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FREE PRISONERS
OF APARTHEID

July 11th, 1973 morked the possage of
10 years since the leadership of the
South African Liberation Movement
was arrested ot Rivonio. Three months
later the United MNations Generol
Assembly by 106 votes to 1 (South
Africa) requested the South Africon
government to abandon the arbitrory
trial of this leadership and to “grant
wnconditional release to oll political
prisoners ond to all persons impriso-
ned or subjected to other restrictions
for having opposed the policy of apart-
Despite numerous resolutions of the
Security Council and General Assembly
the Pretorio regime continues to impri-
son, restrict and detain thousands of
South Africoans of every race. These
political prisoners represent in the
words of our lote President Generol
Chief Lutuli “the highest in morality
and ethics in the South African politi-
cal struggle; . . . (men whose) policies
are in occordonce with the deepest
international principles of brotherhood
and humanity; without their leadership,
brotherhood ond humanity may be
blasted out of existence; when they
are locked owoy, justice and reason
will have departed from the South Afri-
can scene’.

Brotherhood, humanity, justice and
reason hove indeed departed from
apartheid South Africa. The pursuit of
these ideals has been made a crime
ond those who seek justice search in
vain. Men of the calibre of Nelson
Mandela, Walter Sisulu, Govan Mbeki,
Ahmed Kathroda who as the true re-
presentatives of their people should
be engoged in helping to create o
new world order, are instead senten-

ced to life imprisonment and spend
their days breaking stones in the
bleakness of Robben Island.

Many others, trade unionists like Billy
Mair, Raymond Mhlaba, Queens Coun-
cillors of the renown of Bram Fisher,
writers, professors, housewives, miners,
artisans have been victimised for their
unreserved opposition to apartheid.
They have been penclised in so mony
ways and under so many laws that an
accurate assessment of their numbers

is impossible, but thot they number
many thousands is undeniable.

Cases of torture, assault and death in
South African prisons are well docu-
mented as are the inhuman conditions
in which detainees are held. Those
who hove been sentenced are not
even accorded the internationally

accepted status of political prisoners
ond are branded criminals and classi-
fied in the lowest cotegory D together
with “the type of prisoner with o pre-
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vious record and 'or conviction of se-
rious crime of a daring or aggressive
nature or other aggravating circum-

stances such as conviction for rape,
robbery or violating in one form or
another or participating during any
period of imprisonment in a daring
escape, or other gang activities invol-
ving knife assoults or incitement the-
reto”. Unlike all other prisoners they
receive no remission or reconsidero-
tion of sentences and life sentence
can only end with death.

Realeased and House Arrested

Those who are released after comple-
tion of sentence are frequently plo-
ced under house arrest, or banished
to remote areas and or banned.

Indris MNaidoo, Shirish NManabhai and
Reg Vandayer who completed o
10 year sentence on Robben Island
recently were immediately placed un-
der house arrest and banned. Within
the last few months, wvarious student
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leaders have alse been banned and
restricted without charge or trial.

FOR ALL THESE PRISONERS OF
APARTHEID THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY HAS A SPECIFIC RE-
SPONSIBILITY for they have been
victimised for upholding the very prin-
ciples, aspirations and rights embeo-
died in the United MNations Charter
and Declaration of Human Rights. Not
only have Vorster's policemen no au-
thority to imprison and restrict these
people but by so doing the Pretoria
regime manifests its contempt for the
international community and its ideals.
The contempt is aggravated and the
illegality compounded by the deten-
tion of Namibians in South Africa and
Mamibia and by the imprisonment of
South African freedom fighters in
Zimbabwe. The ANC, therefore, calls
for a world-wide campaign to bring
about the release of all the prisoners
of apartheid, ot the same time as
greater efforts are mode’ to continue
the isclation of the Vorster regime and
the enforcement of United Nations re-
solutions.

This call must not be understood to
mean thot the ANC will not continue
to pursue relentlessly the struggle to
liberate all of South Africa. This battle
will be fought to ultimate victory.

Brand South Africa

The African National Congress accepts
that our struggle must continue and
will entail hardship, imprisonment and
death. As our leader Nelson Mandela
stated in open court this is the price
we are prepared to pay.

But thot is not to say that when it
concerns the prisoners of opartheid
the world community needs stoand by
and like an impartial ouditor mpke
tally and write off the price of freedom
in South Africa. For it is in large
measure because of the failure of the
world community to take decisive and
meaningful action that South Africa is
able to continue to exact this price
from those who seek freedom. If the
world is to maoke any claim to have
moved forward from anarchy and bar-
barity towards a world order based on
justice and equality then it can no
longer afford the Pretoria regime the
protection of international legality.
Rather that regime must be branded
the outcast that it is.

ITIS TO THOSE WHO SEEK TO
BRING ABOUT BROTHERHOOD, JU-
STICE AND FREEDOM IN SOUTH
AFRICA, THAT THE INTERNATIONAL
COMMUNITY MUST AFFORD FPRO-
TECTION AND EXTEND LEGALITY.

Twe of the leaders of South Africa, Nelson Mandela ond Walter Sisulu are serving life
imprisonment, for whose release g world-wide campaiqn hes been lounched
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Other leaders who are also serving life imprisonment in SA jails are from left to right, Govan Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba, Denis Gold-
berg and Bram Fisher

Challenge To Pretoria Regime

AN ANC Statement to the United No-
tions Challenging the Status of the
Vorster Regime to Represent South
Africa

Today on South Africa Freedom Day,
25 years ofter the installation of the
apartheid regime and 54 yeors after
the African people first oppecled to
the international community ot Versail-
les, the African National Congress
calls upon members of the United Na-
tions to reassess the stotus of the re-
gime in Pretoria:

® To consider whether it may validly
claim to represent the people of ‘South
Africa;

® To exomine whether by its failure to
live up to the principles for which the
United Nations was founded, by its
continued defiance of the very basic
aspirations of mankind, it has the
right to be granted legality under in-
ternational law;

To judge whether its failure to
comply with specific resolutions of the
U.N. Security Council and General
Assembly, its flouting of rulings of the
International Court of Justice, its
aggression ocross its borders do not
now require that this regime be refu-
sed the protection of the international
community and be declared an out-
cast.
1 Over the centuries many docu-

® ments have testified to the fact
that no government based on tyranny
can claim to be recognised by its own

people or by humankind (the United
States "Declaration of Independence).
The major constitutional document
purporting to legitimise the present
regime, namely the Republic of South
Africa Act 1961 expressly entrusts all
sovereign power in South Africa to a
Legislature constituted by law of per-
sons of European descent only. The
vestigial rights of bladk Sauth Africans
to participote in elections to Parlia-
ment have been entirely eliminated. It
has been a matter of pride to the
authorities that the lotest rounds of
election to Parlioment have invelved
white voters only. The Vorster regime
is accordingly responsible both in
theory and practice only to the white
parlioment and represents only this
small segment of South Africa.

By treating the majority of South
Africans not as citizens but as rightless
aliens in the country of their birth, the
Vorster regime is denying itself any
lowful authority to act in the name of
the majority. It may demand obedience
on the basis of naked force, but can-
not claim ollegionce on the basis of
lawful authority.

The policies of the Vorster re-

B gime os explicitly expressed in
its laows and openly enforced in its
courts are avowedly racist and involve
glear and systematic breaches of the
United MNations Charter. As long ago
as 1952 the General Assembly adopted

a resolution referring to South Africa
— which declared that in a multi-racial
society, harmony ‘and respect for
human rights and freedoms and the
peaceful development of a unified
community were best assured when
patterns of legislaotion and proctice
were directed to ensuring equality be-
fore the law of all persons regardless
of race, creed or colour; economic,
social, cultural and political participa-
tion of all racial groups should be on
a basis of equality. The resolution
(616BV11) affirmed that the govern-
mental policies of a member stote,
namely South Africa, which were not
directed towards these goals but were
designed to perpetuate or increase
discrimination, were inconsistent with
the pledges of Members under Article
56 of the Charter. ;

In the years thot have followed every
single organ of the United Nations has
found it necessary to reiterote that
apartheid was inconsistent with the
provisions of the United MNations
Charter and international legal obli-
gations. Moreover the practice of ra-
cial discrimination and apartheid have
been expressly outlawed by a number
of almost universally accepted legal
documents setting out standards of
conduct and establising new and bin-
ding international legal rules. The
minority regime in South Africa has in
fact through its legislation contrave-
ned every single article in the Decla-
ration of Human Rights, and the Stote
Parties to the International Convention
on the Elimination of all forms of Ra-
cial Discrimination expressly stated
that they “particularly condemn raciol
segregation and apartheid” (Article 3).

5
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South Africa has systematically

flouted every resclution of the
United Nations arising from its poli-
cies of Apartheid. What is more, far
from desisting she has aggressively
pursued her policies and increased
her repression of the African people.

Further in defiance of the international
community :

® South Africa today illegally occu-
pies and administers Namibia.

@ South Africa is the major instru-
ment in the evasion of United Nations
sanctions against the illegal Smith re-
gime and the main support of its
economy.

@® South Africa provides support and
sustenance to the Portuguese govern-
ment in its continued defiance of
United Nations resolutions on decolo-
nisation and the right to self determi-
nation of the peoples of Angola, Mo-
zambique and Guinea Bissau.

South Africa is in violation of

the United Nations Convention
on Genocide: which defines genocide
as the “committing of certain acts
with intent to destroy wholly or in part
a national, ethnic, racial or religious
group as such”.

The entire policy of apartheid is by its
own definition aimed ot destroying the
South African nation by denying its
notional multi-racial and essentially
African identity and weakening its

&

character and its people by deliberate
regressive frogmentation.

The vicious racism preached and prac-
tised by the ruling minority, the indoc-
trination of dhildren in schools, the
youth and grown men and women in
every walk of life is breeding hatred,
suspicion and fear. The massive and
relentless dispossession of peoples
coupled with the denial of elementary
rights on the grounds of race have
established all the pre-conditions of
genocide. The applications of apart-
heid have created the pre-conditions,
and its ideclogy and manifestations
establish the intent to commit geno-
cide. The right of the African people to
live together gs family units is denied
by the apartheid regime - wives are
separated from husbands, whilst
children may not live with their mo-
thers. Even the toxation system does
not recognise wives or children as de-
pendents of African workers. MNearly
9/10ths of the surface area of South
Alrica has been approprioted by law
for whites only, as has 70 % of the
wealth of the country. with not unex-
pected consequences for the health
and well being of our people, Is it
genocide only when one starts to put
children in gas ovens? Is it not equally
extermination if you deliberately
creote conditions in which more than
50 " of African children in one re-
serve in South Africa die before rea-
dhing the age of 5%

Over the years in attempting to

® defend its posture of defiance
of universally held concepts of equality
and justice, South Africa has not he-
sitated to commit aggression, and is

now a threat to the peace of Africa
and the world. The threat arises not
merely from the foct that apartheid is
a crime against humanity, and the de-
liberate glorification of racism and
fanatic maintenance of white domi-
nation is a serious provocation to all
the peoples of the world who have
suffered or been witness to the proc-
tices of herren-volkism end, colonia-
lism. The threat arises because the im-
peratives of the South African economy
impel South Africa along the path of
expansion. South Africa is an intrinsic
part of the imperialist world but it
now needs to expand in its own right.
Its economy based on the dcheap lo-
bour pool created by the apartheid
system, now requires the export of cao-
pital and needs ‘new expanding mar-
kets outside its borders. If it is to sur-
vive as it is, South Africa needs to
expand, and unless stopped will do so,
either by extending its sphere of in-
fluence through neo-colonial trode
and aid agreements or by direct
aggression.

The continued South African presence
in Namibia, the extension of her mili-
tary “frontier” to the Zambesi, her mi-
litary advice and assistance to the
Portuguese armies in Angola and Mo-
rzambique, the political military threats
and aggression ogainst Zombia and
Tanzania, as well as the ottempts to
woo African states and break out of its
isolation all bear witness to the impe-
rative need to expand.

South Africa con no longer be consi-
dered just as a problem of racism or
apartheid. It now has the need, the
intent and the military potential to
commit aggression, and indeed has
done so. South Africa is unquestion-
ably a threat to the peace and secu-
rity of @ very wide area in the southern
hemisphere and must be recognised
as such at the international and diplo-
matic conference tables. Urgent action
by the Security Council under Chap-
ter VIl Article 39 is colled for. '

An examination of these matters which
we have raoised here only in gutline
places upon the international commu-
nity a responsibility to oct, from such
a recognition and branding of the
South Africon regime definite action
must follow.

(We regret delay in publishing this
stotement due to pressure on space
in recent issues of SECHABA - Ed.)
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® More strikes by Black workers
® Rising Black unemployment
® White-led Trade Union Council belatedly tries to

woo Black workers

® Ruthless exploitation of Black workers continue

The South African and foreign busi-
ness community suffered a period of
acute embarrassment early this year
when the gigantic strike wave (See Se-
chaba Veol. 7 Nes, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7) caught
them with their starvation wages show-
ing. And of all those who came out of
it badly, none suffered greater expo-
sure and embarrassment than the
Frame Group.

Indeed the name ofPhillip Frame, the
. head of the company, became a sym-
bol of those events; a byword for ex-
ploitation and disgusting labour prac-
tices. And for other businessmen it be-
came a symbolic warning of how one’s
reputation could be damaged if one
. is caught engaging in such practices.
All of which, one would have thought,
would have been sufficient to teach
employers a lasting lesson.

But not a bit of it. The Frame Group
unrepentant and in full public view, is
not only still paying workers at its Wen-
tex (Durban) blanket factory well below
the poverty datum line but engaging
in clear-cut victimisation to boot.
Faced with o strike by its dissatisfied
Block workers the company resorted to
the most primitive of responses: a lock
out. It fired all its striking workers, then
told them they could re-apply for their
jobs — during which process it weeded
out those it regarded as "agitators™.
Fifty were purged, 10 of them members
of the works committee — the govern-
ment recognised body which is suppo-
sed to negotiate on behalf of the wor-
kers,

TUCSA Vacillates

When the matter of the treatment of
the workers by the Frame Group came
up at the National Conference of the
White-led South African Trade Union
Council (TUCSA), which fortuitously
was meeting in Durban during the
strike, the leadership dilly-dallied and
almost refused to take a straight deci-
sion to come to the the aid of the dis-
missed workers. This, despite the fact
that TUCSA was discussing the vital

question of organising African Trade
Unions under its own aegis.

“If we go to war with him (Frame), we
must be sure we can win,” Arthur
Grobbelaar, TUCSA’s general Secre-
tary is reported to have stated.
However, the whole tone of the léader-
ship changed by the dramatic interven-
tion of a young Black trade unionist,
David Davis, who was not a delegate
but merely an observer at the confer-
ence.

Davis reduced the .conference to stun-
ned silence by proising the South Afri-
can Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU)
—~ the non-racial Trade Union federa-
tion whose main leoders are either in
jail, banned or in forced exile.

He accused the TUCSA leadership of
having "dirty hands”. Delegates re-
membering their 1968 decision of kick-
ing out African unions from thgir orga-
nisation were clearly uncomfortable.
Reporting on the speech a Rond Daily
Mail correspondent said: “David spoke
with a headiness, forthrightness and
sincerity bred in' o student environ-
ment which caon afford to treat
(TUCSA's - Ed.) mere political consi-
derations with contempt.”

No doubt stung by the scathing attack
by Davis and the growing disenchant-
ment of Indian and Coloured unions
represented at the conference, the lea-
dership after two days of deliberations
decided to odopt a resolution to do
baottle with the Frame Group over their
handling of the works committees and
Black wages in general. .

Not Unique

The ottitude of the Frame Group is
indeed not unique. It may be the ex-
treme case, the caricature, but it re-
mains symbolic of the times - of the
general failure of employers in general
to toke in the stark lessons of the
recent strike wave.

A few days before the strike of the tex-
tile workers ot Wentex, workers at the
Raleigh cycle works near Springs in
the Transvaal, accused the company of
firing them for distributing literature

about the works committees. The matter
wos resolved the night before o wor-
kers’ application for relief was to be
heard in court.

The government which had in the first
place encouroged the formation of
works committees when it was faced
with a barrage of demonds for the
recognition of African trade unions,
was the first to come to the aid of
Frame during the strike. Police with
dogs and the Security force brutally
repressed the strike and arrested mem-
bers of the works committee.

We have repeatedly stated that works
committees are inadequote and that
proper African trade unions with full
recognition are the only answer to the
growing discontent among the Bladk
working class. Works committees, by
the very nature of their appointment -
made up only of workers in o given
factory — are always ot the mercy of
their employers should they want to
truly represent their fellow workers.
This assessment has been proved ab-
solutely true in the case of the Wentex
workers. Of the 500 involved in the
strike 50 were dismissed — 9 of them
members of the works committee, one
trade union leader and a shop ste-
ward. Simultaneously, the police are
reported to be investigating allega-
tions of assoult and intimidation.
Whether the investigations concern
the 11 officials, the dismissed workers
or others is not known.But it does not
matter: it is irelevant to the foct that
those denied .re-employment include
workers who have proved their zealous-
ness on behalf of their colleagues,

Late News

Since writing the above, we learn that
two members of. the works committee
and another worker have been arres-
ted by the police on unspecified
charges. Earlier security police who
had been 'at the factory gates during
the strike were thwarted in their
attempt to arrest a worker by a group
of angry strikers who took the wanted
man away.

Attempts to make the arrest loter with
armed members of the uniformed
branch were also in vain as the wanted
man had disappeared.

Arrests, intimidation and victimisation
have not deterred the workers in their
struggle for survival. We have little
doubt that more and more workers are
going to make their strength felt in the
coming months.

The status quo in industrial relations
and starvation wages cannot, and will
not, be allowed to continue.



RISING BLACK
UNEMPLOYMENT

African unemployment is rising ot the
rate of 100,000 a year, warns Professor
Jan H. Lange, of economics
at the University of the Orange Free
State. He adds that at least 69,000 jobs
have to be found inside, and 75,000
outside, the Bantustans each year.
According to the South African “Race
Relations News" of May 1973:

“Social scientists say that economic
expectations and political sensitivity
grow with the increasing literacy of the
people. The literocy and general
enlightment of both the urban and
rural African is increasing. A person
cannot but shudder to think what will
happen if the growing unemployment
is not ended.”

During the past ten years, only 85,000
new jobs haove been created in the
Bantustans ond border areas as a re-
sult of heavy expenditure by Govern-
ment and the Industrial Development
Corporation in an effort to decentro-
lise industry.

Becouse the process was so slow, the
Government, ogainst its apartheid
principles, allowed white entrepre-
neurs to invest in the Bantustans on
an agency basis.

Of the total of 23,800,000 rands inve-
sted, only 7,818 jobs were created.

It is important to note that over half
the jobs created (3,984 jobs with an
investment of almost R17 and o half
million) hove been in one area only -
Bophuthatswana — and that it affects
just one section of thaot so-called
Homeland.
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FOREIGN INVESTMENTS

Meanwhile many, who profess to be
our friends, continue to argue that the
withdrawal of foreign investments from
South Africa as demanded by the
ANC, will only hurt the Blacks.

What should be done they say is to
get foreign investors to pay better
wages to their Black South African
employees. This argument as we have
repeatedly pointed out is false and
cannot be implemented. Earlier in this
article we showed the ottitude of South
African companies on the question of
improving the lot of their Block wor-
kers. How on earth could foreign in-

IO CL LN Onhe Warkers Frant

vestors pay higher wages than their
South African counterparts and hope
to remain in business?

All this ballyhoo acbout foreign inve-
stors suddenly becoming philanthro-
phists and sharing their huge profits
with the Blaock workers is just so much
hogwash.
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BRITISH TUC TAKEN
TO TASK

Despite repeated efforts by SACTU,
the Anti-Apartheid Movement and the
ANC to get the British Trode Union
Congress to change its decision to
send a delegation to South Africa, the
TUC has seen fit to ignore us.

The following oppeal to the TUC by
SACTU was also ignored:

“The South African Congress of Trade
Unions appeals to the General Coun-
cil of the British Trade Congress not
to go ahead with the proposed visit by
a delegation to South Africa. We are
mot questioning the sincerity or good
inteptions of the delegation, but as
South Africons we can see how the
Government and the white-dominated

trade unions will divert this delegation |

from its main aim of meeting the black
workers who are themselves sufferers
under the system of apartheid. It is our

opinion that there is a danger that the

delegation will only be aoble to meet
those few Blacks who acquiesce in the
policy of white supremacy.

As with prévious official visits by trode
union delegations which have been
sanctioned by the South African Geo-
vernment and assisted by the white-
controlled Trade Union Council of
South Africa (TUCSA), there is little
possibility that delegates will be in a
position to find out what is really going
on there. For instance, when the TUC
last sent o delegation to South Africa
in' 1953, the opproved plans which,
whether they realised it or not, amoun-
ted to an extension of apartheid in the
trade union movement. More recently,
delegations from the International Me-
tal Workers' Federation and the Boiler-
makers’ Union mode recommendations
which were contrary to the interests of
African workers and identified closely
with the position taken by TUCSA.

Victimisation

It is our considered opinion that the
moin effect of such visits has
given to TUCSA the international cre-

dibility it is seeking and to foster the
illusion thot the South African Govern-
ment is omenable to persuasion. Past
experience suggests that, as was the
case with earlier delegations, these
visitors too would be restricted to meet-
ing the management of British subsi-
diaries and representatives of TUCSA,
upon whom they would necessarily
have to rely for the arrangement ‘of
their programme. These are no friends
of the African workers. In addition,
they may meet leaders of legal political
groups and members of Government.
But it is- extremely unlikely that they
would be able to meet imprisoned and
banned traode unionists, members of
SACTU, the only non-racial trade union
federation, since this could lead to
their further exposure and victimisation.
And meeting African trade unionists
who have not yet been banned, in-
cluding those who participated in the
recent strikes, would be impossible
since they too would only be exposed
to the harshness of the law. And so,
in effect, this visiting delegation would
not meet representatives of the bulk of
the South African labour force — the
African workers.

We therefore believe that this visit
would not help African workers. More
than ample information is available on
the oppressive system of apartheid in
South Africa for British trode unionists
to act ogainst it.

The TUC itself has repeatedly condem-
ned it ond has already odopted o
policy of discouraging emigration to
South Africa, exerting pressure against
British investments there, campaigning
for the release of political prisoners
and breaking off links with white-
only trode unions. Surely now is the
time to embark on coricerted action to
implement these resolutions.

In addition, a programme of action
against aparthreid was recently adop-
ted by on International Trade Union
Conference in Geneva at which
250 million workers were represented
and where the British TUC delegation
played a very progressive role. In fact,
some of the resolutions passed at this
Conference, ‘organised by the workers
section of ILO, have already been
adopted by the TUC at the 1971 and
1972 Congresses, such as the with-
drawal of trode union investments in
British firms with subsidiaries in South
Africa, the discouraogement of emigro-
tion to South Africa and the breaking
of ties with white-only trade unions.”

They have gone. They have seen the
conditions under which our people toil.
We wonder what they will do about it.
We doubt if it will be mudh.
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John Goetsewe, addressing a trode union meeting in Johannes-
burg when it was still legal te do so

The early history of the South African trade union movement
is rich in events of militant endeavour by white workers.

In its formotive years, there was a vigour and determination
which carried workers into nation-wide strikes in 1913 and
1914, and even rebellion in 1922. The 1922 strike ended
in open revolt with many casualties. The cause of this
strike was an attempt by the Chamber of Mines to employ
Africans in jobs previously held by whites, ot lower rates
of pay. The white workers were defeated, many lost their
jobs, most had their wages cut and the trade union move-
ment suffered a setbadk. .
Two years later the white workers got their revenge. The
Labour and Nationalist Parties joined forces to defeat the
South African Party led by General Smuts in the 1924 Gene-
ral Election. The new Nationalist-Labour pact government
immediately restored the colour bar in the mines, which had
been upset by a court decision, and enacted the Wage Act
to protect workers not covered by collective bargaining
agreements under the Industrial Conciliotion Act of 1924
which excluded the African workers from its provisions.
Although this was an opportunity for the white workers to
embrace the Africans into ‘their trode unions, various rea-
sons including racial prejudice, fear, suspicion and indiffe-
rence in the established unions coused them to turn their
backs on African workers. Rather than workers' solidarity
in non-racial trade unionism, they preferred stotutoery and
continual colour bars to protect them from cheap African
lobour competition. As industriol development tock place,
some unions attempted to embrace the African workers and
this led to wrangling between them and other white unions.

After many discussions on the inclusion of African workers
in the unions, in the 1930's the South African Trades and
Labour Council was established. Membership of this coordi-
nating body was open to oll roces but because of racial
prejudice riothing was done earlier to organise the African
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workers, By 1947 there were only 111 unions affilioted with
very few small African trade unions.

In that year, several white unions left the Trades and Labour
Council following a decision to press for legal recognition
of African trade unions.

It is important to remember that one of the provisions of the
first lndustrial Conciliation Act of 1924 was to exclude the
African workers from the term “employees” because they
were pass bearers. This was revised under the Industrial
Conciliation Act of 1956 and trade unions were now sepa-
rated on racial lines. .

This was the first Act of Parliament which brought apout the
statutory colour bar in the trade union movement up to the
present day.

The promise which was made by the Smuts Government to
give limited stotutory recognition to African trode unions
was scotched in 1948 by the succeds of the Nationalist Party
in the election. From then onwards the government took a
further and firmer step in the exclusion of African trode
unions from the protection of the Industrial Conciliation
Act.

The publication of a revised Industrial Conciliation Bill in
1954 revealed the extent to which the new government had
gone in relation to port one of the Nationalist Party pro-
gramme of the opartheid policy of disciplining the trode
unions,

Trade Union Conference

A conference of trade unions was hastily summoned to dis-
cuss the formation of o new body to fight the new measures.
Conference took place in Durban in October 1954, when it
was resolved to establish a new federation to be caolled the
South African Trade Union Council, now called TUCSA. By
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Despite various laws, gatherings such as this are once more becoming a common feature on the SA scene

a majority decision the delegates excluded the Alfricans
from membership of the Council. The South African Trades
and Labour Council and the Western Province Federation
of Trade Unions were dissolved.

The exclusion of Africans outroged some unions and they
decided to establish another coordinating body to cater for
workers of all roces.

At o conference held in March 1955 they formed the South
Africon Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU). .
There followed the formation of many white unions between
1954 and 1956 which led to the intensification of racial dis-
criminotion. According to official statistics, the totol mem-
bership of trade unions registered in terms of the Industrial
Conciliation Act of 1956 in May 1967 was 533,405 in
172 unions. About three-quarters of these were clossified as
white unions.

After the rejection and acceptance of African trade unions
at vorious TUCSA conferences, it wos decided finally in 1969
to drop the African unions. The white trade unions clearly
backed the government policy of apartheid and discimina-
tion.

The South African Congress of Trode Unions declared itself
to accept all workers without regard to colour or creed.
This was the crime which this organisation committed in the
eyes of the government. Many SACTU officials, participants,
octivists, officiols of the offilioted trade unions, were bon-
ned, arrested, detained and imprisoned. By 1966, 150 offi-
ciols and octivists were removed from office by bonnings
under the Suppression of Communism Act of 1950, the
low which the government uses against anyone whe

opposes the system of apartheid and discrimination. With
all this harrassment of bannings and arrests, not one single
white trade union ever protested to the government. Many

“churches, including the Black Sash women, protested on

humanitarian grounds, but not the white trade unions. We
might forget, but history has recorded this behaviour of the
white workers.

Despite this repression, SACTU by this time had 53 trade
unions affiliated with a membership of 55,000. The majority
of these unions were African.

The experience shows thot the white workers regard anyone
with bladk skin as a servant of the white man, so the position
of fellow worker or brother in o trade union has no place.

Lip Service

That is why when the Africans go on strike the white workers
stand on the side of the employer. This haoppened in 1920,
in 1946 during the second Africon miners’ strike, and again
this year in Durban when bladk workers went on strike for
higher wages. 150 white workers of the City Council staff
and 30 white housewives volunteered to unload B0 wagons
of vegetables ot the market. In addition to this, not one
single white trade union came but in support of black wor-
kers, yet they can strike without infringing the labour laws
of the country.

The white trade unions are only paying lip service to the
drganising of the Africans. The Coloureds and Indians were
accepted in 1924 as employees with the recognition of their



trade unions, but up to the present doy they are still getting
low wages, they are affected by the policy of discrimination,
they are not exempted from the application of Job Reser-
tion.

f statement appearing in the Rand Daily Mail of 18 August
1972 states:—

We see this as White superiority, says Norman Daniels, Se-
cretary of the 2,500 strong Textile Workers Industrial Union,
which opted for purely Coloured membership rather than be
a party to the exemption. Although Daniels has never
known any labour department or industrial council official
to discriminate against a trade union official simply because
"he is Black and finds employers sympathetic ‘on the whole.
There are nevertheless severe handicaps which the Colou-
red workers in general and the all-Coloured union in parti-
cular have to face, Because they have no say in the power
politics of the country no politician owes them loyalty and
they have no leverage with any politicians who count. With
their persuasive influence thus restricted to polemics, their
power is insignificant in relation to that of their white coun-
terpart. This much is realised by employers and the frustra-
tion Coloureds experience at their bargaining table can be
compounded on arbitration. The arbitrators are political
appointees who then proceeded to implement government
policy — that is, continue the woge discrimination on a
colour basis, says one trade unionist. There would be little
point in their even contemplating a strike. Once the forma-
lities have been adhered to, Black workers in the particular
industry would not be allowed to strike anyway, so that pro-
test in many industries could hardly succeed. On top of that,
since the government is unlikely to take kindly to labour
unrest, the leaders of the Coloured workers could well face
criminal charges for incitement.

Yet another harsh predicament faces the Coloured unionist.
When seated at a bargaining table with an employer who
points out that his industry in o metropolitan area is com-
peting in @ common product market with an industry loco-
ted in o border area not subject to minimum wage ogree-
ments, and that to accede to the union's demands would
reduce his competitive edge or force him also to o border
area, what does the unionist reply?

The argument is inhibiting indeed, and may be contributing
to an undermining of standards in the metropolitan area.
The problem is serious, the more so since an estimated
32,000 Coloured families on the Cape Flats are living below
the breadline, unable to afford continually increasing food,
rent and transport costs, and there are limits to what even
the more powerful mixed unions can do about it.

The majority of the union's members are women madhinists
whose top wage is R13.81 a week. Of this sum, between
R2 and R3 is now being spent on transport.”

Some of the white workers say they don't like the policy of
apartheid, they want higher wages for the Black workers and
they want the Africon trade unions to be recognised by
the government, to be under their control — so they say.
They don't want boycotts, South Africa must not be isolated.
They accept the "floating of the colour bar”, the term which
Harry Oppenheimer used. But they do not want anything
that means any real change in the stotus quo.

If they are opposed to the policy of opartheid, they hove
an important role to play and that is to organise the mass
of white workers, to mobilise these whites who are them-
selves the voters, to reject the policy of apartheid and in-
struct their representative to withdrow if the government
pursues this policy. There is no middle rood. Apartheid is
apartheid. All the Blacks are suffering undey this policy and
it must be abolished once and for all = so that all workers
can play their role as workers without regard to colour or

creed.

OF AFRIGA

Forward with confidencel

Why does Swissair fly to as many as
17 African cities?
— Because you can find there:

1. Qil 10. Rubber

2. Gold 11. Tebacco

3. Diamonds 12. Spices

4. Copper 13. Fruit

5. lron 14. Coffee

&. Platinum 15. Cotton

7. Wood 16. Rare animals

8. Cocoa 17. Magnificent shady
9. Nuts beadhes

The above advertisement was spotted in “Der
Spiegel” (the West German weekly) last October
by ‘“Terre Entiere” (September December 1972)
who added the comment:

“Imagine the surprise of the Swissair passengers,
‘when they disembark, on discovering that there
are also people in Africa . . ."

Picturesque

that is what they call it

the tourists with cameras unslung

walking through the winding streets

the houses old with decay sloping against ong
another like old men seated on crumbly stoeps.
A guitor ployer on a corner

fingers bird-wing flutter on the strings
accompanied the frenzied trill of

slum sparrows in bedraggled feather

eyes nervously darting for a crumb.

The wind carrying the keening of the have-nots
all part of the score of a symphony of sorrow
as the tourists trip through

cameras a'click and gaily crying

Picturesque

James Matthews
(From CRY RAGE, a book of poems
banned in South Africa)

—
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(ALLTU
WORKERS

OF THE
WORLD

This is an abridged version of two speeches
delivered to the International Conference of
Trade Unions on Apartheid by

MARK WILLIAM SHOPE and MOSES MABHIDA.
Secretary General and Vice-President
respecively of the South African Congress

of Trade Unions

This World Trade Union Conference Against Apartheid has
provided an occasion for the mobilization of workers of the
worid, offiliated to the three major trade union federations,
continental trade unions as well as those from independent
national centres, a platform from which they can work out
together @ common strategy and toctics on -how best the
World Labour movement can help their brothers and sisters
in South Africa in their struggle, not enly for trade union
rights, but also for the basic principles of human and fun-
damental freedoms.

Indeed, the Africans and other block workers in South
Africa -are looking forward to positive results and positive
action from this Conference.

United Nations

Historically, the policy of Apartheid in South Africa was first
raised sharply by the Indion delegation to the United Na-
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Mr. Dennis Akume - representing the African
Trade Union Unity [OATUU) addressing the
ILO conference

tions in a form of a complaint in December 1946. The Indian
delegation raised it as a complaint to the General Assembly
of the United Nations that “the South Africoan Government
had enacted legislation against South Africans of Indian
origin in violation of previous agreements concluded bet-
ween India and South Africa”.

Replying to this complaint, the South African Government
made a proposal that the International Court of Justice
be asked for an advisory opinion on whether the matter was
essentially within the domestic jurisdiction of the Union of
South Africa. A proposal that was rejected by the General
Assembly by odoption on December 8, 1946, of resolu-
tion 44 (X) expressed the opinion that the “treatment of
Indians in the Union of South Africa should be in confor-
mity with the international obligations under the agreements
concluded between the two Governments and the relevant
provisions of the United MNations' Charter, and requested
the two Governments to report at the next session of the
General Assembly the measures adopted to this effect”.
(We shall talk about the problem of jurisdiction later),

Since then the racial policies of.the Government of South
Africa have been under consideration by both the General
Assembly and the Security Council. Year ofter year resolu-
tions passed by the General Assembly reflect the mountifig
concern of world opinion about the racial situation within
South Africo and the frustration occasioned by the refusal
of the Government to respond to the repeated oppeals by
the United Nations that its racial policies should be brought
into conformity with the United Nations Charter.

In 1954, the General Assembly invited the Government of
South Africa to reconsider its position in the light of the
principles of the United Nations Charter.



Platform of the ILO-UN Conference on Trade Uniens — from the left, Mr. Abby Forah = former Chairman of UN Unit on Apartheid,
Mr. A. H. Dunning, Mr. Morris Chaviman — Workers Group ILO, Chief Ogbu - Chairman UN Unit on Apartheid, Mr. E. 5. Reddy -

Secretary

On November 17, 1959, the General Assembly reminded
South Africa that “policies which accentuate or seek to pre-
serve racial discrimination are prejudicial to international
harmony, and noted with concern that the policy of Apart-
heid is still being pursued”.

In November 1962 the General Assembly adopted compre-
hensive resolution No. 1761 (XV11) which asked all member
States to take specific measures, such as breaking off diplo-
matic relations with the Government of the Republic of
South Africa or refrain from establishing such relations and
the boycott of all South African goods.

In August 1963, the Security Council recommended that the
sale and shipment of all arms, ammunition and military
vehicles to South Africa should stop.

At the same session, the General Assembly also established
a Special Committee which would keep the situation in
South Africa under review between sessions of the Assembly
and would “submit reports to the Assembly and to the Secu-
rity Council's

Thus, although the United Nations began its battle against
Apartheid 27 years ago, we are still, to this day, searching
for a solution. It is for this reason thot the United Nations
found it advisable to mobilize for the first time since 1945,
that most healthy section of our modern world - the working
people into the struggle against this cancer.

ILO

The International Labour Organization itself which declared
war on forced or compulsory lobour as for back as 1929,
and adopted at its 14th Session in June 1930 (Convention
NO. 29 of 1930) concerning forced or compulsory labour, is

still confronted wth a subtle form of forced labour found in
South Africa.

Why has Apartheid persisted? The reasons are not far to
seek. Let us recognize that South Africa’s brand of colenia-
lism was not so different from that proctised in other colo-
nial situations as to invite concentrated attention and wide-
spread condemnation.

But the achievement of independence of Ghana in 19537,
followed by a rapid spread of independence in Africa to the
banks of the Zombezi in the 1960s initioted o new era in
Africa and the world. !
Another foctor of great significance has been the emer-
gence of newly independent Stotes in other continents. and
the expansion of working closs rule in large ports of
Europe, Asia and Latin America. This change in the inter-
national balance of forces has contributed in o small mea-
sure to universal condemnation of Apartheid, ond to our
success in convincing the international community thaot
racial discrimination is no less iniquitous than the slavery
thot was so widely practised until the middle of the last
century.

Political Rights

The whole struggle in South Africa is the struggle for politi-
col rights, and not only o struggle against Apartheid, job
reservation, better pay ond conditions of work. These are
problems which will fall away automatically when the big
question is resolved.

The big question on the ogenda for immediate solution in
South Africa by the eversharpening political crisis, is the
question of power, the question of democracy. The question
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of to whom should power belong in South Africoa: Who
should decide or preside over the destiny, over the fortunes
of its people aond the country as o whole: Wheo should direct
the political and economic developments of that country?
Must power forever remain the monopoly of the White
racist minority or must it be shared by all the South African
people on the basis of one man one vote? Must power
remain the monopoly of the White ruling circle or to the
Africans and other Block workers ond people of South
Africa® This is the crux of the South African questions -
crucial questions which have for long, ond to this doy con-
tinue to dominate the South African political climate. They
are questions which even government appointed Chiefs in
the Bantustans are raising very sharply these doys. Men like
Gatsha Buthelezi, speaking ot the first ordinary Session of
Kwozulu homeland Legislative Assembly, pointed out thot
“the credibility gop of the South African Governments’
policy of separate development (Apartheid) was unbridge-
oble and contoined the seeds of bitter resentment and
disillusionment” . . . "l believe thot it is in the interest of our
peaceful co-existence on this tip of Africa that we should
now share power in this land. This is not only necessary, but
it is overdue”.

Koiser Matanzima stoted that the South African Govern-
ment should give equal rights to Blacks now or otherwise
there is going to be a bloodbath in South Africal "South
Africa”, he sald, “has to choose between two alternatives -
the division of the country between blodk and white in such
a way thot it is the blacks who have the bigger share of the
land, or o multiracial stote where block and white have
equal rights on o one-man-one-vote basis”. Kaiser went on
to say: “The African people will not tolerate anything less
than equality between black and white. We want to get all
that is ours in this country”,

These are not empty threats or stotements. These leaders
of the froudulent Bantustans are being forced to give ex-
pression of the African people of South Africa os o whole.
The question of power in South Africa, cannot any longer
be solved in the way South Africa’s ruling class and their
supporters in the copitolist countries hove for generations
been accustomed to settling it — by Segregation, White
Baaskap, White leadership, Trusteeship, Aportheid or Sepo-
rote Development. They are urgent and vital political ques-
tions which require vitol and bold political decisions, if
South Africo is to ovoid racial war = @ wor which con leave
scars thot moy toke generations to heal on both sides of the
colour line.

Revolutionary Forces

True, the solution of political questions ond social problems
depends, in the final analysis, on the real needs of life ond
the armed forces of the state, but this is temporary. The great
a given moment. And, at present the bolonce of forces in
South Africa is not equally motched. The forces of terror and
repression, in South Africa, supported by their troding part-
ner in the capitalist world, is still holding sway.

The Revolutionary forces have not as yet matured to o point
where the revolutionary movement con effectively chaollenge
the armed forces of the state, but this is temporary. The great
divide between Apartheid ond progressive thought. os
embodied in the constitution, conventions ond octivities of
the ILO, is odmirobly stoted in the Director Generol's
Report, entitlted Prosperity for Welfare. At p.7-8 | quote:
“Few would now publicly deny that inequality is not justified
when it results from mossive inherited property, from poli-
tical or economic monopoely, or from discriminatory privilege
on the baosis of class, roce, creed or sex”,
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South Africa’s regime perpetuates inequality in all respects,
ond not merely in one or two. Four million Whites, compris-
ing one fifth of the country’s population, cloim exclusive
proprietary rights over 87 percent of South Africa’s surface
orea. That is surely o unique cose of inequality resulting
from "massive inherited property”.

Gross inequality further results from the white man's mono-
poly of political and economic power. Black South Africans
are not permitted to vote for or stond for election to parlia-
ment. Not only the legislature, but also the executive, the
armed forces, the courts of low and the senior civil service
consists only of Whites. They control the Stote and use their
political powet to extract super profits from the labour of the
voteless majority.

How else con one explain the foct thot the average per
capita income of Whites is more than 13 times higher than
the overage of Africans; or that average monthly earnings
of Whites in manufocturing are R276 as compaored with R50
earned by Africans? Let us remind ourselves, while observ-
ing the enormous rise in the price of gold, and therefore in
profits of the great mining houses, thot the ratio between
aoveroge White and Africon incomes on the mines widened
from ® to 1 in 1911 to 19 to 1 in 1971. Is it not o disgrace
that African miners = B0 per cent of whom come from out-
side South Africa — earn less in real terms than their grand-
fothers in 1911%

South African Capitalism

We have in South Africa an extreme example of a vicious
capitalism, with o highly modern technology, but reproduc-
ing the abuses and evils of early industrialization in Europe
and America.

South African capitolism, however, is characterized by a
vicious system of rocial discrimination, the parallel for which
is found in slove-owning systems of exploitation, rather than
in the copitalism thot took their ploce. Let me toke this
opportunity to congrotulote the Internotional Organization
of Employers on their Declorotion against Apartheid. It is
worthy of note that the copitalists themselves find it neces-
sary to condemn South African capitalism, and in particular
the policies of work reservation, denial of trade union rights,
and foilure to observe stondards in human rights approved
by the International Labour Organisation.

We sincerely trust thot the Internotional Organization of
Employers will utilize their greot influence to dismantle the
structure of Apartheid, if only by refusing to share in its ill-
gotten gains We particularly refer to the investors of the
United Kingdom, the United Stotes of America, West Ger-
many, France, Joapon ond Switzerlond.

The terror unleashed ogoinst the workers and people
of South Africa for the past 25 years of nationalist rule - the
arrests ond torture, the murder of scores of our leading
comrodes by the South Africon Speciol Bronch ond their
gestopo methods of persecution, the banning of Africon and
other progressive political orgonizations, the banishment of
leoding trode union ond political leaders, the arrests and
imprisonments of thousands of militants, os well as the
infiltration of spies and informers into all political and social
orgonizotions, left o deep mork on the lives of our people.

For ten years there wos a temporary lull in extraparliomen-
tary opposition in the country. This was o period of stock-
toking, o period of odjustment ond evoluotion. But now
a new phase of activity has begun.

Recent strikes by Africons and other Block workers in the
first three months of this year — strikes which involved over
250,000 workers — ushered in o new epoch. This new mood
hos its origin in the strikes of fifty yeors ago - those of the



19203, the 1930s, the 1940s, the 1950s, ond early 1960s -
which, like glowing embers under oshes, were temporarily
suppressed during 1963 to 1973 enly to flare up again. This
is o continuation of the history of the Black workers of South
Africa. This is o demonstrative proof thot the spirit of resi-
stance ond struggle for freedom and democracy in South
Africa cannot be stopped by repression. No one shall
succeed in stopping this spirit of odvance to freedom -
neither imprisonment nor death sentences. It will finally
triumph for o democrotic South Alfrico.

SACTU

Once ogoin the spirit and teachings of the South African
Congress of Trode Unions among the masses of the unorgo-
nized African workers is beginning to show itself. During the
years thot SACTU existed legolly, she tought that the politi-
cal role and political octivities of o trode union movement
lies in promoting the development and orgonizotionol
strength of the working mosses, in transforming their move-
ment from o stote of sporodic oftempts ot protests and
strikes, into an orgonized struggle of the whole South Afri-
can men and women, directed ot the social ond political
system bosed on the oppression ond exploitation of the vast
majority of South Africa - the African people.

SACTU taught that “Only the working class in allionce with
other progressive minded sections of the South African
community con build a hoppy life for oll South Africans,
o life free from unemployment, insecurity and poverty, free
from rocial hatred and oppression, a life of vast epportuni-
ties for all the people”.

We tought that “mere struggle for economic rights without
participation in the general struggle for political emancipa-
tion, will only condemn the African trode union movement
to uselessness ond to the betrayal of the interests of the
African workers themselves™.

In all developed countries where people fought for demo-
cratic rights, these struggles were started by and woged by
the working people. It is therefore correct and imperative
for the South African Congress of Trode Unions to fully
participate in the general struggle for the political, econo-
mic, social and cultural rights of the people of our country.

Therefore, our struggle in South Africa is not just for trade
union rights but for political rights, for democracy.

We hove emphasised the political aspect of the South Afri-
can situation because we were convinced that if there was
democrocy the question of Apartheid would never have
arisen.

We are oware that in terms of International Low, South
Africo is regoarded os on independent sovereign state,
capable of running its internal affairs without cutside inter-
ference. The core of legal concept of Sovereignty of the
stote, we are told, “has been, and continues to be the com-
petence of the stote to deol exclusively with motters essen-
tiolly within the sphere of its domestic jurisdiction”. In other
words, as long as a country has an effective control over its
naotionals, whether by consent of its citizens, or by brute and
cruel force — as is the cose in South Africo - no outside
country or countries hove o right to intervene.
We submit that this concept or principle has in the main
been responsible for preventing the United Notions from
toking effective measures ond implementing them against
Aportheid in South Africa. _
There hove been innumerable statements, declarations ond
resolutions on the subject of Apartheid, all of which are
treated with contempt by the South Africon Government.
She is doing so with the full backing of her trading partners
Contd. on poge 16

A Modern Miracle:
Blood Into Wine

TS

South African wine is the direct product of near slave
lobour. Over past years, New Zeclond has imported
hundreds of thousands of dollars worth of South Afri-
can wine, and before it was voted out of office, the
MNational Government roised the quota of wine that
could be imported.

That South African wine is made by slave labour is
easily proved. The following odvertisement comes
from the Cope Town newspaper, ‘Caope Times'
26 10 71 :=-

PAARL.

550 morgen grain, wine, and sheep farm, 200000

wine grapes. Quota 635 tons.
Price R255,000, includes

10 convicts.

Further proof that the conditions for workers on wine

farms are miserable and near-slavery comes from

the ‘Cape Argus’ of 24 7 71.

Migrant workers in the Bolond wine-growing centre
of the Western Cope are poid R5 (about $NZ5) for
a 5' + doy week, with free accomodation, but no food
included, no sick pay, no benefits, and working hours
from 5 a.m. to 7 p. m. The migrant workers are re-
cruited from the homelands for work on the wine
farms of Western Cope under 1-year-long contracts.
Many were being recruited to work in foctories and
they only discoverad they were in fact being contrac-
ted to work on Western Cape farms when they arrived.

winery sheds and

Prisoners convicted for drunkeness and disorderliness
in wine growing areas serve sentences of one week
on wine farms i.e. South Africa produces wines from
prison labour.

The Cape Times of 28 11 70 said there was substan-
tial evidence that the "tot system™ is still in use in
South Africon wine-growing areas. This meons that
African workers ore poid partly in wine, leading. os
the ‘Times' put it to "7-year-old alchelics”, “whole
families drunk™'.

Issued by New Zealand Anti-Apartheid Committee.
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who continue to bolster her up by continuing their lucrative
trade with the Republic. The reluctance and collaboration
of powerful foreign and financial interests with the South
African Government, hove and continue to encourage the
racist regime to persist in its Apartheid policies.

Far from heeding the ILO and the United Nations caolls to
respect the freedom and dignity of all human beings, irre-
spective of race, the South African Government is conti-
nually intensifying the suppression and exploitation of the
African and other Black workers. New measures have strip-
ped a vast number of Africans of the right to permanent
employment and settled life in urban areas, reducing them
to the stotus of migrants; the unemployed moy be ordered
out of the only areas where work is available; the aged, the
disabled and the infirm are removed to rural settlements,
far from ploces where they hove laboured for the best part
of their lives in the service of the White man.

Questions to be faced

Because of this legal concept and principles mentioned
above, the United Nations has been grappling with this
subject of Apartheid but without fundamental changes. In
our view, this conference is now faced with the following
questions:-—

® To what extent should the United Nations take the part
of men demanding respect for human rights, fundamental
freedom and human dignity in South Africa?

® What efforts should the United Nations undertake to
promote respect for human rights and fundomental free-
doms without distinction as to race, language or religion
without intervening in maotters which are essentially within
the domestic jurisdiction of the South African stote?
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® Does the duty to promote respect for human rights require
the United Nations to oppose the Apartheid system with its
laws which. greatly enslave 18 million Black workers and
people of South Africa purely on grounds of race or skin
colour? Or

® Does the duty not to intervene in domestic maotters of
South Africa forbid effective action against South Africa on
behalf of humon rights? These questions are vital to the
whole of mankind, and above all to the workers and their
trade union movement and not only the Africans and other
oppressed Bladk workers and people of South Africa but the
whole world is looking to this Conference for answers. Why?
BECAUSE

® Workers and their trode union orgonizotions, ploy o van-
guard role in the struggles of the people be it for political,
economic or social change. They have joined directly in the
political struggles of the people. They toke o stond and
organize big compaigns and demonstrations on all major
issues of our time, they influence the results ‘of Presidential,
Parliamentary, Provincial and Municipal Elections and they
enjoy political and moral prestige in the eyes of millions
of the working people oll-over the world-including the
oppressed Block masses of South Africa. Their numerical
strength, organization, discipline, class and political cons-
ciousness, plus the place they occupy in the social produc-
tion in the economy of any country, qualifies them for the
vanguard role which they play in the fight for genuine social.
political and economic changes and progress.

® Time has gone when the workers and their trade unions
did not participate independently ond actively in deciding
such vital questions as wor and peace. We say, you as wor-
kers must wage an irreconcilable struggle against reactio-
nary regimes which help the racist Pretorio Government, for
the soke of their own selfish interests, to render ineffective
all positive resolutions and measures of the United Nations.

® Workers and their trade union organizations play a most
vital role in the life of modern society. They are the badkbone
of a society in any country = a social force to reckon with.
They tackle the most diverse and most complex problems.
They have attoined o level which makes them a redoubtable
force not only in the sphere of defending their economic
demands, but also in the sphere of the future of society, of
the establishment and reinforcement of democracy itself.

® The scale and charocter of their activities has in recent
years, changed substantiolly. Mass strikes and demonstro-
tions of workers today, even if held to badk a particular eco-
nomic demand, have become so important a foctor that
no serious politician dares ignore. ]

® Nation-wide oction in support of demands relating to the
generol socio-economic policy of any stote, becomes a foc-
tor of great political concern in its importance. Fresh
examples in our memories are the 1968 strikes in France
and Italy, Australia and New Zealand in the 1970's, the
Longshoremen in the United States, The British Trade
Unions, the Danish and Swedish workers etc. taking posi-
tions on various issues both ot home and on South Africa.

Take Positive Stand

Let the workers and their trode union organizations take
o positive stand on the question of sanctions, embargo and
boycott and economic sanctions against South Africa. We
say that if sanctions token by the United Nations against
Rhodesia appear not to have been effective, if arms
embargo ogainst South Africa by the Security Council in
1964 appear not to have been effective, this connot be an
argument against embargos, but against the powers which
undermine their applications.
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Moses Mabhida (extreme right)
seen together with othér delego-
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breok between sessions. They are
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ment (Britain), Mawai Piliso
{(ANC), Koder Asmal (AAM-lre- "-';
land) and Abdul Minty (British

AAM)

It was for these reasons that the South African Government
started panicking immediately they heard of the decision
of the workers' representatives, attending the 57th Session
of the International Labour Conference last June, to hold
this Conference. They panicked becouse they know that the
working people are men and women of action, and if they
decided on taking ond implementing their resolve, many
things con go wrong for the South African racists.

Many of South Africa’s trading portners and giont multi-
national corporations with subsidiary Companies in South
Africa, are also unhoppy about this Conference, becouse
they know that with pressure from the trode union move-
ment in the respective countries, they will be compelled
to change their attitude towards the policy of the South
African government.

African and other Black workers and people of South Africa
know that the main task of liberating themselves from the
clutches of fascist rule in South Africo, is their historic
responsibility. But, the struggle of the workers and people
of South Africa is at the some time, the concern and com-
mon responsibility of the workers of the world, and indeed,
of the whole of progressive mankind.

Appeal

We, therefore, appeal to all delegates attending this Con-
ference, and through you, to all the workers and their
trade union organizations throughout the world to give total
ond unconditional support to the legitimate and just
struggle for political, economic and social freedoms, and
for all fundamental democratic rights and liberties by:—

® campaigning for the implementation of all United Nations
Sanclion resolutions against Apartheid South Africa in your
respective countries;

® press on their government to honour the Security Coun-

cil'’ General Assembly resolution of November 1962, which
calls on all Member Stotes of the United Mations to take
specific measures, such as "breaking off diplomatic relations
with the Government of South Africa; or refrain from estab-
lishing such relations as well as to boycott all South African
goods™;

® campaign for the recognition of African trade unions
with full right to collective bargaining and to strike; d

® campaign for the enforcement of the 1964 Security Coun-
cil resolution on arms embargo to South Africa;

® compaign for the immediate and unconditional release
of all trade union and political leaders and militants;

® campaign for the lifting of bans on African and other pro-
gressive political organizations in South Africa;

® refuse to load or unload any goods or consignments
destined to or from South Africa;

® give financial, moral and material support to the workers
and people of South Africa through their recognized trade
union organization — SACTU - and the political movement
- the African National Congress;

® create an international strike fund to support the victims
of strike actions in South Africa;

® educate your members on the evils of Apartheid;

® campaign against the emigration of skilled workers to
South Africa;

® pressurise your government to stop all contracts with
South Africa — diplomatic, financial, military, social and
cultural relations;

® coll for on end to the notorious contract or migrant
labour in South Africa — which is a disguised form of modern
slavery.

Long live solidarity of the workers of the world! | |

Long live the United MNations! ! |

Long live the ILOI ||

Long live the workers and people of South Africal | !

LK}
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HISTORY

A brief background on the formation of the South African Congress

of Trode Unions

In Manch, 1955, the SOUTH AFRICAN

CONGRESS OF TRADE UNIONS -.

SACTU - wos born ond o new force
had entered South Africon life. Five
months earlier ot o Conference of the
Trodes and Labour Council, the exist-
ing leadership of that federation pre-
sented the delegotes with o proposal
which must be unique in trode unien
history. It asked them to dissolve their
federation and to form an entirely new
body, which would exclude African
trade unions from membership.

At this Conference, 14 trade unions,
white, mixed ond African, hod fought
this proposal with all the resources ot
their command. However, the resolu-
tion for dissolution was carried by o
large majority ond the Trodes and Lo-
bour Council disoppeared from the
South Africon scene. Shortly afterwards
the TRADE UNION COUNCIL OF
SOUTH AFRICA was formed, o trade
union coordinating body which exclu-
ded African trode unions from mem-
bership. At the Conference, the 14 de-
feated unions, representing workers in
shops, dhemical, food and canning,
textile, jewellers and goldsmiths, bak-
ing. canvas and rope, tin and twine
and the bag industry, issued o stote-
ment which read:

"We deeply regret the decision to ex-
clude African unions from the propo-
sed Trode Union Council. This decision
taken by a majority of the workers pre-
sent does not represent the best inter-
ests of the South African workers, nor
their desires.

“Only a strong trade union movement
can fulfill its task of defending ond
advancing the workers’ interests. Only
a united trode union movement can be
strong. The interests of the African wor-
kers are in the long run no different
from the interests of the Coloured,
European and Indian workers.

“It is to the advantoge of the employ-
18

ers and their Government to divide the
workers. Division is o policy directed
by the bosses ond not in the workers’
interests.

“Events will convince the workers in
this country as in other countries that
their salvation lies in unity and it is our
duty to bring the knowledge home to
our fellow-workers.

“We are determined to corry on a
struggle against the policy of racial dis-
crimination ond to work for the achie-
vement of a single trade union orgo-
nisation embracing all sections of the
working class.”

A New Dimension

The founders of SACTU, most of them
workers who hod fought so heroically
for unity the pievious October, carried
the trade union movement into a new
dimension. In the preamble to its Con-
stitution SACTU announced:

“The future of the people of South
Africa is in the hands of the workers.
Only the working class, in alliance with
other progressively minded sections of
the community can build a happy life
for all South Africans, free from un-
employment, insecurity, poverty, racial
hatred and oppression — a life of vast
opportunities for all.

“But the working class can only suc-
ceed in this great and noble endea-
vour if it itself is united and strongly
conscious of its inspiring responsibility.
The workers of South Africa need o
united trade union movement in which
all sections of the working class can
play their part, unhindered by preju-
dice or racial discrimination. Only such
o truly united working closs con serve
effectively the interests of the workers
= their immediate interests, higher
woges and better conditions of life and

labour as well as the ultimate objec
tive of complete emancipation.”

The workers of South Africo were being
called upon to fulfill their historic role;
to become the spearhead in the
struggle for national liberation. The
founders of SACTU realised that trade
union rights, improved poy ond condi-
tions are not won in @ vacuum, and
that the slogon of “no politics in the
trade union movement” which the white
trade unions had tried so hard to
foster, has no relation to the realities
of life oand the struggle for freedom.
They realised that starvotion waoges,
pass lows, the migratory lobour system
and all punitive laws, enmeshed and
enslaved all the non-white people.

SACTU's inougural Conference was o
watershed in South African history.
Here o handful of workers announced
their intention of organising the ensla-
ved workers in the mines, dodks, roil-
ways and on the farms, as well as in
every foctory and in every workshop.
They announced, in fact, their inten-
tion to attack ond bring down the
bastion of white supremacy.

This intention was emphasised at
SACTU's First Annual National Confe-
rence in 1956, when the following reso-
lution was unanimously adopted:

“SACTU is conscious of the fact that
the organising of the mass of the wor-
kers for higher wages, better conditions
of life and labour is inextricably bound
up with a determined struggle for poli-
tical rights and liberation from all
oppressive laws and proctices. It fol-
lows that o mere struggle for the eco-
nomic rights of the workers without
participation would condemn the trode
union movement to uselessness and to
a betrayal of the interests of the wor-
kers.”

From its inception, no SACTU meeting
nor a meeting of an aoffiliated trade
union toock place without the presence
of armed police and ploin clothes de-
tectives. A massive Government com-
paign was launched to infiltrate SACTU
with paoid informers, spies ond splitters.
Yet when SACTU was forced to hold
its 10th Anual National Conference in
secret, the Security Police were unable
to find out where it was being held.

SACTU established Local Committees
in all the main centres of South Africa
and through them compaigned on
every possible level; not only by orgo-
nising workers, but by serving demands
on employers, both provincial and no-
tional. Its protests, demonstrations and
strike octions could not be ignored by
the newspapers and SACTU became o
recognised force. During the 1960
State of Emergency ofter the Sharpe-
ville Massacre, with most of its leader-
ship in gaool, the acting SACTU Natio-
nal Executive Committee served de-
mands on employers in all major indu-
stries for a national minimum wage of
£1 a day and correctly pointed out that
the unrest in the country was due to
the policies of Aportheid, the starva-



Stephen Diamini — President Generol of
SACTU - bonished to o reserve after com-
pletion of a six yeor prison sentence

tion wages ond the deniol of trode
union and democratic rights.

The National Executive Committee also
published “"Workers Unity”, a lively
trade union journal.

The £ 1 o day Campaign

The campaign for £1 a doy ond o notio-
nal minimum woge wos denounced in
1957 by the Government, employers
and the press as “irresponsible” and
“frivolous”. Yet so greot wos the pres-
sure by SACTU and its offilioted
Unions thot by 1963 the oll-white Par-
lioment was forced to debote the de-

Combined with
the £1 a Day
Compaign was
the Anti-Pass
Compaign. Here
workers are seen
carrying loods =
of passes for
a grand

'‘bonfire’

mand. The demand was rej . but
in 1964, ot o public meeting the Chair-
man of the Wage Boord stoted thot the
Cabinet haod consulted him the pre-
vious year and it waos on his advice,
as a conservative economist. that it
had been turned down. So close had
SACTU been to wvictory!l That same
year. Anton Rupert, the tobocco king
of South Africa, controller of an inter-
national tobacco empire, boasted thaot
he was paying his employees £1 o day
and posed as an enlightened and pro-
gressive employer. Other employers
had round table discussions with
SACTU National and Local Committees
ond conceded the justness of the
cloim for £1 per day. In a bus strike
in Port Elizabeth in 1961, the Mayor
and members of the City Council,
together with representotives of com-
merce and industry, settled the dispute
directly with the workers and SACTU
representatives, ignoring aoll Govern-
ment machinery set up in terms of the
settlement of Disputes Act. The wor-
kers won increased woges in excess
of £1 a doy. These same workers were
to pay o heavy penalty for their vic-
tory, as they were arrested 3', yeaors
later and sentenced to imprisonment
on the grounds that having token part
in the strike they had furthered the
aims of the Africol National Congress
which had been banned in 1960.

For these actions the South African Go-
vernment retalioted by banning, arrest-
ing. detaining and removing from their
offices the officials of SACTU ond its
offilioted trode unions. The offices of
SACTU in Durbon, Port Elizabeth,
Cape Town, Kimberley ond Johannes-
burg were roided several times by the
Special Branch (Security Police). When
found in the offices of SACTU by the
Special Branch, workers were loter
interrogoted ond reported to their

Silly Nair - Motal Regional Secretary of
SACTU. Serving 20 years on Robben Islond

employers so that the employers could
sack them from their jobs, as ogitators.
Londlords were also threatened against
allowing SACTU to have its offices on
their premises. These ond other me-
thods used by the government, through
their police, rendered SACTU ineffec-
tive. SACTU concentrated mostly on
foctory committees, which still exist
even today.

The South Africon Congress of Trade
Unions occepts all workers, irrespec-
tive of race, colour or creed. From its
inception it has demanded the aboli-
tion of the Pass Lows, or Reference
Book system, which in effect control the
African workers from the crodle to the
grave.
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LABOUR

Slave Labour Centres

The Labour pool in the rural areas and reserves, which
can easily be drafted into the urban areas if necessary,
reinforces the limitations on African trade union
activity. These labourers are often used to replace
workers who defy the law by striking. This happened

in the case of the Durban dodk strike in 1969.

The ‘pass laws', which closely control the movement of Afri-
cans in and out of the urban areas, act as an additional
sanction against African trade union militancy. Because of
the pass laws, it is risky for Africoans to move between jobs.
If unemployed, they foce ‘endorsement out’ of the urban
areq, through the labour bureoux., They tend to treat all
Africans as unskiled. The way in which these labour bu-
reaux operate was clearly set out by the Department of
Bantu Administration:

“By means of the lobour bureaux system the demand for
labour insofar as it affects urban and rural areas is corre-
loted with the supply by orderly conalisation. In this con-
nection an obligation rests on every employer to report his
vacancies to the appropriote labour bureau and not to
employ any Bantu unless he is in possession of a reference
book (the pass) which has been signed off by his previous
employer and which indicates that he is authorised to re-
main in that particular area and work there . . . The control
resulting from the lobour bureaux system makes it possible
to combat the following undesirable conditions in the inter-
ests of employer as well as employee: uneven distribution
of labour; unemployment at some places and shortoges
elsewhere; squatter conditions; poor health conditions be-
cause of housing shortages and social evils.”” (Report R. P.
18/1967. p. 5).

At first, when the bureocux were set up in 1949 they were
operated voluntarily by local authorities but three years
later a stotutory system was introduced. This — Act No. 54 -
was the same law which ruled that Africans — with o few
exceptions — could not remain in an urban area for more
than 72 hours without permission. The system was made
tighter in later years, particularly after the Bantu Labour
Act of 1964; in the urban areas not simply work-seekers
but oll male, healthy, non-student Africans between the
ages of 15 and 65 had to be registered with a lobour bu-
reaux.

During the first year of operation of labour bureaux, per-
20

L
. r.
F
W,
\
i

, |

A

mission to enter Johannesburg, to take just one example,
was refused to more than 71,000 Africans. By 1970 the total
number of workers registered with labour bureaux in urban
and rural oreas was 3,5 million. The department of Bantu
Administration has thus been able to claim: ‘The labour
shortage problem in the rural areas hos been reduced to
a minimum. It is also significant thot the greotest contri-
bution of the labour bureaux in supplying agricultural la-
bour was drawn from the urbon areas and not from the
Bantu areas.’

Removing ‘Idle Natives'

The power of labour bureaux is far-reaching, In 1964 under
this system almost 100,000 Africons, or about 10 per cent
of those dealt with by the burecux, were endorsed out of
the major urban areas. With the extension of labour bu-
reaux control over the alloecation of African labour, num-
bers endorsed out naturally declined. They numbered
40,000 in 1970.

Indeed ,one of the purposes of the system is, in the words
of the Native Affairs Commission, to 'facilitate the removal
of idle and undesirable naotives’.

In industries with a white trade union, minimum wages are
set by industriol councils, and in those without one, by the
government Wage Board. Ne minima are set in domestic
service, agriculture, or mining. Industrial councils include
representatives of the employers and white employees, but
not Africans, and set wages and conditions of work for the
whole industry, including the African labour force. A white
trade union council official explained: 'Usually there is an
off-the-cuff handout for the white worker, and human na-
ture being whaot it is, the unions have to put the interests
of members first." (Rand Daily Mail, 14 March 1969,)

White officials from the Department of Bantu Administra-
tion sit in on industrial council meetings simply to prevent
the rate for African workers being set so low as to be con-
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ducive to African unrest. Government intervention here
tokes the form of refusing to give legal effect to industrial
council agreements. The fact that the government regularly
exercises these powers is an indication of just how weak
the position of the Africans is under apartheid.

In nen-unionised industries the government directly sets the
minimum rates through Wage Board determinations. These
also provide the basis for the minima set in the industrial
council ogreements for African workers. This is because the
government will normally intervene if the minimum set in
a council ogreement is lower than that which would be set
by a woge board determination. In 1972 determinations
offected approximately 300,000 Africon workers, industrial
council agreements 540,000 African workers. Therefore in
the unionised aond the non-unionised industries the pro-
tection of African interests hos become the responsibility
of the government. Effectively, only the government can
intervene to set rates above the poverty datum line.

Barriers to Promotion

In 1972, in an interview with the Financial Mail, the chair-
man of the Wage Boord, Mr. Hugh Tindale, indicoted the
government's opproach to minimum wagesetting at thot
time. He argued thot it wos the function of the Board to
protect unorganised workers, but it was 'beyond its scope
deliberately to roise their stondord of living by making
constantly higher determinations’. He also said that the
Board was worried about ‘creating still further unemploy-
ment among urban Africans through excessive determina-
tions’ (SAIRR Survey, 1972, p. 242). In foct it is possible to
show that official wage-setting policy has not only been
determined by economic considerations (the need to com-
bat inflation, fear of driving weaker firms out of business,
or cousing unemployment), but has olso responded to
large-scale Africon unrest.

For example, during the wave of disturbonces between
1957 and 1962 that followed the possoge of mojor apaort-

heid legislation in the mid-fifties, minimum wages rose dra-
matically though the economy was in the doldrums. In
1960 clone, the year of the massacre at Sharpeville, 19 mi-
nimum wage determinations were maode, os many as were
made in the whole period of economic expansion, 1950 to
1955,

There are direct legislative barriers on the promotion of
African workers. The industrial colour bar in its narrow
sense applies only to mining and building.

It places on absolute prohibition upon the promotion of
non-whites in the mines, though it is being eroded in the
building industry. Job reservation is the system under which
certain mainly semi-skilled jobs ore preserved for whites.
Exemptions to its provisions are in practice easily negotio-
ted but can be revoked at any time. The effect is that in
many jobs, non-whites ore employed only by permission of
the government. It becomes less worthwhile to train non-
whites.

In 1969 approximately 200,000 non-white workers fell
within the provisions of job reservation. Under the Appren-
ticeship Act, no one is legally allowed to be indentured es
an apprentice if, as the Act puts it, ‘it is not in the inter-
ests of the person, toking into account the ‘possibility of his
finding o position on qualification’. Since most industrial
council ogreements permit only registered trode union
members to proctice skilled trodes and Africans are legally
debarred from joining registered unions, this provision
acts as a bor to Africans being employed in jobs requiring
an apprenticeship. Coloureds and Asians can be apprenti-
ced if they meet the relatively stiff schooling requirements,
if they can find white craftsmen to train them, and if their
application for training is accepted by the relevant (white)
Apprenticeship Committee. A pointed example of the effects
of these lows is thot out of the more than 25,000 fitters and
turners shown in the 1980 census (the latest available), only
200 were Coloured and 62 Asion. No extractable figures
were given for Africans.”
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U.5. BRIIKS
BALR
APARTHEID

The American Committee on Africa released materials do-
cumenting $215 million of loans maode available to South
Africa. The European American Banking Cerporation of
New York wos nomed as the orgonizer of several loons
which have provided substantial credits for the Government
of South Africa.

Confidentiol documents from within the European Americon
Bank outlined the detoils of these loans. Over forty banks
in the U.S5.A., Conada, Britain, France, and Heolland par-
ticipoted in funding the loans. Among the major Americon
banks involved were Wells Forgo Bonk (MN.A.), Republic
National Bank of Dallas, First Isroel Bonk ond Trust Com-
pany of N.Y., First Notional Bank of Louisville, Maryland
MNational Bank, United Virginia Bank, Central National
Bank in Chicogo, City National Bank of Detroit ond Wadho-
vio Bank and Trust Company.

The American Committee on Africa released the materials
in conjunction with the Southern African Commitee, Africo
Information Service, and the Council for Christian Social
Action of the United Church of Christ, all groups octively
involved in opposing apartheid. Opposition hos been gro-
wing in the U.S5.A. to U.S. business involvement in South
Africa, especially in the black community, churches, univer-
sities ond unions. The bonks involved will invariobly foce
censure from many of these groups for these loans.

The relevant documents showed that o large number of the
banks desired to keep the foct of their participation out of
the public eye. Desiring to remain anonymous as “undisclo-
sed participants” in the loans were Wells Fargo Bonk
(N. A.), Central National Bank in Chicago, Merchants Na-
tional Bonk and Trust Co. of Indionapelis and the City
Mational Bank of Detroit. Public opposition in the midsixties
to bank loans to South Africo moy have been responsible
for this desire for confidentiality.

The information released detoiled five major transactions.
Loans were orronged for the South African Ministry of
Finance (three loans of 350 million), the South African Go-
vernment’s lron ond Steel Corporotion (320 million), and
the public ogency, The Electiricty Supply Commission of
South Africa (330 million) as well as other smaller loans.
While the total of $215 million for five loans waos confirmed
by the confidentiol European Americon Bonk documents,
only one of the 550 million loans to the Ministry of Finonce
wos accompanied by o list of participating banks. There-
fore it is likely that other American banks are also involved
in the additional $100 million loans.

Many of the U.5. banks involved utilized their brandch offices
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in Nassau for the loans. The future application of the Bo-
hamas to the United Naotions and therefore its desire to
please independent African stotes moy create pressure in
the Bohamas ogainst these loans.

Opposition

Commenting on the bonk loons, George Houser, executive
director of the Americon Committee on Africo, said, "These
loans directly strengthen the white South Africon govern-
ment as it pursues its oppressive policy of opartheid. Such
loans bolster South Alfrica’s bolonce of poyments position,
help white South Africons become economically self-suffi-
cient ond ore on international vote of confidence in apart-
heid.”

Don Morton, stoff parson on South Africa for the Council
for Christion Social Action of the United Church of Christ,
commented, “The direct finoncial support of these banks
for racist South Africa demoands o response. We must and
we will organize broad .'..ed opposition to these loans ard
demand that they stop.”

Note:

American Banks porticipating in Loans Arranged by Euro-
pean American Bank

1. Te the South African Ministry of Finance MILLION $§
® Wells Forge Bank (N.A.), Luxembourg branch 2.0

® Central National Bank in Chicogo 1.0
® Merchants National Bank and Trust Co. of
Indianapelis, Nassau brandh 1.0

® City National Bank of Detroit, London branch 0.5
Republic National Bank of Dallas,

London branch 30
First Israel Bank and Trust Co. of N.Y.,
Nassau brandch 20
First Natignal Bank of Louisville, Louisville 20
Maryland National Bank, Nassau brandh 2.0
United Virginio Bank, Nassou brandch 20
15.5 million

(out of $50 million)

2. To the South African Iron and Steel Corporation
Wadhovia Bank and Trust Co. $20
participation in a
loan of $20 million
® Desiring to remain anonymous.



U.5. CHURCHES PLAN ACTIONS
AGRINST APARTHEID

The Church Project on U.S. Investments in Southern Alrico
- 1973, is a coalition of six Protestant denominations thot
hold stock in @ number of U.S. companies investing in
Southern Africa. Church agencies that hold stock have filed
stockholder resolutions with over o doren cerporations in
1973,

In 1972 stodkholder resolutions requesting full disclosure
of the involvement of Mobil, Goodyear, IBM and GM in
South Africo ond Gulf Qil in Angola were filed. Mobil
ogreed to voluntarily disclose this information and sent it
to all shareholders. IBM mode o similar ogreement but in
the end disclosed on inodequote omount of information.
GM ond Gulf, ofter o proxy contest, finolly disclosed doto
olong the some lines. Goodyear stolwartly refused to pro-
vide any information.

This year an updated version of the disclosure resolution
will be filed with eleven corporations. The resolution and
the filers follow.

Stoandard Resolution

WHEREAS the increosing involvement of United Stotes bu-
siness corporotions in the Republic of South Alfrico is o
matter of growing public concern, due to the denial of
basic human rights to the majority population,

WHEREAS specific informotion is vital for stockholders to
moke on informed decision obout this Corporaotion’s invol-
vement in South Africg,

WHEREAS it is the right of o stodkholder to hove access
to non-competitive information about the Corporotion’s bu-
siness,

THEREFORE., BE IT RESOLVED thot the shareholders re-
quest the Boord of Directors to provide o full, written report
to the shoreholders within four months of the dote of the

1973 onnuol meeting on the involvement of the Corporo-
tion in the Republic of South Africo . . .

The Componies on whom this resolution woas filed are the

rollowing: -

® Internctional Business Machines — Domestic and Foreign

Missionaory Society of the Protestont Episcopal Church in

the United Stotes of America (8.496 shores, approximate

value 33,275,208)

® Xerox Corporation — Americon Baptist Home Mission So-

cieties (9,000 shares, opproximate value $1,300,000)

® First National City Bank - The American Baptist Board of

Education and Publication (3,428 shares, approximate va-

lue $240,000)

® Minnesota Mining and Manufacturing Company - Nao-

tional Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. (1,000

shores, opproximote value $84,750)

® General Electric Company® - Board of Christion Educa-

tion of the United Presbyterion Church U.S5.A. (400 shares,

approximate value 328,400)

® Burroughs Corporation - Commission on Ecumenical

Mission and Relations of the United Presbyterian Church

USA (4,400 shares, approximote value $946,000)

® |nternational Telephone & Telegraph Corporation — Com-

mission on Ecumenical Mission and Relations of the United

Presbyterion Church U.5.A. (B000 shares, approximate vo-

lue $4467,000)

® Chrysler Corporation — Board of Notionol Missions, Uni-

ted Presbyterion Church U.5.A. (31,845 shores, approxi-

mote volue $1,256,000)

® Caterpillar Tractor Company - Women's Division, Board

of Global Ministries, the United Methodist Church (8,000

shores, opproximote volue $544,000).

® Texoco - World Division, Boord of Global Ministries, the

United Methodist Church (24,574 shares, opproximate volue

$940,000)

® Eastmon Kodok - World Division, Board of Global Mini-

stries, the United Methodist Church (19.496 shares, appro-

ximate value $2,875.000).

* A slightly different version of this resolution and stote-
ment hos been filed with GE.
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BARGLAYS BAN
AND ITS OPERA
IN SOUTHERN AFRIG

For some years Barclays Bank has been one
of the main targets of the campaign against British firms

which operate in Southern Africa.

Barclays Bonk is the biggest bank in
South Africa and has large interests
in Namibia (South West Africa), Rho-
desio (Zimbobwe), Angola and Mo-
zambique. In 1971 Barcloys South

Africon subsidiary's paid-up copital
ond reserves were oapproximotely
£42.5 million. In 1971 Barclays had
over 855 offices in South Africa and
Namibia. Barclays has been in South
African since 1925 when it took over
the National Bank, which was founded
in the Transvoal Republic under char-
ter from President Kruger in the 1890s.
In 1972, the first year for which Barc-
lays has disclosed separate profit fi-
gures, its earnings in South Africa
were £6.7 million.

Barclays "Neutrality”
Barclays Chairman hos said that
Barclays is politically ‘neutral’ and

that its presence in South Africa no
more implies support for South Afri-
can government policies than its ope-
rations in Britain mean that it supports
the government of the doy there. But
a look at the way Barclays operates
in South Africa shows how it directly
implements apartheid policies.

In September 1971, in response to the
compaign ogainst its South African
involvement, Barcloys announced that
it would pay equal rotes for qual work
to black ond white clerical workers.

In foct Barcloys employs very few
blacks as clerical workers — less than
200 out of o total work-force of about
9000, - Those that it does employ are
all recent recruits ot the bottom of the
salary scole, so it is unlikely that equal
pay will moke much difference to the

differential between the averoge wage
for black and white. In the banking
sector as a whole in 1970 averoge
earnings for whites were almost £210
a month ond for blacks £47 a month.
Barcloys black clerical employees al-
most all work in ‘black’ areas. The
Coloureds and Indions work in two
Indian oreas in Durban and in
Athlone, a Coloured area in Cape
Town. The Africans work in the 'home-
lands' and in Dube and Soweto, Afri-
can townships near Johannesburg.

Racially Segregated

In the cose of one bladk teller, Johan-
nes Noge, whom the Bank did post in
1971 to o bank in Johanesburg City
Centre — a 'white’ area - it climbed
down when foced with enguiries from
the Department of Laobour. After the
branch was visited by a Department of
Lobour Inspector a Barclays spokes-
man exploined that Mr. Noge had
been oppointed to the branch to serve
its black customers: the bank employed
a white commissionaire to direct black
customers to Mr. Noge's counter. He
said that Mr. Noge was provided with
separate washing and toilet facilities.
Loter Mr. Noge was moved to o spe-
cially built cubicle 20 poces away
from the nearest white teller and
partly hidden behind o wall. The spo-
kesman said that it employed 11 Afri-
cans in similar circumstances.

Entronces and counters ot Barcloys
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South African branches are racially
segregated - Sir Frederic Seebohm,
Barclays DCO's then chairman, admit-
ted this at the Bank's 1971 Annual Ge-
neral Meeting. When Rev, David Head,
then General Secretary of the SCM,
visited a Barclays branch at Umtata,
capital of the Transkei, in 1970 he
found that "bladk customers, suppo-
sedly ot home in their own area, were
served apart, two steps down."
Barclays 1971 booklet “Emigrating to
South Africa” recounts the official
South African Government view of
. South African history. It repeats the
South African government's assertion
that 45 °y of the most fertile land is
located in the 'Bantu homelands’.
There is no mention of the foct that
these comprise only 13 % of the total
area of South Africa.

In 1971 Barcloys DCO changed its
name to Barclays International and
Barclays bought out shareholders in
Barclays Bank DCO so that Barclays
International became a wholly-owned

subsidiary.

Huge Profits

At the same time it hived off its ope-
rations in South Africa to a separate
wholly-owned subsidiary, Barclays No-
tional Bank. The reason behind this
was so that Barcloys could eventually
offer shares in its South African ope-
rotions on the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange and comply with the recom-
mendation of the Fronszen Commis-
sion which enquired into the octivities
of foreign banks in South Africa, that
foreign banks should take local capi-

tal into partnership. In March 1973
Barclays MNational made its first share
offer of 5 million shares on the Johan-
nesburg Stock Exchange.

The effect of this is that Barclays will
continue to drow profits from its mao-
jority shareholding in Barclays Natio-
nal, but will progressively hand over
control to South African investors. It
maokes nonsense of the statement of
Barclays International’'s Chairman, Mr.
A. F. Tuke, quoted in Barclays Bank's
1972 Annual Report, that the justifico-
tion for Barclays refusing to withdraw
from South Africa is thaot "Barclays,
who are recognised as a liberal and
international organisation would have
given way to a South African owned
company possibly with a narrower out-
look."

Barclays assisted in finoncing the Ca-
bora Bassa Dam through credit to
contractors during its crucial early
phase up till the beginning of 1972,
The purpose of the Cobora Baosso
scheme is to create o densely settled
white populated area in the strotegi-
cally vital Tete province of Mozam-
bique and to halt the advance of the
Mozambique liberation movement
FRELIMO. Among Barclays customers
ore some of the biggest South African
mining and monufacturing companies.
Anglo-American Corporation, African
Oxygen, Leyland Motor Corporation,
Associated Engineering etc. Anglo-
American is the central firm of the
ZAMCO consortium, based in South
Africa, which is building the Cabora
Bassa Dam.

In Rhodesia (Zimbaobwe)Barclays has

WHAT DO BLACK SOUTH AFRICANS SAY?

“The economic boycott of South
Africa will entail undoubted hardship
for Africans. We do not doubt that. But
if it is a method which shortens the day
of bloodshed, the suffering to us will
be a price we are willing to pay. In any

case, we suffer already, our children are
often undernourished, and on a small
scale (as yet) we die at the whim of a

= ¥

policeman.

continued to operate since UDI. Its
Rhodesian Board includes Sir Frederick
Crawford whose passport was confis-
coted by the British Government on the
grounds that he was one of the Smith
regime’s ‘active supporters’. Barclays
has also follen under suspicion of
helping illegally to transfer money
from Rhodesia to Britain via South
Africa.

The extent of opposition to Barclays
role in Southern Africa hos forced
Barclays to spend quite a lot of time
defending itself. It efforts to do so are -
one of the most telling indictments
against it, including a long statement
ot Barclays DCO's 1971 annual share-
holders meeting in which Sir Frederick
Seebochm attacked the campaign
against Barclays operations in Sou-
thern Africa and said it was being
run by groups “bent on destroying our

society’’.

‘I have come to New Zealand to ask you to

— Chief Albert J. Luthuli

isolate South Africa in all ways — economic-
ally, in culture and in sport. True, my people
will suffer too, but we are suffering now. We
would rather suffer for something, our
freedom, than for nothing, as we are now.’

= John Gaetsewe
South African Congress
of Trade Unions



For 11 years Mrs, Lilian Ngoyi, President of the African Na-
tional Congress Women's League until it was banned, was
confined to o ghetto-suburb of Johannesburg. Now, after
4018 days of restriction to Orlando Township, her banning
order has been lifted. For the first time in 11 years, journa-
lists were allowed to interview her and publish what she
said. We reprint below an interview Lilian gave to a Drum
Magazine reporter. '

During her time Mrs. Lilion Ngoyi, former president of the
A.N.C. Women's League ond olso president of the bon-
crippled Federation of South African Women, was an above
overage singer ond doncer. She still loves music. But the
sweetest sounds she hoas heord for o long time were not
from Not King Cole or Ello Fitzgerald. They came from the
most unlikely source - the voice of an 5.B. cop who called
at her home.

“Your bonning order expires today at midnight. You are
free. You con go wherever you like”, the cop said.

This wos indeed sweet music to the eors of Mrs. Ngoyi who
for 11 yeors has been confined to the dusty streets of Or-
lando. “This is the best present | could ever wish for”,
o beaming Mrs. Ngoyi said as she welcomed Drum to her
municipal semi-detaoched house. “It has been quite o strain
but | willed myself to stick it out. | wish my mother, who died
in 1970, was still alive to share my happiness. Through many
years she was the pillor of my strength”, Mrs. Ngoyi odded.
“I had to give up my trade union job and do dressmaking
at home but the 5.B. scared my customers away. They
would come in ot all times and start asking for passes ond
asking o lot of questions. 5o, many people decided to keep
oway from my. ploce. | must soy | have had o tough time,
but my spirits hove not been dampened”, said a happy
1 Mrs. Ngoyi who did not show any signs of strain.

What are her plans?

“If | hod the money | would buy a tourist ticket and trovel
all over my beoutiful country and see all the things and
people | have been missing for 11 years”, she said.

Maybe it was tolking obout people she hod been missing
thot reminded her doughter. | got a call at work today.
| Uncle in Pretorio is sending o cor to come and fetch you
tomorrow”’, Edith her doughter chipped in. “Maybe you
| people don't know my mother like | know her. She is rest-
| less, alwoys on the go, full of vim and always wanting to
| meet and tolk to people. For a person like her the ban
must have been o blow. Like clipping the wings of a bird
and putting it in o coge.”

How did Mrs. Ngoyi's restlessness start?
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Lilian Ngoyi (centre) together with Dorothy Nyembe leoding a de-
monstration of women in Natal during the late 503

Church Unconcerned

“l wds o very stounch member of the church. But what wor-
ried me was that the church was not concerned with our
problems. Then in 1952 come the Defionce Campaign.

"l saw boys hop into police vans volunteering to go to jail
to fight unjust lows. | was moved by the spectacle, and by
the dedication of these youngsters.

“l was so moved | decided to join the Women's League of
the ANC at Orlando and with others we defied at the Post
Office. After appearing four times in court we were dis-
charged.” she soid. So began the eventful political career
of Mrs, Lilion Mgoyi. The energetic, eloquent Mrs. Ngoyi
worked with such devotion for the ANC thot o yeor after she
hod joined even old members conceded that she take up
the chair of president of the Women's League. In 1954 she
was also elected president of the Federation of South Afri-
can Women, o body that was not banned, but hod to dis-
bond after the leaders had been banned.

In 1955 Mrs. Ngoyi wos o delegote ot the Congress of the
Federation of World Mothers in Switzerland. "The theme of
the Congress was “"No More War'. As a mother | still believe
thot there should be no more war, | have seen its horrors.
Like when | was invited to Germany.

“| visited the Buchenwald concentration camp. It was there
where | sow how man can sink to the lowest depths, and
at the same time rise to the noblest heights. First | was
shown the horrible gas chambers. | was shown a lampshade
made out of human skin by the wife of the commandant in
charge of the camp. | just could not believe it.

"But what saved my doy wos when | was shown how and
where other prisoners saved the life of a 14-year old boy.
The boy's mother ond father had already been gassed. The



prisoners hid the boy under hay and socrificed their meagre
rations to see thot he was well-fed. The warders never came
to know the presence of the boy and when the war ended
he waos saved. It is incidents like this which restore one's
faith in mankind. | always think of these great prisoners who
died whenever | om in difficulties, and then my troubles
seem smaller than | hod imogined,” she said. Well, when
it comes to trouble, Mrs. Ngoyi has had her fair share.
During the stote of emergency she was detained for five
months. "Funnily enough | didn't feel like o prisoner.
| always felt that | had done nothing morally wrong and thot
in the end, right would prevail. It did, though it took five
horrible months,” she said.

Worst Experience

“My worst experience, however, was when | was detoined
under the 90-Days Act. | was detained in solitary confine-
ment for 71 days. It is an experience | shall never forget.
“While detoined my health deteriorated so much that one
day | fainted. | just collopsed. For a moment | thought the
end had come, but somehow | pulled through.” She flashed
another smile ot us.

Cried I:n. Moscow

The well- travelled Mrs. Ngoyi says her visit to China stands

out most vivid in her memory. "A very old man come up to
me. He pulled me away from our group and showed me o
piece of lond. "You see thot patch there? Since we got libe-
roted it produces crops five times more that it used to. 5o
it is not only the people that are free, even the land is free,’
the old mon told me.”

She said thot on a visit to the Soviet Union she insisted on
seeing the University of Moscow. “| was keen to compare
it with the kind of education our children get. And was
| surprised] The buildings ore beoutiful and the swimming
pools are weather-conditioned. Eoch student has o tele-
phone in his or her room,

“Another thing thot greatly impressed me there was that
everybedy, young and old, is forced to read for 30 minutes
every day. | was treoted so well thot | cried. -

"l cried becouse, | thought to myself, here are complete
strongers giving me royal treotment. Why con | not be de-
cently treoted ot home? | will always remember their hospi-
tality,” she said.

The irony wos that Mrs. Ngoyi returned from the Soviet
Union ofter the V.I.P, treatment to be bundled into jail for
High Treason, | was among the last group to be dischar-
ged. Although the trial took long and we were worried about
the outcome | made mony dear and lasting friendships,”
she saoid.

Has she any fears of another banning order being slopped
on’ her? “Anything con happen. | am always prepored, like
| hove been in the post, ond if it does happen | will take it
in my stride. | think | have already been schooled in weather-
ing storms. .

“¥ou con tell my friends oll over the world that this girl is
still her old self, if not more mature after all the experiences.
| am looking forward to the day when my children will share
in the wealth of our lovely South Africa.

“l om glod that now all is over and it only the memories,
bitter and sweet, that remain,” Mrs. Ngoyi said, standing up
while tolking os though remembering the old doys when
she used to oddress meetings ot Freedom Square, Trodes
Hall and other places.

"l just proy thot | be left in peoce now, ond that my child-
ren's friends con visit them without feor. | intend to use my
nm ocquired poartiol fredom to the best of my ability.” she
s . .

SART: Stop the
Apartheid
Rugby Tour

Press Stotement on the Proposed British Rugby Team
of South Africa

The vicious policy of apartheid racism is firmly entren-
ched in all areas of South Africon society, including
the national sports of cricket and rugby. All internatio-
nal sports bodies forbid rocism, and racial discrimina-
tion is of course totally opposed to oll ideals of fair-
play. Sport does not lend itself to such an inhuman
policy and nearly all the countries in the world have
refused to play with racist teams. Britain is one of the
few exceptions.
At the meeting of the International Cricket Confe-
rence recently, South Africa was excluded from inter-
national cricket. The cancellation of the British Lions
rugby tour to South Africa in May next yeor, would
leave the rocist South African sportsmen isolated.
This would force changes in the present repressive
system.
The British Lions Tour is of special significonce for
another reason; the Lions are scheduled to ploy
against 3 different South African teams (bladk, white
and coloured). This would serve to consclidote the
apartheid policy, a stote of affairs that should be ana-
thema to all true sportsmen.
We believe that the majority of people in Britain will
be opposed to a tour under these conditions and ex-
pect massive support for our compaign. The first
phase of the campaign will be an information service
to educate the public; followed by the setting up of
local groups, particularly in the rugby areas. The
second stage will be negotiation with national unions,
clubs, players and officials to persuade them to refuse
support for the tour -~ this will include o delegation
to Mr. Albert Agar, Secretary of the Home Counties
Rugby Union. The third stage will be leafletting, plo-
cords, pickets ond protests ot various ploces. Among
the supporting and sponsoring bodies at this stoge
are the Anti-Apartheid Movement, Irish Anti-Apart-
heid Movement, African National Congress, South
Africon MNon-Rociol Olympic Committee, National
Union of Students, Student Christion Movement, Cao-
tholic Institute for Internotional Relations, Young
Communists, Young Liberals and Young Socialists.
Sports bodies, trade unions and churches will be soli-
cited for support. MPs sympathetic to our couse will
lobby in the Commons, and similarly, Peers in the
Lords.
Sports compaigns have been the most successful
attacks on the apaortheid regime and SART has on its
committee members who are well known for their
efforts to eliminate rocism in sport. All interested indi-
viduals and organisations are invited to contact us
for further infermation and help in estoblishing lecal
groups.
Chairman: Ron Taylor.
Vice Chairman and Press Officer: Peter Hain.
Secretary: Julion Brutus, 18 Hilton Avenue, N. 12
Telephone :01-445 6109




VORSTER’S GEOC

The South African Prime Minister, Vorster,
said in Parliament that, if he were to
wake up one morning and find himself
@ black man, the only major difference
would be geogrophical. Drum magazine
in Johannesburg thought more was invol-
ved in being black in South Africa and,
to make the point, published a series of
photographs putting Vorster in typically

GOOD MORMNING
Mr. Vorster were black
ns day might well start

ercrowwd e ot

black situations. Severai Nationalists ob-
jected to the photographs ond said they
were an insult to the Prime Minister.
Drum’s editor denied any insult: “All we
wanted to do was to show that geogra-
phic differences were not the only diffe-
rences between blacks and whites in
South Africa”.

These are some of the photographs.




ON THE JOB

and digging up a bit
of South Africa’s
geography. Mo-one
sugoests a labourer
should get  any
where near the
same pay as a Prime
Minister, but it's a
bit  tough when
Your wages are be
low the breadline

OFF TOWORK .....standing
in |long queuss, SOQueRzing
into overcrowded trains —
it'sa bit different from going
to waork in the back of a
spacious, - air-conditioned
Cadillac

SUNDOWNER
the day's over and
its time for a

soothing drink

And by the time

you've stoodd i oa

- long queus at your

OH OH! pass | i ' beerhall and

feft at home. Make =
sure there's no pass
hunting cop
around the corner
It's not quite the
same as being salut
ed and bowed to by
men  in uniform
wherever you go.

f " oF

struggled to find a
seat on a hard
bench, you need it
it's a far cry from
the site-and-service
vou get and The
Carlton — and we
don’t mean geo
graphically




A Personal Testimony

.~ (Mrs. Florence Majola, a former exe-
cutive member of the Federation of
South African Women, was for 10 years
hoeunded and harrassed by the South
African Security Police for her involve-
ment in this women's organisation and
for her political views. She sent this
testimony to the 302nd meeting of the
Adhoc Working Group of Experts of
the U.N. Human Rights Commission.)

The Plight of Africans
in South Africa

Africans are being uprooted from
urban areas, irrespective of whether
they are born there or not. This means
even depriving them of the ownership
of their houses, which they have
bought. After the death of the hus-
band, for example, his widow cannot
own the house.

Africans are being endorsed out, in
their hundreds every day, to far-flung
camps where they conveniently provide
cheap lobour (or even free lobour) for
the white farmers. Children born in
towns but who do not have a birth cer-
" tificate, ore denied reference books
and are therefore endorsed out to the
rural areas to provide future cheap
labour.

In 1968, the entire population of the
Shangoon tribe from the Vendo areas
was removed to their so-called home-
land. Their belongings were loaded
onto trucks and they were dumped in
o lion-infested open veld. Some people
died of cold and some were killed by
lions. When the menfolk working in the
towns heard about the plight of their
fomilies, they left their jobs and joined
their people to help resettle them.
Some of the men found their families
camping in the open veld, with the
wreckage of their belongings strewn
about them. No shadcs or even tents
had been provided for these people,
they lived under trees until they them-
selves put up some grass huts. The
authorities had obviously felt that os
these people were being moved to o
remote and isolated area of the Trans-
vaal lowveld, there was no need for the
token provision of even the crudest
temporary shelter — no one in the out-
side world would know about it.

Even in other areas where temporary
shelter is provided there are usually
no schools and clinics, no water supply
or work opportunities. The old and in-
firm ore removed from the so-called
white aoreas because they are no lon-
ger useful to serve the white commu-
nity. Those who are said to qualify for
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old age pensions get R7.00 (obout $8)
every alternate month.

Removals of Africans from their homes
in the urban areas to the government
resettlement is the order of the . day.
The land they are ‘‘resettled” on is di-
vided into small plots irrespective of
the size of the family. Livestock is limi-
ted and heavy toxotion is enforced. The
areas allocated for resettlement are
always barren, stony and sandy ploces.
This is the plight of our people in South
Africa.

My Personal Experience

| become involved in politics in 1960.
From that year onwards | became a
target for harrassement by the Secu-
rity Police, both at home and at work.
My employers odopted a threotening

attitude towards me for no tangible .

reasons as far as my work was concer-
ned. On June 30th in 1963, ot 8 p.m.,
my house was surrounded by Security
Police, each knodking ot windows and
doors. My husband opened the door,
and in rushed four policemen, two
whites and two blocks, who demanded
to know where Mr. Sisulu was (Walter
Sisulu is a prominent leader of the
African National Congress who is now
serving a life sentence on Robben
Island.) They started searching for
what they termed “"communist” corres-
pondence and mogozines. At the end
of the search they got my six-year old
daughter and searched under her arm-
pits and in her panties for any hidden
documents. They took my husband for
detention and left the house with a
magazine of the Federation of South
African Women ond a few personal
letters from friends outside South
Africa. From then on they checked on
me regularly, ot least once a month, at
any time of the day or night.

In 1965 | wos elected to the executive
committee of the Federation of South
African Women, and early in 1966
| took over as secretary. In March 1966
| was taken to the Greys Building (The
Security Police eHodquarters in Johan-
nesburg) for interrogation. This was
followed by many and regular interro-
gotions. On October 31st, 1966, | was
taken from my house to the Meadow-
lands Police stotion by two African de-
tectives. When | arrived, a Mr. van
Rensburg told me he was giving me
a banning order. He pushed a copy
into my honds ond started reading
from the one he had. | refused to
accept the banning order from the po-
lice station as it was addressed to me
at my house. He became furious but
| wos odamant as | knew he wanted
to avoid having 1o go the Morokao
Township where | lived. But he had to

yield ot my insistence on the correct
way of issuing the order. We drove
to my house where-the banning order
was handed to me.

Interrogations ot police headquarters,
frequent visits by security police, and
being shadowed became the order of
the day. One Monday morning in De-
cember 1968, | went as usual to report
to the police station, as | had to deo
once a week under the banning

order, The usual register was missing

ond | was made to sign o different
book. A week loter | was visited by the
Security Police who osked me why
| hadn't reported to the police the pre-
vious Monday. | told them that | haod,
explaining what hod happened, ond
they left.

On Monday 29th April, 1969, | was
picked up by the police from my house
ot 7 a.m. ond taken to the Meadow-
lands Police Stotion where | was que-
stioned on the whererabouts of my son
who had left the country o few months
previously, | denied knowledge of his
whereabouts, said he had left for
school in Swaziland and thot he hod
o valid document. At the end of this
session | was told to appear at the
Orlande Police Stotion the following
day, where | was charged with having
broken my banning order for “not re-
porting to the police” on a Monday in
December 1968. The cose dragged on
for three moths until | was found guilty
and sentenced to 12 months’ imprison-
ment, oll suspended except for four
days. | was defended by Mrs. Kuper in-
structed by Mr. Carlson. | served my
four days from 1st August, 1969,

Plight Worsened

On my discharge | began to worry
obout my suspended sentence and the
police visits were intensified to the
point where they checked on me almost
daily, at home and at work. Mr_ Swane-
poel also came to try to find out why
| was so “anti-government”, making all
kinds of offers and giving me names
of my ftellow-politicians whom he
claimed were now free and comfort-
able becaouse they had decided to
give up their struggle. This of course
was a police stunt. | told him | was
more determined than ever to fight
for my rights, since he had won others
to his side. My plight become worse as
pamphlets would be planted in my let-
ter box and seized again by the police.

In December 1969, because of police
harrassment | forgot to report to the
police one Mondoy until after B p.m.,
when | would be breaking my banning
order if | left the house. And since |
knew that this fresh charge would bring
the implementation of the suspended
sentence | decided to leave my coun-
try. On March 19th, 1970 | left and arri-
ved in Gaberones, Botswana with my
two daughters on the same day.



TR AP The Turbulent Campuses

e More Strikes on the Black Campuses
o Students expelled, banned, arrested
e Two Universities closed down

Just over o year ago the South African
Minister of Foreign AHairs, speaking
of Black student unrest, cloimed pub-
licly that "more and more” Africaons,
Coloureds and Indians were throwing
their weight behind the Stote.

This stupid boast showed either just
how ignorant the Government was on
the depth and noture of the upheaval
on the compuses or, as we believe, o
white-washing exercise to plocate the
growing horror with which the world
community is viewing events in the
country.

Whilst alivnating the entire Block
urban working class, as we have
shown in o previous article, the Go-
vernment is also alienoting o whole
new generation whilst continuing to
blome “o hondful of trouble maokers.”
At present there are ugly troubles
once again on several Black campuses
and high schools.

The pottern of legitimate discontent
leading to protest, leading to official
smothering, leading to open conflict
is all too familiar in our country. Since
Abraham Tire waos expelled from the
University of Turfloop ftor opening his
mouth in May 1972 (see Sechaba
Vol 6 No 8), there is hordly o single
Black centre of higher leorning thaot
has not had its share of conflict. Un-
rest on the Black campuses has be-
come endemic. And it will continue to
be so unless there is a rodical change

in the ottitude of the authorities to-
wards the aspirations and aims of the
Black student population.

Suspensions,
Expulsions

Suspensions, expulsions, the calling in
of the police have become almost an
instinctive response to the situation.
During last year's unrest the Coloured
University of the Western Caope locked
out all 1600 students and colled in the
security police. The Government orde-
red B00 suspensionus at twe Indian
colleges in MNatal. At the Indian Uni-
versity of Durban-Westville, o boycatt
by 650 students was followed by sus-
pensions and bannings. At the African
University of Zululond, 500 went on
strike, nine were expelled and 17 left
in sympathy. At Fort Hare, an African
college in the Eostern Cope 13 were
expelled and 35 sympathisers left the
college. Turfloop expelled 23; 250 re-
fused to re-enroll.

Meanwhile nothing is done about the
fundamental student complaint, which
is that the Government is ramming
down Bladk throats what it considers
to be good for them. Nationalist impe-
rialism and poternalism combine to
frustrate their aspirations. Nearly every

rector is a Notionalist Afrikaaner dis-
ciplinarian; Blacks have no say what-
BYear.

A SASO (South African Students Orgo-
nisation) spokesman crystalised the
resentment: “As long as the authorities
think that Bladck students are small
boys and girls whoe must be kicked
around ot will, the present situation
will always prevail.”

Present Troubles

At the time of going to press there is
widespreod unrest once ogain at some
universities and High Schools.

® The Coloured University of the We-
stern Cape (U.W.C.) is totally deserted.
® At Fort Hare o little over 200 stu-
dents out of a total of 1000 are on the
campus.

® At the Bethesda Teacher Training
College in Pietersburg, 115 students
were found guilty “of disturbing the
F'-'ﬂ“-" |
® At the Rhoda High School in Cofim-,
vaba 116 students were found guilty
following a riot.

UWC: Hamfisted Action

The University of the Western Cope
was established in 1960 to "serve the
needs of Coloured students.” The Uni-
versity has o total of 1600 students.
Yet the Governing Council is White
(except for two recently oppointed Co-
loured members), the Senote is White
(except, until recently, for Mr. Adam

Is it any wonder that unrest prevails in Black s¢hools and universities when Black children are forced to learn under conditions such o3
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Strength is Ours - soy these determined Block students

Small o Coloured lecturer), there are
19 White stolf members ond only
13 Coloured stoff members (most-of the
Coloured lecturers were oppointed
only recently), there are 19 White pro-
fessors; no Coloureds, ond the Whites
are paid more than the Coloured staff.
And the Government has the termerity
to coll it the Coloured people’s “own
university.”

Trouble ot the wuniversity begon se-
riously in Moy last year. 5o the Secwu-
rity Police were colled in. Students
started o lood boycott, so six of them
were expelled from the hostel.
Among others, Tom Swartz, the Go-
vernment-appointed Chaoirman of the
Coloured Representotive Council aosked
for o Black rector. A White Dutch Re-
tormed Church dominee, Professor
C. ). Kriel, wos oppointed.

When the students become restive the
council responded by goretting. lost
September, o long list of regulations
which prohibited: oll compus orgoni-
sations except officiolly opproved
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ones: the distribution of student jour-
nals or pomphlets; the issuing of
press stotements ond so on. At every
point ot which rector-student relations
broke down, the Security Police oppeo-
red on the scene. No one thought of
redressing the students’ grievonces.
Defiantly the students elected o new
SRC more militont than the former
one.

The Security Police intensitied their
octivities which consisted, in the main,
of haorrossment, intimidation and con-
stont interrogation,

In May this year, SRC president Henry
Issocs wos suspended but refused to
pay a R50 fine, ond was finally
suspended from the university. Loter
he was banned ond confined to Pie-
termaritzburg in Notaol.

Resign Call

The SRC suspended itsell becouse it
felt it could not function as it was not

officially recognised., ond a 10-man
oction committee waos appointed.

Prof. Kriel wos osked to resign., but
instead the police were called in again.
Lectures were boycotted, and the coun-
cil closed the university on June 12,
with the opproval of the Minister of
Coloured Affairs, Dr. Schalk van der
Merwe.

Students were told that if they want to
be reodmitted by July 15, when the
University would reopen, they would
have to give o written undertaking “to
abide by the rules and regulations.”
This noturally ongered the students.
They decided not to opply for readmis-
sion. The escolation was gathering
momentum.

In @ press interview, the Minister took
o tough line. saying that he would not
“tolerate disorder and intimidation.”
Then he had to climb down and waive
the demand for o written undertaking
of obedience from the students.

Earlier the University Council had an-
nounced the oppeointment of two multi-
racial committees to investigote stu-
dent grievances, ond to screen the
registrotion of students. Whites domi-
nated both committees, so the three
Coloured members of the second com-
mittee withdrew.

Still the situation at the university de-
teriorated. Mr. Adam Small, head of
the Department of Philosophy, senior
member of the Coloured lecturing
stolf, o noted poet ond o prominent
member of the Coloured community,
resigned from the university in protest
against the blatant discrimination and
the manner in which the students were
being treated.

The students rejected the university's
committees of inquiry into their grie-
vances and demanded o judicial com-
mission. A somewhot chastened council
backed their request to Van der Merwe,
the Minister who, however said "No."

Later, Dr. Van der Merwe had to climb
down for o second time and appoint
a judicial commission.

At the time of writing reports indicote
that the university is o deserted instit-
tion. Mr. Ruben Hare, one of the
18 student oction-committee members
suspended by the rector, in a stote-
ment said that most of the students
whoe walked out of the university were
going to toke jobs. Others would
tour South Africo to enlist support from
the community for the students’ waolk-
out and roise money for their free
university.

“As for os we ore concerned,” he soid,
"UWC no longer exists. We will con-
centrate on getting our free university
off the ground.”

—_——— e
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Free Black University

Meanwhile, spearheaded by the UWC
students, Blaock students and some
lecturers held o meeting at the Athlone
Stadium in the Cope ot which o fund
for a private Black University, free of
Government control and authoritaria-
nism was lounched. At the same meet-
ing a decision woas token to call o
“Black summit” of African, Ceoloured
aond Indian leaders in South Africa.
Such o meeting was subsequently held
and unanimously agreed to work for
the establishment of o Free Blod Uni-
versity.
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Fort Hare: Students Quit

Fort Haore, thot greaot institution which
produced such revolutionaries as Nel-
son Mandela, Govan Mbeki, Oliver
Tambo and many. many others has had
a turbulent history. But, none it
appears as turbulent os the present
one. At the time of writing a litle over
200 students out of about 1000, remain
on the compus following widespread
resentment felt by the students against
those in authority ot the University.
The statistics speak volumes for the de-
gree of frustration and anger among
the University’'s African students.

Apart from 150 initially rounded up,
like common criminals, by the police
and sent home os o result of the un-
rest, hundreds more have voluntarily
chosen to walk out. Such a drastic form
of protest is oll the more significant
because, for all of them, the obtaining

Such are the facilities provided by Bantu
Education — none

of a university degree offers the great
hope of breaking through barriers
which their skin-colour creates. The fact
that they are prepared, like their com-
patriots at the Coloured UWC, to put
their degrees, and hence their future,
at risk indicates the strength of their
feelings.

The immediote couse of the present
troubles was student dissatisfoction
with the behaviour of a Bladk hostel
warden, Mr. O.H.D. Makunga. The
students alleged that Mr. Makunga
was not prepared to cooperate with
their house committee on matters
affecting the students. They said further
that the rote of expulsions since Mr.
Mokunga become o warden was one
a week. Since lost year 24 students
were expelled from the university.
When the students took the matter up
with the rector he refused to consider
their complaints.

However, while this may be the imme-
diote cause of the dissatisfaction the
roots of the trouble go far deeper. The
first couse of grievance is simply that
grievances, however legitimate, cannot
be freely aired. And this in turn results
from the opartheid mentolity which is
basic to the existence of Fort Hare -
and the other Bladk universities.
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Student Teachers Riot

The provocative and often blatantly ra-
cialistic attitude of the White principal
and stoff towards the students ot the
Bethesda Training College for African
teachers came to a head when the prin-
cipal, Gideon Theron, insulted the stu-
dents ot aossembly criticising them on
their personal hygiene.

The students enraged by his remarks
attacked the stoff with sticks ond
stones. They then domoged cars be-
longing to the staff and broke down
doors.

As a result 116 students were arrested
and charged and found guilty of dis-
turbing the peace. Ninety four were
each sentenced to one yeor in jail (six
months suspended) and the remaining
22 were sentenced to B strokes with o
canea,

Nkosi Sikelele

On being sentenced the students burst
into song: singing the African Natio-
nal Congress national anthem: 'Nkosi
Sikelela iAfrika.” This anthem has been
odopted by Zombia and Tanzania and
is sung with “Die Stem”, to welcome
Cabinet Ministers and the State Presi-

dent when they visit the various Home-
lands.

Unlike “Die Stem", which has arrogont
overtones, "Nkosi Sikelela iAfrika™ is
a humble and beautiful plea for the
protection of Africo.

The translation of the anthem is:

Lord have mercy on Africa,

Let its horn be roised,

Hear our prayers.

Lord have mercy

On us its children,

Let it be so,

Let it be so, for ever and ever.

Lord sove our nation,

End all strife and suffering,

Lord save our nation.
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Another 116 Sentenced

One hundred and sixteen students at
the Rhoda High School in Cofimvaba
were found guilty of public violence in
the Magistrote's Court following a riot
at their school.

Nine of the pupils were sentenced to
fines of R40 (or 120 days imprisonment)
of which R20 (or 90 doys) was sus-
pended.

The others were sentenced to receive
from four to eight cuts with o cane de-
pending on their ages. Twenty three of
the pupils under the age of 14 were
discharged.

The cause of the trouble: The students
who had paid for their sdhool uni-
forms did not receive them although
two terms hod possed ond their re-
peoted requests were ignored by the
school authorities.

3]



GENERAL
DEGLARATION
AND RESOLUTION
OF THE

151 PAN-AFRIGAN
YOUTH FESTIVAL

The African Youth Must Be The
Avant-garde Of The Struggle

For Liberation, Progress,

Justice And Independence In Africa
And In The World

FIRST PAN- AFRICAN YOUTH
— FESTIVAL

JuLY 73

Independence-Unily- Solidoriy

At the initiotive of the Pan-African
Youth Movement, the first Pan-African
Youth Festival, o major event in the
history of our Continent's Youth has
token place in Tunis, copital of the
sister Republic of Tunisio from July 13
to July 22, 1973,

4,100 porticipants from 38 countries
hove met in an unequalled climate of
African friendship united around the
mobilising slogan of Independence,
Unity and Solidarity.

The African youth addressed their
brotherly solute and their solemn ho-
mage to the youth, the people and
the government of Tunisio for the worm
welcome ond the efforts undertaken
for the complete success of this great
meeting of the Africon youth. They ex-
pressed to the Supreme Combatant
President Habib Bourguiba, who has
made this Festival possible through
moral and material support, their
thanks, their respectful considerations
ond they follow his exomple in the
African man's fight for liberty and de-
velopment.

The mossive participation of the youth
of ANC, FLCS, FRELIMO, MLSTP, MO.-
LINACO, MPLA, PAIGC, SWAPO and
ZAPU mode it possible for the Fest-
cal to have its real dimensions by
allowing the Africons to express their
determination to free themselves ond
to unite the Continent.

The presence by our sides of the dele-
gation of the Liberotion Movement of
Palestine, Vietnam, FLNA, the Delego-
tion of the Socialist countries ond of
the progressive forces of the capitalist
countries os olso of international de-
mocratic organisations allowed us to
express the internotionalistic feelings
of the African youth, its will to work
for the intensification of the anti-
imperialist world Front and to express
our attochment and solidarity with the
fight for the estoblishment of an era of
Liberty, Justice, Democracy, Social pro-
gress, Solidarity, Peoce and Friendship
between the peoples. We salute and
thank the OAU for having occepted
to be with us showing therefore, that
between the Africon Youth ond the
stotes, no contradictions would exist
if all identify with the interests of the
African masses.

The participation of UNESCO ot this
Festival has demonstroted the greot-
ness of its impoct in the world. The
African youth on the occasion of the
Festival reoffirms its full and complete
adherence to the clear and just prin-
ciples of the Pan-African Youth Move-
ment.

The first Pan-African Youth Festival
solutes the heroic fights which the



President Habib Bourguiba opening the 15t Pon Alricon Youth Festival

Africon National Liberation movements
are leading against colonialism, impe-
rialism and racism. it olso salutes the
fights of all other peoples and in par-
ticular that of Indochina and Palestine.

The Alfrican youth pays its respect
to the memory of all the fighters for
freedom who died in the name of the
ideols of the progressive humanity.

The first Festival salutes with recogni-
tion and respect the memory of Po-
trice Lumumba, Eduarde Mondlane,
Albert Luthuli, Amilcar Cobrol, Kamel
Nasser, Nguyen Van Troi, Ernesto Che
Guevara, Julian Grimandi, Lambrakis.

The Festival salutes with respect the
memory of Presidents Gamel Abdel
Nasser and Kwame N'Krumah, presti-
gious |eoders and founders of the
Organisation of African Unity.

Youth of Africal

Qur Festival, the first to bring together
the Africon Youth Organisations of
many countries is held in African ond
international conjunction marked by
the rise of the popular fight for natio-
nal liberation from the system of exploi-
tation and oppression of man.

We have just celebrated the 10th anni-
versary of the OAU under the banner
ot Liberty and Unity.

This event is of cardinal importance to
our people as long as the OAU re-
mains the only organisation on the
level of o continent which clearly roots
its actions in anti-colonialism and anti-
imperialism ond for African Unity. That
is why we believe thot it is our
duty to firmly back up the OAU to get
all the states to carry out the just prin-
ciples which inspire ond work towards
the end of all forms of colonialism and
imperialism present in our Continent
because we are convinced that sudh
is the only way which will lead Africo
to become the unique mother-land for
all Africans from the Mediterranean
seo to the Cope and from the Atlantic
to the Indion Ocean and Red Sea.

The greatness of the African Youth is
being shown as greot victories are rea-
ped by our brothers who are still domi-
noted especially in Angola, Mozambi-
que, Guinea and Caope Verde.

In spite of the foct thot the Portuguese
colonialists backed by the aggressive
group of NATO have thrown 200,000
men in these colonial wars and even
though this enormous force of aggres-
sion spends more than $2,000,000 per
day. the invaders sustain defeat ofter
defeat.

In Angola the fighters of MPLA after
having extended the combat to over

half the country are making im-
portant offensives in order to consoli-
dote the freed zones which represent
half a million square kilometers.

These victories, the undenioble patrio-
tism of the people of Angola ond the
action of the brother countries espe-
cially Congo, Tanzanio, Zaire and Zam-
bia have creoted fovourable conditions
tor the unilication of the notionalist
movement of Angola. Thus between the
MPLA and the FNLA has been consti-
tuted o Supreme Council and their
combined efforts will surely lead to the
crushing of the Portuguese colonists.

In Guinea Bissou the PAIGC. having
destroyed the ocirforce supremocy of the
Portuguese colonialists, hos been able
to get to a new phase of the fight with
important long-lasting combats, of
shutting in and destroying enemy
boses. This has been proved by the
Amilcar Cobral operation against the
entrenched camp of Gutledge. The next
meeting held by the National Assembly
elected by popular vote will allow the
people of Guinea and Cape Verde to
declare the legal existence of the state
which corresponds to the concrete rea-
lity of the country.

FRELIMO in Mozambique, after having
destroyed many ottempts of blokode
and of counter-offensive, has succee-
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ded in extending the fight to the zones
most sensitive to the Portuguese and
imperialist domination in Southern
Africa, i.e. the mining province of
TETE, the zone of the giant dam of
Cobera-Bassa and now the zone of
Manica and Sofala, strotegic centres
and vital means of communicotion for
Rhodesia.

FRELIMO is now fighting vigorously
in an ottempt to consolidate the freed
zones which represent over 200,000
kilometers.

The South African and Rhodesian
troops and air forces, which are trying
to help their colonialist allies, sustain
‘severe defeats.

We congrotulate the development of
the peoples anticolonialist fight ot
S. TOME and principally under the
leadership of the MLSTP.

All these victories haove aollowed the
rise of a new reality in Angola, Guinea
Bissau and Mozambique. For the first
time in Africa and in the course of the
liberation movements, the colonial po-
wer is being destroyed and new forms
of governments whose interests lie in
the people of Africa are being estab-
lished.

Therefore, the African youth is expec-
ted to respect the decisions token by
several states and internationol bodies
e. g. the OAU and UNO whe consider
the liberation movements of Angola,
Guinea, Cape Verde and Mozambique
the sole and legitimate representatives
of their people.

The severe military defeats and the
isolation must exploin the present
series of murders and crimes of geno-
cide committed by Portuguese colonia-
lism.

Having foiled in its ottempts to scare
the masses by threatening them with
mass imprisonment, internment of mil-
lions of people in concentration camps,
napalm bombings, the throwing of che-
mical products, etc., Lisbon has chosen
to murder leaders and slaughter unar-
med populations.

The killing of African heroes like Ed-
uvarde Mondlane and Amilcar Cabral
and the unsuccessful crimes attempted
on the lives of MPLA, FRELIMO and
PAIGC revolutionary leaders, demon-
strates clearly the criminal mentality
characterizing the Portuguese regime.
The recent act of genocide, to "drain
the water where the guellila fish
breeds"” which included the massocre
of women, children and old people on
the Wiriamu village in Mozambique is
one of the most striking examples which
prove the barbaric and fascist policy
pursued by the Portuguese colonialists.
The Festival denounces and strongly
stigmatizes these crimes and asks the
PYM along with African democratic
youth and world organizations to
create a commission composed of
world-known jurists that would inquire
into the aotrocities committed in the
Portuguese colonies.

The principal task of our continent re-
mains for us to intensify our support
for the struggling people of Portuguese
colonies, since they constitute the

ANC delegation entering the stodium at the Tunis Festival

weakest link of the imperialist chain
in Africa. At the same time we must
reinforce our support for the oppres-
sed peoples of South Africa, Namibia
and Zimbabwe and other colonial ter-
ritories in struggle, who are faced with
an enormous complex of imperialistic
interasts,

The ANC has succeeded by under-
ground work of great importance to
draw along in its ranks o greot pro-
portion of workers,

The Festival greets the victories won
by ZAPU over Smith's regime and is
glad to learn that ogreement has been
reached between ZAPU and ZANU, an
agreement thot will moke patriots’
ottacks ogainst the racists more effi-
cient. The Festival asks African and
World youth to intensify the campaign
for the liberation of all patriots who
are imprisoned and in particular Pre-
sident Joshua Nkomeo.

In Namibia, the workers’ general stri-
kes and the victory of SWAPO's gue-
rillas exhaust South Africa’s plans of
annexing this country. These popular
victories succeeded in putting on end
to the ottempts made in certoin quar-
ters to thwart the decisions of the Uni-
ted Nations and of the International
Court of Justice as regards Nomibia,

The First Pan-African Youth Festival:

® Condemns Great Britoin's systemo-
tic use of veto at UNO because it pre-
vents oll effective action that would
oblige the racist: and white minority
governments to accept the rule of the
majority in Zimbabwe.




® Denounces the numerous arrests and |

imprisonments on Robben Island which

befell militants and patriots in South {J

Africa.

® Condemns the illegal presence of
25,000 South African soldiers in Nami-
bia and the perfidious manoeuvres to
introduce non-white South Africon
troops.

® Condemns bombings over villages
in the district of Caprivi and the impri-
sonment of thousands of Namibians in
‘the operating districts of SWAPO.

® Demands that the South African and
Rhodesian governments treat prisoners
of war conforming with the dispositions
taken by the Geneva convention,

® Asks that in Africa and throughout
the world a vast campaign for the re-

lease of African political prisoners be Zme e

engaged.

ANC delegotes ot one of the many conferences held during the
festival. From left they are Joe Nhlanhla leader of the delegation,
Jacqueline Molele and Antonic Mongala (cbove) ond below -
SWAPO delegation at the opening of the festival




FESTIVAL
OF VOUTH

AND
STUDENTS

The 750,000 participants in o ceremony
concluding the tenth World Youth
Festival on 5 August passed on Appeal
from Berlin to the Youth of the World.
The oppeal, which was read out by An-
gelo Davis, reads:

“We, 25,000 representatives of millions
of young people from 140 countries of
all continents, of various peolitical and
religious persuasions, hove goathered
ot the 10th World Festival of Youth
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GDR youths in @ mighty demonstration of welcome to the participants of the X Festival of Youths and Students

and Students for anti-imperialist soli-
darity, peace and friendship, in August
1973 in Berlin, the capital of the Ger-
man Democratic Republic.

"We hove demonstroted our commit-
ment to ond our responsibility for
contributing unrelentingly to the pro-
found changes taking ploce in our time,
“"We are entering a new stage in hi-
story, which through the struggle of the
peoples and youth, is opening up new

prospects to us. Todoy the develop-
ment of the socialist countries, the pro-
gressive forces in the copitalist coun-
tries and the nationol liberotion move-
ments are defeoting the policy of og-
gression pursued by imperialism and
are limiting its sphere of acticity. Great
successes have been scored. The wvic-
tory of heroic Vietnom is o historic
proof of this.

*However, we know imperialism, and

will therefore intensify our actions and
our struggle, unite our efHorts and
develop our cooperation, in order to
make the striving for peace ond social
progress into an irresistible force.

“We, the youth of the world, in close
cooperotion with eoch other, will con-
tinue our struggle:

“For peace: so that imperialist aggres-
sion, war and the arms race will cease,
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Pule Sees it
Through was the
title of a play
produced by
South Africans
in the GDR and
staged during
the festival (left)

Photographs
from Tunis
and Berlin by:
Hannes Wag-
ner (3),

Latiff (7).
Ndindah (1),
ADN Zentral-
bild (5)

South African
Folk dances and
songs were very
popular features
at the festival
(below)

so that peace and security in Europe
and in the other regions of the world
will be ensured, so that the World will
advance on the path of peaceful co-
existence, so that the right of the peop-
les to decide their destiny themselves
will be recognised, so thot a peaceful
and just solution of international con-
flicts will be guaranteed;

“for national independence: so that an
end will be put to colonialism, neo-
colonialism and monopoly rule, so that
the resources of each country will be
put to the service of national and so-
cial development, in the service of the
people and youth ;

“for democracy and freedom: so that
fascism and neo-fascism will be defea-
ted. so thot dictatorship, oppression,
apartheid and racial discrimination will
be ended, so that the basic liberties
and rights of man will be recognised,
so that profound social change and
social progress will be achieved;

“for the rights of youth: so that the op-
pression, exploitation and discrimina-
tion of youth will be endecso thot
everywhere the young generotion will
get the right to work and to study, the
right to a democratic education, to an
over-all participation in the manage-
ment of society, the right to culture and
leisure.

"From Berlin our Appeal is addressed

Triumphant entry of the ANC delegation
in the stodium ot the Berlin Festival = (be-
low)
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Assembly point of oll delegations before
the march into the stadium was the fa-
mous Unter den Linden. Our delegation is
seen awaiting its
alphabetical ord

Makeba, cooing and wooing her way
through millions of hearts in the GDR (be-
low)




to the young generation of the whole
world :

® et us develop anti-imperialist soli-
darity = now more than ever: with the
Palestinian people and the other Arab
peoples; with the liberation move-
ments of the Portuguese colonies and
Southern Africa; with all the peoples
of Asia, Africa and Latin America; with
the peoples of the capitalist countries;
with the Socialist countries and with
all peoples treading the path of pro-
gress and peace;

® |at us reinforce our action and our
unity in the struggle ogoinst imperia-
lism, for national independence, de-
mocracy, social progress and peace.

Long live the World Festival of Youth
and Students!”

The people, of the GDR are great auto-
graph collectors and :Iurin-g the festival

foreign dullgutl the chief ‘"targets

Yasser !rnfnt the Palestine Li-

beration Mam exception

(above) -

Gathering ‘¢ ront of the

State Ope

This young VOREags ¥/5DR Pioneer

Movement sebfi—tanding—in the central )

square of Berlin and :nlllttmg signatures ..! &
for release of political prisoners in Spain ™

(below)




Angela Davis rea-
ding out the Appeal
from Berlin at the
closing ceremony.
On her extreme
right is Erich Hon-
ecker, 15t Secretary
of the Socialist
Unity Party of Ger-
many. Mext to her
are Roberto Vierzi,
President of WFDY
and Willie Steph,
President of the
State Council of
the GDR [above)
and below, some of
the ANC delegates
seen together with
their hosts of the
Free German Youth
(FDIJ)

Zimbobwe dele-
gates at o mass
demonstration on
the streets of Berlin
(left)




West German Students Express

oUPPORT FOR ANG

Joint Communiqué of the ANC Youth
and Students Section and the Confederation

of German Students

At the invitation of the Confederation
of German Students (VDS) - West
Germany, o comprehensive and fruitful
exchange of views on problems of in-
ternational political developments, the
anti-imperialist struggle of students, as
well as on problems concerning close
cooperation an the development of a
continous exchange of experiences
took place on the occasion of the Tenth
World Festival of Youth and Students
ot the nationol guest house of the de-
legation from South Africa in Berlin,

capital of the GOR - on 1 August 1973.
In the course of the tolk it become
apparent thot there is agreement bet-
ween the VDS an the ANC Youth and
Students on major issues of tha pre-
sent, on problems of the struggle for
peace, democrocy and socialism. Both
organisations consider this agreement,
evidence of the odvancement of the
international youth and student move-
ment.

The Tenth World Festival of Youth and
Students in Berlin will continue to be

an impulse in bringing the internatio-
nal and national democratic student
movement closer together and in ad-
vancing the unity of students through-
out the world. In this, the World Fede-
ration of Democratic Youth (WFDY)
and the International Union of Stu-
dents (IUS) have an outstanding share.
In the course of the talk, the VDS ma-
nifested its deep solidarity with the
students fighting for their most ele-
mentary human rights in the Republic
of South Africa. Special emphasis was
ottached in this talk to the disgraceful
role of the monopolies of the FRG and
their suppert by the SPD FP govern-
ment in their rocial discrimination and
super-exploitation of blodk workers.
The VD5 announced that it will inten-
sify its activities in informing the public
of the FRG on this issue and initiate
octions agoinst neo-colonialism by the
FRG towards the peoples of Africa,

The ANC Youth ond Students Section
and the Confederation of German Stu-
dents haove ogreed upon proctical
measures that will strengthen their
friendly cooperation. They are convin-
ced thot this extension of the biloterol
relations will contribute to strengthen-
ing the international unity of the youth
ond student movement.

The pelicy of Apartheid is coming more and more under the hommer by the progressive forces in West Germany. The picture on the
left shows o demonstrator in Hamburg carring a poster which reods “Rocialism in South Africa harms the workers of West Germany"
and the other picture is of o demonstration at the South Alrican Embassy in Cologne on June 26 demanding the release of MNelson
Mondela and oll other political prisoners. Needless to say that the police were called in ond @ number of arrests made
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Whites Musi Change
Ways

Ceértain Whites had to be cured of
their dongerous ottitude towards
Blacks, Mr. Justice Hiemstra said re-
cently when joiling two White youths
for attacking on African woman and
trying to rape her.

The two men, Gerhardus Beukes and
Robert Brits ottacked o 25-year-old
African woman on the Greylingstadt
station late at night as she was waiting
for a troin.

The woman told the court that one of

the accused grabbed her by the throat
and dragged her into a lavotory. He
tried to pull her slacks off. The other
followed and hit her in the mouth with
his fist.

Beukes hit her on the head with a
chain and pointed o gun at her.

She screamed ond two African men
come to her rescue. The two accused

fled.

Despite the judge’s comment that cer-
toin Whites should be cured of their
ottitude towards Blacks, he sentenced
the two men to only 18 months impri-
sonment.

Hod the accused been Black and the
woman White we have no doubt the
sentences would have been much grea-
ter. Scores of African men are serving
periods of up to 10 years at least for
attempting to rape White women.

Almost oll Africons convicted of raping
White women are sentenced to death,
Never hos a White man convicted of
raping a Black woman or even a White
woman been sentenced to death|
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Railmen Use »Kaffir«
Slur

The incident reported above is by no
means an isolated one, Insults, assoult
ond even murders by Whites against
Blacks, as this and other stories in this
article will show, are o regular feature
of the South African scene. The some
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Sunset over a "ploying field® in one of South Africa’s ghettoes

week os the good Judge made his
remarks (above) a Railwaoy constable,
o ticket examiner and a station master
were involved in separate incidents
when they insulted passengers and
threoted to beat them up.

The first incident involving the con.
stable took ploce on the railway plat-
form at the Johannesburg station when
a White constable slapped Mrs. Thandi
Maqubela, a woman journalist, and
called her a “"bloody Kaffir maid”. In
a report to the press she soid: “The
whole thing started when the constable
called my uncle a bloody kaffir and
when | objected he said in Afrikaans:
‘Keep quiet. you Bloody Koffir Maid,
otherwise | will slap you.'

"The first slap missed me. But the se-
cond one londed on my right cheek
ond another White constoble, in plain
clothes, said he was arresting me for
failing to produce my pass and for
disturbing the peoce.”

In the second incident a ticket exami-
ner on a train demanded tickets from
two children, and they told him their
mother haod them and that she was in
the toilet. He got furious and went to
the toilet door and kicking it shouted
in Afrikoans: “"Come out you bloody
fuckin' Kaffir Maid.”

The woman, Mrs. E. Matle, a senior
stoff nurse got a fright and opened the
door.

A member of the Lebowa Legislative
Assembly, Mr. H, M. Leshabane, who
was travelling in the same compart-
ment remonstrated with the conductor
ond later reported the matter to the
System Manager of the Railwoys.

In the third incident, African coal mer-
chants in a stotement to the press al-
leged thot the station master at Nance-
field constantly caolled them “kaffirs”
ond said that they wanted to kill him.

* %k k Xk %k
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Murder One

A White, Lourens van Niekerk, who
stabbed an African labourer working
on a building site nearby, for using the
top in his yard, appeared in the Johan-
nesburg Mogistrates court at a prepa-
ratory examinotion on an allegation
of murder.

On the porch of an Orlando East home
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According to evidence the African was
washing at the tap in van Niekerk's
yard when van Niekerk asked him why
he was there and told him that he was
dirtying his yard.

As the Africon was going to the gate,
van Niekerk told him to go badck and
clean the yard. He agreed. Von Nie-
kerk then went to his cor and came
back with a “shining object”.

The next the witnesses saw was the
African jumping over the fence. He
was bleeding from o stab wound in
the chest and collapsed on a sidepath,
where he died. According to the buil-
ding contractor, the firm had obtained
permission to draw water from wvan
Niekerk's house.

The cose is adjourned.
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Murder Two

A former warrant officer and station
commander of the South African Police
at Port Nolloth, Albertus van Wyk was
sentenced to six years by Mr. Justice
Baker at the criminal sessions in Cape
Town after being convicted of culpable
homicide.

Van Wyk was originally charged witn
murder following the death of a Colou-
red man, Mr, Joseph Abrahams, ofter
he had been aussaulted by van Wyk in
the police charge office at Port Nolloth.
According to medical evidence, Mr.
Abrahams died of multiple injuries
while he was held for questioning by
van Wyk. He suffered a froctured skull,
broin haemorrhoge, 12 broken ribs and
extensive abrasions and locerations.

Despite the severity of the injuries, the
court found that van Wyk had net in-
tended to kill Mr. Abrahdams, and that
he did not appreciate the seriousness
of the injuries he had inflicted until it
was too lote.

Sentencing van Wyk the judge said
the court took into occount the fact
that van Wyk's career had come to an
end ofter 17 years service.

"Having to sentence a senior police
officer, | am today facing the most dif-
ficult task of my life,” he said.

Maturally, he had nothing to say of
the deod man. Who was now going to
feed and clothe his family? No word
at all except that van Wyk did not
realise how bodly he had beaten up

the dead man - o broken skull, 12
broken ribs the lot, not withstanding.
And that van Wyk's career hod ended.
How heartrending|

* % % %k %

Murder Three

A White farmer who killed o one-year-
old Bladk baby girl by striking her with
a shambok (whip) was fined 13 by a
court in the Transvaal.

The court was told that the farmer,
Jacobus Benade, struck the baby's
mother with the whip.

After two strokes she turned away, and
a third stroke hit the baoby stropped to
the mother's badk.

Yet another case of justice - South
African style,

* %k %k Xk %k

Doctor Ordered Out

An Indian doctor, who was assisting
at an operation on his sister-in-law in
a Cape Town hospital, had to leave
the theatre ofter a White nursing sister
objected to his presence.

The paotient wos already under an-
aesthetic, but the operation was de-
layed while a White doctor was colled

e -1:— -
THIS BEACH FOR
WHITES ONLY
HIERDIE STRAND
ALLEEMLIK VIR BLANKES

'SUID - AFRIKAANSE

POLISIEHONDESKOOL
PRETORIA

SEII:JTH AFRICAN
.POLICE DOG SCHCUL -

hurriedly to assist the White gynoeco-
logist.

The incident occurred ot Woodstodk
Hospital. Mrs. Jamila Brey, of Athlone,
was under anaesthetic on the operot-
ing table. Her brother-in-law and per-
sonal physicion, Dr. O. A. Brey, hod
been asked by Dr. Wulf Utian to as-
sist him at the operation. When
Dr. Brey entered the operating theatre
the sister assigned to the operotion
objected to his presence.

* % % % %

Cape Point, South Africa




South Africa’s

CONCENTRATION

CAMPS:
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One of the policies among the many which deny the African
all fundamental human rights is the South Africoan rocist
government's policy of so-cdlled resettlement. Africans
in their thousands form settlements in concentration-camp-
style housing. This new system of accomodating Africans
in urban areas is one of its kind in the world. The African
urban dweller is not consulted. He is removed by order of
the white bureaucrats who rule South Africa today.

The Government decides who should move and to which
hostel one should go. Separate segregated hostels are built
for men and women. The husband is put in one and the
wife in another. Neither is allowed to visit each other. The
children? No one as yet knows where they must gol

Concentration Camps

The first of these concentration camp structures have been
built in Alexondra, in Johannesburg. The concrete struct-
ures are divided into identical wings, generally three built
oround courtyards, The one and only entrance to each
hostel is a large griled gate. The gates are electronically
operated. The reason is obvious. In the event of any trouble
these electronically operated gotes would close and divide
the entire building into three, thereby separating up the
inmates. A member of parliament of the Nationalist ruling
party had thie termerity to suggest that they were for fire
protection. He did not exploin how people trapped within
these gates could escape in case of fire.

Between 2,800 to 2,900 people are accommodated in each
hostel. 40 people are provided with single rooms, the rest

are two and four-bedded rooms for women and four, six.

and eight-bedded for men. Each room has one tiny window
at eye level and the other right up near the ceiling runnlng
the length of the room and way out of reach,

There is o single electrical odopter overhead. There are no
electrical plugs, no heating and no cooling system. Electric
plugs are not fitted for the ridiculous reason that they are
toc dangerous, a common phrase used by the fascists. Yet
both men and women operate far more complicated electri-
cal equipment daily in their places of employment whether
it be domestic or industrial. .

Alexandra, 9 miles from Johannesburg, has o climate, in the
summer of temperatures that go up to almost 99 degrees (F)
while in the winter it could drop below zero. Yet no heating
or cooling systems are provided for the people. They sleep
on narrow mattresses placed on conorete beds. All posses-
sions go into a 6 foot by 1 foot locker. No provision is made
for hanging clothes. There are no tables or chairs provided.
Space is inconceivably limited being 40 square feet per
person.

There are no reading rooms, no dining rooms, ne lounge or
a recreation hall. There is a bar lounge which accomodates
only 300 people. This means that of the 2,800 people living
here, 300 can occupy this lounge while the others remain in

their rooms. A gas ring provided for every five persons is the
only cooking facility, Baking or roasting is a luxury not
catered for even H# on occassion one-can afford sudh o
luxury.

There is one both or shower and one toilet for every 14 per-
sons. One wash basin is provided for every eleven inmates.
All these facilities aore cromped in one small orea. Each
morning and evening people queue up for ablution and to
use the toilet focilities in o passage 150 feet long and 4 feet
wide. With -most workers having to begin work around
7.30am. queues begin to form from oround 4am. os bus
services to the city, 9 miles oway are also inadequate.
Overcrowded high density living conditions must lead to
unhygienic conditions. Eight people sleeping in a badly
ventilated room, having 40sq. ft. per person means each
one living on aond breathing into one another; 14 people
to one toilet morning and night with ne one having o
decent both or wash when 13 others are queuing up
impatiently to do the same. Within a space of 150 feet by
4 feet, 70 people would be rushing around, washing, cook-
ing, eating and queuing.

Malnutrition and Disease

With such inconceivably poor facilities provided for cooking
what kind of meal is anyone going to prepare, There is no
spoce to prepare a decent meal. No one can afford o
balanced cold meal, e.g. fruits and cold meats. Such o
luxury does not exist for the Africans. The best fruits are
exported or are available in white shops, so is the cream of
everything else for whites only.

Beri-beri a heart disease caused through lack of vitamin
thiomine is already rife among people who have lived in
hostels of this type. Epidemics which are likely to spread to
all ports of the country are likely to start here. The South
African Medical Journal of November 1972 reported that
the highest alcoholic rate and the poorest nutrition is
among the hostel dwellers. An unbalanced diet musf lower
the resistance to disease. Because of the inhuman separ-
otion of man ond woman, prostitution thrives. Therefore
venereal disease must also thrive. Fatigue also lowers ones
resistance to disease. Overcrowding, extra travelling,
queuing for everything for hours on end adds to the
peoples problems. The unavoidable noise in the hostel
prevent many from having a restful sleep,

Social and Psychological Results

The new set-up in Alexandra is beyond human conception,
something completely rootless, artificial and static, an
enforced, unnatural existence. Here a city with 60,000
people stripped of all basic human rights, with no married
couples, no families oand no children, has been established.
The people here ore going to be deprived of a clearly defi-



ned concept of social identity, self respect and human
dignity. This deprivation is going to result in anti-social and
jrresponsible behaviour. Lock of privacy would lead to de-
pression, apathy, listlessness, tensions, frustrations and
resentments,

There is no kind of entertainment provided here, no sport-
ing facilities, There is no provision for one who might want
to take up part-time studies. There are no libraries not
even o table or chair available.

Desperote odventurous acts ore token on by men living in
such overcrowded high density living conditions far from
the restraining influence of their famlies. Rape is an
everyday crime. In other hostels of the same fashion an
average of 100 murders are committed every year.

The sale of liquor which is consumed in various hostels
throughout the country has risen 500% in seven years,
Frustroted ond lonely, the people resort to crimes, deli-
. quency, foction fights, disorder, violence, rape and sodomy.

High Rents

With the measly salaries that Africans are poid only those
who are in the “upper” earning bracket can afford to live

here. For a single room the rent is R7 oand o four-bedded
room R5.70 each. Almost a quarter of one's salary goes to
his or her foamily in the reserves. The cost of food and
clothing is very high in the city ond gets higher every year.
The price of such commeodities is not decreased for the
African becouse he earns less. He pays the some price as
whites even though the white man earns many times more
than the Africans.

The high rents in foct only prove the collousness of the
government’s plan. It is the most blatant form of rent
racketeering. A little arithmetic shows that from one of the
women's four-bedded rooms the government receives
R22.80 and for one of the men's 8-bedded room they receive
R45.60. By any stondards these rotes are exorbitont and
more especially when underpayed and exploited Blacks are
forced to live here by law.

Break-up of Families

The government's plon in Alexandra proposes 20 hostels.
These 20 hostels will ultimately accomodate 60,000 people.
The existing Alexandra African Township is being uprooted

‘Single’ men (some are married but may not bring their wives into the area) in the living room of o men's hostel




and these bleak, austere, concrete, cold and impersonal
structures are being built in its place.

Regardless of whether they are married or not, women are
forced into the women's hostel and the men into men's
hostels.

Where do the children go? No dhild is ollowed in these
hostels, No provision is made by the government for the
care of these children.

The government's answer is that they should be sent to their
- homelonds to live with their relatives. But, most have no
connection whatever with the reserves any longer, having
lived in the city for generations.

A manager of the Peri-Urban Board of the Bantu Admini-
stration Department with characteristic callousness said
that it is customary for “Bantu women to leave their children
with their grandparents”

Uprooting People

The Alexandra Project which the fascists call “The Formula
for Single Bantu™ is part of a national programme for the
whole country. Its objective is, as often stated by govern-
ment spokesmen, to keep only economically active Africans
in the city. The remainder must go to their so-called
homelands. These "homelands” consist of 13, per cent of
the entire country, catering for a population of over
15 million, There are eight ""Homelonds”. In these depress-
ed borren oreas people live ot starvation level. Daily,

thousands upon thousands clomour for permits to go out

OBITUARIES

Mrs. Amina Pahad
and
Mrs. Miriam Cachalia

Even

and find work because there is none in the “homelands”,
in these allotted “homelands” many “spots” are
regarded as "blackspots”, which means the people would
again be uprooted since aoll “black .spots” are being
excised.

Foreigners in Their Own Land

In Nazi Germany Jews and foreigners had to wear badges
as a means of identification. In South Africa, people living
in these bleck ghetto-type structures are given a number
for identification purposes. Every bed, lodker and room is
given a number, All Africans are already made foreigners in
their own country through the imposition of “pass laws".
These ‘Passes’ “entitle” the African to live and work in
South Africa, his own land. Without it he goes to gaol.
These enforced methods of identificotion are an affront to
the human personality.

These hostels are not their homes. They are numbered
prison boxes.

There con be no denying the fact that what the white
racist government is doing in South Africa is "legalised™
genocide.

But, the resentment, the temper, the everlasting humilation,
the super-exploitation of our people, is but the cotalyst for
the bloody revolution that must come.

And .in such a revolution, although many Black lives will
be lost, the Black man will ultimately rule his own land once
more — with those Whites who see light in time and join
him or without them. 3. 5.
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A group of resisters against unjust lows. Extreme left (sonding) Mrs. Pohad and

The African MNational Congress of
South Africa regrets to announce
the deaths of two women members
.of the liberation movement — Mrs.
Amina Pohod and Mrs. Miriam
Cachalia. Both weré active members
of the South African Indian Con-
gress for over twenty five years,

Both were omong the first to
volunteer in the Indian resistance
campaign against the law barring
Indians from moving from one
Province to another without a per-
mit. They both served terms of

extreme right (stonding) Mrs. Cachalia

imprisonment for crossing the bor-
der between Transvaal and Natal.
Later in the some campaign they
served a term of imprisonment for
occupying lond in a "White" area.
In the 1952 Campaign for the
Defiance of Unjust Laws, conducted
jointly by the Africon MNational
Congress and the South African
Indian Congress, Mrs. Cachalia and
Mrs. Pahad were among the 9000
who braved the rigours of prison
life once again, Besides their terms
of imprisonment, both were extre-
mely active in the socic-economic

struggles of our people, they helped
to raise much needed funds for the
liberation movement in the ‘forties
and ‘'fifties and were found ot
practically- every demonstration
against raciol, unjust and oppres-
sive laws enacted with monotonous
regularity by the white rocisy regime
of South Africa. Mrs. Cachalia was
the wife of Molvi I. A. Cacdhalia
a leading nember of the liberation
movement in South Africa and for-
mer Deputy Representative of the
Asian Mission of the Africon Na-

" tional Congress in New Delhi.




Reviewers do not necessarily reflect the views of the
African National Congress

LABOURINTHES. A. GOLD MINES 1911-1969

by Francis Wilson
Cambridge University Press 1972

There can be few business empires in
the world where the wealth "of the
owners is so sharply contrasted wijth
the poverty of its employees as in
South Africa’s gold mining industry.
Horry Oppenheimer, the man ot the
top of high finance is said to control
well over o thousand million pounds.
His black workers are paid a mise-
roble £90 a year in cosh plus a few
" extras thrown in to confuse the issue.
The story of this power house of super-
exploitotion has still to be fully told,
but we have an excelleny exposure of
some aspects of the tale in this most
revealing book by a courageous South
African academic,

Francis Wilson sets out to show that
African mineworkers have been sub-
jected to the most gross deprivation
by the combined forces of avaricious
mineowners and a selfish white
aristocracy of lobour. Cought in the
net of this unholy alliance, the African
mineworkers are kept down ot the
wage Levels of the Last century in a
system of labour which is certainly
forced if not wholly slave in charocter.
It is important that we fully appreciate
the scale of African deprivation, parti-
cularly ot a time when there is an
awakening of a sense of responsibility
"and even complicity abroad. At o time
when many are urging a rise in African
wages it is importont that people
should realise just how much leeway
there is to be made up. It is equally
important that the broader aspects of
the mine lobour system are understood
since it would be on easy matter for
the mining houses, who are now dro-
wing fontastic profits (sometimes
doubled in o few years) to oppear to
be meeting the coll for an increase in
wages while leaving intact the whole
rotten labour structure which ensures
that Africoans remain deprived. Sure
enough, in the waoke of the recent
strikes in MNatal, the mining companies
hove suddenly found the resources to
raise black woges by some 25 Y. But
the problem goes deep, very deep, as

Wilson proves in his remarkable story
of the complex lagbour relotions in the
mines,

There are two major themes in this
book which reveal the structural basis
for bladk exploitation. First there is the
migratery nature of African labour
and then there is the built-in disparity
between the conditions of white and
black workers. Wilson shows that
mining history began with the use of

_migrant Africans who were recruited

by o specially set up agency which
prevented competition between the
mining houses and which managed
to cajole the olready hard pressed
African peasants into accepting work
on the mines for a mere £1.50 a month,
They were controct workers, who
returned to their farms ot the end of
their stint, but often went badk to the
mines more than once. There, they
lived in bachelor compounds of appal-
lingly low quality, and where, even
today, no more than 1 % are per-
mitted to bring their families.

Wanting to give o rounded picture,
Wilson shows that there are disadvan-
tages in the migrotory system even for
the mining companies, It seems that
it is impossible to reduce the turnover
of black workers much below 100 %
a year, and this maokes training diffi-
cult and continuity on the job out of
the question. Nevertheless, despite
these drowbocks, the benefits of
migrant lobour have been enormous.
In foct, the whole structure of apart-
heid has been built around it; "for
their labour policy in all sectors of
tke economy, the architects of apart-
heid have taken the gold mining
industry as their model.”

The benefits for the mineowners
include lower waoges, less leave and
#bsenteeism, better control and
greater output in jobs involving hard
physical work. All these arise directly
out of their being able to prevent the
emergence of the kind of labour
solidarity thaot comes in more stable
situations. Though migration requires

an elaborate recruiting network with
workers often being flown in from
for afield, the overall cost is little
more than £20 a year per head, a
small price for the certainty of cheap
labour.

For the Africon worker migration is
an albatross. He is caught in the trap
of a low woge at work and neglected
poverty-stricken plot in the countryside
which cannot even sustain his family
in food. Unable to organise for
improvements ay work, his home,
undermined by the pressure on land,
the migrant is the major victim of
aportheid. In recent years conditions
in the reserves hove deteriorated
drastically and with particular bad
weather over several seasons, starva-
tion has been widespread. Even the
employers of lobour in other industries
are now prepared Jo concede that
the migrant's families are unable to
feed themselves ond that the wages
paid in the cities are inodequate to
look after the worker and his family.
But a kind of see-saw situation hos
developed where industry looks for
a balance of eornings between town
and country which will force the

migrant worker to seek work in the

towns but where there is sufficient
income in the countryside to keep the
worker's fomily ot subsistence level.
If the output in the countryside falls
below subsistence, industry is forced
to pay higher wages to subsidise them
through the migrant worker. But
Wilson says that the declining rural
incomes have not been matched by
higher wages in the mining industry,
and this is because they have tapped
labour from other sources outside
South Africa, The only tme thot wages
did rise was when Tanzania applied a
boycott in respect of lobour and then
the mining houses began to feel the
pinch. Nevertheless, it is probably in
the mining houses interest that inco-
mes in the rural areas should increase
and it is possible that some of the
support for the homelands policy is
connected with this.

On the other hand there are also
dangers in the proposals thot there
ought to be a big push for higher
woges, says Wisen. This could leod
to redundancies arising out of copital
substitution which would lead to the
choking off of the labour from the
reserves with the consequent greater
hardship " there. This clearly fair war-
ning that any plecemeal attack on
the problem needs to be viewed with
caution.

If the migratory system is the basis
for the cheap lobour system it is by
no means the only major factor
responsible. The role of the orgonised
white aristocracy of labour emerges
very sharply in this book as the auther
tokes us through the various phases
showing how Africans have been
excluded from trade union organisa-
tions and prevented from advancing
into better jobs.
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Discrimination at work is recorded as
early as 1893 when the first legal
colour bar in industry ruled that only
whites could do blasting. White wor-
kers entrenched their positions by o
strike in 1907 which sought to prefent
blacks doing skilled work and which,
Tthough lost, led to government in-
sistence on a definite ratio of white to
black labour. From then on the uphol-
ding of the ratio principle has been a
central plank of the white trade
unions. It was o central issue in the
1922 strike, and even recently, white
miners have resisted numerous mana-
gement proposals for dilution. Skilled
work, they hold, is white work, so
much so that they even refused to train
African miners in the .Homelands'
even though this is supposed to be
the arena for African self-devel-
opment.

It is not surprising therefore, that given
the power of the white workers, the
growth of the mining industry and
increasing profitability and producti-
vity has nevertheless left African
wages static. Wilson says: “the supe-
rior bargaining strength of the white
workers enabled them to appropriate to
themselves most of the share of the
increased productivity that was due to
the labour of whatever colour.” (Pro-
ductivity increased by 59 %s between
1936 ond 1965), But white worker
obstruction goes even further than
this as Wilson shows. They have
upheld a policy of denying educatio-
nal and troining focilities for bladck
workers, they have opposed black
unionism, ond sought to prevent
blocks from developing the kind of
public pressures which the white woi-
kers have so successfully used them-
selves. White workers can vote, blodks
cannot. .

This is why, despite the enormous
development of the gold mines over
the period 1889 to 1969, block wages
seem to hove oactually fallen.
Meanwhile, real earnings of whites
increased by at least two thirds even
though the ratio of black to white
labour has not changed for most of
this period. The wage gap has there-
fore, widened considerably, porticu-
larly over the last twenty years, that is,
since the MNationalist Government
has been in office with solid white
worker support.

This pottern of an increasing gap
between skilled and unskilled workers
is of course controry to international
experience. Elsewhere, the gap has
been closing steadily especially when
there is o shortage of labour. In
South Africa there is a very substantial
shortaoge, ot least of skilled workers,
yet the gop remains colossal,

Two more points may be made in this
connection, First, the official separa-
tion between white and bladk work
actually conceals a considerable
degree of skill omong African workers
and Wilson points out that often the
socalled unskilled African is much
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‘possibilities

more expert than the lower ranks of
white, supposedly skilled workers.
Secondly, even if the companies were
prepared to make major concessions
to blacks, the white workers invariably
insist, as they did at J.C.l. in November
last year, that their wages should be
increased proportionately, Thus African
wages are doubly blodked.

Wilson goes to analyse the various
for reform and their
consequences for profitability of the
mines. It becomes clear that the mines
can well afford o very considerable
increase in.block wages, but he also

argues that this is not enough. The
migratory system has to be broken
and job barriers removed. But, he
argues, this will require the recogni-
tion of black trade unions, and here
we must particularly endorse his
proposals. What is more, with indu-
strial unrest growing and spreading, it
is possible that even the walled-in
mineworkers will find a way of orga-
nising strike action and rebuilding
their once powerful union. When they
do so, the walls of Oppenheimer's
citadel will tremble. After all they are
half a million strong. B. T.

MODERNISING RACIAL DOMINATION

by Heribert Adam

Published by the University of California Press, 1971 Price US § 8.00

Dr. Heribert Adam lived for 6 years in
South Africa. During this period he

observed, did six months of field
research and tought sociology for one
year at the University of Natal. This

book is the result.

The book has useful extracts from the
government and opposition press,
stotements made by MNationalist and
United Party members in parlioment,
and a good collection of references to
articles and books on South Africa.
Dr. Adam is an optimistic opponent of
Apartheid. He considers thot ‘deracia-
lisation’, namely, the abandonment of
colour bars and racial stratification, is
conceivable without recourse to vie-
lence on the port of the oppressed
majority. He finds two major reasons
for this conclusion.

First, the South African whites, and
particularly the Afrikaaners, are
flexible and would adopt a policy of
gradual ‘deracialisation’ and ‘econo-
mic concessions’ if these were neces-
sary to retain control of the country's
wealth. (p. 181-182)

His second reason is that increased
industrialisation accelerates the pro-
cess of absorbing Africans into skilled
and semi skilled occupations of strate-
gic importance, (p. 154) He does not,
however, agree with the widespread
view that economic growth will on s
own bring about a change in the
system of Apartheid.

It is only when Africans resort to
political action that significant changes
in the power structure can be expec-
ted. He suggests that the policy of
Apartheid may focilitote this process
by encouraging @ separatist, rocial
nationalism akin to that which deve-
loped in Black Power groups in the
United States. The very fact of separa-
tism aond exclusion will create the
political force necessary for liberation
from white domination. (p. 182-183)

The conclusions do not flow logically
from Dr, Adam’s argument and ana-
lysis and must be regarded more in
the nature of wishful thinking and
conventional ‘optimism. He does not,
specifically, present evidence to show
that Afrikoaners will ot any stage be
willing to relinquish their hegemony
which now rests upon their numerical
superiority in the white population, o
separate national cohesion bosed
upon their longuage and culture, and
a monopoly of political power.

In order to maintain their cohesion,
Adrikaaners carry on an offensive on
tw . fronts — against the English who
threaten to undermine their culture
ond against the African, Colpured and
Indian who threaten to destroy white

domination.

By playing on these fears, Afrikaaner
leaders in the Nationalist Party, churdh,
universities and press isolate their
people from radical and liberal ten-
dencies. What reason therefore haos
Dr. Adeam to suppose that they are
likely to be flexible to the extent of
surrendering their monopoly of power.
Afrikaaners like other people when
facing certain defeat may well adopt
new techniques rather than commit
suicide, but they must be brought to
this point. That can only be achieved
by revolutionary struggle,

The whites in general and Afrikaaners
in particular have not yet shown their
ugly side to the fullest extent. They
will do so when forced to make a last
ditch stand. Dr. Adam's doubts whe-
ther they are ‘fascist’ or ‘totalitarian’
will then be settled beyond dispute.
Mow they use only so much violence
as is needed to keep them in power
and even this is more violence than
Dr. Adoam seems to realise. Ask the
men oand women who hove been
house-arrested, restricted, banished,



resettied’, interrogated, tortured and
kept in solitary confinement for 90,
180 and more days,

Dr. Adom does not indicote the
circumstonces in which Afrikoaners
would be prepared to share political
power with the Block people on such
a scale as would destroy the founda-
tion of their dominant position,

He accepts the view that white domi-
notion is compatible with economic
growth, but argues that economic de-
velopment must undermine white su-
premocy in the long run (p. 154). He
therefore supposes thot the ‘rationa-
lity’ of the whites will lead them to look
for and find allies in an Africon, Indian
and Coloured bourgeoisie. 'Just as the
white rulers hove learnt to come to
terms with foreign™African dignitories
they could charge ‘their attitudes
towards the local non-white bourgeoi-
sie. Such o coalition would coincide
with the Bantustan concept thot would
add the traditional elements to this
pact. p. 157)

He finds support for this analysis in
Leo Kuper's concept of social plura-
lism (p. 161). But whereas Kuper is re-
luctant to do more than point to a vao-
riety of possible solutions, including
thot of violence, Adam is a bolder pro-
phet and ventures to predict an evo-
lutionary advance towards a nen-racial
society. ‘It is likely thot the evolutio-
nory change of white South Alfrica will
take ploce through more concessions
under- the pressure of increasingly
powerful challenges that would othe:-
wise jeopardize white interests altoge-

ther through @ structurol
(p. 168)

These predictions are not supported
by an analysis of the distribution of
power or of political trends among the
national movements opposed to white
domination.

Dr Adam appears to have been over-
awed by the apporent strength of the
South Adrican state, and its level of
development. He does not consider
these aspects historically, or give suffi-
cient attention to the underlying weak-
nesses, For instonce, the cloims that
‘The Apartheid system has been viewed
as simply the most outdated relic of o
dying coloniolism, yet possibly it is one
of the most odvanced ond effective
patterns of rational, oligarchic domina-
tion." (p. 16)

| interpret this to mean that South Afri-
can whites have developed on excep-
tionaly effective technique of racial do-
mination. It is ‘rotional’ in so far as it
serves the purpose of keeping the ma-
jority of the population in o state of
subjection. As much could be said of
other oppressive regimes whose weak-
nesses ond irrotionolities became
apparent only ofter they had been
overthrown. Who thought thot the co-
lonial empire of Holland which had
endured for 300 years could crumble
overnight under the combined ottacks
of an external aggression and an inter-
nol opposition?

Dr Adam’'s admiration of the South
African achievements appears in his
stotement thot ‘Africons are on the
whole materially far better off in South

change’.

LATE NEWS

Africa than in the rest of the develop-
ing, newly independent African sates’.
(p. 6)
Now this is precisely whot South Afri-
ca’'s spokesmen tell the UN ond the
world at large. In 1971 the South Afri-
can government spent £4 million on
persuasive, attractive propagaonda
claiming thot its Apartheid system is
fair, honest, generous and christian,
and that South Africa’s Africans are
better off than Africans in the rest of
the African Continent. This propa-
ganda includes major and deliberate
untruths, shrewd half-truths, vital omis-
sions and exaggerations. Dr. Adom
should have scrutinised the propo-
gando with great core before occept-
ing it os gospel truth. One would have
expected him to have compared the
position of Africans in the South with
the advances made by people in the
Independent stotes before identifying
himself with the cloims of South Afri-
ca’s superiority. He does not give us
the empirical information to subston-
tiate his cloim, nor does he acknow-
ledge that Africans in the Independent
stotes ore oble to move further and
faster up the social scale than any
black man can in South Africa. He
does not point out thot the gop bet-
ween the white mon’s wages ond the
Africon’s woges hos widened in South
Africa or that the African share of the
total wage bill has not risen above
25", for the past 15 years. He does
not compare the position of the Afsi-
con miners in South Africa with that of
the Zambian miners on the Copperbelt.
R.E.S.

Two strikes on the Rand Goldmines involving several thousand black wor-
kers were viciously suppressed by armed Police. Twelve African miners
were shot deod and an unspecified number injured. Among the dead
are five workers from Lesotho and two from Botswana. The Lesotho Go-
vernment hos already decided to suspend further recruitment of labour
for the goldmines, pending a satisfoctory explonaotion of the need to
kill workers who were only fighting for higher wages.

Colonel L. M. Loots, Divisional Inspector of Police for the Western
Transvaal, when asked if he felt the cost in life was high compared with
the relatively small amount of damage, replied, “Sometimes property
means more than life”.

Reuter reports from Accra, that the Organisation of African Trade Union

1374 Galendars

lllustrating the Struggles
of the

South African People,
are available from:
AFRICAN NATIONAL
CONGRESS

(Teronte Committee)

P. O. Box 123 Unity, has condemned the shootings as an inhuman act perpetrated
Station E ogainst the majority of oppressed people in South Africa. The Ghana
Torentoe, Ontario National Committe on Apartheid said, "It is quite clear that such wanton
Canada shootings and killings could not have happened if the demonstrators

had been white miners".

In New York o spokesman for the United Nations Secretary-General,
Dr. Waldheim, hinted that the Security Council might be convened over
the incident. There were rumours of o move by some African Members
for a Council meeting.

A full repory on this and the FOURTH CONFERENCE OF NON-ALIGNED
MNATIONS, held in Algiers will appeoar in our next issue.

Price: $2.00 post free
Bulk orders of 15 or more —
33 1/3% discount.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

On Black

Consciousness

(We regret the delay in publishing this
letter due to pressure on space in re-
cent issues of Sechaba —-Ed.)

Dear Mr. Editor,

It is surprising thot there are people in
the ranks of the A N C who get so
cheesed-up and infuriated by the mere
mention of Black Consciousness and or
Blodk Power: (Letter by Comrade Ar-
nold Selby, (Sechaba Neo. 2 Feb. 1973).
For this reason, | therefore feel it is
necessary to restate the basic funda-
mentals whilst at the same time odding
to the thoughts expressed by Comrade
Dan Crowe.

SOUTH AFRICA

South Africa is an integral part of the
African Continent and the people
there are Africon - the indigenous
Black majority = and not an extension
of western Europe. The African Conti-
nent is in turn a part of the broader
Afro-Asian and Lotin American com-
munity of peoples together with the
Socialist countries of Eastern Europe.
After the revolution our Motherland,
South Africa, will take her place in the
O.AU. alongside her sister republics
- the independent African stotes -
and actively contribute to the forces of
world peace by her porticipation in
the day to doy offairs of the broader
Afro-Asian-Latin American and Socia-
list community of peoples, the majority
of mankind. This is how it should be
and | am confident thot this is how it
will be when liberation shall hove
linu'::lry arrived in our occupied Mother-
land.

THE ANC

The African National Congress is an
African nationalist organisation dedi-
coted to the couse of African Libero-
tion and the ultimate destruction of
apartheid slavery and the evil forces
of white occupation of our country. In
other words, the elimination of white
supremacy will usher in a time of
peace and all-round reconstruction by
all our people under a Black majority
ANC government.

To o black man therefore, Black Cons-
ciousness means the power to stop our
white tormentors from raping our wo-
men ot will ond with impunity (See
Sechaba Jan. 1973). It means the
power to stop their so-colled heart
surgeons with the help of police thugs
from copturing and murdering preg-
nont black women, stealing their
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hearts in order to sove the lives of old
and senile white racists. It means the
ability to prevent vicious white rocists
from beating block men with shamboks
as if they are their animals. It means
the possession of the meons to
eradicate malnutrition, hunger and
disease which are prevalent omong
the bladk populaotion, when the white
slaver lives in privilege and abundance
in the land of our fathers. It simply
means a fair and equitable distribution
of the basic things of life: foeod,
clothes, shoes, education, work,
houses ond medical care for all the
people of our country irrespective of
creed, colour or race and free from
the pettiness and greed of white
racists, These basic needs can only be
provided for by a government of the
ANC, o government of Blod Cons-
ciousness,

Black Consciousness to me simply
means the human right of the Black
man to define himself os against being
defined by his white tormentor. Black
Consciousness means the Bladk man
ridding himself of slove mentality ond
self-hatred. It teaches the Black man
to love himself and his kind more and
to despise and loathe the slove master
so thot he is psychologicolly prepared
to resist him. It is about time that the
critics of Blodk Consciousness persua-
ded themselves to sit bock ond kisten
to what we have to soy because after
all we are the victims of white racism.
It is us who carry passes. It is our
women who slave for them. It is us
who are subjected to daily insuits and
humiliation. It is us who are paid
pittance waoges. It is us who are
derrogatively colled nonwhite ond
bantu. It is us who are colled coolies,
kaffirs., boesmans. It is us who are
caolled Jim, John and Annie. It is us
who are colled boys and girls. It is
our country, the land of our forebears
thot they occupy. It is us who wear the
shoe It is us who wear the slave col-
lar. So, we know what we are about. It
is our women who are raped by white
police racists and their so-collad law
courts reduce the charges to immora-
lity instead off rape when we know
whot the consequences would be if
the criminals were black.

Block Consciousness is the single most
important development within our
country, among our people, that has
occured following the banning of our
people’s organisotions ond the Rivo-
nia aond other trials of the early and
midsixties. The importance of this
development is manifested, omong
other things, in its bringing together
the youth and people of the three
black communities in on uncompromi-
sing monner. We are indeed very
proud of the youth of our nation who

aore tirelessly forging this spirit of
notional unity among all our people
at a time when the fascist monsters
were certain of their success in having
crushed the will of the people to
resist, ond all inspite of the moze of
terror laws which have been enacted
over and above those which existed
prior to the bannings. This is selfless
courage and daring of which we ought
really to be proud, especially those of
us who live in forced exile, the pure
ond socred wvalour and paotriotism
which our ancestors demonstrated in
250 years of wars of resistance to we-
stern European invosion, the special
sort of South African patriotism which
should moke us ever more confident
thot those who die do not die in vain.
Block Consciouness is forging ond
nurturing a people's unity which is
deep and profound ond is the suresg
way of forestalling any possible emer-
gence of a South African Asion pro-
blem; so that all our people will be
one, having o common birth-right and
a common purpose, with nothing to
lose but our dignity and our common
country to regain os equals among
oll free peoples. The ANC therefore,
is foced with the historicol task of
rising to the challenge posed by tha
forces of Black Consciousness within
South Africa. Instead of us decrying
these forces and shereby aiding our
tormentors, it is necessary that the
ANC gears itself to lead and to pro-
vide armed protection for these forces.
At this very moment inside our
country, black workers are engaged in
industrial struggle for better pay
while the fascists have colled out
armed police to force them badk to the
factories to continue slaving for
pittance wages. Those black workers;
os well as the entire Bladk Community,
need and are entitled to armed pro-
tection by the ANC,

SASO recognizes the leaders of the
ANC as the undisputed leaders and
heroes of the Bladk majority and
therefore the national leoders of our
country (See Sechaba Neo. | Jan 1973).
If the ANC foils to heed developments
within our country and oacts to lead
the struggle by providing the most
vital link — armed resistance — ang
instead indulges in a game of petty
rejection of Block Consciousness, as
some people suggest, then we will
ultimately see this greot orgonisa-
tion become irrelevant and super-
flous. | am sure this is not what we
want to see hoppen and | know this
is not what will happen. The respon-
sibility therefore, of the ANC to fulfil
its historical mission is summed up by
these lines from the S5AS0 Manifesto
“SASO further believes that no amount
of preaching will alter South Africa



from her course towards total and
lasting subjugation of the blodk

s of South Africa”. (See Se-
chaba No. | Jan. 1973). The operotive
» .. no aomount of preaching will
alter . . ." emphasises my contention
that ultimote victory for our people
redness and copaobility of the ANC to
depends upon the willingness, prepa-
provide the vital link — Armed Cover,

THE FREEDOM CHARTER:

The Freedom Charter is to me the
nucleus of a constitution of o free
I‘-:mz Republic of South Africa. It is
a ific ond cotegoric document
embodying the orticles of the consti-
tution of o peoples democrocy. The
articles and or pronouncements
enshrined therein presuppose the
avoilability of dedicoted potriots and
good Sociolists to implement them.
This means South Africon men and
women who are selfless in their love
for their country and live and work
for the odvancement of their people
in oll spheres, ot all levels. The
emphaosis on good Socialist is impor-
tant here since oll sorts of people
pretend to be Socialist whilst denying
Marxism-Lenism. Pariotism and Socio-
lism are inseperable as the exomples
of the lote Amilcar Cabrol, Fidel
Costro and Van Trap illustrate, or
that great and tenacious Ffather of
Socialism who declared from the
rostrum of the Smolny Institute in 1917
on the successful seizure of power by
the Soviets of workers, peasants and
soldiers “"We shall now proceed to
build Socialism”. These are oll good
Sociolist and uncompromising patriots
whose heroic deeds and writings have
inspired men and women throughout
the world still held in bondoge by
western European monopoly copitalism
and imperialism.

APARTHEID SLAVERY

When 120 million Africans were uproo-
ted from their homes and countries
they were heartlessly reduced to mere
animals, by breaking down their cul-
tural roots. suppressing their longuo-
ges, christening them negre and
rendering them utterly dependent
upon their tormentors. The conquest
and occupation of our own country
and people have always been aimed
ot exactly the same objectives hence
the white invader ,over and above his
rope, plunder and enslavement of our
country and people, has even gone so
for as to usurp our name by calling
himself African (Afrikooner) and
christening us kaffir, bantu, non-white
non-European. Unfortunately for
them, there were men ond women
who inhaobited South Africa and who
could not be beaten down like ani-
mals. Our sacred duty to those men
ond women and especially to ourselves
aond our dhildren is to eliminote
scourge.

Copitolism is based on murder and

plunder. From its early inception to
this doy copitalism and laotter day
monopoly capitalism survive on ruth-
less exploitation at home ond blatant
plunder, robbery and murder abroad.
Imperialism is copitalism gone mad,
Lenin called it the higher stage of
capitalism. Chaottel slavery was an eco-
nomic activity of imperialism, so alse
is apartheid slavery. Apartheid slavery
is no less odious and criminal than
chattel slovery. Black Consciousness
seeks to combot and erradicate this
pestilence. Black Consciousness is
diometrically opposed to opartheid
slovery and for anybody to condemn
Block Consciousness as racially exclu-
sive or reactionary is, | think, arrogant

and silly.
THE CAPE SEA ROUTE
With the elimination of apartheid

slovery, western copitalism ond espe-
cially British imperialism could not
and will not survive in its present
form. They do not only steal millions
of dollars worth of our wealth, they
have even resorted to stealing our wild
animals, the heritoge of all South
Africans. Recall the corgo of white
rhinos from MNotal during the 1972
British dock workers strike which hod
to be suspended to allow for the
unloading of these animals? Or the
boxes of opples which their emaciated
Foreign Secretory brought back with
him after signing owoy the humaon
rights of the people of Zimbabwe?
This is how the ruling closses of
western capitalist countries have ope-
rated for the past 400 years. This is
what the scramble for Africa was all
about. This is why they will always
support the subjugotion of our people
by their local fascist gangs who
occupy our country. When the spokes-
men of British Imperialism toalk about
their interests in Southern Africo and
the defence of the Cope sea route,
they are talking about their continuing
to plunder our part of Mother Africa.
The suppression and pilloge of our
people and country constitute their
interests in Southern Africa. The Cape
sea route — the west, south and east
coasts of our contry and the sea
around - comprises the life-line of
their economic system, a system
drenched in blood, hated and detested
for its repression and exploitation of
our people These are the evil and
moribund forces that Black Conscious-
ness seeks to combaot.

Or are we expected to act like those
Malcolm X described aos “house nig-
gers’ who, when the white slaver lay
prostrate dying from over-indulgence
and dhronic syphilis would assume o
misguided posture of bereavement
and, when asked by their fellow men,
the “field niggers’’. what the matter
was would droop their heods like dogs
and soy “we is sick”? No, we reject
this role with the contempt it deserves.
Foscism and apartheid slavery in our
country use the myth of white supre-

macy and anti-communism to hound.
terrorise and incarcerote our compo-
triots ond, for us to allow anybody,
especiolly within the ranks of our
national organisation, to attempt to
suppress Blocdk Consciousness would
be an unpardonable felly. When we
remember thaot the actual physical and
mental condition of our people has
been deteriorating ot an alarming rate
ever since the |1880°s then perhops we
will all appreciote how inexcusably
criminal it would be for us Black men
to ollow ony form of suppression of
our human right to define ourselves.
Mandela is held caoptive on Robben
Island by alien savages who are bereft
of humnni'qr when he should be occu-
pying the highest position of honour
ond power in o government of his own
people and country, and we are told
that Black Consciousness is being
racially exclusive by ogitating ogainst
this unnotural stote of affairs in our
aown country.

In conclusion, may | remind Comraode
Selby and those who think like him
thot one has to suffer the daily humi-
litotions that is the lot of our life
experience inside South Africa to be
able to recognize the socred message
of Black Consciousness within the
context of our country. To me it is o
humble recognition of the heroism and
courage of our ancestors who stood
up and walked toll ond chollenged
the sovagery and murderous barbarity
of the invading scoundrels and infidels
from western %umpt; when the whole
of the African Continent was being ro-
vaged ond |20 milkion Africans were
coptured, murdered aond taken into
chattel slavery; when Leopold of Bel-
gium was slaughtering 14 millien Con-
golese and the indigenous peoples of
MNorth America, the Carribean Islands
and South America, Austrolia and
New Zealand were being systemati-
cally exterminated. The foresight and
valour of men like Mokana, Cetewayo
etc. etc. held ot bay those marouding
rogues for over 200 years in bloody
bottles ond wors so thot we may be
olive today.

Black Consciousness ond or Blodk
Power to me o Block man from our
occupied Motherlond reinforces and
rekindles in my heart that which is
infinitely noble and delicately beauti-
ful and it manifests the indomitable
spirit of our forebears; their uncon-
querable will and determination to
survive so that we, their Sons and
Daughters, should be able to continue
the struggle from where they left off
until victory is achieved and we can
all enjoy peace in Independance,
Self-determination and MNational Sove-
reignty in our own Godgiven land free
from all forms or shackles of race,
creed, and colour. This is what Block
Consciousness ond or Black Power
are all about. Black Consciousness
and or Black Power are anti-imperia-
list, anti-monopoly caopitalist and have

Contd. overleal
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nothing to do with racial exclusiveness.
This is what oll power to the people is
all about.

Mokona, before Mandela, was incar-
cerated on Robben lsland and he died
swimming boack to the maoinlond.
| wish Mandela and his comrades will
be liberoted by the ANC army (MK)
so that we deny our tormentors the
second pleasure, ond officially rename
it Makana Island.

Ontisitse K. Setlhapelo.
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South African Culture
in Chains

An article under this title oppeared in
SECHABA No. 2 (February last). There
was much to agree with in it. But if |
am writing so lote about this stimula-
ting ond otherwise perceptive piece
its becouse | very sharply disagree
with one of the author's statements and
assumptions. To quote: -

*“The African who writes in his mother
tongue, storts with a tremendous
handicap by comparison with the
English-specking South Africon who
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has a world language ot his disposal”™.
This tormulotion reveals an extroodi-
nary obtuse ottitude to find in the
organ of our National Liberation Mo-
vement. The African is at o disadvan-
toge not becouse his mother tongue is
not @ “world languoge” (That phrose
needs analysis too) but because his
culture (inseparoble from his living
language) is deliberately suppressed
by Afrikaoner and English imperialism.
“Book production for a tiny market is
unprofitoable” we are told. This philist-
ine piece of nonsense (the Dutch,
Finns, Slovaks, Bulgars and even
smaller nations do not find it “"unpro-
fitable” to produce books in their
languages) conceals the hard foct
thot book production is monopolised
by white establishment concerns which
are not interested in encouraging and
developing Zulu, Sothe, Xhosa, Tswana
and other indigenous literature.

The only Africon-languaoge books
which get published as o rule are
those which are suitable to be presc-
ribed in Bantu educational institutions
i.e, which induce submissiveness and
comformity.

Like all national liberation movements,

@® All orders of 10 or more copies
333 "y discount.

® Kindly include o donation with
your order if possible.

® Somple copies of SECHABA
ond SOUTH AFRICAN STUDIES
available on request.

ours must go hand in hand with a
cultural ond longuoge revival and
awakening. | am ofraid our movement
hos been logging in its duty in this
respect. We are foiling in using even
those legal opportunities which are
present both in the republic and the
border stotes which share our longuao-
es.

“The political and literary lingua-
franco of Black South Africa is Eng-
lish”, writes your contributor. This is
true only in a very superficial sense.
The ‘“richer ond more profound
culture” which the writer looks forward
to in o free Sout Africo will certainly
emerge. But it will not be on “English
longuage™ culture. Its richness and
profundity will derive from its national
form. And if we are ever going to
develop it we must start now. Let us
now issue the clarion call to our poets,
novelists, dramatists, musicians to
ennoble our own longuoages ond
instil in our people a legitimate pride
in their expressive mother-tongue
which embodies the soul of the nation,
This is not a distraction from the South
African revolution. It is on essential
part of the revolution.
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