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POLITICAL
organisations, la-

bour and business
should meet regu-
larly to forge an
economic  policy
that delivered both
justice and growth.

This was agreed
by a group of 25 top
businesspeople, aca-
demics and ANC
delegates to a recent
three-day confer-
ence at Lake Con-
stance organised by
Idasa and the Fried-
erich Naumann
Foundation in West
Germany.

Missing, unfortu-
nately, were dele-
gates from the trade union movement, who
were unable to attend at the last minute.

MNevertheless, debate was honest and en-
thusiastic, encouraged perhaps by the
beauty of the southern German spring and
the epq:u.t.n.ul.lr backdrop of the lake.

The early stages of the discussion saw
some ideological posturing and knee-jerk
reactions to the mention of certain “key”
concepts. But consensus was reached early
on that a non-racial, democratic political
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nomic restructuring.

From the outset there was general recog-
nition of the link between economic privi-
lege and political power - and of the fact that
in South Africa there has been a large in-
vestment in infrastructure while the devel-
opment of human resources has been
largely ignored.

ANC researcher Tito Mboweni empha-
sised the “gross internal, regional inequali-
ties”” which need to be examined.

basic needs of the
people would be
met, how to ensure
the South African
economy fitted into
the international
setting and how to
deal with trade poli-
cies, balance of pay-
ments and exchange
rates.

“We need an
economy that will
be productive and
that will break
down the barrier
that exists between
the two South Afri-
cas,” he said.

Stellenbosch Uni-
versity economist
Servaas van der
Berg described how
South Africa had
become poorer since
the mid-1970s. In
the last 15 years, the South African gross
domestic product had declined by 15 per-
cent per capita. In real terms, South Afri-
cans were back at their 1969 rates of gross
domestic product.

In 1988, 44 percent of South Africans
were unemployed. This figure was likely to
reach 50 percent by the end of the century,
he said.

Vast amounts of money were needed for
an attempt towards parity in the amounts

Economy justlce AND growth

system would be meaningless without eco- Thought should be given as to how the To Page 4
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Town r."'.;'lrl'l.- in May between the govern-
ment and the ANC, which resulted in the
joint Groote Schuur Accord, produced a
number of statements from both sides
which gave rise to real hope for freedom
and democracy in South Africa.

The gquestion now is whether both the
ANC and government can deliver the goods
in terms of those principled public commit-
ments.

By Barry Streek

There seems little doubt that the South
Africa of tolerance is what President F W de
Klerk and Mr Nelson Mandela intended by
their various statements.

But the aftermath of the Groote Schuur
negotiations, with the AWB boasting about
its commandos and training camps, the
gruesome murder of two black people in
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tinuing violence in Natal and the wide-
spread concern in the black press about the
use of violence and intimidation against
opponents, was not encouraging.

It may have been too soon for the mes-
sage from the talks to have sunk in among
the people, but those developments demon-
strated that both the government and the
ANC face a serious and difficult challenge
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DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA's goals are:

® To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to reject
apartheid and discover an
alternative thatis non-racial
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

o To assist people to accept

and work for a post-apart-
heid society as a way of allay-
ing their fears.

¢ To mobilise the skills,
knowledge and experience
of all those who can assist
the communities in the crisis
areas of South Africa.

® To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find demo-
cratic solutions to South
Africa’s problems.

@ To assist in creating a cli-
mate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial

and democratic South Africa.

IDASA Offices

HEAD OFFICE:

Hill House, 1 Penzance Road, Mowbray,
Cape Town, 7700 (Tel 021-473127; Telefax
477458)

WESTERN CAPE: & Faircape House, Orange
Street, Gardens, Cape Town, 8001 (Tel 021-
222150; Tebefax 237905)

JOHANNESBURG: Fifth Floor, Norvic House,
93 De Korte Street, Braamiontein, 2107 (Tel
011-4033580/1/2/3; Telefax 3395301)
PRETORIA: 203 Hatfield Forum, 1077 Arcadia
Street, Hatfield, 0083 (Tel 012-3422335/6;
Telefax 3421926)

DURBAN: 1206 Sangro House, 417 Smith
Street, Durban, 4001 (Tel 031-3048893; Telefax
J048891)

PORT ELIZABETH: Fourth Floor, Standard
House, 344 Main Street, Porl Elizabeth, 6001
(Tel 041-553301/2/3; Telelax 522587)

EAST LONDON: Third Floor, Gladstone
House, Gladstone Street, East London, 5201
(Tel 0431-430047; Telefax 438682)

Opinions expressed in Democracy in
Action are not necessarily those of
Idasa.

EDITORIAL

Constructing

economic

THE socio-economic conditions under
which the majority of South Africans live
cast a long shadow over the present talks
about talks. They also put the current de-
bate on nationalisation, privatisation and
the redistribution of wealth into the cor-
rect perspective.

The central issue is how to redress the
historic and genuine grievances of those
who have been systematically discrimi-
nated against and whose position is now
desperate.

Some figures illustrating the differ-
ences in income, living standards and
benefits from government expenditure
between black and white tell a grim

story.
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IT |S these and other stark facts which

led Sam Mabi, deputy editor of the
Sowetan, to say in a recent address: “The
blacks are angry, | am angry, and no
amount of talk is going to satisfy us.”

The majority of blacks are illiterate or
semi-literate; they have been excluded
from political institutions and in large
measure from the “free enterprise sys-
tem”. Black perceptions are shaped by
chronic homelessness, unemployment,
poor education and inadequate health fa-
cilities. In the new climate their expecta-
tions are high.

Socio-economic pressures have serious

justice

and far-reaching political implications,
particularly for the African National Con-
gress, who have entered into discussions
with the Nationalist government.

If the ANC cannot deliver, in the short
term, some measure of relief to those who
form the larger part of their constituency,
then they will lose support to other or-
ganisations which are totally opposed to
negotiation politics.

Instability will be the inevitable conse-
quence and nothing frightens away for-
eign investors faster than a country in the
grip of instability.

It follows that a far-reaching debate on
restructuring the South African economy
is not only necessary but for moral, eco-
nomic and political reasons, it is inevi-
table.

A number of seminars, workshops and
conferences have taken and are taking
place involving the business community,
leading economists and members of the
ANC. This is all to the good - there can’t
be enough of them and they must be
broadened to include the widest possible
representation. But this in itself is not
enough.

THE ANC has been challenged to put
together a much more comprehensive
and clear economic policy which goes
beyond the Freedom Charter and the
Constitutional Guidelines. Fair enough.

But the onus is not only on the ANC.
The business sector in particular has a
clear responsibility. If nationalisation is
not the answer, if privatisation has merit,
if socialism is discredited, then clear al-
ternatives must be offered which address
the socio-economic problems which are
the legacy of apartheid. We are in this to-
gether - but how to reach consensus on
this urgent challenge?

One opportunity for innovative and
creative pro would be for the ANC
to transform their economic study group
(which will be preparing an economic
policy document in preparation for their
conference on 16 December) into a
commission which would take evidence
from a wide cross-section of interest
groups.

If they could be persuaded to take this
route it would prevent their findings
from being cast in stone and would possi-
bly lead to meaningful action which goes
beyond the rhetoric which so often char-
acterises debate on all sides.

Alex Boraine
Executive Director



Reprehensible
tactic

IN DEFINING the state of unrest in
Matal in your April issue, lan Liebenberg
and Shauna Westcott quote a joint working
committee of Cosatu and the UDF opining
that it is “‘essen-
tially about In-
katha's desire to |
maintain its sup-

To bolster this
view, e a Natal University aca-
demic, John Aitchison. However, in the
same article it becomes clear that Aitchison
has close ties with Cosatu/UDF, in that he
has presented a memorandum on their be-
half.

In its hey-day as an apartheid apologist,
the SABC used a similar tactic. Their doth-
tongued correspondent, Cliff Saunders,
would broadcast government

In the same issue of Democracy in Action,
Van Zyl Slabbert states that “ldasa must
seek to provide a forum for resolution (of
differences of competing political organisa-
tions) without becoming partisan.” Further-
more, my dictionary says that democratic
means “insisting on equal rights and privi-
leges for all”.

In a recent issue of the Weekly Mail, a
UDF combatant in the Natal war was de-
scribed as being happy when the opposi-
tion area’s houses were ablaze, Surely such
actions also lead to loss of property, possi-
bly of life, and are likely to create refugees?

Some observers have suggested that the
unrest is about the UDF g to knock out
other political parties. tever the truth
may be, surely a non-partisan, democratic
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publication should allow both sides in any
conflict to state their case.

Finally, regarding the question of who
gains from continued conflict, it is sug-

gested that the only party to gain (in the
short term) is the South African govern-

ment. Alternatively it could be argued that
continued conflict renders it harder to lift
the state of Emurgﬂnri:..

It has been stated that the emergency and
the question of po-
litical prisoners are
| the two criteria
| to be addressed be-
i fore the United

Keith Martin
Claremont
Antediluvian
ravings

ALH‘DST exclusively the articles in
your newsletter air the ravings of antedilu-
ric unfortunately blurs the debate about
real solutions that stand any chance of solv-
ing apparently contradictory aspirations in
South Africa’s future economy. I would like
to make a small contribution and refer to
your March 1990 edition.

Joe Slovo’s mutters in defence of commu-
nism (“if it wasn't for that man Stalin™)
misinterpret The Economist to lend credence
to the utopian dream. Whatever socialism
has produced it has been rejected by those
ordinary people subjected to it.

Indeed, as Eastern Europe attempts to
pull itself out of its economic quagmire by
invoking capitalism, a major hurdle is the

To Page 18
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Toe vat Die r (en later ook Rapport)
sommer vir Vliokkie aan. Erg on omdat
die Minister van Wet en Orde so sagkens
met die AWB omgaan, skryf die koerant dat

probably hang on to his London home,
though!
~So much for trying to plan the economy.

When in Germany . ..

German beerhalls may never be the same
after a recent visit by an ldasa group. Un-
able to sit still to the rousing sounds of an
compah band, one delegate leapt to his feet
and toyi-toyied to the delight of all.

- Now that's putting some oomph into the big
brass.
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Aubrey Dickman (Anglo American), Ronnie Bethlehem (JCI)

and Tito Mboweni (ANC).

Growth AND justice

From Page 1
spent on black and white social pensions,
education and health services.

Expectations were generally too high, he
said. Blacks expected to receive amounts set
for whites and whites expected to receive
grants that were not commensurate with
South Africa’s resources.

“We have to talk about restructuring the
whole thing. We cannot talk about duplicat-
ing any of the existing white services,” he
said.

The conference agreed that foreign capi-
tal was important, for the simple reason
that South Africa did not have sufficient
gross domestic savings to finance a quan-
tum growth in jobs. There was also concern
over the decline in South Africa’s industrial
base and the general lack of skills.

“South Africa is the only de-industriali-
sing industrialised country,” said Stellen-
bosch University academic Colin McCarthy.

Although there was agreement that both
economic equity and efficiency were
needed, there was a difference in opinion

on the need for a “trade-off” between the
twio.

This notion, introduced by Sampie Ter-
reblanche of Stellenbosch University, holds
that a choice has to be made between, on
the one hand, equity and access to opportu-
nities, and on the other, efficiency and eco-
nomic growth.

Mot all delegates shared the optimism of
ANC economist and planner Vella Pillay,
who suggested that additional funds would
become available once the apartheid system -
with its duplication of structures and facili-
ties — had been abolished.

The centrepiece of ANC policy should be
the mobilisation of South African labour
power and energy, he said. “There is no
reason why we should not have the trans-
formation that makes South Africa the pow-
erhouse of Africa.”

Pillay also raised the issue of land and
the need to address the question of achiev-
ing a balance between the urban and rural
areas. He said the abolition of the Group
Areas Act and the Land Act would do noth-

Sampie Terreblanche (University of Stellenbosch) and Vella

Pillay (ANC).

ing until prices were brought down.
University of Cape Town academics
Francis Wilson and Dennis Davis stressed
the enormous land hunger that existed. One
sible solution was for the state to allow
small holdings to be established outside the
major urban areas.

DHAW|NG the conference’s attention

to some of the more practical aspects of
politics and economics, Tongaat-Hulett
chief Chris Saunders said, somewhat pro-
vocatively, that politics was about power
and economics about profits.

In the light of figures which showed
South Africa has the highest Geni co-effi-
cient (the sharpest contrast between rich
and poor) in the world, it was natural that
black leaders should set a high priority on
narrowing the gap.

Saunders said that any government was
faced with two problems: the re-distribu-
tion of wealth and the need to consider the
time scale - what was relevant for the short,
medium and long term.

Cosatu: Searching for a produc

By Gary Cullen

CGS&TU is considering a policy pack-

age to transform South Africa’s economy
from a high cost, low wage, low employ-
ment econmy to a low cost, high wage, high
employment economy,

So said Alec Erwin, a member of the
Cosatu economic trends group, in his ad-
dress to the second “Future Forum" hosted
by Idasa in Durban in April.

He said there was increasing agreement
from all quarters that the South African
economy is in need of restructuring. The
economy is beset by serious structural prob-
lems which are reflected in low growth lev-
els, serious problems of unemployment, a
housing shortage, a poor educational sys-
tem and excessive wealth inequalities.

According to Erwin, the question is “how
should such a restructuring take place and
who should initiate or lead that restructur-
ing”". This, he said, was where one began to
get considerable disagreement.

Cosatu’s view is to concentrate on restruc-
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turing the productive capacity of the econ-
omy and to place less emphasis on the role
of the state.

He said that the key to this strategy was
the manufacturing sector. The task being to
turn around from a high cost, low wage,
low productivity situation, to a low cost,
high wage and high productivity scenario.

This should be done according to a stra-
tegic plan where certain industries would
be developed jointly by the state, private
capital and the trade union movements.
This would be designed to improve produc-
tivity, reduce relative costs and make, “cer-
tain selective industries more competitive
on international markets”.

The strategies to effect this change
needed to include an investment policy, a
policy to increase employment levels, a
strategy for technological development, a
manpower training policy, education policy
and patterns of land usage.

Turning to the role of the state in the re-
structuring process, Erwin said that Cosatu
was not preoccupied with nationalisation,
but was rather looking at a package of poli-

cies. However, if restructuring was to be ef-
fected over the next five to 15 years, nation-
alisation would have a role to play. He ar-
gued that state industries or services should
remain nationalised.

Citing the example of electricity supply,
he said the particular history of South Af-
rica was such that electricity had been sys-
tematically denied to many black areas.
Given the present income structure, if the
supply of electricity was left to market
forces, the vast bulk of those who presently
do not have electricity would remain with-
out. There were already townships where
the electricity grid had been laid but where
residents could not afford the connections.

The road system was cited as a similar
case. In the past, the major roads have sys-
tematically skirted the black areas. If the
provison of roads was privatised, this im-
balance would remain or even worsen be-
cause only the profitable roads would end
up being maintained.

The state, Erwin argued, needs to main-
tain control over services such as health,
education, electricity, water, transport and



“The re-distribution of wealth must be
given priority. However, there are conflict-
ing opinions on how to do it in a time pe-
riod that will satisfy people . . . if you have
a democratic government with elections
every five years, then the government has
five years in which to produce sufficient re-
distribution of wealth.”

Saunders added that business should
spend less time telling Nelson Mandela
about the pitfalls and more time telling him
that five years was enough time to secure
re-election and introduce re-distribution.

Offering his summary of the discussion,
McCarthy said there was a clear necessity
for co-operation between the different

ups in South Africa. Labour, the govern-
ment and business would need to embark
on more discussions. Trust and mutual re-
spect needed to be developed. The public
good would be served only if the bona fides
of each side were accepted.

He added that the cost of experimenta-
tion was high. While doctors buried their
mistakes, economists tended to get off scot-
free when they offered poor professional
advice.

“The outcome of bad economic advice is
worse than anything one can contemplate.
Unemployment, instability and poverty
have a high social cost,” he said.

Among the practical suggestions offered
during the last session of the conference
were tax system revisions and the invest-
ment of pension funds in social reconstruc-
tion.

Dave Geary of Investec/Metboard sug-
gested that if five percent of the pensions
industry (currently valued at about R130
billion} was channelled into the develop-
ment of housing, some R6,5 billion would
be released to help meet immediate needs.

Sue Valentine is Publications Assistant
with Idasa.

e solution

telecommunications as instruments of pol-
icy to redress the inequality of living stan-
dards. Nationalisation beyond this point,
such as in regard to the mines, was a point
of debate in Cosatu. It may make no sense
in that the present levels of state income
through taxation may be the maximum that
can be demanded. On the other hand, he
sai.d that there was a strong feeling that the
erated by the industry could
never I:u! e ively used while the industry
remained in the hands of the four or five
conglomerates which presently dominate
the economy.
Erwin said this view held that the record
of these conglomerates showed an inade-
quate commitment to social need before
Eﬂmht and that the mining conglomerates
d been the major exporters of capital over
the last 10 to 15
Whichever was the most appropriate
approach, Erwin made the point that re-
sources generated in the mining sector
would need to be more equitably and effi-
ciently utilised inside the South African

To Page 19
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Nationalisation: reaching
beyond the rhetoric

By Sue Valentine

THE thorny issue of nationalisation was
discussed by conference delegates at length
in what at first appeared to be a “debate of
the deaf”.

Although no agreement was reached,
progress was made insofar as delegates
moved away from the extreme stereotyping
that has characterised exchanges between
the two “sides” thus far and started listen-
ing to each other.

ANC researcher Rob Davies stressed that
he was not authorised to make specific pro-
nouncements on ANC policy. However, he
said nationalisation was only a small part of
what the ANC was looking at.

ANC thinking was not committed to pu-
nitive action
through nationalisa-
tion. Any interven-
tion in the economy
would take place
through legal and
constitutional
mechanisms. “We
are not motivated
by revenge,” he said.

“Our watchword is
affirmative action.”

Nationalisation
was likely to be em-
barked on when it
contributed to re-
structuring the
economy and meet- |
ing the needs of the
people, but as yet A
nothing could be
spelt out as to what
would be included in the state sector, he
said.

“The general view is that the major utili-
ties should remain in state hands. We see
the utilities as having a major role in redi-
recting the economy. We don’t believe effi-
ciency is improved by privatisation.”

Davies said the ANC opposed recent
moves by the South African government to
privatise public companies. Such action was
unacceptable and any privatised enterprises
would be subject to re-nationalisation in the
future. However, the ANC's belief in a
mixed economy approach implied that
whatever sectors were promoted by the
state, space should also be left in the econ-
omy for private capital.

Anglo American Corporation’s Michael
Spicer reacted to the “unknown” dimen-
sions of ANC policy, saying that certainty
was needed if foreign investment was to be
encouraged.

He said the curse for the South African
economy would be if foreign investors were
left unsure about developments in the coun-
try and thus adopted a “wait and see’” ap-
proach.

Anglo American economist Aubrey Dick-
man said there was a ment on the prob-
lems facing the South African economy, but

the reason the right sort of growth had not
occurred was that the market was distorted.
He said if business did not meet the needs
of the people it would not survive. It could
not afford to go in for experimentation.

The all-important first year in a post-apart-
heid society would be critical for the new
government which would be expected to
deliver the goods, said Dennis Davis.

To do this a stable, socio-political environ-
ment was needed. He said the double bind
in which South Africa was caught up - the
need not to threaten investment by nationali-
sation, but the simultaneous need for a just
system which would avoid an explosive
break-up caused by the socio-political condi-
tions in society — had to be confronted.

JCl economist Ronnie Bethlehem said

r'-."
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Pieter le Roux (UWC) and Dennis Davis (UCT).

business had to acknowledge the “legiti-
mate” concerns of the ANC - that the insis-
tence on privatisation by business could be
interpreted as a desire to strip the state of
economic leverage, or a strategy by whites to
perpetuate apartheid by shifting it to the
private domain.

He added, however, that from a liberal/
conservative view, there was disillusionment
over the role of the state and its ability to
intervene beneficially.

“We must persuade people to withdraw
from the notion of conflict between the state
and the private sector. It is an alliance. Only
through the growth of the South African
economy do we have any chance of meeting
the needs of the country,” he said.

Offering a summary of the discussions on
nationalisation, academic Colin McCarthy
quoted Milton Keynes saying the short-term
was important because in the long term
we'll all be dead!

Short-term results were important, but
how the economy would or should be ad-
justed in a politically democratic South Af-
rica remained a question. Equally important
was the need for the development of skills.
Steps and proposals were urgently needed
to address this problem, which was the re-
sult of long-term neglect.
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NEGOTIATIONS

Can they deliver the goods?

From Page 1
of transforming the situation which is con-
ducive to a successful negotiation process.

The opening sentence of the Groote
Schuur Minute makes this clear; “The gov-
ernment and the ANC agree on a common
commitment towards the resolution of the
existing climate of violence and intimida-
tion from whatever quarter, as
well as a commitment to stabil-
ity and to a peaceful process of
negotiations.”

This statement was abso-
lutely clear: Vicolence and in-
timidation “‘from whatever
quarter” must stop - and both
the government and the ANC
have committed themselves to
achieving this.

That praiseworthy position is
easily stated, particularly after
three days of discussions, but
can the two parties deliver? Can
the government stop right-wing
intimidation and transform its
methods and structures, par-
ticularly if the security forces,
s0 that anti-apartheid groups,
including the ANC, are con-
vinced that it is really commit-
ted to stability and peace?

Can the ANC control the
young braves in the townships? Can it es-
tablish an above-ground mass organisation
which is able to instil an acceptance of the
need for disciplined political action? Will
other groups do likewise?

In reality, the replies to these important
questions can only be given in the coming
months when their public commitments
and intentions are put to the test on the
ground.

Fortunately, however, various statements
during the Groote Schuur talks and the
joint press conference afterwards left little
doubt about the intentions of both parties.

“Our ultimate goal is a new, democratic
dispensation for South Africa and all its

people,” Mr De Klerk said at the start of the
talks,

Mr Mandela added that the discussions
were the first time in 78 years that a truly
serious meeting took place between the
ANC and a succession of white govern-
ments and they indicated “the deadly
weight of the terrible tradition of a ‘dia-

F W de Klerk and Nelson Mandela address a press conference
on the steps of Tuynhuys belore the start of the talks

logue’ between master and servant which
we have to overcome, in order to establish a
culture of peaceful, democratic and genuine
debate, discussion and negotiation which
should be the hallmark of the political proc-
esses of a free, peaceful and stable South
Africa”.

At the end of the discussions, Mr De
Klerk stated that it had been the govern-
ment’s goal to improve the climate for ne-
gotiation.

Mr Mandela said he believed the ANC
and the government were the main players
in the search for peace.

“But the ANC has never claimed to be
the sole representative of the black people

in this country.

“We recognise the fact, which we have
stated over and over again, that there are
other interested parties in this regard and it
would only be proper at some stage to seek
their views on the important question
which we have been discussing over the
last few days."”

He also explained: “The ANC
has on countless occasions em-
phasised the importance of tol-
erance in the course of our po-
litical work.”

However, the ANC was in a
totally different position from
the government and other po-
litical parties because it had
been banned for 30 years, expe-
rienced leaders had been forced
into exile, others had been
thrown into jail and some were
dead.

“You must remember that
many of the youth who are ac-
tive today were born during the
last 30 years, when the organ-
isation was illegal and when
there was nobody to explain the
policy of the organisation.

“Now that the organisation
has been legalised, we have
considered it to be our duty to
stress the question of discipline, the ques-
tion of tolerance and 1 think we are getting
support from our membership,” he said.

This spirit of democratic practice and tol-
erance was present in all statements made
during the Groote Schuur talks.

THE challenge now for Mandela and De
Klerk is translate that spirit into action and
show that they are really able to take the
majority of South Africa with them.

If they are not able to deliver the goods, it
will not only be disastrous for South Africa
and the future of democracy in the country,
but disastrous for either or both of them.

Praise for ANC professionalism

By Nic Borain

THE early Cape Town winter rains showed an unusual gener-
osity when t lited briefly for the first African National Con-
gress rally held in South Africa since the unbanning,

After the chaos of the Mandela Release rally and in the un-
friendly cold and damp, only 30 000 or so faithful turned out on
Sunday April 27 at an open field in Mitchells Plain,

The billing was weighty. Joe Slovo’s red socks and Eastern Cape
uncle’s accent struck terror in some of Cape Town's fainter hearis.
Alfred Nzo, the secretary general of the ANC, spoke ponderously.
The man of the moment, Nelson Mandela, put in a cameo appear-
ance to distance the ANC from one of the flood of dirty tricks pam-
phlets purporting to be issued by the ANC and, amongst other
things, advising black men that they can be cured of Aids by sleep-
ing with Indian women.

But this rally was more important for how it was run than for
what was said.

There was much justifiable anger at the quality of organisation at
the Release Rally. There was no adequate crowd control prepara-
tion, the sound didn't work, the audience was made to wait for
hour upon sweltering hour in the sun, the marshals were poorly
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organised. It was sheer luck that this explosive mixture was con-
fined to the small tragedy of limited looting and police shootings.

So at Mitchells Plain a lot of critical observers were waiting to
see if the liberation movement had learned any lessons.

[ have never been to a more professionally run public gathering.
The search at the gate, carried out by an earnest young ANC mem-
ber, could not have failed to reveal the smallest weapon - even Mod-
esty Blaise and Willy Garvin couldn’t have smuggled in a knife.

The speakers were separated from the perfectly behaved crowd
by reels of barbed wire, a pre-cast wall and a high platform. The
sound would have done a Wembley concert proud and the mar-
shals worked like well-drilled soldiers.

Democracy in Action correctly criticised the organisers of the Re-
lease Rally. It is only fitting that the ANC should be warmly
praised for the professional handling of their first official rally in
the country in 30 years.

Of course it is sad that the kind of measures they took are neces-
sary. The long-term solution will have to take the form of a raisin
of a general democratic consciousness so that the thugs who loot
shops at the earlier rally either change their ways or come up
against an impenetrable wall of popular condemnation.

Nic Borain is Idasa’s Regional Director in the Western Cape.



INTERVIEW

By Shauna Westcott
THE South African govern-

ment should disarm the white
right wing immediately, says
ANC Western Cape interim
commitiee member Cheryl
Carolus.

In the absence of such firm
action against violence and in-
timidation the whole negotia-
tion process could be set back -
even wrecked - by situations like
the current mayhem in
Welkom.

(M equal concern to the ANC
1s the situation in Natal, where
the overlap between Inkatha
and the kwaZulu police necessi-
tates similar swilt action on
Arims.

Condemning the govern-
ment’s selective response to vio-
lent behaviour, Carolus said it
was “very disturbing” that
Minister of Law and Order
Adnaan Viok emerged smiling
trom a meeting with Eugene
Terre’Blanche, and sayving noth-
ing about active steps to disarm
a maniac element.

“If it were our people run-
ning around with guns in para-
military style they would have
been dealt with very differently.
Black people have been shol for
much less,” she said.

Asked whether she was opti-
mistic about the negotiation
process itsell, she said that she
was “"hoping” rather than
“hopeful”.

“I'm hoping that we'll be able
to see the process through without losing more lives and sulfering
more destruction to our country.

“The tact that talks have happened means that politics in South
Africa has actually changed. There's often a tendency to say
nothing's changed’. | think that's toolish. One must make accurate
assessments to be able o wage struggle appropriately.

“There has been a significant breakthrough - but the cost! The
lives lost, the hatred built up, the suffering — merely to get to the
point the ANC has been calling for for decades. We are hoping that
betore the next move we do not have to go through the same meas-
ure of death and destruction.”

Among the next “moves” is disclosure ot the report of the joint
ANC-government working group charged with making recommen-
dations on a definition of political offences, time scales, and the
questions of indemnity and the release of political prisoners.

Asked when public consultation could be expected, Carolus
noted that both sides had to report back to their executives but
added: “"We feel it has to be spon.”

The ANC had insisted on a deadline for completion of the report
(May 21) because they felt the question of political prisoners had to
be addressed as a matter of urgency.

“There have been promises from the government since February

2 but little delivered. The few releases there have been have been
nlmnsl cynical, almost a slap in the face,” she said.

Turning to the major political task of building democracy,
Carolus said it was a question of “opening up our structures for
people to join™.

“"We are going door to door in all our branches, we are staffing
information booths in :r.lmpping centres, we are -;ll.‘|=.‘]!l‘l-."'!-i':ri[1j,.', lescal
karate clubs (she laughs), we are bringing out pamphlets = but that's
not enough.

“We are looking at the possibility of an ANC daily newspaper.
More than that, we want to fight for democratic control of the
SABC. It is a national resource, paid for with our taxes. We should

Carolus

Disarm right
wing now, says

CHERYL CAROCLUS: black people have been shot for much
less

have access to it. We are deter-
mined to engage in that.”

She said the ANC was com-
mitted to the principle that ne-
gotiation could “"not happen
over the heads of the people”.

The process of constructing a
non-racial, democratic South
Africa had to be understood
and owned by all South Afri-
cans, This could not occur with-
ot proper l‘l]l'l.hl.lllq!lil.'lnl‘l, and
time for this would have to be
built into the negotiation proc-
55,

It was up to the people, to all
South Africans, to engage in
this process, to insist on in-
volvement and consultation, so
that “when choices and the nec-
essary compromises are made,
they will feel them to be their
own'’,

This right to be included ob-
viously extended to opposition
groups like the PAC.

"Wu don’t feel threatened by
other ideas,” she said. “It's im-
portant that South Africans are
able to make informed choices,
That’s been the very basis of
our struggle. So the PAC has a
right to their views and to
propagate them. We don't feel
we are losing support to the
PAC.

“"Our commitment to finding
a political solution is one shared
by ordinary South Africans. I
we can minimise losses, we
must. This does not mean that
we have to compromise on our
goal of a just peace. Ordinary
South Africans don't like apartheid and don't see counter-racism as
a solution.”

ON THE question of the relationship between the ANC and
other organisations, Carolus quoted UDF leader Dullah Omar, who
observed that “the ANC is clearly the best vehicle for securing the
transfer of power; our mass organisations are the best vehicles for
safeguarding people’s power”

She said a crucial lesson accessible to South Africans from other
struggles was “the importance of having structures independent of
the government, where people can continue to put their own needs
on the agenda”.

Women's organisations, for example, have their work cut oul for
them, and ves, she would describe herself as a feminist (not a bour-
geois feminist).

“People are far too defensive, feminism has been given a bad
name”, she said. “Feminism doesn’t mean being anti men. Only
sexist men leel threatened by teminists. | am completely undeten-
sive about the fact that sexism pervades all aspects of our lives, in-
cluding our {}rg.'!nir-atiuna, :.md [ am committed to opposing it as
actively as | oppose racism.”

Asked to comment on the “extremism” that certain people are
fond of ascribing to the youth of South Africa, Carolus sprang to
their defence.

“I think it is very unfair on the youth that they are made out to
be this mad rabble when in fact they are the ones who have made
the most and bravest sacrifices in bringing this country to its
senses. They are the ones who have taken up arms in our defence.
Eighty percent of the people detained have been young people.

“They perhaps more than anyone else are conscious of the might
of the state and would have a realistic attitude to peace. They've
been robbed of so much. We see in them a determination to build a
lasting peace, and not to settle for half measures or a quick fix."”

Shauna Westcott works in the publications department of Idasa
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lI"’ul|:'.:.l'.|.|'|"|l'|E"‘-l Taking Up The

Challenge™ was the title and
thae my il a uuthhu;‘ for
women convened pintly by
ldasa and Koinonia in Iuh.]n
m=burg in May
This theme generated a vig-
orows lite force of its own dur-
ing the course of the weekend
az the ) participants deter-
mined their own priorities and
strategies lor attaining the type
il ;nhl-.llurlhrul South Africa
they envisaged
The women participating in
the workshop were nol the so-
called “"high-profile” business-
women, soctalites and opinion-
makers, In the main they were
the strong threads in the tapes-
try from which the new South
Africa will b woven: mothers
and homemakers, bank clerks,
domestic workers, secretarnies,
film-makers, church commitiee
members. Among them were
South Atncans of lahan, Leba-
nise and Portuguese descenl
and an “ex-Rhodesian™ deter-
mined not o repeat the mis-
T,‘Ihl"- ol thq.' FI..'l\I
lin Bivaks bdivesn nu"l'Lh-I'h!p'-
and at moments of intense dis-
cussion, a range of different lan-
guages broke through the com-
municating language of English
- Portuguese, Sotho, Afmnkaans,
Tawana'! FEach participant
brought her own set of values

Bea-ing there!
Bea HGBEHTE, tabove)

pined the Border office as re-
gwonal co-ordinator in Apnl

Bea graduated with a BA
Honours from Stellenbosch
where she was actively in-

volved in the implementation ol
a Nusas local committee.

After two vears in the audio-
visual section at the University
of Fort Hare, she feels a strong
commitmint to working in the
Ciskei/Border area. “Living
here has been a tremendous
education,” she said. 'l am re-
ally looking forward to working
for ldasa in an environment so
politically charged and so
physically beautitul.”

B

REGIONAL FOCUS
Women’s workshop soars beyond all expectation

Tahlng up tha challanga Alina Dlhuha Lisba Vosloo, Olga Chalunda and facilitator Sandra
Drower.

cultural and political prefer-
ences = ANC, DP, Inkatha sup-
porters, they were all there.

In moments of anxiety pre-
ceeding the first meeting of all
the participants, organisers and
tacilitators antiapated the worst
possible scenanio of alienated
groups of women refusing to
talk, share rooms - or o hsten!
The outcome couldn’t have
been more unexpected

Dhisagreements about sanc-
tions, education. nationalisa-
tion, hospital stnkes, Inkatha's
role in the Natal violence and
the right of domestic workers to
organise evolved through a
process of open, respectiul lis-

| tening and discussion to a posi-

tion of agreement and compro-
mise. Particpants who dreaded
sharing rooms with one another
became friends and commitied
themselves o mamntaining con-
tact alter the workshop

The faciltators - social work-
ers from Wits Universaity, Con-
cerned Social Workers and the
SA Black Social Workers' Asso-
clation - emerged from each ses-
st with EXPTessIOons Fanging
from disbelief to wonder

How was it possible that
women with such disparate
views could reach common
ground so willingly, so easily?
But this is what the lIdasa

Koinonia w:lrkhhup showed:
that South African women, no
matter what their roots and in
spite of the varving degrees of
discrimination o which they
have been subjected, desire a
common future in which
women speak with a common
VOiOE.

Iml'wujuﬂil}' amd oollixctively,
the participants of the work-
shop recognised that as South
African women they have a
unigque and indispensible con-
tribution to make to the new
South Africa.

Melody Emmett
Regional Co-ordinator

Starting the learning curve

“MGST constructive and

enlightening” was the repeated
comment from 14 white teach-
ers of the SA Teachers Associa-
tion at the end of a weekend fo-
rum on education with nine
black colleagues from the Na-
tional Education Union of
South Africa (Neusa) in Port
Ehrzabwth

The programme for the weck-
end was divided between dis-
cussaon of the causes of the edu-
cation crisis in South Africa
and, looking to the future, re-
quirements for reaching the
most weal education svstem.

Seven areas were identified
by the teachers as chiefly re-
n;mn'-.uhh.- ior the current crisis
in education.

Firstly, it was believed thal
current emphases in curriculae
were incorrect and would have
b change. "As we adapt to the
future,” it was said, “we have
to reassess the past.”

Current financial appropria-
Hons were seen (o be a second

contributing factor. Lack of dis-
cipline, the third factor, was
traced back to the deprived so-
cial environments of mosl
scholars. Fourthly, training ol
black teachers seemed misdi-
rected because when teachers
were faced with the practical
teaching environment, very few
oo theear ..lu.]l.nn-d skills -v:ul.lid b
applied, owing to the deplor-
able lack of facilities and
enormous pupil-teacher ratio

Rt'l.hliun-hlpt with educa-
tiwomal authorities were seen as a
hith cause of crisis. The sooner
these authorities realised that
their responsibility was to build
the spirit of teachers and pupils,
rather than destroy it, the
sooner these relations would
improve

Determining the educational
needs of the nation was the first
arca that provoked a great deal
of discussion.

While all agreed that a single
education system was para-
mount, there was no consensus
as o what this system would

incorporate.

In the end, agreement was
reached only on the question
that future education was o be
for a new nation and one South
African culture had to be
striven for, without necessarily
smothering existing cultures

The final focus of attention
was on the need Tor alfirmative
action in order to redress depni-
vation. “Were whites merely
trying 1o equalise the situation,
without giving any attention to
the imbalances bualt in by the
apartheid system of educa-
thon ™ woimeone askoed

One of the discussions which
raisedd this question was that of
white schools being opened to
all races. While the prospect of
making this decision was
clearly causing much “angst™
the white community, hi.h.l».
teachers felt that such a move
would not even scratch the sur-
face in the quest for solving the
crisis in black education.

Keith Wattrus
Co-director



'SOUTH AFRICA
IN TRANSITION

A CONFERENCE CONCERNING YOU AT THE
EASTCAPE TRAINING CENTRE PORT ELIZABETH
JUNE 21-23

hile government and its political opponents are locked in “talks about

talks , ldasa in Port Elizabeth will host a conference that will offer you

the chance 10 examing specific issues about South Alrica in the process ol
transition.

Whether it be education, economic justice, civil liberties, local government, the
judicial system or the media which interests you — come along and participate in the
debates which aflect all South Africans. _

International speakers will talk about lessons of transition from Eastern and
Southern Europe and Latin America, while speakers from the fronthine states will
articulate the experiences of Mozambique. Zimbabwe and Namibia. B

Newspaper editor Ken Owen will debate with “Terror™ Lekota of the ANC on ciwil
liberties and Roland Hunter will cross swords with Brian Kantor over the realisation
of economic justice in our society. An ANC national executive member will offer, for
the first time in South Africa, the organisation’s perspective of future political
development. A conference nol to be missed? We would agree! To secure your
place, register before June 14. Air fares and hotel accommodalion are being
subsidised, 50 attendance at this historic conference might cost you less than you
anticipate,

FOR FURTHER DETAILS, CONTACT MAX MAMASE OR KEITH WATTRUS AT (041 55-3301.

THURSDAY JUNE 21 Ken Owen (edilor, Busingss
18M5 Welcoming Address E:;Lhup 3
. Ersu;}Fhilippu Schmitter (Btanioer) Transition and Economic Justice

“Lessons from transition in Eastern Prof Brian Kantor (UCT)

and Southern Europe and Latin Roland Hunter {Planact)
America” 16h00 Tea
19065 ANC execulive member I6h30 Panel discussion (in plenary
session)
Transition and Education
FRIDAY JUNE 22 17000 Panel discussian (in plenary
08h30 Prof Andre du Toit (UCT) $€55100)
“The mechanisms of ransibon and Transition and Civil Liberties
those apphcable to the South 1730 Panel discussion (in plenary
Afnican situation 5&5500)
0SRI5 Lessons of Transition — Transstion and Economic Justice
Mozambigue (speaker 10 be 18800 Closure
anngunced) Evening Iree
10800 Tea
SATURDAY JUNE 23
essons of T -
o lz'mhih: ranson 09n00 The Eiuitsﬂmlﬂ:nm:mry
:ﬁ m Transition — Namibia m‘iﬁxﬂswﬂ"” e
Pa ussion 0985 A governmenl response
S e s BT (Speaker to be announced)
Panelists: — 10830 Tea
Prof Peter Vale (UWC) _ 11800 Workshop Session
SA memunt foresgn atfairs Workshop 4
spokesperson (1o be Transition and the Judicial System
announced) Advocate Jac Yacoob (Natal Ingian
Internal MDM spokesperson (10 be Congress, execulive member)
announced) {Dther speaker 10 be announced)
13000 Lunch Workshop 5

Transition and the Med:a
Zwelakhe Sisulu (editor, New Nation)
(Other speaker 1o be announced)

14hD0 Workshop Session
Three concurren! workshops will
take place; lwo speakers will

deliver 31:: mmntul PIF?FE nhi:h lo 13000 Lunch

serve as loundations lor the 14h00 Panel discussion (in plenary session)
workshopping that follows. Transition and the Judicial System
Workshop 1. 14h30

Paneldiscussion (in ?lun ary session)

Transition and Education Transition and Local Government

Ihron Rensburg (National Education

Crisis Commitlee) 15h00 Paneldiscussion (in plenary session)
(Other speaker 10 be announced) Trin_iltlﬂn and the Media
Workshop 2 15h30 Closing address _
Transition and Civil Liberties Or Alex Boraine (execulive director,

Patrick “Terror” Lekota (ANC) Idasa)

REGIONS
Education
fails both
black, white

A CALL for more contact between
black and white students to discuss educa-
tion problems in the country was made at a
students’ conference hosted by ldasa and
the Johannesburg Youth Congress (Joyco)
in the city in May.

It came from Themba Goba, a leader of
the recently unbanned Congress of South
African Students (Cosas) who deplored the
fact that little or nothing had been done in
this regard.

At the end of the conference, attended by
some 70 students from 19 black and white
private and government schools in the
Johannesburg area, an informal interim co-
ordinating structure was formed o main-
tain contact between participants.

A trust-building exercise - “River of Life” —
was used during the conference to enable
students to freely parlicipate and share
their experiences. In fact, the exercise
seemed to reveal that, at least among the
delegates present, most while students led
comfortable lives with relatively few prob-
lems while their black counterparts experi-
enced problems with detention, poverty
and also suffered the effects of the crisis in
black education.

Remarkably, however, these differences
did not seem to deter the delegates from
seeing themselves as one united group.

. A TﬂLK on the link between apartheid

and education was presented by a speaker
from Joyco who argued that formal educa-
tion is part of the education process but
more broadly, education means under-
standing the world around you. It also
means having control over vourself and
your environment. Knowledge is power
and our whole hife s an educational exper-
ence. “Is this what our schools are equip-
ping us for?” asked the speaker

The conference’s answer to this queshion

| was “No”. Delegates found the education
: system in the country inadequate. Black
| education was bad in that it was designed
| to keep a particular racial group inferior.

White education was teaching a particular
racial group that it was supenor to the
other.

The conference included a cultural eve-

| ning which featured plays staged and com-

posed by the students themselves. Perhaps
one of the most exciting plays was that of a
South African bus in a “liberal” white sub-
urb driven by a racist driver, Although the
bus service is open to all races, the driver
discriminates against black passengers. The
driver greets every white commuter em-
barking while he will not say a word to
black commuters. When there are no white
commuters, he gives the passengers a
rough, uncomfortable ride.

Patrick Banda
Regional Co-ordinator
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SADF in townships:
PLAYER OR

REFEREE?

Contrary to the general condemnation of troops
in the townships, the SADF presence in some of
Natal's troubled spots has been condoned and
even welcomed. However, complaints about the
conduct of the latest consignment of soldiers
have been increasing. Staff of the Community
Conflict Monitoring Service assess the pros-

pects for the SADF to act as peacekeepers.

THE South Afri-

can Defence Force
was committed to
the Natal townships
recently at a time
when the rest of the
country was con-
tinuing the call for
their removal as a
step in setting the
climate for negotia-
tions.

In addition to an
extensive callup of
citizen force and
commando mem-
bers, national servicemen, the Cape Corps
and 32 Battalion have been deployed under
the control of the police to assist in reduc-
ing the devastating violence.

This deployment occurred despite the
government’s reluctance to commit troops
to the townships in the face of numerous
calls from township residents for the SADF
to replace the police as the primary
peacekeeping force.

In Natal, after nine years of conflict and
more than 3 000 deaths, the role of the
SADF as a peacekeeping force seemed to be
gAmning momentum.

In May 1986, 10 of the more than 200
people killed by political violence were
from the areas around Pietermaritzburg, By
September 1987 the position had been com-
pletely reversed. By December, the deaths
around the Pietermaritzburg area ac-
counted for about 9% percent of all deaths
caused by political conflict in South Africa.

At the height of the violence in 1987,
women from Ashdown marched into the
centre of Pietermaritzburg and requested
the SADF to enter the townships to protect
them.

Their call was for protection from the
kwaZulu police and vigilantes who were al-
legedly responsible for most of the violence
and deaths. It was the first of many calls by
communities for the SADF to assist in
bringing peace to the townships in Natal,

In December 1989, as part of a local peace
agreement, the SADF was requested to en-
ter Mpumalanga near Hammarsdale - a
township where there had been substantial
and continuing violence. Both teams repre-
senting Inkatha, the UDF and Cosatu felt
that the SADF would be able to play an im-
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partial role in bringing peace to the em-
battled township where allegations of collu-
sion by riot units of the SA Police were rife.

The result of the deployment of troops
was that for nine consistent weeks the
township slept peacefully.

The two main reasons given by residents
when asked by monitors why the SADF
had brought peace were that the SAP had
left the area and that the were Zulu-
speaking soldiers from 121 Battalion

This second reason is surprisingly even
more contentious. The explanation given by
residents of Mpumalanga is that members
of 121 Battalion were willing to, and could,
communicate with them. This meant that
the SADF was able to isolate the trouble-
makers by getting information from many
sources and were given the leeway to act.
Chief Minister Dr Buthelezi would later
claim that 121 Battalion had been infiltrated
by the UDF and the SAP would insist that
all patrols were accompanied by a police of-
ficer — but in Mpumalanga at least, the pres-
ence of the SADF coincided with the most
peaceful period of the past year,

AFTER nine weeks 121 Battalion lef
the area, despite community requests for
them to remain. Within hours of their de-
parture the war began again and Mpu-
malanga remains a divided township with
areas clearly demarcated as “Inkatha” or
“UDF".

Daily calls by residents to Democratic
Party and Idasa monitors are another indi-
cator of the communities’ perception that
the SADF has the ability to be impartial and
effective in reducing violence,

The possibility for the SADF to be a refe-

ree rather than a
player in the con-
flict was acknowl-
edged by the End
Conscription Cam-
paign, which had
always been op-
posed 1o their pres-
ence in the town-
ships.

The ECC said that
if the troops were
properly  super-
vised, they would
not oppose the de-
ployment in Natal
However they are
still concerned that
such deployment
needs to be moni-
tored.

After the March
invasion by Inkatha
into townships and
communities in the
Edendale valley,
State President FW
de Klerk announced
a senes of measures
aimed at bringing a
swift halt to the vio-
lence in Natal.

Using the already
established fund for development, part ot
which is to go to a Natal marked by drastic
rural and urban poverty, a relief package
was worked out. With it were to come 3 000
soldiers who were to play an important role
in assisting the police in bringing peace to
the province.

But the first public signs of concern were
already emerging. The Chief Minister of
kwaZulu reacted to the presence of troops
in the Natal townships. Saying that black
soldiers should “voetsak out of the town-
ships”, he claimed that their ranks had been
infiltrated by the ANC. His call was given
weight by the fact that two berets had been
found at the scene of a particularly brutal
attack on an Inkatha member's kraal.

Within a week of his call, 121 Battalion
had left the township.

The deployment of alternative troops has
raised problems also on the other side.
Most reaction has come from the arrival of
two battalions - 32 Battalion and 61




2 Battalion in the Greylown area near Pietermaritzburg.

ey CLINT FASLIAN

Mechanised Infantry Battalion - both with
reputations from the MNamibia/Angolan
conflict

32 Battalion, which is made up of Namib-
ian and Angolan defectors, is known for its
effectiveness in the “Border” war, as well as
for allegations of excessive brutality in the
handling of prisoners

This reputation has preceded them and
made it impossible lor local ANC support-
ers to see them in an impartial role. In addi-
tion they are unable to speak any of the lo-
cal languages, being primarily Portuguese

speaking.
WH EN organisations heard of plans to

bring these troops into Natal they raised
their concern with the authorities. In re-
sponse they got an official denial that this
would happen. The denial was publicised
widely in the press and on SABC. Less than
three days later, 32 Battalion armived with-
out any explanation

The effects of this
SADF presence is
being felt in several
Wavs

In the orban ar-
eas, which have
seen the heaviest
fighting, there has
been a decline in the
number of Inci-
dents. However, it
is only a relative
decline when com-
pared to March and
April this vear
which produced the
highest monthly
death tolls of the
conflict.

In addition, their
presence has re-
turnisd a measure of
oulside confidence
and enabled people
to focus on other
things.

However, reports
are starting to ap-
pear about disor-
derly conduct by
members of the
SADF.

In kwaMashu
outside Durban,
several ple were
allegedly badly as-
saulted by members
of the Cape Corps
Une man had to be
hospitalised for
seven davs after re-
Ceiving emergency
surgery. In Inanda
Newtown, there
have been reports of
beatings. theft and the rape of several
women by members of 32 Battalion.

Manv residents in kwaMashu are now
sayving that they don’t want the SADF if thas
s how they are going to act. This turn
around 5 4 marked one and in sharp con-
trast to the mood in February when resi-
dents gave troops flowers.,

The rapid movement of the conflict into
the rural areas of Natal - a trend predicted
by confhict monitors in 1989 - has been sub-
stantially proven, In attempts to either con-
solidate support for traditional chiefs linked
to Inkatha or to ensure that there is ne
threat to this by dissidents in the area, °
dents of violence have been recorded
over Natal. At the time of writing, there
was festering conflict in the Port Shepstone
area, Ndwedwe, Isithebe, and Esikhaweni.

Monitors have heard reports of people
being asked to join Inkatha or suffer the
consequences. Rural residents explain these
Cconsequences” as including attacks on

‘Senior members of the SADF do recognise the
need for them to play an impartial peacekeeping
role . . . There appears to be a communication
breakdown between the top level and

lower echelons.’

kraals. kh‘ll‘hl',‘lplng\- and murders

Inkatha regularly claims that UDF vouth
have threatened the authority and safety of
some chiefs - and the conflict s complicated
by lavers of traditional nivalnes and power
htrugglr'-

Stories circulate of SADF arms raids fol-
lowed by attacks from the men of the area
Allegations have been made that SADF
troops have been allocated to the chiefs for
protection. These Toeplions are strong
and make it difficult for rural people to ac-
cept the SADF as impartial.

It is incidents such as these that convince
the Democratic Marty’s Roy Ainslev that the
SADF remains an apartheid army

Waming that there could be a violent re-
sponse from the community directed lo-
wards the SADF i there was not a change
in the attitude of troops on the ground,
Ainsley feels that “senior members of the
SADF do recognise the need for them to
play an impartial peacekeeping role. The
problem is that there appears to be a com-
munication breakdown between the top
level and the lower echelons.”

Organisations like the Joint Working
Committee (JWC) of the UDF and Cosatu
continue to demand that the security forces
conduct themselves impartially if they want
to be peacekeepers. For them the govern-
ment is crucial in bringing an end o the
violence and therefore the role of the SADF
s key in any attempt made by the National-
=l Pﬂl’h‘

|N A cnflict nesolution workshop con-
ducted recently and attended by partic-
pants with links to both partes, a dear as-
sesament of the expectabions of commumnity
members lowards peacekeeping was made
Among these were the need for impartial-
ity, pood communication and negotiating
standards and scope of operation

MNone of these matters have been subsecis
of negotiation, although communication
has been set up between the securnity forces
and the parties over the last few months.

The ANC would like to see a completely
neutral peace-kecping force in place. As an
alternative to this, they suggest a combina-
tion of security forces and Umkhonto
we' Sizwe soldiers

Un the other side, Inkatha has called for
greater policing and the removal of local
black troops,

The government is commitled to using
the existing security forces to keep the
prace and so the SADF will continue to be a
major supplier ol resources and expertise.
Whether they will survive as referces, or
become players as compromised as any
other in Natal, will depend on whether they
rise above their present pmntu,v and per-
ceptions and conduct themselves as
peacekeepers rather than auxiliaries to one
of the parties

COCMS is a project of [dasa.
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OPTIONS FOR THE
FUTURE: Gov-
ermmment reform stra-
tegy and prospects
for structural change
by Steven Friedman (SA Institute of Race
Relations, Johannesburg, 1990; 63 pages,
R10)

SHAPING A FUTURE SOUTH AFRICA: A
citizens’ guide to constitution-making edited
by Bobby Godsell (Tafelberg and Human &
Rousseau, Cape Town, 1990; 63 pages, R15)
CRITICAL CHOICES FOR SOUTH AFRICA:
An agenda for the 1990s edited by Robert
Shrire {Oxford University Press, Cape Town,
1990; 465 pages including index, R35)

“THE BEST of times, the worst of

times” — or s0 Van Zyl Slabbert recently ar-
gued. For many people, the new fluidity in
politics means renewed optimism for a
democratic and hopefully less violent fu-
ture. But for a great many others it means
confusion and the rekindling of old fears.

It is true that periods of rapid socio-po-
litical change are accompanied by uncer-
tainty and confusion. This is an experience
currently shared by the Soviet Union, East-
ern Europe and South Africa. It is therefore
to be expected that many South Africans
are looking for someone to explain, inter-

ret and predict current and future events,
Although most rely on politicians and the
media to stay in touch with the fast flowing
current of political change, many find these
sources of limited value.

This state of affairs has therefore pre-
sented an ideal opportunity for academics
to put their theories and models of change
and transition on the market. Three current
publications, by well-known authors, at-
tempt to address these issues and concerns
but despite similar-soupding titles they ca-
ter for very different audiences.

One outcome of Anglo American’s grow-
ing participation in public affairs is the pub-
lication of a series of books on issues of gen-
eral interest to the public, but also of politi-
cal significance. The latest offering from its
think-tank is a slim volume entitled Shaping
a Frture South Africa.

The rationale behind its publication lies
in the concern of Anglo’s (then) chairman,
Gavin Relly, that “most South African citi-
#zens are ill-equipped to make judgements
on the alternatives they would undoubtedly
face in the fairly short term”. Anglo Ameri-
can’s scenario team {(Godsell, O'Dowd,
Spicer and others) were then asked to write
something “that would make a contribution
to the debate™.

It is stated that the work is not prescrip-
tive, but endeavours as neutrally as pos-
sible to display the range of choices South
Africans have in constructing a new
constitution. To what extent does it achieve
its aims?

Firstly, if the volume is to be used as a
quick reference to constitutional and politi-
cal terms currently in fashion, its six-page
glossary is useful. However, only 36 such
terms are defined. Political lexicons of a
much more comprehensive nature are cur-
rently available,

Secondly, in an effort to simplify matters,
the discussion of a number of complex con-
stitutional and socio-economic issues were
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BOOK REVIEWS

Explaining current affairs

By Anthoni van Nieuwkerk

reduced to vague and sometimes almost
meaningiﬁs abs.traclinns The brief discus-
sion on the “group” concept offers little in-
sight into the reason wh}r it has become
such a controversial 1ssue in South Africa. It
also fails o argue the merits and demerits
of individual rights.

Thirdly, the volume displays a distinctly
Anglo-5axon philosophical bias. Multi-
party democracy, capitalism, a Bill of Rights
and other such concepts are used uncriti-
cally and approvingly. So are the ideas of
Rousseau, Lincoln, Madison, Jefferson,
Crick and others.

A much needed wider perspective, which
could include the ideas of, say, Marxists
and neo-Marxists, Nkrumah, Fanon, Nyer-
ere and others, is sadly lacking. Marxist and
Africanist philosophies are still held in high
esteem by many South Africans and will
undoubtedly pln}-' a ma;m' role in shaping a
future South Africa. To i ignore them, as the
authors seem to do, is to ignore reallt}r

BY CONTRAST, steven Fried-

man’s Options for the Future offers a tightly
argued and thought-provoking analysis of
the current stances and strategies of both
the government and black opposition.
Friedman's analysis revolves around this
question: Do negotiations hold not only
great promise but a much greater potential
for intractable stalemate when the govern-
ment (and black opposition) discover that
compromises are required that they cannot
entertain?

In trying to answer the question, Fried-
man devotes most of his ime to an in-depth
analysis of National Party strategy. The rest
of the essay focuses on the strategies and
responses of the extra-parliamentary move-
ments to the politics of negohiation.

In essence, Friedman argues that al-
though the NP's current reformist rhetoric
does reflect important shifts in government
thinking, many of the fundamentals of NP
ideology and strategy remain firmly in
place. On the one hand, the NP acknowl-
edges that the present system does not
guarantee either equity or long-term stabil-
ity. On the other hand, the government re-
mains committed to protecting its own con-
stituents’ access to power.

According to Friedman, the NF's pro-
posed system of power-sharing would en-
sure that whites retain the power to veto
changes sought by black participants. The
aim of reform, he argues, is no longer to en-
sure that whites can initiate change, but
that they can prevent those changes which,
they believe, threaten their interests. The
importance of the NP's plan, therefore, lies
in its acknowledgement that the govern-
ment will now have to pursue a system
which will attract significant black partici-
pation,

Critical Cheices is a serious academic
work, requiring attentive reading. The com-
pilers commissioned more than 50 research-
ers from the scholarly community as far

apart as Canada
and Awustralia, in
addition to South
Africa, to undertake
research. This vol-
ume contains a selection from the very con-
siderable fruits of their labours.

Strangely, no contributions from the
black community were included. The com-
pilers explain this anomaly by arguing that
the legacy of apartheid has contributed to
“a reality where there are few black experts
on technical issues, such as urbanisation”,
Another reason is “the black priority”,
which is "“to work towards bringing about
fundamental change rather than speculate
on policy options for a future socio-eco-
nomic order”

[ am not sure this is true. The ANC's re-
search department in Lusaka, for one,
would disagree strongly, since they host
workshops which examine political, eco-
nomic and social issues addressed in this
book.

Nevertheless, this publication would be
an excellent choice for those interested in
the debate over future state policies. The
critical issues identified by this book are
grouped into four main areas.

The first is described as expanding the
foundations of political participation, while
structuring and controlling state power. In
this section, Lijphart presents the case for
proportional representation, while fellow
academics Boulle, Olivier, Mathews and
Schrire examine methods of controlling
state power,

The second and third critical issues are
called balancing equalities and inequalities,
and managing resources in a context of
relative scarcity. In the former area, the ma-
jor dimensions of income inequality in the
South African economy are identified, and
policies for redistribution are examined
{(McGrath).

Other issues include ways of implement-
ing a programme of equal opportunity and
affirmative action in the public service
(Hugo); language issues (Alexander); the
health care system (Savage and Benatar)
and post-apartheid education (Hartshorne).

In the latter section —~ managing resources—
economic issues are addressed. Maasdorp
provides an overview of the role of the state
in the economy. The chapters in this section
also cover a wide range of functional policy
areas. These include population policy
(Simkins); urbanisation (Bernstein); unem-
ployment (Thomas); industrial relations
(Godsell); and agriculture and land distri-
bution (Cooper).

In the fourth section, Strategies for
Change, Kane-Berman, Frankel, Swilling
and Adam look at the strategic options fac-
ing the political and socio-economic partici-
pants. Unfortunately, no special attention
was given to the regional and international
context in which South Africa has to oper-
ate — an arena, many political scientists
would agree, that is of crucial importance to
the future South African decision-makers.

It is clear that Critical Choices offers a lot
to those readers searching for insights into
and fresh perspectives on the fast changing
South Africa.

Anthoni van Nieuwkerk is research officer
for the SA Institule for International Affairs.



COMMUNISM

Taking Slovo to task

Joe Slovo’s paper “Has Socialism Failed?" is the first indication of a
democratic renewal within SACP ranks, but it does not go nearly far
enough, argues political sociologist Heribert Adam.

By Shauna Westcott

IT IS only in the apartheid state that the
hammer and sickle emblem still flies
proudly at mass rallies. This is among the
realities that give a “special importance” to
South African Communist Party pro-
nouncements and strategy, Heribert Adam
asserts in a paper titled “Eastern Europe
and South African Socialism: Engaging Joe
Slovo™,

In fact, Adam goes so far as o say that
SACP members are “the major force that
dominates theoretical debates and strate-
gies within the broad anti-apartheid oppo-
sition”’, arguing that the styvle of the whole
I|h'rathrn movement must therefore be in-
tluenced by the SACT s own practice of in-
ternal democracy

Adam s hurlrlul that pressure bor Jde-
mocracy from below, particularly in the un-
wns, may compel a final depar-
ture from the relics of Stalimism
both in theory and in practice
He hails Slovo's “thoughtiul™
paper as the tirst indication of a
democratic renewal. But he re-
mains sceptical

The major reason for doubt, it
hardly needs saving, is the Ska-
linist past of the SACP, and
Adam accuses Slovo of not
going far enough in his attempt
to come to terms with it. Specifi-
cally, his fatlure lies in blaming
Stalinist tyranny on human er-
ror rather than on lundamental
Leninist tenets, tor it was Lenin
who abolished independent un-
wons and introduced the one-
pany stale

Noting that the SACP de-
fended the Stalinist show tnals of the 1930k
and supported the Soviet invasions of Hun-
gary (1956), Czechoslovakia (1968) and Al-
ghanistan, Adam asks: “Why do people
with such an acute sen<e of injustice in their
homeland become blinded to Oppression
elsewhere™

Noting also that Slovo claims to have had
personal doubts about Stalimist practices
since the mad- 1950k, Adam asserts that the
only explanation lor his 3-yvear silence on
the matter - and for SACT endorsement of
Stalinism - is expedience.

He quotes an October 1988 interview in
Leverkusen in which Slovo admitted as
much, saying: "It became almost risky and
counter-productive to battle this issue out
in our party. It would have caused an
ecnormous split, and it had less and less
bearing on our work.”

Adam concedes that SACTP reliance on
aid from the Soviet Union placed the party
in the apparent predicament of having 1o

Slovo: guilty of expedience?

choose between “the political goal of op-
posing apartheid and the ethical necessity
of denouncing Stalinism™. He concedes also
that some members left the party with
troubled consciences,

However, not only were other dissenters
hunted out of the }ﬂ'-rl]r, but it spoke with
one Stalinist voice. No debate, not the
slightest qualm was reflected in party pub-
lications about “what developed at the very
least into a great taboo”,

It is understandable, says Adam, that the
SACT opted for organisational clout rather
than the moral high ground. But what is not
understandable is that they went bevond
political necessity in their enthusiastic en-
dorsement of tyranny and terror, romanti-
cising and glontving the Soviet Union
against all cnticism. In so doing they also
discredited the .il'tll.lp.hﬂh-h.i o hhxh
was their avowed first pnonity. “For this

politically foolish but, above all. morally
reprehensible position, the party ought to
be held responsible,” Adam asserts, adding
that the choice tor expediency “must be dif-
ficult to rationalise for a party of self-
claimed moral supenonty”. He also takes
Slovo 1o task for being unable to resist “the
usual praise of the Soviet Union and Cuba
in terms of matenal achievements™,

The Soviet Union may have more medi-
cal doctors per head than Western Europe
but it is “the only modern society where life
expectancy is declining”. It mayv produce
more steel, fuel and energy than any other
country but it has to import food and lacks
basic consumer p,l.:un.iu Cuba may have the
best health system in the world but it also
quarantines all Aids carriers,

It is all very well for Slovo to praise the
socialist world for “ending cultural back-

wardness”, says Adam, bul what does this
mean “when after 70 years of socialism in
the Soviet Unmion, the country s wracked by

Adam: reasons for doubt.

ethnic nots, religious intolerance and  viru-
bent anti-semitism >

“When Western Europe de-nationalises,
the socialist East re-nationalises with the
worst kind of 19th century chauvinism
When women finally approach their equal
share and spiritual emancipation in the
capitalist West, the East has not yel
spawned a feminist movement against so-
clalist patriarchy. How is ‘cultural back-
wardness” measured

But Adam’s harshest criticism lurns
around Slove's failure to confront Stalinist
tyranny head-on. Slove hides behind cu-
phemisms hke “judical distortions”™, says
Adam, which is tantamount to “an unwit-
ting rationalisation of the show trials”

Slovo chooses to speak of “damage
wroughl o the whole Soviet social fabric
lincluding its armv) by the authoritaran
bureaucracy” when what he means is that
many of the Russian officer
corps were systematically mur-
dered by a paranoid Stalinist
chique before the German inva-
iR

“Nowhere in Slovo's account
does one find proper conceptu-
alisations, let alone some moral
outrage about the Stalinist holo-
caust. The paper amounts to the
distancing of the SACI' chair-
man from an embarrassing past
without addressing the causes
of the crime,” Adam says,

It is worth noting that this re-
luctance to fully acknowledge,
mourn and repent past atroci-
ties is not peculiar to the SACP
In fact it might be argued that
the SACT has gone further than
most in this dithcult but pro-
foundly necessary direction

Athol Fugard commented in the last issue
of Democracy in Action on the breathtaking
ecase with which National Party cabinet
ministers now declare that the ime has
come to forget the past. Such glibness
speaks more of opportunism than of a
change of heart, he observed

Adam observes that “the victims of
Auschwitz, the Gulags and aparthesd are
nod concerned in whose name they were
killed and maimed”and cites Canadian so-
ciologist Frederick Johnstone as “almost
alone among the voices on the left” in his
insistence that “the Gulag is about apart-
heid. that Auschwitz is about Cambodia®.

Again it is worth noting in passing that
Adam’s view of Johnstone as a solitary
voice betrays a lamentable ignorance of the
growing body of feminist analysis that
draws exactly this connection, among oth-
ers, in its understanding of domination as
one of the key laws of the patriarchy
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Slovo taken to task

However, the point Adam makes is that
the tyranny of Leninism - the almost magi-
cal justification of evil under the rubric of
“the le's couse” - is worse than any
other because of its pretences.

“The Leninists glorified higher produc-
tivity as the patriotic duty of selfless bri-
gades. The apartheid labourer at least
knows of his exploitation and grudgingly
complies because alternatives are lacking.
The Leninist/Stalinists betrayed their vic-
tims m addition to exploiting them. Hence
the magnitude of the fury for revenge when
set free.

“Blacks in South Africa, on the other
hand, always knew that racial rule was for
the benefit of the ruling race. They do not
feel cheated as the hardworking party
member did when the luxurious corruption
of the people’s representatives was finally
revealed.”

Adam also criticises Slovo for his ortho-
dox assertion of the scientific nature of
Marxism, an attitude long abandoned by
leading historians and critical theorists who
stress the interpretative task of analysts.

Reliance on the determinism implicit in
Slovo’s view of human behaviour denies
“the infinitely varied subjectivity through
which people perceive, interpret and medi-
ate their world™. It also "results in a crude
reductionism or economistic approach that
neglects the fact that people not only have
material interests but ideal interests as
well”.

It a theory is inadequate to the reality of
individual human beings, it follows that its
conceptualisations involving groups of
human beings will also be inadequate.
When inadequate concepts are held not
only as articles of faith, but exalted beyond
doubt as “science”, mayhem results. Thuos,
says Adam, one must ask who are “the
people”? Who are “the working class™?
Who are “society as a whole” that Slovo
sees assuming control?

QUDTING Mervyn Frost guoting
Robert Michels and Max Weber, he says:
“In modern states control by “society as a
whole” means in practice bureaucratic rule.
Those who say “organisation” inevitably say
‘oligarchy”. Oligarchic tendencies can only
be counteracted by a demaocratic culture be-
low, not by Leninist ‘democratisation from
above’.”

Looking specifically at Slovo’s (and
Marx's) conceptualisation of an abstract
working class, Adam notes that it “misses
the crucial social texture”

“The working class is comprised of
blacks and whites, women and men, relig-
wus adherents and agnostics, homosexuals
and heterosexuals, skilled and unskilled
workers who live in urban and rural set-
tings. Above all there are employed and
unemployed.

“To expect solidarity because of common
exploitation lingers as a long-standing illu-
sion. Yet it is precisely such a self-deception
on which the ANC and SACP bases its
strategy. Working-class unity and solidarity
has failed throughout the history of the left
around the world,” Adam says. Bevond
this false assumption about working-class
solidarity, there is also a neglect of the split
in the labour movement between the em-
ploved and the unemploved.
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Adam notes: “Neither the ANC nor
Cosatu has devised a strategy for coping
with the one third of the workforce who are
unemployed. The unions are increasingly
representative of the employed only. Mere
employment in South Africa almost quali-
hes one for membership in a labour aristoc-
racy ... Fhose millions outside the formal
economy - in the backyvards of townships, in
the nng of shacks around the aties and in
desolate huts in the barren countryside -
form a permanent underclass.™

Adam records the sombre fact that it is

from the desperate rank< of the unem- |

ved that the state recruits bitkomstabeds
and warlord vigilantes. He accuses ortho-
dox Marxism of “traditionally writing off
this lumpenproletaniat”, abandoning them
to the fundamentalist church cults, drug
peddiers and petty criminals who “vie for
the souls and the pockets of the downtrod-

On the positive side of Adam’s
ment with Slovo, is approval for the SACP
chairperson’s “sensible, pragmatic assess-
ment that the South African economy can-
not be transformed by edict without risking
economic collapse”. Adam hails Slovo's
backing for a mixed economy and public
control through effective democratic par-
ticipation by “producers at all levels”,

However, he does not give Slovo credit
for a courageous altempt at theoretical ac-
commaodation of the chaos exposed by the
collapse of Eastern European state social-
ism. Rather he chooses to note with an al-
most audible sneer that “not much of eco-
nomic orthodoxy is left among former Len-
mists”.

It seems necessary to observe, therefore,
that the people of South Africa could only
benefit if those adhering to other fixed posi-
tions took a leal out of the SACP book. It
was Lenin who remarked that the mark of a
serious partv was its willingness to ac-
knowledge error.

More justly, Adam concludes his paper
by noting that SACI' recognition of union
i dence, a multi-party system and
traditional liberal freedom “bodes well for
South African democracy™.

He notes that at L. security reasons
can be invoked legitimately for the SACP's
secret membership and strategic infiltration
of unions and other political organisations.
But he asks whether this will change when
“a more democratic climate allows and re-
quires less clandestine behaviour™.

He s nervous about the fact that Slovo
was authonsed by the party to circulate his
discussion paper, saving this procedure
makes the SACP look more like “an au-
thoritarian Jesuit order for the organic intel-
ligentsia” than “an open, broad-based ve-
hicle for the self-critical exploration of fea-
sible socialism”,

Nevertheless, he construes Slovo's self-
critical paper as a hopeful first sign of
“democratic renewal” that “may lay to rest
Pierre van den Berghe's sceptical comment
that 'South Africa, which has already
spawned the world’s last official racists,
may also see its last Stalinists’,”

Shauna Westcott works in Idasa’s publica-
tions division.

(Heribert Adaw’s full text will be published
shortly by ldasa as an occasional paper.)

Research a waste
of time, money?

By lan Liebenberg

MOST research findings are either
never implemented or are implemented
without ptnning, resulting in an enormous
waste of money, time and energy.

This was the problem addressed bv an
interdisciplinary conference of the Human

i Sciences Research Council held in Pretoria
| at the end of April and attended by over

L ,

One of the main obstacles to the implem-
entation of research was found to be an or-
ganisational style lacking in planning for
implementation, long-term strategies, flexi-
bility and responsiveness to change.

Continuous monitoring and evaluation in
terms of carefully formulated objectives
would obviously be a vital part of the proc-
ess of implementation.

While most participants found the con-
ference informative and useful, there were
some weaknesses. The international isola-
tion of South Africa was evident in the fact
that there were very few foreign partici-
pants (mostly British and Taiwanese).

Also, while the interdisciplinary ap-
proach was valuable, the attempt to include
both natural and social sciences on the same
panel or platform demanded an unrealistic
level of dual expertise from participants.

More importantly, perhaps, the confer-
ence gave no attention to research as an in-
strument of liberation, or to the uses and
abuses of science in the interests of ideology
and the state.

However, the understanding reached at
the conference, that research and its im-
plementation should be planned as a single
process, with continuous evaluation as an
integral part. is clearly of value.

lan Liebenberg is ldasa’s Director of
Research

Harms should
inquire further

THE brief of the Harms Comamission of
Inquiry should be extended to include all
political murders, not only those committed
in South Africa.

This was the unanimous view of a May
meeting of 500 organised by the
Stellenbosch branch of Lawyers for Human
Rights and the Northern suburbs’ Veldtog
vir ‘n Geregtelike Ondersoek na Moordben-
des (Campaign for a Judicial Inquiry into
Hit Squads).

Unless this was done, the Harms Com-
mission could be seen as a mere whitewash
job.
One of the speakers, End Conscription
Campaign chairperson Laurie Nathan,
pointed out that more than 300 people were
involved in the Civil Co-operation bureau
(CCB), which had not been disbanded. It
had merely been suspended.

Vrye Weekblnd editor Max du Preez ac-
cused the government of playing host to
terrorists and stressed the need for action
against the “free-for-all paranoia™ that had
led to political murder.



THE Western Cape region of
Idasa continues with its tradi-
tion of placing a strong empha-
sis on work with school pupils.

Thirty pupils from Fezeka
High School in Guguletu,
Langa High, Sizamile High in
Myanga and Guguletu Compre-
hensive joined 40 Milnerton
High School pupils at the Uni-
versity of Cape Town for a day
of discussion, sport and culture.

The morning session was
taken up with introductions.
Each pupil was asked to speak
to someone they didn't know
and then introduce that person
and say a little bit about them to
the whole group

The exercise produced some
funny incidents and helped
break the ice. It was clear that,

Feminist addresses Pretoria

FEMINIST author, Pro-

fessor Diana Russell addressed
a group of 120 Pretoria women
{and a few men) in May on her
new book, Lives of Courage:
Women For a New South Africa.

This meeting was part ol
Idasa’s on-going women's proj-
ect which aims to get people,
especially women, engaged in
current political debates and to
consider the contribution they
can {and possibly should) make
now towards the kind of demo-
cratic fulure we wanl o secure
for all who live here.

Underlying this project is the
belief that we should be con-
cerned not only with national
liberation, but also with the lib-
eration of women, if we are to
be part of a democratic society.

Diana Russell, a South Afn-
can by birth, returned to this
u'lLII'I.l:I"'.’ from the US in 1987 to
undertake the research which
culminated in Lives of Courage.
She interviewed 60 women po-
litical activists in the South Afri-
can anti-apartheid movement -
women from all racial and eth-
nic groups who ranged in age
from 18 to 82. Twenty four of
these interviews were selected
for inclusion in the book and
represent many different organ-
isations.

Russell looked at how
women's experience of struggle
differed from the experience of
men: how women often had to
work against sexism before
their contribution could be ef-
tective. In particular, women
face the emotional trauma of
trying to hold together families,
jobs and political activity.

Among those who have com-

REGIONAL FOCUS

Tuning

in to

today’'s teenagers

no matter which side of the rail-
way line you live on, teenagers
are teenagers. Evervone liked to
talk on the phone; the question
of whether people had boy-
triends and girlfriends was a
i_'l-l"l'l-]'l'k-ll'li.'l'lt one, a "-'L]I'],'PTIHI]I:C'
Aot of |‘|1.'-:1}‘rli.' liked ice-skal-
ing and music, sport and TV re-
ceived a high rating.

After sharing a meal and
plaving some soccer, the pupils
walched an audio-visual pres-
entation by Clyde Broster, a
prominent Cape Town educa-
tionist, on interpreting the me-

mented on the book i1s Arch-
bishop Desmond Tutu, who
said of these women: “They are
not prepared to wail for matters
to be decided for them. Their
stories utterly refute those who
believe an individual cannol
make a difference.”’

Dr Mamphela Ramphele, co-
author of Uprooting Poverty had
this to say about the book: "By
focusing on women as indi-
viduals rather than as mothers,

dia

Having learned how many
preconceptions are established,
the pupils were able to move on
to an afternoon of South African
culture

Capab producer Johann
Esterhuysen ran a drama work-
shop, the black pupils taught
gumboot dancing and Ama-
jinggi, a marimba band, taught
and plaved marimbas

The -.i..l:u.' ended with the -
pils presenting what they had
learned and then with an as-
sessment of the proceedings

as wives, and as daughters,
Lives of Courage makes a valu-
able contribution. In doing so, it
differs from the usual way that
women are perceived in South

Africa and puts the issue of

women as people on the na-
tional agenda.”

Russell concluded her talk
with a quote from her interview
with Helen Joseph: "Out of my

participation in the struggle, |
received so many

hawve incrod-

The Pretoria team: Newcomer Kerry Harris (second from
left) with Paul Zondo, Andre Zaaiman, Elizabeth Mahlangu
and Ethel Ranamane

Follow-up has included an
invitation to all of the township
pupils to the Milnerton school
play — which they thoroughly en-
'ﬁ1_1,.'4.*-.1 — and a morning assemibly
gumboot demonstration  al
Milnerton I"l'l.. the participants

The assessment is best illus-
trated by the words of one of
the Milnerton pupils in a letter
to ldasa: 1 thoroughly enjoyed
being with the other black chil-

dren. | also made a lot of
friends. That dav | sure won't
forget. 1L was a new CXperienc
for me. Whenever there is an

other function or getting to-

gether like that one, call Mr

Young and he will inform us
. f[np-t' Lo see Vou som,”

Nic Borain
Regional Director

women

ible riches in the way of friend-
ships and sharing. It is all these
experiences that have made me
so convinced that we are walk-
ing toward the light at the end
of the tunnel.”
lennifer Ferguson began and
concluded the formal part of the
evening in song, closing with
her very moving and beautiful
tribute to Irene Mkwavi.
Kerry Harris
Regional Co-ordinator

On course

THE Pretona otfice is back to
full strength with the recent ap-
].‘l'llil'ti.l'['ll-.']![ of Kerry Harris as
regional co-ordinator.

Kerry replaces Lou-Marie
Kruger who has received a
F"ulil"lr:ij.;l:ﬂ: l-n;lml..lrl-.h'irl for -.tud:q.'
in the United States.

A former teacher and cur-
rently chairperson of the Black
Sash in the Morthern Transvaal,
Kerry 15 a welcome addihion to
the Pretoria team.

Cholo better

I DASA! S Pretoria regional

co-ordinators, Paul Zondo and
Kerry Harris, recently visited
Soshanguve community leader
Theo Cholo at his home where
he is recovering from a spell in
I"II.:H‘I;'F'i‘t,Il (3ee picture bottom
left).

Mr Cholo, a leading ANC fig-
ure in Pretoria, spent 17 years
on Robben Island. ldasa was
pleased to hear that he was pro-
gressing well after receiving
treatment for his leg - and we
wish him a speedy recovery
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A German
encounter

By David Screen
A PARTY of 12 South Africans re-

cently spent 10 days in West Germany as
guests of the Naumann-Stiftung, a Liberal
Party foundation in that country.

The group, led by ldasa national director
David Screen, was based in Konigswinter, a
lovely resort town a few kilometres from
Bonn. The composition of the group en-
sured a lively and vigorous debate through-
out the trip.

The essential objective of the visit was to
provide the group with an understanding of
how and why Germany works. To that end,
the visit began with a two-day seminar on
the social, political and economic institu-
tions of West Germany.

The next few days were spent visiting
various federal, state and non-governmental
organisations. Among these were environ-
mental agencies, Amnesty International and
a youth organisation.

Two highlights - one on the day of arrival
and the other on the day of departure — made
the trip more than worthwhile for many of
the group. Shortly after arriving in Wesl
Germany a iascm.‘ntmg three hours was
spent with Sankie Nkondo, the ANC repre-
sentative in Bonn. Sankie's frustration with
the West German government's reluctance
by engage the ANC and her obvious longing
for home were apparent to all. She obvi-
vusly enjoved discussing the future with the

group.

ON OUR day of departure we spent a

few hours at the annual meeting of the West
German Anti-Apartheid Movement. Idris
Maidoo of the ANC, who is stationed in East
Germany, addressed some 100 delegates at
the gathering. A member of the ldasa dele-
gation, Paul Zondo, thanked the AAM com-
mittee for their invitation and for the work
they had done and are doing for the disen-
tranchised majority in South Africa.

The group also had its chance to relax. A
winderful afternoon was spent on a Rhine
cruiser after a visit to one of the area’s mag-
nificent castles. May Day saw us in Cologne
with its stunning cathedral, exciting streets
and an outstanding Impressionist exhibi-
tion.

An overall impression of West Germany
during a fairly hectic programme? Wealthy,
industrious, materialistic, efficient and very
sophisticated.

The group itself formed a cohesive unit
while retaining its individuality and politi-
cal agendas. We returned with a strength-
ened commitment to establishing a non-ra-
cial democracy in South Africa! Participants
included Idasa staff members Paddy Clark,
Paul Zondo and Liesel Naude, Mthetheleli
Pobana (Black Sash, East London), Mandla
Mkomfe (Soweto Youth Congress treasurer),
Christine Burger (Cape Town attorney), Ro-
chelle Kapp (UCT cultural projects co-ordi-
nator), Sipho Ngwenya (UDF publicity offi-
cerl, Baba Dlamini (UDF organiser), John
Yeld (Argus journalist) and Chris Giffard
(UCT lecturer).
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Communication clears
the way in Cathcart

For nearly a decade the white community in the Eastern Cape
village of Cathcart stubbornly ignored the pleas of black resi-
dents. A crippling consumer boycott has now forced them to
reconsider. HERMIEN KOTZE reports.

CATHCART s a quaint little town

near Queenstown in the Eastern Cape. The
beautiful old buildings and tranquil tree-
lined streets belie a very different reality:
that of a very divided community plﬂhucd
by racial tension, unemplﬂvmr_'nt appall-
ingly low wages, untenable living condi-
tions, forced removals and, more recently, a
consumer boycott.

The town is situated in the so-called
“white corridor” between the Ciskei and
Transkei. Since Cathcart, along with Stut-
terbeim and Komga, have been excluded
from the industrial incentives granted to
other towns like Queenstown and King
Williamstown, it has no indusiry whatso-
ever. It is therefore heavily dependent on
the local farming community for economic
survival.

Catheart has a black populabion of about
10 000 for whom severely limited employ-
ment opportunities are available in the
small business and public sectors. A major-
ity of workers are employed as domestic
workers and gardeners at wages of be-
tween R30 and K50 a month.

An estimated 75-90 percent of the people

in the township live below the poverty da--

tum line. There is a heavy reliance on mi-
grant labour remittances and the pensiunb
of senior citizens. Unemplovment is rife,
Exceptions to this dismal situation are those
few employved as teachers, nurses and po-
licemen,.

In 1982 the East Cape Development
board (ECDB) announced plans for the de-
velopment of a new township in Cathcart.
In spite of widespread opposition to the
idea, ECDB officials went ahead. The town
has since been the site of an ongoing con-
frontation over the “forced” removal of
residents from the 100-year-old township,
Daliwe, to the new site, Kati-Kati, three kil-
ometres away. The importance of this con-
frontation lies in the fact that Cathcart is a
very good case study in the government's
new “reformed” version of forced removal.

In spite of Dr Gerrit Viljoen's announce-
ment in 1985 that there would be no more
forced removals, this hated policy contin-
ued = but in a more sophisticated guise.

According to Laureen Platzky (Surplus
People’s Project), the crude bulldozer ver-
sion has been replaced by “ a fairly set
pattern involving an escalating use of force
to deal with communities under threat of
removal”’,

It seems that this pattern generally con-
sists of a three-pronged strategy: the hrst
stage is to undermine resistance by creating
or exacerbating divisions in the commu-
nity, by destroving organisational coher-

ence via harrassment and detention of indi-
viduals involved in resistance, and also by
the banning and restriction of meetings.
This strategy was obviously enhanced un-
der the consecutive states of emergency
since 1986,

The second stage involves a process of
“persuasion”, a fairly ironic term taking
into account that this process involves de-
liberate neglect of the area under threat of
removal, the withdrawal of services from
that area and the prohibition on the erection
of any new building structures.

The objective of this strategy is the crea-
tion of slum conditions which would even-
tually make it impossible for people to live
there.

The third and final stage is using the
threat of force. People are threatened with
being loaded up and forcibly moved or are
threatened with loss of compensation {for
their houses). The ghost of the bulldozer is
always looming,.

While all of the above strategies have
been employed in Cathcart since 1982, the
authorities insisted throughout that no
forced removal was taking place. They in-
sisted that those who moved to Kah-Kati
did so voluntanly. According to Rhodes
University researcher Fiona Adams, the
combination of legislative manoeuvering,
repression and the refusal to allocate re-
sources to the maintenance and upgrading
of the township ultimately had the same ef-
fect as the more crude form of bulldozer
removals but allowed the state and its
agents to paint the removal process as a
“voluntary” one.

DESP'TE widespread opposition in
the black community to the announcement
of plans for Kati-Kati in 1982, ECDB offi-
clals embarked on evaluation of houses in
the old township for compensation pur-
poses. In the confusion that followed they
had everybody, save one family, sign what
appear to have been agreements to sell their
houses,

In 1983 the present “town committee’
was “‘elected” in an election that drew a
meagre 11 percent poll. By 1984 the devel-
opment of infrastructure was completed in
Kati-Kati. In the same year rents were arbi-
trarily increased from R1559 to R21 and a
rent boycott ensued that lasted for 18
months.

The combined issues of rent and removal
led to the formation of the Cathcart Resi-
dents Association (Cara) and the Cathcart
Youth Organisation (Cayo).

The councillors were asked to resign,
Some did and others were driven out of the



FORCED REMOVALS

People who eventually agreed to move were required to demolish their own
homes .

township. 1985 saw the start of a consumer
bovcott in protest against the removal and
the deteriorating living conditions in the
old township of Daliwe

The consumer boycott lasted almost 18
months and must have hurl enough be-
cause the white municipality eventually
agreed to meet Cara. It is, however, very
clear from their ignorant and insensitive re-
sponse to the very reasonable political and
economic demands, that they had very little
insight into the senousness of the situation.
They assessed it in terms of racal criteria
and seemingly understood very little about
the inter-related nature of the demands.
Tht_‘. chose o deal with every demand
separately and projected the blame for
things on the black community themselves.

The demand for a minimum wage of RS0
was met with the following response: “The
people of Cathcart don’t want to work, that
s why their wages are so low.” It is obvious
that this level of logic could never solve the
problems of Cathcart. A stalemate was
reached and no further communication
took place between Cara and the mumcpal-
ity

In the meantime, the first houses were
being buill for state emplovess in Kati-Kati
Teachers and nurses were allegedly threat-
ened with the loss of their jobs if they did
not move. The residents” attitudes hardened
towards the town committer which was by
then all geared up for the development of
the new township

It was, however, clear that neither the
town committee under its infamous mayor,
Mr Sili, nor the government, were prepared
to accede to the demand to stop the re-
moval and to upgrade and maintain the old
township,

The declaration of the State of Emergency
in June 1986 finally brought Cathcart to the
third phase in the process of “voluntary
removal” described earlier. The community
leaders were detained, amongst them Mr T
Mkwenshe (a state prosecutor) and Mr K
Sigidi who runs the Cathcart Advice Office.
The detentions and general repression un-

der the State of Emergency made organised
resistance just aboul impossible. The rent
and consumer boycolts collapsed and the
residents’ and vouth organisations and
street committees were unable to operate.

This was obviously ideal ground for the
removal process, The mayor of Kati-Kati
was well-connected in government struc-
tures and managed to obtain a staggering
amoumt of R10 million for the development
of the new township.

Conditions detenorated in the old town-
ship and more and more pressure was ex-
erted on residents o move. No attention
was paid to residents’ very legitimate rea-
sons for not wanting to move

The central reasons being that they could
not afford the new houses, were not happy
with the compensation onginally offered.
nor with the sire of the plots and that they
have a nght o stay where they choose - a
place they have occupied for over a 100
vears

Structures that people erected on vacant
plots were demolished - in winter. People
who eventually agreed to move were re-
quired to demolish their old houses. Many
instances are quoted by the Advice Othce in
Cathcart of people who demolished their
solid brick or stone houses 1o be olfered ac-
commodation in tents, or, even worse, in
plastic, cardboard and tin shelters in the
new township. The ofhcal reason given:
“to get nd of illegal squatting™

The reasons for developing a new town-
ship are very vague

One can only speculate that the real, un-
spoken reason is that Daliwe is less than a
kilometre away from the white town, and
that for political reasons it was decided that
any expansion in black housing should not
take place on their doorstep.

This situation has been going on un-
abated until earlier this yvear when the
Cathcart community, especially in the light
of the new political climate in the country,
decided they had had enough. They
marched in their thousands to the offices of
the Kati-Kati Town Committee and de-

manded members’ immediate resignation
and the investigation of their hinancial at-
fairs. Other demands included the admimi-
stration by a single municipality (the white
municipality as an interim measure), the
immediate suspension of forced removals,
scrapping the Group Areas Act and the up-
grading of Daliwe (roads, facilities, etc)

A consumer boyoolt was called again 1o
pressurise the white commumity to pay at-
tention to the demands. The white commu-
nity started to react as before

The municipality said there was no
forced removal in Cathcart, that most of the
demands should be directed to central gov-
ernment, not to them and insisted that the
Kati-Kati Town Committees was the
“elected” representatives of the black popu-
lation of Cathcart and that demands should
therefore be directed 1o them

The business community onginally re-
sponded by sending the following commu-
nique to the town's white residentss “The
business people of Cathcart are appealing
for vour support in trying to counter the
currenl boycott. We would like to prevent
as much money as possible from going into
the black townships and thus force the
black people to stop boveotting. This can be
effected by either paving vour servant(s) off
or if mot, 'F‘F[It“t'lh them onto shord time and
reducing their salaries appropriately. This
can be done with the understanding that
these people will be re-employed once the
boycott is over.”

They added that the demands could only
be solved by central government.

Fortunately this hardline did not gel
them anywhere: the economic situation in
the country has worsened considerably
since 1985 and the new political climate pre-
vented them from calling on the state’s ne-
pressive machinery to solve the problem.

EVENTUALLY ik of outside me

diation was heard from both sides and
ldasa’s director in the Border region was
asked o come and assess the situabion and
possibly act as a mediator. Many hours of
discussion followed and many docments
were read in order to understand the his-
tory and context of this confrontation

Eventually Mr Andre de Wet., DPF MP,
was also invobved, and after one wondrous
day of talks with all parties concerned,

ople were shaking hands, saving the
usual “we did not know™ and planning fu-
ture mevtings

The mavor of Cathcart, Mr Rossouw, <aid
he first had 1o get a mandate lpﬁ:lph' learn
tast) from the white ratepayers betore enter-
ing into negotiations. This mandate was
given and a meeting took place between
Cara and the white municipality. Although
there is still a long way to go, the consumer
bovcott has now been suspended and hope-
[ulhr More h:lmluli'l will be created in a
]:lmcl_w'- of ongoing dialogue.

Idasa in the Border was once again
amazed at the power of information. The
overall reaction from white councillors was
one of “we never thought of it like that”
This has motivated us to concentrate on
“information spill”, as the Amencans say,

Hermien Kotzé is the regional director of
Idasa in the Border area.
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Lessons from @&

Namibia

Namibia is not a model for change inside South
Africa, but it holds important lessons for under-
standing the process of change, nation-building
and approaches to conflict resolution, says
Antony Goldman, research fellow at the SA

Institute for International Affairs.

AN ATTEMPT to draw elusive (r-

recongilable T ].ur.!ih']*'- betwern what has
passed in Namubia and what awaits the Re-
pubilic failed at a conference at Wits Umiver-
sity in Apnl, organised by ldasa and the
SAIRR

That the task was impossible should have
been clear after the opening speech of ldasa
director Van Zyl Slabbert, who pointed out
11 fundamental differences between the
Pwioy SeCIr oS

In 0 many ways, of course, the experi-
ence of transition in Namibia has been en-
tirely unigque. As Slabbert explained, the in-
ternational community had a legitimate role
to play in lostering change in the former
South African colony. This manifested itself
in the independence settlement, UN resolu-
tion 435, which was the result of prolonged
international mediabon

The birth of independent Namibia was
not, as State President F W de Klerk as-
serted in the last few minutes of colonial
rule, “an Afncan solution to an Afncan
problem™ but the result of painstaking ne-
gotiations which involved not only African
states and the UN, but a good deal of bilat-
eral diplomacy on the part of the major
Western powers, the Soviet Union and its
Cuban allies

The imternational community will clearly
plav a far less prominent role in bringing
about change in South Africa. No solution
will be found without the active involve-
ment of at least the magpor (if not all) internal
political movements

The fact that there exist in Namibia no
parties o the left of Swapo.comprises an-
other fundamental contrast between the
process of change in Namibwa and that in
South Afnca

Nevertheliss, an l.ll'iﬂl"l"thﬂl.."lﬂﬂ of the
process of change and an awareness of the
approaches adopted to conflict resolution in
Namibia is instructive in general terms.
Therefore, the process of nation-building in
Namibia, examined on its own merits rather
than by way of developing an insight into
future changes in South Africa, holds im-
portant lessons

Perhaps the conference’s identity crisis
became inevitable when only a handful of
the 14 invited speakers elected to stick to
their given topics

il /

)/
12
3

Prot John Barratt and Ms Nora Chase.

Gerson Kapmune, a lecturer in exonomics
at the University of Namibia, provided an
erudite analysis of the nature of the Namib-
ian economy and the distortions it inhents
from its colonial past. But he fadled to ad-
dress the truly fundamental issue of
whether the new nation’s economic policy
can ensure both the redistribution of wealth
and economic growth

Even in the workshop which followed,
debate on this critical issue was hijacked by
sterile and predictable abstracted argu-
ments on the merits of the free-market, and
little insight was forthcoming

Mr John Ya Otto, general secretary of the
National Union of Namibian Workers,
speaking on the subject “How are union
nghts compatible with independence?”,
clumsily side-stepped the apparent contra-
dictions between his stated position that his
movement was truly independent, while at
the same hime being heavily imvolved in the
organisation of Swapo, and identifying un-
equivocally with its political agenda

Woltgang Werner from the LUniversity of
Cape Town, addressing the land question,
provided a neat and keenly argued analysis
of the pattern of land alienation during the
colonial period.

But he admitted, with a commendable
degree of frankness, that it was not yet pos-
sible to look seriously at the prospects tor
land reform, since Swapo did not yet have
an explicit land policy or a clearly articu-
lated statement of intention. Nor indeed
were any reliable statistics available

Andre du Pisani of the SA Institute for
international Affairs provided a thoughtful
paper on how the achievement of Namibian
independence may alter the political land-
scape of Southern Africa

He highhighted Namibia's potential role
in mediating the conflict in Angola and the
new dimension that would be added to re-
gional bodies - the SADCC and the Frontline
states on the one hand, and the South Afri-
can Customs Union on the other.

He recalled the Namibian president’s of-
fer on independence day to assist the proc-
ess of change in South Africa itself, but did
not shy away from the tensions which
could still arise in the region as a conse-
quence of South Africa’s stubborn occupa-
bon of Walvis Bay

Du Pisani was followed bv Jackson

Mthembu of the United Democratic Front
Speaking as “an activist”, Mthembu dis-
torted (a8 he later concedoed dunng Jus-
tions) the nature of Swapo's ditficultyes in
organising its election campaign after the
return of its exiled lt';'idt‘l‘hhi'l;‘_ last vear

He chose to overlook entirely what was
described by Namibia National Front vice-
'|;'l|'l_"'1-'|.1;.h.'ﬂ1' Mora Chase as the valiant
struggle waged by Swapo's internal wing
and the active support of the labour move-
ment under South African rule.

IT WAS ot until the OPENINg SCSSI0N

of the second day, when Chase addressed
the conference, that any speaker had been
prepared to admit that with Namiba's in-
dependence only a month old, it was tar too
early to pudge the new government's per-
lormande

New governments, she argued, are usu-
ally given a 10-day penod of grace. Per-
haps, though, it was more difficull for some
of the key speakers to talk freely about the
process of nation-building when so many
clearly had their eves on desirable jobs un-
der the new administration

But the conference did have its reward-
ing moments. The session on “The chal-
lenges of building a single nation” was eas-
ily the most successful and inspiring of the
two davs. Both Chase and Keith Vermeulen
of the Namibia Council of Churches spoke
well, provoking some excellent questions
and a lively debate

Chase argued that the government ap-
peared far too complacent in addressing the
.if-;qt.llmnu of those who had voted it into
office last November. Many in Namibia
were beginning to feel that the concept of
national reconaliation was merely a euphe-
mism for appeasing the interests of the
while community, commercial farmers and
international capital. The difference be-
tween “pragmatic policies” and “selling-
out” was becoming increasingly ditficult to
recognise,

A question from the floor raised an issue
relating to the constitution which had un-
fortunately been overlooked during Gerard
Erasmus's paper the previous dayv: How
could Swapo deliver the perceived fruits of
independence when the constitution, ¢com-
mendable though it may be, had been
superimposed on the existing colomal bu-
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reaucracy?

The new govern-
ment does not have
full access to the
state, nor its re-
sources. As Chase
agreed, a whole
package of legisla-
tion will have to be
passed by the Na-
tional Assembly (af-
fecting for example,
military, police and
intelligence serv-
ices) before the fun-
damental changes
needed to satisfay
popular aspirations
can be achieved.

In the meantime,
much of the old
status quo will have
to be preserved if
the government is
to function at all ef-

ey GELL DE VLEG

fectively.

Vermeulen explained that the role of the
churches is likely to be of critical impor-
tance, given the intensity of religious feel-
ing, especially in the north of the country.

Nor did he shy away from the contradic-
hons inherent in this role: the church is to
play a key role in English language train-
ing, but will at the same time adopt a less
hierarchical structure and will employ in-
digenous languages more energetically so
that it may reach out to the needs of the

le of the new nation.

women of Namibia, too, must be in-
volved actively in the process of nation-
building, as was explained to the confer-
ence by Nasilongo Elago, logistics officer of
the Repatmation, Resettlement and Recon-
struction Committee of the Council of
Churches.

Black women in Namibia had been triply
oppressed under South African rule: by
race, by sex and by class. They had fought
side by side with their male colleagues dur-
ing the guenlla war. Those who had not
gone into exile had suffered greatly both
physically and psychologically as a result of
the fighting.

If national reconciliation was to be at all
successful, the process had to begin with
and actively involve the women of the the
néw nation.

UNFORTUNATELY, the conter-
ence seemed less interested in the precise
role that women will play in reconstructing
Namibia than in indulging in a dreary ab-
stract debate on the liberation of women in
general terms, a debate which lagged some
way behind current and more sophisticated
trends of feminist thinki

Ten years of majority rule in Zimbabwe
led McNally to the conclusion that there re-
ally had been no need for soul-searching or
identity crises on the part of the whites in
that country. It was necessary only to aban-
don exclusivity and racist attitudes

Antony Goldman is visiting research
fellow at the SA Institute for Interna-
tional Affairs.

LETTERS

From Page 3

measurement of performance. Available
statistics have proved unreliable and no
form of accounting exists to conduct any
sensible analysis of profitability. This of
course has led to a misallocation of re-
sources on a catastrophic scale.

I was fortunate to be in central and East-
em Europe during the last three months of
1959 and witnessed the dramatic collapse of
socialism. Never shall | allow myself to be
duped into believing the moral and eco-
nomic claims of socialism. The Berlin Wall
failed to blinker millions of people in East
Germany, only an awesome securily appa-
ratus managed to suppress them. Wall
is down now and the big lie is out

The leader article of The Ecomomist (18 - 24
November 1989) entitled “The Soviet Econ-
omy” is explicit and not amenable to misin-
terpretation. [t states: “Even if Stalin never
existed, communism stands condemned as
a historically unnecessary stage on the road
from capitalism to capitalism. It promised
the moon. It cannot even deliver a pair of
jeans.”

Many South Africans have chosen to in-
sulate themselves against the significance of
these events. With a perverse sort of inverse
racism they say: “But African socialism is

different.”
There is perhaps light at the end of the
tunnel. essor Terreblanche is quoted as

asking: “If nationalisation is theft, then

what is apartheid?” Touché, Sampie, you're
WATT.

Keith Saffy

Johannesbury

Searching for a solution

From Page 5
it were to be employed, must be to make
the manufacturing sector more efficient

within the objectives set by the state and |

not to supply the state with a bundle of re-
SOUrces.

Erwin also had some strong words about
the present privatisation and regulation
policies of the government. He said the pri-
vatisation drive was merely handing over
profitable state corporations to big con-
glomerates. His speculation was that the re-
sultant profits would be invested in the fi-
nancial sector or overseas rather than in fac-
tores which em people.

Deregulation EE.'% disaster . . . which is
purportedly designed to increase employ-
ment and lower costs. The evidence that it
is increasing employment is contradictory
to say the least. What we do know ... is
that it is crealing a wide range of dangerous
and exploitative employment conditions™.

In his conclusion, he addressed the issue
of who should lead the change in the econ-
omy. He said that the majority of i
ﬁgﬂ:ly or wrongly, would be unwilling to
see this role entrusted to business which
was not perceived to represent their inter-
ests. He said Cosatu definitely saw itself
playing a role in shaping economic policies,
“through research, consultation and propo-
sitions which we are prepared to discuss
with an

e Gary Cullen

Regional co-ordinator

Building bridges
S‘DUTH AFR'CA 15 & country of

racial tension where organisations are
formed on an onguing basis to address the
question of reconciliation.

We in Pretoria are thankful for structures
such as ldasa, where Paul Zondo has done
wonderful work in bringing us closer to the
white community. Other structures which
assist in building bridges have meant that
representatives from our organisations
have had access 1o formerly alienated audi-
ences. For example, Studente vir ‘n De-
mokratiese Samelewing (SDS) has enabled
us to take the platform at the University of
Pretoria,

Experience has taught us that any effiec-
tive campaign must focus on specific issues,
which is why we took on the “buses for all
in Pretoria™ campaign. This became mean-
ingful and workable through the assistance
and mutual support of our comrades in the
white suburbs.

The release of the African National Con-
gress leadership, the unbanning of the ANC
and the SACP, the South African with-
drawal from Namibia, the growing eco-
nomic crisis and the growing rejection of
the bantustan regimes have all been mo-
mentous events. In the light of these, the
UDF wishes to call for Idasa and other
white structures to consolidate their contact
with other whites in Pretoria, noting that
this is important work for them,

The UDF will always stand on the side of
the exploited and together we need to move
away from the notion that freedom is a

privilege. It is our right.

T
UDF Publicity Secretary, Pretoria

Censorship rests
on collaboration

HANS Pienaar's article on censor-

ship in your March issue ends by asking
how “to push the censorship barriers back
turther™. answer does not lie in articles
which examine at length, along a conserva-
tive-liberal spectrum, the decisions of Direc-
torate of Publications bureaucrats.

Publications Act censorship exists on the
strength of long-term collaboration and
professional failure from librarians, book-
sellers and those who employ them. When
they adopt independent, professional stan-
dards, the system will collapse.

More important, and rarely discussed, is
statutory censorship enforced by legislation
which prohibits the disclosure and publica-
tion of official information covering vital
aspects of South African life: the security
forces and the armaments and nuclear in-
dustries, for instance.

If South Africa is to become a democracy
there will have to be a constitutionally en-
trenched democratic right to freedom of in-
formation which underpins meaningful
participative government. The debate needs
to consider not the latest fashion among ob-
scure Cape Town functionaries; but to con-
centrate on broad issues concerning the re-
lationship between information and society.

Christopher Merrett
Pietermaritzburg



NOW that the

government and
ANC have started
formal talks the
question of the Na-
tional Party's inten-
tions comes to the
fore.

It is clear that in
its policy prescrip-
tions government is
departing from
apartheid to a sys-
tem which plays
down race. Even the need to protect white
group rights, while still clearly stated, is in-
creasingly being plaved down or rephrased
to a vague point far removed from apart-
heid.

FW de Klerk's new designer-style ad-
ministration is a far cry from the bull-in-a-
china-shop adventures of the P W Botha re-
gime.

A very interesting distinction in the ap-
proach of the two governments can be seen
when comparing the handling of future
plans. Under Botha, plans were stated in
clear blueprints, albeit often quite unintelli-
gible. With De Klerk a new moment of sub-
tlety has entered the corridors of power.
Now, the emphasis is placed on formulating
broad principles, stating broad objectives
which allow for multiple interpretations. It
is clear that government is approaching the
future with a great deal of flexibility. Keep-
ing their cards close to their chests, De Klerk
and his administration will watch the situ-
ation unfold and play the appropriate hand
at the right ime.

The difficulty of government watchers is
that they can do little more than outline the
major possibilities being considered by
those in power,

Various government strategic options can
be discerned. None are exclusive of each
other; all are possible options depending on
how things develop.

Government spokespeople have put for-
ward a range of future constitutional op-
tions all incorporating the key aspect of mi-
nority protection. It is unlikely, however,
that the De Klerk administration sees these
as probable in the short to medium term.

Commenting on this point, the president
told Parliament that it was his belief that
the government was “called to build con-
sensus on the basis of those fundamental
points of departure and principles which
we have in common, rather than now dis-
cussing the details of possible models”.

Government’s emphasis appears to be
moving away from models to some form of
interim solution built around an alliance of
political forces. According to De Klerk,
there is sufficient common ground to form
alliances. “The National Party will actively
pursue such a process and actively partici-
pate in it."”

The decision to seek alliances comes out
of an assessment by the National Party that
it is in no position at this stage to transform
itself into a leading non-racial political
party capable of winning majority support.
The second prize, then, would be to forge
an alliance within which the party can re-
main a central force.

In an address to student members of the
National Party, Deputy Minister of Educa-
tion and Training Piet Marais said that
there needed to be finality on a new consti-
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NP hopes depend
on alliance politics
— but with whom?

By David Shandler

tutional system before the party could open
its membership. A key drawback to open
membership at this stage was the continued
“emphasis on ethnicity in the social and
constitutional set up”. Instead the emphasis
needed to go into forging alliances.

A different angle on the alliance idea has
been put by Cape NP leader Dawie de Vil-
liers. For him the opening up of party mem-
bership at this stage would create competi-
tion between groups who could otherwise
be allies. In South Africa with its diversities,
alliances would be of greater effect.

“In such alliances, leaders can through
structures which already exist, act as a
stronger force in South African politics,”
said De Villiers.

The continued presence of the National
Party as an effective force within South Af-
rican politics is seen by party leaders as besl
being ensured through engaging in an alli-
ance.

But with whom is the National Party
going to get together?

Constitution Minister Gerrit Viljoen has
stated that alliances must be made on the
basis of principle.

“If you share most or effectively all val-
ues,” says Viljoen, “you should merge into
one political organisation. If there are also
issues over which you differ, then an alli-
ance or co-operative relationship is prefer-
able.”

In terms of this principle, the field re-
mains open.

One option being widely spoken about is
an NP/ANC “grand coalition” government

‘The impression should not
be created that the NP is
only seeking allies against
the ANC’
Eom s

of some kind. Some hold that this is a very
real current within government thinking.
Hinting at this possibility, Deputy Minister
Marais said: “The im ion should not be
created that the NP is only seeking allies
against the ANC”.

Observers reason that government think-
ing is primarily informed at this stage by
the needs of the business community. Busi-
ness requires a stable environment over a
period of five to 10 years to facilitate eco-
nomic th of around five percent annu-
ally. Under such circumstances the general
standard of living of the population would

be significantly
raised. This would
lessen the pressure
for scarce resources
and allow for the
democratisation of
the society without
leading to a radical
or socialist out-
come.

In order to en-
sure such condi-
tions, it is necessary
to have a firm state
which is co-oplive
of the major elements of the opposition - in
our case the ANC. Such a government
would not necessarily be democratic but
would be ensured of popular support, it is
argued, due to the participation of the lib-
eration movement leadership.

Some argue that the liberation movement
would be susceptible to such a strategy as it
is alleged not lo have a democratic leader-
ship style. They conclude that the ANC/
MDM leadership is an elite with the self-
serving interest of maintaining itself in
power. Such an elite would be very suscep-
tible to entering into the “‘grand coalition™.

It is interesting that the ANC is talking
about an interim government. While the
exact form of this is not clear, it would no
doubt imply a link-up between the NP and
the ANC.

THE ANC can, however, never move
withoul taking its base along with it. Its po-
sition of authority within the country is
premised on its mass support. A coalition
or an interim arrangement which does not
have the support of the people in the town-
ships and workers in the trade unions is
destined to fail.

Despite this we may already be seeing
the seeds of a government attempt at such
an alliance through the joint working
groups established to clear the way for con-
stitutional negotiations. Government may
perceive in these working groups the build-
ing blocks of a more comprehensive future
coalition.

Another NP option is an alliance of mod-
erates designed to engage in a straight fight
with the ANC. This widely discussed idea
entails the NP creating around itself an alli-
ance similar to that of the DTA in Namibia.
It could include various black moderate
groups, the Democratic Party, and have the
support of key sectors of the business com-
munity. It is claimed that in a straight fight
with an ANC alliance, a coalition of moder-
ates would stand a good chance of success.

The association of half of the homeland
leaders with the ANC and the possibility of
others linking up with it at a later point
could make such a grouping still-born, or at
best an arrangement between the NP,
Inkatha and elements from the three
Houses of Parliament. A coalition of such a
nature is unlikely to have the popular credi-
bility to upset the ANC's prominence,

At this stage the possiblities remain open
with much depending on government’s
reading of events. What is clear is that it no
longer sees itself as a single dominant force
within politics. Its future depends very
much on getting together with other
groups. Just as this could be its strength, it
could also be its major vulnerability.

David Shandler is a research consultant
for Idasa.



