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In the past decade,
Women’s Day has
been a high point of
the democratic
calendar.

This year it was
overshadowed by
the march on the d
Union Buildings on 5 |
August, the highlight 3
of the week of mass 1
action. N

Left: A rally in
Johannesburg in
1984, which the ANC
(then underground) |
had declared the -

Year of the Women.

Below: A Women's
Day march in
Khutsong last year

South African |
Women's Day

August 9
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e Week of Action has come
and gone. But the Campaign
for Peace and Democracy re-
mains. Numbers have got
something to do with the suc-
cess of the actions. And so
does the potential of the ANC-led al-
liance to mobilise so many in such a
short time across the length and breadth
of the country. But there are many more
reasons why South Africa will never be
the same again. The awakening of mil-
lions to play a direct role in negotiations
is a boon for South Africa’s future.
Democracy will be the main beneficiary.

Wittingly and unwittingly, public
comments have concentrated on the
forms and magnitude of the actions. As
a result, the central theme of Peace and
Democracy tended to get lost. Many sup-
porters of these objectives were virtually
passive: Patriotic Front forces in Codesa,
religious groups and others.

The ANC also needs to examine the
organisational weaknesses laid bare dur-
ing some of the actions: communication,
marshalling, monitoring, etc.

Those who used their monopoly of
media control to discredit the campaign
have had to swallow their words. They
failed before, during and after the Week
of Action to set the agenda.

Along with the campaign, an unlikely
spectacle has started to take shape: the
“right” and the self-declared "left” com-
ing home to roost. The PAC and Azapo
found themselves in league with the
likes of the NP and Inkatha against the

Progress towards democracy

efforts for freedom. And as the people
geared themselves for new actions, the
two organisations unashamedly slipped
into bed with “the settler regime”,

The resolve of the ANC and its allies
has had other practical dividends.
Matters that were confined to this or the
other Working Group in Codesa are
being taken up more decisively.

International monitoring has been
begrudgingly conceded by the regime. it
is now conventional wisdom that
Pretoria is trying to use the remaining
political prisoners as hostages to extract
a deal absolving apartheid’s murderers.
No one is in doubt that the blame for
the delays lies squarely with the regire.

But, jolted as it might be, the state
still commands huge reserves to mark
time and launch counter-attacks. Most
of the 14 demands have not been met.
And the NP is trying desperately to
throw another red herring across the
trail: mobilisation around “federalism™ -
a detail that otherwise belongs to a
Constituent Assembily.

It is reliably learnt that the strategy
now is to shift the violence to the rural
backwaters. The aim is to strengthen
pockets of the regime’s allies for the
forthcoming elections. Covert forces are
being driven deeper underground.

There is progress towards democracy.
But many dangers lurk in the back-
ground. The democratic movement must
harness all the forces for peace and
democracy and ensure decisive move-
ment forward. ¢
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Readers
speak
out

POLITICAL
EDUCATION

Dear comrades

The question “What hap-
pens when apartheid is fi-
nally buried?” should be
paramount in the minds
of all, especially black
communities. The
singing of freedom songs
and the waving of plac-
ards should not be regard-
ed as the ulumate in polit-
ical activity. In the fight
for freedom we can’t
toyi-toyi forever.

That is why political
education plays such a
crucial role. The youth
and community must ac-
quire political education 1o
wage the liberation strug-
gle on another plateau. [
would like to see political
education incorporated in
school curricula.

TLP, Umlazi

SECURITY FORCES
Dear comrades

There have been many
policies adopted by our

leaders with regard 1o in-
corporating MK into the
SADF. It 1s a fact that
MK soldiers will be in for
a serious culture shock as
regards the high calibre
of the racist army.
Should our leaders
not re-think the concept
of incorporation and the
recent pronouncements
made by the ANC with
regard to whites only
conscription? Given the
recession and the high
level of illiteracy, would
it not be an excellent idea
to pool our graduates into
a development force?
The development
force should go out into
the rural areas to assist
subsistence farmers and
even big white farmers to
increase productivity. A
physical education gradu-
ate could assist children
from the deprived areas
with sporting events. The
idea could be modelled
on Roosevelt's New Deal
in the USA in the 1930s.
I am not in any way
suggesting that the mili-
tary should become obso-
lete, but should be
trimmed down into a
highly professional army.
You will probably not
publish this rather radical
letter but [ wish to hear

the views of those in the
upper echelons of power
at head office. If you do
not reply to me then you
are conflirming my notion
that the ANC will lead us
into an abysmal banana
republic.

RI, ANC branch,

Salt River

Ed: The ANC, at its pol-
icy conference in May
this year, decided that a
new, legitimate defence
force should be consti-
tuted. The ANC does
not envisage MK simply
being incorporated into
the SADF.

MK cadres have
been receiving various
levels of training. This
ranges from basic
courses whilst others
have gone to military
academies and are
emerging with qualifi-
cations needed for any
regular, professional
army.

The ANC envisages
an army whose primary
role, according to the
ANC Policy Guidelines,
“shall be the defence of
the country’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integ-
rity”. It should be re-
flective of South
Africa’s entire popula-
tion and pay allegiance
to the new democratic
constitution.

The idea of a
Development Force, in-
cluding the role the new
army can play, is an in-
teresting one. It must be
discussed as part of a
development strategy.

VIOLENCE

Dear comrades

Since the ANC was
formed 80 years ago it
has been preaching peace
day and night. Those who
should know about that

peace do not listen, There
15 no one who will come
and liberate us from oug-
side. We have to stand yp
and fight the common
enemy. How many of our
brothers and sisters have
been killed? But we keep
on preaching “peace™.
Let’s fight.

Let us take up arms
and free ourselves. We
will go to the negotiating
table while they are
bleeding.

IN, Mocinooi

Dear sir

It was with sadness that |
watched TV and saw
flashed on the screen
scenes of violence in the
Transvaal where 39 inno-
cent people, including
nine-month-old baby,
were hacked, shot or
burmned to death.

The violence engull-
ing the townships is only
newsworthy overseas if
several dozen people have
been killed. The daily
quota passes unnoticed.
When is the senseless vio-
lence going to stop?

When are South
Africans of all colours
and creeds going to live
together? Alan Paton
once said that when the
whites turn to loving the
blacks will have umed to
hating. Let’s hope it's not
too late.

South Africa 1s truly a
wonderful country (1
lived there for 15 years).
It should have a great fu-
ture but, if the violence
continues, future genera-
tions are going to inherit
an awful mess.

It seems to me that
nothing short of a miracle
will help (the politicians
are procrastinating and
making a mess of it).
Let’s all pray that a mira-
cle wall happen very soon

Mayibuye September 1992



Teargas still the order of the day in violence-torn
Alexandra Township, March 1992

for South Africa’s sake.
MLL, New Zealand

NEGOTIATIONS
Dear comrades

My response to the gov-
ernment’s call that the
ANC should come back to
the talks is this: our com-
rades are refusing to talk
because of the govern-
ment's senseless promises.
We want a neutral interim
government. We want to
vote for a new governing
body for a future, non-
racial democratic and
peaceful South Africa.

We are in full support
of mass action because it is
mass action which broke
the chains of apartheid. It
opened the doors of
Robben Island. Group
Areas is going and South
Africa is at the Olympics
thanks to mass action.
RvW, Douglas

BOP

Dear comrades

I am a resident of so-

called Bophuthatswana.

We are unable to hold

meetings freely. The only

opposition party is the

Seoposengwe Party,
Every time we in this

party hold a meeting we

are arrested as the ANC.
Qur policies are similar to
those of the ANC. I call
on all people and organi-
sations opposed to the
Mangope regime (espe-
cially the Progressive
People’s Party and its
leader Rocky Metsing) to
unite and defeat Mangope.
Our position at Codesa
can only be strengthened
by united opposition on
the ground.
SM, Soshanguve

ARTISTS

Dear comrades

I wish to express my grati-
tude through your journal
to all the artistes who
never forget to highlight
our plight in their music,
Letta Mbulu’s “Not yet
Uhuru”, Sankomota’s
“Stop the War™, the music
of Stimela, Blondie,
Bayete, Sakhile ... to name
but only a few.

It is unfortunate that
Buthelezi, De Klerk,
Ggozo, Mangope, the se-
curity forces, and the
impis will never be ac-
quainted with what is said
by these artists. Otherwise
they would bring to an end
the killing of innocent and
defenceless people.

We should ask Radio
South Africa to play solely
for Buthelezi and De
Klerk more music from
Simple Minds and Dire
Straits who spearheaded
the campaign for the re-
lease of Nelson Mandela.

I think that the song,
“Ride Across the River”
from the album “Brothers
i Arms” should be dedi-
cated to members of the
People’s Army,
Umkhonto we Sizwe.
MAS, Masina

SWAZILAND

Dear comrades

[ refer to the article
“Swaziland: Friend or Foe”
which appeared in the June
issue of MAYIBUYE.
Stanley Mabizela sincerely
owes the People’s United
Democratic Movement
(Pudemo) an apology. The
following incidents show
that South Africa’s notori-
ous death squads were
working hand-in-hand with
the Swazi police;

* [n Apnl 1984 five ANC
comrades chose o die
rather than hand themselves
over o the Swazi police;

* The murder of Petros
and Jabu Nzima,
Zwelakhe Nyanda, Keith

Mcfadden, Paul Dikaledi,
and Cassius Make.
Pudemo did its best to
shield our comrades. It
was clear that the Swazi
government was aware of
all these events.
Comrade Richard
Levin is correct in his as-
sessment. The post-
apartheid government
owes Pudemo a great re-
ward for the contribution
they have made in our
struggle while the ANC
was in exile.
MM, ANC Branch
Estcourt

Ed: Read the July issue
of MAYIBUYE where
the ANC’s Department
of International AfTairs
responds to Richard
Levin's letter.

MAYIBUYE COVER
Dear comrades

[ would like to comment
on the cover of the August
1ssue of MAYIBUYE. |

feel there is a contradic-
tion between the photo
used (from the soccer
match between Cameroon
and South Africa) and the
heading. The main head-
ing says: “Action for
Democracy — millions on
the streets™ while the actu-
al heading of the photo
(**Battle with the lions™) is
in very small print and in a
colour which is very hard
to read.

MAYIBUYE should
use headlines which suit
the photo best.

DKA, Bez Valley

Write to:

MAYIBUYE
PO Box 61884
Marsghalltown

Johannesburg 2107
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NOT YET BACK TO THE
TABLE BUT ...
ANC Secretary General, Cyril
Ramaphosa met Minister of
Constitutional Development and
Communication, Mr Roelf Meyer
on 21 August. They met, according
to an ANC statement, "for discus-
sions with the view to the removal
of obstacles towards the resump-
tion of negotiations. Discussions
were to focus on identification of
steps to be taken to address the is-
sues raised in earlier memaoranda
exchanged between the govern-
ment and the ANC."

Are we back to "talks about
talks”?

FW NEGOTIATING

WITH HIMSELF

Meanwhile, FW de Klerk has an-
nounced that the government
would meet political groupings
that subscribe to the same basic
constitutional principles, such as
federalism, in September. No prob-
lern, says the ANC, It only becomes
a matter of concern when the
agreements of such meetings with
surrogates are tabled as legislation
when the tricarmeral parliament re-
convenes in October.

The Democratic Party (DF),
while supporting federalism, said it
did not believe that the issue
should become an underhand way
of forming an alliance against the
ANC. "Any discussion on federal-
ism should not be some ‘subrosa’
way of forming an alliance against

any other grouping in South
Africa,” said party leader Zach de
Beer.

Transkei leader Major General
Bantu Holomisa has urged fellow
homeland leaders who accepted
De Klerk’s invitation to first consult
fully with their constituencies.
"Those homeland leaders like
Buthelezi who will be discussing re-
gionalism or a federal government
or federal systems are advised to
consult fully with all formations or
structures in their areas of jurisdic-
tion.

“Equally so, the people in
those areas who are taxpayers and
supporters of various political orga-
nisations who would like to live
permanently in those areas must
demand the establishment of
broader forums to discuss their fu-
ture ... That is why the people of
Transkei demanded that the model
of a (future) government, as well
as the type of regional govern-
ment, should be left entirely to the
constitution-making body,” said
Holomisa.

ICT CONFERENCE
The Institute for Contextual
Theology (ICT) held a conference in
Johannesburg on 17-20 August.
ICT General Secretary Father
Smangaliso Mkhatshwa said the
conference discussed the current
situation and made proposals to
prevent the country from sliding
towards further disaster. The ICT
was not seeking any political

power but was concerned at ob-
stacles currently in the path of 4
new democratic South Africa.

The conference rejected the
concept of a general amnesty as
there is a difference between the
acts of a government trying to
prop up an unjust system and
those of the liberation movements,
The institute said the bottom line
on a truly democratic dispensation
would be full participation of all
the people in all decisions that af-
fected their lives.

Father Mkhatshwa said it
would be impossible to conduct
any form of negotiations towards s
democratic future without the in-
clusion of the ANC and its allies.

PAC CONSIDERS PLACE
THE TABLE ...

There are strong indications that
the PAC will join negotiations
when they get back on track. This
follows recent talks between the
organisation and the government.
PAC officials claim that the govern-
ment has met their demands, cit-
ing the involvement of the interna-
tional community.

The PAC and the government
agreed that a constitution-making
body has to be established, and
that the registration of voters has
to begin soon. Having jumped
onto the bandwagon, the PAC
seems not to be aware that the
question whether there will be
voter registration or not was being
hotly debated when Codesa broke

Ruth First Journalism Prize
New Nation reporter Enoch
Sithole received the Ruth First
Memorial Trust Prize for
Journalism on 17 August, the 10th
anniversary of the assassination of
First. The prize, worth R10 000,
was awarded to Sithole by ANC
National Chairperson, Oliver
Tambo, for his stories on the train
massacres. The Weekly Mail’s Eddie
Koch and the Star’s Joanne
Collinge were also nominated.
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down. Next on the agenda is a
meeting between the PAC’s presi-
dent, Clarence Makwetu, and FW
de Klerk.

.. AND THE AZANIANS
WON'T BE LEFT BEHIND
Azapo has appointed Archbishop
Khotso Walter Makhudu of the
Central Africa Province of the
Anglican Church as a facilitator to
open discussions with the govern-
ment. Strini Moodley, Azapo pub-
licity secretary, said the Archbishop
would meet the government and
“set in motion discussions for crite-
ria to be filled.”

He said, provided Azapo's pre-
conditions are met, direct discus-
sions between the organisation
and the government would begin
by 12 September and be complet-
ed within six months. Moodley also
said the negotiations would be
open and public.

GOVERNMENT LAND
PLANS OPPOSED

The government proposes to trans-
fer more than a million hectares of
trust land to the self-governing
“homelands” — 600 000 ha of it to
KwaZulu. No one outside the gov-
ernment and the beneficiary ban-
tustan bureaucracies has been con-
sulted, let alone the inhabitants of
the land concerned.

The Mational Land Committee
(NLC} has called on the govern-
ment to abandon its plans, saying
it is inexplicable that the govern-
ment is opting for the incorpora-
tion of people into the homelands
when the establishment of an
Interim Government and the dis-
banding of these territories is im-
minent.

"Such a step will not only have
severe and detrimental conse-
quences for the communities con-
cerned, but will pre-empt the pos-
sibilities of establishing a coherent
land and development policy for
the future,” says the NLC. It recalls
the immense suffering, violence
and instability that resulted from
the government’s policy to incor-
porate land and people into the
bantustans in the 80s .

“A hand-over of administrative
control has severe practical conse-
quences for the people concerned.
It could affect their access to pen-
sions, to health and other social
services, as well as to land itself,”
says the NLC.

The NLC believes the planned
land transfer is calculated to pre-
empt the new government imple-
menting a coherent and carefully
planned process of allocating state
land.

At the 18 August meeting of
Patriotic Front forces in Codesa —
which included some of the bantu-
stans concerned - it was decided
to convene an urgent meeting to
review this question.

DRY, WHITE SEASON

The government continues to ig-
nore the plight of black people in
drought-stricken areas. Instead it
pours drought relief into pro-
grammes aimed at white farmers,
These very same farmers are re-
trenching workers.

According to the Development
Bank of Southern Africa (DBSA),
up to three million people could
flock to the PWV from the bantu-
stans because of the drought. The
bank estimates that about 70 000
people in the far Northern
Transvaal have already been dis-
missed as a result of the drought.
To make matters worse, about 20
000 Mozambicans have poured
into the area because of the same
problem in their country.

The state has handed over only
a tiny portion of the millions set
aside for drought relief - all to
white farmers. No provision what-
soever has been made for farm-
workers in the state’s relief
scheme.

RIGHTER THAN THOU

The Conservative Party (CF) has
split over the location of their
dream Afrikaner “volkstaat”. Five
MPs (do their names matter really?)
quit the party recently after the CP
opposed their proposal that the
homeland be in the Northern
Transvaal and include Pretoria, and
that black Afrikaners (whatever

i;-.r /b
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Top: The UN banner made its
appearance in the Pretoria march on
5 August. International monitoring
during the Week of Action changed
policing of mass demonstrations.
Before the UN monitors arrived in
South Africa, the repressive style,

(pictured below during a recent Cape
Town demo), was the norm.
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that means and whoever they may
be) be allowed to join such a
homeland. The CP believes that
the homeland should be based on
constituencies won by the CP and
be whites-only.

The five plan to form a new
party. Meanwhile, the OFS provin-
cial secretary of the CP has re-
signed, citing dissatisfaction with
CP policy. ¢
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ecent events have

% | thrown into sharp re-
lief the whole nature

of the apartheid state

L and the issue of indi-

piryd 8 vidual and collective
responsibility for the crimes of
apartheid. During the mass action
there have been “mock trials™ of De
Klerk and his alleged accomplices.
Disclosures about who ordered the
killing of Matthew Goniwe and his
comrades in Cradock and negotia-
tions on the release of political pris-

oners have revived government at-
tempt to declare a general amnesty —
kiss, make-up and forgive, as it were,

In the euphoria following the un-
banning of organisations, it was for-
gotten that the apartheid regime has
been universally condemned on var-
ious legal grounds, and that the
struggle against this vile system was
itself legitimate. The regime has
been quick to exploit this amnesia
and has again begun to assert that
there must be no “interference in our
internal affairs™ and that a “lawful”

uld De Klerk
~ he tried?

Does South Africa need some

kind of Nuremberg trial to
ensure the accountability of
those who order or execute
state-organised violence and
terrorism? Kader Asmal, a
professor of Human Rights
Law at the University of the
Western Cape, looks at

the debate.

government could not hand over
power to an interim authority. In this
vein, also, there is a demand for the
“wiping clean of the slate™ for all
wrongdoers.

However successful it may be
with certain sectors of international
opinion and however much it may
control the physical levers of power,
the regime remains what interna-
tional lawyers have variously de-
scribed as a “pirate government” a
“pariah state™ or a state with an ille-
gitimate regime.

-
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Because of the unceasing violen-
ce, there has been a revival of the
formerly “underground debate™ that
gome Nuremberg-like trial should be
held to ensure the accountability of
those who order or execute state-or-
ganised violence and terrorism.

Leaders of Nazi Germany's war
machine were put on trial at
Nuremberg after their defeat in the
Second World War (see box). The
principles which applied at the trial
have been drawn on and expanded
to combat one of the greatest moral
and political evils of our time, the
South African white minority re-
gime's policy of racial and national

oppression.
APARTHEID'S CRIMES

It is now well-known that, for over
25 years, apartheid has been de-
nounced by the international com-
munity as a crime against humanity.
What is not so well-known is that
the constituent elements of this
crime — for which individuals are li-
able — cover a very wide area:

» Aggression: The illegal use of
force and the retention of the instru-
ments of power by the white regime
on the basis of the 1983 “constitu-
tion™ which was declared null and
void by the Security Council in
August 1983; the unlawful threat
and ruthless use of that power inter-
nally to suppress, first, the peaceful
political opposition of the civilian
majority and, second, the legitimate
military resistance of the majority;
the employment of that power exter-
nally against African states comply-
ing with their obligation to the UN
and the OAU to assist the legitimate
struggle of the national liberation
movement in South Africa.

* War crimes: The refusal of the
regime to recognise the prisoner-of-
war status of combatants of the lib-
eration struggle, the ill-treatment
and execution of such combatants
and the abuse of the civilian popula-
tion in Southern Africa constitute
war crimes. In addition, Protocol |
of 1977 of the Geneva Conventions
recognises that the “practices of
apartheid and other practices based

on racial discrimination™ are grave
breaches of the Protocol and such
grave breaches are war crimes for
which the individual perpetrators
could be tried.

« Crimes against humanity:
The persons involved in and with
the illegitimate regime have without
lawful excuse deprived millions of
South Africans of their liberty and
property. They have killed entirely
outside the law (apart from the “le-
gality” offered by their own unlaw-
ful courts). They have tortured and
maimed and, arguably, embarked on
a policy of genocide through forced
removals on an enormous scale.
They have robbed the people of
their dignity by perpetrating without
lawful excuse a system of gross
racial discrimination and inequality

in jobs, health, welfare and every Mock trials in Cape Town:

AIES OE e | | the debate on punishing |

apartheid crimes is hotting up

Phioto: Brec Miller, SouthLight

What was Nurembery?

W9 he Nuremberg Trial was a series of trials of Nazi war criminals at the end of the
- second world war, in parallel with the trial of Japanese war criminals. For the first
“! time in history, the international community established personal liability for

crimes of state for which individuals were held responsible.

The law applied at the trial of leaders, corporations and military, prison administra-
tors and executioners is now known as the Nuremberg Principles. It forms a basic part
of international law which bind not anly states but also individuals. This is why George
Bush and Margaret Thatcher, in their crusade against Saddam Hussein in 1990 follow-
ing the Iragi invasion of Kuwait, threatened to try him for war crimes and for waging
an aggressive war. But first they had to defeat Saddam ...

The Japanese and German war criminals were tried for unspeakable offenses. They
were accused of:

* Crimes against peace: Planning, preparation of waging a war of aggression or

participation on a common plea or conspiring to do any of these.

* War crimes: Violating the laws and customs of war by ill-treating, killing or deport-

ing prisoners of war.

* Crimes against humanity: The murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation

and other inhumane acts against the civilian population before or during the war or

the persecution of individuals on political, racial or religious grounds.

Whether these acts were in violation of the laws in the countries where they took
place or not was irrelevant. The Tribunals rejected the argument that those accused
were simply carrying out superior orders or instructions. International law does not only
impose obligations on the state but, in this area, operates on individuals. 5ince 1946
the rules have become the fundamental parts of international law and any state, re-
gardless of whether its nationals have been involved, can try for these crimes.
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Getting tothe hoo'ks and crannies of apartheid's war machine
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A MAYIBUYE correspondent reports

The government has tried to muddy the
waters on the release of remaining politi-
cal prisoners by advancing general amnes-
ty as a pre-condition. The two issues should
be treated separately, argues the ANC. But
should general amnesty be considered at
all?

Eastern Cape farmer, Andre de Villiers,
sought to make a clean break with the past by
revealing information on the SADF's Hammer
Unit implicated in the murder of Matthew
Goniwe and others.

According to his brother, he approached the
police and NP member of parliament, Tertius
Delport. They deny this. He then approached
Democratic Party MP, Eddie Trent. Nothing
came of it either. {After his death the DP initiat-
ed “a meeting at the highest level” with the
government.)

MURDERED

Andre de Villiers then provided the information
to the ANC. He was murdered in a clinically-exe-
cuted operation. Police were ready with theories
about how apolitical the motives of the murder-
ers were.

This could well have been the fate of Dirk
Coetzee in Lusaka or London. Like the tapes of
SAP Boipatong communications, former Special
Forces patriots who vol-
unteer information get
wiped out. Like evi-
dence around train
massacres, the facts
about their elimination
disappear in bungled
police investigations.

A deep fear stalks
the apartheid establish-
ment. The trail of blood
is leading to the highest
echelons. Already, Chief
of Military Intelligence,
Van der Westhuizen
and former Minister of
Law and Order, Adriaan
Viok have been men-
tioned in the Goniwe
saga.

There is no doubt
that the forces involved

in the attempted cover-up are powerful. Their
networks are elaborate and they are capable of
wreaking havoc.

Would a general amnesty stay their hand?
Can it serve as incentive for them to come
clean?

This argument misses the point, says the
ANC's Legal Department. It ignores the fact that
the motivation for the current violence is pri-
marily political - to destabilise the ANC and, if
possible, the whole negotiations process. A
meek act of generosity will not bring an end to
the violence. It will reinforce the culture of
apartheid’s security forces to act as law unto
themselves.

WITNESS PROTECTION

But wouldn't a general amnesty make it possible
for those with information to come forward
without fearing prosecution?

There is no doubt that witnesses need to be
protected, the Legal Department argues. But
this does not require a general amnesty. The law
courts have the right to grant immunity to facili-
tate investigations.

The problem currently is that immunity does
not protect the witnesses from assassination.
Kobie Coetsee's Justice Ministry says the existing
protective measures are just fine. No wonder De
Villiers was killed.

RECONCILIATION

The ANC has said that it is not opposed to a
general amnesty in principle. A negotiated reso-
lution of any conflict entails a measure of recon-
ciliation. But this cannot be a pious forgive-and-
forget operation.

» What is being forgiven and forgotten has to
be fully disclosed. Trials and pardons can follow.
e« The criminals cannot forgive themselves.
Only a representative government can consider
this. But without a cut-off date, an unintended
signal can be sent that they can continue until
there is an interim or democratic government.

* The decision to have such an amnesty cannot
be taken by an elite. It affects those who have
lost their loved ones, and society as a whole.

The amnesty issue needs to be approached
delicately, says the ANC's Legal Department.
There are those out in hell already — and they
want to pull the rest of the country with them.
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» Official policy of racial dis-
crimination: The World Court has
held that an official policy of racial
discrimination violates basic rules of
international law associated with

non-discrimination, for which there
is liability.

* Forcible denial of self-deter-
mination: For a number of years
the intemational community has up-
held the right of self-determination
in an undivided South Africa, thus
rejecting the bantustans. The
forcible maintenance of apartheid is
a denial of this right, thus violating
the Charter.

* Genocide and slavery:
Control of the black population, the
adoption of policies resulting In
large-scale deaths, the migrant
labour and pass systems, the de-
struction of social and culwral
birthright are aspects of policies akin
to genocide and slavery, forbidden
under international law, leading to
criminal sanctions.

THE RESULT

There is little doubt about the ille-
gality of apartheid. To avoid any
doubt, in 1973 the international
community, through the General
Assembly, adopted the Convention
for the Suppression and Punishment

of the Crime of Apartheid which im-
poses responsibility on individuals
who commit, participate in, directly
incite, conspire, abet, encourage or
co-operate in the commission of the
apartheid crime.

Who can, therefore, doubt the li-
ability of those who prepared the
laws, passed the measures and car-
ried them out? We have been told
that apartheid was an experiment
which “failed”™, as it was unwork-
able or inefficient. In this way the
instigators are absolving themselves
of responsibility. It was, in fact, a
criminal conspiracy.

THE VERDICT

Nuremberg was important for hu-
manity. But such trials of political
leaders cannot take place when the
political settlement results from ne-
gotiations, even though apartheid
has been described as “a crime
against humanity™.

In Eastern Europe such trials
have either begun or been proposed
as the previous regimes were over-
thrown. Our route to the transfer of
power is different. In any event, there
are complex problems concerning
who should be tried and how far we
should go back in history.

No Nurembergs can take place
in our context. But the guilt of
apartheid can only be removed by

an acknowledgement of its evil and
criminal nature. This provides a
proper basis for reconciliation.

In addition, there can be no gen-
eral absolution or amnesty by this
regime (see page 10). Those who are
guilty can hardly clear from guilt the
perpetrators of murder, torture and
disappearances. Only a government
representative of the people, after
full disclosure and, possibly, the trial
of the most infamous killers, can de-
cide on this.

To remove the crime of
apartheid there has to be the recon-
struction of our society, the recogni-
tion of fundamental rights and the
reorganisation of the state. “Power-
sharing” by giving a veto to minori-
Ly parties, as proposed by the NP,
will result in the maintenance of the
status quo,

There may be, therefore, a form
of democracy, but with the reality
of apartheid retained. Nuremberg
trials are not needed to convince
the people that the fruits of
apartheid cannot be retained perma-
nently by those who developed this

infamous system. &

& Papers on this topic are
avattable from the Centre for
Developmental Studies af the
University of the Western Cape.
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Roll, mass action, roll

MAYIBUYE assesses the

Campaign for Peace and

Democracy which delivered

a telling body blow to the

government.

oll, mass action,
rell!: that was the
battle cry for the 3-9
August week of un-
precedented mass ac-
tion. If the number of
phone calls from the Union
Buildings to the ANC offices in
Johannesburg is anything to judge
by, the campaign has placed the
government on the defensive.

A fine-tuning in the ANC's
strategy has unleashed a ground-
swell of opposition to virtwally
every level of the state.

Rolling mass action made pris-
ons, hospitals, police stations, local
councils, regional administrations,
Receiver of Revenue offices, bantu-
stan administrations and the Union
Buildings targets for the ANC-led
Peace and Democracy Campaign.

Ronnie Kasrils, head of the
ANC Campaigns Department
stressed: “Rolling mass action was
not only impressive in key cities or
traditional ANC strongholds. In the
Northern Cape for instance marches,
rallies, pickets, and sit-ins took place
every day of the week of action in
Kimberley, Kuruman, Warrenton,
Vryburg, Upington, and other small-
er places. This was the case in the
rural areas of the Transvaal, OFS,
Natal and Border region.”

The following key demands are
being made in the campaign:

* The government must remove
all obstacles to free political ac-

Livity;

Facts and figures

Four million workers participated in the 3-4 August general strike. This
represented about 90 percent of the black workforce. It was the largest
strike in the history of South Africa.

28 rallies and 74 marches were held over the two days. Impressive
amongst these were marches in small areas like Umtata, Thabong,
Virginia, Lebowa-Kgomo, KwaNdebele, Mdantsane, Molteno, QwaQwa,
Kroonstad, Ellisras and Inanda which had marches of between 10 000
and 20 000 people.

The largest marches on those two days: Welkom (80 000); from King
Williams Town to Bisho (70 000), Pietermaritzburg (40 000) and
Krugersdorp (80 000).

There were hundreds of different types of mass activity between 6-9
August. These included marches, demonstrations, pickets, and picnics.
The most impressive of these was the 120 000-strong march to the
Union Buildings which was led by Nelson Mandela.

More than two million people took part in marches and rallies during
the week.

* The government should imple-
ment agreed measures to end the
violence;

* An Interim Government must be
installed and elections for a
sovereign Constituent Assembly
held without delay.

The campaign saw the use of new

tactics, the most spectacular being

the occupation of cities and govern-
ment buildings. “It signalled thai
the majority of people are claiming
back parts of their country — wheth-
er they occupy police stations,
squares etc,” said Raymond Sutt-
ner, head of the ANC's Political
Education Department.

OCCUPATIONS

Whilst the occupations have been
criticised as poorly conceived and
inadequately organised, they repre-
sent a significant leap in the devel-
opment of mass struggle tactics.

The campaign, coming in the
midst of ongoing exposures of high
level government involvement in
corruption and the murder of ac-
tivists, was backed by a broad range
of forces.

The leading South African trade
union, Cosatu, and the major em-
ployers’ body, Saccola, were on the
brink of signing an epoch-making
agreement before the week of mass
action (see pages 22-25).

Agreement would have meant
employers accepting a national shut
down. This did not materialise but
anti-apartheid activists believe that
business has come out strongly in
favour of the objectives of the cam-
paign and a basis has been set for fu-
ture joint action.

The churches played a crucial
role in mobilising large communi-
ties against the corrupt and murder-
ous regime. ANC activists, however,
feel that many broad patriotic forces
became sidelined with certain lead-
ers simply being portrayed as neu-
tral forces.
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The defiant nature of the actions
inspired some activists to consider
the campaign reaching an nsurrec-
tionary moment.

“Not long ago,” said Derek
Masoek of the ANC Youth League,
“the masses were seen as demo-
bilised and unmotivated. The suc-
cess of the general strike is in large
measure due to the call for unprece-
dented mass action.

“*However, by saying that insur-
rection 1s not on the agenda we had
committed ourselves to an unprece-
dented form of symbolic mass ac-
tion and nothing more.”

Dismissing this as a “theoretical
preoccupation™ amongst some youth
leaders, Jeremy Cronin said: “It is
continuous, unabating mass struggle
that will provide an ongoing mo-
mentum” against apartheid.

“Conservative writers and apart-
heid’s defenders such as RW
Johnson were very anxious to portray
this as a utopian insurrection so that
they could gloat over its failure. We
were correct in saying that we were
not against negotiations, that we were
trying to make them work effective-
ly. For this to happen the process of
transition has to be mass-driven. That
15 why the week of action was so suc-
cessful. The people wanted to be
there, engaged, active and directly
represented,” Cronin adds.

This kind of disinformation rep-

resents one aspect of state strategy.

The other is the conduct of low in-

tensity warfare through various

types of forces to spread carnage
thus demobilising and disorganising
our forces.

The state’s pursuit of this strate-
gy is made difficult by:

* [nternational monitoring;

* [mprovement in the workings of
the National Peace Accord struc-
tures; and

* A seemingly unending wave of

exXposures.

FUTURE CAMPAIGNS

The following issues have ben iden-

tified as key to the next phase of the

Campaign for Peace and De-

MOCTacy:

* The demand for Interim Govern-
ment structures and democratic
elections for a sovereign Con-
stituent Assembly;

*  Democratisation of the SABC;

=  Broadening the campaign against
the dismmssal of Nehawu hospital
workers and other workers dis-
missed duning the general strike;

» Campaigning to end repression.
The administrations of Bop,
Ciskei and KwaZulu are the
main culprits;

* Continuing the campaign against
corruption and murder;
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Huge crowds marched on Pretoria
on 5 August - at the Union
Buildings the ANC flag was

hoisted above the statue of Boer

General Louis Botha!

* Demanding drought relief and
reduction in food prices;
*  Demanding the release of politi-
cal prisoners.
The campaign to stop paying taxes
to the government and set up a
“Fund for Peace and Democracy” is
one of the main elements of the new
phase. Unity among all the forces
which support these demands is crit-
ical. Plans are afoot to hold a con-
vention of these forces in October.
In this period, another week of ac-
tion will be organised. %
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Keeping the tap open

Ronnie Kasrils, energetic head of ANC's
Campaign Section, says the
balance of forces has been
tilted turther in favour of

1 I
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MAYIBUYE: Is the ANC satisfied with the outcome of
the Week of Action?
Ronnie Kasrils: The response was tremendous, surprising
the sceptics who believed we would not get that support. It
has strengthened the position of the democratic forces at ne-
gotiations and further tilted the balance of forces in our
favour.
We must bear in mind that our monitoring, particularly in
rural areas, was inadequate. The actual figures are far in ex-
cess of what has been officially reported.

MAYIBUYE: What was unprecedented about the
week?

RK: Apart from it being the largest general strike in South

African history, | would cite the following: '

* The general strike was an active one, In the past people
tended to simply stay at home.

* The mass action was carried into white areas and city
centres, out of the twilight zones of the townships where
action is usually ignored by the media.

* The week saw the mobilisation of people on a grand
scale, placing pressure on every level of government.

* There was a good response from the Indian and coloured
communities which countered talk about their shift in
loyalties.

* A new spirit of defiance emerged: people took over mo-
torways, as in the march to Cape Town from Langa and
Guguletu; the march on Bisho; the blockade of motor-
ways and airports as in PE; mock trials in
Pietermaritzburg and so forth,

MAYIBUYE: Why was the campaign successful?

RK: Three key factors:

* The considerable preparation from 15 June to July. The
Alliance Summit and the ANC Policy Conference in May
adopted a Programme of Action which clearly set out the
campaign.

* Through the active involvement in demonstrations of
people like Cyril Ramaphosa, Joe Slovo and Chris Hani,
we showed that the leadership was very serious about the
need for mass action. Mandela’s presence in the march on
the Union Buildings drew tens of thousands of people.

*  Qur Programme of Action has “campaign appeal”. The
demands struck a deep chord. People were inspired by the
ideas of “rolling action”, occupations, blockades and defi-
ance.

MAYIBUYE: What did the week of mass action
achieve?

RK: Popular support has been swung behind the demands
for an end to violence, for free political activity and the
speedy transition to democracy through an Interim
Government and Constituent Assembly.

Owr actions have virtually put into effect the recommen-
dations of the Goldstone Commission concerning mass ac-
tion. We legitimised mass action in practice.

Our organisational capacity has improved, our member-
ship and branches revitalised. Action councils of the
Alliance have been built at the regional level. The experience
would lay a solid foundation for any elections.

Young and old on the way to
the Union Buildings, Pretoria, 5 August
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MAYIBUYE: The ANC made special appeals to the police
and soldiers through adverts. Did this work?

RK: During many of our actions, activists took the cue from the
ads and publicly addressed the security forces, often clearly mak-
ing a positive impact.

In some areas the police behaved themselves but there were
too many cases of violence and intimidation in which the police
were implicated, We must continue addressing them,

MAYIBUYE: What problem areas were exposed in the cam-
paign?

RK: Owr organisational structures were slow in getting into ac-
tion. Mass action was to have been launched in June. Branches
were briefed only in July. This slowness contrasted with the high
level of mass participation. It shows that we are still relying on the
mood of the people, and not our organisational strength, to carry
the day.

[ feel there is still too much bureaucracy from the branch up-
wards. Our marshalling needs improving. Some of our ideas, such
as government or factory occupations, were not properly planned.

MAYIBUYE: What is the way forward?

= ——=— = = S

RK: We are now in phase four of the Campaign for Peace and
Democracy. We must keep the tap open for mass action to contin-
ue rolling. What has impressed me most is the number of ac-
tivists, young and old, saying that our campaign has given them a
role to play in the negotiations process.

Such participation is an investment in ensuring a democratic
future,

Our campaigns must continue: for the release of political pris-
oners; against the SABC propaganda machinery, the despotic ban-
tustan administrations, high food prices and other socio-economic

issues; and for the government to meet the 14 demands over
which the ANC broke off talks.

Additions to your
political dictionary

The Campaign for Peace and Democracy has produced
new terms which MAYIBUYE includes here to ensure your
Political Correctness.

“The Boat"

Democracy comes about as the result of negotiated pacts
between elites. These elites call upon their constituencies
“Not to Rock the Boat”,

*The Tap”

Mass struggle is used to make a point at the negotiations.
Thus people are turned on or off, like a water tap.

“The Leipzig Option”

People transfer power to themselves in an insurrectionary
moment. This is inspired by the bringing down of the
Eastern European regimes through massive and ongoing city
demonstrations.

“Rolling mass action”

The continuous mobilisation of people in a variety of ways.
The actions address local, sectoral and national issues.
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SECURE YOUR CAREER IN
COMMUNITY GOVERNMENT

Let the Damelin Certificate in
Local Government equip you
for a role in the new South Africa

With constitutional changes coming, communily government
and competent civic administration are set 1o 1ake on critical
new importance. This will creale new positions of power and
influence - fior the man and women who will shape our sociaty,

The revolutionary Damelin course in Local Government was
Fwelnmd 10 open doors o exciting new career opporunities
O WO

Who should attend

An essential coursa for * community government officials at
the early stages of their careers » nawly elected councillors
and peoples representatives * and, all those who wish to
enter this field.

What you will learn

MODULE ONE: » Local Government models explored * The
financial realities of Local Government = Defining Local
Governments organisationally » The source of your authority
as democratically elected leader or appointed official » The
gualities of a good community leader or official » Demands
and expectations of the people at local government bewvel.

MODULE TWO: = The art of communication - learning to get
your message across * Communicating with a constituent
* How to develop and mplement effactive plans » Concapts
wvilal to successiul organising and control = How 1o create a
motivating atmosphere * Your role in increasing productivity
* How (o run efficient meetings = Problem sclving, analysis
and decision making * Turning rasidents’ criticism inlo
cusiomer satisfaction = Adopting the “win-win™ approach to
solving conflicts » How to raise sponsorships
* Understanding cultural diversity in the workplace.

SPECIAL FEATURE: = An exciting part of the course is a
praclical project that will enable you 1o put the theory that you
hawe learnt into practice.

Certification

You will receive the Damelin Certificale in Local Government.
This will qualify you 1o go on to the more advanced course
leading 1o the Damelin Diploma in Local Governmeani,
Starting date, times and duration

a4 usi Cla!ﬁes are held on Saturday mornings from B.15 to
12. :3 for three months.

Damelin

CENTRE FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT STUDIES
Where good government begins

For further information about Damelin Courses,
and how you can afford them, phone 337-6600
or enquire at 1st Floor, Damelin Centre,
Comer Hoek & Bree Streets, Johannesburg.
After hours telephone 6.00 - 9.00 p.m. (011) 795-3929,
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Birds of a feather:

Media monopolies show their true colour

When the extreme right-wing faced a barrage
from media monopolies during the referendum,
it became clear that, in time, the same forces
would be systematically unleashed against the

ANC. Is the die cast?

f you lived on a different planet »

and relied on South Africa’s

mainstream media for your in-

formation, this would be your
reading of the situation in the coun-
try today:

* The ANC launched an insurrec-
tion against the South African
government.

* The campaign instead turned out
to be street theatre apart from the
general strike which was suc-
cessful primarily due to intimi-

A face-to-face meeting between
Mandela, De Klerk and Buthe-
lezi was to relaunch negotia-
tions.

For weeks on end, “plots to over-
throw” the government were back
on the front pages and leader artic-
les. Individual views and discussion
papers galore were leaked and por-
trayed as official ANC, SACP and
Cosatu policy. Minutes of a consul-
tative meeting on the campaign were
printed in full in the Sunday Times.

dation. Then as the Week of Action ap-
» Defeated, the ANC toned down proached, clever campaigns of the
its demands. party propaganda variety became
SABC coverage

Security Council meeting 15-16 July
Time given to interest groups

IFP
Bop
4.3% ™~
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Transkei
0.6% it
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8.4%

13.6%

the norm. The Star newspaper ran a
series, supposedly on how to break
the negotiations deadlock, in is
Opinion column . But this was aciu-
ally a falsification by white aca-
demics of the character and objec-
tives of the campaign. Space was
promised for an ANC response, says
the ANC's media liaison team, bui
only provided on the first day of the
strike.

Many reports latched on the in-
timidation theme. However, the
state’s assertion that the thousands
of police and soldiers deployed in
the townships were there to restore
order and self-respect among blacks
was not challenged.

The crunch had come and no
holds were barred against the demo-
cratic movement.

Towards the end of the Week of
Action, some sanity had returned.
There was now an acknowledge-
ment that the massive actions werc
not due to intimidation. But this was
combined with a new line: the ANC
had toned down its demands and ne-
gotiations were soon o resume —
care of the “troika”.
ADVERTISEMENTS
ANC media workers are also in-
trigued by the response of the ad-
vertising sections of the main-
stream newspapers. Hardly had the
ANC indicated its intention to
place adverts, when the NP — as
well as government communica-
tions services and the police, using
taxpayers’ money — were ready
with responses, some of which, ac-
cording to ANC media workers, re-
ceived better placing.

The SABC was not to be out-
done. According to Bronwyn Keene-
Young of the Anti-Censorship Ac-
tion Group (Acag), whose reports
have received very little media cov-
erage: “SABC invested a huge

Mayibuye September 1992



. 4

~ amount of effort in criminalising the
ANC alliance general strike: from
the preceding week during which it
built up a framework of potential vi-

SABC coverage
General Strike Monday 3 August
Breakdown of 8pm coverage

olence and intimidation, to the week Parties opposed to mass action ANC statements

of the strike, where it actively 1S /7 13.8%

sought out instances of violence and

connected them, rfmstuﬁﬁn falsely, Government . kiedai Hasorton

to the mass campaign. : 12.9% | : of the stayaway
Acag sets out in great detail the ! : 50.5%

time allocated in news bulletins to | RaPA e

the various players and non-players E e e

in the mass campaign (see charts). Business ” " =

Besides this, which is itself damn- | 55% @ ===

5.5% | ' | General description of

marches
SAP el
13.5%

ing, the choice of facts and manner
of presentation in the news bulletins
served the general aim of discredit-
ing the ANC.

Some of the examples given by
Acag are:
*  On 30 July, when the stay-away
by students and teachers had been
decided upon, TV news gloated
that complicating the issue “are re-
ports of intimidation, theft and van-
dalism, at schools in the process of
being built”. Viewers are left to
wonder what the connection is be-
tween these allegations and the
ANC’s campaign.

Violence
16.5%

Combined total for Parties opposed to mass aclion, Government, Viclence, Business, SAP: 63.4%

SABC coverage
Mass action — Wednesday (March on Union Buildings)
Breakdown of 8pm coverage

Mandela — live sound extract
B6.7%

FW — live sound extract
19.7% /
™

ANC

2 11.8%

MANIPULATION

* In the same bulletin, the concern Government

X

of the UN Secretary General about 20.0% General description of
violence is manipulated to appear as ! | marches

if it is directed at the ANC. CP mﬂ:’; Viclence/criminal acts 27.4%

= News bulletins on the days of 2 8.5%

the strike were often preceded by re-
ports about violence, though most of
these incidents did not have any-
thing to do with the strike.

* And on the Pretoria march: “of-
ficial sources™ — whoever they are —
estimated the crowd at about 25 000
(compared to the organisers’ estima-
tion of over 100 000). Mandela’s ad-
dress at the Union Buildings is
given one-third of the time given to
De Klerk's response.

Using these and other facts, Acag
comes to the conclusion that the
SABC is a mouthpiece of the NP,
engaging in a well-planned cam-
paign against the party’s opponents,

In a response to an earlier com-
plaint from ANC information offi-
cer, Saki Macozoma, Editor-in-
Chief of TV News Productions, JL
Pretorius, says “... the ANC’s con-

Combined total for FW, Government, CP: 46.1%

stant attack on the credibility of the
SABC clearly has a political oppor-
tunist overtone™. And in typical NP-
style, Macozoma is invited “to dis-
cuss the issue to iron out misunder-
standings™!

The ANC and its allies can boast
of the success of the campaign. But
they would do well to note that
when the crunch comes, they will
find themselves at the receiving end
of the editorial stick of the white
media establishment.

Certainly, many individual jour-
nalists strive within this environ-
ment to be as objective as possible.
But once decisions are taken on
high, their protestations are often in-
effectual.

Elections for a constitution-mak-
ing body will be held in a matter of
months. And, if the ANC does not
work out appropriate strategies, the
thrust of its campaign will be under-
mined as birds of a feather flock to-
gether to salvage what they can of
the old order.

FAIR REPORTING

As for the SABC, the recommenda-
tion by the UN Secretary General
that “reporting on state-owned radio
and television be, and be seen to be,
fair and objective™ restates what the
democratic movement in South
Africa has been demanding.
Something practical needs to be
done — and done soon. &
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N Resolution 772
has firmly commut-
ted the international
community to deal
with the issue of vi-
olence. In its sub-
mission to Cyrus Vance in July, the
ANC, says Pahad, requested around
400 UN Observers as a minimum,
rather than 30 as recommended in
Secretary General Boutros-Ghali's
report.

ANC representatives lobbied at
the Security Council and as a result,
the resolution *authorises the
Secretary General to deploy, as a
matter of urgency, United Nations
observers in South Africa, in such a
manner and in such numbers as he
determines necessary to address ef-
fectively the areas of concern noted
in his report ... "

The key areas of concern spelt
out include: hostels, dangerous
weapons, the role of the security for-
ces and other armed formations, the
investigation and prosecution of
criminal conduct, mass demonstra-
tions and the conduct of political par-
ties. So the resolution allows for a
flexible approach, says Pahad. The
ANC is already working out concrete
proposals on the operational aspects.

Department of International Affairs
"“' has hailed UN Resolution 772 as a
reaffirmatinh of international support which is to
continue until the ANC’s goal of a democratic, non-

racial, united South Africa is achieved.

The Resolution calls on the
Commonwealth, the OAU and the
EEC to send representatives. Pahad
stresses that this is an important re-
inforcement of the ANC call for the
involvement of these organisations,

Pahad thinks that an effective in-
ternational presence — of people
with the appropriate expertise — of-
fers the possibility of breaking
through the veil of secrecy sur-
rounding the violence. Their pres-
ence will strengthen the work of the
local peace committees.

IMPARTIALITY

The impartiality of the international
participants may allow a break-
through into the area of
covert operations. Pahad
says it is essential to tack-
le the terrible investiga-
tive processes and what
UK policing expert, Wad-
dington, called basic
structural problems within
the security apparatus, es-
pecially the police.

" The Goldstone Com-
mission, Pahad points out,
doesn’t have its own in-
vestigative  machinery.
“The ANC argues that it

International monitoring
for South Africa

Aziz Pahad of the ANC's

must be given more teeth and have
an independent investigative capaci-
ty. It is unacceptable for the
Goldstone Commission and the dis-
pute resolution committees to have
to rely on investigations by the po-
lice. To be effective, the internation-
al community must also get in-
volved in this aspect,” says Pahad,

PRESSURE

The government has been forced 1o
accept international involvement, he
adds. Now international pressurc
must be exerted on the government
to move on all the issues it has failed
to tackle thus far, especially the
Goldstone recommendations. The
government is likely to try to delay
action on hostels and dangerous
weapons by talking of the need for
studies. International pressurc
should be applied to prevent further
stalling.

INDEPENDENCE
Pahad says the government wants
the international observers to work
under local structures. The ANC be-
lieves it is important that they
should co-operate closely with local
structures, but must be independent,
with their own infrastructure, mobil-
ity and framework.

Otherwise what they can achieve
may be limited by what local struc-
tures allow, @

UN Secretary General Boutros-
Ghali's report to the Security
Council contains many important rec-
ommendations which reinforce Reso-
ution 772 (see box opposite).

Boutros-Ghali says he was im-
pressed by the open and responsive
manner in which the Cyrus Vance
team was received by all sectors of
South African society. This is evidence,
he believes, of a transformation tak-
ing place in the country.
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UN team visiting South Africa welcomed with advice
to speak to the people who know first-hand about violence

L

Boutros

GENERAL RECOMMENDATIONS

The immediate release of all remaining political prison-
ers;

Reporting on state-owned radio and television should
be, and be seen to be, fair and objective.

The UN should undertake missions on a quarterly
basis, or more frequently.

THE GOLDSTONE COMMISSION:

Its recommendations should be fully and speedily im-
plemented by the government, in particular those relat-
ing to a total ban on the public display of dangerous
weapons and the security of hostels;

It should investigate the functioning and operations of
certain agencies including the army and police,
Umkhonto we Sizwe, the Azanian People’s Liberation
Army, the KwaZulu Police and certain private “security
firms™;

It should get required finance for its expanded work
from the government;

Senior international personnel, in addition to a pool of
jurists, should sit on the committees of enguiry;

Its reports should be made available to all signatories to
the National Peace Accord within 24 hours of submis-
sion (o the State President;

Boutros-Ghali's report

= Any investigations and prosecutions required by its re-
ports should be undertaken promptly by the competent
departments of government.

THE NATIONAL PEACE ACCORD

= Its envisaged mechanisms lack teeth and need to be
greatly strengthened,;

» Efficient, functioning operations centres at the major
“flashpoints”™ must be established urgently. These
should be staffed on a 24-hour basis and be fully fund-
ed and equipped. They should have prompt and direct
access to law enforcement agencies.

» The government should ensure the early appointment
of the Justices of Peace and establishment of the
Special Criminal Courts envisaged in the National
Peace Accord;

CODESA

» Its processes must be better coordinated and made
much more transparent;

* A deadlock resolving machinery at the highest political
level must be established;

» Codesa should consider appointing an eminent, impar-
tial person, who need not be a foreigner, to provide the
impetus and cohesion needed to accomplish its tasks.
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Who is Patrick
Diongwana
aka

he SAP wvehemently
denies that the fiery
anti-ANC campaigner
1s or ever was their
agent. The evidence

suggests  otherwise.
Perhaps someone “accidentally™
wiped out the records!

Leading Port Elizabeth activist
Mkhuseli Jack is currently studying
in the UK. He had no idea that
Patrick Hlongwane is alive and well

and announcing plans to assassinate
ANC leaders on SATV.

Hiongwane?

Patrick Hlongwane has retracted his

reckless threats to kill ANC leaders. In

return he asks the ANC to stop publicising

his unsavoury history of service to

apartheid. MAYIBUYE speaks to activists

who suffered imprisonment and worse as

a result of Hlongwane's handiwork.

He roared with laughter in
amazement that the system is still
trying to use this “discredited ban-
dit” who was already exposed as a
police spy in the early 80s.

Jack was unaware of Hlong-
wane's current activities which in-
clude:

* running an organisation called
the Returned Exiles Committee
under the protection of Inkatha
at Lindelani and declaring that
he will fight to protect the “Zulu
nation™;

« anpnouncing that he and others
have received special training in
Israel 1o prepare for the killing
of leaders and members of the
ANC;

» boasting that these attacks will
be supported by the Askaris, a
unit of the SAP.

The Southern Matal region of the

ANC believes that Hlongwane's

revelations are part of the state’s

strategy of covert violence against
the ANC. The aim is to make the as-
sassination of ANC leaders appear
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to be the result of intermal squabbles
arising from its exile past. Various
attempts to assassinate Southern
Natal ANC leaders have been foiled
because the regional executive re-
ceived information about the plans
in advance. The region thinks
Hlongwane cited Israel as a place of
training to protect the 1FP and that,
in actual fact, training was carried
out in Ciskei.

Mkhuseli Jack knows Hlong-
wane as Dlongwana — they lived a
few houses apart in the PE township
of Zwide. Sources suggest that he
has changed his name to appear
“Zulu”. After initially denying it, he
now admits that his name is
Dlongwana.

Jack cites many examples of
Hlongwane's role as an agent provo-
cateur. He posed as a playwright to
ingratiate himself with activist
youth, although Jack suspects the
plays were written for him by the
police.

He aroused suspicion when he
told Jack and others that the ANC in
Lesotho wished to provide R10 000
to assist the launch of the PE Youth
Congress, Peyco.

Three attempts by Hlongwane to
frame Jack on attempted murder and
assault charges were thrown out of
court. One magistrate dismissed his
testimony as lies.

UZl SUB-MACHINE GUN

In 1983 Hlongwane, armed with an
Uzi sub-machine gun, was supposed
to be guarding the home of a coun-
cillor, one Phutu. Instead he opened
fire on his own home because his
family, together with the communi-
ty, opposed the undemocratic coun-
cil imposed on them by apartheid.
Hlongwane's mother had to rush to
Jack for assistance.

Jack believes that Hlongwane
was the “cheapest tool available to
the police™ at the time — they were
unable to recruit any credible agents.

Hlongwane's testimony led to
three-year jail terms for Zola Miatsi
and four other Peyco activists in
1983. Mtatsi tells how Hlongwane
joined Zwide township youth in or-
ganising a bus boycott and resis-
tance to the undemocratic local au-

Leading Port Elizabeth activist

Mikchuseli Jack ... roared with

laughter in amazement that the

system is still trying to use this

“discredited bandit” [Hlongwane|

who was already exposed as

a police spy in the early 80s.

thority. He often tried to incite them
to violent actions. He then pointed
out activists to the police, resulting
in their arrest. In the ensuing trial he
gave false evidence that the youth
had planned to burn buses and coun-
cillors” houses.

Former Congress of South
African Students president, Lulu
Johnson, says Hlongwane always
advocated militant and radical ac-
tions in youth meetings. After he
was exposed by testifying against
Mitatsi and others, he still tried to at-
tend Peyco meetings. A system of
checkpoints and changing venues
had to be used to prevent this.

CONFESSION

The ANC’s Department of Intel-
ligence and Security says that in
October 1986 Hlongwane was sent
to join the ANC in Botswana. He
was instructed to phone 011-825-
5383 and ask for Warrant Officer
van Dyk on his arrival.

He reached Lusaka in January
1987. Since he was a well-known
agent he was unable to maintain his
legend and confessed his real identi-
ty to ANC security. As a result the
ANC imprisoned him.

Hlongwane's confession includ-
ed the following:

* In 1981 he joined the Roots
Movement, a vigilante organisation
set up by the security police to di-
vide the community and oppose the
PE Black Civic Organisation, Pe-
beo. He worked with a Colonel van
Rooyen and Mzwandile Maghina.

* He went to Lesotho in 1982 to
take photos of ANC houses in Ma-

seru. In December of that year he
took part in the brutal SADF Maseru
raid in which 42 people were killed.
* In 1984 he worked with the no-
torious PE security policeman,
Tungata, and was involved in the
petrol bombing of a number of
houses, including those of activists
Sipho Hashe, Lulu Johnson and Ivy
Gcina. He also killed Cosas member
Mzukisi Gxuma. Later he worked
with vigilante leader Thamsanga
Linda, the “mayor”, and killed sev-
eral people, including Mr Mateza,
chair of the Loyiso Secondary
School Committee.

* Because he was so discredited in
the Eastern Cape, he was moved (o
Germiston in July 1985. He took
part in the tracking and killing of
Clement, an MK cadre active on the
East Rand. During this period, he in-
formed on George Mashele, the MK
combatant killed by the police in
Vosloorus in July this year. ¢

Inkatha. ¢

Israeli denial

Israeli Consul Mr David Livnat categorically
denies Hlongwane's claim that he and oth-
ers were trained in Israel. “We don't know
- what was the motive for such ridiculous in-
formation,” Mr Livnat told MAY/BUYE. "It
would be better to ask him what his moti-
vation was, or if he has any proof.” Asked
what further steps the embassy planned to
take besides issuing a press release denying
Israeli involvement, Mr Livnat responded:
“What more?”. He also categorically denies
that Israel has been involved in training

Mayibuye September 1992



Is this “class peace”?

In the build-up to the August general strike Cosatu, the employers’ organisation, 4

s

Saccola, and churches negotiated a Charter for Peace, Democracy and Economic

Reconstruction. The draft was, however, not adopted. MAYIBUYE spoke to

Bokkie Botha, the Chairperson of Saccola, and Chris Dlamini, the first Vice

President of Cosatu about the reasons for the breakdown.

Wide support for

peace and democracy
Bokkie Botha, Saccola

proposals, save for the 3
August shut down which did
not materialise?

We had at all times said that
we could not do anything which
would further hurt the economy.

MAYIBUYE: What is the sig-
" nificance of the Draft Charter
and Programme for Peace,

Democracy and Economic Re-
construction?

Bokkie Botha: It was an im-
portant development although
we didn’t reach any final agree-
ment. It indicated the concern of
business and labour for the
major issues facing us, includ-
ing the problem of violence. It
focused the minds of the parties
on finding constructive ways of
dealing with the violence.

In the economic area there
was an attempt to establish the
processes for dealing with criti-
cal economic issues like job cre-
ation, the effects of the drought,
housing, electrification and ad-
dressing poverty.

MAYIBUYE: Why then was it
not adopted?

BB: [ think that there were two
critical issues. One was that the
unions were asking employers
to close down economic activity
completely, and also to bring in

So we couldn’'t commit the
whole of the business and the
public sector to a total shut
down. Regarding the public sec-
tor I must say that we couldn’t
commit them in any way. The
business sector is rather differ-
ent because they are our con-
stituents. With the public sector
all we could do was to go and
talk 1o the government and see
what their view would be.

Then the second major issue
was that we had asked Cosatu
that if we were able to combine
on the first day of the proposed
mass action, we would also
want an undertaking from them
that there would be no further
actions which would have a
damaging effect to the econo-
my. And they would not give
that 1o us. We were concerned
about types of rolling mass ac-
tion which might have an ad-
verse economic effect.

BB: I must make it absolutely
clear that we hadn’t finalised the

wording of those documents,
and 1 think that one would be
able 1o find words that we
would want to change. But we
were absolutely in support of
the broad principles, ie resolving
the problems of violence and the
economy, and doing something
to bring the political parties to-
gether o resume negotiations,

MAYIBUYE: How extensive is
the support in your organisa-
tion?
BB: [ think it's extensive. | at-
tended a number of meetings
which were mandating us as ne-
gotiators, and there was a very
wide degree of support for the

proposals set oul,

MAYIBUYE: Should business
and labour, in fact, meddle in
politics?

BB: One has to be extremely

careful about what the definition
of politics, labour, etc, are.

MAYIBUYE: Does that mean
that you are committed to the

the public sector for a total shut
down for one day.
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Personally I find it very
difficult to separate poli-
tics from labour issues. If
you have political situa-
tions which affect busi-
ness or industrial relations,
clearly you can’t say we
won't deal with them.

MAYIBUYE: How do you
respond to allegations
that the Charter is pro-
ANC?
BB: In Saccola we didn’t
see it as a pro-ANC or
pro-government  docu-
ment. Subsequent events
showed that there were
people on both sides who
accused us of siding with
the other. That probably is
an indication that it was
quite an objective docu-
ment.

In the early stages we
were accused of it being
an ANC document, and at
later stages were told that
we were too close to the
government. | don’t think
we are either. Business is
not political in that sense.
It does not take party po-
litical views.

MAYIBUYE: The Charter
includes a programme for
economic reconstruction
— is this the birth of a “so-
cial contract"?
BB: Certainly there is po-
tential, but agreement was
not reached. We were dis-
cussing a package at the
time.

From a business point
of view we would need to
re-examine our approach.
However, there is very
constructive content to
that package and we could
certainly look at it.

MAYIBUYE: What are the
aims of the MNational
Economic Negotiations
Forum?
BB: That body is by no
means finalised. But the

aim is joint economic re-
construction and joint eco-
nomic activity to resolve
many of those problems.

MAYIBUYE: It looks like a

damp squib - why?
BB: The Forum is still in
its infancy. We should
continue to ensure that 1t
works. Government, busi-
ness and labour must dedi-
cate themselves to ensur-
ing that it has practical
achievable outcomes. It is
too soon to evaluate it.

MAYIBUYE: What are

your views about the fu-

ture?
BB: We have to try, soon-
er rather than later, to re-
solve the many difficulties
that are paralysing our so-
ciety. If we continue with
the growing polarisation
and the conflicts that we
have seen in the recent
past, | have no doubt that
the economy will continue
to be hurt.

We see large numbers
of jobs being lost. The
mass action was, I think,
quite well-managed from
the point of view of busi-
ness and labour. There’s a
lot of work that was done
on both sides to try and
ensure minimal effect on
the economy.

But even though that
happened, there have been
many jobs lost as a result
of these actions. We have
to find other ways of han-
dling our conflicts, ones
which do not hurt the eco-
nomic progress of the
country. If we don’t we
are going to decline even
further. That is my con-
cern at the moment.

Our attempt during
these discussions was Lo
end up with some form of
dialogue that could re-
solve the problem. That
remains our hope. %

ITS TIME T0
LOOK AFTER
WORKERS, NOT
BUILDINGS

Health workers on the march
in July.

“With the public sector all we
could do was to go and talk
to the government and see
what their view would be.”

Bokkie Botha
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MAYIBUYE: What is the sig-
nificance of the Draft Charter
and Programme for Peace,
Democracy and Economic
Reconstruction?

Chris Dlamini: For the first
time in the history of the coun-
try we pushed the employers to
accept that they are not the
only players in the economy.
They realise that there i1s a
need for them to be involved in
providing houses for our peo-
ple, the upgrading of hostels,
distribution of food to the poor
and job creation.

The will of the
majority will prevail

Chris Diamini, Cosatu

They also agree that there
should be majority rule, pre-
ceded by the introduction of
an Interim Government. They
accept that there should be a
sovereign constitution-making
body, elected on the basis of
one-person, one-vole on a
non-racial common voters’
roll. Those were significant
achievements.

MAYIBUYE: Why was it not
adopted?

CD: The hitches were around
the shut down. The employers

WORKERS
RIGHTSNA

NEW SOUTH AFRICA

were saying that they did not
have the mandate from some
of their affiliates. Also the
question of time-frames. They
did not think it was correct o

set down time-frames as to
when certain things should be
realised.

Their argument was that
we are not the only players in
this regard. The government
and political organisations
should also be involved. Those
were their excuses.

But we could see that this
was as a result of external pres-
sure. The state (and that is my
suspicion) influenced some of
them not to sign because that
would mean that they identify
themselves more with the lib-
eration movement.

MAYIBUYE: External pressure

- is that fact or just suspi-

cions?
CD: The state as the employer
in the public sector did not
want to participate or to agree
to many of the proposals in the
Charter. And as a political
player the NP government did
not want business to challenge
its positions. That influenced
Saccola.

MAYIBUYE: Should business

and labour, in fact, meddle in

politics?
CD: Politics 1s about manage-
ment of the affairs of a coun-
try. Obviously that manage-
ment has to be assumed by a
political organisation with ma-
jority support. The mere elec-
tion of that government means
that people have participated.

Now, when it is in power, it

would be wrong of us to with-
draw from participating in 1ts
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The anti-VAT strike last year showed that
workers are not prepared to let the
minority government take decisions on
the economy without consulting the unions

day to day work to make sure
that decisions taken in parlia-
ment reflect the aspirations and
the needs of the people. At the
same time, negotiations about
the transition and the future sys-
tem affect all South Africans, in-
cluding workers. Cosatu cannot
stand aloof. If that is meddling,
we definitely do.

We also expect business, as
individuals or associations, to
play a role to secure and protect
their interests. The government
must not be left 1o operate on its
own without any tempering by
civil society,

MAYIBUYE: How would you
respond to allegations that the
Charter is pro-ANC?

CD: The Charter is supported by
big business, trade unions,
churches and civic associations,
which means that the majority of
South Africans support it. This
is because it addresses the fun-
damental problems they are fac-
ing. If it links with ANC policy,
then it means that the ANC is
moving in the right direction.

MAYIBUYE: What are the aims
of the National Economic
Negotiations Forum?

CD: The aim is to ensure that all
decisions leading to economic
policy reflect the positions of all
the major players in the econo-
my, ie government, business and
trade unions. No one party,
group of people or association

has the right to draw up a policy
that binds all South Africans. In
the economy the major players
are trade unions, big business
and the government.

Of course at the moment the
country is in a state of flux in
terms of the political arrange-
ment. But the Forum is the be-
ginning of the realisation that
business, trade unions, and the
government have to participate
in formulating economic policy.
So it is not a marriage of some
kind but a forum to develop a
policy that responds positively
to the needs of all those parties
that are the major players in the
economy.

MAYIBUYE: It looks like a
damp squib - why?

CD: Obviously the country is in
a state of transition. To have an
effective forum you need a
strong democratic government, a
strong and united trade union
movement, and a strong and rep-
resentative business organisa-
tion. The present government
lacks legitimacy. Whatever it
says cannot carry weight with
other groups and organisations.

But there is a realisation of
the need for this tripartite ar-
rangement. Of course at the mo-
ment it cannot meet all the de-
mands of the people. But, at the
minimal level, there is a
prospect that some areas, partic-
ularly the provision of houses
and electricity can be addressed
even before the introduction of
an Interim Government,

MAYIBUYE: What are your
views about the future?

CD: We have made progress, al-
though the struggle is not a
straight line and has it tums and
zigzags. The mass campaign for
peace and democracy has started
off very well.

The government cannot af-
ford to ignore this groundswell
of opposition to its policies. [ am
optimistic that, at the end of the
day, the will of the majority will
prevail. 4
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Thabane Stadium,
Rustenberg, 1991
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Phata: William Matlala

Can the latest profit-sharing deal between
fhe National Union of Mineworkers and
some mining houses be sold to
mineworkers? Zolile Mtshelwane looks

at the background of the scheme.

Profit-sharing
on the mines?

t the 1991 annual wage
talks, the NUM was forc-
ed to shelve the wage
policy adopted at its
1989 congress. The price of gold was
plummeting rapidly. By the end of
1990, more than 50 000 workers had
been retrenched, with more job cuts
planned. The union had its back
against the wall. Mine bosses were
on the attack.

On the eve of the 1991 wage ne-
gotiations, the NUM decided to shif
away from demanding a living wage
and negotiating a national minimum
wage. The emphasis was to be on
non-wage issues such as trade union
rights and social rights. The wage
policy was suspended for gold mines.

In its place the NUM proposed a
performance bonus scheme. Mine
bosses obliged. This scheme, based
on monthly production levels, was
meant o put more money into work-
ers pockets . Workers had to reach or
exceed a certain target in order to
qualify for a bonus. Details on how
this would work were left to the boss-
es at mine level to work out with the
shaft stewards.

GRIEVANCES

Before the ink on the agreement had
dried, grievances from workers about
the scheme started reaching the
union. Mine bosses were setting
unattainable  production  targets.
Workers were made to work harder
to reach these targets and were rapid-
ly losing faith in the agreement.

The scheme did not put more
rands into workers’ pockets. Instead
it gave the bosses more control over
production targets, and the workers
were driven harder than ever.

In January this year the NUM re-
jected the scheme as unworkable and
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biased in favour of the bosses. The
NUM decided to withdraw from the
agreement with immediate effect.

On the eve of this year's wage
talks, mine bosses announced a plan
to close down Harmony gold mine,
which would cost at least 6 000 jobs.
The NUM demanded wage increases
of up to 20 percent on an average
monthly wage as low as R413. The
initial Chamber offer of between
eight and 12 percent was rejected by
the NUM.

“A PROFIT POOL"
The NUM proposed a profit-sharing
scheme for workers in the gold
mines. Most of the mining houses
have agreed to implement this
scheme. AngloVaal and GFSA re-
fused. JCI insists on retaining the per-
formance bonus scheme that was re-
jected by workers. Anglo-American
Corporation, Genmin and Rand
Mines accepted the scheme.

Twenty percent of what is called
“a profit pool” will be distributed to
workers every month. Every mining
house will calculate the size of its
profits. Negotiations will then be en-

tered into with the union on how .

these will be shared with workers.

The NUM has committed the partici-

pating mining houses to negotiate the

rules of how the scheme will be im-

plemented. Some of the general prin-

ciples that have already been agreed

to include the rights to:

* a fair wage structure;

* security of employment;

* disclosure of information and
monitoring;

* worker participation; and

*  {raining.

This is meant to prevent a repeat
of the problems with the productivity
bonus scheme. Negotiated wage in-
creases have been very low for both
gold and coal mines. The NUM is
now preparing itself to sell the profit-
sharing scheme to its members. Al
the same time the bosses have to be
persuaded to stick to agreements they
reach with the union. These are the
two sticky points that will determine
whether the agreement holds. Should
the bosses renege, NUM members
arec bound to revolt against the
scheme. ¢
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acist stte,

racist employer

The government’s public claim that it

is moving away from discrimination is
not matched by its employment
practices. MAYIBUYE looks at the
appalling conditions in the state-run

health sector.

he two-month old strike by thousands of hospital workers in sup-

port of higher wages and better conditions of work has deeper

undertones than is apparent. It concerns the struggle of workers

challenging an employer now claiming to be doing away with
past racist practices.

Hospital workers, as government employees, are covered by the
Public Service Act. The act classifies general assistants, amongst others,
as temporary workers. This status comes with an average wage of R500
per month and appalling working conditions.

When the |1 500 Baragwanath hospital workers went on strike on 4
June, they were making a statement to their employer, the Transvaal
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Provincial Administra-
tion (TPA), that they
were not prepared to
20 on being treated
this way.

Wage negolia-
tions for 1992 be-
tween the Commis-
sion for Administration

(CFA) — the statutory body
that determines salaries and wages
of public service workers - three
unions and eight staff associations
did not make much progress.
Nehawu, the Health Workers Union
(HWL), the Public Service Union
(PSU) and three other staff associa-
tions walked out of this meeting on
19 May.

The CFA was offering a 9,2
percent increase across the board
and a minimum of R708. Nehawu,
HWU, the PSU and three staff as-
sociations were demanding a mini-
mum of R724 and an increase of
15,3 percent across the board. Five
staff associations accepted the
CFA’s offer, even though it was to
be effective only from 1 August in-
stead of the usual implementation
date, 1 April.

Nehawu and the other five or-
ganisations rejected the offer and
decided to strike. The Baragwanath
workers got the ball rolling, and by
14 June a total of seven major
provincial hospitals under the TPA
had joined the strike.

The Assistant General Secretary
of Nehawu, Neal Thobejane, says
the forum with the CFA “is a tooth-
less structure that is incapable of
taking any decisions on wages and
working conditions. The five staff
associations that dominate negotia-
tions with the CFA unguestioningly
accept what the CFA offers. We see
this forum as a means of co-opting
us and make us like these staff as-
sociations,”

INTERDICT

The TPA threatened to dismiss
those who did not go back to work.
The threats were ignored in all the
TPA-administered hospitals. The
TPA was granted an interdict pre-
venting striking workers from en-
tering the hospital premises except
for purposes of resuming their du-

ties, Some 605 workers were arrest-
ed and charged with trespassing
and contempt of court when they
entered premises to picket in sup-
port of their demands.

The TPA dismissed more than
7 000 workers. Scab labour, some
from hostels controlled bz the 1FP,
and soldiers were brought in to per-
form essential services. Nurses and
doctors had to do manual work like
taking food from the Kitchens to pa-
tients.

VIOLENCE

Violence has also marred the strike.
Since the beginning of the strike,
says Thobejane, at least four shop
stewards have been killed. Three
were killed in Natalspruit on the
East Rand. Four strikers were criti-
cally injured on 12 August when
they were attacked by scabs outside
Hillbrow hospital. *The strikers
were demonstrating outside the
hospital when a side gate was open-
ed by a member of management for
scabs who then attacked demonstra-
tors,” said Thobejane.

He says negotiations with the
TPA on reinstatement of the dis-
missed workers are “on track.
When we met the TPA on 16
August, they admitted that services
have not been normal since the be-
ginning of the strike.” Nehawu is
putting pressure on the TPA to sub-
mit to arbitration on the dismissals.
Thobejane argues that support from
the communities can force the TPA
to give in to demands for reinstate-
ment. *“The occupations of TPA of-
fices and buildings that were part of
the rolling mass action brought ne-
gotiations back on track,” says
Thobejane.

COSATU BACKING

It is clear that only popular mass
action will force the government Lo
treat its employees with more re-
spect and give in to workers de-
mands.

Now that Cosatu has decided to
put its weight behind the hospital
strike, there seems to be hope for
the strikers that they will get their
jobs back. But that depends on
whether Cosatu succeeds in rallying
its affiliates, #

Phaio: Kendndge Maihabathe

strike

About 100 000 workers in the metal
and engineering industry - all members
of Cosatu’s biggest union, the National
Union of Metal Workers of SA, Numsa
— are currently on a national strike
around wages, worker rights and job
security.

The metal bosses have refused to
budge from their offer of an 8,6 percent
increase across the board. Numsa is cur-
rently demanding a 16 percent increase
and a moratorium on retrenchments,

Thousands of workers have already
been dismissed. Tens of thousands have
been locked out. Dozens of companies
have brought urgent interdicts against the
union.

In addition, at least 20 workers and
shop stewards have been killed. Numsa
organisers and leaders have been followed
and intimidated by police and intelligence
agents. Demonstrations have been broken
up by the police. Thousands of scab
workers have been employed. Seifsa — the
bosses’ organisation — has tried to get the
strike declared illegal.

But workers are not taking these at-
tacks lying down. In August alone, 12 000
workers marched in Vereeniging and
50 000 in Johannesburg.

The strike is costing bosses about R44

million daily in lost wrnover and workers
about R3,8 million per day in lost wages.
It is hitting the motor industry hard be-
cause of the shortage of supplies and
some plants might have to shut down until
the strike is over. ®
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Afrikaans:
a white man’s
language?

Hein Willemse,
Associate Professor
iIn Afrikaans at the
University of the
Western Cape,
traces the roots of
Afrikaans and
argues that it is a
common heritage
for blacks and
whites.

frikaans the most
dangerous drug
for our children.
This slogan is
~\ written on a piece
.”"-'.. crumpled pa-
per covering a body. The photo-
graph is poignant in its imagery . In
silence it attests to a violent relation-
ship between political might and re-
fusal, white oppression and black re-
sistance.

The image signifies Afrikaans as
bearer of savagery, racism and re-
lentless oppression. Absent from the
photograph, although present
through the dead man, is the stereo-
type of the brusque, gun-toting boer,
or his collaborators.

This is one interpretation of the
photograph, and perhaps the only rel-
evant one, for in the collective mind
the equation has been firmly estab-
lished: Afrikaans = the Afrikaner =
apartheid = political and social op-
pression. The photograph is a force-
ful reminder of decades of NP rule
and Afrikaner dominance. With ref-
erence to Afrikaans the relationship
between Afrikaners, the NP, right-
wingers and the language appears to
be natural and unproblematic. The
one denotes the other. No other pos-
sibility exists.

GENERAL HISTORY
This image is not surprising, Through
decades of Christian National

Mayibuye September 1992




European language in  Africa,
Panguage historians developed ini-
cate theories of pure European de-
scent, while they systematically
played down the historical role

Celebrating the Great Trek ...
but is Afrikaans the sole
preserve of this minority
tradition? .

.‘_‘--

Fhoto: Paul Weinberg SouthLighi

Education the history of the Afrikaans
language, as well as the general histo-
ry of South Africa was interpreted
through the eyes of the Afrikaner na-
tionalist. The Afrikaners claimed to
be the sole heirs to the language - it
was their possession. Afrikaans be-
came the distinctive mark of a chosen
people. The language ostensibly had
an unmediated link with Europe and
its development in Africa was, by the
grace of God, a miracle: Afrikaans
was the only white man's language
to have developed in Africa.

The story of Afrikaans was told,
like the story of the Afrikaners, as a
history of persecution, colonialism,
struggle and eventual victory for the
volk. That version of history was
imprinted on every pupil who ever
dared to enter into a history or
Afrikaans-language class.

In the recent past Afrikaner his-
toriography has been severely criti-
cised for shaping and interpreting
South African history through the
filter of Afrikaner nationalism. The
same holds true for the history of the

Afrikaans language. The history of

Afrikaans is clouded by Afnkaner-
nationalist ideology. It was a myth
fashioned for the purposes of an
emerging ethnic nationalism.

Pupils were taught that Afri-
kaans was used for the first time in a
white school in Paarl, that Afrikaans
had been exclusively associated

with the Afrikaners since the land-
ing of Jan van Riebeeck. and that its
origins were pure and lily-white. But
nobody told them that in fact a
Muslim school in Bo-Kaap hap-
pened to be the first to have
Afrikaans medium instruction — out
of their own volition.

It was in fact a missionary’s zeal
to translate the Bible into Afrikaans
for his black converts which led to
the establishment of the first formal
Afrikaans organisation. The first
piece of formal Afrikaans appears to
have been written in Arabic for the
purposes of religious instruction.

By 1903 some Afrikaners had to
be convinced that Afrikaans was their
language, whereas the Muslim
Society in Cape Town claimed it 1o be
their birthright and restricted their or-
ganisation to Afrikaans speakers only.
A black correspondent of the
Genadendal mission wrote to his
friend: “I see the whites are now writ-
ing in our language.™

MOTHER TONGUE

The history of Afrikaans taught in
schools is a myth. Like Afrikaner
historiography, it is defective. for it
represents only the history of a sin-
gle fraction of the South African
population. The history of Afrikaans
was ennobled, so that Afrikaans, a
melange ol ancestries, languages
and classes, became the unsullicd

black people, ie slaves, free blacks,
the Khoikhot and Africans, playved
in the creolisation of Dutch and the
development of the pidgin, Cape
Dutch or Hottentot-Hollands, an car-
lier form of Afrikaans. A linguis
once tellingly remarked that the ma-
jority of Afrikaner linguists “tended
to transfer their ideals of purity ol
the white race to their mother tongue
and its history,”

With the onset of Afrikaner na-
tionalism during the last quarter of the
19th century, Afrikaans was usurped
by Afrikaner culture brokers to foster
ethnic cohesion. Later a standard
form of Afrikaans was developed
which looked and sounded like
Dutch.

For all intents and purposes, this
standardised Afrikaans reproduced
the values of an emerging Afrikaner
middle class. Increasingly the vari-
eties of the language spoken by black
people and those not associated with
the middle class were stigmatised.
Afrikaans became the treasured assel
of the Afrikaner nationalist to be im-
posed through state power.

ORAL TRADITION

A similar process took place with re-
gard to Afrikaans culural practices.
Few people care to take note of the
rich Afrikaans oral tradition — creat-
ed mainly by generations of black
speakers of Afrikaans. In the main,
the wealth of animal tales and sto-
ries of colonisation were retold as
part of the Afrikaner’s volkslewe
and volksgeloof,

In the process the agency of
black story-tellers was pushed into
the background and silenced. Where
it is conceded in the academic litera-
ture that black people were primary
contributors to the Afrikaans oral
tradition, these statements are inviri-
ably qualified to suggest that the
original  was  adapted by the
Afrikaners.

Afrikaner demagogues and intel-
lectuals sympathetic o Afrikaner na-
tionalism, have maintained a sure grip

L3
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Struggle
Afrikaans

Women worker poetry

In contrast to the petty bourgeois image of
Afrikaans and Afrikaans literature, it is only re-
cently that attempts have been made to un-
cover the first South African working class writ-
ings from Afrikaner members of the Garment
Workers Union, led by Hester Cornelius and
Solly Sachs.

These women shared elements of
Afrikaner culture, but also showed significant
analytical insight in areas directly related to the
labour movement. The garment worker litera-
ture injected a strong sense of the Afrikaner
working class and the role of trade unions in
upholding international working class solidarity.

For instance, in one poem, "Die plig van die
vrou” (The duty of the woman) Maggie Meyer
sees capitalism as “the destroyer of women’s
freedom and happiness”:

Die plig van die vrou

Die Viyheid het nie lank geduur,
Want wat eers soet was word loe suur.
Toe Kapitaal die oorhand kry,

Was sy die een wat swaar moes ly.
In die fabriek van vroeg tot laat,
Daar leer jy Kapitaal te haat,

Saam word daar 'n besluit gemaak
In 1832 gaan hul uit op slaak.

As ons net saamstaan sal ons wen,
Die mans sal dit ook moet erken.

The duty of the woman
[Freedom did not last too long,

For what was sweel, then turmned sour.
When Capital gained the victory,

She was the one that had to suffer.

In the factory from early till late

There you learn to hate Capital
Together a decision was taken

In 1932 to go on sirike.

If we only stand together we shall have victory
The men would also have to agree.]

=—aTE
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Die lecuwelpies is kwaad

During the eigthies it was not
uncommon to hear these songs
during marches:

PW is 'n terroris (x3)

Le Grange is 'n murderer (x3)
Ma, ek wil 'n Casspir hé (x3)
Ma, ek wil 'n Buffel hé (x3)
want ek wil die boere moer
Kiim op die wa

Klim op Cosatu se wa

Almal wat Cosatu lief het
Klim op Cosatu se wa

In other instances oral poets like
Sandile Dikeni exhoris the ANC
Youth League in Afrikaans:

En o, laat my dig

oor dade van nou.

Die leeuwelpies is kwaad,

die moeders staan op die dak

gereed vir enige boer wal net wil slaat.
Die slagspreuk: comrades dit raak laat!
Die uur is nou —

die langverwagte uur!

Die uur is nou!

Nou is daar kak in die land.

[And oh, let me speak

about our present feats.

The Young Lions are angry,

the mothers are enraged

ready for any Boer who dares to lash out
The slogan is: comrades it's late!

The hour of reckoning is here —

the long awaited hour!

the hour of reckoning is here!

There is shit in the land.]

[ T ==
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the Afrikaans Writer's Guild and Idasa

- contnued Trom page 30

over the history of Afrikaans and the
development and nature of Afrikaans
literature, This was the kind of preju-
dicial knowledge they brought
through Chnstian National Education.,
The pupils, and among them the op-
pressed, accepted this at face value.
The oppressor’s power to determine
the truth was accepted and his ac-
count of history was not challenged.

DOMINANT IMAGE

It was, however, not the niceties of
academic argument which led politi-
cal activists to understand that the
dominant image of Afrikaans as the
language of the oppressor was only
a half-truth. Afrikaans was as much
the language of Bram Fischer as of
John Vorster; it is as much the lan-
guage of Allan Boesak as of Eugene
Temre blanche.

It was in struggle that activists,
especially those in the Northern and
Western Cape, realised that lan-
guage was an instrument to be used.
The majority of people in those
areas speaks Afrikaans and Xhosa.

It was through UDF pamphlets,
community newspapers like Saam-
staan, Alternatief and Namakwa-
nuus that people consciously ex-
plored the capacity of Afrikaans and
Xhosa to transmit their demands for
freedom.

LIBERATION

In these instances Afnkaans became
the language of liberation. And in
circumstances of repression Afri-
kaans as the language of the oppres-
sor co-existed with Afnkaans as the
language of liberation. The learning
process of political struggle also
taught activists that language, as a
way of producing meaningful
sounds, in itsell cannot be good or
evil. It is the way in which meaning
i5 produced and the actions of
speakers which then become the
focal point.

Afrikaans speakers, especially
those from the ruling elite, often lind
themselves anguishing about the (u-
ture of the language in a liberated
South Africa. If anything, the strug-

K i

Don Mattera at a conference organised by

-
Fhioin: Sally Shovkend Southlighi

gles waged by black Afrikaans-
speaking people have created a se-
cure niche for the future of the lan-
ouage.

It is clearer now than before that
language in South Africa is a basic
human right. However, when people
try to protect and isolate Afrikaans
from the vibrancy of other lan-
suages in this country, they may
lose. For then it loses its character as
i Comimn pﬁlHﬁEﬁ.‘ii[]l’l to be l'.'l'l.ﬂ]‘-
ished, something to be shared, a re-
source o which many South
Africans from a variety of back-
grounds contnbuted.

EQUAL FOOTING

It 15 only in co-existence on an equal
footing with other languages that the
future of Afrikaans can be secured.
For it is when Afrikaans speakers
are willing 1o share resources and
help create the environment for the
development of all South Africa’s
languages that their claims to pro-
tection and security for their lan-
guage can be achieved. €

Mayibuye September 1992




Transporting
firewood in
Tanzania.

But bicycles-are
good in'cities too,

.. iding a bicycle in Johan-
/ Inesburg, I'm often told
i (while I've stopped at a red
") robot on my bicycle), is tak-
ing my life into my hands.

But riding a bicycle is also an
economic alternative to expensive
transport. It gets me where [ need to
go without any stops in between, and
without worrying about finding
parking near my destination. It helps
the environment: my bicycle doesn’t
pollute or make noise. It's one of the
healthiest forms of exercise. And it's
part of an international trend to sup-
port what's called “sustainable trans-
portation™: transport that doesn’t ex-
haust precious natural resources.

CYCLE PATHS
You don’t have to be poor or from a
developing country to choose a bi-
cycle as your principal form of
transport: in Denmark, Germany,
the Netherlands, Canada and the
USA, programmes require the inclu-
sion of cycling in transport planning
and encourage more people to use
them. Grassroots groups have been
instrumental in the process.

In New York City, as a result,
cycle paths are on major roadways
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and bicycles make up 10 percent of
weekday vehicle traffic.

On Tuesday, 6 October, people
who live or work in Johannesburg
will be encouraged to cycle to their
jobs in the city’s first-ever Cycle 1o
Work Day. During morning and af-
ternoon rush hours, certain roads
will be designated and publicised as
“bicycle-friendly”. Businesses and
trade unions will be asked to en-
dorse this project.

The city of Curitiba, Brazil, has
invested in 150 kilometers of cycle
tracks, and employers offer workers
vouchers towards the purchase of
bicycles — an idea companies here
might consider. Cycle paths can be
found throughout China and in
cities as diverse as Bulawayo,
Zimbabwe: Lima, Peru; and
Copenhagen, Denmark.

ACCIDENTS

In Paris, France, new cycle tracks
are being built even though a 1990
survey found that bicycles repre-
sented only four percent of daily
traffic. But they were involved in
30 percent of accidents, and the sur-
vey found that twice as many bicy-
cle owners said they didn’t cycle-

Myra Alperson
reports on the
advantages of
eycling.

New York City.

commute because there were no
cycle tracks.

Currently, South Africa’s only
cycle tracks are in Alberton, Cape
Town, Pretoria and Stellenbosch,
and they serve students. Policies
supporting safe cycling for everyone
would surely encourage more cycle
commuting. To discourage unneces-
sary driving, employers might offer
employees pay raises instead of car
allowances if they choose to cycle to
work instead,

IMPORTANT EXPERIMENT

That’s why the 6 October Bicycle to
Work Day i1s such an important ex-
periment. But to make it work, cy-
clists should ride safely. That means
riding predictably, stopping at robots,
signalling turns, and watching for
cars in all directions. Wear a helmet
and bright clothing that makes you
more visible to motorists.

See that your bicycle is in good
condition and suitable for commut-
ing. A three-speed bicycle may be
more practical for city traffic than a
thin-tired racing bicycle.

If many people take part, per-
haps Cycle to Work Day can be
Cycle to Work everyday. <

She is a Johannesburg-
based journalist and
bicycle activist from



HEYViews from
astern Capa

ANC supporters
burning
newspapers at a
demonstration in
Port Elizabeth. This
form of protest
added fuel to the
fire of an already
controversial
campaign.
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The majority have no media of their own -

ANC Eastern Cape Region

" n opuing for a boycolt, we

 wished to express our obser-
"~ vations on the unbecoming
.~ attitude adopted by the
F‘il Eastern Province Herald and
M Evening Post newspapers.
This attitude had become intolera-
ble. We believe that newspapers
should, without bias, grant an auto-
matic right of reply regarding infor-
mation or opinion published about
any person or mstitution.

Apartheid and the structure of
ownership of the papers in this
country, have meant that the majori-
ty of the people have no media of
their own.

If the owners of the media do
not allow the free flow of informa-

tion or inculcate a culture of open
debate, but instead drive the com-
munities apart through false report-
ing and misinformation, those who
are targets of this misinformation
and disinformation have to seek
other ways of righting these wrongs.

VILIFICATION

The media has the right to criticise
the ANC and its allies, but we can-
not take vilification and the ‘no-
nonsense’ stance adopted by the
Herald and Post against our cam-
paigns which did not suit them.
Whereas the boycott has been re-
solved through meetings, it re-
mained, however, our right to
choose the form of struggle against

the attitude of Times Media Limited
in the region. We chose the boycott.

MISINFORMATION
As we see it, the media in general
and the print media in particular,
should reflect the changing society
by promoting the norms, values and
morals that are embodied in the vi-
sion of a new South Africa.
Otherwise, the media can be-
come the backbone of the old South
Africa, particularly if it continues
with the misinformation about the
struggle, as was the case throughout
the years. Their readers, especially
the white readers, have a fundamen-
tal right to know what is really taking
place, #
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both sides EE——
inewspaper boycott

We want to serve our market -
Derek Smith, Editor-in-Chief, Times Media Ltd,
Eastern C ape Division

During the mass action campaign,
the ANC Eastern Cape (EC)
Region embarked on a boycott of

two Eastern Cape newspapers,
t is difficult to reply to issues

raised with me by the Tri-
partite Alliance as, at the time
of writing, | have had no spe-

cific examples to support the

the government on these and many
other issues. Indeed, on the same day,
I received a letter from a business
company threatening an advertising
boycott because the Herald was so

the Eastern Province Herald and
the Evening Post. In this issue we
publish two points of view on’

many accusations that have
been levelled against me. In princi-
ple, however, [ must express my ex-
treme disappointment at the actions
taken against the Herald and Posr
for two main reasons.

BURNING NEWSPAPERS
Firstly, boycotting and burning
newspapers are not what I, or anyone
else dedicated to freedom of expres-
sion, can accept as legitimate protest
against editorial policies.

Secondly, there was no prior dis-
cussion with us, no indication from
the alliance of any discontent with
our views or coverage, before the ac-
tion was summarily announced -
and taken. We had an exchange of
views with community organisations
a yvear ago and an understanding of
our respective problems was
reached. If this had changed in the
interim, we could have been only too
happy to listen. We want to serve
our market.

In a memorandum, handed to me
at the end of July, it was demanded
that the Herald and Post end biased
reporting and continuous bashing of
the ANC-led alliance. 1 gather this re-
lated to our editorials opposing mass
action, but I have pointed out that we
have also supported the ANC on
many issues (closing hostels, UN
monitoring, the 75 percent demand,
speeding up the constitutional pro-
cess, no white veto, security forces
probes, etc). We have also criticised

pro-ANC. Oh, to be an editor.

Also demanded were balanced
news coverage, action to redress
imbalances in race and gender in
employment and promotion of staff,
more consumer participation in
forming our policies and a pro-
gramme to plough profits back into
the community.

Our reply is that we have often
been commended for the balance in
our news reporting, but we are al-
ways available to discuss problems
with anyone. If we are seen to be
erming we want to know about it. Qur
equal opportunity staff policies have
never been brought into question by
the SA Union of Journalists, but we
will act on specifics. And the de-
ployment of any profit we may make
is obviously a decision only the di-
rectors can take.

SUBMIT

A further demand is related more
specifically to the Pesi. For many
years it has brought out an “Extra”
edition directed at the township mar-
ket and giving prominence to town-
ship sport and community events.
This has been labelled “racist” but, of
course, this is not so. It merely serves
a specific market need. We have re-
alised for. some time, however, that
this edition will continue to be a
source of friction as time goes on and
we have decided to do away with the
“Extra" and restructure our editions,
That is a strong indication, I submit,

the boycott - that of the ANC EC
Region and that of Derek Smith,
the Editor-in-Chief of Times
Media Limited, EC Division, the

owner of both papers.

that we take criticism seriously.

Both the Post and the Herald have
a long history as anti-apartheid cam-
paigners. We have campaigned for the
release of Mandela, the unbanning of
political organisations and the freeing
of the political environment, even dur-
ing the darkest days of Nationalist
government rule. Now, as we seek the
same rights of free expression as we
demanded then, we find ourselves sub-
jected to mass action.

PERSUASION
It goes without saying that we can-
not, and will not, compromise our
right to speak freely. But we are also
open to persuasion and suggestion.
We offer the right to reply as a mat-
ter of course and our columns re-
main available to those who want to
join the debate to find the best way
to a better South Africa.

And our plea is a simple one —
discuss first, act later. Our doors and
€ars are open. &
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Ethnicity and
European unity

he collapse of socialist

regimes in Eastern Europe,

the ethnic outburst in

Yugoslavia and the “sepa-
ratist” trends working both in the
ex-USSR and in Czechoslovakia
have challenged European certain-
ties about ethnicity.

Former authoritarian East Euro-
pean regimes dismissed ethnicity in
the name of internationalism.
Successes in building the EEC were
seen as indicators that ethnicity and
regionalism were nothing but old
fears from a remote past.

Ethnicity was analysed as one of
the plagues of underdeveloped coun-
tries and particularly of African
countries. It had no apparent signifi-
cance in contemporary Europe. It
seemed as if the triumphant nation-
state model, despite its very different
selting in EEC countries, had become
the only relevant form of identity.

“Ethnicity”, long regarded as an African problem,

is rearing its head in Europe just when the continent
seems to be on the brink of new unity through the
Maastricht Treaty. Dr Dominique Darbon of the
Centre for African Studies in Bordeaux, France,

outlines his views on these developments.

Community conflicts (which
were never officially referred to as
“ethnic”) were described as either
right-wing or left-wing manipula-
tions. They were often seen as out-
moded romantic feelings which ran
contrary to the historical evolution
towards unification,

EEC-BUILDING
EEC-building has been largely tech-
nocratic and state-controlled. Ordin-
ary Europeans have very little at
stake in this process. It was suppos-
ed to lead slowly to an even greater
integration and to the progressive
transfer of loyalty from nation-states
to a new European identity. How-
ever, the other identities — national,
regional and ethnic — have neither
been weakened nor destroyed.

The building of a European
identity cannot be based on the de-

struction of other identities bul on

their combination, the balance vary-
ing according to interests and issucs
at stake. EEC-building does not :u-
tomatically mean the dying out of
national and provincial identitics
within each nation-state or their
turning into mere folklore. Quite the
contrary. In a number of nation-
states local languages have becn
making a fairly strong come-back.
becoming alternative official region-
al languages as with Catalan and
Basque in Spain.

Through its mere existence and
the building of new transnational
contacts and networks, the EEC in-
tegration leads to a redefinition of
existing community identities.

Whilst formal formal Wesi
European borders are left untouched
a number of geopolitical realign-
ments are taking place. The frec
movement of people, ideas, and
goods is giving rise to new polarisa-
tion, networks and sohidanties, and
even in some cases to new cultural
feelings cutting straight across tradi-
tional national borders.

The new European identity is in-
terpreted differently by the
Europeans themselves. It is celebrat-
ed more by the youth, intellectuals
and business who benefit from the
integration in many ways while the
lower middle classes fear it will
cause unemployment.

DEALS

It has also given more space to small
infra-national communities to assert
themselves as viable cultural and po-
litical entities. Such entities and orga-
nisations which had previously been
confined to their nation-state, can
nowadays choose to make deals di-
rectly with the EEC structures and
benefit directly from EEC funding.
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Do these shared feelings of
community exclude national and
European feelings? This is not
necessarily the case. A very com-
plex identity, based on three main
characteristics, is emerging, :

+ A community feeling which is
almost always manipulated by
some political leaders;

« This feeling of community
being linked to cultural criteria,
not biological ones. This can be
seen in the strategies of certain
“ethnic” movements such as the
Basques and Catalans. They re-
cruit amongst children of new im-
migrants who have adopted the
local language and culture.
Identity becomes a cultural choice.
This is different from Yugoslavia
where kinship determines identity;
« identity is not exclusive. The

The horror of ethnic war in Europe: an old woman cries and a
Bosnian defender hides in a balcony as they watch the first UN
strength of the Scottish or Welsh convoy of supplies roll into the besieged town of Gorazde,
identities, for instance, lies in their Bosnia-Herzegovina on 15 August

capacity to associate a basic iden-
tity claim with others at national

or European levels.

LOCAL LOYALTIES e ﬂl]
The success of the EEC and its ca- hprT'!-Sb 1\'&! ‘ EP‘E& G

pacity to prevent feelings from Train now for” F E’,&, ﬁ Earn while > %
turning into wild nationalism will a business career "\ I~/ you learn ... hEl your
depend on the willingness of of your choice!  \ @} [F v eyl
European technocrats to accept the Improve your chances! “I'm so busy with orders!”
cultural diversity of the European says happy graduate
provinces. Attempts by the EEC to LEARN:
apply political decisions without » Secretarial and clerical WE OFFER COURSES IN:
taking into account cultural and T?Pi“ﬂ;“ﬂ":fdwm;m"i“?- » Dressmaking, Design,
social backgrounds could not only S Bakacs En;[sh Pattern-making and
lead to opposition to EEC-build- » Computer training Tailoring :
ing but also to the hardening of ﬁ?ﬁm;ﬂ&wm“d . g::ti:g. Icing, Cooking and
local feelings and loyalties. accounting, data processing, E Ma:hizg knitting

The negative answer returned 'mlpﬂ ﬂtﬂd planning « Flower and Gift Arranging
in the Danish referendum, the *Eash?etrtrr:im:]g

wing o ition to the EEC
e ot gt of (s Frsaid ALL DIPLOMA COURSES
South-westerners and an increas- DAY, EVENING & SATURDAY CLASSES
ing part of the rural Southern REGISTERED WITH THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Burone are mainly due:to decl AND THE DEPARTMENT OF MANPOWER

sions being taken by technocrats
without consultation.

These decisions create a feel-
ing of frustration, manipulated by
some opportunist politicians to
build populist political machines.

Established 1973
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Identity and ethnicity are feelings Ty

which, through historical and po- 87 Loveday St, cnr Plein, JHB, (011) B38-7331
litical manipulation, can take dif- Also at Pretoria and Rustenburg

ferent political meanings. Your college for business and home industry training
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20% off all books

for Mayibuye
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‘Mangoana O Tsoara Thipa i
Ka Bohaleng
My Life in the Sftruggle |
Maggie Resha

For the first time a leading African woman in the ANC writes
about the heyday of the popular struggle against the South
African regime in the 1950s and 1960s. Wriling with simplicity
and elegance, she provides an unusual insight into the liberation
movement. A remarkable story of forty years involvement in the
liberation struggle.

Was Rd44.00 — now R35.20

e et il el il

MAGGIE RESHA

PAANGOANA O TSOARA
THIFA KA BLHH l:.._l' Hie

MY LIFE IN THE STRUGG

MAPANTSULA — Oliver Schmitz & Thomas Mogotiane — was R33.00 now R26.40.
The script of the award winning feature film
b REDISCOVERY OF THE ORDINARY — Njabulo S. Ndebele — was R33.00 now R26.40
Brilliant essays on South African literature and culture.
ON THE HORIZON — Mongane Wally Serote — was R29.70 now R23.76
Essays by one of South Africa’s most outstanding poets.
HORNS FOR HONDO — Lesego Rampolokeng — was R16.50 now R13.20
Fiery rap poems by an innovative and original new talent.
BEFORE DAWN — Mzwakhe Mbuli — was R16.50 now R13.20
A collection of the People's Poet’s best work.
TROPICAL SCARS — Ari Sitas — was R16.50 now R13.20
Synthesizing a wide range of styles, this collection brings a new dimension to South African poetry.
o YWHEN THE CLOUDS CLEAR — Keorapetse Kgositsile — was R16.50 now R13.20
A rich collection drawing on the poet’s experiences in exile.
THE LONG ROAD, THE TUNNEL — Zinjiva Winston Nkondo — was R16.50 now R13.20
Committed poetry exploring a life devoted to national liberation.
FLAMES OF FURY — Sankie Dolly Nkondo — was R16.50 now R13.20
Inspiring pocms embracing the intimate, social and political spheres of life.
=0 EAR TO THE GROUND — /n association with COSATU — was R22.00 now R17.60
An anthology of poems rooted in the daily experiences and struggles of workers.
ad ESSENTIAL THINGS — Edited by Andries Walter Oliphant — was R81.50 now R66.00
New work by 23 poets embracing a myriad of voices exploring social and private concemns.
o0 LIFE AT HOME AND OTHER STORIES — Joél Matlou — was R24.20 now R19.36
Startling stories full of unexpected twists and leaps of faith.
o) MAMLAMBO AND OTHER STORIES — Bheki Maseko — was R24.20 now R19.36
Off-beat tales convey the everyday experiences of South Africans.
=0 A VISION OF PARADISE AND OTHER STORIES — Kaizer Nyatsumba — was R24.20 now R19.36
Fact and fiction combine to produce gripping narratives of domestic and social pressures.
=) A SNAKE WITH ICE WATER — Edited by Barbara Schreiner — was R66.00 now R52.80
Prison writing by South African women
o0 STAFFRIDER — yearly subscription: R35.00
Quarterly journal

Above prices include VAT. Please send cheques or postal orders to:
COSAW: P.O. Box 421007, Fordsburg, Johannesburg, 2033
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‘Were South Africa's Olympic
expectations realistic?

y learly, there was sup-
pori for the athletes
who represented South
Africa at the Olym-

pics. However, there

v was a greal hope that

the athletes would scoop up heaps of

medals. This manifested itself, al
times, in the form of pressure on the
athletes which might have affected
their performance. Sam Ramsamy
had to plead for pressure on Elana

Meyer to be eased,

“The problem is that South
Africans, particularly where interna-
tional competitive games are in-
volved, are bad losers. Once the per-
formance on the part of a national

team drops, there is a whole range of

questions alluding to the capacity of
that team to perform. That was the
case with the Cricket World Cup. In
the wake of the Olympics perfor-
mance, what | have picked up in the
media and even from ordinary con-
versation indicates the same atti-
tude,” says Steve Tshwete, a man
who played an outstanding roles in
bringing South Africa back into in-
ternational sport.

UNREALISTIC

There is no realistic appraisal of the
capacity of our sportspeople to per-
form against people of other coun-
tries who have been exposed to in-
ternational competition for a long
time. The wish to underplay the ef-
fects of the boycott runs wild and re-
sults in player-bashing which, in
tumn, leads to low morale among the
players. “Because of the euphoria
that gripped the country at the
prospect of taking part at the
Olympics there were unrealistic ex-
pectations. In some circles this was
caused by not really understanding
the level of competition internation-
ally,” observes Aziz Pahad, ANC
NEC memberwho went to Barce-
lona for the opening.
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Pahad and Tshwete say that
they were satisfied with the perfor-
mance of the team. There is obvi-
ously special praise for Elana
Meyer and the team of Wayne
Ferreira and Pietie Norval for win-
ning the two silver medals.

“I think, personally, that they did
well given the fact that they had
been out in the cold for a long peri-
od ,” says Tshwete. “They lacked
the sort of exposure that their coun-
terparts had. Therefore, | never for a
moment thought that they would,
with the exception of Elana Mever,
be bringing home any gold medals.
Nonetheless, i1t 1s important that they
did go there and got the sort of expe-
rience they received. They know as
a matter of fact that their isolation
had an impact on their performance
and one hopes that in the next games
they will be better prepared.™

With such hopes it will be inter-
esting to see what the next four
years will bring us in Atlanta. In the
immediate future, there are the
games that will be staged in Cuba in
which some of the participants from
the Olympics will take part. This is
in addition to the European circuit

(\ Ok !':HPHE
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Big welcome for Olympic athlete

Bobang Phiri

games where some of the athletes
are already participating.

SPECIAL PERMISSION

The reason the team scooped only
iwo medals 15 not Sam Ramsamy's
leadership as a certain newspaper
wants us to believe. Ramsamy and
his team of officials did a commend-
able job in managing the team and
increasing the number of participants.
The exclusion of Petranoff, the non-
South African who got special per-
mission to become a South African
for breaking the sports boycott, was
also important. The solution lies in
tackling the problems that have kept
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outh African rugby
enthusiasts have en-
joyed back-to-back
tours by New Zealand
and Australia. This re-
ward for achieving
unity in the sport undoubtedly is
sweet for the players and spectators.
But long after the rugby establish-
ment has grown accustomed to the
unfamiliar taste of international
competition, black rugby players
could still be left on the sidelines,
waiting for the much-publicised de-
velopment project to kick off.

SCEPTICAL

The South African Rugby Football
Union (Sarfu) has resolved to use 30
percent of the income from the tours
and alhed sponsorship to fund devel-
opment projects. But many black
players are sceptical. Their main fear

South African Olympic team arrives back
home after the Games

15 that, once the tours are completed,
training and development will not be
given the pnonity they deserve,

The black rugby playing commu-
nity has great cause for concern.
Although Sarfu, the united control

the white team out of the Olympics
for 32 years, and made 1992 the firy
real South African participation.

DEVELOPMENTAL

The fragile unity that exists toda,
within the various sports codes mus|
be consolidated. Sports must not be
something that only the rich and the
coerced can excel in as another edi
tor puts it, but must be made acces
sible to all. While the composition
of the team did not really reflect :
“new South Africa”, it was signihi
cant that 20 members of the tean
were there as part of the develop
mental project to prepare them fo
the future. It implemented, that pro-

ject will present us with a different

team at the next Olympics.

From many sources in the coun
try there has been a call for more
businesses to sponsor individuals or
teams. The tme to act 1s between
now and Atlanta.

hing body, 15 commtted to imple-
menting an effective development
programme, its failure to do so re-
sulted in the National and Olympic
aports Congress (NOSC) threatening
o halt all international competiion.
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The fact that Sarfu is perceived
as dragging its feet on development
indicates the unwillingness of the
essentially white establishment to
build a democratic, non-racial rugby
structure. Not long ago the
“Springbok™ rughy captain was cho-
sen by the Broederbond.

Can we truly say that Sarfu is
committed to affirmative action de-
velopment programmes for the
black community? Sarfu states in its
development report:

“The focus must, firstly, be on
underdeveloped areas (ie areas
where rugby is being played, but the
standard is poor), and only thereafter
on the undeveloped areas (ie areas
where no rugby is being played).”

The impact of this policy was
clearly illustrated at a recent meeting
between officials of the Bosmont-
based Tirfu Rugby Club and a senior

rugby development director. The
meeting became controversial when
the rugby director appeared appre-
hensive about including Soweto in
the talks. He indicated that his main
interest was in the Tirfu “feeder”
schools, which he preferred to limit
to Bosmont (an underdeveloped
area) and surrounding areas. When it
was pointed out to him that Tirfu in-
cluded members from Soweto (an
undeveloped area), he remained ap-
prehensive. This attitude, which un-
doubtedly derives from Sarfu devel-
opment principles, is not just unfair
but potentially divisive,

UNDEVELOPED AREAS

People from Soweto and black peo-
ple around the country are thus told
to stand last in line when it comes to
correcting the systematic underde-
velopment of blacks by the apart-

heid regime. Under apartheid, white
schools and neighbourhoods boasted
the best rugby facilities in the coun-
try. The talent of young white rugby
players was developed through
events like the Craven Week where
white schools competed for a na-
tional trophy. With no facilities,
coaches, or development pro-
grammes, black rugby talent re-
mains untapped. With most black
areas falling into the Sarfu category
of “undeveloped areas”, very little
will change while this policy re-
mains in place.

Sarfu justifies its unwillingness
to concentrate on grassroots rugby
development by stating that it ex-
pects ““a small return on investment”
if it follows this path. This attitude
clearly illustrates its serious lack of
commitment to an affirmative action
training and development pro-
gramme for blacks. The position be-
trays a deeply held view that invest-
ment in black rugby is not worth-
while. Neither is investment in a
new South Africa.

AFFIRMIATIVE ACTION

It is not enough to hand out rugby
balls and jerseys and call it develop-
ment. Unless Sarfu implements an
affirmative action programme with
full community participation and
control, rugby will continue to stand
out as the last bastion of white privi-
lege in sport. Only such a pro-
gramme will guarantee a non-racial
democratic culture. Until this is
achieved, unity in rugby and the ac-

Phote: Paul Velasco Southlight
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Wallabies versus Northern Transvaal at

Loftus Versfeld

t would have been preferable, in re-

viewing the All Blacks and Wallabies

tours, to deal with the teams’ perfor-
mance: the flair and experience of the visi-
tors and the South Africans’ flicker of
good technique.

But, alas, South African rugby has
been true to form. The controversy around
the flag and the anthem has clouded ev-
erything else.

Mayibuye September 1992

Sarfu officially supported peace and
democracy, and agreed not to use
apartheid symbols. This was violated by
Louis Luyt of the Transvaal Union. The
Conservative Party and its allies had also
mobilised for a “spontaneous show of pa-
triotism ™.

After consulting with sports bodies,
the ANC decided that the Australian test
would go ahead. However, future tours

companying tours will have very lit-
tle meaning for black people.

would be reviewed. It was necessary, the
ANC said, not to allow the racist bigots to
use these events to mobilise against peace
and democracy.

The NP gloats that the rugby fans’
racist behaviour constitutes “mass action”.
This is a meek attempt by a discredited
government to surreptitiously challenge
the real power in the land: the ANC and
other peace-loving forces.
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! » News, Vieﬁs, Comment, Reflections
&+ Bible Studies, Liturgy, Theology

and the home.

SPREAD and Spirituality
THE WORD OF . : ;
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EDUCATION! for Southern Africa
An Initiative of The Institute for
) . Contextual Theology -
SACHED produces educationally advanced, relevant :
publications for use in the classroom, the workplace Edited by: Albert Nolan -
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especially for teachers, students and adult learners in
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FLaunching \
Umkhonto: |

an unglamourous
contribution?

f all the people on the scene at the
Otime, | think | can lay claim to hav-
ing made the least dramatic contri-

bution towards the launching of MK,
| was an advocate in Cape Town, and
one day a comrade whom | had frequently

defended appeared at my "chambers”,

The underground, detention, jail,
exile. Abnormal
experiences from
abnormal times. For
those 30 years when
) the ANC was
banned, its
activists often avoided capture, torture or
death only by luck or quick wits. MAYIBUYE
recounts some of the amazing tales.
Contributions are welcome.

closed the door behind him, and bent

down as if to tie his shoelaces. Dipping his

fingers in his sock, he pulled out a tightly folded
piece of paper and said: “Can you keep this for a lit-
tle while, someone will call for it?”

| was back at my desk some while later, working
through some law reports, the slip of paper securely
tucked in my sock, when another comrade ap-
peared. This time | bent down as if to tie my laces,
pulled at the piece of paper and handed it to him.
He, of course, bent down as if to tie his laces ... and
the piece of paper was on its way out into the corri-
dor, down the lift and into the street.

Only afterwards did | learn, or rather, guess from
something which someone had let slip, that the
piece of paper had contained the MK oath, and that
| had done my bit towards the launching of the
armed struggle.

| was in my mid-twenties then, part of a generation
that had grown up politically in the golden decade
of the fifties. We had taken part as youth in the
Defiance Campaign, the Congress of the People and
the national work stoppage after Sharpeville.

Often, during those years, we had asked older
comrades to explain to us “from a theoretical point
of view" how it was possible to believe in a non-vio-
lent end to apartheid, let alone to capitalism in
South Africa (we were all socialists, and came to na-
tionalism through socialism, just as a different gener-
ation today is coming to socialism through national-
ism).

Our older comrades resolutely defended the pos-
sibility of peaceful change if the people, especially
the workers, were sufficiently mobilised, and if the
world took a strong enough stand, then it was possi-
ble to destroy apartheid and build a new society
peacefully.

The fact is that, when the ANC was legal and
could lead mass campaigns without serious repres-
sion, when papers like the Guardian could openly

express the people’s wishes, the masses were not in
a mood or were they physically prepared for armed
confrontation with the regime. It was the State of
Emergency and the banning of the ANC in 1960
that convinced us all, not theoretically, but in prac-
tice, that new forms of struggle had to be found.
The question then became: when armed struggle
started, where would it be, who would take part,
what form would it take?

| was doing a lot of public work, in the courts, writ-
ing and addressing meetings. Denis Goldberg
seemed to be around less and less, other people one
knew seemed to disappear. No one asked any ques-
tions. It was better not to know.

One day Denis rolled up at my place and asked if,
seeing that | was a keen mountaineer, | could take a
crowd of young people for a very vigorous hike on
Table Mountain one Sunday. | agreed, and we met
near the Kirstenbosch Gardens, and | really took
them up hill and down dale, till they were gasping
and exhausted, though none of them complained
openly, since they were not going to let a white man
(me) do better than them,

Later Denis asked if | could give a class to a group
of campers on a political education holiday at a place
called Mamre, not very far form Cape Town. | ag-
reed, and a few weeks afterwards | was sitting in a
tent, baking hot, talking about the history of South
Africa from a people’s point of view.

However, in any event, the class was interrupted:
the police had arrived, and in large numbers. The
place was surrounded. We were taken off to the
nearest police station and processed one by one.
There was no hard evidence against anyone and we
were told to be ready to face charges on some tech-
nical violation or other. Those were the days when
the police needed evidence! ¢

Albie Sachs
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A short story by Pomona Petelgrun

uppie flu might be a relatively recent phe-
nomenaon, or recently noticed, anyway, but yup-
pies are not. Indeed from the dawn of history
there have been those who choose to live glam-
orously by plagiarising the fruits of the hard sweat
of others as their own innovation, while concealing
whatever cans of worms might arise therefrom in a great
cloud of obfuscative new-speak, learned at various short
courses. Managerial initiative, it's called. It's certainly not new
or restricted to any particular country by any means.

In the year 845 AD, Brother Fernando Dos Santos Consalves
Gomez was to be found at the Monastery for Motherless
Morans in OPort, Portugal. Fernando, formerly a physicist at 5t
Mary's Academy for Revelation and Truth in Lisbon, had taken
to the monastic order after the Roman Catholic Church had
suppressed his innovative ideas of ICBMs and satellites as
heretical and threatened to burn him alive if he did not recant
his unpopular works that were based on the assumption of a
round earth. Ferando acceded to this request, and found em-
ployment as a gardener at the monastery in Oport: an inherent-
ly soothing and placid occupation in which he could subcon-
sciously mull over second derivatives of orbital movements
while tending to the relatively simple requirements of a patch
of benign vegetables. Then, as today, the standard tendency of
management is to equate the mental capabilities of cabbage
tenders with the cabbages themselves. Thus nobody interfered
with Fernando, nor bothered to question him on more than the
most elementary matters — a situation which suited Fernando
down to the ground, if the expression be pardoned.

But one sunny moming in June 846 AD when Fernando was
toiling the soil in the monastery garden and toiling his brain
through Fourier Transforms whilst ostensibly reading a prayer
book, he was buttonholed by the manager of the monastery,
one Abbot Anri Asinine (pronounced Onree Ass-i-nee-nee).

"Brother Fernando,” said Abbot Ann Asinine, [monks insist
on referring to each other as “brother” despite their occupa-
tion being largely inherited from other monks to whom celiba-
cy was a great cherishment] washing his baby pink hands
against each other obsequiously, his head cocked slightly to
one side and his best smile invoked, “could you spare a few
moments of your spiritually valuable time to have a little chat,
please? There are a few things I'd like to share with you,”

“I'm busy at prayer, Abbot. Can't it wait?"

“l, too, am a busy man, my son,” the Abbot admonished, in-
advertently placing his boot firmly on a fresh young lettuce. “|
have to attend a meeting of the Association of Abbots at
10h45 local time. Then | have to go to the village to buy an-

other fryer. I'm rather pressed you see .."

"Like the grapes in a good wine,” muttered Brother
Fernando.

“What's that, Brother?"

“Nothing, Abbot - | was talking to God.”

The face of the Abbot became suffused with radiant joy.
His blubbery rolls of dappled fat quivered discreetly with de-
light beneath his Manager Monk Frock (MMF).

"Ah, yes indeed my son. The Good Lord is our mission in
lite. Why, | said so myself at the last team-building seminar
when we worked on our Mission Statement.” He turned
around, reprieving the poor lettuce and squatting a succulent
gem squash in its place.

Brother Fernando carefully shut his prayer book, using an old
spinach leaf as a bookmark. He rose to accompany the Abbat.

“Let us walk while we talk,” said Anri Asinine.

"Let us indeed. Let us not, however, trespass further
amongst the Lord's vegetables, Abbot. Let us walk over there
in the Lord’s Open Meadow. "

“Ah yes, the LOM. So tell me, Brother Fernando, are you
making progress with the LW?"

“Indeed, Abbot, the Lord's Work is progressing well. | am
also rapt in prayer every day for six hours and feel that the
Lord and | do okay together.”

“It is most splendid to see a member of my little team in-
terfacing with the Lord so harmoniously. This is good. But
Brother Fernando - | felt it my duty to speak to you in connec-
tion with your mode of dress. | notice you never wear a tie.”

"You notice correctly, Abbot,” stated Fernando.

“May | enguire why not? A man of your standing in the
community - after all you are a Monk Level 5D, which entitles
you to a soup spoon all of your own at dinner — you should
be setting an example to your team in your manner of dress.”

“What team, Abbot?"

“Your team of Gardeners for the Lord, of course.”

“I have no team, Abbot. As | recall, last year you ratio-
nalised the monastery and did away with almost anyone ca-
pable of useful work. | am The Gardener. There shalt be no
other gardeners before me and ... *
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“¥Yes, yes. Brother Fernando. | know all that. | would
like to see you wear a tie, though.”

"0On the Iberian Peninsula, where day temperatures
peak at 36 degrees Celsius?"

*The Lord expects us to suffer these minor discom-
forts, Fermando,” the Abbot replied testily.

“How do you know? Have you asked him?”

"es ®

“What did he say?”

“I'm still awaiting the Lord’s reply on that one. | expect
he is addressing the matter. He said he'd get back to me.”

“Everyone always says that, Abbot Anri," Fernando
said cynically.

“True, but | expect honour from the Lord, Fernando. |
know he’ll get back to me.”

“Yeah, yeah, sure, sure. Nevertheless, Abbot,” stated
Brother Francisco Dos Santos Consalves Gomez, stopping to
lovingly fondle the frond of a nearby palm, "The Lord told
me that He is delighted in my work in the garden. He goes
on to say that he will show his appreciation by bringing in a
bumper harvest this year. | have no reason to disbelieve
Him, since my garlic plants are already the size of pumpkins.
Are you happy with my work in the garden, Abbot?”

“Yes, uh, but that’s not the point ... *

“Well then!” Fernando exclaimed. He performed a lit-
tle jump of glee. “You are happy, the Lord is happy, and
thus | am happy. Praise the Lord!"

“Yes, but ...

“Praise the Lord, Abbot!" Fernando commanded sternly,

“Yes, yes. Praise to the Lord. All the other monks wear
ties; l can't see ... "

“Praise the Lord properly, Abbot; a minute's silence if
you please ... "

Both men cast their eyes downwards and became silent.
Abbot Asinine counted the seconds. Fernando mentally
performed a 1024 point Fast Fourier Transform. After what
seemed to be a minute by his count, Asinine said: “All the
other monks wear ties ... "

"The other monks are useless mumbling sciolists, Abbot.
All they do is mope around the monastery buildings cross-
ing themselves and getting more obtuse by the day. Let me
be frank, Abbot. If you want to hire a fashion model, go
ahead. He probably couldn’t even put a good prayer to-
gether, let alone tend the Lord's Vegetables. The vegeta-
bles would die, and | dare say the Lord would inflict punish-
ment for this negligent behaviour. Chances are he'd let the
weeds grow so prolifically and to such heights that they'd
block all the light from the windows of the new chrome
and stained uranium glass Meditation Hall you had built for
yourself by those Libyan slaves. Weeds with stems as thick
as a man. Nobody’d be able to cut them down in a month
of Sundays. Would you like a fresh carrot, Abbot? They're
quite delicious before the Monastery Meals Manager gets
hold of them for the daily gruel.”

“Uh, no thank you, my son. How do you know the
Lord feels this way? Did he reveal His plans?”

"¥o," admitted Brother Fernando, chomping on a
juicy carrot, “He did indeed.”

"Did he give any indication on this occasion of my im-
pending Bishophood, my son?”

| don't remember, Abbot. He mentioned Robin Hood, as
| recall. Said he was a jerk — shouldn't steal from the rich
and give to the poor; should rather keep the spoils for
himself. The Lord expressed considerable misgivings over
human intellect in this regard. Said he thought he'd wast-
ed his time with upright bipeds. | don't recall Him men-
tioning a Bishop Hood, though. | think if | went back to
the vegetables and was able to commune with the Lord's
Plants, alone and in peace, and totally undisturbed by
meetings, forms, salesmen, managers and timesheets for
a month or so, it might come back to me.”

“All haste then, my good son. Go and speak with the
Lord. Keep up the good work!”

"Right on babe.”

"What?"

"Nothing. | said nothing.”

“Perhaps it was the Lord?"

"Perhaps, Abbot. Perhaps.” #

y
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ACROSS

. Locked in a long-drawn dispute
with the TPA.

4. lis members were recently on
strike against the SABC,

7. Preceded Oliver Tambo as
president of the ANC.

10.  Of Great Britain.

12. Security given for released
prisoner’s appearance for trial.

13, Institute legal proceedings
Against someoneg.

14. Won a silver medal in
Barcelona.

15. Heads the Institute for Multi-
party Democracy.

17. At Ellis Park some of its fans
would rather sing “Die stem™
than observe a minute of
silence for vietims of violence.

19. Master of ceremonies.

21. Cabinet minister admitting to
have chaired a State Security
Council meeting discussing
Comiwe’s future.

23. Pathologist who recently

exposed deaths in police
custody.
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11.
13,

4.
I 5.
I 8.

19.
20,

3

Sister Bernard ... is a member
of the ANC's NEC.

Led the Alliance’s march on
Bisho during the week of mass
action.

Founded by the state and
Inkatha to divide the workers.

MAYIBUYE Xworp No

The ANC demands votes for ...

Used widely in train
MASSACTES.

Freedom.

Countries of Asia, Africa and
Latin America are usually
referred to as the ... World.
Has resolved 1o send observers
to monitor the situation in
South Africa,

First president of Angola.
Former Chairperson of the
Border ANC,

Mecea of the ZCC,

Human Rights Commission.
Pair of posts between which
bl is 1o be driven in soccer,
To cripple.

OF similar character,

Personal computer.,
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« WIN R100 AND Y
A MAYIBUYE
T-SHIRT

TEST YOUR |
KNOWLEDGL Y
ABOUT THE ANC W
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The winner of
MAYIBUYE Xworp No 11

is M Ephraim Nkadimeng
PO Box 1244

Jane Furse

1085
CONGRATULATIONS!

RuLes
The first cormect entry drawn wins,
Only originals and hand-drawn Facsimiles will be considered.

'_H!-J—

The judge’s decision is final and no cormespondence shall be

entered into,

4. MAYIBUYE, DIP and DPE siafll members and their immediate
relatives may md enler.

5. Semnd answers to; MAYIBUYE Xowoen Moo 13, Box 61884,
Marshalltown, 2107,

6. Closing date; 15 October 19492,

7. See answers and winner in MAYIBUYE, November 1992,
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Book Review

% - COMPUL Sttl-ag:;

The Right to Learn by Pam Christie
New Expanded Edition, Sached/Ravan, 1991

he Right to Learn was first published in
1985. The 1991 second edition is an up-
date to take account of important changes
since. For example, the ANC and PAC
have been unbanned, a negotiated settle-
ment is on the cards and political organisa-
tions are developing policies for a democratic South
Africa. But the education crisis is continuing.

The Right to Learn is a contribution to debates about
education in South Africa. The first edition was reprint-
ed five times which is testimony to its popular appeal.
The new edition retains many of the strengths and weak-
nesses of the first edition.

The book 1s a comprehensive, thought-provoking and
innovative account of the history behind the education cri-
sis and the major issues surrounding it. Its central theme —
that what happens in education is a reflection of what hap-
pens in the wider society — is a clear challenge to many

comfortable assumptions about education being a sort of

neutral “open sesame™ for all hard-working children.

RESISTANCE IN EDUCATION
Itis a great pity that the new edition’s timing precluded a
section on the Education Renewal Strategy Document
and Curmriculum Model put forward by the state in 199],
The political context of present policy-making is not
mapped out sufficiently. The new chapter on People’s
Education does not spell out the way in which this con-
cept could be concretised in future policy.

The discussion on “Resistance in Education™ should
not have been separated out as a chapter on its own. This

results in a less clear picture of the interrelationship be-
tween policy and resistance and of how state policy has
become increasingly reactive to pressure from below.

As the book is designed to be accessible to people
outside universities and colleges, it has used a variety of
creative techniques to present a lively, interesting and
readable text. Most of the more specialist language of
academic texts has been simplified, without losing too
much of the complexity of the arguments. The format
used is an ongoing dialogue between two people who
debate the issues and invite the reader to interact and
draw conclusions. A wide variety of quotations is used -
from documents, newspapers, pamphlets and interviews.
This gives the text a fresh and direct quality.

However, the convention in the book of characteris-
ing perspectives on each issue as “conservative™, “mod-
erate” or “radical” is not helpful. The labels lead to cari-
cature of many positions. By making the “radical” cri-
tique the only one of any real substance, the book makes
a mockery of its invitation to the reader to “make up
your own mind”, It also encourages the reader to label
and dismiss particular intellectual positions before con-
sidering what they have to offer.

It would be interesting to know whether most of the
book’s readers are in universities and colleges. For
those people whose only information about the educa-
tion crisis comes from the occasional Agenda pro-
gramme or the doom-and-gloom statistics in the daily
newspapers, this book remains an accessible and chal-
lenging alternative. %
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VOTE |=1::M'='~1
%; JUSTICE! MAYIBUYE Editor,

GOOD GOVERN 52 Joel Netshitenzhe

: (left) hands over to
Michael Molefe, the
winner of Airscape
Competition No 1
the prize of a trip
for two to Durban!

=) ¢
WIN A TRIP FOR TWO

| g

TO PORT ELIZABETH!

Fly to PE and stay two nights (bed and breakfast) at a hotel

. When was MAYIBUYE first published in South . Only one entry per person.
Africa? . Send your entry to MAYIBUYE Airscape
a. 1912 b. 1976 ¢. 1990 Competition No 2, PO Box 61884,
Marshalltown, 2107.
. Where is MAYIBUYE published? Print your full name, address, phone number
a. Cape Town b. Durban (if any) and answers on a separate sheet of
c. Johannesburg paper.
Cut out from the cover the triangle containing
. Where do you buy your monthly copy of the words “Win a trip to PE"” and send it with
MAYIBUYE? your entry.
a. CNA b. Street corner news stands . Closing date 15 September 1992
c. Cafe d. House to house sellers . The judge’s decision is final and no
e. Place of employment  f. Subscription correspondence shall be entered into.
. Employees of the ANC and their immediate
. Name three articles which appeared in the families may not enter.
issue of MAYIBUYE in which you found this . Winner to be announced in the October issue
competition. of MAYIBUYE.
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Proof that So Curl s best

So Curl for long
lasting Curls from...

K
(e

Prinbed by Shereno (011) 422 17

Anthony Smith is a reputal ble African
American businessman. Hig hﬂn‘le
is in Pasadena, Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, USA. He is a well | ravellee
man with contacts in both
turope, Asia and Africa. Hijg
knowledge of black cos metics,
hair care products in pa rticular,
is beyond doubt.

During his recent visit 1o South
Africa we asked him to try our
new So Curl for long Iastmg
curls. His respnnse Wwas  over-
whelming, “Right on brothers

. Right on ... You compare
with the best in America. | mean
you are the best,” he responded
with enthusiasm.

We are not surprised by Mr
Smith’s endorsement of our pro-
ducts. Our new So Curl is another
example of our commitment to
product quality. A designer sculpt-
ing Gel and a no drip Spray that
gives hair a wet look yet maintains
hair curly and dry looking.

After Mr Smith’s overwhelming
endorsement of our new So Curl
need we say more about

our wide range of hair

care products? Yes, one

final word, “Thank you

Mr Smith.”

You can ask Anthony
Smith about our new
So Curl or better still
try it yourself. It is
available at all leading
hair salons and retail
outlets countrywide.
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