THE BLACK SASH.

IATIOHAL CONFIELINCE.

CAFE TOWII. 31st OCTCDIi, 1960.

. A ''ENDANCE as per Attendance *“‘egister.

. 1. “he DEUICATICH was read in Znglish by the Fresident,

I’rs i.. ietersen, and in afrikaans by the Vice-Fresident,
Irs E, Stott,

« 92, The kresident asked the delegates to stand, in nourning,
for two nenbers of the Black Sash - I’rs L. “redell, whec had
been a Chairman of the inysna _ranch; and
I'rs Zriftfith, Zon., Treas,
Lowveld s«egion,

3, lrs n. obb, Chairiian of Cape Jestern, weleccied the delegates
to Cape Town, She, herself, had been disappointed not to
be able to go to Durban and to meet the nmembers of the Dlack
Sash fron ilatal Coastal, but she extended a2 warm welcome to
delegates and anticipated an anicable and rewarding conference.

Miss findhan was in charge of transport and lrs liorris in

charge of the Universal Aunts; both would be happy to assist
delegzates.

o b, Te Fresident, lMrs 1i. Petersen welconed the delegates and
gave her address, (Annexure 1,)

5 o Apologies were recorded from:-

Mrs Roberts (Cape 7.) who sent greetings and best
wishes for a2 successful confere ce;
lirs Sineclair E.T?l) who hoped to arrive on ‘lednesday;
lirs Findley (Pretoria)
lirs C'Connor (Cloenfontein) and
Lowveld :egion.

3. Tyansvaal - three nmenbers would be arriving late, and
the ilatal Coastal delegation wo.1ld be a day late on
account of their boat being delayed.

e iresident thanked lrs Javidoff for changing her plans and

making a special effort so that a nember from the 5. Transvaal
would be present at the ilational fFresicdent's opening address;

arid expressed on behalf of all the delegates sincere synpathy

to lirs Sinclair on the tragic death of her brother,

It was agreed unanimously that a telegran be sent to
Mrs Sinclair.

The Central Executive regretted that Lowveld Liegion had not
attended the Conierence., The Central Zxecutive regarded
that it was very inportant for a menber of the Lowveld ..egion
to attend as there had not been any representation of this
«~egion for two years, The Central Cxeccutive had offered

to pay the air fare of a representative so tiat the travell-
ing tine expended should not be more than had the Conference
been in Johannesburg; tiey had also offered accoumodation
and as a last resort had sent ronecoed invitations to all the
nenbers of the “egion in the hope that someone would be able

to attend. llone of these efforts had been successful and
Lovrveld were not present,

6 Ceaneral Announcenents:

llonday at 8 p.ni, Synposiun on Changes in Folitical Thinking
and possible rolitical wevelopnents.
TWwo speakers.,

Tuesday at 9 a.n. ‘f'he third s;eaker, Iir Stan Uys, wac was
unable to speak on lionday night. 2/,
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‘lednesday, 2nd i(lev. 5 p.nn. TIress Party at 5t Saviours'
Chureh iall; followed by a
Luffet Bupper for Iress and
delegates,

8 p.n., Filnm on the effects of the

Group Areas Act., 500 invitations
had besn sent out and there would
be coffe and cakes afterwards.

T ..egicnal representation for the 1960 Conference:

(i) sropoased lirs C'Callaghan, seconded Mrs Johnson and
AGLLD S JITAMIIICUGLY that Tage 2 of the Constitution be
anended. by the addition of:-

ilo. of Faid up lienbers Jelegates
to 1CO 1
121 to 200 2

(ii) With the pernission of Conference prop:'sed by lirs Stott,(C.
seconded by l'rs Zvans (ilatal Hidlands? and carried ne m,
con. (3. Transvazl abstaining) that the S, Transvaal
Region have four delegates,

(iii)
AGILESD that 1. Transvaal were eligible to have a
representative.,
8. Ao Tules of Frocedure 1ilo.s 1 to 13 were read and ACCEFTED,.

B L n .Tine O 1 1 CRFTED,
. A Lough Tinme Sehedule was ACCEFTE (Annexure 2)

lirs Johnson (ilatal Ilidlands) asked if a time limit on
speakers should not be set, It was agreed f Confecrence
was pressed for tice Mrs Johnson would be granted per-
nission to ask for a tine linit for spcakers again,

Q. Ao Fress Ccunittee: lirs . Stott C.3. Fress Officer,
lirs . Bavidoff (3.Transva. -)
lirs J. 0'Calaaghen (11 .tal ~¢
lrs 17. Lobb (Cape .)

3, Constitutional Sub-Counittee to word suitably the
decisions made with regard to the Constitution,
Frs Z. Stott and Lirs Dietriech,

1C. A. l.nutes of the Hational Conference held in Johannesburg
in Novenbern: 1959 confirmed, with the conpletion of
Fara. E. Legal Defence in the index page 3 to recad
The notion that the Dlack Sash canpaign to make Legal
Defence available to all was JIT.DUAWN as it was
acknowledged that this was pornissible as conducting
propaganda, enlisting support and aid for the obscrvance
of civil rights. (See page 22 of the Hinutes)

Proposed Irs {'Calaaghan, scconcded lirs 5. Johnson of
Matal I:idlands,

B. Illinutes of the ilational Council Ileeting held in
Johanncsburg in lovember, 1959 were confirmed,

croposed Krs 3. Curry (Corder) and lirs A, Firie (Cape E.)

11. A Arisingz cut of tihe liinutes:

(i)  Anendment to Clause 2(i)(b) of the Constitution.
AZ.A7D that this be considered under Constitutional
foendnents, o, 19 on the Agénda.

(ii) rage 23 of the Iiinutes - llew Zesolutions -
Co-operation sith cther organisations.
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11. A. (ii) Page 235 of the llinutes - llew iiesolutions -
Co-cperation with other organisations.

The resclution read that since every IRlack Sash
Iletber 18 dedicated te the support of denocratic
prineciples we sirould pursue these principles
regardless of any criticism we nay incur; and
should be prepared teo co-operate, on specific
prcjﬂctﬂ, withh other organisations 'rhen they are
weriting towards the sane end.
Clari.fication was nceded:-
waether the intention had been
tiat the IZlaeclt Sash would be able to co-operate with one
crganisaticn only, aad if so, whether the position needed
reviewing. (Sece Cirecular 47)

Cape .Jestern had interpreted the resolution tc mean there
could be co- y-operation with orzanisations neaning uore
than one, but Irs ..obb, on re-recading the resclution and
thic digscussion thereafter anprecaited the interpretation
of ilatal llidlands;

3, Transvaal had interpreted the resclution teo mean th at
if co-operaticn were with an crganisati-n like Kace
~2lations there coull be only one organisaticn but if
with pclitical parties then there oust be nore than one;
lfatal iddlands, in the light of their presentation of

the resclution at the 1959 Ccnfercence felt that co-
operaticn with one organisaticn was allowed at the
discreticon cf the ..egional Ccuhneil.

The Chairman ruled that it was clear that the intention
was tnat the Clack Sash be allowed to co=-operate with
any one orjanisation on a specific prcject.

Further discussion cn the prineiple of co-operation
weuld be permissible under llo, 15 of the Agenda -
Central sxecutive - Adninistration, when Circular 47

would ba ccnsidered,
B, Arising out of the I“nutzs of the llational Conference, 1958

(a) to (d) woulé be cconsidered under ilo, 18 of the
Lgenda - Inplencentation,

12, llatters arising ocut of the l.inutes of the liational Council
Anutes, 1959:-

(a) U.I. at Crains Yrust Ileetings:-

Iirs Stott repeorited tiat the Black Sash :ad continued to
try to get n*nhur of the United arty to anrear on
Drains' Yrusts but regretted that t- nad not yet
succceded, Tn 1959 she had said that if we c-uld get
a Hationalist audicence w2 rould get a U.F. speaker

and, although, at llocrcesburg there had not been a U.P.
speaker, nany influential n-abers had cquericed the absence
so that I'rs Stott was econvinee?d that if there were
encugh Srains “rusts in llationalist areas we would find
thaat in due eccurse U.I. would be able to take part.

S. Transvaal also repgrted their lack of success.

(b) Argus Constitutional Competition:-

Ilrs Stott reported that whilst in Johannesburg she had
not bzen able to et tic sead Cffice to agree to do the
Conpetition nationally, and locally it was considered to
be a great deal of work with little interest and possibly
a largzs nu ber of inacceptablce consotitutions. Under

the sircunstances it was tuought advisable to drop the

idea.
I.I.'/q-l‘tll
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12,

(e)

(a)

()

(g)

(h)

Ixnaerts with Dlue rrints for a ne'r Censtitution:-

lirs €'Calaaghan (llatal Iididlands) and Irs Stott (C.3.)
repcrted that cuing to worlk done on aucthor Constitution
I'r l.clteno, Trcf, Whonpson and Or Trookes vera unable to
d¢ anything about the C.nstitution.

There would be further discussion on the Ccastitution
under Mo, 18 ¢of th. Agenda - I;oplepentation,

The Derder  ucstionmaire ad be:on draum up and the v arlous

-

cucstions had gonz out tc tho «~ogions, ~ocrder had not
carried thecir proicet zny further on acecuiit ¢f the [Energency.

~czicnal leeds for 2 Tail Fund:-

Hatal ilidlands - investigated Ltut as et no need;
Cerder and Cape Zastern  the sane;
3. Transvaal - a groat need; nct beins done by the Llack
wash;
Cape Testern - 2o great need and being earricd ocut by
the Zlaek Cash,

Gordon _agn-il flay:-
li‘rs Stott reported that Tcordon Zazgnall had asked te be
rclecascd frcecn his cbligation to the Slack Sash as lirs
llewton “hompscn had aslied 21 to write a play for the Union
Jay calobraticns, The pl=y, "2irth c¢f a llation"

had been & roaring success, ‘“he entire thene of the play

was the uvaticnal Convention, an? cach word lLad authentically
been said, t was significant that over and cover again

the delegntes hal urged the very things fer which the

Glack Sash stocd; and had underlined what would happen if

the vote were denizsd the blaclzs and coloured.

The play new belenge to the Oxford University TFress who

have full ri hts of reproduction. I'r Zagnall had however
stated that he would be delighted if the Zlack Sash chose
to.put this play on wherever they had an adecuate Lep. Seociety
Hrs Stott strongly recoiui:ended that all nenbers read the

play which showed up the fzults ¢f Union and the necessity

for a rigic¢ Counstitution,

There had be:zn scne tallk ¢f getting the views of Cliwve
Schreiner = Closer Unicn by Clive Schreiner had now been
re-princed and was well worth rceading.

Fhoto ra~hic Zxhibition:-

lrs wavidoff rencrted that the S. Yransvaal was still
very kecn on their Thetographic dxhibition but there had
been no tine to &c anytling,

Unicn Say srceession:-

Cape vwestzin reported cn a very successful Unicn Jay liarch
It had been attendel by between six and ten thousand pecple
of all ages, kinds and colours. There had becen a final
serviee of re-delication, The ~eglication was read in
dnglish by liigs Jindhan, in iAfrikaans by llr. Zierdien,

(a Enslen§ and in desa by an --frican priest. The spzeches
nad been given by Sx-Chief Justice Centlivres, Iir Jceseph
I'Tkatlo and the ..ev. .. Joorst,

Cape vestern were congratulated on cn the success c¢f the
Ilarch, coneceived by the ~ernanus ~ranch and organised by
people from all sorts of organisations, I'rs «scnderson

and lirs van Seln were particularly ceongratulated.

S. Yransvaal had had high hopes c¢f staying at the Union
cuildings for Union 3ay and for the neeting of the Cabinet.

Yhere had bzoen only abcut 80 wenmen in the anphitheatre and
ﬁ/iiill
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(i)

(J)

(1)

13-

in the still silence of the anphitheatre it had been
ricst inpressive, I’rs nLaliinger and Iirs Sinclair spoke
very well but therc had been nc publiec, The wedication
nad been printed cn twe apge beards and stood on either
side of ths eatrance. It was notowrcrthy that there had
beoil several pick-up vans and every wouaon prescent had
been well phcte raphed, Yhc service had been toc short
and there woere too fow peonle se they had gone Zom to

s A 1
oaurch Stroot.

vatal 14illands hel attended the re-=dediecaticn service
given by tlie Uouneil in their Zlaek Sashces and had sat in
o speelicnlly rescrved scction. The country branches had
identificd thaencelves with varicus interdencninational
services.

Flan cf fetion for ..ocgicns:=-

B E |
coagsrel

tc ba eo

=

under +nplenentation.

Irs Sineclair's Polish:

fhe C.2. Lad net becn able te de anything and Juring the
a@aergencey tais Diad beon returned to irs Sineclair.

Signeture Yunc, “Yheme scng, or Slezan:-

fherc were nco ideas Ifrci: the regions and it was agreed
that this natier be eclcsed. If at any tine any i:enmber
couposed a song cor slogan the C.E. could be netified,

Stringent Judget for the Central Zxecutive to roduce costs:-

“he best had been dene and the Treasurer reporte? that in
he last six nponths cf the last year the budget had been
raduced by 50%. The rest of the expenditure was
raflected in the Pinanecial Statenent.,

It was pcinted that curtailing thz budget had ncant
curtsiling preopazanda,

£y

The llational Zresident prescented her report:-(Annexure 4)

fdoption ncved by lirs Javidoff, scconded Mrs le feuvre
and aceceptaed with acelauation,

iirs -avidoff (5. Trancvazl) said that while congratulating
tie llaticnal <resident cn her report she wishoed tc ake

a suggestion tiat as 155C wculd long be renenbered as the
year ol tae Imergency an’ that the --2gions shkould compile
an intinate an® faithiul record of everyt.ing they had
dene -anl these reports, together rith the ilaticnal
rresident's repcort shecul? be bound togethor as a Zaith-
ful reecrd cf the weork done by the weomen of the D“lack

Sash dJuring tize wvear 19350, ‘ais wras scconded by lirs

IZ. Fisher (5.7r=znsven

I'rs 7, Snitcher (Central ixecutive) strenucusly cpposed

2ig as a reccimendation for several reascns as not only
exirencly fcolish and extremely dangerous., “heir
activitics had been quite legal but nevertheless were
activities whieh the Gevernnent ccouls use as 2 lever or
bludzecon.

Iirs Stott (Central Zxecutive) backed up lirs Lavideff's

idea but ccnsidered lirs Snitecher had gocd grcunds for

advising caution. The faithful reecrd might inplicate

others,

Irs’ _avideff reylicd that when six enbers of the 3.

iransvaal Jxecutive had sought the highest legal opinion
Tage 5/eee



Hational Ccnference Caps Town 31st Cetober, 1950 Paga 6.

they were urged to keep full ninutes and records.
IT WAS .BECCI1IEHNDID: =

that a.. intinate record fcr 196C be ccmpiled -
but as the voting was 5 for/l against/1/ abstcntions
the Chairmnan ruled that this reconmendation cculd not be
accepted.

14, Itens for vwcneral Discussion:-

1. That the oninion of the Zlack Sash as o whele zhould be
gougnt roegariing the alvisability of leaders of the Zlack Sash
ccntesting seats as candidates fer any politieal party.

I? JAS AGRERSD that there should be no linitations set at all
levels; and 23 fn»/— nganinst/1 abst.
that thcre should be no stated resclution,
g for/5 agninst/9 abst,.

2. rass Laws, -ritl: spoecial refercnce to:-

(a) Decewber 1lst, after whieh all African woiien nust carry
reforence beiks:i-
lrs Stott (Central Execcutive) ro orted that the Central
itxacuiive had written tc the national corganisaticns of
Cc.merce, iIndustries, charitable corganisations and
walfare crganisaticns as well as the Jutel ..cfcrned
Churches, cn a national level, asking thoa te use their
influence to sec that Tass Laws, in so far as tacy affect
Lfrican wonen should not be applied. The letters iwere
available for the ..ecgicns I r this shoull bhe followed up
at a regi-nal iocvel.

(1)

(ii) Mrs Stoy Zape estern) had sugrested that pecple should
bo challenged tc defend the Tass Laws end shiculd be chall-
enged to public debate.

(iii) 'The sponscring ¢f a series of advertiscnents or an advert-
isericnt shcwing with cartoons and suitablzs logends what
uas ha noned te Alriean wonen, Varicus nanbers of Cape
Jestern had tried to formulate a scrics of cartcomns just
pricr to date after which wonen nust carry rcference
books showinz whait could hanpen tc them. Scoie were run
in the nress but were discontinued as it was felt tacere
was not sulficient inpact. ©Other .egicns could try.

lirs Cavidoff (S. Transvaanl) said that very reeently at a neet-
ing of the 14 crzanisaticns she had boen teold that the African
wornien have taken :eforence Zcoco. s and she wondered how eficct-
ive it weuld be rorking against the becoks, Jould it not be n
nore c¢ffeective to woriz for the aboliticn of the Fass Laws,

Irs Spottiswcode (Central ixecutive) reported that Prof,
Clivicr had stated that SACLA had asked for. the totsl abolition
of reference bs ks for African wonen,

In reply to a questicn from Ilirs Fisher (5, Transvaal) it was
given that the Chambers of Comzerce raeplicd that they had
already uade pctent ropresantation and it woull not soerve any
further purpcesa to do nere; thie Chaber of llincs, and sotary
nas not rerlied. A copy cf the article frowr Jiz Jurger

Liad beoen atiached; and

It was understccd that tho reason why tace datz icr the books
nad been postponed was becnuse s¢ nuch pressure had been
brecugit tc bear frciz within, the llaticnalist party,

Frs wobb (Zape J.) t.1d of a regular serics of articles
Page T/ave
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L]

shewing hor the laws had been tightened up in the Cape T

The _ reperte.. 2ad listensd tc cases at -the Zail Fund cffice:
fcllcuwed cases of youngsters and romen boing cndersced cut and

then from the peclice courts investigated the scris of fines ete.
The Jdditcr had pronised an artiecle per weel Lut last week there
had been threc articles = ¢r rather threce hunair steries.,

Iirs Curry (_order) asked if the infernaticn - could nct be
used in lcotter form as tae public read the-letters in prefer-
ence tc articles and alsc it wae casior for worder tc get a
letter published werl Icr rcrd than having an actiele dis-
torted.

lire iearce (Cape /) tcld of 85 fanzilios being ondcrsed ocut -
tihiere was cquite literally no legal place whare they could go,
She preposed o cocneretl CIifer to the government that they would
take a fanily tc whoeraver the gurarment says they are legally
ontitled to be; they would have a Pustpgrapher take pictures

of the packing up; cf a night on the way; ~;a of the place

where they are tc settle = probably hlaa? AL hapa, This would
innediately b followed by o fauily wic dave nowdi---- 4+, g9
legally.

I“rs .obb said that thoy visunlisced starting with the publicity -
they were prepared to pay for a whole fanily nrevided that the
governnent guarantccd a place, a scheol and eniployuient.

She felt that if this scheue @id ge wreng it eculd alfeet the
wnole Llaclk Sash,

I'rs Stctt foared it night looxz teo africans as if the "lack Sash
werc ready tc sunvort the recoval of sfricans cut ¢f the Cape.
She felt it wculd be wiser te concentrate cn the families who
TemEron TIO "T*'p-;'l:rﬂ' tc' gﬁl

Hrs lo @onewn fmaps 7, ) thought the offiecials were caught in a
trap and Lir de Jet Hel shenldd be the target.

I'rs iobb proposed and lrs 3toy (Cape 7.) secconded that Cape
festern be allowed tc go ahead with thelr idea.

The principle .JAS AFFLCVE. UNAIIIIICUSLY,

Mrs cavidof? susgested that the hu an intarect story he dev-
eloped through the perscnal cclumms - "rillian where are youv
7ecu haven't bean houe for tiwe days." and sc on and con until
tae whacle story is revealed;

that twe menbers cof the 5. *ransvaal
write in satirical forn wiat ha —-cned tc Lfricans; and

tiat when ycuthso dispppeared into
refornsteries tie fanily be raid xm thdr cxpenses for going to
see their son.

4 suitable dencnstration by Jhite -romcn of synpathy with
African wonen thc are separated fren their fanmilies.

lirs Stott (Central Zxceutive) outlined ther scheme for a
schenie cf self=sacrifice toc bring heme to the sfrican wonen
particularly that rse have a fellos feoling; a gesture of
identification which should malke the Africans foel a great
warnath.

I“rs C'Callarhan felt this type of actica would ba well
understccd by the indians particularly, and the sfricans

and although Iirs 5. Jouznscn \llatal 1'idlands) agreed personally
it was a wcnderful idea, shc feared ridicule of the Llack -ash.

lirs Curry (Zorder) felt that the bare statencnt in the Agenda
had not nade for understanding by her *egicn and although she
personally was proeparsd to accept the schene she. 4id net know
if sh: would have the backing of her segion,. Tage 8/4ee
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Mrs lirie (T. Cape) was against the scheme as she felt it
wculd nct have any inpact eon these cn wheon lrs Stett wished
tc nake an inpact. It weculd fall flat and the Zlaeck -ash
wculd be ridiculed and be labellae? as cranks,

Iirs Snitcher (Central Izccutive) {isngr=:l. ous asikeld wac the

pecople were oun whcn tae _‘lack Sash was trying tc nale an
itiprassion. “his was a fine way to shﬁJ viie Lfrienns there
were pecpla wio cared about thizu, Lfrienna had n wvery ccogent
feeling that nc cnc wam$e-$e carcs about then and that no onc
wants t: help then. e nay be courting ridicule but =mzengst

the najority cnly adniraticn and suprort.

lirs Stott did not want a vete on the prineiple but neoved
and Lrs C'Calaaghan scconded

that the Black Sash 1:nd support tc a group cof its nenbe
whe wish publicly to deny thensclves f:r o B2Fies
speecifics poricd in crder tc identify thensclves with

ke suffocrings of African wenen, caused by tiie Iass Laws,

lirs ¢ 'lalaaghan, in scconding, said there were two psyciclogical
reascns for ridicule - fcar and guilt,

RE30LUTION ACCRETED ¢ for/6 against/S abstenticns,

Tho Chairnan fclt that the iten cn the agenda asking for
discussion ocn"a suitable Jouonstraticn by Thite wcuoen of
syupathy -rith s&frican scuien abhe are scparated froo their fanil-
ies" Jid not give zany kind of idea tc the “eziocns ci what

has bcen pronosaed. Jone weitbers 'ay nct like hat forn: of
dencnstraticn and delegatoes have no dircetive. Ohe, therefore
ruled thot tie wegicns tak:z back this resclution (given above)
which .ns been passed by 59votas for/5 against/ 9 abstentions
The paint had been nade that sone *-egions had ne idea of what
the criginsl iten ¢i agenda nieant 1nd thwus thcir dazlegates had
no idea Lcw the ~egicns vanted thenr tc vete.

Thereficre tae é&l:g"tes were to tale baell the resclution,
discuss it fully with {ae secicns and write back to the
Contirnl ixeceutive, “E_Tua liy_ DIACHIIDIDR, giving thc opinion of
tho «egion.

It weuld bo helpful if tio reply incerpcrated rceascns why
the *~eglions were for or against the schene as ithis =reuld give
a bettor cverall pictures.

Ilrs otoctt asked that when dcelegates -rere putting her sciene to
tieir «ogicns they stated Eku31fiﬂ 11? that the greoup wisheld
publiecly tc deny thons lves of hone couforts - neaning Gone,
husbands, children, luxuries and tacir ordinary good fceod,

(¢) Under 3ceticn 23 of t:a Jrban Arcaos sct Africans nay have
fanilies intrcduced if there are loeal faecilitics for then,
e.g. housing cte. -wing tc the Zisczlen Line pclicy, thesec
facilities 1ay nci be previded in the Cape Jestornm arca. It
is su;gcested that the ~laclk Sash shcul?l try to d¢ scneitaing to
change this,

1'rs 3tott (Central Ixccutive) said thaat in the rest of tle

¢ untry toe Covermnent produced hcuses, schools ote, but
hﬂﬂauﬂe nf the =iselen Linc poliey raereby Lfricans arce 10 be
renoves freir the Cape /. lhcusing schones ste arc pro tty well
at o standstill, Yaere was nothing in Seeticn 23 that
speeified that African fanilics night nct be allowed in the
arca if there vrere facilities. Thercfcre if souigone pro-
duced lhcuses, sckocls cte then the Jovit ccul? not prevent
Lfricans 1.oving in. She thus ranted, particu larly in the
Cape, tc get peeplc to provide foeilities whiell the Zevt went
brevide and then tixe cnus sculd be on the lovernment 30 stcp
these pecple. Yo son2 extent this was a publicity siunt but

Eﬂgﬂ 9’/-::
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but also we c.uld be getting on with o schene for getting houses
for siricans,

lrs Spottiswoode {Euntral Zxecutive) said that in Stellenbosch
the Hative Serviec Levy had net been used and the way to do

lirs Stott's schenme wcould be to go to the big cnployers and find
out if, in fact, the Levy was being used for hcusing when the
hcousing was so inacdecquate. They ccould then bring pressurce to
bear cn the authorities,

Frs J/illis (Central Zzceutive) pcinted cut that thc conly places
where aAfricans cculd live were [yangza and Langa.

lirs Snitcher (Central iixecutive) preointed cut that the author-
ities were conpletely bound by the diselen Line pelicy and
since 1952 therc was no hope ever c¢f getting permicsion to
build houses, If we 4id get the eﬁnitnl, how were we to
inp1¢lont the schenec The lative Service uwevy closed because
2% million Gﬁllﬂﬂtﬂ' by the authrritiecs was lying idle - noney
neant for the provision uf services for Langa and llyanga.

he way reply is tc put pressure tc reverse the Sisclen Folivy
=iBe

lirs Stoy (Cape J.) endcrsed cverything lirs Onitcher had said
The only thing to 3o vas to get the departrncnatl poliey reversed,
If Irs Stott's idea of attaclting an adninistrative ruling was
followed then the result would be that these duties would be
taken away froo tiho loeal authoritios and given to the central
aovernnent., Thercefore the cnly woy tc work was to rencve the
aisclen oine policey.

lirs dvans (llatal {idlands) said this idea was not a ncew c¢ne. In
llatal they had starteld an Utility Coy aftcer o deputation to

the City Ccuneil. Thereafter there were 59 sters and ten
different anthorities to consult - and she wondered if lirs
Stott had locked intc all these difficulties

I'rs Stott asked for an cendorsenent of her schene, tc raise
nncney for local facilities fer nfrinanﬂ, 5% as to show up and
gxpcse tie Jovernuent. TIS JTAS CALGIED. 19 for/4 against

(e) Any other special - cints for discussion:

I'rs 8. Jechnscn (lTatal 1'idlands) said that this was to be

Fanily Year - devoted ic ioproving Fanily Lifc and she suggested
that the Tlack 3Sash could take ndvantage of this = e.g. how
African Fanily uwife was not being nurtured.

The follcowing suggestions were nade:-

(1) In llatal cc-coperaticn with the Jonen's Institute who
were carrying out the Panily Life year - syeakers to
offer to spealk cn life nuong the Africans;

(ii) Co-operaticn with several crganisations - &,g, if there
were a Show then we cculd have a stand showing /African ¢
fanily Life;

(iii) Mrs Stott's schene of self-denial cculd be tied up with
this - and follcwing on her schene wenen could practice
somme form of self-denial and ccntribute that to African
families - e.g. thoir meat ration;

(iv) A formal protest frcnm the Dlack Sash #had cn the prineciple
that the sovernncent has cconsidered Thite fanilies cnly
in their Panily Life Year,
The 11.C.77. in Cape Town ha” reofused tc eco-cperate as
only Mmite fanilies were tc be included, and they were
infcrned that there wceculd be regional schenes for non-

hites.

(v) The :fellington cencnstration could be used tc highlight
the inicguitices of the Govermnent with regard to Fanily
if

=l Tare 107,444
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(v J that there he a national staterent con this.

Ax3AD UIAlIICUSLY  that tae attention of n~ll :egions be
drawn tc tae fact that fanily Lifce Tear nrovides an ideal
opportunity to spotlight the plight of African fanilies,

Mrs Stoy (Cape T) sai that in Care 7. there 4nd reccently been a
strict tightening up ¢u influx ccntrol - started by C.I.D. investi-
gaticns an< resulting in presceuticns of eclerks cte. The ¢ was an
increasing ancuat of ccrruption and this nade the werk of the

Elack Sash alnicst inpossibloe becavse of the stringent contrel now of
influx regulations, Tiere werce a nunrber cf woion being endcrsed

cut whc guitc liternlly had ncvhere tc go.

She asixcd -egions if they would go back and cheel if this sane
stringency was in their narcas for we nust try te find EEUE relaxation
The hopelessness, despair and anger was anpalling. The natter was

urgent and’ any cther n“giﬂﬂ recuiring factual eviinﬁez cculd get
1nfer;at1un frcix Capa .

IT fA5 AZ..::D that Ilrs Stott and irs Stoy , in view of Iirs Stott's
interviﬂw with IKr de Jet 1:l, could fly up tc see iir de ‘et lel
wit. cascs of what is actually hanrcning - in -~ - cf his intention

Heed to alert cther organisations to spoecial nceceds where this
appears to have been over-locked

Fron the Jdiscucoion it anpeared that nest ..cgions had in fact
been Zeing this an’ bringing nressurc to bear con those institu-
tions whiech shcull have boen earrying out their dutices,

I’rs ugchlaaghan seecnded by I'rs licbb felt we should not have
anything Jdown in blaec!: and white and we should be extreonely
iAl-advised to have even a recomieniation.

IT 145 LCCEFTED by Conforence tiaat there are tines when it is
necessary to bring pressure tc bear on other organisaticns,
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Jh. The futur: ofrthe Llack Sash, ccvering the feollcwing points.-

(i) Thether the work which tihe Blaek 8ash is constituted tc do
is boeing undortalzen by any cther group:-

Iirs Stott (Coentral Txecutive) said that “t and boon her great
pleasur: tc tour the ..egzicns ¢f the laek ~ash and she had
foun? nany cut off and inaetivc and beeause they had found
nothing in their area that they thought was Dlack Sash work.,
This has further becn highlighted by a2 meno fron Lowveld who
feecl the Llaek sash should cease, It wvas inn rtant to nake
fienwers realise thiat the rork dcone Ly the “laci Sash was not
being dcae by anyone else,

The following energed fro: the discussicon:-

e The Dlack 3ash was doing work nc cther ﬂrranlsatlﬂn was doing;
b, it was establishing bridzges between all sections ¢f pelitical
thinking;

C. it was invaluable in the Tield of nsking contacts with the non-
whites = the inere?ible worlt of the Faarl/Jeilingtcn Lranch
had proved that pecple had no conception of what was going on
in their tewns - not even tihoss responsible for «fricans realis-
ed what was hap-ehing;
thoe successful experinent in consultation earried out

by lirs Lcrr*s and I'rs “Jelsh in the 5. Transvaal;{report attached)

- the nulti-racial tea-parties of Ilatal idlands;

- the worlz of the wegions Juring th: 'nergency when far
from ensuring no ccntaets between “1&2 and Tite the Jovernnent
by their actions, brocuzht abhout contacts never Ireaned of.

d. it was an inportant agent of education - educating nembers and
the publie not only thirough propaganda but alsc as a result of
tihe practical cxperience gnined im its varied activities;

e o it was absclutely vital in o country -rhere pelitics rere
diverced fron ethies = scnecnz to upheld and naintain the dual-
ity boetween politiec nnd ethics;

f. it hal reachel the stage wien the Zlaelk Zash could investigate,
negotiate and initiate sciicthing but 2id not necessarily have
to ecarry it thrcugh. It was our strength that we could
dynaniite groups intc aetion and then retire gracefully -
¢efe. The IZlacix ~ash had startel the Sharpeville iergeney Ffund
an® handed that cver to the _-cfenee and wsid, and tc the wed
Cross., It had started a speeial Vigilanee Zonmdittee and
handed that cver to o2n qﬂuﬂﬂthH corimiitteco;

1T Tl AGRELD that never had the laelr Sash huun so needed,
ruqarts vn iuplenentaticn izade the Jelﬂgﬁtus realis nis fully;
1950 2ad becn 2 testing year and the “lack wash haﬂ cocnie out wveary
well and it was significant that thcs: ..egions nost intinately in
contact with the snergeney had not cnly proved to thensalves and the
public that they U“ru Jeing work Thlcﬁ cuul’ nct be Jonc by any
cther crpganisatich but glsh these -.ezions .2d attracted new nenbers,
In certain cutlying are yhere thare has nect beon so nuch activity
there was this fooling that the Zlaelr Sash pust paelt up - ,wvﬂld,
il. Yransvaal, 5.3, Transvaal z2nd one country branch in .atal
izidlands; but against this was the fornation of two now ‘ranches
in the Lorder, new zenbers cn tie Corusittee and inerceaseced nerbership;
inercased uanbursaln in the 3., “ransvaal,rencwed interest in ilatal
iidlands (duc to I'rs Stott's visit) ana aruﬂt activity in Zape .
were
delegatusfurguu tc mnle thelr nenbosrs reclise the need fcr the
Clack Sashj; to encourage ncre ncetings in country arcas; the necessity
for recruiting drives; thc value-of nzetings for voung paopile; and to
try to include .. frikaaons wcnen in their experinents -in ccnsultation,
especially woumen frow the nissions and in the si:aller dorps.

The Chairnan pointed cut tant there were vast potentials, whcole new
apprcaches and many 1nter:st1ng idecas with which to instil new life
into the —ranches. Ire Savidoff told cof the “”itor c¢f the London

Observer who had asked for an artielc on wonien's aectivities and when
he got the artiecle asked abeut the Jlael Sash for in his assessrient

12/ e e
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they were doing a particularly valuablc job,

(b) The possible effects on the Ilack Sash cf the advent c¢f new
nclitical parties:-—

WHatal imidlands - cnly 21iiect was cne snall eccuntry branch,
Ladis .ith had decided to clesce down after ithanking the
“lae’c Sash for econditicning thzir pocliticla thwought;

™

5. Transvaal - there hald be:xn additicns to tre ranks cf the
Clacl wash fron the newly forned frogrescives;

Cane /., — thsse werking hard “n the new parties were crking

even zarder in the Tlack 3ash; the rogressive arty,
after boing antagonistie now adnitted there was a lot of
work the Elack Jash coull 2o that they eculd nct - for.

we with our varictics cof npariies had a greater publice

and we had uore facilities for pracitieal rork. The result
was wore aprreciaticn of the Tlaelr sash by the Frogresasives,

LH

Bastern Cape — a2 fow sclitary uenbers in a few Zranches Lad felt
the <srogressive Iarty wculd talke the placce of the ISlack
Jash, but it zad been pointed out that the Zlack -Sash
was dcing crk nce pelitical,narty cculd do. There was
ne sign ¢f the Lational Tnicn,

_crder - Q0o repercussions., There were new nenbers, Tacy
were dcing 2 lot cf pclitienl educaticon nnd made the wonen

realise waat tae lack oansh was “cing,., Ilc pention of the
Haticnsl Union.,

cape liidlands - lirs Cconroy said that the valuce of the Zlack Sash
in her aren was that tiey ccull speak as cutside a party
and cculd get across single pcints unbiassed by party
pulitical standpoint,

I‘rs Stott comnented on the significance that the ilational Union
ecnsisting preponderantly of dissi’ent ilaticnalists, sccecned to be
mainly in the Jestern Cape. At loorecsburg the pecple had been
zlad t¢ hear Japic Lasson. She reninded Zelegates that the -new
partics were cnly tocc happy te save thensclves crganisaticn and liked
to use scoeone clse's pj;atforn. The _lack ~ash shculd take advantage
cf this and it might in tine foree the J.FP. and then the taticnalist
party tc take part,

In general, what are the pessgible politieal develepuents and how
shculd . the Zlack 3ash rcact an? plan:-

irs Stott felt that the extreuists hnd a groun pushing ‘and
pushing fcr ncre extreic legislation, L 2issident group was very
strcng, especially in the Tape, but not yet suificivntly at hone in
any cther .roup to leave the liationalists, Tis was cbvicusly
sonething tc be prayed Icr and helped. If the iaticnalist rarty
2id nct split tx.a we ecculd expeet cne totalitarian lecasure aiter
ancther. If thc extrenists in the Transvaal continped to have
contrcl there were foew of us at this Cpnferenee whe woull not be
jail in the forsecable future.

de must do all we ecan to try and help bring about the split in the
Haticnalists, Jaere are a great nuber dissatisfiecd - the Z....C.

is scething within itsclf with unrest about the Ffass Laws ete., SABRA
-ie Lurger - tohere weroe nany indications. A change there would nake
all the difference and :zakke an inecredible differcence tc tic degree

¢f suffering c¢f the ncn-white. ~f tze Zdisclen Line Icliey ccntin-
uad tc be enfcreed thaere weuld be endless niscery, frustration

anl despair, -

1th regard to the United Jarty -

froi_t = :
held out not the renctest hﬂpeyﬁf tﬁeLUf$¥ 3%E£$EE?thetgieg%%gﬁe%gnd
two years tioe.
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e iYrcgressives, she theught, hadn't a hope of wirning 1C3 seats
and unlcss they coulld wi: 75 seats in three years tine cculld not put
heir uscful poclicics intd practice, therefcre thos nad to get

sup; ort frou thcese whe were ncw voting Hat; and they had tc convert
these in a opirit c¢f lots get tegether and sclve these preblens.

The usiberal _arty hal ncre or less had tc writc off white supnort
since the foruatioa of the srogressive Iarty, and in the blacks was
finding it inercasingly difficult to wean the blaclt pacple away fron

black crganisaticons. The blaecks were discrganised and Jistresscd and
no significant crganisation cuierged. In _urban the A.H.C. still
had the greatest hild of the people but the pecple had nct yet risen
freoi: their Jespair. in tle Yransvazl the T.A.C. and A4.11.C. were
abcut evenly natehed The vast najcrity were nct crganised, but
underneath is a seething discontent, For the first tinme the aiberal

Farty were nct given pernissicn to hold a nmeeting in the wceation
this was nct only pig-headedness on the part c¢f the authorities but

in Lrz Stott's view there as suffieicent evidence that it wrould have

becn dangercus.

The crganisation of the ncn-whites is tenporarily shattered, under=-

neath discontent is secthing but ecalescing; that is why there are
tales of violence an’ arson and desperate acticns reccimended by a
fesperate, discrgauised an’ frustrated buncihr cf people.

If we are locking to the whites for. a change then we must fcree a
wedge between the llationalists - but not in a spirit of "I tecld ycu sCv
If locking tc the non-white fcr a change - she did net see any ncn-
white crganisaticn with encugh powere to cause a change. If this
goes cin for leng the government will becone nmore cppressive and there
will therofcre be cre resentuent, anger and hate, and this is what
irs Stott foresaw if we <id not fcree in the wedge. Therefore we
rmust ecntinue to dc¢ all we can in pclitical education - cspecially of

lic dationalists, Cn thoe other side,step up all we ean, cur activities
with regard tc Group Areas, Pass Laws and ¢ob ..eservaticn to help the
naople kcep such rights and libertics as they have left. Je rust do
everything from sizall grcups to larger Conferences. “Je riust oursclves
try to¢ get cthers round a Confercnce table tc sort out cur difficulties.

In the subsequant discussicn tiae following points c¢f view were
axpressedi—

1. llaticnalist cpinicn was begiuning to erysta. lise ancng large
scetions of Nationalists and this was cxtending tc the Transvaal;
ncw was the tine for the Slack Sash in the Tramsvasl to go to
the Lationalists and se: vhat scrt of cormcn ground they could
find an? then te work from there;

2. "Thilst accerting that it was necessary to drive in this wedge,
the nethod Jepended cn the area wherc cne lived. L Cissident
ilationalist had never been found by lrs Yirie in “ort Zlizabeth ,
the only intellectual ifaticnalists were the deninees wio preach-

22 azninst the Inglisl and the non-whites and even allowed
panphlets to be distributed outside thoir churches. The farners
cou. & not bo annroached and the factory werkers were inpossible
suidance was scught on how tc get at these types. 5. Transvaal &
sorder fzlt the same way.

In tiatal Jiidlands rnicst of the iaticnalist pepulations were
railyway workers an’ a large nunber of voting ciphers -
ratring At difficult to get on a co-ordinating basis.

T it was cgueally necessary to convert the inglish-speaking te cut
across all groups and group interests = that we Ao nut think
cnly of the black zan but rotbor that the gocd c¢f the black nan
is also tho goeud of the "alte nang

' fe must get cut cf the friend/fce mentality;

o oriving n wedge is no casy task and required pertinacity and
perserveranne — bput it has to be done;

6. That driving a wedge betwecen the uationnlists is not the way.
Secausce cf the banning cf various crganisations it is true

14/ 00
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there was nct o definite fendership nnd there wns no nucleus but it
woas cokxing ~al  he nucleus wns o black nnationnlisn - naticnnlisn

nad such nn nneenl beeuse ¢ “he whitc naticnnlisn. The Slack

Gosh hns proved by faet thnt hore were white people ready toc weorlk

with the blaek to Dring ~beut o ehnnge-in the future. Yhere was

nc cther wony but tc weriz for an eguitnble nunti-racinl sceicty.

e It was aot n problen of twc groups - English and Afrikaons, but
a problan ¢f asrien ~ind the energent states of Afrien, and the
problz: rmust be scon in the large perspective of thoe werld scene.
S. afriea 1it not exist in_a vacuui: but én ~ ccntinent in a
world therefore the Llaek nsh rust think nere largely.
nations were strugzling for birth anl th: sclution weuld not be
fcund in n split in the snticnnlist party.

8, ‘There wns n danger of beccning less eritienl of tho iationnlists
in cur efforts to rinke contaet ~nd in beconing less critieal
~nd in the fenr of hurting cur per laticnalists thoere is the
annger of ccnprouise = albeit cuite unconscicusly..

9, Lfter considerable discussion ¢n ways nnl nieans, it was
A 0ED thnt o invite o spenker tc address this Confcrance
cn ths subjeet cof the ncral aspectis cf hoth pnssive
an? aective resistance tc unjust laws.
The speaker would be invited for 9 a.n. en Jednesday and
this natter would be left open until after his talk. (Unaninously)

34. 1 (a) In wiew of the suggesvicns for future activity cte it was
caviougly acceptoed that there was a long tern need for the
existenec oi t.e Zlack ouash.

2 . e peliey to be fcllowed sheuid there be ancther State of
Laerpeney ot any tine:-

‘rcposeld irs C'Calanghan, ceecnded Irs —nvidcff and
L3Luans WIANTL G JSLY
tiat n the event ¢f a State of “nerzency being Jeeclared

the Jlnck Sash shculd continuc with all its norioal work

in sc Inr as it renains legal, including -ublie ncetings,
worlk with non-whites and stonds, even with linited

nu:bers.,

rroposed lirs 3, Jehnsen (latal 17idlands) seccnded lirs l.obb {(Cape V)

-'I.':J—?--:.-::

tiint, in tie svent cf another ener ency, nenbers should

Ao all in their,power by neans of zenernl discussion,

om, etisclcas vl LU hoep thoe pnhlie aware of the fact

that th. eccuntry is still in a state cof cuorgency.

10 for/2 agninst/10 ab,

4, See page 1C cof Linutes,

-

5. As. Qur attitude tc putting out infcrnation overseas

m— - — i w

(ij(a) I? IS5 ,4%38D UUANILICUSLY that it is o gocd thing to
ive cut factunl InToriiaticn cverscas; and

(b)  AC.2ID UILIICUSLY that all interviews or stateucnts
fcr cverseas use, in the name c¢f the Llack vash,
shouid bersubject. to the arproval cof the govoerning

hody;
(ii) ACCEITED that it was nct pessible to prevent

nenbers or non-nienuers speaking to the public in

the nauve of the IZlaek 3ash but where the Central
sxecutive knoews of such speakers, inforiation will

bz given to thoen and they will be teold of the. pitfalls.,

(1ii) Men wishing tc bring pressure to bear on S.4.
Treanisations:i-

— . i 1 =5 HEEY
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“IIi) a.

If through the ueans of publishing factual infcrmation
overscas, tacn covered by rescluticns (i)(a) and (b)
on poge 14;

1f o loeal crgonisation dces nct fulfil ite function,
end ofter all reascnable efforts loedl} have failed,
then the Dlack Sash should be able teo go over the head
of the local body. LOST 4 for/7 agninst/14 abst,

ACCEYTED UNANIMNOUSLY that the Clack Sash approves
appealing privately fer Funds cverseas to prouote the
ideals cf the Zlack ~ash and to help the education
progranne.

~iscussion unncecessary.,

Circular llo.47.

AG.EED UNANTIOUSLY that iegicns be given autonony
to interpret the resolution on Ce-cperation with
ctiier .rganisaticns as they consider best for their
l.egicns at any specific tine,

“h2 resclution reads:-

tiiat sinee cvery “lack Sash nenber is dediecated to the
support of deliceratic principles we shculd pursue these
principles regardless of any eriticism we nay incur;
and sihculd be prepared tc ec-operate, cn specific
prcjects, with cther crganisations when they are
worizing tewards the saoe end,

(See alsc page 3 of these Ilinutes)

I'rs Curry (Iorder) proposed and l'rs Stoy (Cape /.)

seconded that the Cenitral .xecutive resolution be

anended tc "that the Black-Sash Sash accepts the
Jeclaration of Junan Lights" AGREED. 20 for/6 against.

The Chairnan stressed that acceptance of the Declaraticn
iweant that the Elack Sash shall strive, by education, to
prcucte respect for the prineiples laid down in the
Jeclaratioi. and that it work towards securing the effect-
ive recognition and chservance of these principles, for
i1t stated in the Irearible tc the Teelnraticn of luman
--ights that this was 2 comncn standard of achievenent for
wiich to strive by teaching and education.

dducation - co-cperaticn-in any caripaign in each area
against the Sducaticn 4 viscry Dcoard.

It was agreed that this was nct a new resolution but
nore in the nature of an inplenentation of ¢ld pclicy.

The Chairuan (I'rs 3tott) said that she had fcund ithe
grentest difficulty in finding new resolutio:., when con-
piling the azenda, Zven the resclution on the Declara-
tion of .uian .ights was nct really a new resclution,

sowne years ago it was accepted as a yardstick by which to

juige Clack Sash behaviour.

Proposecd I'rs _irie, sccended lirs Cardiner (Cape 3.) and
AGREID UNANIMOUSLY that the 3laeck Sash go intc the
question of paid labcur ecnvict labour;

and that paid conviet labour should not coripete with free
labcur, to which it offers unfair coapetition.

This sort of thing inextricably tie” up with lass Laws,
and Influx Ccntrcl;
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s lmst also be ecarceful of “cing a grave disservice to the

_— conviets;

d. luﬂurtuut to bring presﬂure tc bear cn govermient that
convict labour beo 2d cn governntent projects conly,

to find Gut exactly how nuch un-cuploynent is
caused, o to investigate the lrift tc the towns coused
hy this enforeed unemploynent,

a, e’ State has z Juty tc the conviet - not cnly of
punishoent but alsc of rehabilitation by coning into frece
labour tiarket. ©Cnly a strong African Trade Union cculd
contrcl this. AGRD S0 UIIANIIIOUSLY that this be reconuended
with the resclution - Ei} The lack of Trade Unions; and

ii) the task of rehabil tation,

roposed I'rs 1. Pisher and secconded lirs Davidoff (3. Yransvaals}
andi AGHASD UNANIHOUSIA=ICAT I0--DF 1IZCOIT ENDED: -

taat as the wvalue of wvisits tc the ilative Coiv.issioners!
Ccurts has b:cn proved, and as it is accepted that the
presence of observers serves a purpcse in naking officials
aware of public conecern,

(a that this werk be earried cn;

(b that asking cuestions of the cfficials and
writing to the iress should be cneouraged;

(e) that other wegions should be encouraged to Jevelop
this activity;

(a) that the Tloek Sash shoul? ask cucstions relating
to the usc cf scerct courts, ycutl: caips, and the
fate of nen-poclitieal detainees in order tc cxpose
tae extent tc which inforuaticon cn these and other
natters is boeing withheld frcoom the public

(e0  that 'the Zlack Sash,shoull ge inte the adwisability
of having .riscners ~fricnds and/or Lﬂgnl iid
Officers at all C llative Coru:issioners' Courts.

£ menorandun <n ‘“grant Lfrican Zcys and ¥Youth Canps, sent in
by Iretoria, was read,

rroeposed by irs 5. Jchnscn, seecnded bv I'rs C'Calanghan and
LACCII ENSED UNANIIOUSLY

that the Zlack Sash should write to the 'inister

cf Justiec lenianding | ... an assurance that all
pclitieal  detainees, wic have been released without
any speecific charges being nraferred against then,
will not be pennlised in any ay by the stigna of
their huthntlon in jail,

sedication:

The ~edication was re-worded as per Annexure, witix the
addition of the werds "Sc help us God in whese strength
we trust."

17 for/9 ag~inst.

AT
d I.1

2 notion for
+he deletion of "that hisgoryand cur children will defend

us" wns LCST 11 for/13 against/1 abst.)



National Conference Cape Town 2nd November, 1960 Fage 17.

16,

1.

(a)

(b)

(c)

(4)

(e)

(1)

(g)

i.

ii.

(h)
(1)

(3)

(k)

2.

(a)

Central Executive heports:-

don Treasurer

Mrs Willis (Zcn. Treasurer) presented the Balance Sheet
and Inconie and SExpenditure Account for year ended 31st liarch,
1960, Lnnexure 7.

After the Treasurer had answered the querices raisel by the
delregates the adopticn cf the liepcrit was _proposed by Iirs Grant
(5. Transvaal) seccnded Mrs S, Johnscn (Natal Midlands) and
CALLIED UNANIINMOUSLY, The C.E. was congratulated on surplus for the year.

A special tribute was paid tc lirs 7illis who was thanked for

work as ireasurer and for the Slack 3ash,; special thanks were
recorded fer the auditor and a letter would be sent fron Conference.
rircposed by lirs 0'Callaghan, seconded lMrs Jchnscn that the action
taken by the Central Lxecutive during the Znergency tc safeguard

the funds of the _lack 3ash be ratified. AGLEED UNANIMOQUSLY.

Prcposed Mrs Johnscn (ilatal liidlands) seconded lrs leFeuvre (Cape W)
and AGHEED UNANINMOUSLY that thé arrangenent. as at present

ccentinue and that the funds renain in the special acccunt as”
approved by the governing body.

The Treasurer .presentved her lepcrt for the first six wzonths
of 1960, Annexure 7A. Treasurer's Circular T,21.
The statenent of Incoune and Zxpenditure was II0TED.

Arising out of this report:-

Cape ‘7. pointed out that alihcugh they were eredited with 1297
nenbers cn page 5 of the Ieport, in actual fact they had only
1146, the balance c¢f the nunbers being nade: up by.late paynents,

As their balance sheet had bezn in erder 1N. Transvaal had been
granted pernission to close down as a «egion., " In terns of
Clause E?i) of the Cconstitution the Central Executive had re-
arranged the areas sc that Iretoria -1as now a Zranch of the

S. Transvaal, RATIFIED.,

Ilrs ¥illis reninded the ..egions of the twe isolated Tranches in
the II, Trgnsvaal, nariely, l'unnik an? Bandclierskop and urged that
repoerts ete be sent thei: regularly.

AGREID thzot the Levy for the , year be de$ernined under No.19.
Froposed Iirs Firie that the annual subscription be raised to 21
seconced Iirs Jillis; LOST 2 for/22 against.

sroposed lirs Gardiner (Cape Z.) seecnded Irs O0'Callaghan (llatal M)
that the subscription be 10/- tiis t¢ include nagazine subscription,
Irs Javidoff felt that it was ocur job to see that every nmenber

at least has our lagazine, LOST 5 for/1l1 against/

AGRIETD that T.18 the expenditure of the lingazine be % abat.
considered under liagazine iweport,

The magnificent becok, The iioad Ahead, edited by I'rs Spottiswoode,
wastbeing re-printed and Regions were advised that orders could be
subnitted, at the sane price as before., The guarantcer had not
been called upcn for uioney and had agreed to stand guarantor for
the reprint. The £150 would be. paid back direct to hin and t
thiereafter the profit 'rculd acerye to the Clack Sash,

Ilagazine: -

The delegates read the liagazine report presented by lMrs Derman,

iirs —ernan said that sh: had not Iknown that the 3, Transvaal took
so uany lMazazines in excess of their nenmbership as she would
have made special mention of this in her report.
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(b) She regretted tuae lacit-of maverial and coznented cn the

(c)

difficulties =zlLe mnet i. zetting material - she had heard fas-
cinating revcrts and contertaining anecdctes at this Conforence

%pﬂ asked all Regions to submit material.
iews of the ~egions:i:-

liatal Hidlands: The wegion was united in their praise for the
BAitor; tiey had been very thrilléd with the speeizl edition
cn Alueation and ha’ distributel B2 ccpies. Their nertbers had
urged that the I'agazine econtinue ncnthly,. part topical and part
reports. They suggested that uany ¢ld articles worthy of re-
printing be used again. If it were not possihle to produce the
Magazine nicnthly (which they would like even with cheaper paper)
thes they weulld like it bi-uonthly or cuarterly. Greater use
could then be pade of regional reperts which should be eircul ated
ancongst the Dranches.,
They noved a very sincere vote of thanks to the Zditor.

AJCIETEI "TITI ACCLAIATICI,

Zorder: There was nct pueh to add, They liked tha lagazine
rnenthly but but this was up to the &litor, and naterial
from- the wegions. The wducaticn issuc had bezn a great success
General Jistrilbution - practically 2ll the nenbers gct the
lagazine and it was distributed tc the libraries etc,

Lorder Culletin eane cut every two ncnths,

Bastern Cape would like the llagazine ionthly as they realised

hew valuable it was tc the country branches; Ju-ing the nergency
they felt conpletely cut off; but they Jdid realise the difficulties
Sistribution - strceet sales hal becn disc.ntinued Juring the
Anergency but thoey woull be re-started. They scld in the

varicus suburbs so a gFocd eross section of Fort Tlizabeth received
thoe lMagazine, Jder *egion hald reccrdel n speeial vote of thanks
for the speocial edition, but protested strongly against the Central
Bxecutive for net allowing then tc send copies to tlie headnasters
of the schcols, these were the scrt cf people who should have
ha? this edition, espeecially as prineiples and schcocl inspectors
had askeld fcr then,

The Chairnan nointed cut that it was not the intention to send

cur liagazine to those who 2id not want it cr to those to whon

the liagazine night ecause enbarrassnent, — especially to civil servants.

difficulties

Cape ./, were in a better position tc judge the / net by the

Editor and as a result recori:ended a guarterly production, They

did send cut a guartorly llewssheet and if need be could step thaw

up.

Distribution - thrcugh the Zranches;

Cutside oales - tlis ap~Yiel cnly tc the special edition;

58 to 60 were scent cvero.as znd tc o022 pecple whe were not nenbers,
/monthly

Natal Coastal - ws.ll like a llagazina, if it were at all

pcssible, sup:-ort the reguest for cll artieles to be re-

printed; ani were enthusiastiec abcut the Zducation edition. They

had sent copies of this to the heads of schocols privately.

Sistribution - tc menbers thoe pay, and abcut 5C ¢ccocpies to libraries,

crganisaticns cte.

3. Transvaal - would prefer it :onthly but rculd accept a quarter-
1y issue cn speei=al subjects e.g.a Tass Law issue, or on broad
issues with a roneced néwsletter,

Distributicn - left to Branche?d who also dispose of copies to
people outside the Tlack Sash, They had tried street sales but
this had not been very successful,

Their =egicn was very disappcinted that there ald béen no uention
of the erk dens by their **egion in the Jduecaticn issue, lirs
Sinelair wculd like toc speak on tihis whzn she arrived.

Chairman - ithare were nc reports of activities cf the Zlack Sash
in tue &sducation issue.

Froposed Iirs iiobb, seccnded lirs liarquard that the Claeck Sash
I'agazine be issued cuarterly an? shculd be of such quality ih at

19/....
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it can be sc¢ld teo t e publie as well as tc nenbers and that ilegions
be recortiended tc prcduee o regular regional newsletter inccrpcrating

necws

(b)

(e)

(a)
(e)

(£)

Y

(a)

ii,

ii.

iv.

vi.

vii.

freco other *egions,

Frcposed lirs vavideff sceonded Mrs Fisher that the nunber of
issues of the lagazine per annun be left tc the inconing govern-
ing body. AGRRED, 12 for/9 against/3 abst.

Frcposed I'rs Stott, seccnded lrs larquard that that the cost of
despateh of the llagazine be borne by the repgion raceiving the
liagazine, LOST 7 for/13 agninst/4 abst,

(0COIT ZIDED that all naticnal staterients shcoculd in future be
included in the Dlack Sash lagazine., 20 for/1 against/5 abst.

Ircpesed lirs 5, Jchnscon an? scecconded lirs C'Callaghan that

effcrts be nade tc give the Clack -~ash nagazine editorials

Union-wide publicity and with this <nd in view that SLTA be

ap.rcached tc find cut what steps are practicable, LOST. 5fcr/6aga:
12 abst.,.

The Ilzgazine in tine of Energency - the resclution taken under

iten 14, 34 2 (page 14 cf the llinutes) wzul? apply, i.e.

that the Zlack “ash would continue with its nornianl work (the

uagazine) in sc far as it renains legal,

Aduiinistration:

Mrs retersen said that under the cagle eye of lirs Jillis the
Central Ixecutive had cut Jdown stringently and this had affected
the anount of printel propaganda, The Central :ixecutive had
tried this year ncre live preopaganda - Zrains ‘irusts, visits to
wegicns ete.

The following poipnts were nade:-

Repions and Branches wanted:-
Visits by the Central Ixecutive = in scne areas this had not

only re-vctalised existing niembers but had been a powerful
recruiting and converting fcree;

copies of all ..egional reports to be sent to the Zranches
so that the rank and file was kept aware of the pany activities
of the Zlack 3ash;

if il were at all possible - .egions weould like additional ccopies
of the reports frci: cther Regions;

¢ne section of the .wegicnal repcrt in which news frca cther wegions
and the ventral ZExecutive was surnarised;

to be nctified of national statements; the right of regions to

gtate tacir objections to any national statenent was re-iterated

but this objection was cf no value if the natinnal statenent was
no available;

5. Transvaal re-affirned that they 4Aid not like nany of the
naticnal statenents because frequently the C.E. did not apprecaite
different conditions pertaining in different parts of the country;

Cape ‘. in particular, to register their disapproval of the
officia” recognition by the Elack Sash of the Declaration of

Leliefs by the 69; this was supported by 3. Transvaal and Hatal
Coastal,

The Central Executive gave fully their reasons for their aection
lirs Snitcher of the C.E. asked that it be ninuted that she had
not seen and therefcre not approved the press statement, altho!
she had anproved the letter sent to the 69 cormienting on their
statenient and asking that they prove their statenent by arrangin
co-operating with the Dlack 3ash, who cffered to arrange a Round
Table Conference with approved leadcrs, ineluding apnroved
non-white leaders. 20/ 400
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Ttem 14 AG™™™D - tc be included in the Press Btateument to be issued
4. wii. at cue ence of the Conference there would be a statement,
AGREED that in the Press Statement to be issued at the end of this
Conference be inclided a statement that the Black Sash carefully con-
sideréed the Apneal of the &9 and reiterated the request for a Round
Table Conference made in & private letter to the 69 signatories.

4. Propaganda:

Proposed by llatal Midlands that a letter be drawn up by the Central
Executive detailing specific achievements of the Black Sash in the main
centres during the past year and stressing the importance of every member
contimiing to give moral support. Such & letter to be sent to each
Branch and circulated to all members past and present.

Mras. Sinclair (8. Transvaal) proposed an amendment to this

(a) =a concise pamphlet giving broadly what our work was and what
we had achieved, in headlines. This could be done regiomally;
Al

{b} a booklet detailing for the record, and for the public exactly
what the Blaclt Sash had achieved.

The S.Transvaal Region were willing to undertalke the compilation.

IT WAS AGREED to accept S. Transvaal offer; costs of production would
be considered later when the book/boolclet was complete.

Mrs. Stott thanked the S5.Transveal and recommended that at the begimning
of meetings the speaker give a brief resume of Black Sash activities and
achievements. During her tour of the Border she had found, unfortunately
only towards the end of the tour, that audiences were greatly interested
in the doings of the Black Sash, and it could be of great value in a
racruiting drive.

5. Education: The Moorreesburg Brains Trust had been a combination
C.E./7 o Ve -"arn ~-~ject,

17« Hegionul Reports:

Mrs. Stott, in the Chair, asked for a solemn undertalking that
everyone would read the reports. She always felt, to her great
regret that these were prepared carefully but never got to Repgional
Committees or to the members.

Mrs. Robb (Cape W.) felt that reports should be read and that reports
and implementation should be taken at the beginming of Conference.
She moved that delegates should have the reports beforehand and that a
verbal rensort should be given and that implementation should be taken
at the beginning of the Conference.
Seconded by Hrs. Henderson. AGREED.

15 for 2 Against/4

abstentions.

Discussion on proposed implementation for the future - Taken in
conjunction with the Plan of Action.

1. lLectures and Brains Trusts:

A. C.. Pags laws:

(1) See Page 2leu...
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A

i.

ii.

iii.

C.

Ce

2

Ziscussions on future inplenentaticon:
Fass Laws:
AGnosD to educate nenbers and the publie about the evilseffects
of these laws, through a canpaign to bring tc the attention of
the publie what exactly it means to be subject tc the operations
of the nass laws, This ean nct be Jdcne satisfacteorily by only
the Jdistributicon of panphlets or by discussion foruns as these
latter often reach the converted cnly. — There,fore the Tlack
Sash should undertaoke a publicity canpaign by inserting in
newspapers actual cases of hardship caused by the pass laws
and quotations nale by eninent perscns critieising the operations
of thosce laws., The press campaign shoul? if possivl: be under-
taken by experts and illustarted by cartocns,
farther, that the Clack Sash chiculd publicly challenge upholders
of the pass laws to public “cbates and if thoese were refused,
publicise thz fact.

L play aroun? the Fass Laws., Unkunbaan by Alan Faton was
suggested, I'rs Zavis to nake the initial contact and the
geverning body to investigate;

Fernission was given to Ilrs Stott to gc ahead with the naking
of a filn on Tass Laws on the lines of the film on Group Lreas
she would find the ncney.,

Mrs Stott was warnly congratulated on the 2xcellence of the
filn cn Zreup Areas; it was _trongly reccrmended as an
effective forn cf pren“utnda.

Poverty:

Cape . su;gested sconie sort c¢f o Show, various crganisations
naving stalls shcoving poverty - - very wvisual so that the
sinplest perscn could be inpressed, It weuld fit in with
Fanily Life,

3. Yransvaal reccriended 2 public beck review of The fload ALhead
with syupesiuns,

Mrs Spcttiswa:de surgested an extension c¢f the idca of The Load
Lhead - spealkers con their wishes for the future. * She had
already spaken to PFrof. Ccetzeo tc ask hin if such a nzeting
1as possible. She conniended the schene tc the S. Transvaal,

Zducation:

licetings with parents and I.T...S
Iirs .ankin's "3ducaticn Charter fcr the Children of S.A." was
tabled. (Lnnexure 9)

Contacts:

Jith non-'hite:

Cape V. recconnended that other llegicns start a Dail office,
which they focund so valuable. curing the lnergency they

had fcound nc Jdifficulties with Africans - except for the day
of the strike, they had ccntinuc? to ecne for advice, help or
syupathy.

Dorder recounended their schene whereby they had given the
nacnes c¢f four cormittee nenbers in the IDorder Zullctin asiing
that if any cne heard ¢of_an Afriecan who needed assistance

or was in trouble,6 to telephone then.

Derder told of a man they had traced- he had been "lost" in

afekinb fcr 7 years. ilith the assistance of an acdvocate
and as a result of persistence they were able to get hin
honie. They put tuis ferward as n gui’e to other pegions.

5. Transvaal recconuended their Ixperinent in Consultation,
and hoped to follcw this up with a "Jonen's fulti- racial
Conforence., innexure 10,

22/ 4.
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Inplenentaticn for the future:
2. Contrets:

Dorder gquestionnaire - sent to all .egions, copies available
in the C.E, office.

B. Tith lMNaticonalists:

lirs Davidoff presented the idea of a sunmer schocl on S.A.,
our land - e¢linnate, antiques, furniture, life in S5.A., types
of people and‘*how they live.

Sugrested that she send her schene to Extra Mural Studies at

Jits and Cape Teown,

C. ith the Youth:

v...38oTransvaal Guiz evenings strongly reconnended,

3. Fact finding:

Cs Gycup Areas:

The Association of Ourban Jonen - a liaison advisory connittee
of “romen cf all races. This type of Cormittee was well

able to gc into hardships suffered through 3roup Areas and
able to assist ~nd advise,

D Courts, Jails and frisoners:

Mrs Javidoff gave a nost inspiring reporti on an investigation
done into priscn conditions - she was congratulated on her
neticulcus docunent.

IT JAS AGREED that every liegicon shculd endeavcur tc draw up

a report of prison conditions in their areas. The reports
frcm each area tc be presented in one conplete docunent

tc M.P.8, Zealth Cfficers, Tenal Leforn, N.C.VW., Lace
Relations, sc that these ccnditions could be exposed and
inproved. 22 for/2 against/3 abst,

IT “JAS AGREED to because there was nc¢ cther crganisation
whose specific job it was tc investigate prison conditions.
Therefore the Black Sash shculd ccnsider bringing pressure
to bear in all ways possible, tc see that prison ccnditions
were inproved. 20 for/ - /3 abst.

L. Jenonstrations:

Cape J, out of experience recomnended that it was inp-criant
to have sone sort of statement saying what the stand is.

. Multi-racial Conferences:

The C.E. had undertaken tc have a hmlti-racial Ccnference
innediately after the Lmiergency,;

they would “ollow up their suggestion tc the 69 to assist
¢r organise a wound Table Confercnce);

they asked what the feeling of Conference would be if the
Black Sash were invited to a Multi-racial Cconference
organisel by scneonc else, “t was agreed that it would
depend on the terns of reference,

A resolution nct tc co-operate with C.0.D. on ,any project
WAS LOST. 4 for/17 against/5 abst.

5. Fublicity:-

Jays and neans cf getting Hational statenents in the Press
were considered.

Te Mepbers:- IT JAS AGREED to make a special effort to increase
nenbership. 23/ ceas
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L letter fron the. Lowveld liegion was read. Lfter a graat deal
of discussion it was agreed
that the Lowveld idegicn had ccnsistently rcofused to cone
tc Conferences, in consequence this Conference reguested
the inecning geverning bedy to send two nenbers to discuss
with Lowveld their “ifficulties and tc bring then up to

iﬂtﬂ Caliah = b o T L il - Ty -
* Il.u:t-:l.il..l JLIIJIII{DJJLff

2B The rcle of the llack Sash:

Irs Sinclair (S.Transvaal) said that the ciphasis ha? always been
1laid cn political ncrality and she felt we should change the
enphasis to freedon and say we were fighting for our freedons,
Stan Uys had pcinted cut that today we were nearer tc o pne nan
state than ever before and never was the struggle for freedon at
a 1cre crucial stage. '

She briefly reviewed new lceal cordinances "in the Yransvaal ; in
the S. Transvaal ILegion it had becn decided to alloeate certain
work to certain grcups and cne group was tc watch all aZfairs
connected with 1lceal authority.

She hal always been a staunch advocate of derncnstrations but had
reluctantly cone tc the ecnelusion that therce shculd be no
dencnstrations whatever - except on very exceptional occasions,
wthen it should be a2 great Jenonstration.

foints raised:-

i, There night be nisccneceptions about the neaning of fighting for
freelon; and if there cculd be any nisconcepticns then we wculd
be very ill-advised to takc such a course;

ii, 1if we 4id not fight for freedcn we would end up with no freedon
at all - frezdon was indivisible;

iii. aprecd that Jenonstrations had lcst their fcrce and Aenonstrations
shculd be kept down until bursting peint; when this feeling did
"burst" then we night ccnsider a revival of the original convoy
te show that there was strength in the Tlack  5ash;

iv. that  the Dlack Sash sh-oul? ccnsider a badge giving the nulti-
racial idea; cr should support Lrchbishcp Iurly's idea,
AGRET

3aEED that the governing bedy investigate what had been proposed
at Jurban; /1 against/2 abst,

The Chairnan asked for an indicative vote on the proposal that
the e.phasis in Ilack Sash phraseclogy,  ranphlets, points of
clarification, pcsters ete be change? froo a statenent of
pelitical norality tc an criphasis on human freedcns - freeden
is indivisible,

Inlicative vote showed 25 for/—-

ALGREID that the Dlack Sash agrecs with the principle but not
with any scrt of slogan ete
6fcr slogan/11 against
7 abst,

19. Constitutional Jnendnents:

1. Cbjects of the Tlack Sash tc be left tc the next Conference.

2, Central Ixecutive Status:

(a) AZ.2ZD that the Central Zxecutive be abclished and

renlacel by a _eadquarters ..egion; 23 for/--/3 abst
(b) tnat the _leadquarters ..egicn shall be chcsen at the
Annual National Cocnference. Unaninous.,

(¢) thatithe Legicnal Comnittee of the leadquarters lLiegion
shall cperate as the gocverning body of the Clack 3ash.

3. llational ¥resident and Natiocnal Vice-Iresicent:/
Office Jearers
{a) Thnerc shall be a llaticnal Fresident; cne or itwo
7ice rresidents and a llational Preasurer. 22for/4 again
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(b) that nominees for the Naticonal Fresicent and . Vice-
rresidents shall be selected from amongst nenbers of the
leadquarters .legicn. The llational Fresilent and cne
ITaticnal Viee Fresident shall be noninated and elected by
the /nnual llational Conference, Unaninous,

T™e head of the Z2lack Sash to be called Fresident 16/7/=)

L. Functicn of the Jdeadquarter Region

1, Ircposed that anong the functions of the IIeadquarter lLegion
would be:- (a) te give leadership; (b) to draw up statenents;

¢) to co=ordinate prcjeets and denicnstrations;

d to arrange arbitraticn between t.egions;

@ tc call speeial and llational Conferences.

Irocposed that this be anended and AGREED that in the
constitution "Headquarters Legion" be substituted for "Central
Executive" through-out. Unanioous,

2., ACGLEZD - UNANIIMOUSLY that Hational Cffice Llearers visit Legions
toc stinulate intercst; to keep in tcuch with the varying
pecints of view in other l.egions; and to arbitrate whenever a
contentious issue arises,

AGIREZED that this shoull not be written inte the Constitution
but should be a reconiendation tc the governing body.

e Adninistration:

(a) AGREZD UILTINCUSLY that ..egions weuld ecntinue to
correspond direectly with cach other as before.,

(b) that in the Headcuarters Region an extra Secretary shall
be appcinted to deal with Maticnal natters., --/1 against,

6. liegional - Levy:

AGLEID that the Levy for the ensuing year be 6/- per nenber
21 for/3 against/1 abst.

T Annual Subsceription:

The annual subscription shall be 2/6,

(= I IlMational Conference .cprescntation:
faid up lenbers Jelepates:
(a) to be added to £.(iv) ¢ to 100 1
101 to 200 2

(b) The headquarters region shall be entitled te representation
according to the ab 've scale 1in addition to the Fresident,
one Vice Iresident, the ilatiomnal Treasurer anc two additional
delegates (i.c. nornal delegation plus 5 cof whon three shall
be the three cffice bearers) --/5 agzainst/2 abst

9 and 10. Withdrawn.

11. Jissclution:

Clause 12.(ii) to read:-

tc read |

That in the event ¢f the necessity for an energency dis-
sclution of the Dlack “ash, the Ileadquarters Legion, after
consultation, if  racticable, with the ilegions, shall be
eupcocwered to aet as they see fit,

AGOEED that the sub-Comiittee noninated re-word the constitution
as anended and that the draft be scnt to the illegions for
ratification, Eﬁf‘-..
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20. A,

Ee

Do

21,

Iten 15.

Electicn of Jeadcuarters ..gegion.

Cape .Jestern iroposed llatal lidlands seccnded Cape E.
5. Transvaal iroposed Cape J. scccnded Iirs Willis,
The Chairnian ruled that cach delegate would exercise an
individual vote in the best interestis cf the 2lack 35ash.
Cape ‘Jestern 7uly-elected -.eadquarters ..egion.

Rlection cof llaticnal Fresident and cocne Viece Iresident:-

il

llrs 8. Stott ircp sed, seconded and duly elected.

lirs retersen congratulated Cape ‘. on being re-clected the
deadguarters --cgion and ccngratulated lMrs I. Stott on being
elected linticnal Fresident;

lMrs Sinclair sczccnded this vote thanks expressing her delight
that Cape /., had been alected. She ccngratulated lirs Stott
and said that if anycne deserved to be the National fresident
Hrs 3tctt nerited that high office and Iirs Stott could at all
tinies be assure” cf the loyalty and suprort c¢f the 5. Yramsv .1
negion, She thanked the retiring rresilent, !lrs fctersen,
for the way in whieh she had led the Dlack Sash through a
vnryiﬂiffiﬂult'perioﬂ and congratulated her,

lirs Stott sail that she wculd do her best for the Tlack Sash,
She thankeZ the past Iresident, lirs Fetersen, and said that
in the last year she had berne the full burden -f the ventral
Exec_.tive and had been nct cnly the liational rresident but
alsc the laticnal Secretary. I'rs Ietersen 's strength had
never deviated from the thiings she believed in and she had
been an inspiration to all the Clack Sash,

Haticnal Vice-Chair:

FMrs II., IFetersen proposed scccnded and duly eleeted.
lirs 1I. obb was propose” but aid nct accept ncuination,

The Hational sresident paid a glowing tribute to the

“Scceretary, lirs Valton and passed a very sincere vote of

thanks to her, FASSED TITI ACCLAINLATION.

AGREZD that the next Annual Hational Conference be held in
the first week in Ilovember, 2ll things beins equal.
Itens for the Agenda tc be sent in by . nid-Septenber.

lirs O. Curry, Dorder, cxtended a warn invitation to Conference.
She was honoured to invite the ilational office bearers and
delegates to Zast London,

Late l.esclutions:

lirs Fowell, Hatal Coastal,. said that her s:egion desired to
place cn record at this Annual Yational Conference, its
enphatic rejecticn cf any form of Lepublican Governoent

in this ccuntry.

IT i3 ACCEPTED that the Cenference could nct support the :
resclution. ¢ foer/20 against/1 abst

after a great deal of discussion and debate IT JAS AGHEED
that if the Dill only nakes a change in the title of the
head of the State, the Llack Sash would not protest against
it. 14 for/8 against, iy
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lirs Sinclair and lrs Savidoff registered their prctest that the
Clack Sash wcould not shicy their disapproval of the Ccmnstitution;
they felt that this rescluticon was tantancunt to accepting the
Constitution.

IT [43 AGREED that a statenent be issued now and at the tine of
the 2ill the Black 3ash would re-iterate this staeunent through-out
the ccuntry, unless there where other changes in the rill,

Thether South Africa is a nonarchy or a republic, cur present
constituticn does not safeguard the richts of 211 and we shall
therefore ccntinue tc work for a ccnstitution that will safe-
guard the basie rights and liberties of all Scuth Africans and
riake inviclate the rule cof law,

Iten 14. Late itens for «eneral Discussion:

lirs Curry Icrder, said that the Dorder ilegional Conference
had passed unaninously the resoclution that the menbership

of the Dlack Sash be open to all Soutk African wonen.

irs Curry said that the contaet she had nade Zduring the
Energency had nade her realise that only thrcugh friendship
could achievenient coue. for five years the Zlack Sash had
been protesting against apartheid and yet had linited their
necbership, Jiscussicn grours in their way were adoirable
but were not the same as nencbers all working togcether,

Mrs Snitcher said fall menbership shculd be cpened to wonen

of all races for nany reasons - it was unrcascnable tc have the

ains and cbjects we did an’® yet withhol? nienbership,
threugh-cut the Conference

Legicn after .wegion had said that the ncst inpeortant thing in

recent tines had been the contacts they had made “uring the

enerzgency. The activities participated in were to then
the neost significant - this cane cut a great ‘eal in all the
aegional reports. “*enbers reccgnise” that there should be

contact Letween the Tlack Sash and -cnen <f cther races. It
scerl illogical to nake these effocrts and yet put up a tacit
sign 'white wonen voters caly'.

n the brcader field - the
worlt against fass Laws- extrencly inportant and valuable work
but =2t the same tiue the wrong attitulce nct to let then work
with us, Menbership was drcpping and
it wras sad that ithad dropped to such an extent. She had
hear? cof five and a half years cf repeated attenpts to woo
t e woenien of other persuasions; the Hationalists were in-
different, the sotialists busy, - and nenbership Jdecrecased,

It is true that the Clack Sash
ig deoing useful and necessary work but with few wcnen voters;
They have either jcined their politieal parties or for various

reasons abstained from joining, it is therefore fruitless to
urge the white wonen to join. There were nunbers ci wonen
who subseribed to our ideals, if the Elack Sash opened its
nenbership to such worien it cculd beecne a nest ceffective force.

Frorn the other side - what 2id cur non-white friemnds think?

4is long as the barrier exists the non-white can never con-
pletely accept trust the _lack Sash, and this is a serious
statenent. She a nreciated that there were different ideas

in the Dlack Sash on the extent c¢f participation, but whether
renote or extensive it was not genuine unless cn a basis of
fairly equal partnership, working with and not for, 7o work
for is patromnising and cifensive. If the Zlack Sash is to
continue its extrencly valuable work o1 incfease that valuable
work it must cpen its menbership to the non-whites,

I'rs Sinclair said that she agreed in principle but any

crganisaticn was cntitled to deecide on their nenbership

not with the purpcse of excluding. The practical difficulties

were very a rarent, cspecially in Johannesbhurg wherc there

were great distances to travel and where the white w?men could
2? L B O ]
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not zo intc the towoships to hold ncetings and transport of
non-whites fron the townships was alniosi iuncssitle. The
cnly possible day cn waich tc have a reeting was a Saturday
afternccn and tais was not 2 good Jday fror the vhite nenbers
point of view, Tf the Llack oash were oing tc have nixed
nectings regularly, where? wient nn? how? wns this to bé Jdone.
If neetings were hel” 2t night it reant going ~ut te the town-
ships to fctech nnd tc $alze back non-whites - = natter of about
12C r.iles. There were all these nractical Jifficulties- in
carrying out this resolutics, cuitc apart fro.. the faect of
getting woiien to join an? petting the right type to jeoin,
“Thile bging cntirely in syurzieny she fz21t it wac nacessary to
exanine our ains an® objects and how t~ achiov:e these. It

was nct true that we cnly worke! fcr ther:, Ltut that we hald
tried to work wita ther, anil we G2d w rkel at eZueating our
enbers tc this aspcet of woriing with the non-whites. The

S. Transvaal's cxperience of the éxperiment in consultation
was valuable, a great unanincity of thought on the ordinsay
sinple- things that affeet wozen had grmerpged fauil vaese reetings.
3he urged that it wcould be ketter fur what we are trying to
achieve if, for the time being, this vazperinent could be ex-
panded tc joint neetings & projects together.

Cther points raised:-

i. It ha” been proved taat we had nc influence with the
electcrate therefcre the 51d argucent toat ineluling voters
enly weould give us more influsnce was Invalid, Tc open our

cerbership ruld zive new spirit and new feeling;

ii. Mat had inpressed Chief L:ithuli nost was the fact

that white woien were protesting and talkring chances on things
which Jdi¢ not aflect thel. T"he averare non-white was fight-
ing nainly fcr thenselves but it was feld that people were
iripressed that we had nothing tc gain I.r curselves;

iii. thrcugh-out the Conference everyonc ha” said thatv free-
don was indivisible;

iv. the Llack Sash was still an rrpanisation not identified
with, absorbed in or belonging to the non -whites; it was
not agreed that we ¢ ull nci work or co-opevrate on an equal

basis for we dil. The eharacter cof the ovenent would change
if we had nen neubers, so the whecle character ~vould change if
we nad non-whites. For sonie recson or other we wruld find

that we w>.1d have separate brancihies;

V. EBven if =r2 Aid cpen cur ranks we woull have an insig-
nificant nunber j-inin , fcr the accusations levelle’ against
us arc not becnuse t.e _lack Sash is not open to non-whites
but Lecause we are privilegeld groups. There a2 plenty cf
organisaticns open to non-waites but generally they Jon't
join and it does nnt alter tie eriticis;

vi. it was Zcubted if nany of our nenbers were prepared to
identify thenselves in the non-white strug:zle; and pany
non-whites w12 be slow e join an cizanisation which was
not wilitant or co—-ersive or foreeful in its annroach;

vii. we carried rore weight =8 o white group prcotesting for
non-waites;

viii. there was an inevtiable Jrift of non-whites into

groups whica affcrded sonie kKind of vioclent Joenonstration,
if the non-whites joined our crganisation it ni ht help to
Lring abocut t-a realisation tiat violence wculd not Lasically
solve their proklens; 1if Ly cpenin% our ranks to non-
whites rmeant getting the: to work with us, this speaker
woull say "cpen our ranks", but she was not convinced it

~ would have this effect; 28/ csus



aC. sage 28.

LU

Hatiemal Ccnference Cape Tcwn  jrl llcvaiber. 1
Tteo flk., 1i0.7
%/ the 3Zastern Cape had sone unfortunate expericnces with Afr-
ican.wonen, Jnfortuanately they kal nilitant leaders and,
whilst co-cperating well -rithh thenn the IZlack Sash wcould not
be able tc stop violcenee tahus the &, Cape would ba very
diffident abcocut having non- wiite.renbers.

Iirs Curry made a plea to all Lkegioms to go back and create
a elicate of opinion. The Zorder .cegiomal Couneil were
unanirncus in their Jdecision to brinz this up over and over
again.

Iters 14, llc. 8.
carticipation By ncon-"Thites in Munjieiral an? lLeoeal jovernment.

I‘rs zowell, ilatal Coastal reported cn the action taken by
the Surban Teren's Counittee whe were working with the Insti-
tute.

it was propcsed Irs Stett z2nl sceecondied lirs Spcttiswoode that
tha Zlaeck Sash should naks representations t2 lueal authori-
ties for theu: tc inclufe non-whilte rervresentatives on their

own bodies; anended to = nake representations .that lganl
guthaﬁitiﬂs ;Eéf :liﬁg qi§iwhitus #Eeuselvea_participat}an in
Men lrs fisher fmiﬁ%EH SV that the Transveaal was precluded
fron such aetion, and taat any talk of provineiszl autonooy

was dangerous fcr the Transvaal; anl further that negotiations
pade the positicn im ilatal very dclicate, it was agreed

that llatal be given every assisiance but that no harld and

fast resclution be nade.

9. Coycotts - with speeizl reforence to the repercussions which
alversely affect non-Europcans in Industry.

i statenent nade in the press con Sept. 2Cth about the un-
aunloyoent prcblen: ancng afrieans resulting froa the boyeott
ha’l proupted or. Jillie Canpbell to ask that Conference
write to lirs Zleancr L.ccsevalt pointing ocut that the boyecott
was causing “ariship an’ cndléss conplications to those it
was intenliel tc help, Cnly the peolitieally—-cconseicus
africans were in favour cof thoe hoveott.

It was reclrvicnied that ..cgions ccnciler this reco.andation
anl senZ- further inferiaticon to the new zoverning boly, who
after ccns’lering facts an? figures would nake sonce Aecision
about a perscmnal letter to Cr. Jillie Zauphell. and any
further a~ction they deenes alvisable.

THALIXS .

Cn behzlf of the retiring Central ZIxeccutive the lational
rresident, lirs Ietersen, thanked Capc Jestern for the very
wonderful way in which they had organise?l the Cenference, we
owed then a very hearty vote of thanks.

Thanks were expressed to all the back-roon girls who had done
so nuch; especially to I{iss /indhan and her transport organ-
isation; lMrs HJodgson and I'rs liorris and the universal aunts;
and lirs Ccplands for the excellent supper an’ coffee before
and after the filn evening.

She also cxpressed her thanks to Iirs Jietrieh for acting as
Migute secretary an? to all the dclegates for their eo-oper-
a CIl s

Krs Sineclair noved a sincere vote of thanks to the Central

Zxecutive for their work cm behalf of the Zlaeck “ash and to
lirs 4ctersen and the cther Chairnan for taking the Chair at
this Conference, She also expressed, cn behalf of all the

delegates, Jeep thanks to all who had Acen so ruch for the
delesates and ceongratulated Cave . on their arrangerents,

The kresident declarced the Conference closed.
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