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'politics® has a number of disturbing
implications.

Firatly, the separation between work-
place and community is one that arises
out of capitalist production itself (see
the article on Rents in this regard); but-
this separation is also maintained by the
state ag a mechaniam of cantral. The
effect is that while the townships may be
ablaze, production in the factories
continues; while workers boycott buses

they still walk to the factories; while
rent protests texe place, the unions and

management maintain wage agreements.

The second effect of this
separation between work-place and community
is that many issues are handed over to
non-working class interests; whiech tend
to mobilise the working class for ends
that have precious little to do with
vworkers. If this takes place; it becomes
8 self-fulfilling prophecy as Tar as the
"point-of -productionists’ are concerned:
they decline involvement in non-Factory
floor issues,; and then claim that such
issues are led by the petty bougecisie
For thelir own ends.

A third implication; in the "outh
African conktext, is that the reality of
colour discrimination (rather than colour
as a factor in exploitation) is of
necessity ignored as having nothing to
do with the '"point of production'. This
means that discrimination in the fields
of educsation, health, housing, etec.
are perceived to be of pecipheral interest
to workers' organisations. '

A fourth implication is that members
of the working class outside of the
point of production {(the unemployed) are
placed in & position of confliect with
employed workers. This weakens the position
of workers in strikes and dismissal
situations; as the unemployed end up
competing with the employed for jobs.

Tha sbove pointa have particular
relevance for the sassssament of three
important asreas of conflict which the
editors of WIP believe are developing.
These relate toc the questions of rents,
transpart, and black schooling. In
each of these areas, asctivity is clearly
inereasing; and resistance to certain
dynamica intensifying. Whiles none of
these mre 'point-of-production' issues,

they are of direct concern to the working
class., The clese basis of leadership and
activity in these areas is of great
importance: whether the demands made
contein & working class or petty bourgecis
content will crucislly effect the outcome
of struggle around these issues.

The editers of WIP request readers to
contribute information, and thelr
understanding of these important issues:
Rents: rents and service charges have
rocketed in many townships in the Transvaal
and the Drange Free State. Mot all
increases are covered in the newspapers,
and when they are reported on it is
frequently inadequate. We need to know
where increases have taken place, or are
planned; who ia in charge of rents,
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how are increases being justified; how
gre townshipe financed; what resistance
has there peen to rent increases in the
past; what are the current responses, etc.
Transport: Bus fares have increased, or
new increases &re proposed right across
South Africa. WIP hes already drawn
attention to some of these increases,

and tried to anelyes the events lnvolwed.
However, we need much more information -
especially on the communities involved
(were they moved to their current ares;
where do the paople inrkl} who ownes the
bus companies; how many times and by how
much have fares been increased in recent
years, otc.

Schools: At present; '"ecoloured' pupils
ars protesting sbout Ethe inferior

gquality of the sducation they are
receiving, while many people believe that
no real changes have occurred in the
educational system Ffor efricans. Sporadic
incidants of opposition to the ayatem of
education in the bantustsns have also
bean reported on.

Politicml triels and Labour action:

In response to our last editorial, in which
HE.!lptllEud g desire to present more
detailed information on these catagories,
we have received certain econtributions
which have been included in this issue.
More information on specific triale
and strikes is still needed, and
readers are ssked to contribute regularly
in these aress.
-THE EDITORS.




LABOUR ACTION

THE ALLIED
PUBLISHING
DISPUTE

The Allied Publisthing Company was set up during
tha 19708 to undertake the distribution of all
Argus and SAAN nevspapers, as wvell as
distribution of a Few Lndependently owned
papers, It is owned jJjolntly by Argus, which

has approximately 60 of tha shares,; SAAN

which holdes 20% of sharesy; and the Hatal
Mercury which owns the remainder of shares

in the companys

DESPITE the fect that “he dispute betwesn
Alllied workers and management did not
ultimately result in strike sction {work
stoppages were averted on a number of
occasions), it did, nevertheless draw a
fair amount of publie attention,

Hest Allied workers are migrants snd have
had to work under wery trying conditions for
extremely low wages: st the beglnnlnn of 1980
the minipum wane at the Fira was RZ22=00 ner
week, The workers of Allied are no atranoecs
to trade unionism and industrial sckion,.
During the esarly 19708 the ODlack Allied
Workers Union (<idlU) made anm atbemspt to
ornanise them, however, Lt sppears that the
Union was unable to assist the workers, and

BA<U contact with Allied workers svantually
lapsed.

A number of atrikes have occurred during
tha 1970, In 1973 strest vendors went on
strike for higher wageas, The natuce of the
industry is such that management has to make
decisions gquilckly in the event of a work
stoppages After about an hour it was agreed
that commiession on newspapars sold would be
fncreassd slightly.

Early in 1976 drivears and street wvendora
atruck for hlgher peays Once againg managemant
granted wage increases, This time the strike
lasted almost a Tull day,.

In 1978, before Allied workets began
Jolning the Union; tha atrest vendors went
out on stcike and refused to pay in their
takings wntil & collesague, who had besn
dismissed, was relnstated, The man had been
disminaed after his Aresa Supervisor had Found
him "sitting dowun', Again, management was
forcead to esct gulekly and an hour after tha

atrikes began, thea man was reinstated,
Allied workers beoan organising themsslves

into the Commercial, Catering and Alliad
Ynrkers Unieon of South Africa (CCAWUSA) around
mid 1578, Thoss finvolved included strest-—
vendors,; clecke, drivers, delivarymen and a
number of athurs = salnly una:lilod workers.
ODuring the followlno twelve montha,
reguler nestings were held at which griesvances
wara discussed snd Zhop stewords were slected
to represent the wvarlous groups of workera.
Finally, during suguat 1°7#; whan Unlon
memberaship was consldered to be sufficiently
atrong, 1t was decided that management should
be approached with & viow to resolving Ehe
workers' grievances, On 29th August a lekter
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was written asking management to meat with

Union officlales and the shop stewards committes
to disguss thess grisvances; which included
such matters as wages, hours of work; back-=

pay Tor unpeld overtims work, verbal msnd
phyaical abuse by micdle-mansgemesnt, deductlions

from wages of penalties for various 'offences',
and a numbaer of other lzsuss,

On 12th Septesber a reply was recelved
from Allied inforaming the Union that all thaass
grisvances had been brought to manacamant®s
sttention by 1ts warious Limis~n Committees.
After consultation with the workers, the Union
wroke back pointing out that the workers had
Jolned the Union specificelly bescauss of their
dislllusionment with Liaison Committass,

that & number of shop stewarda wera in Fact
ex=Liaison Comnittes members who had resigned
from the Committesn, mnd that dus to this =
nuabar af thes Committess had csollapeed, Workers
now wished the Union to act as thelr official
mouthplace,

Allled's response to this was to demand
to know from CCAJUSA, "in order to get teo
know the Union better®, whether it had; or
intanded to, ranister in terms of the
Industrial Concilistion Acty; and also to
ask a8 number of guestlons ebout the Unlon and
its conatitutlon,

The shop stewards committee and the
pxecutive committes of EFAHUEA wete Informad
of this, and both Fforaulsted the same attltude
towarde 1%, Firstly, although the executive
cosoittes had decided to recommend to the next
CCAdUSA annual general meseting that tha Unlen
apply for registration, it was felt that the
issue was of no concern to Allied, Secondly,
bath committees agresd that the ather detalls




wanted by Allied should not be comnunicated
in writing. Instead, the flrm should ba told
that CCAJUSA would be happy to supply the
information at & mesting between management
and worker repressntatives, which should be
followsd by discusslon of the grisvances,; On
218t December s letter to this effact wes
sent to Allied.

The firm's reply to this left no doubt
that it was thelr intention not to communicats
further with the Union wntil thelr previous
guasstions were answversd in writing, At this
point it was decided that further pressure
be brought to bear on ths company, and =
pream conference was held where shop stewards
spoke of working conditions at the Tice,

The day after the appsarance of the presa
reporkte, CCAWUSA was contacted bi Allied
management who offersd to mest with Unlon
officiale (alone) and suggested that Mr Sam
van Coller, the acting director of the
Institutes for Industrial Aelations (IIR), to
which both CCAWUSA and Allied ware affiliated,
be saskad to act a8 & neutral chalrman and
advisor to both sides. (Thl full role of tha
IIR in the dispute ils ouscussed bDelow).

Naither of thess two proposals met with
the aonroval of Union officlals ar =hop
steavards, Mr wvan Coller was, howevery Linvited
to meot them to discuss the arrangements, The
shop stewards sventually reluctantly asgresd
that the Ficrst seeting could be held without
thelr pressnce. But it was unanimously
decided that Mr van Coller should not be
alloved to chalr the meating, ond if Allied
insisted on his prasenca it should be on the
understanding that he act as an adulsor to
thesw onlys

The meeting took place over two days =
the 20th and 22nd February, At the meating,
Union officials werse informed that Allied
would not consider granting Full recognition
to CCAWUSA wntil the Unlon had applied for
raglatration, and varlous othar conditions had
bean conpllied with, Until thenm, while the
Unlon would have accass to management to
discuss individual worker's grisvances;
matters such as vages and working hours
could not be negotiated. Hanagement would be
preparesd to discuss less important grisveances
with elected worker repressntatives in the
interim,

Menagement then circulacised thias
information to all its employees,; and told
thes to elact aight repressntatives to mest
with them on Tth March.

At this point the CCAUUSA offices were
inundated with & stream of Allied workers
obJectinag to this development. A number of
meetings were hald with the shop stewards
committes and 1t was decided to call & goneral
menting of Allied workars for Sth Merch,

Manageseant's differsnt attemptes to cevive
its Johannesburg lisison committess falled
dismally = they were totally boycotted., In
contrast; over 1Z0workers atiended the Unlon
meating the following day. Union officials
ware mandated to inform Allled managament
that workers would hawve nothing to do with
lisison committass, and that they werte glving
imanagement one wesk™ to agree to meat with
thelr representatives = both unlon officials
and ahop stewards = Lo discuss grievancesg
primacily wages, A Further general meseting
was then planned for the Following Saturdasy =
15th March - wharey iFf there had been no
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satisfectory response from managesment; a ﬂlt;
for a atriks would be declded on,

The day after management were informed of
thelr smployesa' views, they contacted the
Union and agresd to the workers' demand, and
& mesting was planned for 19th March.

dhen workers were informed af this on
15th Marchy they Tormulated wage demands
end declded that their decision to strike
(which was timed for 10am on Friday 21st
March) should stand, and would be called off
only if thalr representatives were satisfied
by management's reaction to thelir wege demands,
The demands waere some&thlng in the order of
a 70 increase on the Februacty 1960 wages.

The sworkers' representatives presented
thair demands on 19th March. After gauging
managament's responss they decided to oall
off the planned strike; and agresd to give
managament two weeks to consider the deamandas,
present them to the comm=nyls bpord of
directors; and Formulate a responss,

An indicstion of the afficiency of the
shop stowarts, and degiec of erganisatlion
amongst the workers is that although the
meating with sanagesment ended enly just before
midnight on the 1%th March, by 10=-00em the
naxt morning the vast ma jority of Unlon
members were Tully informed of tha outcomms
of ths mestings

A furthar mesting with managemant wam
held on Znd Aprlly and st a general meating
of Allled workers on Sth April, lateast
developasants werae discusesed,

Finally, on 10th April agreemsnt betwesn
the two partiss was reached. Wage Lncressss In
the reglon of 30 = 60 for most workers cama
into effect omn 13th Aprlil, together with the




introduction of a service allowance =cheme.
(These inoreases are over and above = 7 1/2%
scroas=the=board incresse granted by tha
company during March 1980), Tha agresmant
includes & provision that further wage
inereasss be negotisted In one years time.
The agreenent further provides fore
1)+ & non=victimipsation clausej
i1}, the Union's right to hold meetings on
company premises after working hoursj
1ii). = Union notice board at sach depot)
iv), the replacemgnt of llaison committess by
& shép steward systamj
v), reasonable time off with pay to be granted
to shop stewards Tor trade unlon educationg
wi)s & commitment by the Union not to "eoall
upon or compal® Alliesd workars to
pacticipats in worker actien which would
disrupt normsl operations sxcept whers 1t
ralates to the publishing trade.

The role of the Institute for Industrial
Relations (IRA).

Thae first the Unlon heard of IRR
invaelvemant in the disputes was aftar tha prass
con®arsnee Tnte in January when Allled
managament wes reported to have said that it
had scted "etrictly within tha terms of thes
guidelines set down by the IRR™, When CCAYUSA
made sngquiries from the IAR as to whether this
was the cesey; an [natitubtes spokesman procesded
ko criticise what it percelved as CCAWUSA'wm
uncooperative behaviour In 1ts deallngs with
Allied up to that polnts

As mentlonad above,; the scting director
of the iR was pyt Fforward as a neutral chale=-
man a4t the Tirst mesting betwean tha Union
and #llied,; and that this suggnatlon was

rajocted by the worker roprasonti-tives.
Allied had furthar saked, and this waws
agresd to by CCAJUSA; that the IRR be

‘requested to do an sudit of Allied worker

mesbership of the Unions Howsvery; whan the job
had been half-completed, CCAWUSA received =
letter from the Institute saylng that

it 1o clesr...«that ths relatlsnship batwean
CCAWUSA and thae Institute ls such that thare
might be some doubt sbout the walidity af

the membership figures produced by the IRR.
As thls woyld defeat the purpose of the
sxarcise we fesl it necessary to adviss you
that we ats unable to procesd with the
exercieoe,” (By the time the agresmant was
aligned, ths membarship audit had not yvet

bean completed).

Some daya later,; Mes Fashininl, ths General
Seeretary of CCAWUSA, received a phone call
From Ar van Coller saying that he was
withdrawing from inwolveament in ths dispute.
Howsver; the IAR wrote & letter to the Union
during mig-PMarch informing CCABUSA thet the
Institute was sangeqed in providirg enursmes
for Allied management, Thess courses were to
teach senior managemant "negotisting skillas™
and middle management "Industrisl Ralationa® .

At 1te March mewting, CCAJUSA's executlve
committes declided that in view of the IRR's
rele in the dispute the Unlon should die=
affiliate from the organisation, In sddition,
Ms Mashinini, a membar of the Institute's
toard of Trustess, hss resigned from her
position there,

l. I'Ln!..

THE KAROO
MEAT
EXCHANGE
STRIKE

THE solidarity and detarmination of workers

in the Cepe Town mest industry was shown
during the strike by 59 Karoo Meat Exchange
workars im March this year.

Workers from 15 Caps Town mest factories
gathered seversl times during the atrike to
show their support for ths Kesroo workers.

And it is likely that if the workara'

demusnds had not been mat whan they weara,
worthers throughout the industry would have
gons on strike = Just before the Easter
weskend, when ths demand for meat is particu-
larly high.

The Karco strike began on Monday, Rarch
24y when management allegedly diemissed an

unregistered worker without consulting the

workers' comsittes first.

Two polnts need to be made heral
1« Ths workera'" committes is electad by the
workers but its constitution has besn sccepted
By managamentg
2« Hanagemsnt had sgreed to consult the
committes over the hiring end Firing of
wotkerg., 1t wag the fact that khis principls
had besn broken that cesused the workers to
strike, This is particularly advanced in
the context of South African lesbour celationa.




There are altogether B0 workers at
Karoo Meat. The 20 so-called coloured workers
did not support the strike of their fellow
african workers.

On the Friday after the strike hed
started, the workers agresd to returnm to work
if 8ll of them wers uwnconditionslly re=-
instated in their former positions, On the
Wednesday night before thle, over 100
represantatives from 11 other meat Firss
had gathered at the offlces of the union
reprasenting the workers, the Weatern
Province General Workers' Unmion (wPGuwu), to
gxpress their solidarity with the Karoo
WOCKECE.

They drafted & letter to the general
manager of Aaroo Meat, Johan Louw, demanding

the unconditional re=inatatement of all the
workers., Thay sald the strike hesd come at a

time when workers in the seat induatcy ware
particularly angry about thelr waeges and
working conditions, A copy of the letter was
sent to bossss of all 11 meat Firms represant-
ad at tha masting.

On Friday,; Farch 28, the workers gether=—
gd at Karoo Mests' Malitland offlices at 7 am.
At about 8,30 s=, mambers of the workers'
coamittes wers called into the office. Louw
told them that all the workers would hsve to
Fill in spplication forms end tha firm would
decide during the weeksnd which workers
they would re=employ.

This wes firmly rejected by the workers
who seid they would not return to work umtil
all of them were unconditionally re-=instated,
"nagt through applicetion Torms ang not one
by one', they sald.

The next day, & mass mesting of about

220 meat workers was held in Lanoa to discuss
the Karoo strike,. Support for the Karoo
workers was re=affirmed and Karoo management
was called on to sccede to the workers' 'non=
negotiasble demands®, One aof the reprasanta=
tives was slected by workers of sach of the
15 firms repressnted at the meeting. It was
decided that sach repressntative should go to
gee his boss at 7 am on flonday morning and
ask for permission to be present at a masting
between Karoo workers and mansgement, which
wag Eo be held st'P sm on Pondey.

At 7 am on Monday, March 30, sll Keroo
workers, WPGWU officisls, and the press
gethered at the factory. uWithin the next
half hour workérs from 11 other mest Factorlies
arrived, At about 7,30 am, ths workers were
ealled into the office. Union officlials, the
press and workers Ffrom thes other Factorlies
remained outside.

Two houre later tha workers smarged.
They had won an outright victory. They had
re jected management's request that sasch fill
out an spplication form and ineisted on
unconditional re=instatement, This was
sventually sgreed to by menagement who further
agreed to pay the workers a woak's wages and
to consult the workers' committee on all
issuss affecting the workers in ths futurs.

The strike, which lasted exactly a week,
confirmed the workera' right to be consulted
on every issue affecting thems, It aleo
demonstrated to all worksrs in the meat
industry that they can rely on industry=
wide worksr support for sny struggle in the

future.

SAECAUSE of demancs From vur ceeadership, innl:
of whom Found the service usaful,; we are
reingteting the listing of strike and other
labayr sction. There might ba & Few

strikes reported at the snd of 1979 that we
heve misamd, but sny Transveal reported
strikes during 1980 will have been coversd,
and will be listed during the rest of this
yaar,

We do, howsver, ssk our -resders in other
canfirpgs to send us information on any such
strikes wa might have misssd, and especislly
on strikes by Farm lebourers.

WIP would atill prefer to carry articles
indigating trends and snalysing labour sction
than to provide only a record of such sction.
Tc make this possible we ssk for contribue=
tions from our resders,

79.12,241 An unnamed Versaniging photographic
protassing laboratory did not pay workers &
Christmas bonus = Michasl Kellen, WanagerT,
salyg that profits hed not been what was
expected, Seven steff members walked out
= Ghe, Josy Auslale, ssld that he head worked
for the company for 9 yesars and had never
received a bonus.
Kellan seid that he would rather teach
new gtaff durlng 1980 khan pay bonusesa.
Outcome unknown.

fanny Farmsrs Baksry snd Confectionsrs
(Lorentzville, Johannesburg): 11 workers

rasigned because of non=payment for overtims
worked (RDM, 79.11.29): Management sald
thet there weres no problems as Tar se thay

WELE concernsed,

A apokesperson Tor the workers sald



“hat he hod sarned R17,M0 & wesk. Two other
workers sarned RA19,00 & week [after 97 months
and 2 years in ssploymant respectively).

Bescon Sweats (Herriotdale, Johannesburg):
Elsven men said that they had had R1,00

deducted from thelr pay snd 2 wesks later

anothar R5;75%; allegedly for "sueets esten

by workers' (Post, 79.12.22). On Tuesdsy

(20th November) they went to the Ospartmant

of Manpower Utlilisetion ang ko the Industrial
Council for the Swueetmaking Industry to
complain about the triltllnt they had recaivaed.

The next day they returhned teo work but
refused to work wntil they had been cefunded.
Management agresd to hesp on 3 workers,
but all refused to return. A director seid
that the Department hed Toynd that the deduck=
ions were justified. Uorkers wers marning
AZB,;00 & woek Iin somes ceEsesy,
The next day it was reported that the
workers would not be reinstated and that the
vacancies had been filled.

Bus Orivers (Mohlakeng Towhghip): Thers was
indlrect aontian =7 a strike by bus drivers
on thae route betwesn Mohlekeng and Rand=
fontein (Post, 79.11.14) in an article on
allesgad overchargling by members of the
Mohlakeng Taxli Association during the strike.

"The bus Arivera' strike went without
any ingidents last week ang buses ran normally
shartly aftar morning peak ho:ra lest Thurs—
day' = was the sxtent of the coverages of the
atrike.

Florist Shop (Sanlam 7uilding, Johsnnesburg):

Two survivors of bti'e Lowembo higiwiy <us crash

in which 18 peonle had died, were Fired
from their Joba at a florist shop after they
had spant two weeks in hospital.

The Dispkloof RAesidenta' Assocclatjion,
whare the woman live, seid that "It sesams
that some people are only lntersated in our

labour end not our sscurity' (Poat,; 79.11.09).

Unico Chemical Cospany (Springfield, lohannes—

burg)s On 26th Novembar, 1979, 37 African
workars st this compmny want on strika
becauss of complaints that they were Qrossly
underpaid. The workers, who steysd outside
the factory,; hed served with the company for
up to 36 years in some cases, They said that
they had besn promised an incressa but that
nothing had materielised. Thay also
complained about no end of year bonus, and
that thers was no workers"' committes in the
Ffactory.

Four men with between 29 end 36 Yesrs
service wars sarming R3I0,00 a week. MRanager
R] Prinsloo refused to comment on the dey of
the atrike. The next deay the workers
returned to work,; having been grantesd wage
incressss ranglmy Trow 20 to 20 percent,

viri!nlggng Refractories: Thres membars aff
the SBuilding Construction and Allied

dorkers' Union were Ffired in November, 1978,
The men belisved that it was telated to
their trade union work., The reasons Given
by the Firm on thalr Uneaployment Insurance
Fund (UIF) forms for firing them were
trafusing to go and sork in an-Eherr section?
and 'loafing and being very cheeky wikth the
hngg=bny and khe Foremsn", The men had

respoctiveiy 1L, 14 ana 2 years servica

plgrlﬁ

Frank Mohlala, & union orgeniser, sald
that he had had no sxplanation from the Firm
on the dismissals, and thst the union was
still struggling for recognition in the flrm
(Post, 79.11.08),

No further information available.

Southern African Soclety of Journalists: The
§A5), representing meinly white Jjournalists
employed by the English-langusges commarcial
prass, demanded inccesses of 27,5% in Decem=-
ber. Employears offered 11% and the mattar
has besn referrsd to srbitration under
Arthur Chaskalson 5C; a Johannesburg lewyer.
The Writers' Associstion of South Africa
{WASA), representing black Jjournalists, was
rsported to have refused to join the SAS]

‘(recognised union) in negotistions. WASA

notified employers thet it would sesk a
ssparate agresment. The history of the
relationship betwsen white and black journal=
ists goss back soms yesars, when thes SAS5J]
deragistered (in terms of the Industrial
Concilistion Act) in order to open its mem—
beraship. WASA was formed in oppoaition to the
5454 and now inclucges most of Che olack
journalists in Lts membarship.

Witter SA (Pty) Ltd (Isipingo)r A wage

dispute was thought to be behind » "sit=down
protest’ outside this Floor=covering Factory.
Fifty workers wera involved (Dally News,
. 11.22).

Hore informatlion nesded.

T Unionistey Johann Maras, & senior
lecturer at UCT; was refused 2 pasaport to
wislt the U5A on an internetional vistore’




programma, Maree is doing his PhD on trade
vnloniss and was involved In & workera!

aduisory prolect im the uJestern Capa.
He belisves that the refusal of & pass=

port amnd of those for two FOSATU office-
bearecs was relested to their conktact with
tha labour movement.

Rainbow Chigken Procesaing Plesnt (Hemmsrsdale,

Natal): 55 workeras arrested at & strike at
this filzm in August-September, 1979, were
charged with ‘public violence’ {yee wi@, 10}.

At the and of Dctobar 54 workers (asbout
half of thes men) reappeared In ths Camper=
down megistrate's court and were sech Fined
R10 (or 180 days),; this time, reportedly, for
*attending an illegal gethering' and '"failing
to heed s police warning to disperss’

{Daily Mews, 79.10,30).

It was salid that a 'riot squad' from
Maritzburg had been called to the strike
under Laptein H Helkett, who had warned the
crowd to disperse (in terms of tha Riotous
Assembliss Act).: When the crowd falled to
do so teargeas was fired. Someé dispersed
bubt 2N0 dld nok do so. 'Ringleagers and
agitators' were then arrssted.

1980

Aggensis Mine (north-west Cepe): The mine,
owned by Black Mountain Mineral Development
Company, a subsidiary of Gold Fielda of SA,
B subaidiary of Consolidated Geld, of which
Anglo=American has just menaged to get a
25 share, is involved in sxploiting silver,
zinc and copper deposits. Twe hundred

workars at tha mine were sacked inm Januacy,

1980, after demanding across the bosrd wage
increasen.

The only report we have (RDM, 80,01.08)
states that mansgement ware to have said that
the 900 workers were given the ultimatum of
either going back to work and making repressnt-
#tions through the *proper channels'; or kthay
Yeould pack thelr bags and leave',

Two hundred left (flown back to the
Transkei bantuatan), and wers sllegedly
guilty of deseartion, and had, therafors; not
tesn given severance pay. FAeplacements were
tekan on.

Jransvaml Deirciss (malvern Esst, Johannasburg)i

A thras=hour strike took plece on B0,01.09,
involwing 270 milk delivery men employed by
this firm, It sppeers that the issuss hed
bean long-atanding dissatisfaction with the
works' committess (Ffallurs to convey workers'
grisvances), and a reguest Tor & pay increaaw.
Ranagemeant sald that the pay lssus would
be discussed with the new works committes,
to be "elected' from 14 people nominated by
workers (Star, B80,01,09).

Pipelok (Pty)Ltd (Germiston): Early this

year two most mysterious reports esppeared on

a strike at this company. 3Sixty "black
esployess’ were sald to have threstensd to
"sakt fire to trucks leaving their factory'
uniless thay ware pald the wagea of the
provicous week. The threats were mads on
Tuesday,; B80.01:15,; and the workers wers meant
to have been pald on the Friday before.

A white collesgue of the workers said
that thay were "sick and tired of walting for

WAYES «es Unless we get paid soon, we're
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golng to tear this place down', Police
attendad,

The next day it was reported that a
"neighbouring pipe flctﬁrr' had of ferad
the workers jobss; An Irddustrial Council
Igprasentative sald that the owners of
the factory could not be traced, Two
man, recognised by workers ss senior
stalf, denisd any connection with Pipe=
lok,

More informstion needed)

Mightwatchmen (Natal): A report appesared
(Netal Mercury, B0.01.19) on the stroclous
wages pald to securlty guardes, allegedly
by *fly=by=night® security Ticms who were
not msmbers of the Natal Associstion of
Secyrity Guarde. The wages were saild to
be in the region of R0 & month for a
twelvs hour shift, six day weak,

Of some 22 Filrpms sald te be ocperating
in this field, only 17 were registered;
the others making use of the unemploymant
sltyation to depress wages and undercut

Assncistion mambara.

Unilaver (Boksburg plant): Ancther foreign
owned plant and supposed observer of a 'labour
code' made the news over dismisssl of & shop
etoyard of the Food, Beversge and Allied
Workera® Union, Paul Ntull (Ffor thes actions
of another such firm with stste support, ses
our coversges of the Ford strike in WIR, 11)
NEtull was Firad after tha unlon had
gankt the company & latter informing them of
his gleaction as shop steward, Unilever said
thak workers were happy with bthe existing
liajgon committes and that there wes no nead




for unfon sctivity by Paul MHtull, as request=
sd in the union letter.

The company denied victimisation, and
also othar comsplaints regarding advangesent
snd cantesn Tacilitiem = the lstter ware sald
to be non=reacial, but that there weas ones
cantesn for 'mansgerisl and salaried staff!
and anothar for "weskly=paid staff'l (mDA,
80.01.15).

Ekakes Sikhskhans, ths union's ganarsl
secretary, sesid that Paul Ntull was ths second
shop steward to be fired, A month aFiar
Ntuli's dismisssl on the 20th Decembsr tha
union was said to be taking legal sction
for wictimisation unless Unilever conducted
a Tull enguicy'.

No further information svailable,

Stratford Enginescing Compsny (Ophirton):
Eleven workers sskad for a ltlnq-rd rate for

the Job at this firm after ons man hyd
recaived an incresss. The workers ware
anrning about R33,00 pear wemk.

It appears that tha managesment consider—
#d what happansd subsequently to bs & walk-
put; while Lthe workers sald that they had
been ordered to bring their pass bDooks so
that thay could be signed off. When the
worksrs returned new women workers had
already been taken on in their place,

The Urban Training Project was spproach-
#d by the workers snd said to have teken up
thelr complaints [Post & Star, B80.071,.31).

sunripe Fruits (wedeville): 28 senlor truck

drivers claimed that wictimisation realated to
attampts to Form a works committes lad to
their "retrancheasnt', The company denied

this, and =lac thnt thc Jrivers had bean
repleced, but ssid that = "geasonal drop in
work! asant ths ssle of soms trucks (ROM,
80.02.02).

Michasl Mohatls, genearal sscratary of
the Treansport and Allied Workers' Unlon; to
which the drivers belong, sald tha. the
workears had asked mensgemsnt to allow them
to ferm & works committes to take up grisvan-—
ces. Managemant sald that thay would
nominate all membere, a situstion tejected
by tha workars.

CAGA (civil enginesring contractor, Saldanha
Bay): Following tha dissisasl of sight
workera at tha sltes st S5aldenha Bay at tha
beginning of Februsry, first 200 snd ulti-
mataly 500 workers demanding their reinstate-
mant ware bused to Cepe Town to be aent back
to the Tranaksl.

Hlnlg-l;nt sgresd to reinstate ssven of
the workeras, but this was rejectad by thelir
fellow workers who demandsd that sll be taken
back.

The Tirst worker fired was sald to have
thraatsned s Fforsman, an accusatlon denied
by ths workers. The other seven were the
first to demand his reinstatesent.

The Western Province GCeneral Workers'
Union (WPGWU) took up the workera' csss in
Capes Town whers they spent the first night.
They wars then taken to CMGA's Epping site on
weadnesday (80.02.06) whare msnagement allowed
the election of a workers' committes, one of
the workers' sarly desands. The diemissed
worker was one of those slected,

Mon-resolution of the issus led ta 280
baing returned to the Transkei, Tha WPGWU

relesssd & statemsnt saying that n:nlqlncnt';
attitude in "eacorting the workers to the
station "uith riot police and doge" could
"only be seen as an attempt to intimidate the

workers in the mpat high=handed msnnar™'
(RDM, B80.02.07).

Kilber Aytomotive Prodycts (Bocysens Reserve):

27 workers walked out on the &th of February
after protesting that their "monthly
bonuses® hed not besn paid. Manesgement sald
that bonuses were pald if a target figure waas
rasched and that Lt yes nobt subtomatie,
A dirsctor, H Barman, did, howsver, sdmit that
the bonus had besn paid one month when the
target had not Geen reachaed.

Hinetesn of the 27 workers returned to
work as "new workers' after deadlock with
ths managemant.,

Holiday Inn (Jen Smuts Airport): Seven
women wers sccused of stealing money Trom’
customers (30 & n20). They wars tolo oy

" management thet they had to contribute R2S

sach for this thaft, Thay were told further
that if they had not pald up by = certain sst
times they would heve R50,00 (esch) deducted
from their pay. They felt humiliated by

this sccusation and immsdistely went on strike
until "the matter wes resolved, snd their
names clearsd' (Post, 80.02.14).

George Rysn, manager of the branch, instruct=
od the women to return to work within Five
minutes. When they did not, thay were dis=
missed, and told to return to collect their
pay ths following Tussday. Hans Enderls,
cperations director of Holiday Inna, said




that "every hotsl employee's Foremost duby

is to serve guegts and LT the amployess were
unheppy they could have contactad their
department's liaigon committes representative’.
Ryan would not deny or scknowlegge the pay

back claim,

Relisble Production Company (Stesldale}:
Six night shift gorkers (seven, Post, B0.02,

14) elaimed to have bean on tims st a collect-
ion point to bs taken to the factory on thas
night of 80,02.12;, Thay ssked the white
dgriver of the truck to wait untll tha worat
of the stors of that night abated, =s they
hed to travel in the open truck,

In two reports of the svents on BO.DZ.
14 {(ROM & Post) it is claimed that the driver
refused to walt, deiving of f without them.
When they tried to find out what had happened
the next day thasy wers dismissed for "not
turning up for work' snd for "production loss'.
In & later report (Post, 80.02.18) EA Simon,
managing dicector of the company, is guoted
as saylng that the "night shift foreman
walted 20 minutes later than uvsual to sllow
the rein storm to sbate. He then had to leave
to start the night shift', The ssven ware
replaced by men who were Ffetched from the

labour buresu the Ffollowing merning, sources
within the company told Post. Thas workers

had been with the compeny for betwsen 3
wesks and 8 months.

Soyth Africen Meat Supply (Eastgate, Johannes-
burg)s Ten women lost their jobs st the
butchery owneg by 5ARS and Derby=Lewls,
Mationalist Party MPC for Edenvale; on
80.01.25 (ROM, BD,.01.29)., According to the

woman, they were spproached lake on the
Friday afternoon, Just befors thay were to
leave for home; and instructed to wash a
machine, They gueried this; noting that @
man was slresdy busy cleaning it; that it yas
not part of their Jobj; and that ten of them
could not wash 1t anyway.

They wers fired by tha daughter of
Darby=Lewis for 'disobeying an instruction',

According to Derby-Lewis on the other
hand; the woman refused to clesn & sink thgy
had been instructed to; saylng it wes s jJob
for men, Thay than walked off the jJob,
having been told by the meanasger that if thay
digd not return to work by the next morhing
they would be seen as having resignad, He
#hid that he hed than informed the police of
tha incident "in cass there is sny trouble’,

Fruit Growers' Coopsrstive [Cerss): 750

workers went on strike after » cnllesous,
Klsaa Markus had been ssked to retire from
ths smploy of the FGC, and his wages die—
continued (RODM, AD.NZ.79)., The uorkers Shw
the threatensd dismissal as revenge becauss
he was a delsgate at wage negotiations
recently held with the company 's management,
They refussd to return to work unless
they wers given resssurances that Rarkus
would remain employed. By 80.02.21 (ROM),
additional wuorkers {1uhuu: recruits ) had been
hired to replace the striking workers. By
B80.02.26 (ROM), one of the strlking workersg
had bean told he would be evicted from hig
company=0owned house unless he returned to
work., AfFter two weeks 700 workers had
decided to return (ROM, B0,02.29). A repre=
agntative of the Food and Canning Workers?

Union said that assurances had been given that
Klaas Farkus would be relnststed, It is not
known what happened to the remaining S0
WOTHETE.

African Gate and Fence (ElandsPontein):
71 workars ware fired after a wage dispute

(Post,; B0.04.02§ ROM,; BO.D4.02), The
previous week 45 workers hed ssnt represenkt=
ation to management, assking for pay increasss.
FManagemant had replied that they would get a
rise at verious times during ths ysar. That
Friday; 24 of the 45 ware given incresses,
with no sxplanation gilven to the remaining 21.
They guaried this, but were still given no
pxplanation. (Later the personnsl manager,

JT Morrisen, told Post that it yes a merit
paymant and ths 21 did not dessrve & marit
riss). HMeanwhile, the 271 were gelected out
by Forsmen aFter being sddrssssd by an
official From the Oepeartment of DpAnowar
Utilizetlon, They were diamisged from their
jobe: Morrisocn sald this weas bacauss thay
had refused ta work egeln, According ke the
workers, however; they did not refuse to

work at any atage.

Klsensm Brushworks (Neswlanda, Johsnnesburg):

The reports from workers at thik factory
have all besn denied by mansgemsnt in the
paracn of Lesutence "Osve' Barrit,

A report on the conditliong at this firm
sppeacad after 29 workers had been diesmissed
for asking for = rise in pay ‘en bloc
instead of one 2t & time’ (says Barrit) and
for spanding too much time in the toilets.
He was also reported te heave thrasteanmd
workars with '6 D00 blecks in Johannasburg
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#lone (who) were unemployed and would FL11
pogitions of lazy workera's.

The workers claimed that the cwner
dragoged workers out of the tollets; tore up

8 doctor's certificate brought by one of the
workers; and paid them wages of R15,00 and
R18,00 for females and males respectively.

Cops=Cola Vasl Bottlers (Transvesl): Early
in March about 100 workers employed Ln Ethe

anles department of this company refused ko
work after deductions (Tor not clogcking out
one night they hed worked late) had been made
from their pay. They also desanded that the
amgunt pald for each cass handled (te ths van
helpars) be half & cent instead of guarkter
ef a cant (74 of the strikers wers van
helpers)j that thyy be given bonuses for the
end of 19793 and thay complained sbout
ssgeults and that management someatimes tokes
uUp to & monthes to register workets,

Thie is the pnly report of this strike
thet hes come to pur notice. The putcome
is not known,.

Jltratex (Johannegburg): Elght yomen ware
digaissed by this compmny for supposedly
baing sbesent withgut leave for Etwo days.

The women say that they had been
inatructed to stay st home for that period
becauses of & slack in production, The women
had bean smployed for betwesen 5 snd 22 years
Bhd wars sarning betwsan R17;00 and RZZ
par wank, and aaid that theay had sven had
to work st unlosding railway truckas.
Florence Geama, who was Linjured while doing
this type of work, gald that she hed nsver
besn paid out for the medicel cogts under

‘the Worksen's Compensation act,

The menegar had sarller Fired & women
and aald that he had misteken thelr absefig
for s sympathy strike with the dismissed
worker {Post, B0.03.04).

Africen Shipping (Hatel) Ltd (Durban):

During a pay dispute MJ van Yuuren, storeg
manager at this company, called workers
‘baboona' and Ydonkeya', He subssguently
had to apologise publicly to the workers
after the South Africen Allied Workera
Union thresthned him with gourt asction
(Natal Mergury, Jenuary, 1980),

Elmar Undepyear Cospany (Fordsburg, Johannes-
burg)s On Friday, 22nd Fabruery, 200 wommn

employed by Elmar went én strike in protegt
et an order by management that they no .':Ilnglr
snter the factory with thair bags. That

day would have been the first on which thay
had to leave thelir Dege with the sescucity
pusrd ot the gate.

The report states that the sltuastion
was resolved by Sarah Chitja of the Garment
Workers Unfion. It is not st all clear how
this was done, but msome refarsnce was mEde
ta the "agresemant' beatwesh the union and
management (Post, B0.02.25).

PUTCO (Wynberg, Johannssburg): Eleven
punch operstors went on strike Just before
knock of f kime on Friday; 227 February;
ware ot work briefly on Fonday and then stop=
ped work againm and left the depot.

They were asking for wage increass® to
mateh that paid to other punch oparators
at other tirms, of sbout R350,00 per ®onkh

(this is on conputers), The workers at

PUTCO said that they sarned less than R40,00
per week and had been with the fire for between
Z ang 12 years. Tha workers wented a R40,00

8 wigk ilncremsse.

Dr Tussdsy [25th) the workers were Pired
"omcause they liked rushing to newspapers’.
Operating executive at the depot,; CT Balley,
seld that the men had fired themseluss by
walking of I the jJjob while negotlations were
in progress. It way said that the men haed
besen replaced.(Post, 80.02.27).

Post newspaper (Johannesburg): A brief
and gryptic repoct appeaared on staff

dissakisfaction on the newspaper with calls
for the re—instatsmsgnt of two colleagues who
had recently resigned, and the dismissal of

B reporter.

Sun City (BophuthaTgwena): Cleaning staff
at this luxury playground of the rich, sitysted
in tha puu':ir stricken SophuthaTiuana
bantustan, went on girike just before the
Esstar long weskend when tha Hotel was
expacting to be throngsd with visitors.

[t is belisved that they demanded that
thelr wages that stogod in the reglon af
RBO,00 par month; be incresssed to R110,00
par month.

Management scceded to the regquast LIf the
skeff returnad immedimtely to their tasks of
cleaning the rooms. This they did,

ford Motor Company (Port Elizabeth); Ewven

the snglish-languags cosmsrcial press jJoined
in the chorus of Condemnation of the berning
ofders served on tha three clivlic and Ford
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EDITORIAL

WHAT sorts of issues are of direct concern
to the working class in South Africa? This
guestion has once more besn raised in the
columns of Work In Progresst: directly in
the article on rents, and implicitly in
the material presented on consumer
boycotts and the Alexandra township.

One approsch argues that any issue
which is not related to the "point of
production' is 'political', snd therefore
is of no concern to workers' organisstions
{trade uniona). 'Foint of production®
refers to the Tactory, and "point of
production issues' appear to refer Lo
the contractusl relationship between
vorkers sand employers (wages, hours of
work, bonuses, leave) and working
conditions (clothing, safety, noise, estec).

According to this argument,'political’
concerns should remain outside of the
ambit of trade unions; they should be
taken up by political orgenisationa which,
in turn, should not involwe themselves in
point of production (factory) issues.

While the need for specifically
workers' organisations is acknowledged,
and while the legal constraints on trade
unionism within South AfFrica are thare
for #ll to see, the maintenance aof the
separation that exists between 'point

of production' end ‘community' or




worker lezders (Thozamila Motba, Phalo
Tahuma, Mono Badela and Dan Qege).
fuller report on the strike and the avents

that led up to the bannings; see WIP 11,
But then, in typical Fashion, Ehe start

of a liguor boycott called by PEBCO demandlng
the rgleasg of PEECO leaders, a2nd in supoort

For &

of other PEBLCO demands, was reported on in
the Transvasl newspapesrs, but then no
furthar news appearad {see ROM, B0,03.04
and Star, 80,03.03).

Thozemile Boths has already heard that
his spplication for & relaxstlion in the terma
of his banning order that, for sxample, forbid
him to enter any factory, has been refused,

He and his family are finding themselves in
the ssms position as so many other banned
pesple of having to live off charpity and
contributions by celatives.

His wife; Fezeka, said that they wers
selling fruit outside a shop to earn something.

Nightwatchman {Transvaal)s FOSATU, the Legal
Aesources Lentrs and the Incustrisl sic Zoclieby
in ths Transvaal ars said to be taking up the
plight of nightwatchmen in the Transvaal in
preperation for a Wage Board determinatlion
currently probing the conditions of this
amploymant group.

The present minimum wage for this
group is said to be R103,00 per month for &
maximum of 84 (1) hours per wesk (sven the
Wage Bosrd determination for unakilled workers
stipulates a 46 hour wask for the same
pinimum wage. (RDM, B0.04,14),

The Minister of Hanpower said in Parliament
that during 1979 there were 54 strikes

|

Lawololay T dVS Wt -usia

{ROM, B80.02.28)

CONSUMER

BOYCOTTS: an
evaluation

The Fattis and Monis issue had
made black people reslise their
gconomic power...l'm sure it im
g weapon which will be extensiv-
ely used in the future,

Hr Hassen Howa,S4C05
Presiaent.

THE recent setisfactory conclusion of the
Fattis & Honis dispute has given rise to &
certain smount of discuseion on the
ef fectivity and validity of the uase ofF the
This article will look
at the two most succesful boycotts in
South African history = the potato boycott
of 1959 and the Fattis and Monis boycott
af 1979.

Consumer boycotts cannot be regarded

a8 a substituke for effective worker organ-

coneumer boycotts.

isation.at grass roots level. In Ehe case
of the potato boycott there was no union=
isation of the workers involved. In the

Fattis & Monis (F & M) case the Food and
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Canning Workers' Union (FCWU) had been
working hard to esteblish non-racial
worker organisation in the Bellville
plant.

What is significent is the skructur-
ally weak position of the workers invelved
in both disputes. Im the F & M case the
ma jority of workers who went on strike
were conbtract workere who by their
action in effect broke their contraet of
employment. This mada them wulnerable to
retaliation both from the state and Trom
the management of F & M.

The position of the Bethal potato
workers was much weaker. Some vers
contract workers, some were foreigners
living illegally in South Africa, some
ware miners. The majority were so-called
‘volunteers' who had been arrested for
pasa offences snd had been of Fered a
choice between prosecution and farm
labour.

The importance of this structural
weakness of 8 section of the working
class is that it lacke bargaining power at
the point of production. Farm workers have
always been the weakest, most exploited
section of the labour force in South
Africa. The only attempt to unionise Lhem
by the IEU during the 20's feiled. It seems
that if workers are in & structurally weak
position at the point of production then
they nesd a certain support cutside of the
point of production if they are going to
achieve an improvement of their position.
Thia article will examine the role which a
conaumer boycott can play in providing
this support and suggest the strengths and




weaknesaes of this tactic.

Lgt us begin with s discuseion of the
potato boycott. At the ANC conference of

May 1959 Robert Resha called for a boycott

. of potstosa as protest sgeinast Ehe
treatment of farm labourers in potato
farma in Bathal in the Emstern Transvmal.

A saries of articles in New Age and
Drum magazine am well as several habess
corpus petitions Filed in the Transvaal
Supreme Court exposed a system of Torced
labour in the Eastern Transvaasl.

From evidence led in court it became
clear that in the late 1940'a a scheme had

been devised between the Native Affairs Dep-

artment, the Secretary for Justice and the
Cvomissioner of Police. This scheme was
never officimlly gazetted. Petty offenders
erreated under the pass laws were giwven
the 'choice' between prosecution and é-12
months on a white ferm. Allegations were
made that in fact men arrested in this way
very often did not know that they had a
choice in the matter. Those that did,
often did not know thet the maximum Ffine
for these offences was only £]1 or E2.

A gensrel circular issued in 1954
(No. 23) explained in greater detail how
the aystem worked:

"The Depecrtment of Justice and
thP South African Police and
this department (Bantu Administ-
ration and Devt)....held consult=
wtions on the problem (of the
number of Africans being
arrested Tor technical offences)
gnd have avolved a scheme the

ob ject of which is L0 induce
unemployed natives now rosming
sbout the streets in variouas
urban areaa to accept employ=
ment outside such urben areas."

Instead of facing immediate prosscution the I

circular aceaked thet

*Hativas arraasted between Zpm
on Sundays and Zpm on Fridays
ere not charged immediately
after arrest,but merely
detmined by Police."

"Nativea 8o detmined are
removed under escort to the
distriet labour bureauv and
handed over to the amplaoy-
ment officer....The Natives
must be offered such smploy-
ment a8 is avalilable in mon-
prescribed (rural) areas.
Priority should be given to
farm labour in this
connection."™

In Johannesburg in 1%58,2337 people were
placed in "employment® on Farms. During
the firat threes montha of 1959, 1025 men
out of 4180 brought to the labour bureau
sccepted much employment.

This system was part of & wvider
system of lsbour sllocation which began
to be implemented in the 1950's. Its
implications fFor weakening the working
class are well-summed up in the following
gquokte:

"Undoubtedly the pass is used by
the authorities to control the
movesents of Africans in the
urbesn sreas in order to prevent
the stabilisation of any commumnity
end in order ko harness trade
unionists end congress leaders.
But the main function of the pass
remaine the direction of labour.
This is borne out by the rash of
nev regul ations recently,creating
labour direction offices and by
increasing the number of arrests
under the pess laws,thus giving
the government the power to send
men to labour wherever thay "ses
Fic!gw

The especially weak position of farm
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workere, both contract workere and
voluntears, is emphesised here:

"Contramcts signed at the
bureaux are unigque in legal
procedure for not only does
the African sign it under
duress but he may not break
it even iF the conditions
are fulfilled. On the other
hand " in terms of the Mative
Labour Regulation Act,it is
an offence for an African to
'neglect to perform any work
or refuse to obey any lawful
command or use insulting
language to his employer',
the most he can do is report
the Ffarmer to the nearsast
police station or Native
Affaira department official.
How much sympathy he would
receive From either of thess
quarters depends on the
individual concerned, but
where theres is so much
hatred betwean black and
white and where the Farmer
is probably on social terma
with the official, most
Africens would rather not
take this course.”

Thess are the structural conditions under
which African workers in the Bethal
district were selling their labour power.
This structural weakness led to sbuses
within an already highly oppressive and
exploitative situmtion: the systam of

'voluntesr' labour was only one, and
possibly the moet extreme Form ,of the
highly exploitative farm labour system

which was esxposed in the Eastern Trans-
vaal ;

"Evidence wes led to show
that foreign Africans whoss
documents ware alleged to be
out of order were not
allowed to return to their
country of origin,even when
they were willing and had
the means to do so. Children




under 1&,the sge at which

reference books must be

carried,had been errested

and sent to Farms,with no

attempt made to inform

their Fapilies. These

minore had been forced to

enter jnto contrects to

parve with farmers,despite

the fact that they were too young tao
enter unaseisted into any contract.

The evidence to support claims of forced
labour by the victims of the "volunteer'

acheme is plentiful. Some alleged that:
People had been earrested in their homea]
homes, and not in the streets; that
their relstives had been told untruths
or refused informetion, when enquir-

ing st police stationa or labour
buresux.

1t was alleged that in many cases
arreated men did not know and were
not at any time told by the police or
employment officers that they had a
choice between Farm labour and |
appearance in court.

Once on the Farme the treatment of
workers worsened. Sworn affidavits and
evidence in court told of guarded trans-
port to take arrested africans from labour I
bureau to farms, of these laboureras being
locked up at night and at weekends, of
their working under guard, of inadequate
food and medical sttention, inadequate
housing end sanitation, and of assaultks.

Jackson Mtembu cleimed in his affi=
davit = '] say that assaults were the
most usual things and were committed by
the bossboy and the foreman regularly
and there wa# Never one day which passed
when an asseult was not committed on
someone. 1 @am sure thet many of the labour-
ers sktill carcy the scars of the wounds
received saa 8 result of these sssaults.’

An example of the difficulty

experienced by these people in organising I

collectively to improve their conditions
cen be seen in the following account:

A serious case of ill-treatment of
alleged petty offenders was reported
in bthe press during Auguet end
September 1958. 32 Africans had

been sent from the labour bureau

to the Farm of CL5 Botha in the
Heidelberg area, and following alleged
thrashinga, they decided to leave and
report back to the authoritiea. As
they walked along the road a van over-
took them, warning shots were fired,
and they were rounded up and taken
back to the farm where they were
cruelly beaten. Botha was later found
guilty of asssult with intent to do
grievous bodily harm, and was sentenced
to 4 1/2 years imprisonment and 7
strokea with a cane, 2 of his Whites
and 7 of his African staff received

lesser sentences For participating in
the assaults.

These conditions explain why organisa-
tion of these workers at the site of pro-

duttion was not possible. They indicate

a situstion where action beyond the work-
place, in the community, becomes necessary.
One response to this situation was
te argue that boycott of producta wes the
only response possible to an oppressed

people in such a situstion.

The ANC and the Congress Allisnce
both took up the eall for a potato boyeott
and organised its publieity through local
branchea. They organised demonstralions
of men wearing potato sacks and carrying
placards with slogans.

The boyecott soon attracted widespread
support from efrican consumers in Johsnnes-
burg and on the Reef.
nationwide boyeott.

However, it was B

One woman who 1ived
in Natal at the time recounted:
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dne day when | was still a small
child I was travelling on & bus

when a man carrying a sack of potatoes
climbed onto the bus. One of the
women on the buys went to him and
said: '"How can you buy potatoes?
Don't you know potatoes are mede with
the flesh of our peopla?" She then
took the sack From him and she and
the other passengers threv the potat-
oss out of the windows of the buas.

Despite the Fact that potebtoes were
ona of the staple foods of africena in
the Transvaal, the boycott became &
grealt success. Another persen described
how at the Bree Street market the potato
halls began filling up, 'and sacks of
potatoes remaeined there going rotten, day
after day'.

In 1959 the Potato Control Board
bought 18 B0& Z88 lbs of surplus poltatoes
from the markets of Johannesburg and

Pretories and 154 612 lbs from the producera,
at a total cost of £116 D44 (in 1958 the

Potato Board bought wp 100 050 lbs of
surplus potatoes for £498). A quotation

from the report of the Potato Board further
emphasises this point:

"Owing to the accumulation of large
quantities of potatoes on the Johan-
nesburg, Port Elizabeth and Cape
Town markets the Board, with minig-
lerial approval, inaugurated the
following special schémes for the
purpose of relieving the market
position

a) Stock Feed The Board purchased

50 b end sold 3 650 550 1k
g stoeck feed...

b) Dehydration A contract was con-

cluded with a dehydration factory

for the supply of potatoes."
Not only were potatoes boycotted at the
market but African workers refused to buy
chips for lunch and ordered Fish and bread.



The boycott lasted for mbout two
montha. It was succesful to the sxtent
that people stopped buying potatoes and
the government was forced to react. In
late June the Minister suspesnded the
"volunteer scheme' and established a
commission of enquiry. However the
government refused to eppoint a judiciasl
commission of enquiry into the volunteer
scheme. Instead it appointed Z separate
The first was & departmental
commisaion consisting entirely of
officials of the Dept of Bantu Admini-
stration and Development under Mr B J
Emithers, Prinuipnl'ﬂuntu Affairs
Commissioner, Johannesburg.

The other committees was known as
the Committee of Ingquiry into Farm
Labour. lta terms of reference were
to investigate all the -atnaq- of
recruitment of Farm labour including
the "wolunteer scheme'; to investigate
all irregularities and malpractices and
to suggest reforms and modifications.

The members of the committee in-
cluded nominees of the 5.A. Agricultural
Union , the Chief Bantu Commissioner,

a deputy director of Bantu Agriculture
and a representative of the police.

groups .

Commenting on the Commission of
Engquiry the Black Sash said

"It is regretable that requests for

a judicial Commission of Enquiry

were not acceeded to, Ffor without

pre judging the report thesa

gentlemen will make to the Minister,
it is difficult to see how a committee
made up of officiale of the police,
the Native Affairs Department and
repregsentatives of the Farming
community (&ll interested parties in

the scheme) can be completely

impartial”.

The committee was ordered to report
directly to the Minister, and its findings
were never published,

At this stage; what comments can one
make on the tectic of consumer boycotta?

In @ capitalist society, a worker is
exploited in the production procesa when

he produces not jusk yelues fFor his
employer, but aslso surplus, value. However,
it is one of the contradictions of capital-
ist production that while value and surplus
value can only ba created in the saphere of
production, they can only be realised, or
converted into profit, once they have

been sold (ie in the sphere of
girculation). Thus the motive of

capitalist production of commodities,
namely profit, cam only be achieved when
the commodity is sold,

The site of exploitation in capitelist
society is production. Therefore the main
area of struggle againet exploitation '
must be a struggle to change the nature
(relations) of production. Obviously a
consumer boycott, which operates in the
sphere of circulation, cannot be regarded
as a means to achieving this end.

Referring to the potato boycott, the
following point wes made:

"the boycott is & success.....
consequently some people are beginning
to commit the error of regarding the
potato boycott as the mein struggle
against the Nationelists and it

should go on indafinately. This

attitude is understandable but not
correct®.
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Thia illustrates one of the problems
with the mobilisation of the community
around one particular issue., Very ofkten
its relationahip to the wider problems
ufluxplnitntlnn and oppression become

obscured. Ta this author, the conaumer
boycott ia a tactic to mchieve a
particular short-term goal in a
particular situation. In the case of
both the potato boycoktt and the Fattis
& Monis boycott, this tactic was used to
support a particular group of workers
in their struggle to obtain better working
conditions, If we are to evaluate this
tactic we have to conaider the specific
materisl conditione in which it was
held. It has mlready besn sugges ted
that the workers involved in both disputes
were in a structurally weak position and
needed the support of the community for
this reason.

This raises the question of the
types of class alliances into which the
working class enters when it accepta
support from the community. A basiec
principle of working cless organisation
is that the working class should only enter
into alliances with other classes when it
is in a strong enough position to do so
on its own terms.

The reason for this is that sllisnces
made with other classesa can lead to the
working class being 'socld down the river'
should thu} not make these alliances on
their own terms. While one obviously
accepts this principle, it is incorrect to
believe that community involvement in a
working cless struggle always means sub-




ordination to the petty bourgeoisie. It
can mean this. On the other hand it can
mlasoc mesn the involvement and partici-
petion of a wider section of the working
class than are actually affected by the
particular ilssue involwved.

Furthermore, the petty bourgeoisie
are themesslves an ambiguous clesa. At
different times éh-r of fer their support
to each of the major classes (workera and
capitalists). In the late 1950s,
'apartheid' discrimineted against both the
African working class and the African
petty bourgeoisie. It was for this reason
that they entered into an alliance againsat
pppression and exploitation of 'black'
people. By the late 1970a, the position
of the pestty bourgeoisie beceme =sven more
contradictory. Both the state and capital
are attempting to break the cross class
slliance between the -nrkinq.nliuu and the
petty bourgeoisie by offering the latter
a material intereat in supporting the
status quo. At present it ig too early to
Jjudge whether this strategy is succeeding.
Either way, this will have important
implications for future class alliances.

Since the late 19508, the working
class has itself become stronger and better
organised. The Fattis & Monis workers all
belongad to the FCWU which articulated
their demands clearly and maintailned
solidarity amongat the workers againat
management . One of the weaknesses of Ehe
potato boycott as a tactic for improving
farm workers' conditions was that no
clearly laid out set of demmends was
articulated as & condition for the calling

of f of the boycott. The potato workers
were in no condition to articulates theae
damands themaslvea. The extreme structural
weakness of the Bethal potato workers

was part of a wider aystem of exploitation
of farm workers in South Africa during the
1950a. This mitigated againat their
organisation. It alsc meant that the
problam could not be dealt with by a
consumer boycotk, which is moat ef fective

when used for shorkt term ends.
Let us examine in more detail the

boycott of Fatti's & Monlia. Before the
strike in April 1979, the African Food and
Canning Workers Union (AFCWU) had been
involved in trying to obtain recognition
at the Fatti's & Monis plant. The workers
wanted a minimum wage of R40 per week,
regular tea and lunch breaks and 3 wvesks
annual leave. Management ignored these
demands and the FCWU applied for a
Conciliation Board to Force Fatti's

& Monis to negotiate.

The Tollowing week 5 of the workers
involved were dismissed after they had been
previously warned that they would have to
choose between the union and their jobs.

5 more workers who demanded reasons for
the sacking of their Fellow workers wers
also sacked. The following day, 78 workers
in the milling section went on strike

in support of those fired, cleaiming that
they had been unfairly dismissed. The
reaction of management was Ffirstly to call
on the Department of Labour to negotiate
with the workers, and to try to frighten
them into capitulation. This attempt
failed. After that, management dismissed
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all the African workers, who it claimed
had broken their service contracts by
going on strike, and tried to negotiate
vith the coloured workers. The workers
refused to be divided, and the coloured
workers refused of fers of reinstatement.

Four days after the strike bagan the
Western Cape Traders Association called for
the manegement of Fattis & Monis to '"save
an ugly situation' snd to settle the dis-
pute as soon as possible. It slso
threatened to boycott the firm's products
if a settlement with all the vorkers was
not reached. Both the WTA and the
Western Cape African Chamber of Commerce
sttempted to bring the two parties around
s table to negotiste s settlement. The

attempt failed. _
At o mass meeting in May the students

of the University of the Weatern Cape
called a boycott of all Fattis & Monis'
products. In June, after failing to help
nagotiate a settlement, the Western Cape
African Chember of Commerce and 2300
mambers of WCTA joined the boycott. When
he joined the boycott Mr Kasaim Allie of
WCTA said that there was a lot of sympathy
for the 88 workera. Hr Mavella of WEPCOC
commenteds:

"o glimate must be created for
the workers to resume their
work - and this is all we are
trying to impress on the
company - We are also Erying
to make them reamlise that it
is importent for them to treat
theses workers as pesople too.
We support them not beceause
they are black like ws, but
beceuas they are people who
spend money in our shops and
are therafore entitled to




certain considersetion too."

Support for the boycott spread and
the initial orgenisers were soon joined
by SACOS5, students, school pupiles, Inksths
and the "8lack Sash'.

The public sttitude of Fattis & Monis
was that they were not at all worried about
the boycott end that they believed that
they had considerable consumer sympathy.
Howaver, 3 days after shope in African and I
Coloured townahipa had stopped buying
bresd from Fattis & Monis, a representative
from menagement went to see Mandla and
ssked him to meet with Fattis & Monis to
negotiate the reinstatement of the workers.
This resction is no doubt related to |
reporta which appeared in the Rand Daily
Hail in June 197% which described the
tenuous financial position of Fattis &
Monis even prior to the beginning of the
boyecott. It read .

“Fattis & Monis is one of the
amaller food companies and

turning its wheat and maize

via its milles hardly paid off
last year. True, shareholders
once agaein got their 12;5c @
share dividend, but the dividend
was not only not sarned; but
share sarnings shrank betwesn
the Firet end second half of

the year (1978)."

The article went on to say that in the last
couple of years Fattis & Monis hed been
spending heavily on new equipment. The aim
of this large capitel investment was to

maintain a competitive position im the food
markek.

Howaver the program was expensive

end the company was in a somevhat difficult
debt position.

Referring to the fulture prospects of

the industery the article said:

"wWhilea much remkina to bea done

internally,it would appear
that the future profitability

of the group depands largely
an the pattern of the S.A.
Economy ."

It would not be stretching the
imagination too far to argue that in this
situstion any decrease in profit would put
the company in a very vulnerable position.

A spokesman of Fattis & Monis said
that in the period frem January to July
197%, profits were R1B4 000 comparad with
R3&3 000 for the same period in 1978. This
sgme gentlemen claimed that this decrsase
in profits had nothing to do with the boy-
cott. However, contrary to this spparent
lack of concern Fattis & Monis incressed
promotions of their products: in Johannes-
burg they put out = mseries of products
under @ new brand name, saleamen were em-
ployed to tell people that the boycott was
over and free Fattis & Monis T-shirts were
given away at Malmesbury.

The finsncisl position of Fattis &
Monis at the time of the boycott explains
why the company was gager to negotiate on
1tI.E=E terme Bnd avoid recognising the
union if possible. This has implicationa
for the success of consumer boycotts as a
tactic. It is possible to srgue that in =
period of monopolisation in menufacturing

in South Africa, s small company like
Fattis & Monis was very vulnerable to any
vicissitudes in the sales of its products.
A larger, more diversified company would

probably not be as vulnerable and might not

have been forced into negotiating. For

1
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example a boycott of Eveready was announced
at the same time as the boycott of Fattis

& Monis. While it newver sttracted kthe
public support of the Fattis & Monis boy-
cott, the company was also never forced by
the boycott to negotiste. One of the
reasons could have besn that a multi-
national company like Eversady could with-
stand adversas publicity and & consumer
boycott in & portion of Lite merkeb.

Another reason could have been the
nature of the product: bread and potatoes
are staple foods of the working class.
Eveready products are probably not priority
commodities for the working class. For
thia resson s withdrawal of their purchas-
ing power would not affect the company
edverasly .

Let us return to the Fattis & Monis
boycott. We can sccept that for the
reasons discussed above, the company was
forced to negotiate. However the company
wanted to negotiate on its own terms and
avold recognising and accepting an alliance
between African and Coloured workers. It
is here that the role of the union in mein-
taining worker solidarity and articulating
a sst of grievances was cerucislly important.

The wesk position of Fattis & Monis
and the cohesive function played by the
union represent the positive sspects of
the boycotk.

A settlement betwean the union asnd the
man agement of Fattis & Monis was finally
reached. 1In broad terma the settlement
involved the following pointa:

1. All workers would be reinstated at their
old vage rates and at their old jobs aas




#soon a8 posaible with no loss of seniority.
2. All the contracts would be reneved
within twvo months,

3. The union would sctively assist in end-
ing the boycott once the contracts had

ﬁ-tn renewed.

The union had received recognition
within the factory and management had
accepted that it could not negotiate
separately with African or Coloured
workera. Hr Moni said

"The boycott could have had =
serious effect if we had
allowesd it to linger on.
Thers is no doubt that theas
boycotts can be effective.

We made the mistake of
ignoring organised labour.

I would advise other firmas

to negotiste directly with
unions a8 eoon a8 poseible.”

From the point of wview of the use of

consumer boycotts s = tasctip, certain
problems ware revesled after the

settlement was reached. Firstly Mr
Heasan Howm,; President of Sacos said

he would not call off the hqrnntt unktil
he was satiafied with the agresment.
Represent ations from thes workars
persuaded him that they were satisfied
with the conditionas of the settlement
and that he should call off the boycott
once the conktracts hed been received.

He agreed to thie The significance of
this evant is that it represented an
attempt to take control of the boycott
and the conditions of the settlement =
poseaibly For wider political aima. In
this particular case the boycott was being
used to schieve a perticular short term
goal = namely the improvemsnt of working

conditions For Fattis & Monis workers and
tha recognition by management of the Food
& Canning Workers Uniom. A boycott of this !
nature cannot be maeinteined indefinitely
beceuss it will lose its effectivity. In
this particular case its extension by Sacos
could heave undermined the settlement
reached with Fattis & Monis.

A second problem was revealed by the
withdrawal of WCTA from the boycott before |
the contracts had been reneved.
Allie said

"We have now told our membears thet
thay can re-satock and sell the
products of the company.

. If the company doss
not implement any of the terms
ogf the agreement we can always
re=impose the boycott."

Gne wonders how sasily the association
will re-start the boycott once it has
called it off. Furthermore the breathing
space given to Fattis & Monis may well put
it in & strong enough position to withstand
another boycott should it decide not to
rens¥ the contracts of the workers.

Tha contradictions involved in a
consumer hnrcntt.lnd the alliances with
petty bourgeois retalilers which this
necessitates are revealed here. In & sense
the co-operation of a reteiling organisa-
tion like the WCTA was importeant in en-
forcing the boycott of Fattis & Honls
product. Yet this group is not bound in
any way to continue the boycott after the
settlement; although the Food & Canning
Workers Union stressed that

"We are confident that Fattis
a Monis will speedily obtain

the renewal of the conktracts,
anly when this is done will

Mr Keesim
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the dispute be satisfactorily
concluded.”

The importance of this condition is that

it is the contract lebour system which puts
vorkera in a structurslly weak position

vis a vis factory floor orgenisation. This
gtructural weskness means, a3 we have
argued before, that support from outside
the factory floor is necessary For such
boycotts to have @ chance to be effective.
This is the importance of a consumer boy-
cott. However, when its success depends on
mllisnce with a petty bourgeois group,
problems such as those discussed above can
ariea.




RENTS:
paying for
incorporation

THE Shuth African state, with a Tair ssmount
of pushing from the business comsunity, hess
now apparently acknowladged that thecs is

& permanent african population in the urban
ereas cutaide of the bantustans, OF course,
the single biggest Factor tp have brought
both cepltal and the stete pound to this
point of view im the resistance shown by the
domineted classes during the 19708, mani=
festing itself in the events of June 1976
and tharsafter (this is not to argue that
strike actlion before thet had nét shakan
state and capltal previously),

But attempts ars being made to turn
daefest and retreat into an assault on the
potentisl spolidarity of the oppreassed
pacple, whether they be situated in rurasl
OF ufban areas, The presant atrategy
followed by the state; of sttempted incorpo-
ratian of & section of Ehe domineted classes
(mainmly the urban-dwalling section of the
african working class and the patky
bourgeoisie = traders; officisls,; and
professionais}, tekes place sgainet the
background of resistance within South Afrlce,
massive unesployment [(mainly sxported to
the bantustans ), tha need For & atable
labour force and unintercupted production
by monopoly capital (the most important

Form of capital since at lesst the secand
half of the 1960s), and the changing Tace
of southern Africa,

It would be gasy to give the impression
that the strategy of incorporation is an
sEsy one; tunning gmoothly in the direction
that is desired (in much the same way that
the "constellatlion of states' suggested by
PU Botha sesmed to be reality wnkil the
victory of the ZANU (PF) end the subseguent
conferance of southern African states
without the presence of South Africe).

That 1s tha way that it sometimes comeos
across in the press = as a smooth path to
the existence of g 'bleck middle-class’,

And no wonder = becauss the psople who are
"newsworthy' are the individuals From groups
that are msost sesily 1nnnrpuritﬂd, Eha

people whs afe subjest to uigcrinlgltgan
rathar than i!ggagt!tlnn. Let me take some

examples — those who own businesasss in the
townships fesel that they are not getting as
good & deal am their white counterparts

[(and this ls correct), but at the same kimse
they sre besically in sgresment with the
system a8 1t exipts at present = B more egquel
distribution of profits is what concerng
them. Sure, they are discriminated egainat
but the level of discrimination could

changa (Lif your income is high anough you

are walcoma inm Ehe Carlton Hotel or the

Sun City shrine-to=insensitivity-and-gapital,
aven LFf your skin Is blsck}. For thdse
people apartheid is wvery much related to the
level of discriminstion {epertheid=unfairp
distribution of rescurces snd access ko
resources). In gther words, what is wrong

jia the system of aparthelid. These ace the

people who sre immediately auvsilable for
incorporation, peoples who would like to sem
changay; but then mainly in tarms of &
change=—aver of office bearers,

For thase people the alogeans are:
"Away with separata resldentisl areas'j
"Dwnerahip in urban aress'} '"Equal salaries
within the medical end teaching professions'j
"Let us into the the central business dis=
trict®jetc.

dut there are other people who ate
exploited by ths systes, &nd yould be exploit-
ad whether the office bearers of capital ere
white or bleck (in many cases they are
black slready)s Thers a&re many obatacles
in the way of incorporating thess peoplwe,
beceuss the syvatem of profit-making depends
on the pogitions that they ogcupy at
presant; depends on tha low wegas; depends
on the low guality housing and public faclli=
tiss such as haalth and sducation and trans=

port.
This srticle will look briefly st two

issussy the firat ls that of who is going
to pey for the incorporation of some (in the
casa being sxamined the iessus of rents, and
protest against the suggeated incraasss )}
and secondly, who should be lsading the
protest, It is not posaible to completely
separate these two ipauas.

in 8 previous lssus of opk in Progress
(10) wa published an article on bus boy-
cotte, which looked &t who wes expected to
pay for the system of placing large numbsrs
of the working class within the bantustens,
and, conseguently, Far from ths place of
work. In the cases that we looked at the
working class wes supposed Lo pay up to




gllow "reasonable profits' ko the bus
companies (in which the bantustan

had a share) for trsngporting thea from wherse

they did not want to live to whers they had

to work. These moves to increase bus fares
wore reslsted and are gtill being resleted,

At tha moment atismpts ars once more
being made to increasse the transport Tares
both im urban and rural aress, But there
ara also mttempta to increase rentela for
houses im urbam areas, -

WHO PAYST

The meln sourcea of revenus For Ehe
finencing of the townghips within which
africans have to live have been tha follow=
ing:
i: Hegistration and labour fess = paid by
the smployersj
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2. Fines for certain offancesj

3. A marvice levy paid by the tmplu?-r:+l
who do not provide accommodation Far
workaraj

4, Zale of liguorg

S. Rents (including Pees for services) from
tha township residents,

Previously, while Sowsto was sdminis-
tered by tha Johannesburg nunicipality {up
to the creation of the Administration HBoards,
the West Rend Administration Board (WRAB),

in this case, in 1973), it had to & certain
sxtant received transfers from Municipal
finances directly to spupplement the incose
feom the sources listed sbove. This stopped
with the take=over by WRAR and the state's
policy that the Administrestion Poards ba
solf=gufficient (or in other words, that the

africen population group pesys for its own
places of residence with no contribution
from the wealth that thay generate in Indus-
try).

The moat Importankt source of Income to
the WRAB inm its attempts to balance the
books of Sowsto had besn the sals of liguor.
But this source was oOrastically affected by
the 1976 uprising and dropped from R38=m
ko AEZ-m,

Another important gource ig that of
the labour levy paid by smployers (RZ,15
per month for am Eindusktrisl worker in
Johannesburg). These lguies hsve formsd an
Ineresaing percantage of total cewvenue in
Soweto, standing at 15,8 percent in 1976=7,
However; in svidence to the Aiekert . ;
Commisaion, employera camse ouk LIn strong
opposition to the levies, Suggestions that
the levies be incressed to R4,15 were
rejucted by the state; end Riekert said that
the Act under which the levies are made
{Contributions in Respect of Bleck Labour
Act, 1972) should at some stage be abolish-
ed. The Commission continued:

In principle it is desirable for black
communities to bear to an Lncreesalng
gxtent » grester part of bthe tokbel
burden In connection with the provi=
gion of services in thelr own communi=
ties .ss (T)he Dspartment (of Cooper=
ation and Development), the adminis-
tration boards, and community councils
should initiete purposeful programmas
of action in ordet ko recowver more and
more of the cost of services Froam the
black communities themselves.

The best way to implesent these pro-
posals will probably Foarm part of the
recomnandations of the Srowne Committes,
inveatigating Finencing of services and
housing (appointed after the 1977 protest




by students and other residents against in-
craassd tintllll,

In the meantime, howesver, the community
councils (successore to the scorned and thrown
out Urban Bentu Counclls - Uselsas Boys' Clubs
or Ucban Bantu Circuses as they were known)
have been landed with the task of smscuting,
if not drawing wp; the balancing of Soweto's
books, This they are ongce more tTfying to do
by increasing renta. In other words, if the
employsrs won't pay the suggested incresses
in the labour leviss then increase thes shars
to be paid by the working class.

And if thay won' t buy enough beer, then
increase tha rente.

As sarly as 1921 a certain Colonael FMorris
boasted ta the Stallard Commissian that in
his srea in Natal "all native bulldings wers
ereched and pald for from & fund celled the
"native affaire fund™ which was derived from
tha sale of kaffir beer'. In other wards,

the working class was indireetly paying an

additional amount towards houalng. Today
this is atill ths casm, '

What this mesns is that while wages sre
kapt low becsuse the emount thst the working
class is spending on rent seams to be low,
in Fact the amount spent on liguor should be
added to the rent paid. uwhen this lndirect
means of drawlng rent from the people living
in the townships Falls, then rents pald direct-
ly ss such, have to be incressed.

And this ie what is at issus today -
the amount that the resldents of Sowato and
othar townshipe atfe expected to pay for
And these
increasas coma A&t a time when the price of

asccommcdatlon and secvices.

brown bresd has gone up by 25 parcent and
an increase in the price of milk has beaen
announced to take effeckt From next month
(May). By rents is covered houss rent

(to supposedly recover cost of building and
maintenance); site rent (to cover cost of
land purchase, sccess roads, drailnage;
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health and ambulanco services, and sdminis-

tration costa); service charges (electricity,
water, sewgrape and refuse removal — 1t Lls the

losses on this 1tem that hawve besn covered
by WRAB'®s ligquor profita); schools levy.

A8 the house rents component had reachad
tha maximum parmissible (set in relation to
the costs to be recovered) it is being pro-
posed that the other parkte of "renta' be
incraased = byt the effect is, of coursm,
the samé: residents of Sowsto and other
tounships are expected to pay more For the
accomodation and services that they "enjoy'.

Aocording to the Soweto Levelopmmnt
Guidance 5ystem, or Ecoplan, the townsahip
neada capital expenditure of RS533-million
(that Is what it would have cost in 1979},
This Figure includes R126-m For housing,
R101-m For slectrifiecation; and RT70-m Ffor
This last flgure
is especially important as the present
sewarage disposal facllitiea ars said to be

transport, sewerags, atc,

adequate pnly for tha pressnt number of houses
in the townships

WRAB, sfter it took over; tried to mast
expenditura, snd the need For self-sufficlency,
by raising (doubling) site and service charges
In 1977 these
increases were resisted (thase protests at
the increases will be coversd in the next
fssus of York in Progress). In 1978 the

community gcouncil for Soweto was established,

and by Iincreasing liquor sales,

with a poll that was shockingly low, even
within the history of tha sstablishment of
puppet organisations in South Africa and
Namibis (the '"mayor', Odavid Thebehali,
recelved the orand total of 97 votes, ond

the eouncil has bean known as the "six




percentears' Tor the slx percent of residenta
who participated in the slections).

Later in 1578 the council Ffell into the
trap of demanding more power, and being glven
powar over the issues that the state (through
Wrikd ) wants to os Lnoolved in less direcktly.
They ware given control over finances (sesm
the dpvernmant Gazetta 6511, 79.06.22).

Tha counclil hed & choices either to go
ghesd with necessary expenditure [such as
repeire and staff replacement, or Lo culb bock
on sxpenditurs, They choss the Former and
ware; consegquantly, forced to Increase rente.
In August, 1979, it was announced that rents
{ssrvica charges) would go up in thres stages.
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Sowato's iNCreasas . . . but who should pay?

There was an lsmsdiste ocutcry sgalnst the
proposals for rent Lncresses.

The stakts wes nog in & position to say
that the community council would have to
decide on the mattar. These proposed
increases cama after rent costs had increased

by 225% between October; 1977; and Hay, 1978.
What also occurred since 1978 was that tha
community council became responsible Tor
collecting arrears in rent paypent and
ultimately ordering swictions.

In July, 1979, tha hmadlines in Post
read: RENTS TO GO UP (79.07.22). This naws
coms vis the WRAB, It wes confirmed sarly in
August: Thebohall "cleimad the increasos
are the result of deflielts inherited from
wiAB, snd would be introdyced in thres stages
ovetr the next yesar'.

Ntatho Fotlana of the Lommittes of Ten
responded by seying that '[f the whites want
s to live 32km sway Trowm them,; then thay muat
pay for that privilege'; and suggested thak
the state should make & grant to Sowsto. Ha
srgusd that Soweto resldents spant their money
in the Johannesburg central businesas district
(CED), and that the wealth produced by the
people of Sowsto was taxed in the indusirial
arsas to which the workers commutsd and not in
Sowekto where bthey lived, Migel Mandy, of
tha CBOD eould not agres with this and pasasd
the buck te snother Fractien of cepital
(namely cepitesl operating in the production
of commoditiss) and. muggested that weges be
increased so that the regidents of Soweto
would be abla to pay the higher rents,

Community council opposition lesder, the
sofasonke Party's Ephralm Tehabalala, celled
for more sites %o be mads svallable fTor
people to build their own homes, and that the
party oppossd rent incresses. Blshop Tulu
mleo came owt in opposition to the sugoested
rent ifnocreases.

The Sofssonke Party collected 5 000
glgnatures to be sent ta Plet Keornhof,

On Ehe 16th af Augusk Thebehall snnounced
that rents would not go up,; and that R705=m
had bean granted as & loam by an unnamed US
companys This announcement wes greeted with
Juaskifiable scepticlse by Motlana and Caused
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gomg confugslion within the comsynity couwncil
as-not all ths mambers seemed ko know sbout
the lpan., The Committes of Ten went ahsad
with & seating at which 1t was decidad by
the-1 000 pnennle oresent thak khey would
refuse to pay any Lncreases,

1t will be interesting to ses how
Rotlang and othere respond tz the newws that
Sowato and octhar communities are ko be given
msunicipal status as this wes one of tha
demends made at the mesting, And by the sams
stendards, if snough peoplep supported the
Blackchain supermarket in Soweto this would
mest the objecktion that reslideants sre spendlng
thelr monay in ths Johannesburg CEBO.

Ovear the next fow weeks the remts issus
was an an=off effeir. (OF course it must be
kept in mind that the rent lncreases were pf&-
posed in many townshlips right through South
Africa, snd not only In Sowetn).

FB du Rendt,; of the Department of
Cocperation and Uesvelopment retorted to the
protests that the pecple would have to pey upj
that they had called for autonomy and that
they were now being given ity and that thay
should be proud of this resposibility.

Koornhof, in keeping with his style of
operstion that so many apesr to be more than
willing to belisve in, said that rents would
not go up But that msans would have to be
found to make Soweto self=sufficient.

The issue of rents, rather than the visit
to Sowsto by the Prime Finlster, dominated the
thoughts of residents during August and
September, 1979: PuW Botha old write of f tha
debt of R9=million (Soweto's shere of en
sccumulated deficit that thg community council
inherited from WAAB), but it has been pointed




out that this was done egainst an sccumulated
surplus of about R11=million lgft in the

Bantu Services Levy, which WRAB had in turn
inherited whan it took over the administra—

2 i L‘;‘qt-é: { "L'.,"

Wk, Ty
N B X o

tion of townships &n the west Rand).

In Ssptember tha Deputy Hinistar of
Cooperation e=nd Development told a delegation
from Sowsto that' the decision to incresss rent
rested with the community council,

in gobsonwille theg chalrmanm of the
local community council was nearly atabbed
at a maating to discuss the rents isaus in that
townghip., It was decided to suspend Tent
increases "until the people decided that they
wanted them' to pay for services. This
happened in early September,; 1979,

The Urban Council's Association (the
umbrella body for community councils) met
in September and with remarkable clerity
said thet the sdministration boards 'had
waited for community councils to be inktro-
duced before "handing™ them the responsibility
of announcing rent Increases’,

On the waskend of the 23rd Septembar the
soweto Civic Assoclation was formed under the
suspices of the Committes of Ten and Lt was
galid that one of the Mirat issues that the
SCA would teke up would be that of rents,
Inkatha also said that that organisation would
bacome involved.

In Marchy; 1980, John Knoetze, chalrperson
of WRAB; told the SA Institute of Race Relstlions
rents would have to be increased. He said that
it wvas the only place in the world where people
paid en sverage of 5 percant of their incomes
gn rent, and said thal gone people sarning
R1 000 per menth wers paying rents of A14,00.
This brings me back to the guestion of "WHO
PAYS" .

Knoetze ssid that 'the trend throughout
the world was that petple spent at lesgt 20
parcent of their incomg on housing'. He also

sald that the WRAB was "subsidising' each house
in Spweto tp the rune &Ff RID, DN per sonkh
(probably rafarring to the money gathered from
indirect sources, such as smployera ang the
sale of liguor)s But we heave slready sesen

that "rante' in the townships are peid both
dirsctly snd indirectly by tha inhabltents
(mainly the working class).

Knoetze's various flgures were Tefutsd
in a study crepotrted on by Rapport newspaper
(B0.04.06). This study wes done by the
Buresu for Market Aessarch at URISA, ang
apgued that in countries at a cosparabls level
of sconomic development to that im South Africa
people spent no more than 10 percent of their
monthly income on rents, housshold Tual and
light: After ah increase of rents, aas
suggested by WAAB through the community .
counciis, @more than 50 percent of tha house=
holda in Soweto would be apanding more than
10 percent on these items - and this is teking
the average incopme to ba R400,00 par month for
households {[presumably 21l those occupying
ane house in this overcrowded city).

According to the dirfctor of the Buresu
the relevant percentages for other coumtriss
would bes Tenzenia, B,2Zj Brazil,; F,5;

Rusaiay; 2,9) Zeire; 9;8.

Late in March it was announced that the
rents would go up by R14,;50 for site rgnktal
{in thres stageg of R6,00, R4 ,50, and R4,00).
It was Turther suggested that there should be
e levy of R5,00 paer housej that refuse removal
levy be Increased from 39c to RAZ;45] sswerage
charges to be incressed from ARZ,48 to R5,48,
wWhat this would mean is that the amount paid
per housshold would go up by R21,56 per month,
This would bring total cost of renmt, fuel and




lights to R45,56 per month,; or 11,4 percent of
a housshold income of approximately R40D,00

per month., (In 1979 the Markinor market
ressarch organisation Found that mgrs than
half the houssbolda in Soweto lived below
the minimum living level for familiss which
stood at R17H,22 st thet time, and that

s fifth of Soweto' adults sarned below R9%,00
per month, Thege Flgures would paint an

aven worse picture thanm that of the Buresu for
Farket RAessarch; and shows up the propagands
put out by Knoetze with his femiligs sarning
R1 000 per month, Fmmilies sarning this
smount ars not engeging in much protest
sctivity sbout the issus of renta).

What this all shows is that while the
state may have publicly recognissd what was
obvious to all, namely that thare {s & parman-
ant africen population outalde of the bantu=
atena; this is golng to mean that grestar
damands are going to be placed on this
ssction of the South Africem population.

Theay sre golng to be expected to pay for

that recognition, while it is golng to be
scld to tham by capital and the stake in

the fors of an "improvament in the guality
of 1ife'; '99=yeer leasshold' (es though

thia ia of any concern to 59 percent of the
inhabitants of the townships)j "uplift®
programmas and 'keep Sowsto clean' caspalignsg
municipal "autonomy'; ete.

WHOSE ISSUE?

With the development of production under
capitalism (the capitalist mode of production)
came the separstion of the place of residencs
and the place where production taokes place.
No longer wae it a cese of agricultyral pro-
duction in the flelds immesdistely around the

family or community homes; no longer weaving
or woodwork within rooms thet formed pert of
the housshold. fnstead ceme the concentration
of many préducers within the sams building =
thies was necessary because the seans of pro-
duction, the machinery uweed and the raw
materiale, wers now in the possession of the
capitalist and not of the people working with
thosa materials or machinery. Control had

to be kept over the working class, so that

as little westsge as possible could take place
and alesoc so that the cepltallst could sxert
diresct control over tha workers.

Moving production into one building did
st the same Lime mmen that the plece of work
could no lenger be part cf the community or
household. There had to be residential areas
and industriel arees (partly determined by
infrastructurel nesds as well = it is cheaspsr
to provide transport, slectricity and water
for a concentration af factories).

Several implications flow from this
seperation under the cepitalist mode of
prodection: it means that the issues thet
gre deemed to be relevant to these "separate'
areas are belisved to have no (or little)
relevance to each othar; that the organisa=
tions representing interests within the two
grgss should be separate organisations
(community organisations/residents associas-
tions as against trade unions/employers
organigations); and in the South African
gituation the complexity of the recial
ssparation and racial controls that disting-
uisgh so much of what happens here, also
antered into |ﬁ-p1ng the ssparation in @
very specific way.

In South Africa not only the working

classy but slso the other clesses dominated
because of their race, have bteen saparated
from the site of production and located in
townships, What would otherwiss have been
a working clese issue with greater clarity
isy In South Africae, an lssus that affects
all the racielly domineted classes. However,
not all the dominated classes ere affected
in the same manner or tc the seme degres.
Knoetze's families earning R1 DOO0 per manth
ere diserimineted sgainet beceuss they are
forced to live in the zams suburbs ss the
working clage and have other restrictions
impoesad on them (such es tha Fact Ehat

they cannot stay whare they like, marry whoam
thay like, or heve their businesses where
they like),
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This means that thers sre more groups
dnvolved in thg "rents iseuya' and the protests
against the Incresses then would have been
the cese in & townahlp segregated purely
according to cless. And not all the groups
who take up tha rents lesus do 1t with the
same motivation or for the same personal

reasons. What one has to look at when
snalysing the ways in which various organisae=-
tlona are teking up the protest, are the
issuss that are Joined to tenta In thae
protest = is it land-ownerghip; business
rightsj malaries for professionalas, Or are
the issuess those of Iincresaed trenesport coatsj
low wages; the affects of general sales tax;
school uniforms; etc.

What is most interesting inm the South
African situation is the extent ko which
worker organisations have largely sccepbed
the division between place of work (and the
isgues that are defined as workplece lissuss:
wages - but not tha effects of low wages;
working conditlona; recognltion of workers'
organisationsy ete), and place of residence.
Thay may mot all have eccepted it without
guestion or without guestioning now and Ehany
but may have been Forced into belleving that
this separation ls sssential for surviwval.
fnd there sre enough casee ko ghow thet the
stats 1ls not willing to accept the breaking
down of the barriers aet up by capitalism
and maintainad by the statwe,

For exemple; the banning of Thoramile
Botha and other efficials from the PEBCD
after this community based organisation had
of necessity become invelved in the Ford

strike (see WIP, 11); the warnings issued to

thie Inkath- movement to skay out of labour

matters (From as early as Barney Dledla'sg
involvement in the strikes at Richards pay
im 1973, to more recent statements by Buthe=
lezi); the blestant control measurss contained
in the Wishehn recommendetlons and conditions
for the registration of unfons; etc.

It nesd, af coures, not ba trade ynione
Ehat beke up working class issues In Ehg
comaunlty. It will in nearly all ceses be
groups, individuels and organlsations that
have wvery littles to do with workplece ifgsues
Thess groups
and organisations are as ceught up in Lthe

that take up community lssuss.

ideas end measures thak sepearate workplacs
from place of residence as the trade unians
ere, This means thet the rent issus, which 1is
primarily & working cless issue cen be
hi jacked by groups who wish to strengthan
thelr own demands, and these 'secondary’
demands may very well have nothling to do
with the working cless; and may in Fact be
against the interssts of the working class.
These "secondary"' desands can alsp
usually be feirly easily incorporated,
whathar thay relate to ocwnecship of ‘property,
business rights, autonomy. This is not ko
arguas that thess 'seconcary' demands should
not be teken up; but that they should be
linked to more fundemental demands Ehat relate

to exploitetion rather than discrimination,

This digeussion on rents will be conkinued in
the next imsue of Gork in Progoess. Other
contributions are welcome, especially if they
ralate to cases outside of the Tranaveal,
John Kene=Barman ('Shoass

the financing of urban bBlack

A paper by
without LacesTi
townships, with special reference to Soweto
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i and the Sowsto community council') done for
the SAIRR proved helpful in writing this paper.
Also the honours dissertation by Darbaras
Creecy ('A Homa for Total Strategy: the polit-
ical sconomy of urban africen howsing in
contemporary South Africa') and David Harvey's
"Labor,; Capital end Class Struggle -around the
Built Environmant in Advanced Capitaliast
Societies' (Politice and Society, 6, 1976).
Thers are a numbar of papers and theses that
deal with the flnanclng of townshipe, the
titles of which cen be supplied to readers

if they write to the sditors.




RURAL

RESISTANCE :

Statement issued by the Makgato Femilies
who resisted forced removal.
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o Bantambar 1970 Governmmant affisisls atartsd memeving willing
Epmi to Mromhogk, Things ran Spoothly um to 38 = 05 = 75 as on
thone who wished to be resetiled were renoved and anwilling Tasiliso
wafe mads to balisve that they would remain unteswored with.

On 01 = 10 = 79, howsver, the resovals took & now turn.Fasilles were
forosd to move. It wes on thin day that Families who were cnrepand to
removals gpought- shalter at Bhe melghbouring villagea, In the msaniime
thoos Dovermment officimle ptaried Ersaking down Bosbes and carrying
the contants amd roofing msterials to k: Evap vhen the cwner of
bouse wes abeent; they would tapry a 12 year ohild with his/har
1y's belongicgs. In the olss Yhers s woban wes ~resgnt ohe was
rried sway in the aboenss of ber hooband to Eromhosk « When the basd
the family resistad ths remcvals he wes sbesed by & wolios wan and
lﬂﬂhﬂmﬂiu--mmtﬁtnﬂiwlﬂﬂ
thar with Bis belongings. In such ceses dcors wars
othar oabss they antered looked houses By reamoving
rocf; and woold from within foroe Lhe door to
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thay
in tha hoos many capsp walla of rondavels
nd the thatehsed posf would sventually fall in and
bay reslstsd ths ﬁﬂ'l'..ll""r'r.. bittan by
surrandsfed he wal Pe th whatavar
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lasaly broken down in thess remcvals. bBerds of ocattle,
P& ocarrisd sy whilot their ceners Mesainsd behind. .
ngs thars are t¥o trectorm and & tPallsr that wars

tha wrar Bebhipd, We who remained behind recelvead no
all theas lossen,

TELBAL TPREOPRSTIEN TAKEN AWAY
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matarials.
be The Tribal car.
as 6 Afriksnder bulls Belonging to the tribas

The Tamilies whe wers willingly  refioved sre lssa than ons hundred, that
is why we msntion thess tribal msoraptiss s the bulk of the tribe bas
remmined bahind.

Banchas, tables, ohairs,
waler tanks and fenaing

|

the Batlokwa

OVER the past B montha, there has been a
huge outery inm the medis about the Fate of
the 66 000 Batlokws peoples = both those who
have accepted, as well ss those who hawve
reglsted government removal,

BACKGROUND

THE Batlokwa people live in the Sekgosese
district of Lebowa, about 50 km morth of
FPietersburg. There are-two tribal suthori-
ties in the area under Chief Machaka and
ChiefF Romakgopa. The land on which the
Beatlokws people live is their own. Apart
from the tribal locations, there are
collectively bought Farms as weall as trust
farms granted to the people. The Batlo-
kwa's right to the land, according to one
of the tribal councillors, wes 'guaranteed
us by Paul Kruger'.

Inm sbout 1962 the Makgato tribe whao
were 'squatters' on a European owned fTarm
at Munnik, south-west of Socekmekaar, were
moved ta Ehe Trust Farm Klipplaatdrift
(No 508) which adjoins the Matoks
(Machaka) tribal area. It is this group
of people who now, 18 years later, have
once again esccepbted removal.

While Lthe Batlokwa people have occupied
their land since time immemorial, the recent
sttempts to move them have not bean thes
First bureaucratic intervention in the
Batlokwa's chosen way of life. The
institution of egricul tural planning, or
betterment; has always meant considerable
upheaval for the rural population of South
Africa. Thia is because the division of




the land into rigidly demarcated resident--
ial, arable and grazing aress, means that °
in most ceses, people have to move their
houses into 'lines'. Under no circum=
stances is compensation given for houses
that have to be pulled down and rebuilt,
and this division has usuaslly meant that
the amount of land available to Families
for ploughing is severely restricted. The
Batlokwa area, ss wera most of the Farms in
the northern Tranavaal, was '"planned'. In
1954 the peoples From the more remote and
scattered homesteads were brought nearer
to the more denssly populated mreas, and
in 1959 the entire area was "planned’.

It must be recognised then, that Tor
the Batlokwa; as well as for the Makgato
people; removal is not new,
exparience with planning end 'squatter®
removal has tsught them exactly what
resettlement means and why they should
resist it.
having to break down houses, move their
possegsions and recreate thqir homes
(even if only a couple of miles further),
should be remembered when people try to
understend their present militancy.

The ressons for the present removal
It is said that
im 1977 the area was sxcised from Lebowa.
This meant that it became a 'black spot'
in 'white' South Africa (and from then it
was no longer shown in the maps as part of
Lebowa) and the land could be expropriasted
and the people living on it moved so that
the consolidation of the Lebowa '"homeland'
could be completed. The measure was
gazetted 1H-HHEUIt 1978 under Regulation

Thair

Thier prior experisnce of

are not entirely clear.

R2Z17 (Government Gazette No 6135,

25th August 1978, page 2). This meant

that the sreas were excisped from the juris=-
diction of the legislative assembly of
Lebowa and weres thus 'black spots' under
central government control. Howewver, today
it is still the Lebowa administration
which is responsible for education in the
area, For collection of taxes, stock
counting, ete, and all that Proclamation
RZ17 hes done is to legally dispoasses

the populastion of their rights te the

land.

The land belonging to the Batlokwa
people is the only black area through which
the road leading to the northern border
pasass. It is this which hass prompted
statements such as the following:

Their resoval is viewed by (the
tribes) as a provision for the so-
called '"white corridor' For the
security forces to the North (Star,
78.11.15).

It was only on the 28th September,
1978, that the chiefs of the area were
summoned by the Chief Commissioner for the
Northern Areas, and informed that they wers
to be resettled im the Kromhoek area near
Vivo in the Bochum magisterial district
(Ster, 78.11.15).

Chiefs Machake and Romakgopa were both
determined not to move, and they tried to
orgenise & mesting of their people to hear
about the proposed removals when the whole
tribe, including migrants, would be there.
To have had the whole population together
presumsbly memnt that the mesting would
have had to take place in December/January

when most migrants were on holiday. How=-
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sver, this did not happen and on November
15, 1978, a meeting consisting meinly of
women was addressed by the Deputy Secre-
tary, Serfontein. The meeting was said to
have besn & stormy ones, with protests,

and paople atating that they would not

move (Star, 78.11.16).

In the meantime; the third chiefl in
the ares; Chisf Hakgato From the farms
Klipplastdrift, agreed to be moved. The
two dissenting chiefs were summoned by
the Chisf Commissioner to attend a nilting
shortly after this; but did not asttend
because ‘no agenda was provided' (Voice,
79.05.22). The mesting was, however,
attended by Chief Meskgato and by the
Lebowa MP for the area, Kobe. (The
shop belonging to Kobe was boycotted by
the people of the ares,; because of his
said support for the removals. This
caused his turnover to drop radically -
from R400,00 to R5,00 s day. Eventually
he was forced to close the shop (Post,
719.06.22)).

It was then decided that the resettle-
ments would be discussed batween the
Lebowa Legislative Assembly and Dr Koornhof
at Sheshego on July 4. The Minister was
expected to outline the government plan for
the removels. On the seme day the Ballokwa
people put forward a memorandus to Koorn-
hof asking that Proclemation RZ17 be with-
drawn, and that plans for the removals be
halted. (As yet no officisl removal notice
had been secved on the chiefs and to date
the houses have not yet been numbered,

This means that people are still fres to
continue building).




On the 3rd October, 1977,
drama started. The time had come for
people living under Chief Makgato to
move. It weas reported in the RDM (79.10.
03) that hundrads of families at Dwars
River Flad when police -{th 30 trucks
moved inm to resettle them.

the real
the

The homea of several people who
refused to move were demolished and it was
also reported several days later that some
of the people who had been ressttled at
Kromhoek were returning to their old homes
and discouraging their frienda from leaving
the ares. By now the Makgato people who
had stayed at Dwars River had sbandoned
their homes, and were setting up a
'uqu;ttir* camp in the bush.

The response of the Chief Commission-
er to the returning people was to state
that "({t)he people who are already resesttle
there can't come back. IFf they do they'll
be committing an offence. You must expect
some resistance (ageinst the removals)
but once they are settled thay will be
happy' (Star, 79.10.30).

On the 9th October, 1979, another
meeting of the chiefs was scheduled at the
Northern Transvaal Commissioner's court
whare complaints by Chief Solomon Makgato
were to be heard. He said that, 'They
{(Chiefs Ramakgopa and Machaka) hid taken
his people'. The chiefs rejected this alle-
gation claiming that they 'had offered
sanctuary to stranded people' (RDM, 79.10
11} .

Initially only 78 out of 614 Makgato
families sccepted remowval From Dwars River.
This meant thakt the vast majority of 53é

families had totally rejected the moves.
Chief Makgato's reasona for moving were
that he wanted to settle at Kromhoek because
the villsge at Dwars Aiver was scattersd.
The comments of his pesople about the
removals shovw clearly that they did not
ghare his attitude,
the bush said that, "We don't want to mowe
80 we are making sure that when they come
to teke us away we won't be here'.

Apart From police pressure to get
people to move to Kromhoek, B people wers
arreated, 14 detained, a number of others

Feople Fleesing into

assaulted, and at least one person bittenm
by @ police dog (RDM, 79.10.03%; Posat,
79.10.04).

On the Z25th October the RDM reported
vhat was perhaps the worst tragedy of all:
Mosima Sekole; s Batlokwa migrant who worked
in Johannesburg, returned home to find that
his wife and children had moved to Kromhoek
leaving behind their home that had teken
years to build., He was later found hanged.

The removal was also characterised by
considerable intimidation of young people.
According to & report in Post (79.10.0&)
"Boys had taken to the hillas for fear of
police. They have been the main target of
police patrols', and '"Only ten people have
been detained according to Brigadier D
Nothling, Divisional Chief of Police in
the Northern Tranmsvesl, but people in the
ares spoke of vans "coming and going"
loaded with dekainees, mainly studants'.
On the 15th October, 7 000 students From
the schoole in the ares boycotted the
lessons and steged a ZO0 km merch protest-

ing against the removaels and particularly
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about the fate of all the Makgate scholars
vho were now out of achool. At Mokomene
High School there was also consliderable
iptimidstion of students - some were
from Lebowa schools altogether, while
attempts ware made to force the rest of the
student body to fill in forms stating who
the leaders of the strikes were {(Post,
79.11.05).

Ultimately, the Meakgato scholars wers
absorbed into the other Batlokwa aschools;
the teschers who had refused to move were
transferred and the Makgato Families who
had stayed behind found refuge with friends
ang relatives. Yet the warning by a Cathol-
ie priest in the ares that,

banned

"Unless an
scceptable and lasting solution to the pro-

belm of the displaced Makgeto people can
be found soon; real trouble liess shead!
(Post, 79.12.04) is an indication of the
real problema. Speaking about the provi=
gion of food parcels and blankekts he said,
'What we are doing here might ultimately
prove dangerous because this is & temporary
relief. These people need & permanent
home which wa cannot offer and unless
an scceptable solution is found immedigte-
ly real trouble with the posaibility of
vio¥ance lies ahead'.

This is thea precise point sbout the
removalas. Resekbttlement in whatever form
it appears - whether as bebtbterment schemes,
slum clearance, 'black spot'
violant end brutal process.

removal is a
It usually
means that psople's maeterial econditions
deteriorate. The amount of money they will
have to spend on building a new house,

on inmcreased travelling expenses, means




impoverishment. The trauma and insecurity
of ressttlement likewiss has severe
The division of tribe

egainst tribe, brother against brother,

‘effecta on people.

husbhand against wife is an effect of any
forced removal:. The breakdown of communities
of the unity and coherence which can only
grow in & situation in which people are
securas, has not yet been fully explored.

What is becoming more and more clear
is that these are not incidentel side-effects
of removal but are integral to it.
vords, removal of people is not simply a
physical met,
a strategy that seeka to push increasing
numbers of South Africa's people into ever-
more remote and inhospiteble areas.

In other

it is part of m process and

Areas
where these people; broken and fragmented

by the experience of removal and all that

it means, area left to exist under conditiaons
of increasing apathy and poverlessness.

Chief Solomon Mekgato and his people
have already undergone one major resettle-
ment. The enduring effects af this and
the memories of it may well be one reason
why he did not have the apirit to resist
being moved yet again.

Today Chief Solomon Mskgato and his
people are settled at Kromhoek in the
Bochum srea. As yet they have not been
sllocated arable land and the fete of their
stock is uncertain. Most of the people
therea have begun to build mud and sven
briek houses, but in leate February some were
atill living in tents and in corrugated iron
houses. There is one school that has been
built, but tha other is atill a completely

corrugated iron building. The numbers of

open plote - planted with mealiesa by those
resident = is & testimony to the nusbers of
peaple who wouldn't move, as are the zinc
latrines to be glilplnd through the bush.
The pesoples at Kromhoek are suspicious of
strangera. AL the same time they ars
completely defensive about the move,
making such statements as:
better here, we have taps,.
As yet, the reat of the Batlokwa psople]
have not moved. They are still as deter-
mined as sver in their resolve not to move.

Things are

It would also seem that the government has,
in the face of this militancy, back tracked.
The rest of the removals have besn postponed
until after the report of the Van der Walt I
Commission on land consolidation. In
addition, it was reported in the Rand Daily
Mail (B0.04.09) that Koornhof, while
addressing the Iionists at Moris in the
Pietersburg srea; had said that there would
be no Further removals in kthe areas.

More realistically however, Koornhof's
promises in the past have contained s sting
in the tail, and the numbers of cut plots
at Kromhoek indicate that rather than
giving in, the government is stepping back
and giving itssll time to devise & new
and probably more sophistocated strategy.
It is this which the Batlokwa people should
guard against, for their stend up to now

has demonstrated with force that unity is
slrength.

It is only the maintensnce of
this ‘'unity thet will ultimately allow them
to win their struggle.
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RURAL
RESISTANCE :

the Matlala:

IT IS COMMON in South Africa that clashes
between groups of blackas, for which no
apparent explanations can be easily found,
are termed 'faction fighta'. The term
carries with it connotations af
irrationality, tribelism, and unreasoned
violence. All too often, however, the use
of the term 'faction fight' reveals, more
than anything else, the ignorance and
prejudice of the writer. This article
attempts to reveal the logic and the
history behind one of theese so-called
*faction fights'.

The Post newspaper reported on
79.12.24. that the Lebowa police had
detained 56 people after the peatrol-
bombing and stoning of Chief BK Matlala's
home in the Nothern Transveal. The report
stated that this was the second attack
within a week and was the culmination of
8 long-standing feud. The group of people
who attacked the chief's home, injured his
guard and caused damage to the value af
R25 000 are known as the Congress People.
They comprise a group who have maintained
an anti-govermnment stand for more than 30
years. They have always refused to pay
taxes, allow their cattle to be dipped,

or move into demarcated areas. (Poat
79.12.24).




The initial petrol-bombing on
Dacembar 13th wes in response to the
rounding up of all unveccinated stoeck, and
their impounding at the Seshego pound;
this led to & round of murders, arson and
violence that lested until the middle of
February this year. .

After the pstrol-bombing, 72 people
were chargeo with public violence, but
the case was poatponed until March 1Z2th
because a number of the lnruiuﬁ were
aithar in hoepital or in detention. The
accused were released on RZ0 beil, but on
December Jlat an appeal was made to the
Supreme Court for an order restraining the
supporters of the Chief from harassing
the sccused., This was sfter Matlov
Erkelina Matlala, the slleged leader of
the Congress People and a relative of the
Chief, was dragged fFrom her home and
nearly killed (Post 7%9.12.31).

There seems to hsve been & lull in
the violence - at least that reported in
the Press - until the First weak in
February. On Monday 4th February the First
recorded organised retaliation by the
Chief's supporters took place (Fost
B0.02.07). One man died and seven were
injured when houses were razed to the
ground by pro-chief members of the Matlala
tribe.

Sunday Foat of BO.0Z.10. carried a
horcific story about Further events in
the area. 1t seemed that the Chief's
supporters had gone all out to Finally
control the Congress People and that
"chanting mobs of Lebowa government
supporters went on @ four day rampage

against the Congress People”. (Sunday
Foast 80.02.10).

By now, many of the Congress People
had gone into hiding or had fled the erea
while their houses were looted and razed
to the ground. The 5Sunday Post story is
illustrated by twe photographs: one is of
a young man covered in blood after being
attacked. One of the attackers is reported
to have seid when questioned that "This
thing is = Congresa. It refuses to die.
We have been hitting it but it does not
die.™

The other photograph is of a young
man, his trousers around his neck, being
led of f to be beaten by s group of young
people (including amall children) carrying
kisries. x

Meanwhile, the Lebowa Commissioner of
Police, Brigadier W van Iyl, denied
allegations of continuous burnings and
assaults. Told of phntographa of the
ﬁuunt-, he replied "The police cannolk be
everywhere all the time. It is pomaible
that this is happening.”

It should be realised that at the
same time, police were staying in tents
near the tribal office and road blocks
were sekt up at the entrance to the ares
(Fost B0.02.11). It was also sald that it
was mainly Congress People trying to
return to their homes who were being
arreated at the road-blocks.

Assuming that one rejects 'faction
fight' as an adegquate explanation for
the svents described above, numerous
gquastions spring to mind. How do the
Congress Feople get their name, why have
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they refused to accept any governmental
authority, why should such intense
violence break out st this time? The rest
of this article attempts to provide some
answers to thess guestions.

The Matlala tribe comprise the second
biggest tribal authority in the Seshego
area. This area seems to be one of the

Firast places where the measures nnviangud

to improve the productivity of the
raservas were implemented. The 1936 Trust
agnd Land Act was Followed by a statement
of policy made by the Secretary for Native
Affairs in which he spoke.of soil erosion,
over-atocking and population pressure on
the land as the main reasons for the low
level of productivity in the reserves.
The solution devised wes not & political
one addressing itself ko questions of
unegqual land distribution and the effects
of a migrant labour aystem on subsistence
and peasent farming. It was rather =
technical soluktion. The way that the
reserve population was to support itself
wvas through a reorganisation of the land.
There was to be a rigid division of the
mrea into residentiasl, esrable and grazing
areas with crop=rotation and rotational
grazing to be introduced. The most central
element in these Betterment achemes (as
they were officially called) was the
limitation of stock in an area to &
stipulated carrying cepacity.

"Those who refused planning are those

who didn"t want to be ruled by the

chieftaness after the death of their

chief because they didn't want to be

ruled by a woman. The other reascn is
that they didn't want their land to




be decressed becausa they wanted

to keep their lands &nd more sbock
and plough as much as they want.

Last month we hed &8 fight and the
opposers were forced to come into

the area. 3 ware killed, 17 badly
injured and 260 houses were burned.
They couldn't claim their damages
because they were nqt recognised by
the government, but things cooled
down when they agreed to stay in the
planned areas. What made us to force
the opposers in the area is that they
used to hold secret mestings ocutside,
and bring troubles in the area. Then
people said the better way of main-
taining peace is to force them o
come into the sres so that they could
see them when they held mestings. As
they etarted to pay taxes they hope
they will start to work together
now."

{(An account of the Matlala unrest by
ane of the sembers of the Matlalas
tribal authority).

Theases measures struck at the very
foundations of what was left of the reserve
economy. It is in the resistance to these
and other measures that the roota of the
present Matlala violence are to be found.
For the technical solutions that planning
proscribed could mot solve any of the
probleme created by the wider economic
and political situstion.

The division of land inte three areas
meant that in the majority of cases people
lost & substantial smount of land. The
plot which femilies had ploughed sround
their homes wes restricted to between 1
and 3 morgen in & large land bloc far
awey from people’s homes. More important,
and it is here that the most sustained
resislance to betterment is to be Ffound,
is the resistsnce to cattle culling.
Cattle culling once agein is a technical
solution to a political problem - that

of the ‘lack of land in reserves, as weall
a8 the messures which stopped people
grezing their satock on "white' and on
crown land. The attempts to cull catkle,
of ten the only wealth accessible to people
has throughout South Africa resulted in
determined reaistesnce. S50 too in the
HMatlala area.

Howsver, before the present troubles
can be put in a full context, thers is
gnother strand that must be examined.
This is the effect of the 1751 Bantu
Authorities Act on the peoplas living in
the reserves. It is probasble that one of
the factors motivating passage of this
legislation which smongst other things
enabled chiefs to be deposed or inatated,
was Lthe need to pcontrol those :h}afs who
resisted government messures such as
planning. This is obviously relsted to
the main feature of the Act which through
B variety of mechanisma turned the chiefa
into salaried government offFiciels.
Hesistance to Bantu Authorities and ko

‘betterment are closely related snd the

Matlala area is no exception.

While it has not been possible to
gather any information as to the preclise
details of what happened in the past in
the Matlals ares, certain clues ars
available. Reports such as the fFollowing
from the Oepariment of Native Affairs
show clearly that the resistance in the
Matlala area hes a long history, and that
it is ultimately related to the
implementetion of Bantu Authorities and
betterment schemes.

The 1949-50 report of the Department
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af Mative Affalrs states that

"Acting Chief Joel Matlals was
murdered by his own people. During
UJctober 1950 a lewlesss section of the
Matialas tribe took the law into their
own hands and stoned acting Chiaf
Joel Matlals to death. Four ring-

leaders were found guilty and
sentenced to death.”

Again, the 19%50-51 Report of the Department
of Native Affaira astates that

"The unreat in the Matlala location,
Pistersburg, has not yet completely
abated, The tribe is still without a
an officially recognised chief, and
instigators have been daported. The
sttitude of the people to the
administration is fairly satisfactory.
Opposition to conktrol measures, stock
limitation and rehebilitetion schemes

im still being encountersd but is
more passive thanm in the past.”

The 1931 report once more referred to
the Matlals =srea:

"In the Matlala district in Pimters-
burg, notwithstanding the sppointment
of an officielly recognised chief,
certeain elesments continue to cause
trouble. Recourse hed to be mads

to the Governar General's remowval
orderas undar Section 5 of the Native
Administration Act anmnd a number aof
the more Lroublesome tribesmen have
had to be deported.”

The above fragments are tantalisingly
brief, but they do nevertheless indicate
clearly that the politics of the Matlala
area are related to control measures,

to the Bentu Authorities Act and to
bettersent achemes.

The fact that the unrest at that time
spanned at least 3 iFf not more years
indicates that there is s liklihood that
therea must have been some orgenisation.
This raises.the gquestion of organised




political involvement, and also of why
the opposition group should now be

referred to as the "Congress People".
There is no writtem evidenmce to indicate
that the ANC were Bctive . in the area,
but =a in the risings in Sekhukhuneland
in 1957 the links on an ‘overt
organisational level may be tenuous, but
a strong possibility ewxists that the ANC
were involved in the area.

Leatly, the gueation asrises as to
why owart violence should have broken out
egain last year. The immediate anaswer of
course lies in the attempts by rangers
and officials to veacecinate stock. But this
bege & further queation - why should the
Agricultural Department have intervened in
sn sres that sccording to tribal
councillors had not been touched
least 25 years?

for at

There is an unexplained report in tﬁu
Rand Daily Mail of 28th August 1978. It
states thet &3 Matlale tribesmen who were
convicted under a wrong proclemation had
their convictiona and lintiﬁntl set aside
in the Supreme Court. The convictions had
been under the Riotous Assemblies Act. Thie
might be the beginnings of the present
unrest. It certainly relaktes to & renawed
initistive by the Department of Agriculturs
From 1978 both to replan areas where the
original planning had fallen away, and to
plan areas that have thusfar remained
unplanned. It is possible to tentetively
suggest that the sntrenchment on Bantustan
ideology and the related devolution of
fFunctions of comtrol From central govern-

ment to "homeland! administrationm is one

reason why planning is agein being pushed.
(As the contradictions relating to the
"homeland" systesm sharpen - 28 the various
Bantustan administrations Find themselves
dumped with an ever-increasing populetion

of uneaployed, old and starving, the need
for control becomes stronger. Planning ias
but one of the ways to secure control,

and to stifle all opposition).

The resistsnce of the Congress People
is grounded in the attempta to prevent
the slienation of both land and cattle.

The ultimate effect of the Bantu Authorities
Act is to turn resistance directed against
the central government inmto s situstion
where the divisions and splita that they
have instituted mean.that two groups

who ultimately share the same oppression
are fighting each other. In the case of
the Matlala people, both those who have
accepted and those who have re jected
planning share a similar material
situation. The issue has become one of
power, and the conflict over the past
20 or 30 years has taken on a new
dimension in that support for 'Lebowa'
and its structurea is an imsus that is
inereasingly important.

Lastly, while it would seem that for
the moment anyway, the Congresa People
have been crushed, the factors which caused
them to resist dispossession for so long
can only intensify. Increasing landlessness,
unemployment, poverty end starvation
must ultimately be the material factors
that will break through the ideoclogy of
"homel and independence’ and rewveal to kthe
Matlals tribesman that their struggle

page 30

is not against each other but against the
structures which oppress thems.

]
THE PRESS

In an enslaved atate the rulers
Form and supply the opinions of
the people. Thim is the mark by
which despotiam is distinguiashed;
for it is the power by which des-
potism is begun and continued...
Among the most powerful advocates
gnd auxiliaries of thesa abusas we

I must class...newspapars.

From Samuel Teylor Coleridge
Prospectus for '"The Watchman'

(1798)

I AM a white journalist working on =
newspaper owned by one of the four major
Press groups in Soubkh Africa. 1 have
written this srticle not to offer soluk-
ions to the problema faced by myselFf snd
my colleagues in the commercail press,
but to poese some of those problems. I
hope by doing so to generate some kind of
regponse fFrom those whose function has
become to mystify instead of bto eclarify.

If my perception of those problems & at

fault, perhaps that too will add to an
understanding of them = I am, after all,
the product of my background, and that,
for my entire working life, has been the
commercial press in this country.




ldentifying the commercial press as
allima of those who rule and the instil-
utions which enable them to do so is not

80 much a radical critique of the press

gs 8 tsutology. Newspaper owners snd man-
agers, who ultimately decide wha decides
what goes into our nevWspapers, are no
different from the owners and managers of
‘any other profit-oriented institutions;
thmir interests sre in maintaining the
status quo or; at mosk, changing il Lo
meet Lheir interesta, It would be rid-
iculous to expeci anybhing ®l8e from them-

or from their appointees, their editors.

Extending the logic downwarda, it
would seem that editors are egually
likely to appoint their ideological
allies as reporters,; sub-editors ete.
But there is a myth surrounding the
profession of journalism - @ largely
media-created myth - thet journslists
are seekers out of truth and exposers
of exploitation and corruption; that
journalisats are the guardians of the
rights of Lhe people.

The reault is that the profession
attracts not only unintentional advacates
of the dominant ideologies of our society,
byt those eho Forlernly hope to challenge
thes .

Unfurtunalely, and this is where the

problems of mysell and my colleagues in Lhe

latier grouup begin, Lhey enter a work

slructure Luned,; through long expearience
L giving the least olflfence Lo Lhe greal-
esl number, survivanl of thes flexible, not

ul Lhe filtesl,

laey enler insbliluliung where Frame-

worksa for judging '‘nevaworthiness® have
not suddenly sprumg to life in isolelion,
but have grown up in the societies in |
which the nevapaper, and more importantly,
tnose who write snd produce them, Ffunction.
hecruits to the profession ere therefore |
tsught Ethe criteria of what constitulbes
nevs and whal isn't importankt. Their
"neva sense' grows in the newsroom. "Meds
ia not something inborm and
broughl in from outside,

Judgeman L’

but is a aelfl-
perpetusting set of volue-judgements.
decause of Lhe necessity of daily
and weekly publication, newspapers have
also grown to relate only to those events
that sre, time-wise, reporteble. Situsk=
ions or condgitions in & society are not

"newa', Lhey oon't Wappen al regular inter-

vala, Events do.

Something that happens on Monday
night is reporieble in Tuesday morning's I
newspapar. The lifeatyle of migramt lab-

ourers is nokt. At beat it is "background®'

until someone relesses a study of that
lifestyle on a Monday night.

0f course, that someone has to Fit
the description of a "nevswerlhy person’
@ member of that elikte best described
here as "quoteea' - but more of that
later,

All of which paints a fairly dismal
pleture of life in a newsroom wvhich jour-
nalists themselves would vigosously reject.
The feeling that one is'doing something' I
by yuoting & guotes opposed to apariheid
does much to alleviale other feelings of
wlienation from one's commodity.

IL ig Lhal 'somebthing® Lhalt 1 and my

g

colleagues Jo al our Lypewriters and com-
puler terminals every day, and the way in
which that'soasthingy' beams oul a more
conservative subliminal messsge tham any-
thing our editors with wvhich 1 &am conrcer-
ned here, It would pe pointless to exam-
ine here the grosser sspects of racism and
egxiam inherenlt in women's pegea, extrs
editions, racial calegorisation of those
in the 'newa' or girlie pictures. Hoat

of Lhese are part of the unchangeable
framevork fed Lo "that's what our
readers want'.

Us a8

But it is conventional wisdom thatl
we as journalists can decide what our
readers think aboulk, not how they Lthink
about 1t.

The Star's recent surwvey of black
responses to the Silverton siege shows
that despite the screaming heedlines of
"killer terrorists' and 'innocent victims
of terror', about 90 per cent of Sowetans
had 8 pusitive response to the sction.

Which seems to bear oul the con=
ventional wisdom. Hut & couple of aother
examples give the lie to it.

The recent attack on Booysens
police station was described by police am
unprofessional, and the Tact that 150
bullets and three AFG rockets were fFired
withoul hitting anyone, seegma to bear
thie out. which feeda another media myth
- guerillas in Africa are senl in with in-
aufficienl troining., To put it in context:
dnly one bullet in 25 000 killed anyone
during the Korean war, so the Booysens
guerillas weren't Etoo bad after all,

but how many Journelists or iheir readers

3l




knew that? They asccepted the "unprofess-
ional' label and all that it implied.

The second example

A sscond example is the murder of
Or Rick Turner. Becauss the murder was
seen as an lsolated event without any
contextusl background by the journalistas
reporting on it, they asccepted the prepos-
terous claim by an unidentified telephone
caller that the murder was cerried out by
"the AMC and Black Power Howvement'.
Durban security police deseribed the
claim =s 'very interssting' - and a page
one lead wes born. That it was asbsolutely
ridiculous to anyone wikh man ounce of
logic mattered not at adl to the writers,
subeditors and night editors of South
Africa. Thay obligingly fed their
readers an obvious lie which intruded
agein and agein in subsequent reports
of the murder, and no doubt lives on in
the minds of meny Sowth Africans as
fact. The papers which featured the

ANC murder claim most prnllnintlr. Bub=-
sequently refused to carry official ANC
denisls = on tha dubious grounds that
they could not lagelly quote the ANC,
although they had hed no problem quoting
tha "ANC snd Black Power Movement' spokes-
man on the night of the killing.

Another example: if & newapaper
reader were to read of a mine management
decision to condemn over 30 miners to
daath by sealing them in & mine in which
a firewas raging, because to allow the
fire to continue would have atopped prod-
uction, the resder would obviously be

horrified. A mine was in fact sealed in
the Western Transvaal in 1978 to kill a
fire. More than 30 black miners were left
to die inside. But because the press used
the opimiona of the mine menagement a=
fact and said the men were doomed even if
the mine were not sesled, the matter was
over in three deys and nobody questioned
the management's decision.

Our deafening silence and correspond-
ing public complacency on the potential
dangers of Koeberg is another case in point.
As is the neat categorisation of strikes,
demonstrations,and riots es illegal mcts
by using crime reporters to report on them.

Then there is the matter of the -
quoteas. The people we quote, mors than
anything elae we do, pute us solidly on

tha side of thoss who benefit from this
socisty.

It is obviously important to
get the views of those who rule us.
But guoting the DFficiel Opposition?
Even the most anthusiastic PFP supporter
must realise that it serves little
function but to legitimate the idea of
South African democracy. Harry Schwartz
has no effect on military policy, but we
guote him on &ll things military. Like-
wise Raw. Sure the men at either and of
the SADF's rifles would be more relevant?
Instead of quoting pass offenders on the
horrore of pase lawe, we quote Suzman and
Motlana, who have never had to live
through thoses horrors.

On the Silverton siege we gquoted the
Institute for the Study of Terrorism, the
Freedom Foundation and almost :nrbddy elans
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irrelevant we could Find. Only The
Citizen had the initiative to sctually
contact the men responsible For the story,

the three guerillas{(they telexed the Volks-
kam building).

The way we use our quotees tells our
readers that there is & group of people
who have an inherent "newsworthiness', -
who just are important. Their viasws are
the most valuable we epan Find. And the
fact that none of Lthes& gquotess are
challenging any of the fundamentala of
our society cannot pass unnoticed.

The message is clear: the most valuable
views were can find are ssying that

the structures of this society are
correct. And those views accept the

value systesms imposed by the oppressors
and exploiters, sven vhen disagreeing with
thes .

We are trying to tell our readers
that these people are important,; in our
objective view and what they are saying
is the truth. What we should be telling
them is that our guotees, our definers of
issues, are merely the best we cen find

becauss many of the people who would
otherwvise be importeant are banned, in jail
in exile, or part of a social stratum with
which we have no contact. We should also
inform our readers that there are probably
many 'leaders' emong factory workers and
Ferm lsbourers with whom we have naver

come into contact, becaume they are not,
like Motlana, on the telephone. And that
there are probably dozens of labour leaders




with far greater constituencies than our
quotees,; but we have pnever met tham because
we rarely report on lebour matters except
from an employer viswpoint, and than only
when thers is an evant - a dispute.

And thet we apand moast of our time
in town so we don't have much contact
with rural responses to the system.

Jf courae, we don't tell our read-
¥ imply that what we
broad
And because of
deadlinea, we don't have time to define
our quotees for ourselves, we leave that
50 sven iF South African
newspapars had not recognised tha Muzorewa
regime , the smount of space we devoted
to his mouthings implied our recognition
for ua. JED: the bighop was as important
gs a resl prime minjster, we implied.
QED: the interim regimes was valid.

QED: the internal elesction was valid and
Mugabe and Nkomo were therefore anti-
democretic and thus terroriste. Likewise
with Namibiem and South Afirica. Armed
clashes are isolsted, unsituated events.
Guerillas stteck for pno other reason than
that they have guns, Which dossn't mean
we have to include a list of all injustices
ever perpetumted in South Africa in svery
story we write on guerills conflict, but
we could chellenge our guotess to define
what they say in slightly broader terms
than: Mandele is guilty of high treason.

era any of that.

are feading them is a valid,
spectrum of opinion,

to our rulers.

There ia a presumption in what we
write and the way we write it of support
for libersl, democtatic principles =
unleas our quotees specifically deny . IF

we are to give our quotees credit for that® |
balief, we have @ duty to force them,
through our questioning, to live up to
that belief. To allow the Koornhofa snd
Oppenheimers free rein to say what they
like about an issue and to allow them to
define the terms in which they speak
about it is to allow them space to prop-
agandise their own ideologies. It is not
palance or truth.

To allow & policeman to define the
terms in which we report s demonstration
or a strike, i to allow him to define
police action as defence of liberal,
democratie principles.

Qur assumptions of liberal democratic
principles have been putflanked by PW
Botha's "change or die', and the upsurge
of propaganda advocating 'free' enterprise.

Our stories

Tha subliminal message of our stories
vas that we wanted change and freedom.
We've got them and we don't kmnow how to
respond ko them.

We need to do more than Find another,
more acceptable quotge. We need to examine
the presumptions inherent in everything
we write or we will fece the possibility I
in the coming years of becoming, as the
journalists of Rhodegis did, active supp-
orters of their rulers' repressive ideol-
ogies rather than what we are now, passive
purveyors of those jideologiea., They did
not start off as Coleridge's 'advocates
end auxiliariea' either, they were just
journeliste.

The solution is pnot to get oukt of the

commercial press.

We are aktuek, for |
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better or for woree, in it. The British
labour movement has not been sble, despite
20 years' effort to get an alternative

national paper off the ground. The hist-
ory of Spark, New Age, The Guardian etc.
= and tha elov death of The Voice demon-
itrntu.thu Futility of aven considering
it in South Africa

The 100-o0dd lave that limit what we
write, and the conservastism of our

editorial executives, make our task more
difficult, but they do not prevent it.




AUTOMATION:

control of
wvorker and
machine

THIS article is &an sttempt tO focus sttention
on changes sceurring in the labour process
{(the manner in which machines and people
combine to produce items) due to the "thircd
technologicel rlvnlutiun", which is
characterlesad by the control of machinas
snd industrial processes by means of
alesctronic apperatuses. Thae third technolo=
glosl revolution is the change fros mechan=
ised production to automated production, and
reapreassnkts the culmina tion of the mate=
marphoses uf the means of prnduntlnn.E
It is slsoc reférred to am the iiintruninu
ravolutian. )

Thres aspects of this revolution In
the means of production will be conaidered:
The affect on lebour;
Trenda in South Africa;
Examples.

a) The effects on labour:
Automation of production is seen by Ehe
originator of cybernetics, Norbart Wiensr,
as & graat liberating Force,; In that *it
gives the human face & new and most effective
collection of mechanical slaves to performs
its lnhuur-'.a Howaver, technological
advances only have a libsrating effect iF
tusy Free human labour from degrading and

dangerous Gcoccupations. IFf labour is forced
to compet@ gwith the mechanical slaves
created by advancinan technoleny Ehen ik

is also Forced to accept the conditions of
slave laboyr,

The industrisml revolution, by intro=
ducing mechanisation, develued the strength
of human labour = no human could compete
against steas or electric powsr. Many crafte
survived and skilled artlaens like carpenters,
mechanics; atec, ware initially not threaten=
ed because thelir skills ware mental akills
to a large extent.

With the advance of technology and
incressingly through the use of automated
machinery, it is not only the strength of

living labour that is being devalusd but
slao the mantal skills. A& skilled Fitter

and turner can be replsced by = numsrically
zontrollsd machina (to guots a machine-tool
supplisr: ‘Wherever you go peopls ars
wanting to replace old=r machines with more
sutomated sachinery so they cen cub down the
sver-increasing problem of labour' - ses
Times in Industry, supplement to tha Sunday
Times; March 30, 1980), Office routines are
computerised and skilled clerks become slaves
to & machins. Thae survivors of esach techno-=
logical revolution become Tewer and fewsr
and the remaining smployment opportunities
requiring an understanding of the production
process 18 reserved for an sver=dacraaslng
technological and managerial slite.

In 155, at the First National Con=
fecence on Automation and Computation, the
senior Vice-President of TUCSA, Tom Murray,
sald "... the implications of cybsrnation
ars causing little or no concern to the
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average South Africen worker. Indesd, the
ovaryhelming majorikty of the workers, the
ungkilled non=-white labour force, are gquite
unawara of the evolution of machines thet
will, within a matter of decades, aliminate
them from the workplesce'. This schoess the
concarm eéxpresasd by Ullﬂ.f-a He Found
that gt the level of shop steward the trade
gnion officials often did not have the
broad training nesdad to enter into the
larger political, technical, sociological
end sconomic guestions IIiFiﬂ by tha
prograss of esutomatlion.

The editorial of South Africen Labour
Bullatin of November, 1978 (4,7) mention®

two aspects of changes in the labour process

brought about by technologlcal progress:
deskilling of occupations, and reduction in
the size of the work Fforce. Thres studies
examining trends in a general engineering
firm, a dalry and the fuecniture industry are
published in the same issus. The conclu=

slon drawn iz Ehat:

The forcces that srode skilles are too
powerful for organisations on a craft
and race basis to provide lesting
protection of sxisting skille and
privileges. The real issues at stake
for the trade wnions is to be strong
anough to be able to bargain and exert
a degres of control over the whole
lebour procese so as to try end bene—
fit all workers.

To kthis may be sdded that futurs gensrations
of workers should not be Torgotten.

While it ie important to be aware of
the geskilling process brought about by
incrpasing mechanisetion and sutomation, it
is mot the pkilled worker who will loas
most, Dus to the incressing concentration.

of production necessitated by more capital




intensive production, the emconomic base in
rural areas and small communities will

Tha people who stand to lose
most are ths young, the undereducated, the
unakilled workears, tﬂi laid=off workets with
outmoded skills end thes unemployed in those
arsas where sconomic stagnetion hes resulted,

dateriorats,

Employment reguirements for sutomation
in South Africa wers predictad in 1969 by
GA Harvey. According to him ths reguirements

would bet 3 530 graduates (engineers)
& 730 tachniciana
3 650 non-matriculanta

in the pariod 1968=-73.

The expacted shortfall for non-matri-
cuolents wey 354, 5 490 for technicisna and
This shows the
sxpected trand as sutomation Lis incresased,
ie more skillsd labour is reguired, and
sxplaine the continual demand for skilled
labour by industry. This trend doss not
changs ®8 industrislisation progresses and
in the EEC countries ths rate of change of
amploysent in the peciod 1969=T73 had
decreassd to 0,72 while the rate of change
This means that Fewsr

2 250 fTor gradusts enginesrs.

in output was 5,39.
peopls are required in production, but that
at the semg time more Is being produced.
Linking this trend to the smployment
reguirements listed sbove indicates that asg
sutomation is introduced the demand will ba
for skilled lsbour; but the skilles required
will be those nesded to service end maintain
The sklilled
artigen who was in the Ffrontlime of production
will be replaced by an automated productlon

the ever more complex machines.

process unger the control of an unskilled

machine operator. Employment opportunities

will also show a relative decline as produckt=
ivity is Incressed.

Often the skills required will bs new
skille making skills scquired previously
obsolate.

b) Trends in South Africat
In order to compete on international markets
and to attract investmgnt ceaplital, South
African industries must manufscture sccord=
ing to intarnational standards and at costs
compatitiva with thosm of the sdvanced
To msat these
reguiraments the local menufecturlng tech-
niguas must ba in lina with thoss of the
advanced countries.

capitalist countcies.

Fodarn manufacturing technigquas arce
increasingly being sutomated; the ceasons
for this baing:

i: To lncresss the conktrol of managemant

avar the prndﬁ:tiﬂn process,; and,; therefore,

over labourj

11, To aliminate the husan slement in
manufecturing.

Increased control means better planning and
the sliminstion of tisg—yaating and unpro-
ductive procedures.

By mliminating Ehe human element in
production higher msnd mors consistent
standards cen be malntained; 1In short
production runs the costly retaining of
labour is aliminated.

Clearly modern industry Lls cepltal
intensive snd not labpur intensive. For
South Africen industry the drive to moderne—
ise appamsrs to bm & contradiction dus to Ehe
large scale unemployment and evellsbility
of & cheap labour supply. The South Afclcan
industrialist would hegitates baform

modernising; as a labour-saving machine is
enly used if ite cost is offset by the saving
in labour costs and the incressed producti-
vity dus to its uass. ’

The South Africen state regsros
international trade links as stratagically
importent snd would encoursge &n incressing
integration inte intarnaticnal trags = thias
reguires modecnisation of South African
ingustriss. Tha Wiehahn and Risksrt
Commissions represent some responses by the
state, In particular the creation of the
National Manpowsr Commisslon (NMC) can be
segn in this light.
will h-:El
i: to snalyss ths ocversll manpower situstion

Its principal functions

by ressarch into the design, planning and
mogernisation of manpowsr programmigj

1i. to keep & closs watch on developmants
on tha international lebour Frontj

1ii. continually to svaluate the wpplice-
tion and sffectivensss of labour lsgislstion
ang prectice,

In ganerel the recommendations of the
Commissions will have tha following sffects:
i creste a steble urben labour Force which
Will bm in & privileged position relstive ko
migrant labourj
ii, wencourage the training of labbur to meat
Far this to
be wisble a stable labour Force is necessary.

tha demands of sodernisation,

This would mean higher pay For thoge
ingluded in tha overall plan, but productivity
would be higherg
iii. removal of the unsmployed and under=
@#mployesd from urbesn sress.

The atate's response ls to co-ppt &
saction of the black labour Force by sharing




the prosperity generated by increased
productivity with thes.

e} Examplam:
Thres main areas of automation can be
identifisds”
i. EClectronic Datas Processing (EOR)

In this area electronic computats are used
for processing of Information in the insur—-

ance, banking and other mainly clerical
branches of sccupation., Many clerical and
secretarial functions, even in smellar
businesyss, are being taken over by mini=
computers or electronically controlled
machines,

Thy main benefit to management does
not dative from automation of routine
clerical duties but from the information
processing capabilities of electronic
compukters, EDP provides management with
& source of information enabling tham to
exsrcise gresater control over their organ-
isations, increasing efficiency and product=
ivity.
ii. Proceas Control
This is ysed in direct control of the
production process in Industries like -
petro-chamicel (the most sdvanced applice-
tion); pulp and papsr industry = these have
besn increasingly subosated and the expectad
expenditure on sutomation over the five
years 19659=73 was R16,15-mj ore Tetrieval in
mininp, steel rolling mills and thg mebtpllur=
gicel industries.
iii. Advenced mechanisation or small scele

sutomation

In this field automation LIs being intro-
duced into sectors which traditlofnally have
been labour intenaive.

Such industriess are ones in which betch
production has domimeated owver flow line pro-
duction, Productivity has been low because
of poor hachine utilization., Two examples
sre the matalworking industry end the
garment industry.

In metalworking numerically controlled
machines are replacing askille held by skilled
machine pperators, The latest generation of
these machines ate axtremaly Flexibla and
uss micro=computers to control operations.
Thesa machines are leas expensive today
then their predecessors of ten years ago
end are guited to batch productlon becausae
af the grester flexibility inherent in

computer control.
The glothing industry is charecterisad

by low capital costs end high labour inten-
sity. Changing feshions and the complexity
of production have precluded the deglign of
purpos® bullt machinea. The micro slsctron=-
ics revolution is chenging this snd aslf
programming robot erms sare belng produced

for use in cutting. Layout of pattarns on
the cloth to minimise wastage has bean
computerised (eg at the Ldgar's fTactory at
Tonoeat), In fact a visit to a multinstionsl
owned factory (mg Hang Ten) will show that

in the garment industry the competitive

edoe Ls no longer labour costs but tachnology
employed,

Tha introduction of automated production
end contral processes is bassd on the
slectronics revolution, Labour ls mot only
effected fn industries which are being
sutomated out also in industries producing
equipsent Ffor autometion. A atriking

example is tne senufecture of slectronic

telephons exchanges. In the UK in changing
pver from glectro-mechanical to electronic
sxchanges over 90% of the work fForce employed
on the production of electro-mechamieal
sxcheangea was made redundant.

Yharever elsctronic circuits are used
in mquipment they are designed for sass of
maintenance and repalr. So=called askilled
slectronics 'enginesrs' or *technicisns’
are often people with no more than & menth
pr two's training. Thelr skille consist
of using diagnostic aids to trace s possible
fault to & particulsr sub=module {(unit) which
is replacag, The feulty moduls is eithar
repaired by = small workshop staff, or elss
thrown swky =a scrap. A& typical sxample
of this ils the television receiver repalr
business. This does mean that a country
can usa high technology technigues without
sver building up the besic skills, end this
leads to greater dependency on sources of
thase skills like multinational companies

and expatriates. !
Another example of skille being devalusd

through the use of slectronic circuitey is
in the watchmaking industry, or in South
Africa, t“e vatch gepaffr industry. Digital
electronic watches should last a lifetime
with only periodic battery replacements
required. HARepairs ars not worth the cost
dus to thy sver decressing prices. latch
rapalrars could therefore B of ever laes
relevance,

Further exssples of automated production
ere briefly listed:
= computerised electronic weighing at 54
Titen Progucts. 'This will not be &n opera=-
torleas plant,.. It cuts down on tha smount




of operator skill required to ansura smooth
and sfficient operstion' (Pulss, August 1974},
= supsruising control system at East Drie-
fontein gold mine reduction plant, Compu-—
ters sccomplish the tasks of plant state
sensing, etatus display, swltching motors

snd providing the operator with eccess to

the plant (Pulse magazine, Deceabar, 1574 ).

- gontrol of a hot etrip mill st ISCOR

(Pulss, Dacembar, 1974).

- guarrying., Horegrove quarcy in Port
Elizabath whars computer controlled welgh=-
bridge is used to contrel inveleing and atoras
records as well as keeping # record of

the truck flests.

Conclusions

Tha main aim of this srticle iz to creats an
ayaranass of the implications of the electron-
ice revolublon,

Trade unions in South Africa should
femiliarise themselves with production trends
in industries in the advanced countriss
as wall as thes responss of trade unions in
those countries to such changes.
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THE NATURE OF

| POLITICAL

TRIALS

D0 'political triasle' taeke place in the
courts of South Africa® Stete prosgcutors
deny it vehemently, claiming that trials
involving people charged under 'security
legislation' are criminal matters;
government ministers have ob jected to the
category 'political prisoners’ being
eppliad to people convicted in such tri:ll.F
and at least one Supreme Court judge
threatened to report an advocate to hias
Bar Council for referring to a trial =s
‘political’.

Yet m strong case can be made that,
at very least; trisls held under "security’
legislation (especially the Terrorism Act, I
Internel Security Act snd 'Sabotage’ Act)
do have featdres which distinguish tham
from more conventional 'criminal' trials,
e¢g. murder, theft, fraud and so on. A
number of these features spring to mind I
fairly readily:

1. In the vast majority of '"security'
trials, sccused parsons are held in police
detention for lengthy pariods of time
prior to being cherged and appearing in
court. Provision for such detention is
made in, inter alis; the General L awe
Amenoment Act of 1966 (14 days), the 1B0D
detention clause, and section & of the
Terrorism Act, which allows for indefinite
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detention under virtually limitless
police control of detention conditions.

Accordingly, sccused parsons in
'security triale' have usually been in
police custody for a long time - often
the whole duration of the investigation
sgainst them - before appearing in court.
In criminal makters, evidence is ususlly
gathered against a person prior to his or
her errest; on asrrest, the sccused im
usually charged within 48 hours and even

if not grented bail has mccess to friends,
family and legal advisors,

In a situation of lengthy detention
and interrogation, an accused person is

under strong compulsion to assist thes
pelice in gathering evidence mgainst him
or her, as well as ageinst others who
may eventuslly be charged in court, or
used a8 witnesses.

2, The next major Teature distinguishing
'security' from 'criminal' trials is the
question of evidence led in court mgeinst
an accused. In almost all security cases,
alleged accomplices of the accused are
detained for lengthy periods, and placed
in & position of helping the police to
build up & case against the sccused (=
person may be detained until he or she has
anevered all questions to the satisfaction
of the police). Once the sccused has been
chargad, and it has been decided to use
accomplices as witnassas, those )
accomplices may be, and usually are, hald
in custody on order of thes attorney
general.When such s witness is brought

to court to give evidence sgainst the
accused, he or she arrives in court



directly from custody, and is effectively
in police detention until the moment they
anter the withnesas box.

Normally, a witnese in a trial is not
required to answer questions which
ineriminate him/her in the commission of
an offence; if, however, the state requests
the presiding judge or megistrate Lo warn
such & witness as an accomplice of the
accused, 81l queations put to the witneas
muat be gnawered Iin Ffull, imcluding ones
which incriminate the witness. If, at the
conclusion of the trisl, the presiding
judge or magistrate is satisfied that the
witneas answered sll questions fully and
truthfully, the witness will be granted
an indemnity against prosecution by the
state in respect of the matters he or she
teatified on., This procedure can be called
into use for state witnessea only, and '
excludes people giving evidence for the
defence. .

Accomplice svidence may be used in
any trial, and indeed is used on occasion
in non-sscurity matters. However, the
procedure is most commonly found in
'security' trials, primarily because of
the manner of police investigetion of
such metters, ie detention of all suspects,
a8 wall as othera who mey possess
information relevant to the trial.

The very scale and frequency of kthe
use of accomplice avidence differentistes
'security' from "criminel" trials.
J.Another fairly regular feature of
security triales, which occurs much leas
frequently in criminal metters, is the
tendering of 'confessions', made by accused

people while in police custody, as evidence.
The number of people in security police
custody who fully confess to serious

of fences, including the undergoing of
military training outside of South Africa,
possession of arms, explosives and
ammunition, and membership of banned
organisstiona, is remarkable. On occasion,
police take people in their custody to
magiatrates to meke these "confessions';
other times, the sbatemenks are made
directly to policemen. (The former
procedure mekes it slightly easier for
‘the state to have such confFessionse
admitted as evidence in court).

The scele and regularity of such
confessions distinguish the
and the 'criminel' trisel. One can speculate
that these confessions are made so
regularly because of detention provisions
which allow police such & large degree of
control over & suspect; certainly
allegations of aessult, torture and mal-
treatment are more reguler in ‘security’
matters than in "criminel' cases where
the power of the police over a suspect is
more limited.

"security"

4, 1t is very unusual fFor a person charged
with a security offence to be granted bail
while awaliting trial, The sttorney general
of the provinece in which the trial is to

be held is granted the power to refuse bail
in eny of these sorts of matters; and this
is now done as s matter of course. The
attorney genaral or his representative
need not explain why bail is being refused;
the mere hending in to court of a
certificate signed by the attorney general
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ig sufficient to keep an ewaiting trial
person in custody.

In 'eriminal® matters, accused people
ere uwsually granted bail, mven in the
case of serious charges like murder, rape
end armed robbery. If the state wishes to
oppose the granlting of bail, it has Lo
lead evidence showing why bail should not
be grented; the accused may attempt to
challenge this evidence, and show why
bail should be granted. The prélidlng
Judicial officer then decide® whether the
accused should be released on bail or
not. In the majority of cases, bail is
granted, and the state often declines to
oppose the granting of bamil.

As explained above, the procedure is

very different in the case of security
trials.

5. Security laws themselves differ
appreciebly from ecriminel law. The
Terrorism Act, for example, created
offences retrospectively: while the act
iteelf only became law in 1987, it was
expresasly made retrospective to 1962. In
other words, acts committed between 1962
and 1967 which were lawful at the time .
can be charged as Terroriam in terma of
the retrospective clause of that law.
The Terroriam Act, under which the
vest majority of security trisls take
place; also differs From criminel law
in that it covers scts committed putside
of the borders of South Africa (it is
extra-territorial), a prosecution can
only be brought under this asct with thes
express permission of an attorney general,

and in certeain clircumstances, the onus of




proof is altered. Usuelly, the state im
required to prove beyond reasonable doub t
that an accused is guilty of an offence.
the state has to
astablish a case against the sccused only
on the Fface of things (prima facie), ie
guparficially. Once this hes been done,

it is up to the accused to prove Ehit wha t
has been established is not =n offence.
(This is a complex section of the Terrorism
Act, and has been deliberately
oversimplified here).

Finally, both the Terrorism and
'Ssbotage' Acts, s wsll as sectiona of
the Internal Security and Explosive Acts,
provide for minimum sentencea if an accumed
is found guilty. In the case of the
Terrorism and Sabotage Acts; thils is >
years, no part of which may be suaspeanded.

The provision of minimum compulsory
sentences is unusual in the case of
eriminal léw, but common in security
trimla,

6. Triale held under security legislation
differ from criminal matters in snother
importent respect: that of evidence led
by the stete. It is common in security

Under tha Terroriam Act,

matters for state witnesses to give their
evidence in camere, behind closed doors,
with the public excluded and the press
forbidden to disclose the names of certain
witnessea. It appears thet & sufficiently
large section of the South African public
considers that there is a stigma attached
to the giving of state evidence in security
trisle for the state to be concerned

goout the :lfity of ite witnesses. Thias is
by no means the case in criminal trials,

‘@ prisoner to serve his or her sentence

which are generally fully open to the
publiec and press.

accused has bean Found

7. Evan once an

guilty in & "security' trial, he or she

is treated differently from people
convicted in criminal metters. They are
jailed separately from other prisoners
(black men on Robben Island, black
women at Potchefstroom or Kroonstad,
white men in = special section of Pretoria |
Central). A person convicted of a ecriminal
of fence ie lisbla for psrole or remission
of sentence, and it is unususl For such

in full. Those convicted under security
legislation serve their sentences in Full
to the day, and no parole or remission of
sentence is considered.

Finally, it has recently been ruled
that prisonera serving sentences under
gecurity legisleation may not study beyond
matriculation level unless special
parmission is granted. This is not a ruling
applicable to other prisoners.

All of the features listed above show
that & clear distinction exists between
the "criminal' and the '"security' trial;
when one adds a further factor, namely
that of the motivation of accused people,
the distinction reaches lts clearsst.

As a general statement (to which thera |
are of course exceptions), the individual
criminal is wotivated by personal '
intersst- gain, revenge, profit and the
like. (This motivation does not, howsver,
eatablish the reason for crime itself,
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which has to be looked for in the wvery
structure of a cless-divided sociesty).
The person tried under security lawas
iz, on the other hand, usually motivated
by some sense of idealism, a vision of a
new and better society, affiliestion to &
political movement, a strong sense of
outrage or grievence, a programme aimed
at changing society, or a combination of
these factors. The political 'offender’
im someone working to change reality
eccording to & plan or programme , and

ubtilising specific tactice or strategies.

The distinetion between the 'criminal’
triesl and the "political’ triil = for such
trials there are in South Africa = is then
established. It should alsc be clear why
the state wants to attasch the label
'eriminal' to the political triml. As =&
recent study argues,

"essswm must take account of the role
which criminalisation - the attachmen
of the criminel label to the '
activities of groups which the
authorities deem it neceasary to
control - plays in legitimising Ethe
axaccise of judiciml control.......
{TYhers is something appealindy simple
sbout the *'ecriminal label®: itk
rasolves smbiguitieas in publie
feeling.....Crime issues are clear
eut; political conflicts are double
sedged......Hence the 'criminal-
isation' of politiecal and economic
conflicts ism & central sspect of the
exarcise of smocial control:. It im
often accompanied by heavy _
ideological 'work', required to shift
labels about until they stick,
extending and widening their reference
or trying to win over one lasbelled
section mgainst another.®
(Policing the crisis: muggin the
tat and law d order. & ﬁali ot

190) .




It is precisely this dynamic which
is behind the ongoing conflict over what
to call certain categories of political
activista - '"terrorista', "guerilles',
or 'freedom fighters'. The state's attempt
to label activity as 'terrorist', even
when no act of violence is envisaged, or
where violence is directed egainat atate
or strategic property, is part of the
process of 'labelling' certain sorts of
sctivity, and thersby giving it the
atmosphere of the criminmal, rather than .
the political.

Ultimately, the guestion of whether
certain ssts of trials in South Africa
are 'eriminal' or 'political' is not
really a legsl guestion, nor one of careful
definition; the gquestion rather directs I
one to resliss that there are conflick-
ing interests at play, adopting different

world views and programmes on how society

labels in an attempt to legitimate their |

should be reshsped, and who should be
shaping it. These are the real issuss
behind the distinctions between the
political and the criminal, the legitimate
and the illegitimate.

COURTS

Ally Kholisile Lumkwans (22), Uavid Dumisani
Maduna (20), and Bonginkosi Patrick
Malsals (24),
Charge: Thres counts under the Terrorism Act.
Egunt 1 slleged that betwesn September 1978
and June 1979; Lumkwane (scoused number 1)
underwent military training in Swaziland,
Mocambique, Angola snd/or the Soviet Union.
Lumkwans was alsec slluged to have recruited
Sydnay Gumbi, his 2 co-smcoused (Maduna and
Maisela), as well as thres peopls listed as
Alphaus, Bissu and Jagk, for military training.
Raduna and Maiselas were accused of
undergoing military training in Mocambigue
during January/February 1979,
Count 2 dealt with the alleged activities of
the accused, in co—opsration with the ANC
and/er ite military wing, Uskonto we Sizwe,
Lumkeans was mlleged to have trained
various people, including Maduna and Maisels,
for the purposss of guerills warfarej all 3
accussd ware charged with planning to kill or
injure people, and causs damage to government
and privats property. Thess allegations
ralated inter alia to a planned attack on the
Dobmonwille police station, and a mission to
Whittelesea in the Eastern Cape, whare the local
maglstrate and police statlon were to be
attacked,
Eﬂﬂﬂi—l dealt with the possession of srms,
explosives and ammunition, including TNT,
plestic explosives, hand-grenades, SHE sub-
machinsgune and cartridges.

|
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Aecording to tha summacy of facts which
the state intended to prove at the trial,
Luskuans left South Africa in Sspteaber 18976
and jolined Uskonta we S5izve, tha military wing
ogf the ANC, AfTter having been treined; he
agreed to recruit people in South Africa fTor
military training, and to mesist in thair
future training.

He crossed the South Africen/Swazilend
border on various occcasions betwesn October
1878 and June 1978, On one of thess occaslons
he brought sxplosives with hism; and buried
them at Jeppes Resf,; which ﬁ: a border post
batwesn the two countries.

During January/Februarcy 1979, Lumkwane
tecrulitesd Maduna and Maisala for military
training, Tha thres travaelled to Mocambigume
via Swazliland; whare Aaduna and Fsiesla
undacwant military training.: Lumkwane
assisted in their treining,

They raturned to South Africe In
February 1979 in possession of ares and
asmunition which they buried In a sprult
naat Mofolo, Sowato, Shortly aftecwards,
Luskwana took another pacty of ANC recruits
eut of South Afriea,; returning on about Junes
22nd 1979,

He took up residence in an outbulilding of
& Duba house in Soweto, and sssumed the
identity of Sydney Gumbi, who was one of the
recrults he had taken out of South Afries For
trainings He carcied Talse documentatlion in
support of this Ffalee identity, He atored Ewo

handgrenades in & disused refrigeratar in tha
putbuilding which hea wam ccoupying.

Luskwans was arrested at thie Dube housa
an Juna Z8th 1979; after having besn handcuffed
he managed to secape, but was re-captured



after a chase.

After his arrest, Luskwans polnted out &
spot to police at Jeppes RAesf; where axploaiveas
wera Tound buried, Guns and ammunition werm
pointed out to pullni by all thres accused in
Spwako,

During July 1979, Luskwane demonstrated
the construction of a home-mads explosive
device tae the policej in August,; he
damonatrated his Ffamiliscity with tha
ssasmbly and cperation of an anti-aircraft
gun to an afflicer Ln the South Africen
ODefance Force,

The trial opened in the Kempton Park
Suprsma Court on 18th March 1980, before
Justice van Oyk. Lumkwane, the first accused,
pleaded gullty to undergoing mllitary
training, and possessing arms and sxploslvas,
but not guilty to recruiting peopls for
military training, a® well as all tha
allegations contalned in count 2,

Maduna pleaded guilty to undergoing military
training; and possession of armas and
smaunition; but not guilty to the allegations
sat out in couwnt 2.

The stats accepted the pleas of Maduna
and Maisele, Llncluding the not gullty plea
tendeced on gount 2j Lumkwana's plea of nokt
gullty relating to the cecrultment of others;
and the count 2 allagations; was not accepted
by the states, The evidence léd in the trial
aceordingly deelt enly with those allegatiocns
which Luskeanes had pleaded not gulilty tos

The first four witnessss called by the
atate wers relstives or friends of the people
allegedly recrulited by Luskiwans, Thalr avidenca
was of & Bainly formal naturs, establishing
that the peoples recruited had dissppaared from

thalr homes suddenly, and had not subasgquently
bean sean, In addition to this tha fathar af
Sydney Gumbl {(whoss identity Lumkwanms

assumed on returning to Scuth Africa)
testified that & reference (paea) book made
aut in the name of Sydney Gumbl contained an
identity photograph of somaone other than his
son Sydney.

Tha state's naxt witness was Lisutsnsnt
Adrisn Pieter van Niskesrk, a member of the
ascurity police; John Vorster Sguere, and
fnvastigating efficer in this case, He told
tha court that he had previously bsen involved
1n inveatigating the case againat James Mange,
an ANC guerllla who received the death santence
in tha recently concluded Treason Trial held
in Pigtermaritzburg (see Miork In Progress 10.
and 11 for detalls of this trial),

On tha night of 27Tth Juna 1579 ha and a
largs number of pollce surrounded house T840
Dube,; in Soweto. They ssarched thas outside

roomay; and there Ffound Lumkwane, who claimed
that his name was Sydney Gumbi, snd produced

a raference book made out in that name to
svbatantiste his claim, Luskwans was arcested,

Van Niskark than continued to asarch the
Dube houaey, but on hearing a nolese, went
putslide, He realised that Lumkwana had
attempted to sscaps, but was recaptured after
palica opened filre on him,

On taking Lumkwans to John Vorster Souare,
he admitted that his MK (Umkento we Sizwe)
namna was Felix, Van Niekerk knew of that name
from hia investigation of the Jamés Mange
case; whare three psopls had plannad an
attack on the police station and magistrata's
court at Wwhittelsea, Eastern Cape, OF the
mombears of the groupy Mange had been kKnowh ae
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David Mbaley; Petrus Kwadl was known as RAasta,
while the third member was Lumkwans (Felix),.

The maln evidence againat Lumkwans was
contained in 2 brief statements he made to a
magistrate shortly after his arrest, and a
longer stetement made to the police some time
later, In these steatementa, Lumkwans admitted
inter alis that ha had planned missfions %o
attack the Dobeonville police station, and thas
lﬁcll maglstrate's court st Whittelees.

On the basis of ths svidencs led, the
pleas tendered by the accused,; and the
statasents made by Lumkwane, all
found guilty under the Tarrorism
in Luskwana's case, this related
countes, while Maduna and Malssla
guilty on two counts {undergoing
training; and possession of arms
amsunition.

sccusad were
l:t:_

to all 3
wars Found
militery

and

After the defences had lesd svidencs in
mitigation of sentencs, glvan by Professsor
By Haelm; director of the school of socisl
work at the University of Caps Town, thae
following sentences wara psassd by Justice
van Dyk:
Luskwans received & years on sach count, im
and affective sentence of 18 ®
Maduna and Maisela wers sentaenced to 5 ysars
on sach count, to run concurrently,
is an sffective sentence of 5 years.
(Kempton Park Supreme Court, B80,03,28).

Jeremish Kgokong Majeatledi (23), Thaml Gerald
Mkwanazl (38), Ronald Ephraim Mamospa (18),
Lebogang Christy Aokone (18), Petrus Karel
sanabs (22), Andrew Moeti Phala (18), Deacen
S5ikibala Mathe (22), Cornelius Raphsti

Lesuw (18), and a 16 yesar old youth.
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Charges Terrorisms. Certaln of the sccused in
this trisl had besn detalined previoualy by
sscurity policej for sxample, Ronald Masospa
was held Ln detentipn between May and July
1978, and agaln In Hli 1979 in connection with
a2 pstition to spare the 1life of ANC guerills
Solomon Mahlangus

Christy Mokons and Petrus Senabs were
detalned Ln 1978, and in June of that year
wers charged with sabotage, togethar with
Anancis Molepo and Lucas Bodiba. This trial
dealt with s petrol=bomb attack on tha home
of an Attaridgevills school principal during
February 1978, and it is thought to have besn
an anti-8antu Educatlon attack, All & ware
found guilty on alternats counts of arson snd
assault, and were santenced to 12 monthe
imprisonment, and & lasheas,.

On June 1sat 1979; police swoopad on &
numbar of peopls resident in the Atteridgeville I
township, just Weat of Pratoria, At lesst &
youths and & Journalist wers detained in these
ralde: Thami Mkwenazi, attached to the Post
newespaper wes arrested while on a press
asaignment in Pretoris, while Andrew Phals, I
Khands Masango, Patrus Senabs, Ronald Mamosps
and Christy Mokons weres detained Lin Atteridge-
wille itemlf,

Mkwanazi, a senior member of the Jriters'
Associstion of South Africs (WASA) at the time
of his detention, had besn arrested twice

‘confliscated, Aftsr soms 30 days in police

pravioualy by BophuthaTswanan policaj on one I
gocasion he was charged with several othears
for attending & mesting conwvened by the Husan
Rights Congress (HAC), but wes acquittaed,
Subsequantly, the HAC was banned by the Rangope
administration.

Early in 1979, whilas investigating wage

levels in the Babelegl industrisl area,
Fkuwanazl was srrested by BophuthaTewanan
polices snd charged with 2 other Post mtaff
mambars| charges wars sventually dropped.

Amanda Kwadi, Johannesburg social worker
and flianch of Mkwanazl was detailed on Juns &th,
presumably in connectlion with this case, After
193 days in detention, she was relsasad in
mid-Decemsbar, 1979,

While in detention,; Mkwanazl was taken
by sscurity police to Fgst's Pretoria officea.
There his desk was searched; and photographic
negatives of a numbsr of youths were

custody, Mkwanszi's Family wars permitted to
sand him clean clothing for the First time,

Prior to the appearance of the accused
in courty; Iwelakhs Sisulu; president of WASA,
and a journalist on the Sunday Post, was
subposnaed In terms of sesctlon 205 of South
Africa's Criminal Procedurs Act, This sectlon
empowars a magistrate to questlion any parson
about information in thelr posssssion which
relates to a possible offence.

Sisulu was; sccording to the subpoesna;
requirad to answer two guestions relating te
telesphone conversations allegedly held with
Mkwanazi. The Tirst question deslt with &
convarsation held on 23rd Ray 1979, whan
Mkwanazi spoke to S5isulu about 7 black youths
wanting to leave South Africe beceuse they had
becoms "tired of the pefsecution'. MHkwanazl
sllegedly told Sisulu that the youths would
leava & press statement and photographs bahind
in South Afcica for publication after their
depactures

The second telesphone conversatlion

allegedly toock place 3 days later, on May 26th,
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Here, it was claimed, Pkwanazl told Sisulu
that the fortheoming boxing mateh betwsan
Kallis Enostze and John Tete at Mmabatho,
BophuthaTewana; would be discupted. Ha
raferced to m "contact' of his; who was the
sx prasident of the banned (in BophuthaTewana)
Human Rights Congress; and who would ensure
that the mission would be carried out.

On &th August 1979 Sisulu mppesarced in
front of & Pretorla magistrcate; but refused

to answer the questions put to him. He was

sentenced to 9 months Llmpriscnment, but
relesssd on bail pending an appeal, At thae
tima of writing, this appesl was still to
be srgusd in ths Supreass Court, '

The 9 accused in this trial first
sppearpd in court on 27th Dectober 1579 -
approximately S months after being detalned,
They sll faced charges formulated under tha
Tarrorise Act. The state alleged that they
had recrulted others to leave South Africe
for military training with the intention of
pverthrowing the governmant by violent meanaj
cectain of the sccused were also charged with
consplelng to undergo military training

themsalves.

The trisl began in the Fretorla Reglonal
Court on 10th Decembar 1979; before WF Krugel.
A witness called by the stats, Captain
Frederick Nel of the sscurity pollice,
testifiad that tha atats was holding P
witnesaeas 1H-pu11u- custody, while a Fucthar
2 wera not detained. One of thoss not hald had
basn assaulted end threatensd by ssveral
unknown youths: In trials of this nature,
sccording to the witness, it was incrsasingly
comson Tor state witnessss to be threatenesd,




and on occasion sven killed. The state
socordingly appllied For the case to be closed
to the publie, and requested that the names of
witnesses be kept sscrat, This application
was granted by tha p;lllﬂiﬂq maglestrate,

One of the firet witnesses called by tha
stats testified that Majatladi (accused number
1) had told him that Mkwamazi hed said that
there was a man in Ga-Rankus who organised
for people to go for military training.
Fkwanazi had also seked youths intending to
leava South Africa to poss For photographs
which he hoped to publish once they had left
tha countty.

Another state witness testified that the
military training contemplated by the sccused
wes to be organised by the ANCy He had been
approached by Mamospa (accused numbar 3) on
23rd Bay 1979 on the guestion of military
training. He was then tsken to tha Post
newapapar office at the Pretoris Newa
building, whare he found Mkwanazi and 5
other youthes, Mkwanazl noted the namss of
tha youths prasant, and told tham that thay
should return the next day to have thair
plotures taken. He slso told them that
asrrangsmants had been made for them to
undergo military training.

After = 16-yesar old called by the state
rafused to give svidence, testimony was glven
by mambars of ths sscurlty police on the
tapping of thes telsphone of Fost newspaper
in Pratorie, Conversations between Mkwanazi,
fajatladi and others were placed before the
court, dealing with pesospls leaving the
country for military training, photographing
such people; and taking a stetemant From thes
to be publiclsed once they had safely left

South Africa,

Cartaln of the accused gave svidenca
in thelr defence. Thay denled thet they had
planned to leave the country For military
training, but ware rather attespting to avold
police detention., Folice often detalined
ltudinh| shortly before the Juna 16th
anniversacy, and they had fesrced
detention. Akwanazl had photographed

them so that, if they wers detained, the

press would be in & good position to run

& protest story on detentlon without trisml,
In Judgament; the presiding magistratae

-rljlﬂtlﬂ the defsnce verslon, and found that

Majatladi and Mkwanezl had consplired to
srrange traneport for & group of 1B peopls tn.
lpave the country for militery training; the
othear sccused ware Found gulilty af sithaer
being reeruited,; or recruliting othera.
Sentenca: Majetladi and Mkwanazl = 7 years,
The ather 7 accused.= 5 years.

(Pretoria Aegional Court, B80,03.11).

Bhakizitha Dliver Ngubelani (28),.
Charge: 4 counts of Terrorism, The trial of
Ngubelani saross out of the planting of a bowmb
in the Cape Town Suprems Court during Ray 18973,
A glesnsr dlscovered the bomb, snd took it to
g foreman who, in handling it, ast aff the
detonater but not the bomb ltamlf.

The substance af the charges egainst
Hgubelanl ware that
+he left South Africa, Joined the ANC, and
underwent military tralning in Botewena and
Angola)
#in Juna 1978 ha re-=sntered Scuth Africa from
Botswana armed with a Makearov pistol and
amaunitionsg
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+he laft South Africa agalm betwean Sth and
12th April 1979, mand travellsd to Botswans
whare he recelved lnetruetions frem the ANC,
and obtained sxplosives for the menufescturs of
a bombj

+on April I8th he returned to South Afrlca,
reconnoitersd tha Caps Town Suprema Court
building, made a bomb, and placed it in &
toilet of the Supreame Court on 15th FMay 1979,
+subsequent to his arcest, he distributed a
letter to prt-nniil st Pollasmoor Prison which
sencouvraged them to Joln the ANC and uvndergo
military training.

The trial opsned Lin the Capes Town Supcend
Court on 5th March 1980, bafors Justice Howard
of the Natal Bench, Ngubelani pleaded guilty
to all charges; except the one relating to the
letter circulated in Pollemoor prison, Howsver,
the states reguested that the trial procesd as
if Ngubslani had pleaded not guilty, as a
possible death sentence was envissged, and his
guilt should be proved in the normal manner,

Evidence led by ths state claimed that
tha bomb placed in the Caps Town Buprems
Court was capable of killing or ssversly
injuring people in the imsssdiste vicinlty.
1t was aleo claimed that the ANC instructed
its militarily=-trainad members to aliminate
judges,; magistrates, sscurity policemen and
stats witnasses,

Tha stata's moat importent witness,
referred to as "Mr X', waa warned by the
judge as an scocomplice. He testified that in
September 1976 he left South Afrleca, and
travalled to Tenzanls via Botswena end Iambla,
In Tanzanis he spant B months at & camp, whare
he underwant physicel and political tralning.

Subssquently, he travelled to Angola,




where he spant & further 14 months in tha
Funda training camps He mst Ngubelani in this
camps ATter completing his training, he
entared South Africa near Issrust, but
slipped away from th; reat of his group and
gave himself up to tha police. Hes then led
ths police to the rest of the group, whars a
gun battle took place,; and & guerilla was
killed. (It is thought that ona of the
gusrillae in thls group, Tladitsagas Mosea
Folefe, escaped but was subsequently arcested;
and appesarsd as the sscond scoused in the
Fistermaritzburg Treason Trisl. At tha
conclusion of that trisl, Molasfe was
-intinuld to 18 ysmre Tor Treason, plus a
further 12 months for contempt of court,

If this is the Lncident referred to by "Mr
X', then the guerills killed was Richard
Mapetla, alias Patrick Opm Tews, and deteils
of the clash sppear on page 42 of Work In

Prograss numbsr 10).
'fir X" testified that the AKC had 4

tralining campa in Angola: Funda, the camp he
and Ngubslani were in,; housed batween 500
and 800 ANC guarillas.

Verdicts Guilty on all counts, le

1+ Planting & bomb in the Supreme Courtj

2s Undergoing military treinlngj

3. Possession of explosivesj -

4, Circulation of a lettar at Pollemoor
prison sncoursging others te undesrgo
military training.

Sgntgnce; The presiding Judu! accapted that
Ngubslani had left the country in an
grotionally vulnsrable atate, and that the
trigger was the stmosphere at Fort Hare
Univarsity after the death of Steve Bike.

Ha had besn moved by ldealliss in his declslon

to invalve himaalfl in the activitiea of
tha ANC,; and For theas reasons,; the Judge
declded that the desth sesntence was
inappropriste.

For placing the bomb, Ngubalani was sentenced
to 12 ysarsj

undergoing military training = 8 yearsj
possession of sxplosives = B ysarsj
Pollamoor latter = 5 years.

Because certain sentences were ordered to
run concurrently; the affective sentencs

pass was imprisonment for 20 years.

{Caps Town Suprems Court, 80,03.,10).

A 17=ysar old youth,

Charge: Terrorlism, The accused is alleged to
have recruited a person for militery training,
s8 wall as undergoing training himself in
Lesotho batwsen Macch 1978 and January 1979
he im further alleged to have Teturned to
South Africa after receiving tralning with

the intention of endengering the maintenanca
of law and ordec.

An 1B=ysar old Torssr Orlando High Sehool
student testifled that during Ray 1979 the
acousad asked him Iif he waes Intecestad Ln
going to Lesotho for preparatory training,
subseguantly going on to Weast Germany for
further military training,

The accused claimed that & statemsent sade
by him to & magistrate while in custody was
the result of police torture, Whan he denied
knowladge of Ffirsarms to the police at John

Vorster Square,; he was taken to & place known

ag the "truth room" or "wsarkamer'", sand told
to atrip.

Fghen I was naked; ona of the police
officers brought in a bucket of weter and
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gmptied it ocver my head. Then & wet grey
balsclave was pulled over my face and some
instrumants were clipped to my sars.

Usomeone switched on an electric current,
end I thought my head was golng to burat, I
lost consclouBnedBesssss”

The accused claimed that, after further
torture; he was left Tor a night in & cell,
and then told to make & atatement to @
magletrate, "A sergeent told me....that Lf
I did not repest to the maglatrete what he
wes galng to tell me, I would ba sublsct to
the same traatmant {ll hlfurlj...-'

The statement made by the scoused to
the magistrate admitted that he had undergone
militray training while in Lesothos When the
trial continues, the presiding magistrate will
ruts on the adeissabllity of the accused's
fgonfesslion',

{ Jeshannesburg Regional Court, B80,04.02).

Frederick B Phillipe {ITI, Aoger A chrosdar
(25), James V Issel (45), end Clarence ¥
Johnson (24).

Chargey Terrorism, alternatively arson, The
gtate claimed that; by burning down a hall
in Worcester during 1978; the accused
endangered the maintenance of law and order
in Sowth Africe,

A mambar of the Coloursd Represantative
Couneil (CRC) had hired ths hall for a meating
to discuss the new conatitutional proposalss
Aecording to the presiding magistrate, there
ware people opposed to thess proposals,; and
they had formsed themselves into an anti=
CAC movement, The hall had been set on Fire
in an sttempt to bresk up tha mesting,

Phillips snd Schrosder alleged that




statemants they made to a Worcestasr magistrate
shoctly afTter their arrest wars as a result of
assaults by escurity police mambers. Thay
wers detained at Spm on 19th June 1979, and
made thelr "confesslions® in the sarly hours
ogf the fellowing mecning.

& doctor who axamined Schroeder Found a
bruise mark on his spine was likely to have

been caused while he was LIn detention.

Verdict: Phillips and Schroeder guilty of
arsong

Issel and Johnaon not gullty.
Santence: Phillips and Schroesdar = 3 ysars,
(Harmanus Regional Court, 80.03,13).

Kedibone Christopher Mathabs {21), Colin
Makgalo Kotu (23), Simon Mashige (19), and
Elias Modiga (19).
Chargat Terrorism, with alternative charges of
mrson, public violence, attempted murder and
malicious damage to propercty. The accused,
all membars of the Soweto Students League
{55L) are alleged to have set fire to a
Sowsto school on 16th August 1978; incited
gthers to set Firs to the house of & school
principal in Sebokeng, near Verssnlgingy and
prganised tiotous activities at the funaral
of RAobben Island prisconer Johannes Metscbanm.
Mathabe; tha flret sccused, -llnﬁld that
a statement he =sade to pollios shortly sfter
his arrest waes as & result of several sssaults
earriad out by security polices om thres
pccasions & wet cenveass bag was pulled over
his head and he was asssulted, kicked, punched
and struck with an Instrument like a = jambok,
As & result of thess assaults, hs collspsasd
thres times, A maglstrate called as & witness
by the defence testified that when Mathabes was

brought by police to him to make 2 statemant;
ha told him that he had been sssaulted

with m &jambok, Tha n-gittrit- sald that

ha saw 6 weasls on Mathabe's back, and his
evidence weas confirmed by & court interpreter
who was present when Rathabe was Eaken to

the magistratae.

The presiding judge, Justice DJH le
Aoux, ruled that Mathabe had lied to the
gourt an the ssssults, and that ths maglstrate
was an unreliable witnese. The statement
token from Mathabe was sccordingly sccepted as
a confesslon, sdmiessable against him as
avidence.

Both state and defence have now closed
thalr cases in this matter, and the court ia
eurcently adjourned for argument.

(Kempton Park Suprema Court, B80,03,27).

Renfrew Leslis Christie (30).
Charge: 7 counts under the Terrorism Act,
with alternative charges under the Atomic
Enasrgy Act; the Internal Securlty Act, and
an allegation of thaft of a document,
Christis; holdar of a doctorats for &
thesis on snergy In Southern Africe, was
detained in Caps Town on 23rd Detober 1979,
and held under Section & of the Terrorism
Act untll his sppearance in court on 3zd
April 1980, It is alleged by tha state that,
during 1978 and 1979; Christlie supplisd
information on South Africa's snergy situation
to the ANC,; the International Univercsity
Exchange Fund (IUEF), an ANC efficial named
Frene Grinwals, andSouth African exile Horst
Klainaschmidt.
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The preamble to the charges levelled
agalnat Christlie satates that the Afcican
National Congress is an unlawful ergenisation
comaltted to the overthrow of the South African
stata; and that Christie was an actlve
supporter of tha ANC, It La further stated
that the Internatlional University Exchange
Fund (IUEF) has, as ona of its objects, ths
ovarthrow of lawful suthority in South Afrcice,
Christie, it ls alleged, intended to make
avallabla information on all aspects of
snargy in South Africa to the IUEF, Lts
director (Lars=Gunnar Eriksson), ths ANC and
one of its office-bearsra (Frens Ginwala),
and to Horst Kleinschmidt, an official.of
the International Defence and Ald Fund,

Specifically, it is claimed that Christies
obtalned informatlon as to what regions the
ftomie Energy Board regarded it as ssiamo-
logically safe to explode nuclear devices
within South Africe; and transmitted this
information to Eriksson by letter during
February 1878,

" It is further alleged that Christis
attempted to remove a drawing of the Kosberg
Nuclear Powsr Statlon from tha Elsctricity
Supply Comsmiseion Library, as well aes s report
entitled "Public Reaction to the Introduction
of Nuelear Power and thas Influsnce of Publie
Aelations Technigues", and sttempted to send
this materisl to one of the psoples or
organisations named in the preamble to the
indictment,

Further charges related to alleged
inspections of the Duvha Power Statlon,
near Witbank,; and the Krisl Power Statlon
nesr Bethal, with the intentlion of abtalning
information to send to tha ANC, IUEF and/or




ite nffl:i—h-irlrl! and ths obtaining of
drawings sntitled "Flow diagrams,; Camden Powar
Statlon™, and "Elesctrical Diagram, Camden
Powar Station®,

It has been announced that Captain-C
dilliamaon,; South African police spy who
infiltrated the IUEF and beceame 1ts deputy
dirsctor, will be & stats witness against
Christin in his trisl, which begina in the
PFretoris Suprame Court on 19th Mays

Wellington Vikile Gumenge (23), Paul Xhumalo
(32), Wandile Abilas Dayile (24), Fikile
Ernsst Mohall (19), Vusumzi Kennsth Zibonda
(18), wandile Goodman Goakszi (19), Lizo
Zwelimzine Kula (18), and Aba Xhego

Dayile (18]},

Eharget Terroriem, The sccused are alleged
to have sttempted to leave the country far
military training, msnd to hawve robbed & van
driver of R3I30,.

During the triml,; it emerged that police
falsaly told the family eof Ilbanda that ha
had besn shot dead while trying to cross into
Botswans, and that his body would anly ba
ralsassd once they had made a satlisfactory
statement about him.

While in detention,; Iibanda was taken to
a magistrate to make a ‘confession', but told
tha magistrate that ha had been hit on thas
leg and stomach with & plank, and his head hit
agalnat & wall by a Constable Lokwa,

{Port Elizabeth Regional Court, BO.03.13).

M URITY AC Sa

Oups Sstenane Gerald Segone (21),
Charae: 2 counts under the Internal Security

Agt. The mccused, head prefect of Orlando
West High School snd metriculation student
until his detention In September 1979; wan
charged with furtharing ths aims of the ANC,
and recrulting mesbers for ths same
organisation,

A confession made by the accused whils
in police custody was accepted as evidence
sgainst him by the presiding magistrate,
although Segone claimed he had made it after
baing sssaulted by security police at John
Vorster Square,

Verdicts Guilty of being a member of the ANC,
and furthering its aime.
Sentpncer 3 ysars,

{ Johannesburg negional Court, 80,03,12), I

Anit Kupper (19), Gregory Zinn(18), Sue
Kyrdal (21), Chrispian Oliver (21), Sareh
Cullinan (19), Clairs Moore (19), Michalls
Solomons, Gavin Edwards (19), Sarah Ward
{19), Richard Goode {18}, Vernon Katzopouloe
{19), Chrie Gifferd (19), and & 17-year old.
Eharget Internal Security Act, The accused,
all atudents at the University of Cape Town,
ware arrested while distributing pamphlets
relating to the "relsass Mendela' campalgn. '
(Caps Town Magiatrate's Court, B60.03,28),

Neimbithi Johnson Lublel (28), Petrus Taepo
Mashigo (20), Naphtall Manana (24), Ikanyeng
Moses Molebatsi (27), Hlolile Benjamin TaO {24)]
Phusulanl Grant Shezli (24), Jeremish Radebe
{26), Boyce Johannes Bogale (26), and

Thomas Mngadi (29).

ChargetThe accused all Face ons count of High
Tremson, 2 counts of murder, 21 counts of
attempted murder, and 1 of robbery with I
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agnravating circumstances. There are also 4
sltermate counts formulated under the Tercorism
Acts The accused, all allegedly guerilless of
the African National Congrees (ANC),.are
charged with responsibility For the slege at

a Silverton Bank where two hostages wars

killed, and an attack on & police statlon at
Soskmekaat sarlier thie year. It is not
nacessarily suggested that the sccused were
peraonally responsible for thess two attecks,
but that they are érimlinally responalble
through conspiring with the African Natlonal
Congress, and various of its members omc
supportere.

The accused are aleo allsged to have
undergone military training under the
auvspices aof tha ANC,

Tha trial of the accused besgina in tha
Pratorla Supress Couct on Znd June 1980,

T N N R
(Internsl Security Act).
Lawrence Ntlokoa (22).
Ehacger Contravention of his banning and
houss arrest order, Ntlokoa,; probably the
youngast person to be restricted in South
Africa, is confined to the Krugersderp
magisterial district, The state alleges that
on 1st April 1960 he wes srrested outeide a
cinema in Fordsburg, Johannesburg, thesrsby
contravening his restriction orderc.

The matter is dus to be heard in the
Erugeradorp Reglonal Court on 18th May 1980,

Fr Patrick Smangaliso Mkhatahwa (38),
Charge: Contravention of his banning and housa
arrest order, The state alleges that Mkhatshwa,



whd is gonfined ta his houss in Soshangpuue
betwasn Gpm and Gam dally, sccepted visiters
at his houss on two occaslions durlng June
19793 this, it ls alleged, constitutes =
gontravention of the accused's restriction
ordar,

Mkhatahuws was banned and houss arrested
at the baginning ef May 1977; a Catholic
priest, he ls attached to thea South Africen
Catholic Bishop'a Confersnces
{Pretoria Regional Court, B0,03,08).

Dan Qege.
Charge: Contravention of his banning order.
Gege, an axecutive mamber of the Port Elizabath
Black Civie Orgsnisation (PEBCO) until he was
banned at the end of Februsry 1980, was
restricted at the same time as Thozamile Botha,
Phalo Tehume,; mnd Post jJournallst Mono
BEadala,

He has now besen charged with leaving Ethe
Fort Elizabeth magisterlal district on Jzd
March, thereby contravening his restrlection
order.
{Port Elizrabeth Maglstrate's E&urt, B0,03,11).

Rev David Russell (40).
Eﬂlgg!; 11 counts of contravening his bannming
and houss acrest orderj possession of s banned
book, namely "Bikeo" by D. Woodsj and
disteibuting or publishing & document
gntitled "Crossroads Tesidents personal
sccounta of conditions during tha perclod of
arreast following the September 1978 police
ralde” .

The majority of the contraventions of
his restriction order relats to Russell's
decision to trawvel to Grahamstown to attend

the Anglican Synod meeting khere,
Vardicts Luilty.
Sentence: 4 1/2 years, of which 3 1/2 years
wera conditionally suspended for 5 years. This
is an effective sentence of 1 year.

An appeal has been noted againet sentence,
and Aussesll is currently on bail,
(Caps Town Regional Court, B0.02,28).

APPEAL PR NGS .

Nto Mitta Maphike (45).
As reported in WIP 8 (page 45), Mitta
Maphikea was convicted uvnder thae
Terrorism Act, and sentenced to 5 years
imprisonmants In her trisl, which took
place in the Johannesburg Regional Court,
she was Found guilty of recruiting 5
peoples for military treining during
February 1978,

She appealed sgainst conviction, and
in December 1979, after serving 9 months of

her sentence, the appeal was successful, end
she was released,
(Pretoria Suprems Court, 79.12.12).

TRIALS IN '"INDEPEMDENT! BANTUSTANS .

Alphsus Mothipe (23), Karabo Modibe (18),
Alpheus Kungwsne (20), Gerald Seabtele (20),
and Emmanuel Madibe (29),

Chargas Contravention of BophuthaTswana®s
Internal Security Act. The sccussd ara
alleged to be members or supporters of the
ANCy and to have posssssed pamphlets which
furtharead the alms of the ANC,

(0dl Reglonal Court, BD,02,25),.
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Sabata Dalindyeboa (51).

Charges Transkei's Publie Securlty Act. The
psccused is leader of the opposition Democretic
Progressive Party in the Transkei. The charges
related to a political mesting addressed by
the sccused on 30th July 1979, wvhere he was
alleged to have clalmed

#that he was supearior to Kelser Matanzima In
tribel politics; and would therefore always

be superiorj

+that Matanzima hed sccepted '"indepandence’

gn the terms of the "white Boers'j

+that Matanzims, the State President, uas
Free, but his peoples ware notj

+that the Transkei was a pigety.

Verdigt: Gulilty on one count, ie wviolating
tha dignity or injuring the reputation of tha
"President' of the Transkel by seying that
+ths Preasident visited Pretoris and sccepted
independence on terms dictated to himg

+the Preslident had an abundance of the
necessities of 1ife while his people lived on
excrataj

+£h| Presldent maltresated his peopls,
Sentgnca: R700 (or 18 months), of which

A200 (or 6 montha) was conditionally suspandaed,
(Port St, Johns Suprame Court, 80.04,01),

GERERAL TRIALS OF INTEAEST.

Dorothy Cleminshaw (57).

Charge: Fossession of banned publications, The
sccused, secretary to banned priest David
Russell, was alleged to have possessed

] write what I 1like"™ by Steve Biko; and tha
"Rioter's Digest", produced by students at

the University of Capa Town, both publications
being banned for possession, The publications




wara found in her house during tha courss of
. & security police ralid,

Vgrdicks Gullty.

Santence: R100, or 1 month. Mre Cleaminshaw
declined to pay thas fine, and wes taken into
custody. Subsequantly, frlends pald the fine,
and she was Telessed.

{Parow Regional Court, 80.03.28),

Sibongile Susan Mthembu, Feziws Bogkhalane,
Elizabath Mhlapo and Dorothy Nyembs,
Chazgat The acoused, all political prisoners
hald at Potchafstroom Female Prison, have baan
charged with discbeying prisen regulations.
Aoeording ta the charge sheet, when ordered
to go to cells by a wardress on et Farch 1980,
they rafused to do mos

Bookhalane, Nhlapo and Nysmbe are
serving sentences under the Terroriem Act,
whils Mthembu was convicted of ssdition.

Stanlay Vilakazl, Fosss Mhlangu, Peulus
Fhlangu, Jacob Mhlangu, Miempie Vilakazi,
Themba Nonyane, Hilda Vilskazl, ang

Willem Mhlangus

Chagger Publie Violence, The charges smerge
from & series of clashes between s 200=-atrong
crowd and police near Hendrina, Eastacn
Transvaal, on 29th Decambar 1979,

Evidence led is that the cleashes broke
put after police drove inte an old man after
breaking up & gambling game, The crowd,
ancaged st the inclident; attacked police; who
responded by opening fire, wounding one of
the accused (Stanley Vilakazi),

{Ermslo Regional Court, B80,03,24),

Andrew Borraine, fiichard Goode, Andre Krask,
Cheis Auesall and Andrew Thompeon.

Charge: Production of undesirable publicatione.
The sccused, either officials of the National
Union of South Africen Students [NUSAS), or
students at the Univeralty of Cape Town; are
alleged to have produced or published
publications which ware subssguantly declarsd
undesirsble by tha Publications Board, The
publications involved are, inter allas,

"SAC MEWS", “National Student™, and “Bona
Fida™,

Bishop AE Shembe,

Charge: Contraventlion of tha Rictous Assemblies

leader of the 200 000=-
strong Shembe church in South Africa, was

Agts The aceussd,

gharged after a gathering held st Inandae,
Hatal, on 17th January 1978, Thes state
alleged that he had attended, addreasssd and
gonvensd a mesting prohibited in terms of
the Aiotous Assesblies Act,

MNgprdict: Mot Guilty.

{Verulam Maglatrate's Court, 80,03,12).

Tersnce Charles Willism Meshan (45).
Charggt OFficial Secrets Act. The accused
is & British citizen and ex-amployes of Ehe
Atlas Aircceft Corporation, The charge telated
to thaft of documeants, and removal of militecy
documaents from a prohibited area without
parmission,

Mashan was arrested and charged sttespting
to lesve Jan Smuts Airport in Novembar 1979,
whan documents were discovered in his sultcase,

The trial was held in camerm, and no
further details of charges are able to be

I reported,

Vezdigks Guilty.
Sentencer RY 500, ar 300 days.

(Kempton Park Hegional Court, B80.02.28),
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EARLY in April, it wes reported that Jordan
Ngubane, ex ANC and Liberal Party member,
had returned to South Africa from exile

and joined Inkatha as sditor of itas
newspaper, The Nation. His return to South
Africa vas apparently negotiasted by Chief
Catsha Buthelezi, who told the press that
it hed teken almost 3 years ‘to persuade
Ngubane to return home, where he had

previously been declared a prohibited
immigrant.

"He is going to be very veluasble in
the days ashead now that we are
beginning to see ths beginning of
real talks in this country"™ said
Buthelezi .

"It is wonderful to have him back.
He will be & concrete demonstration
of s link between the Founding

communist influence on the ANC, and I

fathers of the African Liberation

movaments and our own efforts in
Inkatha .

The return to South Africe of Ngobane
is indesd an avent of some interest, and

nesds to be contextuslised in terms of
his hiatory of involvement in South
African political movements.

Born in 1917, he initially established
his reputation as a journalist on [langa
lase Naetal, often writing under thes
pesudonym "Jo the Cow', snd subsequently
working on the Bantu World and Inkundla
ya Bantu. :

Influential in the founding of the
ANC Youth League together with Anton I
Lembede and AP Mda, he co-authored the
Congress Youth League Hanifeato of 1944.

Fiercely anti-communist, Ngubane
strongly resisted what he sev as @

Luthuli's willingness to accomsodate the
laft wing of the ANC led to a bitter
conflict between the two men.
Increasingly Ngubane moved away From
the ANC, and in the mid 1950s joinad the
Libaral F;ttr, eventually being elected

national vice cheirman. In April 1959 he

attended the insugural convention of the
Pan Africanist Congress (PAC) and '
thereafter was believed to be s supporter
of the PAC, rather than the ANC.

Arrested in 1961, he was charged
under the Unlawful Organisations Act,
but scquitted. During 1963, Ngubane fled
to Swazilend, moving to the United States
in 1949,

Ngubane's career is an interesting

one, spanning the formation of the ANC
Youth League, the Africanist conflict in
the ANC over the role of whites and
communiste in the libsration struggle,

the formetion of the Liberal Party and the
PAC, exile, and now his return to South
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Africa, snd involvement in Inkatha asctivity.
Generally perceived ss an Africenist,
and filt:lly'nnti-tnn-uniut. Mgubane's
megmberehip and active involvement in the
Liberal Party is interesting. There are,
of course, certain similaritieas between
the Africanist position, snd that of
liberaliam - sspecially the tendency Eto
ignore or dismiss the question of clasa
divisions in capitalist society, coupled
with a thorough-going anti-communism.
It is perhaps thess Factors which lad
Wgubene ko sesk a home in the Liberal
Perty, snd subsegquently associate himeelf
with PAC; rather than ANC policies.
Ngubane's latest book, "Conflict of
Minds™ bears certain similarities to
one tendsncy in the black consciousnass
position: he perceives conflict inmn South
Africa as between the Afrikmner 'collsctive
mind' and the African collectivity, with
he sees a8 uniform; cohesive and part of
@ collective consciousness. It is these

elements of black consciousness ideclogy
which Ngubane embraces which lihl his
association with Inkatha mso interesting,
given the conflict between Inkatha snd the
nrqlniilﬂ slemants of the black conecious-
ness position.

No doubt, Inkstha supporters will
argua that Ngubane's mamberahip of Inkatha
shows that black consclousness as an
ideology im Fnupqtihlt with Inkathm.

That may or may not be the caae. It can
however not be claimed, as the Star
newvapaper of April 7th does; that
Ngubane is & "Senior ANC Man",; nor has
he been so for seversl decades.



A L E x A N D igovernmant, This Committes was &n agency of Act, which was first applied tn-'ﬂ.l-!:lﬂﬂl‘ﬂ'
R A the Transveal Provincial Council and had, at gave greater powsrs of control to the state

one stage; as Lts chalrman, Abreham Fisher, to adainister tha tnmihl.p.1 Gone was the
T U wN S H I P : a the Comsunist Party leader. But in 1958 the autonomy of the 1940s and 1950e (as we have
= Parli=UrbanHealth Board took over. ssan recently in the cese of Crossrosds, a
b . f h . t By 1958 Alexandra had a populstion of community Pree from restricting Acts im able
r l e l S O r y 98 000. Tha Perl=Urban Health Board planned to develop strong local orgenisation capable

to ereats s township of 30 000 femilies and of resisting the authorities).
alaxandra

your sons are exiled 15 000 (mainly males) living in hostels, Aftar the initiel spete of removals, fewer

to boxhouses Thers was no suggestion of interference with removals occurred in Alexandra Iin the next
of :::::t:::u- the rights of standholders. decads. Tha "illegel' populstion continued

teamblanm After 1958; howsver,; pass and Inflyx to incresse ss life wes made progressively
:::r'l::::ﬂ control lews wers strictly enforced. A mors difficult for them in other Rand town-
te your guttered strests census was teken = peoples who had- livea in ships,
to r?:iu:q::::-zuy;:::';; M Guals) Alexsndra since 1950 or bafore wers glven RESISTANCE
permits to remain, Thias who ceme aftsr 1950 WHEN considerling the removals in Alex-
ALEXANDRA was originally conceived s & ware sllowsd to remaln For ss long as Lhay andra there ares two guestions which have to be
"European' township; but 1n 1912 the Alexandca wotas smployad. Pesople who ware temporarily asked., Fipstly, why were the resovals not
Township Compeny Ltd decided toressurvey the away,; lost thelr rights to live in Alexsndra. as systematic snd conclusive ss fpr
land and lay it out for Africens "snd Coloureds. Many howsver continued to live in Alexsndras axample, in Sophistown, and, secondly,
It was astsblished as & 'Non-Eurcpesan' town- illegelly. what kind of resistance did the people of
ship whare blacks could scquire freshold. The world of Alexandrs came crashing down Alexandra affer to the removals and how
During the next 75 years blacks lost all their in March, 1962, when the state announckd that affective was this reslstance?
rights ss urban dwellers snd ac-by 1963 Alex- fanily accommodation was to be eliminated asnd " Successful bus boycotts and sctive parti=
andra was the only township in the so-called 8 hostals housing 2 500 people esch wers to be cipstion in ANC political sctiwvity in the 1940s
whits sreas whers blacks could acquire land .builtt. 'Single' men and women living in and 19508, and the PAC in the later period,
in Tfreshold. Reandburg,; Sandton, and in the "locations in . glve us some indication thet Alsxandre had

The first sttempt to abolish Alexandra “the aky' (servants' quarters on top of blocks basn & strong and united community., The bus

cama in tha form of & resolution of the of Fflats) would be accommodated in the hostesls. boycotts wers able to eliecit support from all
Johennesburg City Council, pmssad in January, Familiss were rehoused in Meadowlends, Dimp- clasams in the cosmunity and were true models
1943, They regarded Alexandra ss & slum, as .kloof, and Tembisa ss well ss being sndoresd of cossunity political seticn. The powsr of
s refuge Tor criminals and a mensce to haealth,. put if they were unemployed, Ducing 1963 and the boycott movements can be explained by the

complexity of the comsunity and the sbsance
Besides, Alsxendras wes rathsr closs to soms 1964 mora then half tha population of
- of cutsides control. Like the bus boycotta the

whits srsss. Howsver, the City Councll did Alexandrs was moved out,

threet of removsls also provided an arsa of
not have ths power to remoyve Alsxandra. The announcemsnt by tha state to change

Until 1958, Alexsndrs had besn adsinis— Alsxandrs into s hostel town immediately pre- collaborstion betwsen different classes within

tared h-r an Alexandras Haalth :u“itt..i which caded tha passage gf the Batter nmini'trl_ the black :muﬂitft Thus it was ’--ﬂﬂrtmt
'pl.lt ik lln & I‘lth.! I.H"Iilll.ll Pﬂﬂlt’.ﬂn afl l-lf— tian nr‘ m-l_qnlt-d lr-" Act af |gﬁi' Thl. fﬂl‘ th- It-t-‘ if the t“n"l‘l. ware not to be




resisted, that locsl orgenisation be inhibi-
iid and control incressed. '
wWhen the removaly begen in 1962 the =major

black political organigations; the ANC and tha

PAC; had besn banned end their leaders detain—

ed or silenced,. .THI state had shown its power
intolerance to opposition at Sharpevilla
subsequently. This would partly sxplain
2 campaign similar to thet orgenised by
ANC to opposs the Sophiatown resovals did
OCCUT.

In other ways tog, the cepscity for
Alexandrs as & community to resist state
sction was declining. Control was incresssling
and thes cohessivensss of the comsunity was on
the decresss. Some pointers are givens In
1958, Alexandra was taken over by ths Alex=
gndra Peri=Urban Heslth Board,; who had great=
#r powers than did 1tg predecesscr, end by 1962
control had increassd even more. The passsge
of the Better Acminlstration of Dealgnated
Areas Act Introduced Alexendras to all the
features of control that charsctecised other
black townships.

The number of migrents relative to the
nunbar of families living in Alexandra was
also incressing every year. Migrants were mat
only housed im hostels but also in rooma in and
Probably regarding thems-
salves as Lemporary mojourners,; they wars
relatively unconcernad about the future of
Alexandra, and acted a% lesst as & non—unl=
fying Factor, snd st worst as a source of
friction. Furthermors, sspecially aftsr
1965, the femliliess living thers wers mostly
‘*illegals*. Some did, perhaspas, not cegerd
themsalves as permanynt reslidents, but cather

smong fTamily housing.

Jegarded Alexandra as g @#atop=off plece until

they could Find alternative -n:nl-ndltinnﬂ

Howawar,; many did not move on.

When the Aesettlemant Board demolished
housea they did 1t in such a way that it
could have made mass Tesistance difficult to
They did not demolish houses, or
resove people, block by block or within =&

arganiams,
specified time period. GBecauss of incompetenca,
shortege of funds, ang lack of slternptive
sccommodation; the complete desolition of
Alexandras wes constently delayed end, instead,
the townahlip became Bgrs and more OVEr-
crowded. The insscurity felt by soms of the
inhabitants must have
probably little hope gur determination, necsssary
for resistance, sxisted.

besn immenss and so

This insscurity waa
parpetuated through freguent reids. In
addition, since besic gervices wers not
garried out and since many families lived in
ones or twe rooms, soms people would probsbly
have prefesrred to have been moved to a thres I
or four roomed house in snother ares.
Howaver, this did not mean that rltiitlnn-l
did not occur. The Newspspsrs tepoctsd
,AUNBTOUR incidents of individumls or Tamilies
who fought the suthorities for the right to
live whare they choosg,.
wars probsbly not regarded as newsworthy by

Meny more incidents

the ptli..r
Individual acta of resistanca may have
stalled removals to en sxtent, but theare wars

other factors that hslp to explain tha delay
in implemsntation. Firstly, there wers reports
of insdequate funds Tor compsnsstion landowners
as well sas to finance the desclition and tranas-
portetion of the psople., GSecondly, ons must

look st the demsnd far labour From Alsxandra.
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Industry had axpanded rapidly im the lmsat 15
to 20 years in Wynberg, precisely becauss of
the close proximigy of chesp labour. Workers
did not heave to underteke long and axpensive
bus or treln Journeyse. So while people in

tha nearby white residential areas may have
beasn resentful towards the '"black spot', there
was Little determined presaure from them to
gat Alexsndra removed. . [ndustrisl interest
fevoursad the ides of thelr workers living in
Rlexandra, as did the sxpanding commercisl
warld in the norcthern |uhurh- of Johannasburg.
Thirdly, ever since the 1960s, thare has bean
an scute housing shortage for Africens on the
Witwstersrand, and whilg this factor may not
have worried the asuthorities very much, it did
not make the task of removing people sasier.
Alexandra was like & permanent sguatter camp

= within esach yard illegal tin shanties had
besn srected which only mades things more
complicated for the suthprities.

HOSTELS
THE original plen for Alexendrs, mooted

in 1962, was to demolish 1l femily housing
snd to build 12 single=gex hostels having &
total of 32 000 beds.
would be Tor man snd Flyvs For women,

Seven of the hostels .
Epch

. hostel would houss 2 500 pesople. Hostels

were not a new idems in the history of
government thinking om how to houss thalr
labour force, but » whols city of hostels was.
The first two hostels opened on the 1st
August, 1972, The men's hostel had 2 600 beds
and tha woman's 2 !ﬂﬂ.a In 9966 the stata
had passed policy to get pid af the "locstlions
in the sky':. Thoss south of the Houghton Ridge
wata removed to Dispkloal Hostel snd those




north of the Ridge wers sxpected to fill thg

Alexandra hnut|1l¢‘
Hostels are repressive instltutions

designed specifically to house workers at

the lowest cost and with the highest poselble’
control. Thay hardly take into account the
needs of the "inmates' snd so it goes without
gaylng thet dispsatisfaction and discontant
existed, Hesistance to hostel sccosmodation
and conditions was manifested in at lesst Ltwo
ways.

Firstly, women, sspecially, were reluct-
ant to become hostel dwellers. "They triad by
avery memns possible to find slternative
sccommodation in other townships, illegally
in Ali:lﬁarl, or Léluhitl Johannesburg.
Conssguantly the woman's hostsl was never
filled. Women were less prapared to snter
the hostels than men since they often had
children to support in Johannesburg and 80
ware not ncessarily temporscy sojournars in
the urbsn sress. GSomes women who did snter the
hostel woyld freguent tha shabesns in Alex-
sndra in an sttempt to pick up, non=hostel
males to ssceps hostel lifs. So desperasts
wore some women Tor a roof over their hesds
together with thelr childran (children could
not stay at the hostels) that thay would
stay illegally in Alexandra snd repestedly pay
sdmission of guilt fines when raided by the
police. Others resained in housss about to
be damolighed and would move on sgain and
sgain when thes bulldozers came.

Secondly, in March, 1973, tha hoatel
women sént a deputation to Dr Browds (City
Counciller in Johannesburg) to complain sbout
hastal :anuil:innl.5

The rempvals to the hostels did not go

without & public outcry, sspaclially as many
of the people affected ware domestic servants.
A Citizen Hostel Action Committee, which had
originally been formed te fight the removal
of domsstic servants From white Johannesburg,
was resuscitatsd and haeld a publiec mseting.
Its members consisted of psople from the
churchas, the Progressive Party and from Ethe
Black Sash: The Committes tried to infors
the public about the disasters of hostel
living and seemad to have ceused enough of &
public outcry to svoks govarnment promises
sbout haating and recrgstional Facilitlies.
Thay also orgenised = petition and s depu=-
tation to the PMimister of Bantu Affalrs end
Davalopmant.

The inadeguacy of hesating Facilitles was
a major complaint that festured every wintar
far about thres years., In 1974 Dr Browds
formed a "Friends of Alaxandra Hostel Fund®
which cempalgned Tor heaters snd monay from
the public; as well ay saking the authoritiess

to supply heatets. 1Ih response to nolses
made by the public, P Janson, Deputy Minister

of Bantu Adeinistration and Usvelopment,
scknowledged that mlstakes had besn made in
the establlshment of the Alesxendre hostels.
Howewer, & month sarlier he hed also -l¥ﬂ that
hostels were & 1 500 X improvessnt on the
Alexandre slum,.

While it is edmirable that the citizens
of Johannesburg formed a Citizen Action
Committes or contributed to the Friends of
Alexandra Hostel Fund, a word should be sald 2
sbout the effec t on ppliticel action or
resistance when liberal groups plck up worker
issues., Thease groups focussed on ilssues such
as ilnsufficient heating or the lack of

recraational facilities in isolatipn, insteasd
of posing first and foremost & challengs to

the whole hostel system. Because of this they

wars implicitly accepting the hostels as
scceptable institution snd would regard their
cause a8 won if heating was providged or the
Minister had ceded a point or Ewo., They
functioned not to challenge the exigting
structurs of labour supply, but rather to iron ’
out difficultiss betwsean employers and the
governmant. After all; worker pruoductivity
can only ba low LT they froze the night
sbafore; and there is no way of knowing what
mischievous -ntiult;-l workers coyld get in—
volyed in iF recrestionsl Fecilitiss werse not
+ pravided, 5So hostel dwsller resistance was
co=ppted to become & secondary conflict
beatwsen employers and the state; rather than
a fundamental conflict betwsen workers and the
etates as representative of the interests of
capital in gensral.
REMOVALS IN THE 1970a
DURING 1973; the now tenamed Board Tor the
Gavélopment of Peri=lUrban Areas started once
more to move families out of Alsxandra end to .

-I démolish their houses. Only families who

'qualified’ Iegally were GOeing r-nuuliu.ﬁ
Howsver, many Tamilies did not quaelify. Many
husbands and wives held mingle permits
instead of family permits, while others were
not registersd at all. The Black Sash have

alleged theat the suthorities issusd wives and
hushands with single persits B8 & dewvice to
pravent them from qualifying for family
housings If a child's neme was fgt included
on his/her mother's permit, hlflhl had na
gfficial sxistence. The suthorities would




mlec refuse to include the child's name.

If both husband and wife were in legal
employment byt were holding single persits,
they were told to separate snd stay in
saxually segregated hostals. 7To wives who
wers unemployed, with or without dependents,
the state ultimatum was = go to the . homelanda
end taks your dependents with you. To a women
who did have smployment but did not gqualify
for a house (eg; single women, widows and
divoroess) the state said, "live sinmgly in
the hostels inm Alexandra and send your child=
ren to the homslands or go with your children
to tha homelands®. Thres gquartesrs of so=
called "sihgle women' in ths Alsxandra hostel
had children, Many of ths women no longer
had tiss with the "homeland' areas, and thars
was no officisl reply to ths womsn®s gquestion:
When the
children wers sent sway they lost thair rights
as urben dewellers and would becoms migrant
labourers. If they remained in Alexandra or
movad to another urbesn township they would ba
regarded as 'illegal' or "undesirabls' when
they grew up and would experisnce immense
difficulties in getting Jjobs. They would
also be subject to constent police Harsse=
ment when thay turnad 16 since they would
not be able to get a refersnce book.

"ghere must we send our Hlﬂl1'¢?

FREEHOLD titles cwnars have Always Deen
a minority in Alexandra but at one time there
were 2 S00 freshold title owners. S5ince
1963 the number hes been decressing dues to
exproptlaticon by the state, Howsver,
expropriation was=slow untll 1974, The
suthoritiss (now the West Rand Administration
Board = WAAB) ordersd all stand owners to

vacate their propertiss by the baginning of
1975, They were allowed to rempin tenants
uﬁtil WRAE could Tind them sltepnative
pccommodation. WAAE made little sttempt ko
do so. There wers ssny complaints From land=
pwnera that thay had to wait months for compen-
sation and that when compensation was paid it
was insufficient, WMWRAB officlials aleo reid-
sd houses and deposited Ffurnlitures on the
strest, but sfter an sppeal to tha Supress
Court this was halted, With thg tactic of
sviction denied to tham, WRREB began ko
demand that rentals from sub=tenants be paid
not to the owners but to thesm. They also
moved people out of rooms let by standowners.
By doing this they deprived owners of thalr
livelihood and thesy wera forced, through
sconomic necasslity, to ssll thalr land to
the WRAB,
3 1976

PLANS for s reconstructed Alexandre wers
sgain 'formalized® in August, 1976. This had
becoma s nacesslty because the ghortage &F
sccommodation for migrant lsboyrers was
becoming acute and sven employars were baing
affected. In 1975, WRAE had given permission
to at lesat 16 privete companiss to ersct
prafeb hostsls in Alexsndra. Thea conditions
in thess prefabas wers as bad or worsa than in
the WAAB hostels. They were regarded ae
tamporary constructions wuntil new hostels
wars bullt.

Howsver, for more hostels to be bullt,

more people would have to be moved, In Ssptem-

ber, 1976, WRAB snnounced that sbout 3 DOO
single permit holders would haye to move to
City Dasp Hostals. Their pressnt sccommo=
dation would be demolished snd new hostals

would be built for them. The sove would be
for about two ygars. All family persit holdars
would be moved ko Sowseto and coloursd Tamiliaa
e Evatan. Abgut 2 5600 femilles would be
affected. Removals began again In November.
Two ®major problems aross for the people
affeacted by the forced removals. Firstly, most
wortkad near Alexendra and were no longer able
to get to their places of work chesaply and

guickly. Secondly; it had been official
policy for the last decads not to Llssus family

permites, Married couples who spplisd Tor
femily permits were lssusd with single permits.
In sddition, dus to ths housing shortage,
many married couples lived in single guarters.

,Consequently mapny married men wers moved to

Clty Desp Hostsl. While the suthorities
continually denisd that the removals wers
disturbing feally life, when Rev 8 Buti snd
tha Alsxandra Students' Lesgue cpensd =
buresuy they hadg scon tabled 1 000 casss of
affected femiliss. After a meeting on the
12th Decembar, betwsen Butl snd URAB officiaels,
all removals and demoliticns le; suspanded
for one month. During this period femilies
wara given the ppportunity to establish their
status with they necessary documentstion,

The situstion worssned when the conditions
at City Desp Hoptel were exposed. The City
Health Departmsnt declared this sccommodetion
unfit for human habitatien, and WAAE moved the
men to Lefsleng Hostel in Sowsto. This wes
avan Turther eyesy from thelir place of work.
Feny man went back to their femilies or went
to live illegelly in the white suburbs.

Removals and demalitions wers planned
to stert sgain in Jenusry, 1977, snd WRAB
promised that no more femilies would be split.




However; one wonders how many families could
provide the necesssry docusmsntation to prove
that they were married, "Illegal® fasmilies

wore atill told to.split and the unemployed

woman told to return to the "homelends'.

When a houas was vecated it wes demolished.
However, at thea snd of Flhpu.rg, it wam

raported that WRAB had ststted repairing part=
ly demollished houses to accommodate femilies
who had been left homsless, is those who had
besn registered on single permits although
they could prove they were femilies. This

rather absurd, but slso tragic msct, cean
parhaps be understood by & look st the contra-

dictions that WRAB was fTaced with. Govern—
ment policy sald demolish, remove end create
g hostal town, Yabt Ethére was nowhere on tha
@lea on the Rand that the realdents of
Alexsndrs could move to. Houses were no
longer being built at a repid rate in

sowato and Tembisa; snd the waiting lists In
thase areas were also lengthy. The same
situstion exieted in the Alexandrs coloured
community, After floods in 1976, coluursd
people from the flooded Kliptown moved into
housss in Evaton which hed besesn sarmarked for
Alexandra Temillies.

The dogmatic resovels of pecple who
already have houses is & Papture of the more
irrational quality of apartheid. Howsver,; In
racent years thers have besn attempts made to
stresmline tha apartheld policy, snd it wae
pnly to be a matter of tims bafore Alexasndra
too would be reconsidered.

1979

THE year 1979 sesmed to be the year of
doom For Alexsndra. In March, Vosloo,

Deputy Minister of Plural Relstions, announced

that the remalning 4 00D femilies in Alex-
andra would be moved as zoon a&s funds became
Iulillﬁln.g

Since 1976 there had besn an lncrease in
political activity in the townships. JInitie=
tsd by the students during the 1976 uprisings;
some of the initistive had been taken ower by
churchmen snd other lesders in the cossunity.
Howawver, students remainad active = For
pxemple,; in 1977 the Alexandra Studentg?
League, together with Sem Buti, set up g
bureau to halp peopla affected by removalss
end also ran & survey, The invelvemsnt of
students on ilessues such ms housing points to
the importance of material issues for agll
sectors of a particulerly deprived populastion.
In October, 1?75, an Alexandra Residenkg?
Liaison Committes was set up. Prominent on
the cosmittes was Rev Sam Eut£.1u Under=
standably, the Firat lessus Eo concecn the

Limison Committes was housingj they sppesled
for family housing and suggested that Flata,

mimilar to those ®t Mitchell's Plain in the
Cape; be bullt,

The Alexandra Residents' Lisison Comm—
ittes (ARLC) hed talks with Vosloo in February
and ha agread that the committes should becoma
formalized. He alsc sgreed to slections in
Rpril, which would ba similar to thos® for the
Soweto Community Councils They had more mest=
ings with Vosloo, and even submitted plans
for the redevelopmant of Alexendra together
with the results of the socio-sconomic
survay they had conducted Ln tha tnunlhip.11

On tha Tth May, 1979, it was announced
that elections would be held on the 16th of
that month, However, a more isportant
announcemant was made the following day in
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Parlisment. Vosloo announced thet Alexandra
familiws would mot be mowed out and that the
township would become an wurban area for
families. WAAE would be inatructed to conduct
a survey of all residents to eatablish which
femilies would gualify to stay in the
redeveloped township = the ominous implications
ef this will be discussed latsr,

There was,; according to the press,
general jubulation. There was telk of a
R200-million plan of turning tha sres into ®
high=density suburb with duplex flats,
shopping centres and a glent sport stadium.
Organisations such as the Urban Foundatlion
promised Finsncial sssistance.

Dus pertly to the reprieve there was &
relatively largs smount of interest in the
Lisison Committes elections than had been the
cass in other townahips, The alection was
for & sests = anothar 4 sests would be
nominated by ths Department of Co-ocperation
and Davelopment. Two parties contested the
election - the Save Alexandra Party and. the
Savs Alexandra Aesldents and Tenants Party.
The differences betwean them did not sssm
great, The SARETP wanted the hostels changed
into flats for occupation by femilies, while

the SAP wanted to retain thes hostals for the
magantime. Pecheps more significant ware the

personalities lnvolved in the electlon. Rev
Buti, leader of the SAP, and his Ffellow
contastents, were much mors well known in the
community. Rev Buti had helpad people
guring the 1976 removals. The cempaigns
included meetings at the stedius; peatcy
readings,; muslc and modelling shows.

Voting started on the 16th May and
sccording to the press there was a rush o




vote., Aesidents gualified to vote Lif they

were over 18 and possessed either a reaident=
fal parmit, en cwnership permit,; & housing
certificate, or & hostel certificate, as well
as a roccipt to prove that hefshe was up to
dete wibth rent paymegnts, The press ssid thet
the elections were well supported by the young.
The booths were apparently so crowded that
voting was axtended by another day.

" All the candidates of the SAP wers elected
by a large majority. The slection poll was
gaid to be 46%. Howsver many guestions
remain to be asked about the -1-ct1an.12

WHY T
WHY did it appear so important to the

government to destroy the Alexandra community, r

and which considerations stayed its hand at
the last moment? r&n important function of
spartheld is fto retain withim urban aress
only as many africena as are reguired for tha
labour neede of white South Africa, amd to
remove the old, unfit and unesployed to the
13% of the country comprising the fhome lands *
or '"indepandent states'. With this objective
in mind, some 2 million pecple have slresady
been uprooted and relocated, some of this
number coming from Alexandra.

Im the urben preas the states has attempk-
ed to house as large a percentage as possible
af the labour foree in wall controlled hostelas.
Housver, unfortunately for the state there
wars &8 large numbgr of africans who had lived
in the urban arees Tor so long that they no
longer had any tural ties. The povernmant
has attempted to make these pecple as right-
less as opossible in urban areas, while
encoureging them to take out "homeland®
gitizenship. And so, in Alexandra Freshold

rights were removed. Family housing im urban
areas has bean provided, but is well controlled
and segregated, Alexandra was not particular=
ly conducive to control for reasons we have
discussed sbove - and so the authorlities
desires ity removal,

Thare ware, of courss, other reasons given |
to explain the removal of Alexandrs, #g it is
m 'black spot' and heslth hazerd. However,
ue must be careful to distinguish between
real resscng and ideolegical cover—-ups.
Alexandta was to have become a hostal town
snd would gtill have constituted & "black
spot'; In Tact this "black spot' was wvery
desirable For the industriss which had develop=
pd around the townahips But the reasons for
Alexandra'y resovel need nokt necessarily be
explained by sconomic determinants. Ideology
in South Africe has & somentum of its own and
there is considerable economic irrationaliby
in the dogamtic pursult of complete segre-
gation in yrban areas., Alexendra was to @
carftain extant a victim of this fdeoclogy.

The change of policy in 1979 is perhaps &
return to a mors rational peth.

Uhy in 1979 did the government TEVErTas
its decision concerning Alexendra, especially
gince they had attempted so hard for so many
years to remove the place? While ong may
angwatr that it wae as result of Sam Buki'a
appeals ang sctions, the TrE&l rsasons go
Far deaper,

To undarstand the reason why Alexandra
was saved, together with communities llke
Lleanmeore and Crossroads,; let us look briefly
and ratheaf crudely at the South AFrican
political acomamy im 1579, In the last decade

pr ao therg has been & structural trang=
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formation of the South Africen econosy,; and

monopoly capltalism nas become dominant.

This has had 8 wide range of repercussions

on Bregas such as smployment, capital intensity,
treode, the division of. labour, government and
idealpgy. Unesployment had jncressed in the
1960y despite a growth in the sconomy end has
become & structural Teature; a fact swen the
government is now coming to terms with, In
the labour process, africans are Incressing-
ly oecupying semi=skilled positions. Thers is
& growing identity of intersst betwesn
business and the state; and the traditional
cleavages along the lines of nationalisme

are becoming less significant,

Sputh African capitalism has thrown up
8 whole series of contradictions and the
rather unigua capitaelist structure is goling
to have to changes to survive. 5o while thera
may be some superficial changes besing made to
apartheid thers are also some far resching,
more genuine changes being made to alter
South Africa From & race bo & maps overtly
cless orisntated socliety.

Sputh Africae's strategy for change, or
‘total strategy' es PW Bothae has termed it,
involves five differsnt arsas. Firstly, there
is an attespt to mobilize sll of South Africa's
respurces whieh includes tha co-ordination
of privates and public sector mctivities, and
the gfvil sction programmes of the army in
the rural areas. GSecondly, thece is the
bullding up of & strong militery force,
nolng hand in hand with a growing silitari-
zation of our society. Thirdly, thers is an
attempt to give people vested interest in the
stotys guo. There has at last besn B recogni=
tion of the permanance of the urban bleck




population, and efforts are being made to meke
the lives of this group easler and so to
crasts an urban slite. Fourthly, those land-
less and unemployed that are not incofporated
into the powar skructure are identified ms the
potentisl eneay anc are tightly controlled.
They sre dumpad into rural areas with no
masens of esceps. It is importent to bear in
mind that the reletive privileges granted to
urban africens ars at the expenss of intensi-
fied impoverishment in the rural aress, Tha
urban unsmploysd are ressttled in the rursl

arpas. And Fifthly, there is & new flexibi-
lity ms regards rscial domination) so long a=s

class domination remains. For South Africa te
salntsin essentisl links with imperialist
powers she can no longer afford to have the
image of a totaliterien state with deaths in
detention, bulldezing of housss snd other
seemingly irrational sctions..

¥at despits state repression,resistsnce
is growing and the state and capital are
working hard to undermine it. And so they
defuse  potential fleshpolnts such as
Crossroads, Glenmors snd Alexandra which
might become focuses of political mobilisstlion
and strugple. This simultansously improves
Sputh Africe's imsge abroad. This new flexi-
bility is simply thers to undrecut resistence
gnd has no effect on the millions of other
wictims of removelsrassttled less consplouce-
1y

It seems that although Alexandra has not
received as much prominence as CrossToads or
Glenmore it has also becoms the subject of
Koornhofs new 'flexibility'. Once the state
is committed to pecmanent urban residentisl
rights for africens, and is concernsd with

creating an urban elite, the old motives For
demolishing Alexandra Fall away and instead
it becomes Important &6 co-opt Alexandra and
put it under the seme degree of control as
other african residentiasl townships. Because
Alexandra was slways meant to '"be going', the
provision of controls such as wide roads,
police atetions, strategically planmed opan
spots, &8s well ss Urban Bantu Councile or
Community Councils 2id not exist, RMany
pecple wers sble to live illegally and with
their families more eesily in Alesxendra than
in other Reef townships. Coloured people, s
well as some members of other racial groups
wate able to live in an integrated community
with little racisl fTriction. The "informal
sector' could slso thrive,

The strategy for Alexandra is to recognize
it mas an urban residential area and use it
as & powesrful Inatrument in co=opting efriceans
luJﬂﬂf!. giving thew 5 steke in the status
quo .

One of the Tirst things that Vosloo sald
whan he announced the change in stete policy
towards Alexandra wes that there would be &
survay conducted to eateblish which Pamilies
would gualify to stay in & redevalopsd town-
ship: Under the pretext of this survey thay
would ba able to weed gut "illegels' who
would then be sent to the '"homelands'. Since
the reprieve For emplayed "illegals' which
gave them permission tp reglster and bacome
"legal', moat of the 'illagala® in the urban
ereoes will be those people who sre unemployed.
Thus the *homelands’ become the dumping
grounds Tor all those who are not needed in
urban areas, who are "ynco-optable' end

who could cause unrest, The separation of

ngé 56

the smployad and wnemployed also destroys the
solidarity of the oppressed people.

The migrant workers living in Alexandre
have also been "sesved' by Vosloo. They still
hava to live in hostels, are denied permanant
residential righta, and are not allowed to
bring thelr families to the urban aceas.
Today a new 2 500-bed hostel is being bullt
without any but minmor changes to previous
models. As long as sigrant labour persists
the basic structure of exploitetion and
oppresslon in South Africe remaine.

¥ho then hes Vosloo "seved'? He has
"gaved' those who have the correct permits
and who have the potential to heve & vestad
intersst in the status guo. [In the goverfe-
ment's bid to creates & "black middle class’
and in commerce end Industry's kesnnesas to
back up the government,; they have beacomss
concerned wlith the provision of sastisfactory
housing, esducetion end social services.
Promises of plans for duplex Flats; green balts
and shopping centres are on the one hand a
way of gaining support from people who aspire
to & suburban status; and on the other an
indirect call to busineas and lﬂﬂultrrltﬂ
respond and provide sssistance. Tha Urban
Foundation has besn wvery Fforward in offaring

sssistance to an Alexendra development project.

Plans are also in the plpeline to esta=
blish an Alexandra Town Council, presumsbly
with more powsrs than thoss of Community
Counciles: The government's snnouncement that
they would "gave' Alexandra Just sfter the
announcament of the Alexandre Lisison
Committee slections, was a powsrful ploy
to gain legitimacy for the committes and thae
elections.




"South Africa is a graveysrd of predict-

iona' mseys John=zon, author of How Long Will
South Africas Survive?, and this is probably

s true for Alexandras in the Future as it has
baan for Alexemdra inm tha past. Tha guestion
to be enswered ls will Alexandra be co=opted
and become & modal township for those peopla
whom thaea government wante to provide with soms
vested interest; or will more powerful social
forces overtake these moves.

Notas:

1+ MAccording to an explanatory memorandus
issued with tha Ret; the Act made it possible
far the state to declare an erea wherse
africans had scgquired land, to bacomeE &an

urben location, This meant that provisions

of legislation relating ko afriecans Ln urbanm
areas would now apply to Alexandra. Tha Group
Areas Nct now applied to Alexendre end mso

steps to move more coloured families out began,.

2« Incldents reported in the hnewspapers
include: a) the case of 15 landownera who went
to court; eventually to the Supreme Courkt, and
appealed for an interdict demanding that na
pacrsans be foreafully axpropriated. Thay won
this but it was only a partial wvictory since
they still had to leave their homesj

b) one slderly man fought the authorities
ginoplehanded in his attempk not to be moved.
He went to court end to Jail and it was only
ofter his relesse that he gave up and went

to live in Snwato.

1. The hostela cost A1 045 19¢ and R1 134 763
respectively to build., By 1973 the men's
hostel was fTull and & walting list existed.
However,; only 600 ocut of the Z 600 beds in the
women's hostel were occupied,; and was therefore
a finacial loss.

4y This involved the cemoval of 7 484 women
and 200 men from 156 blocke of flate. The
state deavised a formula for the numbars of
gervants who could legelly stay in flats

and people in excess of this number had to go.

5, Their grievences included heating, rent,
permits for visitors, bad treatmant by

inspectresses; lack of hot walter, petty
charges and arrests, end & lack of spacsa,

G. This meant that thay complied with regu=-
lations laid down imn 1968, that only & man who
is ower 21 years of ege, who is 8 South African
citizen, who gqualifies to be im &2 prescribed
area (in terms of Section 10{1){a) or (b) of
the Urben Arees Consclidation Act) and upnil
wife is legally in the srea and wvho has
dependents may become the registered tenant

gf a houge in & Bantu Hesidenkial Area.

7+« 79% of the children of women at the hostel
mana'sed to Find places in the "homelands'
while the other 21s: wank to live with relstiveas
in other towns or on farme in white areas.

8., The blueprint fer the reconstructed

hostel town Included B hostel complexes (6 for
men) and recreational Facilities, HAecreational
facllitles are ofkten included in hosteél plans
slnce reacreation channels grievences, dissatis—
Fection and frustration sbout work and living
conditions into soma harmless pursuit.

9., In anticipation of the move of all
coloured Femilies all Tacilities For coloured
people (eg the school end graveyard) were
switched from Alexsndra to other areas, The
coloured pecple have as yet (January, 1980)
not besn moved,

10. Ap wall as running & parieh in Alexandra
Rev Buti occcupies a leading positiom in Eha
Sputh Afriean Council of Churches.

11. The plen included flats and new houses
but sald that the exiasting hoetels should
ramain,

1%. Was thare coerclion, feleer promises ahd
misunderstandings that got people to vote?

Wera the booths really es crowded as the press
made out,; or was 1t & tactic to get the people
to véta? Or were people genuinely enthusiss=
tic about the electlions and prospects of
representation? Wes there any move to encourage
g boycott of the election? Unfortunotely I

have not besn able to find enswers to theae
quastions,

'“_
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Letter from the editor;, 5tar newspaper,
launching the Alexandra "uplift' campaign.
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ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP

O 7th HMay 1279, the deputy miniastar of This chante in policy with respesat
Co-operation and Cevelopment, fir Vosloo, to Alexandra sust be seern in the context
announcad in Parlismant that Alsxandra . of the general change in =tates poliecy with
township had been granted a reprieve, Ha respect ta urban black arsas, This change is
gaid that plans for the development of conditioned by thes atteapt of the atate to
Alexandra into a hostel town for single I restructurs socisl relations in order to cope
migrant workers had besn shalved and that with the changing needs of capltal. South

his department wes planning a renswal prograsme African capitel ie becoming dominated by
besad on high density Tamily houslngas the Innnpnlr sector which Lle st present

;hurlntgrin-d by centralisat-
[\ ion and ¢oncentcatian af
]

1]

EJCJE:

_; capital into fewer, larger, mors

N

i —+— powsrful buainess organisatlions.
IE E Thers is a tendency towsrds the
q_ smployment of increased capital
Intenaive technology in
industry which has its
conceete manifestation in
h the number of warkers
;§ unenployed as they get
“_JI 4 replaced by machinery.
= "-'I_ 1_-_.: Thase changes in the
[ nature of capitaliast
produstion In South
| Africa mean that
industry nesds both
gemi-skillad and
highly skilled workers,
(For & more
detailed dis-

1 5 cusaion of
|- thess lesaues,
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‘upllft‘ or co-option?

page 5B

gese the article on "Total Strategy' Ln
!ﬂl!.]ﬁL—liﬂilll 11, February 1980,
sspecially pages 3 = 5),

The uprisings in 1976=77 highlighted
the naed Ffor = stable and contented labout
forcas The state's response to changes within
capltal, and incressed worker militancy, is
articulsted in the roports of the Wishabn and
Riskert Commissions; and in thes total atratesgy
{initistives beinn formulated by the stake and
ita apparatusesy These reports advocate
increswsd gontrol over the working class and
attempt to creats a labour aristoocrarcy and
black petty bourgeolsis, Tha riekert Cosmission
attempts to locate blacks in jobs st higher
levele within the production process through
incrsased tralning programmes; It elso attempts
+o relocate the unemployad by sxporting them
tg the rural aress, This is an attempt to make
urban asreas safe Trom the potential threat
of the unesployed, It aleo adwvocates the
greatlion of a privileged section of the
working elass in tha sensd that they have
protectsd rights to employment, The Flow of
migrant workers into the city will be tightly
controlled,

Aelating to the provision of housing in
blsck urban areas; the Commission recommended
that ecven with the necessary serviges should
bes sllocated te blacks in thelr residential
arpas On m leasshold basis, The Commission
cacosmanded that influx control ba linked
ko the avallability of work and of approved
housinge




The Commission further recommended the
creation of & stable black middle class pacifi
with better housing snd conditions of employmen
enployment, Restrictions in respect of black
businessmen are to be Lifkted,

Although the report of the Alekesrt
Commission was published soes months after
the reprisve for Alexandra was announced;
it should be sesan in terme of tha overall
ghange in state policy, ths conditions for
which slready existed.

The recommendations of the Riekert
Commission should be seen ms linked to tha
"total strategy' concept formulated by thas
state snd ite apparatuses in order to "defend
South Africa', Certain chapnges ars belng made
to give blacks s material gtaks giving tham
causs to "defend South Africa', Thess attempts
by capltal and the state sim at extending
political and ideological contrel through
the granting of material concesslons,

Tha sstablishment of the Urban Foundation
after the uprisings in 1975 aims to improve
the guality of life in black urban areas
through tralning achemes; houss betterment
and urban reanewal schemes, The Urban
Foundation manifeats capital's attempt to
sainteln the exiating process of capital
accusulations This polnt was made clear
recently by Mr Juatice Jah Steyn; executive
director of tie Urban Foundation; when
addreaaing Rotary Intarnational's 55th
snnual confersnce of Dipkriet 225 im
Nelaprults There he aaid

"If people want the Fres enterprise

system to contlnumy; they are goling to

have to get off thelr butts and make
gontributions towards housing.” (2)

He want on to warn that the lull In townahlp
protests should not be regarded as "breathing
space’s

It has clearly been the impatua of
monopoly capitalist interssts which haye
articulated the above strategyj this aims at
containing township resistance by the employ=-
mant of schesss to improve the materim)
conditions of sectliones of the working class
through organisations like the Urban Foundation,
Fambars of the Urban Foundation have
acknowledged that certalnm reforms are
necessary in order to maintain socisl
stability and continuous capitalist production.

Batwssn 1st March 1977 and 3Ird August 1973,
the Urban Foundation undartook & total of
268 projects throughout South Africe. 9 of
thesas projects were national projectes and
28 were ressarch or Feasibility studies,

Tha projects undertaken were in the ares of
housing, education and training, community
facilities and health services, Tha Pfunds
spproved Ffor these projects amounted tg
R13,06~milllon. (3)

It can be sesn that an attempt Is being
made to buy off a sectlion of the working
class, This section gain their sccess gp
these privilegea by gqualifying for urhan
rights under sections 10 (1) (a) and (B).

In presenting the annual report of tha
Depactesent of Commsunity Development tg
Parlisment on 27th March 1980, the secretary
af the degpartment warned agelnet Siecuptions
in the atate's housing programme through the
lack of fundes, He added that any attempt to
curtall state participation in housing
provision would play Inte the hands of
S5outh Africa's enemlea'; (4)
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So it can clearly be asan that the state
and capital are involved in m desperate attempt
to buy off a ssction of the working class,
Coupled with this is the attempt to striectly
gontrol the peopls who do not qualify for
incorporation, namely the landlsss and
unesployed who will be relocated in the rural
arsas under the control of the various
"homeland' administrations whose responsibllity
thay have becomg,

The reprieves grantsd to Crossrosds end
Alexandrs and ths subseguent plans For
redevelopment are; I belleve, the flrast
involvemant of the state In "betterment
schemes' almed at Improving the "guality of
1ife" in axisting black townships: The state
is pow following the initiatives undertakan by
capital, It should, of couras, not be
forgotten that the.state has given its spproval
to programmes undertaken by the Urban

‘Foundation,

The redevelonment is being planned by the
planning section of the Department of Co=-
cparation and D-viiup-nt in conjunctlon with
@AAB, tha Department of Comsunity Developmant,
tha Alexandrs Lialson Committes and the
Sandton City Council, (6) The intention is
to turn Alexandra into a model township (7)
that will bes the pride of every South African,
It is to have Flats and maisonettes ,
reconditioned houses; green belts; tarred
roada and full secvices, An attempt is at
pressnt baing made to =scquire mors land on
the sast side of the Jukskel River to maks
inte an elite area, (8)

Plat Hnu:nﬁur has also promised
publically to regusst Parliament to grant



full municipal status to Algxandra. (9)
Alexandra has a history of Freshold
rightes. To date there are still 432 fraee=-
holderas Despite this, the basis of land
tenurs In the redeveloped Alexandra will be
99=ygar leasshold, The® 98-ygar leasshold
tenurs system ls intsnded to promote urban
black home gpwnershlp. Thess ragulations were
gazetted in December 1978 and represent a
rasponas by the astate to the demands of
erganised capital ss a means of creating am
black middle class, This lgdsshold schems
means that blacks can for the first time take
out building soclety loans, Previously, bullding
societios did not consider the 30-year lease-
hold under the 1988 regulations as edequate
security. (10) Under this schemes only thoss
with urbsn rights guallfy for home ownership.
Aceording te ressarch deone by Dr B
Boaden, senior leciurer 1n Quantity Surveylng
et the University of Witwatescsrand, this schams
will not benefit the majority of black urban
dwsllers who do not have thes monthly incoma to
repay & housing loaf, Hé has setimated that
the aversge monthly household income of blackas
in the Pretoris<¥ituatersrand-Vereeniging
triangle is R200, of which an sstimated
A188 is spent on necessary items. This leaves
R12 over as tha possible repayment on a loan.
Furthermore, it is unlikely that thess people
would be able to pay the estimated R3O0 in
gite surveying expenses, or that they would bs
abla to afford the initis] coste of taking out
8 9%=year leass which includes & 205 depoait
gn the house,; connactlon fess for water,
sewage and electricity. By the end of March
1980, 184 people had registesred lesasshold
titles undar this schems, (11)

At Ehe same time as granting the reprisve
for Alexandre, Vosloo also announced that &
Bsurvay would be undectaken by JiAB to sstsblish
who would gqualify for housing in the redeveloped
Alexandra, Presumably the underlying Intention
of the survey would be to esteblish who did
not qualify to be in the area so that they
gould be sxported ko the "hoaslands', This 1s
in kesping with the Riekert Commission
recommendations and tha new strategy adopted
by the state.

A 1979 population cenaus was held in
Alexendra and it was astimated that theg
population was 50 D00 of whom 10 0DO ware
sstimated to be "illegals’. (12)

With respect to this Lssues; the
Alexandra Lisison Committes has an ambivalent
positions In the first lesus of the Alexandra
Chronicle; the official bulletln of the Lialson
Committes, published by WRAB, Sam Butl,
chairman of the Lisison Committes warned
"{llegsls® that they would not be permitted
to reamain In the ares. In the same lesus, it
wes reported that the adminiestrative sub=
committes of the Lialeocn Comalttes hag
investigated tha cases of "illegals' and had
found that 2 000 fTasiliess did in Fack
guslify for urban rights snd so the Liaisaon
Committes had in Tact saved the Tamilies
from sviction. (13)

Under closar analysis,; this statpassnt
smarges ad an attempt to retsln thelr popular
facede while pt the samea time acting am
mouthpiece for the states; A recant survey
into the socio-sconomic conditions in
Alexandra undertaken by the Soclology
Uspartment at the University of South Africe

(UNISA) has shown that the average Family
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slze in Alexandras i® 5,7. (14) Simple
arithesestic shows that the Liaison Committes
has thus "sawed' 12 00D people From aviction,
when only an sstimated 10 000 "illegal®
paople sxist.

The Liaison Committes has aleo given ite
support to the idea of Alexandra becoming &
totally 99=year leasehold aream, Sam Butl is
guoted s saying that tha 99=year leasshold

suits Alsxandra better than a freshold system
as more houses can be provided. (15)

In the light of the above statements, it
ssema that the Alexandra Liaison Comalttews has
bean co=ocpted gnd functions to legitimats the
plans the stats has for Alexandra, The Lisison
Committes has no legal status and very limited
powsrs. All of its actions are subject to the
scrutiny and approval of the Department of
Co—oparation and Developmint, Thay do, howaver,
attempt to creats the illusion that they have
greatar powers and claim that the r-l-ﬁinn-hip
betwssn the Lisison Committes and the
Department of Co-operation and Davelopment le

-one af client and consultant. This ls meant

ko imply that thay have poswers of veto and do
not have to sccept whatever tha Uepattment
presents them with, (16)

Finallyy; Alexandra cannot be seem a8 an

attempt by the state to cope with thas housling

problems 1t must be seen a8 an attempt to
co=opt 8 cleatly deflned and relstively small
working cleess community, which will no doubt
featurs prominently in local and overseas
medis as an Indication of the progressive
nature of the present regise, It must also

be seen es sn attempt to paclfy » section of
the working class with material concesslons
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schools

boycott |

WHILE WORK IN PROGRESS WAS AT THE PRINTERS, EVENTS DICTATED THAT
THIS EDITION CARRY SOMETHING ON THE SCHOOLS BOYCOTT, WHICH WAS
SPREADING THROUGHOUT SOUTH AFRICA, BELOW, WE PRODUCE A BRIEF
CHAONOLOGY OF SOME OF THE MAJOR EVENTS THUSFAR, AS WELL AS

& FEW INOICATIONS OF TWL MOST LMPOATAMT [SSUES IM THESE EVEMTS,
(80.04,27)

WHAT follows ims & brief description of some of the mors
important events relsting to the schools boycott which began
in the Weatern Caps, subssguently spresding to most othar
reglons in South Africa. As a hastily compllsd chronology
of svents, it is incomplets) but more important than this,
it should not be ssen as & "history'! of current resistance
to racislly-based mducation in South Africa. For to do so
would suggest that both history and resistance consisk of a
series of short dramatic ewents, rathar than an on=golng
process Llnvelving conflict and orgenisatien, victory and
defsat, advance and retrsat. The current struggle of pupils
to what they have called 'gutter sducation' and the system
which it is a part of must be ssen in an overall context of
reslatance to the raturs of society, and the attempt to
crests & totally new wmoclal structure and reality.

In February 1980, studente of the Mountainview High
School; Hanover Park, began boycotting classsa, A seriss of
mestings were held by the pupile, whars they discusasd and
Fformulated thelr grievances agalnat tha system of coloursd
sducation, On March 13th,; students on the Capa Flate called
a mesting to discuss the system of "gutter education', and an

ad hoo commlittes of parents and pupils was formed. Amongat
thoss pressnt at this mesting wers thres young white teachers

supplemant 1

from the Crystal Senlior Secondary 5chool = Liz Everstt, Brends
Lisbowitz and Barbara Houghton,
A week latsr, on March 20th, some BOD parents and scholars
drawn From Crystal Senior Secondacy and Mountalnvisw High
Schools met in Hanover Park, where those pressnt formulated
their objections to coloured sducation, Thess included
4+ a shobttage of ' text bobkaj
+ students being Farced to buy statlonaryj
+ principsls snforesing the wearing of sxpansive school uniformej
4+ & shortage of teaching staffj
+ the abuse of corporal punishmant; including the besating
of girleg i

+ hesdmasters refusing pupils permission to form recognised
represantetive cduncils (SRC's);

+ poor school facilitisajg

+ bulldings which had besasn damaged during 1976 = 77 had
still not besn repaired.

Later that wesk, pamphlets galling for solidarity amongst
parents, pupils and workers wers widely distributad through-
out the Cape Penineula, and a spe#cific call for the removal
of the prineipals of Mountainview and Crystal Senior Sscondary
Schools was made.

On March 28th, the thres tsschers who had attended the
previous mesting of pupils and perents were dismissed Prom
thalr posta at Crystal Senlor Secondarys 2 days later; pupils
from Crystal and Mountslnvisw mat and called for tha i
unconditional reinstatement of the tsachers. "Thass teachers
showsd solidsrity with us, and we must now show solidarity
with thea™ was the wey s student leader put it. A manting of
reprasentatives from ths two schools declded to inform all
thelr classsates and parents of the victimisation of the 3
teachars, (It should be noted that Minister of Colourasd
Relations, Marsis Steyn, claimed that tha tsachers had bean
dismissnd to make way for "sultably qualified coloursd teachsrs'
However, whan school term re-opened in April, after the
veacation break; no new teachers hed been employed st Crystal
Senior Secondary to replace the dismissed 3),

B0,04,07. Student repressntatives from 19 Caps High Schools,
ss well as from the University of the vJestern Cape (UWC) and




Hewatt Treining College mat; and resclved to Fight the
sducation aystem for coloured puplils "at ell lsvela™. Thay
snt out & series of short-term demands which, they sald, if
not met within & waek would lead them to conalder boycott
agtion. The demands ineluded
pay incressess for tesacharsj
better provision of school booksej
immsdiate repairs to schools damaged during the 1976«-77 riotsg
relinstatement of the 3 teachers diamlssed from Crystal
Senlor Secondary achooly
removal of the principal of Crystal Senior Secondary.

Placards wers posted on the fence at the Wynberg offices
of the Administraticn of Coloured Affairs. They proclaimed that

"Our pactenta are forced to work becauss the bread prices
had incressed. School books are not free. Rents and rates
are increased, They have no say, Sclidarity Workera
Students Parsnte®™,

and

Shaclist sducatlon to divide student sorkers of tomorrow.

The education we ars receiving is prnuiﬂlng Cheap Labour
for the Capitalist®™,

50,04,09, It was announced that the principals of Crystal
Senior Secondecy and Mountalnview High schoals had besn
tranaferced, and Minlster Steyn sald that tepairs to damaged
school buildings would be undertakens The represantatives of
the 29 sducational institutlons which had met on March 7th
{the United Education Front) rejected thess moviés as
inaufficdent = "it just scratoches the surface., Tha wholse
syatam has to be changed®,
BO,04,;11. Pamphlets calling for pupil solidarity and resistance
to gutter sducation wars widely distributed on the Peninsula,
Thay stated that most of the pupils' grisvances involvaed
Raconomic issuse strongly felt in working class arsas like
Hanover Park. The burden of enforced uniforms, expensive
stationary and text books and Forced levies, hits working
e¢lass families hard", The pamphlet went on to say that students
had "mobilised againat their inferior esducation which kesaps
them in their oppresssd position",

Fazela High, ID Pkize and Langa High schools; all based
in african townshipes; jJjoined the United Education Front
planning committes,

- supplemant 2

80,04,13+ A mass meeting wes held whers representatives of
african; indian and coloured pupils in thes Western Caps weras
Joined by students from UWC and Hewatt Training College. It
was decided not to launch an immediats boycott of classes, as
cartain victories had besn won from the suthorltiss (ths resoval
of principals, a promise to repailr school bulldinge). Inatead,
Colouresd Relatione was given wuntlil the and of the month to
fully meat tha dll’ﬂﬁ. previouvaly made.

A reprasgntative of Belgravia High school sxplained that
the promises made by Steyn were insuffisnt.

"The steps undsrtaken by Mr Stsyn, to supply proper
taxt books and to kesp the school bulldings in good
repair ara the run—of=the=mill things any good
pdministration showuld do,

What we are dissatisflied with is the general low
standard and poor condltions surrounding coloured
sducation™,

BD,04,14, Despite the decision teken the previcus day not to
launch & boycott of classes at presant, hundreds of pupils do
begin to boycott lessons at school, At Fezela High Seheol in
Guguletu, B00 boycetting puﬁili demand the right tea Torm an
ERCy the same di!lﬁd is made at Wynbarg Senlior Secondary,; whilae
placards resading "re)Ject reclal education™ are put up by
pupiles at Bridgetown and Stesnberg High, =
A mass mesting is held at Mewatt Training College, and thars
is_ s osll for an isssdiste boycott of classes protesting
against inferior racial sducation.
B0,04,15. Pupile st Spes Bona High School, ons of the largest
schoals in the Athlone srea,; boycott classes; and demonstrates
by marching srcund the school, &nd placing placards on the
schoel fence satting out thelr grisvances.
A total stay-awsy from classes is reported from Parkwood High
Sehoal,

B0,04,16, Minister St-rn says that "positive attention' is
balng glven ta the pupils® grisvances.
Puplls decide to boycott classes until the end of the wesk,
and then to decide onm further sction.
Many more schools join the boycott of classes,
80,04,17, Elvies Aiver High, Elswood High, Bellville South
High, Mananburg, Silverstons High, Manenburg High and
Gordons High School in Somerset West ars reported to be
bayeotting clamses.



supplemsant 3

80,04,18, Cathkin High in Heldeveld joins the boycotty pupils discrimsination in education,
at Vista High School walk out of classes and demonstrate-in
the school quadranglesj For the third day running,; pupils at
Egnsington High School refuse to attend clasess. I
The only indian High School in Cape Town, Aylands, joins tha
boycott of classes, A statement Lfe lssusd by Rylands boycotters
dedicating themsalves to "fight oppression and racist education
which divides us Trom our Fellow South Africans™, It is

further stated that education Is an "ideologlcal control en

A mass mesting of 2 000 at UWC decides to boycott all tests,
assigneents and classes, A mesting of 700 parente in the
Grasay Patk area decidesa to support the pupils in thelr

boycott of classss and demands, Schools in George and Worcestar
Join the boyeott of classes.

The ganaral thema af the boycott in the Westsrn Cape suggests

that education preparss scholars to becoms & cheap labour
force for capltalisme.

the part of the state” designed to "train pecple for tha cheap

!ﬂ.ﬂl=!1. It is reported that more than 100 000 students from
labour markek".

70 schools in the Westarn Caps and Witwatersrend sre boycotting
classss,Earata High Scheooly Pretoria, Relger Fark High School,

Boksburg, and Vredenberg Senlor Sscondary Schoel in Saldanha
pelice and flying squad forces intercept amd break up the march, Bay Jjoin in the boycott

Steyn says that the lssus is not one of sducstion, but of

In Johannesburg; betwsan 2 000 and 5 000 coloured school

childran march in protest sgainst 'inferler education', Security

B0;04,22: Boycott of classes spreads to Natal and Fres State,
Becket Tralning College,; Durban, and Or Blok High School,
Blosmfonteln closed when students demonstrate. Pupils at
Lenasls mchools hlﬁin boycotting classes, ss do students at
Fordsburg Teachars Training College, 2 Durban coloured schools,
a Gurban Teachers' ‘Training College, and pupils at a Kimberley
schools

10 000 pupils hold a rally in Bosmont, outside Johannesburg,
and riot police in camouflage uniform Fire tear-gas to
disperss 8 000 marching pupils in thes stressts of Athlona.

The pupils repressntative committes criticises the -Athlons
marchers, saying that they had violated a majority decision
taken not to leave school premieses during boycott mction,

Tha boycott resches Port Elizabsthy 1 000 puplils at Bathalsdorp
High Sochool, and hundreds In East London jJjoin in demonstrations,
Demonatrations of support are held at Oudtshoorn, Censdendal in
tha Little Karoo, on the East and vest Rand, and at the
University of Netal.

B0,04,23. Police fire a shot, and baton charge 500 students
trying to hold a meeting at Eldorado Park, Tesrgas is used to
break up snothar mesting in Kliptown, snd ssversl puplls are

children being influsnced by propagands, He sccusss suspanded
AIAPD president, Curtis Nkondo, of going to tha Wgstain Caps to
incite scholars, and notes that Nkondo "is not a coloured man',
80,045,198 Over 25 000 pupils are reported to be boycotting
clasasns In tha ¥estern Cape; the boycott spreads to Strand and
Somerset West schools,

At Hewatt Collaege 248 representailves From 52 Jestacn Cape
sducational institutions mest and decide that the boycott
should eontinus the following week; Thay call on pupils to

go to school/campus, but to stay away from classes,
Aepresantatives are presant from almost every senior secondary
school on tha Peninsuls, as well as from Paarl; Worcester,
Stellenbosch and a nuaber of tertiary educational institutions.
Thay rajesct statesments made on their bshalf to the press by
‘racist bodies' like the Labour Party, lecturers at raclest
institutions, and "reactlionary organisations like thas Capas
Teachers' Professional Associstion (CTPA).

An umbrella student body is olected st this meeting, to
represent all Lnstitutions pressnt.: A ssrles of demands,
ineluding the abolition of racisl sducation, integration of

all schools, the phasing out of armed soldier-teachars, and injured.
tha creation of autonomous SAC's at schools, are made. | In Natal, 6 000 studenta and pupils ars reported to be
B0,04,20, Students at the University of Natal medical school boycotting, and police use tsargas to disperse pupiles at

decide to boycott thelr greaduatlien cersmony to protest agalnat Wantwarths




Curtlis Nkendo addresses students at Wite University, sand calle
for = white rols in tha boycott, Arguess that white sducation ias
by no means perfect: it sime at indoctrination, while bleck
sducation alms at domestication. A faw hours later, Nkondo im
detained by security pelice. This marks the beglnning of a largs
sscurlity police swoop, with an sver=growing number of pesopla
being detalnaed,

B0,04,24, It is revealed that the government was warned six
months previously that 'coloured sducation wes in a mess,

and headed for collspss', Warning was issued by ths Transvaal
Regdonal Education Committes, with SO0 000 children under its
lutﬁi:l..

Police baton-charge 500 Chateworth puplls holding a silent
protest in their school grounds, and arrest two.

Pupils at Durban Indisn Girls High School, Gandi Desal,

Orient High, Sastri College, ML Sultan Technikon, Wits
University, Transvaal Collsge of Education and Laudius High
Sechool jein boycott.

Furthar resports of boycotts from Klerksdorp, Roodepoort,
Pntuh-fltrun-; Middelburg (Transveal), Grashamstown,
Pistersaritzburg. Police say that in only thres

dluiniﬁn; - Korthacn Natal, Notharn Free State and

.“lllﬁil = have hnrnutt- not besn reported,

2 000 parsnts mast in Bellville and sxpress soliderity with
student demandes :

4 000 pupiles hold a mass meeting in East Paarl,

1 000 ﬁﬂplll in GCrabouw boycott classes, while all

danior sscondary schoole iIn Fort Elizsbeth, Uitenhage,
Humanesdorp and Graaff=fsinst acre reported to be boycotting
classns,

B0,04,25, Students at Actonvills, Benoni, Randfontein, Eastern
Cape and Durban reported to be Jolning boycott, 16 out of a
total of 17 indian and coloured high achools in the Eastern

Cape are involved in the boycott of classss,
1

A NUMBER of important featurss have smerged from the current
boycott of clasess. Thess are most cbwviocus in the Western
Caps campalign,; where pupll sctivity appears to be more
organised and sophisticated than slsewhere.

supplemant A

1« The puplls have continually emphasissd that the mas jority
of them come From working class families, snd that tha
financial burdens of reclial education are being borne by the

working class (thelr parents). In one of thelir pamphlets, they
writes that

"ys mare aware as students coming from workling class
backgrounds that our parents cannot afford to providas
shelter, food and sducation Ffor ums. The policy of thes
state 1o to make it financlally difficult For us to stay
at schools We are then forced to lsave school and jJoln
the cheap labour force®.

(RESISTANCE AGAINST RACIAL [DUEATIﬂHJ.

The pupiles hava aceordingly conceptuslised their currsnt
struggle as = yorking clase issus, rather than an

sducationgl issus. They have sean that while reclal -dunlttnn
affects all bleacks in South Africa; 1t effectes working class
families in & more serious way than pstty bourgols hllﬂh-
fanilies. ¥

2a Hllﬂ:"l to tha above is the way the pupils of the H‘--ttrﬂ
Clpl ses the whole question of "inferior' education, Th-y*h;u-
nnt, in general, argued for egquality with white education, for
they realise that white education li a8 Tuncticnal to :
axploitation and oppression as hlunh_ldu:ltiﬁn isy Thay have
strassed that ths sducation they receive is functional to _
ths maintenance of the ruling capitalist class in South Africa, -
and in rejecting that fora of education, they slso rljlut_hhl:
political and sconomic system as & wholwe.

The pupils have not asked for technical improvesents in
the guality of sducation only - better Ilhuﬁnturl;:i-lnri
funds ete, They have alsoc demandsd & change in the socisl
content of education.

3. This is shown in the slogan they have adopted = AWAY WITH
RACIAL EDUCATION, Thay have not called for squality with white
education, but rather for an end to reclally=based systems of
educations Impliclt In this Ls & eritique of tha nature and
function of white !dunltlnn as producing opprasaors, just as
black sducation produces the oppressed,

4, The pupils critigue of the sducation thay receive has
included an anti-cepitalist poaition. They have ssen

thamaslves &8 produced as cheap labour for a capitallist




aconomyt

"de reject mpartheld and the sconomic system it is
malintainings

Every student in South Africa should realiss that thay
are the workers of tomortow and they will be sxploited
1ike Ehalr parsnts,

We reject the exploitation of our parents thes workera®,

The boyeotting puplls have accordingly situated thair
seducation within & broader soclal context, esasn tha links
betwsan sducation and meintenahce of an exploitative
system; and realised that s change In education involves a
changa in the whole soclal systas,
S. A atrong current of non=racialism has besn present In the
sctivitiss of the ¥estarn Cepe pupils, This has not only shown
iteslf in the sllisnce betwesen african; coloursd and indisn
scholares,; but slso in the way the pupils of Crystal Senior
Secondary School desanded the reinstatesent of 3 victimised
teachars who happesnsd to be whitae,; This non—racislism has
manifasted itsslf as an sllience of prograssive Torces,
rathar than an inter=racleal solidecity Tor its own sake.
6s The puplls have worked hard inm sxplaining the naturs of
their demands to other students; and to tha community at
large. Mass mestings of teachera, parente and othars living
in comamunities affected have bpen held; and the alogan af
solidarity betwsen students, sorkers and parents has besan
given s content and reslitys .
T« Related to the sabove hes basn the sttempts to snsurs that
ths whole boycott ceampalgn is sducative for its participanta,
and that tha fores of organisation which have esarged are
functional to consclousness=ralsing.
An important pamphlet ifssued explein® that ths shorct-
tarm demands of the pupile must be linked to long term demands,.
"Thess short term victoriss, howsver, ars incomplate until
they are linked up with long term goals, ¥We must see how
thess short term demands gre linked up with the politicel
and economic system of . this country. WUe muat see how ths
fall/pass rata in schools are linked up with tha labour
supply for the capitalist system, how low gquality school
buildinges are linked to ths unsgual sllosation of funds
to sducation for children of the oppressed and children
of the oppresscor; how ingdequate library Tecllitiese are

linked with tha need to gonfine and limit the thoughtas
of the cppresssd, how distorted history text books ace

supplemant 5

linked with the need to obscurs and propagandiss mgainst
the proud®*history of resistance of the Llndigesnous pecple
sgalnat economic slavery, how, in fact, the wholwe
sducational system against which wa ars rebelling, stems
from the fact that we are danied basic political rightas
and thus political powsr®,

I'Ts UP B ALL SoUTH ARRIANS To
pecpe WHAT THE Se<t WAY auie “..//L ,
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