COAMISSION OF INQUITY

INTO THE SOUTH AFRICAN COyNCIL OF CHURCHES

HELD AT PRETORIA ON 16 MAY 1283
CHATRMAN THE ONOQURAZLE MR JUSTICE C F ELOFF
COMMISSIONERS MR S A PATTERSON (absent)

MR T L BLUNDEHN
PROF P OCSTHUIZEHN
MR F G BARRIE

CHIEF INVESTIGATING OFFICER ADV K P C O VON LIERES 5C
INVESTIGATING OFFICER ANV ETIENNE DU TOIT
SECRETARY MR M L [MARAIS

ON BEHALF OF COUNCIL FOR THE ADV RERTRIDCGE &SC

S ACC

LJUBEBE RCECORDINGS (PRETORIA) (PTY) LINITED

[AL

VOLUME 68

(p. 3945 - 4013)

e e e e e e s S S Em S e



COMMISSION OF INQUIRY

INTO THE SOUTH AFRICAM COUNCIL OF CHURCHES

HELD AT PRETORIA ON 16 MAY 1983
CHATRMAN: THE HOMOURABLE MR JUSTICE C F ELOFF
COMMISSIOMERS: MR S A PATTERSON (Absent)

MR T L BLUNDEN
PROF P OOSTHUI ZEN

MR F G BARRIE

CHIEF INVESTIGATING OFFICER: ADV K P C O VON LIERES SC
INVESTIGATING- OFFICER: ADV ETIEMNE DU TOIT
SECRETARY: MR M L MARAILS

ON BEHALF OF COUNCIL FOR THE

s AL C: ADV S KENTRIDGE SC

LUBBE RECORDINGS (PRETORIA)

—— —

/ldeM

VOLUME 69

(p 4014 - 4OS58)



Tid -3949 - KISTNER

COMMISSION RESUMES ON 1983-05-16

WOLFRAM KISTVER, still under oath :

MR VON LIERES: Could you get the sketch before you please? You

will remember we started discussing the organisation of the clus-
ter of Justice and Society and you pointed out certain errors in
the sketch and we dealt with certain of the projects and we were
busy dealing with the Commission on Human Rights at the adjourn-
ment on Wednesday. Could we then please continue with the

Commission on Human Rights and could vou perhaps explain to the

Commission the function and the purpose of this particular (10
Commission as far as the S A C C is concerned? -- This Commis-
sion has met only several times. Its purpose is to investigate

what the churches can contribute towards the whole understanding

Fty

of the human rights 1issue. They are still considering how

this Commission is to be organised thus it has not been finalised
at all. They have discussed at two meetings as far as I remember
the whole concept and also the aims which this Commission should
have.

Perhaps we can get just get a short historical perspective
on the S A C C and human rights. Could I refer vou to the (20
report of the various divisions to the 9th National Conference
of the South African Council of Churches with the theme "Human
Rights in biblical perspective’. This was held in 1977 at
Hammanskraal, July 26 to I8. That was, of course, not the
first reference or discussion in the South African Council of
Churches that was held on human rights. [ think you will recall
that when Prof Johanson was the acting director of Justice and
Reconciliation he also prepared certain papers on human rights.
-- Yes.

Then in 1977 vou delivered a background paper on human (30

rights/..
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richts to the National Conference which is the one in {ront of
vou now, Ls that correct? -- Yes.

And may 1 just ask you or refer you to one aspect of this
particular paper which is on page 13 and on page 13, the first
paragraph under the heading "The Human Rights Concept in the
present South African context". In this particular paragraph
you say that within South Africa a considerable number of Laws
passed with the alleged aim of securing law and order and ensu-
ring protection against outside enemies has undermined the under-
standing of what constitutes justice. It has become clear (10
that laws do not necessarily guarantee justice. They can be
used to entrench and legalise injustice, oppression and persecu-
tion. The principle of legality therefore is not an adequate
euideline for the involvement and the participation of Chris-
tians in the affair of the State and the society. Criteria need-
ed for what is ethically legitimate in State and society. The
numan rights principleoffers such criteria. Have you got that
passage” -- Yes.

I what sense does human rights offer a criteria on your
understanding for what is ethically legitimate in State and (20
societv? -- The human rights principles do not refer simply to
the interest of a particular society, but they are human rights.
They are criteria for what is to be regarded as just related to
the whole human community and I think nawud:yé in the Churches
there 1s a growing awareness that justice in one society cannot
be achieved at the expense of another society, just as peace
cannot he achieved simply by looking at the needs of one society
hut vou have to consider evervthing in terms of the whole human
community. The human rights principle is an attempt to define
criteria which should be applied to any State and you have (30

attempts/..
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attempts in constitutions of some countries to entrench such
principles even in their Constitution. [ could refer to the
Constitution of the German Democratic Republic where after the
experience of the National Socialist period you had a basic law
thus legislation that is passed by the State can be tested,
whether it really complies with basic insights of justice and
vou have a court which decides abeut this matter. Thus here
vou have entrenched this within one and the same country on the
basis of particular experiences. But, of course, those princi-
ples have been defined in that country, particularly in view (10
of the experience of the persecution of the Jews; of oppression
of the people and so on. But there are quite a number of
groups in different countries who work on this questions: How
do we define human rights, You can have the protection of the
rights of the individual, but if the rights of the individual
are protected in an unlimited way you get a situation where the
powerful peonle have unlimited scope or people with certain possi-
bilities and the weaker sections in society are not protected ade-
quately. Then you have a different type of approach with a
certain Socialist perspective and how can these be balanced. (20U
And that is the concern also of the Church te do work on these
1SSucs.

Lower down on page 13 under the heading "The § A C C and the
Human Rights principle" you posed the questlon :

"Mow can the S A C C and its member Churches contribute to-

wards a new order which safeguards South African Soclety

and all its members against human rights violation.?"

Allright, have you got that? -- Yes.

Now, this theme is taken up in the 1978 background paper
which yvou submitted to the National Cenference in 19738 which (30

was,/..
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which was held on 10 te 14 Juiv 1273 und on page 7 of that
particular backzround poper for the discussion of the problenm
of a2 just revolution, I will show vou the document in a second,
VvOou sav -
"The South African Council of Churches therefore expresses
its solidarity with the aims of the Liberation Movements
but qualifies its support by subjecting the concept of
freedom to the human rights criteria.”™ -- Yes.

Do vou recall that? -- I thiak so ves. This is not merely

a personal paper, it is a paper of studyeroups which worked (10

on this issue and the whole question of the relationship towards
Liberation Movements was discussed, also the whole question of

vielence and non-violence. [ think we sald that Christians have
to raise questions in relation to people who espouse the principle
of non-violence, because if vou espouse the principle of non-
vieclence then in a situation where according to your view injus-
tice prevails, vou have to ask what are vou doing then for
justice. Is vour insistence on non-violence genuine 1f you
still carry arms, if vou protect vourself continuously against
revolvers; buv revelvers against attacks and so on. In the (20

same wav one has to raise questions to those people who see ....

who think that thev have no option but to use weapons in order
L b

w0 ac

-

Leve justice.

Lxcuse me for interrupting you. -- Yes,

[ am gquite happv, we are not discussing violence and revo-

lution now. [ am just asking vou about the qualification that
you describe there namely that vou support the aim of the Libe-
ration Movement subject to the recognision of human rights as
a safecuard. Just that little bit. -- [ think that has exactly

to do with the question of violence that if you consider (30

revolution/. .
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revolution vou must be clear that order wnich you aim at is
better than the existing one that you remove; that you have a

clear aim that even that order will be subject to the human rights

criteria that the rights of individuals are protected. That you
are clear about your methods which vou use; that people - if you
aim at change - have access to courts of justice.

Could I just ask vou, accepting all that, how do you foresee
that a new order would guarantee this protection the Division
of Justice and Reconciliation seeks to find? In other words,
how do you foresee that a new order, whatever the nature may (10

¥

be, is going to abide by the human rights criterla as your Divi-
sion understands it? -- The concern here is that the Church in
anv situation, even 1f there is change, has to emphasise to groups
aiming at change any change has to be subjected to this criteria
of human rights and the Church in any situation is obliged to
insist on this, whecever 1is 1n power. I do not think the Church
in generzl works out a political programme, it does not identify
with the programme of a political party but it can point towards
certain aspects which should be respected in any political order,
I sce. So it is basically to draw attention of the new( 20
order to the fact that the Church expects it to recognise the

principles of human rights? =-=- Ye

I-f!

, and also to the existing order

[ mean why should an existing order not be changed.

et e

Yes of course, vight. Your background art does 1t

LIl

= ¥
LR,

sav that the principle or the maintenance of human rights crea

it

es

a common responsibility for all state

th

to preserve mankind if I
can summarise the first two pages very bricfly. The 1977 one,
the background paper, Yes that one. Is that in essence what
vou are suggesting on page 1 of vour document, about hal fway

down the middle? -- I say here the term "human rights” (30

indicates/..
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ndicates limitations to the authority of the individual states.
[ts subjccts have rights which transcends the 3tate’s authority.
And this insicht comes from the fact that we still have very
strong cmphasis nowadays on the sovereignty of the individual
State and we lack an international political order where certain
concents are recognised by all States. Hiere we say the term
"human rights" furthermore implies a common responsibility of
211 nation States for the welfare, the prescrvation and develop-
ment of the human community as a whole and for the world as 1ts
habitat. I think South Africa has made an important contri<{10
bution in one way to this insight in that General Smuts when
the Constitution of the United Nations was formulated - [ think
it was in the United Nations - he took care that the human rights
concept was included in the preamble. That is part of this
insight that there is "a common responsibility of all nation
States for the respect for human rights.

Now if that common responsibility of all States for the
respect for human rights does in fact exist, what do vou see the

-
=
L

1y

ect of non-compliance with the human rights principle by a
particular State to be on the other States? In other words (20
let us arsue, or let me suggest to vou theoretically that South
Africa does not adhere to the principle of human rights, does the
non-adherence result in some stance or action or pressure from
other States who adhere to the principle or must it result into
some form of pressure? -- [ do not think I have been concerned
herce so much about other States, what other States do. [ would
have to rcad the document as a whole, but what Christians In 2
particular situation should do and irrespective of what I say
here, because [ think I would have need to read 1t quietly, but
first of all I would think that Christians should insist (50

th:]-t .IlIl o
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that their country recognises the human rights principle and that
vou get a situation where vou accept this principle and get it
even entrenched in vour Conmstitution. I know that in one homnc-
land this has happened - I think in Bophuthatswana. [ do not
know heow far it has been implemented, but at least the principle
has becn accepted.

From vour understanding of human rights, would vou expect
other States to exert pressure on a State which does not apply
the human rights principle? -- I think i1t would be a responsibi-
lity of the community of States what they do if they find (10
human rights principles to be violated in a particular State.
They do that in a certain way in the United Nations and the United
Nations has a sort of o treaty on human rights. Certaln nations
have signed that human rights agreement

Could one then summarise very briefly and say that non-
compliance by a State with the principle of human rights can
generate international pressure against such a State? -- Well of
course we have the experience that that happens.

Could I ask vou, how does the South African Council of

Fiy

Churches see that the recognition of human rights in South (-0

Africa would assist in contributing towards fundamental change?
- [ would imacine that if the South African Council of Churches
works on this issuc and tries to create an understandil nﬁ' we have
in South Africa also lawvers who work on this issue and there are
numerous groups thinking about this topic, then one can create

an awareness that this is what is needed in South Africa and then
one would also create a better preparedness to listen to what
Christians in other countrics and also to what other countries
sav in rclation to Scouth Africa. [ would 2l1so think that we

would come to insight that in South Africa itself justice and 30

neace S
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peace can no longer be achicved by maklng usc or encouraging
divisions between people, but that there 1s need of a collective
security and eof collective peace. That Black and White people
depend on one another for peaceful relations and for justice and
this insight is growing generally in the human international com-
munity that boundaries and divisions between people do not ensure
peiace. Thus I think from this point of view the Council of
Churches has very much insisted on a unitary State in South Africa
and it is a tremendous invitation actually on the part of Black
people. Thev want to be together with White people and that(10
this willingness to be together should be used for mutual accep-
tance. Then one should consult what is really the .... which
are the basic concepts of justice which we can accept in common
and how can we get them respeccted in our soclety and in our State.

After the 1977 background paper and the 1978 reference to
human rights to which I have referred you, the National Ceommittee
of Justice and Reconciliation recommended that a Human Rights
Commissicon should be established. This was minuted in vour
minutes of the Justice and Reconciliation Committee meeting of
March 17/18-1981. The relevant portion of this particu- (20
lar decision is to be found on page 9 under paragraph 9.7 of
those minutes and under the heading "Human Rights" 1t savs -

"The Justice and Reconciliatien Committee considered propo-

sals for the formation of a 'uman Rishts Commission and took

=
i
i
€l

int of the discussions that have already taken place
with various persons. It expressed the concern that the

Human Rights Commission should contribute towards an under-

—_

standing of law that differs from the pesitivist concept of

law and justice which prevails widely in the legal profession

in South Africa. The J & B Committee recommended that(30

the/..
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the Leeal Research Centre should be asked to send a deleonte

ces. L _2teral”™

Could I just ask you about this reference to positivism,
how is that connected with human rights? -- I ... (intervenes).

Excuse me, before you answer that question, will you just
identify the minute please? Is that the correct minute? -- The
minutes are correct.

Then the question is, how is this positivism connected to
human rights? -- I was not at all the meetings of this Human
Rights Commission, but I remember having read a paper by a (10
South African jurist - I deo not remember exactly who it could
have been, it might have been Prof Dugard or Prof van der Vyfer.
They - or Prof Matthews in Durban - point out that in the legal
profession very often the pecple who are involved in the legal
system think their task is to interpret the existing law and not
to measure or to expose existing law to criteria which are gene-
rally accepted on what constitutes justice and this was the com-
plaint. This attitude is being described as a positivistic
approach to the understanding of law. I suggest that this term
refers to this type of thinking. (20

Do vou subscribe to that criticism of positivism? -- [ think
we Jdo not see it merely in the legal profession, we see 1t In
other professions too and in other arcas. I think vou could have
a reflection of that in the police memorandum submitted to the
Eloff Commission where at one point they say: It is not our task
or the task of the police to examine the validity of certain
laws but simply to carrv them out or something of the kind you
find 1n that respect. You can also have similar attitudes in
churches where what is right and what 15 wrong is determined bv
the law of the existing countries, or if I come back to the (30

police/..
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pollice report. At cne point they take the constitution as the
absolute c¢riteria according to which ceervthing should be judged,
even the work of the churches.

You also referred to the existence of this feeling of posi-
tivism in the churches. I have come across a reference 1in a
letter that vou had written on 18 January 1978 which was in
vour file, D5.3.1 on page 4. [t is a letter you wrote to a
gentleman in the Netherlands and on page 4 paragraph 3 where vou
discuss the Ecumenical Research Exchange report vou refer to
the fact that that revort develops the concept of lesalised (10
injustice and exposes the weakness and absurdity of a positivis-

tic concept. You sav these passages are of great value for

discussions in South Africa where positivism in the understanding

I

of justice is very pronounced even in the churches. Do vou
recall that perhaps? =~ Frequently one hears Christians who are
engaged in working for change of the present structures using
the argument '"We do nothing against the Law™ as 1f this were a
moral justification of their actions. Could vou just identify
that for us pleuase? -- This is a paper which [ have written.
Thisz positivistic apprvoach which you find to exist in (20
the South African society, in the churches, amongst the police
et cetera, does the South African Council of Churches or the
Division of Justice and Reconciliation consider such a state of
mind as positivism implies a stumbling-block to the work of the
Council? -- This can be 2 stumbling-block and I think the Council
of Churches in its work is bound to its understanding of the
biblical message and if you look into the Bible you find two
aspects, On the one hand vou have the insistence on obedience
to the authorities that also secular authorities are an instltu-

tion, but this obedience is limited and that institution 1is (30

according/..



according to Romans 13

aspects., OUn  the one

to the authorities but
of obediecnce.
whereas we find in the

the one aspect and one

You have referred

yvou also

I think one

KISTNER

3050 -

to serve justice. Thus you have both

hand vou have an insistence on obedlence
have an indication of the limits
has to sce both in thelr balance,
churches very often an insistence only on
has to sce both in the balance.

to the question of obedience to the autho-

rities in Romans 13 in connection with positivism and human

rights, is it correct that the Division of Justice and Reconci-
liation had a booklet prepared on Romans 13 in which the (10

Division or the Council's view on how Romans 13 1s to be under-

stood,is set out? -- This was a paper published by the Division
of Justice and Reconciliation. It had two different contribu-
tions on the interpretatien of Romans 13 - obedience to the

authorities and the approaches were different and therefore 1t is

not, vou could not say this is the interpretation of the Council

o
Fh

Churches but it is an attempt to show how Christians sece This

from different backgrounds. The one is as far as [ remenber

n article written by Prof Mulder and other onec by Reverend

rgon 1f 1 am not mistaken.

And the reason for that particular publication, is that

what is reflected in vour minutes of the Justice and Reconcilia-
tion Committee's meeting 25/20 August 1981, paragraph which
savs -

"Romans 13: 1-7 is used in wide circles within member

churches of the S A C C as a legitimation mechanism for
irresponsible measures of the 5A Government and that is the
reason why an easily understandable interpretation of the
text is to be prepared and speeded up.”

-- This quotation is taken from the mimtes of the

meeting/..
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meeting of Justice and Reconciliation and at this meeting the
delegates expressed this opinion. [ remember this discussion
and they said,delegates of churches, that this is a very widely
accepted opinion and they asked for this, for an explanation of
Romans 13:1-7 which could be used in the churches.

Just to round this off, one or two last questions. Is the
effact of providing a interpretation of Romans 15 not to provide
a theological basis to conscientisc members to move away from
the positivistic approach to law and thereby to remove certaln
moral restraints thev have on violating the law. In other (10
words if I mav put it sligtly differently, acceptance of the
S A C C's interpretation of Romans 13 could lead to easier parti-
cipationinnon-violent action. -- The background of this whole
discussion is the fact that the Christian has to consider what
is God's will in a certain situation and that there is not suffi-
cient awarcness of the whole understanding of Romans 13 in the

churches. If vou sce this passage in i1ts context in Romans 12

I

where this sec+tion of the letters to the Romans started, theve

is in the first two verses the Apostle Paul admonishes that we

should test what is God's will. What is the true worship (20
service. Thus obedience to the authorities does not dispense
a Christian from examining what his responsibility 1s 1n a cer-

i

ion. And

tain

~f

[k |

rt

n the same chapte

"

1
.

s

towards the end vou
find passages where it is said that Christlans do not repay evil
for evil or should not repav evil for cvil and there are certain
criteria. In this context one has to understand Romans:13 1 and
= and in the discussion it became quite clear, we must be care-
ful that this passage is not isolated from its context and that
Christians are admonished what to examine under the guidance of the
spirit as it is said in Romans 12:1 to I what thelr (30

responsibility/..
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responsibility is in a certain situation,
would the effect of all that, would onc be justified in
suggesting that the effect of all that could lead to easler par-
ticipation by members in for example non-violent action because

they now have a different understanding of what justice is? --
The effects would depend on the situation. It could be ver
different too, it could be a different type of action too, that
would depend, but the emphasis on the examination and testing a
Christian in a certain situation what their responsibility 1is

on a mutual consultation of Christians what they should do in(10
a certain situation.

You see [ ask vou that question as a result of something
vou said in vour report submitted to the Justice and Reconcilia-
tion Committee on 17/18 March 1981. That is now the Director's
Teport. I refer you to page 13 which says -

"In certain situations civil discbedience and withdrawal

from co-operation with the State can be an obligatory aspect
of the confessing of the Christian faith. Resolutions of
this nature, however, can lecave a Christian rather helpless.

Which are the criteria according to which a Christian (20

iz to decide whether he mav or not obey a law. Is it
nossible to derive certain general guidelines on this
question from the Bible which may help in a situation in
which the basic principle of justice are denied.”

And then vou carry on and vou say -

"Consideration of this nature hus induced the Division to

recommend a studv Commission to be formed on the human
richts issue."
Now it appears to me, just identify that paragraph please

and the document? -- This is my report and here I refer to (30

the/..
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the fact that jurists sce a very similar problem as is seen In
Churches and then [ azkwhich are the c¢riteria according to which
a Christian is to decide whether he may eor not obey a law. Here
I point out that these criteria should not be taken from anywhere
hut from a studyv of the Bible so that you do not simply relv on
vour emotions or what vour personal 1nterest are or your group
interests are and I think from a study of the Bible love to thy

neighbour, love of the enemy including the enemy, is a valid

criteria. I think this agrees with what has been pointed out
before. Then, of course, there is an indication that thec- (10

logians should discuss these problems together with jurilsts
because theologians tend to be rather theoretical and jurists

have knowledge of the difficulties of institutional problems in
society. Nowadays in the Churches we have quite a lot ... 1n
numerous areas we have realised that one has to use in the Churches
the expertise of lay people with specialised knowledge in
certain arecas. Thus we hﬁvc a1 studvy Commission in faith and
ideclogies where we use also economists, political sclentists so

b2l

10F]

not to have theologians alone, but teo get an input

=

Iy

L

i
[

crent disciplines and then relate our understanding of (20
the gospel to their insights.

One of the problems that vour Divisions is experiencing is
I presume and correct me if I am wrong, that the existing under-
standing and interpretation of Romans 13:1-7 is based on the two
kingdom's theology or the popular theology in which there 15 a
strict division between Christ and the world. Is that correct?
Broadly speaking, not to become too technical please? -- The
two “ingdom's concept is a concept which one 1is accepted or
is not accepted but one can find particular in Lutheran Churches

and in other Churches vou would find the same tendency (30
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expressed in a different way and I do not quite understand now
the question vou are ralsing.

Well let me try to reformulate 1it. You have told us earlier
about the fact that the popular theology that exists in South
Africa sees the spiritual and the worldlyas two separate items.

[s it not also so that the present understanding, the'positivis-
tic understanding"if I can use that phrase in inverted commas,

of the question of obedience to the State is interpreted also in
the licht of this popular theclogy that sees this clear-cut divi-
sion between God and the worldly matters? -- I do not think (10
that 1t is gquite as simple as it has been described just now
because verv often vou find groups in the Churches making use

of this division between the secular recalm and the spiritual

realm or describe that in other terms, insisting very much on

the particular political system and supporting that and every
other svstem .... and emphasising obedience. Thus in that
respect it is not a division. Thus vou can have a combination
where vou sav all the other groups what we say 1s what God wants
shis is an eorder vou can speak about for instance zbout the natu-
ral differences between people of different hackgrounds as (Z0

a divinelvy instituted order which has to be respected and to usc
that for the organisation of the State and at the same time say
that Churches should stick to Church-life, they should not inter-
fere in politics without realising that they themselves have a
particular ideology where thev do not observe that same division.
I think zn illustration is the police memevandum. On the one
hand it savs we have ... these are twe different areas, but they
have their own particular theology, their own view of the Church
and which has to be respected by all others. Thus you can have

0

el

a combination of both aspects. \

[s5/..
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s there anvthing else vou would 1ike to tell the Commission
about the workings of the Commission on Human Rights? -- [ do
not know what I should tell the Commissien because the documents
have been studied by the investigators and [ think 1t is a Commis-
sion that should be able to do quite a lot of good work for the
future.

The next .... is there onvthing ... 1is that all vou wish to
say on human rights? -- No.

[f vou then again refer to the sketch the next item we have
is resettlement? -- Yes. (10

what is the type of activity that the Council is involved

3

with with regard to resettleme

-

ment? -- With reeard to the different
projects which are described here, roscttlements is similar to
the previous ones, Commission on Violence, Faith and Ideologies,
Human Rights, resettlements where vou have a particular Commis-
sion., In this case it is called a Task Force. Whereas the
other topics on the other side, thev do not have particular
Commissions to work on. This Commission deals on the one hand

with rhe removals that take place in our country and there are

N

hundreds of thousands of people who are belng removed. The (20

experience is that in manv cases pcople who face or have to face

o

the prospects of removal do not know what rights they have.
Apparently there is very little possibility of preventing s remo-
val by lesal means, because the authorities legally have the
rizht to remove them. But there are certain provisions of
compensation which they can ask for and which thev can insist on.
Very often thev do not know which the rights are they have for
compensation. Also they have the right to see the place where
thev are beine moved to and one of the tasks of this Task Force
and the concerns is that people who are facing the threat of (30

removal/..
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removal know what rights they have and what rights they can
insist on. To make them aware of these rights, also to make
them awarc of the situation in which they might be coming if they
are removed because there has now been repeatedly emphasis that
enforced removals are to be stopped and that people should give
their approval. But very often this happens that you have
certain tensions within a community or you have on the one hand
the Chief and people of the community and they often, 1t is not
clear who actually gives the approval for a removal. The con-
cern of the Task Force is that people know to which area are (10
thev to be moved, what are the consequences, do they get land,
will it mean that thev no longer can take their cattle with them.
where are their work opportunities and that these matters are be
made topics of negotiation. If the authorities want to remove
them and that the authorities know that they cannot remove them
without fulfilling the conditions fer such a removal. Further
more the intention is also to make public what happens. To
have articles to draw attention to such removals and what remo-

vals have meant to peo

=]
[l
Li7]

¥
-
L

How people have been unrooted 4
result of removals. we could mention for instance what (20
happened in the Ciskei where people have been moved to ua place
called Frankfort which forreriv was a German Settlement where

a few farmers lived. The pecple have been moved there and

thev are facing very difficult

I

ituations. [ think twice a weck
a lorrv comes there and gives a family a bucket of water. There
has been sicknesses, manv people have died and we have the expe-
rience from many removals that in the first period the old peopl
die. manv old people die and many children die. [t is a very
moving experience to go to the cemetery 1In such areas and see

what has happened in such areas. These are consequences ol (30

removials/ ..
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removites which sencrally arce not Znown to the public. Thev

are sometimes not even known to Black people living in the urban

L3

areas and to White people. We think it is our Christian respon-
sibility ty draw attentlion of people to what happens and that
happens in various ways. A further concern of this Task Force
is to help people after thev have been removed. If it is not
possinle to negotlate or te prevent a remeval, then to assist
people when thev have been removed to a different site. Very

orten vou have people coming from d ities now

F-
.

T
o]
p1
o
=
r-‘-
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=

livine together. The men are working in the citiss are (i
away and to find people with certain leadership gqualities who
can  take up responsibility in a community, to Jdevelep thelr own

initiatives. We have the exuerience that one cannet help such

=t

communities simply by pouring in monev because vou create depen-

dencies, but should teain certain people living in those commu-

nities for instance to start créches; to start buving schemes
where they can do bulk buving at z cheuaper rate; to start cli-
nics. Thus the work of this Task Force pertalns to various

araas: pefore a removal, after a removal if possible to avoid
a removal and helping people to take their own decisians, (20
we are very careful in the werk of thls Commission to respect
ne will of a community. [£ 2 community is determined to be

romovod | odo not think it iz our husiness then to o... well we

have to respect what they want to deo, but if they want assistance
W ¢ 1LNC 198 AsslsLance.
CHAVTRMAN Is the work which i1s done in this field by the 5 A C

is that done in colluboration with the Regional Councils of the
S A C U7 -- Yes. It is dene in collaboration with the
kegional Ceuncils of Churches and with Churches in particular

arcas. It is also done in co-eperation with ether (30

croanisations/..



- 39467 - RISTHER
organisations like the Institute of Race Relatlons which does
similar work and we consult together so that we do not duplicate
and sce where we can supplement our services in that regard.

Is there some co-ordinating body which ensures that there
is co-ordination by these various bodies who interest themselves
in this field? -- This exactly happoens in this Task Force. Thev
simplyv come to these meetings, are invited to these meetings.

We invite to the Task Force these organisations and they sent
representatives.

MR VON LIERES: Just a bit of detail on what vou have been (10

tellinz the Commission about. In the Justice and Reconciliation
minutes of the meeting that was held on 24 and 25 August 1378
under the heading "Conscientisation work on local and regional
levels within the S A C C" vou discussed this particular aspect

- this is on page 13 of that particular report and the exact
wording is the following -

"Conscientisation work on regional and local level in the

menber Churches of the S A C C. In this areca the selection

of one ar two of the most important tonics which should be

siven priority at a given time would be most helprul and (20

is a necessary presupposition for achleving a greater impact.

The J & R Committee decided that in the area of conscienti-

sation work on the following two topics should be given

priority until the next meeting. The homelands issue and
the Groun Arecas Act."

Would vou just confirm that please? -- Yes this is part of
the minutes and this is part of the result of discussions with
the delegates of the Churches in that Committes. They selected,
thev emphasised that these were areas where the emphasis should

be placed cn. (30
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The point is which you have made ecarlier that you are trying

to creats> an

resotticnent and was

1Cs5.
in 1979

Then at

tion concerning this
of rescttlement, burt

Have wvou

S

MR VON LTHRES:

would wvou perhaps just read it ints the

18 _"!-.
- &L

viecw gL the

result of the dispossession of the people of the land

the National Conference.

sumber 7

e Nuational Conference of the

immediate national

awarcne ss of the problems that are suffered with

a decision by vour Committee to so do? --

the National Conferenco there was a resolu-

particular matter, not directly on the point

resolution number 7 which I now show vnu.

identified it? =-- Yes, These are the

I did not quite the

Te50-
(10

at the bottom. =--

S ACC resclves that in

crisis which exists

as

throuch

=]
rescttlement into Bantustans, the directlion eof the Govern-
ment as illustrated in the Rickert Report which deepens the

division

- .'\:ﬁ:l'_ -
(U A -

oL

hetween

he according of

urban and

rural people and seeks to perpe-

all privileges to a few a2t the sxpense

- N - - 1 = x fu @ L 1 . .-": - - l":'ﬂ
manyv, the citlzenshlp pollcy, the economic and 30213l La-

policies which have created a situation of extreme poverty

huneer

1 1 - - - 1
have destroved the
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reauests
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o i de 1
Wwlly Lo

o the point of starv

flome and Familw

ation and hopelessness and which

Fabric of both family and comnmunity Lifc
wart of South Africa's people, this Conference

Life

Division in conjunctien
Nivision of Justice and Reconciliation to organise

ursentlyv a series of regional consultations and practical

procrammes pretferably through the regional coun

~31e
crl s

art

Churches to focus the attention of Churches, Government,

power oroups and people on the current rural disaster.”

(30
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The circumstances of these resettloments were ClrTCumsiances
that were also covered in your report to the National Conference
for 1979 on the heading "The homelands policy and resettlements.”?
-- Yes.,

In vour divisional report? -- Yes.

You mentioned the » that in co-eperation with various insti-
tutions and organisations the Justice and Reconciliation Division

*

was undertaken efforts to stimulate an awarenecss of the fact that

Ft

hundreds of thousands of people are threatened by removals and
resettlements in conseauence of the homelands policy. (10

"Many of these people are removed to isolated areas In whica
thev can find no work and in which the necessary preparatiocns

for resettlement are grossly inadequate."”

Do vou recall that? -- I think so. I would like to see it
if I can. Yes.

Allright. That was part of your report submitted to the
vational Conference. The next item I would like to dJdiscuss

with vou on the resettlement matter is that which appears in the

minutes of the mecting of the Justice and Reconciliation Cemmltzee
for August 21-22, 1879, And here I would like to refer vou (.20
to page 1. Start at the bottom of page > plecase.

CHALRMAN: I think he has read what vou wanted read.

MROVON LICRES: ifave you finished? Now vou are disCussing

here in these particular minutes, vou are discussing the implica-
tions of resolutions numbers 7 and 13(c) of the National lonte-
rence of 1978, Would that be correct? -- Yes,

Now 15{c) we have not referred to vet, 7 we have. 15(c)
reads as follows -

"In view of the huge and complicated scale of removals and

rescttlements and the Churches' need for information and (30

interpretation/..
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interpretation it is recommended that Dr Margaret Nash be
asked to compile a dossicr on these matters for study and
appreopriate action, both by the Council and by the member
Churches. It is also recommended thatan I C A fieldworker
be released for an agreed period to visit the Thaba Nchu,
Kromdraal area in order to work out suggzestions how Churches

could help with people living there."

That is resolution 15(c) of the National Conference. would
vou like to read it or are vou prepared to confirm it? -- [ would
like to read it. Yes. (10

Let us see what your committee decided how to respond to
this particular thing. The first item which appears at the
top of page 3 1s that regional consultations were to be held on
the guestion of resettlements” -- Yes.

And the homeland policv? -- Yes.

And information is to be provided so that the underlving
intention of resettlements cculd be understood. Is that correct?
-=- Tes.

Then secondly, it was decided that efforts were to be under-
taken to publicise and make known as widely as possible within(20
the member Churches of the S A C C as well as in overseas Churches
the extent of the resettlements and the suffering and uprooting
that caused. Is that correct? -- Yes.

-

Then it was also decided that data should be coliected on the
extent of the resettlements? -- Yes.

Then it was also decided that this should be Ecumenical
co-operation in the different regions between the various menber
Churches of the Council in that particular region and that con-
certed action of the different local groups and Churches on a

recional and national level should be aimed at in order to (30

mobilise/..
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mohilisec opposition to removals. Is that correct? -- Yes.

Then in conncction with the mobilisation of opposition to
the removals it is minuted -

"ihat the resolutions of the 5 A C C pertaining to non-

collaboration with the authorities is of great importance

and is to be implemented bv organising and preparing a

confrontation with the authoritles.”

Is that what it savs thero7-- Yes.

And as far as this organising and preparing of a confronta-
vion with the authorities is concerned, the next passage 10
suggests thuat the Bakwena tribe north of Pietersburg which Is
threatened by removal in connection with the removal of that
tribe concerted action should be planned as soon as possible. Is
that correct? -- Yes.

Then the next point that is made in the minutes 1is that
negotiations should be initiated with the authoritles {irom casc

to Ccasc. The aim is to avert further removals. Is that cor-

vou laid some stress on the fact that one af the reasens for
the Task Force on resettlement existing is to ensure that (20

those who are to be removed know their rights? -- Yes.

That they can <¢laim compensation and so forth and se forth,

b

but here i1t appears that the Divisional Committee is simply inte-

rested to avert further removals rather than promote the rights
of those who are threatened with removal? -- I do not think it

is possible to separate the two completely because in many cases
the people know their rights the Government is not in a posi-
tion to - rizhts of compensation - tQ remove them and that 1s
part ... that protects the pecople. On the other hand there have

been cases of very ... well cruel removals and here 1t is (30

said/ ..
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satd that the 5 A C C should withdraw from collaboration and
preparving by orcanising and preparing a conlrontation with the
authorities. The ideix was that in case such a removal takes
place that people 2o out there and have a lock at what happens
there. Simply by their presence express their solidarity with
these people who are to be moved and give attention to it,
because very often these removals happen in a situatien where
neople do not really see how people are being treated; the place

wihere thev are being moved to; wunder which circumstances thoy

are moved. We have the experience that the authorities (10
hesitate to carry out a removal in public eve. We as Chris-

tians are under an obligation to make sure that what happens to

people in this country is being seen and that causes conironta-
tiocn - can cause confrontaticon with the authorities. I do not

think we arve allowed to avolid such confrontation because those
neople are people who belong - with whom we belong together and

- g w =y

as Christians we have to take the consequences in such situations.

This 1s weuant by confrontation. On the other hand therc 1s
alse zan insistence on negotiations with the authorities. This
confrontation is not something on its own, but it is to scrve (20

negetiations with the authorities to stop further removals and

such necotiations have taken place agaln and agaln. We have
[ound cut that a sensitivitvy on the part of the authorities can be

achleved very often only if they know what thev do 1s being seen.
if we lecok inte the Bible, in the New Testament particularly
ind especially in the gospel of Luke an emphasis how Christ sees

cople., Peonle who are overlocked by others. I suppose if
the Church is called the bodv of Christ, Christians should live
in the world in which thev are with the eyves of Christ and see

people who are helpless uand who become victims of such (30

measuraes/. .
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measures.,

Let us just look at the negotiations, What did your
Committece actually say about these negotiations? It is at the
top of page 5, paragraph 5. It savs -

"Nevotiations would only have a relative success if a removal

that is being planned and the suffering it will imply has

been publicised sufficiently in South African and abroad so
as to make the South African authorities hesitant to do

further damage to their image."

Is that correct? -- Yes, Should I give an explanatien? (10
CHATIRMAN: [ think vou have done so. -- Yes.
MR VON LIERES: Then the next item is that when one organises -

that 1s paragraph 7 - local or regional greoups with & view to
averting removals or resettlements, one shouid be careful that
these local communities may have been infiltrated by informers
and one should be careful that key persons in Churches may co-

operate in the implementation of the homelands policy. Becau

Lf

of that the Committee then savs -

"That support from cutside groups and agencies will therefore
be necessary for anv effective action on the local and on{ld
the regional level."

Is that correct? -- Yes.

"A common strategy then should also be arranged through

discussion with Church leaders with regards to thesc reset-

tlements and removals.,™

[s that correct? -- That is right.

Then following on that the Winterveld area is given as one
of the arcas in which these problems are being experienced? --
Yes.

And at the same time the Committee was preovided with a (50

siade/..
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slide-=how on four resettlement areas and squatter camps which
had been compiled at the vequest of the Division of Justice and
Reconciliation? =-- Yes.

he methodology that your Committee foresaw that should be

T
emploved is then firstly to gather information, to know who is
to he resettled and when? -- Yes.

Ta find out what the attitude towards this resettlement
would »e? -- Yes.

That is the ecroup that had to be removed. Then to provide
publicity to this particular resettlement venture both locally(19

5,

and internationally? -- Te

L

Thereafter commenced negotiations with the Government on
various 1ssues. These negetiantions could have a variety of
effects. Thev could be beneficial to those who had to be removed
or were supposed to be removed. They could delav the removals,
is that right? -- Yes.

At the same time, of course, the other leg was to organilse
the local and the regional groups to activate them so that
effective action could take place in these attempts to effect
the removals, In fact, if 1 remember correctly, just to (20

cive vou one example of this tvpe of international publicity that

-

vou are referring to and how it takes place I could perhups refer

vou to a letter that vou wrote dated 7 November 1979 addressed
to DOr Berglund of the Church of Sweden Mission in which you say

te him, in the sccond last paragraph after stating the fact that
the Makeota tribe had been removed you suggest to this Dr Berglund

of the Church of Sweden that it would be helpful for people of
the Batlokwa tribe if what has happened to the Makgota community
could he publicised in Europe as widely as possible. One could

hope that the Batlokwa tribe which has also been told that they (30

willt /..
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will have to move, micht be spared in vicew of the concern of the
SA authoritics to have a good 1mage overscas. "I am sending vou
a number of renorts and newspaper cuttings on this incident and
hope they will reach you. At the same time we are trying to
send a sct of 40 very good photographs to the foreign office of
the ERD in Frankfurt. Possibly also a film that was made when
the removals took place. The photo's has been paid for by the
foreign office of the EKD and they have received the right from
the photographer to pass on as manv coples as they wish," Could
vou just identify this letter please? -- This is a letter (10
which [ have written to Dr Berglund in Sweden.

Following on the Justice and Reconciliation Division's deci-
sicn that resettlements should obtain publicity internationally
as well as locally. You request him to see whether some publiclt
could be effected, is that correct? -- I do not know whether
it is directly as a result, but it was simply as ... it could be
this was 1in August 19732 this is 7 Movember 1979,

Two months later? -- Yes.

Whv was this ... subsequent to this decision which we have
dealt with now in which the strategy on resettlements and (20

the creation of awareness surrounding the resettlement problem

has been set out, the Divisiomal Committee met on a nunmber 2f occa-

sions for example in September 19880 your minutes indicate that
mmitt

an inter-divisional Com tee had been established and that the

pies to resist relocations had again been discussed as well

L
+

rat
ra

!
Ehy]

=

as th

L !

internationalisation of the issues, the gquestion ot legal
intervention, mobile forces, the identification of pllot projects
and the creartion or establishment cof an emergency unit to be able
to move to a purticular area immediately. Do you recall that
or do vou wont to see the minutes? -- [ think it is better to (30

scef..
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SoC 1t.

THE COMMISSTON ADJOURNS -=- THE COMMISSTION RESUMES

WOLFRAM KISTNER, still under oath :

MR VON LILRES: Did vou perhaps have a look at the minutes of

the Justice and Reconciliation Committee mecting, 30 September
to 1 October, page 77 -- Yes.

And on page 8 the discussion takes place in connection with
this work? -- Yes.

And right at the bottom of page 8 the suggestion was made that
that Committee cshould obtzin informaticn £rom those Black (10
communities that successfullv resisted or delaved their removals
on the methods and stratecies they emploved successfully? -- Yes.

And some of these methods are listed for example instances of

-
=

delaving tactics through *ime consuming legal 1lnterventions,

maximum publicity in the Press within the country and abroad.
The publication and spreading of infornation, material et cetera?
-- Yes.,

So then perhavs vou confirm these are the minutes we have

referred to and we could perhaps turn to the next minutes which

are March 1981, page 2 and there mention is made that a2 pileot (20

=)
L]
]
—
L]

ct had been started in the Ladvsmith area in the community

L]

which had been relocated? == Yes.

his pilot preoiect was the aim basicallv to assist this

community to

ot re=estahlished? -- Yes.

s

Then i1f we could turn to the minutes of Justice and Reconci-
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ust 19871, pags © paragraph 8.7
the involvement of the Churches 1s agalin discussed namely equip-
ine communitiecs threatened by relocations to avert Or oppose re-
movals and assisting communities in coping with their situation
where thev had alreadv been rclocated, Is that correct? -- (30

Yes/..
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There is one other document [ just wish to deal with and
that is vour report to the Executive, October 17-23, 1081. It
appears that this inter-divisional Committee that was established
was not a1 successful Committee and it was decided that a Task
Force should be appointed instead of the inter-divisional Com-
mitec. Is that correct? -- Yes.

This suggestion was conveved by you to the Executlve Commit-
tee at its meeting October 27-23, 19817 -- Yes.

And vou make the point here that - (10

it
.
=
'_l

in the framework of the South African Council of
Churches organisation a Task Force on relocation has been
recently constituted. [t has taken the place of the former
inter-divisional Committece on relocations and it co-operates
closely on relocation issues with grganisations such as the
Institute of Race Relations, AFRAY

wha+ does the abbreviation AFRA stand for? -- It 1is an erga-
nisation in Natal working on relocations. It does not come to
mv mind, [ think the R will refer to removals possibly, removal
of A{ricans. (20
t, I continue the sentence -

Tl or wew

Surplus Peoples Project which are represented at its m

L
oo
3 o R T e N L. E o " : ; e vy W W TR oW T
tinpgs and which particlpates Ln the decision maxing. The
qim of eetablishine the Task Force was to promote particl-

vy, o 1

pation of § A C € member Churches in work on reclocation
1ssues,"

Is that correct? =-- Yes.

rasN
ol

I'hen there is just one other aspect and in vour report in 1080
to the Executive Committec vou report that visits have been under-
1.

taken by staff members to various areas 1n which Blacks are (30

tnreatencd, ..
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threztencd by removal or have been removed and you refer to
Winterveld, Batlokwa area, Greblersdal, Jan Kemndorn et cetera? --
Tes.,

Does that take place regularly, these visits? -- Well ...
(intervenes).

Possible relocation areas? -- Where therc is a need.

Is there anvthing else vou wish to Inform the Commission
on relocations that you ccnsider of importance that has not been

dealt with?

CHATRMAN: Would it not - just to get the complete picture - (10
be useful to add in here the work which was done by way of publi-
cation of works on relocations? I have in mind the .. I think
Dr Marcaret Nash prepared a piece which was placed before the
Commissicn on relocations. -- Yos,

was that published in consequence of the work of J & R or
was that independently of that? -- There was a conference as has
been peointed out here there was a resolution one should co-opera-
te with regional councils; there was a confercnce in Grahamstown
and people from different parts of that area came together and
that material was collected and that publication resulted from(Z0
that. "An empty table" and there was another publication too.
I do not have the title now, also by Dr Margaret Nash.

Then have vou vourself personal knowledge sufficient enough

to inform the Commission on what is done by the S A C C or by

I

regional councils locally to assist pcople who have been relocated
-- Yes therec arc attempts te draw the attention of parishes close
to relocation areas to the needs of parishes in relocation areas
so that they cuan help one another. That happens in the Eastern
Cape, it happens also in the Ladysmith area.

Then the question of group areas, does that - dealing (50

with/..
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with group area removals - does that also full under the general
catagory of rescttlements as far as the work of the 5 A CC 15
concerncd? =-- In the strict sense it does not because 1t 1s not
so much related to the homelands, but we have been dealing with
group arca issues also like the shacks 1n Cape Town or the shacks
in Orlando, but we Jdid that always in co-operation with the re-
gionals councils in the area. Thus the initiative is very much
with the regional councils in the area.

Thank you.

MR VON LIERES: [f vou would then please just look at the (10

diagram in front of vou. The next item is "Commission on Racism"

-- There is no Commission on Racism, this of course is a topic

which occurs again and again. But there 1s no special group
working on the issue of racism. There was a consultation which
was called by the General Secretary on racism. Later on there

was a follow up conference and our division was asked to do that
folliow up conference. There is no continuous (ommission working
on the issue of racisn.

This guest

r.l-

on of racism which has been pertinently placed on

the agenda by the World Council of Churches Programme to Com- (20

bat Racism. What is the S A C C's view with regards to racism?
-- The S A C C has emphasised again and again its rejection ot
racism. This has been discussed in the member Churches and I

think vou have f{rom the member Churches' side quite a number of

resolutions rejecting racism as sin and in some instances it 1s

defincd as heresy and the 5 A C C thirks on the =ame Iines. Of
course racism has been rejected in other countries as well. In

Germany we have had the experience with the Jewish question.

CHATRMAN: But I think you were asked te state what the 5 A C C

does about racism? == I understood what 1t sees, (30

What,/..
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What iis attitude 13? -- What 1ts attitude is. The 5 A C C
reiccts racism but it does not only see it as an attitude but as
something which comes out in action and in structures and it
concentrates also on structures which are an expression of racism,

MROVON LITERES: In vour evidence to the Commission vou made men-

e — -

tion of 2 particular document on page 17, if vou have perhaps got
your memorandum there? Page 17. -- Yes,
In ti

i¢ first paragraph on page 17 vou refer to an unofficial

puper "Response of the SA Council of Churchs to the W C C pro-

cramme to Combat Racism - a documentation." Could [ just (10
show vou a document. is this the document vou are referring to

that | show vou now? == That is right.

Bis

why was that Jdocument —repared? -- This document was {irst

of a4ll a preparatory docun o for myself. T knew that the Gene-
ral Secretary was thinking of calling a conference on racism and

I mvselsD had not an overview of the whole history how this was
discussed and [ wanted to trace what was the discussicen in South
Africa, how was it related to the W C C discussion to the programm

miut racism, how have they responded to it. This 1s a

[

Li
i
O
L
r
L

t
nersonal study paper and then I compiled this towards the end (20
[ szv 1 a note: The quotations in this paper and for the survey
I muade use of a German boek and I tried to supplement it because

was afrald I am zsolng into this Conference without kKnowing
mysell the whole hackground and [ collected material for that.
The reference to the German studv documents in the back -
nage 16 - ... (intervenes). -- It is a bocok.

Yes it is a book, but vou relied on that book according to

the note only for a certain number of vears? -- Up to 1974,
Up to 1974, What is the date of that document on page 167
== You mean the date of publication? (30

Yes/.,



Yes., == [t 1s 1975,

No, no vour date that vou finished that particular document?
-- This was .... (intcrvenes).

7 November? -- The document .... my signature is 8 February
1980.

§ February 1980. -- I am not sure whether it was not complete
before, but it was .... (intervenes).

Well that is when vou dated it? -- Yes.

3 February? -- Yes,

[ wish to draw vour attention to the minutes of Justice ({10
and Reconciliation for August 21/22, 1979, page 14 paragraph 19
in connection with this particular document. -- Yes.

[ wonder if wou could perhaps just read that paragraph into
the record please? -- Paragraph 2 of sectionm 197
"That a preliminary report on the work that has been done by
the S A C C should be sent to the W C C. This renar:t co
include also proposals for the future."
This was a committee decision that arose from the W C O in-

quiring what the various Councils have done in connection with(Z0

And this particular document that we have referred to, the

w

response of the ACC to the W C C's programme to combat raclsm
was this Jdocument not used to serve as this preliminary neport
witich was forwarded to the W C C7 You will see in parageraph 1 of
that particular decision the committee decided that a letter shoulc
he sent to S A € € member churches inquiring what their response

to the W C C's letter was and the Council was not aware of whet-
her the member churches had responded or net? -- Yes.

And as a2 result of that the decision was taken that a (30

preliminary/..
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preliminary report on the work that has been done by the 5 A C C
in connection with racism should be forwarded to the W C €7 -- 1
could not give an exact answer to this because such correspondence
would have gone throuch the General Secretary. I myself have not
corresponded with the W C C on this and I cannot imagine that
this would have been referred to this document because this was
my own work. I know that this paper has been used at a conference
on racism in South Africa as preparation for this reporting to

the W C C, the General Secrctary called a conference on racisn.

I suppose a rcport on that conference wiil have been sent to (10

the W [ am sure about this, [ cannot sece¢ that this refers

7

to this document.

rt

Let us first see what hoopened to vour study document respon-

=

i

sg of ¢ A G

s |
T

[

to the W C C's programme to combat racism.
Your response was submitted as part of the documentation to the

consultation on racism that was arranged by the 5 A C € and that

L= B

took place in February 128307 -- That is right. This was in
connection with the situaztion. The conference was called ot

short notice and I had to collect suddenly material which was

avallavle. There was no:t nuch material available and we (20
E ]
simply oresented what we could get from the different Churches

A A R
and this document was 1nNciuds

L

what was the consultations' decision with regards to this
document, the response, The consultation on racism? -- 1 do not
remember that this document was discussed at all. It was simply
information material that was submitted.

Did the material that this conference had dealt with - was
this feorwarded to the Wor!d Council? -- [ cannot ... I do not
know that because it would have gone through the General Secretary,
but I suppose it will have been forwarded because this (30

conference/..
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confercnce was called for that purpose and there was a report
after that conference. [ suppose they will have sent the minutes
of that conterence te the W C C.

Your research, your studies on what the South African Council
of Churches had done in combating racism is set out in thuat parti-
cular document under 5 different headings? -- [ think [ see this
in section 6 it is the response of the South African Council of
Churches, but it also deals with the response of the individual
Churches.

Could I just deal with this firstly on the basis that (19
this is a study document, your personal study document. In this
studv document you set out what you see O be the response of the
South African Council of Churches towards the programme to combat
racism, is that correct? -- As far as I remember it is a historic
survey ves. -

The first response vou list here is the message U0 the peopie

of South Africa, 1968. In that document basically

- 3
18 & A .

re

veiectad apartheid as un-christian and unjust? -- That, of course
- ¥

was prior to the programme to combat racism.

Yes that is gquite correct. Then vou deal with Arnolds< 20
nein and then vou deal with the response of the South African

Council of Churches and firstly vou mention on page 8 that the

South African Council of Churches had interpreted the W O 0

ution as a challenge to become active in the ar

-
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justice in South African soclety. And this resulted in the
sstablishment of the Division of Justice and Reconciliation.
That is one response that you list here? -- Y¢S but I would have
to make some comments on that.

Yos nlease. =-- As far as I checked the decuments of how the
Division of Justice and Reconciliation originated, therc was (3

al..
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1 concern within South Africa to do something against racism
1long Jifferent methods as the Liberation Movements. There were
overscas croups also prepared to support efforts of this nature.
Thus in onc wav it was a response to the concern that something
be done against racism, at the same time a desire te do it along
different wavs and therefore taere was money made available for
Justice and Reconciliation work within the country.

I think of the deocuments of the Council indicate that there
was initially some opposition towards the establishment of the
Division of Justice and Reconciliation in view of the fact (10
that the SPROCAS 2 preogramme had been decided upon. Do you

recall =hat? -=- 1 do not remenmber that I was not there, it would

] 3

Allright. [n an- case let us ust then look at what you
vourself sav on page 3. I read to vou -

The decision of the Executive Conmmittee of the S A C C to
pstablich a Committee of Justi:e and Reconciliation and a

Division of Justice and Reconciliation initially on a three-

vear basis has to be considercd as a response to the WC C

Y e d I : L (20
recsolution at Arnoldsheim, gl =
Richt? -- Yes, I cannot remcmber exactly the details. I

woitld have to check that.

Yes | will show it to vou just now. The second response

A
rt

Th ist by the Scuth African Council of Churches to the
world Council's programme to combuat racispy 1s the resolution on
conscientious objection, 1974 Hammanskraal, page 9. The third
response vou list on page 11 is the foreign investment issue.

The fourth response relates to the just rebellion and the violence
issue and the non-violent actions. The concept of obligatory

resistance as a response and then vou list a question on (50

fundamental/..
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fundamental change in which you say that the resolutions of the
National Conference on Strategies of Resistance was taken at
the time when the Government of the Republic had already announ-
ced that it would introduce far-reaching changes in its racial
policies. This is listed as a response and then you come to
vour conclusion and you say -

"The S A C C and its member Churches have responded in

various wavs to this particular programme. They have not

succeeded in removing onpressive racial structures in South

African soclety. The world-wide 2fforts to combat (10

racism, however, have had the effect that the 34 authorities

are changing their strategy so as to make raclsm not =0

easilv discernible to outsiders as it was before."

will vou just confirm that these were the main themes of vour
response of the response that was prepared? -- I think this 1is

partly correct, but in this paper I also describe 2 hesitation

4

on the part of the member Churches of the 5 A U L and of the

L] it

A C C itself to respond initially to the Programme toO Combat

L

Racism and [ describe a process how this changes in the course
of time. \lorcover as has been pointed out already the mes- (-U
save to the people of South Africa was formulated befcre the
Programme to Combat Racism started. Thus in speaking about

response one should not overlook that there was already concern

for combatting racism within South Africa before the time.
Yes I think it is quite clear that the message which started
i1 1000 and was published in 1968 was dated betfers the I C R
was announced. =-- Yes.
That proar: s r nced in 1909 [ think That is
fhat programme was only announced in 1.9 n«. nat Ls
4 historical fact. -- And there was a response which chaneed in
the course of time. Initiallv there was quite a lot 0f =0

opposition/..
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position, criricism of the Programme to Combat Racism within
South Africa in the Churches and that changed in the course of
time. I think that is indicated in this paper. The respcnse
is at the same time, its initiative coming {rom South Africa and
then initiatives coming rrom outside and then some dialogue on
this. Thus in a2 certain wav it is response, but it is the res-
ponse on Jdifferent levels and of Jiflerent nature.
Anvthing else vou wish to add on the tepic of racism as

dealt wirh by the $ A C €7 -- I think all the documents are at
vour disposcl. (10

Then we have listed anather topic on the diagram which 1s

changed strategles. Would vou Jea! with that please? -- There
is no special group working on this. You cet this term in many
papers, documents, vou get quite a lot of inpu: from different

people on what they consider to be change or not to be fundamen-
tal change and this, I think, happens in variouns clivisions. In
our division we did not have a special group working on changed

stratesy and I think some of the main points have been indicated

ilready in this discussicn.
This would be 2 general term applicable to the various (20

actions of the § A C C in support of its contribution to funda-
mental chance. It is an ongoing thing?-- I think you find it in

neeches of the General Secretary, vou find it in minutes of

othicr Jdivisions a5 well.,

| |

think we can then deal with labour. What would vou like
to tell the Commission about vour activities in respect of labour?
- For this division also there is no special committee. The
question of labour has come up in different contexts. There
have heen in cases of strikes, people who concerns about the

familics who needed support and such applications mainly (30

went,/ ..
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went to the General Secretarv becausce he disposes over the funds.
There have been applications for support of certain projects,
this would go to the ICA - Inter Church Aid - and in our division
we concentrated mainly on {irst of all considering the whole
question of the Church and labour and work. Yot much work has
vet been done on that - thecological work - on the whole question
of work, on the right to work, on the right to withhold wvour
workpower and also on labour organisations. here are different
labour organisations in this country with different approaches

Y ' = wor - § T P - - & LA 1 |
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ment which aims at participation in decision-making processes
in labour. We considered that to be a valid movement and our
concern was to make the voic2 of these movements heard and people

in these movements heard, particularly since labour movements

or labour leaders have often been persecuted. Furthermore we
collected material on ... well we tried to promote certain

peonle in the Black community to become, to get experience of
labour issues; to be trained as mediators but the practical work
we did rotr do ourselves because there are institutions dealing
with this like the Agency for Industrial Mission, the Wilge -2
spruit Fellowship Centre. We did work on that and we also

tried to bring into the South African setting work on labour

issues thut has been done overseus. The question of unemplov-
ment Ls a very important 1issue. Recently we have tried to do -
alsoc to promote work on the whole questions of technology because

usually wou get the impression with the growth of industry more

and more people get work and in this country also then repressive
structures get alleviated. [t 15 not necessary the case because
technelogy c¢an produce unemplovment. We tried to work on that
toc and also on the question how one can make the Government (30

and/..
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and industry awiare that the best possibility o1 peacelful nego-
riitions in cconomy i3 negotiating on a ecqual level. For instan-
co we had when the mine strikes took place - I think it was last
year, 4 vear ago- we got a1 person who is a Roman Catholi: who 1is
verv clese to the people there and reported about tnat strixe

=

that the difficulty was that the mine management was completely

helpless., They did net understand what happened and on the part
of the mine workers, there was nobody to represent them. we

=

tried to ereate an understanding aiso with management that for

zecod relationshins yvou need a level 7€ necotiation and for (10
that purpose vou need negotlation. That negotiation 1s possi-

+

ble only if workers are organised and very orten the whole con-

1

=

cern about orcanising Black workers 1s understaod as something
inspired by communism and this is not at ail necessarilily the cuse
not at all the case I would say, but simply a concern about

pecace: about participaticn in decision-making processes. We

also did work on the whole question of codes of ethics and empha-

sised the whole trade, the recognition of trade unions. A
principle of recognitien of trade unions in that respecct.
Perhaps [ would like to deal first of all with the (20

quoestion how the § A C C or rather the Division of Justice and
Neconciliation ebtains its information on labour matters. In
this connection the role of Mr Manthata, Mr Tom Manthata is set
out in some detail in various documents that you prepared that
we dealt with alreadv - those documents vou st bmitted in 19706
to the Executive of the National Confercnce and so forth, you
recall that? -- Yes I do not recall the details but I recall Mr
Manthata being involved.

Could I perhaps just refer you to one Or TWO of these? On

page 2 of the document that you submitted to the Ixecutlve (30

Committoe,/ ..
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Committee in June 1976 vou set out some of Mr Manthata's func-
tions under the heading "Labour unrest, detentions, trials”.
You say -
"\r Thomas Manthata's close contacts with Black workers,
workers organisations with voung people and students, have
been of inestimable value during the past few months.
Whenever labour unrest ecrupted in the Witwatersrand arca he
was at hand to advise and help affected people and famillies.™
Then as far as depression areas are concerned, 1 suppose ... Vves,
you say - (10
\ir Manthata had paid a visit to a depression area near
Ladysmith and obtained reliable information, data gathering

for a list and for a description of the depression areas in

L 1}

er

t parts of the country will still take some time.

i)
il

-

b
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So Mr Manthata fifst of all was a member of the staff of the
South African Council of Churches? =-- That 1s right.

was he exclusivelv a member of the Division of Justice and
Reconciliation or did he alsoc function on behalf of the Depen-

dants' Conference’ =-- His main task is at present in the Depen-

dants' Conference and only occasionally he comes into th (24
Justice and Reconciliaztion Division, but he works for both
divisieons. Particularly if there is some special occasion be-

cause of his links with the community we get informution on that
level apart from the level .... from other information which we
got through specialists on labour 1ssucs. This is information
where vou have families who have to be visited or a person going
through a certain crisis point, informing us what pcople say
about the situatien therc.and their experiences,

Let me just deal with one other aspect ol Mr Manthata's work,
this is set out in vour report to the National Conference for (50

1976/, .
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1276 on nage 1 oyou sav -
yr Manthatn has attended a considerable number of consulta-
tions and meetings and given addresses. His contacts with
youny pecple are a special asset to the work of the 5 A C C.m
-- Yes that is right.
You confirm both thesc minutes, both extracts? -- Yes.
What sort of consultations did MMr Manthata attend, what sort
of addresses did he give and so forth? -- On our behalf we asked

him to go to specific arcas and report back on what he observes

in a certain area. Herz for instance [ see he has been (10
sent to Hammanskraal and investigate the school situation there,

Hle has other functions also in the Soweto communlity but we are
not responsible for those.

He is a secretary of whuat group in Soweto? -- He is a member
of the -1 think he is stiii a menmber of the Committece of Ten, but
we are not involved with that.

Mr Manthata is then one of your information gatherers on
labour and trade union issues and so forth? -- He is one of the
informution gatherers at a certaln level, because of his links
with people. We have other information gatherers, we get (20
lecturers - university lecturers - speaking to Justice and Recon-

ciliation Committees or other Church gatherings on labour 1ssues

Fj=

and we have dene that gqulte often. Get a specialist on labour

T

issues to inform us what happens there.

Are his reports of great value to wou? =-- Well they are of

‘alue To us.

I would just like to show you one or two of the type of re-
norts that were found in the files of the Division of Justice
and Reconciliation by Mr Manthata. Could you just have a look
and identify them please? -- [ do not remember having read (30

this/..



- Sual - hISTNER
this or it does not come to my mind but [ remember that he nas
visited that area and I think it was at our rcquest.

There are various reports on various strikes reflected in
those documents. Perhaps you can just give us the various
strikes, what is the first cne? -- This one 1is the Volkswagen.

That is down in Uitenhage? =-- Cortina. Here is a visit in
Port Elizabeth.

Could I just have the document please? -- And as far as [ can
see Mr Manthata here reports what people have told him and in
our reports I think it is also recognised from the Justice (1d
and Reconciliation reports we simply write down what people say.
I think that is in some respect in accordance with what the
police sayv we should be concerned about the grass-roots. We
simplv allow people to say what they feel and what they expe-
rience. I think that is the case there too.

Some of these reports by Mr Manthata also concerns the status
that the local Church eniovs in the eves of the workers and
the strikers? -- Yes.

in connection with the Pepco strike, that is the Port Eliza-

beth Black Civic Organisation, Mr Manthata reported back to (20

vou that the Church, down in the Port Elizabeth at least, like

rt

LI

in other arecas is completely divorced from workers on the strike

scene. Nid this cause any consideration, re-think on the part

%3 - o L
LV 15101

> T =

-- [ think in a certain way it did. First of

a1l we noticed that Churches in general are far removed {rom

the workers and we have had investigations for instance where

ra

parishes quite close to migrant workers' hostels do nothing,

know nothing about them. This is a general concern that Churches
are tar removed from the situation of workers. with reanrd to

strikes we felt it very difficulr conetimes to find cut what (30

15_."'. LI}
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is the reasoan for the strike. Also when people came wanting
assistance for their families, are there certain criteria which
one should apply because the Church has to get reliable intfor-
mation on what is actually happening on the sceone. That 1is a
difficulty, but it is true that in general the Churches find it
difficult to have not good contacts with workers,

s Mr Manthata dispatched to a strike scene as a result of
requests that the Council receives to support the strikers there

or how do vou decide whether scmeboly should go and inspect a
narticular scene where a strike is on? -- We have had occa- (10
sions where we received verv bad reperts, but not necessarily
requests and then we wanted somebody who can contact with the
people - contact the pecple to go there and find out what is
happening because we felt that the ncewspaper reports were not
adequate.

Is Mr Manthata alsc instructed to report to the Council or
to the Division then? -- 1 suppose that paper is such a report.

Tes. I am now asking vou whether Mr Manthata is also 1n-
structed to report back to the Division or to the Ceuncil on
the question whether funds should be made avallable to strik=-(20
ers and their families to support them or not? -- I think that
+at would be the case that he would have to report in any case.
ds not remember who sent him there, but in the case of funds
he would have to report to the General Se¢retary because he
deals with funds and the General Secretary then decides whether
his report is valid and applles his criteria.

Let us just deal with one example here. In connection
with the Volkswagen motor strike on 2 and 3 July 1980, Mr Man-
thata was sent down and he had a meeting with the workers and

FOSATU officials and he reports - (30
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"\t this stage the workers that are still striking are con-

cerncd about the steady trickling of workers back to the

plant. The workers had alrecady decided on a delegation to
the S A C C for financial support from Bishop Tutu. With-
out attenuating their financial crisis I stress the moral
leadership which T found to be a great threat for the unity
and leadership."

He then says -

"[ maintain that there shall be no point in asking for funds

when already the workers are going back and there was (10

not even a hard core that they dependcd on."

So it appears from this particular paper that unless the
strike is continuing, he would not be inclined to recommended
financial support? -- I do not remember how this was reported
back. I do not think I was present, this would have Dbeen a

discussion with the General Secretary, but [ know that the Lene-

rt

ral Secretarv in taking such decisions takes account of the
situation of the families who are affected. [ do not know how
he responded to this report.

Would vou perhaps be aware of .. let me just ask you how (20
the svstem now works. Mr Manthata comes back and he reports on
a particular strike situation. Let us assume he recommends that
financial support should be provided for the strikers, does his
report-back o through vour Division with a recommendatlen 1o
the General Secretary or dees it go directly to the General
Secretarv or how does this work? -- It does not go necessarily
through my Division. If I am present I have to travel quite a
lot. I think he would report to me, but it can happen that
the General! Secretarv in a crisis situation sends him there
suddenly ané he comes pack and I did not receive the report L 30

possibly/..
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possibiy because [ was not present at that time. But he
usually would tell me about what he has experienced.
And would you then, in those cases where you are available,
make a recommendation to the General Secretary to provide finan-

cial support? -- If the General Secretary asked me.

Yes., Have vou done so in the past? -- There has - [ re-
member occasions where [ have done that. But there has also

been other occasions where it did not come to my attention.

So this is one method of obtaining information on labour
matters and taking decisions whether such workers should be (10
supported or not. What is the interest of the Scuth African
Council of Churches in the trade unions and the workers? --
First of 211 I would think that trade unions zre a1 way, an
organisation which try to veice the fcelings, the demands, the
expericnces of the workers. If the Council of Churches 1s
concerned about making the veices of people heard about an en-
counter between peoples .1 authority and workers, it has to
take account of the needs of the workers. Particularly

oy .

+hose workers who are migrunt workers find it difficult to

r¥

express themselves. That is one of the ... must be a concern(20
of the Council of Churches. Moreover, but I think that 1s a
different toplc.

W

No I asked vou why the Council is interested in trade unions
and workers? -- Because this is one of the possibilities of ma-
king authorities aware what people experience and the great part
of the Black community are workers, If vou look at the pelice
report, thev are so concerned about grass-roots. Do people in
authority really experience here what people say and what they
experience. This 1s the concern of the Council to bring this to

the attention of the authorities and also to enable the (30

workers/..
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workers to put their demands. The Council itsell does not
take, has net the task to identify with any or compete with any
particular trade union, but it is concerned that people involved
in the national 1life and economic life meet on an equal level
and see justice as a common responsibility and emphasise that
justice cannot be obtained if the one group has all the power
and the other group has to accept the decisions of those who are
in power without being participating. Neither justice or

peace can be insured in that way and therefore the Council 1is

1]

concerned that these different groups, institutions meet and (10

decide together. You can only have collective security and
yvou can only have collective peace.

Docs the Council also see labour organisations and trade
unicns as instruments that can affect the change that the Loun-
cil desires to be effécted in South Africa? -- I think the
Council in general, the General Secrctary would have to speai on

ehalf of the Council as a whole, but the the Council as a whole

o

as [ see it would have the task to get all groups of people to-
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the authorities accept trade unlons as such an instrument, {20

that 1s a contribution.

rabour is something thut £alls directly in your domain as
Direczer of the Cluster of Justice and Soclety. Apart from

b
L'

the concern for the individual, do vou see as Dircctor of Justice
and Reconciliatien ...7 =-- 1 see it simply by the name of my
Division, Justice and Reconciliation that we have to be concerned
about labour. But as ! pointed out the same issue also talls
under other divisions.

Mav [ ask vou then what your view is, do vou sece labour as

an instrument in effecting change in South Africa? -- T think(30

s0/f..
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30, 1t 1s. [f it 1s respected,

In one of vour very carliest letters after becoming the
Jirector of Justice and Reconciliation, vou wrote to an American
- Rev Knudsend - and vou sav to him ... this letter is dated
15 January 1976, vou said to him -

"Saecianl attention will have to be paid to the possibilities

of industrial and labour organisations to effect change."

Could I just ask vou to identifyv the letter? File 1,

3.2, -- Yes it 15 my letter,

Sorry, [ just want to gct 1t back because these are (10
originals and [ have not photostated themn. Whit did vou have

in mind when you conveved this thought to the Rev Knudsend of

the American Lutheran Church that special attzntion has te be
paid or will have to be paid to the possibility of industrial
and labour organisations to effect change? What was it that
vou were trving to sav? -- This was at the beginning when I
started mv work, I did not point out details and I do not think
I would have been able to do that at the beginning of my work 1in
the S A C C. According to general experience the labour move-
ment has plaved a very strong role in democratic development (20
in Britain and if vou look towards the history of Britalin many
of those first labour movements came from the Churches and the
labour leaders, some of them were lay preachers. Thus [ think

that [ did not have more in mind at that stage

, [ did not know
the detnils of the labour setting in January 1976 because I had

NOT pdle SurIiclent attention fo Lt But we are an industriail

country and I think that is evident that that is an important
aspect.

in later vears, in 1931 to be exact, during vour August mee-
ting the point was made that trade unlons apparently apreared (30

to/..
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ro be one of the most important agents of change at the present.
Could T just show vou that, Justice and Reconciliation minutes
25/26 Aucust 1981 page 117 == Yes.

How do you envisage then, this is now about five years after
vour first tentative letter to the Rev knudsend and [ am sure
vou have cristalised your thoughts out by now. How Jdo wyou
envisase the trade unions and the labour movements to become 1m-
portant agents for change? -- 1 think that in our setting, parti-
culariv sincs we are involved, we are cencerned that we get
relatively peaceful change as far as that is still pessible. (10

......

aer
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culd be an insistence on negotiatieons and in the labour
movenment and the whole economic era we realised that there scems
r5 be a1 possibility now of getting to a level of negotiations

sts and eccnomists appear to realise that

rt
|

Some of the industrial

on the long run they will have to rely on co-operation with

thelr workers. This is a grass-root movement where eoplo
orcanise, express themselves and that the Church therefore should

he concerned that this is being taken account ¢ £ and th

show an interest in this.

- DA ~ s R P -~ F "
[ am not quite sure that T understand you. Could I (20
ack it to vou slightly differently. The Council dogos not

1 1.7 japp®=  wymseny B 3 oe ¥ oy T | - 1 Y. | -
nold out much hope that negotiation will affect tae funcamental

chance it deems necessary in South Africu. That is one of the
rangons 1t has decided to institute non-vioclent JCTion 2 ovariol
piturcs ., the detail which we do not need to go into. Now 1f
the S A C C is of the view that the success of negotiations 1s

verv limited, I mean vou will recall +his morning when we dealt
with resettlements we had an example that there is very little
chance for a negotiation to succeed unless mass ive publicity

and s0 forth has been created. ¢ the § A C C Joubtz the (3n

value/
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value of negotiation as a means of etfecting fundamental change
and in fact has opted for non-violent actions, how do you sce
that negotiation by the trade union or the worker 1s going to
contribute to fundamental change? -- The negotiation usually, a
preparedness for negotiation usually is only achleved if vou
have somebodv whom vou need. Thus you con use pressure in order
to achieve the preparedness for necotlation. [f all power is
on one side usually vou do not have a preparedness of negotia-
tion. Within the trade union movements you f£ind exactly that,
that thev exert pressure and then the people vho have econo- (10
mic power realise vou need these people and then there comes
negotiation. I would think with resettlements what we spoke
about resettlements was exac:tly the sane. Exert pressure 1in
order to get to negotiation. I{ no pressure is necessary this
is even better. In the trade union movement vou could gradual-
ly set development where there is this negotiation, need of

negotiation has become internalised by both parties.

[ ]

The tvpe of pressure that you envisage that the trade unlons

=]

and labour organisations can exert, what type of pressure are

you referring to. Is this now strikes, boycotts and so (20
forth? -- Thev can withhold, I think it is a general accepted

human right to withhold your labour and that 1s recognised widely
in different countries, if you [eel that your concerns are
not respected.

Withholding labour, is that different from striking? -- It
can be a strike.

Strike I suppose one should understand as a concerted ac-
tion bv a number of workers in a particular concern? -- Yes.

And withholding labour can that be something that the indi-
vidual can do by just not turning up? -- It could be the (30

case/..
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case too ves.

Apart from withholding labour, whuat other tvpes of actleons
could they undertake that would create pressure? -- First of
all they could consult with one another. [t may he that they
have completely unrealistic demands, thus they need to have some
training how to understand the whole process of negotiation, the
dynamics of a firm, of relationship between management and labour.
Thev must also be able to see the problems manavement faces.
I think that all is part of this concern to get people to nego-
tiate with one another. (10

Does the S A C C - is the 5 A C C seeking the trade unions
and labour organisations to exercise this type of pressure? =-
I think they do it on thelir cwn.

Do vou want them to exert this pressure or

e

not? -- we would like-.... I th

l—l

nk the Church has to be very

careful not to take the ini

t

iative because to get the authoritles
to respect people 1f thefe is such an initiative and I think
these workers show that thev want to negotiate, that theyv have
their demands.

Let us just deal with one or TwWo strikes 1in which the (20

S AC ¢, or iabour disputes then in which the S A C C became

]

involved in. [ think the verv first onec that the 5 A C
mentions is the Fattis & Monis dispute? == Yes,
which is also reportoed amongst others In the Asingeni Rellef

Fund report number 187 -- %e

Lr

The S 4 C C states that it arrvanged for negotiators, some-
bodv from Cupe Town and it acted as a mediator and eventually
splved this particular strike. Do vou reccall that? -- Yes.

At the same time, of course, the 5 A C C was also providing

1

financial support for the strikers whilst they were (30

nevotiating/..
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negotiating? -- Yes.

Could I just read this to you. On page 2, the Asingeni
Heport number 19 says -

"Asingeni provided financial assistance to the workers

whilst they were out of work and this helped to maintain

their solidarity at a crucial period.”
And this is relative to the Fattis & Monis strike. Do vou
recall that? -- I know *hat thev got support here.

This financial assistance came at a crucial period and
succeceded in maintainine their solidarity at a crucial (10

k- |

period. If this financial assistance had not been forthcoming

do vou think therz would have been any reason to negotiate

hetween the workers and the emplovers or would the people not

-

have gone back to work in anv casc? -- I think this is a very
difficult questions because on the one hand the Council has to
be concerned about the situation of the families 1f the men
strike, but it is of course obvious if the families can get
support thev can hold out for a longer time. In a normal
situation in other countries trade unions have their own funds

to maintain families. This is not possible in this situ- (20

rt

ion, thus if vou do the one it has the effect that it also

f

rt

strenathens the people in putting their demands. [ think vou
cannot avoid that both go together.

I am not quite sure that I quite understand. I get the
impressicn that because money was supplied to the strikers,
the strike drageged on for longer than it would otherwise have
been if there were no funds available? -- I suppose that the
reading of that text means that if the familics would not have
been supported the workers concerned might have been very worried:

how can [ maintain my family? (30

Let/..
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Let me show vou the text? -- Yes I interpret thls passage
as follows: That there was a solidarity ameng the workers but
the families, they had to provide for their families and this
solidarity could have been broken if some people simply because

they felt their families were unprovided fpr, felt that they

could not stand this any longer, and would then have gone back
to the factory without their demands which they had decided on
in solidaritv being taken account of.

So it could have been if the Council had not provided funds,
that no mediation may have been requirecd. The strike would (10
have ended? -- I do not know that, but I know that Bishop Tutu
had offered to Fattis & Monis, had offered mediation and as far
as I remember Fattis & Monis was not only affected by a strike
but also by a consumer bovcott which was perhaps just as serilous.

This Asingeni Report is also important 1in another respect.
Perhaps we should deal with it now, because I want teo ask you
whether a deliberate deciﬁiﬂn was taken in connection with labour.
In this report the doners are advised that the mandate of the
S A C C then specifically this fund Asingeni, tacitly involved

d

th
e

isting the victims of the apartheid system and to empower (20
the powerless in their liberation struggle against the totally

unjust and immoral svstem prevailent in the country. And 1t

[

goes on -

"We are now making this tacit commitment more expliclt in

the assistance that we have been called upon more and more

to provide."

Was the question of expanding the mandate of Asingeni to
include support for labour unions and trade unions and so forth,
was that discussed with vou? -- I do not remember this, this 1s
an arca which I was not invelved in. I think the General (30

Secretarv/..
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Secretary should be asked about this.

Do vou know whether in fact the South African Council of
Churches had been approached prior to this decision as reflected
in report number 19 for assistance in the labour and trade union
fields? == T am not informed about that.

The next reoference to labour we then also find in Asingeni
Report number 20 and here we now get the report that there was
unrest in the textile industry, labour unrest in the textile
industry in Natal; in the motor industry; in the meat industry
and that the S A C C tried to intervene in the meat dispute (10
as thev had successfully mediated in the Fattis &ionis dispute,
but the offer was turned down. It also savs they were asked
to give relief to the workers as they have done with Ford, with
the Ford workers. This information, was this information
obtained bv your Division and passed on to the Ceneral Secretary
for action or how did it work? -- I de not remember that this
passed throuch my Division. It mav have been that I was not
in the country at that time and I would think it would have
gone through the General Secretary, but I am not sure.

Let us sce how this interest in trade unions and labour (20
developed further. The next thing that happened was that a
meeting with trade unions was held at Khotso House on 14 August
180817 -=- Yes.

Do vou recall that meeting? =-- Yes.

There were some 12 or 13 representatives of various organi-
sations present. AZAPO was presented by Mr Wauchope and Mr
Lengane. These purport to be minutes of a meeting between
the S A C C and trade unions held at Khotso House. Is AZAPO
a trade union? -- No.

What were they doing there then? -- I do not Know how (30

thev/..
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they came in there.

Then we had the Black Allied Workers' Union who were repre-
sented. The Council of Unions of South Africa - incidentally
is it correct that the Council of Unions of South Africa, abbre-
viation CUSA, is a split ... is an organisation formed as a result
of splitting away f{rom FDSATﬁ? -= [ have read that at some place,
but I am not sure whether it 1is correcct.

Then there is another organisation GWUSA, I suppose that 1s
the General Workers Union of South Africa, they were represented?
MACWUSA was represented and various other trade unions. (10
MWASA was there, that is the Media Workers Association of South

Africa and the WPC, that is Wilgespruit Programme something -

I will find out the name later - Mr White represented them. Let
us see what was discussed here. The Ceneral Secretary opecned

the meeting and explained the purpose of the meeting saving -
"That the delegates were to consider new labour laws which
were still being debated in Parliament and the meeting had
to decide whether all present agreed on the unacceptability

-

Fis d | L}
L ki

1aw.

L
et

Then a delegate who attended the meeting asked about the (20
involvenment of the Church in the whole question and you were
requested by the Chairman to respond. You responded by saving
that because the law would affect basic human rights, the Church
to be invelved. Could I just ask vou to identify the
minute? =-- I was present at this meeting, I did not ... the minu-
tes are not signed, but I suppose they will be the valid minutes.
Should I respond?

Yes. -- In this meeting the concern was to have some clarity
ibout the Church and the trade unions becausc the Council of

Churches got approaches from different trade unions and their (30

understanding/..
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understanding among one another was very different and here you
have got guite a number of trade unions and we wanted them to
express what Jo vou really expect frem the Churches, how does the
Church relate to vour concerns, because they are so much divided.
Also to sav where the Church could help them and where it ceuld
not help them. That was the interest of ... that was the concern
of this meeting. My specific, the sentence which is under-
lined here, [ said -

"3Iince the law would affect Basic human rights, the Church

had to be involve ." (10
I think ! =2id as far a< I remember, that the trade unions have

a basic human right and have the right to emphasise basic concerns

[ also said the right to withdraw one's labour is a basic human
right. [ remember thut I said that at that meeting.

Before these laws were passed, the position was that these
Glack workers could not form a trade union, is that so? -- [ do
not think thev could not form a trade union, they could not be
registered as a trade union.

'hev could not be registered and could not negotiate? -- Yes.

Thev could in terms of the new law be registered if (20
thev wished? -- Yes but the views on registration are very
different among the different trade unions.

d if

You sav this new law that allows them to be register

L

they want to be registered is denying them rights that they had

nreviously? -- The sentence is understandable ... I cannot under-

stand this sentence from the minutes. I did not do these minu-
tes. [ do not know, it savs here -
"Ny Kistner said since the law would affect basic human
richts ...."

it does not make much meaning and [ cannot recollect exactly (30

what/..
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what [ said, but [ said the weorkers have basic humin rights about
which the Churches are concerned and one of those was to with-
hold one's labour.

You will recall that in vour ... in the investment booklet
that the Division of Justice and Reconciliation submitted to the
National Conference in 1977 and that was se¢nt overseas, One of
the demands listed there was the right of Blacks to access 1o
trade unions and to equal pav and so forth. Do you recall
that? -- Yes,

his law now apparently gave them the right to set up a (10
trade union if they so wished? -- Yes.

It would therefore meet that particular demand that was
listed in vour 1977 investment booklet that was missing? -- Yes.

So instead of a denial it would then be an acceptance of
that particular human right? -- Well it depends very much on the
tvpe of legislation.

Yes, and what do you say was the type of legislation in this
case? -- 1 can only sav how certain Black trade unions under-
stood this. Some of the Black trade unions understood the way
in which the legislation was formulated as an £Ilovt On the (20
part of the authorities on the one hand to admit trade unions,
hut ot the other hand also to control them. I think that per-

8
E e

tained particularly to the way in which the right of strikes was
defined and others saw it differently. Others saw it as a
possibility which one could make use of.
Have vou gone through the minute? -- Jot compietely. Yes.
The main points of the minute would be that the trade unions
had questioned the relevance of the Church in the labour struggle;
that the representatives were given an explanation that the

Council had helped strikers in the past and that on the whole (30

question/..
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question of justice in South Africa the Church was involved.
It was also - if [ can sumnarise the minutes - explained to the
delesates that the Government basically wanted to control the
worker and that the Church should stand against legislation
dirccted azainst the worker. It was then also indicated by the
General 3ecretary that the Church had a task to mobilise and
educate the Black worker. That was the one aspect, would that
be more or less correct? -- Tes.

Then 2 suseestion was also made that the Council should play
an umbrolla role in ceonnection with bringing together of all (10
the various trade unions? -- Yes,

Aand how did the Council respond to that 2stion? -- These

L
£
Lff
ra

]
et =

.

adk

nutes simply cxpress what was said there, but I personally I

- i |

nd that a bit unrealistic expectation because the trade unions

(a3
l_Jl

will have to achieve their own unity. The Council cannot do
it for then.

CHATRMAN: Wheo convened this particular meeting that we are

discussing now? -- It was convened as far as [ remember, it was

convened by the Churches,

which Churches? =-- By the Council of Churches. (20
The S A C C7 -- Yes, Because of the very different expec-

-

ations which were directed towards the S A C C.

Why was AIAPO invited to attend? -- I cannot give an expla-

Could vou teil me something about AIAPOT -- Well it is an
orcanisation which has .... (intervenes).

What is that an abbreviation for? -- Azanian Peoples' Organi
sation. [ thiak it has certain traditions which go back to

the Black Consclousness Movement.

[ed
i

wha on behalf of the £ A C € was responsible for (

arranging/..
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arrancing this meeting? -- As far as [ know it was the General
Secretary whoe had called for the meeting. [ am not quite sure,
or myself, but I could not .... I may have signed the invitation.
But I think it was initiated by the General Secretary.

MR VON LIERES: Did vou prepare any agenda point [or this

meeting? -- At least no .... (intervenas).

This was something that usually fell within your domain? --

Yes. [ do not think w2 prepared an agenda. I have no rcmem-
berance of an agenda. The primary ceoncern was to hear what
thev say. (10

Did this meeting mark a sort of a starting point for a

stronger relationship between the Council and some of the trade

unions? -- I could not szv that. There has not been a meeting
of this kind later, it has not been followed up.

CHATRMAN: Why were these particular unions invitec and not

others? -- I think there were more invited than those who are
represented. Some of them did not .... (intervenes).

What was the criteria on the basis of which particular
unions were invited te attend? Which trade unions fell in the
catagory of those who were invited to atttend? -- They were (=0

¥

Black trade unions. I do not think TUCSA was invited, but I

would not be able to sav. I would think they were what vou
can call trade unions which emerged since 19738, new trade unions

apart from TUCSA. But [ cannot remember the detalls.
MR VON LIERES: The importance of Black labour was clearly
realised by the Council. [ mean if we look at the report,

Asinveni number 23 for September 1931 which 1s approximately a
month after this meeting, we find on page 2 under the heading

"Labour unrest" we {ind the following -

o

"The Black trade unions have shown thelr muscle and (3

thcirflli- £l
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their militancy. Thev have relused to be confined only
to labour 1ssues pointing out that politics is all pervasive
and that thev could not divorce themselves from community
issucs. They are the most significant force fer reasonably
peaceful change and Government 1s awarge of this and the
latest labour legisiation 1s aimed at emasculating the
unions and controlling them rigidly. The outside world is
hoodwinked if it thinks bv recognising Black trade unlons
the Government has begun to liberalise apartheid. It has

o

-

we nothing of the sort. It realised that with the (10

A

i

1

5t of multi national corvorations in the work situation

e

¥ oy
[

=

to do scmething. Legislation will attempt to under-

L.

1t ha
mine the unions and curbh them. The Black unions have said
that will defy any laws that intend to turn them into tooth-
less bulldogs and the S A C C has said it will want to be
supported. [ hope our friends will be generous in money
Jdonations because these unions have no strike funds and the

Asingeni Fund has assisted in giving relief to striking

i

workers whose only effect or weapon is the right to withhold
their labour. They will not be able to do this for (20

long unless thev are supported. We have done a bit of

Wwill vou just ....7 -- This 1s the Asigeni Report.- - I do
not sce who zave this report according to language it 1s not
myseil and [ was not in this meeting. I do not think I have
«es. 1 did not sav this and I do not know who said it. I would
think that this question would have to be put to Bishop Tutu
hecause he has to do with Asingeni.

CHATRMAN: what 1s the numher of the report? -- Z5.

MR VON LIERES: This was provided to the Commission by the (50

e e

Council/..
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Council as an official version of that particular report. -- Yes
but I .... (intervenes).

Well it does not matter who wrote the report, we know that
the General Secretary normally issues the Asingeni Reports, 1s
that correct? -- I think so ves.

The point I am getting at, in that particular document,the
section that I read out to you, one gets a clear impression that
the concern is to keep the strike coing on and on and a special
appeal is made to the overseas donors to provide more funds? --
As I said I think on the text of this, the speaker of this (10
renort would have to be addressed but I never understood this
the task of the Council to encourage a strike to go on and on.
What we were concerned about in our Division was to simply draw
attention to the situation of labour. To collect as much infor-
mation to encourage, try to help people to get tralning. We
invited inte our meetings people speciallsing on labour issues.
We invited people from certain situations like the mine workers
strike reporting and then consulting on what we could do in that

situstion. I+ is a fact that in other countries trades unlions

Ifa
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nd therefore arec able to stand through (20
a strike 1f thev want to. I think this is what the report
Please read it again, that thing, by vourself and bear 1In
mind that the question [ am asking vou 1is whether the clear
wording of that report is not or does not express a concern to
keep a strike going on and on and on. -- It savs -
"The Black unicns have said they would defy any laws that
intend to turn them inte toothless bulldegs and the 5 A C U
has said it will want to bhe supperted.”
Thus this applies to specific legislation which triecs to (30
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strangle the - according to these views - tries to strangle the
possibilities of trade unions. [f in that case they defy the
S ACC vould be supported. I read it like that.

And the first part in which the trade unions are described
as having muscle, being militant? -- Yes and they have pointed
out that politics is all pervasive and that they could not
divorce themselves from community 1ssues. They are the most
significant force for reasonable peaceful change.

[t iz a matter of interpretation and the Commission must
nake up its mind how it wishes to read that. You have not (10
ignored the appeal to the donors for extra funds to kecep the
strike, to get some money? -- Yes thut 1s 1n tacre.

During 1982 in your sul 1ission to the XNational Conference
vou have also dealt with the labour issue on page 10 of your
report to the National Conierence. I hand vou the Divisional
Reports that was submitted to the Mationul Confercnce, could you
just identify that as such? -- Yes.

And vou sav there - perhaps vou could read that bit on the
labour issues on page 12. This is now vour Division's vicw on
the matter. -- (20

“Particularly in the last few years the Black workers and

rhe Black workers organisations have proved to be the most

powerful forces pressing for change in the South African
situation. In the 5 A C C the realisation has grown that
it is necessary for the Church to have contact with the
workers and to be informed about labour issues in order to
be able to evaluate the responsibility of the Churches 1n
relation to these issues and to the workers in gencral.”
Sheould I read more?
Yes. -- (30
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“The following steps have been taken with regard to labour
i1ssucs. The S A € C has received regularly study papers
and recommendations from a highly gqualified expert on labour
issues particularly on recent labour legislation. The
Justice and Reconciliation Committee has decided that work-
shops on labour issues should be organised for Ministers.
‘leetings should be arranged for the persons who are in charge
of the Justice and Reconciliation Committees in the different
Churches and denominations to inform them abcout current
developments in labour Llssues. Two such meetings have (10
already taken place. The J & R Division has been assisted
in these tasks by the Agency as a guideline for its member
Churches."
Perhaps vou can just first explain to the Commission what
is this Agency you are talking about here? -- I suppose this 1is
an ommission in typing Agency for Industrial Mission [ suppose

it would be.

Agency for Industrial Mission? -- Yes.
And who is the Agency for Industrial Mission? -- It 1s an
acency which is comprising people working on labour issues (20

in different churches includineg the Dutch Reformed Church.

Does this fallunder the auspices of the Regional Council of
Churches Witwatersrand or is it an independent ....? -- No it is
not under the Witwatersrand Regional Council.

Is the Wilgespruit Fellowship Centre involved in this Agency?
-- Yes [ am not quite sure how they are related, at least kev
Dale White is in it, but there are ... I am not sure who is iIn
the beard.

[t was vour considered opinion that vou submitted to the
National Conference that Black workers have proved to be the (30
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most powertul forces pressing for change in the South African
situation? -- That 1s right.

Did vou consider them to be a more powerful force than the
S A ZC? -- Yes.

In pressing for change? -- [ think on the long run they are
a very powecriul force because the S A C C has not the possibility
of exerting pressurc. It is also the 5 A C C has a different
task. It can only facilitate the different groups in South
African society to negotiate.

in this one recommendation of vours vou sav workshovs on(10
labour issues should be organised for !linisters. In ract we
know that these workshops on labour issues had taken place. --
Several nave taken place.

And one such example that comes to wmind 1s a workshop that
Mr Manthata had conducted long before vour report to the
National Conference in 1982. This was already in 1579, we
find in vour Committee minutes for August 21/22 that Mr Manthata

reported on various courses that he had conducted especially for

Ministers in Soweto on the topic and the topic was the rights

of workers and workers organisations and that the response to(20
the courses were very favourable. If we could come back to this
then, why did vou consider it important - or vour Division consi-
der it important to arrange workshops on labour issues for Church
linisters? == Tirst of all for the Church Ministers to be aware
of the experiences and the needs of workers and very often in

the Church - even in the divine services - vou find few of the
workers for instance migrant workers and it is simply that they
do not feel that the Churches address themselves to their needs
and to their particular situation. Secondlv also to help Minis-
ters to make other groups in the Church aware of the needs (30

of /..



- Gl - R IGTNER

of the workers. Also to make - if the workers want to meet -
to make their Church buildings available if possible because they
do not have places to meet and to discuss thelr concerns. I
think this is a general concern that one has to get more proper
insight into the experiences of the workers.

Incidentally at this same 1982 National Conference resolu-
tion 6 was adopted dealing specifically with trade unions and

it was addressed to the South African Council of churches and

member Churches. Perhaps you would like to read through this?
CHATRMAN: I think yvou can de that in the luncheon adjcurn- 10
ment.

COMMISSION ADJOURNS UNTIL 14h00
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THE COMMISSION RESUMES AT 1Lh0D ON 16 MAY 1983

WOLFR&M KISTNER, still under cath:

MR VON LIERES: Doctor, we had reached the stage where

your report to the National Conference 1982 was read into
the record, and then | made available to you the consequen-
tial resclution, resolution no & of the National Conference,
in connection with trade union matters. Now, would you
please read this resolution of the National Conference
into the record? --- The resolution no & on trade unions
reads as follows: 10
"This Conference affirms the right of trade unions
+o organise the workers and to demand bargaining
rights. It s*ernly deplores the harassment and per-
secution to which mzny trade union leaders and or-
ganisers are subjected. This Conferences encourages
the SACC and member churches of the SACC to support
the struaogle for justice in industrial relations
and in the politically and economically deprived
Elack group, by practising and promoting among their
membership their standard of employment, in 20
respect of remuneration, conditions of work and as-
scciations with other workers to trade union organisat-
ions locally and on a wider basis;: by making availa-
hle buildings for meetings for trade unions; by
nrotesting against victimisation of trade union lead-
ers and organisers; by encouraging churches in other
countries to make the trade unicons in their respec-
tive countries aware of the harassment and coppres-
sion of representative trade unions in South Africa
and to alert them to their responsibilities; 30
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by promoting pressure, especially on nulti-national
companies to accept and recognise representative

trade unions; by helping employers to become aware

of the grievances and the situation of workers in
South Africa; by assisting families which suffer

as a result of the participation of one or more bread-
winners in a strike; by contributing towards leader-
ship training of people engaged in trade union work;
by organising workshops for ministers on Iindustrial
relations; by encouraging ministers to take 10

part in causes on mediation in industrial relations''.

MR VON LIERES: " Mow, Doctar, this rescolution would -
sppears to indicate that the Council - the South African
Council of Churches in its National Conference has come

to the full realisation of the importance of trade unions

in the South African scene? --- Yes. M'Lord, the Conference
consists of delegates of the churches, thus | think the

Conference has accepted recommendations of the Division

in which acain delegates of churches were participating

in these proposals,. 20
Now, let us look at strategy 2.4, that was adopted

by the National Conference in order to support the political-

iv and economically deprived Black group. The strategy

2.4 says that churches in other countries should be encous

raced tc make trade unions in such countries aware of the

aroblems in South Africa, and to alert such trade unions

to their recponsibilities. in fact in one of vour minutes

i
Y

the Justice and Reconciliation meeting, namely the minute

o
=ty

10 Septermber to 1 October 1980, we find such a situat-
ion already exists in overseas countries, | would 30
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just like to find you your copy. If you would like to
turn to page 13 of the minutes of that meeting, paragraph
14.2 deals with the report on the work of the EKD-sponsored
Eurcopean study commission on Faith and ldeologies, and.
the second-last paragraph on that page, if you would just
read that into the record please? --- (READING)
"It appears that one of the tasks of the EKD in this
connection is to contact the trade unions in Germany
and to encourage them to use their influence for
obtaining bargaining rights for Black workers 10
in the Scuth African situation'.

MR _VON LIERES: - That would be consistent with the require-

ment of this point of strategy as formulated in the resolut-
ion? -- That is right.

Now, the making available - 2.2 - of buildings for
meetings for trade unions, what was the idea bhehind that?
-- Because they have very great difficulty in meeting,
and the churches should make available their buildings

for such meetings.

Is the position that the trade unions cannot 20
afford their own accomodation? --- That is one of the reasons,
also the places for meetings, it is very difficult to get

meeting places in guite a number of places.

in fact the position as far as trade union finances
are concerned, is rather serious? === It would depend on
the type of trade umnion, | suppose.

Wwell, let us lcok at yvour notes on the CUSA Annual
Conference at Hammanskraal that was held en 31 July 1682.
| refer you to page 2 paragraph 4, if you would perhaps
just identify these notes please? --- Yes, these are 30
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my notes submitted to the General Secretary.
Mow, page 2, paragraph 4, would you just read your
notes? --- (READING)
"| was amazed at the degree of financial dependence
of CUSA. from international trade union organisations,
This dependence was mentioned ane emphasised in the
report of the General Secretary and of the President
as a problem that has to be overcome, | f | understood
the report correctly, CUSA collected approximately
RE 500 from its constituency and depends to an 10
amount of R114 000 on financial support from inter-
national trade unicn corganisations in order to be
able to cover its current annual budget'.

MR VON LIERES: So thev are largely dependent on overseas

funds? =-- According t® that report.

According to that report, and that is the impression
you are under? --- Well, | only listened to that report.
| wrote down what | understood. | did not have the report
before me.

This is what they said at the meeting you at- 20
tended? === In the report of that Secretary.

Now, 2.5 promoting pressure especially on multi-
national companies, is this an activity or a strategy that
ic done both locally as well as through your overseas Tinks?
—- | think this is done by the trade unions themselves,
| mean, the churches do not directly exert pressure on
+he companies, but | read as far as | remember, what we
read just now, we encourage the churches tg make the trade
unions in their respective countries aware of the situaticon,

Now, excuse me, but this resclution on trade 30
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unions is addressed to the SACC and its member churches? =-=-
Yes,

S50 this is a strategy that the National Conference
commends to the Council and its member churches? =--- Yes.

S50 the National Conference commends that the Council
and the member churches should promote pressure, especially
on multi-national companies? =--=- Yes.

Now, in what way should the SACC or does the SACC
and/or its member churches promote pressure on multi-national
companies? Let us first take the local scene. How 10
doe vyou operate to geti these multi-naticnals to comply with
the resclution? =-- M'Lord, the churches have companies,
representatives in their constituency. They can talk to
them, they can bring together trade union pecople and repre-
sentatives of companies, within the country, to have =z
dialogue on this question, and there can be study agroups
or groups discussing these matters in the churches, and
I know that this has happened also even on the parish level,

where one ogets representatives of - workers' representatives

and peopie from management together, 20
Any boycotts of products? --- Bovycotts?
0f products of these multi-nationals? Is that a
methoc? --=- This is not mentioned here and is not thought

cf here, at present.

Mow, overseas then, how do you see that the Council
and its member churches could promote pressure on muiti=
naticonals overseas? --- The Council has relations with
its partner churches, and through its partner churches
it could encourage them to do the same type of work as
it is happening here, namely talking to the trade 30
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unions, and there are prominent trade union people in the
churches, and there are also prominent representatives
of management in the churches.

And the EKD, sccalled "Firmengespreche', talks with
companies, together with this extract we have read to you
from your minutes for September 30 to October 1, 1980,
that is an illustration of how it works? --= Well, that

was one attempt of the EKD to talk to management.

Noew, 2.7, assisting families which suffer as a result
of the strikes, | think we have dealt with that al- 10
ready, the making available of funds to .. =~ For the main-

tenance of families.

To promgte selidarity and so forth., === During the
strike, ves.

Now, 2.8 is another strategy the Council and the

churches are called upon to contribute towards leadership

training of people engaged in trade union work. Could

you perhaps clarify this strategy? --=- M'Lord, | think
| have spoken or this a little bit, that werkers, if they
want tc organise, they would have to understand the 20

whole working of a cempany, the relations, how also to
approsch pecple, how to have discussions, in order to find
out what workers think, because very often you get - if
you do not have experience and get people to speak and
tg communicate with one another, this can be difficult,

and vou often ce: & person with initiative speaking alone,

and not particioation of all the people in such discus-
sions, and | trink that needs some training which you need
just as well with social workers, how to get pecple 0O
discuss with cre another the issues that are at 30
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stake.

Would this include the holding of seminars and work-
shops in which leadership is discussed and explained? =---
Leadership methods would be discussed, yes.

And the making available of bursaries for study in
the labour field, is that also something that would resort
under this heading? =--- That could be a possibility, to -
particularly for courses.

Now, we come again to strategy 2.9 as set out in

the resclution, namely organising workshops for 10
ministers on industrial relations. MNow, what is the minis-
ter sunposed te-contribute in this context? | mean, he

is not & trained man in that particular field? --- H'Lﬂrg,
first of 2all the minister has to do with a parish. | f

he speaks te his parishioners, we have the experience that
our sermons, the type which we preach, are very often deter-
mined by and influenced by & rural setting which is no
longer 2t stake. We have v~ry often pecple in suburban

areas preaching as if you have a rural community, and if

you have workers in your congregation, you must 20
take - first of all learn what their needs are, what their
experiences are, and | find that this is an aspect which

is very much missing in ministerial training. Alsec to

have = take up the issues where - how to - where husband
and wife work in industry, in different types of industry,

to markz emplovers aware of the needs of workers, alsoc how
to listen to them, because an employer would not always
have the confidence how to gain their confidence, how tg
get their co=-cperation, and how to have a good atmosphere
in mutual relationships, and then of course it 30
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would be very important for employers to seec how their
people live, what does it mean if a worker has to travel
30, 40 kilometres in order to get to work, and rise at
4 o'cliock in the morning. He only sees his employer when
he is in the factory. All these things have to be taken
into consideration. What is the situation of their migrant
worker, who is away from his family? What problems develop
with people in such situations?

It just struck me that it appears as if this par-
ticular trade union that you - on which you wrote 10
the notes LCUSA, the fﬁunci] of Unions of South Africa,
also seems to have this problem, a lack of lecal financial
support. Would this be due to the fact that it does not
have & great deal of grassroot support? =--- M'Lord, | would
not be able to commént on that, because | was sent to that
meeting on behalf of the General Secretary who could not
gd himself, and | simply attended and listened to what
was going on there. | do not know their internal problems
very well, but | do know that some trade union leaders -
some trade unions have great difficulties because 20
their leaders have been arrested, then they come out again,
and the organisation is disrupted, as a result of this
continuous insecurity, and they were very much concerned
to train workers or members of the trade unicons sc as to
establish that grassroot contact. | think they were very
much concerned about that, exactly for that purpose they
insisted on training.

Doctor, somewhere in yvour notes you listed a member-~-
ship figure for CUSA of 45 000, compared to 8L 000 for
FOSATU, | am just tryving to find this quickly, | f 30
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those figures are correct, that | have mentioned to you,
and the finmancial - local financial support that you have
mentioned in your notes, is only R4 500, then it does seem
to indicate that there seems to be a lack of grassroot
support, would it not? --- M'Lord, | think | would have
to need more accurate information. | do not even know
whether those figures are correct, because | was sitting
at the back and | made my notes, and in order to make a
statement on the position in that trade union, | am not
sufficiently acquainted with that trade union to be - 10
to say that. I know that the different trade unions try
to establish grassroot support, and it is very difficult
for them to organise, because in order to organise you
need to employ people, in order to employ people you need
money, and if they are in a stage of development, that
can take some time.

Well, | think we have seen that you are very meticu-

lous in al! your notes and all your documents and all your

comments. | take it we can accept you would not deliberately
misquote figures and so forth, or make an error in 20
that cennection? =-- | would not be able to say that, because
this was an item | reported to the General Secretary on
what | experienced, and | did not get papers there.

| have got the figures now. It is in a document

dated June 1982, talks on trade union unity, and on page
L, paragraph 3.1.2 you write:
“"The Council of Trade Unions of South Africa (CUSA)
did not participate. CUSA with a membership of
L5 000 against FOSATU's B4 000 were in the Transwvaal

Sclidarity Committee that was to host the meeting''. 30
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| am just showing that to you to identify it please? --
Yes, this was not worked out by myself. | asked somebody
to write a report on this, but this is correct, this is
a paper which was handed in to our Division.
Now, if you accept the figures as correct? -- Yes,
Does it then demonstrate a support or an absence
of grassroot support in financial terms? =--- M'Lord, |

would not make those conclusions merely from the numbers

and from the finances., If a trade union has stop order
facilities, it is far much easier for that trade 10
union to get the money. If it does not have those facili-

ties or does not get those facilities because they do not
want to register, then it is far more difficult to get

that money. But it does not necessarily indicate that

this union has grassToot support and the other one not,

It also depends on the type of people whom this trade union
tries to organise, whether they are poor people, whether
they are the - which types of workers they organise, and

I think there are a variety of factors which you have to
take into consideration before you make a judgment 20
whether they have grassroot support. You also would have
to take account of the length or the period, how long have
they been organising.

Perhaps we can agree on one point, that at the stage

when you made the notes, this organisation, was supported
to the tune of 95% plus by overseas funds? =-- Well, that
is what | understood from the statements.

Now, you also made some notes as a result of a talk
that was given on trade unions at Khotso House on 31 March
1982, during a meeting of the Justice and Reconciliation 30
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Committee. The gentleman who apparently addressed you
was Mr Steve Friedman? --- Yes,

And on page 3 of your notes under the heading '"Trade
Unions as a Factor of Social Change'", you have made the
following notes, this is paragraph 4. | am not going to
read the whole thing. | will show it to you in a second.

"Black trade unions (you say) have made great progress

during the past two years in organisation and in

the growth of their membership. MNewvertheless the

trade union movement is still weak if one con- 10

siders the whole of the labour force in South Africa.

It involves approximately 200 000 Black workers.

This figure represents approximately 5% of the work

forde. Though the influence of the trade union move-

ment has grown considerably during the past few years,
it is not yet in a position easily to make demands
which will be attended to by the employers. It is

not yet strong enough to have a great impact on poli-

tical issues'',
Now, | take it that this is what Mr Friedman said? 20
=== What | understood from his lecture.

And did you agree with these thoughts that he had
expressed, that the trade unions are not yet strong enough
for example to have a great impact on political issues?

Do you agree with that interpretation? -- M'Lord, we invited
Mr Friedman as a specialist on trade unions, and | am not

a specialist on trade unions, and this was exactly the
reason why we invited him, and that is his opinion.

Yes, now, does this sound acceptable to you, this

opinion, according to your experience? --- It is 30
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difficult to evaluate. | think the Government has introduced
certain changes, as a result of pressure on the part of

trade unions, thus they have achieved something. It depends
now what do you consider to be a big impact, but at least
some impact has been achieved.

The 200 000 workers constituting 5% of the work force,

is that in agreement with your information on labour activi-

ties? === M'Lord, | am not adequately informed about that.
| have not - | must say, | have not got the time or did
not have the time to make a specific and very detailed 10

study of trade unions, because my work stretches over a
wide area.

Now, your notes continue, and they compare the Poli.sh
situation with the 5Scuth African situation at the present
stage, and they say in Poland the trade unions comprise
approximately 10 million people. In spite of this numerical
strength the scolidarity movement did not succeed in pressing
through the changes that were demanded by the workers.

The power structures of the political system were too stronag.
Then it carries on and it says: 20
"One therefore has to raise the guestion whether
a movement of 200 000 workers in South Africa is
already strong encugh to push through the changes

that are demanded by the Black community. A fully-

fledged workers' system would eventually spill over

into a broader political movement. |In hoping and
working for such development one has to be aware

of the long battle for the future that lies ahead".

Do you recall this? =--- 1| recall having written something
yes. 30
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Now, how does Mr Friedman's view co-incide with yours?
Do vou also see the trade union movement as eventually
spilling over into a broader political movement? --- M'lLord,
| know of different views within the trade unions. First
of all certain trade unions or certain trade union people
think they should concentrate on the economic issues first,
and that on the long run will have political implications,
and they should not diffuse their energies on a wide spec-
trum of problems, and others want to take the whole situat-
ion, the work situation, their rights, residents' 10
rights and so on, from the outset, and that is at issue
between the trade unions, but | - sorry, | forgot the point
of the guestion.

The question was whether Mr Friedman's view as record-
ed here by you, that the workers' system would eventually
spill over into a broader political movement, whether that
accords with your understanding of what the development
is going to be? =-=- 0f course, M'Lord, if workers get more
experience in organising and if workers get more experience
in negotiating, this inevitably will have political 20
consequences. They will also then negotiate on a political
level. They would get more self-confidence, and it would
alsc get better relationships, because as soon as authorities
recognise that they have pecople with whom they can necgotiate,
or with whom - whom they have to respect as negotiators,
then there is the possibility of more peaceful change.

it will have political effects, and with regard to the

Poliskh situation, that compariscon, | do not think that
compariscn is completely valid, because as far as | have
read about the Polish movement, the lack - there is 30
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a lack of organisation, because that movement is - there
is a lot of national feeling also involved in that movement,
and sometimes they have neglected organisation matters.

From the notes that were prepared for you on the
gquestion of trade union unity, this is a document we have
referred to earlier dated June 1982, it is suggested here
that FOSATU's standpoint is this, that that trade union
sees its task as follows, and | quote:

'"We need have no fear of critics. Our task will

contribute to the wider liberation struggle 10
and will also ensure that the worker majority is
able to protect and further its interests. Ours

is fundamentally a political task, and those who
ask of workers their political suppeort without al-
lowing them the right to build their own organisation
must answer for their real motives',
Are you aware that there are different views within the
trade unions with regard to their roles in the community?
=== Yes, | am aware of that.
And this is one of the views that exists? --- 20
Yes, there are others too.
Are others less politically orientated than this
view that was expressed by FOSATU? --- Or more politically.
Both sides. Now, in the Asingeni Report No 25, dated
August 1982, under the heading '"Labour Unrest', we find
the statement that the trade union movement is the cutting
edge of the iberation struggle for a more just and demo-
cratic, non-rzcial South Africa. Now, that is a report,
as we know, that was issued at regular = reasonably regular
intervals by the General Secretary of the 5South 30
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African Council of Churches. Do you agree with that view
that is expressed there? --- | would say that the trade
~union movement is a very important element in the liberation
struggle for a more just and democratic, non-racial -
| have no objections against this statement.

Would it be correct to suggest to you that the Council
of Churches' interest in the labour movements is an interest
that arcse as a result of the realisation that within

its own structures it does not enjoy sufficient support

te support it in its attempt to achieve fundamental 10
change in this country? =--- M'Lord, | find the question
as it is formulated a bit difficult. | understand that

the gquestion would like tc indicate the possibility that
the Council because it does not have sufficient grassroot
support, diverts = attends to another organisation which
appears to have grassroot support, in order to support

its aim of liberation, and | do not think one can argue
like that, because what does it mean, the Council has grass-
root support or has no grassroot support. The Council
consists of member bodies, and in these member bodies 20
vou have very often the same question, does the church
leadership of an individual member body have the support

of its constituency, and that comes out at their National
Conferences or National Assemblies or National Synods,

but the Council can = the constituency of the Council first
of all are the member bodies, and thus | cannot see how

the Council should turn now to the trade unions, because
the Council is not directly engaged in this movement. It

is only concerned that people at the grassroot level get
their cpportunity to voice their feelings, to share 30
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in decision-making with those who are in power, and the
Council is not doing this for them, but it appeals to all
participating groups in society that this be achieved.
| do not think that - | do not see quite how that has to
do with grassroot support.
Is this question of support for the .. (INTERVENTION)

MR KENTRIDGE: If | can just interrupt My Learned Friend

before he goes onto the next guestion. M'Lord, in his

last question My Learned Friend did what he has done a
number of times in the course of this cross-examination. 10
He made a certain suggestion to the witness. M'Lord, this
is something which we have found very puzzling through

the whole of this cross-examination. When one puts a sug-
gestion to a witness, one normally does it on behalf of
someone or in support of a case. | would like to know

on whose behalf that suggestion is made. Who is putting

up that case? One does not just ask = it is not just asking
questions for elucidation. My Learned Friend is putting
specific propositions, and it would help us in deciding
whether we have got to re-examine or lead further 20
evidence, if he would be good enough to tell us on whose
behalf he is putting these propositions.

CHAIRMAN: Well, it is perfectly plain that Mr Von Lieres

is not appearing on behalf of anybody. He is here to as-
sist the Commission in interrogating witnesses,

MR KENTRIDGE: But in that case, M'Lord, | do not know

how he canm put a suggestion, put a proposition. He must
do it on instructions. If it is just a matter of elucidat-~-
ing things, he can just as well put propositions on our

side. It sounds to us as though the case he is 30
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putting is the case to be found in the Security Police
memorandum, and if that is so, we would like to have that

clearly stated by Mr Von Lieres.

CHAIRMAN: Well, it certainly is - it is a suggestion

which was made in the Police memorandum. It is a thing
that the Commission has to investigate, and the way of
investigating it is to ask gquestions of a person who was

responsible or in part responsible for the formulation

of ..
MR KENTRIDGE: But then you do not put propositions, 10
M'Lord, it 15 very surprising if all My Learned Friend

is doing is helping the Commission, that he did not put
propesitions to General Coetzee, that report called out

for elucidation. | have only looked at the record. |

saw no single question by My Learned Friend which in any
way sought to elucidate what General Coetzee said, or in
any way challenged it, or put contrary propositions. The
trouble we have, as we have understood, that Mr Von Lieres
was assisting Your Lordship and the members of your Com-
missicn, and presumably he would only be asking these 20
questicns and be putting these propositions because that

is what Your Lordship and the members of the Commission
want him to deo, and we find this an extremely strange situat-
ion, and | am asking Your Lordship's guidance, because
quite “ranklv we do not know how to deal with it. Whom

are we cealing with? Who is putting this proposition?

Must we answer it? Does it mean, M'Lord, that this is

a suggestion which is going through the Commission's mind?
ls My Learned Friend acting on instructions?

CHAEIRMAN: This is not = let us just get back to 30
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put in a way in which counsel puts a question when he is

appearing for party, and he is saying, | am putting to
you that ..
MR KENTRIDGE: That is just what My Learned Eriend was

doing, M'Lord.

CHA IRMAN : No, | do not - well ..

MR KENTRIDGE: He said, he made the suggestion, he said ..
CHAIRMAN: If | understand - let us - if | understand

the question correctly, it was formulated on this 10
basis: would it be correct that the reason why this was

done, the interest was shown Iin the labour movement, becsuse

there was inadequate grassroot support. This as | interpret
the question, is a far cry from the sort of question which
you have in a civil action where one party says, | put

it to you and my witness will say so and so.

MR KENTRIDGE: If we have it played back, M'Lord, we

will find that the way the witness - the guestion was put,
was that My Learned Friend said that he put - he made the
suggestion, he suggested to the witness that the 20
reason for the SACC's support of the lazbour movement was
that the SACC itself did not have the grassroct support.

CHAIRMAN : Well, | think the way of dealing with that

would be to require Mr Von Lieres to put the gquestion not

on the basis of it being put as a proposition.

MR KENTRIDGE : | do not require him to do anvthing at
all. Il am not making any objection to his question. I
would just like to know what the object of all this is,

whom he i¢ putting these guestions on behalf,

CHAIRMAN: He is getting information which will 30
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be of assistance to the Commission in finding the facts.

That is all.

MR KENTRIDGE: Well, M'Lord, then you have the situation,

it could go on forever. My Learned Friend quotes something
said by someone else and ask the witness whether he aqrees,

CHAIRMAN : Well, that may affect the value of it, but

let us just get to the question. Mr Von Lieres?

MR VON LIERES: Mr Chairman, may | be permitted to make
some observations? In leading this witness My Learned
Friend has not attempted to assist the Commission 10

one iota. The witness' submission to Your Lordship and

the Gentlemen Commissioners concerned what the police had
to say, and why the police were right or wrong in saying
what they had to say, and there was - no attempt was made
to lead the witness to assist the Commission in understand=-
ing what the nature of the task and activities of the Divis~-
ion of Justice and Reconciliation is within the set=-up

of the Socuth African Council of Churches. |l did that,
because it is obviously of importance to the Commission

to know what the functions of the Division of Justice 20
and Reconciliation are, and its activities or programmes
are. Now, in this particular process, M'lord, it is in-
escapable that one has noticed certain parallels between
the external finmancial support that the Council gets, and
external financial support that certain trade unions get

as appears from the notes in the CLouncil's own documentat-
ion, and the question to me was an obvious gquestion, and

| think | was entitled to put it in view of the fact that
no attempt whatsoever was made by My Learned Friend to

assist Your Lordship and the Gentlemen to try and 30
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understand exactly what is the scope of the work that is
accomplished in the Cluster Justice and Reconciliation.

MR KENTRIDGE: M'Lord, all that is in the documents before

Your Lordship, the very document that My Learned Friend

is reading out; what My Learned Friend is trying to do

is to put a particular interpretation. Of course he is
entitled to it, M'Lord. | make no objection at all. He
can ask any gquestions he likes. | was just asking him

to elucidate on whose behalf he was putting these proposit-
ions, why he believes that certain things are the 10
case. |t must be on instructions. He is not, | assume, put-
ting his own views. Perish the thought.

CHAIRMAN: Mr Von Lieres, | think that in order to have

clarity about a2all this, do you mind rephrasing the question
that you wanted the witness to answer?

MR VON LIERES: Well, M'Lord, you will recall that in

starting the guestioning of the witness, we indicated his
initial understanding of the position of the Council vis-
a=vis the member churches and the grassroot support, as
appeared from various documents in 1976, and on 20
subsequent days. Now, | am asking this witness whether,

if | can put it to the witness in a different way, then

Il will ask him whether in order to achieve the intentions,
Dr Kistner of the South African Council of Churches, to
have fundamental change in this country, he ..

CHA I RMAN : Yes, may | interrupt? | think it would be -

Mr Kentridge's concern about how he has to deal with this
in the re-examination of the witness. Let me make it per-
fectly plain that the Commission, certainly I, am interested
in the intention of the SACC in revealing an interest 30
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in the labour movement. So that is the general ..

MR KENTRIDGE : Exactly, that is why Dr Kistner dealt

with it in his evidence=-in=-chief.

CHAIRMAN: Yes, and it is in relation to - that seems

to be part of the guestion. | had started noting it before
you intervened. The guestion is related to the SACC's
interest in the labour movement, and why it arose, and
it is that question which the witness was, | think, reguired
to answer, but let us have it reformulated, and let me
indicate too that | am certainly interested in the 10

answer to that guestion.

MR VWOMN LIERES: . Well, Deoctor, is your interest in the
labour movement - what is your interest in the labour move-
ment? =-=-=- M'Lord, | have pointed out that the church and
the Council of Churches has to have a concern that workers

and the experiences of workers are taken note of, by indus-
try, by management, and alsoc by the people in political
authority, and very often workers do not have the possibili-
tyv of expressing their eopinions, They must have represen-
tatives, and we are - the Council of Churches has 20
also an interest that the economic situation in management
and trade unions, neqotiate with one another, and proper
neqotiations presuppose that you negotiate on a certain
level, that not the one group is completely dependent on
the other, because then it will not have an opportunity

tc express its views., |t must have some way of meeting

management on an equal level and to participate in decision-

making, and | think that is a valid point, because the
church and the Council of Churches, by virtue of its mes=
sage, has to see that human beings are being 30
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treated as human beings, that every person is being heard,
that every person is a person with human dignity, and these
are structures which are necessary simply to ensure peace-
ful negotiation about their mutual relationship and about
just - or the best possible structures in the economy ,
and also in society in general.

CHAIRMAN : Well, could you explain to me the meaning

of the phrase employed in Asingeni Report No 25, which

if | remember rightly, is more or less to this effect,

that the labour movement is at the cutting edge of 10
the liberatory strugale? | am speaking from memory now.
Is that what was "said? --- Yes, the term 'cutting edge’,

I think it means - is an important element. | suppose

this is what the term which ..

What is the liberatory struggle? ls it the liberatory

L

struggle generally for the oppressed against the oppressors
or what is the labour struggle that the person who phrased
those words had in mind? That is not wording, but vyou
have ascribed to it? --- H'Lnrﬁ‘ | understand the liberat-
ion struggle as a struoggle for the liberation of 20
all people in South Africa, because there ecan be no free-
dem in this country if White and Black people do not accept
one another.

Now, what role in that general struggle will the
trade unions or the support for Black trade unionists plav
if they are financed by the SACC? --- The SACC as far as
| am informed, has supported trade unions mainly in the
case, the families of strikers, | deo not think they took
a decision on the general support of trade unions, and -

but | think that question would have to be ou: to 10

-
E
i}
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the General Secretary who is in charge of the Asingeni
Report. But | see a possibility = the need of support

to the trade unions so that they can organise, but if that
has happened, it is not the task of the SACC simply to

be - well, to sponsor the trade unions, “ecause, they héve
to put their pecint on their own, but in helping them to
organise particularly in the initial stage. and get the

necessary training, the support of the SACC may be reces-

sary.

This phrase which | have referred to, that is 10
not one of your creations, it was, | think, you said, made
by the General Secretary? --- This report is from the General

Secretary.
Well, perhaps that is a question which had more ap-

propriately to be put to him, so that he can explain it.

MFE VON LIERES: DPoctor, further in relation to the labour

movement, and the position of the worker in this country,

the Division of Justice and Reconciliation had - did some
study on the Wiehahn and the Riekert Commissions? s
that correct? =-=-- M'Lord, | myself did not make a 20 .
study, but there may be - in the minutes there may be traces
of pesople who did. | do not know exactly to which point
it refers, ! have scme general knowledge, but exact
knowledge - study | did not make.

Now, let me just find that - in your report, the

minutes of Justice and Reconciliation, August 21, 22, 187%,
on page 12, we find the first reference to the Wiehahn
Lommission report, and it is noted here that the Justice
and Reconciliation Committee decided that The Reverend

Buti Thiagale should be asked tec work ocut from a ' 30

more /., ..
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more contextual understanding of the Bible to logical guide-
lines for respensible participation of churches, on shaping
working conditions and labour and management relations,
and in the next minute of Justice and Reconciliation, April
15 to 16, 1980, is minuted on page 2 that The Reverend
Thlagale reported on the work which he had done in that
connection. Now, perhaps if | show you this particular
report, you may recollect it? -- Yes, M'Lord, this is a
paper worked out by Reverend Buti Thlagaie on this type
of = on this legislaticon. 10

Now, that repﬂrf finds, in paragraph 10.3, 10.2 and
what follows, that - or shall | say, suggests that both
the Wiehahn and the Riekert Commission reports are really
aimed at dividing the Black working classes into a middle
class or a privileded class and a non-privileged class?
=== Yes,

And that this Black middle class or privileged class
would then be incorporated into the existing system, and
would act as a buffer in respect of these whe come from
rural areas to urban areas? --- Yes, 20.

Now, what is the Division of Justice and Reconciliation's
attitude towards these reports? Are they accepted or are
they rejected? -- M'Lord, | do not think this report has
been discussed. |t has been attached to the study material.
| do not think there was - there has been - it has been
discussed in any detail, and | do not know whether it has
been acceprted, but the view which is expressed here by
Reverend Buti Thlagale, is the view which many people in
the Council of Churches have, and that is a facrt.

If that view were correct, what effect would 30
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this creation of the Black middle class have on the Council's
ai.is and objectives if any, in respect of the achievement
of fundamental change? Would that be advantageous or
supportative of, or would it hinder the achievement of
fundamental change or what would you say is the position,
if that perception is correct? --- Well, on the whole the
supposition is here that by getting a middle class, you
buy off the pecple of this middle class so as to get satis-
fied, but from experiences inother countries one knows
that this has not worked on the whaole, on the long 10
run, at ieast not with the children of these people. But
| ¢do not know what the effect would be on the Council of
Churches con the long run, because vyou can use the term

"middle class in very many ways. After all, many of us
are micddle class peocple, and there are also Black people

speaking for liberation, who are also middle class people,

Liw

but you could not say that thev are people who are also
prepared to bring sacrifices. Thus | find it a bit too
general & statement to say this middle class would be brought
off. You would have some people who might be satis- 20
fied with better economic conditions, but with others it
would be different,.

Woulid it have any influence on the strive for unity

hat the SACL supports? This developing middle class,

¥
futs

that these conditions may creste? =-=-=- It could lead to
a neglect of the - certain peonle, a neglect of the situat-

ion of the oeople in rural areas, in the churches, and

| notice that many peopie including ourselves, are not
aware of the suffering of peopie in rural areas. 1f vou
are in that situation, it can nave the effect, but 30
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others would have an eye for that situation, and would
speak out openly. | do not think that you can so generally
speak about a middle class. VYou always get certain pecple

in a middle class who are concerned about people who are

suffering and very often give them also certain leadership.
Doctor, if we then turn to the sketch, the next pro-

gramme on the sketch relates to international affairs.

Now, | think to a certain extent the overseas iinks and

the overseas portion of disinvestment which you find on

the sketch, are part and parcel of intermational 10
affairs. Could we grouz them there? --- Yes,
Mow, in your .. == M'Lerd, | would

Yes? -=-- You could do that.

In your 197% report to the National Conference, you
have submitted four proposals for consideration to the
NMaticna! Conference, and the second proposal which | am
concernec with at this stage is that the Division should
have the task to maintain contact with the work undertaken
by overseas partner churches and ecumenical institutions
in the area of Justice and Reconciliation, and to feed 20
into the 1ife of these churches and institutions the ex-
merience gained in the South African situation, lt should
also have the task of feeding back intec the life of the
¢ Touncil of Churches the response of overseas churches

:=rouch the South African issue and to the involvement

nf the cryurches in South Africe in the South African issue.

Mav | ‘ust show you that for identification purposes’? s
+hat ccrrect? --- Which is the paragraph?

Farazcrap~ 27 === M'Lpgrd, ! am saying here that the
~ityvisicn Ras the task toc report about eur issues into - 30
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in overseas organisations dealing with Justice and Reccnciliatig
issues and see how they relate to that work that happens

there., You have for instance with regard to labour, you

have a lot of work being done by various church institutions

in partner churches, with regard to the peace issue, with

regard to non-violent action, and very often you get a

different approach and different experiences, and to relate

to - to report about that into our member churches and

to report about our experiences tc them, so that we can

have an exchange of view and exchange of material. 10
Alsas if one goes overseas and listens to conferences, |
felt it to be an’obligation to repcrt accurately about

what haprened at those conferences., which were the forces,
which were the circumstances, and exactly the same about
South Africa here. This is the reason why some of these
minutes are very extensive, why you do not only present
resclutions but describe the whole setting, what happened
gt this time, which different groups and views were at

a conference, and in exchanging this information you par-
ticipate in the experiences and concerns of other 20
churches and make them participate in our concerns.

THE COMMISSION 1S ADJOURNED

ON RESUMPTION:
WOLFREM ¥ ISTNER, still under oath:
ME VON LIERES: Poctor, | referred vou to the four re-

cemmendations you submitted to the Yztionz)l Conference,

ri

and we specifically focused on the seceoend one, which re-

lates 1o your centacts - the [Divisicrn'es contacts with the
work of overseas partner churches. =-=- Yeos,
Now, those recommendations “cr future 30
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activities of the Division of Justice and Reconciliation,

they were accepted by the National Conference as part of

resclution no 15, is that correct? Could | show you resolut-
ien 157 --- That is right.

Now, | think the Commission is aware of the fact
that there must be - and there is contact between the Council
and donor partners from overseas; that has emerged from
the financial report by the auditors. It was also reflect-
ed in the financial report as well as by Bishop Tutu. So
we can leave that aside for the moment, Now, could 10

you give the Commission a brief overview of the nature

of Justice and Reconciliation links and contacts with over-
seas church agencies? --- Yes, M'lord, in - usually when
| go overseas | report at different places about the work

which we are decing, "report to churches in Germany, and

| alsc show them the work whick we are doing in our Division,
| report - have reports sent occasionally also to Britain,

to quite a number of church orcanisations and churches,
partner churches, and particularly to those who have an
interest also in Justice and Reconciliation, we send 20

reports to those churches which support this Division,

in Germany | have special contacts with the Lutheran Churches
also, with the EKD. I have been in the German Democratic
Republic. | have attended - | am 2 member of a study com-

missien of the Lutheran World Federation, and on 21l these
cccasions one reports about the work which we are doinag

and ets material on the work whkich thev are doing, arnrd
g L -

usually | write an extensive recort on such visits.
Mow, yvour links with the Lutheran coalition on South
Africa, could vou tell us something about that 30
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please? --- The Lutheran coalition in the United States
on Socuth Africa, that is a group which is particularly
interested in the 5outh African issue, and they have asked
for material on our work, which | sent them. It is active
in the Lutheran Churches in the United States.

is this a@a majority or a minority group in the Lutheran
Churcnes in the United States? --- Well, they have had
influence on the Synods, the various Synods in the Lutheran
Churches in the United States,

Anc what is Lheir particular fieid of interest? 10

--- 1t Is raising the South African issue, relating it

te the American scene, to their - also to their racial
prcblen in the United States, and considering what the
responsibility of the Lutheran Churches in the United States

is in this regard.

Where do they stand on the investment or disinvest-
ment issue? --- They have taken the stand that the churches
in the United 5States shoud divest from organisations which
have shares in South Africa, South African firms.

le that the official position of the American 20
Luthemn Church or the Lutheran Church of America? =--- Well,
there are a number of Lutheran Churches in the United States.
i think the American Lutheran Church, she has taken & Synod
decicsion on this, and as far as | am informed, alsc the

Lutkherazn Church in America. Those are two different church

sow, one of the gentlemen in the Lutheran coalition

is 2 Beverend Joe Barndts=-- Yes,
fnd anciher ocne is a Reverend Siefkes? == Yes.
O yvou keep up quite a lively contact with 20

them/...
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them? === | would not say quite a lively one. | have been
there on one occasion, in the United States, but | have
not much correspondence with them.

Doctor, the reports that you send overseas, for example
to Pastor Barndt, are they sent by ordinary mail or by a
visitor or how do they get it?7 =--- | wuse both ways.

Do you use both ways? =-=- Yes,

| just neoticed in a letter that he wrote to you,
dated 3 November 1879, he says:

"It was delightful to receive your hand- 10
i

delivered letter and packet of information. Likewise

| do not even know whether vyou received the last

package which | sent to you via Geneva'.
-== Yes.
It is the introductory paragraph. -- Yes, as far
as | remember, there was a visitor, this was in 197%, from

the United States, who travelled via Geneva back to the
United States. | cannot remember the details.

OJoctor, the Lutheran coalition on Socuthern Africa
is alse - in its papers as they were found in vyour 20
files, they are also concerned that the American churches
recognise the confessional status in respect of South Africa?
-== Ygcg,

Were you asked to comment on this particular posit-
ion? =-=-- Well, | was not there when they did that - when
they took up this issue, but this was - this emerged from
the decisien of the Lutheran World Federation Assembly
in 1977, where the White churches in South Africa were
asked to consider their position, and later the guestion

arose, what 15 the position of the member cturches 30
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of the Lutheran World Federation with regard to the South
African icsue.

According to this document that was in your file,
samn the Lutheran Coalition - | will show it to you now -
they had basically three goals. The first one was to work
for the disinvestment of the Lutheran Churches in the United
States from corporations involved in South Africa; the
second one, to work for intensified participation by
Lutheran Churches in the ecumenical withdrawal campaign
from banks which loaned to the South African Govern- 10
ment, or tc corporations invelved in South Africa, and
the third goal was tec work for the requnitiun by the Luthe-
murches in the United States that the situation in
Southern Africa would constitute 2 status confessionis.
| will just show you the document. === Yes.

Now, in respect of these goals that this coalition
had, did you supply them with relevant materials? --- |
simplv sunplied them with materials, exactly the same which
vou have found, minutes of what we are doing in South Africa.

in one of their further documents to describe 20
the status confessionis, they say that the Lutheran Worlid
Federztion appealed to Southern African churches to do
't themselwves, that is to declare a status, and the reason
rhev mace that appeal was because the South African and
Namibian delegation to that Assembly requested that they
do sc:; oage 2, the secondmliumn, at the top. --- Yes.

Noew, did you attend the All African Louncil of Churches'
meetinn in 1877, at Dar-es-Salaam? --- M'Lord, | suppose
the guestion refers to the Lutheran World Federation Assem-
Bly. 30
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Excuse me? The Lutheran World fFederation? --- No,
| was not present at that Assembly. | only read about
it.

Was there a delegation from the South African Council
of Churches? =-=-- There were from the South African Lutheran
Churches, there were people. | do not think from the
SACC, but the Lutheran Churches in South Africa.

That statement that the confessional status was dis-
cussed at the request of the South African delegation,
do you - have you done any reading on that? |Is that 10
correct? --- | have done reading on the discussion at the
Assempblv on this -matrer of status CGHFFSETGH]E.

And is that a correct statement that they have there,
that the Socuth Africans reguested the Lutherzsn World Fede-
ration to appeal to South African churches to declare such
a status? === | did not find that in the report, but what
| know is that the - there was a document which played
an important role in the status confessionis decision of
the Lutheran World Federation, that was - is called the
Swakopmund appezl. ft is = and that was accepted 20
by the church leaders of the Lutheran World Federation.

Did the South African Council of Churches have anvy-
thing fc cdo with that? === No, that was a Lutheran matter.

soctor, in 1877 you glso attended the EKD's consul:iat-
ion a2t Kinigstein on the guestion of investment in South

Africe? You were part of the delegation? --- | was part

Who made up the delegsticn apart from yourself? ---
Mr Rees was there, the then leneral Secretary of the 5ACC,
| remember that = if | remember correctly, Mrs 5ally 30
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Motlana was there, but | suppose there was ..
Mr Roelofse? === No, | do not think he was there.
Well, we have got the minutes of that, Now, after

this consultation, after the Kdnigstein consultation, did
you meet up with the Reverend Barndt in Germany? --- | met
him yes, in Germany.

Were you involved in a consultation then, on the
question of discovering ministries, from 2 to 4 November
18777 === In Germany?

Yes? =-=-- A consulzation of = | do not remember 10
that.

| see. Well, let me just show you this document of
the American Lutheran Church, it is dated 14 November:

it is a memgrandum addressed amongst others to you? ---

Yes, this refers to a visit - | thirk it was in that year,
if | remember correctly, | extended mv visit from Germany
to go there, it may have been on this occasion, to the

United States.
Was that in the United States? =--- Yes,
Not in Germany? --- Not in Germany, no. 20
What was the purpose of that meeting? --- | was in-
vited by the American Lutheran Church, here, Reverend Siefkés.
te the United States, that church.
What was the teopic discussed and howws it relevant
to the Scouth African founcil of Churches? --- They acked
me tec report on the 3South African situation, and te visit
the Lutheran Churches.
Now. | would just like toc get some clarity - | deo
rot uncerstand the pesition, exactly, but in a letter daced

21 February that you wrote to The Reverend Joe Barndt 30
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the second-last paragraph, you say to him, you will find
also enclosed a report on the visit to Germany; for certain
reasons | did not mention your name in the report., --
| do not remember the exact reason, but | could imagine
what the reason could have been, because | do not remember
all the circumstances, but | think that mentioning, since
I know that this - that Reverend Joe Barndt was active in
the - this Lutheran coalition, that mentioning of his re-
port might have an influence in case he wants to visit
South Africa, applying for a visa and such things. 10

Why would the fact that he is member of the Lutheran
Coalition had ar effect on - if he were to apply for a
visa to visit South Africa? --- Well, | suppose that is
the case, because if that Lutheran Coalition in which he
was involved, concentrates very much on the South African
issue, that might raise suspicions.

Gut he was here in 18777 =--- | think that was before,
it must have been befcre.

I wish to show you & letter now that you wrote to
Pastor Barndtdated 28 July 1978 from Hermannsburag, 20

Germany., =--- Yes.

Now, this letter concerns & document "Time to Resist"

and your comment on that document. --- Yes,
Unfortunatelv | did not find the article itself in
the files that were made available teo the Commission. Are

you perhaps still in possessior of a copy of that particular
document, "Time teo Resist"? =--- | waould have to check that.
And could it then te made available please? == |
think so, if 1| had it, ves.
New, let us - it appears that this article 30
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relates to the Socuth African situation, from your response
to the article? =-=- Yes,

Does it? =-=-- Well, | remember that we had discussions
on the interpretation of certain sections of the letter
to the Ephesians, and that was in Hermannsburg. There
was a group of people where we considered the letter to
the tphesians, and | suppose that his report - | can only
say this from memory = will have been a report on his visit
to South Africa.

Can we just establish that | am not putting 10

anything incorrectly to you, the title of this report was

i =13

'Time to Resist === | %now that he wrote a report "Time
to Resist'" and | think the contents could have been his
visit to South Africa.

Now, if we look at page 2 where you discuss the re-
port, you start off with his introductory chapter, page
i, you discuss violation of human rights, page 4, you dis-
cuss the section in his document "The worsening situation

ce'', then aiso on that same page, you comment

cn his chapter, "The worsening international response''. 20

And on reflecticns on resistence, right at the bot-
page 47 --- Yes,

, you dezl with the task of resistance

L

And on page
and the guestion of violence, which appears to have been
a chapter of that report, as well as a sixth chapter,

"Resistance and the Theology of Mission'" on which you com-

men:?! --- Yes,
Now, the letter seems to have had more than five
pages, but these were all that was in the file, 30

Could/...
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Could | ask you please, in this connection, on page 5 para-
graph 6, here you make a suagestion to the Pastor Barndt
that paragraph 2 of that section of his report, in that
paragraph you suggest that the efforts by conservative
German bishops to oppose the work of liberating theologians
should be illustrated. How is this relevant to the docu-
ment? =--- M'Lord, | think | would have to check the context.

| suppose these were comments on his report.

Yes. --- And as far as | remember, there was at that
time in Germany a discussicn on liberatien theology, 10
and if | am - remember correctly, these were Roman Catholic

bishops, trying  to evaluate the liberation theclogy in

the = in Latin Americz and the main theologians, and |

W

=

suggest here that for the sake of comprehensiveness, that
he refers and gives these as appendices.

Would this part then have no effect on the South
African situation? =--- Well, of course it would have to
deal with the whele theological issue of resistance, and
if here resistance is being discussed alsc in regard to
the South African situation, it would have - it would 20
be a discussion of the question of resistance in - well,
in a comprehensive way, in South Africa or wherever it
would be.,

0n the previcus page, page b, paragraph 3, you re-
spond to the content of Pastor Barndt's chaprer "The Wor-
sening internaticnal Respecnse', and you sav that you suqg-
gest that the controversies taking place within the EKD
and its member churches chould be reflected in the state-
ment. --=- Yes,.

Mow, in what way insefar as this article is 30
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related to Socuth Africa, were the controversies that were
taking place within the EKD and its member churches relevant
tec the South African situation? =-- Well, I think it is
said here that the whole question of investments in those
churches was an issue and that one should describe that
issue. It says that in this paragraph.

And what was the situation within the EKD on this
investment issue at that stage? --- M'Lord, that came out
at the Kénigstein Consultation, where there were quite
a let of different opinions, people asking questions, 10
about the whole foreign investment issue. The one group
was in favour of what vou could describe as the construct-
ive engagement theory, if you are involved in the economy,
that liberalises the whole country, and there were others
who had the opposite opinion.

| see., In this same paragraph 3 on the EKD gquestion
and internal controversy, vou say:

"Since the real power in the EKD still rests with

the member churches, the latter should alco be ment-

icned'. 20
You say, perhaps one could say:

“Influential circles and decision-making bodies with-

in the EMD and its member churches have undertaken

effarte to cppose and counter-act groups and individuals
within the churches demanding a clearer and more
resolute stand on foreign investment issues'.

--- M'Lord, that has been the situation, that there was

at that time quite a lot of discussion among the - in the

different churches, ard certain agroups pressing for taking

s stand on the foreign investment issue, and for 30
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understandable reasons the people in key positions in the
church who had to take decisions, hesitating because of
the fears that they had, how would that be understood in
our churches. They also depend on the financial support
of the church members and of people involved in industry,
and that that was the situation at that time.

That was 19787 --- | suppese it was = according to

the letter, vyes.

The date of the letter was 1978, July. --- Yes,

hNow, the = what did this article recommend, 1C
the article by Pastor Barndt? What was the message sent
across? =--- Does -the guestion concern this report?

Yes, what was the gist or the thrust of Pastor Eamq:'s
article "Time to Resist'"?7 =--=- Well, | would say as the
title indicates, it 15 time to resist injustice.

And that existed in South Africal? --- It referred
to South Africa. | do not know whether it referred to
situations in the United States too,. | do not remember
that.

Well, | de not think it is necessary to ask you 20
any further questions, because | think one will have to
have a loock at the article itself. --- Yes.

Were you asked to collaborate or co-operate on this
article? --- 1 have always taken the stand that people
overseas must take their own decisions, What | can do
is only to give them reports about what we are doing, be-
cause we have made the experience that very often people
want toc take = us decisions for them, and | was of the
opinion that they will have to take decisions on their
own responsibility. 30
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The same Pastor Barndt of the Lutheran World Coalitian

also produced a report which was entitled "The Scuthern
Africa Study PPoject". Do you recall that? Unfortunately

' only have sections D and E of that particular report,

in front of me. | do not have sections A, B or €. =-=-=-
M'Lord, | would have to check this, if | still have the
material, but | suppose that these could be the last parts,

resulting from this overall report and the whole report

could have the title "Time to Resist', and these would
be parts which he worked out at a later stage. A, B 10
and L could be - ! suﬁpnse that could be the heading, for

the whole paper:
| do not think so, because | have a summary here
of the whole repaort. It is not the same thing. But on
21 February 1978, you acknowledged receipt of the expanded

twoe sections D and E of the summary report of your study

tour to South Africa. Would you just confirm that? That
is the first paragraph. ==-- | do not see why it contradicts
what | have said just now.

Because there are three further pages in your 20

documentation which sets cut the scope of the whole report.
== ¥Yes., M'Lord, | would have to check that. | could not
say anything.

| know thece are only csections D and E and section
0 dezls with overseas strategies that the American churches

cou'ld consider, and section E dezls with the effect such

i
i
-
[aF}
—
L

cies could have on the American situation; E, the

effect of the South African struggle on the United States.
Now, may | ask vou, in what sense was the view of Pastor
Barndt concerning strategies or participation in 30
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the liberation struggle of people of South Africa by inter-
national church agencies, relevant to the South African
Council of Churches and its function? --- M'Lord, | do

not remember whether he visited the SACC in an official

capacity. He made - he called there, he came as a visitor,
but you are - | suppose you would be aware - M'lord would
be aware that the SACC has alsoc - or certain groups in

the SACC and representatives of the SACC have taken the
view that disinvestment or a stop to further investment
could be a non-violent strategy for change in the 10
South African situation, This was not a general view of
the SACC, but in that respect there would be a certain
similar outlook. There was no direct link between what
Reverend Joe Barndt proposed and the SACC as such.

But there was~a direct link between what he proposed
and the study document issued by Mr Sjollemma of the World
Council of Churhes in December 1977 under the title "South
Africa's Hope: What Price now"? === | think so, yes.

Do yeoeu recall, you commented on this particular ar-
ticle in a report to the General Secretary? --- That 20 .
ie right,.

And you suggested that the WCC offers a solutien
of violence at too early a stage? -=- Yes.

First non-violent methods should be tried? --- Yes,
and he was infiluenced by that and he was influenced by
the Lutheran World Assembly resclution,

Now, let us just see how this influence was. This
discussion document "South Africa's Hope: What Price now',
suggests that there are three effective ways in which pecple
outside Socuth Africa who wish to see apartheid 30
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ended, there are three effective ways in which they can
act, and it says:
"They have a choice between doing nothing and doing
something. If they choose to do nothing, they will
be endorsing a heresy of those South African churches
and Christians who claim that apartheid is compatible
with the Gospel. They will also be endorsing the
preference of most of the industrialised nations
of the West for profits rather than justice. By

their inaction they will be obstructing the 10

just struggle of the oppressed'.

That is if thev do nothing. That is what the study paper
suggests Do you recall that? --- Yes,.

Mow 1t says:

“|f they do something, they will find their choice
more limited. So there are three effective ways

in which they can act:

- by providing all possible support for those forced
o become refugees. (This includes the provision

of training facilities) 20
- by building support fer all those whe are working
incide South Africa for liberation:

- by working wherever appropriate to end all foreign
support for South Africa, for a complete halt to

211 econeomic, military, diplomatic, cultural and

These were the three tuggestions the World Council's study
docu~ent offered to those outside South Africa who choose
to do something in connection with the situation in Scuth
Africz. the liberztion struggoie. --- Yes. 20

is/...
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ls that correct? === Well, | do not remember the
details, but | would - | believe that that is the case.
Can | show you the document? =--- It is the paper

of the WCC, M'Lord.

And were those three actions listed as | have said?
=== Yes,

Mow, the strategies that The Reverend Barndt suggest-

ed, would you say they are influenced by that document

of the Worl!d Council's, or are they more or less similar?
--- | think | have seen that he refers to this docu- 10
ment. | certainly would think they would be influenced,

but it does not .say that they would co-incide. | would

have to check the document for that.

The Reverend Barndt . basically divides the strategy
that overseas church agencies or international church agen-
cies could apply to South Africa, into three categories.
-== Yes.

The first category concerns suppert for activities
within South Africa? =-=-=- Yes.

And here he savs, the South African Council of 20
Churches has taker on a dramatic new importance, and he
suggests that - this is on page 6, he suggests that the
South African Council of Churches will more than likely
hecame one of the most important arms of resistance in
South Africa. Then he suggests that overseas churches
should develop ways, including international pressure,
to make it as difficult as possible for the welfare, social
welfare legislation to be passed inside South Africa, De-
cause that would hamper the churches, and he suggests that
the overseas strategy of providing funds and other 30

resources./. ..
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resources for legal aid is guite effective, and the third
suggestion for activities inside South Africa would he

the conscientisation of the Whites in the area of White
liberation. Would that be a brief summary of his suggest-
ed activities or strategies within South Africa? --- Yes.

The second category of activities he suggests are
then those outside South Africa, which would consist of
a1d and assistance to refugees, page 7, paragraph 3. ---
Yes.

Further, that there is 2 need to provide 10
liberating experiences, page € at the top, and that the
overseas or international church agencies could conscientise
and radicalise those who are given permission toe travel
from South Africa, that is in the middle of the page, page
8. Correct? --- | do not see the word 'radicalise'.

The middle paragraph, which starts "While this pre-

vents the use of programmes'. Have you got that? Page
8. === Yes, that is right.
The 5th line? === Yes,
Then the next strategy he suggests is informat- 20

icn gathering and sharing, and hit suggestion is that select-
ed perscons be sent to South Africa on a regular basis as
observers and information gatherers, The next strategy

-
-

he suggests is in respect of trans-nationals, banks and

the investment issue. =-=-=- Yegs,.
And on page 11 in the second paragraph, 8th line,
he savs:

"1f we want business to work against apartheid, we
must work for a situation in which it is no longer
financially feasible or sufficiently =ecure 30

for/...
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for continued investment in apartheid".
Do you see that? --- Yes.
And he says, if the businesses do not want to take

a stane against apartheid, in the next paragraph, the chur-
ches can and should take a moral stand towards business
and their involvement in Scuth Africa. And on page 12
he comes to one further strategy, and that is, the most
important task of all for overseas churches is to teach
their own membership about the struggle in South Africa.
ln other words, to create awareness. --- Yes, 10
Mow, did you work with The Reverend Barndt in the
compilation of this Scuthern Africa study project? ---
| do not think | worked on this part.
On which part did you work? --=- | do not even - the
first part that was -sent to me for comment, but we had

a discussion in Germany on the theological issue of resis-

tance, on Ephesians. There was - we met in Germany on
that, and as | said, that | always insist that you have

to take wyour own decistons; you cannot expect us te take
decisions for vyou. 20

ls there anything you disagree with in section D,
on the basic summary that we have just dealt with? =---
Section D7

That is the strateaies? --- M'Lerd, | would have
to study this carefully. | would think that the SACL is
here judged from & person frem cutside, and If you want

to ask whether this is 2 correct evaluation, Yyou must -

one has to ask the SACC itself first, and that would have
to go to the General Secretary who has had - expressec
his opinion on this matter, hut one should not take 30

al...
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a report of a visitor on the role of the SACC as something

which the SACC says itself.

Ne, | am sorry, Doctor, you are misunderstanding
my gquestion. My gquestion relates to the strategies that
the gentleman suggests to be implemented to effect the
liberation or fundamental change in South Africa. --- M'Lord,
| agree with this paper insofar as the whole guestion of
economic relationships is an ethical issue, and has to
be considered., Whether | agree in every detail, that |
would have to check first and it would require quite 10
a lot of thought, because this has been worked out by him,
but | would agree that the question of economic relation-
ships, also in international sense, it an ethics! issue,
and that has been stated by the SACC. The SACC has Etatéd,
there are various opinicns on this, but all agree that
it is an ethical issue, and some plead for eccocnomic pres-

sure, others piead for other strategies.

CHAIREMAN: Well, you can use the interval between now

and tomocrrow to stucdy that. The ({ommission will now adjourn
until tomorrow morning at 9. 30. 20
THE COMMISSION 15 ADJOURNED




