was
ot ofganised? It was a spontensous
upsurge by pecple who have besn suffer=
ing desp grisvances®.

Or FMdlalose sald that Inkathe had
been caught by surprise by tha beycotts
and then tried to sstablish order. 'We
trisd to pull tha people together %o
get them awsy from thie anarchy' {Ulllf
Hews, 75,710,710}«

It rained during this second wesk but
boyeotters walkad thraugh the wet and fmud
while empty buses passed tham,

Dick Ushar rteported {Sunday Tribuna,

T5.10.12) on an inktorview with J Origaaen,
Secraktary Fof Transpoci, "who admitted that
the sctlons taken against Eawis and private
vehicles this wesd wers pact of & campalgn to
break tha boycokt'.,

"It is illegal, I have my duty te de
and I am nat golng ta Lleat pacpls bBraask
the lew just as they Like...
A bue boycobt s illegal and I
cannot let anyona coms in and have a
boyoott awvary tima thera is an incteoase
in tapiffs - what would happen ta the
sCOnoEy T =
LY
"The Government is paying R10 milliom
a year Tor Bantu Eransport, and that will

increase ta R15 millieom mext yaatr'.
Grisssan denied tha report that sama
night, saying: "That's nonsense. A boyooki

can't ba illegal. What I said wes Ehat Whites
whe were FTetching thelr staff from FAedadend

and Dsizweni were beeaking the law, by nok
hawing transport licences®.

The start of the thirdwsek (Faonday,
13th Getober] saw the boycott continuing,

- but thars wara regorted to be soma Full bBuses

froaw the more distant Oaizweni township,

Griessen sald that employers who wuaee
transpotrting their snployess wers "not acking
in the public inkterest", as they would '"gat
intg the habit of transporting thelr staFr',
Employers suffercing under staff shortages
wWate lncroasingly clashing with Department
af Tranesport officials owaer tha Lransport of
Workere.

Falice were withdrawing reinforcemants
Tram fadadeni sarly in tha third u._.l-: of the
baycoti.

dadnasday, 15th October, ‘ssw an offar
af an 18¢ Tare; but- fer a shortened route
ifrom the outskirts of ihi township to &
poink close to the dewcastls rallway stabisn).
This offer was turned down sfter the township
reaidents had debated tha issus. Or Adlsloss
was cooorted to have turn.ﬁ dawn & director=
ship on tha board of tha Hui:ulu halding
company [ Formed to take over the TTT).

+ Genator JL Moell repeated an sarlisr

call for & rall limk to be eotablishad
betwean the townships and Hewcastle, and
gald that he hed warned the Senats of uncaat
related to transport on May 15th; 1575,
Sanator Moll said that while TTT had bmen
losing monay, an indian bus pwner eperating
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gh the samae route was making a profFit.

This was conflemed by FS Desmi, ounaer
of threm buses who said that he was teking
A150 = R200 a days Oesal said that "Tha
trouble with TTT is sisnsnagement. Thay
hava Ao control over tha buses'.

Jenatar Moll said that reported waibs
for buses From DGRDD and arrival Poma &t
20RO "must influsncs thelr [the commubers)
productivity” [(Matal Fercurys T5.10.15).

On tha 15th Udctober the Kuaivlu "saBingt?
issued & statemant saying that lack of conawl=

tation had "coeated & bGacklash amaong Black
commukars’, and that the "wnrest was causing
conaiderable concecn to the HeaZulw Govern=
acnt! (Uaily Wews, 75,10,16)}, The "cabinet®
was to mask the Madadenl Town Cowncil Eao
attampt to breas Lthe deadlock.

Hokt wmuch sesngd to have come of this
maating as the boycott was still in affast
on the 25th October., A few days ;;:11'} tha
formation of a holding company wes announced
in which the BIC and the KeaZulu govecnment
would take over the TTT on a 50=50 basils
[as wall as other transpotk companies ocperaw
ted by the BIC &En Kuafulu). This step was
anngunced aftear a meeting of people Lneluding
the deputy Alnister of 3antu Administration,
Funt Janson, the Keafulwu ‘ecabinet®, delegetione
from Hadadeni and Osizwenil, B8IC managing
dirsctor Or J Adendorff, and top TTT afficials.

Butheleri said: "&e are sware that
golng Inte these companiles will cast thae
FwaZulu Government a lot of money but we sesb
provide a service For the people'.

A 'rationalisation &f routas' wes also
announogd, which woeuld, through tha intepo=
duvotion of *fare stages®, "enable passengera




to pay less' (omd get less in the process).

Om the 2&8th October a mesting was held
to decide on these proposals. In the mesntima
tha TTT had been loslng about RE D00 par day
for the duration of the boycatt.

On Monday, 2Tth Octobar,; the rasidents
of ODalzwenil snded their participation in
tha bus boyoott, but many commuters From
Fadedenl walkad on. A eeeting af abaut
B 000 pmoples in Deizwenmi had decided on
Sunday to accept ths proposal of o
"ratlionalissd' shorter routs. Madadeni
rasldents rajected a similor cheaper amd
shartar route.

ODsizwanl say have ended thelr beycott
bafore Aadadend because Lhay had to ealk
about 25 ke (&8 agslnat abaut 15 um from
Madadenl), and Tower taxis wate said. te o

avalilable to thea.
D@ reasen Tar thé fejorcbion of Ehe

"rationalised® rocvtes sas Lhat (L Joant &
wilk aftar dark Tar wothofes, Thiowugh Eha
pearly lit; paarly polliccd Lownships.

Ors Haacko and Adlolose chialred the
neatings in Osizwenl and fadodenl respective—
iy, HAdlalosm announced that "firms in New=
castlea had 'Iirllll to subajidise Etha Taraa"
= o skatament that is probably Fales and
that was not repsated by anybody Blas.

Deaplite the rejection by Eededeni
residents of the proposals at the Sunday
meating Lt wis repoartdéd that o868 swofkears
had started using buses on Monday (2Tth},
imcluding the boycotting resldents of tha
man's hostels in the township.

Dugping tha first week of Hovember tha
Flagging oyoott plocked wp bBriefly after the
distribution of pamphlats, wrlbten Inm Zulu,

saying that Gatsha Sukhelezl "had falled ko
halp tha boycotters® and calling For the
raturn of the former KwaZulu Communlty
Affairs Cowncillor, Sarnay Dladia. Oladla
Fad, bafore his expulsion from the Keslulu
teabhinak® and subssguently bafors his death;,
built up s strong suppart bDase among workers
(espeelally durlng and after tha 1973 Natal
strikes],; snd rursl people resisting
rlimtlﬂ in the nass of "homeland
consolidation® in the Draksneberpy area of
Natal.

Folice reinforcemsnts were called In
during this perliod but the call Tailed to
have afy Llargs scala orf long ters &ffect
- probably becsuss it cams aftar many
people had started using the buses sgailn.
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SEVERAL impartant points aserges froa swvesn
Ehia brlalf aml gurarTiclal loak at the
1978 bus boycotte [n the Nescastls
districts
= In ng way could it be sald that tha

issus wad only related to bum tranmport;

———
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but that low wages and general soclal condi=

tlons wars the background Facktors, Seversl
timos the boyootkt spllk over Linto & stay=

away From work {for sxanple at lecor), and
destruction of atats property (for exsmple
the baschalls ).

Uorkers living in Madedeni and Delzwend
wobe sstimated Eo be paying nearly 17 parcent
of thaler averages wagas on travelling to work
(whits communibtises Living in Durban wecs pay

sbput & percent) unless they used concesslon
tickats.

In Durbsn african workers wers paylng

about half the smeunt for a jowrney simiisr
s that to Newoastls from Madadenl er Osl-

rwand {the service Iin Ourban Is rum by
PUTCE ).

- The separation of cgmsunity and placy
of work under capitalise {ses Yip 12)
Is aggravatsd in Ehe South Afrlecen conbtaxk
by the racial ssgeegatlon of the seclety,
with africens and other blacks suffaring most
through this ssparation of *spartheld",
Furthermore, msny of tha cesidents of
findadeni and Oaizwsni had previously besn
tesidents of "black spots® {africean=cunad
land wikthin what has beas declafed to be
Vghite south africa'); of labour tenmntms
on white—owned Farms Lln Natal.
After relocatlion thess people and
thair faniliss wers now totally dependent
on permanent esga smploymant {u:l.th no ACCREN
te lamnd as neans af production = whather 1t ba
far grazing or planking), at low HagEs.
flo wonder thabt ressntment should bulld up
againat Etransport costs (see sleo WIP 10
arnd the article "Bus Boycotts' for a discuss=
fan af the "relocation townshipe" af Czakhend




and Emvvulkienl outside Ladysmith, sose 100

km from MNewcestle.

- The control Function of the Inkathas
movamant and the ELA was already becoming

spparent, becoming even more blatant the more

axtanalve thalr financial fnvolvement in

warious concernd bacams, and as thelr

budgatary dependence on the central state

incroased.

As the central atsate depends Tor its
reproduction on educational, political and
copressive Inatitutlons {schools and vniversli-
tlen, parties, police amd army, vigilantae
Groupe,; ateé), =0 tha Bantustans branches of
the central state esstablish their cwen nesans
of reproduction (theas are somstismes defined
in terms antagonistic to the cemtral stata
= for axample,; Inkatha as a "libsration®
movamant = but aktill within the scope aof thae
reproduction of the soclal formation).

This peint will be Lmvestigeated in later
articles, but to take just one emample at this
stage, an axample of the KLA and Lts offlciale’
tightrope walk betwoan struoctucal integratlion
Inmto the South African sconomy amd politlesl
processss,; and attempting to represent a
powst base whoss intarssts sre permanently
im cohflict with thoss of the wider scononlic
and palitical Forces.

Aeferance has aleesdy besn made to Ors
Fdlalose and Maseko (ses above), and also teo
tha mlleged thresats on the lives of FMdlalosm
and Bukthelezi, becaves of the role they
played in 1975 in relation toa tha bBus Baycakk,

Thease svents were schosd in 1780 whan
& manking attended by about 10 000 pecple was
hald in Dsizwend (March, 1580}, addressed
by Gatshs Huthelezl, to rTesolwve the faction=

alism that had besn buillding up betwesn

Adlaloss [Minister of the Interlor end

natlional chalcperson of Inhlthl}, Fiagaka

(now a member of the KLA) and their supportecs.
It sppears that the conflict manifested

itswlf ovwer swupport for, and antagonism to

RI Aasonda. He was unseated as chairperson

af the Inkatha reglonal committem Ln 1979,

aftar delegates *from Ulwndi® (the capital of

" Ewalulu); and thersfore probably senlor Inkatha

efficiais and supporters of minister Mdlaloaa)
feund that he had not been *properly elected?.
Now slections wers held under the contral
af the Inkstha central commilttes and EM
Ehumalo was elscted, The elecklons wers

moycotted by Masondo's SupporEeTe.

&t the Osizwenl meeting in Warch it

was ®ald that Dr Maseko was backing Masonda
and maligning Dr Adlaloss (who was also
Fadadeni's representative in the KLA).

Tha Daily Mews report (BO.03.10) said
that:

During yestarday's rlvl-hnurulnnn mEaking
it wis clear that Dr Maseko had Buch
laocal support snd that the Kealulu
Covernmant was Ffor the First time
beginning ta Feal the wrath af many
blacks becsuss of bus=Fare and rent
increases.

Or Adalose,; as Minlster of the Intep=
iop, seams to be regarded & direckly
responaible and this could be senaed at
yEatarday"s maatimg.

Ooizeeni mnd Madesdenl outside News=
castle are probably the most wolatile
townghips in Matal anmd; judgimg by Lhe
big crowd yeaterday, Lthe pecple are nak
préparead to accept atesp buafare
inoroases.

In Natal the bus boycotts of last year
{ses WIP 10) wecra followed by & comnittes af -
inguiry (repressnting workers, HewaZulu
Transport; and commerce and Lndustry in
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Ladysmith), Inceessss In bus Tares wers to

be held over uwnktil the committes had reported

to Koornhaf, {Eiliulu Transport is owned

jolnmtly by the Ewaulyu Development Corporation
{KDC)} and the Corporation for Cconomie
Devalopment [CED, #x=-BIC}). (Ses article in
the Sunday Tribune, B0.02.24).

On tha 10th May, 1980, Or Frank FAdlalose
opened & REOD 000 Ewafulu Trasnport ocperating

contre En Hammarsdale, presuvmably as &
repreaentative of tha KL snd; tharsfore; of
Ewsfulu Transport. OQuite understandably for

sameone in that position, Mdlaloss spoke of

"unavplidable Incresses', and attacked snployeara

Ffor not peying higher wagesa. He sald that

boycakts had cost KeaZuld Transparlt RY,5=m,
Tranaport lssuss {-lung wikth pent

incroases, houvaing shortages, educational

issuas) mre potential flashpoints For the

frustrations of the black working class

= frustrations that have Eheir imnediate
origin In low weges, poor working condl=
tions and lack of effective repressntation,

Thass also closaly relats to the specifles af

racial separatien and differential discrimi-
natlon in South Afrlcs.

1t, tharefore; comes &8 no surprise that
the firat half of 1980 ghould have seen several
such boycotts, threatensd boyestts, and

warnings about the dangar inherent Lm Face

increases snd rent hikes for the stability
af the scclal Formatlon., PUTCO has spplied
ko have Ffares incressed ond 1s walting for
& poskponed sitting of the Aomd Trangport
Bosrd o moot and decide on bhe spplicatlion,
whils fent increases For Sowete during the

gagongd MAll of tho yvear have been announced.



WLACK WORKERS in South Afries are ahowing
@ new spirit in the Face of a rapidly
cising coat of living. Food is becoming
more expensive, and African families
pudget up to 30 per cent of their income
on Lhis item alone., dut workers are mosk »
aensitive to rises in the costs of the
'conatant' items of swpenditure. such as
rent and tranapart. The recenl rise in Lhe
cost of transport in Hammarsdale brought g=
hundreds of Africen workers to boycott

the bus service and walk.

By Monday 17Lh January (1973).
hundrede of African workers living in
Hammarsda le, which is & model border arsd
between Qurban and Piectermaritzburg, wer
boycotting their loecal bus service in an
angey protest against the incresse in bus
fares the previous week. The weskly bus
COUupOn fqu._frnﬂ Hammaradale to Pinetown
whare many af the resldents work increased
feom AL,70 for & Five day week to RI,O00.
In protest against the incfeade, workers
refused Lo use Lthe African-owned Slzabantu
dus Service. Towards the end of the
previgus wesk workers started using taxis
in & desparate attempt to persuade bhe
company Lo inilr ikta fares, even illhﬂuqh
taxis are mafe expEeARive.

“We can't afford to pay sny more for
transpart. We juat don't know what to do™.
a domestic applimance mechanic who works in
Pinetown whieh is 30 km from Hemmarsdale
sgaid. "We like living in Hasmarsdale.

Ine housea are in good condition and Lhe
rent b8 falir. dut moat of us have to find
work in Pinetown and we can't afford to
pay @0 much for transport". The worker,

P& g

Hammarsdale Bus

wha did not want his name nrntln;:;. Ba g
RLT,00 a week, which is egual to the
powerty datum lime in Durban. For wife and
himaelf he paya Al6,00 a monkh For
transport, and A&,.10 a month Fur rent. Hae
has four echildren but does not hawve to pay

bus Ffares for theer because they walk the
4 km ko school. "My position is not so bad-

but most of my Friends sarn much less than
I do and they are really very worried®, he

gaid. [ﬂllly News; 17 Jenuary 1972 -

ihe superintendent af Mpumalanga
lTownahip in Hemmarsdale, Mr RK Francls,
said about 500 workers were employed in
Pinetown."It im difficult for the bus
company . They are faced with rising coate
of tyres and petrol and 0 on and are
already operating at below the minimum




prescriped raktes laid down by the
Iranaportation Doard®, he said. He

doub ted whether a subsidised corporablion
of prowinclal bus service could operate
more cheaply. "The real problem is the low
wages . The average worker in Pinetown eafhs
about RE&,00 a week and in Hewmarsdale
iteelf they probably earn Far less". There
were 4 000 houses abt the Mpumulangs
Townghip which nad been open since L1960.
(Dmily Wews, 17 Januaty 1972). There im
alaa hostel sccommodation in the area.

Although employers argue that the
cost of Living in rural and semi-rural
areas is lowser, this is never substentisted
by the facta. The workers barely have
enocugh money to spend on the basig
esgentiales of life. Workers in fural areas
Buy their regquirsments inm rural storeas
and wsually have to buy in amall
guantities. Buylng in small quentities is
more expensive and buying at rural stores
is also more expensive than buying mk
Bupermarkets .

An outline aof events consbtituting
this lateat erisis 18 perhaps best Begun
with the comments of an editorisl writer
im the Daily News who pointed sut In the
18th Janusry issue that the responsibility
far thea present situation rested squarely

on the shoulders af the white community
which is ®"prepared to buy cheap goods

~whose price depsends on the payments of
starvation wages™ and who called for a
national sinimus wage sufficient at least
"ta kesp body and soul.togeather® to be
laid down. (Daily News January 18 1972)
The seme day, police had te rush to
Clermont location, where &S00 Africaens had

gathered at the Corporation [Jurban
Hunbcipality) bus depot beceuse they said
they had been promissd transport home when
the Sizabantu Hus Co, withdrew its buses
that morning after atoning incidents. The
Africans had to wakt wntil midnight belore
the Corparation, whieh had ko gek

temparary permits, could taks them beck to
Hemmarsdale. Discussions were held at the
Inchanga police station bektween the parties
concerned Ln an attempt to setile the
problem. According to reports, brounle

hed been brewing for some time in the

area because many reslidents claimed Ehe

ald fare of HL1,70 was already erippling.
However, because there was no other servic
they hed no choice bubt to uweae it. The f-rl11
rise to BRI, 00 hewever, tipped Ethe scales
resulting in the boycott and the attendant
violence and anger.

The boycott comntimued through the
next day (L% January) ‘despite the decision
reached hrivinu.lf to revert to the aold
fare of R1,70 per week. Most people
refused to board the buses and lorced
others to join thea. Tne police had to
provide armed sscorts for the buses and
those few passengers who used them. The
Bagntu commissioner For Pinetown, Mr J
Rieveling, also revealsd that the govern-
ment was to be seaked to subeidise Ethe wvitall
bua serviee and the newspapers reported
that the five day boycoki was over ae
Africens begen to use the buses again on
January 20th.

On the sawme day, January 20th,; the
Hatal Mercury publisned & survey of

conditione in Pinetown = New Germany
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compiex, where Lhe Hansaredale Africana
wark and Mownd that the average Factory
wage of these people was R1D.00 per week.
Ihis survey ssbraced nine top employers
and the paper polinted oul that the bus
fare of R1,70 represented nearly 205 aof
the Africans’ weskly wage. Hany af Lthe
employers remarked that wages were
‘governed™ by Wage Agresments. implying
that these minimum levels were in fact =
maxi@us above which they eould not legally
pay - These implications are in fact
totally erronecus; wage board
determinations fix only & bottem wage to
an induskry.

A motor car component Factory employ=
lnglliﬂ Africans pays a minimum RY,66 per
week . an average of sbout RIL1,00 per wesk,
and KLY}, 00 per week to skilled African
workers. Ihis manufacturer said that

"if Africans could be glven job

treining, conditiening in the

necedslly Tor productiviky and

incentives, they would be as

produglive as whikes®.
He did not, however, say that his company
was providing these facilities. (Natal
Mercury IUth Januacty). Une company
expressed the wiew that low African wages
werg pald because there were Loo many
Africans chaslny too few jubs. Another
company maintaimed that although they paid
women an average of RE,50 and menm an
average of R¥,50 per week,

“these people actually cost us about

RLB,00 per weaek sach in terms of

tralning, attendance bonus,; canteen

fagilities and other fringe factors"
(Natal Mercury 20th January 1972).




He omitted Lo give details of what his
white smployees cost the firm in Lerme
of similar condition® and benefilsl

iesananns IRE Daily News reported on
January i0th that the bus boycott was

conbinuing. lhe weekly coupon remmined

sl HZ UD with the cash fare being 26 cents
per single trip. The owner of the bus
service, dighop PH Nzuza, said that thess
increases were the First im 23 yeara and
had been caused by tne illegal operations
of priveate taxis which were in lfachk mere

expengive.
In sn editorial on Jenuary Zlst, the
Watal Mercury said:

“IFf the verder industries of Finetown
and Yew GCermany can pay no beller
than an average wage of H1O per

week - & long way Lelow the Family
breadline - them it is time to Lake
ancthear look &t the maralily of our
econamic structure. 1L 18 no guad
expecbting employers Lo IACTRASE wa Qe
viduntarily te an acceplable lewel

in a competitive copilemlial societby.
The only course is Lo inktroduce &
national minimus waye For bread-
winners pased on Lhe poverty debuom
limne for esach area. Sor does it make
genge Lo demand increased productivity
pefore detter wages. Productivity
will ipprowe a8 living conditions
and tralning programmes improve ...
What does it take to jolt public
gpinignm into a concerned awarensss
af the appallingly low wages and

bad living conditions endured by mo
many dlack vorkera? In Soulth Weat
Africa (Mamibia) it has taken mass
strikes to shake people sut alf Ehalr
complacency abouwt the eviles of Lthe
contract labowr system. Hust we wail
until the seme or worse happens
hera?T"®

@y the morning aof the same day, news
reports sald that the boycotbtt was beginning
to bresk. HSundreds of workers were still

ignorinyg the service and waing trains, but
some were, under police protection, wsing
the buses again at the return fare of
40 cents & day (coupon). The weekly
coupon system remained at R2,00 howsver,
@nd workers wefe against Ehis.

The svening papers quoted the owner
of the service; Mev. Nzuze, a8 saying
that unless Lhe boycokt ended immediately,
the cempany Taced bankruptcy. The company
ad been losing R] 000 per day since the

boycolli began and the buses which usumlly
carEy 4U0 passengers had, that day (21
Januery) ecarrled only 6. Lf the company
cloged duwn there would be no other service
availuble as the durban Corporatien =tetbed
thal Lhey had no lAatenthion of oparatimg
ouged b Lhe ares.

The Junday |ribwne of 3 January
reported Lthat scae lassarsadale factory
workers earned as litile am R&,50 p.w.
{men) and H},50 p.vw. {women). Some men in
the Pinetown area esacned only R?,00 p.w.
mnd women only R5,.00 out af which they had
to pay 2,00 ror weekly bus coupons. The
Hpummlangs township menager, Mr AK Francis,
blamed these low wages Tor Lhe trouble.
and e Progresslve Panty national
gxecutive chairman called For an immediate
vovernment enguity inte African vages
parkieularly in bthe border inmdustry areas.

The Mercury of Monday 24th reported
thal a man had been shebt in the Heamarsdele
townahip on Sunday, after & mon of about
1% DOb Africans abttempied to Ffree Lhe man,
who had been arrested fur stoning palice
vehicles. This hao happened after &

protest mesting to discuss the bus fare
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increase had Deen held in the location. !
This meeting had been stopped by Lhe
police after @ crowd had tried Lo abttack
gne of the organisers’ care. Immesdiately
thereafter, the sheating incldent ocfcurred
IThe Haritzburg Wages Commission
ispued & slatement on Jenusry Zlat which
was published in the Natal Witnems,
backing the causes of the Africean commuters
in the bus dispuke. The statemsnt made Lhe
paint thak
"workers hawve Lo commule such long
UlskancEs . ... .due Lo the dictatesa of
the spartheid economy, which requires
that w#orksrs should be separaled
by long distences from the place aof
employsent.....and are axpscted Lo
pay far the trensport which makes it

possible Lo carry on economic

pctivities when such separation is
enforced™ .

ssssvans The Uaily News Lhat ewvening
carcrind & comprehensive survey owtlining
the problems and snalysing the situstion.

“The Sizabantu bus company la owned
by the church. [t began as & amall
sporvice operating in the Camperdown
ares 1% yesars ago, and served bthe
churech misaion, the Peacewille
mission, at which 200 femilies
reaide. With the sstablishment of the
Hammarsdale industrisl complex im
the Elangeni area end the nearby
Mpusalanga township im 1968, the
coapany expanded to provide services
fur workers from Mpumslengas to
Hanmarsdale"™.

When Unit 3 in the Hpumalsngs township
was ready, the Department of Bantu
Adainistration and Development mawved
hundreds of African families, who had been
livimng im slum conditions at Clermont,
near Pinetown, to Hpumalangs. Mot workers
retained their jobs in Pinetown and the




Sizebentu bus company was authorissd to
pravide tranaport Tor them.

The background to the....boycotbt is
described in termm of m lomng Feud. &8
Fallaows:

"R long Feud is behind the bnrtﬂtt

of the African-owned Sizabantu bus
company by workers in the Mpumalsngs
ares near Hesmarsdale. Commuters have
besn protesting sgeinst the old fares
charged by the company at publie
mpstings ilm the townahip sinece the
beginning of last year. The Sizabantu
coapany, already running into -
finencial difficulties because it

wid operating on the Pinetown route
at R1,05 leas & passenger a weok

than the required charges laid down
by the Pistermaritzburg Tranmapor-
tation Board in 1968, appealsd to

the Government for @ subsidy on July
L¥th last year.

In sddition to the higher prices of
tyras, fuesl and spare parts there had
bean & sharp cise im the cost of
buses, by nearly Rl 000 each.

By Jmnuary 1 this year, there had
sktill been no reply to the
spplication for m submidy.

Motices were put up in buses on Lhe
Mpumalanga-Hemmaradale eirculil.

while coupon fares would remain at
the old rate of alx centas & single
trip, cash fares would go up from
seven cents to the authorised emight
cents. This ilncresse appearsd to be
sccapted by the passsngers.

At the pame time the company decided
to raise the weekly coupon fare Lo
FPinetavn froem Rl,75 to RZI,00 a week,
which was atill BOD cemts below Lhe
authorised R2.80 a week.

Thias increass was inktroduced at the
beginning of the year. No notices
wefe pub up in advance, but the buses
ran smoothly watil Januecy 10 when
huAndreds of workérs who had " « . on
leave during the three week . anriowm
factory recess returned to wort

There were immediately complaints
about the new fares.

A crowd of about 30 pecple marched on
the Peaceful mission depot on Sunday
Januery 16, and told bus company

spokesmen that unleas fares were
reduced bhe buses might as well be
kept at the depot.

Their threats were peported to the
nasreskt police station at lachanga

L% km away.

ihe crowd was also tald that Lthe
makter would be reviewed at a meeking
aof the Lranapart committee on the
fellowing Sunday .

The next day, however, amn angry mob
stoned four buses, sssahilng windows
and injuring one of Lhe drivers.

The erewd refused to uae LEhe
transport, wikth instigators ({mie)
preventing any potential passengers
from doing so.

The Inchanga police were called. and
the township manager, Mr Francis, was
informed . The bus company was advised
to withdreaw its buses From use Lthak
day .

That night, crowds of angry workers.
stranded &t the Pinegtown depot; were
taken home by three Durban Corporation
buses after an appesal to the Durban
Tranaport Hanagement doard by the
Finetown poalice.

Tne Ourban Corpormtion buses also
conveyed workers to Finetown on Lhe
following morning, cherging on both
occasions the old prices for the
routes. This wae purely a temporary
MERBUTS .

A well-organised boyeott, led by men
im unit ¥ &F Mpumslanga township, then
weit into operation. Few pasesngers
dared break ik, eaven though police
protection was offered to any
passengers wanting to use Lhe buses.
The managing director of the bus
company, the Reverand FM Mzuza,
decidad From Tusday evening, Jenuary
l6th, te run the buses sccording to
schedule at the new rates even

though his buses remained emply.

Un Friday Jenuary Zl., he snnounced
that his company was losing AL 000

a day, and that unless scmebthing was
done soon the compamy would be
bankrupt.

Representatives of the Wpumulanga
township residenta’ comaittee and the
bus company ook akt the Peascedllle
mission on Sunday Jamuary 13, where
the regidenta’ representatives
sccapted the bus company's ressons
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for raising the coupon fares and
agresd Lo infors the boycotters et
a public meeting that afternoan.
The mesking, however; ended in
violence and disorder. The boyeott
is continuin

(Daily Wews 3.nu-rr 1)

The Daily News reaporter goss on to analyse
the action of the residentms: '

*This beycott reaction is something
of a diskurbing nature. It is &
manifestation of deesp ressntmsnt.
ehilling in its obstinancy and
persistance .

It suggests a permanent dissaktis=
Fackion in the lives u? the residents
of dpumulanga township.

Hearly 8 000 Africans are smployed in
the industrial area of Elangeni,

at demmaradale, and "their rates of
pay are Far too low', says the
touwnahip manager, Hr BK Frangid.... .
Apcording to the hesd of the labour
bureay et Mpumalangs, Wr L wan
delkus, starting wages can be ss low
as B3, &% for & women to A4,30 for @
man, "and this is an improveasnt om
what they were paid a few years ago,"
he said.

The rent at Apumulanga is R&E, 10 a
month. Eorkers Fewl that this is
fair. The houses are in good
condition. Fhey have electricity lnd
waterborne severage. But for & man
earniing A% a weak this conatitutes
30 parcent of his wage. Bus Fare

far the worker at Hammarsdale is an
extra RZ.5%0 m monkth. Subtract bus
fare and rent and the RS & waéEk man .
is left with 83} a week to buy Food,
clothes, madicine; to educate his
children and aupport his wife.

At rammarsdale there acre no minimum
wage levels. Employers can likterally
pay what they wish."

The reporter interviewved the chairman

gf the Hammaradale Industrial Associallion,
Hr-HWilner=3myth, on the reasond far low
wage policies.

“Hr Milner Smyth said that the sain
reasaon the wages were so low was that




the Hammaradale labour force was
uwnproduckive, and almoat 50 percent
illiterate.

" The p.np]l nere have Ao b-:kgrnund

of anvihnina mechanical. and 80
continuous training schemes are neaded
ke sducate them," he said. "Uhat wa
nesd are technical schools which will
tealn paople Mof Lrades. A senmi=
pducated mechanic i®@ Far more valuable
to induskry than a matriculated
clerk.""

(daily Mewas Jenuary 21}

In @n |pnrthlid'l¢nnﬁﬂr. an Extendad

transport system is essential to malintain
the long distance batwsen the home and the
work ylace. The poorest asmbers of Lhe
comnunikty ara expected to pay the costs

of their own segregation with high train
and bus fares to make "white by night'
policies practicable. This policy decision
cannot be changed, bub.....the least that
smployers of warkers from Hasmaradale can
do is to pay their workers monthly family
tranaport coste iFf they inemist on keeping
whyes Llow.

Finally wa (the Wages Commisaion)
recommend that the people living in the
Hasmarsdale area Form their own People's
dus Cu-upsrative to take over the runAning
of the services necessary te Lhem, anda by
awolding profit mokives, this co-op would
ke & & position Lo kesp Ffares as low am
poaBini®.e:as

Furtheraore. we demand Lhak Che
Government provides s subsidy For this and
all pcher border area bLus servicea, whelther
.lhlp be privately of co-uperabively
cuntrulled. because Lhe burden on African
wurkerd of long distance commuling is a
regult....of apartheid policies over which
they (Lhe workers) have Aw eonteal.

The Press

- a response

UNLIKE MANY ecitiques of the press, the
article in WIPF IZ ends on & positive note.

“Im contrast ko the uwewal pessimistic view

of the media, which sees it aa completely
cofitrolled by conservative pressures,

the WiF 12 article Lells jourmalists that
thess fectors *meke our teask difficulk,
but they do not pravent it." (p 33)

After analyaing how the press supports
the status quo - in Influencing what people
think about and EE! they think about ik -
Lhe article. soncludes that "the solutiocn
is nok to get out of the commercial presdl.

This article is Lo add suppork
to the above wiew by Lrying to glve 1L
some Chearstical underpinnings.

The main theoratical concept to oe
used iz that of "ideological Btate
apparatus' (Althusser). This, it Will be
argued. allows for an wnderstanding of
both the possibilitiss and the limits of
tha commgrclal press.

Althugser's wiew of the sktete sxtends
far beyond the traditional wview where the
stakte ia spen as comprising only of
political structures, government and
administretion. For him;, not only are
bodies like educabional instlitulliochns part
aof the state apparatus - hut alesoc those
conventivnally sesen as part of "private’
lifer churches, Tamily and the media.
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why doss Althusssr lump all these
institutions together ss part of the state?
Thi®s is because, in the long run they all
gerve to maintain & basic system of
capitnlist production invelving
exploitation. At this stage of his
analysis, there is no Fundamentasl
dif ference betwean thess institutions
gince they all (in different ways) do the
gase Lhing, ie serve the interests of Lhe
cgaplitalist clasas.

Toe Family produces well-behaved
workers and enthusisstic consumers; Lthe
schoal trains and disciplines them further,
and tnhe policeS/army kesps them in check.
A cthe w[s 12 articie also noted. nevspaper
genErs and manEgers

‘gra nu dilfferent from ewners and

maneyers of any other profit-

grienteied institutions. Their
interests are in maintmining the
gtatus guo or, ak mosk; changling Lt
to aset tneir interests. It would

pe ridiculous ko expeckt snything else

froa them or from thelir appointees,

their sditora."{p 31)

Inere is certainly msuch truth in this
wiew and we would be blind to miss just
how wuch the "opposition’ press and the
rest of Lhe state apparatuses have in
common An serving the same ultimate
PUT ROBS -

Bub to remain at the lewvel of bhis



ingiynt is slso Lo mizs the real
differsoces tnat do exlst velwean Lhe
press and the uviner apparstuses, ang
also kv obscure Lhe reolationsnip heleeen
Lthe press and caplitul. Tu fenain el
this lewal leads tu & pesaldistlie view af
the press - o viow which sees the media
{end other apparatuaca) solely as Lhe
ara of the capitalist clesgs = a tning to
e manipulated :l_l:;pil...l ki deslros.
‘Wptiong for proygressive journalias in the
cusmercial press are Lhes nil, and thg
only stralegy ig to Lry Lo bully we
ney institutions [:n:.Uutlipl of Lhe wld.
i 7.t mure uetailes conception of Lhe
tirh- and its apparatusoes lndmll s Lo
goceecl the problewms. inuﬂf;id~kp this
view. The “pessivistic' view oF: the
stale Bpparatusoy devcribes above lacks
a notign of contradiciion, conflict and
tﬁluuult: By oringing in these eleaents
.i:iul i-qﬂﬂ':blr:”;-'.;llilng khom ‘-I- pnrl. uf“. ]
state & oifferent picture u:urgu-.

A ltlt- -pplrltul {like the media)
iz ﬁnt uhlplr @ neutral ares of sociely
8L present cnntrnllld by capitaliat
interests, and ardund which cenflict
cenbtres. An institution like the media
is not @ stake or area to be Foughlt ower
by class-struyyles external bo ik, but
rakther & site or arens of class struqggle.
Contradiction and struygle ayeinst this
backjround are relevent at two levels:

1. It ia importent Eo reslise that whiles
the state apparatuses of & capitalist
society functlion ultimetely in the
economic, politicul and ideological
interests of long-term caplitalist

ecanambe growth, and of capital in genersl.
the caplitalist class is not & unified
yrowpding. Instesd iL comprises coapeting
wnd conflicting individual capitalist

and capitals lﬁnnpinit|]+ According te

the specific situation, these competitors
group themselves sjainst each other on :
the Lusis of industryfarea/sizefpolitical
skrength/tactics and so on.

This explaing in 'pllft why Lhe state
appsrstuses show differences belwesan each
otmers iLt is possible for different
"fractions' (or sections) of the capilslist
class to control different parts of the
state, ie different state spparatuses.

Ihisa means Lhat Lhe atate is nob simply
& weapon of a {united) capitalist class.
out rather tnat its epperatuscs have some
indepondence from the capitalist class as
4 whole. B .

Applying this wview, it 13 sasy Lo aee
how Ll Englilh comnercial’ press has

refllected the domindbion of one Fraction

of capital based in uining and
manufacturing lndu-trr;.it is also

poaslible Lo sae hoaw th-u.;lprll:i.u-- and .
econosic apparatuses have in recent years
been controlled by ovthar fractlons of
capitel. For instance. recipl capitalism
(influx contrel, job resacvation, etc) may "
have benefitted one sector more than the
abthers (this Indeed has beesn part of a

the root of the conflict between the
Engiish press and ockher atate apparatuses) .
It is slso possibie to undersiand the
Afrikeans coamercisl press as dirvectly
donineted by finencial capitaliat

interssts (Sanlam) which in a wider

gl i A

suciely heve been wllied to FTarning
Capiilal, swoll sanufacturing, and bne
white pelly bouryevisie and the labour
aristocracy. The currenl "Losnadering®
{co-operatlon) of Caglish and ACFikasns
press reflects. by and large, bthe growih
of apnopoly capilaliss in the. econoay
and the developing political unity
oelwesan Fractions Lhut goes wilh b,

IL wugl of courdd be Femesdbered
it the slale apparatuses Ho not siand
in mn-eguel relationship Lo eesch olher.
Depending on their major function
fideclogical, repressive. ll:[lll'-ll-il;':' and
the organisec strength of the different
fractiuves, ene speciflic apparatus [ur
compinat ion of spparatuses) usuelly
domimates the others. This explaina the
wulnerabality of the press in South lfrl:l:
tu olher stale apparaluses lapasaing
off ipial limits on its funcilioning.

IThe guestiovn which arises here is -
why ia it atall necessary for the -
repressive apperatusey to be used aysinst
tne English presé in the present peariod
of interpenctration of capitels and the
Jrowing wnity of purpodse vetween Fractiona
(o8 illustraled by Ehe Upoan Foundation,
and press praise of totel Itrategy, eke).
Wiiy. Lf inm & wider society the political
and econoaic differences are declining
ancnyst fractions of capitul, do Ehe
slate apparatuses still olsplay confliets
wngn it cowmes Lo Lhe English press? This
can s8 snavered by turning ko the
second lewel ol Lhe analyais wnero

contradicuion and conflict oecome rolevant.

2. A state upparatus is not the tool of




the wholes capitelist cluse. LL is not sven
s tool of &« particular fraction of
capital - for the siaple resson thalt ssch
apparatus [in varying degreas ) containg
the pressica of Lhe interests of Lhe
domingted and exploited classes. A
Fraction cannuol "somaer”® Ju snyblhing il
wanls with & slale appsrulus, somce ol
has Lo ewinlend wilh fedislware (halk
anlernally and culeraalls] e wla
intersdta . -1h|- haw Bedn aadl

graphically illosiraled by e currend
fadiatonee to capilaliwl wliceredls an Uhae
genuole. Jchrgels Lemd Lo bhe lancel jodal
Lo capgil wliwa, dul can aldw, aw 18
currend ly acdering. bevesy Jreas ol
residlancd 1o Lie o onlen e of
cdgitelial awcields . Ihis Taclor evplaine
wiy - Slaly apparaluses Rave a deyres of
ingependence (roa mn fuling clase
interaate, and sms ome secior of Lthe
atale appardatuseds sbEill Tinds Ii neceERary
iv sct againsl otnet apparatimss.

The asturs of asws production [withinm
limits of styls and language) provides =
journalist yitn & Talr degres of
opsrational centrol over his/her job.
Altheugn bread policy decisiom and control
Lim with that cepitalist fractiion
gontralling the press, ths journalist is
sble ta substantlally influsnce the
sctual gathering end shaping of neawe
information .

Thus it is within thoss apparatusas
which function prissacily through ideclogy
{rather than repression) whers the
prassnce of ths intsrssts of bhe domime ted
clanses are mors sasily manifested.

Thess interests muke thamas lvas falt
witnin the ssdis Firstly through the
shasr weight of the deminsted classses'
siruyygle in sociskty. This compsls the
press to notice thems struggles. Thaas
interesty are aluo sanifested through
journalisls swdopting progressive politicel
pusiliwnd; this is aften in responss to
clewrly Jjust struyyles of the duminated
clusmes.

o sum up Lthis puint then: by
acknuwludying Lhe swislonce of Lhe
dgwminsled classcu” ;trquh wilhim Lha
medin, we can suplain why the Laylish

presg onpragsces - on ocoaslen sad im

puris - an oppusilics nol saraly tw eolher
capilalist iwlncesis, Lut te aspecis of

whels capilalial syules. Iha current Stayn
Conmimuion of Llaquiey inle Lths press i
precisely the response of the other state
spparatuses and fractions of capitel to
the Tallure o tha Eaglish press teo
"kesp its houss in order"

fhe pessibilitiss for progressive
journalise are tersfore apparent in Ehe
understending of the ssdia as & alts of
primary struggle betwesn dominated and
dominating classes, Theds possibilitiss

‘ace mleo apparsat in the undarstanding

af the roal wecondary contradictionsand
and comflict within the stats apparstuses
contradictions which snabls the partial
repreasentation of the dominated classss'
interests sither throwugh & losss or
temporary alliance of one Frackion
sgeinet snether, of through sxploiting
the opportunitiss caussd by Infighting

b twesn capitals.

[t is isportent, howsver, to point out
tha limits of progressive struggls withim
the cosssrcial press. Clesscly, thess
limits ars cdefinsd not sisply by the
contral that s capitalist Fraction sxsrbe
through ownsrship of the press, but by the
dominance of capital in socisty ss &
whole.
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I THE year 1975-T76, ismediastely preceding
the Sowsto student rebellion, it was

- peported that ths imeresss in defence
spanding by the Soukh AFrican atate '
sxcesded the total sllocated Lo alfrican
soucationy in 1973-7&4, R4U} wes spent on
the sducation of ewery whits child, while
#i8 was apent on the sducation of sach
african child.(1) The suppression of Lthe
'76 and "77 revolt has besn short Lived:
1980 has seen black students taking &
lssd once sgeln. What Follows im an
sccount of the histerical origins of
_thbﬁt revalts.

The First school For africans wae
upened by J1 van der Kemp of the London
Hissionary Soclety in 1759, near present-
dat King Willismstwon.{2) The next scheeol
was opened L7 ysars later, in 1dli, near
what was Lo becoms Fort Hesufort. The
colonlal government itself Look no .
initiative in the development of african
education, but it was preparsd Lo provide
land to the sisslonariss running schools.
fhus It was that the Glasgow Hipsionary
Society was prowvided with land near
East London, whare they bullt the
Lovedals Hisaionm, opsning a Sunday
school which py April 1339 hed 139
pupiles.{3) In 1841 the colonial
gowarnmenl Leyan to provide small yranmts-
in-aid for efrican sducation, and a
Supsriniendenkt=General of educakivn wes

Black Education and Resistance

paye b3

-ppn.l.nhd. clalming the right to indpect.
Tha English linuul-]t ad a madium of
instruction was to be used ss far as
possiols, and religious instruction wes
to be given only dyring perieds set: aside
for Scrigpture. “.I'I! missionariea Feared
interference and conseguently dld nak
apply for these gramts.(d) -

In lu%%, Sir ceorye Goey, the new
gowernor of tha Cape outlined his plans
to subordinste africens to the dominant
jdealegy of colonlal ism, and ko
incorporate them inte Lhe expanding Cape
sconoay. [he promoticn of a select clasa
of africans Jould no doubl serve Eo
undermine tne puser of the chiefs, vho
conotantly posea a threat Lo the
ealonial yovernasnt .

Y.es.unceniilting efforts ahould Le
made Lo ralse Lhe Kaffirs in
Christianily and civilisation by
the sstablishment saony them snd
beyond our boundary of missiona
connected with Andustrial schools,
by employing thes on public works and
oy other similar means,*{5)
The emphaiis was Lhersfore laid on
industriaml Lraining, ensuring
education for subservience, with a
salect Mew acyuwiring & aure advencod
scadeslie aJucation in order to cresbte &
gsaall "elite'. An industrisl depariment
was opened al Lovedale and Lhis waa
followed oy Loe establishment of

ingustrial schools abt Healdiawn, Salem,

‘scnools eere, howvever, appalling and

Lewdgybon @hd S'UFDER., 3]

Tive slandards of the Cape nission

WErlous lu,,.nlrinlrn-.l!nt-glllltll afl 5

gduealion pfuduesu Scablhinyg reporis on
the quuliity of africen education in the
aigsion schooas. In L2653 Or Langham
Jale conducled @ Sufvey on the proyfess
of «frican cll..ll:ltlm and propossd & ssries
of recosmgmdations deslgned to impart
the neceasaary sxkidls to creste o labour
force of blacksaiths; @ rdeneca and
dosestic serventa.{7) Aeporting sgein in
lbGuw, Pale found that the missionaries
placed far Loo much eaphadis on fellgious
Lraining ana nis successor, Sir Thomas
Hulr fowna that ods of all africen school
cnildren failed to reach standard one.
The Caper Education dct of lné5 prl_!uhhl
Fur three Lypoes af wchuoling: public.
sission and Yabive schools, Lhe latter
being liqr:qllld and proviaing Lhe sost
rudimentary form of education. fdany of the
alasion schuvels were aulti-racial, and at
Limes wnile enrulment at Luvedale excecded
thal ol black enrolmenl, aithdsyn Jormitory
and Jimbnyg facilities wvere sregregated,

llie @sineral discoverlies changed sll
Lhal. ‘a8 lurcgye asuunts of revenue Legen
to Flow inle Lhe Cape. Gringing significant
chanyes Lo the structure of Lhe econumy .

Phe role of wlricesa in Lhe egonaay began
le change any Lhis iz relecled in Lhe 1802




repart of an sducational mission which
appeared im the Cape Colany: il waa
gpecifically congerned with whites who
were now Lo take wp & privileged place in
Live increasingly racist society that was
developing. In keeping with the growing
demanda For an unakilled, cheap and
disciplined labour fForce, Lthe evidence to
the commission of @ Theal, a South
African nistorien, bears powerful
testimony Eto the closé cOCredpdandence
gpetween Lhe level of deveopment of Lhe
mrangay. and the pducwiional system.

‘dhat 18 Lhe educeation (africans) ..

should have in theilr own intorests

e inm the interests of the pubhlic?

|l woulo say il ahould be ipduatrial .

eerabl)lt seoms Lo me Lhabt Lhere s

@ wary larye number of natives on

Lhe froatiar who atiend Lheas mission

schools and are taughtl tu fead and

write anu Lhey bDecome Feally unal Lt

far other wvark, and khe class of .

pErdon 48 increasing wnd Lhey are

doinyg no yeod to thesselves and Le
the counley™.[4)

lmplicit in ITheal's atalemanl 13 a
perceived Lthreat of an education which
glevates africans beyond their "rightful
place' in a cuunkry whiae division of
lapour petveen workers and capitalists
wald increasingly cased uon Face.

Tne result of the Commisgion was Lthat
wnite education wes upgraded in relation
to plack education, and Lhe segregation
of schools was sirictly eaforced. Im 1893
a new law was passed providimg Tor the
subsidising of while sission schoole ,and
ano oy L¥05 the Cape School Uoard Aclt
had established segregaled stale schools.

Educalivnal expansaion for siricons
a3 even slower im the Scuth African

interior, and thne Juteh Frontliersmen

who Lrekked into the present-day Urange
Free State and lransvaal #8&av LILEL®
potenlial in africans beyund slave labour,
pervants or fars labour. Nevertheless,
aiaslion atations were opensd and provided
foras of peelé education For alfricans.

The most impartant of these was established|
by @misslonaries at Kilnerton, neat
Pretoria, in 1885, training afrlecans

g8 teachers; @ ainimum of standerd threes
was Lhe entrance gualification. In 17048

the firgt superintendent of Nabtiwve
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Education in thne Transvasl was appointed
glony with Lhe lntroduction of a special
curriculum for africen children. Frogress
kv Lhe UFS was sven slower, #ith Loken
funds being provided to the mission
stations.

In Natal, following the military
gafeat of the .f.ul'u.1 a policy of sesgregatio
wad intfoduced, and the governmenk set
up a number of mission reserves each of
which wad pleced under the eontral of a

mlssion society and held im btrust for
gfricans. Schools and churches VerTe




st up. and missiomaries had the sole
right to use the available labour. Adams
College was estaolished in 1853, and a
seminacy was set up for girles at [nands

in 1B6%. The L4461 Matal Native Commission,
in @Eking ppcommendations For industrial
education, pushed For an education whoae
guality would ensure the promation of an
unakilled work force. In 1912 there were
18 00U africans in 232 primacy schools,

5 bndusirial centres and 3 Leacher training
colleges in Matal. fhe Umion of South

Alfrice inherited an sducational ayabiem

for africansg Lhat was grossly un;utn in its
distribution and Ffor the first 40 years

af its existence, the state played a very
minor role in africem bducetion, whigh
centinued Lo be controlled and run by
missionaries.

Apart from higher education, comtrel
was placed in the hands of the Provinces,
who had differing sttitudes towards
african sducation. laxation was esployed
a8 & method of obtelning Fundas Far 'Mative
Schooling' but the central government
intervened with the result that expansion
#lowed down, dy 1943 all general tax was
chafnneled. into the education asccount,
but fimamee contributed by the provinces
was less than recurrent expenditure amd
did not provide for bukluings orf glnundtf
The pericd of the Greal Depression was
characlteriged by stagndtion in terms of
general expenditure on africen educatlion,
although the nusbers enrolled at school
rose steadily. In 1936 it wae estimated
that 18,1 percent of all africaen children
were enrolled at schoal. in 1948 27,4

percent, and in 1951 30 percenkt. Those
flyures ahould be resd with care since Lhe
aajority of those abltending schuul usually
stayed for wunder four years.

In 1936 anm inkterdepartmenial commities
on Malive Education recommended that !
althouyh it would be unrealistic For the
state to take owver afrleamn educallon
from the missiona it should play & part
in Financinmng such education. The committee
repories that the aims of educabtion were
dafferent for different people:

"Ihe sducation of the white child

prepares him for & life in a dominant

"gsociety and the education alf the
black child for a saubordinate society
eessLimbitas {of Native Educabtion]
form part of the whole social and
egonomic struckure of the country
v e (9]

dy the onaet of Nationalist rule in

South Africa, the missionaries had

achigved what coloniste like Lrey and
Theal nad hoped they would achieve: the

estaclishment of a small service clases
of doctors, lawyers,; nuraass,. teachers
and religlous leaders. .

It is tu the reaislance which Lhe
barren structures of black education
gave rise that we mow turn.

The Sambata rebellion of 190§ in
fuvluland marked the last of the tribal
wars against enforced white rule. Hefore
the Act of Union of 1910 was passed, &
feeling began ko develop of a wider
unity betwsn africans, and this was
arganisationally expressed in 1912 with
the Toundation of the Soulh African
Hative National Congress, which in 1925
changed its name ta the African National
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tunurnni (ANCY. Its founding members were
by and larye a produet of the education
aysitem under review. Ubher Qwportent

enfly resistance movemenks to oppression
wers the lndustrial and Commerciesl Workecs
Umion {(1CU) formed under Lhe leadership

af Clemens Eadalie in L21%, and the
Comnunisat Farty of South Africa founded

in L1921,

The period between 1320 and Lhe
introduction of Bentu Education im 1953
wiad thatfacterised by pericdic unrest in
black achools throughowt the countey.
Thess :frihsu ware generally dirscted
myainst the prevelling conditions of
poaf lMood. enforced senual labour and
Ehe nareh punishment mested out by
teachers. lm February 1720 students at
KEllnerton skruck for more Faed, and in
the same yoar theological atudents at
Lovedales cumalbied arson in protest
againdt the pouor quality of Tood bthat
they ware receiving, causing damage
estimabied ak between L£3 000 and £5 U,
Those involved in the sttsck were charged
and feceiwved a series of sentences and
fines,

Noting the blatant discrepencies ‘in
the South Africam education system, the
Commpunist Party set up a nuaber of night
gchools which, wnder adverse circumatbtances .,
aimed at Infurmal worker educatlon,
Sterted in Johannesburg, the ides spread
te Cape Town where in 1936 & gschool was
starled im Districk Six. Persecutionm of
conmunisats saw the deindling of these
bukt the lapetus was regalned by
tadical students who et up the African

schoola



College in Johannesburg in 1739, and

the sarly 19408 savw a Tlouriahing of theas
schools which desplte handicaps and harsh
conditions made notable yet limited
pragreas.(10)

The Formation of the Congress Youlbh
League [(CYL) of the AMC in 1943 saw the
atteapk ko win recruits at the University
College of Fort Ware, but slthough student
strikes often occured im response ko
outside svents, they wore not called by
political organisationa. The accesa which
the studentsé had to the wider struggle
often spurred them into action. In August
1946. m serious riot broke oulbt abt Lovedals,
and in the unofficial Commisaslon of
Imquiry set wp under Douglas Smit, evidence
was given that students involwved had
responded to a call to suppoct the african
mineworkers in thele 1746 skrike. The
Lovedale strike was followed by & number
of strikes in the Cape and Tranaveal,
culminating in the sitdown strike at the
Bathesds Uantu Training College near
Fietersburg at the sand of 1946, The coming
to power of Ehe Mationaliskts An 1744
furkher aggravated the situation, and was
probacly largely instrumental in Foart
Hare students coming out im sBupport of
a sitdown aktrike called by nurses at the
Wictoria Hospital in J94%. The Universilty
iteelf was becoming & Forus For political
activity, and the CYL geined wide support,
althougn many students held back,; sspiring
to the class position which thelir

university degree certificetes would
affer lhll.‘ll:‘

The coming to power of the

Hationalists and the advent of the policy
of Apartheid corresponded to an atbtempk

to re-create '"tredltiomal teibal life',

83 is shown in the "homelands' policy

whnich was fallowed. In January L9&4%, the
government sppuinted a commission under

the chairmanship of Dr W Eiselem, with
terms of refersnce including the following:

“The formulation of the principles

and aimne of sducation for natives as

an indepandent rece, in which their
past and present, thelr imherent
racial qualities, their distinctive
characteriatics amd aptitude, and
their nesds wnder ever-changing
aocial conditions are taken inte

consideration."{ 1)

The Eiselen Conmisaion Labled lks repock

im L7251, It noted that africens were
totally opposed to any education specially
adapted "Ffar the Bantu'. However, the
Coamission supported the separate sxistence
of & black sduceation system, and argued
that dantu education would have & cenlral
and dynamic role to play in the develop-
sent of @ specific socio-sconomic policy
planned For african peaople.(13)

In 1951 the dentu Authorities Act was
passed in Parlisment. providing for the
eatablishment in Lthe I‘Illl!"llﬂl af tribal.
regional and territorisl authorities, in
195% the Bantu Education Act was pasased
wnereby Lhe major recommendations of Lhe
Ciselen Commimeion n}cl-. law. The .
essential unity of purpose im the passing
of thess laws was made explicit in
sbtatements made by the Hinister of Native
Affaies, Ur Vervoerd, and sarve Lo show
the Llink betwesn educational structures
and the rest of sociekty.
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“Hy department®s policy is that
education ahould stand with both fest
in the desstves and have its roots

in the spirit and being of Bantu
sociekty...The basis of the provisien
and organisatien of sducation in &
Bantu socleky should, where possible,
be the tribal orgenismtion™.

Speaking of the previously sxisting form
of african epducation, Verwoerd furither
conmented that

"Education has served to create a
class of sducated and semi-gpducated
parsons without the corresponding
socia=-sconomic development which
ahould accompany 1k. This is the class
whigh hes learned to belisve that it
is sbove its own people and feelw
that ites spiritual, sconomic and
political home ls among the civilised
commaunity of South Africa, les the
Europsans . anid fesls Frustrated
because its wishes have nobt Dean
realiged. *(La)

The '‘solution’ sccording te Verwoerd,
should pe sought kn the Ffact that

= ..pducation would {(now)] have its

roats snktirely in the Nablve Aress

gnd in the Netive snvironment and

MNative community. The schaol must

#quip him to mest the demands which

the sconomic life will imposs on

him ..There i® no place for him abowve

the level of certain forms of labour

ss=sFor that reasen it is of no

avail for him ke recelve & training

which has a8 its aim lhlnr:tinn in

the Evropean commaunity.=(1%)

In terms of the dantu Education Ack
all missiocn schools wers placed undar
atate contral, The 155& the siate"s yearly
contribution ko african education was
Fised at AlSmillion, and excess expenditure
was to be mat by the african taxpayer.
Attempts to Further cut back expenditure

were seen in Vervoerd's announcemenk that




it would be departeental policy to esmploy
somen bteachara in primsry schools, and

thakt nev salary scales for teachers would
be lews Fevoursble than thoae sxisting

st the time.

Speacheaded by mn ANC recharged

with the new miliktency of the Youth

Leaguw, the 19508 saw the beginning of mass
attion in opposition to Apartheid
legislation. In 1930 the Suppression of
Communism Act wes passed and the Enlfunllt
Farty was banned fallowing I.hly Doy sbay
avay it had orgenised. The stay awsy was ko
become one of the major tactics of the ARC,
and has characterised sktruggle to the
present dey. 1952 - 33 saw bthe launching of
a series of pessive reslatence campaigna

by the ANC, to which the state replisd with
violence, intimidation and repression,
resulting in hundreds of arrests.
Hesintance to Bentu Education was inltisted
"im 19% with a boycotkt, Raving imitiml
,Success on the Witwatersrand. Un April
‘2let it was reported that over 10 00O
children from different centres on the
Rand wers. out of school.(lé) Verwoerd
responded by expelling sbout 7 QOO

students who persistently refused Lo

return to school, but they were later
re-admitted on condition that there would
be no further boycotts.

In 1955 the African Educatlion Movesent

{BEM) wam Formed, snd Burwvived undar
‘increaslng governmenlt harassment wr
L1Pe0, lis members end leaders were beo' ..
and were Forced to impart informal
educablen sinee the state had a ménopoly nni
black sducation.
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The struggle withimn sducational
institutions grew as bleck students
conktinued to protest ageinmest racist
aducation. The headasster of Adams College,
Rev L Grank, cpposed the Bantu Cducation
Agt. Before long the government selized
control of the institutionm, reneming it
the Amanrzimbtobl Iulu Treinmning Colleye, and
replacing must of the staff with government

“employees. Discontent spread to the student

bady, who Initiated a passive resisbance
campaign in responss Lo a white beacher
striking a black worker. Studsnts ware
arrasted, expalled, and in 1960 50 students
walked out in protest at the stendard of
tuition The CYL continued to teke the
lead at Fort Hare; and Following the
institution of & commission of Lnguiry

inte conditions on the campus, the SRC
resiyned and students boycolled the

gradustion ceramony .

In 1¥%¥, im a lugical Follaw-up ko
the Bantuy Education Act, the Extentien af
Universities Act was passed, prohibiting
the "open universilies' (which then and
now coaprise predominently whikte :l.tu:l.n_l;
members) from registering black students.
Furt Hare wam Lo be open Lo Xhosa-speaking
africans only, and two nev tribel colleges,
lurfloap and Myoye, were opened.
‘Coloureds’ wers re-directed te the
Univeraily of the Western Cape., and
Indian® to the Universily of Durban=
Westwille, Protest to this Ack wes largely

glie, gnd the Universities of Cape
Town ond Witwstersramd wnvelled plagues
proclaiming their commitasents to the ldeasl
af an "open university®. ond inktroduced
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annual "scademic Freedom® lectures. Staff
and sludenkts atk Fort dare passed sbtcongly
worded resolutlions, and the state reacted
by purging staff memsbers, including an
ANC member Professor IK Mathews, who was
Fforeed to resign his position as Wice
Principal. Inm 1963 & nusber of students
wore refused re-adaisslon. SACa were
forced to disaffiliste from the
predominantly white liberal Hational Union
of South Afcican Studenta (NUSAS). The
impending student reaction weas stemmed when
studeanta were forced by ll.lth.l;lt.l.ti.ll to ]
gigyn 8 declaration of acceptance aof the
colleys regulations. Jdantu Educstion haud
been implesented: mother Longue was .
introduced in all african primary schools
and by the end af the 1950a had been
axtended to the Firet ¢lase of sscondary
achaala. The Extention of Universities
Ackt had extended Bentu Education to mll
levels of african sducation.

e anti-pass lews campalgn of April
1%60 was followed by the banming of the
ANC and PAC. The ANC launched .- campaign
of ssbotage, having mounted & secret
armed wing,; Umkhonto we Slizwe (MK), while
certain PAC energiss were channelled
inte Pogo.{Ll7)

A& huge arcay of repressive machinery
was constructed Lo destroy opposition
in the couwnkry. In July 1963 the police
swooped on B Rivonia farm near Johannesbury
and arrosted such of the HE leadersahip,
ineluding Vandela. Sisulu end Hbekl, who
warg centenced to Life imprisonment in
the trial that Tollowed. Those who escaped
the police net regrouped overseas and



began to conduckt escklivity from exile. This
left & vaccuum within the country, which
wos eventually Filled by ideas and
organisations coming from the black
CARpUBRS .

The 17608 aas an affork by black
students to affiliate to WUSAS, Formed
bm L1924, NUSAS had never been Tully able
to break wikth the white liberal position.
Despite progressive elements within its
ranks, Lt weas never really able Eo pose
8 & radical orgonisetion. In 1960, despile
g rising militancy in YUSAS action, tha
black student body lead by Steve Biko
pactially broke from MUSAS, and founded
thie South Africanm Students Organisation
(SASUY . This action led Ea the Formation
of s black consciousness posltion,
inapired largely by the idess of 3SAS0,

and holding Ehat black students hed ko
orgenise on their own, independently of
white organisations &nd influences. Thaeir
ideas are reflected in ths pressble to the
SASU comatitukion; writtem in July 1970.

f"Jhareas wa, the black students of
South Africa, hawving examined and
asseseed the role of black students
in the struggle for the smencipation
of the black people in Souith Africa
and the betterment of thelr social,
political and economic lot; and
having wnconditionally declared our
lack of faith in the genuiness and
capability of multi-racial
organisations and individual whites
in the country to effeet rapid social
chanyes....do commit ourselves to
the realisatipn of Lthe worth of the
black man. the assertionm ol hia

human dagnity end to promoting
consciouanass and self-reliance of
the black communlby™ .

SASU beyen to LAavelwve itaslf in the

literacy campaigns and community projects
imnitimted by the Universiky Christlan
Hovemank [UCHM) .

Black resisatence in the 19708 wam
of tean characterised by Black Consciousness
in setion, and 19721 saw the Foundation of
the Black Feoples' Convention (BFC) end
its subsidiary, the Black Comnunity
Projact (BCP).

Despite ite avowed 'black self-
gufficisngy", black conscicusneas
groups Ffound themselves collaborating
with white libsrals such as Uoneld Woods
as wnll as white clergymen, as black
consciousness took on & religiocwa tone
in its commitment to 'dlack Theology'.

In April 1972 OR Tiro, a fFormer SRC
pregidant of Turfloop presented a speech
to sesenbled students Ln which he critcised
discrimination in education, and the
entire spartheid system. In early Hay,
Tire was expelled;, and @ boycoktk af
legtures took place, Fallowed by &
closure af the Univeraity. The boyesatt
spread to other black campuses, and by
June all black universities were on
beyeatt. Attenkion in the press was
diverted ta the white universities whare
HUSAS launched & "Free Education' campaign
whigh the polies erushed uaing violeance.

Im 1573 black workers took the lead,
and in the period until June L1974 over
JU0 strikes involwving 80 OOD black workers
veeured. During this period more than
170 black miners were killed by police,
and U were injured. fhe University af
vurban=-Westwville held protesl prayer
meebtings and SAS50 condemfed the shootimgs,
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but it was the white campuses who conducted
_the must overt action carrying their
protest to the AnglezsAmerican hesadguerters,
while Turfloop students remowved their SRC
for failing to arrange & proteast mesting.
Ihe overthrow of Ehe Caetano government
in Portugal inm April 1974 created the
impetus for 4PC and 5A50 actlon, and
25th Seplember was declared a day for
nationwide pro-Frelimo rallies. The
Minister of Folice reacted by banning
all BPFC-5A50 gatherings for & month,
Bubl in Durban at Curries Fountain a
crowd gathered, only te be disparsed by
police. Many WPC=3A5U0 leaders were
supsequently oetained, and remained im
detention for long periocds. 5tudents
gathered at Turfloop; but were dispersed
by police with dogs, and Lwo Bltudenits ware
arrested. The urlversity closed soon after
for ite mid-term vacation, and on re-
opening. the S5AC presidenit was detalned.
Impstus was losk, howpver, when students
chose Lo write examinations, rather than
conktinue the poycokbtt which they had begun.
Hlack students at secondary schools
were not inactive durlng this period, and
a nuaber of organisations were Tormed,
the most imporktent of which was the South
African Students Hovement (SASHM) which was
initially conatituted in Sowetbto, bult
raplioly gained a following throughout the
country. S5A5SH was originally formed as
the African Student Hovement in 1770, bul
im 1272 it made contact with schoaols in
the Castern Cape and Eastern Tranasvaal,
and reconstituted Liaell as SASH. Deapite
the cloas Lies which 5A5H maintained with




SA5SU, khe 1976 Secretary deneral, Tabello
Muotapanyane. denied that the movesent was
an offahisat of 5A5D. IL haa been claimed
that 5454 had Links with Lhe ANC. of which
Hotapanyane himsell was & asmber. 5354 was
Lo play a major role in the 1976 rebellion.
Fellowing the Sharpevilie massecres
of 1%&60, the South African econoay enjoyed
a period of rapid growth as direet fureign
inveatment increased; caused by the Weat'ls
need far skrategic minerdals and raw
materiala. In addition, the West began.

large scale investment in South Africa's
manufacturing lnduabry. 8o Lhal by 1946
the latter mnad aovertaken mining awm fnrp[qn_

capital's wejor eoncern. Qhe rapid
industrialisation thal Followed as South
Africa move towards stete monopoly
capitulist development made fresh demands
on the Hantu Education system. In order
‘to makntain a steady growth rekte inm the
South Africen economy. bleack workers had
Lo be shifted into gpemi-skilled and
skilled joo categoriesa. lhe gowvernment
was slow to eclt, ouk yranted & "concession’
of allowing private funding of Bantw
Education. In 1978 Anylo-American, the
Johannesburg City Council snd the Bantu
Welfare Trust donated large sums of money
“Foar african education, snd the TEACH fMund
wad launched by the Star nevspaper to
callect funde for wullding clasarcona. The
latter effort failed ko deal with &
growing shortage of accommodation For
#tudents entering secondary schoola, and
provlems became ascute in Sowete im 1976,
The situation was made worse when the
bepartment of Bantu Education snnounced

Lhe siflorcement af Lhe ruale that half of
the school subjects were to be taught im
Afpikagns as the medisn of inaktruclion.
[lig muwe wad to be the immediale cause

~ol the 1976 wprising.

Durkng this perliod, the sconomy

gntered a recession, and im 12746 induastrisll

goliviky dropped significankly . Many

black verkers were laid of F, and uneaplay-
Aenk rose vangerously . Prices Scared as
inf lation ate up black wages. Food prices
rozc at & rale of M) percent. @0 that in
day 1376 the poverty datum 1ine in EﬂIitﬂ:

‘ was eFaLblaabed at R1Z9,0% & month = 75 !
i pereent higher Lhan AL hed been in

Asvenper 1770  Ihe average black Tamily
was egsbimated to be earning RT3 @ month.

In March L9746 Lhe Thomas Hofolo School
i Guweto had Afrikeans as medlum af
instruction impoged on it. Ap iemediale
ltuq-nt probtest resulted and police were
called in to disgipline the students.
The discontent spresd to other Sé;uln
schoals. Un 13th June, SASH ogcided to
nold a mass. demonstration against the
lapagition of Afrikaans a8 medium of
instructiuvn

L]
ang formed an Acthion Commitiee

under the leadership of Taietsi Mashinink.
dn June 16th, Zu 000 studenkts marched
through 5oweko in what was intended to be
@ pesceful demonatration. The police opened
Fire, and ll=ygar old Mector FeLerson
becafne the TFifsk wictim of the 1974
rebellion. Students responded with violence
and vehicles celonging to the West Hanu
dantu Affairs Administrotion Board were
purnt and its offices destroyed, qunhplli,
liguor stores, & benk and a hotel as well
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8% several post uffices were burnt. Within
d& huurs the wunrcat hed spread throughoot
Sowele, and more vehicles and buildings
wEra burnk. Prime Jdinister Voraler
announced in Parlissent that police hed
bedn InEtructed Lu maintelin "law and order’
et all comts.[LY) )

The Fullowing weeks saw the rebellion
Spreading bto townanlps bhrowghoul Lhe
cuuntry . a8 5A5M threw iks eftorts into
spreading resistance to Jdantu Education
theouyhvut the country.(1%7) Iln Auguat Lhe
revolt took on new disensionms as Lhe Cape

'Eninuriu; studen ks came owk in support
af Lhe african sehool rebellion. Whalt had
started as & peaceful protesl mareh
againsl the isposition of Afrikaeens aa

a aedium of instruction had turned inlo

a full-seale rebellion in which pﬁlitu
ghet, and shol te kill.

Ihe siabe rescied in marly July and in
an Attenpt to mollify the stuwdents, vithdrew
Afrikaans ss & medium of instruction, and
anngunced that Lhe schools sould re-opan
o July Zind., dashinini called Far &
return to class, prepably im oA attespt Lo
sryanise the students; which wuould be
lapoaaiple If Lhey were scattered in the
sbtreets. His call wao o fFailure, but onm
Tu Ud.dl Aasninini Qot his chance to
address students at & HPA mesting at
Regina dundl Church and called for sach
gehoal to send Led delegates to a mepting
snd reaffirmed the return-to-class call,
Ine police reacted by raiding sechools and
detaining atudents. Students responded by
calling & satay-away on 76.00.034 and
initiated the firat of & number of attempts




te Form aome form of worker=studant
gllignce. A march on the cliy nlnirq 'ﬂf
organised by the 35HC, buk falled to geL
beyond Soweto and was fired on by police,
leaving thres students dead. A fresh wawve
of student wialenee esnsued and the rebels
lion spread beyond Sowsto to the Eamtern
and Western Cepe. Un.TE,06.0% "coloured’
students burned down khe adwinistration
pulldings of the University of the Wastarn
Cape. Events in Sowebto also spread to
other pacts of the Tramsvaal, as two
gchoals in Carankuws snd three in Middel-
burg were burned down. In mid-August Henry
Kissinger, the US secretary of stats,
wisited South Africa and Soweto students
geested him with slogans that were ko
receive world-wide publicitys

“Kissinger your wisit te Azania is

bullshik. Even animals are angry."

The solidarity shown by coloured
students in the Western Cape was sn
importent landmark Ln the atruggle. Umtil
1743 caloured schools were by and large
in the handes of state-aided misslons,; butl
later came undar the control of the
Department of Coloured AFfairs. There ware
platant diserepencies - A4A) was spant
annually on svery whibe child, but only
RlZE on sech coloured child. The
government rejected the recommendatlons
for the remaval of some of the barriers te
coloursd advencemant contained in the
Theron commission, tabled in parlisment
on TE.US8.08. The attempted divisive

tactics of the spartheid regime, to enforce
separation between africans apd coloureds ;.

had elearly failed when Aogust, 1976, sav

‘the coloured students Firmly identifying ;
 themsslves &s-parkt of the oppresssd black
' -majority. Eﬂlﬂli.iﬂ_tlp. Town snbraced
‘both coloursd and african tawnships as
_yuLthn and adults boyegobted, demonstrated
and Faced conseguent police sction, AL Lthe
beginning of September, Ffirst africans and
then coloureds streamed inte central Cape
Town and staged demonatrations. On the
sacond day .of central ecity demeonstrations,
- police sealed of f the elity centrs and
responded ferocclously with batons end tear
gas. In the Easktern Cape, suthorities aleo
tried to crush the revalt. In sarly Agpguat
students wers shot in New Brighton {Port
Elizebeth) snd Hdentsane (Cast London)-as
the unreat spread te nearby l:l.i.hucluﬁlﬂﬂ
the Transkei esnd Ciekel. '
As has besn sean, sarly Auvgust sew Ethe
first mttempts to initiate & worker-
student allisnce, and the stay-sway call
was heeded by sn estimeted 50 to &0% of
the Johannesburg workforce. The second
stay-away was called For 76.08.213

An 55HC pamphlet read:
"The racists in our last
demonskration - called by ths eynice
& riot = loat millions of rands &8 &
result of people not golng te work.
Thus they thought of imsediately
breaking up the student-worker allisnce.
They immediately_ called on workers to
carry knobkerries and swords ...
parent worksca . w want to awvoid
further shootings - and this can be
done by you kes 1n? st home without
peing stopped.={210

The call waa hesded by ® reported TO%

of Johannesburg's black workforce.(Zl) But
the leaflet proved prophetic, as Mrimhlope

migrant hoskel dwellers went on the rampage
repartedly with police backing, sttacking

' studénts, parents and their proparty. Chief

. :Gutehe Buthelezi flew up from KweZulu in an

sttempt to calm the situstien, but it has
‘bean claimsd ‘it wam ths students themsslves
‘ whio effected & recongilistion with the
hostel dwsllets. Migrent workers estively
‘pupparted the thicd stay-avay on 74.09.13-
'15+ when police responded by going froa
house to house in perts;of Soweto and
Alexendre, sttempting te force people te
go ko work. Tne Ffourth Azikhwelwa (we shall
not ride) call of November 1 - 3 was &
sralative Failure, partially esplained by
the harsh attitude that employers began
to adopt, thrsatening workers with .
dismissal. The S58C eall to workers to
beycott liquor, Christmss shopping and
‘tolesbrations wad generally & Success am
Johannesburyg businessmen reported =
general slump in sales Ffor December

1376 .
The grestest wvictoriss won by the SSRC

wars those relating to the proposed rent
increases, and the sbolition of the Urban
Bantu Council in Sowsto. WRAB ennounced
that From May 1277 site rentals wers to
be raised by H4 percent, students marched
in protest to the Urban Bentu Council
Chambers, which had agreed to the rent
increase For Soweto. The march ended in
stone throwing, tearges and shooting,

but wiltimetely the resignation of the UBL
was ootained, snd Ehe rent increase
vithdrawn .

In February 1%80, the Cillie
Conmission, set wp inm 1976 to investigats
the causes of the Jume uprising, tabled
its report. In its Findings, a clear
relationship between education and the




form of capitalisa pesculiar to Soulth
Africe sserges. The immediate causs of
the uvprising in Sowsto was held to be
"the snforcement of Afriksans as & medium
of instruction in the mchools, but &
pusbar of other contributing Factors are
mentionsed by the report. Thay include
influx gonkrol laws the Group Areas Act,
Jthe ‘homslend' policy and the citizenship
issus sk applied to wrban africans. The
commission Found that orgenisations such
me bhe ANC, SACP, PAC and SAS0 had played
an mctive role in the rebellion, while
" damsge suffered by the Administration
Boarde totalled ower RI? million.
Cillie noted thak
"ghen in the course of the riots,
Bantu Education had wirtuslly
supsrcadesd Afriksans as tha rioters
dissatisfaction, there were many who
descsibad the object of this system
28 @ deliberate attempt to trainm the
bieck pupil in such & way that he
be subservient to the white man, or
put more strongly; that ha would
camsin the oppressor's slave.(22)
_These Tindings have an scho in the words
af Seatlholo, Heshinini's sucosssor as
SSAC chelraeny
"We shall. reject the whole system. ol
ganiu Education whose aim is to reduce
us, mantally and physically. into

"‘newers of wood and drawers of
vaker"=.(25)

It was at the politico-sconomic level
howswver whers the fundamentsl! causes of
the rebellion vere Lo be sought:

"Discrimination which hes slways been
considered unjusk heas sngendersd not
only dissstisfection but also & grest
hatred in many. This dissstisfactlion
and habtced were soms of the malm .

"poyecobtt against colcured sducation Iin Ehe

. promissd to look into coloured student

factors that crested the milisu and

the spicit of revelt™.(24)

In 1700 coloufed students In Lhe
Western Cape left the events of 1976
valiind a8 their slogana went well beyond
sducativnul demonds, and tackled their
vary foundations: apartheid and its role
in Lhe development of capitalisa in South |}
Africe. April macked the Leginning of a

Cape: it spread rapidly through the
countiy. and I.m:l;nhll indian and african
sludents. At the snd of Lhe moalh daselodi
pupils joined the boycoti. and 1 500
students from 4 schools were sent home.
while 7 were detained by pollice. Amidat
reports that 1980 could turm inte snother
#S5oweto'. Cape students called for the
realignation of the Hinister of Coloured
Helations, Aarais Steyn. While the latier

yrievances, Prime Ninister Botha and his
Hinister of Police, le Lrange, wafned that

they would Jdesl harshly with dissenters,
and baton charges and tearsmoke one again

becams common in the townships. Un April
JO0Lh police arrested about B&0 pupils at
a protest mestimg held at Bosmank High in
Jopannesburg. Charges under the Riotous
Assesmplies Act were sventually dropped by
Lthe |.I,_.|I'.- but detention amd interrogation
of sehool children becase cozmon.

The boycott spread to black university
campuses in Natal. while striking school
children from Evadashu township were
uryed by Gatsha Buiheleri te relurn Lo
classes . While Priae Hinister Botha

called for a proba into all Soulh African

education; studenis at more that 200
overseas universilies took part im an
International Jay of Selivarity with Soutbh
Alfican students. dlack parents played a
prominent role amiocst calls for & sorker-
student alliance. At a gathering called
by purents in Parow. & decision was

taken tu coycobl a particelar cusiness
for two cays. une of Live parents present
claimed that while this action "will nat
eripple the merchants economically...it'
will make Lhe people aware™.[25%)

dWhat has oeen remarkable abuoul the
sltudent strugyles thiw yrar iz the level
of awarenses and qu..i'll..l'.iﬂl‘.inn digplayesd
in the stuvents® senifestos and slogans.
Wheress Soweto '76 was clesrly inspired
by the sceclogy of bleck tonsciousness,
the JUs have witnessed the growth of
student understanding of the dynamice of
capitalist exploitation, and apartheid's
role in ik, The students of the Western
Ceape had noted thakt equal education is
useless in & sociebty based on exploltation.
A clear attempt has been made ti situate
their cemands within & wider context:

“We must see how...shoert ters demands
are linked up with the politieal and
sconomic aystem of this country. We
must see how the Fall-pass rate in
achools are linked up with the labour
supply for Lhe capitalist system..”

Stressing Lie impurtance of & worker-

#htudent allliance, the studenits have sald
Lhat

“Our parents. the workers, sre...
wkrony. Tuey have power. We," the
students. cannot shake Lhe governRent
in the game way....de have ygot to




link up our struggle with the struggle

of the black workers. Qur parents

have got to wnderstand that we will
not be "educated’ and "traimed' to
become slaves in apartheid-capitalist
gocigty.... L T)ogether wikth our

parents {we) must Ery to work out a

new fubture. A future where there will

be# no racism or szploitation, no
aparthald, no insguality of class

or sex."

The students have anmlysed the role
of education:

"The two Functiona of education hawve

peen thoreughly discussed by studenkts.

The one is ideclogical control by

the state. The secend one is to

prepare us for & specifie labour

markelk."

The students of 1976 found Ethemaelves
in a posltion where thelr guiding ideology
wad lid¥ten for the purposes of wider
demands. which they atbtempbted to formulate
as the revolt developed. Their attemspta
ab an alliance with workers was weakened,;
inter amlia by their pelief thal Ehey would
lead that alliance.

. The black consciousness poaltion
claimed to oppose both caplitalise and
socialiam, which were ssen a8 foreign and
imperialistic. dlack consciousness was
geen a8 itself able to Formulate
political, social and economic demands
which could be Found in Ehe heritage af
"black cullure', and would ensure the
creation of & new social order. This meant
that the black conscious posiltion tended
to distance itaelf from the mass of
gxploited Soukth Africans: black workers.
It is highly unlikely that sembers of the
vlack working clasa felt & cultural

‘paptiness’ described in some black

consciousness writinge, nor the necessity
ko realise their blackness. This Frﬂbll-

was clearly reslised by some of the 'j
black conscicusmess analysts themselves.
Geala noted that

"...ht i®s only the slite that are
plagued by the problem of identilky.
Not the mass of the black people.

The common black people have no ceason
to worry ebout blesckness. They newvet
in the Firsakt place Fownd themsslves
gutaide ofF abowve Lthe canbtext aof

being black ."(24&)

The struggles originating im the
plack educational structures of South
African society hawe Lended to reflect
the ﬁnuntrrvldt basis of conflict in

-nclitr- Certain gtatements issusd by the
Caps studenls Buggest that they are )

aware of thelr own limitetions
as sktudents. They have seen Ehat Lhe

mo8 L important aspect of any Iﬂthlr—lkuﬂlﬂF

@lliance is Tor Black workers ko leasd,
and Lo ses how, through thelr own sction,
they are able Lo bring their exploitation
to an and. 1t is this challenge 'hiqﬁ

the 1760 plack student revolt has placed
befare progressive movements and
organisstions in South Africs.
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