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Mr. Gell’s

HE Indian commun-
“ ity not only of
Rustenburg but the

whole of the Union is deep-
ly indebted to Mr. C.\WW. ML
Gell for the very lucid
manner in which he has
stated the case of the In-
dians against the Group
Areas Act. We have deem-
ed it advisable in the gen-
eral interest to give it full
publicity in this issue. The
Land Tenure Advisory
Board has had so many
statements on the Act but
we doubt if it has had one
stating the case so convin-
cingly both from the point
of the Europeans and the
non-Europeans.

Of course it has been
made clear beyond a shadow
of doubt that the Act has
been totally rejected by the
Indians in particular and
the non-Europeans in gen-
eral in principle. And any-
thing that is bad in prin-
ciple cannot be good in its
practical application. It can
only be rendered less evil
which is what Mr. Gell has
tried to do dealing with it
in'its minutest detail. He
has pointed out to the
Board that the Act cannot

Statement

be administered with any
semblance of justice. The
injustice can be lessened to
the extent to - which the
injured party has been com-
pensated. Mr. Gell's plea
is for a stalis guo, and
closing the door for any
future so-called penetration,
by opening new areas fo’r
the expansion of the in-
creasing population of the
Indian community, thus re-
lieving the in‘sanitary‘ and
congested conditions in
which they are compelled
to live owing to force of
circumstances caused by the
various restrictive measures
passed against them. This
can of course be achieved
without the obnoxious
Group Areas Act. Froma
practical point of view the
suggestions made by Mr.
Gell cannot be improved
upon -and cannot only be
applied in the case of Rus-
tenburg but can set a pat-
tern for all parts of the
Union where Group Areas
are proposed to be estab-
lished. His suggestions are
indeed a guide to the lLand
Tenure Board to be fol-
lowed so as to cause the
least possible injury to the

parties concerned from a
material point of view. If
it is the sincere desire of the
Government to be just and
fair to all sections of the
community it would certain-
ly unhesitatingly accept
with grateful appreciation
the proposals of Mr Gell
and those who have -asso-
ciated with him. But is the
actuated by
pure motives? That is the
question. With the West-
ern Areas Removal scheme,
under which, Africans who
have settled down for years
on properties they were
allowed to own and occupy,
are being driven out like
dumb animals and dumped
ten miles away from the
city in an unstable condi-
tion — for what guarantee
is there that they will not
be shifted from theré at the
whim of the rulers, when
even their rights of owner-
ship have been taken away?
and with the Bantu Educa-
tion Act—an Act deliberate-
ly designed to lower the
standard of education’ of
the Africans—to quote only
two of the major measures
taken by the Government,—
the whole motive is to re-
duce the non-White people
to a permanent status of
“hewers of wood and draw-
ers of water” for the \Vhite
And in so far
as Indians in particular are
concecned it is the declared
policy of the present Gov-
ernment, we are unhappy to
have to say, to hound them
out of this couniry. All

Government

ruling race.

have

measures taken against
them are a proof of that fact.
The Smuts-Gandhi Agree-
ment of 1914, the Capetown
Agreement of 1927, both of
“which gave hope to the
Indians, who were born
in this country and who
had adopted it as their
home by virtue of having
spent practically their life
time here, of being able to
stay in this country with
a sense of security as self-
respecting human beings,
been rendered
scraps of paper. \We are
therefore dubtful if the great,
trouble Mr. Gell has put
himself to will at all weigh
with the-L.and Tenure Ad-
visory Board or the Minis-
ter of the Interior who is°
directly concerned.

as

No man loses his freedon:
except  through his  own
weakness,

—— ~

No tyrant kas cver yet

purpose

without carrying the viclive

succecded tn his
with hin, it may be as it
often by force. AMlost
people cloose  zather (o
yield fo the will of the
Iyrant . than fo suffer for-
the consequences of resist-
ance. Hence does lerrorisme
Jorm part of the stock-in-
trade of the Urant. But
we have tustances in Lis-
lory where terrorism fas
Jailed to mpose the terior-
ists’ will upon his wvictiv,

—Mahatma Gandhi.
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Phone 53. Telegrams ‘SOLANKI.’

Box 208.

Solanki & Co. Ltd.

Merchant & Direct Importers

PCO.

@ PAM v
L

Extensive range always carried in

the following: ,

' Silks, Drapery, Toilets, Per-

fumes, Curlos, Fashion Goods

and Jewellery, Wide Range of

" Indian, Persian and Chinese
Carpets.

Stockists of well-known branded
Watches.

COPPERBELT PIONEER STORE -

Where Quality and Service
are Paramount.

Luan§hya, Northern Rhodesia.

Telephone 2335.
‘P.0. Box 110
{"USAKA, NORTHERN RHODESIA

BRADFORD CLOTHING
FAGTORY

Direct Importers and
Wholesale Merchants

Clothing Manufacturers

. Proprietor RAMBHAI D. PATEL
Branch:

CITY STORE
Cairo Road, Lusaka

HAlways in Stock:

Piece Goods, Hosiery, Cutlery,
Enamelware, Stationery, Drapery,
Crockery, & Wool.

Telegrams ‘BRADFORD’

e
B. 1. §. N. Co. Ltd.
No sailing in the month of March,
S.S, Kampala due 29th March, Sailing 3rd A;ril.

Passengers must conform with the Cholera Vaccination and Yellow

Fever innoculation requirements and obtain certificates from their’

nearest District Surgeon,. Inncculation by and certificates “from
private Medical Practitioners will not be accepted,

FARES : DURBAN TO BOMBAY
First Class single without food £83—]0—0
' Second "’ ." ” * 55-—0—0
Third Class Bunk 28—10—0

Muslim Special Food £11—10—=0 Ordinary Food £4—I[7—6
Hindu Special Food £10—=3~0 Ordinary Food £4—5-—6

Bookings tor 1st, 2n0d, 3:d can be effected by com-
munijcation with us by telegram or letters,

For further particulars apply to—

SHAIK HIMED & SONS (PTY) LTD.

390 PINE STREET, Telephone 20432I, DURBAN.'
Tel. Add. *“KARAMAT.”
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NOTES AND NEWS

All Public Gatherings
Banned

THE Minister of Justice, Mr.

C. R. Swart, bas banoed all
public gatherings in the magis-
terial districts of Johannesburg
and Roodepoort for a period of
20 days as from Tuesday, Febru-
ary 8.

The prohibition is a precaution-
ary measure taken in connection
with the rfemoval of Native
familjes from the Western Areas
of Jobannesburg to Meadowlands.
The move was 10 bave started on
Saturday but according to the
Johannesburg correspondent of
‘the ‘Natal Mercury,” in close
sectecy on Tuesday afterncon the
Native Resettlement Board warn-
ed 150 Native families in Sophia-
town to quit their home for
Meadowlands by six o'clock on
Wednesday morning.

An official statement issued in
Pretoria says: “There is teason to
apprebend that feelings of hos-
tility would be engendered be-
tween the European inhabitants
of the Uniocn on the one hand,
and any other section of the in-
habitants of the Union, to -wit the
non-European section on the
other hand, by the assembly of
any public gathering for a period
of 20 days, from and including
February 8, in any public place,
or place to which the public has
access anywhere in the magisterial
districts of Johaanesburg and
Roodepoort,

By virtue of the powers vested
in me by the provisions of Sub-
section 4 of Section 1 of the
Riotous Assemblies and Criminal
Law Amendment Act (Act No, 27
of 1914) as amended, the assem-
bly of any public gathering in any
public place or places to which
the public has access within the
magisterial districts of Johannes-
burg and Roodepoort, and during
a period of 20 days as from and
including February 8 bas, there-
fore, been prohibited.”

The statement was issued by
Poalice Headquarters in Pretoria

and was signed by the Minister
Justice,—Sapa.

Lenasia School Gets Paoor -
Support
Mr, Ahmed E, Pate), acting
secretary of the Transvaal Ia-
dian Congress, has issued the
following Press statementt
“As a result of agitation carried
on by the Nationalist Pasty, the
Education Department without
 consultation closed the Indian
Higb Schoel at Booysens and
Congress was informed by the
Central School Board that the
building at Booysens is going to
be used as a storeroom, ~

N

INDIAN OPINION

‘1

*“The Education Department
built a prefabricated school at
Lenasia without the knowledge
of the Indian community, who
has opposed and rejected Lea-
asia as a Group Area for the
Indians living in Johannesburg

“When the inlormation reach-
ed Congress, it got in touch
with the Central. Schoo! Board
and Transvaal Education Depart-
ment and pointed out that
facts surrounding Lenasia and
warned of the opposition of the
Indian community.

The Congress requested that
the Booysens School be retained
as a temporary measure until a
satisfactory solution is found be-
tween the Indian.community and
the Department, This suggestion
was rejected.

A pareats Association was then
formed and it offered alternative
accommodation to all the pupils
affected in the centre of the city.
This was- however not accepted
by the Department for the open-
ing of the new term.

A new private school is now
being run by the members of
the Indian community, Already
over 300 pupils bave enrolled at
this school, Theee were only 52
children at the Lenasia school
and I am sure when they know
that alternative accommodation fs

YET ANOTHER BILL
POLICE

HE Criminal Procedurt and

Evidence Amendment Bill,
which has been introduced in the
Assembly extends the powers of
the Police to enter premises.

The Bill empowers a judge,
magistrate or a Justice of the
Peace to issue a warant for the
Police to enter premises in certain
circumstaaces,

It provides that this may be
dooe on a complaint being made
that there are reasonable grounds
for believing that the internal
security of the Union or the
maintenance of law and order is
likely to be endangered by or in
consequence of any meeting which
is being or is about to be held on
any ptemises,

Such a warrant may also be
issued if there are reasonable
grounds for believiog that an
offence bas been or is being or is
likely to be committed, or that
preparations or arrangements for
the commission of an offence are
being or are likely to be made in
of upon any premises

The warrant will authorise the
police to cater such premises at

is available in the city this num-
ber will still dwindle,

Springfleld Hindu Govern-
ment-Aided Indian School

At the official opening by the
Director of Education, Dr. W. G.
McOonkey Jof 1the new block cf
classrooms of the Springfietd
Hindu Government-Aided Indion
School, Mr. S. R, Maharaj, Prin-~
cipal of the School and the hon.
treasurer of the Springfield Hindu
Sabha, under whose aegis the
school has been established, said
that the new block had cost the
sum of £8384—5—0. The school
bas accotnmodation for 696 pupils
and is onz of the Jargest Indian
primary schoals in Natal. The
Sabha’s assets, he said, were
£24,000 in 1954 where as they
were nil when it was established
in 1947,

The Director of Education,
Dr. McConkey paid a compliment
to the headmaster who had de-
voted his energy towards the de-
velopment of the school in par-
ticular and to the uplifiment of
the community in general,

After Mr, T, R. Durga, the
bon. secretary had moved a vote
of thanks Dr. McConkey and Mr,
M. Meiring the Chief Inspector
of Indian Education had the hon-
our of planting trees in front of
the new building. .

Mr. D. Jadhunandhan, the pre-
sident of the Sabha welcomed the
guests,

TO COMPLETE THE
STATE

any reasonable time, for the pur-
pose of careying out investigations
and taking any rcasonable steps
which they consider necessary for
the preservation of the iaternal
security of the Union ot the main-
tenance of law and order or for
the prevention of the commission
of an offence.

The warrant will also authorise
the searching of the premises or
any person on the premises for
anything which the police have
reasonable grounds for suspecting
to be in or on such premises or
on such a person, if there are
teasonable grounds for believing
that it will afford evidence about
the commission of an offence, or
that it is intended to be used for
the purpose of committing an
offence. The police will, on the
strength of such a warrant, be
authorised to seize any such
thing, if found, and to take it
before a magistrate,

A warrant of this kind may be
issued to any member of the
Police Force, and not necessarily
to a member of the Force above
a certain rank’

63

If any policeman believes, on
reasonable geounds, that the delay
in obtaining a warrant would
defeat the objects of such a war-
rant, -he may himself, at all
reasonable times, enter the pre-
mises concerned without warrant
and carey out such investigations
and take such reasonable steps as
he may consider necessary for
the preservation of the internal
security of the Union and act,
generally, as though be had a
warrant

If a policeman investigating an
offence or an alleged offence has
reasonable grounds for believing
that there is -a person on any
premises who is able to pive evi-
dence about the commission of
the offence, be may, without
warrant, eafer the premises for
the purpose of interrogating the
person and for taking a statement
from him,

A policeman may use such force
as may be necessary to gain entry
to any premises which he s
authocrised to enter, or to over-
come resistance offered against
his entry, If necessary he may,
for that purpose, break open a
door or window of the premises.

He may do so, provided he has
previously failed to obtain admijs-
sion after having audibly de~
manded to be admitted, and
notified the purpose for which he
seeks to enter,

There is a proviso that these
provisions will not authorise a
policeman to enter a private
dwelling for the purposes of the
Bill, without the consent of the
occupier.

Any person who wilfully ob-
structs, resists or hinders a police-
man in the execution of his duty
under these provisions will be
guilty of an offence and liable, on
conviction, to a fine not exceed-
ing £100, or imprisonment for a
period not exceeding six months,
or both.

The general provision in the
existing law enabling a police
officer of or above the rark of 2
sergeant without a search warrant
to enter premises to search for
anything that may be used as an
exhibit in a court of law in cons
nection with an offence, has been
amended so as to accord the same
right to any policeman,—Sapa.
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R. VITHAL

Bookkeeper, Wriling ap Bels of
Books, Balanoce Sheets, Income
Tax Retarne.

Cantact No 213 Macasa House,

Second Floor, N

17 Cemmissigner Street,
Ferreirastown,

Johannesburg. 'Phone 33-.1854,
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: GROUP AREAS ACT o

APLEA ON BEHALF OF

RESTENBURG INDIANS

By C. W. M, GELL AND 36 OTHER EUROPEANS

[{The following letter has been
sent by Mr, C, W, M, Gell to
the Secretary to The Land
Tenure Advisory Board, Pretoria
While some of the details of this
documeant are necessarily of local
significance  only, much of it
applies generally to all schemes
{inder the Group Areas Act by
which pon-Whites (Africans, In-
dians or Coloureds) are being
moved to suit White convenieace
“This particular *casc history” in-
volves oply a few bundred people
and a few hundred thousand
pounds, In some of the cities
bundreds of thousands of people
and many million pounds are
involved .

The Dutbaa City Council, for
instance, propogses to exchange
63,000 Indians, 80,000 Africans
and 8,000 Coloureds for 3,000
Eutopeans. £9 million of Indian
owned propetty will  be expro
priated  but only £850,000 of
European-owned  property.  To
re-house the displaced lodians
alone will cost at least £15 million
at minimum standards of com
fort and hygiene. Even so, the
Government and its agencies con-
sider the Council's plan fgsuff-
ciently drastic and one pressing
foe *'improvements.'’]

46 Boshoff Street,
RUSTENBURG,
Transvaal,
, South Africa.
Friday,
4th Feb., 1955,
To:

The Seccrelary.

Land Tenure Advisory Doard,

Private Bag 190,

PRETORIA.

Investigation in terms of the

Group Areas Act, 1950, as
amended: Rusicnburg  and
LEmvirons.

Sir,

With reference to your adver-
tisement, dated January -th,
1955, and published in THE
STAR of January Tth, 1955,.1
submit this representalion in
quadrupticate with special re-
gard to the CGroup Arce pro-
poscd for the Indian community
of Rustenburg.

I should explain that, in
responsc to Mr, Olckers’ original
advertisement, dated August
3lst, and published in The Star
of September Jdth, 1053, I and
36 other European inhabitants
of Rustenburg subtnitted o pro-
posnl. datced October 26th, 1953,
in which, afler objecting on cer-
toin  prounds (which I shall
hereafter expand) to the Indian
Group Arene proposed hy the
Rustenbury: ‘Tovn Couneil, we
sueocsted  that, if an Indian
Group Area be deemecl casential

present occupied by our Indian
community, as illustrated by a
sketch plan then attached and
as now indicated on the map
available for inspection in the
officc of the Town Clerk of
Rustenburg. '

The number of 37 signatorics
had no special significance, It
was not thce maximum number
of people who were prepared to
sign that proposal. When I
oniginated the proposal, I merely
fooked around for enough sup-
port to prove that 1 was not a
{one idiosyncratic. Theré hap-
pened to be convenient space on
the second page of our original
tocument for 36 signatures, The
wife of one signatory insisted on
adding her name as well, and
that made 37. Our cusc, there-
fore, does not rest on numbers
or lack of them, but simply and
salely on its merits or defects.
We hope that all proposuls will
be considered by these standards
alone,

A Councillors’ Threat

It has been reported to me—I
hope incorrectly—that one Town
Councillor threatens to show at
the public hearing you will later
call that each of*our signatories
had somec personal motive for
signing. We have nothing to
fear from such an attempt,
which would certainly be abor-
tive. Indecd, thosc who propose
to expropriate the Indians are
far more vulucrable than we
are to this kind of accusation.
But we do not wish to sce per-
sonal allegations introduced by
cither side, We, edach of us in
our individual capacities, signed
that  proposal  beeausc  we
thought it better than the pro-
posals being put forward by the
fown Council. We ask you,
therefore, to consider the pro's
nd con's of cach proposal
purcly on merit without per-
sonal acrimony.

7 should muke it clear that, in
putting forward our proposal,
we in no way prejudge the issue
of whether or not Group Areas
are essential in this small town
where  relations  between  the
various race groups have becn
conspicuously  harmonious,  As
regards the Indinns, we know of
no cases ol fuiction belween
Lthem and cither our Africans or
Coloureds which could he attri.
buted to difference ol race or
culture. Between Indiaus and
Furopeans we know only of two
incidents  which  necessilated
ottt casco—one in 1938, when
come Indian youths assaulted
sotne Luropenn youths who had
been  throwing stones on the
ronfs  of Indian houscy, and
another in 1953, when four
Fuvopean youths assaulted an
lndian, It is, therefore, our
opinion thit a very heavy onus
of proof rests upon thoge who
insist that raeial consideratinng

in Rugtenbury,, it he entahlished
substantinily

in the area at]

necessitnte the proctamation of
Group Areas in Rustenburg.

OPINION

Secondly, I must explain that
we 37 signatories did not repre-
sent o unanimous attitude Lo the
Group Areas Act. Some of us
consider it to he so fundament-
ally unjust as to be beyond the
possibility of reasonable amend-
ment, Others agree with it in
principle, but reserve opinion on
some of its clauses or on the
manner in which some local
authorities seem to want to
apply them.

However, for the purpose of
ur proposal, we were united in
1ecepling the Act as the existing
wwo of the land. What we wished
to cnsure was and is that its
application in Rustcnburg will
e “fair and just” to uall rucc
jroups, as the Minister of the
(nterior promiscd it would be,
when moaving the third reading
n Parliament. His actual words
wvere: “This (Act) 1is one
neasure, ‘and one of the major
neasures, designed to preserve
White South Africa, while at
e same time giving justicc and
fair play to the non-Europeans
n  this country.” (Hansard:
douse of Assembly: July 13,
1950: column 8834.) '

HISTORY OF THE ARRIVAL
OF INDIANS

Nouw, Sir, a good deal has been
said in hearings befaore your
3oard qr its committees at
>ther towns about the history
»f the arrival of the Indians in
che Transvaal, And there has
yeen some <iscussion of this
.natter in our, local press here.
Juch heat has becen generated,
wnd much confusion sown in the
ninds of men, by the partial or
rartisan presentation of some
historical facts, gquoted out of
their context or without the
>ther side of the picture being
shown. But it should be pos-
sible to agree on the general
nistorical outline, fairly present-
ng both sides and the extent to
which it does or does not give
our Indian community a right to
be where they arc,

I think it will he gencrally
conceded that the Indians first
:ame to this country in 1860 at
Jhe very definite invitation qof
the overwhelming majority of
the White population of Natal,
15 cxpressed  through  that
colony's  clected  Legislative
Coungil. Natal Law 14 of 1859,
passed, without a division on its
second reading, subfected ime
migrant  Indinn labour te a
period of B years under inden-
ture, after  which  cach im-
migrant might reindenture him-
sell or seck for work as a free
citizen in the open lahour, mar-
ket.. The law also provided for
free return passages for any
Inctinns who had worked ten
years in Natal (five.of them
under indenture) and offered
them free grants of Crown land
in licu of rcturn passages, if
they preferred this. It is {rue
that these terms were imposed
at the insistence of the Govern-
went of India as the only terms
on which it would permit Natal
to import Indian indentured
Inhour, But Natal accepted the
conditions and the coolieg; and

continued to accept both fromJ

|1th: February, 1953

1860 to 1911, when indentureq
emigration from India to Sout}
Africa was stopped by th
Indian Government, despite th
energetic protests of the Naty
Provincial Council ~and - tp,
Union  Government. ~ Befor
leaving these coolies (an Indiay
word meaning - “mamy
labourer™), I wauld just cmpha.
sise that the terms on high
they came, and which 1 haw
summarised above, encouraged
them to settle as free citizgny
after the cxpiry of their inden.
tures. There is mo historie)
cvidence to support the myfh
that they were imported on con.
dition they returned to Indiy o
soon as they had completcy
their indenture. Secondly, il
142,000 coolies imported ‘unde
indenture bétween 1860 arj
1911 agcotnted for 81 per cent
(i.e. over four-fifths) of ti
total Indian immigration iny
this country.

Between 1866-74 there wasy
lull in the importation of coolies
owing to an economic depressiox
and the non-fulfilment by Nat}
of some of its obligations under
Law 14 of 1859. When thinx
were put right by Natal Laws
12 of 1872 and 19, of 187
the immigration of indentured
Indian lahour was resumed. At
the same time, and more part-
cularly after 1880, a few Indian
traders immigrated to Natal to
minister to the special tastes in
food and dress of the growing
Indian population. Some of
these free immigrants became
aware-of commercial opportuni
ties in the other provinces ani
moved into them, as did aise
gome of the indentured labourers
after expiry of their indentures,
By 1913, when the Unign finally
closed immigration ‘into South
Africa to all'Indinns except the
trickle of wives and children
which we are now stopping, free
Indian immigrants accounted
for 19 per cent. (ie. less thar
one-fifth) of the total Indian
immigration.
EXTRAVAGLNT OPINIONS

It is these frce Indian im
migrants with whom we are
primarily  concerned in. the
Transvaal. Indeed, in Rusten-
burg there is not one family
descended from the original
coolies. In his much publicised
speech at Nylstroom before your
Board in ©ctober, 1953, Mr, V.
G. Hiemstra said that he bdd
never discovered any animosity
against Chinese  shopkeepers
because the Chinese “doea ngt
obtrude himself ou the Wﬂl?f
opulation by his numbers ind
vy his omnipresence in .the
sphere of trade, But with cot
tempt for the While man's
efforts to stop them the Indisn
has swarmed in until the dangee
point has been crossed.” Sine
these sort of cxtravagent
opiniong arc widely prevalent
among White Séuth Africans to-
day, 1 think it neccessary 10
cxamine this “swarniing"” “pro-
cess in the perspectivo of history
and the stntistical. facts; and
also to consider the extent t
which the Indians arrived whert

they did against tlie wishes of
the Buropeans. -
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TFirst, as to numbera. T have
already explained that aver
four-fifths of our Indian im-
migrants came to South Africa
at the express invitalion of the
Europeans, Nor can we in other
parts of the country write this
off as merely Natal's concern,
since for two years after Union
the Union Government sup-
ported the policy of indentured
immigration and joined with
Natal in protesting vigorously
agninst the stoppage of this im-
migration in 1911 by the Indian
Government. The remaining
one-fifth of our Indian im-
migrants were attracted here
first by the need to supply the

" special wants of the coolies, and
their continued immigration,
even after some Europeans had
begun to protest, was permitted
because its stoppage would have
endangered the Government of
India's acquiescence in con-
tinued indentured importation.
Within two years of" India's
stopping the latter, South Africa
finally closed down free Indian
immigration and at the same
time (1913) prohibited all fur-
ther inter-provincial movement
of Indians,

In 1911

At the census of 1911 there
were 1,276,212 Europeans in the
Union and 152,203 Asiatics, The
former comprised 21.4 per cent.
of the total population and the
latter 2.5 per cent, 99.5 per
cent. of the Asiatics are Indians
and I shall in future quote the
Asiatic figure as for Indiams,
There are only a few thousand
Chinese in the Union today,
descendants of Chinese ,coolie
labour which was imported early
this century for the mines under
quite different conditions to
those governing Indian coolies.
Most of the Chinese were re-
patriated 1t is hardly remark-
able that the small residue “'do
not obtrude themselves" and are
not “omnipresent” in commerce,
At the census of 1951 the
Union's European population
was 2,643,117 (or 20.8 per cent.
of the total population) and the
Indian population was 365,024
“(or 2,9 per cent. of the total
population) — a remarkably
amall change in the relative
numcricalratios over a periad of
40 years, despite all the talk of
“explosive fertility”, etc. As
_regards the Transvaal, Indians
counted 11,012 in 1911 (or 0.7
per cent. of the provincial popu-
lation), In 1951 they numbered
48,892 (or 0.9 per cent. of the
provincial population), Turo-
peans comprised 25 per cent. of
the provincial population both in
1911 and 1951. T really do not
sec how, in the light of these
figures, any reasonable man can
dissent from the -conclusion of
the Lange Report in 1921:-—

“In the Transvaal the evi-
dence and the statistic should
go far to remove the miscon-
ceptions and allay the ill-
founded , alarm  prevailing
among some section of the
community -~ regarding the
‘Asiatic menace'. It seems in-
conceivable to us that the fewo
thousands of Asiatics in this
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dants could cver suceced in
swampiny the European popu-
lation, as has been  so
frequently and emphatically
asserted.”

Deliberately Tendentious

This conelusion is as valid to-
day as it was in 1921, Judged
against it and the numerical
facts, talk of “swarms” and
“swamping’ is just irresponsible
or deliberately tendentious.
However, we are still left with
two of Mr, Hiemstra's charges:
that our tiny Transvaal Indian
community arrived here against
the wishes of the White popula-
tion and that they ‘“dominate a
part of the professional life of
the country”.

The evidence on the first
point is conflicting., Certainly,
there was an outery among both
Boer and British in the Trans-
vanl in the middle 1880's against
Indian immigration into the re-
public and’ against their com-
mercial competition, Indeed, an
Afrikaans historian in our local
paper  (Rustenburg Herald,
December 11, 1953) went so far
as to assert that the outcry
originated mainly among British
traders in Pretoria, In 1884 the
South African Republic had
signed the London Convention,
article 14 of which entitled “all
persons other than Natives'' to
mter, trade and own property in
the Transvaal, This article 14
wvas, in fact, intended to apply
‘o the uvitlanders. But it did in-4
*identally cover Indians, who
vere then just beginning to
anter the republic in fair num-
“ers, However, Law 3 of 1885,
‘vhich was agreed to by Britain
1 year later as being nececssary
m grounds of health, excluded
Indians in the Transvaal from
sitizenship Fights and provided
for their residential segregation
because of “their neglect of
sanitary measures and loath-
some mode of living"”, This Law.
the opinion of Milner in 1903
that “‘the Indians are strangers
forcing themselves upon a ‘com-
munity reluctant to receive
them'’ and the various provincial
nrdinances between 1903 and
1907 designed to limit Indian
antry into the pravince, culmins
ating in the first passive resist-
ince campaign and the Smuts-
Gandhi agreement of 1913 with
its complete ban on any further
Indian immigration into the
Transvaal—all these might be
cited as cvidence of European
wishes ta keep the Indians out.

Nominee Sale

On the other -hand, we have
the fact that the nominee sales
dy which Indians aecquired
nroperty in the Transvaal, in
spite of the law prohibiting it,
~equired a IEuropean seller and
1 Euronean nominee as well as
wn Indian buyer. It is all very
well to castigate the European
sellers and nominees as ‘‘short-
sighted”, ‘'selfish” or "merely
mercenary”. The fact remains
that many well known Boer and
British families all over the
Transvaal collaborated in these
transactions. ~ Certain Boers

province and their descen-

found Indian commerce and
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money-lending helpful in their
struggle against the wealthicr
and morc business-minded wif-
landcr; and our local Afrikaans
historian has admitted that
some of these people deliberately
encouraged the establishment of
Indinn fumg as trade rivals to
the British, (Rustenaburg
Herald, January 22, 1953). Fur-
ther, there is the undeniable
fact that under the Government
of the Republic trade licences
were made available to Indians.
In one of his purple passages at
Nylstroom Mr, Hicmstira sug-
gested that the outlook was dark
for the Indians today because
the sky was clouded with the
wings of chickens coming home
to roost. He even mentioned the

many people sinned-and that the
fowls in the air are a very mixed
breed, somc Indian, some Afri-
kancr and gome of British
descent ?

Fair Conclusion

Summing up this period of our
history, I"think it is a fair con-
clusion that, while there was
considerahle theoretical opposi-
tion to Indians among the Euro-
peans in general and particular
opposition from the European
commercial classes, there was
also  considerable  praclical
assistance given {o their entry
and establishment in the pro-
vince, My view is confirmed by
the very fitful and lax applica-
tion of Law 3 of 1885 and othier
discriminatory measures of this
period; as well as by the wide-
spread sales or lcase of land to
Indians  outside  segregated
arcas, cven where these were
aclually proclaimed, The area
marked ‘Asiatic Bazaar' on our
Rustenburg town plans is a case
in poinl. It was set aside for
Indians, but has never been in-
habited by them because they
were provided with other and
better sites by LEuropecans. The
Indians were no doubt ingenious
and persistent in their attempts
to enter and settle in the Trans-
vaal with its rich cconomic pos-
sibilities, but many Europcans
in various walks of life encour-
aged or condoned their efforts.
and others in official positions
were unconcerned to enforce the
existing regulations against
them. FEuropcans cannot escape
the responsidbility that by their
ucts of commission and omission
they brought the Indians into
this country and allowed a small
number fo settle in the Trans-
vaal, where their nominee hold-
ings and company rights have
long been fully legalised. The
Indians  may be “an  alier
clement in the population”, but
they are one which we intro-
duced into the country and at
whose entry into the Transvaul
many of us or our ancestors con-
nived. We cannot, therefore,
now deprive them arbitrarily of
long established rights without
very grave injustice.

Mostly Traders

As to their domination of our
economic life, we are dealing in

-
2
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which reached 15,000 just hefore
the war of 1809, At the censuses
of 1904 and 1911 the provincial
Indian population was just over
11,000 (or less than one-
thirtieth of the European popu-
lation). Today it is nearly
49,000 (or less than one twenty-
fifth of the European popula-
tion). The Indians who came to
the Transvaal and the Cape were
mostly traders and this accounts
for their heavy representation
in the trade of those provinces
in proportion to their numbers,
About 50 per cent. of the Trans-
vaal and Cape Indians belong to
families who run shops, com-
pared to only & per cent, in
Natal. Overall, about 15 per
cent. of our total Indian popula-

sing of their fathers. But is illtion belong (o  merchant
not plain to an impartial|families. It has been asked elge-
historian that the fathers ol |wlhere why Indians cannot work

with their hands, why they
claim a sort of divine right to
trade. The answer is, of course,
that they make no such claim.
The great majority of them in
Natal (and in India) do work
with their hands. But it so hap-
pens that entry into the Tran:-
vaal was closed when only a few
of _the better-to-do trading
element had been able to afford
the journey. Thus we are left
here with a middle class Indian
community whose only profit-
able outlets, owing to the con-
ventional economic colour har,
are in commerce or the profes-
stons, Ask any middle clans
Afrikaner or Britisher if he
would like his children to revert
to manual labour and sec if his
reply differs from that of the
Transvaal Indians,

A Myth

But when all this is said,
Indian commercial “dominance”
is still a myth. In the Unian,
Indians hold 10,513 shop (ien-
eral dealers and (reshi produce
dealers) licences as against the
Europeans’ 69,018—i.c. almonst
exactly in their population ratio
of one to seven, In Natal Indians
hold 4,092 licences againgt
Europeans’ 11,96%; in the Cape
1,696 against 24.961; in the
Transvaal 4,825 against 20,135, .
With all  rewpect o Mr,
Hiemstra, this is not the pattern
of ‘“commercial domination”.
Naturally, owing to tlic uneven
enforcement of the early seqre-
gatory legislation, including
later the Gold Law, our Trans-
vaal Indians are not exactly f
distributed throughout the pro-
vince in accordance with their
population density of 0.9 per
cent. But wherever there is a
group of Indians more numerous
and with more licences than
their provincial figures cntitle
them to, there must as a corol-
lary be other areas with 13
Indians and fewer licenecs.
Particular instances can, thoe -
fore, be very misleadinn, 1In
Nylstroom Indians hold 14
licences against 13 Enropean—
a condition which Mr, Hiemstra
rather extravagantly claimed as
“complete Asiatic domination of
the trade of<a White town'.
Here in Rustenburg at the 1951
census we had (according to the
preliminary  figures) = 7,232

the Transvaal with a community

Europeans, 617 Indians (in-
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244 | no less than by Indian buyers— [ Town Council's proposals, since]stra said: *1 am not here to go
there do exist a number of|these must be taken to repre-|through the hollow pretence of argu-
sent the official op}ni}g)n of the l’_ngf(hat l(}]lc ncwi] areas archcqual}!y‘
i overnment | between the Indian purchaser(European citizens of the munici-1fit for trade as the arcas where the
lIlr(l:gilac'::ss g()]:?lundigipacl: gnes and{and his European nominees,|pality expressed through a}lndians arc today and it certainly
run 2 other small businesses aimong whom Messrs. W. Glover, jmajority of their elected repre-|does not requirc long hours of
(tailoring and dress-making).|Friggens & Co., Parker, Wood|sentatives. Our grounds of {tedious cross-examination to estab-
Europeans hold 60 licences|& Co., H. S. L. Polak and Land- |opposition fall under two main lish this fact.” He did not exclude
besides running a number of{dros C, J. Brink were prominent. | heads—that the Council’s plans|the possibility—as I do not here;
other businesses, and the num-{I, therefore, assert that Indians)are unjust and extravagant, wﬂ:cl:c n(:g;cc;);;ncx}lnl}asobseerlnh:?‘m:t- R
er of European shops is in-|have effectively owned property s e e clw agnanimou an
lc)rcasing all {)he time,pIn view|in Rustenburg since late in the imT{-;gitc}i‘:r%ge Olfistlgg;s%ge t}:: Nylstroom—that a farily flourishing .
of the expanding econamy of the [1880’s, although most of our I 5’ ns in this town. Here is a trading community might in time be
district, there seems to be trade |present Indian Community or gx;o{?p of people who have been czt‘rjlb(:lsh‘c‘dl In thf ncwt:*xlrc‘at.[ but he
enough for everyone who man-)their ancestors arrived here legitimately settled in the town aoinc o be '3& :S (:zzce a‘:'c 13{: a;‘e,
ages his affairs with reasonable |between 1900 and 1918. It is, for many years, have acquired going : , ther going ,
rudence and no one could legiti- | further, common ground ovat] 1 and be substantial Josses and no one can
&ately protest that our com-{between us and Mr. Rex that prgg)elfty'egtlgéﬁi;]e?hggsir?:sseg deny it, But that is a result of the
s T3 ; " i . i m €, ct and it will have to R4
merce is ‘'Indian-dominated’. }i}::eensg]rsgn Iﬁ?lﬁgnbi];op . b\;a;sta whigh are an asset to people of 9‘ t P;Iicmslr;. th't:nvgave ngfq’}gus
I am sorry, Sir, to have taken|jgge™ T« we have aff Indian (3!l race groups but {(judgingpistorical account of the arrival of
so long over past history and] . o oo i wnich arrived here | trom their clientele) especially |the Indians in the Transvaal, .from
present facts. But neither is})yo's.nge slc,)me 70 years ago and|t? Buropeaus, and who have|yhich he deduced that they deserved
well understood by the public| opih atquired most of the pro-|lived here usefully and peace-l(o bear these losses, For reasoms
‘hich is t ften served Up| o g au Vg5 | fully. Tt is now proposed to up- |airead given T do not share either
which is too oft Plperty it owns today between 65 tready ) : e
special items divorced from|, a"ss ven g aeg root them and transplant them |pig interpretation of history or his
their context or opinions based |*" 4 e entirely to a new site on the|conclusion. I consider that we
more upon emotion than facts. 120 Families eastern outskirts of the town({Europeanshave (o face the fact that
It is not easy to counter this ._{beyond the railway line, a mile|(hc Indians are here as settled and
sort of thing without briefly| There are now 120 Indianfor more from the certre of the|legitimate citizens of our land and -
painting the full picture. But if |families numbering nearly 700]town—not because they wish it, | that they are, therefore, entitled 1o
. ever a country needed a sane|people—our original estimate of {not even because they have been |full compensation if removed com.
and factual approach to its| ‘about 800" was too high—{troublesome where they are, but pulsorily from where they live and
human relations, which we call{living in Rustenburg. The com-|solely because Europeans desire|work. Tt is the very negation of all
race relations, it is South Africa [mercial sites they occupy com-|to live in greater residential western ideals of civilisation and
today prise the whole or parts of 21{segregation and conceivably justice, which is an'essential ingredient
’ erven; their residences occupy!because some Europeans hope to|of any (particularly Christizn) civil-
the whole or parts of 27 erven.|rempve or damage trade rivals. isation, that onc race group shonld be
Rustenburg But some of the residences and|Even if full compensation is forcibly moved about because that is
Now I will address myself to|businesses are on the same|offered—and nothing in the Act{the wish of another race group, and .
the particular matter of the(erven, so that altogether 36| makes.it o_zgzz'gam;y o pay any|yet be made to bear the '* substnntial
Indians in Rustenburg. In our erven are involved, wholly or in|compensation—this would still|losses »’ which such a move entails;

chfding "15  Malays),
Coloureds and 6,210 Africans €
for a total of 14,303, Our|nominee agreements drawn up

proposal of October 26, 1953, we | part. I have endeavoured to cal-|be an unjust action. In making this submission, 1 have
said that some Indians haye(culate the value of Indian-owned assumed (since nothing has yet been
lived here since 1883 and owned |property. To do this I have Full Compensation Not (said to the contrary) that the Town,
property «since 1887. 'These]taken the 1952 municipal valua-| Intended Council means to allow Indians 10 °

dates have been challenged in|tion of the site and improve-| ' own frechold ‘property in the arcas
the local press by Mr. H. M. Rex.|ments. Then I have considered| But it seems very clear that full [to which it is proposed to remove
On some other occasion I would the position of each site indivi- | compensation is not intended—that | them. If that is not so, all that I
be glad to discuss this historical|dually (i.e. whether it is in a]is, the compensation which an im- | have said and stll have to say about
question further with Mr. Rex.}central, much sought after|partial tribunal woudl allot for com- | the actual figure required for com-
He concedes that all the early|locality or further out of the pulsory removal from fiome and|pensation applies with immesurably
Rustenburg documents in the|business centre of the town) and (cstablished business sites, for any (added force.  Finally on this paint,
office of the lL.anddros were Jost | the extent to which known sales|loss that may occur owing to com-| Mr. Hiemstra suggests that Indians
or destroyed through causes un-|of comparable property have |pulsory sale of property within a|might establish flourishing trade in
known. He has also quoted|exceeded the municipal valua-|fixed time limit, for loss of school[the new areas * in time ™. Yes, but
(Rustenburg Herald, December [tion. Hence I have arrived at a {and mosque and, perhaps most of | who is going to compensate them
11, 1953) a protest by European rough estimate of the present)all, for loss of business profits in o ffor the  time " during which they
citizens dated December 12,|market valuation of the proper- much less favourable commercial|are rebuilding their goodwill and
1885, against the lease of a|ties—that is, the price that locality. I do not need to remind |clientele—the expense that moving
house by ex-Landdros P. J. van|might be agreed upon between a{you, Sit, that thc coutts are exclu-| from ane site to another incvitably
Staden to Indian traders and a(willing buyer and a willingded by the Act from functioning as]involves and the time that it tnkes
statement by Landdros C. J.|seller in the open market. I|appeal tribunals in matters of com-|to get a business going again on
Brink dated February 23, 1887,[should make it clear that my|pensation. I do not see how evicted | new and less favourable site?

that “up to this tithe no Indians|figures are admittedly an|persons under the Act can reasonably :
are establighed here”. But since | estimate, varying in a few cases|be-assured that the adequafe com- .
he admits that Indians did frc;m as mui:h n§010952 municipal | pensation ** offered by exccutive au- Further Point
establish themselves perman-|valuation plus per cent, to|thoritics, of which there has hecn . i

ently in Rustenburg either injas low as 1952 municipal valua- | mention inregard to the Western Weo,:gv{;u:,l:ct{, %ﬁge;:tlugf::lts’[zerf?;g
1887 or 1888, the difference|tion plus 20 or 30 per cent. The|Areas expropriation scheme, will any- Council's proposals, It was su
between him and us is not of|average figure is 1952 municipal | where near approaimate to the ** fulf gested by an nnonyrr.lous co;ress ﬁ:
much importance in the present|valuation plus 85 per cent. I{compensation ’ which might be claim- dent in the local paper Rus Mn‘zgr
inquiry. I think Mr. Rex wouldmust also explain that I haveled in an impartisl court of law. The! teratd Docember 18, 1953) that we
agree with us that Indians first}used exactly the same procedure |scale of compenastion laid down in 37 signatories * oppo'sc the removal
came to Rustenburg some time)and standards when attempting | the Rescttlement of Natives Act—viz., | of g0 highly unsatisfactory condi-
between 1883 and 1885 and first [Lo estimate the market value of | purchasce price plus 6 per cent per|tions at the fower (nor‘lh)c:?(,i of the -
settled here some time between(European-owned properties in-|anmum—would giver our Rustenburg town.” Notling could be further
1885 and 1888, Mr. Rex is, ofjvolved in the various Indian|Indians only about half the true mar-| from” e quth: Wo desiors the
course, correct in claiming that|Group Area proposals. ket valuce of their properties.  And the pegging laws which restric‘: Indian:
no Indians were registered According to my calculations, more recent suggestion that a public to the houses and land they occu-
owners of property until 1D13.{/,diuns  oon property worth corporation may be created to buy picd in 1939, These laws not onl
The Law prohibited their owner- nearly £269,000 in Rustenburg up propertics of those displaced under | regyly in 4 most unhealthy degree o)r/‘
ship being lcgally registered.|;, addition'thcy ront propcrtv} the Act in order to aveid “* undue overcrowding, they make it in%possi-
But they did, in fact, begin o[ oreh £109,000 from European loss ™' is no morc reassuting (o pro-fhle 1o enforee health and sanitary
acquire property through Buro-lowners and themselves lease | PECUYE victims, unless it s stated | by 1aws or anti-slum legrstation until
pean — nominees —some Ume |, onerty 1worth £8,000 to Euro.| "0 has the power to decide what|a) area for Indian expansion is pro-
between 1835 and 1887.|7c0n tonants. ' constitutes *‘ undue loss ™. vided. If this inquiry providcspfor
Alt;lou;,;:l, nat_u:‘nléﬂ. d‘gletxrgxe?:lt.g Nilndccd, unless Mr. F{i,gmsqu's such an arca, we and the Indians will
no legally register C ] stroom speech is o date— | w i i

to pxgovc these contraventions Grounds o_f Opposition anyd 1 have rrl’ol :‘cen ilu;nfgliclyere- ncei,tch(::,l??u;t{'no?l::lco'xlnors:icc?lsly‘s(:n;‘if
of the 'thon existing law-—con-| Beforc coming to. our own |nounced—there is no intention at{ble to tackle the bad conditions by
traventions, it must be s}ressed. proposals for an Indian Group [all of coming anywhere near * full uprooting the whole community
which required collusion by Area, I must explain the several compensation "', You will no doubt [lock, stock and barrel, the good
European sellery nnd nominees groynlds on which we oppose the | recall that at Nylstroom Mr, lliecm-) houses with the bad, shaps and:
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slums together.  Our own proposal
suggests a much simpler and fuirer
method of approach.

But before coming to that, we
must cxamine the financial impli-
cations of the Council's proposals,
bearing in mind that Rustenburg’s
income from rates is about £44,000
p-a. out of a total budget of about
£200,000 (much of which comprises
non-profitable services like electricity
water, sapitation, etc.). The Coun-
cil originally put forward two possi-
ble sites for an Indian Group Arca—
bath on the castern outskirts beyond
the railway, one to the north of the
spruit, the other to the south. The
former is known as Scheme B2, the
latter as Scheme D. Both sites have
electricity and water laid on to them,
though not, of course, to the indi-
vidval vacant plots.

Scheme B2 And D

Scheme B2, which has been mark-
¢d by your Board on the advertised
map, comprises 64 demarcated erven
on which there stand 36 houses in-
habited by Europeans.  Also inclu-
ded is an unspecified arca of un-
demarcated Town land which is bare
veld, As this arca s far from the
centre of the town, | have based my
estimates on 1952 municipal valu-
ation plus 10 per cent. 1T calculate
that the market value of the 36
houses and their sites is £25,000 and
ol the vacant sites £5,000, giving a
total of £30,000 to which must be
added something for the undemar-
cated Town land. / )

Scheme D, which has apparently
not found favour with your Board,
comprises 180 erven on which there
are 152 houses occupicd, by Euvro-
peans. As this site is a hitle nearer
in than Scheme B2, | worked on 1952
municipal valuation plus IS per cent.
I estimate that the market value of
the 152 houses and their sites s
£200,000 and of the vacant plots
£10,000, giving a total of £210,000.

Now, obviously there is a good
deal of difference between these two
sites. If, as now seems probable,
the Council and your Board decide
to proceed with Scheme B2, the
disparity between what the [ndians
have (property worth about £270,000
and what they are to get (property
warth a little over £30,000, ifthe
value of the Town land is included)
is so great that '! hardly nced to
emphasise the ecnormous amount
of compensation that would be
required. It may be argued that the
Indians will be aliowed to sell their
present property and then re-invest
the sum realised in the new sile.  But
{ do not think it requires much
thought to establish the improba-
biity of Indians being able to re-
cover the true value of their property
when they Have to sell within a fixed
time limit or the lfetime of one
generation.  Naturally values  will
depreciate and they will have to
accept what they can get in a very
adverse market. Mr. Hiemstra right-
ly said that * there are going to be
substantial losses .  And the In-
dians will have to construct ncw
houses and shops on a virtually
barren area al prices far in excess of
.those prevailing when they built or
bought their present premises.. Exact.
ly what loss will be incurred cane
not be foretold and there are, o-
course, the European owners of thf
new site to be compensated also.

But I do not doubt that fair and just
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for this Scheme will cost the Council
one or two hundred-thousond pounds.
Perhaps someene better versed than
me in the inticacies of numicipal
finnnee will translate these sort of
figures into a percentage increase in
the rate: and then tell the ratepayers
not only that they must pay this fan-
tastic sum for the ccnvenience of re-
moving the Indians, bat also forego
indefinitely the very many ather im-
proved amenitics in our town which
such a huge anonnt of money would
buy.  And I stress that this consider-
ation applics merely to cxchanging
the Indian's present site for site B2.
[t excludes questions of compensa-
tion for loss of time and trading
profits which 1 will discuss later.
Thus, cven if a public corporation
is created to bear the property losses
that are going to occur as a result of
compulsory evictions under the Act,
the Town Counci] will still be left
with heavy liabilitics under th other
heads of compensation.
course, the losses borne by the
corporation will eventuaily fall upon
cach of us individually as tax payers.,
You do not conjure wway those losses
by crcating a body to pay them,
though you may spread or disguise
their impact.

i

Scheme D is, on the face of it,
much more nearly a fair exchange.
But since it is not now advertised
for comment and objection, | need
not deal with it. There are sub-
stantial objections to it too.

Three Other Grounds

In addition, there are three other
grounds of compensation which will
have to be met by the Council—not,
as at present conceived, by the public
corporation—whichever of its
Schemes is adopted. I have assum-
cd—and [ think it is the Council’s
intention—that, whichever area is
chosen for the Indians, they will be
allowed freely to exercise their exist-
ing trade licences there. 1If, as in
some other towns, there is any inten-
tion of curtailing the number of these
licences or of restricting by race
groups or otherwise the {ype of cus-
tomer who may deal with Indians in
their new Group Arca, this would
constitute an additional ground for
compensation, which we need only
consider if and when the Council
announces any such intention. But,
even assuming that all licences will
remain valid for open trade, the
Indians will suffer loss under the
Council's schemes on two accounts,
First, a period—surely not less than
six months—during which the actual
move of any one shop is taking
place from site to site. During this
ttme virtually no business will be
possible and a claim aiises for loss
of profits, or for the locking up of
capital {in those cases where it is
available) in building and equipping
a new shop while the old one carries
on. Etther way, Indians will suffer
heavily during this transition period.
1 do not suppose the Council shares
the widespread European illusion
that every Indian trader 1s wealthy.
A few are; most are men of very
ordinary or small means, who have
few capital resources outside their
stock. Taking an average over the
three years 1951-3 from the taxable
gross trading profits, I have caleulated
that the Indian commercial profit in
Rustenburg is not less than £90,000
per ycar. The claim for 6 months®
fransition or total stoppage of profits

compensation—full compensation—

Al

will, therefore, he £45,000.

And, of
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Indisputable Fact

Secondly, there is the indisputable
fuct that, whicheser of the Coundil's
two sttes is cliosen, there must be an

[ .

annual toss of trading profits owing
to the new arca being less central and
accessible to customers of all race
groups. 1 wish carefully to limit the
claim here to probabilities. 1 do not
say that the Indians will get no trade
in the new area,  They will get some,
but less than at present.  After the
nitial six months’ transition during
which little or no business will be
possible, trade will siowly resume and
eventually rise to & maximum figure
whizh will incvitably be lower than
the profits made in the present area,
As your Board is apparently con-
sidering the least advantageous of
the Town Council’s two suggested
sites, T do not sce how the claim for
loss of trade profits can reasonably
be less than 50 per cent for the first
three years and 33 § per cent there-
after—that is to say, £45,600 for cach
of the first three years and £30,000
for cvery year thereafter.  These
figures (perhaps correlated to some
volume of trade index to allow for
increase in good years and decrease
in bad years) have to be added to
the very burdens of compensation
which the ratepayers or taxpayers
have already been asked to shoulder
under the other heads and, unlike
the other payments which are once
and for all, these are a continuing
burden, though I presume there is
a recognised acturrial procedure for
funding them, if either party pre-
ferred that,

Thirdly and lastly before coming
to our own proposals, there is the
question of the £109,000 worth of
property at present rented by Indians
from Europeans, less the £8,000
worth leased by the former to Euro-
peans—say, & net total of £100,000
of praperty. This property will not
bé available for tire at €ither of
the new sites, nor can many of the
present Indian tenants afford to build
premises of their own on thc new
sites. Precisely how the loss of these
lease amenities now long enjoyed
can be financially compensated or a
substitute provided in the new areas
eludes me as a fayman. But, in
drawing attention to legitimate claim
for loss of enjoyed rights, T have the
published support of Advocate Os-
wald Pirow.

Unjust And Extravagant

I hope that 1 hove conclusively
demonstirated thot the proposals put
forward by the Town Council are
both unjust and extremely extrava-
gant. 1 doubt if they will reccive
much public support when their full
financial implications are under-
stood. Of course, the relative ratios
of injustice and extravagance will
vary according to the amount of com-
pensation that is envisaped. Even if
compensation is to be paid on the
scale that might be calculated by
some impartial tribunal, any scheme
of mass removal must remain some-
what unjust to the persons who are
to be forcibly uprooted. The essen-
tial needs of society as a whole can
sometimes be.shown to justify over-
riding individual rights upon pay-
ment as of full compensation as
money can provide. The first task
of your Board, Sir, is to assess whe-
ther and to what extent that over-
riding jusufication can be invoked in
this case.  Bul, if you find in favour
of nvoking it, the project will be
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tion as the Council (with the possible
assistance of a public cerporation)
aceepts or rejects the chin for full
compensation to the victims. ‘The
Council and the ratepayer (or the
Corporation and the (axpayer) could,
no doubt, afford a completely unjust
schemte where no compensation was
offered at all, as is legally possible
under the Act,  But it is my conten-
tion that neigher the Council nor the
ratepayers (nor, indeed, the corpor-
afion and the taxpayers)ean afford
a reasonably just setilement on the
Jines proposed.

Main Objective

We, therefore, set ourselves to look
for a scheme which would secure
the main objective of the Act—
residential segregation—at a  cost
which this town can afford and in a
reasonably fair and just manner.
We started from the presumption,
which all the facts support, that it is
not possible and, indecd, is not nec-
essiary—to secure the same degree of
phiystcal separation as the Council
proposes, il the cost is to be within
our means.  We have, therefore, to
find a compromise between total
geographical segregation, justice and
expense.  We suggested that this can
best be achieved by confining the
Indians substantially to the area they
now occupy and allowing them to -
expand from there northwards over
land at present uninhabited. The
Group area we proposed in our docu-
ment of October 26, 1953, is bounded
on the north by the spruit, on the ecast
by Van Zyl, Smit and Plein Streets
(as far as erven No. 86 and 78, but
including the cast frontage of Plein
Street between erven 103 and 86), on
the South by Clhiurch Square, Pretorius
and Loop strects, and on the west by
van Stadenr Street and sufficient of
Malan Street to include the present
Indian Recreation Ground on the
Town lands. There are two outlying
areas on erven 968 and crven I, 2
and 61 which might be the subject
of further discussion,

Two Points

Before going on to the more
general considerations covermg this
propased area, [ must make two
points. We specially excluded from
this area the United Tobacco Com-
pany's Storerooms on crven 1043,
1044, 1049 and 1050. This is a
valuable business block. 1 can sece
no reason why the * frontier ' be-
tween the Europcan and Indian
Group Arcas should not be drawn
so as to exaclude this site.  The fact
that it abuts on Indian properties
on erven 1055 and- 1056, from which
it 1s separated only by barbed wire,
should present no insupcrable ob-
stacle, as this has long been the
position and business premises are
being used elsewhert as  ** bufler
strips . Secondly, a symetricully
minded person might conel ndefrom
the map that the Indian business
and residential  sites  situated  on
either uvide of Plen Streel between
erven 103 and 86 an the csat front-
age and 101 and 78 on the west
frontage (together with the three
blacks of Indian occupied buildings
behind the west frontage) might
‘* conveniently ** be shifted nto an
Indian Group Area ending with
Smit Street asats southern boundary.
Iuis tempting to think thisa ** ridier
geographical solution. But I must
stress that the Indian properties to
the South of Smit Street are the most

rmore unjust or less unjust in propor-

valuable (because the most central)
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ones and they include both the
school and the mosque. Any pro-
posal to move them further north
along Plein Street would  invelve
claims for compensation under all
the enumerated heads lower, cer-
tainly, than for uprooting the entire
community as suggested by the Town
Council, but still very substantial.

Our scheme has one great advan-
tage over all others, It will not—
with one small exception which [
will discuss shortly—affect existing
properly values appreciably.  The
Indians have been where they are
for many years during which values
have adjusted themselves to their
propinquity. "1t may be argued, as
it was at Nylstroom, that the mere
passing of the Group Areas Act pre-
supposes a much more drastic separ-
ation of the races than 1s at present
obtained by pegging Icgislation,
whereas we are merely proposing
to stabilise the status quo. ‘This 1s
not quite correct. But such force
as the argument possesses niust
depend on particular cases. The
Act does not say that all Indians
must be moved anyway, though this
was recently Mr. Hiemstra's con-
tention at White River. Here in
Rustenburg we have our Indians
living in a quiet emotional atmos-
phere and a {airly compact geographi-
cal area which can, with a few small
adjustments, be quite conveniently
marked ofl from the European area.
Except for the U.T.C. block and 2
short frontage of shops on the east
side of Plein Street between Smit
and Kerk Streets, the area we_pro-
pose will be clearly demarcated with
roads and boundaries. Oncc the
Indian Group Area is proclaimed,
if that js thought necessary, any
European living or owning property
in this vicinity can move or scll out
at the value hus property has had
these last several years and be as-
sured that, whercver else he settles
in Rustenburg, no Indian can follow
him—the Group Arcas being inten-
ded as permanent (or the foresceable
future whereas pegging legislation
is merely a stoppage. In view of the
long association of these ncarby
LEuropean properties with resident
Indians and their central position
close to the shopping centre and
main roads, these European proper-
ties are unlikely to suffer in value by
the mere proclamatton of an Indian
Group Ares where we prapose.

. European Owned
Properties

There arc, however, European
owned properties inside the area we
propose.  The built-on sites together
with their butldings we estimate as
worth £343,000, of which £109,000
is leased to und occupted by Induans.
This lkeaves £134.000 worth of proper-
ty {(both commuercial and residential)
owned and occupied by Europeans.,
Aswestated in our original proposal,
The Indians liave no wish Lo see these
Luropean owners or occupiers dis-
placed. By all means, let them stay
where they are under permit from
the Minister, who might conyider
teeating the outlying 1ndidn-occu-
pied arcas in the same way. Since
these permits will be in the gilt of
Luropean Minnter, the Europedan
occupants need not fear for their
tenure, They can considzr & no
less secure than at present.  If they
ever wish to sell out to Indians, they
will be under no time hout or com-
puihton and cun, therefore, aflord
to vait tll a fair market prce 1s
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offered. In this central locality they
would not have long to wait.

But the position of the European
owners of 16 vacant erven (marhed
green on our shketch map) which,
together with the Town land beyond
and up to the spruit, we proposcd
to include in our {ndian Group Area
to allow for expansion, is rather
different. The owners have at present
a free market for these sites. Afier
the proclumation of the Group Area,
they would not have this and, as
these vacant sites are mastly further
out of town than the European
occupied premises, their value may
well slump. So we have proposed
that these vacant erven should be
acquired by the Indians, or the Coun-
cil on behalf of the Indians, at their
full, free market value. Therr muni-
cipal valuation 1952 ts £6,405. |
estimate their market valuc to be
about £14,000, Possibly the Council
will think [ have slightly over-valued
these plots and their owners may
think 1 have undecr-valued them.
Any shght difference of optnion can-
not be beyond possibility of amicable
settlement on a basis acceplable to
all.  The Indian community has fur-
ther offered (without in any way com-
mitting itself to be principle of Group
Areas) that, if it will facilitate the
purchase and transfer of these vacant
sites, it will mahe the Council an
interest-frce loan to buy ont their
present owncrs, 'provided that the
land is included in the Indian Group
Arca (if onc is proclaimed) andjcr
made available for the cxpansion f
Indian residence.

If these vacant plots and the
Town land to their north were made
available to the Indians, the Indian
community could then itself under-
take the cleaning of the overcrowded
slum conditions which now prevail
in too many Indian houses. Euro-
peans living ncar the Indians some-
times complain of the naise aad
crowding. Few of them realise that
Indians cannot Iawfully occupy Jand
or houses non-Europeans did no!
occupy on April 30, 1939, and In-
dians may not occupy houses they
did not lawfully occupy on March
15, 1946, 1t is not by their own
wish that the Indian hiousing position
has been virtually static for the last
15 years while children have grown
up, married and produced clildren
of their own.  Oncc land is aveilable
for expansian, as we suggest—and
the area we propose will mest present
needs and natural increase for Ihe
foresceable  future—this insanitary
oavercrowding can be climinated at
no cost to the Europeun ratepayer,
health and antisslum legislation can
be enforced, and our [ndian com-
munity can adopt western living
standurds, as they themselves wishi,

Thus, assuming that we must have
Group Areas in Rustenburg at al) in
syute of aur long and proud history of
weeial barmony, there are the altep-
mitives  of the  Town  Council's
Scheme whieh will inevitably nflict
e hardshiup and privation on the
mapy Indins and Curopeans o be
displaced and will be wmoee unjust
or less unjust according as it meets
the bilt Tor fair aad tall compan-
sationy  or our schemes which ad-
mittedly will secore less complete—
though, we think, adequate—peo-
graphical segregation, but swhich will
be mych more nearly just to bath
Europeans and Indians and will ¢nst
the Luropean ratepayer nathing wnd
the Indians only what they will
wilhingly pay to scciire vacamt land
for expansion. .

OPINION

White Man On Trial

Mr. Hiemstra said at Nylstroom
that it almost appeared as il the
Whitg man was on trial for wanting
lo achicve the separation of race
groups. Well, Sir, of course he is.
In this country of many races, the
European has exclusive control of
political power. Therefore, he is
responsible for the deeds of the
Gaovernmént of this country as (with
trifing exceptions) no other race
group yet is, Furthermore, in the
present case, the European, and the
European alone, has effectively ex-
pressed a desire on a pational scale
for residential segregation and he
alone is to enforce this policy as
judge and exccutor in his own cause.
Naturally and incvitably he is on
trial.  He will be judged both in this
country and beyond it—as he will also
one day be called to accaunt before
an altogether higher court—by the
way in which he implements Dr,
Donges® pacliamentary pledge that
the application af the Group Arcas
Act would give ¢ justice and fair-
play *’ te all race groups; and in
particular, he will be judged by his
treatment under the Act of the un
enfranchised non-Whites who are his
wards.

I1th Febrvary, 1955

And we Europeans cannot rig that
verdict in advancce by some specious
definition of the words * just” and
“faic”, The world Knows, as we
know in our hearts and consciences,
that what is just and fair in this con-
text is that any person, who is com-
pulsortly moved in the pursuit of
any social purpose whatsoever, shall
be as nearly compensated for. his
property as if he were a willing seller
m an open market of willing buyers
and shall be fully paid out for stop-
page of his legitimate work and for
loss of profits or other amenitics in
the area to which he is moved. The
European’s whole intention in regard
to scgregation and apartheid is on
trial over this question of Group Areas.
We still have time to prove that we
mean what the civilised wor)d means
when we talk of fairness and justice.
Therefore, we 37 signatories appenl
to the citizens and_Town Council of
Rustenburg to set our country an
example of laird ealing in this matter.
We hope that your Board’s final
recommendation  to the * Minister
willbe one of which we can all be
proud,

Yours faithfully,
C. W. M. ¢eLr,

HE Rev Stuart Jackmoan, min-

ister of the Pretoria Congre-
pationalist Church, is the author
of an unusual morality play which .
recently caused same stic in a
London church, This little book,
whose title is taken from the 90th
Psalm, contains the text of five
sermons on South Africa.

Mr. Jackman’s disgnosis of our
sick civilisation is stark and re-
morseless.  Western civilisation
itself is mortally ill because it
Iacks a unifying spiritual prin-
ciple. Christianity has become
a religion of words, not action, .
In one passage Mr, Jackson
accuses religious liberalism of
being ‘‘the germ of our sickness
unto death,” But the rest of kig
analysis is conctrned with the
failings of political and soeial
policies, so that the charge is nat
pressed. Perbaps it was a pity
to make it without qualification,
for the doctrinal rigidity and con-
servatism of some of the Christian
Churches are not without a share
of the blame which Mr. Jackman
otherwise apportions so impar-
tially and the record of his own
Chuech is better than most in
this respect.

Sick as western civilisation s,
we in South Africa are in a far
more desperate plight’ stil. For
here we have imported merely
the ¢cchnical and mechanical
aspecls of western civilisation,
stripped of such redeeming cul-
tural, moral and spiritual features

as European society in some sort

- THE NUMBER DAYS

By Stuart B. fackman (SCM Press), 9/6 | .
(C. W. M. GELL)

retains, in order to build 3
material paradise for a smnall pri-
vileged minority of our popula.
tion. Mr. Jackman is coavinced
that our “civilisation" is doomed
—s0 canvinced that he. defines
aur problem nat as how to pre-
serve that civilisation; but how to
easure that the eternal Christian
truths are handed on«to the new
civilisation that will succeed ours,
not lost in the calamity which is
beingiag upon us those very evils
we are mo3t consciously trying to
avoid.

For ‘the species of Fascism
which is called Nationalism,"*
v being built on mutual mistrust
and suspicicn, on the community
of anxiety and fear, denies the
Fatherhood of God and the
Bratherhood of man “in ordes
that a minortity group may coa-
tinue for a little while to enjoy
the luxuries they have come to
call their ripht.""  Afrikaner Na-
tionalism is not the cause but the
product of our spiritual and
ethical failure, “‘the beginning not
of a new age but the end of an
age so carrupt and decadent that
it can no longer suevive.” Ig
this last stage of a declining cul-
ture, the cult of naked power,
albeit \using the language of demo-
cracy and claimiog Christian sanc.
tions, leads inexo}ably to the
totalitarian palice state, Accept-
v ing the fact of the liberal failure
10 create a multi-racial society,
Nationalism rejoices that this i
t.he Will of God, that the pattern
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ol human progress is based on the
predestined and justifiable domi-
nation of the white man.

Mr, Jackman's indictment—
and this is the strength and truth
of it—is not merely against Na-
tionalist politicians, though their
is a grievous guilt. It is agaiast
all of us so called Europeans in
South Africa, ‘“Every member
of the community must acknow-
Iedge his or her share in the reck-
less and defiant living which has
made it possible for such a power

o take office, possible and indeed_

inevitable.” We have lived for
the day and material wealth, We
have acquiesced in something
very close to intellectual and
cconomic serfdom for our non-
white fellow-citizens. We have
igaored or been careless of, our
social obligations and the moral
challenge of our nominal spiritual
allegiance  The overwhielming
majority of us have consented in
our hearts to apartheid as a
plauisble theory reconciling con-
science and comfort. The Na-
tionalists have only taken to their
logical and untenable conclusion
policies that were already begun
and are strictly tacitly accepted
by the Ubnited Parly (“the oppo-
sition as it is whimsically cailed.”)
The ’ Christian Churches have
failed to praclise as aliving reality
the inter-racial’ community of
peoples which they preach  One
even preaches and practises, a
stern Old Testament morality.
““It has accepted
difference beiween black and
white, and is not interested in
changing it. It believes in the
spiritual and technical superiority
of the European, and regards it
s the gift of God '

Mr Jackman foresees the end
of organised Christianity in South
Africa, In order to preserve the
existing otrder of force, the State
must inevitably take ever in-
creasing authority over all spheres
of life. “It is bound, before it
ctashes, to usurp all ather authos-
ity based on the human mind and
heart,”” and this includes the
authority of the Churches, IMr.
Jackman's manuscript was written
late tn 1953, though the book is
only just published His pro-
phecy now appears well on the
way to fulfilment, He also noted,
then, how even professed oppon-
ents . 6f the Government were
learning  the tricks of appease-
ment, how to adapt their lives to
the pattern tbat is being imposed.
This tendency bas gone so much
further these last twelve months
¢hat one might echo the words of
an American liberal writing about
his own country: “Radizalism has
made its peace with coaformity,
while still maintaining some of
the postures of dissent.’’

the essential”
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Mr Jackman's is powerfu! in-
dictment of contemporary South
Africa, Yet it would be doing
bim a grave injustice ta leave the
impression that his criticisms are
merely destructive and his thesis
mece condemnation. Hz does see
hope, He does have faith—
though not necessarily the hope
and faith that most of us would
like to hear about. But it is nat
possible in a review adequately to
summarise his main contention,
Anyone who reads 1tbis book,
svhether he exactly agrees with

INDIA

HE resolution on the catablish-

ment of n Welfare State and
a socinlist ecopomy is expecled (o
paes with an overwhelming wajor-
ity, The capitalists in the country
ecem to huve reconciled themseives
to this vitw, They scem to Dbe
satisfied with the reservation of
certain industries for the privato
ficclor,

The cstablishment of the *cocial.
istic paltern of rocicty” docs mnot
mean that the Gorvernment will
nationalise and purchase the exisb.
iog indas'rica lLeld by private in.
terest, as was done by the Sooialiet
Governmnent in United Kipgdom
The first and foremost eim of (le
Congrees to increase the production
and employment to eohance tie
sinndard of liviog of the masaes.
The Government of India does not
want to fritter away ita slcuder
reeolfrees on parchasing the existing
indostries, In whatever field tlLe
private invesfore do not come out
with the necessary capital, the Gov-
cronent will step in and etatt iu.
dustries

‘Hurijan’ han editorialy criticizcd
tho ‘chapge of aim and object of
Copgress from Lke *‘establisliment
of Co opcrative Commonweslth' to
“‘Sociahiet Socicty,” The Lditor of
‘Herijen' Shrec  Maganbhai P,
Deeai writez: “If the suggestiou to
chaoge the aim ol the Caongress is
accepted, it would be a grave mis-
take on the part of the Congrese.
The change would mesn delimitiog
Lthe wider and more comprehr.nmn,
idcal of world peace and Co opera
tive Commonwcalth and resorti: i
to a narrow aod ambiguous creced.
This miglt also lead to sn nn
desirable sitnation of eome import
ant proups like the conmstructive
workers getting oot of the greut
orgauisation to which they &till lock
upen for their political leaderabip,
Or, it would laud a3 into’a fiunjtleesn
attcmpt of interpreting the ncw
teem Socialism ag equal to and
meaning Barvadaya, All admit that
we in India heve and desire to go
differently from West. \We should
better therefore have our own un
ambignons, term for it und tle
‘Sarvodayn’ i8 the fittest Lere'

OPINION

the author’s apalysis and beliefs
ar not, will be impressed by a
tremendous sincerity, an apocalp-
tic vision and a real sense of

holiness which are not common -

virtues in these uninspired days.
Mr. Jackman kuows that the
essential and abiding Christian,
truih, as witnessed by the Cross,
is the redemptive possibility of
creative suffering  Sooner rather
than later, w: in South Africa
will have ta learn that truth in
our owa lives

LETTER

The Government of India is
aclivily considering the questicn of
prohibiting the entry of foreign
ships cutrying arms iuto the thrcc
mile territorinl waters of India In
order to make thie ban legal, the
Goveroment will bave to invoke a
TGeyeareold law which prohibited
such catry, This prohibition will
particularly affect the Poitugucse
settlement of Din and Daman, ay
the Portuguese ships can not enter
inty theee two eelllemente without

infringing the Iodian territorinl
wvntere,
L L -
The Congress President; Shies

U. N. Dhebar, who travelled in a

&

third class compartment from Bom-

tay o MAladizs, was reccived by

thousands of people ab Madras
station, He was taker in a spea-

tacnlar ‘procession throvgh the main

streets of Madras. °

A motor cycle ecquad of Coangrees
Sevaks headed the presidential pro-
ceksion. Then come caparitoned
elephapnts and a party of Soath
Indis’s famona pipers.  Smartly
dreesed  Congress Sevikas added
colont to the sceme, Standing in
an open car, which took him from
the Central Railway Station, Bbreo
Dhebar greeted the crowde with
folded hands, Mouated police kept
back surging crowde, but minor
stampedes were unnvoidable,

Shrec Dhebar aftersvards proe
cceded to Avadi ta attend tho pree
Jiminary mecatings in connection
with the geasion,

BOOKS FOR SALE

Satyagraha In 8.A,
—By M. K. Gandhi 15/~

A Gandbi Antholopy
—By V. G. Degai 9d

Bapoo’s Lictlors To Asliram Sisters
—By Knka Kalelkar 2/6

The Wit And Wisdom Of Gandhi
—By Homer A, Jack 22/«

Obtainable from:
‘INDIAN OPINION,’
P/Bag, Phoenix, Natal,

BAPU—DMarry I'. Barr

FAMOUS PARSIS

GANDHI—Gopinath Dhewan

BOOKS FOR SALE

GARDUIANA—D. G, Deshpande—(A Bibliography of
Gandhian Literature)

PILGRIMAGE FOI PEACE—Pyarclal

TO STUDENTS—M. K. Gandhi

GANDUIAN ETHICS—Denoy Gopal Kay

COMMUNAL UNITY—M. K, Qandhi

SEVEN MONTHS WITII GANDIII—Kriznacas
STORY OF THE BIBLE—S. K. George

A RIGHTEOUS STRUGGI.E—Mahadev Deeai
THE POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY OF MAIIATMA

GANDHLJI AS WE KNOW HIM—Intimate nnd -

5 0
12 6
s 0
2 0
£ 0
25 0
7 6
12 6
6 0

2 s

[ U

17 '

delightful incidents by varions writers 9 0 i
NON.VIOLENOE IN PEACE AND WAR I
Vol. L—M. K. Gandhi 15 ol

NON-VIOLENCE IN PEACE AND WAR (
" Vol, 11-—M, K, Gandhi 14 n 3

THE STORY Of BARDOLI—Mahsdey Degai T
FROM YERAVDA MANDIR—M. K. Gandhi 1 of’
MAIIADEV DESAI'S EARLY LIFE !
—DBy Nearahari D, Parikh - 2 6|

DEHUMANIZATION IN MODERN SOCIETY I
. —Rene Fulop-Miller 1 0 £
@btainablo from : ’

“INDIAN OPINION,” 1

P. Bag. Phoenix, Natal. o
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REPLY TO LIBERAL CRITICISMS (2)

By JORDAN K. NGUBANE

REALISE it is difficult for the

White Liberal not instinctively
to think first of the power in the
hands of the White voter. But
there has, in recent years, been 3
fundamental shift in the balance
of political forges in this country.
While the Whiteman legally still
retaing the initiative to influence
the pace at which political pro-

- » ]

gress is made he has, since the
resistance movement, lost to the
African the initiative to chaoge
the direction of that progress.
While very many Liberals appear
to accept this accomplished fact
they seem to find difficulty in
translating their acceptance into
workable policies.

I have said in several articles
fn the Press that the only way out
of this impasse i3 via the perspec-
tive of priorities. The Liberals
have to decide on who to win to
theit side first—the African mass-
es or the White voters. To me
it is clear that winning the con-
fidence of the African (by ad-
vocating equality with no quali-
fications) is Priority Number Oge,
if to coavince the sacred White
voter that Liberalism alone can
ctome to terms with what most
White people believe to be the
African juggernaut.

You certainly will not win the
confidence of the African if you
start by settiog up barriers be-
forc ap;roachiog bim and before
coming to terms with him on the
basis of equality. It all leads to
a vicifous ciccle.  If you can’t win
over the African you have no
hope of getting anywhere aear
the White voter, for whom White
nationalism has dooe so much,
‘The White voter will sooner trust
Strydom to see him through
everything than Margaret Ballin-
gers Aaud, io any case, it seems

very untealistic to estrange the,

African (who has enabled Liberal-

-ism to have its first Members of
Parliament) o efforts to woo a
White voter who flatly rejects
Liberalism because, among other
things, he believes it is impotent |
From this angle the African holds
the key into the very future of
the Liberal Party. To say this
gives him a position which should
be of special importance to the
Liberals is not to be coosciously
Afcican; it is merely to be realis-
tic.

But these is a second and very
real dapger in the recommenda-
tions Already progeessive White
opinion is divided. The Con-
gress of Democrats has come out
with 2 franchise policy which is

acceptable to the African National
Congress. This has made it pos-
sible for a pumber of Europeans
known to me and who have no
sympathies with communlsm to
join the COD. For my part I do
oot hike the Congress of Demo-
crats, I do pot say it is in any
way communistic. But it has
within it weaknesses which might
one day make it a front serving
the ends of the Moscow-men,
Before it proves to me that it hag
shed these weaknesses, I shall
prefer to walk warily.

On the other band the Liberals,
because of-their composition and
the quality of their ideals, are, in
my opinion, not likely in the
immediate future to be suscep-
tible to left-wing pressures, Their
indirect refusal to come out with_
an unqualified equalitarian policy
is, to me, a distressing hankering
after the political fleshpots of a
colour-conscious aociety.  This
makes them suspect where they
should not be. They are suspect
even among the very Whites whom
they seek to placate with their
recommendations, If they werte
pot, the men and women I krow
would not be in the Congress of
Democrats, In short, Liberal
equivocation on the franchise
question is a sbortsighted policy
which defeats its own ends. In
saying this I am not expressing a
consciously African viewpoint, 1
merely draw attention to fatal
weaknesses in the policy of hesi-
tation on the franchise gquestion.

While the Liberals make up
their mind on a workable policy
of priorities they cannot reasone
ably expect the average African
or the White voter to take them
with the seriousness which they
deserve, But those of us who
see in Liberalism the only hope
for South Africa to-morrow can-
not foid aur hands and look on
While the Liberals make up their
mind, It is our duty tg exest
persuasive pressures on them in
the direction of making Liberal-
ism acceptable to the Aftican, 1
‘am thioking of the African hece
as a majority group, If we can
bridge the gulf between him aad
the Whiteman within the shortest
time possible (since time is not
much on our side) I presume M.
Hill will say that we shall have
done South Africa a service. My
way of sayiog the same thiag is to
state that we shall have raised the
African ta the level of pacity with
the other groups within the short-
est time possible. ‘To say this is
not to advocate dangerous short-

. or fall by that stand.

OPINION

cuts, On the contrary "an un-«
qualified Liberal franchise policy
as advocated by me is no short-
cut, It iavolves a lopg stay in
the political wilderness, away
from governmenta! office when
the Liberals are obviously im-
patient to g:t to Parliament
already! In this light it seems to
me Mr. Hill's side is not wholly
free the “‘sin” of preferring dan-
gerous shortcuts too,

Finally, Mr. Hill fears that we
on the African side do not tell
our masses, sufficiently enough,
that they should consciously and
explicitly reject sectional emotion-
alism. The ac'd test of 2 policy
is its effect oo those whose lives
if is designed to influence. 1f we
coatrast Mr, Hill's poor tribute
to African statesmanship bere
with the effects of tbe racial
policies advocated by our_ leaders
we shall find ourselves ia an in-
tecesting position.  If the African
leaders have oot done sufficiently
what Mr. Hill says they should
do why ig thete relatively so much
racial peace in thc face of so
much race provocation in this
country?

We are working towards the
goal of a united nation whose
many races shall be bound to-
gether by ideals cherished in

common; 3 nation whose peoples

shall have learnt to fall and rise
together; to weep and laugh to-
gether—in short, a nation where

we shall all be conscious, not of .

our colour or rice or cultural
background but of the things
that shall bind us together as
South Africans and as members
of the larger buman family,
Those, like Mr. Hill, who are
going in this direction complicate
our mutual task and delay our
march when they come forward
with qualifications where ideals
should be stated clearly, courage-
ously and without trying to curey
favour with people wha will not
be impressed by blurred ideals.
If it must be equality, let it be
that clearly. Strydom says plain.
ly and quite unmistakeably that
it must be White baasskap.  Let
us, who reject his ideal, all take
an unmistakeably clear stand on
equality and be prepared to rise
When that
is dode nobody and least of all
M. Hill, will have reason to feel
that the African is cuitivatiog a
consciously African outlook on
questions of the day.

Al politlical comments in this [ssue
except where otherwise indicated by

Manilal Gandhi of Phocnix Seltlement,
Phoenix, Natal, N
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Chana Dhall ” £9711/8
Toowar Dhall " 10/0/0
Masoor Dhall o 9/3/4
White Rice * 7110/0_
Whole Chana " 6/-f-
Whole Toowar Mo 4/-f-
Whole Masoor " 6/10,0
Delhi type Rice * 9/3/4
Patna Type Rice " 8/6/8

TERMS CASH WITH ORDER.
IMMEDIATE DELIVERY.

UNITED MILLING

INDUSTRIES COY.
19,21 Commissioner Street,
Johannesburg,

HINDU DHARMA
By-— M. K. Gandhi
Price 8s.

Obtainable From:
‘Indian Opinion,’
P. Bag, Phoenix. Natal,
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TURM THE FUTURE
INTO MONEY . ::

Salaries of £2,000 and more ar¢
being earned by qualificd men
who waon svecess by traimng
through The Schoo! of Accoun-
tancy. Untrained and unqualie
ficd you cannot compete,
Guidedand trained by usyoucan.

Write for this
FREE
72 PAGL BOOK

NOW

“The Direet
Woy 1o Success’

The School's coursey include:

ACCOUNTANGY, SECRETARYNHIP, CODITs
ING, DANKING, MUMOIPAL SERVICE,
BULLDING SOCIETIEY, D, COM. DLOREN.

45 Yeorr Successful Educational Service.

ACCOUNTANCY HQUSE, 134 FOX ST,
BOX 4592 ). JOHANNESBURG,
Also at; Box 2918, Caps Town; Box 1363,
Durban: Box §5. Ladysmitb, Nata),

ANTISEPTIC

OINTMENT

You will find this world-famous
wlieptic Ointnwent lnvaluable for
onla, pimoplss heat raaly, rhafing and
otlier {critatlona of the skin and
scalp. It dso allays inflammatlon
and brings spcedy rellof ancd comalort
{0 sare, tired feet.




ll-th‘ Februaey 1955 I N DIAN

.OPINION

71

=

. Ingure with “THE OLD MUTUAL" your friend for Life—

LIFE INSURANCE

Are you adequately insured ? -
Have you provided for your dependants?
Prepare for the future
Life Insurance gives peace of mind for the unknown
future,

The S,A, Mutual Life Assurance Society, which has
best Bonus record in the WORED,

Repraentatwe —

DAYABHAI PATEL

Cabls & Tel, Add.: “HARGVAR", Phomo 29388,

P. HARGOVAN & CO.

(PTY.) LTD.

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS
AND IMPORTERS.

POED O NSNS DS, e e e ey eamea

P. O. BOX 1250.
1557 Warwick Avenue

MANGHESTER TRADING

—(0. LTD.
ESTABLISHED 1923
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Wholesale Soft & Fancy Goods Merchants

—

Direct Importers.

47, Commissioner Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

P.Q. Box 1760, .\ Business 33-0711

JOHANNESBURG. Phones:—} Rusifets  33.8961 DURBAN.

Jel, Add: “Charotar” Jelephone : 33-9885, Phone _ Phone
Day 24169 Night 833459

L. RAJKOOMAR (PTY.) LTD.

14, CROSS STREET, DURBAN.

Funeral Directors and Manufactures of all classes of
Coffins and Wreaths)

Contractors to the INTERNATIONAL FUNERAL
INSURANCE COMPANY, LIMITED.

Reg. Office: 39 CROSS STREET, DURBAN
Country Orders for Cofflns and Wreaths

accepted by phone and despatched by rail
at the shortest notice.

!q C.0.D, Orders accepted throughout the Union and Rhodesia.

LATEST HINDUSTANI RECORDS
6 Records L2 6

2

Anzrkali
Albela
Amber
Afsanz
Deedar
Aan
Sagei
Sangeeta
Taorana
Boot Tolish
I'ooja
Dastao
Awnara
Saqi
Baazi’
Dasg
Hamlog
Jaal
Fobnam
Surayaseen
Avchobie
Navjawan
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Single Reco'rds at 7/9 postage and packing extra.

Cash Orders Only accepted for Portuguese
East Africa.

We are Agents of FILM INDIA in English

Single Copies at 7/9 each. Postage Free.
Yearly £4—0—0, postage free.

AZAD CAFE

lla Kort Street, (First Floor,) Johannesburg
P.O. Box 3379, Telephone: 33-8583,

FARM PRODUCE:

We are cash buyers of all types of FARM
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quotations to:

AISEN SOUTH AFRICA (PTY.) LIMITED

111/3 Macosa House,
17 Commissioner Street

P.0. Box 11012. Phone: 33-8921

Johannesburg.
Bankers: BARCLAYS BANK D.C. & O.

JOHANNESBURG.

BOOKS FOR SALE
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Phones: 29121/3 (Switchboard)
24179 (Manager)

P.O. Box 2197 ~

Premier Produce
Co. (Pty) Ltd.

General Wholesale Merchants
EXPORTERS AND IMPORTERS
Buyers and large Stockists of all kinds of Indian
and European Groceries, Provisions, Soaps, Oils,
Grains, Beans, Peas, Kaﬂircom, Malg, Mmze, Maize
Products, Wheat, Wheaten Products, Crockery,
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“PROSPERITY™ (ANl Braaches)

(Establllhod 1927
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' All enquiries for Export and Import
to the Head-Office.

Head-Office: ¢ PREMIER HOUSE”
364 Pine Street, Durban.
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also at

JOHANNESBURG _ '
. Phones: 34-3554/5
P.O. Box 200, Fordsburg,
82, Crown Road,
Fordsburg, Johannesburg.

 BENONI

Benoni Coal Site
Phone 54-1813,
Rangeview Coal Sites-=54-2205
P.O. Box 392, Benonl.
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Sell Striped| Georgette Ceepes 45”
Green, White, Pink, Sky, Lemon
4/11 yd,

8Self Check Fancy Volles witk Block
Designy 45 411 ya.

Fancy USA Floral Voiles 38" 4/11 yd.

Twa Tone and Ralabaw Georgeties 45"
All Shades 4/11 yd.

Flora] Bembergs 45 Red, Gold,
Green and Blue Designs 4/6 yd.,

Bordered Georgette 45"
All Shades

3/1t yd.

BLOUSES

Chinese Embroldered Satla nnd
Georpette Blonses and Latest
Skippers §/11 eack.

Coioured Georgettes 45™

All Sbades  3/11yd.

Spotted Georgettes 45." Latest 4/6 yd.

Embossed Georgettes 45
Basket Design
Georgette Jarl Work Sarees
£4-20-0 exch

6/11yd,

Georgette Snru‘ﬁ Cotton Embroldery
£3/15/0 exch

Benazres rad Tiosel Jar} Borders
Big Range In Stock

CHAMPALS !

Plastic Fancy Tops with Heel
Size 3 to7 - 18/6 palr
Also Leather  8/6 & 10/6 paic)

Write For Samples:

JAYBEE S

39 MARKET STREET,

LK HOUSE

JOHANNESBURG,

DHIRUBHAI P. NAIK

'Invtf, Insgrance & Geutval Ageatl

Book with w9 for your travelling by Air, Sea or Land either to Indls
or to any part of the world.

All ‘ypes of Insaracce—N.lle, Fire, Borglary, Riof, Storm, Accldent,
Plate Glasa, etc,

Consmlt Us Free of Charge For Your Income Tax, Persona Tax,
Weitiog Of Your Books, Trade Llceaces, Ravenve Clearance Certificats,
Passports And Immigration Matters.

National Mutual Life Asso. Of Australasia,
Yorkshire Insurance Co. Ltd.

Telephone: 33-9033. 29e Commissioner Street,
JOHANNESBURG.

Representative:
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BETEL LEAVES (PAAN)

When ordering Betel leaves don’t forget to write
direct to the growers.

Any guality and quantity at wholesale prices,
A square deal all tha year round.

A trial will convince you,

Don't hesitate to write to:

COTTONLAND BETEL LEAVES
GROWERS (CO.

P.0. Box 7, Verulam, Natal.
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INDIAN SWEETMEATS.

G. C. Kapitan & Son

Vegetarian Restaurant

Upcountry customers are requested to send their
POSTAL ORDER with their orders.
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