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1 p o l i t i e s ' has a number o f d i s t u r b i n g 

i m p l i c a t i o n s . 

F i r s t l y , the s e p a r a t i o n between w o r k ­

p lace and community i t one t h a t a r i s e s 

out of c a p i t a l i a t p r o d u c t i o n i t a a l f ( aaa 

the a r t i c l e on Rents i n t h i s r e g a r d ) ; but* 

t h i s s s p a r a t i o n i s a l s o ma in ta ined by the 

s t a t s ss s mechanism of c o n t r o l . The 

e f f e c t i s t h a t w h i l e t h e townships may be 

a b l a z e , p r o d u c t i o n i n the f a c t o r i e s 

c o n t i n u e s ; w h i l e workers b o y c o t t buses 

they s t i l l walk to the f a c t o r i e s ; v h i l s 

r e n t p r o t e s t s t a k e p l a c e , ths un ions snd 

management m a i n t a i n wage agreements . 

The aacond e f f e c t of t h i a 

s e p a r a t i o n between w o r k - p l a c e end community 

i a t h a t many i ssuse are handed over to 

n o n - w o r k i n g c l a s s i n t e r e s t s , which tend 

t o m o b i l i s e the work ing c l a s s f o r ends 

t h a t have prec ious l i t t l e t o do w i t h 

w o r k e r s . I f t h i s t akes p i e c e , i t becomes 

s s e l f - f u l f i l l i n g prophecy as f a r as the 

' p o i n t - o f - p r o d u c t i o n 1 s t a ' sre concerned: 

they d e c l i n e i n v o l v e m e n t i n n o n - f s c t o r y 

f l o o r i s s u e s , and then c l a i m t h a t such 

i s s u e s a r e l e d by t h e p e t t y b o u g e o i s i e 

f o r t h e i r own ends. 

A t h i r d i m p l i c a t i o n , i n t h e '<outh 

A f r i c e n c o n t e x t , i e t h a t the r e a l i t y o f 

co lour d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ( r a t h e r than co lour 

aa a f a c t o r i n e x p l o i t s t i o n ) i s of 

n o c e s s i t y i g n o r e d aa h a v i n g n o t h i n g to 

do w i t h the ' p o i n t of p r o d u c t i o n 1 * T h i s 

mesne t h a t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n in the f i e l d s 

of e d u c a t i o n , h e a l t h , h o u s i n g , e t c . 

s r e p e r c e i v e d to be o f p e r i p h e r a l i n t e r e s t 

t o workera* o r g a n i e a t i o n e . 

A f o u r t h i m p l i c a t i o n i a t h a t members 

of ths w o r k i n g c l a a s o u t s i d e of the 

p o i n t of p r o d u c t i o n ( t h e unemployed) a r e 

p laced i n e p o a i t i o n of c o n f l i c t w i t h 

smployod w o r k e r s . This weakens ths p o s i t i o n 

of worksrs i n s t r l k s a and d l a m i s s s l 

s l t u s t l o n s , as the unemployed end up 

compet ing w i t h the employed f o r j o b s . 

The sbove p o i n t s have p a r t i c u l a r 

r e l e v a n c e f o r the assessment o f t h r e e 

i m p o r t s n t srsaa o f c o n f l i c t which ths 

s d i t o r s of WIP b e l i e v e are d e v e l o p i n g . 

These r e l e t s t o the q u e s t i o n s of r e n t s , 

t r a n s p o r t , and b lack a c h o o l i n g . I n 

each of theae a r e a a , a c t i v i t y i s c l e s r l y 

i n c r e a s i n g , snd r e s i s t a n c e to c e r t a i n 

dynamica i n t e n s i f y i n g . Whi le none of 

theae a r e • p o i n t - o f - p r o d u c t i o n 1 i s s u e s , 

they are of d i r e c t concern t o the work ing 

c l a s s . Ths c l a s s b a s i s of l e a d e r s h i p and 

a c t i v i t y i n these areas i s o f g r e a t 

impor tance: whether the demands nade 

c o n t a i n a work ing c l a s s o r p e t t y bourgeo is 

c o n t e n t w i l l c r u c i a l l y e f f e c t the outcome 

of s t r u g g l e around these i s s u e s . 

The e d i t o r s of WIP r e q u e s t r s a d e r s to 

c o n t r i b u t e i n f o r m a t i o n , and t h e i r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of t h e a e i m p o r t a n t i s s u e s : 

R e n t s : r s n t a and s e r v i c s charges have 

r o c k e t e d i n many townships i n ths T r a n a v s a l 

and the Orange Tree S t a t e . Not a l l 

i n c r e a a e s a r e covered i n the newspspsrs , 

and when they sre r e p o r t e d on i t i s 

f r e q u e n t l y l n s d e q u a t s . We need to know 

where i n c r e a s s s have taken p i e c e , o r s r e 

p l a n n e d ; who i s i n chargs o f r e n t s , 

how a r e i n c r e a s e s b e i n g j u s t i f i e d , how 

are townehips f i n a n c e d ; what r e s i s t a n c e 

haa t h e r e oeen t o r e n t inc reases i n the 

p e s t ; what are ths c u r r e n t responsss , e t c . 

T r a n s p o r t : Bus f a r e s hsvs i n c r e a a e d , o r 

new i n c r s a a s s are proposed r i g h t across 

South A f r i c a . WIP has a l r e a d y drawn 

a t t e n t i o n to aome of thsae i n c r e a s e s , 

and t r i e d to ana lyae the events I n v o l v e d . 

However , we need much more i n f o r m a t i o n -

e s p e c i a l l y on the communit ies i n v o l v e d 

(wsrs they moved to t h e i r c u r r e n t s r e s ; 

where do the people w o r k ) ; who ownes the 

bus companies; how many t imes snd by how 

much hsve f a r e s been i n c r e a a e d i n r e c e n t 

y e a r s , e t c . 

Schools : At p r e e e n t , ' c o l o u r e d 1 p u p i l s 

a r e p r o t e s t i n g ebout the i n f e r i o r 

q u a l i t y of the e d u c a t i o n they are 

r e c e i v i n g , w h i l e many people b e l i e v e t h a t 

no r e a l changes have occur red i n the 

e d u c a t i o n a l aystem f o r a f r i c a n a . Sporad ic 

i n c i d e n t e o f o p p o s i t i o n t o the system of 

e d u c a t i o n in the b a n t u s t a n s have s lao 

been r e p o r t e d o n . 

P o l i t i c a l t r i a l e and Labour a c t i o n i 

I n response t o our l a s t e d i t o r i a l , i n which ( 

we expressed a d e s i r e to p r e s e n t more 

d e t e i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on theae c a t e g o r i e e , 

we have r e c e i v e d c e r t e i n c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

which have been i n c l u d e d i n t h i a l a s u e . 

Hore i n f o r m a t i o n on a p e c i f i c t r i a l e 

and a t r l k e s i s s t i l l needed, and 

readere a r e asked to c o n t r i b u t e r e g u l a r l y 

i n these a r e a s . 

-THE EDITORS. 
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LABOUR ACTION 

THE ALLIED 
PUBLISHING 
DISPUTE 
Tne A l l i e d Pub l ieMng Company wee sat up during 

tha 1970s to undartaka the d i s t r i b u t i o n of a l l 

Argue and SAAN newepapere, ae v a i l ae 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of e few Independently owned 

papers. I t i e owned J o i n t l y by Argue, which 

has approximately 60S of the shares^ SAAN 

which holde 20% of shores, end the Natal 

Mercury which owne the remainder of sherae 

in the company* 

DESPlTt. the fee t t h a t the dispute between 

A l l i e d workers and Management d id not 

u l t i m a t e l y r e s u l t i n e t r l k e act ion (work 

etoppeoee were averted on a number of 

occeeions) , i t d i d . nevertheless draw a 

f a i r amount of publ ic a t t e n t i o n * 

Moat A l l i e d workers are miqrante **nd have 

had to work under very t r y i n g condlt iono for 

extremely low wegeet a t the beginninn of 1330 

the aininum waqa i t the f irej was ft22-00 tier 

week. The workere of A l l i e d ere no etrannere 

to trade unioniam and l n d u a t r i a l a c t i o n * 

During tha ea r ly 1970s the uleck A l l i e d 

workers Union (^AJU) made en ettempt to 

orgeniao them, however* i t appsare that the 

Union was unable to ees le t the workers* end 

BAJU contect wi th A l l i e d workers eventuel ly 

lapsed. 

A number of s t r i k e s have occurred during 

the 1970e* In 1973 s t ree t vendore went on 

e t r i k e for higher wagee. The nature of tha 

Industry i s such tnat management has to make 

decieions quickly in the event of e work 

stoppage* Af tsr about an hour i t waa agreed 

that commission on newepapere sold would be 

increased s l i g h t l y * 

Ear ly i n 1976 dr ivere end e t r a e t vendore 

etruck for higher pay* Once again, management 

granted wage increases* This time the e t r i k e 

lasted almost a f u l l day* 

In 1978* before A l l i e d workers begen 

Joining the Union* tha e t r e e t vendore went 

out on s t r i k e and refused to pay in t h e i r 

tek inge u n t i l a col league* who had been 

dismissed, was r e i n s t a t e d * Tha man had bean 

diemiaeed a f t e r h ie Area Suparvleor hed found 

him > a i t t i n g down*. Again, management waa 

forced to act quickly and en hour a f t e r tha 

e t r i k e begen* tha s i n wee r e i n s t a t e d . 

A l l i e d workere began organising themselves 

i n t o the Commercial, Cater ing and A l l i e d 

Jorkere Union of South A f r i c a (CCAJU5A) around 

mid 1978. Thoee involved included e t r e e t -

vendors, c l e r k e * d r i v e r e * deliverymon end a 

nunber of others - mainly una iLie I worksrs* 

During tha fo l lowing twelve months* 

regular ciestinge were held at which grievencae 

were discussed an/1 -hop stewards were e lected 

to represent the var ious groups of workers* 

f i n a l l y * during August 1^79* when Union 

membership was considered to be e u f f i c i e n t l y 

etrong* i t was decided that management ehould 

be approached wi th a viow to resolving tha 

workere' gr ievancea. On 29th Au^uet e l e t t e r 

was w r i t t e n aaking management to meet wi th 

Union o f f i c l a l e end the ehop etewarde committee 

to diecuee theee gr ievances, which included 

such matters ae wagee, hours of work, back­

pay for unpaid overtime work, verbal and 

phyeica l abuse by niidle-managomant, deductione 

from wagae of penal t ies for ver ioue ' o f f e n c e s 1 , 

and e number of other laauaa. 

On 12th September e reply waa received 

from A l l i e d informing the Union that e l l theee 

grievancee had been brought to management's 

et tmntion by I t a var loue l i a i s o n Connlt toea, 

Aftmr cuosul ta t ion w i t h the workere, the Union 

wrote back point ing out t h a t the workere had 

Joined the Union s p e c i f i c a l l y because of t h e i r 

d ie l l lus lonment wi th Liaison Committers, 

that e number of ahop etewarde ware in fee t 

ex—Liaiaon Committee members who had raaignad 

from the Commlttmoo, and that due t o t h l e e 

number of the Commltteoe had co l l apeed . Vorkera 

now wished the Union to act ma t h e i r o f f l c l e l 

mouthpiece. 

A l l i e d * ! reaponse to th ia waa to demand 

to know from CCAJU5A, " i n order to get to 

know the Union b e t t e r " , whether i t had, or 

Intended t o , r e g i s t e r i n terms of the 

I n d u e t r i a l Conc i l i a t ion Act , and eleo to 

aak a number of questlone ebout the Union and 

i t s c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

Tha ahop etewarde committee and the 

executive committee of CCA**U3A were informed 

of t h l e , and both formulated the eame e t t i t u d e 

towarde i t * F i r s t l y , although the executive 

coaoi t tee had decided t o recommend to the next 

CCAJU3A annual general meeting that the Union 

apply f o r r e g i e t r a t i o n , i t wee f e l t that the 

issue was of no concern to A l l i e d . Secondly, 

both commltteee agreed that the other d e t a i l a 
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wanted by A l l i e d should not be communicated 

in w r i t i n g . I n e t e a d , the firm should be t o l d 

t h a t CCnJUSA would be happy to eupply the 

informat ion a t a meeting between management 

end worker repreeenta t ivee , which ehould be 

fol lowed by diecueeion of the grlevancee* On 

21et December e l e t t e r to t h i e e f f e c t nee 

eent to A l l i e d * 

The f l r m f e rep ly to t h i e l e f t no doubt 

thet i t wee t h e i r i n ten t ion not to communicate 

fu r the r wi th the Union u n t i l t h e i r previoue 

queetlone were answered in w r i t i n g * At t h i e 

po in t i t wee decided thet fu r the r preeeure 

be brought to bear on the oompcny, end a 

preee conference wee held where ehop etowarde 

spoke of working condi t lone et the f i r * . 

The day e f t e r the eppearance of the press 

r e p o r t s , CCAUUSA wee contectsd by A l l i e d 

management who o f fe red to meet wi th Union 

o f f i c i a l s ( a l o n e ) and euggeeted that flr Sam 

van C o l l a r , the ac t ing d i r e c t o r of the 

I n s t i t u t e f o r I n d u e t r i a i Relat ions ( ! i n ) t to 

which both CCAUUSA end A l l i e d were a f f i l i a t e d , 

be aeked to set ee e neut ra l chairmen und 

edvleor to both e ldoe. (The f u l l r o l e of the 

I1R i n the d i i , ' i e o*scussed bslow)* 

Nei ther of theee two propoeale met w i t h 

the aonrovel of Union o f f l c l e l e or ihop 

stewarde* Mr van C o l l a r weav however, i n v i t e d 

to moot them to diecuee the arrangements* The 

shop etewarde eventual ly r e l u c t a n t l y agreed 

t h a t the f i r e t Meeting could be held without 

t h e i r prsssnet* But i t wae unanimously 

decided t h a t Mr van C o l l a r ehould not be 

allowed to chair the meeting, and i f A l l l a d 

i n e i e t e d on hie preeence i t ehould be on the 

understanding that he act as an advieor to 

the* only* 

The meeting took place over two days — 

the 20th and 22nd February* At the n e s t i n g , 

union o f f i c i e l e were informed that A l l i e d 

would not consider grent lng f u l l recognit ion 

to CCAWUSA u n t i l the Union had eppl lsd f o r 

r s g i e t r e t l o n , and vexioue other condit lone hed 

been complied w i t h * U n t i l then, whi le the 

Union would have B C C I I I to management to 

discuss i n d i v i d u a l worker 's gr lsvancss, 

matters such ee wages and working hours 

could not be negot ia ted* Hanagemont would be 

prepared t o diecuee less important grievances 

w i t h e lected worker repreeentat ivee in the 

i n t e r i m * 

flenegement then c i r c u l a r i s e d t h i e 

Informat ion to e l l i t e employeee, and t o l d 

than t o e l e c t e ight repreeentat ivee to meet 

wi th t h e * on 7th neroh* 

At t h i e point the CCAJUSA o f f i c e s were 

Inundated wi th a atreem of A l l i e d workere 

object ino to t h i e development* A numner of 

aoetingo were held w i t h the ehop eteverde 

committee and i t wae decided to c a l l a generel 

NertlftQ of A l l i e d vorkitrs f o r 9 th *aroh« 

Renegoaent*e d i f f e r e n t attempte to r e v i v e 

i t e Johanneeburg l i a i s o n committees f a i l e d 

diemal ly - they were t o t a l l y boycotted* In 

c o n t r a c t , over 120workers attended the Union 

meeting the fo l lowing day* Union o f f l c l e l e 

were mendatsd to inform A l l i e d management 

t h e t workere would hove nothing to do wi th 

l i e l e o n committeee, end t h a t they were g iv ing 

"management one waek" to agree to meet wi th 

t h e i r repreeentat ivee - both union o f f l c l e l e 

end ehop stswarde - to diecuee gr ievances, 

p r i m a r i l y wagee* A fu r the r generel meeting 

wee then planned for the fo l lowing Saturday *• 

15th haroh - where, i f there hed been no 

s a t i s f a c t o r y rseponse from managsmsnt, a dete 

f o r a e t r i k e would be decided on* 

The dey e f t e r menegement were informed of 

t h e i r employeee* viewe, they contected the 

Union and agreed to the workers* demand, and 

e meeting wae plenned for 19th March* 

-men workers were Informed of t h i e on 

15th Harch, they formulated wege dsmands 

snd decided that t h e i r decieion to e t r i k e 

(which wae timed for 10am on Friday 21at 

Harch) ehould etand, and would be ca l l ed o f f 

only i f t h e i r repreeentat ivee were e e t i e f l e d 

by management'e react ion to t h e i r wage demende. 

The demanda were aomethlng in the order of 

a 70% increase on the February 1960 wagee* 

The workere* repreeentat ivee pressntsd 

t h e i r demanda on 19th March* Af ter gauging 

managements reeponee they dscidsd to c e l l 

o f f the plenned s t r i k e , end agreed to give 

management two weeks to consider ths demende, 

nreeent them to the c o p ^ n y ' s board of 

d i r e c t o r s , end formulate e response* 

An i n d i c e t l o n of the e f f i c i ency of the 

slop stewards, in.*; ds;roc of orgenisat ion 

amongst ths workere i e t h a t elthough the 

meeting wi th management ended only jue t before 

midnight on the 19th narch , by 1O-00am the 

next morning the vast major i ty of Union 

members wars f u l l y informed of the outcome 

of the meeting* 

A fur ther meeting wi th menegement wae 

held on 2nd A p r i l , and e t e general meeting 

of A l l i e d workere on 5th A p r i l , l e t e e t 

developments were dlecuseed* 

f i n a l l y , on 10th A p r i l agreement between 

the two p a r t i e e wee reeched* atege increasee in 

t h e region of 30 - 60% f o r most workere came 

in to e f f e c t oa 13th A p r i l , together wi th the 

mmm*a*aa*m»mm*m*mm»mmi 
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i n t roduc t ion of a aerv ice allowance scheme* 

(These increoeee e r e ovar and abova a 7 1/2* 

ecroae~thm-board increaee grantad by the 

company during Match 1980) * Tha egroement 

lncludee a provis ion that fu r the r wege 

increaeea ba nagot la tad i n ona yeere t ime . 

Tha agreement fu r tha r provides fort 

i ) * a n o n - v i c t i a l e a t l o n clauaat 

i i ) . tha Unlon'a r i g h t to hold meetings on 

coapeny premieee e f t e r working hourai 

i l l ) . • Union notice board a t aach dapot i 

i v j . tha replacement of l i a i a o n coamitteee by 

a ehep ataward eyetamf 

v}« raaaonabla time o f f wi th pay to ba grantad 

to ahop stawarda for t r a d * union aducationi 

u l ) . a commitment by tha Union not t o " c a l l 

upon or compel" A l l i e d vorkara to 

p a r t i c l p a t a i n workar ac t ion which would 

d ia rupt normal oparat lona except where i t 

r e l e t e e to tha pubi iahlng t rade* 

Thi . r o l a of tha J n e t l t u t e . for In r fue t r ia l 

Relat ione ( I R R ) , 

Tha f l r a t tha Union haard of IRR 

involvement i n tha diaputa waa a f t a r tha praaa 

con*e^nco i « t e in January whan A l l i e d 

management waa reported to hava aaid t h a t i t 

had aotad * * a t r i c t l y w i t h i n tha terme of tha 

guidal inaa aat down by tha XRR*. When CCAWUSA 

made anquir iaa from tha IRR aa t o whathar t h i a 

waa tha caaa f an I n a t l t u t a apokeoaen proceeded 

to c r i t i c i e o what i t parcalvad aa CCAWUSA*a 

uncooparatlva behaviour in i t a daal inga wi th 

A U i a d up to that p o i n t . 

Aa mentioned above, tha ac t ing d i r a c t o r 

of tha ItiH waa put forward aa a n e u t r a l c h a i r ­

man at tha f i r a t meeting batwaan tha Union 

and A l l i e d , and t h a t th ia auggoation waa 

r e j e c t e d by the worker r - . . . : - • — • t l y e s , 

A U i a d had fu r tha r oaked, and t h i a waa 

agreed to by CCAJU5A, t h a t the IRR ba 

raqueeted to do en a u d i t of A l l i e d worker 

membership of tha Union* Howevar, when tha Job 

had bean h a l f - c o a p l o t e d , CCAUUSA receivad a 

l e t t e r f roa tha I n e t i t u t a aayinQ that 

" i t l a c l e a r . • • • t h a t the r e l a t i o n a h i p between 

CCAWUSA end the I n e t l t u t e i e auch that there 

a ight be eoao doubt about the v a l i d i t y of 

tha membership f igures produced by tha IRR. 

Aa t h i a would defeat the purpoee of the 

oxercieo we f e e l i t neceeeary to adviee you 

thet we a te unable to proceed wi th the 

e x e r c i e e * * (By the t i a e tha agreement waa 

elgned, the meaberehlp audi t had not yet 

been completed)+ 

Some deye l a t e r , fle fleehinini, the Cenerel 

Secretary of CCAWUSA, received a phone c e l l 

f roa fir v^r\ C o l l a r eeying thet he wee 

withdrawing f roa involvement i n tha dlepute* 

However, the IRR wrote a l e t t e r to the Union 

dur ing ala>nerch I n f o r a i n g CCAWUSA t h e t t h e 

I n e t i t u t a w*e engoned In prav IH i rg c o u r t s 

f o r A l l i e d management* Theee courses were to 

teach eenlor management "negot ia t ing s k i l l s " 

end middle management " I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n e " • 

At i t a Rarch meeting, C C A J U S A U executive 

cosmlttee decided t h a t in view of the IRR'e 

r o l a i n the diapute the Union should d i e -

e f f i l i e t e f roa the orgeniaet ion* In a d d i t i o n , 

H i Plaehintnl , a member of the I n a t i t u t e > e 

boerd of Trueteee, hae reeigned from her 

p o e i t l o n there* 

A. Tine* 

THE KAROO 
MEAT 
EXCHANGE 
STRIKE 
THE s o l i d a r i t y end determination of workere 

in the Cape Town meet induetry wee ehown 

during the e t r l k e by 59 Keroo fleet Exchange 

workers in l a r c h th ia yeer* 

Workere from 15 Cepe Town meat f a c t o r i a e 

gathered aaverel times during the a t r i k e to 

ehow t h e i r aupport f o r the Keroo workere. 

And i t i a l i k e l y t h e t i f the workere* 

demende had not been met when they were, 

workere throughout the induetry would heve 

gone on e t r i k a - Juat before the t e s t e r 

weekend, when the demand for meet i a p a r t i c u ­

l a r l y h igh . 

The Karoo e t r l k e began on Plonday, fierch 

24, when management a l l eged ly diemlaeed an 

unregistered worker without consulting the 

workere' committee f i r a t . 

Two pointa need to be aede herei 

I e The workere* committee i e e lec ted by the 

workere but i t a cone t i tu t ion hee been eccepted 

by managementi 

2* henegement hed egreed to coneult the 

committee over the h i r ing end f i r i n g of 

workere* I t wee the f e e t thet t h i e p r i n c i p l e 

hed been broken thet ceueed the workere to 

e t r l k e . Thie i a p a r t i c u l a r l y advanced in 

the context of South African labour r e l a t i o n e * 



page ft 

There are a l together 80 workers s t 

Karoo Heat* Tht 20 s o - c a l l e d coloured workere 

did not support the s t r i k e of the ir fe l low 

a f r i c e n workers* 

On in© friday after the t t r i k s had 

s t a r t e d , tha workers agraad to raturn to work 

i f a l l of than vara uncondit ional ly r e -

inatatad in the ir former posit ion- , , On tha 

Wednesday night bafora t h i e , over 100 

rapraaantativas from 11 othar meat f ir«a 

had gathered at tha o f f i c e s of tha union 

rspreaanting tha workers* tha Woatsrn 

Province General Workers1 Union (WPGWU), t o 

express the ir a o l i d e r i t y with tha Karoo 

workere* 
Thay drafted a l a t t e r to th« generel 

a i n a y i t of Karoo heat , Johen Louw, demanding 

the uncondit ional re - ins te tement of a l l tha 

workere. They eaid tha atr lka h*d come at a 

time when workere in tha meat industry vara 

p a r t i c u l a r l y angry about the ir wsgee and 

working cond i t i ons . A copy of tha l a t t e r wee 

eant to boeeae of a l l 11 neat firms represent ­

ed at tha meeting. 

On f r i d o y , Herch 28, the workere g e t h e r -

ad at Karoo Haste* Haitiend o f f i c e s at 7 em* 

At about 0,30 aav membere of tha workere* 

committee ware ca l l ed i n t o the o f f i c e , touw 

t o l d than that a l l tha workers would have to 

f i l l i n appl icat ion forms and the firm would 

decide during the weekend which workere 

thay would re-employ. 

Thie was f irmly r e j e c t e d by tha workere 

who eaid they would not return to work u n t i l 

a l l of them were uncondi t ional ly r e - i n s t a t e d , 

•not through e p p l i c e t i o n forme and not one 

by one*, thay eaid* 

Tha next day, a »esa meeting of about 

2S0 naat worker* was he ld in Lnnna to d i scuss 

tha Keroo s tr ike* Support for tha Keroo 

workare wee re-aff irmed and Keroo management 

wee c e l l e d on to accede to tha workere* •non-

negot iab le demanda*. One of the reproeenta-

t ivae wee e l e c t e d by workere of each of the 

15 f l n a represented at tha meeting* It wee 

decided thet eech repreeentet iva ahould go to 

aea hie boaa at 7 am on flonday norning and 

aek for peraiaeion to be present at a meeting 

between Karoo workare and management, which 

wee t o be he ld at 8 an on flonday. 

At 7 t a on flonday, March 30, e l l Karoo 

workere, sJPGWU o f f i c i a l e , and the praae 

getherad at tha f a c t o r y , wi th in the next 

hal f hour workere from 11 othar meat f e c t o r l a e 

arrived* At about 7,30 am, the workare ware 

c a l l e d i n t o tha o f f i c e * Union o f f i c i a l e , the 

praes and workers from the other fac tor iaa 

regained outs ide* 

Two hours l e t a r the workere emerged. 

Thay had won an outr ight v ictory* Thay had 

re jec ted managament'e raqueet t h e t each f i l l 

out an e p p l i c e t i o n form end i n e i e t e d on 

uncondit ionei re- inetatement* Thia wee 

eventual ly agreed to by menegement who further 

agreed to pay the workere a week*e wages end 

to consult the workare* committee on e l l 

ieeuea a f f e c t i n g the workere in the future . 

Tha e t r i k e , which l e s t e d e x e c t l y e weak, 

confirmed the workere* r ight to be coneulted 

on every i s sue e f f e c t i n g them. It e leo 

demonetreted to s l l workere in tha meet 

induetry t h e t they cen rely on indus try -

wlda worker support for any s trugg le in tha 

fu ture . 

3tCAU5C of demancs from uur readership, some • 

of whom found the s e r v i c e uee fu l , we era 

r e i n f t a t i n g the l i e t i n g of e tr ike and othar 

labour ac t ion . There might be e few 

a tr ikee reported e t tha end of 1979 thet we 

have miaeed, but any Tranevael reported 

s t r i k e s during 1980 w i l l have bean covered, 

and w i l l be l i e t e d during the re s t of t h l e 

year . 

We do, however, eek our readers In othar 

centree to send ue informetion on eny such 

s t r i k e s wa might have a i e e o d , and e e p e c i a l l y 

on a tr ikee by form lebourere* 

UIP would e t i l l prefer to cerry a r t i c l e e 

ind ica t ing trende and analysing lebour ect ion 

than to provide only a record of auch ac t ion . 

To *ake t h i a pos s ib l e we eek for contr ibu­

t ion^ from our reedere . 

79*12*2st An unnamed Vereeniging photographic 

process ing leboretory did not pey workora a 

Chrletmae bonus m n ichael KeJlon, manegar, 

eeltj that prof i ta had not baan what waa 

•xpectad . Seven e t e f f members wslkad out 

— one, 3oey ftuolale, ea id thet ha had worked 

for the company for 9 yeera and had never 

received a bonue. 

Kallen eaid that ha would rather teech 

new e taf f during 1980 than pay bonueee. 

Outcome unknown. 

fanny farmera Bekery and Confectioners 

( t o r e n t t v l l l e , Johannesburg)! 11 workere 

reelgned beceuee of non-peyaent for overtime 

worked (ROT, 79 .11*29) . flanagement eaid 

that there ware no problems ee far ee they 

ware concerned* 

A apokeapereon for the workere eeid 
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that he hod earned R17fO0 a week. Two other 

workere aarnad R19»00 a weak ( a f t a r 1? months 

and 2 yaata i n employment r a a p a c t i v a l y ) . 

Beacon Sweets ( H e r r i o t d a l e f Johanneeburgji 

Cloven man aeid that thay had had R1 t00 

deducted from t h a i r pay and 2 waeke l a t a r 

anothar R5V75* e i lagedly f o r ' t u i e t i aatan 

by workere1 (Poat f 7 9 . 1 2 . 2 ? ) . On Tuaaday 

(20 th November) thay want to tha Department 

of rienpowar U t l l i a a t i o n anq to tha I n d u a t r i a i 

Council f o r tha Swaetmaking Induatry to 

compli in about tha treatment thay had rece ived. 

Tha naxt day thay raturnad to work but 

rafuaad to work u n t i l thay had baan rafundad. 

flenagement agreed to keep on 3 workarav 

but a l l rafuaad to r a t u r n . A d i rac tor aald 

that tha Oapartmant had found that tha deduct-

lona wara J u a t i f i a d . Vorkara wara aarnlng 

R2B*00 a week in eomo c e e e t . 

Tha naxt day i t waa reported that tha 

workers would not ba re ins ta ted and that tha 

vacanciaa had baan f i l l a d * 

Bua Orlvore (fiohlakeng Towhahip)i Thara waa 

i n n i r a c t . l o n t l / . zt a s t r i k a by bua dr ivers 

on tha routa betwaen Hohlakeng and Rend-

fonta in (Poa t t 7 9 . 1 1 . 1 4 ) i n BO a r t i c l e on 

a l iagad ovarcharging by membere of .tha 

Hohlekeng Taxi Aaaociation during tha a t r i k a . 

•The bua d r i v a r a 1 a t r i k a want without 

any incidanta last waak anrj buaaa ran normally 

s h o r t l y a f t a r morning peak ho n l a a t Thure— 

day* - waa tha axtant of tha covaraga of tha 

a t r i k a . 

r i o r l a t Shop (Senlmm ^ u l U i n g ^ Oohenneeburg): 

Two survivors or ti*« liuweto . . . . . • > -o» crash 

in which 16 oaonla had d i e d , warp f i r e d 

f r o * t h a i r Joba at a f l o r i a t ahop a f t a r thay 

had apant two waeke i n h o a p i t a l . 

Tha Diapkloof Raaidanta1 Associat ion, 

where tha women l i v e * aald that ' I t seems 

that soma paopla aro only in ta raa tad in our 

labour and not our secur i ty * (Post , 7 9 . 1 1 . 0 9 ) . 

Jnico Chew l e a l Company ( S p r l n g f l a i d * iohannea-

burg) i On 26th November, 1979* 37 Af r ican 

workers at th ia company want on a t r i k a 

bacauaa of complainte t h a t thay wara Qroaaly 

underpaid. Tha workara, who atayad outaida 

tha f a c t o r y * had served wi th tha company f o r 

up to 36 yaara in eoaa caaaa. Thay aald that 

thay had baan promised an incraaaa but that 

nothing had m e t e r i a i i o e d . Thay alao 

complainad about no and of yaar bonus, and 

that thara waa no workere* committee in tha 

f a c t o r y . 

four men wi th batwaan 29 and 36 yaara 

aarv lca wara aarning R30«Q0 a waak. hanager 

RJ Pr ineloo rafuaad to comment on tha day of 

tha a t r i k a . Tha naxt day tha workara 

raturnad to work, having baan granted waga 

Increasoe r&n^lny rio= 20 to 2U percent^ 

Varaanlqlnp Ra f rec tor ies * Thraa sambare of 

tha Bui lding Construction and A l l i e d 

Workers' Union wara f l r a d i n Novaabar* 1979. 

Tha aen bal lavad that i t waa r a l a t a d to 

t h a i r trada union work. Tha raaaona given 

by tha f i n * on t h a i r unemployment Insurance 

fund i M f ) forme for f i r i n g tha™ wara 

' r e f u s i n g to qo and imrk in en'»thrr aoction* 

and * l o a f i n g and being vary chseky wi th tha 

hnee-boy and tha foreman 1 . Tha man had 

reepect lva iy 1J f 14 ono 2 yaara service 

Frank Wohlala, a union orgenieer , aald 

t h a t ha had had no explanation from tha f i r m 

on tha dismissals, and that tha union wee 

a t i l l a t ruggl ing for recognit ion in tha f i r m 

(Poe t , 7 9 . 1 1 . 0 6 ) . 

No fu r the r information a v a i l a b l e . 

Southern Afr ican Society of Journe l ia to i Tha 

5AS0* rapraeantlng mainly white Journei ie te 

employed by the E ng I ieh- language commercial 

p ress , damandad increaaaa of 22,3% i n Decem­

ber, tmployera o f fe red 11£ and tha matter 

haa been re fe r red to a r b i t r a t i o n undar 

Arthur Chaakaleon SC* a Johannesburg lawyar. 

The Wr i te rs ' Aaaociation of South Af r ica 

(yASA)j representing black Journe i ie te , waa 

reported to have rafuaad to Join tha SASJ 

(recognised union) in nagot ie t ione . WAS* 

n o t i f i e d owployere thet i t would aeak % 

separata agreement. Tha h ia tory of tha 

r s l a t i o n e h l p batwaan white and black Journal­

is ts goaa back eome yaara , whan tha SASJ 

daragiaterad ( i n tarme of tha I n d u a t r i a i 

Conc i l i a t ion Act) i n order to open i t a mem-

bereh ip . UASA wee formed in opposition to tha 

iASJ and now includes moat of tna black 

j o u r n a l i a t a in i t a membership. 

Wi t ter SA ( P t v ) Ltd ( I s i p i n g o ) i A waga 

diaputa waa thought to ba behind a 'a i t -down 

p r o t e e t ' outaida th ia f loor-cowering fac tory , 

f i f t y workara ware involved (Da i ly Naiwe, 

7 9 . 1 V . 2 2 ) . 

tlore informat ion needed. 

Trede unlonla ta i Johenn florae, a aanior 

l a c t u r a r a t UCT» waa rafuaad a paeaport to 

v i s i t tha USA oh an i n t e r n a t i o n a l v l a t o r a ' 



programme, fferee l a doing h is PhD on t rade 

unionise and wee inwolvad t n a workera' 

advisory pro ject i n tha western Caps* 

Ha ba l iavaa t h a t the re fuee l of a p a t s -

port and of thoaa f o r two F05ATU o f f i c e -

baarara waa r a l a t a d to t h a i r contact w i t h 

tha labour movement. 

Rainbow Chlckqn Processing Plant (Hsamtrsdsle 

Na ta l ) : 55 workers a r r a t t a d at a s t r i k e at 

t h i t f i r e i n August-September, 1979, vara 

charged y i t h ' p u b l i c v io lence* U s e UIP, 1 0 ) , 

At tha and of October 5e workers (about 

h a l f of thaai nan) raappaarad i n tha Camper— 

doyn magist ra te 's court and vara each f ined 

R10 (or 180 days) , th ia t i a e * repor ted ly , f o r 

•at tending an i l l e g a l gather ing 1 end ' f a i l i n g 

to head a pol ice yarning to disperse' 

( D a i l y Newe, 7 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 ) * 

I t yae aaid t h a t a * r i o t oqued' froai 

Har i tzburg had bean ca l l ed to the a t r i k a 

under Captain H H e l x e t t , who had warned tha 

crowd to disperse ( i n terms of the Riotoue 

Assemblies A c t ) . Whan tha crowd f a i l e d to 

do 50 taargaa waa f i r e d . Some dlepareed 

but 203 did not do so. *fiin<,leaaers and 

ag i ta to rs * ware then a r res ted . 

1980 

Aqgensls Wine (north-wast Cope): The n i n e , 

oyned by Black nountain Mineral Development 

Company, a subsidiary of Cold f i e l d s of SA, 

a eubsidiary of Coneolidstad Gold, of which 

Anglo-Aeericen haa Juet managed to gat a 

25> ehere, i e involved in axp lo i t ing e i l v e r , 

z inc and copper deposi ts . Tyo hundred 

workera at tha mine wars sacked in January. 
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19B0, a f t e r denanding across tha board wage 

increases. 

The only report we have (R0m, 80 ,01 .08 ) 

a ta taa that management were to have aaid that 

tha 900 workera wars given the ultimatum of 

e i ther going back to work and making reproeent-

at lons through the 'proper channels1* or they 

'could pack t h a i r baga and l eave* . 

Two hundred l e f t ( f lown beck to tha 

Tranekai bentuatan) f and wara a l lagadly 

g u i l t y of deser t ion t and had. t h e r e f o r e , not 

been Qlven eaverance pay* Raplecenanta wars 

taken on. 

Transvaal D a i r i e s (f lalvern Caet, Johannesburg)* 

A three-hour a t r i k a took placa on 6 0 . 0 1 . 0 9 . 

involv ing 270 sii lk da l lvary nan employed by 

t h i e f i r m . I t eppeare that the ieeuea had 

been long-etending d l e s a t l s f a c t i o n wi th tha 

worke' committee ( f a i l u r e to convoy workera* 

g r i e v a n c e * ) , and a request for e pey increesa. 

n en eg em en t eaid t h a t tha pey ieeue would 

be diecuaead y i t h tha nev worka committee, 

to ba *alactad* from 1a people nominated by 

workera ( S t a r , 6 0 . 0 1 . 0 9 ) . 

Plpslok (P tv )L td (Garmieton)i Ear ly th ia 

year two most Mysterious reporta appeared on 

a a t r i k a a t t h i a company. Sixty 'black 

employees* wara eaid to heve threatened to 

•ea t f i r a to trucks laaving t h a i r f a c t o r y 1 

unlaes thay were paid the wagee of the 

previous week. Tha threate wara aade on 

Tuesday, 80 *01 .15 . and the workera wara aoant 

to have baan pa id on tha Friday before . 

A white collaagua of tha workere aaid 

t h a t they were *s ick end t i r e d of wai t ing for 

wagoa . . . Unless we get pe id soon, wa*re 

going to tear th ia place down'. Pol ice 

attended* 

The next day i t wse reported thet a 

"neighbouring pipe factory* had of fered 

the workere Jabe* An I r idue t r l e l Council 

representat ive eaid that the ownere of 

the factory could not be t raced. Two 

man. recognised by yorkere ae eanior 

e t e f f . denied any connection with Pipe-

l o k . 

flora information needed! 

Hightwatchmer* ( N a t a l ) : A report eppearsd 

( N a t a l Mercury* 00 ,01*19 ) on the etrocloue 

wages paid to aecuri ty guards* a l legedly 

by ' f l y - b y - n i g h t * secur i ty f irms who were 

not members of the Natal Associetion of 

Secur i ty Guarda* The wages were said to 

be in the region of R60 a month for a 

twelve hour s h i f t , a i x dey week* 

Of some 2? f i rms said to be operetlng 

i n t h i s f i e l d , only 12 wero reg is tered) 

the others asking use of the unemployment 

s i t u a t i o n to depress wsges and undercut 

AesQcietlon members* 

Unilever (Bokeburg p l a n t ) . Another foreign 

owned p lant and supposed observer of a ' labour 

coda* made the newe over d iaa ieee l of e shop 

steward of tha Food* Beverage and A l l i e d 

Uorkere' Union, Paul N t u l i ( f o r the actione 

of another auch f i r a wi th atate support, see 

our coverage of the Ford a t r i k a i n wlP* 11) 

N t u l l waa f i r e d a f t e r the union had 

sent the company a l a t t e r Informing thorn of 

h ie e l e c t i o n es ehop steward* Uni lever said 

t h e t workere wara happy with tha ex ia t ing 

l i a i s o n committee end that there wee no need 
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for union a c t i v i t y by Paul H t u l i , aa renueet-

ad In the union l e t t e r . 

Tha company denied v i c t i a i o o t i o n , and 

alao othar coaple inte regarding advancement 

and canteen f a c i l l t i a a - tha l a t t e r wars aaid 

to ba n o n - r a c i a l , but t h a t thara vn ona 

cantaan f o r ' aenager ie l and aa la r iad a t a f f 1 

and anothar f o r 'weekly-paid e t e f f " J (ftOfl, 

B O . 0 1 , I S ) . 

Skekee Sikhakhane, tha union*a general 

eecre ta ry , aaid t h a t Paul H t u l i waa tha aacond 

ahop etewerd to ba f i r e d * A aonth a t t a r 

H t u l l f a d lea ieeo l on tha 20th Docaab*r tha 

union wee eeid t o ba tak ing l a g a l ac t ion 

f o r v l c t i a i e o t l o n unlaaa Unl lavar conducted 

'a f u l l enqu i ry * . 

No fu r tha r infora iat ion e v e l l e b l e , + 

St ra t fo rd Engineering Coepony (Oph i r ton ) i 

Cloven workara aakad f o r a atandard t a t e f o r 
• 

tha job a t t h i a f i n o f t a r ona aen had 

racalvad an incraaaa . Tha vorkara w i n 

naming about R33,00 par week. 

I t oppeere t h a t tha aenageaent tone ider -

ad what happanad aubaaquantly to ba a walk-

o u t , y h i l a tha workere aaid t h a t tney had 

baan ordered to br ing t h a l r paaa booka ao 

that thay could ba alqnad o f f . Whan tha 

vorkara raturnad mw woaen vorkara h«d 

alraady baan takan on i n t h a l r place* 

Tha Urban Training Projact wee approach-

ad by tha vorkara and aaid to hava takan up 

t h a l r coaple inte (Poet * S t a r , 80 .01 .31 J . 

Sunrloa T r u i t a ( u a d e v l l l e ) i 28 eenlgr truck 

d r l v e r e claimed t h a t v l c t l a i e e t l o n r a l a t a d t o 

e t teapte to f o r * a works c o a e l t t r e l a d to 

t h a l r * retrenchaent>. Tha coapany daniad 

t h l s t and : :••• thnt the J r lve re hao baan 

replaced* but aaid t h a t a 'aaaaonal drop in 

work* aeant tha aa la of aoae t ruck* (R0J1, 

8 0 . 0 2 * 0 2 ) . 

Alcheel Rohot la , ganaral eocretery of 

tha Tranaport and A l l i e d Vorkara* Union, to 

which tha dr ivara belong, aaid tha - tha 

workere had aakad aonegoaent to al low thea 

to fera a worke coamittaa t o taka up g r i evan -

caa- Henageaant a a i d that thay would 

nominate a l l aeabere , a a l t u a t i o n ta jaotad 

by tha workere* 

CWCH ( c i v i l anginaaring contractor , Saldanha 

8ay ) i fo l lowing tha d l e a i e e o l of a lght 

vorkara at tha a l t a a t Saldanha Say a t tha 

baginning of fobruery , f i r a t 200 and u l t i -

ae te ly 500 workara deaanding t h a i r r e i n e t e t a -

acnt war* buaad to Capa Town to ba aant back 

to tha Tranake l . 

flanegeaent aqraad to r a i n a t a t a eeven of 

tha workara, but t h i a waa ra jaotad by t h a i r 

f a l l o w workara who deaended that a l l ba takan 

baok. 

Tha f i r a t workar f i r e d waa aaid to hava 

thraatanad a foreaen, an aocuaatlon daniad 

by tha workara* Tha othar eeven wara tha 

f i r a t to daaand h ia reinstatement* 

Tha efeetem Provlnoa Ganaral Workara* 

Union (WPCWU) took up tha workara* oaaa in 

Capa Town whara thay apant tha f i r a t n i g h t . 

Thay wara than takan to CfCn'a Cpping a l t a on 

tfedneedoy ( 8 0 . 0 2 . 0 6 ) whara aanagaaant al lowed 

tha a l a c t i o n of a workara1 c o a a i t t e e , ona of 

tha workara* aa r ly da-tanda. Tha diaalaaad 

workar waa ona of thoaa a l a c t a d . 

Non-reeolut ion of tha iaaua lad to 280 

baing raturnad to tha Tranaka l . Tha efPCUU 

ralaaaad a eteteaent aaying that aanagaaant'a 

a t t l t u d a in 'aacor t ing tha workara to tha 

a t a t i o n "wi th r i o t po l ice and doge" could 

"only ba aaan aa an a t taapt t o i n t l a i d a t a tha 

workara i n tha a 0 a t hlgh-handad aannar"* 

(RDfl. 8 0 . 0 2 . 0 7 ) . 

K l lbar Autoaotiva Prodi;cte (Booyaana Reeerve)i 

2? workara walked out on tha 6th of February 

a f t a r protaat ing t h a t t h a i r 'monthly 

bonuaaa' had not baan p a i d . Hanegcaont aaid 

that bonuaaa wara paid I f a t a r g e t f i g u r e waa 

reached and t h a t i t waa not au toaa t lc . 

A d i r e c t o r * H Barman, d i d , however* ada l t that 

the bonue hod bean paid one aonth when the 

t e r g e t had not baan reached. 

Nineteen of tha 27 workers returned to 

work aa 'new workere* e f t e r deadlock wi th 

the aenegeaent. 
§ 

• 

Holiday jnn (Jen 5aute A i r p o r t ) : Seven 

voaan were aocuead of a tea l ing aonay f roa 

cuatoaera (H3G * h20) . Thay wara to ld oy 

aanagaaent thet they had to contr ibute ft25 

each for t h i e t h e f t . They were t o l d fu r tha r 

t h a t i f thay had not paid up by a c e r t a i n eat 

t l a a thay would neve R50,00 (each) deducted 

f roa t h a i r pay. They f e l t h u a l l l e t e d by 

t h i e accueetion end i aaed le te ly went on a t r l k a 

u n t i l *tha a a t t g r wae reeolvedp and t h a i r 

neaaa c leared* (Poet , 8 0 . 0 2 . 1 4 ) . 

George Ryan, aaneger of tha branch, i n s t r u c t -

ad the woaen to return to wort w i t h i n f i v e 

n lnu tea . Uhan they d id n o t , they were d i e -

aleeedp and t o l d to re turn to c o l l e c t t h a i r 

pay the fo l lowing Tueeday. Hana Ender le , 

operetione d i r e c t o r of Holldey Inne f aa id 
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that 'every ho te l employee's foremost duty 

l a to serve gucete end I f the employee! were 

unhappy they could heve contected t h e i r 

depar tments Xieieon committee r e p r e e e n t e t i v e ' . 

Ryan would not deny or ocknowlo0g.fi the pey 

back c l a i m . 

Re l iab le Production Company ( S t e e l d a l e ) t 

Six n igh t e h l f t workera (eeven, Poet , 60*02 . 

11) claimed to have been on time at a c o l l e c t ­

ion point to be taken to the factory on the 

night of 8 0 . 0 2 . 1 2 . They asked the whita 

d r i v e r of the truck to wai t u n t i l the woret 

of the storm of t h a t night abated* as they 

had to t r e v e l i n the opsn t ruck . 

I n two reoorte of the mvents on 8 0 . 0 2 . 

14 (ROB a Post) i t i s clelmsd that the d r ive r 

refuead to wa i t , d r iv ing o f f without them. 

Uhen they t r i e d to f i n d out what had happened 

the next day they wars dismissad for "not 

turning up f o r work* and f o r 'product ion l o o s ' . 

I n a l a t e r raport (Poe t , 8 0 . 0 2 . 1 6 ) CA Simon, 

managing d i rector of the company, l a quoted 

ea eaylng that the 'n igh t a h i f t foroman 

waited 20 minutse l a t e r than usual t o allow 

the ra in a t o m to abate* h> then had to lsava 

to e t a r t the night s h i f t ' . The aaven were 

rsplaced by men who wars fetched from the 

labour bursau the fo l lowing morning* sources 

wi th in the company t o l d Post. The workers 

hed baen wi th the company f o r betwaan 3 

weeks snd B montho* 

South Afr ican west Supply (Caetgste , 3ohennee-

burg) t Ten women l o a t t h e i r Joba a t the 

butchery owneo by SAns and Deruy-Lowie. 

n a t i o n a l i s t Party HPC f o r Cdenvale, on 

80.01.2S (ROM, 8 0 . 0 1 . 2 9 ) . According t o the 

women, they wars approached l a t a on the 

Friday af ternoon. Just before they worm to 

Isave for home, end Ins t ruc ted to wssh a 

machine. They quariad t h i e , noting that a 

ffl*n waa already buay claaning i t ; t h a t i t was 

not par t of t h e i r Job; end that ten or them 

could not wash i t anyway* 

They wars f i r e d by the daughtar or 

Derby-lewis f o r 'disobeying an i n a t r u c t i o n * . 

According to Derby-Lewis on the other 

hand* the woman rsfuead to olaan a aink they 

had been i n e t r u c t e d t o , eaying i t was a Job 

for men* They then walked of f the Job, 

having bean to ld by the meneger t h e t i f they 

d id not re turn to work by the next morning 

they would ba esan ee hoving rae igned. He 

amid that he had then informed the pol ice of 

the inc ident ' i n caea thera i a any t r o u b l s 1 . 

F y u l t Growers' Cooparetlve (Cerss) t 750 

wtrkere went on a t r i k e a f t e r * cn l leaoue, 

Kleea Hsrkue hed been eskad to r e t l r a from 

the amploy of the FGC, and hie wagea d i s ­

continued (Ron, 8 0 . 0 2 * 1 9 ) . Th# workers saw 

ths threatened dlamleeal aa revenge because 

he waa a delegate at wage negot ist iona 

recent ly held wi th the company'a management. 

They rerusad to ra turn to work unices 

they wmro given rsaesurancee t h e t Rerkua 

would remain employed. By 80 .02 .21 (ROM), 

a d d i t i o n a l workera ( labour r a c r u i t e ) had baan 

h i r a d to replace the e t r i k i n g workere* 6y 

80*02*26 (fiOn), one of the e t r i k i n g workera 

had bean t o l d he would be avlcted from h i * 

compBny-owned houes unless he returned to 

work. After two weeke 700 workers hed 

decided to re turn (ROH, 8 0 . 0 2 * 2 9 ) . A rapte -

santat lva of the Food and Canning Workers' 

Union said that aasursnces had besn given that 

Klase Kerkue would be r e i n s t e t e d . I t i e not 

known what heppaned to the remaining 50 

workers. 

Afr ican Gate and fence (Clondsfonte in) t 

21 workers were f i r e d a f t e r a wage disputs 

(Post , 8 0 . 0 4 . 0 2 | ROW, 8 0 . 0 4 . 0 2 ) . The 

previous weak 45 workera hed sent repreeent-

a t ion to management, aaking for pay lncraaaaa. 

flenegement had rap l ied that they would get e 

r i sa at varloue tlmee during the yaar . That 

Fr iday , 24 of the 45 ware given incraasms, 

wi th no explanat ion given to the remaining 2 1 . 

They queried t h i a , but warm a t m given no 

explanat ion. (La te r the peraonnal meneger, 

0T n o r r i a o n , t o l d Poet that i t waa a meri t 

payment end the 21 d id not deaerve a meri t 

r i s e ) , rteenwhllc, the 21 ware selected out 

by foramen a f t a r being addraaeed by an 

o f r i c i * ! from the Oen*rtm*nt **r i^^nnotfer 

U t i l i z a t i o n * They wara diemiesed from t h e i r 

Joba. norr iaon aaid th ia waa beceuaa they 

hed refused tn work aga in . According to the 

workere, however, they d id not refusa to 

work at any atage. 

xlaanem Brushworko (Uowlmnde, jokannaaburg)t 

The reporte from workera at this factory 

have e l l bean denied by management in the 

paraon of Laurence 'Oeva* Q e r t i t . 

A raport on the conditione at th ia f i r m 

appserad a f t e r 29 workera had been diemieead 

for eeking for a r ise in pay 'en bloc 

inatead of one e t a t i m e ' (saya S a r r i t ) and 

f o r apanding too much time in the t o i l e t e . 

He wae alao reported to have threatened 

workera wi th '6 000 blacks in Oohenneeburg 

http://ocknowlo0g.fi
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slant (WHO) were unemployed end would f i l l 

posi t ione of i-ny workere ' . 

The uorknrs claimed that the owner 

dragged workers out of the t o i l e t s ; tora up 

• doctor 'e c e r t i f i c a t e brought by oris of the 

workere* and paid them wagee of R15.00 and 

ft19,00 Tor femelee and melee reepeet ive ly . 

Coca-Cola Veal Bot t lora (Treneveel ) t Early 

i n March about 100 workere employed in the 

eelee deportment of th is company rafuaad to 

work a f t a r deduction* ( f o r not c lock ing out 

one night they had worked l a t e ) had been mode 

from t h e i r pay. They eleo demanded that the 

amount paid f o r eebh ceee handled ( t o the van 

helpers) be h e l f « cent ineteed of quarter 

of a cent (74 of the s t r i k e r e were van 

h e l p e r s ) ! that t h * y be given bonueea f o r the 

end of 1979f end they complained about 

eeeeul ta and that management oom«timee tekee 

up to 6 monthe t o reg is ter workers, 

Thie i a the only report of t h i s s t r i k e 

t h a t nee cone t o our n o t i c e . The outcome 

i t not known. 

' U t r t t o x (3ohanneeburg)t Clgltt women were 

dtemissed by t h i e company for euppoeodly 

being abeent without leave f o r two days. 

The women aay thet they hod been 

ihet ruetod t o atey e t home for thet per iod 

because of a slack in production* The women 

had been employed for between 5 end 22 yeere 

end were earning between R17.00 end R22 

per week, and said that they hed even hod 

t o work et unloaqing ra i lwey trucks* 

Florence Game, who wee in ju red whi le doing 

t h i e type of wort , eeid that ehe had never 

been pe id out for the medicel co&ta under 

the Workmen'a Compeneetion Act. 

The manager had e a r l i e r f i r e d e women 

and eeid thet he had mietaken t h e i r ebaence 

f o r a eympathy e t r i k e wi th the dlemieaed 

worker (Poe t , 6 0 . 0 3 , 0 4 ) . 

Afr ican Shipping ( N a t a l ) Ltd (Ourban)i 

During a pay dispute HJ van Vuurenv atoree 

manager at t h i e company, Cal led workere 

'baboone* *nd 'donkeys' . Ha eubeequently 

had t o epologiee p u b l i c l y to the workere 

e f t e r the South Afr ican A l l i e d Workere 

Union threatened him with court act ion 

(Metal Hereury* January, 1980) . 

CImer.,Underwear Company ( fordeburg, Johennee-

burg) i On f r i d e y , 22nd February, 200 woman 

employed by Elmer went on e t r i k e i n proteat 

at en order by management thet they no longer 

enter the fectory wi th t h e i r bege* Thet 

dey would heve been the f l r e t on which they 

hed to leave t h e i r bege with the eecur i ty 

guerd e t the g e t e . 

The report e te tee that the a l t u a t i o n 

wee resolved by Sorah Ch i t j e of the Garment 

Workers Union. I t i a not at a l l c leer ho* 

t h i e wee done* but soma reference wee mede 

to the 'agreement' between the union and 

management (Poet, 8 0 . 0 2 . 2 S ) . 

PUTCP (UynoerQi Johanneeburg)i Eleven 

punch operators want on e t r i k e Juet before 

knock of f time on Friday* 22 February* 

were et work b r i e f l y on flondey end then t t o p -

ped work again and l e f t the depot. 

They were eaklng for wege increeseS to 

match that paid to other punch operators 

at other f i r m s , of about 8350.00 per month 

( t h i s i a on computers). The workere et 

PUTC0 eeid thet they earned leee then R40.00 

per week and hed been wi th the f i rm for between 

2 end 12 yeare . The workera wented e Rao,00 

e week increeee. 

On Tueedey ( 2 6 t h ) the workere were f i r e d 

'becauee they l i k e d rushing to newepepere*. 

Operating executive et the depot, CT Ba i l ey , 

aaid that the men h*<j f i r e d themeelvee by 

welking of f the Job while negot iet ione were 

in progreoo* I t was eeid t h e t the men hed 

been replaced (Poet f SO.02*27) . 

Post newspaper (3oh*nneeburg)i A b r i e f 

end c ryp t ic report Appeared on e t e f f 

d i e e e t i e f a c t i o n on the newepeper with c e l l s 

for the re-inetetem«nt of two colloeguoe who 

hed recent ly reeigned* and the diemieeel of 

a repor ter . 

Sun c i t y (BophutheTewene)i Cleening a t a f f 

et t h i e luxury playground of the r i c h , e i tue ted 

i n the poverty s t r icken BophutheTewene 

bmntueten. went on e t r i k e jue t before the 

t e e t e r long weekend when the hotel wee 

expecting to be thronged wi th v i e l t o r e * 

I t i a bel ieved that they demanded thet 

t h e i r wagee that etpod in the region of 

(180,00 per month, be Increased to M 1 0 . 0 0 

per month, 

management ecceded to the reqgeat i f the 

e t e f f returned immediately to t h e i r teeke of 

cleaning the roome* Thie they d i d , 

fo rd motor Cowpeny (Port E l i z a b e t h ) ) Even 

the engliflh-language commercial prees Joined 

in the chorua of condemnation of the benning 

orders served on the three c i v i c end f o r d 
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EDITORIAL 
WHAT s o r t s of issues s r e of d i r e c t concern 

t o the work ing c l e e e i n South A f r i c a ? This 

q u s s t i o n hss ones aore bssn r s i s e d i n the 

co luans of Work I n P r o q r e s a i d i r e c t l y i n 

t h e s r t i c l e on r e n t e , snd i m p l i c i t l y In 

the a e t e r i a l p r s s s n t s d on consuasr 

b o y c o t t s end t h e A l s x s n d r s t o w n s h i p . 

One approach argues t h a t any i e e u s 

v h i c h i s n o t r e l a t e d t o the ' p o i n t of 

p r o d u c t i o n * i e ' p o l i t i c a l ' , snd t h s r s f o r s 

i s of no concsrn to w o r k e r s ' o r g s n i s s t i o n s 

( t r a d e u n i o n e ) . ' P o i n t o f p r o d u c t i o n ' 

r e f e r s t o ths f s c t o r y , snd ' p o i n t of 

p r o d u c t i o n l s s u s s * appear t o r e f e r to 

the c o n t r a c t u a l r e l a t i o n a h i p between 

workers and e a p l o y e r s (wegee , houre o f 

e o r k , bonuses, l e s v s ) snd e o r k l n g 

c o n d i t i o n s ( c l o t h i n g , e e f e t y , n o i s s , s t c ) * 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h i s a r g u m e n t , ' p o l l t i c s l * 

concsrns should r s a s l n o u t s i d s of tha 

ambi t of t r a d e u n i o n e ; t h e y s h o u l d bs 

t s k e n up by p o l i t i c s l o r g s n i s e t i o n e w h i c h , 

i n t u r n , shou ld not i n v o l v s thsmsslvss i n 

p o i n t of p r o d u c t i o n ( f s c t o r y ) i s s u e s . 

Whi le t h e need f o r a p e c i f i c s l l y 

w o r k e r s ' o r g s n i s s t i o n s i s acknowledged, 

and w h i l e the l e g a l c o n e t r a i n t a on t r a d e 

unionism w i t h i n South A f r i c s e r a the re 

f o r e l l to e e e , the maintenance o f the 

s e p a r a t i o n t h a t s x i s t s between ' p o i n t 

of p r o d u c t i o n ' snd 'communi ty ' or 



uork t r leaders (ThozamU* 3othe t Phelo 

Tshume, Hono Badala and Dan Qeqe). For a 

f u l l e r report on the a t r i k a and tha evente 

that lad up to tha banninga* aaa tflP 1 1 . 

But then. I n t y p i c a l fash ion , tha a t a r t 

of a l iquor boycott ca l led by PCBCO demanding 

t h e r a l e ^ n e of PCBCO l e a d e r s * end in aupoor t 

of othar PEBCO demande, wae raportad on In 

tha Transvaal newepapere, but than no 

f u t t h a r newe appeared {aaa ROnt 80«03«0« 

and S t a r , 00 *03 ,03 ) * 

Thoiamile Botha haa alraady haard that 

h ia app l ica t ion for a re laxa t ion I n tha terme 

of h ia banning ordar t h a t , for exempie* fo rb id 

h ia to enter any f a c t o r y , haa baan refused* 

Ha and h ia fami ly are f i n d i n g themselves in 

tha aa*a poa i t ion aa ao many othar bannad 

people of having to l i v e o f f char i ty and 

cont r ibut ions by r e l a t i v e s . 

Hia w i f e , Fezeka, aaid that thay were 

s a i l i n g f r u i t outaida a ahop to earn something. 

Ulohtwetchmen (T ransvae l ) i FOSATUf tha Lagal 

fteeourcee Lentre and tha Jncuet r ia l A i t Society 

i n tha Transvaal ara aaid to bo taking up tha 

p l i g h t of nightuetchmen i n tha Tranevael i n 

preparat ion for a wage Board determinat ion 

cur ren t ly probing tha condit iona of t h i s 

employment group. 

Tha praaant minimum uaga f o r th ia 

group l a aaid to be R103*00 par month for a 

maximum of 94 ( 1 ) hours per weak (even tha 

Uaga Board determinat ion for unak i l l ad workere 

a t i p u l a t e e a 46 hour week f o r tha aame 

minimum wsge (RDM, tiQ.04,14). 

Tha M n i e t e r of Henpower aaid in Parl iament 

that during 1979 there were 54 a t r i k a a 

i n v j * .l.i'i 1ft UV'J u .; 

(RDHt 80 .02 .25 ) 

CONSUMER 
BOYCOTTS: an 
e v a l u a t i o n 

The F m t t i a and Honis i a a u e had 
made b lack people r e a l i s e t h e i r 
economic p o w e r . . . I ' m eure i t i e 
a weapon which w i l l be e x t e n s i v ­
e l y used in the f u t u r e . 

Mr Haaaan Hova,$4C0S 
P r e e i o a n t . 

THE recent a a t l a f a c t o r y c o n c l u s i o n of the 

F e t t l e & Honia d i e p u t e haa g i v e n r i a e t d a 

c e r t a i n amount of d i e c u a a i o n on the 

e f f e c t i v i t y and v a l i d i t y o f t h e uea of tha 

consumer b o y c o t t a . Thia a r t i c l e w i l l look 

a t t h a two most e u c c e e f u l b o y c o t t e i n 

South A f r i c a n h i s t o r y - the p o t a t o b o y c o t t 

o f 1959 and the F e t t l e and Honia b o y c o t t 

o f 1 9 7 9 . 

Consumer b o y c o t t e cannot be regarded 

aa a e u b e t i t u t e f o r e f f e c t i v e worker organ 

i e a t i o n . a t grase r o o t e l e v e l . I n the caee 

of tha p o t a t o b o y c o t t t h e r e wee no u n i o n ­

i s a t i o n of the workera i n v o l v e d . I n the 

F e t t i a & Honia (F & H) caee t h e Food and 
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Canning Workers1 Union (FCUU) had been 

work ing hard t o e e t a b l i a h n o n - r a c i a l 

worker o r g a n i e e t i o n i n t h e B e l l u i l l e 

plant* 
What i e a i g n i f i c a n t i a the e t r u c t u r * 

a l l y weak p o a i t i o n of the workere i n v o l v e d 

i n both d i e p u t e e . I n the F & H caee t h e 

m a j o r i t y o f v o r k e r a who went on a t r i k e 

were c o n t r a c t workere who by t h e i r 

a c t i o n i n e f f e c t broke t h e i r c o n t r a c t o f 

employment . Thie made them v u l n e r a b l e to 

r e t a l i a t i o n b o t h from the e t a t e and from 

the management of f & M. 

The p o a i t i o n of the B e t h e l p o t a t o 

workere wee much weaker. Some were 

c o n t r a c t workere» eome were f o r e i g n e r s 

l i v i n g i l l e g a l l y i n South A f r i c a , some 

were m i n e r s . The m a j o r i t y were s o - c a l l e d 
( v o l u n t e e r e ' who had been e r r e e t e d f o r 

paea o f f e n c e e and had been o f f e r e d a 

cho ice between p r o e e c u t i o n end ferm 

labour • 

The importance of t h i e s t r u c t u r a l 

weakness o f a a e c t i o n of the work ing 

c l a e e i a t h a t i t l a c k a b a r g a i n i n g power a t 

the p o i n t of p r o d u c t i o n . Ferm workere have 

alwaya been the weakest , most e x p l o i t e d 

s e c t i o n of the l ebour f o r c e i n South 

A f r i c a , The o n l y a t t e m p t t o u n i o n i e e them 

by the ICU d u r i n g the 2 0 ' a f a i l e d . I t aeema 

t h a t i f workere are in a s t r u c t u r a l l y weak 

p o a i t i o n a t the p o i n t o f p r o d u c t i o n then , 

they need 9 c e r t a i n euppor t o u t s i d e of the 

p o i n t of p r o d u c t i o n i f they e r e going t o 

ach ieve an improvement of t h e i r p o e i t i o n . 

Thie a r t i c l e w i l l examine t h e r o l e which a 

coneumer b o y c o t t can p l a y in p r o v i d i n g 

t h i a euppor t and euggeet the e t r e n g t h a and 
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weaknesaee of t h i s t a c t i c . 

Lqt ua b a g i n w i t h a d i s c u s a i o n o f t h e 

p o t a t o b o y c o t t . A t the ANC conference of 

Hi y 1959 Rober t Reehe c a l l e d f o r a b o y c o t t 

of p o t a t o e s as p r o t e s t a g a i n s t the 

t r e a t m e n t of f a r e l a b o u r e r s I n p o t a t o 

farma i n B e t h e l i n tha E a s t e r n T r a n s v a a l . 

A s e r i e e o f a r t i c l e s i n New Age and 

Orun magazine aa v e i l aa e e v e r e l hebaas 

corpue p e t i t i o n e f i l e d i n the T r a n s v a a l 

Supreme C o u r t expoeed a system o f f o r c e d 

lsbour i n the E a s t e r n T r a n e v a a l , 

From ev idence l e d I n c o u r t i t beceme 

c l e a r t h a t i n the l a t e 1940*4 a acheme had 

been d e v i e e d b e t v e e n the N a t i v e A f f a i r s Dep­

a r t m e n t , t h e S e c r e t a r y f o r J u s t i c e end the 

Coamiaa ioner of P o l i c e . T h i a echeme wae 

never o f f i c i a l l y g a z e t t e d . P e t t y o f f e n d e r a 

a r r e s t e d under t h e psss l a v a ware g i v e n 

tha ' c h o i c e * between p r o e e c u t i o n end 6 - 1 2 

montha on a w h i t s f a r m . A l l e g a t i o n s were 

made t h a t i n f a c t men a r r e s t e d i n t h i s way 

very o f t e n d i d not know t h a t they had a 

cho ice i n the m a t t e r . Those t h a t d i d , 

o f t e n d i d n o t know t h a t the maximum f i n e 

f o r theae o f f e n c e s wse o n l y £ 1 or £ 2 . 

A g e n e r s l c i r c u l a r i ssusd i n 1954 

( N o . 23 ) e x p l e i n e d i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l hov 

the system workedt 

"The Department of J u e t i c e and 
tha South A f r i c a n P o l i c e and 
t h i a depar tment (Bantu A d m i n i s t ­
r a t i o n and D e v t ) . . . . h e l d c o n e u l t -
s t i o n e on t h e problem ( o f the 
number of A f r i c a n s b e i n g 
a r r e s t e d f o r t e c h n i c s l o f f e n c e s ) 
and have e v o l v e d a schems the 
o b j e c t of which i e to inuuce 
unemployed n a t i v e e now roaming 
about t h a a t r e e t e I n v a r i o u a 
urban s r e a a to accept employ­
ment o u t s i d e much urban sreaa- 1 * 

I n a t e a d of f e e i n g immediate p r o s e c u t i o n t h i 

c i r c u l a r s e a t e d t h a t 

" N a t i v e e a r r e a t e d between 2pm 
on Sunday* and 2pm on F r i d a y s 
are not charged i m m e d i s t e l y 
s f t e r a r r e e t , b u t mere ly 
d e t a i n e d by P o l i c e * * * 

" N a t i v e e ao d e t a i n e d a r e 
removed under e a c o r t t o t h e 
d i a t r i c t l abour bureeu and 
handed over t o the employ­
ment o f f i c e r . . . . T h e N a t i v e s 
must be o f f e r e d such employ­
ment as i e a v a i l a b l e i n n o n -
p r e s c r i b e d ( r u r e l ) a r e e e . 
P r i o r i t y ehou ld be g iven t o 
farm lsbour i n t h i s 
connect ion . * * 

I n Johannesburg i n 1958 ,2337 people were 

p ieced i n 'employment* on f s r m s . D u r i n g 

ths f i r s t th ree montha of 1 9 5 9 , 1025 men 

out of 41B0 brought t o the l ebour bureau 

a c c e p t e d such employment* 

Thle system was p a r t of a wider 

eyatem of l a b o u r a l l o c a t i o n which began 

t o be implemented i n t h e 1 9 5 0 ' e . I t a 

i m p l i c a t i o n a f o r weakening the working 

c l e e s are well-summed up i n ths f o l l o w i n g 

q u o t s i 

"Undoubtedly the psss i s used by 
the e u t h o r i t i e e t o c o n t r o l the 
movemente of A f r i c a n a i n tha 
u rban areas i n order to p r e v e n t 
the e t a b i l i e e t i o n o f any community 
and i n order t o herneas t r a d e 
u n i o n i s t s snd congrees l e a d e r s . 
But the main f u n c t i o n o f the paae 
remelne t h e d i r e c t i o n of l a b o u r . 
Th is i s borne out by the raah of 
new r e g u l a t i o n a r e c e n t l y ^ c r e a t i n g 
l sbour d i r e c t i o n o f f i c e e and by 
i n c r e a a i n g the number of e r r e e l s 
under the pass l a w e , t h u e g i v i n g 
ths government the power to eend 
men t o l sbour wherever they ' eee 
f i t ' C " 

The e s p e c i s l l y wsek p o s i t i o n of farm 

w o r k e r s , both c o n t r a c t workera and 

v o l u n t e e r s , i e emphaaised h e r e t 

" C o n t r a c t ! s igned a t t h e 
bureaux a r e un ique i n l e g a l 
procedure f o r not only does 
t h e A f r i c a n s i g n i t under 
d u r e o e , b u t he msy not breek 
i t even i f the c o n d l t l o n e 
s r e f u l f i l l e d . On the o t h e r 
h a n d ' i n terma of the N a t i v e 
Labour R e g u l a t i o n A c t * i t i a 
an o f f e n c e f o r an A f r i c a n t o 
' n e g l e c t t o per form any work 
or r e f u e e t o obey any l a w f u l 
command or uaa l n a u l t i n g 
language t o h i s employer '^ 
the moet he can do i e r e p o r t 
the fs rmer t o the n e e r e e t 
p o l i c e s t a t i o n or N a t i v e 
A f f e i r e depar tment o f f i c i a l . 
How much sympathy he would 
r e c e i v e from e i t h e r of theae 
q u a r t e r e depends on the 
i n d i v i d u a l concerned , but 
where t h e r e i a eo much 
h a t r e d between b lack and 
wh i te end where the fa rmer 
i a p robab ly on a o c i e l terma 
wi th t h e o f f i c i a l , moet 
A f r i c a n s would r a t h e r not 
t s k e t h l e course.** 

Thsss ere t h e s t r u c t u r a l c o n d l t i o n a under 

which A f r i c e n workers i n the B e t h e l 

d i s t r i c t were s e l l i n g t h e i r l ebour power . 

T h i e e t r u c t u r s l weakness l e d t o sbuses 

w i t h i n an a l r e a d y h i g h l y o p p r e s s i v e snd 

s x p l o i t a t i v e s i t u a t i o n : the eyatem of 

' v o l u n t e e r * l abour wee o n l y one f and 

p o a a i b l y t h e moet ex t reme form »of t h e 

h i g h l y e x p l o i t a t i v e ferm labour system 

which was expoeed i n t h e E a e t e r n T r a n s ­

v a a l i 

"Evidence wee l e d to ehow 
t h a t f o r e i g n A f r i c a n s whoae 
documenta were a l l e g e d t o be 
out o f order were not 
a l l o w e d t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r 
count ry of o r i g i n , e v e n when 
they were w i l l i n g and had 
the means t o do s o . C h i l d r e n 



under 1 6 * t h e age a t which 
r e f e r e n c e books must be 
c a r r i e d , D a d been a r r e s t e d 
end s e n t t o f a r m s , v i t h no 
a t t e m p t msde t o in form 
t h e i r f a m i l i e s . Thsse 
minors had been f o r c e d to 
e n t e r i n t o c o n t r a c t s t o 
serve v i t h f a r m e r s t d e s p i t e 
t h e f s c t t h a t they v e r a too young to 

e n t e r u n a s s i s t e d i n t o any c o n t r a c t . 

The e v i d e n c e t o suppor t c l a i m s o f f o r c e d 

l abour by the v i c t i m s o f the ' v o l u n t e e r 1 

scheme i s p l e n t i f u l . Some a l l e g e d t h a t i 
People had been a r r e s t e d i n t h e i r home 
homes» and not i n the s t r e e t s ; t h a t 
t h e i r r e l a t i v e s had been t o l d u n t r u t h s 
o r r s f u s s d i n f o r m a t i o n , vhen e n q u i r ­
i n g e t p o l i c e s t a t i o n s or l abour 
b u r e a u x * 

I t was a l l e g e d t h a t i n many cases 
a r r e s t e d men d i d n o t knov and were 
n o t e t any t ime t o l d by the p o l i c e o r 
employment o f f i c e r s t h a t they had a 
cho ice between farm labour and 
appearance i n c o u r t . 

Once on t h e ferma t h e t r e a t m e n t of 

workers worsened . Sworn a f f i d a v i t a end 

e v i d e n c e i n c o u r t t o l d of guerded t r a n s ­

p o r t t o take a r r e s t e d e f r i c a n s from labour 

b u r e a u t o f a r * * * of theee l a b o u r e r s b e i n g 

locked up a t n i g h t and a t weekends, of 

t h e i r w o r k i n g under g u a r d , o f I n a d e q u a t e 

food and med ica l a t t e n t i o n , i n a d e q u a t e 

h o u s i n g and s a n i t a t i o n , and of s s s s u l t s . 

Jackson Mtembu c la imed i n h i e e f f i -

d e v i t - ' I say t h a t a s s a u l t s v e r e t h e 

most u s u a l t h i n g s and were commit ted by 

the bossboy end the foreman r e g u l a r l y 

and the re was never one day which passed 

when sn a a s a U l t was not commit ted on 

someone* 1 ?m sure t h a t many of the labou 

era s t i l l c a r r y the scars of t h e wounds 

r e c e i v e d ss a r s s u l t of these a s s a u l t s . 1 

An example of the d i f f i c u l t y 
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exper ienced by these people i n o r g a n i s i n g 

c o l l e c t i v e l y to improve t h e i r c o n d i t i o n s 

can be seen i n the f o l l o w i n g eccount : 

A s e r i o u s case of i l l - t r e a t m e n t o ' 
a l l e g e d p e t t y o f f e n d e r s was r e p o r t s d 
i n t h e p ress d u r i n g August and 
September 1 9 5 8 . 32 A f r i c a n s had 
been a e n t f rom the l abour bureau 
t o the farm of C IS Botha i n the 
H e i d e l b e r g a r e a , and f o l l o w i n g a l l e g e d 
t h r a s h i n g s , they dec ided to l e a v e and 
r e p o r t beck to the a u t h o r i t i e s . As 
they walked s l o n g the road a van o v e r ­
took them, w a r n i n g ahota were f i r e d , 
and they were rounded up and taken 
back to the farm where they were 
c r u e l l y b e a t e n . Botha u s l a t e r found 
g u i l t y of s s s s u l t w i t h i n t e n t to do 
gr ievous b o d i l y hsrm, and wss s e n t e n c e 4 
to 4 1 / 2 y e a r s impr isonment end 7 
s t r o k e e w i t h s cane* 2 of h i s Whites 
end 7 of h i s A f r i c a n s t a f f r e c e l v s d 
l e a s e r s e n t e n c e s f o r p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 
the a a a a u l t s . 

These c o n d i t i o n s e x p l a i n wVy o r g a n i a a -

t i o n of these workers s t t h e s i t s of p r o ­

d u c t i o n wss not p o s s i b l e . I h e y i n d i c a t e 

e s i t u e t i o n where s c t i o n beyond the w o r k -

p i e c e , i n the community, becomes n e c e s s a r y . 

One response to t h i s s i t u a t i o n wet 

to argue t h a t b o y c o t t o f p roducts was the 

o n l y reeponse p o s s i b l e t o an opprsssed 

people in such a s i t u a t i o n . 

The ANC and the Congress A l l i s n c s 

both took up t h e c a l l f o r a p o t a t o b o y c o t t 

and o r g a n i a e d i t s p u b l i c i t y through l o c s l 

b ranches . They o r g a n i s e d demonet rs t ions 

of men w e a r i n g p o t a t o sacks and c a r r y i n g 

p l a c a r d s w i t h s l o g a n s . 

The b o y c o t t soon s t t r a c t e d w idespread 

suppor t from a f r i c a n consumers i n Johannes­

burg end on t h e R e e f . However , i t wss s 

n a t i o n w i d e b o y c o t t . One woman who l i v e d 

in N s t s l a t the t ime r e c o u n t e d ! 

One day when I was s t i l l s s m a l l 
c h i l d 1 waa t r a v e l l i n g on e bus 
whsn s man c a r r y i n g a sack of po ta toes 
c l imbed onto the b u s . One of the 
women on the bus vent to him and 
s a i d t 'How can you buy pota toes? 
Don* t you knov po ta toes a r e made w i t h 
the f l e e h o f our people?* She then 
took the sack from him and ahe and 
t h e o t h e r passengers threw the p o t a t -
oes out of t h e windows of the b u s . 

D e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t po ta toes were 

one of the s t a p l e foods of a f r i c a n a i n 

the T r a n a w a a l , the b o y c o t t became a 

g r e a t s u c c e s s . Another person descr ibed 

how a t the Bree S t r e e t marke t the p o t a t o 

h a l l s began f i l l i n g u p , 'and sacka of 

p o t a t o e s remsined the re go ing r o t t e n , day 

a f t e r d a y 1 • 

I n 1959 t h e Po ta to C o n t r o l Board 

bought IS 606 288 lbs o f s u r p l u s potstoes 

from the markete of Johanneaburg and 

P r e t o r i a and 154 612 l b s f r o * the p roducers , 

s t s t o t s l c o s t of £116 046 ( i n 1958 the 

P o t s t o Bosrd bought up 100 050 lbs o f 

s u r p l u s p o t a t o e s f o r £ 4 9 8 ) . A q u o t a t i o n 

from the r e p o r t of the P o U t o Board f u r t h e r 

emphasises t h i s p o i n t i 

"Owing to ths sccumuls t ion of l s r g e 
q u s n t i t l e s of p o t a t o * * on the Johan­
n e s b u r g , P o r t E l i z a b e t h and Cape 
Town markete the B o a r d , w i t h m i n i s -
t e r i a l a p p r o v a l , i n a u g u r a t e d the 
f o l l o w i n g a p e c i a l schemes f o r t h e 
purpoae of r e l i e v i n g the market 
p o s i t i o n 
a ) Stock Teed The Board purchased 
5 024 737 l b snd s o l d 3 650 550 l b 
as s t o c k f e e d * * * 
b) d e h y d r a t i o n A c o n t r a c t was c o n ­
c luded w i t h s d e h y d r a t i o n f a c t o r y 
f o r the aupply of p o t s t o e s . " 

Not only were po ta toes b o y c o t t e d a t t h e 

market b u t A f r i c a n workers r e f u e e d to buy 

chipa f o r lunch and o r d e r e d f i s h snd b r e a d . 
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The b o y c o t t l a s t e d f o r about two 

months. I t #as e u c c e a f u l t o the e x t e n t 

t h a t people s topped b u y i n g po ta toes and 

the government was f o r c e d t o r e a c t . I n 

l a t e June the M i n i s t e r suspsnded the 

' v o l u n t e e r scheme1 and e s t a b l i s h e d a 

commission of e n q u i r y . However the 

government r e f u s e d t o a p p o i n t e j u d i c i a l 

commission of e n q u i r y i n t o the v o l u n t e e r 

scheme. I n s t e a d i t a p p o l n t s d 2 s s p a r a t e 

g roups . The f i r s t vss a d e p a r t m e n t a l 

commiaaion c o n s i s t i n g s n t i r e l y of 

o f f i c i s l s o f the Oept of Bsntu A d m i n i ­

s t r a t i o n and Development under Hr B J 

S m l t h e r s , P r i n c i p a l Bantu A f f a i r s 

Commissionsr, Johannesburg. 

The o t h e r committee wae known as 

the Committee o f I n q u i r y i n t o Farm 

L a b o u r . I t s terms o f r e f e r e n c e v e r s 

t o i n v e s t i g a t e a l l the methods o f 

r e c r u i t m e n t of farm l a b o u r i n c l u d i n g 

the ' v o l u n t e e r scheme* ; to i n v e s t i g a t e 

a l l i r r e g u l a r i t i e s snd m a l p r a c t i c e s and 

t o suggest re forms and m o d i f i c a t i o n s . 

The members of the committee i n ­

c luded nominees of the 5 . A . A g r i c u l t u r e l 

Union , the C h i e f Bantu Commissioner , 

a deputy d i r e c t o r of Bantu A g r i c u l t u r e 

and a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the p o l i c e . 

Commenting on the Commission of 

Enqui ry the B lack Sash s s i d 

" I t i s r e g r s t a b l e t h a t r e q u e s t s f o r 
a j u d i c i a l Commission of E n q u i r y 
v e r s n o t acceeded t o , f o r w i t h o u t 
p r e j u d g i n g the r e p o r t theee 
gent lemen w i l l make to the M i n i s t e r , 
i t i s d i f f i c u l t to eee how a committee 
made up o f o f f i c i a l s of the p o l i c e , 
the N a t i v e A f f a i r s Depar tment and 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e a of the f a r m i n g 
community ( a l l i n t e r e e t e d p a r t i e a i n 

the scheme) can be c o m p l e t e l y 
i m p a r t i a l " . 

The committee was o r d e r e d to r e p o r t 

d i r e c t l y t o the M i n i s t e r , and i t a f i n d i n g s 

were never p u b l i s h e d . 

At t h l e s t a g e , what comments cen one 

make on t h e t a c t i c o f consumer b o y c o t t s ? 

In s c s p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y , a worker i s 

e x p l o i t e d i n the p r o d u c t i o n process when 

he produces not j u s t va lue f o r h i s 

employer , b u t a l a o s u r p l u s , v a l u e . However, 

i t i s one o f t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s of c a p i t a l * 

1 s t p r o d u c t i o n t h a t w h i l e va lue and s u r p l u s 

va lue can o n l y be c r e a t e d i n the sphere o f 

p r o d u c t i o n , they can only be r e a l i s e d , or 

c o n v e r t e d i n t o p r o f i t , once they have 

been a o l d ( l a i n the ephere o f 

c i r c u l a t i o n ) . Thus ths m o t i v e o f 

c a p i t a l i s t p r o d u c t i o n of commodi t ies , 

namely p r o f i t , can o n l y be ach ieved when 

the commodity i s s o l d . 

Ths a i t e of e x p l o i t s t i o n i n c s p i t a l i a t 

s o c i s t y i s p r o d u c t i o n * T h e r e f o r e the main 

a r e a of a t r u g g l e a g a i n e t e x p l o i t a t i o n 

must be a s t r u g g l e t o change t h e n a t u r e 

( r e l a t i o n s ) o f p r o d u c t i o n . O b v i o u s l y s 

consumer b o y c o t t , which o p e r a t e s i n the 

sphere of c i r c u l a t i o n , cannot be regarded 

as e means to s c h l s v i n g t h i s e n d . 

R e f e r r i n g t o the p o t a t o b o y c o t t , the 

f o l l o w i n g p o i n t was madst 

" t h e b o y c o t t i s a auccess 
consequent ly some people e r e b e g i n n i n g 
t o commit the e r r o r o f r e g s r d i n g the 
p o t a t o b o y c o t t as the main s t r u g g l e 
a g a i n s t ths N a t i o n a l i s t s and i t 
shou ld go on i n d e f i n a t e l y . Th is 
a t t i t u d e i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e but n o t 
c o r r e c t " . 

Thia i l l u a t r a t e s one o f the problems 

w i t h the m o b i l i s a t i o n of the community 

sround one p a r t i c u l a r i a s u e . Very o f t e n 

i t a r e l a t i o n a h i p to t h e w ider problems 

of e x p l o i t a t i o n and oppression become 

o b s c u r e d . To t h i a a u t h o r , the consumer 

b o y c o t t i s a t a c t i c t o a c h i e v e a 

p a r t i c u l a r s h o r t - t e r m goa l i n a 

p a r t i c u l a r a i t u s t i o n . I n the case o f 

both the p o t a t o b o y c o t t and the F e t t i a 

a Monis b o y c o t t , t h i s t a c t i c was uaed to 

s u p p o r t a p a r t i c u l a r group o f w o r k s r s 

I n t h e i r s t r u g g l e t o o b t a i n b e t t e r work ing 

c o n d i t i o n s . I f we e r e to e v e l u a t e t h i s 

t a c t i c we hsve t o c o n s i d e r the s p e c i f i c 

m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s i n which i t was 

h e l d * I t has a l r e a d y been suggested 

t h a t the workera i n v o l v e d i n b o t h d i a p u t e s 

were in a s t r u c t u r a l l y weak p o s i t i o n snd 

needed the s u p p o r t o f the community f o r 

t h i s reason . 

Thia r a i s e s ths q u e s t i o n o f the 

typee o f c l a s s a l l i a n c e s i n t o which ths 

working c lass s n t e r s when i t accepte 

a u p p o r t f rom the community. A b a s i c 

p r i n c i p l e of work ing c l a a s o r g a n i a a t i o n 

i s t h a t the work ing c l a a s should o n l y s n t s r 

i n t o a l l i a n c e s w i t h o ther c l a s s e s when i t 

i s i n a e t r o n g enough p o s i t i o n to do so 

on i t s own torms. 

The resson f o r t h i s i s t h a t s l l i a n c e s 

mede w i t h o t h o r c l s s s e s can l e a d t o the 

working c lass b e i n g f s o l d down the r i v e r ' 

shou ld they n o t mske these a l l i a n c e s on 

t h e i r own terms. Whi le one o b v i o u s l y 

accepts t h i s p r i n c i p l e , i t i s i n c o r r e c t t o 

b e l i e v e t h a t community I n v o l v e m e n t i n a 

w o r k i n g c l a a s s t r u g g l e a lwaya means eub -
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o r d i n a t i o n to the p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e . I t 

can neen t h i s - On the o t h e r hand i t can 

• l e o *een the i n v o l v e m e n t and p a r t i c i ­

p a t i o n o f a w i d e r s e c t i o n of the work ing 

c l e e e than a r e a c t u a l l y e f f e c t e d by the 

p a r t i c u l a r i eaue I n v o l v e d . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e 

e r e themeolves an eablguous c l a s s . At 

d i f f e r e n t t i n e s they o f f e r t h e i r e u p p o r t 

to eech of the major c l a e e e s ( w o r k e r e and 

c s p i t a l i e t e ) . I n the l a t e 1 9 5 0 s , 

' a p a r t h e i d ' d i e c r i m i n a t e d e g e i n s t both the 

A f r i c e n w o r k i n g c l e e s end the A f r i c a n 

p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e * I t wee f o r t h i e reaeon 

t h a t they e n t e r e d i n t o en a l l i a n c e a g a i n s t 

oppreee ion and e x p l o i t a t i o n of ' b l a c k 1 

p e o p l e . By the l a t e 1 9 7 0 a , the p o e i t i o n 

of the p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e became even more 

c o n t r s d i c t o r y . Both the s t a t e and c s p i t a l 

a r e a t t e m p t i n g t o break the crosa c l a e s 

e l l i s n c e between the w o r k i n g c l a s s end the 

p e t t y b o u r g e o i s i e by o f f e r i n g the l a t t e r 

e m e t e r i a l i n t e r e s t i n s u p p o r t i n g the 

s t s t u s quo. A t p r e e e n t i t i s too e e r l y t o 

Judge whether t h i s s t r s t e g y i s s u c c e e d i n g . 

E i t h e r wey , t h i s w i l l have i m p o r t a n t 

i m p l i c e t i o n s f o r f u t u r e c l e e s e l l i a n c e s . 

S ince the l e t e 1 9 5 0 s , t h e w o r k i n g 

c l s s e hss i t s e l f bscome e t r o n g e r end b e t t e r 

o r g a n i s e d . The F e t t l e & Honia workers a l l 

be longed t o the FCUU which a r t i c u l a t e d 

t h e i r demands c l e a r l y and m a i n t a i n e d 

s o l i d a r i t y amongat t h e workere e g e i n e t 

msnsgsmsnt. One of the weskneesee o f the 

p o t s t o b o y c o t t es s t e c t i c f o r improv ing 

farm w o r k e r s ' c o n d i t i o n s wss t h e t no 

c l e a r l y l a i d Out SSt Of demands was 

a r t i c u l a t e d as s c o n d i t i o n f o r t h e c s l l i n g 

o f f of the b o y c o t t . The p o t s t o workers 

were i n no c o n d i t i o n t o e r t i c u l s t e these 

demsnde t h e m a e l v e e . The extreme s t r u c t u r a l 

waakneee o f the B e t h e l p o t s t o workers 

was p a r t o f a w i d e r system o f e x p l o i t s t i o n 

of farm workers i n South A f r i c a d u r i n g the 

1 9 5 0 s . This m l t i g s t s d s g s i n a t t h e i r 

o r g a n i a s t i o n . I t a l s o meant t h s t the 

problem c o u l d n o t be d e s l t w i t h by a 

consumer b o y c o t t , which i s most e f f e c t i v e 

when used f o r s h o r t term ends. 

L s t us examine i n more d e t a i l the 

b o y c o t t of F e t t i ' s & H o n i s . Before the 

s t r i k e i n A p r i l 1 9 7 9 , t h e A f r i c e n Food and 

Canning Workers Union (AFCWJ) hsd been 

i n v o l v e d i n t r y i n g to o b t s i n r e c o g n i t i o n 

s t the F e t t i ' s & Honis p l a n t . The workers 

wsnted e minimum wsge o f R40 per week, 

r e g u l a r tee end l u n c h b resks snd 3 weeks 

s n n u s l l e a v e . Management i g n o r e d these 

demsnds snd the FCWU a p p l i e d f o r e 

C o n c i l i e t i o n Board t o f o r c e F a t t i * e 

& hon is t o n e g o t i a t e . 

The f o l l o w i n g week 5 of the workers 

i n v o l v e d were d ismisssd e f t e r they hed been 

p r e v i o u e l y werned t h e t they would hsve t o 

choose between the un ion end t h e i r J o b s . 

5 more workers who demanded reasons f o r 

the e a c k i n g of t h e i r f e l l o w workers were 

a l s o s a c k e d . The f o l l o w i n g d a y , 78 workers 

i n the m i l l i n g s e c t i o n went on s t r i k e 

i n s u p p o r t of thoee f i r e d , c l e i m i n g t h a t 

they had been u n f a i r l y d i s m i s s e d . The 

r e a c t i o n of management waa f i r s t l y to c s l l 

on the Deper tment o f Lsbour t o n e g o t i s t e 

w i t h the w o r k e r s , snd t o t r y t o f r i g h t e n 

them i n t o c a p i t u l a t i o n . This a t t e m p t 

f a i l e d . A f t e r t h a t , management d ismieaed 

a l l the A f r i c a n w o r k e r s , who i t c ls imed 

had broken t h e i r e e r v i c e c o n t r a c t s by 

go ing on a t r i k e , snd t r i e d to n s g o t i e t e 

w i t h the c o l o u r e d w o r k e r e . The workere 

r e f u s e d to be d i v i d e d t end the c o l o u r e d 

workers r e f u e e d o f f e r e o f r e i n e t e t e m e n t . 

Four dsys s f t e r the s t r i k e began the 

Western Cspe Trsdors A s s o c i e t i o n c a l l e d f o r 

the msnsgement of F e t t l e & Honis t o ' s a v e 

an u g l y e i t u a t i o n 1 and to a e t t l e the d i s ­

pute ss soon aa p o a e i b l e . I t a lso 

t h r s e t e n e d t o b o y c o t t the f i r m ' s p roducts 

i f s s e t t l e m e n t w i t h e l l the workers was 

not r e a c h e d . Both the UCTA snd ths 

Western Cape A f r i c a n Chamber o f Commerce 

a t t e m p t e d to b r i n g the two p a r t i e s sround 

e t a b l e t o n e g o t i s t e a s e t t l e m e n t . The 

a t t e m p t f a i l e d . 

At a mase m e e t i n g i n Hay the s t u d e n t s 

of t h e U n i v e r e i t y of the Western Cspe 

c a l l e d a b o y c o t t of a l l F e t t l e & H o n i s ' 

p r o d u c t s . I n J u n e , e f t e r f a i l i n g to h e l p 

n e g o t i s t e a a e t t l e m e n t , the Western Cape 

A f r i c a n Chamber of Commerce end 2300 

member* o f WTA j o i n e d the b o y c o t t . When 

he J o i n e d the b o y c o t t Hr Kessim A l l i e of 

MCTA a s i d t h a t t h e r e wee a l o t o f eympsthy 

f o r the 88 w o r k e r s . Hr H a v a l l a of VEPCOC 

commentedi 

"A c l i m a t e must be c r e a t e d f o r 
the workere to reeume t h e l r 
work - and t h i e i s e l l we e r e 
t r y i n g t o lmpreee on the 
compsny * We e r e a l e o t r y i n g 
t o make them r e a l i s e t h a t i t 
i a i m p o r t a n t f o r them to t r e a t 
these workere as people t o o . 
Us s u p p o r t them not because 
they srs b l s c k l i k e u e , but 
becauae they a r e people who 
epend money i n our shops end 
a r c t h e r e f o r e e n t i t l e d to 
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cer ta in cons iderat ion too ." 
Support for the boycott spread and 

the i n i t i a l organisers vara soon jo ined 
by SACOS, e tudenta , achool p u p i l s , Inkathe 
and tha 'Black S a s h ' ; 

Ihs public a t t l t u d s of F a t t i a a Honis 
wee that they vara not at a l l worried about 
tha boycott and that they b e l i e v e d that 
they had considerable coneumer sympathy. 
However, 3 daya a f t e r shops in African and 
Coloured townehips had stopped buying 
bread froa F a t t i s A Monie, a repreeantat ive 
from menagement went to s e e Handle and 
asked him to fleet with F e t t i a 4 Honis to 
n e g o t i a t e the re inetetement of the workere. 
This r e e c t i o n i e no doubt r e l a t e d to 
reports which appeared in the Rand Dai ly 
Hai l in June 1979 which descr ibed the 
tenuoua f i n a n c i a l p o e i t l o n of F a t t i a & 

Honia even prior to the beginning of the 
• 

boycott • 11 reed 
"Fet t l e & Honia ia one of the 
smel l er food companies end 
turning i t s wheat and maize 
v ia l t a - i i l a hardly paid off 
l a a t y e a r . True, shareholders 
once again got t h e i r 12,5c e 
ehare d iv idend , but the dividend 
was not only not earned, but 
ahara earnings shrank between 
the f i r e t and aacond half of 
tha year (197B)*11 

The a r t i c l e went on to eay that in the l a s t 
couple of yeere F a t t i a & Honia had been 
spending heav i ly on new equipment. The s i n 
of t h i s large c s p i t e l investment wss to 
maintain a compet i t ive p o e i t l o n in the food 
market. However the program waa axpenaive 
end the company was in a aomewhet d i f f i c u l t 
d e b t p o a i t i o n • 

Referring to the future proepecta of 

the induatry the a r t i c l e a s i d : 
"While much remaine to be done 
i n t e r n a l l y , i t would appear 
that the future p r o f i t a b i l i t y 
of the group depends l a r g e l y 
on the pattern of the S.A. 
Economy." 

It would not be s t r e t c h i n g the 
imagination too f a r to arque that in thia 
a i t u a t i o n any decrease in p r o f i t would put 
the company i n a very vulnereble p o e i t l o n , 

A epokesman of F a t t i a 4 Honie eald 
that in the period from January to July 
1979, pro f i ta were R186 000 compared with 
R363 000 for the eame period in 1978. This 
same gentleman claimed that thia dacreaee 
in pro f i ta had nothing to do with the boy­
c o t t . However, contrary to t h i s apparent 
lack of concern F e t t l e & Honie increaeed 
proaotlone of t h e i r products! In Johannee-
burg they put out a t e r i e e of producte 
under a new brand name, aaleemen were em­
ployed to t e l l people that the boycott wee 
over end free F e t t l e 4 Honie T-ahirte were 
given away at Halmeebury. 

The f i n a n c i a l poa i t ion of F e t t l e 4 
Honis s t the time of the boycott expla ins 
why the company was eager to n e g o t i a t e on 
l t e own terms and avoid recognis ing the 
union i f p o e e i b l e . Thie hee impl icat ions 
for the eucceee of coneumer boycotte aa a 
t a c t i c . I t i a poee ib le to argue that i n e 
period of monopolieat ion in manufacturing 

in South A f r i c a , a smell company l i k e 
F e t t l e 4 Honie wee very vulnereble to any 
v i c i a e i t u d e e in the e a l s e of i t s products . 
A l a r g e r , more d i v e r s i f i e d company would 
probebly not be ea vulnereble end might not 
heve been forced i n t o n e g o t i a t i n g . For 

example e boycott of Eveready wss announced 
at the eeme time aa the boycott of F e t t l e 
4 Honie. While i t never e t t r e c t e d the 
publ ic eupport of the F e t t l e 4 Honie boy­
c o t t , the coapsny waa a leo never forced by 
the boycott to n e g o t i e t e . One of the 
reaaona could heve been that a m u l t i ­
nat ional company l i k e Evereedy could with-
etend edveree publ i c i ty end a coneumer 
boycott in e portion of i t s market* 

Another reaeon could have been the 
nature of the product: bread and potatoee 
are e t e p l e foods of the working c l e e e . 
Eveready producte are probably not p r i o r i t y 
commodities for the working c l a a e . For 
thia reeeon a withdrawsl of t h e i r purchee-
ing power would not e f f e c t the company 
advareely . 

Let ue return to the F e t t i e 4 Honia 
b o y c o t t . We cen accept that for the 
reaeone diacueeed ebove, the company wee 
forced to n e g o t i e t e . However the compeny 
wanted to n e g o t i e t e on l t a own terme and 
avoid recognie ing and accept ing en a l l i a n c e 
between Africen and Coloured workere. I t . 
i e here t h e t the ro le of the union in main­
ta in ing worker a o l l d a r l t y and a r t i c u l a t i n g 
a ee t of grievancee wee c r u c i a l l y important. 

Ihe weak poait ion of F a t t i a 4 Honia 
and the coheeive funct ion played by the 
union repreeent the p o e i t i v e eepecta of 
the b o y c o t t . 

A se t t lement between the union end the 
management of F e t t i e 4 Honia was f i n a l l y 
reeched. In broed terme the se t t l ement 
involved the fo l lowing po in t s : 
1* Al l workers would be re ins ta t ed e t t h e i r 
old wage re tee and at t h e i r old joba aa 
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•oon as possible w i th no loss of s e n i o r i t y * 

2 . A l l the contracts would be renewed 

w i th in two Months. 

3* The union would ac t ive ly ass is t in end­

ing the boycott once the contrscts hsd 

been renewed. 

The union hsd received recogni t ion 

wi th in the factory snd msnsgement hsd 

accepted thst i t could not nsgot ia te 

sspsrste ly with A f r i c s n or Coloured 

workers. Hr Moni sa id 
"The boycott could have hsd a 
serious s f f e c t i f we hsd 
allowed i t to l ingsr on* 
Thers i s no doubt ths t thsse 
boycotts csn b« e f f e c t i v e . 
We made the mlstske of 
ignor ing organised IsDour * 
I would sdvise other f irms 
to negot ia te d i r e c t l y with 
unions as soon ss poss ib le . " 

from the point of view of ths use of 

consumsr boycotts ss a t s c t i c . ce r ts in 

problems were revealed a f t e r the 
sett lement waa reached. F i r s t l y Hr 

Hassan Hows. Prssidsnt of Sscos ssid 

hs would not c s l l o f f ths boycott u n t i l 

he wss s s t i s f i s d with ths sgreeaent* 

Representstions from the workers 

persuaded him ths t they wsrs s s t i s f i s d 

with ths condit ions of ths sett lement 

snd that he should c s l l o f f the boycott 

once the contracts hsd bssn rscsivsd. 

He agrsed to th le , Ths s lgn i f i csncs of 

th is event i s thst i t represented sn 
attempt to tsks contro l of ths boycott 

snd ths condit ions of the sst t lement -

possibly for v idsr p o l i t i c e l s ins . In 
this p a r t i c u l a r case the boycott waa being 

used to achieve a p s r t i c u l s r short term 

goal - namely the improvement of working 

conditions for F s t t i s & Honls workers snd 
the recogni t ion by management of ths Food 
& Canning Workers Union, A boycott of th is 
nature cannot be maintained i n d e f i n i t e l y 
becauas i t w i l l loss i t s s f f e c t i v i t y . In 
this p s r t i c u l s r cass i t s extension by Sscos 
could hsve underl ined the set t lement 
reeched with F s t t i s & Honis . 

A sscond problsm wss reveslsd by the 

withdrswsl of WCTA from ths boycott before 

the contrects had bssn rsnewed. Hr Ksssim 

A l l i e ss id 

'"We havs now t o l d our msmbsrs thst 
thsy can re-etock and a e l l the 
products of the company. 

I f the compsny doss 
not implement sny of the terms 
of the agreement we csn alwaya 
re-imposs the boycot t . " 

Gns wonders how eas i ly the aaaocia t ion 
w i l l r e - s t a r t ths boycott once i t haa 
ce l led i t o f f . Furthsrmore the bresthing 
spscs given to F s t t i s A Honis msy wsl l put 
i t in s strong enough posi t ion to withstand 
another boycott should i t decids not to 
renew the contracts of the workers. 

The contradict ions involved in a 

consumsr boycott snd the s l l i a n c e s with 

petty bourgeois r e t a i l e r s which th is 

necessitates are revealed here . In s ssnse 

the co-operet ion of s r e t e l l i n g orgsnlae-

t i o n l i k e the WCTA wss important in e n ­

fo rc ing the boycott of F e t t l e & Honls 

product . Yet th is group is not bound in 

sny way to continue the boycott s f t e r the 

set t lement , slthough ths Food & Canning 

Workers Union stressed that 

"We are conf ident that F s t t i s 
A Honis w i l l speedily obtain 
the renewal of the cont rsc ts , 
only whsn th is i s done w i l l 

the dispute be s s t i s f s c t o r i l y 
concluded," 

The importance of th is condit ion i s thst 

i t i s ths contract labour systsm which puts 

workers in a s t r u c t u r a l l y week posi t ion 

vis a vis fsctory f loor orgen ias t ion . This 

s t ruc tu ra l weakness means, sa we have 

ergued be fo re , thet support from outside 

the fsc tory f loor i s nsceeesry for such 

boycotts to have a chance to be e f f e c t i v e . 

Thie la the importance of a consumsr boy­

c o t t . Howwvsr, when l t e succsss depends on 

s l l i s n c s wi th s petty bourgeois group, 

problems such as those discussed above csn 

s r i s s . 
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RENTS: 
pay ing f o r 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n 
THE South Af r ican s t a t e , t i l th a f a i r amount 

of puehing from tha bueinees community, haa 

now apparently acknowledged that thare l a 

a permanent e f r i c a n populat ion i n tha urban 

araaa outaide of tha bantuetans. Of couree, 

tha e l n g l e biggaat fac tor t o hava brought 

both c a p i t a l and tha a t a t a round to th ia 

po in t of view i a tha raaiatanca shown by tha 

dominated claaaaa during tha 1970e, mani— 

f a a t i n g i t s e l f i n tha avanta of 3une 1976 

and t h e r e a f t e r ( t h i a i a not to argue that 

s t r i k e act ion before t h a t had not ahakan 

e t a t e and c a p i t a l p r e v i o u s l y ) . 

But attempts are being made to turn 

defeat and r e t r e a t i n t o an assault on the 

p o t e n t i a l a o l i d a r i t y o f the oppreaaed 

people , whether they be a l tua ted in r u r a l 

or urban areas . The preeen* atrategy 

fol lowed by the a t a t a , of attempted incorpo­

r a t i o n of a sect ion of the dominated classes 

(mainly the urban-dwel l ing sect ion of the 

e f r i c a n working clese and the petty 

bourgeoisie - t radere* o f f i c i e l a f and 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s ) , takee place aga lna t tha 

background of raa iatanca w i t h i n South A f r i c a , 

massive unemployment (mainly exported to 

the bsntustana) , tha need for a a tab le 

labour force end uninterrupted production 

by monopoly c a p i t a l ( the moat important 

form of c a p i t e l eince at leeat the second 

hal f of the 1960a) , end the changing face 

of aouthern A f r i c a . 

I t would be easy to give tha impreaaion 

that the atrategy of incorporat ion i e *n 

easy one* running smoothly i n the d i r e c t i o n 

that i e deeired ( i n much the same wey that 

the ' c o n s t e l l a t i o n of s t a t e s ' auggeetetj by 

PU 9otha seemed to be r e a l i t y u n t i l the 

v ic tory of the ZANU ( P f ) and the subsequent + 

conference of aouthern Af r ican s ta tes 

without the preaence of South A f r i c a ) . 

That i a the way that I t sometimes comas 

acroee i n the praaa - ee a amooth path to 

the exietence of a 'black midd le -c laea* . 

And no wonder - because the people who are 

'newsworthy* are the ind iv idua ls from groupe 

t h a t ere moet e a s i l y incorpora ted , the 

people who ere eubjact to d iscr iminat ion 

ra ther then e x p l o i t a t i o n . Let me take aome 

exemplee — those who own businesses i n tha 

townehipa f e e l t h a t they ere not g e t t i n g as 

good a deal ae t h e i r white counterparts 

(and t h i s i a c o r r e c t ) , but at the aema time 

they a r e b e a i c e l i y i n egreement wi th the 

eyetem ae i t ex ie te et preaent * a i o n equal 

d i s t r i b u t i o n of p r o f i t s i e whet concerns 

them. Sure, they ere d iscr imineted egeinet 

but the l e v e l of d iecr iminst ion could 

chenge ( i f your income i e high enough you 

ere welcome in the Carl ton Hotel or the 

Sun City a h r i n e - t o - i n a e n a i t i v i t y - a n d - C a p i t e l , 

even i f your akin i e b l e c k ) . Tor theee 

people apartheid l a very much r e l a t e d to the 

l e v e l of d iecr iminet ion ( a p e r t h e i d - u n f a i r 

d i a t r i b u t i o n of resources and acceee to 

resources)* In other worde, whet i e mrong 

i a the eyetem of apar the id* Theee are tha 

people who are Immediately ava i lab le for 

incorpora t ion , people who would l i k e t o earn 

change, but then mainly in terae of a 

chenge-over of o f f i c e bearers . 

For theee people the elogana e r e : 

•Away t i l th eeparate r e s i d e n t i a l a r a a e ' i 

'Ownership in urban a r e a s ' ; 'Equal ee le r i ee 

w i t h i n the medical and teaching p ro fess ions ' | 

'Let us i n t o the the cent ra l bualneea d i s ­

t r i c t 1 imto. 

But there are 'o ther people who ere 

exp lo i ted by the eyet*m» and would be e x p l o i t ­

ed whether the o f f i c e bearers of c a p i t e l ere 

whi te or black ( i n many esses they ere 

bleck a l ready ) . There ere many obstacles 

i n the wey of incorporet ing theee people , 

becauae the.eyetem of prof i t^meking depende 

on the poslt ione thet they occupy at 

presentt depende on the low wages; depende 

on the low q u e l i t y houelng end pub l ic f o c i l i -

t i e e euch ee heal th and education and t r a n s ­

p o r t . 

Thia a r t i c l e w i l l look b r i e f l y et two 

ieeuee* the f i r s t ie that of who i e going 

to pay for the incorporet lon of eome ( i n the 

caae being exemined the ieeue of rents** end 

protest egeinet the auggeeted increaeee) ) 

and secondly, who should be leading the 

p r o t e s t . I t i a not poaeible to completely 

eaparate theee two ieauee. 

I n a previoue ieeue of work in Progress 

( 1 0 ) we published en a r t i c l e on bue boy* 

c o t t a , which looked e t who use expected t o 

pay for the eyetem of placing large numbere 

of the working cleee wi th in the bentuetene, 

end, consequently, f e r from the place of 

work, in the ceeee thet we looked e t the 

working cleae wee euppoeed to pay up to 
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a l l o w ' r e a s o n a b l e p r o f i t s ' t o t h e bus 

companies ( i n which t h e b a n t u e t a n 

had a s h a r e ) f o r t r a n s p o r t i n g t h e * f r o a whore 

thay d i d not uent t o l i v a t o where thay had 

to work, Thaaa moves t o l n c r a a a a bus f a r a a 

v a r a r a a l a t a d and a r a s t i l l be ing r e a l e t e d . 

A t t h a aoment a t t e m p t s a r a onca mora 

b e i n g aade t o i n c r a a s a t h a t r a n s p o r t f a r a a 

b o t h i n urban and r u r a l a r e a s . But t h a r a 

a r a a l a o a t t e a p t a t o i n c r a a s a r s n t a l a f o r 

houaaa i n urban a r a a a . 

WHO PAYS? 

Tha main sources o f revenue f o r t h s 

f i n a n c i n g of t h s townships w i t h i n which 

a f r i c a n a hava t o l i v a have baan t h a f o l l o w ­

i n g ) 

1 * H e g i e t r a t i o n and l a b o u r f a a s - p a i d by 

t h a a a p l o y s r a t 

2 * F i n a a f o r c a r t s i n o f f e n c e s ) 

3 . A a a r v l c a l a v y p a i d by t h a amployara 

who do not p r o v i d a accommodation f o r 

u o r k a r a ) 

4 . :. ale o f l i q u o r ; 

5 . Rants ( i n c l u d i n g r s a s f o r a a r v i c a a ) f r o a 

t h a townehip r a a i d a n t a > 

P r e v i o u s l y , w h i l e Soueto was a d a i n i a - * 

t a r a d by t h a Johannssburg f i u n i c i p a l i t y (up 

t o t h a c r a a t i o n of t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Boards* 

t h a v a s t Rand A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Board (VRA8) V 

i n t h i s c a s s , i n 1 9 7 3 ) f i t had t o a c a r t a i n 

a x t a n t r e c e i v e d t r a n a f a r a f rom n u n i c i p a l 

f i n a n c a a d i r e c t l y t o supplement t h a incowe 

fsoa t h e aourcaa l i s t e d a b o v e . T h i s stopped 

w i t h t h a t a k e - o v e r by URAR and t h e s t a t e ' s 

p o l i c y t h a t t h a A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Poarda be 

• a l f - s u f f i c i a n t ( o r i n o t h e r words , t h s t t h a 

p a g e 18 

a f r i c c n p o p u l a t i o n group pays f o r i t s own 

p l a c e s of r a a i d a n c a w i t h no c o n t r i b u t i o n 

f r o a t h a w e a l t h t h a t thay g e n e r a t e i n i n d u e -

t r y ) , 

Tha a o a t i a p o r t a n t eource of income t o 

t h e WRAB i n i t a a t t e a p t a t o b a l a n c e ths 

books o f Sowato had been t h e s s l e of l i q u o r . 

8 u t t h i e eource ves d r a s t i c a l l y a f f e c t e d by 

t h e 1976 u p r i s i n g and dropped f rom R38-m 

t o R 2 2 - a . 

Another i a p o r t e n t source i a t h a t o f 

t h e l e b o u r l e v y p a i d by e a p l o y o r e ( R 2 , 1 5 

p e r month f o r an i n d u s t r i a l worker i n 

J o h a n n e s b u r g ) . These l e v l e a hava formed an 

i n c r e e a i n g p e r c e n t a g e of t o t a l revenue i n 

Soweto* a t a n d l n g a t 1 5 f a p e r c e n t i n 1 9 7 6 - 7 . 

However* i n e v i d e n c e t o t h e R i e k e r t 

Commission, employare came o u t i n s t r o n g 

a p p o s i t i o n t o t h e l e v i o e . Suggest ions t h e t 

t h e l e v i e s bs i n c r e s e e d t o R 4 , 1 5 were 

r e j e c t e d by t h e s t a t e * and R i e k e r t sa id t h e t 

t h e Ac t under which t h a l e v i e s a r e made 

( C o n t r i b u t i o n e i n Reapact o f S lack Labour 

A c t * 1 9 7 2 ) ahou ld a t ao*e a t e g e be a b o l i s h ­

e d . The Comaieeion c o n t i n u e d * 

I n p r i n c i p l e i t i a d a a l r e b l a f o r b lack 
c o a m u n i t i e a to bear t o en i n c r e a e l n g 
e x t e n t e g r e a t e r p a r t o f t h e t o t a l 
burden I n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h t h e p r o v i -
e i o n of e e r v l c e a I n t h e i r own comauni— 
t i a a . . . ( T ) h a O e p a r t a e n t ( o f Cooper-
e t i o f l and Deve lopment ) * t h a a d m i n i s ­
t r a t i o n b o a r d s * and c o a a u n l t y c o u n c i l s 
shou ld i n i t i s t a p u r p o a a f u l programmes 
of a c t i o n i n order t o r e c o v e r mora and 
more of t h e coat o f a e r v i c e a f r o a t h e 
b l a c k c o m a u n i t i e s t h e a e e l v e a . 

The b e a t way t o implement these pro— 

p o e a l a w i l l p r o b a b l y f o r a p e r t o f t h e 

recommendationa of t h e Browne Commi t tee , 

i n v e a t i g a t i n g f i n a n c i n g of a a r v i c a a and 

housing ( a p p o i n t e d a f t e r t h a 1977 p r o t e s t 
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by students and othar ree idente againet i n -

creQigd r e n t e I s ) * 

In tha meantime, however, tha community 

counci ls (euccoesore t o tha scorned and thrown 

out Urban Beotu Councils - Ueeleee Boye' Cluba 

or Urban Bantu Circuses aa thay wete known) 

have been landed wi th tha task of execut ing, 

i f not drawing up, tha balancing of Soweto*a 

booke. Thia thay ara onee mora t r y i n g to do 

by increasing r e n t s . I n othar worcjs, i f tha 

employers won't pay tha suggeeted increases 

in tha labour l a v i a a than incraa ia tha ahara 

to ba paid by tha working c lass* 

And i f thay won* t buy anough beer , than 

incraaaa tha ranta* 

Aa aar ly aa 1921 a c a r t a i n Colonel Ror r ia 

boaatad to the S t a l l a r d Commission t h a t in 

h ia area i n Natal " a l l n a t i v e bui ld ings ware 

orecssd and paid for from a fund ca l l ed the 

"na t i ve a f f a i r e fund" which wee det ived from 

tha aa la of k a f f i r b e e r * . I n other war ' s , 

the working claaa waa i n d i r o e t l y paying an 

a d d i t i o n a l amount towarda housing* Today 

t h l a i a a t i l l the c a s e . 

what th ia aaana l a that whi le wagaa ara 

kept low becauee the amount thet the working 

oleea i a apending on rent seems to be low, 

in fac t the amount spent on l iquor should be 

added to the rent p a i d , ulhan th ia i n d i r e c t 

meane of drawing rant froai tha people l i v i n g 

in the townahipa f a i l e . then ranta paid d i r e c t 

l y aa euch, have to ba increased. 

And th la i a what i a a t iaaua today -

tha amount that the rea idante of Soweto and 

other townahipa ara expected to pay for 

accommodation and aerv icea . And theaa 

increases come et a t ime when tha pr ice of 

brawn bread haa gone up by 25 percent and 

an incraaee in the p r i c e of milk haa bean 

announced to take e f f e c t from next month 

(Way). By rente i s covered house rant 

( t o auppoaadly recover coat of bu i ld ing and 

maintenance); s i t e ren t ( t o cover coat of 

land purchase, acceea roads, dra inage. 
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heal th end ambulanco serv lceei and edminie-

t r e t l o n costs ) ; service charges ( e l e c t r i c i t y , 

water* sewerage and refuea removal — i t i e the 

losaea on th ia i tem t h e t have bean covered 

by URAB'e l iquor p r o f i t s ) ; schools lavy. 

Ae the house rente component hed reached 

the maximum permissible (ae t i n r e l a t i o n to 

tha coete to be recovered) i t i e being pro­

posed that the other par te of ' r e n t e 1 be 

incraaaed * but the e f f e c t i a * of couree. 

the aamat ree identa of Soweto and other 

tounehipa are expected to pay more for the 

accomodation and aervicea that thay ' e n j o y * . 

According to tha Soweto development 

Guidance System, or Ccoplan* the townahip 

needs c a p i t a l expenditure of R 5 3 3 - » i l l i o n 

( t h a t ia what I t would have coet in 1979 ) . 

Thie f i g u r e includee R126-m for houelng, 

R101-m for e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n , end R70-m for 

t ranspor t , sewerage, e t c . Thie last f i g u r e 

i a eepec ie l l y important aa tha praaent 

aeuersga diapoaal f a c i l i t i e s ara aald to ba 

adequate only for the preeent number of houses 

in the township* 

WRAB, e f t e r i t took over , t r i e d t o »eet 

expenditure* end the need for e e l f - s u f f i c i e n c y r 

by ra is ing (doubl ing) s i t e and aerv ice charges 

and by lnoreaeing l iquor aalee* In 1977 these 

lncreaaea were r e s i s t e d ( theee protests e t 

the increaaee w i l l be Govered in tha next 

issue of 'jopk in Progress)* I n 1976 the 

community counci l f o r Soweto waa establ ished* 

wi th a p o l l . that was shockingly low. even 

wi th in the h is tory of tha eetabliehment of 

puppet organisations in South Af r ica and 

Namibia ( tha 'mayor1 . Oevid Thebehal i , 

received the nrand t o t a l of 97 votae* onri 

the counci l haa been known as the ' s i x 



p e r c e n t e r e ' for t h a s i x p e r c e n t o f r e s i d e n t s 

who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h 8 e l e c t i o n s ) . 

L a t e r i n 1978 t h a c o u n c i l f a l l i n t o t h a 

t r a p of demanding mora power , and b a l n g g i v e n 

power cvur t h a i ssues t h a t t h a a t a t a ( t h r o u g h 

U'.>^J> wante to oa l n a o l v a d i n l a a a d i r e c t l y * 

Thay v a r a g i v a n c o n t r o l ovar f i n a n c a a ( a a a 

t h a Government G a z e t t e 6 S 1 1 , 7 9 . 0 6 . 2 2 ) * 

Tha c o u n c i l had a c h o i c a i a i t h a r t o go 

ahaad w i t h nacaaaary e x p e n d i t u r e ( a u c h as 

r e p a i r s and e t e f f r e p l e c e m e n t , o r t o cu t brcfc 

on a x p a n d i t u r a * Thay choaa t h a f o r m a t and 

w e r e , c o n e e o u e n t l y , f Q r c a d t o i n c r o a a e r e n t e * 

I n A u g u e t , 1 9 7 9 , i t u*s announced t h a t r a n t a 

( a a r v i c a c h a r g a a ) would go up i n t h r a a a t a g a a . 

Sowato'i increases.. • but who thould pty? 

Thara woe an Immadists o u t c r y a g a i n s t t h a 

p r o p o s a l s f o r r a n t i n c r e a s e s . 

Tha a t a t a wee now i n a p o a i t i o n t o aay 

t h a t t h s community c o u n c i l would hava t o 

dac ida on t h s m a t t e r . Thsas propoaad 

i n c r a a a a a caaa a f t a r r a n t c o a t a had i n c r a a s a d 

by 22$5£ between O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 7 , and Hay* 1973 . 

What a l s o o c c u r r a d s i n c e 1976 waa t h a t t h a 

community c o u n c i l became r a s p o n s i b l s f o r 

c o l l e c t i n g a r r e a r e i n r a n t peynent and 

u l t i m a t e l y o r d e r i n g e v i c t i o n s . 
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I n Duly, 1979, tha headline in Poet 

reads REKTS TO GO UP ( 7 9 , 0 7 , 2 2 ) * This newe 

cane v i a tha WRA6. I t was confirmed ear ly in 

Auguet, Thabohali 'c la imsd tha increoeee 

are the r e a u l t of d e f i c i t s inher i t ed from 

wftAB, and would ba introduced in three stegaa 

ovar the next y e a r ' . 

fttatho l lot lana of ths Committee of Ten 

reaponded by aaying that » i f the whitea want 

ua to l i v e 32km away from, them, than they muet 

pay f o r that p r i v i l e g e * , end suggested that 

the atata ahould make e qrent to Soweto* Ha 

argued that Soweto raaidanta spsnt t h s i r monsy 

in ths Johannesburg cent ra l business d i s t r i c t 

(CBO), and that tha wealth produced by the 

people of Soweto waa taxed in ths i n d u a t r i a l 

areee to which the workers commuted and not i n 

Soweto where they l i v e d * N ige l Handy, of 

the CBD could not agree wi th t h i a and paaaad 

the buck to another f r a c t i o n of c a p i t a l 

(namely c s p i t s l opsretinq in the production 

of commoditiee) and- auggeated that wages ba 

incraaaad so thot the residents of Soweto 

would ba eble to pey ths highsr rents* 
Community counci l Opposition leader* the 

Sofasonke Par ty 's Cphreim Tshabaisla, ca l l ed 

f o r more e l tea to ba made evs i lab le for 

psople to bu i ld t h e i r own homae, and that tha 

perty opposed rsnt incrassae. Bishop Tutu 

also came out in opposit ion to tha auggeated 

rant incraaaaa* 

Tha Sofaeonke Party co l lected 5 000 

signatures to be asnt to Piet Koornhof, 

On ths 16th of August Thsbshsli announced 

thet rente would not go up, and that R705-m 

had been grented aa a loan by an unnamed US 

company. This announcement wea greeted wi th 

J u s t i f i a b l e ecepticism t>y ttotiane and caused 

•ome confusion wi th in the community counci l 

ss*not e l l the membera seemed to know sbout 

ths loan. The Committee of Tan went ehead 

with a meeting et which i t wes dsclded by 

the* 1 000 oeonle oreeent t h * t tHey would 

refuse to pay any increases. 

I t w i l l be i n t e r e a t i n g to aaa how 

flotlana and othera reapond to the newa t h a t 

Soweto and other communities are to ba given 

municipal atatua aa t h i s waa one of the 

demends made at the meeting, And by the earns 

atandards, i f enough people aupportad the 

Bleckchein supermarket in Soweto t h i s would 

meet the object ion thet residents ere spending 

t h e i r monsy in ths Dohannssburg CBO. 

Ovar the next faw weeks the rants ieeue 

wee en on-of f e f f a i r . (Of tourso i t muet be 

kept in mind that the rent incraeeea ware pro ­

poaad in many townships r igh t through South 

A f r i c a , snd not only i n Soweto)* 

FB du Rsndt, of the Department of 

Cooperation end Development re to r ted to the 

protests that the people would hove to pay up; 

that they hed ce l l ed for autonomy snd that 

they were now being given i t ; and t h a t thay 

ahould be proud of t h i s r e s p o s i b i l i t y . ' 

Koornhof, i n kseping wi th hie e t y l e of 

operet ion thet so msny epssr to be more then 

w i l l i n g to bs l i eve i n , eeid thet ranta would 

not go up but that meene would heve to be 

found to moke Soweto se l f—suf f ic ient * 

The iesus of r e n t s , ra ther than the v i e i t 

to Soweto by the Prime M i n i s t e r , dominated the 

thoughts of residents during August and 

September, 1979* PU Botha d id w r i t e o f f the 

debt of R9 -mi l l ion (Soweto's shars of an 

accumulated d e f i c i t thet the community counci l 

i n h e r i t e d from UflAB), but i t hss bean pointed 
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out that t h i « wee dona againat mr\ accumulated 

aurplua of about R11 -mi l l lon l e f t i n tha 

Bantu Satvicaa Levy* which UJRAB had i n tu 

inher i t ed whan i t took over the adminietr 

t i o n of townships 6n tha west Hand)* 

I n September the Oeputy H i n i e t a r of 

Cooperation end Development t o l d a delegat ion 

from Sowsto tha t * tha deciaion to increeaa rent 

reeted wi th the community counc i l . 

I n Oobsonvil io the chciru^n of the 

l o c a l community counci l wee nearly atebhed 

et a meeting to diacuas the rents ieaue in that 

township. I t wee decidod to suspend rent 

increase* ' u n t i l the people decided that they 

wanted them1 to pay f o r eerv icos. Thia 

happened in ea r ly September, 1979. 

The Urban Council*e Aeeociation ( tha 

umbrella body for community counci la) met 

i n September end wi th remarkable c l a r i t y 

aaid that the admin ie t re t lon boarda 'had 

waited for community counci la to be I n t r a -

duced before "handing* them the respons ib i l i ty 

of announcing rant increaaee* , 

On the weekend of the 23rd September the 

Sowato C i v i c Association waa formed under the 

auapicea of the Committee of Ten end i t waa 

aaid that one of the f i r a t iaauea that the 

SCA would take up would be thet of rente* 

Inkatha alao aaid t h a t that organisat ion would 

become invo lved . 

I n March, i 9 6 0 , John Knoetze* chalrpereon 

of UflAB, to ld the 5A I n e t i t u t e of Race Relat ione 

rente would heve to be increased. He aaid that 

i t uee the ohly place i n the world where people 

pe id an average of 5 porcant of t h e i r incomes 

on r a n t , and aaid t h a t a one people eerning 

R1 000 per month were paying n n t i of R14,00. 

Thia bringa me back to the question of *WH0 

PAYS'. 

Knoetze said t h e t "the trend throughout 

the world uaa t h a t people spent at least 20 

percent of t h e i r income on housing 1 . He also 

said thet the VJRAB wee "subsid is ing ' each house 

i n Soweto t o the tune of R30,00 per month 

(probably r e f e r r i n g to the money gathered from 

i n d i r e c t sources, euch ea amployere end the 

eele of l i q u o r ) . But we have already seen 

that ' r e n t e * in the townahips are paid both 

d i r e c t l y end i n d i r e c t l y by the inhebi tente 

(mainly the working c l s e e ) . 

Knoetze*e various f iguraa were re futed 

i n a atudy reported on by Rapport newspeper 

( 6 0 . 0 4 . 0 6 ) . Thia study wee dona by the 

Bureeu for Rsrket Aeaearch et UMI5A, end 

argued that in countries at a comparable l e v e l 

of economic development to thet im South Af r ice 

people spent no more than 10 percent of t h e i r 

monthly income on ren ts , houeehoid f u e l end 

l i g h t . A f t e r an increeae of rents* " 

auggested by WRAB through the community , 

counc i le t more then 50 percent of the houes-

holds in Soweto would be spending more then 

10 percent on these items - and t h i s is tak ing 

the everage income to be R400,00 per month f o r 

households (presumably £ l l those occupying 

one house in t h i s ovsrcrowded c i t y ) . 

According to the d i r e c t o r of the Bureau 

tha re levant percentages f o r other countriee 

would bet Tanzania, 8 v 2 i B r a z i l * 9 * 5 | 

Russia* 2 , 9 | Z a i r e , 9 * 8 . 

Lete in flerch i t wee ennounced that the 

rente would go up by R14*50 f o r s i t e r e n t e l 

( i n three stages of R6,00, R4*S0, and R4 ,00 ) . 

I t wee fu r the r euggeated that there should be 

a levy of RS*00 per housej that refuse temovel 

levy be increaaed from 39c to R2,45f sewerage 

charges t o be increased from R2,48 to R5,48, 

Whet t h i s wogld meen i s that the amount paid 

pet household would go up by R21*S6 per month. 

Thie would br ing t o t a l coat of rent* f u e l end 



l i g h t s to R45.56 psr n o r t h , or 11fA percent of 

e household income of epproximately R400.00 

per Month. ( I n 1979 the nerkinor market 

reeeerch orgen iea t ion found that more than 

h a l f the houoebolde i h Sowato Jivocj below 

tha nininum l i v i n g l a v a l f o r f f o l l l t i which 

stood at R1?B,22 at t h a t t ime , and t h a t 

a f i f t h of Sowato1 adul ts earned below R99.00 

par month. These f l g u r e a would pa int an 

even worse p i c t u r e than t h e t of the Bureau for 

Market Reeeerch t end ahowa up the propeganda 

put out by Knoatxe with h ie f a m i l i e s eorning 

R1 000 par aonth, Famil ies earning t h i e 

eajount are not engaging in much protest 

e c t l v i t y ebout the ieaua of r e n t e ) . 

Uhat t h l a a l l ehowe i e that whi le the 

a t a t a amy have p u b l i c l y recognieed what wee 

obvloue to a l l , namely thet there i e a perman­

ent a f r i c e n populat ion outaide of the bentu-

atana f t h i s i e going to aeen t h a t greotor 

demands are going to be pieced on t h i e 

aeot ion of the South Af r icen populat ion . 

They ere going to be expected to pay f o r 

t h a t recogn i t ion , whi le i t i e going to be 

aold to t h e * by c a p i t a l end the etate i n 

the form of an 'improvement in the q u a l i t y 

of l i f e 1 ! "99-yeer leesehold 1 (ae though 

t h i a l a of any concern t o 99 percent of the 

lnhab i tan ta of the townships); ' u p l i f t ' 

programmee and 'keep Soweto clean* caaipaignef 

municipal Autonomy*; e t c . 

UHQS.E; ISSUE? 

With the development of production under 

capi ta l lan i ( the c a p i t a l i a t mode of production) 

came the aeparat ion of the place of residence 

end the piece where production t a k t a p iece . 

No longer wee i t a case of a g r i c u l t u r a l p ro ­

duction i n the f i e l d s immediately Ground the 
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femily or community homes, no longer weaving 

or woodwork wi th in rooms thet formed pert of 

the household. Instead came the concentrat ion 

of many producer* w i t h i n the eeme bui ld ing -

th ia wee neceeeery becauee the meane of pro ­

duct ion* tha machinery ueed and the rew 

• a t e r l o l e , were now i n the poaeeeeion of the 

c e p i t e l i e t and not of the people working wi th 

thoee m a t e r i a l s or machinery. Control hed 

to be kept over the working c l a s s , so that 

ae l i t t l e weetage ee poeeible could take piece 

end eleo eo thet the c e p i t e l i s t could exert 

d i r e c t contro l over the workers* 

Roving production In to one bu i ld ing d id 

et the eeme time mean that the piece of work 

could no longer be per t of the community or 

houeehold. There had to be r e e i d e n t i a l araes 

and i n d u s t r i a l eraae ( p a r t l y determined by 

i n f r e e t r u c t u r a l neede ea wel l - i t i s cheaper 

to provide t r a n a p o r t . e l e c t r i c i t y end weter 

f o r e concentret ion of f a c t o r i e e ) . 

Several imp l ica t ion* f low from t h i e 

eeparat ion under the c a p i t a l i s t mode of 

product ion! i t meena that the ieauee thet 

ere deemed to be re levent to theae 'separate ' 

ereee ere bel ieved to have no (or l i t t l e ) 

relevance to eech o t h e r i that tha organisa­

t ions representing i n t e r e e t e w i t h i n the two 

areae should be separate organiaat ions 

(community orgen iaet ions / ree ldenta oaeocia-

t iona ae agsinat t rade unions/employers 

organ isa t ions) ) and in the South Af r ican 

a i t u e t i o n the complexity of the r a c i e l 

eeperet ion and r a c i a l controls thet d i s t i n g ­

uish eo much of whet happens h e r e , a lao 

entered in to eheping the seperat lon In e 

very e p e c i f l c wey. 

I n South A f r i c a not only the working 

c lass , but alao the other cleeees dominated 

becauee of t h e i r roco. neve been separated 

from the s i t s of production end loceted i n 

townehipe. hfhet would otherwise have been 

e working cleee ieaua wi th greeter c l a r i t y 

i s , i n South A f r i c a , an ieeue thet e f f e c t e 

e l l the r a c i a l l y dominated c lasses. However, 

not e l l the dominated cleeses ere e f f ec ted 

in the eeme manner or to the eeme degree. 

Knoetze'e f e m l l l e e eernlng R1 000 p t r month 

are diecrlst inoted egeinst beceuee they ere 

forced to l i v e in the same suburbs ee the 

working claee end have other r e e t r i c t i o n e 

impoeed on them (such ee the foot thet 

they cannot etay where they l i k e , merry who* 

they l i k e * or heve t h e i r buslneeeee where 

they l i k e ) . 



This mene that there are mora group* 

involved i n the^ ' rente issue' and the p r o t e i t a 

against tha increases than would have been 

tha caaa i n a townehip segregated purely 

according to c l a e e . And ncit a l l tha groups 

who taka up tha ranta iesue do i t wi th tha 

sama motivat ion or f o r tha same personal 

raasons* Whet ona has to look at when 

analysing tha ways in which var ious organisa­

tions are taking up tha p r a t e e t , are the 

ieauae t h a t era Joined to (ante in the 

pro tea t - i a i t lend-ownerehipf business 

r i g h t s ! s a l e r l e e f o r p ro feee lona le . Or era 

tha ieeuaa thoee of increased transport costsr 

low vegea} the e f f e c t e of general aales tax ; 

school uniformej e tc * 

Uhat i s moat i n t e r e s t i n g i n tha South 

Af r ican a i t u a t l o n i s the extent to which 

worker organisat ions have largely accepted 

the d iv io ion between piece of work (end tha 

ieeuae thet are defined ee workplace iaauaei 

wegas - but not tha e f f e c t e of low wages; 

working condi t ions; recognit ion of workers' 

orgenieet ionej e t c ) , and place of reeidence. 

They may not a l l have accented i t without 

question or without questioning now end then, 

but may have been forced in to b e l i e v i n g that 

t h i e separat ion i a e s s e n t i a l for s u r v i v a l . 

And there are enough ceees to show t h a t the 

state i e not w i l l i n g to accept the breeking 

down of the b a r r i e r s set up by cap i ta l ism 

end mainteined by the state« 

f o r example, the benning of Thozaaiila 

Botha and other o f f i c l a l e froai the PC8CQ 

e f t e r t h i e community based orgeniset ion had 

of neceeeity become involved in the Ford 

s t r i k e (see UIP. 1 l ) i the warnings iseued to 

the Inke th - movement to etey out of lebour 
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matters ( f r o * ea ea r ly ae Barney D lad la 'a 

involvement i n the e t r i k e e et Richards Day 

i n 1973, to more recent statements by Outha-

l e z i ) f the b le ten t control measures contained 

i n tha Wlehehn reconmendetione and co/tdlt lone 

f o r the r e g i a t r a t i o n of unionai e t c . 

I t need, of course, not be trade unione 

thet take up working clees issues in tKe 

community. I t w i l l i n neer ly e l l ceees be 

groupe, ind iv lduolo end orgenieat ione thet 

heve vary l i t t l e to do wi th workplece issues 

that taka up community issues. Thess groups 

and orgenieat ione are aa caught up in the 

ideas and measures that separate workplace 

from piece of reeidence ee the trade unione 

e re . Thie fieene thet the rent i esue , which i s 

p r i m a r i l y a working claae ieaue can be 

h i jeckad by groups who wish to strengthen 

t h e i r own demands, and thsee 'secondary* 

demands nay very w e l l have nothing to do 

wi th the working c l e e a , and may In fac t be 

egeinst the in te res ts of the working c l a e e , 

Thaee 'eecondary1 demands can aleo 

usually be f e i r l y e e e i l y incorporated, 

whether they r e l a t e to ownership of property , 

businees r i g h t s , autonomy. Thie i s not to 

argue thet these 'aeconoary* demands should 

not be taken up, but thet they ehould be 

l inked to more fundementel demande thet r e l a t e 

to e x p l o i t a t i o n re ther than d lac r im ina t ion . 

Thie discussion on rents w i l l be continued in 

the next iesue of uork I n ProQress. Other 

contr ibut ione ere welcome, eepec ia l l y i f they 

r e l e t e to ceeee outaida of the Trenevaal . 

A paper by 3ohn Kane—German (vShoee 

without Lacee?i the f lnencing of urban black 

townehipa, wi th spec ia l reference to Soweto 

end the Soweto community counc i l * ) dona for 

tha 5AIRR proved he lp fu l i n w r i t i n g th is paper. 

Aleo the honours d i s s e r t a t i o n by Barbara 

Creecy ( l A Home for Total Strategy! tha p o l i t ­

i c a l economy of urban a f r i c a n houeing In 

contemporety South A f r i c a * ) and Oavid Hervey'e 

'Lebor, Cepi ta l and Claee Struggle eround the 

Bu i l t Environment In Advanced C e p i t a l i s t 

Soc ie t i es ' ( P o l i t i c s and Society , 6 , 1976) . 

There ere a number of pepers and theeee t h a t 

dael wi th the f inancing of townehipa, tha 

t i t l e e of which can be supplied to readers 

i f they w r i t e to the e d l t o r a . 



RURAL RESISTANCE: t h e 

S t a t e m e n t i s s u e d b y t h e H a k g a t o f a m i l i e s 

w h o r e s i s t e d f o r c e d r e m o v a l . 

I ! W Q A ? O gAMiujB 

K n t r a s 

OB 25 Sertewnar 1979 Oovornnwnt o f f i c i e l o a ler ted renovlng w i l l i n g 
fewl l l** t o Xrownook* Thin^a ran auooihly un t o 26 - W * 79 M only 
thoee who wleh*d t o be re*et t ied *er* renoved and unwilling runli iao 
were end* t o b*l l*v* that they would remain unte**or*d with* 

On 01 - 10 - 79* however, tba removal* took a new turo*r**l l l*e were 
forced to wove, i t I M on t o l a da* that fawl l leo iho vara o**o*ed t o 
ra*cvnln nought uh*lter a t the neighbouring v i l la s*** In tba KoanUeo 
thoee Govornarnt o f f l o l e l e etarted breaking down noueoe and carrying 
th* ooat*nt* and roofing natar laU to xroahcmk. Won when tba owner of 
too booaa we* absent* th«y would onrry a 12 raor o ld ohl ld with h la /her 
f e s l l y ' e belonging*. In tha osa* Wore * vonmn wee *r*«ent aha van 

Srrlad away In tbo aboanoo of ^*> booband to Xroahoek . Ihen tba baad 
tha family raeleUd tba renovoU he we* *bea*d by a »ol la* ran and 

*ol loo daw*, and I f be wan naught ha vaa thrown Into the removing truck 
nad taken away together with hie bolonglnge. In euoh cane* doora ware 
hcokM o*+a and In otbor oaaee the? entered looked bouoo* by renovlng 
the i ron *b**t fro* the roof, and would f r o * within foroe the door t o 

Pre* thatohod roofed hooeoo th*y took door* and vlndoaa aw*yt together 
with what they found i n the booae* i n amny oeeeo well* of rondavels 

I were broken down and the thntohed roof would eventual ly f a l l In and 
Break* Snare a teenage boy re f la ted the romovale he fan b i t t e n by 
»o l l *e doga and when be eoxrendor*d he waa rewovod with whatever 
belonged to hie family . There are f a n i l l e a who** *ro«ertiee sere rwnoved 
t o Kroahoak l a their aboenoe* 

nooaeg ware n*rel***ly broken down In thaaa reaovale* Herds of o a t t l e . 
a**** and goat* wars onrrled away vhtlot t h e i r owners rosuinao behind. . 
Among* t o t t e r things there aro two tractors and e t r s l l o r that war* 
takwa assy leaving tba owner behind. w* «no raemlnwd behind rwoalved no 

ftUOB f o r * U the:ia l o * * * * . 

I P TAKP A*AT 

MUCOID i a. Roofing materiel** 
b* Door freaee ana window freese and doora* 
s* fianohea and deeko. 
d. School* re-oord bonkn. v i s (1) boo to 

•a 
Financial hooka a t e . ill, *•**> 

pLiroo 1 a . Boofing nntarlale 
b* Door f raw* and wlngt 

All euulnawnt via 

and doora 

( H I ) 

Hoofing eater la la 
Door f ra*a and window 
f ranee and doors* 
Bench**! t a b l e e . ohe lrs , 
water tana* end fencing 
eat* r i a l * . 

b* The t r i b a l oar . 
* • 6 Afrikander bul la belonging t o th* t r i b e , 

Tbo fe*all*w sbo ware w i l l i n g l y raaoved or* lean than one hundred* that 
la why we awntlon these t r iba l *rc**rt lee a* tbo bulk of th* tr ibe baa 
rao- lnad b e h i n d . 
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kv/a 
OVER t h e p a s t 8 m o n t h s , t h e r e h a a b e e n a 

h u g e o u t c r y i n t h e m e d i a a b o u t t h a f a t e o f 

t h e 6 6 0 0 0 B s t l o k w e p e o p l e - b o t h t h o e e w h o 

h a v e a c c e p t e d ) a s v e i l a s t h o s e w h o h a v e 

r e s i s t e d g o v e r n m e n t r e m o v a l * 

BACKGROUND 

THE B a t l o k w a p e o p l e l i v e i n t h e S e k g o s e e e 

d i s t r i c t o f L e b o w a , a b o u t 5 0 km n o r t h o f 

P i e t e r e b u r g . T h e r e a r e two t r i b a l a u t h o r i ­

t i e s i n t h e a r e a u n d e r C h i e f H a c h a k a a n d 

C h i e f R o m a k g o p a . The l a n d o n w h i c h t h e 

B s t l o k w e p e o p l e l i v e i a t h e i r o w n . A p a r t 

f r o m t h e t r i b a l l o c a t i o n s , t h e r e a r e 

c o l l e c t i v e l y b o u g h t f a r m s s s w e l l a s t r u s t 

f a r m s g r a n t e d t o t h e p e o p l e . The B e t l o -

k v a ' a r i g h t t o t h e l a n d , a c c o r d i n g t o o n e 

o f t h e t r i b a l c o u n c i l l o r s , w a s ' g u a r a n t e e d 

u s b y P a u l K r u g e r 1 . 

I n a b o u t 1 9 6 2 t h e H a k g a t o t r i b e who 

w e r e ' s q u a t t e r s ' o n a E u r o p e a n o w n e d f a r m 

a t H u n n i k , s o u t h - w e s t o f S o e k i s t k a e t * w e r e 

m o v e d t o t h e T r u s t F a r m K l i p p l s a t d r i f t 

( N o 5 0 8 ) w h i c h a d j o i n s t h e H a t o k s 

( M a c h a k a ) t r i b a l a r e a . I t i s t h i s g r o u p 

o f p e o p l e who n o w , 1 8 y e a r s l a t e r , h s v s 

o n c e s g a i n a c c e p t e d r e m o v a l . 

tfhlle t h e B a t l o k w a p e o p l e h a v e o c c u p i e d 

t h e i r l a n d s i n c e t i m e i m m e m o r i a l , t h e r e c e n t 

a t t e m p t s t o m o v e t h e m h a v e n o t b e e n t h e 

f i r s t b u r e a u c f a t i c I n t e r v e n t i o n i n t h e 

B a t l o k w a ' s c h o s e n w a y o f l l f s . The 

i n s t i t u t i o n o f a g r i c u l t u r a l p l a n n i n g , o r 

b e t t e r m e n t , h a s a l w a y s m e a n t c o n s i d e r a b l e 

u p h e a v a l f o r t h e r u r a l p o p u l a t i o n o f S o u t h 

A f r i c a . T h i s i a b e c a u s e t h e d i v i s i o n o f 



page 25 

the land i n t o r i g i d l y demarcated r e s i d e n t - -

j i i i , a r a b l e and g r a z i n g a r e a s , means t h a t 

in fiost c e a e s , people have to nova t h e i r 

houses i n t o ' l i n e s 1 * Under no c i r c u m ­

s tances i a compensation g i v e n f o r houaea 

t h a t have t o be p u l l e d down and r e b u i l t , 

and t h i a d i v i s i o n hae u s u a l l y meant t h a t 

the amount of land a v a i l a b l e t o f a m i l i e s 

f o r p lough ing i e e e v e r e l y r e a t r i c t e d . I h e 

Bat lokwa a r e a , as v a r a most of the farms i n 

t h e n o r t h e r n T r a n e v a a l , wee ' p l a n n e d * . I n 

1954 the people f r o * the more remote and 

e c e t t e r e d homeeteads v e r a b r o u g h t n e a r e r 

to the more denae ly p o p u l a t e d a r e a s , and 

I n 1959 the e n t i r e a r e a waa ' p l a n n e d ' . 

I t a u e t be r a c o g n i a e d t h e n , t h e t f o r 

the B e t l o k w e , aa v e i l as f o r the N a k g a t o 

p e o p l e , removal i s n o t nee* T h e i r 

expedience w i t h p l a n n i n g and ' s q u a t t e r ' 

removal has t a u g h t them e x e c t l y what 

r e e e t t l e m e n t means and why they ehould 

r e e i a t i t . T h i e r p r i o r e x p e r i e n c e of 

h e v i n g to break down houaea , move t h e i r 

poeaessions and r e c r e a t e t h e i r hones 
* 

(even 16 only a couple of m i l es f u r t h e r ) , 

ehou ld be resiembered when people t r y t o 

understand t h e i r p r e e e n t m i l i t a n c y . 

The reaeona f o r the p r e s e n t removal 

a r e not e n t i r e l y c l e a r . I t l a e e i d t h a t 

i n 1977 the a r e a waa e x c i s e d from Lebowe* 

Thie meant t h a t i t became e ' b l a c k s p o t 1 

i n ' w h i t e * South A f r i c a (and from then i t 

eaa no longer ehown i n the mape aa p a r t of 

Lebowe) and the l a n d could be e x p r o p r i a t e d 

and the people l i v i n g on i t moved ao t h a t 

the c o n a o l i d a t i o n of the Lebowa 'homeland ' 

could be c o m p l e t e d . The measure wae 

g a z e t t e d i n August 197B under R e g u l a t i o n 

R217 (Government G a z e t t e No 6 1 3 9 , 

2 5 t h Auguat 1 9 7 8 , page 2 ) * Thia meant 

t h a t the areae were e x c i s e d from the j u r i a -

d i c t i o n of the l e g i s l a t i v e aasembly of 

Lebowa and were thus ' b l a c k apota * under 

c e n t r a l government c o n t r o l * However , today 

i t i s s t i l l ths Lebowa a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

which i a r e s p o n s i b l e f o r e d u c a t i o n i n the 

a r e a , f o r c o l l e c t i o n of t a x e e , e t o c k 

c o u n t i n g , e t c , and a l l t h a t P r o c l a m a t i o n 

R217 haa done i a t o l e g a l l y d iapoaaea 

the p o p u l e t i o n of t h e i r r i g h t e t o the 

l a n d * 

The land b e l o n g i n g t o the Bat lokwa 

people i e the o n l y b lack a r e e through which 

the road l e a d i n g t o the n o r t h e r n border 

paaaee . I t i s t h i s which hea prompted 

a t a t e m e n t a auch as the f o l l o w i n g ! 

The i r removal i s viewed by ( t h e 
t r i b e s ) aa a p r o v i a i o n f o r the s o -
c a l l e d ' w h i t e c o r r i d o r * f o r t h e 
e e c u r i t y f o r c e a t o the N o r t h ( S t a r , 
7 8 . 1 1 , 1 5 ) . 

I t waa o n l y on the 2 8 t h September , 

1 9 7 8 , t h a t t h e c h i e f a of the erea were 

summoned by the C h i e f Commiesioner f o r the 

N o r t h e r n A r e e e , and in fo rmed t h a t they were 

t o be r e s e t t l e d i n the Kromhoek e r e a near 

V ivo i n the Bochum m a g i s t e r i a l d i s t r i c t 

( S t a r , 7 8 . 1 1 . 1 5 ) . 

C h i e f e Nachaka and Romakgopa were both 

de te rmined not t o move, and they t r i e d t o 

o r g a n i s e a meet ing of t h e i r people t o hear 

about the proposed removala when the whole 

t r i b e , i n c l u d i n g m i g r a n t s , would bs t h e r e . 

To have had the whole p o p u l e t i o n t o g e t h e r 

p reeuaeb ly meant t h a t the m e e t i n g would 

heve had t o take p lace in December/January 

when moat m i g r a n t s were on h o l i d e y . How-

s v e r , t h i e d i d not happen and on November 

1 5 , 1 9 7 8 , a meet ing c o n s i s t i n g m a i n l y of 

women wee addreeaed by the Deputy S e c r e ­

t a r y , S e r f o n t e i n * The meet ing wee a a i d t o 

have been e atormy one, w i t h p r o t e s t s , 

end people e t e t i n g t h a t they would not 

move ( S t a r , 7 8 . 1 1 * 1 6 ) . 

I n the mssnt ime, the t h i r d c h i e f i n 

the a r e a , C h i e f Hekgeto from the farm 

K l i p p l a a t d r i f t , agreed t o be moved* The 

two d l e a e n t i n g c h i e f e were summoned by 

the C h i e f Coeimlaaioner to a t t e n d e meet ing 

a h o r t l y a f t e r t h i a , but d i d not a t t e n d 

beceuae ' n o agenda waa p r o v i d e d * ( V o i c e , 

7 9 . 0 5 . 2 2 ) . The meet ing wee, however , 

a t t e n d e d by C h i e f Hekgeto and by the 

Lebowa HP f o r the e r e a , Kobe. (The 

ehop b e l o n g i n g t o Kobe waa b o y c o t t e d by 

the people of the a r e a , becauee of h i e 

a a i d a u p p o r t for the remova la . Thia 

caused h i e t u r n o v e r to drop r a d i c a l l y -

f rom R400 ,00 t o R 5 , 0 0 a day* E v e n t u e l l y 

he was f o r c e d t o c loae t h e ehop ( P o e t , 

7 9 , 0 6 . 2 2 ) ) * 

I t was then dec ided t h a t the r e s e t t l e ­

ments would be d iscussed between the 

Lebowa L e g i s l a t i v e Aasembly and Dr Koornhof 

a t Sheahego on J u l y 4 . The M i n i e t e r waa 

e x p e c t e d t o o u t l i n e the government p l a n f o r 

the remove le . On the same dey the Bat lokwa 

people put f o r w a r d a memorandum t o Koorn ­

hof a e k l n g t h a t P r o c l a m a t i o n R217 be w i t h ­

d r a w n , and t h a t p lana f o r t h e removala be 

h a l t e d . (Aa yet no o f f i c i e l removel n o t i c e 

had been served on the c h i e f e end t o d a t e 

the houeee heve not y e t been numbered* 

Thie means t h e t people e r e a t i l l f r e e to 

c o n t i n u e b u i l d i n g ) . 
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On ths 3rd O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 9 , t h e r e a l 

drama s t a r t e d * The t i n e had come Tor the 

people l i v i n g under C h i e f Hakgato to 

wove. I t was r e p o r t e d i n the RDM ( 7 9 . 1 0 . 

03 ) t h a t hundred* of f a m i l i e s a t Dears 

R i v e r f l e d when p o l i c e w i t h 30 t r u c k s 

moved i n t o r e s e t t l e t h e n . 

The homes of s e v e r a l people vho 

re fused t o move vers demol ished end i t vaa 

a l s o r e p o r t e d e e v e r a l days l s t e r t h a t some 

of the psopls vho had been r e s e t t l e d a t 

Kromhoek vere r e t u r n i n g t o t h e i r o l d hones 

and d i a c o u r a g i n g t h e i r f r i e n d s from l e s v l n g 

the a r e a . By nov the Hakgato people who 

had s t a y e d a t Overs R i v e r had abandoned 

t h e i r hones .and v o t e a e t t i n g up a 

' s q u a t t e r 1 csnp i n the b u a h . 

The reaponse of the C h i e f C o n n i e s i o n -

er t o the r e t u r n i n g people ess to s t a t e 

t h a t * ( t ) h e peop le vho are a l r e a d y r e a e t t l e c 

t h e r e c a n ' t cone b a c k . I f t h e y do t h e y ' l l 

be commi t t ing sn o f f e n c e . You n u s t sxpsct 

some r e s i s t a n c e ( a g a i n s t the removals ) 

but once t h e y are s e t t l e d they v i l l be 

happy1 ( S t a r , 7 9 . 1 0 . 3 0 ) . 

On the 9 t h O c t o b e r , 1 9 7 9 , another 

m e e t i n g of the c h i e f s vaa scheduled et the 

N o r t h e r n T r a n s v a a l Commieeioner 's c o u r t 

vhsre compls in ts by C h i e f Solomon Hakgato 

v e r e to be h e a r d . He a a i d t h a t , 'They 

( C h i e f s Rsnakgopa and Hachska) had taken 

h i s p e o p l e * . The c h i e f s r e j e c t e d t h i s a l l e ­

g a t i o n c l a i m i n g t h a t they 'had o f f e r e d 

s a n c t u a r y t o a t r a n d e d peop le 1 (RDM, 7 9 . 1 0 

1 1 ) . 

I n i t i a l l y only 7B o u t o f 614 Hakgato 

f a m i l i e s accepted removal f rom Overs R i v e r . 

Th is meant t h a t the vaat m a j o r i t y of 536 

f a m i l i e s had t o t a l l y r e j e c t e d the moves. 

C h i e f H a k g a t o ' a reasons f o r moving v e r e 

t h a t he wanted to s e t t l e a t Kromhoek because 

the v i l l a g e a t Dears R i v e r vas s c a t t e r e d . 

The connants o f h i e people ebout the 

removals ahov c l e a r l y t h a t they d i d not 

share h i s a t t i t u d e * People f l e e i n g i n t o 

t h e bush s a i d t h a t , 'We d o n ' t v e n t to move 

so ve e r e making sure t h s t vhen they cone 

t o tske us svsy ve w o n ' t be h e r e ' . 

A p a r t from p o l i c e p r e s s u r e t o ga t 

people to move to Kromhoek, 8 people v e r e 

a r r e s t e d , 1ft d e t a i n e d , a number of o t h e r s 

a s s s u l t e d , and a t l e a s t one person b i t t e n 

by a p o l i c s dog (RDH t 7 9 . 1 0 . 0 3 ; P o s t , 

7 9 . 1 0 . 0 4 ) . 

On the 2 5 t h October the RDH r e p o r t e d 

v h a t vas perhaps the v o r a t t r a g e d y of a l l : 

Hosins S s k o l a , s B a t l o k v a n i g r a n t vho vorked 

i n Johannesburg, r e t u r n e d hone t o f i n d t h a t 

h is v i f e end c h i l d r e n hed moved t o Kromhoek 

l e a v i n g beh ind t h e i r hone t h a t had taken 

years to b u i l d . He vas l a t e r found hanged . 

The removal vsa a l s o c h a r a c t e r l a e d by 

c o n s i d e r a b l e i n t i m i d a t i o n of young p e o p l e . 

Accord ing to a r e p o r t i n Post ( 7 9 . 1 0 . 0 6 ) 

'Boys hed taken to the h i l l s f o r f e e r of 

p o l i c e . They have been the main t a r g e t of 

p o l i c e p a t r o l a ' , and 'On ly ten people have 

been d e t a i n e d a c c o r d i n g to B r i g a d i e r 0 

N o t h l i n g , D i v i s i o n a l C h i e f o f P o l i c e i n 

the N o r t h e r n T r a n s v a a l , but people i n the 

a r e a apoke of vans "coming end going" 

loaded v i t h d e t a i n e e s , main ly s t u d e n t s ' . 

On the 15 th O c t o b e r , 7 000 s t u d e n t s from 

the achools i n the aree b o y e d t t e d the 

lessons and a t a g e d a 20 kn n a r c h p r o t e s t ­

i n g a g a i n s t the removals and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

about the f a t e of a l l t h e Hakgato s c h o l a r a 

vho vere nov out of s c h o o l . At Hokomene 

High School t h e r e vaa a l a o c o n s i d e r a b l e 

i n t i m i d a t i o n o f a t u d e n t s - aoms v e r e banned 

from Lebova achools a l t o g e t h e r , v h i l e 

a t t e m p t s v e r e mede t o f o r c e the r e s t of the 

s t u d e n t body to f i l l i n forms s t s t i n g vho 

the l e s d e r e of the a t r i k e e vere ( P o s t , 

7 9 . 1 1 . 0 5 ) . 

U l t i m a t e l y , the Hakgato a c h o l a r a v e r e 

absorbed i n t o the o t h e r B a t l o k v a s c h o o l s ; 

ths t e a c h e r s vho had re fused to move vers 

t r a n s f e r r e d anfl the Hakgato f a m i l i e s vho 

had s t a y e d beh ind found r e f u g e v i t h f r i e n d a 

and r e l a t i v e s . Yet the w a r n i n g by a C a t h o l ­

i c p r i e s t i n the a r e a t h a t , 'Un leee an 

a c c e p t a b l e and l a a t i n g a o l u t i o n t o the p r o -

belm of the d i s p l a c e d Hakgato people can 

be found s o o n , r e a l t r o u b l e l i e e ahead* 

( P o s t , 7 9 . 1 2 . 0 4 ) i s sn i n d i c a t i o n o f the 

r e a l p r o b l e m s . Speak ing about the p r o v i ­

s i o n of food p s r c e l s and b l a n k e t s he s a i d , 

'What ve are do ing h e r e n i g h t u l t i m a t e l y 

prove dangerous because t h i s i s a temporary 

r e l i e f . Thess people need a permanent 

home vh ich ve cannot o f f e r and un lees 

sn acceptab le a o l u t i o n i a found immed ia te ­

l y r e e l t r o u b l s v i t h ths p o s s i b i l i t y of 

v i o l s n c e l i e s s h e a d 1 . 

Th is i s the p r e c i s e p o i n t about the 

r e m o v a l s . R e s e t t l e m e n t i n v h s t e v e r form 

i t sppears - vhother aa b e t t e r m e n t schemes, 

slum c l e e r n n c e , ' b l a c k a p o t ' removal i s a 

v i o l e n t and b r u t a l p roceaa . I t u a u a l l y 

meana tha t p e o p l e ' a m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n a 

d e t e r i o r a t e . The amount o f money they v i l l 

have t o apend on b u i l d i n g a new house , 

on i n c r e a a e d t r a v e l l i n g expenaea , means 
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impov er i sh men t . The t rauma and i n e e c u r i t y 

of r e s e t t l e m e n t l i k e w i s e hae s e v e r e 

e f f e c t s on p e o p l e . The d i v i s i o n of t r i b e 

a g a i n s t t r i b e , b r o t h e r a g a i n s t b r o t h e r , 

huebend a g a i n s t w i f e i s sn s f f s c t of any 

f o r c e d r e m o v a l . The breakdown of communit iee 

of the u n i t y end coherence which can only 

grow i n e s i t u a t i o n in v h i c h people a r e 

s e c u r e , hes n o t y e t been f u l l y e x p l o r e d . 

What I s becoming more and more c l e a r 

l a t h a t these a r e not i n c i d e n t a l a i d s - e f f e c t s 

of removsl b u t sre i n t e g r s l t o i t * I n o ther 

v o r d s , rsmovsl of people i e n o t e lmply a 

p h y s i c a l a c t , i t i e p a r t of m process snd 

s s t r a t e g y t h s t seeks t o push i n c r e s s i n g 

numbers of South A f r i c a ' a psopls i n t o e v e r ­

more remote and i n h o e p l t s b l s a r e a e . Areas 

vhsrs thess p e o p l e , broken snd f r s g m s n t e d 

by the e x p e r i e n c e of removal and a l l t h a t 

i t meanSp a r e l e f t t o e x i s t under c o n d i t i o n s 

of i n c r e a s i n g apathy and p O M r l e s s n s s s • 

C h i e f Solomon Hekgeto end h i s psople 

hsvs a l r e a d y undergone one major r e s e t t l e * 

m e n t . The e n d u r i n g e f f e c t s a f t h i e and 

the memoriee of i t may m i l be one reason 

why he d i d n o t hsvs ths s p i r i t t o r s s i s t 

b e i n g moved y e t a g a i n . 

Today C h i e f Solomon H a k g a t o and h i s 

people are a e t t l e d a t Kromhoek in the 

Sochum a r e s . As y e t they hsve not been 

a l l o c a t e d a r a b l e l a n d and the f a t e of t h e i r 

s t o c k i s u n c e r t s i n . Host of t h e people 

t h e r e have begun t o b u i l d mud and even 

b r i c k houses t but i n l e t e F e b r u a r y eome were 

s t i l l l i v i n g i n t e n t s snd i n c o r r u g e t e d i r o n 

houses. There i s one echool t h e t hes been 

b u i l t , but the o t h e r i e s t i l l e c o m p l e t e l y 

c o r r u g e t e d i r o n b u i l d i n g . Ths numbers of 

open p l o t e - p l e n t e d w i t h m e s l i e s by those 

r e s i d e n t - i e a tes t imony t o t h e numbers of 

people who w o u l d n ' t move, as are the l i n e 

l e t r i n e e t o be g l impssd t h r o u g h the buoh. 

The people a t Kromhoek are s u s p i c i o u s of 

s t r a n g e r s . At ths seme time t h e y s r e 

c o m p l e t e l y d e f e n s i v e about the move, 

making euch s ta tements as i Things a r e 

b e t t e r h e r e , ve have t a p s . 

As y s t , ths r e s t of the Bst lokws people 

have not moved. They are s t i l l as d e t e r ­

mined ae e v e r i n t h e i r r e e o l v e not to move. 

I t would a l a o eeem t h a t the government h a e , 

i n the fece of t h l e m i l i t a n c y , back t r a c k e d . 

The r e s t of the remova le heve been postponed 

u n t i l a f t e r the r e p o r t o f the Vsn der Walt 

Commission on l e n d c o n s o l i d a t i o n . I n 

a d d i t i o n , i t was r e p o r t e d i n the Rand D a i l y 

H a l l ( 8 0 . 0 4 . 0 9 ) t h s t K o o r n h o f , w h i l e 

a d d r e a a i n g the Z l o n i e t a a t H o r i s i n the 

P i e t e r e b u r g e r e e , hsd s s i d t h s t ths re would 

be no f u r t h e r remova le i n the a r e a . 

More r e a l i s t i c a l l y howsver , K o o r n h o f s 

promisee in the p e e t heve con ta ined s s t i n g 

i n the t e i l , end t h e numbers o f cu t p l o t s 

a t Kromhoek i n d i c a t e t h e t r a t h e r than 

g i v i n g i n , the government i s s t e p p i n g beck 

and g i v i n g i t s e l f t ime t o dev ise s new 

and p robab ly more a o p h i s t o c s t e d e t r a t e g y . 

I t i s t h i s which t h e Bst lokws people shou ld 

gusrd a g a i n s t , f o r t h e i r s t a n d up to n o * 

has demonet ra ted w i t h f o r c e t h s t u n i t y i s 

s t r s n g t h . I t i s o n l y t h s maintenence of 

t h i e ' u n i t y t h a t w i l l u l t i m a t e l y e l l o v them 

to w in t h e i r e t r u g g l e . 

RURAL 
RESISTANCE: 
t h e M.at lala.1 

I T IS COMMON i n South A f r i c a t h a t c laahsa 

between groupe o f b l a c k s , f o r which no 

a p p a r e n t e x p l e n e t i o n s can be e a s i l y f o u n d , 

a r e termed ' f a c t i o n f i g h t s ' . Ths term 

c a r r i e s w i t h i t c o n n o t e t i o n s o f 

i r r s t i o n s l i t y , t r i b s l i s m , and unreasoned 

v i o l e n c e . A l l too o f t e n , however , t h e use 

o f the term ' f a c t i o n f i g h t ' r e v e a l e , more 

then e n y t h i n g e l e e , the l g n o r e n c e and 

p r e j u d i c e o f the w r i t e r . Thie a r t i c l e 

a t tempts to r e v e a l the l o g i c end the 

h i a t o r y beh ind one o f theee a o - c a l l e d 

• f e c t i o n f i g h t s ' . 

The Post newspsper r e p o r t e d on 

7 9 . 1 2 . 2 4 . t h e t the Lebows p o l i c e hed 

d e t e l n e d 56 peop le a f t e r the p e t r o l -

bombing and a t o n i n g of C h i e f BK H a t l a l a ' e 

home i n the Nothern T r e n e v e a l . The r e p o r t 

e t a t e d t h e t t h i s was t h e eecond e t t a c k 

w i t h i n a week and wee t h e c u l m i n e t i o n of 

e l o n g - a t e n d i n g f e u d . The group o f peop le 

who a t t a c k e d the c h i e f ' s home, i n j u r e d h i s 

guard and caused damage to the v a l u e o f 

R25 000 a r e known aa t h e Congreee P e o p l e . 

They comprise e group who have m e i n t e l n e d 

an a n t i - g o v e r n m e n t s t a n d f o r more than 30 

y e a r a . They have a lways r e f u a e d to pay 

t a x e a , a l l o w t h e i r c e t t l e to be d i p p e d , 

or move i n t o demercated a r e a s . ( P o s t 

7 9 . 1 2 . 2 4 ) . 
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The i n i t i a l p e t r o l - b o m b i n g on 

December 15 th vas i n response to the 

rounding up of a l l u n v a c c i n s t e d s t o c k , and 

t h e i r impounding a t the Seahago pound; 

t h i a l a d to a round of murdara v arson and 

v i o l e n c e t h a t l a s t e d u n t i l t h e M i d d l e of 

F e b r u a r y t h i a y e a r . 

A f t e r the p e t r o l - b o m b i n g , 72 people 

v a r a chargeo v i t h p u b l i c v i o l e n c e , b u t 

the caaa vaa poatponad u n t i l Herch 1 2 t h 

becauaa a number of the accuaad ware 

e i t h e r i n h o s p i t a l or i n d e t e n t i o n . The 

accuaed v e r a r e l e e e e d on R20 b a i l , but on 

December 31st an appea l vaa isade to the 

Supreme C o u r t f o r an o r d e r r e s t r a i n i n g t h e 

s u p p o r t e r s o f t h e C h i e f from h a r a s s i n g 

the a c c u a e d . T h i s vaa a f t e r H a t l o v 

C r k e l i n a N a t l a l a , the a l l e g e d l e a d e r o f 

t h e Congress People end a r e l s t i v e o f the 

C h i e f , vaa dragged from her hose and 

n e a r l y k i l l e d ( P o a t 7 9 . 1 2 . 3 1 ) . 

There seems to have been a l u l l i n 

the v i o l e n c e - a t l e a s t t h s t r e p o r t e d in 

the Press - u n t i l t h e f i r s t week i n 

F e b r u a r y . On Honday 4 t h F e b r u a r y the f i r s t 

r e c o r d e d o r g a n i a e d r e t a l i a t i o n by the 

C h i e f ' s a u p p o r t e r a took p l a c e ( P o s t 

8 0 . 0 2 . 0 7 ) . One sen d i e d and aeven v e r a 

i n j u r e d when houses v e r e razed t o the 

ground by p r o - c h i e f members o f the H s t l s l s 

t r i b e . 

Sunday Poat of 6 0 . 0 2 . 1 0 , c a r r i e d a 

h o r r i f i c s t o r y sbout f u r t h e r e v a n t a in 

t h e a r e a . I t seemed t h a t the C h i e f ' s 

s u p p o r t e r s had gone a l l o u t to f i n a l l y 

c o n t r o l the Congreaa People and t h a t 

" c h a n t i n g mobe o f Lebova government 

e u p p o r t e r a v e n t on a f o u r day rampage 

a g a i n s t the Congreaa P e o p l e " . (Sunday 

.Poet S O . 0 2 . 1 0 ) . 

By n o * , many of the Congreaa People 

had gone i n t o h i d i n g or had f l e d the arae 

v h i l e t h e i r houssa v e r s l o o t e d and r a z e d 

t o the ground. The Sunday Post s t o r y i s 

i l l u s t r a t e d by tvo photographs: one i s o f 

a young man covered i n b l o o d a f t e r b e i n g 

a t t a c k e d . One of the a t t a c k e r a i s r e p o r t e d 

to heve e a i d when q u e a t i o n e d t h a t " T h i a 

t h i n g i s a Congreaa . I t r e f u e e a to d i e . 

We have been h i t t i n g i t but i t doea not 

d i e . " 

The o t h e r photogreph i s of a young 

man, h i e t r o u a e r e around h i s n e c k , b e i n g 

l e d o f f t o be b e a t e n by a group of young 

people ( i n c l u d i n g e m a i l c h i l d r e n ) c a r r y i n g 

k i a r i e a . 

H e e n v h i l e , t h e Lebova Commissioner of 

P o l i c e * B r l g s d i e r W van Z y l , d e n i e d 

a l l e g a t i o n s o f cont inuous b u r n i n g s and 

a s s a u l t s . To ld o f photographs of the 

e v e n t a , he r e p l i e d "The p o l i c e cannot be 

e v e r y v h e r e a l l the t i m e . I t i a p o s a i b l e 

t h a t t h i s i s h a p p e n i n g . " 

I t ahou ld be r e a l i s e d t h e t e t the 

s tmt t i m e , p o l i c e v e r e s t e y i n g i n t e n t s 

neer the t r i b e l o f f i c e end road b l o c k e 

v e r e s e t up s t t h e e n t r a n c e t o t h e s r e e 

( P o s t 8 0 . 0 2 . 1 1 } . I t vss s l s o s a i d t h a t I t 

vaa m a i n l y Congress People t r y i n g to 

r e t u r n to t h e i r homee vho v e r e b e i n g 

a r r e a t e d a t the r o a d - b l o c k s * 

Assuming t h e t ons r e j e c t s ' f a c t i o n 

f i g h t ' aa an adequate e x p l a n a t i o n f o r 

the events d e s c r i b e d a b o v e , numerous 

q u e s t i o n * s p r i n g to m i n d . Hov do the 

Congress Psople gs t t h e i r name, vhy have 

they r e f u a a d to a c c e p t any governmenta l 

e u t h o r l t y , vhy ehould auch i n t e n e e 

v i o l e n c e break out a t t h i a t ime? The r e s t 

o f t h i s a r t i c l e a t t e m p t s to p r o v i d e eome 

ensvers to these q u e s t i o n s . 

Ths H s t l a l a t r i b e compriss the second 

b i g g e s t t r i b a l a u t h o r i t y i n the Seehego 

a r e a . Thia a r e a seams t o be one of the 

f i r s t p laces vhere the measures env iaaged 

t o improve t h e p r o d u c t i v i t y o f the 

r e a e r v e s were imp lemented . The 1936 Trust 

end Lend Act vas f o l l o w e d by a a t a t e m e n t 

o f p o l i c y made by the S e c r e t e r y f o r N a t i v e 

A f f a i r s i n vh ich he a p o k e . o f a o i l e r o a i o n , 

o v e r - s t o c k i n g end p o p u l a t i o n pressure on 

t h e l e n d ss the main reasone f o r t h e lov 

l e v e l of p r o d u c t i v i t y in the r e s e r v e s . 

The s o l u t i o n d s v i s e d vas not a p o l i t i c a l 

one s d d r a e e i n g i t a e l f t o quea t iona of 

unequel l e n d d i s t r i b u t i o n end the e f f e c t s 

of s m i g r a n t l abour system on e u b s i a t e n c e 

end peasant f a r m i n g . I t vae r a t h e r a 

t e c h n i c a l s o l u t i o n . The vay t h a t the 

r e s e r v e p o p u l a t i o n vaa to s u p p o r t i t s e l f 

vas through a r e o r g a n i a a t l o n of the l a n d . 

There vaa t o be a r i g i d d i v i s i o n of the 

area i n t o r e a i d e n t i e l , a r a b l e and g r a z i n g 

areas v i t h c r o p - r o t s t i o n snd r o t a t i o n a l 

g r a z i n g to be i n t r o d u c e d . The moet c e n t r a l 

e lement i n these B e t t e r m e n t schemes (aa 

they v e r e o f f i c i e l l y c a l l e d ) vaa t h e 

l i m i t a t i o n o f e tock i n an a r e a t o a 

s t i p u l s t e d c e r r y i n g c s p a c i t y . 

"Those vho r e f u s e d p l s n n i n g are thoae 
vho d i d n ' t v e n t to be r u l e d by the 
c h i e f t a n e e e a f t e r t h e death o f t h e i r 
c h i e f bscauae they d i d n ' t v e n t to be 
r u l e d by a vomsn. The o ther reason i s 
t h s t they d i d n ' t v s n t t h e i r land to 
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be decreased because they wanted 
t o keep t h e i r lands end more stock 
and plough ae much as they v e n t * 
L e s t month we had a f i g h t and the 
oppoeers v e r a f o r c e d t o come i n t o 
the a r e a . 5 were k i l l e d , 17 b a d l y 
i n j u r e d and 260 houses were b u r n e d . 
They c o u l d n ' t c l a i m t h e i r damages 
because they were nqt r e c o g n i s e d by 
the government , but t h i n g e cooled 
dovn when they egreed t o s t a y i n the 
p lanned a r e a s . Irfhet made us to f o r e s 
the oppoeers in the a r e s i s t h a t thsy 
used t o h o l d s e c r e t meet ings o u t e i d e , 
end b r i n g t r o u b l e s i n the a r e a . Then 
people s a i d the b e t t e r way of main­
t a i n i n g peace i s t o f o r c e them to 
come i n t o t h e a r e a so t h a t they c o u l d 
see them when they h e l d m e e t i n g s . As 
they s t a r t e d t o pay texee they hope 
they w i l l s t a r t to work t o g e t h e r 
now." 

(An account o f t h e M a t l a l a u n r e a t by 
one of the members o f the M a t l a l a 
t r i b a l a u t h o r i t y ) . 

These measures s t r u c k a t the ve ry 

f o u n d a t i o n s of what was l s f t of t h e r e s e r v e 

economy. I t i s i n t h e r e e i s t a n c e t o these 

and o t h e r meaeures t h s t the r o o t e of the 

p r e s e n t M a t l a l a v i o l e n c e e r e t o be found . 

For the t e c h n i c e l s o l u t i o n s t h e t p l a n n i n g 

p r o s c r i b e d c o u l d n o t s o l v e any of the 

problems c r e s t e d by the wider economic 

end p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n . 

The d i v i s i o n of l a n d i n t o th ree areaa 

meant t h a t i n the m a j o r i t y of caaee people 

l o s t a a u b s t a n t i a l amount of l a n d . The 

p l o t which f e m i l i e e had ploughed eround 

t h e i r homes was r e s t r i c t e d t o between 1 

and 5 morgan i n a l a r g e l e n d b l o c f a r 

eway from p e o p l e ' s homes. More i m p o r t a n t , 

and i t i s here t h a t the moet a u a t s i n e d 

r e s i s t a n c e t o b e t t e r m e n t i s t o be f o u n d , 

i s the r e e i s t a n c e to c e t t l e c u l l i n g . 

C a t t l e c u l l i n g once egs in i s e t e c h n i c a l 

e o l u t i o n t o e p o l i t i c a l problem - t h a t 

of the lack of l a n d in r e s e r v e s * as w e l l 

aa the meaaures which stoppsd peop le 

g r a z i n g t h e i r a tock on ' w h i t e ' and on 

crown l a n d . The a t t e m p t s t o c u l l c a t t l e , 

o f t e n the only w e a l t h a c c e s s i b l e t o people 

has th roughout South A f r i c a r e s u l t e d i n 

de te rmined r e e i s t a n c e . So too i n the 

M a t l a l a a r e a . 

However, b e f o r e the p r e e e n t t r o u b l e s 

can be put i n e f u l l c o n t e x t , t h e r e i e 

another s t r a n d t h s t must be exsmined. 

This i e t h e e f f e c t of the 1951 Bantu 

A u t h o r i t i e s Ac t on the people l i v i n g i n 

the r e s e r v e s . I t i s probable t h a t one of 

the f a c t o r s m o t i v a t i n g paeeege of t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n which amongst o ther t h i n g s 

e n a b l e d c h i e f a to be depoeed or i n s t a t e d , 

was the need t o c o n t r o l those c h i e f s who 

r e s i s t e d government meaaures such es 

p l s n n i n g . Thie i e o b v i o u e l y r e l a t e d to 

the main f e a t u r e of the Ac t which through 

e v a r i e t y of mechanisms turned the c h i e f s 

i n t o s e l a r i e d government o f f i c i a l s . 

R e s i s t a n c e to Bantu A u t h o r i t i e s and t o 

b e t t e r m e n t srs c l o s e l y r e l a t e d end the 

M a t l a l a a r e a i e no e x c e p t i o n . 

While i t hes n o t been p o s s i b l e t o 

gather any i n f o r m a t i o n ae t o the p r e c i e e 

d e t a i l s of what happened in the p e s t i n 

the M a t l a l a a r e a , c e r t s i n c luee are 

e v e i l e b l e . Reporte such as t h s f o l l o w i n g 

from the Depar tment of N s t i v e A f f a i r e 

show c l s e r l y t h a t t h e r e e i s t s n e e i n the 

M a t l a l a area has a long h i s t o r y , and t h a t 

i t i s u l t i m a t e l y r e l a t e d t o t h e 

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n of Bantu A u t h o r i t i e s and 

be t tsrment schemee• 

The 1 9 4 9 - 5 0 r e p o r t of the Department 

of N a t i v e A f f a i r s s t a t e a t h a t 

" A c t i n g C h i e f J o e l . M a t l a l a was 
murdered by h is own p e o p l e . D u r i n g 

. October 1950 a l a w l e s s s s c t i o n of the 
M s t l a l a t r i b e took the lew i n t o t h e i r 
own handa and s toned s c t i n g C h i e f 
J o e l M a t l a l a to d e a t h . Four r i n g * 
l e a d e r a ware found g u i l t y and 
sentenced to d e a t h . " 

A g a i n , the 1950-51 Report of t h e Depar tment 

of N a t i v e A f f e i r s s t a t e s t h s t 

"The u n r e s t in the M a t l a l a l o c a t i o n , 
P i e t e r a b u r g , has not y e t c o m p l e t e l y 
a b a t e d . The t r i b e i e s t i l l w i t h o u t a 
sn o f f i c i s l l y recogn ised c h i e f , and 
i n e t i g e t o r s have been d e p o r t e d . The 
e t t l t u d e of the people t o the 
e d m i n i s t r a t i o n i a f a i r l y a a t i e f e c t o r y . 
Oppos i t ion to c o n t r o l meaaures , s tock 
l i m i t a t i o n and r e h a b i l l t a t i o n schemee 
i e e t l l l b e i n g encountered but i a 
more p a s s i v s than i n the p a s t . " 

The 1952 r e p o r t once nore r e f e r r e d to 

the M a t l a l a area i 

" I n the M s t l a l a d i s t r i c t i n P i e t e r a ­
b u r g , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e appoin tment 
of an o f f i c i s l l y recogn ieed c h i e f , 
c e r t a i n e lements c o n t i n u e to cause 
t r o u b l e . Recourse had t o be made 
to t h e Governor G e n e r a l ' s removel 
o rdere under Sec t ion 5 of the N e t i v e 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n Act and a number o f 
the a o r e troublesome t r ibesmen heve 
hed to be depor ted . * 1 

The above f ragments s r e t e n t a l i e i n g l y 

b r i e f , but they do n e v e r t h e l e e s i n d i c e t e 

c l e a r l y t h e t the p o l i t i c s of the M s t l a l a 

a r e a a r e r e l a t e d to c o n t r o l meaaures, 

t o the Bsntu A u t h o r i t i e s Act and to 

b e t t e r m e n t schemee, 

The f a c t t h a t the u n r e e t at t h s t t ime 

spsnned s t l s a a t 3 i f not more years 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t the re i s e l i k l l h o o d t h e t 

the re must have been eome o r g a n i s a t i o n * 

Thia r a i a e s - t h e q u e s t i o n of o r g a n i s e d 
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p o l i t i c a l i n v o l v e m e n t , and a l s o of vhy 

the o p p o a i t i o n group ahould now be 

r e f e r r e d to ae t h e "Congress Peop le" . 

There i s no w r i t t e n e v i d e n c e t o i n d i c a t e 

t h a t the ANC v e r e a c t i v e in the a r e a , 

but aa i n the r i a i n g s i n Sekhukhunelend 

i n 1957 the l i n k a on an ' o v e r t 

o r g a n i s a t i o n a l l e v e l may be t e n u o u e , but 

a s t r o n g p o s s i b i l i t y e x i s t s t h a t the ANC 

v e r e i n v o l v e d i n t h e a r e a . 

L a s t l y , t h e q u e e t i o n a r i s e s aa to 

vhy o v e r t v i o l e n c e ehould have broken o u t 

sga in l a a t y e a r * The immediate anawer o f 

courae l i e s i n the a t tempts by r a n g e r s 

and o f f i c i a l a t o v a c c i n a t e e t o c k . But t h i a 

begs s f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n - vhy should ths 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Department have i n t e r v e n e d i n 

an ares t h a t a c c o r d i n g to t r i b a l 

c o u n c i l l o r s had not been touched f o r a t 

l e a e t 25 yeara7 
• 

There i a an u n e x p l a i n e d r e p o r t i n the 

Rand O a i l y H a i l of 2 8 t h August 1 9 7 8 . I t 

s t a t e s t h a t 63 H a t l a l a t r i b e s m e n who vere 

c o n v i c t e d under a wrong p r o c l a m a t i o n had 
• 

t h e i r c o n v i c t i o n s and sentences aet a s i d e 

i n the Supreme C o u r t . The c o n v i c t i o n a had 

been under the R i o t o u a Aeaembl iea A c t . Thia 

m igh t be the b e g i n n i n g s of the p r e s e n t 

u n r e s t . I t c e r t a i n l y r e l a t e s to a renewed 

i n i t i a t i v e by the Department of A g r i c u l t u r e 

from 1978 both t o r e p l a n a r e a a where the 

o r i g i n a l p lann ing had f a l l e n away, and to 

p l a n a r e a s t h a t have t h u s f a r remained 

unplanned* I t i a p o s e l b l s t o t e n t s t i v e l y 

suggest t h a t the ent renchment on Bantuatan 

ideo logy and the r e l a t e d d e v o l u t i o n of 

f u n c t i o n s o f c o n t r o l f rom c e n t r a l g o v e r n ­

ment t o 'homeland' a d m i n i s t r a t i o n i a o n * 

reason vhy p l a n n i n g i a a g a i n b e i n g pushed. 

(As the c o n t r a d i c t i o n s r e l a t i n g t o the 

'homeland ' system s h a r p e n ~ aa the v e r i o u a 

Bantuatan a d m i n i s t r a t i o n * f i n d themselves 

dumped v i t h sn e v e r - i n c r e a s i n g p o p u l a t i o n 

of unemployed, o l d and s t a r v i n g , t h s nsed 

f o r c o n t r o l becomes s t r o n g e r . P l a n n i n g i s 

b u t one of the ways to secure c o n t r o l f 

and to s t i f l e e l l o p p o s i t i o n ) . 

The r e s i s t a n c e of the Congreea People 

i s grounded i n the a t t e m p t s to p r e v e n t 

the a l i e n a t i o n of both l a n d and c a t t l e . 

The u l t i m a t e e f f e c t of the Bantu A u t h o r i t i e a 

Ac t i e t o t u r n r e a i a t a n c e d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t 

t h e c e n t r a l government i n t o e a i t u a t i o n 

vhere the d i v i s i o n s end s p l i t s t h a t they 

have i n e t i t u t e d mean ..that tvo groups 

who u l t i m a t e l y share the asms oppress ion 

a r e f i g h t i n g each o t h e r . I n the esse of 

t h e H a t l a l a p e o p l e , both those who have 

accepted and those who have r e j e c t e d 

p l a n n i n g shsrs a s i m i l a r m a t e r i a l 

s i t u a t i o n . The i ssue hss become one of 

power, and the c o n f l i c t over the peat 

20 or JO yeara hee taken on a new 

dimension in t h s t s u p p o r t f o r 'Lebova 1 

and i t a a t r u c t u r e e i a an i ssue t h a t i s 

i n c r e a a l n g l y i m p o r t a n t -

L a s t l y , v h i l e i t would asem t h a t f o r 

tha moment anyway, the Congreea People 

have bean c ruahed , the f a c t o r a which cauaed 

them t o r e a i a t d i e p o s a e e a i o n f o r so long 

can only i n t e n s i f y . I n c r e a s i n g l a n d l e e a n e s s , 

unemployment, p o v e r t y and a t a r v a t i o n 

must u l t i m a t e l y be the m a t e r i a l f a c t o r s 

t h a t w i l l break through t h e ideo logy of 

'homeland independence ' and r e v e a l t o the 

H a t l a l a t r i b e s m e n t h a t t h e i r s t r u g g l e 

i e n o t a g a i n s t each o t h e r b u t a g a i n e t the 

a t r u c t u r e e which oppress t h e * . 

THE PRESS 

I n an e n a l a v e d s t a t e the r u l e r s 
form end aupply the o p i n i o n s of 
the p e o p l e . Th is i s the mark by 
which despot ism i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d ; 
f o r i t i s the power by which des­
pot ism i s begun end c o n t i n u e d , * . 
Among the most p o w e r f u l advocates 
and a u x i l i a r i e s of theee abuaea we 
must c l a s s . . • n e w s p a p e r s . 

from Samuel T a y l o r C o l e r i d g e 

Prospsctus f o r * The Ustchman' 

( 1 7 9 6 ) 

I AH a w h i t e j o u r n a l i s t w o r k i n g on a 

nevapaper ovnsd by one of the four major 

Press groups i n South A f r i c a . I have 

v r i t t e n t h i e a r t i c l e not to o f f e r s o l u t ­

ions to the problems f a c e d by myse l f and 

my c o l l e a g u e s i n t h e commerce! ! p r e s s , 

but t o poee some o f those prob lems. I 

hope by do ing so to g e n e r s t s some k i n d of 

response from those whose f u n c t i o n hes 

become t o m y s t i f y i n s t e a d of to c l a r i f y . 

I f my p e r c e p t i o n o f those problems i s a t 

f a u l t , perhaps t h a t too w i l l add to an 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g of them - I am, a f t e r a l l , 

t h e p r o d u c t of my background, and t h a t , 

f o r my e n t i r e work ing l i f e , hae been the 

commercial preaa i n t h i a c o u n t r y . 



I d e n t i f y i n g the commercial press as 

a l l i e n of thoae who r u l e and t h e i n s t i t r 

u t i o n s which e n a b l e them to do t o i a not 

t o much a r a d i c a l c r i t i q u e of the press 

as a t a u t o l o g y . Newspaper owners and man­

agers , vho u l t i m a t e l y d e c i d e who dec ides 

what goea i n t o our newspapers, a r e no 

d i f f e r e n t from the owners and managers of 

any o ther p r o f i t - o r i e n t e d i n s t i t u t i o n s ; 

t h * i r i n t e r e s t s a r e i n m a i n t a i n i n g the 

s t a t u s quo o r , a t moat , changing i t tu 

meet t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . I t would be r i d ­

i c u l o u s to expect a n y t h i n g e l s e from them-

or from t h e i r a p p o i n t e e s , t h s i r e d i t o r s . 

Ex tend ing the l o g i c downwards, i t 

would seem t h a t e d i t o r a a r e e q u a l l y 

l i i t e l y t o appoin t t h e i r i d e o l o g i c a l 

a l l i e s aa r e p o r t e r s , s u b - e d i t o r s e t c . 

8 u t t h e r e i a a myth s u r r o u n d i n g the 

p r o f e a a i u n of J o u r n a l i s m - a l a r g e l y 

m e d i a - c r e a t e d myth - t h a t j o u r n a l i s t s 

a r e seekers out of t r u t h and exposers 

of e x p l o i t a t i o n and c o r r u p t i o n , t h a t 

j o u r n a l i s t s a r e the guard ians of the 

r i g h t s of the p e o p l e . 

The r e s u l t i s t h a t the p r o f e s s i o n 

a t t r a c t a not only u n i n t e n t i o n a l advocates 

of the dominant i d e o l o g i e a of our s o c i e t y 

but thuae who f o r l o r n l y hope t o c h a l l e n g e 

them. 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , and t h i a i s where the 

problems of myse l f and my c o l l e a g u e s in t 

l a t t e r group b e g i n , they e n t e r a work 

s t r u c t u r e t u n e d , through long e x p e r i e n c e 

tu g i v i n g the l e a s t o f f e n c e to the g r e a t ­

e s t number, s u r v i v a l of the f l e x i b l e , n o t 

ul the f i n e s t . 

Iney e n t e r i n s t i t u t i o n s where f rame-
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works f o r j u d g i n g 'newswor th iness* havo 

not auddenly aprung to l i f e in i s o l a t i o n , 

but have grown up i n the s o c i e t i e s i n 

which the newspaper , and more i m p o r t a n t l y , 

tnosa who w r i t e and produce them, f u n c t i o n , 

h e c r u i t s t o the p r o f e s s i o n a r e t h e r e f o r e 

taught the c r i t e r i a of what c o n e t i l u t e s 

newa and what i s n ' t i m p o r t a n t . The i r 

'news senee* grove in the newsroom. "News 

judgement 1 i s n o t something i n b o r n and 

brought i n from o u t s i a e , but i s a s e l f -

p e r p e t u s t i n g s e t of va lue - judgements * 

decease of the n e c e s s i t y of d a i l y 

and weekly p u b l i c a t i o n , newspapers have 

a l s o grown to r e l a t e o n l y to those events 

t h a t a r e , t i m e - w i s e , r e p o r t a b l e . S i t u a t ­

ions or c o n d i t i o n s in s s o c i e t y sre not 

' n e w s * , they o o n ' t happen at r e g u l a r i n t e r ­

v a l e . Cvents d o . 

Something t h a t happens on Monday 

n i g h t is r e p o r t a b l e i n lussday m o r n i n g ' s 

newspaper. The l i f e e t y l e of m igran t l a b ­

o u r e r s l a n o t . At best i t i a 'background* 

u n t i l aomeone r e l e a s e s a study of t h a t 

l i f e s t y l e on a Monday n i g h t . 

Of c o u r s e , t h a t someone has to f i t 

ths d e s c r i p t i o n of a ' n c ^ v u r t h y person 1 

a member of t h a t e l i t e beat deacr ibed 

hero as ' q u o t e e s ' - but more o f t h a t 

l a t e r . 

A l l of which p a i n t s a f a i r l y d iamal 

p i c t u r e of l i f e i n a newsroom which Jour -

n a l i a t a themselves would v i g o r o u s l y r e j e c t * 

The f e e l i n g t h a t one i s ' d o i n g something* 

by q u o t i n g a quotee oppoaed to a p a r t h e i d 

does much tu a l l e v i a t e o ther f e e l i n g s of 

a l i e n a t i o n from one*s commodity. 

I t is t h a t ' s o m e t h i n g ' t h a t I and my 

co l l eagues do a t our t y p e w r i t e r a and com­

pute r t e r m i n a l s every d a y , and the way in 

which t h a t * e o m e t h l n g ' beams out a more 

c o n a e r v a t i v e a u b l i m i n a l meassgs than any­

t h i n g our e d i t o r a w i t h which I am concer ­

ned h e r e . I t would oe p o i n t l e a a to exam­

ine here the groaaer aapects o f rscism and 

aexiam i n h e r e n t in women's p a g e s , e x t r s 

e d i t i o n s , r a c i a l c a t e g o r i s a t i o n of thoae 

i n tne 'news* or g i r l i e p i c t u r e s - Host 

of theme s r e p a r t of the unchangeable 

framework fed to us as ' t h s t ' s what our 

readers w a n t 1 . 

But i t i s c o n v s n t i o n a l viadom t h a t 

we aa J o u r n a l i s t s can decide whet our 

resders th ink a b o u t , not how they t h i n k 

about i t . 

The S t e r ' e r e c e n t survsy o f b lack 

reeponsee t o the S i l v e r t o n e i e g e shows 

t h a t d e s p i t e the s c r e e n i n g h e a d l i n e s of 

' k i l l e r t e r r o r i s t s ' and ' i n n o c e n t v i c t i m s 

o f t e r r o r ' , about 90 per c e n t of Sowatans 

had a p o s i t i v e response to the a c t i o n . 

Which aeems t o bear out the con­

v e n t i o n a l wiadom. b u t a couple of o t h e r 

examples g ive the l i e t o i t . 

The recent a t tack on 8ooysena 

p o l i c e a t a t i o n was d e s c r i b e d by p o l i c e ss 

u n p r o f s s s i o n a l , and the f a c t t h a t 1>0 

b u l l e t s and three rtPG rockets were f i r e d 

w i t h o u t h i t t i n g anyone, seeme t o bear 

t h i s o u t . Which feeds another medie myth 

- g u e r i l l a s in A f r i c a a r e sent i n w i t h i n ­

s u f f i c i e n t t r a i n i n g . To put i t i n contex ts 

Only one b u l l e t i n 25 000 k i l l e d snyone 

d u r i n g the Korean war , so the Bouysens 

g u e r i l l a s w e r e n ' t too bad a f t e r a l l , 

but how many j o u r n a l i s t s or i h e l r readers 



knew that? They accepted t h e ' u n p r o f e s s ­

i o n a l ' l a b e l and a l l t h a t i t I m p l i e d . 

The second example 

A second example i s the murder of 

Or R ick T u r n e r . Because the murder «ae 

seen ss an i s o l a t e d e v e n t w i t h o u t any 

c o n t e x t u a l background by the j o u r n a l i s t s 

r e p o r t i n g on i t , they accepted the p r e p o s ­

t e r o u s c l a i m by an u n i d e n t i f i e d te lephone 

c e l l a r t h a t the murder vae c a r r i e d o u t by 

' t h e ANC and Black Power Movement* . 

Durban e e c u r i t y p o l i c e d a a c r i b e d the 

o l e i m aa ' v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g ' - and a page 

one l e a d was b o r n . That I t vea a b s o l u t e l y 

r i d i c u l o u e t o enyone w i t h an ounce of 

l o g i c m a t t e r e d not a t a l l t o the w r i t e r a , 

s u b e d i t o r s and n i g h t e d i t o r a o f South 

A f r i c a . They o b l i g i n g l y f e d t h e i r 

readere an obvious l i e which i n t r u d e d 

a g a i n snd a g a i n i n eubeequant r e p o r t a 

of t h e murder , and no doubt l i v e s on i n 

the minds of many South A f r i c a n s ss 

f a c t . The papers which f e s t u r e d t h e 

ANC murder c l a i m moet p r o m i n e n t l y , s u b ­

s e q u e n t l y r e f u s e d t o c s r r y o f f i c i a l ANC 

d e n i a l s - on the dubioua grounda t h a t 

they could not l e g a l l y quote the ANC, 

a l t h o u g h they had had no problem q u o t i n g 

the *ANC and Black Pover Movement* e p o k e e -

msn on the n i g h t of the k i l l i n g . 

Another e x a m p l e ; i f s newspaper 

r s s d e r v e r e t o read of a mine management 

d e c i s i o n t o condemn over >Q miners t o 

d s s t h by s e a l i n g them i n a mine i n which 

a f i r e v a s r a g i n g , becauee t o a l l o w the 

f i r e to c o n t i n u e would have atopped p r o d ­

u c t i o n , the reader would o b v i o u a l y be 

h o r r i f i e d ' * A mine was in f a c t s e a l e d i n 

t h e Weetern T r a n a v a a l i n 1978 t o k i l l a 

f i r e . More than JO b lack miners were l e f t 

to d i e i n e i d e . But becauae the preas ueed 

the o p i n i o n s of the mine management as 

f a c t and s s i d the men were doomed even i f 

the mine were not s e a l e d , t h e m a t t e r was 

over i n th ree daya and nobody q u e e t i o n e d 

the management's d e c i s i o n . 

Our d e a f e n i n g s i l e n c e snd c o r r e e p o n d -

i n g p u b l i c complacency on the p o t e n t i a l 

dangers of Koeberg i s s n o t h e r case i n p o i n t . 

As i s the n e s t c a t e g o r i s a t i o n of s t r i k e s , 

d e m o n e t r s t l o n s , a n d r i o t s aa i l l e g a l a c t a 

by u a i n g cr ime r e p o r t e r a t o r e p o r t on them. 

Then the re l a t h e mat te r of t h e *. 

q u o t e e s . Ths people we q u o t a , mors than 

a n y t h i n g e l a e we d o , puta ua s o l i d l y on 

the a ide o f thoee who b e n e f i t f rom t h i s 

s o c i e t y . 

I t i s o b v i o u a l y i m p o r t a n t t o 

ge t the v l e v a of thoae who r u l e u a . 

But q u o t i n g the O f f i c i a l O p p o s i t i o n ? 

Even the moat e n t h u s i a s t i c PFP auppor te r 

muat r e a l i s e t h a t i t a e r v e a l i t t l e 

f u n c t i o n but to l e g i t i m a t e t h e i d e a of 

South A f r i c a n democracy. H a r r y Schwar t2 

haa no e f f e c t on m i l i t a r y p o l i c y * but we 

quote him on a l l t h i n g s m i l i t a r y . L i k e ­

wise Raw. Sura the men e t e i t h e r end of 

t h e SAOF's r i f l e s would be more r e l e v s n t ? 

I n s t e s d of q u o t i n g psss o f f e n d e r s on the 

h o r r o r s of paaa l a w a , we quote Suzman and 

H o t l s n s , who have never h i d to l i v e 

through thoee h o r r o r a . 

On the S i l v e r t o n a i e g e we quoted t h e 

I n e t i t u t e f o r the Study of T e r r o r i a m , t h e 

Freedom F o u n d a t i o n and a lmost anybody e l a e 
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i r r e l e v a n t we c o u l d f i n d * Only The 

C i t i z e n had the i n i t i a t i v e to a c t u a l l y 

c o n t a c t t h e men r e a p o n s i b l e f o r the s t o r y , 

the t h r e e g u e r i l l a s ! t h e y t e l e x e d the V o l k a -

kaa b u i l d i n g ) . 

The way we uae our quoteea t e l l s our 

r e a d e r s t h a t t h e r e i a a group of people 

who have an i n h e r e n t ' n e w s w o r t h i n s s s ' , " 

who j u s t a r e i m p o r t a n t . T h e i r v iews srs 

the most v a l u a b l e we can f i n d . And the ** 

f a c t t h a t none of theae quotees a r e 

c h a l l e n g i n g any of the fundamenta ls of 

our s o c i e t y cannot pass u n n o t i c e d * 

The message i s c l e s r i the moet v a l u a b l e 

v lewa vere can f i n d a r e a e y i n g t h a t 

the e t r u c t u r e a of t h i s a o c i e t y a r e 

c o r r e c t . And thoee v iews e c c s p t the 

v s l u e systsms imposed by t h e oppressor * 

and e x p l o i t e r s , evsn whsn d i s a g r e e i n g w i t h 

them. 

We a r e t r y i n g to t e l l our readere 

t h a t these people a r e i m p o r t a n t . I n our 

o b j e c t i v e view and what they a r e eey ing 

i a the t r u t h . What we should be t e l l i n g 

them l e t h a t our q u o t e e a , our d e f i n a r a of 

i s s u e s , sre mere ly t h e b e s t we can f i n d 

becauss many o f the people who would 

o t h e r w i s e be i m p o r t a n t are banned, i n j a i l 

i n e x i l e , or p a r t of a a o c i a l a t r a t u m w i t h 

which we have no c o n t a c t . We ehould a l s o 

i n f o r m our readere t h a t the re a r e probably 

many ' l e a d e r s ' among f a c t o r y workers and 

farm l a b o u r e r s w i t h whom we have never 

come i n t o c o n t a c t , becauae they a r e n o t , 

l i k e M o t l a n a , on the t e l e p h o n e . And t h a t 

t h e r e e r e probably dozens o f l a b o u r l e a d e r a 



v i t h Far g r e a t e r const i t j e n c i e s than OUT 

q u o t e e e , b u t ve hev* never met them because 

ve r a r e l y r e p o r t on l abour m a t t e r s except 

from en employer v i e w p o i n t , end then only 

when the re i a an event - a d i s p u t e . 

And t h a t ve spend moot of our t ime 

i n town eo ve d o n * t have much c o n t a c t 

v i t h r u r a l r esponse* t o the syetom. 

Of c o u r s e , ve d o n ' t t e l l our r e a d * 

e r e any o f t h a t . We i m p l y t h a t v h e t ve 

are f e e d i n g them i e e v a l i d , broad 

epectrum of o p i n i o n . And because of 

d e a d l i n e s , ve d o n ' t hsve t i n e t o d e f i n e 

our quoteae f o r o u r s e l v e s , ve l e a v e t h a t 

to our r u l s r s . So even i f South A f r i c e n 

nevepapere had n o t r e c o g n i s e d the Muzoreva 

reg ime , tha amount of epece ve devoted 

t o h ie mouthlngs i m p l i e d our r e c o g n i t i o n 

f o r u e . UEOJ the b iahop vee ae I m p o r t a n t 

as a r e a l prima m i n i s t e r , ve i m p l i e d . 

QEDt the i n t e r i m regime vae v a l i d . 

QEUt the i n t e r n a l e l e c t i o n vae v a l i d and 

Mugabe end Nkomo v e r e t h a r e f o r e a n t i ­

de mocra t i c end thua t e r r o r i s t - . L ikewise 

v i t h Namibia and South A f r i c a . Armed 

c laahee a r e i s o l a t e d , u n a i t u a t o d e v e n t e . 

G u e r i l l a e a t t a c k f o r no o t h e r reason than 

t h a t they neve guna . Which d o e s n ' t mean 

w have t o I n c l u d e a l i s t o f a l l i n j u s t i c e s 

ever p e r p e t u a t e d I n South A f r i c a i n e v e r y 

s t o r y ve v r i t e on g u e r i l l a c o n f l i c t , b u t 

ve could c h a l l e n g e our q u o t e e s t o d e f i n e 

vhet they say in a l i g h t l y b r o a d e r terme 

t h e m Handela i s g u i l t y of h i g h t r e a s o n . 

There i s s presumpt ion i n v h a t ve 

v r i t e and tha vay ve v r i t e i t o f auppor t 

f o r l i b e r a l , d e m o c t e t i c p r i n c i p l e s -

unless our quotees a p e c i f i c a l l y deny . I f 
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ve a r e to g ive our quoteea c r e d i t f o r t h a t 

b e l i e f , ve have e duty t o f o r e s them, 

through our q u e s t i o n i n g , to l i v e up to 

t h s t b e l i e f . To a l l o w t h e Koornhofs end 

Oppsnheimers f r e e r e i n t o eay v h a t they 

l i k e about an i ssue and to a l l o v them to 

d e f i n e the terms in which they apeak 

about i t i a to a l l o v them apace to p r o p -

egandiee t h e i r ovn i d e o l o g i e s . I t i a not 

oa lence or t r u t h . 

To e l l o v a po l i cemen to d e f i n e the 

terms i n vh ich ve r e p o r t a d e m o n e t r e t i o n 

or a s t r i k e , i s t o a l l o v him t o d e f i n e 

p o l i c e a c t i o n ea da fanca o f l i b e r a l , 

democra t ic p r i n c i p l e s . 

Our assumptions of l i b e r a l d e m o c r a t i c 

p r i n c l p l a e have been o u t f l a n k e d by PW 

Botha 's 'change or d i m 1 , end the upaurga 

of propaganda a d v o c a t i n g ' f r e e ' e n t e r p r i s e . 

Our s t o r i s s 

The e u b l i m i n e l meessge of our s t o n e s 

vee t h s t ve vented change and f reedom, 

Ws'vs got them and we d o n ' t knov hov to 

reapond t o them. 

We need t o do store then f i n d s n o t h e r , 

more a c c e p t a b l e q u o t a s . We need t o exemine 

the presumpt ions i n h e r e n t i n e v e r y t h i n g 

ve v r i t e or ve v i l l f ece t h e p o e e i b i l i t y 

i n t h e coming years of becoming, aa the 

j o u r n a l i a t a of Rhodeaia d i d , a c t i v e eupp-

o r t e r e of t h e i r r u l e r s ' r e p r e a a i v e l d e o l ­

o g l e e r e t h e r then v h a t ve e r e nov , pmeeive 

purveyore of thoee l d e o l o g l e e . They d i d 

not e t e r t o f f ee C o l e r i d g e ' e * advocates 

and e u x l l i e r i e e ' e i t h e r , they vere j u e t 

j o u r n a l i a t a . 

The e o l u t i o n i e not to ge t o u t of the 

commercial p r e s s , Ue a r e e t u c k , f o r 

b e t t e r or f o r v o r e e , i n i t . The B r i t i e h 

l abour movement hse not been a b l e , d a a p i t e 

50 y e a r s ' e f f o r t t o get en a l t e r n e t i v e 

n a t i o n a l paper o f f the ground . The h i a t -

ory of Spark , Nev Age, The Guard ian e t c , 

• and the e l o v d e a t h o f The Voice demon-

e t r s t e the f u t i l i t y of even c o n s i d e r i n g 

i t i n South A f r i c a 

The 100-odd l e v a t h a t l i m i t v h a t vm 

v r i t e , and the conservat ism o f our 

e d i t o r i a l e x e c u t i v e e , meke our teek more 

d i f f i c u l t , but they do not p r e v e n t i t . 
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AUTONATION: 
control of 
worker and 
machine 
THIS a r t i c l e l a an attempt to focua a t t a n t l o n 

on changee occurring in tha labour procaaa 

( t h a manner i n which machines and paopla 

combine to produca items) dua to tha • t h i r d 

technological r e v o l u t i o n ' * which i a 

character ised by tha c o n t r o l of machines 

and i n d u s t r i a l procaaaaa by meane of 

e lec t ron ic apparatuses* Tha t h i r d technolo­

g i c a l revo lu t ion i s tha change from meehan-

laad production to automated product ion, and 

rapraaanta the c u l m i n a t i o n of tha meta-

morphosee of tha meane of production* 

I t i a alao re fe r red t o aa tha e lec t ron ice 

revo lu t ion* 

Throe aspect* of th ia revolut ion i n 

tha naana of production w i l l ba conaldaradi 

Tha a f f a c t on labour; 

Tranda I n South A f r i c a ; 

Cxamplee* 

a ) Tha a f f a c t a on labour i 

Automation of production i a aaan by tha 

o r i g i n a t o r of cybernet ics* Norbert wiener* 

aa a great l i b e r a t i n g f o r c e * in t h a t ' i t 

givea the human race a new and moat e f f e c t i v e 

c o l l e c t i o n of mechanical alavaa to perform 

i t a labours1 • However* technologlcel 

advancea only have a l i b e r e t i n g e f fec t i f 

tney f ree human labour from dagreding end 

dangerous occupations* I f labour l a forced 

to compete y i t h the mechenical alavaa 

created by advancing technology then i t 

l e elao forced to accept the condit iona of 

alave labour* 

The i h d u a t r i a l r e v o l u t i o n , by i n t r o ­

ducing mechanisation* devalued the et rength 

of human labour — no human could compete 

•ga ins t st%am or e l e c t r i c power. Many c r e f t a 

aurvivad and a k i l l e d ar t iaana l i k e carpanteraf 

mechanics* e tc * were i n i t i a l l y not th rea ten ­

ed becauae t h e i r s k i l l s were mental a k i l l a 

to a la rge ex ten t . 

uJith the advance of technology and 

increee ingly through the uae of automated 

machinery, i t i a not only tha et rength of 

l i v i n g labour t h a t i a being develued but 

alao tha mantel a k i l l a * A a k i l l e d f i t t e r 

end turner can ba replecad by e numerical ly 

cont ro l led aechlne ( t o quote a machine—tool 

eupp l ie r t 'wherever you go people ere 

wenting to replece oldsr machinee wi th mora 

automated machinery ao they can cut down t h e 

ever—increaainQ problem of labour1 — aee 

Tinea in Indust ry , aupplemant to tha Sunday 

Timea* l a rch 3 0 . 1900 ) . O f f i c e rout lnea are 

computerised and a k i l l e d c lerka become elevea 

to a machine. The aurvivora of each techno-

l o g i c a l revo lu t ion become fewer and fewer 

end the remaining employment opportuni t lee 

requi r ing an underatanding of the production 

procaaa i a reaerved for an ever-decreeeing 

technologlcel and managerial e l i t e * 

I n 1965. e t the F i r e t National Con­

ference on Automation and Computation, the 

Senior Vice-President of TUCSA/Tom Murray, 

aald <*«* the impl icet iona of cybarnation 

are causing l i t t l e or no concern to the 

average South Afr ican worker* Indeed, the 

overwhelming major i ty of tha workers* the 

unak i i i ad non-Unite labour f o r c e , are quite 

unewere of the evolut ion of mechinoe that 

w i l l , w i t h i n e metter of decedea, e l iminate 

them from the workplace1 . Thia achoee the 

concern expresaed by Wiener. He found 

t h e t a t the l e v e l of ehop atewerd tha t rade 

anion o f f l c i a l e of ten d id not have tha 

broad t ra in ing needed to enter i n t o the 

l a r g e r p o l i t i c a l , t e c h n i c a l , aoc io logica l 

and economic questions raised by the 

progreaa of automation* 

The e d i t o r i a l of South Afr ican Labour 

B u l l e t i n of November, 1978 ( 4 , 7 ) mentiona 

two eapacte of chengee in the labour procaae 

brought about by technological progreaet 

d e e k i l l i n g of occupatlona, and reduction i n 

the size of the work fo rce . Three atudiea 

examining trenda in a general engineering 

f i r m , e de i ry and the f u r n i t u r e induatry are 

published in the aama iaaue* The conclu-

a lon drawn i a t h a t : 
Tha forcee thet erode a k i l l a are too 
powerful for organlaatlona on a c r a f t 
end race baela to provide lae t lng 
protect ion of e x l e t i n g a k i l l e and 
p r i v l l e g e a * The r e a l iaauee et atake 
f o r the trede unione l e to be atrong 
enough to be able to bargain and exert 
a degree of contro l over tha whole 
labour procaaa ao aa to t r y and bene­
f i t e l l workere* 

To t h i a mey be added t h a t fu ture generetione 

of workora ehould not ba forgot ten* 

Uhilo i t l e important to be awere of 

the d e e k i l l i n g procaaa brought about by 

incteeaing mechaniaetion and automation, i t 

l a hot the a k i l l e d workar who w i l l loae 

most. Due to the lncreeeing concentration* 

of Production neceeei tated by more c a p i t a l 
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intoneive product ion, tha economic baaa I n 

r u r a l oreae and smell communitiee w i l l 

d e t e r i o r a t e . Tha paopla Mho stand to losa 

• o a t ara the young, tha undereduceted, t h t 

unek i l l ed workers, tha l s i d - o f f workoro wi th 

outmoded * k i i i s and tha unemployed i n thoaa 

areas whore economic etegnet ion hat resul ted* 

tmploymsnt requirements for automation 

in South Af r ica vara pradictad i n 1969 by 

GA Harvay. According to h i * tha requirsmente 

would boi 3 530 graduates (engineers) 
6 730 technicisna 
3 650 non-matriculants 

in the period 1968-73, 

The expected s h o r t f a l l for non-metr i -

culmnts " a 364* S 410 f o r tochniciane and 

2 250 f o r graduate engineers, Thi§ shows the 

expected trend as automation i s incressed, 

i e mora s k i l l e d lebour i s required, and 

axple ine the cont inual demand for s k i l l e d 

labour by Industry* This t rend does not 

change ee i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n progreeoeo and 

in the EEC countr iee the re te of change of 

employment i n the per iod 1969-73 had 

decreased t o 0,72 while tha r a t e of change 

in output wes 5 . 3 9 , Thlo meene thot fewer 

people are required in production^ but t h s t 

a t the eeme time more i e being produced. 

Linking t h i e t rend to the employment 

requirements l i s t e d sbovs ind lce tes that ae 

sutomstion i s introduced the demand w i l l be 

f o r s k i l l e d labour, but the s k i l l s required 

w i l l be those nssded to service and maintein 

tha ever mora complex machines* The e k l l l e d 

a r t i a a n who was in tha f r o n t l i n e of production 

w i l l ba replecsd by sn eutomsted production 

process under the contro l of an unsk i l l ed 

machine operator . Employment opportuni t ies 

w i l l a lso show a r e l a t i v e decl ine aa product­

i v i t y i e increesed. 

Often the s k i l l s required w i l l ba new 

s k i l l s making s k i l l s acquired previously 

obsole te , 

b ) Trende i n South A f r i c a i 

I n order to competm on i n t e r n e t i o n e l msrkets 

and to e t t r e c t inveetment c a p i t a l . South 

Afr ican indust r ies must menufecture accord­

ing to i n t e r n a t i o n a l standards snd at costs 

competi t ive wi th thoee of the advanced 

c a p i t a l i a t count r iee . To meet theea 

raquiremente the loce l manufacturing t e c h -

niquea muat be i n l i n e w i t h thoee of the 

advanced countr iee* 

Rodern manufacturing techniquee are 

increas ingly bslng eutomoted, the reaaone 

for t h i e being: 

i * To increeee the contro l of management 

ovsr ths production process* and, therefore* 

over lebouri 

l i * To e l im ina te the human elemsnt i n 

manufacturing* 

Incresssd control moan* ba t te r planning and 

the e l im ina t ion of t lm«_waating and unpro­

duct ive procedures. 

By e l im ina t ing the human element i n 

production higher and mora coneletent 

standards csn be maintained* In short 

production rune the costly re ta in ing of 

labour i s e l i m i n a t e d . 

C lear ly modern industry i s c a p i t a l 

intensive and not labour i n t e n a i v a , f o r 

South Afr ican industry the dr ive to modern­

i s e appaara to ba a contrad ic t ion dua to the 

large acale unemployment snd e v e i l s b i l l t y 

of a cheep labour supply. The South Afr icen 

i n d u s t r i s l i s t would hes i ta te before 

nodernleing, as a labour-saving aschine i s 

only ueed i f l t e coot i s o f f s e t by the saving 

in lsbour costs and tha incraaaed p r o d u c t i ­

v i t y due to i t e uee* 

Tha South Afr ican s t s t e regards 

i n t e r n e t i o n e l trade l inks ss s t r a t e g i c a l l y 

important snd would encourege Sn lncreeeing 

i n t e g r a t i o n in to i n t e r n e t i o n e l trade - t h i e 

requirse modernisation of South Afr ican 

i n d u a t r i e e . The wiehshn ^ntt R lekert 

Commissions rspresent some rssponsss by the 

e t e t e * In p o r t i e u l a r the c rea t ion of th# 

Nat ional PI en power Commission (NHC) csn bs 

ssen in t h i e l i g h t . I t e p r i n c i p a l functions 

w i l l b e t 6 

i , to snslyse the o v e r a l l menpower e l t u e t i o n 

by reeearch in to tha design, planning and 

modernieation of manpower programmaei 

1 1 , to keep e cloee watch on developments 

on the i n t e r n e t i o n e l lebour f ron t ; 

i l i * cont inual ly to evaluate tha a p p l i c a ­

t i o n and ef fect iveneee of labour l e g i s l a t i o n 

and p r a c t i c e . 

I n generel the recommendetione of the 

Commleoione w i l l hevm the fo l lowing e f f e c t e i 

i * creete a ateble urbsn lsbour fores which 

w i l l be i n s p r i v i l e g e d poe i t ion r e l a t i v e to 

migrsnt lebour i 

i i * encourege the t r e i n i n g of lebour to meet 

the demande of modernieation. Tor t h i s t o 

be v iab le a etebls labour force i e neceteery. 

This would mean higher pay f o r thoee 

included in the o v e r e l l p lan* but p r o d u c t i v i t y 

would be h igher i 

i l l . removal of the unemployed end under­

employed from urben ereee, 

Tha s t a t e ' s response i e to co-opt a 

eect ion of the block lebour force by scaring 
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the prosperi ty generated by incroeeed 

p r o d u c t i v i t y wi th them, 

c ) txempfeei 

Thraa main ereee of automation can be 

i d e n t i f i e d * * 

i . E lec t ron ic Data Proceesing {LDP) 

I n t h i a araa e l e c t r o n i c computers ara uaad 

for proceeeing of informat ion in tha insur-% 

enco, banking and other mainly c l a r i c a l 

branchaa of eccupetion, neny c l a r i c a l and 

a a c r a t a r i a l funct ions* even in smaller 

businesses, ars baing taken ovar by m i n i -

coaputara or e l e c t r o n i c a l l y cont ro l led 

machines, 

Tha main banaf i t t o management doaa 

not der ive from automation of rout ine 

c l a r i c a l dut ies but from tha informat ion 

proceealng c a p a b i l i t i e s of e l e c t r o n i c 

computers* EOP providea menagement w i t h 

a aourca of informat ion enabling them to 

oxorcieo grooter c o n t r o l ovar t h e i r organ-

i o e t i o n s , incraeaing e f f i c i a n c y and products 

i v i t y . 

l i t Procosa Control 

Thia i a uaad i n d i r a c t contro l of tha 

production procaaa in indust r ies l i k e -

oetro—chomicol ( tha moat advanced a p p l i c a ­

t i o n ) ; pulp and paper induatry * thaea hava 

been increas ingly eutomated and tha expected 

expenditure on automation over tha f i v e 

yaara 1969-73 use R16 f15-m| ore r e t r i e v a l i n 

mining* a t a a l r o l l i n g m i l l s and tne m e t a l l u r ­

g i c a l i n d u o t r i e e . 

i l l * Advanced mechonieetion or small acale 

automation 

In t h i s f i e l d automation i s being i n t r o ­

duced in to eectore which t r a d i t i o n a l l y hsva 

been labour i n t e n s i v e . 

Such indus t r i es ara onaa in which batch 

production has dominstad over f low l i n e pro­

duct ion . Product iv i ty has bsen low becsuse 

of poor mechine u t i l i z a t i o n . Two examples 

ara tha metalworklng Induatry and tha 

garment industry* 

In metalworklng numerically cont ro l led 

machines are replacing s k i l l s held by s k i l l e d 

machine apera tora , Tha l a t a e t generat ion of 

thasa machines era extremely f l e x i b l e and 

uae micro—computers to control operet iooe* 

These machines or* leae expensive today 

than t h e i r predecessors of ten yeara ago 

end ere aui tad to batch production becauae 

of tha graeter f l e x i b i l i t y inherent in 

computer cont ro l * 

The c loth ing induetry i s eheracter ieed 

by low c a p i t a l costs and high labour inter* -

a i t y . Changing fashions and the complexity 

of production have precluded the design of 

purpose b u i l t machines* The micro e l e c t r o n ­

ics revolut ion l e changing t h i e end ee l f 

programming robot erms are being produced 

f o r uae in cu t t ing* Layout of patterna on 

tha c lo th to minimise westage nee been 

conputerleed (eg at the Cdgor'e factory at 

Tonoaet) , I n f e e t a v i s i t to a m u l t i n e t i o n a l 

owned fectory leg Heng Ten) w i l l show that 

in tha germent industry the competi t ive 

edge ia no longer labour costs but technology 

employed* 

Tha i n t r o d u c t i o n o f autometed production 

and control procaeaee i a baaed on the 

e lec t ron ica r e v o l u t i o n . Labour i a not only 

e f f ec ted in induat r ies which are being 

autometed out elao in induat r iee producing 

equipment f o r automation, A s t r i k i n g 

example i a tne manufacture of e l e c t r o n i c 

telephone exchangee. In tha UK in changing 

over from electro-mechanical to e lac t ron ic 

exchangee ovar 90% of the work force employed 

on the production of e lectro-mechanicel 

exchangee was made redundent« 

wherever e lec t ron ic c i r c u i t e are used 

i n equipment they ere designed for esse of 

maintenance and r e p a i r . So-cal led s k i l l e d 

e lec t ron ica 'enginaere ' or ' t echn ic ians ' 

are of ten people wi th no more than a month 

or two's t r a i n i n g . Their a k l l l a conaiat 

of ualng diagnoat lc aide to trace a poaeible 

f a u l t to e p a r t i c u l a r sub-module ( u n i t ) which 

i a replaced. The f a u l t y module i e e i t h e r 

repaired by a small workehop s t a f f , or alee 

thrown away aa scrap, A t y p i c a l example 

of t h i e l a the t e l e v l e l o n rece iver repe i r 

bueineea. Thie doe* mean that a country 

cen use high technology techniquee without 

ever bui ld ing up the beelc e k i l l s * and th ia 

leeda to greater dependency on sourcss of 

theee s k i l l e l i k e m u l t i n a t i o n a l companies 

and e x p e t r i a t e e . 

Another example of s k i l l s being devalued 

through the uae of e l e c t r o n i c c i r c u i t r y i s 

in the watchmaking induatry* or in South 

A f r i c a , t * » M t c h repair induet ry . D i g i t a l 

e l e c t r o n i c wetchee ehould l a e t a l i f e t i m e 

wi th only per iodic bat tery replacements 

requ i red . Repaira ere not worth the coet 

due to the ever dacteesing p r i c e s . tfetch 

r e p a i r e r s could there fore be of ever leas 

relevance* 

Further examples of sutomated production 

ara b r i e f l y l i a t e d i 

- computerieed e l e c t r o n i c weighing et SA 

T i tan Producta, 'Thie w i l l not be an operm-

to r leee p l a n t , , . I t cuts doun on tha amount 



of o p e r a t o r s k i l l r e q u i r e d t o ensure smooth 

and o f f i c i a n t o p e r a t i o n * ( P u l a a , August 1 9 7 4 ) , 

- s u p e r v i s i n g c o n t r o l system a t t e a t D r i e -

f o n t a i n g o l d mine r e d u c t i o n p l a n t , Compu-

t a r a eccompl ieh t h a t e a k s of p l a n t a t a t a 

t a m i n g , a t a t u a d i s p l a y , p i t c h i n g motors 

and p r o v i d i n g t h a o p a r a t o r w i t h accaaa t o 

t h a p l a n t ( P u l a a m a g a z i n e , December, 1 9 7 4 ) . 

- c o n t r o l o f a h o t a t r i p mill a t ISCOft 

( P u l a a , December, 1 9 7 4 ) , 

- q u a r r y i n g * Horagrova q u e r r y i n P o r t 

E l i z a b e t h whore computer c o n t r o l l e d veigh-» 

b r i d g e i a used t o c o n t r o l i n v o i c i n g and a t o r a a 

r a c o r d a aa M i l aa kaap ing a r a c o r d of 

t h a t r u c k f l e e t s . 

C o n c l u a i o m 

Tha main » i * o f t h l a a r t i c l e i t t o c r a a t a an 

auareneae of t h a i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h a e l e c t r o n -

i c a r e v o l u t i o n , 

Trada unlona i n South A f r i c a ahou ld 

f e m l l i e r i s e t h e m e a l v j e w i t h p r o d u c t i o n t r a n d a 

I n i n d u a t r i a a i n t h a advancad c o u n t r i a a 

mm 

trig ee c o u n t r i e e t o #uch c h e n g . a . 
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4 ) 

I ] 
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6 ) 

r - — . . . La ta C a p i t a l ( V « r > 0 , 1 9 7 8 ) p . Q . 

1 3 0 . 

K H a r o i G r u n d r i a e e ( P e n g u i n , 1 9 7 3 > 
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ti u l . n * n C v b e r n a t l c e ( H I T P r e a a , 1 9 6 1 ) . 

GA Harwayi ' S i c i l i a n Manpower Survey f o r 
Automat ion i n South A f r i c a ' ( T h i r d N a t i o n ­
a l Conference SACAC, 1 9 6 9 ) . 

S 3acobaoni • f l i e t o a l e c t r o n l c a • " • > * * • 
T h i r d U o r l d ' ( t f i r e l e e a W o r l d , n a r c h 1 9 8 0 J . 

South A f r i c a n Labour B u l l e t i n , v o l i m e 5 , 

nunbara 2 4 4* 

THE NATURE OF 
POLITICAL 
TRIALS 
0 0 ' p o l i t i c a l t r i a l e ' t a k a p l a c e i n t h a 

c o u r t a o f S o u t h A f r i c a ? S t a t e p r o s e c u t o r s 

d e n y i t v e h e m e n t l y , c l a i m i n g t h a t t r i a l s 

i n v o l v i n g p e o p l e c h a r g e d u n d e r ' s e c u r i t y 

l e g i s l a t i o n ' e r e c r i m i n a l m a t t e r s ; 

g o v e r n m e n t m i n i s t e r a h a v e o b j e c t e d t o t h e 

c a t e g o r y ' p o l i t i c o 1 p r i e o n e r o * b e i n g 

a p p l i e d t o p e o p l e c o n v i c t e d i n s u c h t r i o l e , 

a n d a t l e a a t one S u p r e m e C o u r t j u d g e 

t h r e a t e n e d t o r e p o r t an a d v o c a t e t o h i e 

B a r C o u n c i l f o r r e f e r r i n g t o a t r i e l ea 

' p o l i t i c a l ' . 

Y e t a a t r o n g c a s e c a n be made t h a t * 

a t v e r y l e a o t , t r i a l s h e l d u n d e r ' s e c u r i t y * 

l e g i a l a t i o n ( e a p e c l a l l y t h e T e r r o r i s m A c t . 

I n t e r n a l S e c u r i t y A c t and ' S a b o t a g e ' A c t ) 

do h a v e f o e t u r e e v h i c h d i a t i n g u i s h them 

f r o m m o r e c o n v e n t i o n a l ' c r i m i n a l * t r i a l s , 

e g . m u r d e r , t h e f t , f r a u d a n d ao o n - A 

number o f t h e e e f e a t u r e e a p r l n g t o m i n d 

f a i r l y r e a d i l y j 

1 . I n t h e v a e t m a j o r i t y o f ' s e c u r i t y ' 

t r i a l s , accused p e r s o n s a r e h a l d i n p o l i c e 

d e t e n t i o n f o r l e n g t h y p e r i o d s o f t l s i e 

p r i o r t o b e i n g c h a r g e d a n d a p p e a r i n g i n 

c o u r t . P r o v i s i o n f o r a u c h d e t e n t i o n i a 

made i n . i n t e r a l i a , t h a G e n e r a l L a v s 

Amendment A c t o f 1 9 6 6 ( 1 4 d a y a ) . t h e 1 8 0 

d e t e n t i o n c l a u s e , a n d a e c t i o n 6 o f t h e 

t e r r o r i s m A c t . v h i c h a l l o v a f o r i n d e f i n i t e 

pegs 37 

d e t e n t i o n u n d e r v i r t u a l l y l i m i t l e e s 

p o l i c e c o n t r o l o f d e t e n t i o n c o n d i t i o n a . 

A c c o r d i n g l y , a c c u s e d p e r e o n a i n 

• s e c u r i t y t r l a l a * h a v e u e u a l l y b e e n i n 

p o l i c e c u e t o d y f o r a l o n g t i m e - o f t e n 

t h e v h o l e d u r a t i o n o f t h e i n v e a t i g a t i o n 

a g a i n s t them - b e f o r e a p p e a r i n g i n c o u r t -

I n c r i m i n a l m a t t e r e , e v i d e n c e i e u e u a l l y 

g a t h e r e d a g a i n s t a p e r s o n p r i o r y t o h i a o r 

h e r a r r e e t ; on a r r e e t , t h e a c c u a e d i a 

u e u a l l y c h a r g e d v i t h i n 48 h o u r s a n d e v e n 

I f n o t g r a n t e d b a i l h a a a c c e a a t o f r i e n d e , 

f a m i l y and l e g a l a d v i e o r e . 

I n a a i t u a t l o n o f l e n g t h y d e t e n t i o n 

a n d i n t e r r o g a t i o n , a n a c c u a e d p e r e o n i e 

u n d e r e t r o n g c o m p u l e i o n t o a a e i e t t h e 

p o l i c e i n g a t h e r i n g e v i d e n c e a g e i n a t h i m 

o r h e r . aa v a i l aa a g a i n s t o t h e r e eho 

may e v e n t u a l l y be c h a r g e d i n c o u r t , o r 

u e e d ee v i t n e e a e a . 

2 . The n e x t m a j o r f e a t u r e d i s t i n g u i s h i n g 

' s e c u r i t y ' f r o m ' c r i m i n a l * t r i a l a i e t h e 

q u e e t l o n o f e v i d e n c e l e d i n c o u r t e g a l n s t 

an a c c u a e d . I n a l m o s t a l l s e c u r i t y c e e e e , 

e l l e g e d a c c o m p l i c e s o f t h e e c c u e e d e r e 

d e t e i n e d f o r l e n g t h y p e r i o d s , and p l a c e d 

i n a p o a i t l o n o f h e l p i n g t h e p o l i c e t o 

b u i l d up e c a e e a g a i n s t t h e e c c u e e d ( e 

p e r e o n may be d e t e i n e d u n t i l he o r e h e ham 

a n a v a r e d a l l q u e s t i o n s t o t h e a a t i e f e c t l o n 

o f t h e p o l i c e ) . Once t h e a c c u a e d h e e b e e n 

c h a r g e d , a n d i t h e e b e e n d e c i d e d t o u a e 

a c c o m p l i c e s as v i t n e e a e a , t h o s e 

e c c o m p l i c e e mey b e , e n d u e u e l l y e r e , h e l d 

i n c u e t o d y o n o r d e r o f t h e e t t o r n e y 

g e n e r e l . W h e n much e v i t n e e e i e b r o u g h t 

t o c o u r t t o g i v e e v i d e n c e a g e i n a t t h e 

e c c u e e d . h e o r e h e e r r i v e e i n c o u r t 
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d i r e c t l y f rom c u s t o d y , and l a e f f e c t i v e l y 

in p o l i c e d e t e n t i o n u n t i l the movent they 

e n t e r t h e w i tneae box . 

N o r m s l l y , a w i t n e s s i n a t r i a l l a not 

r e q u i r e d t o answer q u e s t i o n s which 

i n c r i m i n a t e h i m / h e r i n the commission of 

an o f f e n c e ; i f , however , the s t e t e r e q u e e t s 

the p r e s i d i n g judge or m e g i s t r s t e to wsrn 

such a w i t n e a s as an accompl lcs of the 

accused, s l l q u e s t i o n s p u t to the wi tness 

must be snswered i n f u l l t i n c l u d i n g onee 

which i n c r i m i n a t e the w i t n e s s . I f , a t t h e 

c o n c l u s i o n of t h e t r i a l , the p r e s i d i n g 

judge or m a g i s t r a t e i s s a t i s f i e d t h s t the 

w i t n e a s anawered a l l q u e a t l o n e f u l l y and 

t r u t h f u l l y * the w i t n e e a w i l l be g r a n t e d 

an i n d e m n i t y a g a i n s t p r o s e c u t i o n by t h e 

s t s t e i n r e s p e c t o f the m s t t e r s he or she 

t e e t i f l e d o n . This procedure csn bs c s l l e d 

i n t o use f o r s t a t e w i t n e s s s s o n l y , snd 

e x c l u d e s people g i v i n g ev idence f o r the 

d e f e n c e - t 

Accompl ice e v i d e n c e msy be uesd i n 

any t r i a l , and i n d e e d i e used on o c c e s i o n 

i n n o n - s e c u r i t y m s t t e r s . However , the 

procedure l e most commonly found i n 

' s e c u r i t y 1 t r i a l s , p r i m a r i l y becauae of 

the manner of p o l i c e i n v e e t i g a t i o n o f 

such n a t t e r s , i e d e t e n t i o n of e l l s u s p e c t s , 

sa w e l l as o t h e r s who msy poesees 

i n f o r m a t i o n r e l e v a n t to the t r i a l * 

The very s c a l e snd f requency o f the 

uee of accompl ice e v i d e n c e d i f f e r e n t i a t e s 

' s e c u r i t y 1 from * c r i m i n a l ' t r i s l s . 

3 . A n o t h e r f a i r l y r e g u l s r f s a t u r e o f 

s e c u r i t y t r i a l s , which occurs much l e s s 

f r s q u e n t l y i n c r i m i n a l m s t t s r s , i s the 

t e n d e r i n g o f ' c o n f e s s i o n s ' , made by sccuaed 

people w h i l e i n p o l i c e cua tody , aa e v i d e n c e . 

The number of people i n a e c u r l t y p o l i c e 

custody who f u l l y con fess t o s e r i o u e 

o f f e n c e s , i n c l u d i n g the undergoing of 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g o u t s i d e of South A f r i c a , 

possession of arms, e x p l o s i v e s snd 

ammuni t ion , snd meaberehip of banned 

o r g a n i s a t i o n a , i e r e m a r k a b l e . On o c c a a l o n , 

p o l i c e take people i n t h e i r cuetody t o 

m a g i a t r a t e a t o make theee * c o n f e s s i o n s ' i 

o ther t i m e s , the e t s t e m e n t s sre made 

d i r e c t l y t o p o l i c e m e n . (The former 

procedure mskes i t s l i g h t l y e s s i e r f o r 

' the s t a t e t o have such con fess ions 

a d m i t t e d as ev idence i n c o u r t ) . 

The a c a l e and r e g u l a r i t y of such 

con fess ions d i s t i n g u i s h the ' s e c u r i t y * 

snd ths ' c r l m i n s l * t r i a l . One can a p e c u l e t e 

t h a t thaaa con fess ions ars made so 

r s g u l s r l y bsceuse o f d s t e n t l o n p r o v i s i o n s 

which s l l o w p o l i c e such s l a r g e degree o f 

c o n t r o l over a s u s p e c t * c e r t s i n l y 

a l l e g a t i o n s of s s s s u l t , t o r t u r e and m a l -

t r e e t m e n t s r e more r e g u l a r i n ' s e c u r i t y ' 

m e t t a r s than in ' c r i m i n a l 1 caeea where 

the power of the p o l i c e over a auapect l a 

more l i m i t e d . 

4 . I t l a vary unuaus l f o r a pereon charged 

w i t h a e e c u r i t y o f f e n c e t o be g r a n t e d b a i l 

w h i l e a v a i l i n g t r i a l . The a t t o r n e y g e n e r a l 

of t h e prov ince i n which the t r i a l i a to 

be h e l d i s g r s n t e d ths power to r s f u s e b a i l 

i n any o f theee a o r t a of m m t t e r a , and t h i e 

l e now done as a m a t t e r of c o u r s e . The 

a t t o r n e y g e n e r s l or h i s r e p r e e e n t a t i v e 

need not e x p l a i n why b a i l i a b e i n g r e f u a e d ; 

the mere handing in to c o u r t of a 

c e r t i f i c a t e s i g n e d by ths s t t o r n e y g e n e r a l 

i s s u f f i c i s n t to ksep sn a w a i t i n g t r i a l 

pereon i n c u a t o d y . 

I n ' c r i m i n a l * m a t t e r a , accused people 

are usua l l y g r a n t e d b a i l , even i n the 

case of a e r i o u e cherges l i k e murder , rape 

and armed r o b b e r y . I f the a t a t e wiahee t o 

oppose the g r s n t l n g of b a i l , i t hee to 

l e a d ev idence ahowing why b a i l shou ld not 

be g r s n t e d ; the sccuaed msy a t t e m p t t o 

c h a l l e n g e t h i s e v i d e n c e , and ahow why 

b a i l ehou ld be g r a n t e d . The p r e e i d i n g 

j u d i c i a l o f f i c e r then d e c i d e * whether the 

sccuaed ehould be r e l e s a e d on b e i l or 

n o t . I n the m a j o r i t y o f c a s e s , b s l l i s 

g r s n t e d , snd ths s t a t e o f t e n d e c l i n e s to 

oppose t h e g r s n t i n g of b s i l . 

As e x p l a i n e d above, the procedure i e 

very d i f f e r e n t i n the esse of s e c u r i t y 

t r i s l s . 

5. S e c u r i t y lswe themeelvee d i f f e r 

a p p r e c i a b l y from c r i m i n a l l a v . The 

Ter ror ism A c t , f o r e x a m p l e , c r e s t e d 

o f f e n c e s r e t r o s p e c t i v e l y ! w h i l e t h e a c t 

i t s e l f o n l y bscsme lew in 1 9 6 7 , i t was 

e x p r e e e l y made r e t r o s p e c t i v e to 1 9 6 2 . I n 

o ther words , se ts committsd between 1962 

and 1967 which were l a w f u l a t the t ime 

can be charged aa T e r r o r i s m i n terms o f 

the r e t r o s p e c t i v e c lause of t h s t l a w . 

The T e r r o r l e m A c t , under which the 

vest m a j o r i t y of a e c u r l t y t r i a l a t a k e 

p l a c e , a l i o d i f f e r a from c r i m i n a l law 

i n t h a t i t covera ac ta commit ted o u t s i d e 

of the b o r d e r a o f South A f r i c a ( i t i a 

e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l ) , a p r o a e c u t i o n can 

o n l y be brought under t h l a act w i t h the 

e x p r e s s p e r m i s s i o n of sn s t t o r n e y g e n e r s l , 

and i n c s r t s i n c i r c u m s t s n e e s , the onus of 
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proof ia altered. Usually, the state is 

required to prove beyond reasonable doubt 

that en accuaed ia guilty of an offence. 

Under the Terrorise Act, the etete has to 

establish a case againet the accuaed only 

on the face of things (prime facia) , ie 

superficially. Once thia hae been done, 

i t le up to the eccused to prove thst vhst 

haa been established is not an offence. 

(This ie a complex section of the Terroriea 

Act, end hse been deliberately 

oversiBjplified here). 

Final ly, both the Terrorise) snd 

'Sabotage' Acts, aa well aa aectiona of 

the Internal Security snd Explosive Acta, 

provide for minimum eentencea i f an accused 

is found guilty. In ths case of the 

Terrorlem and Sabotage Acts, this is 5 

ysars, no psrt of which mey be suspended. 

Ihe provision of minimum compulsory 

sentencse ia unususl in the caas of 

criminal law, but common in security 

t r i a l s . 

6. Trisle held under eecurity legislation 

differ from criminsl msttsrs in snothsr 

important respects thst of evidence led 

by the etete. I t ie common in eecurity 

mattere for stats witnsssss to give thsir 

evidence in camera, behind cloeed doore, 

with the public excluded end the preee 

forbidden to diecloae the nemos of certain 

witneaaea. I t appeera that a sufficiently 

lerge ssction of the South African public 

considers thst there is a etigma attached 

to the giving of etata evidence in eecurity 

t r ie le for the etete to be concerned 

aoout the ssfety of i ts witnesses. This ie 

by no means ths caae in criminal t r ia ls , 
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which are generally fully open to tha 

public and press. 

7. Even once an sccused hes been found 

guilty in e 'security* t r i s l , hs or shs 

ie trested differently from people 

convicted in criminal matters* They ere 

je l led eepsrately from other priaonere 

(black men on Robben Island, black 

womsn at Potchefstroom or Kroonstsd, 

white men in s special section of Pretorie 

Central). A pereon convicted of e criminal 

offence ie l iable for psrols or remission 

of ssntsnce, and i t is unusual for such 

s prisoner to ssrve hie or her eentence 

in f u l l . Those convictsd undsr security 

legislation ssrve their eentences in fu l l 

to the day, and no parole or remieslon of 

Sentence ie considsred. 

Finally, i t haa recently been ruled 

thet prisoners ssrvlng sentences undsr 

security legislation may not etudy beyond 

matriculation level unleee special 

permission is grantsd. This is not a ruling 

applicable to other priaonere. 

A l l of the festuree lieted ebove show 

thst e clear dietinction exists bstwssn 

the 'criminal' and the 'security' t r i a l } 

when one aOde e further factor, namely 

that of the motivation of accused people, 

the dietinction reechea its clearaet. 

As a general atatement (to which there 

are of courae exceptions), the lndividuel 

criminsl ia motivatsd by personal 

interest*- gain, revenge, profi t and the 

l ike . (Thie motivation does not, however, 

eetabliah the reason for crime i t a e l f , 

ihlch has to be looked for in the very 

etructure of a class-divided society). 

The pereon tried under eecurity laws 

i a , on tha other hand, usually motivated 

by aome ssnss of ldssllsm, a viaion of a 

new and better eociety, a f f i l i e t ion to e 

pol i t icel movement, a atrong senee of 

outrage or grievance, e programme aimed 

at changing aociety, or a combination of 

theae factors. The pol i t ical 'offender1 

is someone working to change reali ty 

according to a plan or programme, and 

util ising specific tactics or atrategiss. 

The dietinction between the -'criminal 

t r i a l and the 'po l i t ica l 1 t r i a l - for auch 

tr ia ls there are in South Africe - ie then 

established. I t should aleo be clear why 

the etete wente to ettech the label 

'criminal' to the pol i t ical t r i a l * Ae a 

recent study erguee, 

* . . . .we must teke eccount of the role 
which criminaliaatlon - the ettschment 
of the criminal label to the 
act ivi t iee of groupa which the 
authorities dsem i t necessary to 
control - plays in legitimieing the 
exerclee of judicial control 
(T)here ie eomething sppeelin^y simple 
about the 'criminal label1 : i t 
reaolvee ambiguities in public 
fsellng Crime ieeuee are cleer 
cut; pol i t ical confllcte are double 
edged Hence the * criminal-
ieetion* of pol i t ical and economic 
conflicts is a central aapect of the 
exercise of eociel control. I t is 
oftsn sccompanied by heavy 
Ideological 'work', required to shift 
labels ebout unti l they etick, 
extending snd widening their reference 
or trying to win over one lebelled 
section egainet another." 
(Policing the crisis_s mugging, the 
state t and law and or_de1T* 5 H a l l e t 
a l , M a c M i l l a n , 1 9 7 9 : 1 8 9 - 1 9 0 ) . 



I t i t p r e c i s e l y t h i s dynamic Which 

19 beh ind the ongoing c o n f l i c t over whet 

to c e l l c e r t a i n c e t e g o r i e e of p o l l t l c e l 

e c t l v i e t e - • t e r r o r i o t e ' , ' g u e r i l l a a ' , 

o r ' f r e e d o m f i g h t e r e ' . The e t a t e ' a a t t e m p t 

to l a b e l a c t i v i t y ae ' t e r r o r i e t ' , even 

when no a c t of v i o l e n c e l e a n v l o a g e d , or 

where v i o l e n c e l e d i r e c t e d a g e l n e t e t e t e 

or e t r e t e g l c p r o p e r t y * i » p e r t o f the 

proceee of ' l a b e l l i n g 1 c e r t a i n e o r t e o f 

A c t i v i t y , end thereby g i v i n g I t the 

etmoephere o f the c r i m i n a l , r a t h e r then 

the p o l i t i c a l . 

U l t i m a t e l y , the q u e s t i o n of whether 

c e r t e l n ee ta o f t r i a l e I n South A f r i c a 

ere ' c r i e U n e l ' or ' p o l i t i c a l ' l e not 

r e a l l y a l e g a l q u e s t i o n , nor one of c a r e f u 

d e f i n i t i o n } the q u e e t l o n r e t h e r d i r e c t a 

one t o r e a l i a e t h a t the re e r e c o n f l i c t * 

i n g i n t e r e e t a a t p l a y , a d o p t i n g d i f f e r e n t 

l a b e l s i n an a t tempt t o l e g i t i m a t e t h e i r 

wor ld v lewe and prograemee on how s o c i e t y 

ahould be reshaped , end who ehould be 

ehap ing i t . I heae e r e the re-el i eauee 

beh ind the d i a t i n c t i o n e between the 

p o l i t i c a l and the c r i m i n a l , t h e l e g i t i m a t e 

end the i l l e g i t i m a t e . 
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COURTS 
TCfiRORISn ACT TRIALS. 

A l l y K h o l i a i l e lumkwane ( 2 2 ) 9 Uevid Oumleanl 

Aadune ( 2 0 ) , end Bongtnkoai Pat r ick 

fteloole ( 2 4 ) # 

Chervi l Three counts ijndar the Terrorism Act . 

Count 1 a l leged thet between September 1976 

end June 1979, Lumkwehe (eooueed number 1 ) 

underwent m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i n Swaziland, 

nocambique, Angola antj/or the Soviet Union* 

Lumkwene wee alao ells-gad to have recru i ted 

Sydney Gumbl, h ie 2 c^-accused (Raduna end 

H a i e e l a ) , ae w e l l ee three people l l e t e d aa 

Alpheue, Bieau and 3a*k , f o r m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , 

fladuna end n a l e e U were eccueed of 

undergoing m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i n nocamblque 

during Denuary/februery 1979 , 

Count 2 dea l t wi th the a l leged a c t l v l t i e e of 

the eccueed, i n co*oporotion wi th the ANC 

end/or l t e m i l i t a r y wing, Umkonto we Sizwe* 

Lumkwane wee a l laged to have t re lned 

var loue people , Including ftodune and n e l e e l e , 

f o r the purpoeeo of g u e r i l l a war fare i e l l 3 

eccueed were charged wi th planning to k i l l or 

i n j u r e people* and cause damage to government 

and p r i v a t e proper ty* Theao e l l ega t iona 

r e l a t e d i n t e r a l i a to a planned et teck on the 

Dobeonvl l le po l ice e t a t l o n , and a mission to 

tfhitteloea in the t a a t e r n Cape, where tha l o c a l 

magietrate and pol ice a t a t l o n were to be 

a t tacked . 

Count 5 dea l t wi th tha poeaeseion of arms, 

explosives and ammunition, inc luding TNT, 

p l e e t i o exp loe ivee , hand-grenadee, SHE sub-

machlneguna and c a r t r i d g e s . 

According to the summery of fscts which 

the e t e t e intended to prove a t the t r i a l , 

Lumkwane l e f t South Af r ica in September 1976 

end Joined Umkonto we Sizwe, the m i l i t a r y wing 

of the ANC* Af ter having been t r a i n e d , ha 

egreed to r e c r u i t people in South Af r ica f o r 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , and to ass is t i n t h e i r 

fu ture t r a i n i n g . 

He croeead the South Afr ican/Swazi land 

border on verioue occaeione between October 

1978 end 3une 1979* On one of theee occaeione 

he brought exploeivee wi th him, end burled 

them e t Jeppee Reef , which l e e border poet 

between the two countr ies* 

During January/february 1979, Lumkwane 

recru i ted fteduna end naise la for m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g * The three t r a v e l l e d to nocamblque 

v i a Swazi land, where ftaduna end nelee le 

underwent m i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g * Lumkwane 

eeeieted in t h e i r t r e i n l n g * 

They returned to South A f r i c a in 

Februery 1979 In poesession of eras and 

ammunition which they burled i n a s p r u i t 

near Nofo lo , Soweto* Short ly a f terwards , 

Lumkwane took enother perty of ANC r e c r u l t e 

out of South A f r l e e , re turning on ebout June 

22nd 1979* 

He took up residence in en outbui lding of 

a Oube houee in Soweto, end aeeumed tha 

i d e n t i t y of Sydney Cumbi, who was one of the 

r e c r u l t e he had taken out of South Af r ica for 

t r a i n i n g . He car r ied felsm dooumentetlon in 

aupport of t h l e f e l a a i d e n t i t y * He etored two 

handgrenadee in a disused r e f r i g e r a t o r in the 

outbui ld ing which he wee occupying* 

Lumkwene wee arrested e t t h l e Oube houss 

on June 2Bth 1979| a f t e r having been handcuffed 

he managed to escape, but was re-cepturad 
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a f t e r a chaso. 

Aft#r h ie a r r e s t , Lumkwane pointed out a 

apot to pol ica a t Jeppec Reef, where oxplooivee 

were found burtaci. Gune and ammunition wore 

pointad out t o p o l i c a by a l l three aocuced i n 

Soweto* 

Ouring July 1979, Lumkwane damonatratad 

tha conatruotion of a home-made explosive 

davica to tha po l ica ) i n Auguet, ha 

damonatratad h ia f a m i l i a r i t y t i l th tha 

assembly and operat ion of an a n t i - a i r c r a f t 

gun t o an o f f i c e r i n tha South Af r ican 

Oefence Force* 

Tha t r i a l opened i n tha Kmmpton Park 

Supreme Court on 16th Kerch 1980, before 

jus t i ce van Oyk, Lumkwane, the f i r e t accused, 

pleaded g u i l t y to undergoing m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g , and poaeeaalng arma and explooiveo* 

but not g u i l t y to r e c r u i t i n g people for 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , ea w e l l ae a l l tha 

a l l a g a t i o n a contelned In count 2 . 

rieduna pleaded g u i l t y to undergoing m i l i t a r y 

t r e i n i n g # and possession of arma and 

ammunition, but not g u i l t y to the a l legat ions 

eet out i n count 2* 

The a t a t e accepted the pleaa of fleduna 

and Maiee le , Inc luding the not g u i l t y plea 

tendered on count 2; Lumfcuene'e plea of not 

g u i l t y r e l e t i n g to the recruitment of o thera f 

and tha count 2 e l l e g e t i o n e * waa not accepted 

by tha a t a t e . The evidence lad in the t r i a l 

accordingly d e a l t only wi th those a l l ega t ions 

which Lumkwane had pleaded not g u i l t y t o * 

Tha f i r e t four ui tneaeee ca l l ed by the 

e t e t e were r e l e t i v a a or f r ienda of the people 

a l l e g e d l y recru i ted by Lumkwone* Their evidence 

wee of a N i n l y formal nature , ea tab l iah ing 

that the people recru i ted had dieappeered from 

t h e i r homes suddenly, and had not subsequently 

been aeon* In add i t ion to t h i e the fether of 

Sydney Cumbi (whoee i d e n t i t y Lumkwane 

assumed on re turn ing t o South A f r i c a ) 

t e e t l f i e d that a reference (paaa) book made 

out i n the name of Sydney Gu»bi contained an 

i d e n t i t y photograph of eomeone other than h ia 

eon Sydney* 

Tha e te te *e next witneee wee Lleutenent 

Adrien P ie te r van Niekcrk , a member of the 

eecur l ty p o l i c e , Oohn Voreter Square, and 

inves t iga t ing o f f i c e r in t h i e caee* He to ld 

the court that he had prav iouely been involved 
• 

i n invee t lga t lng tha caee againet Demee nenge, 

an ANC g u e r i l l e who received the death eentenca 

i n the recent ly concluded Treaeon T r i a l held 

i n P ietermar l tzburg (aee tfork In Progress 1 0 . 

end 11 f o r d e t a l l e of t h i e t r i a l ) . 

On the night of 27th June 1979 he and a 

l a r g e number of p o l i c e eurrounded houee 1840 

Dube, i n Soweto* They aearched tha outside 

roome, end there found Lumkwane, who claimed 

t h a t hia name waa Sydney Gumbi, and produced 

e reference book made out in that name t o 

substant iate h ia c la im* Lumkwene waa a r r a e t e d * 

Van Nlekerk than continued to eearch the 

Dube houae, but on heering a nolee* went 

outside* Ha raa l i aed that Lumkwane had 

attempted to oecape, but waa receptured a f t e r 

p o l i c e opened f i r e on him. 

On tak ing Lumkwane to John Voreter Square, 

he admitted that h ie HK (Umkonto we Sizwo) 

nemo wee F e l i x * Ven Nlekerk knew of thet neme 

from h ia i n v e e t l g e t i o n of the Jamea Flange 

caee, where three people had planned en 

a t tack on the p o l i c a e t a t i o n and maglotrete 'o 

court at W h l t t e l a e a , Eastern Cape* Of the 

membere of the group, flenge had been known ae 

David Plbele, Petrue Kwadi waa known ae Roots, 

whi le the t h i r d member waa Lumkwane ( F e l i x ) * 

The main evidence ageinet Lumkuane wee 

contained in 2 b r i e f etatementa he made to a 

magistrate ehor t ly a f t e r h ie a r r e e t , and a 

longer statement made to the pol ice come time 

l e t e r * I n thoee etetemente, Lumkwane admitted 

i n t e r e l i a thet he had planned miesiona to 

a t tack the Dobaonvl l le p o l i c e e t a t i o n , end the 

l o c e l mogietrote'o court at tfhltteleea* 

On the basis of the evidence l e d , the 

pleae tendered by the eccuoed, and the 

etetemente made by Lumkwcne, a l l accueed were 

found g u i l t y under the Terror lem Act i 

I n Lumkwanm'o caee, t h i e r e l e t e d to a l l 3 

counta, whi le Radune end naiee la were found 

g u i l t y on two counte (undergoing m i l i t e r y 

t r e i n i n g , and poaaeealon of erme and 

ammunition* 

Af ter the defence had led evidence i n 

m i t i g a t i o n of eentence, given by Profeaaor 

B* Helm, d i r e c t o r of the echool of aoc la l 

work at the Univere l ty of Cepe Town, the 

fo l lowing eentencee were paaaed by Just ice 

van Oyki 

Lumkwane received 6 yeare on eech count , i e 

end e f f e c t i v e eentence of 10 yooro> 

Meduna and Kaisslo were sentenced to 5 yeare 

on each count, to run concurrent ly , 

i e an e f f e c t i v e eentence of S vssrs . 

(Kempton Park Supreme Court , 8 0 * 0 3 * 2 8 ) . 

Jeremiah Kgokong R a j a t l a d l ( 2 3 ) , Thaml Gerald 

flkwonczl ( 3 8 ) , Ronald Cphraim Itemoepo ( 1 8 ) , 

Lebogang Chriaty Hokone ( 1 8 ) , Petrue Kere l 

Sanabe ( 2 2 ) , Andrew floeti Phala ( 1 8 ) * Oeacon 

S i k i b e l a Rathe ( 2 2 ) , Cornel ius naphet i 

Leouw ( 1 8 ) , and a 16 year old youth* 
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Ch i rp t t T o r r o r l e a * Cer ta in of the occueed i n 

t h i s t r i a l had boon detoincd pravioualy by 

aaour l ty p o l l c a i for oxeaple, Ronald naaoepa 

was hald I n datant lon between flay and July 

1978, and again I n flay 1979 In connection v i t h 

a p a t i t i o n to apara tha l i f e of ANC g u e r i l l a 

Solomon Flahlangu. 

Chr la ty Hokona and Patrua Sanaba vere 

datainad I n 1978* and i n Jum of that yaar 

y e n chargad wi th oabotage, togathar wi th 

Anancla flolepo and Lucaa 8odlba. Thia t r i a l 

d a a l t t i l t h a potrol-boab at tack on tha hoao 

of an A t t e r i d g o v i l l e achool p r i n c i p a l during 

February 1978, and i t l a thought to havt baan 

an ant l -Gentu education at tack* A l l 4 war* 

found g u i l t y on a l t a r n a t a counta of araon and 

a e e a u l t , and vara aantancad t o 12 aiontha 

iapriaonment, and 6 leohoo* 

On June 1at 1979p p o l l c a ovoopod on a 

nuabor of paopla raaidant i n tha A t t o r i d g o v l l l a 

tovnehip, Jupt Hoot of P r e t o r i a . At laaat 5 

youtha and a Journal iot vara datainad i n thaaa 

ra lda i Thaai nkvenezi , attachad to tha Poat 

nevepaper wee ar raatad v h i l e on a praaa 

aeolgnaont i n P r e t o r i a , whi la Andre* Pha le , 

Khanda llaeengo, Patrua Sanaba, Ronald ftaeoepe 

and Chr la ty Hokona vara datainad i n A t t a r i d g a ­

v l l l a i t e e l f * 

f lkvonezi, a aanior eenber of tha J r i t e r e ' 

Aaaociat ion of South A f r i c a (UASA) a t tha t l M 

of hia d a t a n t l o n , had baan ar raatad t v i o e 

pravioualy by BophutheTevenen p o l l c a i on ona 

occaalon ha vaa chargad v i t h aavaral othara 

f o r attandlng a aeet lng convanad by tha Huaen 

Rlghta Congraaa <HRC)f but vaa a c q u i t t e d . 

Subeoquently, tha HRC vaa banned by tha Hengope 

e d a i n l e t r a t i o n . 

Early i n 1979, v h i l a invaa t iga t lng vaga 

l a v a l a in tha Babelegi i n d u a t r i a l a rea , 

flkuenezl vaa ar raatad by 6ophuthaTavanan 

po l ioa and chargad v i t h 2 othar Poat a t a f f 

aeaberei chargaa vara avantual ly dropped* 

Amanda Kvadi , Johannesburg aoc ia l worker 

and f i e n o f of Mkvanazi vaa da ta i l ad on June 4th , 

presumably i n connection v i t h th la ceee. Af tar 

193 daya i n d a t a n t l o n , aha vaa ralaaaad i n 

aid-Oeceaber, 1979. 

Whila in de ten t ion , Mkvanazi vaa taken 

by aecur i ty po l ice t o Poa,t>a Pre tor ia o f f l c e a * 

There hie deek vea aaarchad, and photographic 

negat ive* of a nuaber of youthe vere 

conf leceted* Af tar aoae 30 daya in pol lca 

cuetody, nkvanazi 'e f a a l l y vara p e r a i t t o d to 

eend h ia elaan c lo th ing f o r tha f l r e t t l a e * 

Pr ior to the appearance of the accuaed 

in oour t , Zvelakha S i e u l u , prealdent of UASA, 

end a Journal ia t on tha Sunday Poat. vee 

eubpoenaed in terae of eect ion 20S of South 

A f r i c a ' a C r l a l n a l Procedure Act* Thia eect ion 

eapovere e aeg lo t re to to queatlon any pareon 

about i n f o r a a t i o n in t h e i r poaaeeeion vhlch 

r e l a t e * to a poaalble of fence* 

S ieu lu vaa, according to the eubpoena, 

required to anavar tvo queatione r e l a t i n g to 

telephone oonveraationa a l l eged ly held v i t h 

flkvanasl. The f l r e t queetion dee l t v i t h a 

converaation hald on 23rd Hay 1979, vhen 

nkvenazi apoke to S ieu lu ebout 7 black youtha 

vent ing to leave South A f r i c a becauaa they had 

becoae ' t i r e d of the poreecut ion* , rlkvanazl 

a l l eged ly to ld S ieu lu that the youthe vould 

leave a preea a ta tevent and photographa behind 

In South Af r ica f o r pub l ica t ion a f t e r t h e i r 

departure* 

The eecond telephone cbnvereation 

a l l eged ly took place 3 daya i n t e r , on Play 26 th* 

Here, i t vas claimed, Hkvanazl to ld S ieu lu 

that the forthcoalng boxing patch betveen 

K o l l i e Knoetze end John Tete et flaabatho« 

BophutheTavena, vould be dierupted* He 

re fe r red to e 'contact* of h i e , vho vee the 

ax prealdent of the Penned ( i n 8ophuthaTavana) 

Huaan Rlghta Congreea, and vho vould anaura 

t h a t the mission vould be carr ied out* 

On 6th Auguet 1979 Sieulu appeared in 

f ront of a Pre tor le a a g l e t r a t a , but refueed 

to anavar the question* put to h ia * Ha * a a 

aentencad to 9 aontha lapr iaonaant , but 

releaaed on b a i l pending an appeal* At the 

t i a e of w r i t i n g , t h i e eppeal vaa s t i l l to 

be ergued i n the Supreae Cour t , 

Tha 9 aocuaed in th ia t r i a l f i r a t 

appeared i n cour t on 27th October 1979 -

aoproxlnately S aonthe a f t a r being detained* 

They e l l faced chargaa formulated under the 

Ter ror lea Act* The a t a t a a l leged thet they 

had recru i ted othera to laeve South Af r ica 

f o r a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g w i t h the I n t e n t i o n of 

overthrowing the government by v i o l e n t aeanai 

c e r t a i n of tha accuaed vere alao chargad v i t h 

conepir lng to undergo a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g 

theaaelvee* 

The t r i a l began in tha Pra tor la Regional 

Court on 10th Decaabar 1979, before VF Krugel* 

A v i tneaa ca l l ed by the s ta te , Ceptain 

Tredarlck Nel of the eecur l ty p o l i c e , 

t a a t i f i e d t h a t the e t a t e vee holding 9 

v l tneeeee in p o l l c a cuatody, whi le a fur ther 

2 vere not deta ined. One of thoaa not hald had 

baan aeaaulted end threatened by aavaral 

unknown youtha* In t r i a l a of th ia n a t u r e , 

according to tha v l tneae , i t vaa increaelngly 

coaaon for a t a t a vl tneeeee to be threatened, 
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and on occasion avan k i l l a d . Tho s t a t a 

accordingly spoi led for tha caaa to ba cloaad 

to tha p u b l i c , and raquaatad that tha naaaa of 

wltnassss ba kapt aacra t * Thia app l ica t ion 

was granted by tha praa id lng Maglatrata* 

Ona of tha f i r a t wltnaaaaa ca l l ad by tha 

a t a t a t a a t l f l a d that H a j s t l s d i (accusad numbsr 

1 ) had to ld him that rtkwamazi had aaid that 

thara was a msn in Ga-Aankua who organiaad 

for paopla to go for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g * 

Hkwanazi had alao aakad youths intanding to 

l a a v t South Af r ica to poaa for photographs 

which ha hopad to publ iah onca thay had l a f t 

tha country, 

Anothsr a t a t a witnaaa t a a t l f l a d that tha 

a i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g contamplatad by tha accuaad 

was to ba organiaad by tha ANC* Ha had baan 

agproached by flamoapa (accuaad numbar Z) on 

23rd Kay 1979 on tha quaation of M i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g Ha waa than takan to tha Post 

nswspapar o f f l c a a t tha P r a t o r i a Nawa 

b u i l d i n g f whars ha found Rkwanazl and S 

othar youths, ftkwanazi notad tha nam©* of 

tha youths present , and to ld ths« that thay 

should return tha naxt day to hava t h a i r 

p ioturaa takan* Ha alao t o l d tham that 

arrangamanta had baan aads f o r than to 

undargo M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g * 

Af tar a 16-ysar o ld ca l l ad by tha a t a t a 

rafuaad to qiva svldsncm* tsstimony was givan 

by asabsrs of tha ascur i ty pol lca on tha 

tapping of tha talaphona of Pot t nawapapar 

in P r a t o r i a * Convsrastlons batwaan Plkwanazi* 

n a j s t l a d l snd othara wsra placsd bsfora tha 

cour t , daa l ing w i t h paopla laaving tha 

country for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g * photographing 

auoh paopla* and tak ing a statement from thsm 

to ba publ ic ised onca thay had sa fa ly l a f t 

South A f r i c a * 

Car ta in of tha accusad govs avidanca 

I n t h a i r defence. Thay daniad that thay had 

plannad to laava tha country for m i l i t a r y 

t r a i n i n g , but wara ra thsr attempting to avoid 

po l ics datant ion* Po l ica of tsn dstslnad 

studanta shor t ly bafora tha Duna 16th 

annlvarsaryp and thay had faarad 

datant ion* flkwanazl had photogrsphad 

tha* ao that * i f thay wara dsta insd, tha 

prass would ba In a good posi t ion to run 

a protest atory on datant ion without t r i a l * 

I n Judgement, tha prasid ing magistrate 

r a j a c t a d tha dafanca version* and found that 

R a j a t l a d i and tlfewanazi had conapirad to 

arrange transport f o r a group of 16 paopla to 

laava tha country f o r M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i tha 

othar accuaad wara found g u i l t y of a i t h a r 

bsing r e c r u i t e d , or r e c r u i t i n g othara* 

Ssntsncsi F la ja t lad l and Plkwanazi m 7 yaara* 

Tha othar 7 accuaad. - 5 yaara* 

( P r a t o r i a Ragional Court* 6 0 . 0 3 . 1 1 ) * 

Shaklz l tha O l i v a r Nqubalani ( 2 8 ) . 

Chargsi 4 counts of Tarror iam* Tha t r i a l of 

Nqubalani arosa out of tha p lan t ing of a boab 

i n tha Capa Town Supraaa Court during Hay 1979 

A claanar discovered the bo"b, and took i t to 

a foraman whof i n handling I t * aat o f f tha 

detonator but not tha bomb I t s e l f . 

Tha aubatanoa of tha chargaa agalnat 

Nqubalani wara t h a t 

+ha l a f t South A f r i c a . Joinad tha ANC, and 

undarwant M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g in Botawana and 

Angola) 

+ i n Juna 1978 ha r a - a n t s r t d South A f r i c a froa 

Botswana srMad w i t h a flakarov p l a t o l and 

M B u n i i l o n i 

+ne l a f t South Af r ica again batwssn 9th and 

12th A p r i l 1979* and t r a v a l l a d to Botawana 

whara ha recaivad Inst ruct ions f r o * tha ANC* 

and obtainsd sxploslvsa for tha manufactura of 

a bomb| 

+ o.i A p r i l 26th ha raturnad to South A f r i c a * 

raconnoitsrad tha Capa Town Suprens Court 

bu i ld ing* mada a bomb, and placad i t i n a 

t o i l a t of tha Supraaa Court on 15th flay 1979* 

+aubaaquant to h ia a r r a a t j ha d l a t r i b u t a d a 

l a t t a r to prlaonara a t Pollsaoor Prison which 

ancouragad thara to Join tha ANC and undargo 

M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g * 

Tha t r i a l opanad in ths Capa Town Suprama 

Court on 5th flarch 1980* bafora 3u* t l ca Howard 

of tha Nata l Banch* Nqubalani plaadad g u i l t y 

to a l l chargas. sxcspt tha ona r a l a t l n g to tho 

l a t t a r c i rcu la ted I n Pollamoor pr ison, Howavar* 

tha a t a t a raquaatad that tha t r i a l procaad aa 

i f Nqubalani had plaadad not g u i l t y * as a 

poaaibla daath aantanca waa anviaagad* and hia 

g u i l t ahould ba provad i n tha normal Mannar* 

evidence lad by tha s t a t a claimed that 

tha bo*b plaead in tha Capa Town Supraaa 

Court was capsbla of k i l l i n g or aavaraly 

i n j u r i n g paopla i n tha immadlata v i c i n i t y * 

I t was also olaiMad that tha ANC ina t ruc tad 

i t s M l l l t a r l l y - t r s l n a d mambsra to a l i a l n a t a 

judgas* aaQiatrataa* aacur l ty policemen snd 

s t a t a wl tnaaaaa. 

Tha a ta ta v a moat lMportant wltnass* 

r a f a r r a d to aa fPlr X1* waa wornad by tha 

judga as an accomplice* Ha t a a t l f l a d t h a t I n 

SsptSMbar 1976 ha l a f t South A f r i c a * and 

t r a v a l l a d to Tanzania v ia Botawana snd Zambia* 

In Tanzania ha apant S Montha a t a camp* whara 

ha undarwant phyaical and p o l i t i c a l t r a i n i n g * 

Subaaquantly* ha t r a v a l l a d to Angola* 
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where he spent a fu r the r 14 Month* in the 

Funds t r a i n i n g c inp , Ha sat Nqubalani i n th la 

caap. Af tar completing h ia t r a i n i n g , ha 

entered South Af r ica naar Zeoruet , but 

• l i pped away froa tha r a a t of hie group and 

gave h i a e o l f up to tha p o l i c e * Ha then led 

the p o l i c e to tha raat of the group* where e 

gun b e t t l a took p lacn , and a g u e r i l l a waa 

k i l l e d * ( I t i a thought that one of tha 

g u e r i l l a e i n th la groups T ladi taagaa noses 

ftolafe, aacapad but waa aubeequently a r r e s t e d , 

and appaarad aa tha aacond aecuaed i n the 

P i e t e r a a r l t z b u r g Traaaon T r i a l . At the 

conelueion of that t r l a l v Holefe waa 

eantenced t o 18 yeera for Traaeon, plue a 

fu r tha r 12 aontha for conteapt of c o u r t . 

I f t h i a i a the inc ident re fe r red t o by *ftr 

X ' f then the g u a r l l l e k i l l e d waa Richard 

Hapet le , a l i a a P a t r i c k Opa Tawa, and d a t a i l a 

of tha claah appaar on page 42 of Work In 

Program number 1 0 ) . 

•fir X* t a e t i f l a d that the AftC hed 4 

t r a i n i n g caapa i n Angolei Funda, the caap he 

and Nqubalani were i n t houeed betwean 500 

and 600 ANC g u e r i l l e a . 

•J nnfic t1 G u i l t y on a l l counts, i e 

1 . P lant ing a bomb in tha Supreme Court; 

| « Undergoing m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g } 

3 . Poaaaaaion of explosives} 

4 . C i r c u l a t i o n of a l a t t a r a t Pollenoor 

pr iaon encouraging othere to undergo 

M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . 

Sentence! The pres id ing Judge acceptad that 

Nqubalani had l e f t tha country in an 

omotionelly vulnerable s ta te , and that tha 

t r i g g e r waa tha ataoephera a t Fort Hare 

u n i v e r s i t y e f t a r tha death of Steve Giko. 

He hed been eioved by ldee l ioa in h ie dec le ion 

to involve h iase i r i n the a c t i v i t i e s of 

the ANC* and for thaae reasons, the judge 

daclded that the daath eentence wee 

i n a p p r o p r i a t a . 

For p lac ing the bomb, Nqubalani waa aentenced 

to 12 yearef 

undergoing m i l i t a r y tra in ing - 6 years; 
poaaeeeion of explosives — 8 years; 

Pol l eeoor l a t t a r — 5 years . 

Oaeauee c e r t a i n aantancee ware ordered to 

run concurrent ly , tha e f f a c t l v a eentence 

peea waa iapr ieonaent for 20 yaara . 

(Cape Town Supreme Court . 8 0 . 0 3 . 1 0 ) * 

A 17-year o ld youth . 

Charge! Terrorism* The accuaad i a a l leged t o 

have recrui ted a pereon for n i l i t e r y t r a i n i n g * 

ae w a l l aa undergoing t r a i n i n g himself i n 

Lesotho between Hatch 1978 and January 1979| 

ha l e fu r the r a l leged to have returned t o 

South A f r i c a a f t a r receiv ing t r a i n i n g wi th 

tha in ten t ion of endangering tha aaintenance 

of law and order . 

An IB-year o ld foraar Orlando High School 

student t a e t i f l a d t h a t during Hay 1979 tha 

accuaad asked nisi i f ha was ln ta raa tad in 

going to Lesotho for preparatory t r a i n i n g , 

aubeequently going on to Ueet Germany for 

fu r the r a i l l t e r y t r a i n i n g . 

Tha accuaad claimed that a statement made 

by h ia to e a a g i e t r e t a whi le in cuetody waa 

tha r e a u l t of po l ice t o r t u r a . Whan ha daniad 

knowladga of f i r a a r a a to tha p o l i c e a t John 

Voreter Square, ha waa taken to a place known 

aa tha ' t r u t h rooa' or 'weerkoacr*, and to ld 

to a t r i p . 

"When I wee naked* one of the pol ice 

o f f i c e r e brought i n e bucket of water and 

emptied i t over *>y haad. Than a wet grey 

balaclava was pul led over ay face and some 

instruments ware c l ipped to ay e a r s . 

"Someone ewitched on an e l a c t r i c c u r r e n t , 

end I thought ay haad waa going to bure t . 1 

loe t c o n e c i o u e n e c e . . . . . . " 

The eccused c ia iaad t h a t , a f t a r fu r tha r 

t o r t u r e , ha waa l a f t f o r a night in a c a l l , 

end than to ld to aaka a etataaent to a 

n a g l e t r a t e . "A aergeant to ld a a « . a . t h a t i f 

I did not repeat to tha magistrate what ha 

wee going to t a l l me, 1 would ba subject to 

the eeae t raa taant (ae b e f o r e ) . . . . " 

Tha statement made by the accused to 

tha magistrate admitted that ha hed undergone 

a i l i t r a y t r a i n i n g whl la i n Lesotho. When the 

t r i a l cont inues, tha praeid ing M g l e t r e t a w i l l 

r u l e on tha a d a i a e a b i l i t y of tha accused*a 
t c o n f e e e i o n t . 

(Johannesburg Regional Cour t , 8 0 . 0 4 . 0 2 ) . 

Fradarick B P h i l l l p a ( 2 7 ) , Roger A .chroeder 

( 2 5 ) , Jaaee V I e e e l ( 4 5 ) , and Clarence W 

Johneon ( 2 4 ) . 

Chargei Terrorism*, a l t e r n a t i v e l y araon. The 

a t e t e claimed t h a t , by burning down a h a l l 

i n Worcester during 1978, tha accueed 

endangered tha aaintenance of law and order 

in South A f r i c e . 

A nembor of the Coloured Representetiva 

Council (CRC) had h i red tha h a l l for a fleeting 

to diacuee tha new c o n e t i t u t l o n e l propoeala. 

According to the preeid lng n a g i e t r a t a , there 

were people oppoeed to theee proposals, and 

they had foraad thesieelvae in to an a n t i -

CRC movement* The h a l l had been set on f l r a 

In an attempt to braek up tha meeting, 

P h i l l l p a and Schrocdor e l legad that 
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Btatenenta th«y made to a Worcester magistrate 

ahor t ly a f t e r t h a l r e r ree t vara aa a r a s u l t of 

aaaaul ta by securi ty po l ice membere* Thay 

vara cfatalnad a t 5pm on 19th June 1979# and 

made t h a i r 'confessions* i n tha aar ly houra 

of tha fo l lowing morning* 

A doctor who exemined Schroeder found a 

bru laa nark on h is apina was l i k e l y to hava 

bean ceuoed while ha vee In de tent ion* 

Verdicts P h i l l i p a end Schroeder g u i l t y of 

arsonf 

l e e e l and Jotmaon not g u i l t y * 

Sentences P h i l l l p e and Schroeder * 3 yeara . 

(Hermenus Regionel Court , 8 0 . 0 3 * 1 3 ) , 

Kedlbone Chrietopher Plethebe ( 2 1 ) , Co l in 

Mekgelo Kotu ( 2 3 ) , Simon fie Shi go ( I 9 ) t end 

E l i a e Hodlge ( 1 9 ) « 

Charoai T e r r o r i s n f v i t h a l t e r n a t i v e chergee of 

araon, publ ic v io lence* attempted murder end 

malicious damage to p r o p e r t y . The accused, 

a l l member* of the Soveto Studente League 

(SSL) are a l leged t o have eat f i r e to a 

Soveto achool on 16th Auguet 1976| i n c i t e d 

othere t o eet f i r e to the houee of e echool 

p r i n c i p a l i n Sebokeng, near Veroeniglngi and 

organieed r io toua a c t l v i t i m e a t the funere l 

of Robben le lend pr ieoner Johannee Ploteobane. 

ftothebe, the f i r e t accused, e l legad that 

a stateraant he made to pol ice ehor t ly a f t e r 

h ie e r r ee t vea aa a r e e u l t of eeveral aaeaul te 

car r ied out by eecur i ty p o l i c o i on three 

occeeione a vet canvaee bag vae pu l l ed over 

h ie haed %rui he vae assaul ted , k i cked , punched 

and etruck v i t h an instrument l i k e e sjambok* 

Aa a r e e u l t of theee a e e e u l t e , he col lepeed 

th ree timee* A magistrate ce l l ed ee a v i tneee 

by the defence t e e t i f l e d t h a t vhen flathebe vee 

brought by pol ice to h i * to make a statement* 

he to ld hie that he had been eeeeultad 

v i t h e ejembok* The megietrate eald that 

he eev 6 veela on rtathebe'e back, and hie 

evidence waa confirmed by a court i n t e r p r e t e r 

vho vee preeant vhen Hathebe vee taken to 

the magis t ra te . 

The preeld ing Judge. Juet ice DJH l e 

Roux. ruled thet Plothabo had l i e d to the 

oourt on the eeeau l te . and thet tha magistrate 

vee an u n r e l i a b l e v i t n e e e . The atetement 

taken from Methabe vae accordingly accepted ee 

a confession, edmiaaebls against him ee 

evidence* 

Both e t e t e and defence heve nov cloeod 

t h e i r caeae i n t h l e mat te r , and the court i e 

current ly edjourned for argument. 

(Kempton Perk Supreme Court , 6 0 . 0 3 . 2 7 ) . 

Renfrev Les l ie C h r i s t i e ( 3 0 ) . 

Charge! 7 counte under the Terroriem A c t . 

v i t h e l t e r n a t l v e chargae under the Atomic 

Energy Act . the I n t e r n a l Securi ty Act . and 

en a l l e g a t i o n of t h e f t of a document. 

C h r i s t i e , holder of e doctorate for a 

thee ie on energy in Southern A f r i c a , vea 

detained i n Cepa Town on 23rd October 1979. 

end held under Sect ion 6 of the Terror iem 

Act u n t i l h ie appearance in court on 3rd 

A p r i l 1960. I t i a a l leged by the e t e t e t h e t . 

during 1976 end 1979. C h r i e t l e euppliad 

informat ion an South A f r i c a ' s energy s i t u a t i o n 

to the ANC, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Un lvare l ty 

Exchange fund ( IUEF) , en ANC o f f i c i a l named 

Frana Gr inva la , andSouth Af r ican e x i l e Horet 

Klolnechmidt . 

The preamble to tha chergee l e v e l l e d 

egainet C h r i e t i a states t h e t the Af r lcen 

Nat iona l Congreee i e en unlawful orgenieat ion 

committed to the overthrov of the South A f r i c a n 

e t a t e . and that C h r i e t l e vae en ac t ive 

eupporter of tha ANC. I t l a fur ther a teted 

t h a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Un lvare l ty Exchange 

fund ( IUEF) has, ee one of l t e o b j e c t e . the 

overthrov of l a v f u l au thor i t y i n South A f r i c a . 

C h r i e t l e . i t l e a l l e g e d , intended to make 

a v a i l a b l e informat ion on e l l aepecte of 

energy in South Af r ica t o the IUEF. l t e 

d i r e c t o r (Lere-Gunnar Er iksson)* tha ANC and 

one of l t e o f f ice -hearers (Frana G i n v a l e ) , 

and to Horet Kleineehmidt . en o f f i c i a l of 

the I n t e r n a t i o n a l Oefenoe and Aid Fund. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y , I t l e claimed that C h r i e t i a 

obtained informat ion me to vhet ragione tha 

Atomio Energy Board regarded i t aa eeiemo-

l o f i c a l l y aafe to explode nuclear davlcee 

v l t h l n South A f r i c a , and t ransmit ted t h l e 

in format ion to Erikeeon by l e t t e r during 

February 1976. 

I t l a fu r the r e l legad that C h r i e t l e 

attempted to remove a draving of tha Koeberg 

Nucleer Power S t a t i o n from tha E l a c t r i c l t y 

Supply Commission L i b r a r y , ee v e i l ae a repor t 

e n t i t l e d "Public Reaction to tha Int roduct ion 

of Nucleer Power and tha In f luence of Publ ic 

Re la t ione Techniqueo*, end attempted t o eand 

t h l e mater ie l to one of tha people or 

orgenieat ione named in the preamble to the 

ind ic tment . 

Further chergee r e l a t e d to a l leged 

inepectione of the Duvhe Power S t o t l o n . 

near V i tbenk. end the K r l a l Power Ste t lon 

near Be the l , v i t h the i n t e n t i o n of obte ln lng 

informat ion to eand to tha A M , IUEF and/or 
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i t s o f f t c t ' h — W l i and the obta in ing of 
i 

d r a w i n g s e n t i t l e d " f l o w d i a g r a m , Camden Power 

S t a t i o n " , and " E l e c t r i c a l D i a g r a m , Canden 

Powar S t a t i o n 1 1 * 

I t haa baan announcad t h a t C a p t a i n * C 

d i l l l a e u o n . South A f r i c a n p o l i c a epy who 

i n f u t r a t a d t h a IUEF and become i t a deputy 

d i r e c t o r , w i l l be a a t a t e w i t n e s s a g a i n a t 

C h r i s t i e i n h i e t r i a l , wh ich beg lna i n t h e 

P r e t o r i a Supreme Cour t on 1 9 t h n a y . 

W e l l i n g t o n V i k i l e Guaenge ( 2 3 ) , P a u l Khumalo 

( 3 2 ) , W a n d i l e A b l l e O a y l l a ( 2 4 ) , r i k l l e 

E r n e s t ftohali ( 1 9 ) , V u e u a z l Kenneth Zlbonda 

( 1 8 ) , stand l i e Goodman G c a k a z i ( 1 9 ) , L l i o 

Z w o l i m z i n e K u l a ( 1 8 ) , and Aba Xhego 

D a y i l e ( 1 6 ) . 

Charoa i T e r r o r i s m . Tha accueed e r a a l l e g e d 

t o have a t t e m p t e d t o l e a v e t h e c o u n t r y f o r 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g , and t o have robbed a van 

d r i v e r o f R330* 

D u r i n g t h e t r i a l , i t emerged t h a t p o l i c e 

f a l a e l y t o l d t h e f a m i l y of Z ibende t h a t he 

had bean s h o t deed w h i l e t r y i n g t o c r o a a i n t o 

Botswana , and t h a t h i e body would o n l y be 

r e l a a e e d onca t h e y had made a a a t l a f a c t o r y 

s t a t e m e n t a b o u t h im* 

w h i l e i n d e t e n t i o n , Z ibende wee taken t o 

a m a g i a t r a t e t o aiaka a ' c o n f e s s i o n * , but t o l d 

t h a m a g i a t r a t e t h a t he had bean h i t on t h a 

l a g mf\6 e t o N C h w i t h a p l a n k , and h i e head h i t 

a g a i n a t a w a l l by a C o n a t a b l e Lokwe* 

( P o r t E l i z a b e t h R e g i o n a l C o u r t , 8 0 . 0 3 * 1 3 ) . 

INTERNAL SECURITY ACT TRIALS. 

Oupe Setanane G e r e l d Segone ( 2 1 ) . 

Charge i 2 counts under t h e I n t e r n a l S e c u r i t y 

A c t * The accused , head p r e f e c t o f Or lando 

u e e t H igh School end M t r l c u l a t i o n a t u d a n t 

u n t i l h i s d e t e n t i o n i n September 1 9 7 9 , wee 

charged w i t h f u r t h e r i n g t h e aims o f t h e ANC, 

end r e c r u i t i n g member* f o r t h e eame 

o r g a n i a a t i o n * 

A c o n f e a a i o n mad* by t h e eccuaad w h i l e 

i n p o l i c e cuetody wee a c c e p t e d aa ev idence 

a g a i n a t hia j by t h a p r e s i d i n g m a g i s t r a t e , 

a l t h o u g h Segone c l a i m e d he hsd made i t a f t e r 

b s i n g a a a e u l t e d by s e c u r i t y p o l i c e a t John 

V o r e t e r S o u a r a . 

I t t a U f l t 1 G u i l t y o f b e i n g a member o f t h e ANC, 

end f u r t h e r i n g i t a a i * o * 

S e n t e n c e ! 3 y a a r a . 

(Johannaaburg « e g i o n a i C o u r t , a o . 0 3 . 1 2 ) . 

A n n Kupper ( 1 9 ) , Gregory Z l n n ( l 9 ) , Sue 

K y r d e l ( 2 1 ) , C h r l a p l a n O l i v e r ( 2 1 ) , Serah 

C u l l l n a n ( 1 9 ) , C l a i r e floor* ( 1 9 ) , M c h e l l m 

Solomono, Gavin Edwards ( 1 9 ) , Sarah Ward 

( 1 9 ) , R i c h a r d Goods ( 1 0 ) . Vernon K a t z o p o u l o a 

( 1 9 ) , C h r i s G i f f e r d ( 1 9 ) , end a 1 7 - y e a r o l d . 

Charge! I n t e r n a l S e c u r i t y A c t . The eccuaed , 

a l l a t u d e n t e a t t h a U n l v e r e i t y o f Caps Town, 

wsre a r r e s t e d w h i l e d i s t r i b u t i n g pamphlate 

r s l e t i n g t o t h e ' r e l a t e s Ronde ls * campaign* 

(Cepe Town M a g i s t r a t e ' s C o u r t , 8 0 . 0 3 * 2 8 ) * 

N c l m b i t h i Johnoon L u b U i ( 2 8 ) , P e t r u a Tsepo 

fleehlgo ( 2 0 ) , N a p h t e l l flanene ( 2 4 ) , I kanyeng 

noses H o l s b o t o l ( 2 7 ) , H i o l i l e Benjemln TaO ( 2 4 ) 

Phuanj lan l Gran t S h e z l ( 2 4 ) , J e r e m i a h Radebe 

( 2 6 ) , 8oycs Johannsa Bogale ( 2 6 ) , and 

Thomaa Nngadi ( 2 9 ) . 

ChsrQaiThe accueed a l l f s c e one count o f H i g h 

T r e a e o n , 2 counta o f m u r d e r , 21 counta o f 

a t t e m p t e d m u r d e r , and 1 of r o b b e r y w i t h 

a q o r o v a t l n g c i r c u m s t a n c a e * There a r e a l a o 4 

a l t t r s a t f t counta f o r m u l a t s d under t h a T e r r o r i a m 

A c t * The eccuaad , a l l a l l e g e d l y g u e r l l l e a of 

t h e A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congroaa ( A N C ) , a r e 

charged w i t h r s s p o n a i b l l i t y f o r t h e e l e g e e t 

a S i l v a r t o n Bank where two hostogee ware 

k i l l e d , and an a t t e e k on a p o l i c e a t a t i o n a t 

Sookmetcaar e a r l i e r t h i a year * i t l a n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y euggeeted t h e t t h e accueed were 

p e r s o n a l l y r e e p o n a l b l e f o r theee two e t t a c k a , 

b u t t h a t t h e y e r e c r i m i n a l l y r e e p o n e l b l e 

th rough c o n e p i r i n g w i t h t h e A f r i c e n N a t i o n a l 

Congrees , snd v e r l o u e o f i t e msmbere osr 

a u p p o r t e r e * 

The eccueed e r e a l s o e l l s g s d t o have 

undergone m i l i t a r y t r e i n l n g under t h e 

e u e p i c e e o f t h e ANC. 

The t r l e l o f t h e sccussd bsg lns i n t h s 

P r s t o r i s Suprsms Cour t on 2nd June 1 9 8 0 . 

CONTRAVENTION 0T BANNING ORDERS* 

( I n t e r n a l S s c u r l t v A o t l * 

Lawrence N t l o k o e ( 2 2 ) . 

Charges C o n t r a v e n t i o n o f h i e benning end 

houee e r r e e t o r d e r * N t l o k o e , probably t h e 

youngeet pereon t o be r e e t r i c t e d i n South 

A f r i c a , l e c o n f i n e d t o t h a Krugeredorp 

m e g l e t e r l a l d i e t r i c t . The e t e t s e l l s g s s t h a t 

on l e t A p r i l 1980 he wee a r r e e t e d o u t e l d e e 

cinema i n F o r d s b u r g , Johanneaburg , t h e r e b y 

c o n t r a v e n i n g h i e r e e t r l c t l o n o r d e r * 

Ths m s t t s r i s dus t o be heard i n t h e 

K r u g e r e d o r p R e g i o n a l C o u r t on 1 8 t h Hey 1 9 8 0 * 

Ft P e t r l c k Smengel leo ftkhstohwe ( 3 8 ) . 

Charge* C o n t r a v e n t i o n of h i e bann ing and houee 

a r r e e t o r d e r * The s t a t e a l l e g e e t h a t f lkhetehwa* 
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who ie c o n f i n e d to h i s house i n Soshenguve 

bstwssn 6pa and 6an d a i l y , eecapted v i s i t o r s 

s t h i s houss on two o c c a s i o n s d u r i n g 3une 

1979} t h l e , i t l a a l l e g a d , c o n a t i t u t a s a 

c o n t r a v s n t i o n o f t h a a c c u s s d ' s r a a t r i c t i o n 

o r d e r * 

Mkhetshwa uaa bannad and houaa a r r s a t a d 

a t t h s b e g i n n i n g o f f lay 1977; a C a t h o l i c 

p r i e s t , ha l a a t t a c h e d t o t h a South A f r i c a n 

C a t h o l i c B i a h o p ' e C o n f e r e n c e * 

( P r e t o r i a R a g i o n a i C o u r t , 8 0 * 0 3 * 0 6 ) * 

Dan Qeqa* 

Lharr ia i C o n t r a v e n t i o n o f h i s banning o r d e r * 

Qsqe, an a x e c u t i v e aswber of t h a P o r t E l i z a b e t h 

S l a c k C i v i c O r g a n l e e t i o n (PE8C0) u n t i l he waa 

banned a t t h s and o f F e b r u a r y 1 9 6 0 , waa 

r a a t r l c t e d a t t h e eaaie t i n e ae T h o z a s i l s B o t h a , 

P h a l o Tehume, end Post j o u r n a l i s t Ptono 

Bedels. 

Ha haa now baen charged w i t h l e a v i n g t h e 

P o r t C l i z a b e t h n a g i a t s r i a l d l a t r i c t on 3 r d 

H a r c h * t h e r e b y c o n t r a v e n i n g h i e r e a t r i c t i o n 

o r d e r * 

( P o r t C l i z a b e t h n a g i c t r e t o * e C o u r t f 8 0 * 0 3 * 1 1 ) . 

Rev O a v l d R u e a a l l ( 4 0 ) * 

Charge! 11 c o u n t a of c o n t r a v e n i n g h i t banning 

and houaa a r r e e t o r d e r i p o a a a a s i o n of e bannad 

book , namely t 9 1 k o t by 0 * Uoodsf and 

d l a t r i b u t i n g or p u b l i s h i n g s document 

e n t i t l e d " C r o s e r o e d e r e a i d s n t e p e r e o n e l 

accounte o f c o n d i t i o n s d u r i n g t h s p e r i o d of 

e r r e e t f o l l o w i n g t h e September 1978 p o l i o s 

r a i d s " * 

The n a j o r i t y o f t h e c o n t r e v a n t i o n a of 

h i s r e s t r i c t i o n o r d e r r s l a t e t o fiueeell'e 

d e c i s i o n t o t r a v e l to Grehametown t o a t t e n d 

t h e A n g l i c a n Synod fleeting t h e r e * 

V e r d i c t ! G u i l t y * 

Sentence* 4 1/2 y e a r e . o f which 3 1 /2 y a a r e 

wsrs c o n d i t i o n a l l y suepanded f o r S y e a r e * T h i e 

i e an e f f e c t i v e e e n t e n c a o f 1 y e e r * 

An a p p e e l haa been no ted a g e i n a t a e n t s n c s , 

end R u a e e l l i e c u r r e n t l y on b a i l * 

(Cspe Town R e g l o n e l C o u r t * 8 0 . 0 2 * 2 0 ) * 

APPEAL PROCEEDINGS. 

Nto n i t t a ftephiks ( 4 5 ) . 

As r e p o r t a d i n WIP 6 ( p a g e 4 5 ) , P l i t t a 

Aaph ike wae c o n v i c t e d under t h e 

T e r r o r i s e A c t , and eentenoed t o S y s s r s 

impr isonment * I n h s r t r i a l , which took 

p i e c e I n t h a Johannesburg R e g i o n a l C o u r t , 

ehe wae found g u i l t y o f r e c r u i t i n g 5 

p s o p l s f o r m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g d u r i n Q 

F a b r u e r y 1976* 

Sha a p p e a l a d s g s i n a t c o n v i c t i o n , and 

I n Oecesber 1 9 7 9 , a f t s r e e r v i n g 9 a o n t h e o f 

har sentence* t h s a p p e a l wee e u c c e e e f u l , and 

ehe wee r a l e e a e d * 

( P r e t o r i a Supreaa C o u r t , 7 9 * 1 2 * 1 2 ) * 

TRIALS IN 'INDEPENDENT' BANTUSTAHft. 

A l p h e u e mothipe ( 2 3 ) , Kerabo Hodlbe ( 1 8 ) , 

A l p h e u a Kungwane ( 2 0 ) , G e r a l d 5 e e b e l o ( 2 0 ) , 

and Emmanuel fladibe ( 2 9 ) , 

Charoe i C o n t r a v a n t i o n o f BophuthaTewana'a 

I n t s r n a l S s c u r i t y A c t * The accueed a r e 

a l l e g e d t o be fltcaboro or e u p p o r t e r e of t h e 

ANC, and t o hsvs poseeeeed p o s p h l e t e wh ich 

f u r t h s r s d t h e a i « e o f t h s ANC* 

( O d i R e g l o n e l C o u r t * 8 0 * 0 2 . 2 5 ) * 

Ssbsta O a l l n d y a b o ( 5 1 ) * 

Charqa,t T r e n e k e i ' e P u b l i c S e c u r i t y A o t * The 

eccuead i e l o a d e r o f t h e o p p o a i t l o n D e m o c r a t i c 

P r o g r a a e i v e P a r t y I n t h e T r e n e k e i * The chargee 

r e l e t e d to e p o l i t i c a l m e e t i n g addreaeed by 

t h s accuead on 3 0 t h 3 u l y 1 9 7 9 , whare he waa 

a l l e g e d t o hava c l a l n a d 

+ t h » t hs waa s u p s r l o r t o K s l e e r f l a t a n z l s a I n 

t r i b a l p o l i t l o a , mnd would t h e r e f o r e a lwaya 

be e u p e r l o r i 

+ t h a t n a t a n z i a a had a o c e p t s d ' independenos* 

on t h a t e r n s of t h a ' w h i t s B o s r e ' i 

+ t h a t A a t a n z i o e , t h s S t a t s P r e e l d e n t , waa 

f r e e * b u t h i e peop le were n o t f 

+ t h a t t h e T r e n e k e i waa a p l g a t y * 

l / e r d l c t i G u i l t y on one county I s v i o l a t i n g 

t h e d i g n i t y o r I n j u r i n g t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f t h s 

• P r e s i d e n t ' o f t h s T r s n e k e l by a a y i n g t h a t 

+ t h e P r e e l d e n t v l a i t s d P r s t o r l a snd accepted 

independenos on t e r s e d i c t a t e d t o h i e i | 

+ t h e P r e e l d e n t had an abundance o f t h a 

n s c s e e i t l e e of l i f s w h i l s h i s psop ls l l v s d on 

s x c r s t a i 

+ t h s P r a a i d a n t n a l t r a a t e d h i e p e o p l e * 

S e n t e n c e ; R700 ( o r 18 s o n t h s ) , o f which 

R200 ( o r 6 months) waa c o n d i t i o n a l l y eueponded. 

( P o r t S t , Johne Supreae C o u r t , 8 0 * 0 4 , 0 1 ) * 

GEIiERAL TRIALS Of INTEREST. 

Oorothy C l e a i n e h e v ( 5 ? ) * 

Charqa i Poeeeee ion o f bannsd p u b i i c a t i o n a * Tha 

accuesd , e e c r e t e r y t o benned p r l e e t O a v l d 

R u e e e l l * waa a l l s g s d t o havs poseeeeed 

• I w r i t s what I l i k e 1 * by S t a v e 8 i k o , and t h a 

" R i o t e r ' e O l g e e t * * , produced by a t u d e n t s s t 

t h a U n l v a r e l t y o f Cape Town, both p u b i i c a t i o n a 

b e i n g bannad f o r p o e e e e e i o n * Ths p u b i i c a t i o n a 



wara found I n her house during tha course of 

• secur i ty p o l i c e r a i d , 

Vordlctr G u i l t y . 

Sentence! R1D0, or 1 month, fire Cleninehaw 

decl ined to pay tha f i n e , and M I taken I n t o 

custody. Subsequently, f r ianda paid tha f i n e , 

and aha wea re leaeed . 

(Perow Regional Court, 6 0 , 0 3 , 2 8 ) . 

S lbongi le Suaan flthe«bu, Tazlwa Bookhalane, 

E l i z e b e t h Nhlepo and Oorothy Nyaftbej. 

Charon Tha accused, a l l p o l i t i c a l pr leonare 

ha ld a t Potchefetrooti Female Pr ison, have baan 

charged w i t h dleoboying priaon r e g u l a t i o n * . 

According to tha oharga s h a f t , whan ordarad 

t o go to c a l l a by a wardrooa on l a t Flerch 1960* 

thay refuaad t o do eo. 

Bookhalane, Nhlapo and Nyeebo ara 

earving eentencea undar tha T#iror4am "Ct , 

whi le ftthestbu wee convicted of e e d l t i o n , 

Stanlay V i l e k o z i , Hoaea flhlengu, P«ulua 

Khlengu, Jacob rthlengu, fliaepis V i l a k a z i , 

Theftba Nonyone, Hi lda U i l o k e z l , and 

U l l l e * Nhlangu, 

Chtrqai Public V io lence . Tha chargaa eeorge 

froai a aar iaa of claahaa between a 200-etrong 

crowd and pol ice naar Handrine, Coetorn 

Transvaa l , on 29 th December 1979. 

Evidence lad i a that tha claahaa broke 

out a f t a t p o l i c a drova i n t o an old nan a f t a r 

breaking up a gaabl lng gano. Tha Crowd* 

anragad at tha i n c i d e n t , attacked p o l i c a f who 

raapondad by opening f i r e , wounding one of 

tha accused (Stanley V i l e k o z i ) , 

(E rae lo Regional Cour t , 6 0 . 0 3 . 2 4 ) . 
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Andrew Borra lne t Richard Goode, Andre Kraek, 

Chr ia Ruaaell end Andrew Thoepeon. 

Chargai Production of undaairable p u b l i c a t i o n a . 

The accused, e i t h e r o f f i c i e l e of tha Nat iona l 

Union of South Af r ican Studanta (NUSAS), or 

etudente a t the Un ive ra i t y of Cepe Town, ere 

a l leged to have producad or published 

publ icet iona which ware aubaequantly daclered 

undeaireble by tha Pub l ica t iona Board, The 

publ ice t ione Involved e r e f i n t e r a l i a , 

"SRC NEWS*, "Nat iona l Student" , end "Bone 

ride*• 

Olahop AK Shembe. 

Churqei Contravention of the ftiotoue Assemblies 

A c t . The accueed, leader of the 200 000* 

atrong Sheebe church I n South A f r i c a , waa 

charged a f t e r e gathar lng held e t Inoncia, 

H o t e l , on 17th January 1979. The e t e t e 

a l leged that he had at tended, addraaeed and 

convened e eeet ing proh ib i ted in tares of 

the Rlotoue Aasotobliee Aot . 

Mard lc t i Not G u i l t y . 

(Veruleai Mag is t ra te ' s Cour t , 6 0 . 0 3 . 1 2 ) . 

Terence Charlea W i l l i e * Heehen ( 4 5 ) . 

Charoai O f f i c i a l Secrete A c t . The eccuaed 

l a e B r i t i s h c i t i z e n end ex-eaployoo of the 

A t l ea A i r c r a f t Corporat ion. The charge r e l a t e d 

t o t h e f t of documents, and removal of m i l i t a r y 

documente from a proh ib i ted erea without 

permission, 

Heohon waa arreeted end cherged attempting 

t o leave Jen Saute A i r p o r t i n November 1979, 

when documents were discovered In hla sui tcase* 

The t r l e l wee held I n camera, end no 

fu r tha r d e t a l l e of chargaa are eb le to be 

reported. 
Verdicti Guilty. 

Sentancei R1 500 , or 300 daye. 

(Kempton Perk «egionel Cour t , i I . 02 .2B) . 



'Jo the Cow' 
comes home 

EARLY in A p r i l , i t waa reported that Jordan 
Ngubane, ax ANC and L i b a r a l Party member, 
had raturnad to South A f r i c a from e x i l e 
and jo inad Inkatha aa a d i t o r of i t a 
newspaper, Tha N a t i o n . Hia return to South 
A f r i c a vaa apparantly nogot ieted by Chief 
Cataha B u t h a l a z i , who t o l d tha press that 
i t had taken almost 3 y e a r s ' t o perauade 
Ngubana to raturn hoao, where ha had 
previously baan daclarad a prohibi ted 
immigrant , 

NHa i a going to ba vary valuable in 
tha daya ahead now that we era 
beginning to aaa tha beginning of 
r e a l ta lka in th ia country" ea id 
B u t h a l a z i . 

" i t i a wonderful to have h ia back. 
He w i l l be a concrete demonstration 
of a l i n k between the founding 
fethere of the A f r i c e n L i b e r a t i o n 
aoveaents and our own a f f o r t e in 
Inke tha . " 

# 
The return to South A f r i c a of Ngubane 

ia indeed an event of aoae i n t e r e s t , and 

neede to be contextual iaed in teraa of 

hia hiatory of involvaaent in South 

Af r ican p o l i t i c a l movements. 
Born in 1917, he i n i t i a l l y eetab l iahed 

hia reputat ion aa a j o u r n e l i e t on l lanos 
lane N a t a l , often w r i t i n g under tha 
pseudonym 'Jo the Cow', end eubaequently 
working on the Bantu World and Inkundla 
ya Bantu • 

I n f l u e n t i a l i n the founding of the 

ANC Youth League together with Anton 

Lembede and AP Mdat he co-authored the 

Congraae Youth Leegua Henifeato of 1944. 

F i e r c e l y a n t i - c o a a u n i e t , Ngubane 

etrongly ree ie tad what ha eaw aa a 

coaauniet in f luence on the ANCf and 

L u t h u l i ' e wi l l ingness to accoweodatc the 

l e f t wing of tha ANC l e d to a b i t t e r 

c o n f l i c t between tha two asn . 

Incraaaingly Ngubane moved away from 

tha ANC, and in tha a i d 1950a Joinad tha 

L i b a r a l P a r t y , eventua l ly being e lec ted 

n a t i o n a l vice chairman. In A p r i l 1959 he 

attended the inaugura l convention of the 

Pan A f r i c a n i e t Congreea (PAC) and 

t h e r e a f t e r waa be l ieved to be e eupporter 

of the PAC, rether than tha ANC. 

Arraatad in 1961, he vaa charged 
under tha Unlawful Organieetiona A c t t 

but acqu i t ted . Ouring 1963, Ngubane f l e d 
to Swaziland, moving to tha United States) 
in 1969. 

Ngubene'e cereer i a an i n t e r e a t i n g 

one, apenning the formation of the ANC 

Youth League, the A f r i c a n i e t c o n f l i c t in 

the ANC over tha ro le of whitea and 

communists in the l i b e r a t i o n a t ruggle v 

the fo rae t ion of tha L ibe ra l Party and tha 

PAC, e x i l e , and now hie re turn to South 
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A f r i c a , and involveaent in Inkethe a c t i v i t y . 
Generally perceived as an A f r i c a n i e t , 

and f i e r c e l y ent l -comauniet , Ngubene'e 
membership and a c t i v e involveaent in the 
L i b e r a l Party la i n t e r e a t i n g . There are, 
of courae, ce r ta in s i m i l a r i t i e s between 
the A f r i c e n i e t p o e i t l o n , and that of 
l i b e r a l i s m - especial ly the tendency to 
ignore or d iealee the question of claee 
d iv le iona in c a p i t a l i e t aoc la ty , coupled 

With a thorough-going anti-communism , 

I t is perhaps these factors which led 

Ngubana to aeek a hoaa in tha L iba ra l 

P a r t y , and eubaequently aaaociata h i a e a l f 

with PAC, rather than ANC p o l i c i e s . 

Ngubene'e l e t e e t book* " C o n f l i c t of 

Hinds'1 beare c e r t a i n e l a i l a r i t i e o to 

one tendency in the black conaciouenaee 

poe i t iont he parcalvae c o n f l i c t in South 

Afr ica aa between the Af r ikaner ' c o l l e c t i v e 

Bind' and the A f r i c e n c o l l e c t i v i t y , with 

he eeee m u n i f o r a , cohaaive end par t of 

a c o l l e c t i v e conacioueneae. I t i a these 

elements of black coneciouenaea ideology 

which Ngubane embraces which aaka hie 

eaaoclat ion with Inkethe ao i n t e r e a t i n g , 

given tha c o n f l i c t between Inkatha and tha 

organlaed eleaente of tha black conacioue­

neae p o s i t i o n . 

No doubt, Inkatha supporters w i l l 

argue that Ngubene'e membership of Inkatha 

ahowa that black conecloueneee aa an 

ideology ie coapat ib la with Inka tha . 
• 

That aay or aay not ba tha caae. I t can 

however not be c l a l a e d , aa the Star 

nawepaper of A p r i l 7th does, tha t 

Ngubane ia e "Senior ANC Han* , nor haa 

he been eo for several decadee. 



ALEXANDRA 
TOWNSHIP: a 
b r i e f h i s t o r y 

* 
alexondra 
your song ara e x i l e d 
t o boxhoueee 
of dlepkloof 

maadowlanda 
tambiao 

but alwaye 
thmy ra turn 
to your gut torad at roote 
t o your equeezed yarde* * * 

( f roe) Bade to nana by H nwale) 

ALUANOAA M I o r i g i n a l l y conceived aa a 

'CurooBin' township, but ih 1912 tha Alaxandra 

Township Company Ltd dacidad toraaurvay tbs 

land and l a y i t out f o r Afr lcane 'and Colouretfe. 

I t waa eetabl iehed aa a 'Non-European* town-

•nip where blacks could acqulra f raaho ld* 

During tha naxt 75 years b i tcka loa t a l l t h a i r 

r l g h t a aa urban dwmllora and ao-by 1963 Alax­

andra woe tha only townahip in tha so-ca l led 

white araaa whara blacks could acqulra land 

i n f raaho ld* 

Tha f i r a t ettempt to abol lah Alaxandra 

came i n tha form of a resolut ion of tha 

Johannesburg C i ty Council , paaaad i n January* 

1943, Thay ragardad Alaxandra as a alms* aa 

a rafuga f o r cr iminale and a menace to h e a l t h , 

Beeldee, Alaxandra waa r a t h a r c losa t o some 

whita araaa* Howavar, tha C i ty Council d id 

not have tha powar t o raaiova Alaxandra* 

U n t i l 1956, Alaxandra had baan adminie-

tarad by an Alaxandra Haalth Committee, whieh 

put i t i n a ra thar uniqua pos i t ion of e a l f -

rgovarnasnt. Thia Committae waa an agancy of 
tha Transvaal P rov inc ia l Council and had, a t 

ona etege, aa i t a chairman* Abraha* F i e h e r , 

tha Communist Party l aadar . But in 195B tha 

Per i -UrbenHaal th Board took over . 

By 1958 Alaxandra had a populat ion of 

98 000, Tha Par i -Urban Haal th Board planned 

to craata a township of 30 000 f a s i i l i a a end 

15 000 ( a a i n l y aialaa) l i v i n g in h o e t e l e . 

Thara was no auggaatlon of i n t e r f e r e n c e wi th 

tha r lghta of atandholdara* 

A f t e r 1958, howavar, paaa and i n f l u x 

contro l lawa wara a t r i c t l y anforcad* A 

census waa taken - paopla who h a d ' l l v a q in 

Alaxandra ainca 1950 or bafora wara given 

paraiita to remain. Thdee who came a f t a r 1950 

wara al lowad to remain for as long aa thay 

wara employed. Paopla who wara temporari ly 

away, loa t t h a l r r l g h t a t o l l v a in Alaxendra. 

nany howavar continuad to l l v a in Alax%ndra 

i l l a g a l l y . 

Tha world of Alaxandra cama crashing down 

i n flerch, 1962, when tha a t a t a announcad t h a t 

family accommodation waa to ba a l l a l n a t a d and 

8 hoata la houaing 2 500 paopla aach ware to ba 

b u i l t , ' s i n g l e ' man and woman l i v i n g i n 

Rendburg. Sendton t and in tha ' l o c a t i o n * in . 

• tha aky* (servants 1 quartara on top of blocks 

of f l a t a ) would ba accommodatad in tha h o a t a l a . 

f a m i l i a a wara rahouamd in neodowlsnde, D iep -

k l o o f , and Tambiaa aa w a l l aa balng an^oraad 

out i f thay wara unemployed. During 1963 and 

1964 mora than h a l f tha populat ion of 

Alaxandra waa moved o u t . 

Tha announcamant by tha atata to changa 

Alaxandra in to a hosta l town lmmadlataiy p r e -

cadod tha paasaga of tha Battar Administra­

t i o n of Daaignstad Araaa Act of 1962. Thia 
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I 
Act, which waa f i r s t appl iad to-Alaxandra, 

gavg' graatar powars of contro l to tha atata 

to adminiatar tha townahip. Gona was tha 

autonomy of tha 1940s and 1950a (aa wm hava 

aaan racant ly in tha caaa of Croasroada, a 

community f raa from r a a t r i c t i n g Acta i a abla 

to devalop strong loca l organlaat ion capabla 

of r a a i a t i n g tha a u t h o r i t i e s ) . 

A f tar tha i n i t i a l apata of removolo, fawar 

ramovala occurrad i n Alaxandra i n tha naxt 

decade. Tha ' i l l e g a l * populat ion continuad 

t o incraaaa aa U f a waa aada progressively 

mora d i f f i c u l t f o r the* i n other Rand town-

ships. 

RESISTANCE 

WHEN coneidaring tha rmaovele in Alax­

andra there ara two questions which hava to ba 

asked. F i r s t l y , why wara tha removals not 

aa syetaaat lc and conclusive aa for 

example, i n Sophietown, and, aecondly, 

what k ind of raeiatanca d id tha people of 

Alaxandra o f f a r to tha removela and how 

a f f e c t i v e waa th ia raeiatanca? 

Succaeeful bue boycotts and ac t ive p a r t i ­

c ipa t ion i n ANC p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y i n tha 1940a 

and 1950a, and tha PAC in the l a t e r p e r i o d , 

give us eoma i n d i c a t i o n that Alaxandra had 

baan a etrong and united community* Tha bus 

boycotts wara abla to e l i c i t eupport from e l l 

claaaaa in the coewunlty and wara true modale 

of community p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . The powar of 

the boycott movementa can ba expleined by tha 

complexity of the community and tha absence 

of outelde c o n t r o l , t i k e tha bus boycotts tha 

t h r e a t of ramovala aleo provided an area of 

co l labora t ion batwaan d l f f a r a n t claeeaa w i t h i n 

the black community* Thus i t waa Important 

f o r the s t e t a , i f the ramovala were not to ba 
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roe ie ted* that l o c a l organisat ion ba i n h i b i ­

ted and contro l increased. 

when tha removal* bagan in 1962 tha mejor 

black p o l i t i c a l orgonieet ione* tha AHC and tha 

PAC* had baan banned «nd t h a i r laadara d e t a i n ­

ed or s i lenced. Tha a t a t a had ehown l t a powar 

and in to laranca to opposition at Sharpav l l la 

and euboequently. This would p a r t l y exp la in 

vhy a caapalgn s im i la r to t h a t organiead by 

tha ANT to oppose tha Sophletown reaovale did 

not occur. 

I n other waye too* the capacity f o r 

Alexandra ea e community to r e a l a t e t e t a 

ac t ion was dec l in ing* Control was increaeing 

and tha cohaeivaneea of the community wee on 

the decrease. Some pointere are givenj In 

1958* Alexandra wee taken over by the Alex­

andra Perl-Urban Heal th Board, who had g r e e t -

ar poware than d id l t a predecessor, and by 1962 

contro l had incraaaad even more. The passage 

of tha Batter Adai lnietrat ion of Deeignated 

Araaa Act introduced Alexandra t o a l l the 

featurea of control t h a t charactar ieed other 

black townships* 

The number of mlgrante r e l a t i v e to the 

nuaber of f e m l l l e e l i v i n g in Alexandre wee 

also increasing every year, n ig ran te wore not 

only houeod i n hostels but aleo i n roone I n and 

eaong fami ly housing. Probably regarding thee -

eelvae aa teaporary sojourners* they ware 

r e l a t i v e l y unconcerned about tha fu ture of 

Alexendre* and acted at l e e e t ee e non-unl -

fy lng f a c t o r * and at worat ea a source of 

f r i c t i o n . furthermore* aapec ie l l y a f t e r 

1965« the f a a i l l e s l i v i n g there were mostly 
1 i l l e g a l * ' - Soae d ig * parhape. not ragard 

themselves aa permanent reeidente* but ra ther 

.regarded Alexendre ae a atop—off place u n t i l 
they could f i n d a l t e r n a t i v e accommodation. 

However* many d id not move on. 

Uihen the Reeettlement Board demolished 

houaea they did i t i n such a way that i t 

could have nade maee resistance d i f f i c u l t to 

organleo* They d id not deaoiiah houeeev or 

reaove people* block by block or w i th in a 

epac l f l ad t i a e per iod . Because of incompetence* 

ahortage of funds, snq lack of a l t e r n a t i v e 

eccoModation* the complete demoli t ion of 

Alexandra waa constant ly delayed end. inetoad* 

the townehlp became metre and more over­

crowded* The insecur i ty f r i t by eoae of the 

inhebi tante auet have been immonee and so 

probably l i t t l e hope or determinat ion , necaeeary 

f o r res is tence , e x l e t a d . Thle ineecur i ty wee 

perpetuated through frequent r a i d s . I n 

add i t ion* alnce beelc eervicea were not 

oerr ied out and aince aeny fami l ies l i v e d i n 

one or twe rooms* aoatj people would probably 

have pre fer red t o hove been aovad to e three 

or four roomed houee In another eree* 

However* t h i s d id not mean t h a t raa ietence 

d id not occur. Tha nauspspars reported 

numerous inc idente of ind lv ldua le or f e a i l i e e 

who fought the a u t h o r l t i e e for the r igh t t o 

l i v e where they chooee* flany mora Incidente 

ware probebly not rogorded ae neweworthy by 

the preeo* 

I n d i v i d u a l ec ta of reeiatence may have 

e t e l l a d removele t o an extent* but there were 

other fac tora t h a t help to exp le ln tha delay 

i n i a p l e a e n t e t i o n . F i r s t l y , there ware reporte 

Of inedequete funde for coapeneetlon landownera 

ae w a l l ee to f inance the demoli t ion end t rene-

por ta t ion of the people . Secondly* one muet 

look «t the deaand for labour from Alexandra. 

Industry hed expended rap id ly i n the l e a t 15 

to 20 yeara in Wynberg, p rec iee ly because of 

the cloee proximity of cheep labour* Vorfcere 

did not have to undertake long end expenaive 

bus or t r a i n Journeye. So while people i n 

the neerby whi te reeide,nt ia l eraee may have 

been raeen t fu l towerde tha 'black spot 1 , there 

wee l i t t l e determined pressure from them to 

get Alexandra, removed* • I n d u e t r i e l i n t e r e e t 

favoured the l d M of t h e i r workere l i v i n g in 

Alexendre. aa d id tha expanding commercial 

world in the northern auburbe of 3ohenneeburg* 

Th i rd ly* ever eince the 1960s, there hee been 

en ecute houeing ahortage f o r Afr icene on the 

Uitwatererend* and while t h i e fec tor may not 

heva worried the outhor i t i ea very auch, i t d id 

not aake tha taek of removing people eeeiar* 

Alexandra wee I l k a a permanent equetter cemp 

• w i t h i n each yard i l l e g e l t i n ahantiee had 

been erected which only aede thinge more 

complicated for tha a u t h o r l t i e e . 

HOSTELS 

THE o r i g i n e l plen f o r Alexandra* mootad 

i n 1962. waa to deaolieh e l l femily houeing 

and to bu i ld 12 s ingle-sex hostels having a 

t o t a l of 32 000 bade. Seven of the h o s t e l * .-

would be f o r aen and f i v e f o r women. Eech 

hoete l would houee 2 SOo people . Hoetels 

were not a new idea in the h l e t o r y of 

government th ink ing on how to houee t h e i r 

lebour force* but a whole c i t y of hostels wee* 

The f i r s t two hoetele opened on the l e t 

August* 1972* The aen*a hoete l hed 2 600 beds 

and the women1a 2 600 . i n 1966 the a t a t a 

had paeeed policy to get r i d of the ' loca t ions 

i n the s k y ' , Thoee eouth of the Houghton RidQ* 

were removed to Oiepkloof Hoatal and thoee 
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north of the Ridge were expected to f i l l the 

Alexandre hoste ls . 

HOBtola a r t repreceive i n a t l t u t i o n a 

tfaaignad s p e c i f i c a l l y to noma workare a t 

tha loweet coat and wi th tha higheet poeeible 

c o n t r o l . They hardly taka i n t o account tha 

naada of tha ' lnmatea* and ao i t gooe without 

aaying that d i a a a t l a f a c t i o n and diecontent 

e x i s t e d . Raaiatance to hoata l accomodation 

and conditions waa manifested i n at laaat two 

weye* 

F i r o t l y , woman, e s p e c i a l l y , were r o l u t t -

ant to become hoata l dwe l l e ra . Thay t r i a d by 

•vary »een* poaaibla to f i n d a l t a r n a t i v a 

accommodation in othar townehipe* i l l e g a l l y 

i n Alexendre* or in white Dohenneeburg* 

Consequently tha women'e hoa ta l waa navar 

f i l l e d , woman wara l o o t praparad to antar 

tha hoata la than wan ainca thay of tan had 

chi ldran t 0 aupport i n Dohannaeburg and ao 

wora not ncessar i ly temporery aojournara in 

tha urban areas. Some woman who d id antar tha 

hoa ta l would fraquant tha ahabaana in Alex­

andra i n *n attempt to pick up, non-hoetel 

malee to nacapa hoa ta l l i f o . So daaparata 

wara some woman f o r a roof over t h a i r haada 

together w i t h t h a i r c h i l d r a n ( c h i l d r a n could 

not atay * t tha h o a t a l a ) that thay would 

stay i l l e g a l l y in Alexandre and rapaatadly pay 

admission 0 f g u i l t f i n a a whan ra idad by tha 

p o l i c e . Dthara raaialnad in houaaa about to 

be daaoliahad and would nova on again and 

again whan tha bul ldozara came* 

Sscondly* in flarch, 1973, tha hoata l 

woiin aant a daputation to Or Browda ( C i t y 

Counci l lor i n Johannesburg) to complain about 

hoata l condi t ions. 

Tha removals to tha hoatala d id not go 

without a publ ic outcry , aapac ia l l y aa many 

of tha paopla e f f ec ted wara domestic eorvante* 

A C i t l z a n Hoatal Action Committee, which had 

o r i g i n a l l y baen formad to f i g h t tha removal 

of domestic aarvanta f r o * whita Johanneeburg* 

waa raauaci tatad and held a publ ic meeting. 

Jta mombere conaiatad of paopla from tha 

churchaa t tha Progreesive Party and from tha 

Black Seen. Tha Committee t r i a d to Inform 

tha publ ic about tha Qieaetere of hostel 

l i v i n g and seemed to hava cauaad anough of a 

pub l ic outcry to evoke government promiaaa 

about haating and r a c t a a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s . 

Thay alao organiaad a p e t i t i o n and a dapu­

t a t i o n to tha fUmiata* of Bantu A f f a i r e and 

Development* 

Tha inadequacy of haating f a c i l i t i a a waa 

a major complaint t h a t fea tured every winter 

for about threa years. I n 1974 Or Orowde 

formad a 'Fr iende of Alexandra Hoatal Fund1 

which campaigned f o r haatara and money from 

the pub l ic * ee wal l a* aaking tha a u t h o r i t i e a 

to aupply haatara* In raaponaa to noieoa 
made by the pub l ic * P Janaon* Oaputy flinieter 

of Bantu Administrat ion and development* 

acknowledged that miatakea had baen made in 

tha establishment of the Alexandra hoata la* 

However* a month e a r l i e r he had alao aaid t h a t 

hoatele wara a 1 500 % improvement on the 

While i t i a edmirabla t h a t tha c i t i zens 

of Oohanneeburg formed a C i t i xen Action 

Committee or contr ibutad t o tha Frianda of 

Alaxandra Hoata l Fund, a word ahould be aaid 

about tha effbc t on p o l i t i c a l act ion or 

ree iatanca whan U b a r a l groupa pick up worker 

iaauaa* These groupa focueaed on iaeuee auch 

aa i n a u f f i c i a n t haat ing or tha lack or 

racree t ione l f e c l l i t i e a In i s o l a t i o n , inataad 

of poaing f i r a t and foramoat a challenge to 

tha whole hoetel ayetem, Sacauee of t h i a they 

wara i m p l i c i t l y accepting the hoatala aa 

acceptable i n e t l t u t i o n and would regard t h e i r 

cauae aa won i f haating waa provided or the 

M i n i s t e r had ceded a point or two* Thay 

funct ioned not to challenge the eniet ing 

s t ructure of lebour aupply. but rather to i ron 

out d i f f i c u l t i e s between employer* and the 

government* After a l l * worker product iv i ty 

can only ba low i f thay f roze the night 

•befora* end there i a no way of knowing what 

miachiavoue a c t i v l t i a a workera could get i n ­

volved i n i f r a c r e e t i o n e l f a c i l i t i a a wara not 

i provided* 5o hoete l dweller reeiatanca waa 

co-opted to become e eecondary c o n f l i c t 

between employers and the e t a t e * te ther than 

a fundamental c o n f l i c t between workera end the 

state ae rapraaantet ive of tha l n t e r e e t e of 

c a p i t a l i n g e n e r e l . 

REMOVALS IN THE 1970e 

DURING 1973* tha now renamed Board for tha 

Development of Peri-Urban Areas e te r ted once 

more to aove fami l iee out of Alexendre and to . 

demolish t h e i r houemc* Only f a m i l i e s who 

' q u a l i f i e d 1 l e g e l l y ware being rehoused. 

However*, many f a m i l i e e d id not qua l i f y * rteny 

huebanda and wivae he ld eingia parmite 

instead of family permite* whi le othere were 

not rag ia te red a t e l l * The Black seen have 

Alleged thet tha a u t h o r i t i e a issued wivee and 

huebanda with aingle parmite aa a device to 

prevent them from q u e l i f y i n g for family 

houaing* I f a c h i l d 1 a name wae not included 

On h ie /her mother's permit* ho/ehe had no 

O f f i c i a l ex istence. The au thor i t i ea would 
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also rafuaa to includa thB c h i l d ' s name. 

I f both husband and wi fa were in l a g a l 

aaploymant but j y m holding single permits , 

thsy wara t o l d to aspsrata and stay in 

aaxual ly aagragatad hoata la* To wives who 

wars unaaployad. wi th or without dapandanta* 

tha state ultimatum WBB * go to tha * homalands 

and taka you* dapandanta with you. To B woman 

who d id hava aaploymant but did not qua l i f y 

f o r • houao ( a g , a lngla woman, widows and 

divoroaaa) tha a t a t a aa id* * l l v a a ingly I n 

tha hoatala i n Alexandra and aand your c h i l d -

ran to tha homalands or go wi th your chl ldran 

t o tha hoaalanda'* Thraa quartara of ao-* 

c a l l a d ' s i h g i a woman1 i n tha Alaxandra hoata l 

had c h l l d r a n . ftany of tha woaian no longar 

had t i o a wi th tha 'homaland' a raaa t and thara 

waa no o f f i c i a l raply to tha woaan'a quaationt 

•Whara must wa aand our k i d a ? ' * Whan*tha 

chl ldran w>n aant away thay l o a t t h a i r r i g h t a 

aa urban dwai iara and would bacoma Migrant 

labourara . I f thay raaainad i n Alaxandra or 

aovad to anothar urban township thay would ba 

ragardad aa * l l l a g a l ' or 'undas l rab la 1 whan 

thay grow up and would axpcrlanca imaansa 

d i f f i c u l t i e s i n ga t t lng Jobs. Thay would 

alao ba aubjact to constant po l ica haraaa-

aant whan thay turnad 16 ainca thay would 

not ba abla to gat a rafaranca book* . 

FRECHGLU t i t i a ownara hava always baan 

a Minor i ty i n Alaxandra but at ona t i a a thara 

wara 2 500 f raahold t l t l a ownara. Sinca 

1963 tha nuftbar haa baan dacraaaing dua to 

axpropr ia t lon by tha a t a t a * Howavar* 

axpropr la t ion waa-alow u n t i l 1974* Tha 

a u t h o r i t i e s (now tha Uaat Rand Ada-iniatrat ion 

Board - WAAQ) ordarad a l l atand ownara t o 

vacata t h a i r propar t iaa by tha baginnlng of 

1975, Thay wara al lowad to raaain tananta 

u n t i l URA6 could f i n d thaa a l t a t n a t i v a 

accommodation, WRAB aada l i t t l a at tat ipt to 

do ao. Thara wara aany complaints f r o * l a n d -

ownara t h a t thay had to wai t months for compan-

aa t ion and that whan coapanaation was paid i t 

waa i n s u f f i c i e n t , WRAB o f f i c i a l a also r a i d -

sd houaaa and dapoaltad f u r n l t u r a on tha 

a t r a a t * but a f t a r an appaal to tha Supraaa 

Court t h i a waa ha l tad* With tha t a c t i c of 

a u l c t i o n danlad to thorn, WRAB bagan to 

daaand that ran ta la froai aub-tananta ba paid 

not to tha ownara but to thaai* Thay alao 

aovad paopla out of rooaa l a t by atandownara* 

By doing t h i a thay daprlvad ownara of t h a i r 

l i v a l i h o o d and thay wara fo rcad , through 

economic nacasslty* to a a l l t h a i r land to 

tha WRAB* 

1976 

PLANS f o r a raconatructad Alaxandra wara 

again • f o r a a l i x a d ' i n Auguat, 1976. Thia had 

' bacoaa a nacaaaity bacauaa tha ahortaga 6f 

accommodation for a i g r a n t labourara waa 

bacoailng acuta and avan aaploytra wara baing 

a f f a c t a d . I n 1975V WRAB had glvan panslaaion 

to at l a a a t 16 p r i v a t a coapanias to aract 

prafab hoatala in Alaxandra. Tha condit ions 

i n thaaa prafaba wara aa bad o t worsa than i n 

tha WRAB h o a t a l a . Thay wara t agar dad aa 

tanporary conatruct iona u n t i l haw hoatala 

wara b u i l t . 

Ho jav i r , f o r a>ora hoatala t o ba b u i l t * 

mora paopla would hava to ba aovad. * n Saptaav 

bar* 1976, WRAB announcad t h a t about 3 000 

a lngla para l t holdara would hava to aova to 

C i ty Oaap Hoata la . Thair praaant accoaao-

dat ion would ba daaioliahad and naw hoata la 

would ba b u i l t for thaa* Tha aova would ba 

for about two yaara . A l l family para i t holdara 

would ba aovad to Sowato and colourad fami l i aa 

t o Evaton. About 2 500 f a m i l i a s would ba 

a f f a c t a d . Removala bagan again in Novambsr. 

Two aajor pr6blaas aroaa f o r tha paopla 

a f fac tad by tha forcad raaovala. f i r s t l y , moat 

workad naar Alaxandra and wara no longar abla 

to gat to t h a i r plaeaa of work chaaply and 

qu ick ly . Sacondly, i t had baan o f f i c i a l 

pol icy for tha l a a t dacada not to iaaua family 

parmits , ftarriatf couplaa who appl lad f o r 

family pa ra i t s wara laauad wi th a lngla p a r a i t a . 

I n s e d i t i o n , dua to tha houalng ahortaga* 

•any a a r r l a d couplaa l i vad i n a lngla Quartara. i 

Conaaquantly aany marriad aan wara aovad t o 

City Oaap Hoata l , Whlla tha au thor l t l aa 

cont inua l ly danlad t h a t tha raaovala wara 

d ia turb ing f a a i i y U f a , whan Rav 8 But i and 

tha Alaxandra Studanta* Laagua opanad a 

buraau thay had aoon tablad 1 000 caaaa of 

a f fac tad f a a l l l a a * Af tar a aaat lng on tha 

12th 0acaabar t batwaan But i and WRAB o f f i c i a l a , 

a l l raaovala and daao l l t iona wara auapandad 

for ona aonth. During th ia par lod f a a l l l a a 

wara givan tha opportunity to aa tab l i ah t h a i r 

atatua wi th tha nacaaaary docuaantatlon, 

Tha s i tua t ion woroanad whan tha condit lona 

at C i ty Daap Hoatal wara axpoaad. Tha C i ty 

Haalth Oapartaant daolarad th ia accoaaodation 

u n f i t f o r human h a b i t a t i o n , and WRAB aovad tha 

aan to Lafalang Hoata l i n Sowato. Thia was 

avan fu r the r away from t h a i r place of work* 

Hany aan want back t o t h a i r f a a l l l a a or want 

to l l v a i l l a g a i l y i n tha whlta auburba. 

Raaovala and daao l l t iona wara plannad 

to a t a r t again in January* 1977. and WRAB 

proalaad t h a t no aora f a a l l l a a would ba s p l i t . 
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However, oni wands-re how many f a m i l i e s could 

proviso the necessary documentation to prove 

that thoy were morriod* " I l l e g a l 1 f a a i l i e e 

were a t l l l t o l d to s p l i t end the unemployed 

woven t o l d to re turn to the 'homelands', 

When a house wee vaceted i t wee demoliehed* 

However, at the end of ^obruery. I t wee 

reported t h a t aTRAB had s ta r ted repa i r ing p e r t ­

ly demoliehed houeee to accommodate f e m i l l e e 

who hed been l e f t homeloeo, i e thoee who hed 

been regis tered on a l n g l e p o r a l t e although 

they could prove they were f e m i l l e e * Thie 

ra ther obeurd, but elao t rag ic oct , cen 
perhepe be underetood by a look at the cont ra * 

d ic t lone t h a t WRAB wee faced wi th* Govern­

ment po l i cy eeid demolish, roaovo and croete 

a hoete l town. Yet there tee nowhere on the 

e lee on the Rand that the reeidente of 

Alexendre could move t o . Houeee were no 

longer being b u i l t a t a rapid ra te I n 

Soweto end Taeniae, and the wa i t ing l i a t a i n 

theee ereaa were aleo langthy* The eeme 

e l t u e t i o n ex ie ted in the Alexendre coloured 

community. Af ter f loode ih 1976, coluured 

people from the flooded Kltptown aovod I n t o 

houeee i n tvston which hed been earmarked f o r 

Alexendre f a a i l i e e * 

The dogaatic reaovalo of people who 

elraedy neve houeee l a e f e a t u r e of the aore 

i r r e t i o n a l q u a l i t y of apar the id . However, i n 

recent yeara there heve been etteaipte wade t o 

e t r o e a l i n e the apartheid p o l i c y , end i t wee 

only to be e s e t t e r of t i a e before Alexendre 

too would be reconeidorod. 

1979 

TM* yeer 1979 eeeaed to be the yeer of 

doom f o r Alexendre* In Kerch, Voeloo, 

Oeputy f l i n i e t e r of P l u r e l Re le t ione , ennounced 

that the reaeining 4 000 f a m i l i e s i n Alex­

endre would be moved ae eoon aa funde became 

a v a i l a b l e . 9 

Since 1976 there hed been en increase in 

p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y in the townahipa. I n i t i a ­

ted by the etudente during the 1976 upr is ings , 

some of the i n i t i a t i v e hed been taken over by 

churchmen end other leader* in the community. 

However, etudente remained ect ive — fop 

example, i n 1977 the Alexandra Studonte* 

Leoguo, together w i t h Sea B u t i , eet up • 

bureau to help people e f f ec ted by removale* 

end eleo ran e eurvey* The involvement of 

atudenta on ieeuee such ee houeing pointe to 

the importance of meter ie l ieeuee f o r e l l 

aectore of a p a r t i c u l a r l y deprived populat ion . 

I n October, 1978, an Alexandre Reeidente* 

Lieieon Committee waa eet up. Prominent on 

the committee wae Rev Sam B u t i . 1 0 under-

etendably, the f i r e t ieeue to conoern the 

L ie ieon Committee waa housing; they eppeeled 

for fami ly housing end euggeeted t h e t f l a t s , 

e im l le r t o thoee at f U t c h e l l ' e P la in in the 

Cape, be b u i l t * 

The Alexendre Reeidente* Lieieon Comm­

i t t e e (ARLC) hed t e l k e wi th Voeloo in Tebruery 

end he egreed thet the committee should become 

fo rma l i zed . He eleo agreed to e lect ione in 

A p r i l , which would be a im i la r to thoee for the 

Soweto Community Counci l . They hed more meet-

inge wi th Voeloo, end even eubalt ted plene 

f o r the redevelopment of Alexendre together 

w i t h the r e e u l t e o f the eoclo-economic 

eurvey they had conducted I n the township. 

On the 7th Play, 1979, i t wee announced 

t h a t e lec t ions would be held on the 16th of 

that aonth. However, a more lapor tant 

announcement wae made the fo l lowing day i n 

Par l iament . Voeloo ennounced thet Alexandra 

fami l ies would not be moved out end thet the 

townehip would become an urban erea for 

f a m i l i e e . WRAB would be inet ructed to conduct 

a eurvey of a l l reeidente to eeteb l ieh which 

f e a l l i e a would qua l i f y to stay in the 

redeveloped townehip — the ominoue impl icat ions 

of t h i e w i l l be diecueeed l a t e r . 

There wee* eccording to the press, 

generel Jubulat ion. There wee t e l k of e 

R 2 0 0 - * i l l i o n plan of turning the eree in to e 

h igh-denei ty euburb with duplex f l e t e , 

shopping centree and a g iant eport etedium. 

Organisations such aa the Urban foundation 

promieed f i n e n c i e l eeeietance. 

Que p e r t l y t o the repr ieve there wee a 

r e l a t i v e l y large amount of i n t e r e e t i n the 

Lieieon Coaaittee e lec t ione then hed been the 

ceee i n other townshipe. The e lec t ion wea 

f o r 6 aeate — enother 4 eeete would be 

nominated by the Department of Co-operetion 

end Development* Two p e r t i e e conteeted the 

e l e c t i o n - the Seve Alexandra Party and the 

Save Alexendre Reeidente and Tenanta Party.. 

The d i f ferencee between them did not eaem 

g r e a t . The 5AR6TP wanted the hoetele changed 

in to f i e t e for occupetion by f e a i l i e e , while 

the SAP wentad to re ta in the hoete le for the 

aeantime* Perhepe more e i g n i f i c a n t were the 

p e r e o n a l l t i e e involved in the e l e c t i o n . Rev 

B u t i , leeder of the SAP, end h ie f a l l o w 

contestants, were auch more w a l l known i n the 

community* Rev Buti hed helped people 

during the 1976 reaovele . The campeigne 

included meetinge et the etedium, poetry 

readings, muelc and modelling ehowe. 

Voting e te r ted on the 16th Hey end 

eccording to the preee there wee e rueh to 
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vo te . Residents q u a l i f i e d to vote i f they 

were over 18 end possessed e i t h e r a res ident ­

i a l permi t , an ownership permi t , a housing 

c e r t i f i c a t e * or e hostel c e r t i f i c a t e , as w e l l 

as s receipt to prove that he/she yea up to 

date v i t h rent payments* The press said t h a t 

the e lect ions were w e l l eupported by the young. 

The booths were apparently so crowded thet 

voting was extended by another day* 

A l l the candidatee of the SAP were e lec ted 

by e le rge mejor i ty * The e lec t ion p o l l was 

said to be AGS* However many questions 

remain to be eeked about the e l e c t i o n . 

WHY? 

WHY d id i t sppeer eo important to the 

government to destroy the Alexandra community, 

and which considerations etayed l t a hand at 

the l e s t moment? An important funct ion of 

apartheid i e to r e t e i n w i t h i n urban areee 

only ea many a f r icene se ere required for the 

labour needs of white South A f r i c a , end to 

remove the o l d , u n f i t end unemployed to the 

13*£ of the country comprising the 'homelands' 

or ' independent e t e t e e ' * V i t h t h i a object ive 

in n ind , eoaie 2 m i l l i o n people neve already 

been uprooted and re loca ted , some of t h i e 

number coming from Alexendra. 

I n the urban areas the e t e t e nee ettempt-

ed to house es large a percentage ee possible 

of the labour force in wel l cont ro l led hoetelo* 

Howevart unfortunate ly for the e t a t e there 

were a la rge number of e f r icsne who had l i v e d 

i n the urban areas f o r so long that they no 

longer hod eny rural t l o e * The government 

hee attempted to make these people aa r i g h t -

less as ooesible in urban ereee, whi le 

encourecjing them to take out 'homeland1 

c i t i z e n a h i p , Ano so. i n Alexandra f reehold 

r ights wars removed* fami ly housing in urban 

areas has been provided, but i a w a l l cont ro l led 

end segregated. Alexendra was not p a r t i c u l a r ­

l y conducive to contro l for reaeons we have 

discussed above - and so the a u t h o r i t i e e 

desired i t * removal. 

There were, of course, other reaaona given 

to exp le in the removal of Alexandre, eg I t l a 

e 'black spot1 end hea l th hezerd. However, 

we must be c a r e f u l to d is t ingu ish between 

r e e l reeeone and i d e o l o g i c a l cover—upe* 

Alexandra was to have become a hoetel town 

end would s t i l l have const i tuted e "black 

epot* i i n f a c t t h i e 'b lack epot' wee very 

dee i rab le f o r the indue t r i ee which hod develop­

ed around the townehip. But the reeeone f o r 

Alexandra's removal need not neceeeerl ly be 

explained by economic determinants t Ideology 

in South Af r lce hae a momentum of i t s own and 

therm i e considerable economic i r r a t i o n a l i t y 

i n the dogamtic pursui t of complete aegre-

gat ion in urban areas, Alexandre wee to e 

cer te in ex tent e v i c t i m of t h i e ideology* 

The change of pol icy in 1979 i e perhepe e 

re turn to a more r a t i o n a l path* 

Uhy i n 1979 d id the government reveres 

i t e decieion concerning Alexendra, especia l ly 

alnce they had attempted ao herd for ao many 

yeere to remove the piece? While one may 

answer thet i t waa aa r e e u l t of Sen B u t i ' e 

eppeele end a c t i o n s , the t e a l reeeone go 

f e r deeper. 

To understand the reason why Alexandra 

wee saved, together wi th communities l i k e 

Jjlenmore and Crossroads, l e t ue look b r i e f l y 

end rether crudely at the South Afr icen 

p o l i t i c e l Aconomy in 1979. I n the l e e t decade 

or so there hee been a s t r u c t u r a l t r a n s ­

formation of the South Afr ican economy, and 

monopoly cap i ta l ism nas become dominant. 

This has had a wide renge of repercueeions 

on ereee such aa employment, c a p i t a l i n t e n s i t y , 

t r a d e , the d iv ie ion or labour , government end 

ideology. Unemployment hed increased i n the 

1960s despite a growth in the economy and haa 

become a e t ruc ture l f e e t u r e . e fee t even the 

government i a now coming to terms wi th* In 

the labour process, s f r icans ere increeeinQ-

l y occupying semi -sk i l l ed poei t ione* Therm i a 

e growing i d e n t i t y of i n t e r e a t between 

business and the e t a t e , and the t r a d i t i o n a l 

cla*vegee along the l inea of nationalieme 

ere becoming lese a i g n i f i c a n t * 

South Af r ican capi ta l ism hae thrown up 

e whole eer iae of contredict iona and the 

ra ther unique c e p i t e l i e t e t ructure i e going 

to have to change to eurvlve* So while there 

me« be some s u p e r f i c i a l changee being made to 

apartheid there are aleo eome fe r reaching, 

more genuine changes being made to a l t e r 

South A f r i c a from e rece t o a more o v e r t l y 

cle%e or ien ta ted eociety* 

South A f r i c a ' e atretegy for change, or 

' t o t e l s t ra tegy ' aa PU Botha hae termed i t , 

involves f i v e d i f f e r e n t ereee* F i r s t l y , therm 

i e en attempt to mobil ize e l l of South A f r i c e ' e 

resources which includee the co—ordinetion 

of p r i va te end publ ic sector e c t i v l t i e e * end 

the c i v i l ect lon progremmee of the ermy in 

the r u r a l areaa* Secondly, there i e the 

bui ld ing up of a strong m i l i t a r y f o r c e , 

noing hend in hend wi th e qrowinq m i l i t a r i -

j s t i o n of our soc ie ty . T h i r d l y , there le en 

attempt to give people veated in te res t in the 

stetus quo* There haa at l e s t been a recogni ­

t ion of the permanence of the urban black 



page 56 

populat ion , and e f f o r t s a r t b t ing • a d * to make 

tha l i v e s of t h i e group easier and ao to 

crssts an urban e l i t e . Four th ly , those land­

less end unemployed that are not incofporatad 

in to the power s t ructure era i d e n t i f i e d as the 

p o t e n t i a l enemy end ere t i g h t l y c o n t r o l l s d . 

They srs dumped in to r u r a l areee with no 

mesne of escspe* I t i e importent to bear in 

• i n d that the r e l a t i v e p r i v i l e g e e grsnted to 

urban a f r l c s n s are st the expenee of i n t e n e i -

f i e d impoveriehment i n the r u r a l areaa* The 

urban unemployed ere r e s e t t i e d in the r u r e l 

ereee* And f i f t h l y , there i e a new f l e x i b i ­

l i t y as regerda r a c i a l domination; ao long ae 

d e e s domination romelne. Tor South Af r ica t o 

maintain eaeent ia l l i n k a w i t h i m p e r i a l i s t 

powers she cen no longer e f fo rd to have the 

image of e t o t a l i t a r i a n a t e t e wi th doathe in 

de ten t ion , bul ldozing of houeee end other 

eeomingly i r r e t i o n e l ac t ions . 

Yet deepite s tate repraaaionireeietence 

i s growing and the e t a t e and c a p i t e l are 

working hard to undermine i t * And ao they 

defuss p o t e n t i a l f laahpointe auoh ae 

Crossroads* Glsnaore and Alexandre which 

might become focuses of p o l i t i c a l mobi l l ea t ion 

end s t ruggle* Thie aimultaneoualy improvoe 

South A f r i c a 1 e image abroad, Thie new f l e x i ­

b i l i t y i s simply thsre to undrecut res istance 

and has no e f f e c t on the m i l l i o n s of other 

v l c t i a e of removalereoett lod 1 « M conspicuoe-

I t aeoms t h a t although Alexandra hee not 

received ea much prominence as Crossroads or 

Glenmore i t hes slao become the subject of 

Koornhofs nsw • f l e x i b i l i t y ' . Once the s t a t e 

i s committed to permenent urban r e s i d e n t i a l 

r ights for e f r i c a n a , and is concerned wi th 

creat ing an urban e l i t e , tha o ld motives f o r 

demolishing Alexandre f e l l away end instead 

i t becomes Important t Q co-opt Alexandra and 

put i t under the some degree of control as 

othsr e f r i c e n r e e i d e n t i e l townships. Because 

Alexandra wee slwaye meant to 'be g o i n g 1 , the 

provision of controls such ae wide rosde, 

pol ice s t a t i o n s , s t r a t e g i c a l l y planmed opsn 

spots, es w a l l ea Urban Bantu Councile or 

Community Councile d id not e x i e t . Heny 

psople * a r e able to l i v e i l l e g a l l y and wi th 

t h e i r f a m l l i e e more e e a i l y In Alexsndra then 

in other Rmmt townshipe. Coloured people, ee 

wel l es some meaaere of other r a c i a l groups 

wsro eble t o l i v e in an in tegra ted community 

with l i t t l e r a c i a l f r i c t i o n . The ' In formal 

aector* could eleo t h r i v e * 

The atrategy f o r Alexandra l a to recogni ie 

i t ee en urben r e s i d e n t i a l area and use i t 

ea a powerful instrument in co-opt ing a f r lcane 

eupport i g iv ing the* a oteke in the etetue 

quo. 

One of the f i r s t thlnge t h a t Voaloo aaid 

when he announced tha change in s tate po l i cy 

towerda Alexandre wee thet there would be e 

survey conducted to eetebl loh which f e m i l i e e 

would qua l i f y to atay i n a redeveloped town­

sh ip . Under the p r e t e x t of t h i e aurvey they 

would be able to weed out ' i l l e g e l e ' who 

would then be aent to the 'homelands'* Since 

the repr ieve f o r employed ' i l l e g a l s ' which 

gave them permiaaion t o rog ie te r and become 

' l e g a l ' , moat of the ' i l l e g e l e ' I n the urban 

araaa w i l l be those people who ere unemployed. 

Thua the 'homelande1 become the dumping 

grounde for a l l thoee who era not needed in 

urban areaa, who are 'unco-optable ' and 

who could cauae unrest . The eeparation of 

tha employed and unemployed aleo destroys the 

s o l i d a r i t y of ths oppressed psople. 

The mlgrent workere l i v i n g in Alexandre 

have elso bssn 'saved* by Voaloo. They e t i l l 

hsvs to l i v e in hoste ls , are denied permsnsnt 

r e s i d e n t i e l r i g h t s , end ere not allowed to 

bring t h e i r f e m i l i e e to the urben ereee* 

Todey a new 2 500-bed hoate l i e being b u i l t 

without any but minor changes to prsvious 

nodels. As long ss migrant labour pere ie ts 

the bssic s t ructure of exp lo i ta t ion and 

oppression in South A f r i c a remains. 

Who then hes Vosloo 'saved'? Ha hae 

'eaved' thoee who hsvs ths correct permite 

and who have the p o t e n t i e l t o heve e veeted 

i n t e r e e t in the etetue quo. In the govern— 

mant'a b id to create e 'bleck middle c lees 1 

and i n commerce and indust ry 's keenness to 

back up tha govsrnmsnt, they have become 

concernad wi th tha provie ion of sat is factory 

housing, educetion end aoc ie l aerv icee . 

Promieee of plena for duplex f l e t e , green b e l t e 

end ohopping centres ere on tha one hand a 

way of gaining eupport from people who aspire 

to e suburban e t e t u e , end on the other en 

i n d i r e c t c e l l to bueiness and induatry to 

reapond end provide aae la tance . The Urban 

Foundation hae baen very forward in o f f e r i n g 

assiatanca to an Alexandra development p r o j e c t . 

Plans are alao in the p ipe l ine to e s t a ­

b l i s h an Alexendre Town Counci l , preeumebly 

wi th more powers then those of Community 

Councils* The government's snnouncement thet 

they would 'eeve* Alexendre just s f t e r the 

snnouncemsnt of the Alexandra Liaison 

Committse e l e c t i o n s , was a powerful ploy 

to gain legi t imacy f o r the comnittee end the 

e l e c t i o n s . 



"South A f r i c a i e * Qrevayerd of p r e d i c t -

i o n e 1 aaya Oohnaon* a u t h o r of How Lonq ' J i l l 

South A f r i c a S u r v i v e ? * and t h i a l a p r o b a b l y 

at t r u e f o r A l e x a n d r a i n t h e f u t u r t aa i t haa 

baan f o r A lexandra i n t h e p e a t * The q u e a t i o n 

t o be answered i a w i l l A l e x e n d r a be c o - o p t e d 

and become a modal t o v n e h i p f o r those peop le 

whom the government wents t o p r o v i d e w i t h « o « t 

v e t t e d i n t e r e s t , o r w i l l a o r e p o w e r f u l e o c i a l 

f o r c e s o v e r t a k e thcee movee* 

N o t e s ! 

1 * . Accord ing to en e x p l e n e t o r y memorandum 
i s s u e d w i t h t h e Act* t h e Ac t made i t p o t t i b l e 
f o r t h e e t e t e t o d t c l e r t an e r e a where 
t f r i c e n e hed e c q u l r e d l a n d * t o become an 
urban l o c a t i o n . Th ie meent t h e t p r o u i e i o n e 
of i e g i a l a t l o n r e l a t i n g t o a f r i c a n a i n urban 
a r e e a would now apply to A l e x a n d r a . The Group 
A r e e t Act now e p p l l e d to A l e x a n d r e and ao 
a tepa t o move more c o l o u r e d f t a i i l i e e o u t began . 

2« T n c i d e n t a r e p o r t e d i n t h e nawapaper t 
i n c l u d e : a ) t h e caae of 15 lant iounere who went 
t o c o u r t , e v e n t u a l l y to t h e Supreme C o u r t , end 
a p p e a l e d f o r an i n t e r d i c t demanding t h a t no 
peraona be f o r c e f u l l y e x p r o p r i a t e d . They won 
t h i e but i t wee o n l y e p e r t i a l v i c t o r y e i n c e 
they e t l l l had to l e a v e t h e i r homeaf 
b ) one e l d e r l y man f o u g h t t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 
a i n o l e h a n d e d i n h i e a t t e m p t not t o be moved. 
He went t o c o u r t end to j a i l and i t wae on ly 
a f t e r h i t r e l e a e e t h e t he gave up and went 
to l i v e i n 3 ' iweto* 

3 . The h o a t e l a c o a t R1 0 4 5 194 and R1 134 763 
r e e p e c t i v e l y t o b u i l d . By 1973 t h e men'e 
h o a t e l wet f u l l and a w a i t i n g l i a t e x i a t e d . 
However , on ly 600 out o f t h e 2 600 beda i n the 
women's h o a t e l ware o c c u p i e d * and wee t h e r e f o r e 
a f i n a c i a l l o e e . 

4 * T h i a i n v o l v e d t h e removel o f 2 464 women 
end 200 men f rom 156 b l o c k e of f l a t e * The 
a t a t e d e v i a e d a f o r m u l a f o r t h e numbera o f 
s e r v a n t s who c o u l d l e g a l l y s t a y i n f l a t s 
and peop le i n exceaa of t h i a number had t o g o . 

5 * T h e i r g r i a v a n c e a i n c l u d e d h e e t i n q . r e n t t 

p e r m i t s f o r v i s i t o r s , bad t r e e t m e n t by 
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i n s p e c t r e e s e e . l a c k o f h o t w a t e r * p e t t y 
e h e r r j e e end a r r e s t s , a n d a l a c k o f a p a c e . 

6 * T h i s a e a n t t h a t t h e y c o m p l i e d w i t h r e g u — 
l e t i o n e l a i d down i n 1 9 6 8 , t h a t o n l y a man who 
i e o v e r 2 1 y e a r a o f a g e * who l a e S o u t h A f r i c a n 
c i t i z e n , who q u a l i f i e s t o b e i n o p r e a c r i b e d 
e r e e ( i n t e r m e o f S e c t i o n 1 0 ( 1 ) ( a ) o r ( b ) o f 
t h e U r b a n A r e e a C o n a o l i d a t i o n A c t ) e n d whose 
w i f e i a l e g e l l y i n t h e e r e e a n d who h a a 
d e p e n d e n t s may b e c o m e t h e r e g i s t e r e d t e n a n t 
o f e h o u s e i n e B a n t u H e e l d e n t i a l A r e a . 

7 . 79% o f t h e c h i l d r e n o f women a t t h e h o a t e l 
fnana ed t o f i n d p l a c e e i n t h e ' h o m e l e n d e * 
w h i l e t h e o t h e r 2 1 > w e n t t o l i v e w i t h r e l a t i v e e 
i n o t h e r t o w n s o r o n f a r m s i n w h i t e a r e a s * 

8 * The b l u e p r i n t f o r t h e r e c o n s t r u c t e d 
h o s t e l t o w n i n c l u d e d B h o e t e l c o m p l e x e s ( 6 f o r 
m e n ) e n d r e c r e e t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e e * R e c r e a t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s e r a o f t e n i n c l u d e d i n h o a t e l p l e n a 
a l n c e r e c r e e t i o n c h a n n e l s g r i e v a n c e s , d i a a e t i e -
f a c t i o n end f r u a t r a t i o n a b o u t work a n d l i v i n g 
c o n d i t i o n e i n t o some h e r m l e a a p u r s u i t , 

9 . I n a n t i c i p a t i o n o f t h e move o f e l l 
c o l o u r e d f e m l l i e a a l l f a c i l i t i e e f o r c o l o u r e d 
p e o p l e ( e g t h e s c h o o l a n d g r e v e y a r d ) w e r e 
a w i t c h e d f r o m A l e x a n d r a t o o t h e r a r e a a . The 
c o l o u r e d p e o p l e n e v e e e y e t ( J a n u a r y , 1 9 8 0 ) 
n o t b e e n m o v e d * 

1 0 * Ae w e l l e e r u n n i n g a p a r i a h i n A l e x a n d r e 
R e v B u t i o c c u p i e s a l e e d i n g p o e i t i o n i n t h e • 
S o u t h A f r i c a n C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e e * 

1 1 , The p l e n i n c l u d e d f l a t e a n d new h o u s e s 
b u t a a i d t h a t t h e e x i s t i n g h o a t e l a a h o u l d 
r e m a i n . 

1 2 * Wee t h e r e c o e r c i o n , f a l s e p r o m i s e e a n d 
m i a u n d e r e t e n d i n g s t h e t g o t p e o p l e t o v o t e ? 
H e r e t h e b o o t h a r e a l l y e s c r o w d e d e e t h e p r e e e 
made o u t * o r w t e i t a t a c t i c t o g e t t h e p e o p l a 
t o v e t s ? O r w e r e p e o p l e g e n u i n e l y e n t h u e i e s -
t i c a b o u t t h e e l e c t i o n s a n d p r o a p e c t e o f 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ? U s e t h e r e e n y move t o e n c o u r a g i 
a b o y c o t t o f t h e e l e c t i o n ? U n f o r t u n a t e l y 1 
h e v e n o t b e e n a b l e t o f i n d a n s u e r a t o t h e e a 
q u e s t i o n s * 
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ALEXANDRA TOWNSHIP: 
' u p l i f t 1 o r c o - o p t i o n ? 

ON 7th Hay 1979, the deputy min is ter of 

Co-operat ion end Development, Rt Voeloo, 

ennounced i n Psrliam*int t h a t Alexandre 

township hed been granted a repr ieve* He 

eald that plane f o r the development of 

Alexandre i n t o a hoe te l town for a l n g l e 

migrant workere had been shelved and t h a t 

h ie dapertwent was planning a renewal proon 

baaed on high densi ty fami ly housing. 

Thle cheme i n pol icy wi th reepeot 

to Alexandra must be aeon i n tha context 

of the general change in a t a t a pol icy with 

reepect to urban black ereoe , Thle change l e 

condit ioned by the attempt of the a t a t e to 

r e s t r u c t u r e eoc la l r e l e t i o n e i n order to cope 

wi th the chenglng needa of c a p i t a l . South 

Af r ican c a p i t a l i e becoming dominetod by 

the monopoly eactor which i a at praeent 

character leed by c e n t r e l i e a t -

i o n and concentrat ion of 

C a p i t a l i n t o fewer, l a r g e r , more 

powerful buelneee organisat ions* 

There l e a tendency towards the 

employment of increased c a p i t a l 

in tane lve technology in 

industry which haa i t s 

concrete mani festat ion in 

the number of workers 

unemployed as they get 

replaced by machinery. 

Theae changes in the 

nature of c a p i t a l l e t 

production in South 

\ A f r ica mean that 

induatry neede both 

semi -sk i l l ed end 

highly e k i l l e d workers* 

{ f o r a more 

d e t a i l e d d i e -

cusslon of 

these i ssues , 

a i l 

see the e r t l c l e on 'Tota l Strategy* I n 

qork |n Pr.gqrsea 1 1 , february 1960, 

eepec la l l y pa gas 3 - 3 ) . 

The upr la inge i n 1976-77 h ighl ighted 

the need for a e teb le end contented labour 

f o r c e * The a ta te > e reeponee to changee w i t h i n 

c a p i t a l * ond lncreeeed worker m i l i t a n c y , i i 

a r t i c u l a t e d in the reporte of the tfiahahn and 

R ieker t Commissions, snd in the t o t a l e t re tegy 

i n i t i e t i v a e belnn formulated by the e t e t e snd 

i t e apperatueee# These reporte advocate 

increased oontrol ower the working c laea and 

attempt to creete a labour a r le tocrarcy and 

black potty bourgeoisie* The rfiekert Cotfmieeion 

ettemfita to locate blacka i n Joba a t higher 

l e v e l * w i t h i n the production proceae through 

InoroMOd t r a i n i n g programmee* I t a lso attsmpta 

t o re locate the unemployed by export ing them 

to the r u r a l areee* Thle i e an attempt to moke 

urben areas eafe from the p o t e n t i a l t h r e a t 

of tha unemployed* I t e leo advocatee the 

c rea t ion of a p r iv i l eged eect lon of the 

working class i n the sense t h a t they hove 

protected r i g h t s to employment* The f low of 

migrant workere in to the c i t y w i l l be t i g h t l y 

cont ro l l ed* 

Relat ing to the provla lon of houeing i n 

black urban a reee , the Commission recommended 

thet erven wi th the necessery eervlcee ehould 

be a l loca ted to hlacke in t h e i r ree l r fant ie l 

i r t a i on a leaaehold baeie* The Commission 

recommended t h e t I n f l u x contro l be l inked 

to the a v a i l a b i l i t y of work and of approved 

housing* 
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The Commission fu r the* recommended the 

creat ion of • Stable black middle close pac i f i ed 

wi th bet ter housing end conditions of emoloynsnt 

employment* Ree t r l c t iona in rcopcct of black 

buelneeeman i n to bt l i f t e d . 

Although tha raport of tha Rlekor t 

Commission wee publiahed eqmo nontha a f t e r 

tha repr ieve f o r Alexandra was announced* 

i t should ba aaan In terme of tha o v a r a l l 

chonqe i n e t a t e p o l i c y , the condlt lona f o r 

which elroady e x i s t e d , 

Tha recommondetlone of tha Riakart 

Commission should ba aaan «s l inked to tha 
1 t o t a l s t rategy* ooncapt formulated by tha 

a t a t a and i t a apparatuaaa In ordar to 'defend 

South A f r i c a * * Car ta ln chsngaa ara baing mada 

to giva blacks a a a t a r l a l stake g iv ing them 

oauaa to 'defend South A f r i c a 1 * Thaaa attempts 

by c a p i t a l and tha a t a t a a i * a t axtanding 

p o l i t i c a l and l d a o l o g i c a l c o n t r o l through 

tha granting of t u t o r i a l conceeaione* 

Tha eatebliahment of tha Urban foundation 

a f t a r tha upr ia inga In 1976 aims to improve 

tha q u a l i t y of U f a i n black urban araaa 

through t r a i n i n g schemes* houaa bat taraant 

and urban ranawal schemec* Tha Urban 

foundat ion manifests c a p i t a l ' s attampt t o 

o a i n t a i n tha a x l a t i n g process of c a p i t a l 

accumulat ion. This point wss M d e claar 

recent ly by Hr Just ice Jen Steyn* executive 

d i r e c t o r of tue Urban foundat ion, whan 

addressing Rotary I n t e r n a t i o n a l ' s 55th 

annual conference o f D i s t r i c t 92S I n 

N e l s p r u i t * There he eaid 

• I f people want tha f raa antarpr iaa 
system to continue* thay ara going to 
have to gat o f f t h e i r but ts and meko 
contr ibut ions toward* housing*" ( 2 ) 

Ha want on to wern t h e t tha l u l l i n townehlp 

protaate ahould not ba ragardad ea *braathing 

s p e c s ' . 

I t hae c l e a r l y been tha impetus of 

monopoly c s p i t a l i e t l n t e r a a t a which have 

a r t i c u l a t e d the above strategy> t h i e aims at 

conta in ing townahip raaietence by the employ-

ment of echamaa to laprova the mater ia l 

condltione of asctions of tha working c laaa 

through organiaationa l i k e tha Urben foundat ion* 

Menbere of tha Urban foundat ion have 

acknowledged that o a r t a i n reforme ara 

neceeeary in ordar to maintain soc ia l 

s t a b i l i t y and oontinuoue c e p i t a l l a t product ion. 

Between 1st Harch 1977 and 3rd Auguat 1979* 

tha Urban foundet ion undertook e t o t a l of 

268 projects throughout South A f r i c a . 9 of 

these pro jac ta wara n a t i o n a l projects end 

26 wara research or f e a s i b i l i t y s tud ios . 

Tha pro jac ta undertaken wara in tha area of 

housing, education and t r a i n i n g * community 

f a c i l i t i e a and hea l th aarv icaa* Tha funda 

approved for theae projacta amounted to 

R 1 3 . 0 6 - m i l l i o n . ( 3 ) 

I t can be eeen t h a t an attempt l a baing 

mada to buy of f a sect ion of the working 

c laaa* Thie eect lon gain t h e i r acceae to 

thaaa p r i v i l a g a a by q u a l i f y i n g for urban 

r l g h t a under eectione 10 ( i ) (a) end ( b ) * 

I n proeenting the annual raport qf the 

Department of Community Development to 

Parl iament on 27th Karon 1980. the aacretary 

o f the department werned againet d ia rup t lone 

i n tha s t a t e ' s houeing progremma through the 

leek of funds* He added t h a t any attempt to 

c u r t a i l atatm p a r t i c i p e t l o n in housing 

provis ion would play i n t o the hande of 

•South A f r i c a 1 a anemlea1* ( a ) 

So i t can c l e a r l y ba seen that tha a t a t e 

and c a p i t a l ara involved i n a daeperate attempt 

to buy of f a aeot lon of the working c leaa* 

Coupled with t h i e l e the attempt to s t r i c t l y 

c o n t r o l the people who do not qua l i f y f o r 

incorpora t ion , namely the landless and 

unemployed who w i l l be re located in the r u r a l 

araaa under the contro l of the various 
1 homeland1administrations whoaa r e a p o n a i b i l i t y 

thay have become* 

The raprievee granted to Croeeroada and 

Alexandra and tha eubaaquent plana f o r 

redevelopment a r e . I be l i eve* the f i r e t 

involvement of the e t a t e I n 'betterment 

schemes' aimed a t improving tha ' q u a l i t y of 

l i f e * i n ex is t ing black tovnshipe* The e t a t e 

l a now fo l lowing the i n i t i a t i v a a undertaken by 

c a p i t a l * I t ahould* of course, not be 

forgot ten that t h e - a t a t a hae given I t a approval 

to programmes underteken by the Urban 

Foundation* 

Tha redevelopment i s being plsnned by the 

planning eectlon of the Department of Co­

operat ion end Development in conjunction w i t h 

VRA6* the Department of Community Development* 

the Alexandra Llalaon Committee and the 

Sandton C i ty Counci l * ( 6 ) The in ten t ion l e 

to turn Alexandra in to a modal townahip ( 7 ) 

t h a t w i l l be the pr ide of every South A f r i c a n , 

I t l a to have f l a t s end maieonmttee * 

recondit ioned houses, green b e l t s * t e r rsd 

roods and f u l l aarv icaa* An attempt la a t 

present being made to acquire more land on 

tha eeat aide of the Dukskei River to make 

in to an e l i t e area* ( 6 ) 

P i e t Koornhof hoe elao promleed 

p u b l i e a l l y to requeat Parl iament to grant 
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f u l l municipal s t a t u * to R l f x a n f t i , ( 9 ) 

Alexandra has • h l o t o t y of f reehold 

r i g h t e * To date there arc s t i l l 432 f r e e ­

h o l d e r s . Osspite t h i e * t h t bssls of land 

t m m i n the redeveloped Alexandre w i l l bo 

99-yeer leseshold* Tho 99-year leasehold 

tsnure system I * Intended to promote urban 

black nor© ownorehlp* These regulet iono vara 

gazetted I n December 1976 and rapreaant a 

reeponaa by tha a t a t a to the demands of 

otQanlaad c a p i t a l aa a maana of creat ing a 

black a iddle c leee* Thia leasehold echeae 

mesne t h a t blacka can for t h * f i r a t time take 

out bu i ld ing aociaty loans. Previouely* bu i ld ing 

a o e l a t i a a d id not conaider tha 30-year l e s e s ­

hold under the I960 regulat iona aa adequate 

s e c u r i t y * ( 1 0 ) Under th ia scheme only thoae 

wi th urban r i g h t s q u a l i f y for hone ownership. 

According to reaesrch done by Dr 8 

Boeden* aanlor l e c t u r e r I n Quentl ty Surveying 

e t the Un lve ra l t y of V i twatererend* th ia scheme 

w i l l not benef i t the M j o r i t y of black urban 

dwel lere who do not have the monthly income t o 

repay a housing loan. He haa estimated t h a t 

the averega monthly houaehold income of blacka 

In the Pretot ia-JJi twateretend-Vereeniging 

t r i a n g l e l a R200, of Which an eatimatad 

R1S6 l a spent on necesesry items* Thia leaves 

R12 over aa the poseible repayment on a l o a n . 

Furthermore* I t l e u n l i k e l y t h e t theee people 

would ba able to pay the eatimatad R300 In 

a i t e surveying expenses* or that they would be 

able to a f f o r d the i n i t l s l coete of taking out 

a 99-year leaae which Includes a 20Ji deposit 

on ths house* connection faea for water* 

eswage and e l e c t r i c i t y * By the ond of March 

1980* 184 people had reg is te red leasehold 

t l t l e a under t h i a achate . ( 1 1 ) 

At tha same time aa grant ing tha repr ieve 

f o r Alexendra* Voaloo alao announced that e 

aurvay would be undertaken by JrtAB to ea teb l i sh 

who would q u a l i f y for houeing in the redeveloped 

Alexandra* Preeumebly the underlying I n t e n t i o n 

of tha aurvay would ba to ea tab l i ah who did 

not qua l i f y to be In the ares so that they 

could be exported to the 'homolanda** This i e 

in keeping wi th the ftiekert Commission 

recomaendatlono and the new etratagy sdoptad 

by tha a t a t e * 

A 1979 populat ion cenaua wee held in 

Alexendra end i t wee eatimatad that the 

populat ion wee 50 000 of whom 10 000 ware 

eatimatad to be ' i l l a g e l e ' * ( 1 2 ) 

With reapact to t h i e issue* the 

Alexandra Lialaon Committee hae an ambivalent 

p o a l t i o n * In the f l r e t laaua of the Alexendra 

Chronic le* the o f f i c i a l b u l l e t i n of the Liaison 

Committee* publlehed by WRAB* Sam 8 u t l * 

chairman of tha L ia laon Committee warned 

' i l l e g e l e * t h a t they would not be permit ted 

to remain in the area* I n the esme issue* i t 

was reported t h e t the edmln ls t rs t ive sub­

committee of the L ia laon Committee had 

invest igsted ths cssss of ' l l l e g e l e * end hed 

found that 2 000 f a m i l l e e d id in fac t 

q u a l i f y for urban r i g h t s and eo the Lialaon 

Committee had I n faot asvad tha f a m i l l e e 

from e v i c t i o n * ( 1 3 ) 

Under e laeer ene lye ie* th ia etetement 

emerges ea an attempt to r e t e l n t h e i r popular 

facade whi le a t t h e esme t ime ac t ing aa 

mouthpiece for the s t s t s * A recent survey 

i n t o the socio-economic condit ions i n 

Alsxsndrs undertaken by the Sociology 

Department e t the Un lve ra l t y of South A f r i o a 

(UNI5A) haa shown t h a t the average fami ly 

a i r e in Alexandra I s 5 *7 * ( 1 4 ) Simple 

ar i thmet ic ahowe t h a t tha L ia laon Committee 

haa thue 'saved* 12 000 people from e v i c t i o n * 

when only an eetimatad 10 000 * i l l e g e l t 

people e x l e t * 

The Lialaon Committee hee aleo given i t a 

aupport to the idae of Alexendra becoming e 

t o t e l l y 99-year leasehold area* Sam Butl l a 

quoted aa aaying that the 99*yeer leaaehold 

e u i t e Alexandre be t te r than a freehold eyatem 

aa more houeea cen be provided* (1S) 

In the l i g h t of the ebove etctemente* i t 

aeame that the Alexendra Lialaon Committee haa 

baen co-opted and functiona to l eg l t lmete the 

plana the e t e t e has f o r Alsxsndrs* The Lleison 

Committee haa no l ega l etetue end very l i m i t e d 

powere* A l l of i t e ect ione ere aubject to the 

ecrut lny end epprovsl of the Department of 

Co-operation end Oevalopmsnt* They do* however* 

attempt to create the i l l u s i o n that they have 

greater powere and claim t h a t the re la t ionsh ip 

between the Lialaon Committee and the 

Department of Co-operation and Development la 

one of c l i e n t and consultant , Thia l e meant 

t o imply that they have powere of veto and do 

not have to accept whatever the Oepertment 

preeenta t h e * w i t h * ( 1 6 ) 

F i n a l l y * Alexandre cannot be seen aa en 

attempt by tha a t a t a to cops wi th the houelng 

problem* I t muat be eeen ae an attempt to 

co-opt a c l e a r l y def ined and r e l a t i v e l y email 

working claea community, which w i l l no doubt 

fea ture prominently in loca l and overeeaa 

medio ee an ind ica t ion of the progressive 

neturs of the preeent regime* I t muet alao 

ba eeen aa an attempt to paci fy a sect ion of 

the working close w i t h mater ia l conceealone 



i n o r d e r t o s a i n t e i n t h e p r o c e s s o f c a p i t a l i s t 

p r o d u c t i o n end p r o f i t * 
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FOOTNOTES. 

1 . Rand D a i l y n a i l , 7 9 . 0 5 . 0 8 . 

2 . S t a t ! 8 0 . 0 4 . 1 1 . 

3 . The Urban F o u n d a t i o n - P r o j e c t S t « t l a t i c a 
1 - i r . 77 - 7 9 . 0 6 . 3 1 * 

4 . fland D a i l y fleilf 8 0 . 0 3 . 2 e # 

5 . Rand O a i l y M o i l , 8 0 . 0 3 . 2 6 . 

6 . S t e r , 7 9 . 0 5 . 0 8 . 

7 . P i a t K o o r n h o f , quotad i n Sunday Expreee 
7 9 . 0 7 . 2 9 . 

•' * Thaaa f a c t a smetged froai an i n t e r v i e w w i t h 
t h a town p l a n n e * * 

9 . Sunday C x p r s s s , 7 9 . 0 7 . 2 9 . 

1 0 . C r e e c y f B . A h o u t e f o r t o t a l s t r a t e g y * t h a 
p o l i t i c a l economy o f urban e f r l c a n houa ing 
i n contemporary South A f r i c a * 1 9 8 o t 7 0 . 

1 1 . S t a r t 8 0 . 0 4 . 1 1 * 

1 2 . S t a r . 8 0 . 0 3 . 0 6 . 

1 3 . S t a r . 6 0 . 0 3 . 0 6 . 

14% P r e l i m i n a r y r e p o r t o f a e o c i o - e c o n o m i c 
eurvey dona I n A l e x a n d r a , u e p s r t a a m t of 
S o c i o l o g y , UHIaA. T h i a a u r v a y vae funded 
by t h e Urban f o u n d a t i o n . 

1 5 . Sunday P o e t . 7 9 , 0 6 . 2 4 . 

1 6 # T h i a emerge* f rom i n t e r v i e w * w i t h t h e 
L i a i s o n C o n n l t t o e and f r o a a document 
e e t t i n g o u t t h « i r o b j e c t i v e s end 
e p p r o a c h e e . 
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schools 
"boycott 

WHILE WORK i n PROGRESS W«S AT THE PRINTERS, EVENTS OICTATED THAT 

THIS EDITION CARRY SOMETHING 01* THE SCHOOLS BOYCOTT, WHICH UAS 

SPREADING THROUGHOUT SOUTH AFRICA. BELOW, WE PRODUCE A BRIEF 

CHRONOLOGY OF SOKE OF THE fUJO* EVENTS THUSFAR, AS WELL AS 

A TEW INDICATIONS OF THE HOST IMPORTANT ISSUES I N THESE EVENTS. 
( 8 0 . 0 4 . 2 7 ) 

• 

WHAT fo l low* i s e b r i e f descr ip t ion of i o n of the s o n 

Important ovsnti r e l a t i n g to the ochoola boycott which began 

i n the j G i t o r n Cape, eubeequently epreading to moat other 

rogione i n South A f r l o o * Ac a h e e t i l y compiled chronology 

of o v i n t i , i t i a incomplete! but more important than t h i e , 

i t should not ba aaan aa a ' h i s t o r y * of current raa latanca 

to r a c i e l l y - b a e e d aducation in South A f r i c a * Tor to do ao 

would auggast t h a t both h la tory and rasiatanca consist of a 

aar las of short dramatic evento, ra thar than an on-going 

procsoa Invo lv ing c o n f l i c t and o r g a n i e a t i a n t v i c t o r y and 

d e f e a t , advanca and r e t r e a t . The currant s t ruggle of pup l la 

to what thsy hsva c a l l e d 'gu t te r education* and the system 

which i t i e e par t of must ba eeen In en o v e r a l l context of 

res istance to the nature of society , and t h e attempt to 

create a t o t a l l y new eoc la l s t ructure and r e a l i t y * 

I n February 1930, atudants of the Mountsinview High 

School, Hanover Park , bagen boycott ing c laecee . A aar iee of 

meetings were held by the p u p i l e , where they diecussed and 

formulated t h e i r grievencea against ths eyotea of coloursd 

educat ion* On March 13th, students on the Cepe F l a t e c a l l e d 

a meeting to diecuss the ayetesi of ' g u t t e r educat ion* , and an 

ad hoc committee of parante and pupi le wee formed. Amongst 

thoss present at th ia meeting were three young white teachers 

supplement 1 

from the Crya ta l Senior Secondary School - L i z Everot t , Grande 

Llebowltz and Barbara Houghton* 

A week l a t e r , on March 2 0 t h , eome 600 perente and echolara 

drewn from Crya ta l Senior Secondery and flountalnviaw High 

Sohoole met i n Henover Perk, where thoee preeent formulated 

t h e i r object ione to coloured oducct lon, Theae included 

• e sbofrtage o f tex t books} 

• students being forced to buy a te t lonery f 

+ p r inc ipa ls enforolng the wearing of axpenelve echool unlformot 

+ e ehortaga of teaching e t e f f | 

+ the abuse of corporal punishment. Including the basting 

of g l r l s i 

+ hsedmaetere refuaing pupi le parmleeion to form reeognleed 

repreeenta t lva oouncile (SRC*e)| 

+ poor echool f a o i l l t l e e f 

• bu i ld ings which hed been damaged during 1976 - 77 hsd 

s t i l l not bsen r e p a i r e d . 

La ter t h a t week, pamphlete c e l l i n g for s o l i d a r i t y amonget 

p a r a n t e , pupi le end workere ware widely d l e t r i b u t e d through­

out the Cape Panlneula , and a s p e c i f i c c e l l for the removal 

of the p r l n e i p e l e of Mountainviea* end Cryata l Senior Secondary 

Schoola wee made* 

On March 2 8 t h , the three teechere who hsd sttended the 

previoue meeting of pupi le end perente ware diemlesad from 

t h e i r poete a t C rya ta l Senior Secondery* 2 deye l e t e r , pup i le 

from Crye ta l and Reuntainviaw met and ca l l ed for the 

uncondit ional r t imta teraent of thS t p n c h i n , "Thees teachere 

showed e o l l d e r i t y w i t h ue, end we muet now show s o l i d a r i t y 

wi th th is" wss the wey e etudent leeder put I t , A meeting or 

repreeantet lvee from the two schools decided to inform e l l 

t h e i r oleeeaatae end perente of the v l c t i m l e a t i o n of the 3 

teachere , ( I t ehould be noted that n i n i a t e r of Coloured 

Re le t ione , Rerelo Steyn, claimed t h e t the teachere had been 

diemieead to make wey for *eu i tab ly q u a l i f i e d coloured teechere* . 

Howavsr, when school term re-opened i n A p r i l , a f t e r the 

vacat ion break, no new teechere hed bean employed e t C rye ta l 

Senior Secondary to replace the diemieead 3)# 

B0 .04 .07 . Student repreesn ta t i vs * f *o« M Cape High Schoola, 

ea w a l l ae from the Univers i ty of the deetern Cape (UYC) and 



Hewatt T r a i n i n g College met, and reoolvad to f iQht tha 

aducatlon eyotem for coloured pupils "at a l l l e v a l e " . Thay 

• a t out a aer iee of ehort - term demande whloh, thay o a i d , i f 

not mot w i th in a weak would load t h a * to coneider boycott 

a c t i o n . Tha demande lncludad 

pay lncroaeas for taacharaf 

b a t t a t provia lon of achool bookai 

immediate repairs to achoola danagad during tha 1976—77 r i o t o f 

re instatement of tha 3 taachara diamieaad from Crys ta l 

Sanior Sacondary school) 

removal of tha p r i n c i p a l of C rys ta l Senior Sacondary. 

Plaoarda vara posted on tha fanea a t tha Uynbarg o f f i e a a 

of tha Administ ra t ion of Coloured A f f a i r s . Thay proclaimad that 

"Our par ante ara forcod to work bacauaa tha braad pr lca 
had inoremead. School booka ara not f r a a . Rente «nd ra taa 
ara increooad. Thay hava no ssy . S o l i d a r i t y Worksra 
Studanta Paren ts" , 

and 
"Rac is t aducatlon to d iv ide atudsnt workers of tomorrow. 
Tha aduoatlon wa ara raca lv ing i s providing Chesp Labour 
f o r tha C a p i t a l i s t " . 

8 0 . 0 4 . 0 9 . I t was announced that tha p r i n c i p a l s of C rys ta l 

Senior Sacondary and Mountainviaw High achoola had bssn 

t r t n s f s r r s d , and n i n i a t a r Stayn « s i d that rapa i rs to danagad 

school bui ld ings would ba undsrtakan. Ths rmprseentativae of 

tha 21 aducat ional I n s t l t u t i o n a which had mat on flarch 7th 

( tha Unltad Education f r o n t ) r a j a e t s d thasa movie aa 

i n s u f f i c i a n t * " i t jua t aoratohas tha aur faoa . Tha whola 

ayatam haa t o ba changed". 

8 0 . 0 4 . 1 1 . Psaphlats c a l l i n g f o r pup i l s o l i d a r i t y and raslatsnca 

t o g u t t a r aducatlon waro wldaly d l a t r l b u t o d on tha Paninaula . 

Thay a ta tad that moat of tha pup i la * grisvancas Involved 

"economic laauaa at rongly f a i t i n working class araas I l k a 

Hsnovsr P a r k . Tha burdsn of anforcad uniforms, expenelve 

s ta t ionary and t e x t books snd forced l s v i e e , h i t s working 

class f a m i l i e s h a r d " . Tha pamphlet want on to My that studanta 

had "mobi l ised agalnet t h a i r i n f e r i o r education which kaape 

then i n t h e i r oppreeead p o e i t i o n " , 

Fezala High, 10 Plklxa and Langa High eohoolav e l l bsaad 

i n a f r l c a n townships, Joinad ths un i ted Education Front 

planning committee. 

eupplement 2 

B 0 t 0 4 . l j . A mass masting was hald where raprassntst ivas of 

e f r i c a n , Indian and colourad pupi la in tha Western Cape were 

Joinad by etudente from UWC and Hevatt Training Col laga . I t 

wae decided not to launch an immediate boycott of o laeeae, ae 

c e r t a i n v i c t o r l a e had been won from ths s u t h o r l t l a s ( tha removal 

of p r i n c i p a l s , a promise to repair school b u i l d i n g s ) . Ine teed , 

Colourad Rala t iona wae given u n t i l the end of the month to 

f u l l y meat tha demands previously aada. 

A repreaanta t iva of Golgravla High echool explained t h a t 

tha promisee made, by Steyn were i n e u f f i e n t . 

"Tha etapa undartakan by fir Steyn, to eupply proper 
t a x t booke end to kaap tha school bui ldinge in good 
repa i r are tha r u n - o f - t h e - m i l l thinge any good 
admin is t ra t ion ehould do. 
What wa ara d i s a a t i s f l a d w i t h i e tha general low 
standard and poor condi t ion* surrounding colourad 
aducat lon" . 

B0,04.14. Daepl ta tha dscialon taken tha pravloue dey not to 

launch a boycott of olaesaa a t preaent , hundrede of pupila do 

begin t o boycott lseeona a t school . At Fazala High School in 

Gugulsiu, 600 boycotting pupi le daaend the r i g h t to form an 

SRC i the earns demand i s made a t Uynbarg Senior Secondary, whi le 

placarde reeding " r e j e c t r e c l a l aducatlon" ara put up by 

pupi le a t Bridgetown end Steanbarg H igh . 

A aaea meeting l e hald a t Nawatt Tra in ing Col lage, and thera 

l a s en l l f o r an immediate boycott of olaeeea protsot ing 

agalnet i n f e r i o r r a c i a l aduoatlon* 

8Q.04.15 + Pupi la a t Spas Bona High Sohool, one of tha largest 

echoola i n tha Athjone a rea , boycott c laseae , and damonetrata 

by marching around tha echool , and placing placarde on tha 

echool fanes eatt lmg out t h e i r gr lsvencae. 

A t o t a l atey-*away from olaeeae l a raportad from Parkwood High 

School. 

8 0 . 0 4 . 1 6 . rtlnlatar Stayn says thst *poo l t l ve a t t e n t i o n 1 l a 

being given to tha pupi la* gr iavanoae. 

Pupile decide to boycott clesaas u n t i l tha and of tha week, 

and than to decide on fu r the r a c t i o n . 

Many mora achoola Join tha boycott of o laeeae. 

8 0 . 0 4 . 1 7 . C la iaa River High, Clawood H igh , B e l l v i l l e South 

H igh , Hananburg, S l lvars tona H igh , Hansnburg High and 

Cordona High School i n Someraat Uaet ere reported to ba 

boycott inq olsesoe* 



BO.04.16* Cethkin High in Hsideveld Joins the boycott; pupi ls 

et tfleto High School walk out of classes and demonstrate in 

the school qusdranqlej for ths t h i r d dey ruoning t pupi ls st 

Kcneington High School rsfuas to st tsnd claeaea* 

Ths only Ind ian High School i n Cspa Town, Rylendo, Joins ths 

boycott of c loeeoe. A ststsnsnt i s issued by Rylsnds boycottere 

dedicat ing themselves to " f i g h t opprsssion snd r a c i s t sducstion 

which d iv idss us f r o - our fo l low South A f r l c e n o * . I t i s 

fur ther e teted t h a t sducstion i s on " i d e o l o g i c a l contro l on 

ths par t of ths e te te" dsslgnsd t o " t r a i n psopls for ths chssp 

lsbour msrket". 

I n Johenneeburg, between 2 Q00 snd 5 000 coloursd school 

ch i ld ran march in pro tss t sgslnst ' i n f e r i o r e d u c a t i o n ' . Secur i ty 

p o l l c a snd f l y i n g squad forcss i n t s r e s p t snd break up ths march. 

Stoyn ssys t h s t ths Issus i s not ons of sducstion, but of 

c h i l d r s n being inf lusnesd by propaganda. Ks sccussa suspsndsd 

AZAPO prss idsnt t C u r t i s Nkonde, of going to ths uajatetn Capo t o 

l n c i t s scholars , and notsa t h a t Nkondo "la not s coloursd man** 

ao .01 .19 . Ovsr 25 000 pup i ls ara rsportsd to bs boycott ing 

cleooso. I n ths Wsstsrn C*ps, ths boycott sprssda to Strand and 

Somerset Joat schools. 

At Hawatt Collage 246 rsprasentat ivea from 52 Jeotern Csps 

aducst ional i n s t i t u t i o n s most and dscids thst ths boycott 

should continue ths fo l lowing weak, Thsy c s l l on pupi ls to 

go to school/campus, but to stsy away f r o * chassis* 

Representatives ars preeent frosi almost every eenior eecondary 

echool on the Psninsule, ae w a l l ae from P e a r l , Vorcootor, 

Stel leoboech end a number of t e r t i a r y educat ional i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

They r e j e c t etetemente made on t h e i r behelf to the preee by 

' r a c i s t bodies' l l k s ths Lsbour P s r t y , l sc tu rs rs s t r e c l e t 

i n s t i t u t i o n s , end ' react ionary orgenleet ione l l k s the Cepe 

Teachers' Profeesional Associat ion (CTPA), 

An uabro l lo student body l e e lected st t h i e sea t ing , to 

repreeent a l l i n e t i t u t l o n e present . A aer lea of desiende, 

inc luding the a b o l i t i o n of r e c i e l sduoet lon, i n t e g r a t i o n of 

e l l echoole, the pheelng out of a n e d e o l d i e r - t e e c b e r e , and 

the c rss t ion of outonomoue SRC*s s t schools, ere made. 

60 .04 .20 * Studente e t the Univere l ty of ho te l medical school 

decide to boycott t h e i r graduation ceremony to pro tes t against 
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d iscr iminet ion in educat ion, 

A meoe aeet ing of 2 000 s t UatC decides to boycott a l l t e e t e , 

assignments end c lassss, A meeting of 700 psrente In the 

Crssey Perk eras dscidse to support ths pupi ls i n t h s i r 

boycott of clsssse end demands* Schools in George end Worceetor 

Join the boycott of c lasses. 

The gsnsrsl theme of the boycott I n the Jestsrn Cepe euggeete 

thet educetion preperee echolare to becosie a cheap labour 

force for copltelism* 
6 0 . 0 4 . 2 1 . I t i s reported t h a t sore than 100 000 studente from 

70 echoole i n the tfeotern Caps and urttwoterorend ere boycott ing 

c lassss.Csrsts High School, P r o t o r l a , Roiger Park High School, 

8oksburg, and Vrsdenberg Senior Secondary School in Saldanhe 

Bay Join in ths boycott 

8 0 . 0 4 . 2 2 . Boycott of classss spresde to Metal end Tree S t s t s , 

Backet Tra in ing Col lage , Ourbsn, end Or Blok High School, 

Sloomfontoin cloeed when etudente demonstrate. Pupile e t 

Leneaia echoole begin boycott ing c leeess, ee do studsnts a t 

Tordeburg Tsschsrs Training Col lege, 2 Durben coloured echoole, 

a Durban Teechere* 'T ra in ing Col lege, end pupi le e t a Kiatoerley 

echool . 

10 000 pup i le hold a r a l l y i n Ooemont, outeide Johannesburg, 

rnn^S r i o t po l ice in camouflage uniform f i r e tear -gee to 

dieperee B 000 aerohlng pupi le i n the e t reete of Ath lon** 

The pupi le representat ive committee c r l t l o i e e e the Athlone 

marchere, eeying t h a t they had v i o l e t e d e major i ty decielon 

taken not to leave echool promisee during boycott a c t i o n * 

The boycott reschss Port C l izabstht 1 000 pupi le e t Bethelsdorp 

High School, end hundrsde i n Cost London Join in demonotrotlono* 

Demonstrations of support srs hsld s t Oudtshoorn, Gsnsdendel i n 

ths L i t t l e *eroo, on the Cast end sleet Rsnd, end e t the 
Univere l ty of Ratals 

8 0 . 0 4 . 2 3 . Po l ice f i r e e shot, snd baton chsrge 500 etudente 

t r y i n g to hold a meeting e t Eldorado Park , Teergae i e uesd to 

breek up enother meeting in Kl lptown, end ssvsrsl pup i ls a r a 

i n j u r e d . 

I n H o t e l , 6 000 etudente end pupi le are reported to be 

boycot t ing , and pol ice uee teargee to diaperes pup i le et 

tfentworth. 



Curt is Nkondo addreaees atudante at V i t a u n i v a r e i t y , end o a l l e 

f o r a whits r o l l I n the boycott* Argues that white education i t 

by no aeene p e r f e c t ! i t a las a t i n d o c t r i n a t i o n , whi le black 

aducation e ins a t doaee t ica t ion* A few houre l a t e r , Nkondo i a 

detained by eecur i ty p o l i c e * This marks tha beginning of a larga 

aacut i ty p o l i c a swoop, wi th an ever-growing nuaber of people 

being data inad* 

ag.34,24« I t l a ravaalad that tha government wee worned aix 

aonthe prav ioualy that 'coloured education waa I n a aoee, 

and haadad for co l lepee* * Warning was leeued by tha Transvaal 

Regional education Coaa i t toe , w i t h 50 000 ch l ld ran under i t a 

auspices* 

Po l ica baton—charge 500 Chataworth pup i la holding a a l l a n t 

protaat i n t h e i r achool grounda t and a r raa t two* 

Pupila a t Durban Indian G i r l e High School* Gondl Oeee i , 

Oriant K lgh f S a a t r i Co l lege , HL Sul tan Tachnlkon, V i t a 

U n i v e r s i t y , Tranavaal College of education and Laudiua High 

School Join boycott* , 

Further raporta of boycotts f roa Klerkedorp, Roodapoort* 

Potchefst rooa, Hlddolburg (T ranavaa l ) p Grehaaetovn, 

P l o t e r a s r l t z b u r g * Po l ica say t h a t i n only three 

d iv is ions - Northern N a t a l , Motharn Frsa Stata and 

Heaibie - have boycotts not baan rapor tad* 

2 000 paranta M a t in B e l l v i l l o and express s o l i d a r i t y wi th 

studant deaonde* # 

4 000 pup i la hold a asss meeting i n Eaat P a a r l * 

1 000 pup i la i n Crabouw boycott c laaaaa , whi le a l l 

tienior aacondary achoola I n Por t E l i z a b e t h , Ultanhaga* 

Huaenadorp and Graaf f -Re inet a r e raportad to ba boycott ing 

8 0 . 0 4 , 2 5 , studants a t A c t o n v i l l e , Senoni, Rendfontoln, Eastern 

Caps and Durban raportad to ba Joining boycott* 16 out of a 

t o t a l of 1? Indian and colourad high schools i n tha Eootern 

Capa ara involved in tha boycott of claaaaa* 

A NUHBER of i apor tan t faaturaa hava emerged f roa tha currant 

boycott of claaaaa* Thaaa a r a aost obvious in tha bleetern 

Capa caapalgn* where pup i l a c t i v i t y appaara to ba aora 

organlaad and aophlst icatad than olees/here* 

supplement 4 

1 . Tha pup i la hava cont inua l ly aaphaslsad t h a t tha a a j o r i t y 

of thaa coaa froa working class f a a i l l e a , and t h a t tha 

f i n a n c i a l burdana of r a o i a l aducation ara baing borna by tha 

working c laaa ( t h a l r p a r a n t a ) . I n ona of t h a l r paaphlsta , thay 

w r i t s t h a t 

"Jo ara awara aa atudanta coaing froa working class 
background* that our parent ! cannot a f fo rd t o provide 
e h e l t e r , food and aducation for ua* Tha pol icy of tha 
a t a t a l a to aaka i t f i n a n c i a l l y d i f f i c u l t for ua to stay 
a t achool* tfa ara than forcad to laava achool and Join 
tha chaap labour fo rce" . 
(RESISTANCE AGA1H5T RACIAL EDUCATION), 

Tha pupi la hava accordingly conoaptualiasd t h a l r currant -

atruggla ao a working claaa Issue , rathsr than an _̂ 

educational iaaus* Thay hava saan that whi le r a c i a l aducation 

a f f a c t a a l l blacka in South A f r i c a * i t a f f a c t a working claaa 

f o a i l l e o i n a aora aarioua way than pst ty bourgols black 

f a m i l i e s * 

2* Ralatad to tha abova i a tha way tha pupi la of tha -astern 

Capa aaa tha whola quaatlon of ' i n f e r i o r 1 aducat ion* Thayhavs 

not* i n g a n a r a l . argusd for equal i ty wi th whlta aducation, for 

thay r a a l i a a that whl ta aducation l a aa f u n c t i o n a l to „ . 

a x p l o l t a t i o n and oppression ss black sducstion 1 B * Thay hava 

atraaaad t h a t tha aducation thay rece ive i a funct iona l to 

tha aaintananca of tha r u l i n g c a p i t a l i s t e laaa in South A f r i c a , ' 

and i n r a j a c t l n g t h a t fora of aducation* thay alao r a j a o t . t h a . 

p o l i t i c a l and economic ayataa aa a whola* 

Tha pup i la hava not aakad for tachnlca l litprovaaanta i n 

tha q u a l i t y o f aducation only - ba t ta r l a b o r a t o r i e s , *are 

funda a t e * Thay hava also daaandad a changa i n tha socls l 

content of education, 

3* Thia l a ahown in tha slogan thay hava adoptod - AWAY WITH 

RACIAL EDUCATION. Thay hava not ca l led f o r equa l i ty wi th whlta 

aducat ion, but ra thar for an and t o racially—baaad ayataaa of 

aducation* I m p l i c i t i n th ia l a a c r i t i q u e of tha nature and 

funct ion of whl ta aducation aa producing oppraasora, Juat aa 

black aducation produces tha oppraasad* 

4* Tha pupi ls c r i t i q u a of tha aducation thay racalva haa 

includsd an a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t pos i t ion* Thay hava aaan 

themselves aa produced aa chaap labour f o r a c a p i t a l i s t 
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economyi 
*Ue r e j e c t apartheid and the economic system i t l a 
maintaining^ 
Cvary etudent i n South A f t i c a should rea l ioo t h a t thay 
are tha workara of tomorrow and thay w i l l ba exp lo i ted 
l i k a t h a i r perente* 
Ve ra jaot tha a x p l o i t a t l o n of our parents the workara11 • 

The boycott ing pupi la have accordingly e i tue ted t h a i r 

education wi th in a broader eoc ia i context , eaen tha l i n k a 

between education end meinteneh.ee of en e x p l o i t a t i v e 

system, and raa l l aad that a change i n education involvea a 

change i n tha whole eocia i ayetem* 

S« A etrong current of non-racisl j .sa hee been present i n the 

e c t i v i t l s s o f t h e Western Cape p u p l l e * Thie hee not only shown 

l t s s l f i n ths s i l i s n e e between e f r l c a n * coloured and Ind ian 

scholsrs v but also i n the wsy the pupl le of C rye te l Senior 

Secondary School demanded the relneteteaient of 3 v ic t imised 

tsechere who happened to be w h i t e . Thie non-rac ie l iem hee 

•on l fee tod i t e e l f es an a l l i a n c e of progreeaive forcee* 

re ther than an in tern- rac ia l s o l i d a r i t y for i t s own soke, 

6. Ths pup i ls have worked hard in expla in ing tha nature of 

t h e i r demands t o other otudente, end to the community a t 

l a rge* Haas eeetinge of teachere* parante and others l i v i n g 

i n communities a f f ec ted have bean hold* end the elogan of 

s o l i d a r i t y between etudonte, workero end perente hee been 

given e content end r e a l i t y * 

?- Related to the ebove haa been the ettempts to enaure that 

the whole boycott cenpeign l a educative for l t e p s r t l c l p s n t s t 

and that tha forais of organieat ion which have eeierged are 

f u n c t i o n a l to ooneciousnooe-raising* 

An important paephlst leaued explains thet the e h o r t -

t a r * doMnds of tha pupl le muat be l inked to long ters) dsmendo. 

•These short t a r n v i c t o r i e s , however* are Incomplete u n t i l 
thay are l inked up wi th long tore go*1*# Us must ssa how 
theee ehort term demands e r e l inked up wi th the p o l i t i c a l 
end economic eyetem o f - t h i e country* Ue muat eaa how the 
f e i l / p e e a r a t a in school* ere l inked up wi th the labour 
supply f o r the c a p i t a l i s t systsm f how low q u s l i t y echool 
bui ldings are l inked to the unequel a l l o c a t i o n of funda 
to education for ch i ld ren of the oppreeaed end ch i ld ren 
of the oppreaaorv how Inadequate l i b r a r y f a c l l l t l e a are 
l inked w i t h the need to conf ine Mn^ l i m i t the thoughto 
of tha oppressed, how d i s t o r t e d h ia tory tex t booka are 

l inked w i t h the need to obscurs and propagandiee againat 
tha proud'h iotory of rea latance of the lndigenoue people 
ageinat economic s lavery , howf i n f a c t , the whole 
educational eyetem sgalnst * M c h we ere r e b e l l l n g v stems 
from the f a c t t h a t we ere dtjnled beeic p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s 
end thue p o l i t i c a l power** 
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