NON-PROFIT COMMUNITY NEWSLETTER

rassroots

THE PAPER ABOUT YOU

Vol. 2 No. 2 April 1981

Repairs plan goes,

‘COUNCIL, WHAT
DO YOU DO WITH

OUR MONEY’

LAST week the BBSK residents’ association
went to see the City Council to try to seek a
solution to the maintenance problem.

In this story, BBSK tells us what was said at
the mesating, although not using the exact

words that were spoken,
We, the residents from BBSK are here

BBSK:

to meet with you, the City Council of
Cape Town, to try to solve our main-
tenance problem.

COUNCIL: We cannot afford to foot the main-
tenance bill anymore. The price of
building materials has gone up. The
houses also need more repairs and
maintenance work now., Qur man-
tenance fund is also too small. Last
year this fund was R60 000 in arrears.
Our only solution is to let tenants pay
for maintenance and repairs them-

selves,
BBSK:

We conducted a survey in our area and

found that the majority of the people
earn below R250,00 per month. Most
of the tenants are also pensioners and
they only receive R60,00 per month.
The rising cost of living is eating our
small pay packets away.

We simply cannot afford it. Why
should the council place the burden of
maintenance costs on the shoulders of
tenants who are least able to afford it?
COUNCIL: But, you must understand our position,
too, Tenants pay a very small amount
towards maintenance which is inclu-
ded in their rent. We get only R33,00

BBSK DEMANDS:

® That tenants not be made to pay for main-
tenance, when damage has not been willful.

That government should subsidise main-

tenance:

That residents be given notice of council's
intentions on issues affecting them, rather
than to consult with management com-

mitteds.

That Council makes available to the associs-

To page 16

tion details of maintenance expenditure

accounts.

but many
still to pay

AMNGRY tenants led by
their residents associa-
tions last month forced
the City Council to
drop the new lease
agréeements,

This has saved nearly
40 0D tenants from
paying for maintenance
and repairs to Council
dwellings as proposed
by the new lease,

But ¢loss to 33 000
tenants will still have to
pay.

The Council will
apply the new lease to
the 22 000 new tenants
on the official housing
wailang fist

The nearly 11 000
families that have asked
for transfers to bigger
houses will alsa  be
affected,

Owver the last weeks,
in the flais and houses
of Bokmakierie, Bridge-
town, Silvertown, Kew-
town, Facreton and
Manenberg, tenants
have come together and
discussed their objec-
tions fo paying for
maintenance,

They sent dele-
gations and letters to
Council to voice their
ohiections.

Council was finally

forced to drop their
plan when a delegation
from Bokmakierie,
Bridgetown, Silvertown,
Kewtown (BBSK) Resi-
dents Association met
with the council's hous-
ing committes.

The delegation stood
firm that because they
could not afford to pay
for maintenance they
would refuse to do so.
They would refuse be-
cause they have to
defend their living stan-
dards which were being
attacked by increased
cosis while wages -
mained low,

The delegation won
and the people are
pleased but, BBSK says
“the struggle for main-

tenance 15 still not
aver.”
* Tenants are still

faced with mainte-
nance and repair-
work (for which
they are paying in
their rents) which
have not received at-
tention for years.

®* Tenants are still con-

fronted with the
poor service and low
quality of repair-

work offered by the
Council

® This poor service
means that many
tenanis are forced to
pay for maintenance
themselves when
efforts o get Coun-
cil to respond, fail
In a letter from
Council to BBSK, the
Council says it “will do
repairs for which there
are funds available, If
the tenant insists that
repairs should be done,
it will be done, but at
his or her expense,”

The Kensington Fac-
tréton Ratepayers and
Tenants Association re-
gards this as a breach of
contract, In a statement
issued, the association
said that although the
new lease has not yet
been introduced, ten-
ants are already being
forced to pay for main-
tenance.

“The existing lease
makes no allowance for
such payment as such
casts are covered in the
rent charges," reads the
statement. “"When we
have no money, we are
evicted. When the Coun-
cil has no money, they
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Rising
cost of
living
s - pages 8-9

expect
this."

The BBSKE Residents
Association thus says
“our struggle for proper
maintenance must cons
tinue until such time as
Council does all our re-
pairs properly,”

“They are their hou-
ses, for years we have

us o accept

been paying for main-
tenance that has not
been done.™

“The only way to
get our repairs done is
to constantly put pres-
sure on Council.”

At a Bridgetown
area meeting, a wise old
man - SOITY, Wwise

To page 16

Council covers tracks to the hank

THE City Council of
Cape Town has no con-
sideration for the thou-
sands of suffering peo-
ple who live in the
Municipal area of Cape
Town, This is contained
in a statement submit-
ted to GRASSROOTS
by the Electricity Petit-
ion Committee (E.P.C.})
of Mitchell"s Plain,

The EP.C. is col-
lecting signatures for a
petition to have the due
date of the electricity

account changed.

Thousands of resi-
dents in Mitchell's Plain
find it inconvenient to
pay their accounis at
the timé they become
due. An extra 10 per-
cent has to be paid on
the account if it is not
paid on time.

To date the Council
has refused to give any
fawourable conside-
ration to the ﬁeupk of
Mitchell's Plain.

“This ‘favour® the

Council is prepared to
give to areas like Clif-
ton, Sea Point, Camps |
Bay and Bakoven. Their

due date is during the
first week of the month.

*We understand why.
These are the people
who can vote the
council out of office.
We in Mitchell's Plain
cannot™, the statement
read,

“According ‘~to a
daily newspaper last
month, a report from

the City Treasurer said
that to process | 50 000
extra accounts during
this busy period would

mean the compuler
would have to oferate
for 24. hours per day
for at least seven dhays a

- week and extra staff

and equipmeént would
certainly be reguired.

“We want to state

that Mitchells Plain
only has 17 000 elect-
ricity accounts. To feed
this amount into the
computer cannol make
that big a difference™
thé statement said.
“The Council said
that ‘we should , keep
enough money from
the month before to
pay our accounts’. We
think the Council

should know Jest the
problems we have in
Mitchell's Plain. *“If
not, let us remind them:
not long ago they pro-
mised us that they were
going to evict 5 000
families in Mitchell's
Flli:l'l.l They kept their
promise,

';We want to state
that the main reason
why the City Council

L8 tefysing to change

the due date in Mit-

chell's Plain is money,
The Council makes
thousands of .rands
every month from the
_extra ten percent. Wea
«find it impossible to
avoid paying this be-
cause we are forced to
pay the account at a
time when we just do
not have the money.

“It is clear that the
reasons provided by the
Council is only an at-
tempt to cover up its
tracks to the bank.™
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FOR many months the
workers at H Blackman
and company, a cement
products factory in
Cape Town. have been
waging 4 struggle with
their bosses oaver
problem of overtime.

The Blackman woaor-
kers worked an illegal
numhber of overtime
hours for a number of
years and were paid
below the one and one-
third rate laid down by
the law for overtime
work,

At the end of 1979 5
number of Blackman
workers approached the
Western Province Gene-
ral Workers Union.
They had many grievan-
ces from low wages to
bad treatment, One of
the most urgent probes
lems was about the
overtime. As the boss
was hbreaking the law
over this issue, 10 Was a
problem that could be
taken wp through the
courts.

But the union ex-
plained to the workers

WORKERS WAGE OVERTIME

STRUGGLE WITH BOSSES

that legal action could
only be taken hand in
hand with solid factory-
floor organisation.

Winning demands
about most of the wor-
kers problems, such as
general improvement of
wages and working con-
ditions, depends on the
streagth and organisa-
tion of the workers in
the factory.

Even the workers®
commitment and pat-
ience to continue fight-
ing the case, when the
courts take so long in
dealing with workers'
problems will depend
on their stremgth and
umity.

They joined the un-
ion, organised and elec-

ted a workers' com-
mittee (o represent
their demands to the
managfm:nt.

The overtime issue
was taken up by the
workers committes
immediately,

After much negot-
iation the commitice
could not resolve this
1ssue, The workers then
informed the manage-
ment that they would
no longer be prepared
to work overtime if
they were not paid the
cormect rate,

Production was bad-

Iy hit.

The boss, fearing, a
loss of profits, agreed
to pay the workers the
they

correct rate, if

would work overtime
again,

The warkers agreed
but raised the question
of back payment for
the many long howurs of
overtime they had wor-
ked in the past, without
correct payment, The
bosses refused to pay
the workers the back-
pay owing to them,

The wuwnion lawyers
wrote Lo the bosses
threatening them with
legal action, if they did
not pay up, They alzo

informed the
department

partment

Labour
that the
boss was breaking the
law and the labour de-
promised (o
imvestigate the case. But
the figures worked out

by the Labour depari-
ment on  the money
owing to the workers
were way below that
which the workers
could prove was Owing
to them from those pay
slips which they still
had in their possession,

The Labour depart-
ment said  this  was
bhecause they could
only be paid for the
legal mumber of hours
worked!

The workers gues-
tioned the fact that
they could be made to
guffer without pay
when it was the boss
who farced them to
work an illegally high
number of hours over-
time. The Union also

found out that the law
does not allow waorkers
to claim for overtime
wiorked more than
three years back, so the
Blackman workers can
only claim for the past
3 years.

It was now clear (o
the workers that the
Labour department amd
the law is not sympat-
hetic to the case of the
workers. It was ¢lear
why in every struggle
they would have to rely
mostly om  ther own

stremgth  and
sation.

Throughouwt this
long baitle about the

overtime, the hosses
have trned to intimi-
date the workers info

organi-

Fagh £

dropping their demand,

For example at the
end of last year the
contracts of cerfain
commities e mbers
were not renewed. But
the workers have re
fused to give in. They
are determined to stand
firm on their demand
for back-pay. They will
take the matter to
court, if necessary, even
though they will only
gef a certam amount aof
the money owed on all
the years they wene
underpaid, They realise
that it is their unity and
organisation which will
give them the patience
to win this demand and
which will prevent the
few rights granted fo
workers, such as over
time pay, from being
taken away in the fu-
ure,

It is also only their
unity and orgamisation
which will give them
the strength to win the
many demands which
canmol  be  taken up
through the law

Baldwin Pokela is a casual worker who battles
daily along Vanguard Drive for the odd job that
will help keep body and soul together. He tells his

Iperlmal story . ..

‘For us trucks mean work’

EARLY in the maor-
nings, in wind, rain and
sunshine, workers aré
standing on Vanguard
Drive waiting and hop-
ing that “today, I'll get
ajob."

Girassroots talked
fo the workers standing
ground in small groups
talking mostly abowut
the hope of petting a
jabk. They exchanged
news about families, |
sickness, possip about
the good luck of one

and the bad luck of
another,
But all the fime,

their eves are fixed on |
the road, searching with |
hopes for on-coming |
trucks.. “"For us, trucks
mean possible work",
they said,

When these trucks
stop, the workers
charge to the drivers
shouting in desperation
their  willingness  to
work, | have not wor-
ked for two weeks,
there is no money, my
children are starving™,
one said.

Out of every forty
or fifty workers, two
will get a job for the
day, These workers are
so desperate, and the
bosses know that they
will get cheap, casual

labour. Some bosses
pay a pittance and
sometimes they may

gel a day's food only,
As these workers
are doing casual jobs,
they are not entitled to
benefits such as, Work-

ployment,
kers have walked the
streets for days to find
wiork,

man’s Compensation,
Unemployment and so

on.,

Many bosses prefer
to employ casual wor-
kers as they are so des-

perate, and will setile
for any wage, Unem-
ployment 5 a major

problem and is rising all
the time.

Waorkers are hired
and fired daily with
large numbers joining

the ranks of the un-
employed. This prob-
lem will be here (o stay
while the driving force
behind the bosses is
their chase for profits.

Because of unem-
these wor-

Their

only

option mow 15 to stand
at the road side from
five in the moming and
at about midday they
start moving on,
Another problem
facing the workers is
that they do not have
“rights” to be in the
city, This means that
no boss will give them a

job, as they can be
fined R500
The pass laws are

one of the ways that
the govermment can get
rid of unemploved wor-
kers in the cities, The
povernment's  fear 15

that mass unemploy-
ment will lead to un-
rest.

Their solution 15 (o
exporl unemployed
workers to the home-

lands. Through the pass
laws, the government
helps the bosses by en-
suring that the supply
of labour to the bosses
15 enough to meet their
needs.

MIGRANT WORKERS

Many of the wor-
kers on Vanguard Drive
are also migramt wor-
kers who do not have
contracts. The condi-
tions in the homelands
are so bad that people
are starving. Many are
forced o come io the
cities to work im whibe
South Africa for low
wages. The  magrant
lahour system has cau-
sed greal musery to the
workers and their fami-
lies.

I AM a family man. My
wife and children are in
Transkei, Life is very
hard for them, so |
come o Cape Town [o
look for a job,

My story is one
that iz shared by a lot
of the workers standing
here and waiting for a
job. I came to the city
as a young boy when
there was the defiance.

I have had a lot of
contracts and have lived
in many hostels. My
body is tired and 1 am
now very sickly, It s
not easy to get a com-
tract when vou are no
good to work,

The bosses are very
choosy. 5o 1 have come
back to Cape Town Io
help my wife and child-
ren who are starving.
The drought has caused
many problems and
now we cannol Eromw
food on our small piece
of land,

1 wait here every
day for a job, some
times I'm lucky. There
isn't much money 0
gend home, but maybe
my luck will change.
| have no rights (a pass)
to be in Cape Town, 50
| can't find a good job.

The police hunt us,
This pass business is
very bad, The bosses
also gay that there are
too many of us and no
work,

Azk the men here,
many do not  have
money for food or a
place to stay. Some-
times we sleep in the
hostels. We go po bed
late at night and are up
early in the morning be-
cause there may be a
pass raid. Then, we also
sleep in the location or
on the side of the road
waiting till morning.

Many times we falk
of not living at all.

He shakes his head,
“we have no rights"".
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Students
suspend
boycott

T

‘THE struggle against
inferior education con-
tinues', a statement iss-
wed by the Langa,
Guguletu and Nyanga
students body, the Re-
gional Committee, last
week said.

The pupils suspended
the boyveoti indefinitely
after a deadline they set
for the government to
meet their demands had
passed and a few de-
mands were met,

The statement said
that they — the pupils —
had come to realise that
the intention of the
govermment  was Lo
keep them uneducated
and they had decided
to suspend the boycott
and resume studies,

Different tactics
would be wsed and
pupils would react to
# situation as it arose.

We must not react
to provocation by the
authorities in the way
they want us to, but
should normalise the
abnormal situation”, the
statement said,

Many pupils were
irickling back to classes
gnd at some schools ger-

inus lessons have slar-
ted.

The students have
said that they were still
waiting for the govern-
ment to meet their
demands,

About three weeks
back the students held
g demonstration after
some of their leaders
were detained during
the suspension of the
boycoll.

More than 1 000
pupils marched at Fez-
eka High School singing
freedom songs and ca-
rrving placards,

A pupil spokesman
said that whereas they
did not achieve all their
demands the boycott
managed to politicise a
lot of pupils.

“The bovcott also
had a radicalising effect
on many pupils as they
got practical experience
of the struggle,™ he said.

The pupil said a lot
of work was still be
done within the pupils
ranks and in trying to
build up unity with all
the oppressed pupils
and workers.

DTA organises

A NUMBER of stu-
dents from the Univer-
gty of the Western
Cape, under the gui-
dance of the Duine-
fontein Tenanis ASS0-
clation are  helping
organise @ residents
amociation in Manen-
berg.

Pari of Manenberg,
the area known as
Duinefontein, already
has its own association,
the DTA. It is felt that
there is @ need for one
association to represent
the entire area. In order
to work towards the
building of such a resi-
dents association, the
area has Been sub-divi-
ded and house wisits
and meetings are being
held.

The main problem
facing the people is in-
creased rents and the
fact that residents will
now have to pay for
maintenance of their
hises,

Al houss meetings,
it iz explained what a
residents association is
and how people thro-
ugh standing together
will be able to change
their conditions.

Sireet  representat-
ves are elected at house
meetings, and these rep-
resentatives will then
serve on a broader com-
mittee,

DTA fact-sheets are
abso distributed in can-
yassing the area to
imform people  about
how it B organised
Thie i85 to motivate
people to get organised
info a residents assoc-
iation,

The DTA street rep-
resentatives also rum an
advice service to the
residents in their street

fo  assist them with
individual problems,
These are grants and
pensions, housing and
many others.

The representatives
have also had a basic
community health
training and assist resi-
dents in  this way
Through the advice ser-
vice, the sireet repre-
sentatives keep in touch
with the people, what
their problems are and
in this way they can
feed more people into
the association.

Lotus River residents
show the way

WHEN tenants of Lotus
Rwver received electri-
city accounts on Tues-
day, March 10, Wed-
nesday 11th and Thurs-
day 12th with instruc-
tions to pay three days
later on Friday March
13, they immediately
began organising anrou-
nd the izsue.

This organisation
was co-ofdinated by the
Lotus River and Grassy
Park Residents Associa-
tion.

Our Rents and Hous-
ing sub-committee has
representatives in every
gtreet and block of
flats,” an official of the
Asgsociabion explained.

“The ﬂnlr way we get things done is when we stand together.”

“The representa-
tives were asked o
speak to the residents
in their areas and report
back to us.”

The reports were un-
animous — the people
could just mot get the
money  together  in
Lime.

They were also all in
favour of strong action
being taken.

On Monday a bus-
load of more than 50
residents, some of them
mothers with babies in
their arms, arrived at
Divisional Counc
offices in Wale Street
and ‘“‘occupied” the
payments counter

lobby on the ground
floor,

They were stopped
from going upstairs,

They demanded to
set a senior official in
connection with their
accounts,

While we waited for
the official to come fro
from upstairs™, GHEASS-
ROOTS spoke to resi
dents,

They were all angry.

Said a pensioner: |
only get my pension
money on the 20th. |
uge that money to pay
rent and my lights.
How can | be expected
to find lights money a
week before pension

am ternbly
wumed_ If we don't
pay our lights on time,
they not only cut the
supply but threaten us
with eviction as well,”

Another  protester
said she was also having
problems with her rent,

“We have to pay
R11,00 a week rent,”
she said, “and my hus-
band isn"t working.

“They keep pro-
mising to reduce it
But that's all we gt . _ .
Promses.

“And now we have
this terrible problem

1S TO

A SURVEY to find out
how much money the
City Council is making
from the 10% penalty
being paid by the resi-
dents of Mitchell's Plain
who cannot pay their
electricity account by
the due date has been
conducted by the Elec-
tricity Petition Com-
mittee (E.P.C.},

The results of the
survey will he released
according to a spokes-
person for the EP.C.

Four hundred house-
halds kave been chosen
from the 16 500 houses
in Mitchell’s Plain. The
survey was conducted
over a period of six
weeks.

For this big task the
E.P.C. managed to get
the assistance of three
YOUung organisations
from ouiside the area,
Students from the Uni-
versity of the Western
Cape also assisted with
the interviewing of resi-
dents.

Two university aca-
demics also  assisted
with the drawing up of
the survey. The answers
are  presently being
compuierized,

The survey looked at

BACK

how the residenis paid
their January electricity
gecount, what it amou-
nted to and whether

they managed to pay it
by the due date,

THE

“This would give us
a good idea about how
much money the Coun-

cil makes every month,”™
a member of the com-
mittee said,

A scene at Westridge pay office on electricity due date day.

ASE

Other guestions
WIETE:
® How many Limes

their electricity was
cut im the last six
months,

* How many times did
they pay overdue in
the last six months,

# When do they get
paid.

® [z the Tth of the
maonth the best time
to pay or if not,
which other date,

® Do they experience
problems to pay on
a weekday instead of
a saturday.

“Fram the infor-
mation which the sur-

vey will provide the
commitiee hopes 1o
back ils case to have

the due date of the
electricity account
changed, which causes
serious fimancial incon-
venience in the area",
said the committee
member,

with our light account,
I just don't know what
we are going to do™

Oine of the residents
who came along to be
part of the protest does
not ewen have elec-
tricity.

“My electricity was
cut some time ago, but
last week [ got an
account saying that [
had used R20 worth of
electricity in the time it
was cut.

“I just don't know
what is going on. The
council is driving me
out of my mind.”

The official “from
upstairs™, Mr 1 G Git-
tins, arrived after aboul
half-an-hour.

Spokesman for the
residents outlined their

problem.
According to Mr Git-
tins, “‘the computer™

which had given prob-
lems ower the festive
season was the real cul-
prit,

“If you would like
me to change the pay-
ment date to the 31st
of the month ['ll arran-
ge it straight away.

There was a murmur
of agreement and Mr
Gittens issued the new
instruction o his assist-
ants immediately.

As the residents filed
out of the building one
of them said: “It"s
true. The only time we
get things done is if we
stand together.

The local office was

visited immediately
after arriving from
[ .

The clerks present

were aware of the ins-
tructions, and assured
tenants present that all
those who had already
paid the interest on Sat-
urday and Monday
ning early, would be
gredited the f(ollowing
month,
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ions and resettlement
has caused much hard-
1966, a community of ship and bitterness
34 000 people was among the people
atfected. In 1979 a Rents,
The resulting evict- Residents and Rates

WHEN District Six was
proclaimed white in

QUEENS

LEATHER & PLASTIC
DISTRIBUTORS (Pty) Ltd.

*

MANUFACTURERS OF
TRAVEL GOODS,
SHOPPING BAGS AND
GENERAL LEATHER
GOODS, WISHES TO

CONGRATULATE

BRITANNIA
STORES

ON REACHING THE HALF
CENTURY. BEST OF LUCK
FOR THE NEXT 50 YEARS.
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'Association was formed.
This association opened
a Legal Advice Office
to offer assistance to
the many people faced
with threats, bribery
and forced removal be-
fore suitable accommo-
dation is found. The
advice office's task 15 to
inform the people of
the legal rights they

have,

People who know
their rights cannot be as
easily intimidated by
the Department of
Community Develop-
ment officials.

The Department of
Community Develop-
ment has to follow a
certain procedure when
evicting a family and
must find alternative
accommodation for
them,

The legal advice
office is open every
Thursday evening.

Pamphlets have been
sent to every house
and school stating the
legal rights of those ten-
antis facing eviction,

Posters - have also
been put up in District
Six informing the people
of the centre,

Crassroots has taken
the following exiract
from a pamphlet issued
by the Housing Legal
Advice Office.

WHEN MUST I MOVE?

You have certain le-
gal rights and the most
important is that you
are entitled to be offer-
ed szuitable altermative
accommaodation before

moving.

a-r"'.-a'

The Group and not
you must find a decent
new house.

The correct proced-
ure i that vou should
receive a written offer
of a house which has
been allocated for you
and your family, You
must then go and look
at the house,

If it is not swtable
yvou need not accept it
and must not sign the
lease — it is illegal for
anvone to threaten to
evict wvou unless you
sign.

Bring such problems
to the Advice Oiffice
without hesitation,

WHAT 15 SUITABLE
ALTERNATIVE
HOUSING?

This differs from
person to person. The
house must be large
enough Lo accommo-
date your family. [t
must nol be in poor
condition or broken
down. It should be near
schools, church or mos-
que, work and it should
have a rent that You
can afford,

It should be in an
arca that is safe where
you and your children
need not live in fear of
crime.

WHAT HAPPENS
WHEN | GET A
NOTICE TO LEAVE:

Do not panic. Do
not be afraid that you
will be thrown out on
the street.

Any notice that
orders you (o vacate

vour house BEFORE
vou have obtained suit-
able other housing from
the Group is illegal,

In other words you
are not obliged to leave
your house until anot-
her suitable one has
been found for you. If
vou are in doubt con-
sult the advice office.

—

In & census taken in
1966 the name of every
housecholder and the
children were recorded.
Any person who after
this date went to live in
District Six did so il-
legally.

Some children’s
names were not re-
corded at the time of
the census. Today, they
are in District Six ille-
alll:r and have |no rights

in the area.

They have not been
issued with rent cards
and “the group"™ will
not give them a house.

‘Group’ was here

In these cases the
advice office helps the
unlisted people to
prove that they have
resided in District Six
all these years and do
qualify for housing.

A resident at the ad-
vice office said, “Every
now and them when 1
come home from work
my mother tells me
that the “Group” was
here and that [ must go

to them with my rent
md-‘li

I have to clock out
out at work and then

Wedon'ta H evictions...’

walk down to the build-
ing on the foreshore,

| get there to find
that they only want to
check the names of the

people in my house,

Lose Wages

For this 1 have to
lose something of my
already low wages",

To thoss left in Dis-
trict Six life is a battle.
The shops have been

closed down. In each
street most families
have left.

Those two or three
families left behind live

glone amongst the bull-
dazed houses,

Struggling

Mo maintenance of
the houses is being
done. People are strug-
gling as the essential
services, like water and
electricity, are being
turned off. People see
this as a deliberate
attempt to force them
out of theilr homes,

Residents say: “We

are most reluctant to
go. We don't accept our
evictions but we have
to move along, We ar
forced to move.”

Lansdowne.

L

* FRIED FISH & CHIPS ® FISH CAKES
* SMOKED SNOEK » FRESH FISH
® PICKLED FISH

® TAKE-AWAY SNACKS

* SALT SNOEK

509 Lansdowne Road,
Phone 770796

P.O.BOX 199. WYNBERG.7824

= 731106

Rent-a-Wreck"

KLIP ROAD
GRASSY PARK. 7800

of them all
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ABOUT B85 000 people
live in Guguletu, Nya-
nga amd Langa and
almost 20 000 are
children who are too
young to go to school,
As more mothers
have to work now than
before, the need for
nursery schools and
creches are wvery great,
Yet, in Guguletu,
where more than 10000
children need pre-school

Y N
1ky

facilities, the City Coun-
cil has provided only
one nursery school cap-
able of taking about
100 children.

Other creches in the
grea are run privately in
churches and commun-
ity centres, but the
total number of child-
ren they can cater for is
about 500,

With well aover 9 000
children left owt im the

cold, the situation s
nothingshort of a crisis.

Even the few child-
ren who are admitted
are often left in the
care of untrained or
semi-trained persons.

Harassed parents
therefore often see the
creches as places where
they ‘dump’ their child-
ren in the mornings
before Ttushing off to
work.,

The children are our future

WORGESTER SGHOOLS:

One Guguletu parent
said: ‘Those people
who cannot get their
children into creches
really suffer. They have
to leave their children
with women who are
often too old to care
properly for them or
with other women who
have children of their
own to look after.”

The shocking fact is
that most pre-school

Pre-school crisis
affects working mothers

children are left
entirely on their own
with nobody to care for
thiem,

Although Guguletu,
becausze of its much
bigger population, has
the most urgent prob-
lems, areas such as Ny-
anga, Langa and Cross-
roads are crippled by
much the same shor-
tages and lack of facili-
ties.

A communily wor-
ker told GRASSROOTS
that privately rum cre-
ches also had problems
aof their own.

Firstly, they recei-
ved no financial assis-
tance from local awtho-
rities and relied com-
pletely on the fees paid
by parents to pay for
food and the wages of
the people employed.,

Secondly. income is
very uncértain. Many
people who cannot pay
the average B4,00 mon-
thly fee either just keep
their children at home
when payment day
comes or make promises
that they will pay at
other times.

Another problem is

Victory for parents and students

THE outcome of the
boycott at Esselen Park
High is seen by parents
and students as “"a great
victory in their siruggle
to have their SRC re-
cognised by the princi-
pal, the school com-
mittee and of course,
the Administration of
Coloured Affairs.”
Earlier this year, stu-
dents walked out be-
cause of the refusal of
the principal to recog-

nise their democrati-
cally elected SRC. They
also demanded that a
democratically elected
parents students com-
mittee be formed. A
student said that “we
reject school commit-
tees because they are
appointed puppets of
the Administration, and
not elected by our par-
ents.

The students also de-

manded that four
matric pupils, who were
refused re-admission be-
cause they failed, be
taken back.

Major battles were
fought between the stu-
dents, the principal and
the school committee
about meeting their de-
mands. They  were
angered by the hardline
attitude of the princi-
pal “who was only act-

ing on behalf of the
Administration™,

The problem became
worse when over 300
students were expelled
for refusing to retum

- to classes.

Another demand
was included, the un-
conditional  reinstate-
ment of the students.
Parents supported the
students as they re-
fused to sign the forms

and give an under-
taking that their child-
ren would not boycott.

The students believe
that they won in the
end because of the
great support they got
from their parents and
the community at large.
“If we did not have the
community behind us,

we woild not have
won”, said am SRC
member.

‘. . . Support community action’

DVER a period of three
weeks, many meetings
were held among stu-
dents and in the com-
mumnity. “We realised
that we needed the sup-
port of our parents and
the rest of the com-

© munity if we were
going to make any
headway  with  this

issue,” a student said.
The purpose of com-
munity meetings accor-
ding to the students,
wias “to inform our par-
ents about the prob-
lems at school and to
ask for their support,
Once this was done, it
was no longer a situa-

tion  where students
were acting on their
own, But, joint student
and community action,
We believe that this was
the key to our success™,

Parentz also showed
their support in con-
crete ways by signing a

petition  refusing  to
have their children
re-admitted o

conditions  laid down
by the principal and
school committee,

As  the problem
came to a head, the par-
ents signed a second
petition calling on the
authorities to address a
community meeting,

When the principal
failed to pitch up at the
meeting, he lost what
little support he had.

That night 1 000
parents and some stu-
dents marched to the
house of the princi-
pal demanding a reply
to their children’s grie-
WATICES.,

The principal re-
fused to talk to the
group and asked for a
delegation. The parents
stood firm. “"We cannot
believe you - you have
not kept your pro-
mises”, and “we want
you to address us as a
group™, they said. [t

was clear that the com-
munity had lost all
trust in the principal.
“It was the com-
munity  pressure fo-
gether  with  support
from students in the
surrounding areas that
helped us to get the
administration to back
down", said a spokes-
person for the students.
The students felt
that they gained a lot
of organisational exper-
ience from this action,
“We had our problems
of division among the
student body and the
question of whether to
bovcott or not. Thers

were students who were
prepared to go back on
the administration’s
conditions, but we were
able through the sup-
port of parents to win
them owver,” they said.
Students also said that
they learned that if the
community is informed
and participates in the
decision-making,  dis-
unity can be avoided.
“"More important™,
added a student, ““we
have come to realise the

important  supportive
role that students can
play in community
action.

Paga 5

the conditions. The pre-school services, The
buildings are often most pressing  need
mearit for uses other however is for facilities
than schools and are which can be used as

creches during the day.

If vou have toys,
furniture, blankets,
mats and any other
odds and ends which

cold in winter, some-
times lack essential faci-
lities such as toilets and
thus discourage regular
attendance.

A number of organi- may be useful fto
sations working in the them, please phone
field of child care are Grassroots 432-117.
trving to improve the Remember — the child-

conditions and to start ren are our future,

PACKED WITH NATURAL GOODMNESS

(FRONOUNCED VYTA MEAT]

THE HYGIENE-CONSCIOUS
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STEEL WALLS I
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LANSDOWNE, CAPE
PHONE 67-8144/5

COMMERCIAL AND
SECRETARIAL
COLLEGE

PHONE 67-3939
MRS GOUDIA (PRINCIPAL]

3 BEVERLEY STREET, ATHLONE

KLIPFONTEIN 1
PHARMACY

74 HALT ROAD
ELSIES RIVER

PHONE $987206/983871
eSS

* DISPENSING AND
PHOTOGRAPHIC CHEMISTS

* STOCKIST OF YARDLEY,
REVLON, OLD SPICE &
TABAC
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comment
The people’
\victory
hut...

THE people’s residents associations have
won a victory by forcing the City Council
to back down on the new lease agreements.

After much pressure from the associa-
tions, the Council decided to apply the
agreement only to new tenants and to
those who are transferred from one dwel-
ling to another.

Although this is a gain for the people, we
must ask whether Council is not playing for
time.

Some residents will still have to pay.
Why must the people pay for the repair of
houses which the Council have neglected
for years?

The people must take care that this
action of Council does not confuse or
divide them.

Deacisions taken by Council should apply
to all residents and Council should not
discriminate.

We should remember that the Council’s
decision will make it possible for them to
force people to sign the new agreement by
transferring them to another house.

Therafore, even if you are an old tenant,
you may suddenly be transferred to a
‘better’ house and then be expected to sign
the new agreement.

The deputations through which the resi-
dents pressurised council were strong
enough to force them to back down but
not strong enough to force them to drog

tha whole plan. ’
When apwhule bus load of Lotus River

rasidents descended upon Divisional Coun-
cil to demand that their electricity due date
be changed, shocked officials very quickly
met their demands and the date was
changed for all tenants in the area.

Only if people stand together and are
actively organized in their residents associa-

tions will Council see their strength and

begin to listen to their demands.

The struggle
of youth and
parents is one

THE need for strong organisations rep-

resenting the needs and aspirations of the|

people has been recognised. Although we
have all been slow in getting started in the
new year, we are now seeing the regrouping
of people — whether in the factories, resi-
dents associations, student organisations
and particularly, youth organisations.

The growth of youth movements in the
Wastern Cape is significant, especially with
its strong emphasis on community involve-
ment. The militant action of our young
people in the past has often set them apart
from the rest of the community. But, the
youth are saying now, that our struggle is
not separate from the struggle of our
parents in the communities and at work.

In areas such as Lansdowne, Hanover
Park, Mitchells Plain and others, youth
movements are playing a supportive role
to community organisations. In this way
they are able to gain organisational exper-
jience and an understanding and aware-
ness of the real issues facing the people.

Mass community, workers and student
action over the past year has armed us with
the necessary organisational experience and
to‘wage the struggle on many different
fronts.
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GRASSROOTS IS

ABOUT THE PEOPLE

Dear Grassroots, We
in M/P are very happy
to get GRASSROOTS.
The people are very hap
happy when we sell it
to them. We like to
read all the articles in
GRASSROOTS. We
like to read about the
workers, and also other
people like us who are
fighting the Council,
When we sell
GRASSROOTS to the
people we tell them it is
a good newspaper., We
tell them that it is
about workers and
people dike us in M/F
who are struggling very
much., We tell the peo-
ple there is also news
about M/P., They are

very happy to hear
this.
When Wi sell

GRASSRODTS W
stand at the three sta-

Dear Readers, In order
for Grassroois to be
vour paper, it needs
vour feedback on how
it should look and what
you would like to read
in it. We have had a
survey in Manenberg
and Lotus River to find

tions, Lentegeur Stat-
ion, Mitchell’'s Plain
Station and Strandfon-
tein Station, We also
sell door-to-door, Then
we get a chance to talk
to the people and to
helpers with our cam-
paign. Like in Lente-
geur where we don't
have many people who
belong to our commit-
tee,

The people in Lente-
geur are struggling very
much.

Also a lot of people
in Woodlands and in
Rocklands.,

When we have house
meetings we also sell
GRASSROOTS. We
have many house meet-
ings all over M/P and
talk to the people, To-
gether we sold 1 000
GRASSROOTS. Next
time we want to sell

out what readers think
of Grassroots, A feed-
back workshop was also
held on Saturday 21st
March 1981. About fif-

teen representatives of
community and wor-

kers' organisations at-
tended the workshop.

1 500,

In M/P we have a lot
of problems, We do not
get  enough  money
where we work and we
must pay for our roof,
We have wery little
money for food. Many
of us don’t always have
bus fares. We walk to
the station, Where we
gtay is very expensive,
Our wives must also
wark to pay for the
rent.

We don't have cre-
ches to leave our child-
ren and so we put our
children with other
people, The Council
don’t want to  build
creches. We must also
fight that.

Now we are fight-

ing the electricity due
date. We say to people
we must stand together

The ideas exchanged at
the workshop and the
results of the survey
will enable us to get
closer to our readers,
We would like to
thank the youth in
Manenberg and Lotus
River as well as the resi-

and we will get right
what we want. Some
people say our people
cannot stand together.
Other people say the
Council will mever give
in.

But at the house
meetings the people say
they will stand with us.
They talk about their
problems,

When we have prob-
lems we domn't tell the
people next door, We
don't worry the people
next door. They don't
know that we don™ pay
our rent,

At the house meeti-
ings we hear other peo-
ple also have problems.,

They say they pay
their electricity every
month after the dus
date. Aftéer the houss
meetings we feel very

happy.

We say thank you

dents associations for
assigting us with the
survey, Also to those
residents who comple-
ted the questionaires.

We can only say a big
thank you to the rep-
resentatives from wor-
ker and community or-

The people say they
want to sell GERASS-
ROOTS, We give them

GRASSROOTS afid
they sell it in their
street,

We want to say to all
the people who read
GRASSROOTS: our
problems are the same
a5 those of all the peo-
ple from other areas.
We know because we
come from all the other
areas, such as Manen-
berg, Heideveld and
Hanover Park, Grassy
Park and Parkwood.
Some come from Squa-
tter camps and others
were staying in garages
and rooms,

We say, all the peo-
ple with the same prob-
lems must stand to-
gether, Grassroots must
gay that.

E.P.C.

ganisations who took
the time to attend the
workshop to share their
views and criticisms
with us.

Signed
NEWSGATHERING
COMMITTEE
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WE want to show you different types of houses where we as
workers are forced to live, As you can see, some of us live in drab
council flats, squatter camps, migrant hostels, farm houses and
what we call factory houses,

The housing conditions are very bad and cause many health
problems. Sometimes our houses are provided by the bosses,
such as the migrant barracks and the farm houses. Because the
bosses give us houses, they make us feel that we must accepl

anything.

But when we stand together and fight them, the bosses with
the help of the state are quick to evict us. In this way they make
sure that we toe the line. We live in the cheapest and worst type
of houses. We do not have houses to meet our needs, but the
needs of the bosses who make huge profits from our work, Why
should the bosses give us better houses when our only purpose is
I Wik for them?

Their costs are kept down by making sure that we have the
hare minimum. We onlv get houses because they need, healthy,
stable workers to keep the machines grinding day in and day
out. Decent housing is our right. It should not serve the bosses

| and a few privileged people
- G T PR T

—
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Zwelihle workers resist removals

He refused. When he movals,' The associa- o build more homes,

HOSTEL dwellers in The Zwelihle Resi- and by October the And their rejection : id BAAB that
Zwelihle near Herma-  dents' Association to  Zelihle Association told  of the Community Cou-  came home from work LN e Aed seeking i
nus are refusing to which most of the resi- the Bantu Administra- ncil was not too s00n, the following day, his they mtfl“ . 5:? Ff'- Many of them had
move  from  rooms dents belong immedia- tion that they no longer It wasn't long before belongings were outside e f' o }n ek Dre;i:- over the years improved
which many of them tely called a meefing accepted the Council, the councillors helped and the door was bol- cials from Flrum.u. their rooms - thc.}-.had
have lived in for more where everybody de- in farcing some of the ted. He was forced to dents to move put in new ceilngs,
th““_ “—_’ years cided not to move. The reasons they men to move, move to room 520. The remavils have floors  and d'ﬂﬂf_"fﬂ"?ﬂ
Their resistance to They also decided to  gave included the coun- since stopped. the walls. To move to a
the removals started in call on the Community  ¢il's opposition fo ex- Mr Richard -Mthotsi, And Mr Mthotsi was Residents resisting dingy room now Wwas
September last year  Council to explain what  tending the location as. 67, who has lived in  not the only resident the removals said they  ©ut of the question.
whc_n they ﬁl_ﬂ received it was doing ahout the well as not improving Hermanus for 25 veirs affected. A  number understand that fami-
notices  telling them problem. conditions as they had was told to move by maoved and then the liece are in need of Led by the Zwelihlp
they would be moved The Community  promised when they the Chairman of the assoclation stepped in  accommodation, Residents Association,
to make way for families Councillors did not rés=  called on residents to Community Council in calling on BAAB to put But they said the the people are "deter-
in need of homes. pond to their request  vote for them, January. an end to the 'i!ll:gafr:- solution was for BAAB mined not to move,
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HARDWARE & MOTOR SPARES
CARRINGTON AVENUE
ATHLONE, PHONE 67-3473

STOCKISTS OF HARDWARE,
MOTOR SPARES, DUCO
PAINTS, ETC.

gpEcites

®* ANTI THEFT BRACKETS FOR
CAR RADIOS R4 50

* 5 LITRE DUCO THINNERS R4,20
\_ OPEN MON-SAT 230 a.m, TILL 7.0.m.

With Complimenis from

Savers
Bazaar

KLIPFONTEIN RD.

ATHLONE RETREAT RD.
Ph. 67 4009 RETREAT
Ph. 72 1401
L e s — =S Sa=t]

FLYWELL TRAVEL
AGENCGIES

THE HOUSE OF
TRAVEL

107 5IR LOWRY ROAD

CAPE TOWN

PHONE 457070,
461866

482271,

. FOR ALL YOUR TRAVEL
ARRANGEMENTS.

. DO AS THE
PROFESSIONALS DO.

.----- | A ) [ (N N O AR =

ATHLONE
PHARMACY

YOUR FAMILY CHEMIST IN
ATHLONE

Dispensing and photographic chemists.

Stockists of Revion, Yardley, Lutsine
and all typas of cosmetics.

zE

Athlone City Centre,
Athlone 7764

Phone: 67 4737

S E——
_— e ——

“sed by

fl L,

pDID  YOU
THAT:

® An advertisement pu-
blished in Afrikaans
newspapers boasts that
the average expenditure
on each White child was
E310 a year as against
R91 for each Black
child.

® The cost of living
increased by nearly 16
percent last year, but
for lower InCome
groups it was up by
mare than 20 percent
and food prices increa-
nearly 30 per-

KNOW

cent.

If inflation contin-
ues at this rate, a per-
son who retired aged 65
last year on a pension

‘Electricity for all

“WHEN electricity
comes to Bishop Lavis
it must come for all'.
This is the feeling of
the vast majority of the
residents of the town-
ship.

The owners of the
township, the Citizens
Housing League, have
now given residents the
assurance that electri-
city will be provided.
When this will be done
is not known at this
stage.

The problem is that
certain sections of Bis-
hop Lavis will get lights,
while others will not.
The company claims
that all the people will
not be able to afford it.
This means that those
areas where people can-
not afford it, will be
excluded.

Surveys conducted
by residents in the
township have proved
this claim to be false.

The first survey in

LA fu'"r A f"

of BR300 per month will
find that pension worth
only REB in four years
time (Source: Mr Ken
Andrew, PFP candidate
in Gardens).

®* The Prime Minister
says: “We in the Natio-
nal Party need the sup-
port of reasonable and
rational people. The
message [ bring is add-
ressed to rational peo-
ple. Unreasonable peo-
ple will not understand
it.

* MNine people have
been found guilty in
the Langa Commissio-
ner's Court for being in
the Peninsula for more
than 72 hours without
PErMIission.

the szection known as
Riverton showed that
the average monthly ex-
penditure on alterna-
tives to electricity, such
as paraffin, candles and
gas, was R42,00.

A survey in  the
Greenlands area  puts
this figure at R46,00,

In both cases it is
more than double the
likely monthly electric-
ity bill.

“Electricity will save
us moneéy on our fuel
bill said a resident, ““This
money can go towards
food or other essentials.

“But it would be
terrible if only the
better off benefitted

from the saving that
electricity would bring.
We are all in the same
boat out here in Lavis
and we are determined
to sink or swim to-
gether,

Organising the sur-
veys in Riverton and
Greenlands led to the
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Their appearance fo-
lliowed an early mor-
ning raid by Western
Cape  Administration
Board officials on the
Langa Barracks.

* A pnew bus service
has been introduced
from Eureka Estate to
Mowbray,

The service is via
YWalhalla Park and Bon-
teheuwel. Subsidised
clipcards are available,
® The Teachers Action
Committee has called
for a bovcott of the
Republic Festival next
month,

TAC asked ~people
to recall the pain and
death of 1976 and the
tragedies of 1980.

establishment of Neigh-
bourhood Councils in
the areas with 60 street
committee represen-
tatives on each,

The surveys will also
be conducted im the
other areas, Ramsey,
Hillside, Gardendale
and Bergville, and it is
hoped that Neighbour-
hood Councils will be
established in these ar-
eas before the end of
the year.

An umbrella Ten-
nants Association will
be formed out of the
Neighbourhood Coun-
cils.

Another issue around
which the residents
plan to organise is that
of rents.

They  have been
faced with. four increa-
ses in the past nine
months,

In some cases rents
have risen by 100 per
cent.

MABOYS

ELSIES RIVER
PEOPLE'S

JOB LOT
CENTRE

MAD, MAD
LOW PRICES

® 43 HALT ROAD e

N
GARMENTS
BRIDAL WEAR®*DRESS-
MAKING *VEILS AND
CURTAINING _

ALSO SCHOOL UNIFORMS
MADE UP FOR
SCHOOLS.

®HALT RD., ELSIES RIVER

*KLIPFONTEIN RD,

ATHLONE
{opp. istrate’s Court)

TIW PAY LESS AT

EAETEH
SPECIAL _

MARGARINE

WEMBLEY MEAT MARKET

WEMBLEY LAUNDRETTE

WEMELEY BAKERY/CONFECTIONERS
WEMBLEY PACKAGING

WEMBLEY PHARMACY

WEMBLEY MARKETTE

WEMBLEY ROADHOUSE/TAKE AWAY
AND GLENDENE SERVICE STATION

BELGRAVIA ROAD ATHLONE.
PHONE 67-6501 AND 67-4384

YIS A MEAL
ON TS OWN®

©B@

SUPERMARKE
KLIPFONTEIN ROAD - ATHLONE

MMW"
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: ﬂl..IITE chearly | now remember that the
§ courtroom was packed that morning.
. Mama and my teacher came to testify to
¢ my good conduct and they left the room
. after sentence was passed. | remember cry-
" ing out to my mother as | was led down
= the steps beneath the court. Even now his
*words still ring in my ears: “You were
~ accused of stealing a bottle of cough syrup
. and you got off.” ““Yes sir, but my Grand-
. maother was very sick at home, coughing all
_ the time.”
*“You got off then, but | am afraid this
As | scrubbed the office floors, my
thoughts kept returning to that day. | tied
" the khaki doek tighter around my head as
. the wardress came towards me like a
goidier on parade. “Come on, come on,”
. she shouted, “You haven't got all day and
¢ change that water. Sies, maar jy is morsig!”

TRAPPED

| looked up at her but continued with
the same water as soon as she left., As |
_serubbed the cement floor my mind
gtrayed to the times | spent at the ‘big
hnum On Saturdays, when the late sun
ﬂmne on their swimming pool, the blue
water sparkled like diamonds. Sue and Jane,
tithe two young ‘mistresses’ of the house
: ‘always drank tall cooldrinks at the pool.
B Always relaxing, and having fun. Often |
+ would be taken in by all the luxury around
" and pretend to be one of them rich folk,
| Saturdays was always great fun for me at
L+ the big house’. Now | hate the place with
¥ all its so-called beautiful people and its
" beautiful surroundings when | compare our

" little Council flat to theirs.

"' Mama was what they call the Cook/
" General for this family for many years,
. . Ghe saw the two white girls grow into

. beautiful young women, the same women |
~ attended to at the poolside on sunny
. Saturday afternoons. However, | disliked
. their mother intensely, How Mama could
. tolerate her | don't know. She was very
" arrogant; would never greet us, and always

~ talked down to us.

: Mama loved the girls as if they were her
. own. A lot of her time was spent with this
family, too much timel My grandmother
kept house for us as Mama wanted to see
me through matric. She was forced, like so
many of us, into a job in which she was
trapped.

Thinking back now | realise she never
spoke- of my father and | never asked her
for fear of hurting her,

PRIVILEGED PEOPLE

; She would take me with her to spend
*  Saturdays at the 'big house’. I'm sure she
- wanted me to see how the privileged peo-
"~ ple lived, 30 that | too would become a
“lady’ like those two girls. Sunning at the
poolside in my cast-off bikini, | often felt
envious of them and always wondered how
s these people became so rich. Yes it all
' comes back now as | wipe the floor tiles till
my head feels dizzy.
~ At the pool that day the girls came aver
to me and | had to rub them with sun-tan
- lotion., We talked about our schools and |
. told them about my friends back in the
" Township, and what we did in our spare
tima, Soon it was time for tea and Mama
" came to call me to help her serve them. |
"~ pulled on my ‘Jeans’ and followed her to
- the kitchen where she fussed and wiped the
. cups and saucers several times for all her
~ worth.
ol "Don't spilll”™ she warned me as |
carried the tray to the patio. | placed the
tray on the wrought-iron table near the
pool and returned to the kitchen, | piled
my scones high with fresh cream which
upset Mama wvisibly: ““Goodness girl, if
. Madam sees that cream you won't hear the
. ond of it.”
- “Can we take some scones for Quma#?”’
“Here, hide these in the room. Quicklyl”
~ _ After tea | cleaned up, The girls came to
.+ the kitchen to ask Mama to press their
L -Jeans’,
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“Open the ironing-board. Quick girl!
Mama ordered me and later when they had
dolled themselves up they came to the
kitchen for compliments. Mama enthused
and told them unashamedly how beautiful
they wers,

“You two make me feel real proud,”
she said.

THEM AND US

They, howsever, did not even think of
thanking me for ironing their “Jeans’ and
left without saying goodbye. | thought
sadly of our intimacy at the pool and
realised that for them there is a limit to
closeness with us.

We sat in the servants (Mama’s) room

till supper-time. Mama rested for' a while.

on the bed while | laid at her feet, For the
first time she looked tired and worn to me.

“Mama, | don't want to come here any
more,"” | said. "It was different when | was
small but now | don't care for them any
more. | prefer my. friends at home. Why
must we spend tonight in this cold room?"”

““ou prefer that hole of ours to this?
You young people are so ungratefull Sue
and Jane like you very much. This is our
second home.”

“But | hate this place, There is nothing
here for me. I'll always feel out of place

here.”
“Look inside that wardrobe, There is a

parcel of clothes the girls sorted out for
you. Perhaps that will make you feel
better."

| took the parcel from the cupboard. It
contained ‘Jeans’, sweaters and a blazer
which caught my eye immediately. | tried
it on and posed in front of the mirror. |
slipped my left hand in the pocket and
immediately felt something hard and
heavy. | turned away from Mama and
looked at what it was. It was a heavy gold
bracelet with. many gold charms which
dazzled my eyes.

Quickly | slipped it back into the blazer
pocket.

“I'll thank them tomorrow, Mama."

That night | slept behind my mother's
back, but unable to sleep | kept thinking If
| should return the bracelet or keep it. 1've
never owned anything so beautiful -or of

r._tﬁ'ﬂﬂlltl

el

such value. They're so rich they won't miss
it]l What if the madam had put it there
deliberately to test me? |'ve heard that
sometimes they test their servants in this
way. Thinking that it was a possible trap
made me so restless, that | could not sleep.

Sunday | awoke with a headache, my
mind in torment, Perhaps if | returned the
bracelet they would reward me with a few
rands? | neaded some hardcover books so
badly! Finally | decided to return the
damned thing which immediately gave me
a feeling of relief,

| got dressed for home and went up-
stairs to say goodbye to Mama and to
return the bracelet. | found Mama picking
up their nighties, and even their panties.
They threw everything on the carpeted
floor.

“Bya, Mama. | don't want to be late for
church.”

“Bye, child,"” she pecked me on the
cheek and hurriedly went on with what she
was doing, hardly looking at me.

“See you next Saturday, Mama."”

When | left the gold bracelet remained
firmly in my pocket.

As | helped my grandmother dress for
church | said to her, “| won't leave you
alone again, Quma."”

That"s alright, my girl. Come let us go.
We don't want to be late for church.”

| had locked the bracelet in the side-
board drawer before we left.

As we sat in the pews, | knelt down and
prayed to be allowed to keep the bracelet.
I've never owned anything so beautiful.
After church, while my grandmother slept,
| took out the bracelet, The golden lucky
charms were beautiful — there were charms
of a horse, a bird, a fish, and s0 on; | was
thoroughly fascinated by the peice of
jewellery.

Monday morning | telephoned Mama
However, | was interasted to hear if they
had missed the bracelet.

| could not wear it to school. Someona
would surely ask where | got such an
axpensive gift. Also, everyone will want to
wear it. The girls at my school always wore
each other's rings and necklaces. | shall
have to find a hiding placel
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hy GLADYS THOMAS |

The next Saturday at the 'big house’ |
found everyone sulking and even the girls
tried to avoid me, This time they did not
invite me to the pool.

“What's wrong here Mama?’ | enguired.

“Thay're looking for a gold bracelet.”’

“Maybe one of the girls pinched it to
show-off to their friends | suggested.

‘I'M NO THIEF

“Madam says that it could never be one
of her girls, Now they suspect me and you
too | suppose. But | told master that I'm
no thiaf,™

| was glad to get away from the house. |
felt scared and visualized the police coming
to school to arrest me. At home, Ouma
soon realized that something was affecting
me for after a few days | became fearful
and nervous. | even broke a plate when
there was a sudden knock at the door. |
neglected my schoolwork. Now, even if |
wanted to, it was too late to return the
bracelet! Several times Quma shouted at
me during that week, "“What the devils
wrong with you, child!” i

After a week, coming home from
school, | found Mama at home with all her
clothes and things which she had at the ‘big
house’,

"WHAT'S HAPPENED?’

“Mama, why are you at home?* What's
happened

“They accused me of stealing that gold
bracelet and asked me to leave,” the
started to cry. Seeing my mother cry |
resolved definitely not to return it to them.

Later the police arrived with the ‘Mas-
ter’. They searched the house thoroughly
and found the bracelet in the drawer.

| can still hear my mother's pleas —
‘“What about her schooling, master. It will
kill her grandmother! Please she’s too
young for gaol.”

My mother begged and pleaded that day
but | remained unmoved by the situation.

“You don't know the value of the
bracelet. It belonged to my late mother.”

“Please | will do anything, but don't
lock her up.”

“But you don't realize the value of
gold.”

WRITERS 4

' THE VALUE OF GOLD
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Dear Grassroots, | was put
off from work and have
two children to support.
Its very hard to come out
on the lttle money | get
from char jobs,

The problem is that the
father of one of my child-
ren has stopped paying
support,

The father of my sec-
ond child has disappeared
and we haven't seen him
for two years,

What can | do to get
support? I feel that their
fathers should pay some-
thing.. Why must | be the
one to struggle alone?

Desperate Mother

You are right. It is as
much the father’s responsi-
bility to provide for the
children. This is a big
problem for single mothers
as many fathers refuse to
help support their child-
rem.

Perhaps you could
speak to the father first
and find out why he is not
helping. Maybe, the two of
you could come to some

agreement.
If this does not work,

parents are

responsible for support

yvour only option left is to
go to the non-support
office at the magistrate’s
court. A snmmons will be
made out to the father and
a date will be set for both
of you to appear in court.

The magistrate will rule
that the father pays a fixed
amount either weekly or
monthly depending on
what is suitable for the
father. The amount Iis
based on what he can
afford and your needs for
the child. If you are not
satisfied with the amount,
vou must make this clear
to the magistrate.

You and the Ffather
must also decide how the
payments will be made. He
can give the money to you
directly, or through the
non-support office at the
court. You must collect
the money at the court.

CHILDY'S RIGHT

Many single mothers do
not want to go through all
this trouble and are ofien
scared of appearing in
court. Remember, it is
your child's right and it is
also the responsibility of
the father to help raise his
children,

Since the father of your
second child has disap-
peared, the only thing that
you can do is to go to the
police station and report
that he is missing. If the
police have not been able
to trace the father after

HP: can seller
repossess goods?

three months, they must
give you a letter stating
this.

You must take this
letter plus your identity
papers and the birth cer-
tificate of the child to the
Administration of Colou-

Dear Grassroots, | have
read your article on the
Hire Purchase Act and

Be smart this year:
Wear Student Prince
Super Schoolwear.

»
&

| S

UDENT

RINCE

<

S.A.B.S. Approved schoolwedar.
Shoes unconditionally
guaranteed for 6 months.

2ne

VALUE FOR MONEY

wonder whether you
could advise me on my
problem.

My husband bought
certain  furniture on
hire-purchase,

He lost his job and
was unable to pay the
instalments, The fur-
niture was taken back
and my husband was
summonsed o appear
in Court to pay the
balance.

Can they take the
furniture back and re-
quire my husband to
pay the balance?

MRS JACOBS

Your Husband has
the right to retumn the
goods and cancel the
hire-purchase  agree-
ment,

The Seller must have
the goods valued and
give you credit for such
amount.

The Seller can then
hold you liable for the
balance and sell any
other goods belonging
to your husband to
recover the balance.

The Court cannot
make an order against
your hushand to pay
the balance off.

The Court also
cannot order that your
husband’s employer
deduct the amount
from his wages.

The Seller other
than recovering the
amount from your hus-

membars of maetings.

have all been ringed,

SPONSOT.

manth).

New method of keeping
residents informed

THE Lotus River and Grassy Park Residents Asso-
ciation has adopted a new method of informing

They have had an attractive-looking calendar for
the first six months of the year printed.
On the calendar the monthly general meeting dates

Members, if they wish, can also ring the dates of
- other meetings — such as thosa of sub-co tees

on which they serve — on the calendar.
The cost of printing the calendar was met by &

It is estimated that the calendar saves the
ciation several hundred rands in postage costs (assum-
ing that they had to post mesting notices

Page 12

red Affairs. In the case of
Africans, you must go o
the Department of Co-
operation and Develop-
ment. The only condition
is that the child must be st
school if hefshe is of
school going age, and
under 18 years.

This is a long process.
Do not get despondent.
You pay sales tax and
PAYE. This money goes to
the government. It is your.

money that you are asking
for.

You also say that you
have been put off from
work. If you have payed
unemployment, you must
take yvour blue card to the
labour bureau and draw
your unemployment
money,

band’s belongings,
cannot force vour hus
band to pay the balance.

Sir, I bought a car from
a garage. The owner of
the garage puaranteed
the car for a month or
1000 kilometres.

Two weeks after [
had the car and while °
the car did less than
500 kilometres, the en-
gine seized up.

When | approached
the garage, the owner
pointed out a clause in
the Hire-Purchase Ag-
reement which read ©
that the car was sold
“Woetstoets™, He re-
fused to honour the
guarantee., What can
| do?

A DANIELS

The clause in the
Hire-Purchase  Agree-
ment to the effect that
the car is sold “Voets
toets™ or “as is" is in-
valid and the dealer
cannot rely on it.

You can call upon
the dealer to repair the
car and if he fails, yon '
can cencel the hire-
purchase agreement and
demand the repayment
of the deposit on ten-
dering the return of the
car to the dealer.

It is suggested that
you complain to the
Motor Industry Fede-
ration and if you do
not receive any satis-
faction you consuli a

lawyer.
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“ESTHER was |1 vears
old when she started to
pet asthma. That was a
few months after she
had measles. It is one of
the most frightening
things to watch your
child struggling for
breath."

Mrs Peters told
GRASSROOTS of their
family's struggle with
an asthmatic child.

“The worst attacks
glways started at about
four o'clock in the
momming — just when i
wis impossible to get
her to a doctor.

“A few times we had
o get the ambulance to
take her to Casualty de-
partment for an inject-
jon. The day afterwards

gshe usually had no
energy to po o school™

FRIGHTENINCG

Esther is now a heal-
thy looking voung wo-
man. We asked her whe-
ther she remembered
those hard fimes

“It was wvery tough
— egpecially for my
parents who sat up with
me many nights. | still
wonder how | managed
io pass my exams at
schonl, 1 used to feel
scared when 1 felt an
attack coming on. And
1 dreaded the sporls
period at  school be-

cause | waz too shy to
ask permission
out, 50
usually had a
chest.™

ta  sil
aflterwards |
tight

HOW TO BEAT
ASTHMA ATTACKS:

BE PREPARED

Asthma ustally
caused by an d.ih.‘l’g}" Lo
plant pollens, feathers
of pets. But the com-
monest Ccause 15 ]1|'.'|'|..IHJ:'
dust  which contains
thousands of very tiny
mites, about one third
of a millimetre long,
which are invisible to
the naked eve. These
mites are found every-
where people are found.
Bedding and upholstery
are particularly full of
them. A great deal can
be done to free a house
from mites or dust.
Interested readers can
write to GRASSROOTS
for a sheet with specal
instructions.
LEARNED HOW TO
COPE

Esther's health has

improved a great deal
during the last lew
yvears. She will pro-
bably always be an
asthmatic but she has
learnt how to cope with
the condition and how

to look after herself.

She would like o
gshare some of this
knowledge with

GRASSROOTS READ-
ERS — many of whom
also suffer from asthma.

“I've learnt that it is
gasier to prevent attacks
than to itreat them. |
now use my special
pump three times a
day, as ordered by my
doctor. In the past |
was scared o use a
pump, but now | Kknow
that it is much safer

SUPERMARKET MEAT MARKET CASH STORE

PHONE 67-2510

PHONE 67-2129

THE MODERN FOOD STORES

PHONE 67-2129

KLIPFONTEIN RD., RYLANDS ESTATE, ATHLONE

than tablets when used
correctly. 1 have to col-
lect my pump monthly
at the hospital and am
careful never (o go any-
where without 1t, A
sudden change of
temperature can cause
my chest to tighten.
Therefore 1 always
carry a jersey or scarf
in my bag — specially
when the South Easter
blows. It is not always
possible to avoid harm-
ful things. My family
are very helpful and
will never smoke inside
the house, This is of-
course quite different
when I travel by bus . .
if only people realised
how  difficult  they
make life for others.”

WHAT TO DO

Esther very seldom
gets an asthma attack.
MNow that she knows
what to do she doesn't
panic as before. The
best thing te do 5 o
take your medicine or
pump in good time.
Then sit down at a
table, lean forward on
vour folded arms or a
pillow and concentrate
on your breathing as

Try to breathe in slow-
ly by mainly using
vour belly muscles and
madriff, breathing when
your chest is clear and
then you will know
how to do it in cases of
emergency, An asth-
matic really has to take
every cold and flu to a
doctor. We asked Esther
why this is necessary.
Infections can make
asthma much worse and
should be treated
before it turns into
bronchitis.™

Esther seems to have
learnt a lot about help-
ing herself and knowing
when and where to find
help. Readers with asth-
ma problems can write
to her at GRASS-
ROOTS.
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TTODDS TYPEWRITING
SCGHOOL & TRAINING
CENTRE

'PREPARES PEOPLE FOR THE
BUSINESS WORLD OF TODAY
AND TOMORROW

Learn with the latest methods and equipment in air-
conditioned camfort, full-time day and evening classes
available 2nd, 3rd & 6th Floors, Ledger House, Aden
Avenue, Athlone Phone G7-9040
2nd and 3rd Floors, Campwell Centre, 56 Halt Road
Elzies River Phone 98-T7425
Mitchells Plain Town Centre. Mitchells Plain
Phone 62-9329

FJOJOJD
FIAL I IR

BAKERY &
TAKE AWAYS

ALL FOODS
STRICTLY HALAAL

 OPEN 7 DAYS
A WEEK.

512 A LANSDOWNE ROAD
LANSDOWNE
PHONE 71-7901

GAS REFILLS
AT GUT PRICGES

ELECTRONICALLY FILLED
{NO UNDER OR OVER FULL)

No 3 R1.06

No7 R2.49
No 10 R3.49 | 14kg R10,00
20 litre parafiin  R7 79 | 19kp A13.45
Cooker Attachments from R4,50

DAILY GAS DELIVERIES TO: BISHOP LAWIS,
VALHALLA PARK, ELSIES RIVER & UITSIG

Okp
13kg

R6.49
R9.60

SPARES-REPAIRS+INSTALLATION SERVICE

ocas galore @

JANELLE

SERVIGE CENTRE

RETREAT ROAD, RETREAT

PHONE 722072

UALITY PETROL
ERVICE
« REPUTABLE WORKSHOP
« EGONOMICAL
SERVICING & SPARES

SEE YOU THERE!
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Ti=ER JACKET
WERY Serce SUI

% 3999

FREE scrHooL cARDiGAN

WTH GIRLS
CORDUROY DRESS

10,99

KITCHEN FRILL

Hﬂ'i
gg-.r.c.- mﬂ-

GDHDﬁN STORES

36 HALT ROAD, ELSIES RIVER.

Ot

|

PITH

E loEs COTTON KNIT
EI{J RT

mﬂfﬁ*ﬁﬂﬁ?

ol

SaEES 4O g g

? LADIES GABERDINE
SLAaX

OTK FaR

8.99

kg WeSTE

FROM
149...

3 MK, DROP CURTAINING
HE TomS, kW8 PATTERM M ACHUME,

8ee 8,99

SALE NOW ON

MACHINES * EXTENSION
GRINDERS * JIGSAWS

ROUTERS *
SCREWDRIVERS

SANDERS

{ELECTRIC] -
WHEELBARROWS * WHEEL PULLER

7 Parkfair Centre,
Lansdowne Road
Lansdowne.

LEADS =
®  KANG

* SAWS

LMITED SToOr » FIRST COME FIRST SERVE = EXCL. S.5T

BLOCK AND TACKLE ® CONCRETE MIXERS ® DRILLING

GEMERATORS ®
0 HAMMERS ®

LADDERS ® PLAMERS * AOTARY HAMMERS (DRILLING) *

- CIRCULAR ®

WELDING UMITS #

GOMING SOON TO MITCHEL
EicTusiviage
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SINCE last vear the
South  African  Alled
Waorkers Linion

(SAAWL) has been or-
panising workers at the
Wilson Rowntree sweet
factory in East London.

lhis has been a great
uphill strugele,

Mot only has the
management refused (o
negotiate with the come-
milles which WaEs
democratically elected
|::.' the workers. but the
management alse tried
to bring in the Sweet
Workers Union and im-
pose it on the workers,

They were clearly
hoping to underming
the organisation of Wil-
Wilson Rowniree wor-

kers in SAAWL, the
union of the workers'
choice,

DISPUTE

In October 1980,
ihree workers at Wilsan
Rowniree were asked
to repair a broken belt
in a machine they were
working with, They
were later reprimanded
for damaging the mac-
hine.

They were told
never o repair any
faulis of that nature in
any machine in the
future.

Only fitters were Lo
be allowed to repair
such faulis

On February 9, a
night shift foreman in-

structed thess three
workers (o repair a
similar fault. The wor-

kers reminded the fore-
man about the repn-
mand they had received
in October, They asked
him to give them
written authoniy o do
the repair, to avowd

possible trouble about
1.

After some argu-
ment the three wWorkers
were dismissed,

The companv's grie-
vance procedure  was
ignored by the foreman
and SENIOT Wilson
Rownitree management
staff in dismissing these
workers

After this,
in ather depariments
started being dismissed
because of the same
ISELE .

lhese

workers

dismissals
were also carried ouwt
without paying atién-
tion to the company's
grievance procedure,

By now 300 Wilson
Howntree workers have
lost their johs. Violence
has erupted belween
newly employved wor-
kers and the 500 dis-

missed workers, and
three workers are in
hospital as a result of
this.

REACTION

The East London
workers have called for
support

They have resolved
1, to demand that the
Wilson Rowntree

Mmanagement review
its decision and fe-
instate all the dismas-
sed workers uncon-
ditionally

2, to  approach their
VArOWIS managements
and request them to
write to the Wilson
Rownirég managem-
efit stating the wor-
kers® deploration of
Wilson Howntres
management’s high-
handed action.

al solidarity call

3 to boyeott all pro-
ducts manufactured
by Wilson Rownitree,

4 to decline to handle
any raw materiak
delivered o Yilsos
Raowntree

5. to approach their
various  wnions to
support the sirugghk
of the Wilson Rowns
troe workers by what-
ever means at their
disposal,

A call for national
solidarity support hag
come out from SAAWL,
“On behall of the des
missed workers of Wil
S0 Rowniree, wWe
appeal to other workers
and all organisations in
South Africa to suppord
those workers in their
struggle by whatever
means at their disposal,

‘WE HAVE PAID FOR HOUSES’

AFTER & series of
meetings at street con-
mittee level residents of
Dceanview have decr-
ded to go along with
the Divisional Council’s
affer to allow them to
buy their homes.

But they have done
g with some feluctance.

Mast of us have been
living here and paying
rent for more than 10
vears and feel that we
have more than paid for
these houses already,™ a
resident explained.

The houses are being
gald for betwesn R4 000
and B5 Q0

Repayvments are over
30 wyears and residents
will end up by paying
ghout RI10 000 once
interest is included.

BARGAIN GIFT
BOX Bl])(

COR. GEORGE &

KLIPFONTEIN ROADS
ATHLONE 67-4933

13a Woolworthe Areade

Mitchells Pls
PHONE 62-920

PRE-EASTER SALE

SPORTS
BAGS

R2,99

PRIMUS
STOVES
R6,99

Silent/noisy

ATHLOME CITY CENTRE
KLIPFORTEIN RD,
ATHLOMNE

What is forcing the
people’s hand, however,
is the fact that the
repayments will be far
lower than the rent
being paid at present.

For instamce a resi-
dent paying E41 rent

would only face a
monthly instalment of
E23 should he decide

tor buy his house,
Said a resident: *“If

I had am alternative [
win Ld think twice
about buying here be-

cause of the isolation of
Cceanview.

“This isolation is be
coming unbearable and
it i destroving the
character of the vouth,

I'he wyoung people are

terribly frustrated

“The only time they
get out of the township
is when they go to
work.

"They can't go out
at night — even to night
school
last  bus
Hoek for Oceanview at
930 pm.™

bhecause fhe |
leaves  Figh

LANSDOWNE
TEL. 71-0164

] FOR ALL

l

CONTACT US FIRST

ARRANGEMENTS
. ORGANISED TOURS A
SPECIALTY
. SAVE NOW - FLY LATER
. FLY NOW PAY LATER

. ALL FACILITIES
AVAILABLE

L'S PLAIN

=1 - —

nts of -

FOUR SEASONS TRAVEL AGENCY

2 PARKFAIR CENTRE
LANSDOWNE ROAD

YOUR TRAVEL




GRASSROOTS has suc-

cessfully run a survey In

two communities. To-
gether  with  replied
from the questionnaire
i our last issue we have
gt much feedback
from the community —
ihe real prassrools.

The two communi-
ties  surveyed — were
Lotus River which has a
strong and established
eivic  association and
Mapenberg which has a
younger and less estab-
[ished civic.

Here are the results:

DOES GRASSROOTS
GET OUT TO THE
PEOFLE?

The answer is yes. For
Manenberg three times
g5 many people have
read GRASSROOTS
tham one would expect,
For the number of
copies going there each
wwe we ‘find that
GRASSREOOTS is read
three times more wi-
dely. Readers have read

A MEETING was held
recently by the Social
Service Workers® Assoc-
| | iation (S5WA) about
the R21,00 registration
fee that social workers
have to pay to the
Councl] for Social and
Associated Waorkers
This Council 15
governed by  Act of
Farliament, and social
workers must regisier
if they want to work as
social workers
Social service wor-
kers, are angry that
ihey have to pay this
fee to the Council as
they see it a5 a means
of controlling them.
A service worker
sud that “'we have not
asked for this Council,
gnd now they are
asking us to pay R21,
What are they going fo
do with our money?*
Many service wor-
kers have not  paid
the fee and are finding
that they have been
scratched from the role
and cannot work as
social workers. Others
have wniten (o the
.Enun-:iJ asking what the
money will be used for

DISSATISFACTION

The meeting, which
was attended by abouf
fiffy social service wor-
ktrs decided to  cir-
culate a petition stating
their dissatisfaction
with the registration fee,

Az this Council will
in future register people
employed in the social
srvices who are not
social  workers, the
msociation  wants (o
know whether such
workers will also have
to pay a registralion
fee.
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copies of Grassroots.
For Lotus River four

times as many people
have read GRASS-

REOOTS than one

would expect, Readers

have read an average of
four copies of GRASS-

ROOTS
About three people

ifi each house where it

15 read, read GRASS-

ROOTS.

This shows
things:

1. GRASSROOTS is

getting out to the

people!

The people are pas-

sing on their copies

after readingthemiIn

Manenberg 356 per

cent pass their copies

on and in Lotus River

69 per cent).

3, Where the civic Is
stronger more people
read GRASSROOTS
and get it through
the work of the civic
members.

HOW DO THE

three

Fed

| Social Service
Workers unite

Al this point, we
do not even know who
the associated workers
will be and this Council
15 In existence a wyear
already,” said one of
the members of the
association, The petit-
ion is being circulated

at all social service
organisations, many
people  have already

sipned it
The association is

urging people to sign it. §

The petition 15 part of a
campaign to take up
the issue of registration,

The SSWA was star-
ted during the bovcotts
last vear when people
began to feel that there
was a need for service
workers to be organ-
1sed,

CHILDREN

"The school children
have showed us how to
stand together," said a
member at a one-day
stav-away meeting last
Wear,

The stay-away was
was organised in protest
against the detention of
fellow social service
workers,

It was the first time
that service workers
unmited around a com-
mon issue in this way,

It was at this meet-
ing that the basis was
laid for the formation
of the association.

The 55WA s open
to all persons emploved
(including wvolunteers)
in the social services
such as, creche workers,
those emploved in child-
ren’s homes, homes for
the aged, the handi-
capped, welfare organi-
sations and community
health.

PEOPLE GET GRASS-
ROOTS

Half the people in
both areas buy it from
other people. In Lotus
River about a quartér
have it delivered (o
their door.

In both areas readers
would like to buy the
paper from prupi:" i
busy areas or af their
doors. In Manenberg
peaple  prefer  busy
areas, while in Lotus
River people prefer
buwving it at their doors.

WHAT SORT OF
PEOPLE READ
GRASSROOTS?

In Manenberg 3/4 of
the readers are workers,
The tenant areas of
Lotug River are the
same as Manenberg. In
the home ownership
areas of Lotus River
more people (one in

five) read GRASS-
ROOTS.
So it seems that

people read

many

GRASSROOTS SURVEY:
THE PEOPLE SPEAK

GRASSROOTS, In
Lotus River it seems
more home owners
thamn tenants redd
GRASSROOTS,

WHAT DO THESE
PEOPLE THINK OF
GRASSROOTS?

Manenberg and the
tenant area of Lotus
River thought that
GRASSROOTS and all
its different parts were
good, The home own-
ers in Lotus River were
more critical,

The most
news for Manenberg
and the tenants of
Lotis Biver was worker
news, but for Lotus
River home owners the
most popular news was
civic news.

popular

The home owners
were more critical of
the comics than the
others, but ewven the

‘We did not ask
for this council’

The aim is to unite
service workers under
one organisation rep-
resenting their needs
and concerns

The association will
fake up issues affect-
ing wapes and work-
ing conditions of ser-
vice workers, problems
in providing services
such as, diserimination
in grants and pensions,

WORKSHOPS

Further, workshops
will be held o expose
issues of concern and io
ENCcOUrage SErvice
workers to become
more actively involved
in taking up 1ssués N
their places of work
and the communities
where they live,

The association has
been slow in getting off
the ground, part of the

reason 15 that the mem-
bers are scattered all
over Cape Town.

A member of the
association sad:  “Dur-
ing the boycotts we
have had preat support,
but now it requires
hard work {o get people
involved,”

Issues  have been
taken up to build the
organisation,

Te bring more
people into the organi-
sation especially, those
people who are not
professionally  trained,
the association 15 con-
ducting a survey to find
out what the wages and
working conditions are
of its members, “*In this
way we hope to build
our organisation and to
improve ourconditions™
taid one of the mem-
bers of the association.

workers had some cri-
frcism.

Many people, ag
many as 1/d in hoth
areas, could not re-

member the advice page
well enough to com-
ment. But here it was
mainly the home owners
who were critical.

The workers in both
areas who remembered
these pages thought
they were good.

WHAT DO PEOPLE
THINK OF THE LAN-
GUAGE?

Absolutely everyone
thought that the paper
wasg easy to read and
understand.

They were all happy
with the language.

WHAT ABOUT THE
PRICE?

3/4 of the people
interviewed thought
it was fine, but 1/4
thowght that it was too
low!

VOLUNTEERS TO
HELP DISTRIBUTE
GRASSROOTS?

Almost half of all
Lotus Eiver readers
interviewed wanted to
help get the paper out,
ey all wanted to do
this for free, They saw
it as a service to the
community, Three
quarters of these people
were happy to  sell
GRASSROOTS door to
door in their area or
place of work.

The rest wanted to
sell GEASSEOOTS ina
busy area like outside
4 shopping area or
station at rush hour,

S0 we know that —
I. GRASSROOTS gets

out to vou, the
reader,

. The average reader
likes what we write.
3, Theére are many peo-
ple in the community
who want to help us
get the paper to even

more people.

Help us and help the
community find out
more about itselfl by —

Pil-.“-?lﬂﬂ. ET-HE-E"HTIE

on when ¥ou are

fimished.
B [stributing it
yoursell,

Al the GRASS-
ROOTS evaluation wor-
kshopon 21.3.81
we had & chance of dis-
Cussing some Criticisms
and suggestions with
community nepresen-
tatives. This, together
with the survey results,
will help us produce
better Copies that
pecple like even more
in the future.

We thank vou all in
the community for
helping us find out ex-
actly how we can serve
you better and for
spending your free time
ENswering our quest-
ions.

Footnote: If there is
anyone who reads the
paper and who wanits to
join in the distribution
effort, phone 43-2117
to arrange to do so,

L ¥}
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THE PRINT SHOP

BUSY CORNER, 5th AVENUE,
GRASSY PARK
Phone: 72 3845

For All Your Printing Bequirements
Stationery — Bookshop

JAFFERS MOTORS
VICTORIA ROAD, GRASSY PARK
Phone: 72 8269

Service Station & High Class
Workshop Repairs

ANNETTE
SHOES SALES

c¢/o COMET &
KLIPFONTEIN ROADS
SURREY ESTATE.

FOR THE CHEAPEST BEST QUALITY
SHOES COMPARE OUR  PRICES

SAFETY

COMES FIRST AT

MOSES & SONS

RETREADS AT PRICES YOU CAN AFFOROD

JOHNSTON RD = ATHLONE
PH. 675096

We are proud to be
the printers of
GRASSROOTS

Let us assist you
in your
print requirements!

Specialists in

« Wedding Cards & Invitations
Sports Brochures
Magazines & Publications
Rubber Stamps
Colour Catalogues
Photo-Typesetting

ESQUIRE PRESS (7’

where quality is the key-word

Hein Road, Athlone Industria
Phone 67-1260/1
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SCHOTSCHE KLOOF
Civic Association star-
ted its Annual General
Meeting on 24 381
divided but ended n
unity and with renewed
enthusiasm.

The Association be-
came divided at a pre-
vious general meeting
when a former Coloured
Representative Council
(CRC) member was co-
opted onto the Exe-
cutive Committes, He-
cause of this two exe-
cutive members dis-as-
sociated themselves

MONEY SAVING

HAMPER 7
R47,95

HAMPER 2
R11,95

QOFEN DAILY

Schotsche Kloof
rejects GRC member

from the association.

At the AGM it was
recalled that the assoc-
iation had a policy of
non-collaboration with
any body that sup-
ported separate develop-
ment. This included the
CRC and management
commitiees. Yarious
people from the floor
expressed their support
for this wncondition-
ally.

The commitiee was
declared defunct. An
entirely new executive
committee was elected

oy MARNERAR'S

HARDWARE & SUPERMARKET
C/O 4TH AVE. & RETREAT RD. RETREAT

PH. 721201

HAMPER 1
R8,95

MONEY SAVING
HASSLE FREE

H AMPERS

to deal with the grie-
vances of the people.
The meeting resol-
ved that the new com-
mittee should do every-
thing im its power to
solve the problems of
the community. These
problems include high
rentals, lack of facilities,
poor maintenance, The
resolution gives  the
commaitiee the right to
plan any form of act-
ion that will reduce or
solve the problems of
the people of Schotsche
Eloof.

DETAILED LIST

OF HAMPER CONTENT
SUPPLIED WITH HAMPERS

HAMPER &
R38,50

HAMPER 4
R28,50

EXCL. GsT
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BBSK:

per tenant on the average for a year
towards maintenance. To put in a
lavatory pot costs us R43,00.(laughter)
We would also like to point out to this
delegation that temants in Divisional
Council areas, Port Elizabeth, Durban
and Johannesburg City Council ten-
ants pay for maintenance themselves.
It is therefore not unreasonable for us
to expect Cape Town lenants fo
do the same.

We feel that this argument does not
make much sense to us. How can the
Council not have enough money when
millions of rands have been spent on
white elephants such as the Cape
Town Civic Centre and Good Hope
Centre. Could this money not have
been used to pay for maintenance? If
so0 much money is being spent on
maintenance and repairs, we see very
little of this in our area. Our guestion
is, what is being done with our mo-
ney?

COUNCIL:We can only agree to look into the

BBSK:

matter. The government has refused
to increase the rents so that we can get
a bigger maintenance allowance. This
leaves us with very few options.

Tenants could pay for internal repairs
to their houses. This would include
outside doors and windows,

If this is the case, we want to make il
clear that we refuse to pay for internal
repairs to our houses. Already our
standard of living has dropped so
much, This is an extra financial burden
that we will have to bear. We simply
will not have enough money to pay for
repairs.

COUNCIL: Well, maybe we should think of other

BBSK:

ways of solving the problem. But, we
wa;u to let vou know that a lot of
damage is done wilfully by tenants and
we will not pay for that type of re-
pairs,

Our survey showed that because of the
poor quality materials which have
been used to build these houses, a lot

Fage 16

Gouncil
meets BBSK

of repairs and maintenance is needed
because of wear and tear. It is nor
simply a case of willful damage. There
are many tenants who have had to pay
for repairs which were not their fault,

COUNCIL: We will look into the matter, that’s

BBSK:

all that we can say at this stage. We do
not have the funds.

We would like to state this quit
clearly that we will refuse to pay fu
repairs ourselves, there must be a sats
factory solution to this buming issee
If the Council cannot afford to fool
the maintenance bill, neither can the
tenants. The government would be in
the best position to do so.

COUNCIL: We can of course make this requesd

BBSK.:

from the government. Our position isa
difficult one. To get more money we
would have to increase rates. The
would make the ratepavers unhappy,
Or, tenants could pay for intema
maintenance,

We are not prepared to do so.
If tenants cannot pay for repairs them
selves, then we will leave,

COUNCIL: Well, at this point we are left with

EBSK:

only one option. We will leave the
maintenance position as it is at the
moment and use what little money we
have to do the most urgent and
necessary I'l.'i'.l.'lll"j_

This seems like a better solution to our
problem. But we want Council
know that a poor maintenance service
can only lead to slum conditions. We
are sure that this is not what cound
wiants.

Our major concern is that the preseni
lease is not changed.

Langa families evictel

MORE than |20 peaple

where they stayed for a are now left with no Frances Cultural Cen

DRAPERS & TEXTI have been evicted from I'-\'"f—_“”'-"' _ accommodation in Langa while the
LES the Main Barracks at _ Ihe people full Aboult &0 women had moved into
— Langa  because  the families, including wo- .4 children who were st ot
JUST UNPACKED Western Cape Adminis- men and children evicted from the bar- ﬁ.,mhcd ta 5[_.,:,1,
tration Board says they moved into the bar- L ,.be  recently, are rian’s Anglican Chund
are in the area illegally racks last August and being housed in the St in Langs
pg & SUITS However, the people L
# INDTAMN PRINT DRESSES. TO argue they have a right A
be in the area and
M R27.99 _ to
i:g"r’LENE DROPS 70 cm 1o 150 cm blame the Board who
®

promised them houses
when they were moved
from places like Hout
Bay and Table WView

Empty
promises

From page I

TRE.
OMNLY 99c PER ME ”
. SPANISH DROPS 25U cm TO 300 cm FRO

R4,99 PER METRE

GATTSVILLE SHOPPING CENTRE TEIL

CORNER HOUSE KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE
TEL. 874005

&7-1340/1

yvoung man, said:

*In the past many
lelegations have gone
to Council. Many of

them have come back
with promies, Most of

New subscription rates

these promises have g

never been fulfilled.” %A, AFRICA OVERSEAS
b SN e INDIVIDUALS ~ RE00  R10,00

E:?énquﬁ;' ”w}" -;aLx; INSTITUTIONS  RI12,00 R15,00

will not apply to us.”
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GRASSROOTS PUBLICATIONS

PO BOX IHI ATHLONKE 7760
PFLEASE PRINT

ROSMEAD AVE., CLAREMONT  PH: £1-9020 Ty TR
Grassroots Communiry
Newsletter is published by
Grassroots Publications of
328/9 South West House,
Shortmarker Streer, Cape

Town S00F.

This Newsletter is printed
by Esquire Press (Pry) Lid.
of Vanguard Drive, Athlome
Industria, from artwork
supplied by Grassroors.

BIGGER, BETTER, BRIGHTER
LARGER VARIETY

NOW OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

Mame

Addiess

TAKE-AWAYS, BAKERY, FRESH FISH, BUTCHER

ONE STOP SHOPPING - LONGER HOURS
LATE NIGHT SHOPPING EVERY NIGHT

Postal Coge
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