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Unity
worthless
goal?

By Barry Streek
THE :uur—gndmh =1|‘-|*ual-; for unitv

within the anti-apartheid movement and
the black press are beginning lo sound aw-
fully like the United Party caucus pledging
in its dving days its unanimous support for
its then leader, Sir De Villiers Graaft.

Evervone in the party liked “Div"" and
they felt lovalty to him, but the party itself
was hopelessly divided. Motions of confi-
dence in the leader were used to cover up
the divisions and portray unity.

The calls tor unity, which range from a
merger of all anti- .'|parlh|:|d torces including
the DP, Inkatha, the ANC, the PAC and
other groupings to unity between the ANC
and PAC, often reflect similar muddled
thinking,

lhese calls seem to be premised on the
rationale that the democratic movement
should be unified against the apartheid sys-
tem or the “enemy’ and that those in
power will exploit divisions in the move-
ment to perpetuate white minority rule,

There should, of course, be unity aboul
some things, such as the ending of all apart-
heid, the establishment of a non-racial uni-
versal suffrage in which every South Afri-
can has an equal vote, the redistribution of
resources including land, and a different
l"L"ﬂI'I-I.I-l'I'I:l,-'-

On many issues, there may well be con-
sensus between the different groupings.
There may also be alliances over particular
L.;il'l.'ll_'.ldlé_'FIH T l.'l"l.t"r".-l_l_'l'l hT[!llIE'lH L-Eﬁﬂlﬂ\iJﬂ
and joint strategies may be developed.

But that is very different from unity into
a single structure and single leadership.

The real question now should be whether
that sort of unity is either |‘Jri-|.-;'ti1:'f1| or desir-
able.

There is much evidence to suggest that
unity is not really a practical option: the
violence and murder in Natal; the long his-
tory of conflict between the ANC and PALC;
the existence of two trade union federations

To Page B

Whites scramble
to keep up
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Recently-returned exile Jack Simons and ANC researcher Tessa Marcus
received a special welcome form Alex Boraine at ldasa's rural land workshop

Rural land:

ploughing

a political minefield

Land workshop exposes conflicting concerns

By Sue Valentine

THE complex, controversial and long
ignored issue of rural land was the subject
of an Idasa workshop in March when aca-
demics, researchers and licldworkers came
together near Grabouw for two and a half
days to tackle some of the questions.

It soon became clear just how broad the
subject is and the papers represented a
range of topics emphasising agriculture,
access to the land itself, ecology and agrar-
ian relations,

The first paper had no sponer been deliv-
ered than the debate started about where
exactly priorities should lie. Errol
Moorcroft, farmer and Democratic Party
MI* for Albany, asked delegates whether it
was agreed that the primary need was to
feed and clothe the nation and suggested
that, given the constraints under which
South African farmers laboured, they were
doing a good job and the system was work-
ing well. He said that this efficient system
should not lightly be tampered with in the
interests of change.

I |

Slovo on
socialism
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UCT historian Colin Bundy was quick to
reply, saying one should not just measure
the output of a system. In those terms the
cotton plantations of the United States
which used slave labour and the potato
barons in South Africa in the 1950s who
exploited prison labour could be lauded as
efficient, productive systems. “We must be
sensitive to the way in which ec nnmnu is-
sues are bound up in social issues,” he
said.

Anninka Claassens of the Transvaal Ru-
ral Action Committee also responded
strongly. She said such a question set a
prescriptive starting point. It equated the
present (white-run) system of agriculture
with productivity and implied that a
changed agricultural system in which black
farmers plaved an active part would be in-
efticient. She said it was more constructive
to look at the hard facts of South African
agricultural production and to see exactly
what portion is productive, given the vast
subsidies paid to farmers and the huge

To Page 4

Crossing swords
over nationalisation
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DEMOCRACY
IN ACTION

IDASA’s goals are:

* To encourage South Afri-
cans of all races to rej
apartheid and discover an
alternative that is non-radal
and democratic in the true
sense of the word.

* To assist people to accept
and work for a post-apartheid
society as a way of allaying
their fears.

* To mobilise the skills, know-
ledge and experience of all
those who can assist the com-
murities in the crisis areas
of South Africa.

* To provide forums and
opportunities on a nation-
wide basis to find democratic
solutions 1o South Africa’s
problems.

* To assisl in creating a
climate for genuine negotia-
tion towards a non-racial and
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EDITORIAL

Strong hearts and cool
heads needed

THE SFATE of violence which
has followed the historic announcements
made by President F W de Klerk on 2
February has brought many of us down
from the euphoric heights to the plains
of reality. South Africans across the
specirum have come to realise in truth
that there is no “easy road” to freedom.

Despite many warnings that the road
ahead was going to be bumpy and that
there would be many hiccups leading
towards the negotiating table, the feroc-
ity of the violence ﬂng the accompany-
ing widespread looting and arson have
come as a at shock to many. The
publicly stated view of officials from the
UDF that those who resort to violence
should be identified and rejected has
certainly brought a measure of relief and
calm in many of the country. It is
a call which shopuld be taken up by all
South Africans who are committed to
peaceful negotiations.

One of the ways in which some of the
violence could be prevented would be
for the ANC to move beyond being a
liberation movement to becoming a nor-
mal political party. In other words, it
would be In their own self-interest to
establish their headquarters inside South
Africa and more especially to open
branches in all the major centres of
South Africa. This would not only give
them a visible face and base which is
essential for any successful political
party, but it would also enable them to
use their quite considerable clout to lead
people away from violent confrontation
towards discussion, debate and argu-
ment.

There can be no doubt that the con-
vulsions experienced in the newly
emerging South Africa have become fer-
tile ground for night-wing forces as far
as white South Africans are concerned.
There has been a backlash and a lot of
education is going to be necessary.

Whites have to come to terms with the
consequences of the long legacy of
apartheid. An example of this is the
popular uprisings in the Ciskei and
other so-called homelands which were
tragically accompanied by widespread
arson and looting,

It is inevitable that a society which
has been repressed for so long will de-
monstrate in an exuberant manner. This
can so often be capitalised on by a
minority who desire to seek material
and personal gain from the downfall of
dictators and the joyv and celebration of
the oppressed.

What white South Africans sometimes
forget is that the homelands were a di-
rect result of National Party policy of
divide and rule. Despite the wishes of
the vast majority, blacks were compelled
to forsake their South African citizen-
ship. The history of the leadership in the
homelands was there for all to see and
in particular was experienced as a re-
pression and an im 1 t by the
vast majority of those who were forced
to live as citizens of that particular
homeland. If anyone has to receive
blame therefore for what has ha
in the homelands in the last few weeks,
it is the National Party itself.

What we all have to learn is that
political changes and reform have to be
reflected in the improvement of the
quality of life if they are going to have
any impact on the attitudes and mood of
the vast majority of black South Afri-
cans. This is particularly true of the
legitimate black grievances regarding
the present economic system. It is un-
helptul for the business community to
simply denounce nationalisation and re-
distribution without clearly acknowledg-
ing that these genuine grievances exist
and that demands made by the black
community for a restructuring of the

economic syslem are justified.

JA-NEE

The man has taste

Rumour has it that Pesident FW de Klerk
is an avid reader of this humble newsletler,
- Makes yow pink, doesn't if?

Simply Sash

An eminent member of the Black Sash, in-
vited by a youth urgamsauun to help cele-
brate the ANC's birthday in January while
other Sashers were sensibly on hols by the
sca, found herself with a friend in her hus-

band’s Porsche bringing up the rear of a
green-black-and-gold motorcade through
the townships with a yellow van in hot
pursuit. The Porsche, with yellow wvan
ghied to its tail, got separated from the rest
of the procession at a robot. As the duet
continued astray the Sashers replaced
doubts about their mandate (and their
Porsche) with the observation: “We're in
the right role - behind the youth and taking
off the heat.”

- Not a Porsche show!

Die onskuld self

Oornag bevraagteken al wat NP-koerant en
SAUK-diens is nou die ou wee van hul po-

liticke meesters so doodluiters dat ‘n mens
net jou kop kan skud. Sommige van die
joernaliste verlustig hulle in hul nuwe
beweegruimite. Eerste prys gaan aan Rap-
porl s¢ rubrickskrywer, Pollux, wat hoog-
heilig na die SAUK se pas-afgeskalte
oggend-kommentaar verwys as “daardie
daaglikse stukkie blatante radiopropa-
ganda” wat nie in pas is met die "nuwe
politiek” nie.

- ‘it Geval van die pot wat die ketel verwyt? Of
is die lewe now maar net ‘n bietjie saai met
minder propaganda?

Call for bold action

Adding a small - and rather mde - twist to
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If one can find common agreement
that the restructuring of the economic
system is necessary then the debate can
start as to whether nationalisation will
bring this about or whether there are
any other ways and means of restoring a
just economic system in South Africa.
The painful reality is that we have a
vast chasm between a minority who are
well fed and well clothed and have
these basic requirements as a result of
maximum opportunity, and the vast ma-
jority who are not only very often
poorly clad, badly housed and unem-
ployed, but in many of the rural areas
actually face starvation.

South Africa has certainly scaled the
heights and has as often been plunged
into gloom and despair over the last
weeks and months. There is nothing
which sugpests that we are not going to
continue to have the same amount of
fluidity and rapid change of mood in
the future. What is required is a great
deal of understanding, decisive action,
strong hearts and cool heads.

- Alex Boraine
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a popular conservation slogan, a bumper
sticker articulates the fears and frustrations
of some South Africans about their future.
“F—k the rhino. Save the whites”, it exhorts
passing motorists.

- Go along, do your little bit to rescue the white
riving from extinction!

Viva Randburg!

Die ANC sal binne enkele maande in ons
midde wees - mel kantore, koerante en al -
in al die groot sentrums van Johannesburg
tot Kaapstad. Daar is blykbaar 'n behoefte

om hul ondersteuning in die blanke ge- 9

meenskap uit te brei. En dit kan natuurlik
vir sommige politicd voor 'n moeilike keuse

stel. 5008 ‘'n UDF-leier onlangs opgemerk
het: “Dan sal ons sien of Wynand Malan by
die ANC gaan aansluit - en of Denis Wor-
rall teruggaan na die Nasionale Party toe.”
- Moeilike tye,

Come home Mr Mandela,
all is forgiven

When the hunger strike and homelands
crises were assuming alarming proportions
in March, Justice Minister Kobie Coetsee
made an emergency call to Harare to re-
uest Nelson Mandela’s early return so he
could deal with the deteriorating situation.
= We're growing up fast now.

LETTERS

Addresss your letters to: The Editor,
Democracy in Action, 1 Penzance
Road, Mowbray 7700.

Environment
neglected

I HAVE read your December newsletter
but | am alarmed that there is not even a

mention of the environment.

The total obsession with political mat-
ters in South Africa shows an immaturity
of understanding of some of the real is-
sues that we will have to face in the new
South Africa - water, food, air, recreation,
nature conservation. These are going to
have to be addressed if we are to survive
as a reasonably civilised country

I would strongly recommend that
Idasa looks into the multinational com-

|| pany which proposes to rip the guts out
of the dunes at Lake St Lucia, just having

successfully done so north of Richards
Bay.

The international conservation commu-
nity will eventually turn on us if we do
not behave responsibly and the repercus-

| sions will be felt for a long time

lan Player
Wilderness Leadership School, Natal

Idasa shares your concern about the enmi-
ronment. We have run a number of projects
winch mcluded such focuses - and there are
more fo come. The December issue of Democ-
racy im Action had a comprehensive report on
a “green” forum hosted by Idasa in Pretorm

Editor

Uprooted and
abandoned

| AM very grateful to Paul Zondo of
Idasa for his thoughtfulness and kind-
ness in organising our visit to Winter-
veld. What we saw was a graphic illus-
tration of the poverty and squalor that
results directly from apartheid policies.
We witnessed a people who had been up-
rooted, forcibly moved into a desolate
place and given virtually no matenal as-
sistance. In this environment the work of
the Sisters of Mercy is an inspiration and
the Australian Embassy is pleased to be
able to help them.

It is important that foreign representa-
tives be aware of places like Winterveld
and the suffering of the people living
there and we are very grateful to you for
you very excellent organisation of the
visit.

I Sprott
Australian Embassy, Pretoria

Opinions expressed in Democracy in
Action are not necessarily those of
Idasa




Face to face
with MK
in Lusaka

By Nic Borain

Mﬂ‘l" 1990 will see the first meeting of
the two protagonists who perhaps
symbolise the conflict inSouth Africa at
its sharpest: the military wing of the
ANC, Umkhonto we Sizwe, and arange
of SADF-linked South Africans from
inside the country.

ldasa will be hosting this four-day
conference in Lusaka, providing a
unique forum for the parties concerned
to examine vital issues that are part
and parcel ot the negotiabion process:
the de-escalation and cessation of hos-
tilities. The challenges facing the mili-
tary forces in a projected post-negotia-
Fionis Fl]'l.;l.‘-l,," will also be identified and
examined.

A highlight of the conference is
bound to be the early session where
the delegates introduce themselves and
their personal military histories, not
least For the tremendots eij.r|111'|g:|]i5|1:'| i1}
weapons being exchanged for words
by “enemies” in the most serious sense
ol the word.

Delegates include former SADF gen-
erals and other tormer senior officers,
men who have recently served in the
SADF as conscripts, academics, mem-
bers of the End Conscription Cam-
paign and representatives of the Tran-
skei Defence Force. The SADF has
been invited to send formal representa-
tives but it seems more likely that it
will, instead, monitor the pru-l:a‘t:s.iingh
closely. Several of the academics at-
tending are expected to do so in con-
sultation with the SADF.

The meat of the agenda will be a
good look at the role of the military in
lransitional societies, in parbicular in
the South Africa of 1990,

The wvital gquestion for historically
anatagonistic :11i|:it'ﬂ1‘j..' forces is how to
build the trust necessary for a positive
role in the negotiation process. A fur-
ther question is how the process is to
be monitored. Delegates to the confer-
ence will be encouraged to set out
their positions - particularly their fears
and concerns about the future, and
then to explore the options,

A large part of the agenda is de-
voled Lo I‘.‘-'I‘Hil‘l.'ll."l.'l post-negotiations
military matters. The question here
wirdld be how to create a unified army
that would earn the respect of all.

Mic Borain is Regional Director of
Idasa in the Western Cape.

Ploughing a
minefield

From page 1

agricultural debt.

Unfortunately, when it was time for
delegates to depart at the end of a very
full and demanding weekend, this di-
lemma still remained and overall, numer-
ous issues raised during the workshop
were not conclusively resolved.

Mumerous other points of conflict also
emerged. These included the nettle of na-
tionalisation and compensation - subjects
which were alluded to during the work-
shop, but never fully confronted - as well
as why a rural land policy is needed.
Should it address food production, settle-
ment patterns, employment, access to land
or stem the flood to the urban areas?

The best use of legal resources, how
they should protect and support people
struggling to gain access to or maintain

Discussing the issues over |

control of their land was also debated.
Similarly the questions of how to handle
intervention, how to identify paths of
change and then support viable strategies,
produced conflict among delegates.

Land: A labyrinth
of tricks and tales

By Sue Valentine
WHETHEH land is nationalised or

privately owned is a non-issue for mosl
black South Africans because virtually all
land used by them belongs to the South
Atrican Dev t'luprnunl Trust.

So says Geoff Budlender of the Legal Re-
sources Centre in a paper co-written with
Johan Platsky that ItH.‘rLH at 'rhr.-: way in
which black people can “own” land and
makes the point that in almost every in-
stance this matches the classic understand-
ing of nationalised land.

Budlender identifies quitrent tenure as
the dominant form of land use and ex-
plains what rights land users enjoy under
this system - rights which the relevant min-
ister may cancel. He may also appropriate
the land. Ultimately the state has a residual
right to the land whenever it chooses,

In the first half of the presentation of the
paper, Platsky showed how the different
race zones (“homelands” and Group Ar-
eas} in which people were forced to live in
South Africa “derive from an intricate sys-
tem of interrelated legal provisions of quite
astonishing technical complexity™.

Because of this “kind of labyrinthine
complexity which cannot and did not arise
from a single flash of misguided bril-
liance”, the overturning of the 1913 Land
Act and the 1936 Land Reform Act would
not suffice to bring about significant
change. The Group Areas Act would have
to be abolished simultaneously in order to
offer black people somewhere to move to,
and the mesmerising array of land laws
passed by the various homeland authori-
ties would also have to be erased.

Concluding their two deliveries, the law-
vers made a strong case for a careful re-

moval of land laws in such a way as to
avoid leaving people with fewer rights
than before. They warned that unless land
retorm measures were accompanied by real

Researcher Essy Letsoalo spoke on
state land reforms

democracy, disaster - as had occurred
elsewhere in such programmes - could be
the resull.

In an appeal for people involved in the
land question to move away from loaded
ideological terms and confront the empiri-
cal reality of what was happening in the
field, Aninka Claassens of Trac (Transvaal
Rural Action Committee) sel about exam-
ining some of the myths regarding private
property

She asserted that the history of freehold
title or private ownership in South Aflrica
was contrary to its traditional connota-



ard Cowling and Errol Moorcroft.

The burning question of ecology and the
need for urgent action o avoid cata-
strophic degradation was raised but not
carried through sulfic icntly,. Numerous

sakers stressed that South Africa had

tions of free and fair transactions and se-
cured individual rights. [t had been estab-
lished by way of physical conquest, de-
tailed and complicated contracts between
governors and illiterate chiefs, and in the
context of missionary outreach and mineral
acquisitions. Once land was obtained it
was granted to loyal European citizens.

Claassens said that time and again in the
course of her work she had traced the ori-
gins of title deeds at the Deeds Office to
find the land had been granted by the state
to a white person.

Farmers assaulted their workers as a
matter of routine, she said, and were so
confident of ..|4.'!.|mll.1| that they n-,-!,-u,-.n“-l
the events o the police themselves. This
was the case recently when a farmer who
had beaten a crippled worker to death was
fined K100 “Swuch incidents are imcreas-
mg. she added

Land wa= takenm from ].'uﬂplu.- lhr-.'-uz.:h
force and trickery, not through fair prac-
tices. The enfire svstem of private pn-i:‘u'rh
was bound up in racial terms

Ghe said it was necessary to dwell
this history because similar practices were
being recreated daily. The land laws and
Gnmp Areas Ad were siill in foroe and the
present realities in which communities,
identified by the government as black
spots and in the process of reseftlement,
struggled to stay on their land were ocour-
ring under the cabinet of the current State
President.

“We must move the debates away from
the ideologically bound reference points to
se¢ who is on the land and what is hap-
pening there,” she said,

In an eloquent historical overview, UCT
historian Colin Bundy offered an under-
standing of the land question in which he
identified certain themes which could ex-
|:l|;|'m the Flrrgiq'nl situation and constrain
future developments

Firstly, throughout its evolution, capital-
ist agriculture in South Africa had been an
arena of backward and brutal social rela-
tons. Until 1980 agriculture was the largest
single employer of black labour and farm-

LAND WORKSHOP

virtually reached a ceiling in terms of
available agricultural land and present
sysiems of arming could not be sustaimed.
There were also differences between dele-
gates over what sustainability meant and
how to deal wath i

There was consensus, as Mike f:ﬂt'agv
spelt out during the final session of the
conference, on the importance of the rural
land ssue - whether it be a concern over
agriculture, acorss to land or agranan rela-
tions. Delegates also agreed on the need
for concrete actions o effect u'l‘un;._ﬂ-:_ that
there was a lack of relevant and detailed
information on vital areas (white farming
was one such arca) and that more case
studies were needed which involved
people from those specific arcumstances.

Sue Valentine is Publications Assistant
with Idasa

UCT academic Mlhe de H'.Ierh ﬂmu
helped organise the conference

workers were the worst paid labour force
In this context, Bundy asked whether
wiilhd e puh-.:hh' to retain soctal relations
itke these in a different state. Could they
be reformed or should they be Tundamen-
tally transformed?

Secondly, capitalist agnculiure had re-
lied heavily on the state for iis develop-
ment. The supposed “supenor ethoency™
of capitalist agriculture possibly needed o
be revised when considered in the light of
state aid and repressive legislabon to se-
cure land and labosr

Thirdly, the evolution of capitalist agrni-
culture had taken a long time and non-
capitalist methods of larming (such as ten-
ant farmers) had persisted until the early
1960s in some cases, Bundy said the I.1‘:|'|],"|'|I-
cations of this were that an extremely pow-
erful popular preference for peasant farm-
ing remained.

Ultimately, Bundy reduced the situation
to two options: can rural social relations be
altered significantly enough and the hun-
ger for land addressed if large-scale agri-
culture is left intact? Or, can the national
food supply be sustained and can the
countryside feed the cities if things are sig-
nificanthy changed?

To Page 6

Endangered
by freehold

By Sue Valentine
T HE DANGERS of freehold tenure

and the msecunty it ultimately produces
for poor rl,"l_lpll.' was (et of the themes o
cmetge from a paper on land tenure in
black rural arvas delivered by Unisa an-
thropologist Cathenine Cross

She argued for three possible reformed
torms of tenure frechold or indeaduaal
tenure, which she sugpested was saffe only
for the nch; modified indigenous tenure,
the mode for most Afncan forms of ten-
ure; and state leasing, a famihar svstem
under which black people hold land at
present, bul one which might be difficult
to “sell” to the white community

Cross stressed that it was not necessary
to find “THE" tenure system. Most impor-
tant was to provide security and allow for
the creation of tHexible and accountable
i ols.

Expanding on her statement about the
Li:li‘lhi_‘TH of frechold tenure, she said
people did not realise how easily freehold
(in comparison with communal tenure,
where security is relatively good) could be
lost

“Freehold land is only secure if people
can p:w." shee sald. “All too often freehold
land is timebound. People with a low cash
flow run high rsks of losing their land on
a mortgage or because of not being able to
pav their taxes An enormous amount
of land was lost on mortgages in the late
19%th century.”

she suggested that in the prosent sifu-
abhon potential black land owners are at-
tracted by the prispect of frechold tenure
because they sov whites apparently retain
ing controd of their land on that basis
However, whatl many aspirant black land
owniers do il realise B e amount of
economic support white landowners re
ceTve

Cross acknowledged that in the present
fronoimc chimate i South Atnca whites
oo were in danger ol losing their proper-
ties because of escalating land and hows-
ing costs and bond repaymenis

Another danger contingent with free-
hold tenure is the polential erosion of
t:rnpnwurmt'nt and cguity "11.:}1|.1rh4_'|;|]]:|.'
ireehold sevms o b a lair syvstem. but
when land is lost - due o a range of cir-
cumstances - il inevilably goes to rich
landlords from whom the former land-
owner Lthen has (o seek work as a tenant.
The power structures consequently emerg-
ing from frechold tenure tend towards the
inequitabli.

Cross suggested that the violence in
MNatal was related to the prevailing land
tenure system: because much of the land
15 frechold neither government nor home-
land structures can control what happens
in such I:nv.'nhhl!,!-.. [ e vn.lpti:m of phj.rhr-
cal violence thus CMETEEs o the lack of
bureaucratic control the authorities can
exert on land owners



‘Simple’
system

behind
Zimbabwe

SUCCesSS

HOW TO assist the poverty-stricken
peasant sytem of agriculture while main-
taining the highly productive and sophisi-
cated commercial sector was the task that
confronted Senator Dennis Norman when
he became Zimbabwe's first Minister of
Agriculture in 1980.

Speaking to delegates at the Rural Land
workshop about the Zimbabwean experni-
ence, Senator Norman said agriculture in
his country had played “probably the larg-
est single role in bringing political stability
ﬂﬂer 11 years of sanctions and 14 years of
war”’

In 1980/81 the value of commodities
sold by commercial farmers totalled (Zim-
babwe) $18 million. Five years later the
value had risen to $192 million. Livestock
sales had risen in value by 1 400 percent.
Maize production in 1980/81 stond at 42
000 tons; by 1985 this had reached 481 000
tons. In 1980/81, 33 000 tons of cotton
were produced; it was 132 (K0 in 1985.

The reason for these dramatic increases,
said Norman, was the new agricultural
policy which encouraged farmers to grow
crops suitable to the area in which they
lived.

In central Zimbabwe a population of

LAND WORKSHOP

Dennis Norman

about 25 000 to 30 000 people had been
scratching a living trying to grow maize. A
programme aimed at weaning them from
maize to cotton was introduced and for the
first time in the country’s history a cotton
ginnery was built in the area and cotton
sales exceeded $3 million. All this hap-
within four years.

Norman said a “simple system” consist-
ing of three prongs was responsible for the
dramatic increases. “The resource base was
quite good, but it was not available to ev-
eryone, only to whites. We tried to extend
services to everybody.”

This included an education programme -
crash courses through agricultural colleges
for farmers and a general effort to stimu-
late interest. Secondly, the necessary fertil-
izers, seeds, chemicals and transport were
made available to smallscale farmers - usu-
ally on a loan basis, with very few grants
being handed out.

Thirdly, in an effort to redress the sys-
tem whereby only white farmers were
within easy access of transport or storage

Tricks and tales
From Page 5

After offering four possible economic
options, Bundy concluded by saying the
answer would not armive as a policy prefer-
ence but would take shape in the course of
struggle.

“What people want, how they will be or-

ganised to express their desires, how the
state and capital will respond, will deter-
mine the land question,” he said.

Sue Valentine is Publicabions Assistant
with ldasa.

depots, black farmers were assisted to
reach the market. New depots for grain
and cotton were built throughout the coun-
try so that, in areas where it was deemed
those crops could be farmed productively,
no farmer was more than 60km from the
nearest depot.

“For the first three years after independ-
ence we were successful in preventing ur-
ban drift, in fact we reversed it. However,
the position has now changed because of
the success of the education
and people are moving to the urban areas
once again,” said Norman

The resettlement programme in which it
was hoped to create villages with better
agricultural prospects for about 162 000
people in the first four or five years of in-
dependence was less successful It had en-
visaged four settlement schemes where
land could be held as individual land, as a
village with communal land, as individual
land with communal grazing or as land for
livestock farming. Through the willing-
buver-willing-seller scheme (before
in Zimbabwe may dispose of land, they
must first offer it to the government) land
was available for the project.

Senator Norman suggested several rea-
sons why the mme had not worked.
Firstly it had introduced too quickly
and not enough planning went into it.

Secondly, not enough value was given to
the importance of title deeds, be they free-
hold or leasehold, Thirdly, co-operatives
were not always successful and although
Norman said he believed they did work,
they needed to be carefully managed
within clear guidelines and parameters,
Lastly, many of those encouraged to farm
knew little about it; training was needed if
people were to become successful farmers.

Challenging the poor image most white
South Africans seemed to have of prime
minister Robert Mugabe, Norman it out
some facts regarding the Zimbabwean gov-
ernment’s record.

“In the 10 years Zanu-PF have been in
government, they have not appropriated a
single property,” he said. “They have not
nationalised a single industry, they have
honoured every external debt. Every exter-
nal pension has been paid since 1980 - they
have not reneged on a single one - and
they have honoured every single cdause of
the 1979 agreement. We have a govern-
ment which stands by its word. It could
have gone the other way, but it didn't™

From Page 1

because of political differences; the de-
velopment of separate black concious-
ness-orientated organisations and Char-
terist bodies - with such rivalry that
separate organisations in apparently apo-
litical fields such as literacy, domestic
workers and even pre-schools have been
formed; the conflicts over foreign fund-
ing and suspicions in some quarters
about the DI"s commitment to a post-
apartheid South Africa,

Indeed, the pettiness and intensity of
the tensions that has often existed be-
tween these groupings in the past makes
the pospects of effective unity look very

Unity worthless?

remote.

But is it even desirable as a goal? The
answer should be an emphatic no.

The essense of democracy is that politi-
cal organisations go to the electorate to
win votes for their policies and strategies.
If they win sufficient support from the or-
dinary people, they gain representation.

There are clearly major differences of ap-
proach and personality among the differ-
ent elements of the anti-apartheid move-
ment. Now is not the time to patch them
up in a semblance of unity on the spurious
grounds that the system will exploit those
differences and tensions.

Now is rather the time the different
groupings try to gel popular support by
campaigning among the soon-to-be vot-
ers - and let the people decide.

Trying to create “unity” among theose
groups in preparation for a popularly
elected government in a new and free
South Africa will not only avoid the dif-
ferences and conflicts between them, but
it will also create a new United Party
with all the attendant problems that Sir
De Villiers Graaff and his party faced
during the 1970s.

Barry Streek is on the political staff of
the Cape Times




WHITE REACTION

Whites scramble to keep up

By Hans Pienaar
SINCE February 2, political and

sociological researchers at the Human 5c-
ences Research Counal have been encoun-
tering a new problem when they canvass
people over the telephone - how to stop
them talking

Eagerness to discuss re-
cent developments points to
a lively new cunosity, says
Dr MNic Ehoodie, hisad of the
HSRC's Centre for Conflict
Analysis and Management.
But it is also caused by the
perception amongst whites
that they are under pres-
sure and that they have to
keep track of new develop-
ments in order to survive.

| spoke to him about the
perceptions of the white
electorate after the release
of Mr Nelson Mandela and
the unbanning of the ANC.
Unfortunately, due to the
HSRC's privatisation policy,
he could not provide any
statistics from his research,
as these belonged to
“chients™

Dr Rhoodie and his re-
searchers found an eager-
ness among white voters to
learn more about current
political developments that had not been
there in the past. Generally this seems to
be the result of a great deal of anxiety
about new developments.

“There is a measure of ignorance
amongst whites that is a bit bothering. This
leads them to interpret the crisis situation
wrongly, and the claims of the ANC, even
the pronouncements of President FW de
Klerk.

“People who are ignorant do not know
what their options are,”” he adds. There
seems o be much miscomprehension of
the nature of a society in transition - that
the radical restructuring of political. social
and economic institutions will always be
accompanied by disruption and conflict

A complicating factor is the failure of
the ANC to find a more tactiul way ol
communicating certain key features of its
policy for a new South Alnca

The obvious example s that of nationali-
sation. If the ANC means that society
should be changed in such a way to allow
equal opportunities for every South Ain-
can, whites would see this as a logical and
natural extension of the kind of society
they already have

But the perception exists of nationalisa-
tion as a conliscating type ol measure,
through which huge tracts of land and re-
sources are o be disowned and distributed
amongst blacks who are untrained and
unprepared to manage them.

This perception almost shuts out all the
positive pronouncements of the ANC, and

CP show of strength in Pretoria
support s not expected

has also led to a greatly ambivalent assess-
ment of Mr Nelson Mandela. On the one
hand they acknowledge that the ANC dis-
plays flexibility in "'dr Mandela's call for a
return to schools by black scholars, his re-

jection of black domination over whiles
and his statement that the fears of whites
should be addressed

But on the other, many whites firmly
believe that nationalisation entails that
black troops will march down streets to
seize possessions or that destitute blacks
will be quartered in with white families.

This ambivalence and the inconsistencies

The ignorance
among whites leads

them to misinterpret
the crisis situation
e e — =

accompanvying it, is also demonstrated by
the general view on links between the
ANC and the Communist Party

On the one hand, the i in the street
to a fairly large extent still sees the ANC as
communism in another guise. On the
other, most sophisticated Afrikaners realise
that the Mandelas and Sisulus are black na-
tionalists and that they talk the same lan-
guage as Afrikaner heroes like Christiaan
de Wet, IBM Hertzog and the old Boer
generals.

These Afrikaners accept that when
things were difficult for the ANC, the com-
munist countries were the only ones pre-

. @ great upsurge in their

pared to assist them and that, under

standably, “a sort of umbilical chord™ has
dl_“n. L ii'-pnl
“Alnkaners understand that, in their

own history in iimes of frustrabon doe o
an unpopular war (World
War 11} and
problems, many
leaders - and al h‘.lh[ NI
State President - developed
strong Nazi sentiments.”
But Dr Rhoodwe does not
behieve that the general
view of the ANC( as the
last bastion of communism
- and perceptions of chaos
in the country will lead 1o
a white backlash in the
form of a great upsurge in
support for the Conserva-
five |’.|rt:r. In three or four
yvears there will exist a
corps of wvery well in-
formed people in society
But another check to
such an eventuality s the
fact that the CI" has
painted itself into a comer
with its relatively extreme

T NIRRT
of their

‘:-t.]ﬂdp-l.'ill'l.t"- Because ifs
base s still verv much an
ethmnic one, the CI" will

never be able to match the
flexibility of the NP due to the broadening
of the latter's base through the vears. He
theretore does nol share the “optimism
about the phenomenal growth awaiting the
&

“The National Party 15 not seen as a
tribal party anymore. It has a high degree
of 'I-'hlhllll".-' [t can accommodate both
younger disillusioned CP supporters as
well as people from the Democratic Party.”

Dr Rhoodie agrees that big business will
throw their weight in en masse with the
NP, and that in future businessmen will no
longer keep a discreet silence on this sup
port. This is due to De Klerk's image as the
creator of a new and fresh management
style, an image that owes much o devel-
opments in Easterm Europe

The centre’s research indicates that De
Klerk enjovs signihicant support in all
population groups, which would make
ham an excellent candidate for the pres
dency in a systemn similar to Nigenan fed
eralism, generally regarded as one of the
st syslems or a coundry consisting o a
number of minorities

Nonetheless, De Klerk will have certain
obligations He will not be able to cut him
self looseé from the fact that he 15 an Al
kaner and a white. Although it is nol ex
plicitly said to him, his supporters cer-
tainly do demand that he ensures the pro-
tection ol the Afrikaner and likewise the
interests of whites in general,

Hans Pienaar is a freelance journalist
based in Johannesburg.
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OPEN SCHOOLS

Countdown to open schools

By Sue Valentine
WH".E many of South

Africa’s white schools stand
halt empty and dismally
under-utilised, Uepartment
of Education and Training
hgures show that 159 840
classrooms are needed for
black pupils

These are among the stark
realities that have prompted
a host of groups such as the
[J‘Fn.'n Schools Movemenit,
the All Schools for All
People campaign and the
Democratic Party Youth to
petition the government to
desegregate education

Thius far nine schools

have directly requested the Department of
Education and Culture for permission to
open their schools to all pupils. These
schools are: Glenwood High (Durban), Pre-
toria Boys High, Johannesburg High School
for Girls and in Cape Town: 5acs High and
Primary, Rondebosch High and Prepara-
tory, Westerford High, Rustenburg High
and Junior, Grove ['rimary.

Indirect requests to admit pupils of all
races have come from Cape Town High
School, Rhenish Primary School (Stellen-
bosch), three King Williams' Town schools
- Kaffrarian High School for Girls, Dale
College Boys" High and Junior - York High
in George, Brebner High in Bloemfontein,
Queens College Boys Primary in Queen-
stown and Maidstone Primary in Tongaat.

Minister Miet Clase has shown some en-
couraging signs, suggesting that at schools

ar

Open classrooms: soon a familiar sight in government schools?

where parents support desegregation,
classrooms may be opened to all. However
he has yet o give any clear indication of
change, offering only a stock reply to ques-
tions about the destiny of “whites only”
schools and the possibility of opening such
schools and teachers’ training colleges to
all races.

This reply states; . . . the department is
at present conducting an internal investiga-
tion regarding the provision of education.
The investigation is making steady prog-
ress and the results will be announced
once the investigation has been
completed.”

Just where the system of education in
South Africa is headed has been touched
on by Nelson Mandela who stated recently
that the ANCUC would respect the many
separate cultures within the country and

would allow each commu-
nity to run its own schools.

This, he said, was in line
with the ANC's policy of
tighting all forms of domi-
nation. Speaking at a rally
in Harare, Zimbabwe,
Mandela _said: “"We have
suffered for all these vears,
many of our children hawve
paid with their lives. We
know what hardship is
brought by any form of ra-
clalism.”™

Whatever policy s pur-
s sued the hinancal fads of
education in South Africa
cannot be ignored. Accord-
ing to the executive direc-
tor of the Institute for Educational Re-
search at the Human Sciences Kesearch
Council, Dr S W H Engelbrecht, South Af-
rica cannot afford its present education
system. He said if the per capita expendi-
ture for whites (approx R2 500) was ex-
tended to other population groups, school
education would cost the country K37 bil-
lion this year.

Dr Engelbrecht says desegregating
schools and sharing of school facilities
would not by themselves be the solution,
but such measures would be part of an
ANSWET,

He added that by the year 2000, there
would be 471 (00 white children aged be-
tween 6 and 11 and 5.5 million black chil-
dren in the same age group

Swe Valentine is Publications Assistant
with Idasa.

NAMIBIA: A NATION IN THE MAKING

19 - 21 APRIL

WITS UNIVERSITY, JOHANNESBURG

The conference hosted by the Southern Transvaal office of Idasa and the South African Institute for International
Affairs, will focus on the issues of transition facing Namibia — and the lessons contained therein for South Africa.

The programme includes:

® Can Namibia's economic policy assure growth and .

redistribution?
The role of whites in transition

The land question

a Swapo government.

Women's role in the independence process

Building a single Namibian nation ®
The relationship between the union movement and

Speakers include:
Dr Libertina Amathila, Swapo Minister of Local

Government and Housing Designate
® Dr Peter Katjavivi, head of Swapo Research Depart-

ment

® Justice McNally from Zimbabwe

Mr John Ya Otta, general secretary of the National
Union of Namibian Workers

® Dr Van Zy| Slabbert, Idasa director

Costs: ® Members of the public: R75  Other categories eg. students, organisations, companies: On application
For further enquiries and bookings phone Lisa or Nancy at (011) 403-3580/1/2/3



THE dramatically changed South African political environment
has altered the terrain on which many organisations operate.

Democracy in Action spoke to Idasa’s executive director Dr Alex
Boraine on the way ahead for the Institute

Looking to the future

Y OU HAVE sid recently that 1dasa

is an organisation working for more than
the unbanning of the ANC and the re-
lease of Nelson Mandela. What role do
you see for the institute?

South Africa is essentially a non-demo-
cratic country which is reflected in every
area of life. In order to redress this and to
bring about a democratic system, an
enormous amount of work will have to be
done not only now, but over many years to
come. There is no doubt that ldasa, be-
cause of its focus on democracy as an
alternative to apartheid, can play a decisive
role in creating a democratic culture from
which can flow the possibility of a demo-
cratic society.

What does this mean in specific terms?

There have been two major responses to
otate President De Klerk's now famous
speech of February 2. On the one hand the
ANC has made certain responses,
including the decision to send a delegation
to South Africa so that the discussion can
continue. Hopefully this will ultimately
lead to genuine negotiations.

The other response - internally - can best
be seen in the collapse of the homeland
system. No doubt this will continue until
that system becomes no more than a night-
mare of the past. The response of the ANC
and the people living in the so-called
homelands has also not gone unnoticed by
a wide variety of people - black and white.
There is confusion, misunderstanding and
fear among many whites which makes
them wide open to the propaganda of the
right wing. This must be countered. ldasa,
through its regular contacts, can play an
interpretive role, an educational role and a
facilitating role against the background of
these contending aspirations and fears.

So Idasa’s role as a facilitating organisa-
tion is not over?

Mot at all, facilitating contact between
whites and the ANC was just one aspect.
There are different kinds of facilitation
roles. OUne of the strengths of Idasa is that
it has staff and offices at the grassroots
level where wide gulfs exist between com-
munities and individuals., Certainly Idasa’s
facilitating role in this regard must
continue.

Do you see Idasa moving into any other
definite areas?

Yes. For example we have just concluded a
fascinating weekend which focused specifi-
cally on land as a food question, an eco-
nomic question, a residential gquestion, but
also fundamentally as a political question.

Idasa has always sought to focus on issues

Dr Boraine: facilitating role must
continue at grassroots level.

which are going to demand debate and
decision., As we move towards a post-
apartheid South Africa, Idasa is well posi-
tioned to raise some of these issues. Be-
cause we are able to link up people from
different constituencies, it enhances the fa-
cilitating role we have tried to play up till
now. This certainly would apply not only
to the land question, but to the building of
a democratic society as a whole and par-
ticularly in addressing the economic ques-
tion, without which the political question
15 almost futile.

Does Idasa’s independent position create
any problems for its credibility?

On the contrary. The fact that we are not
linked with any political party or any
other institution gives us a credibility with
mass-based organisations as well as with
South  Africans who operate in
boardrooms, top management arenas, edu-
cation institutions and who might have
links with other political parties.

For too long South Africans have been iso-
lated from one another and therefore they
don't really understand either the aspira-
tions on the one hand, or the fears on the
other, and this causes considerable misun-
derstanding and misinterpretation. If Idasa
can bring people together who seldom en-
counter each other, it can only speed up
the process towards meaningful democ-
racy. This does not mean we will not con-
stantly have to deal with the problems of

Idasa has never and will
never claim to be vying
for leadership in the

struggle in any way
e e e

suspicion and criticism which flow from
being in an independent position.

How is Idasa’s re-thinking process taking
place?

Two fundamental ways: Firstly, the ldasa
staff and those who work closest with us
are already involved in this process and
will continue to be for months ahead, par-
ticularly because we are in a fluid period
in our history. But this does not mean we
become paralysed and suspend our activi-
ties. A whole lot of issues have a direct
bearing on the politics of transition.
Secondly, we have always sought to con-
sult widely and are continuing to do so, so
that we can receive feedback, criticism,
suggestions, ideas and guidance from a
wide spectrum of South African thought
and opinion.

At Idasa’s recent board meeting certain
trustees appealed to ldasa to extend its
activities to the black communities. What
i5 your response to this?

This is an extremely difficult and sensitive
question. We have gone out of our way to
show that we are not in competition with
mass-based organisations. Idasa has never
and will never claim to be vying for leader-
ship in the struggle in any way. On the
other hand, in a changing situation it is
clear that democracy is not the prerogative
of blacks or whites. It is a contradiction in
terms to think of either/or when building
a common democratic society.

Therefore it makes sense that an institute
like Idasa, with its focus on democracy and
non-racialism, ought to address the total
South Africa rather than black or white
South Africans,

Do you have any projects in mind in this
regard?

When the Idasa staff met last August to
plan the programme for 199, we tried o
anticipate the areas which would be of pri-
ority during the course of this year. Inter-
estingly enough, we seem to have been
able to project with a certain amount of
accuracy the practical issues which need to
be addressed.

This year started with a focus on democ-
racy and accountability, we've just com-
pleted the land workshop | mentioned ear-
lier and in April in Johannesburg, we will
look at the possible lessons we can learn
from Namibia, In May we will host a con-
ference on the burning question of eco-
nomic justice. In June a national conference
is planned on the politics of transition . . .
and so | could go on,

Mevertheless, as a staff we are giving seri-
ous and urgent attention to new demands
to meet the new situation.



Slovo gazes
into the mirror
of history

DESPITE obituaries in the Western press, socialism is not
dead - but it is ailing. The cure, says Joe Slovo, is an

“unsparing critique” of the “crimes and distortions™ of the
past, and the restoration of the centrality of socialism’s
fundamental tenet - democracy.

By Shauna Westcott

IN THE wake of the collapse of most of
the communist party governmenls mn East-
ern Europe, even supporters of socialism
are recling with doubt at “the mounting
chronicle of crimes and distortions in the
history of existing socialism, its economic
failures and the divide which developed
between socialism and democracy™

This frank admission was made by
SACP general secretary Joe Slovo in a re-
cenl paper titled “Has socialism failed?”.

However, while he urges “very neces-
sary self-examination™, he also asserts a
belief in the future of socialism and its
“inherent moral superiority”, and dis-
misses Lhe view thalt its whole past has
been an unmitigated failure,

In support of the last assertion, he cites
statistics ],'lll.lhh'*i-ht"l.l recently in The Econo-
mist which show that the Soviet Union -
one of the most backward countries in the
capitalist world 700 years ago - now has
more graduate engineers than the United
States, more graduate research scentists
than Japan, and more medical doctors per
head than Western Europe. It also pro-
duces more steel, fuel and energy than any
other country

“How many n,,'.'l;'l-lll.lll"-l couniries can
match the achievements of most of the so-
cialist world in the provision of sncial secu-
rtv. child care, the ending of cultural back-
wardness, and so on™" Slovo asks

But he goes on o warn agamst a “reluc-
tance to look squarely in the mirror of his-
torv and to concede that the socalism it
reflects has been so distorted that an ap-
peal to its positive achievemenls sounds
hollow™

Isolating Stalinism - “the bureaucratic-
authoritarian style of leadership which de-
nuded the party and the practice of sodal-
ism of its democratic content and concen-
trated power in the hands of a tiny, self-
perpetuating elite™ - as the tundamental
problem, he rejects all “pleas in mitiga-
tion™, The Stalinist distortion of socialism
was a hideous mistake that must not be re-
peated,

“It s not enough merely to engage in
the self-pitying cry: "We were misled!” We
should rather ask why so many commu-

nists allowed themselves to become so
blinded for so long. And. more impor-
tantly, why they behaved like Stalinists
towards those of their comrades who
raised even the slightest doubt about the
‘purity’ of Stalin’s brand of socialism,” he
SaVs.

However, he himsell makes no attempt
to answer this complex and vital queshon,
perhaps because parl ol socialist “blind-
ness”” has been a reluctance to engage with
areas, like Jungian analysis, not accessible
to a materialist analysis,

Slovo warns against three other pitfalls
in the process of self-criticism: the ten-
dency to “blame Gorbachev”, a defensive
neglect of the “ideological contest”, and a
loss of faith under attack - the mistaken
view that the Stalinist perversion is an in-
evitable consequence of socialism.

Those who scapegoat Gorbachev, blam-
ing the collapse of communist regimes on
the pace of perestroika and glasnost, are,
says Slovo, “blaming the diagnosis and

prescription lor the liness™

Joe Slovo: Defending the inherent
moral superiority of socialism

Romani@ans «

“In general, it s our (SACP) view that
the fact that the processes of perestroika
and glasnost came too slowly, too little
and too late in Eastern Eun:-pr.- did more
than anvthing else to endanger the socialist
perspective there. It is through these proc-
csses - and they must be implemented
with all possible speed - that socialism has
any hope ol showing its essentially human
face, When socialism as a world system
comes into its own again - as it undoubt-
edly will - the "Gorbachev revolution” will
have played a seminal role.”

On the "ideological contest', Slovo
praises crusading pro-perestroika journals
but laments a tendency to focus so exclu-
sively on self-criticism that the injustices
and excesses of the capitalist world go un-
challenged.

He blames “excessive detensiveness™ for
causing socialists to underplay the evi-
dence of socialism’s superior moral poten-
tial. For instance, he contrasts the response
to popular revoll of the late communist
governments in Poland, Hun]._._an East
Germany, Czechoslovakia and Bulgana
with De Gaulle’s military crackdown on
the Paris protests of 1968, asking: “Is there
another example in human history in
which those in power have responded o
the inevitable with such a cvilised and

We should rather
ask why so many
communists allowed
themselves to
become so blinded

pacific resignation?”’

More importantly, however, he isolates
a mistaken analysis in which “the perver-
sion of democracy in socialist experience is
falsely contrasted to its practice in the
r1|:||l.1|lt~.l West as if the latter gives ade-
quate scope for the fulfillment of demo-
cratic ideals”, The result is that the basic
socialist critique of capitalist society - that

10



in Bucharest

it can be neither humane nor democratic
because it is based on profit, entrenches
inequality and concentrates power in a
tew hands - is neglected.

Moting that Marxist ideology sees the
future state as a “direct democracy in
which the task of governing would not be
the preserve of a state bureaucracy” and
as “an association in which the free devel-
opment of each is a condition of the free
development of all”, Slovo asks what went
wrong and isolates four main sources of
trouble.

The first, and perhaps most important,
i5 the notion of the “dictatorship of the
proletariat”, dealt with “rather thinly” by
Marx as a “transition to a classless soci-
ety”. The assumption was that a degree of
repression would be a necessary interim
measure to safeguard revolutionary gains
from both civil war and capitalist interven-
tion. Rosa Luxemburg warned against this
approach, telling Lenin: “Freedom only for
the supporters of the government, only for
the members of one party - however nu-
merous they may be - is not freedom at all.
Freedom is always and exclusively free-
dom for the one who thinks differently . . .
its effectiveness vanishes when "freedom’
becomes a special privilege.”

Lenin disagreed, however, assuming
that the repression “‘necessary’ in the im-
mediate aftermath of the revolution would
be “relatively mild and shortlived”. His-
tory proved him wrong. Slovo admits this
{(how could he fail to?) but baulks at what
he calls the “utopianism of the anarchists’.
He concedes that the “choice of the word
“dictatorship® certainly opens the way to
ambiguities and distortions”, but contin-
ues to support Lenin’'s position against
Luxemburg's wisdom: that the “limited re-
tention of repressive apparatus is justified
by the exigencies of the earlier phases”.
For him it is merely “unfortunate’ that the
repression became a “‘permanent feature of
the new society” and that the gap between
socialism and democracy widened. For
Luxemburg it was inevitable.

Slovo has more courage over the three
other problem areas: “the steady erosion

To Page 12

Eastern Europe:
Too soon to tell

WHILE F W de Kierk is rapidly earning himself a reputation
as the Gorbachev of South Africa and the media are quick to

draw analogies with events in Eastern Europe, over-simplified
generalisations are misleading. In this article, Prof John Barratt
of the SA Institute of International Affairs points out that differ-
ences between South Africa and Eastern Europe outweigh the
similarities, and stresses it is far too early to make compari-
sons and draw conclusions from events in Eastern Europe.

THE rw-.‘rtutinnar}r change in Eastern Europe in the past six months took the world,
including the “experts”, by surprise. That there was change in the wind in 1988/89 was
clear, but the extent of the change, and particularly its speed, was not predicted. Once
again, the course of history has been affected by the element of the unexpected, which
should never be underestimated.

The outcome of these events is by no means clear yet because the break-up of the old
order is still going on. Other governments, especially in Western Europe, which have to
adjust to new circumstances, are still trying desperately to catch up and to determine the
implications for themselves and the world in general.

[t is likely that no clear pattern will emerge in Eastern Europe for some time, let alone
a new political and economic order to replace the old which has lasted (with only a few
disruptions) for the past four decades. The old order provided stability of a sort in Eu-
rope, but within the sterile framework of the Cold War. Individual countries were caught
in a military and economic stranglehold by the Soviet Union.

It is impossible therefore to draw conclusions and to learn clear lessons at this stage
from what is h.;lppcn:ing. It would be very misleading, for instance, to generalise and
over-simplify by treating Eastern Europe as a whole. What has happened, and is still
happening, is very different from one country to another.

It would also be dangerous to make comparisons with, and deduce lessons for, South
Africa, because the differences are much greater than any similarities. Yet we can at least
say that the dominant urge for greater democracy is a common factor, and it would be
surprising if this did not affect us and many other countries around the world.

How did the movement towards democratisation start?

The Polish people led the way slowly but surely over the past decade, with the persis-
tence of the Solidarity leadership and the great influence of the church. (The election of a
Polish pope was undoubtedly a crucial factor.) The appointment of Mikhail Gorbachev as

It has been the disciplined restraint and tolerance
of the process of democratisation which have been

impressive
T

general secretary of the Soviet Communist Party in 1985 and the development of his
“new thinking” was the catalyst.

Glasnost and perestroika in the USSR generated a tide of new political thinking, which
gathered strength as it swept across Eastern Europe, exposing the weaknesses of societies
dominated by authoritarian communism. The weaknesses included mounting economic
problems, bloated, inefficient and often corrupt bureaucracies and, most seriously, the
general incompetence and mediocrity of political leaders who, in virtually all cases, had
become self-perpetuating oligarchies, insensitive and unresponsive to the real needs of
the people.

They were maintained in power by their security forces and the military protection of
the Soviet Union. It was particularly Gorbachev's removal of this theat of intervention
(which had maintained communist systems in Hungary in 1956, Czechoslovakia in 1968
and very nearly in Poland in the early 1980s) which made it possible for opposition po-
litical groups to promote radical political and economic reform - and even to consider the
overthrow of established regimes.

Communist parties bore the brunt of the criticism over economic hardships and the
lack of democracy. But in most cases - Romania being a notable exception - reform move-
ments took root even within these parties and the governments they dominated. It is
noteworthy that in most cases change has taken place, or is now doing so, through nego-
tiations between political formations, including governing communist parties - as in Po-

To Page 12
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Into the mirror of history

From Page 11

of people’s power both at the level of gov-
ernment and mass social organisations; the
perversion of the concept of the party as a
vanguard of the working class; and
whether at the end of the day socialist
democracy can find real expression in a
single-party state”.

He asserts flatly that “the concept of a
single-party state is nowhere to be found
in classical socialist theory”, describes it as
a “short-cut to political tyranny™.

MNevertheless, he condemns the undemo-
cratic practice of communist governments
and mass organisations, gquoting Hegel
(truth is usually born as a heresy and dies
as a superstition) and noting: “With no real
right to dissent by citizens or even by the
mass of the party membership, truth be-
came more and more inhibited by a dead-
ening dogma: a sort of catechism took the
place of creative thought. And within the
confines of a single-party state, the alterna-
tive to active conformism was either si-
lence or the risk of, punishment as an ‘en-
emy of the people’.”

On the economic front, Slovo condemns
the failure of socialism to overcome the
“sense of economic alienation inherited
from the capitalist past”. Committees of
bureaucrats simply replaced boards of di-
rectors, behaving with the same disregard
for democratic accountability and leaving
the workers in the same state of powerless-
ness and alienation.

“State property itself has to be trans-
tormed into social property,”” he says.
“This involves reorganising social life as a

Too soon to tell

From Page 11

whole so0 that the producers, at least as a
collective, have a real say not only in the
production of social wealth but also in its
disposal.”

Slovo concludes by repeating the warn-
ing that “we dare not underestimate the
damage that has been wrought to the cause
of socialism by the distortions we have
touched upon’ and by stating the commit-
ment of his party both to democratic val-
ues and to an ultimate "peaceful progres-
sion” towards a socialist South Africa.

Lest there be any doubt, he spells out a
commitment to a “post-apartheid state
which will guarantee all citizens the basic
rights and freedoms of organisation,
speech, thought, press, movement, resi-
dence, conscience and religion; full trade
union rights for all workers including the
right to strike, and one person one vote in
free and democratic elections”.

Obviously, this position must be wel-
comed, as must the unfortunately rare will-
ingness to address errors and failures in
public. There is also scope for debate, nota-
bly about “anarchist utopianism”, and a
need for socialists to move from self-criti-
cism (and criticism of capitalism) to spell-
ing out a programme of action.

It has been to the great detriment of this
country that we have been denied the right
to hear this voice for so long. May he never
be responsible for denying us the voices of
others.

Shauna Westcott works in Idasa's publi-
cations division.

land, Hungary, Czechoslovakia and Bulgaria. These communist parties have appreci-
ated that their political systems and economies were becoming inoperable and that
the status quo could no longer be maintained.

Although in most cases popular demonstrations played a significant role in influ-
encing governments, it has onky been in East Germany and Romania that mass popu-
lar action - exodus to the West in the German case and a violent uprising in Romania
- was decisive. Contrary to the impression created by dramatic TV coverage of the in-
cidents of mass protest action, it has been the discipline, restraint, tolerance and even
sophistication of the process of democratisation, which have been impressive in most
cases,

This process is by no means over. In no country of Eastern Europe except Albania
does a communist party still claim the sole right to govern, and constitutions are eve-
rywhere being changed to allow for multi-party systems. Even in the USSR itself a
similar change has been promised, as the tide of democratisation sweeps back from a
changing Eastern Europe.

Recognising their current unpopularity, most communist parties are splitting into
factions or are transforming themselves into socialist parties closer to Western models
in the hope of attracting some electoral support. However, in no country except Po-
land has a government yet been elected. At the time of writing this article, East Ger-
many and Hungary were preparing to go to the polls (in March). Polls are to follow in
Romania in May and in Czechoslovakia and Bulgana in June.

The tests tor democracy are still to come - in the elections themselves and in the
subsequent ability of new governments to handle the problems of reconstruction and
of fulfilling adequately the popular expectations. Only then will we know whether the
reaction against the authoritarianism of former regimes and against the failure of cen-
trally planned economies has led to a widespread rejection of socialist tenets as a
whole, This is unlikely, if popular expressions of opinion so far are anything to go by.

It would thus be premature for observers in the West to conclude that all these
people have become convinced of the benefits of capitalism, rather than perhaps a lib-
eralised version of socialism. The debate on the relative advantages of different socio-
economic systems is far from over in Eastern Europe. There has been no victory of
one particular economic system over another. While democracy appears to be flour-
ishing, it is still a delicate flower which needs to be nourished and which could again
be trampled underfoot, as in the past, by authoritarianism of the right or the left.
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Busines
against

By Shauna Westcott
THE RESPONSE of the ISE to

MNelson Mandela’s early and inevitable reit-
eration of a commitment to nationalisation
is stark evidence of what JCI group eco-
nomics consultant Ronnie Bethlehem calls
“the gap between two worlds”.

He characterises the two as “27 million
people in ferment whose deprivation needs
attention”” on the one hand, and on the
other “a sophisticated global economy rep-
resented at its highest by the United
States™.

The two worlds don't speak the same
language, says Bethlehem, citing a recent
“honest but rather primitive” breakfast
address to businessmen by Walter Sisulu at
which the gap between speaker and audi-
ence was “amazing”. Yet he adds that “in
Lusaka, in Paris, in Harare, one does suc-
ceed”.

Six points of agreement appear to have
emerged from these talks in foreign capi-
tals where representatives of the “two
worlds” have managed to communicate:

= That there is a need for a fundamental
restructuring of the economy to ensure sig-
nificant redistribution of wealth;

* That the choice is not between ideologi-
cal orthodoxies but rather “how to get the
mix of a mixed economy right”, as the
ANC's Pallo Jordan puts it;

* That the structural problems (unem-
ployment, mass poverty, critical shortages
of housing, health and education facilities,
high population growth, poorly educated
and consequently unskilled millions) are
immense;

* That there is little or no chance of re-
ceiving massive foreign aid, particularly
with Eastern Europe presenting an attrac-
tive alternative to Western investors;

= That rapid economic growth is neces-
sary - cuts in the defence budget and
equalisation of welfare expenditure will
not be enough to finance even the most
pressing needs;

* That solutions should be constructed
co-pperatively as far as possible.

While these six points are far from form-
ing an adequate bridge between Bethle-
hem's “two worlds”, they nevertheless
represent considerable progress beyond the
war of slogans that was the order of the
day until the collapse of most of the com-
munist regimes in Eastern Europe.

Progress would be greater were the
looming crisis in the capitalist world - real
(at least to feminists, ecologists and “Bud-
dhist” economists) despite the scoffing pre-
cu:ulated by its somewhat early anticipa-
Hon in communist circles - mature enough
to torce the kind of creative reassessment
now current in the socialist world.

For among the problems faced by those
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Cosatu's aim: a low-cost, high-wage growth path

s:tl:u:m}}ting to move rapidly towards what Cosatu’s Alec Erwin
calls “researched and mandated debates on policy”, is that capi-
talist businessmen have yet to be compelled to move beyond their
cherished articles of faith.

The result, according to trade union veteran Dave Lewis, who
prefers to be described as "working in the economic history de-
partment at UCT", is “a very naive view" of what is meant by
concepts such as nationalisation.

According to Lewis, who is a member of the Cosatu-linked
Economic Trends Project, nationalisation is "about contriving a
lever for the state to give effect to its policies of redistribution”.

University of Cape Town sociologist Dave Cooper agrees. “Na-
tionalisation has become partly symbolic,” he says. “Mandela was
saying ‘We are not a pushover’ on redistribution.

“The crucial issue is sophisticated levers of control to facilitate
mechanisms for redistribution. Formal legal ownership via na-
tionalisation does not always give the desired control. The issue
needs to be debated in depth in the various industries and sectors
of the economy.”

Erwin takes a similar line when he refers to the need for “social
control over production effected through a range of ownership
forms, and where the market plays critically important roles”.

NATIONALISATION

NO SINGLE national question is
more vital or more opaque to

most than the one that recently
sent the Johannesburg Stock
Exchange into a flat spin - the
question of economic
restructuring, inadequately sub-
sumed under the catch-all

“nationalisation™
i ]

He supports control through, for example, government interven-
tion in capital investment decisions and cites South Korea as an
example of an economy where this has been a successful operating
principle. Crucial to its success, however, is government support
in the form of research and development and “coherent and active
development of manpower (sic) and education™.

He also points to “certain potentials” in privatisation and de-
regulation, the former suggesting ways to develop management
accountability, the latter useful in so far as it removes protection of
narrow interests,

Pieter le Roux, professor of development studies at the Univer-
sity of the Western Cape, is also a supporter of this kind of eclectic
approach. He advocates indirect government control of aspects of
the economy through influence on investment decisions, fiscal,
monetary and wage policies and through union and government
representation on boards of directors.

“For social democrats,” says Le Roux, “socialism is today de-
fined in terms of the outcome of the economic process and not in
terms of who owns the means of production. The emphasis has
shifted away from the ownership issue, to the question of who
controls the economic decisions which are of importance to soci-
ety.”’

For Le Roux, nationalisation, on a large scale at least, has been
shown to be counter-productive. Erwin describes it as a “central
question” but argues for “a very much more detailed and disag-
gregated approach”™. Lewis is prepared to be more specific.

“Lack of managerial resources are a massive restraint on wides-
cale nationalisation,” he says. “"We're concerned with ownership of
corporations that produce basic goods and services like housing,
transport, electricity, roads, telephones. Some things have to be
owned by the state - railroads, Eskom, hospitals .

“Then with banks and huge finance houses like Old Mutual and
Anglo we might want to consider regulations governing the extent
to which they are entitled to own and manage other production
companies and what they do with the pmtlt-, Banks are already
required to invest a p::r‘tmn of their profits in a particular way.
There is no reason why finance houses like Anglo - which are
banks of a kind - should not be subject to similar requirements.”

But Lewis emphasises a minimalist approach. “l don't see any
point in nationalising producers of consumer goods,” he says. He
argues strongly for a freeze on the process of prwatlf-.al]{m cur-
rently under way so that economic restructuring can take place by
consensus and with minimum trauma. He points out that while
the debate on restructuring is taking place, a large portion of the
economy that is publicly owned is being privatised and that soci-
ety as a whole is not benefiting,

‘All these voices from what may be broadly described as the so-
cialist/social democratic camp emphasise the importance of demo-
cratic practice within researched and debated parameters or indica-
tors.

Erwin, for example, insists that planning must be effected by
denmcrﬂm structures at national, regional and local levels, and

“more important, within the institutions of the wider civil society
and within all processes of production”.

To page 18
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Kerkorrel
woos them
with blues
REBEL Afrikaner rock mu-

sician Johannes Kerkorrel (aka
Ralph Rabie) delighted over
500 University of Port Elizabeth
students with a lunchtime con-
cert in a packed campus audi-
torium late in February.

Exposure of UPE students to
Kerkorrel’'s mix of blues, rock,
Afrikaans folk, and political
satire was the result of an ap-
proach to Idasa by the univer-
sity’'s SRC culture committee.

Kerkorrel came not with the
Gereformeerde Blues Band bul
with his base player Spiros
Iaxinos to give a concert with a
difference to students who did
not dance or shout but sat in
dim light on plush auditorium
chairs.

Interspersing his moving or
hilarious songs with cynical
comments about the ignorance
of UPE students who were not
allowed “politics on campus”,
Kerkorrel drew an extremely
appreciative response from the
majority of students.

As a young Afrikaner he
demonstrated his ability to re-
late to his audience in a man-
ner both challenging and non-
threatening;. He successfully
mixed a culture of youth, rebel-
lion and rock with strong tradi-
tional Afrikaans symbols and
styles.

Moreover, the quality of his
performance, and that of
Spiros, was such that even
those who would criticise his
politics could not doubt his
musical talent.

Hopefully this type of activ-
ity at the university will gener-
ate enthusiasm and interest
among students.

REGIONAL FOCUS
Racism not policy of Pam, PAC

MDHE than 280 people,
mostly whites, ath:'c‘u.‘h;:i.gJ a lec-
ture on “democratic opposi-
tion” hosted by ldasa in Johan-
nesburg in March.

The lecture was one of a two-
part series on “Actors on the
Extra-Parliamentary Stage'
aimed specifically at a white au-
dience as an educational exer-
cise and to address misconcep-
tions and provide the audience
with a clearer understanding of
extra-parliamentary politics.

Benny Alexander, the general
secretary of the Pan African
Movement (or PAC Internal),
opened the meeting by stating
that when the late Robert
Sobukwe and others broke
away from the African National
Congress to form the Pan Afri-
can Congress during the 1950s

il

. BCM

Mandla Seloane . .
stands for non-racialism

it was because they felt that the

ideals of Africanism were no
longer catered for in the ANC
and therefore there was a need

Teachers challenged by
subject forums

SUEJEGT interest groups provide a ready reason for teachers
to meet together, according to Fana Zungu, previously an Ildasa
regional co-ordinator in Natal and now principal of the Phambili

High School in Durban.

With small committees working in the areas of English and his-
tory teaching, new contacts are being made and challenges to
method and content of the subjects are being explored,

With their very different experiences, teachers are able to de-
velop common strategies for teaching their subjects which open
them and their classes up to new ways of looking at people and at

the subject itself.

Zungu has taken over the principalship of Phambili, a commu-
nity high school based in the centre of Durban. Although it started
1:rng1n.31l'-u-I as a response to the crisis in education it is now begin-
ning to see itself as a forerunner in establishing a learning commu-
nity in which teachers, community and scholars can operate
dem:::crahcal]y and achieve a high standard of education,

FPaul Graham
Regional Director

Regular video screenings in PE

IDASA Eastern Cape has begun showing vid-
eos on contemporary South Africa not usually
available to the general public at its office on
every second Thursday,

A brief introduction is given to contextualise
the video, and after the screening members of
the audience are invited to stay for tea and infor-
mal discussion,

Videos screened so far have been “The Cry of
Reason”, about Afrikaans theologian Dr Beyers
Naude; A World Apart”, a feature film based
on the life of Ruth First and Joe Slovo; and “Four
Days in Lusaka”, about the Five Freedoms Fo-
rum conference in 1989,

Screenings during March included “’Breaking
the Fetters”, Hennie Serfontein’s sensitive docu-
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mentary on how Afrikaners have responded to
meeting the ANC face to face, and a documen-
tary on the Soccer City Rally at which the
Rivonia trialists were welcomed in Johannesburg
last year. Also rescreened was “Four Days in
Lusaka".

We are hoping to create an awareness that this
video programme is running on a regular basis,
so that people will feel free to “pop in'" to Idasa
and see what is showing.

We have acquired some interesting new videos
from Cape Town, and ordered some more from
Johannesburg, and are hoping that this pro-
gramme gains momentum in the future.

Janet Cherry
Research Consultant

to seek a new home, It is in this
tradition of Pan Africanism that
the Pan African Movement
(Ifam) was formed in December
last year.

He said it was deceiving to
suggest that Pam stood for ra-
cism as it supported a true non-
racialism. Pam, said Alexander,
believes that there is only one
race in the whole world - the
human race. Alexander stated
that all the other parties who re-
fer to themselves as non-racial
were in fact multiracial because
they recognised that there were
different races in South Africa.

Mandla Seloane, the head of
the labour unit of the Azanian
People’s Organisaton (Azapo),
speaking on the Black Con-
sciousness Movement, said
when the late Steve Biko and
others initially established BCM
it was to raise the consciousness
of black people and fill the vac-
uum created by the banning of
the ANC and PAC and the im-
prisonment of their entire lead-
ership.

Seloane said that while BCM
stood for non-racialism, it be-
lieved that whites should or-
ganise their own communities
for a democratic Azania where
everyone would live in peace.
BCM believes that the solutions
to the country’s problems will
be solved by socialism. It was
not socialism which failed in
Eastern Europe but the bu-
reaucracy which used statist
principles of socialism.

Paul Mashatile, the Southern
Transvaal ional secretary of
the UDF, told the audience that
when the UDF was formed in
August 1983, it was to be a
broad front of democratic or-
ganisations which were op-
posed to the apartheid policies
of the state. Invitations were
sent to a wide range of demo-
cratic organisations (including
Azapo), from both the black
and white communities. All
these organisations today are
supporters of the ANC and
have adopted the Freedom
Charter as their guiding policy
document.

The UDF believes in the lead-
Ership of the ANC and will con-
tinue to give it the necessary
support. Like the ANC it be-
lieves that if there is sincerity on
the part of the regime negotia-
tions could bring about a peace-
ful resolution of the South Afr-
can conflict.

Patrick Banda
Regional Co-ordinator



UNITY

Broad front of socialist groups?

When Pam will talk to
the government

AZAPO has called
on resistance groups

to unite before
negotiating with
the government.

By Cassandra Moodley

THE Azanian People’s Organisation
has called for a broad front of socialist or-
ganisations to unite to “fashion out a so-
clalist agenda for liberation”.

This was urged at the organisation’s
ninth national congress held in March at
the Shareworld complex in Johannesburg
with the theme, "Reconstruct for a social-
ist Azania'.

Newly elected Azapo president Dr [Itu-
meleng Jerry Mosala said the “200 dele-
gates and about ¥ 000 observers at the con-
gress” reaffirmed the organisation’s com-
mitment to socialism and resolved to initi-
ate a conference of socialist organisations
SOO0T.

In his keynote address at the meeting,
Mosala called for an “alternative confer-
ence of left and socialist formations and
organisations - a conference independent
of liberation organisations who are com-
fortable with the status quo - in order to
evolve a united programme of action for
intensifying the struggle”.

Organisations could include the Cape
Action League, Action Youth and union
groupings and movements committed to
socialism.

Azapo sees this as the only way to block
a negotiated settlement.

The congress deliberated over participat-
ing in negotiations but unanimously re-
jected the idea.

“Azapo believes President FW de
Klerk’'s negotiation package will not be ac-
ceptable to black people once they under-
stand the true nature of his offer, and it
cannot be absorbed into our programme
for liberation,” said Mosala.

“The South African regime still retains
political, military and economic power
over the liberation forces. Hence the timing
for negotiations is premature and therefore
cannot deliver the expected revolutionary
change.”

At present talks would benefit a few elit-
ist groups, the Azapo resolution stated. Tt
would also revitalise the capitalist system
which was showing signs of collapse and
create confusion and conflict between dif-
ferent organisations.

“MNegotiations should take place among
resistance organisations of the black
people, not with the ruling class,” said
Muosala.

The incoming central committee was
urged at the congress to address unity with
other oppressed organisations.

THE Pan-Africanist Movement is
contemplating nationalisation on a grand
scale, affecting all big business in the
country, says Mr Benny Alexander, Pam
general secretary.

“We are not going to nationalise the
boerewors trolley on the sireet corner.
But big industries which go to the heart
of the economy and such things will
have to be subjected to a planned econ-
ﬂﬂl;j" so that everybody is benefited by
that.”

He said the pillars of Pam policy were
African nationalism, scientific socialism
and continental unity.

The economic policy was socialism, a
planned economy within the context of a
political democracy. Pam did not believe
totalitarianism was inherent in a planned
Ec-nnnm}'.

On negotiations, Alexander said Pam
was prepared to talk to the government
on the ownership of resources - of which
land was primary - and one person, one
vote in a unitary state without checks
and balances for groups.

“Unlike the ANC, we do not make a
distinction between a climate, precondi-
tions and an agenda. These two items
constitute for us our climate, our precon-
ditions, our agenda, our everything.”

The land, which had been taken from
the African people, had to be returned to
its “rightful owners” through decoloni-
alisation.

“The land is not confined to a peasant
understanding of the land. It implies the
means of production, the totality of the
resources,” Alexander said.

Asked whether this included factories
and financial institutions, he replied:
iiEuer}rth‘mE.':!

Whites were running the sconomy in
the interests of foreign capital. An insig-
nificant part of the economy was in the
hands of Afrikaners.

Alexander said Pam was non-racial
and was building one nation - “an Afri-

In a resolution on internecine violence,
the congress decided to plan an all-in con-
sultative conference of resistance organisa-
tions to try to find a solution in Natal,
Uitenhage and Bekkersdal.

Other important resolutions included a
call for the international community to in-
tensify sanctions, an intensification of the
struggle for land, the workers’ struggle, the
women's secretariat, black theology and
media relations.

can nation, where everyone who pledges
allegiance to Africa, its development and
its people will be an African, and the
colour of a person’s skin will be irrele-
vant™,

“We propose the Africanisation of all
institutions - learning and all other
things."

““We regard the United Democratic
Front and ANC as sister organisations,
but their friends are not necessarily our
friends.”

He described Pam’s constitution as
“quasi-federal”, having both affiliate or-
ganisations and card-carrying members.

The most important affiliates were the
yvouth affiliate, Azanian National Youth
Unity (Azanyu), the Pan-Africanist Stu-
dent Organisation (Paso), the African
Women's Organisation (Awo) and the Af-
rican Labour Co-ordinating Committee
{Alcoc).

These four national affiliates were rep-
resented on the national executive.

Responding to the question whether
Pam accepted white members, Alexander
said: “We do not accept in Pam any
people who regard themselves as white or
any people who regard themselves as
black.

“We only take those who regard them-
selves as African in terms of our defini-
Hon. An African is defined as someone
who is indigenous or who pays his daily
allegiance to Africa, its people and its
development, and accepts straightforward
democratic practices.”

On Pam’s international relations, Alex-
ander says its strongest allies would be in
the Non-Aligned Movement.

The nisation would look at smaller,
leftist and Pan-Africanist organisations in
the West.

Pam would not regard Western govern-
ments as allies - although Norway was
“quite open”.

(With acknowledgm
Wark in Progress.)

ent ko South and

The central committee includes founder
members of the Black Consciousness
Movement who have spent up lo six years
on Robben Island after being convicted of
terrorism. They are: Azapo deputy presi-
dent Dr Nchaupe Mokoape, general secre-
tary Pandelani Nefolovhodwe, publicity
secretary Strini Moodley, and projects co-
ordinator Muntu Myeza.

{With acknowledgement to Weekly Mail)
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Common
ground for
new

constitution
THEHE is a great deal more

common ground on a future
constitution for South Alfrica
than may be deduced from
public statements and political
postunng.

This is the view of Dr Fanie
Cloete, formerly of the Depart-
ment of Constitutional Devel-
opment and Planning, who was
the speaker at the first of Idasa
Eastern Cape’s “Future Reali-
ties” forums in February.

The aim of the forums is to
provide a space for open and
cntical debate about South Af-
rica's constitutional and eco-
nomic future, after an input
from leading opinion formers
or academics in the field.

Cloete gave an extremely in-
sightful paper into current gov-
ernment thinking. Focusing on
the views of the African Na-
tional Congress and the Na-
tionalist Party as the two main
protagonists in the negotiation
process, he outlined the simi-
larities and differences in their
approaches to a future
constitution for South Africa.

Concluding that there is a
great deal of common ground,
he said that this would be the
basis for compromise and con-
sensus in the drawing up of a
new constitution which was
likely to happen within the
next two to four years.

Possible stumbling blocks
are, from the Nationalist per-
spective, the ANC's economic
policies; from the ANC's side,
the question of how the Na-
tonalists define group nights

Defined in racial terms, this
will be unacceptable to the
ANC. However, if redefined to
include protection of language,
religion and culture, a compro-
mise may be reached in line
with the Freedom Charter’s
emphasis

Cloete’s largely optimistic
address was followed by in-
tense debate among the audi-
ence. The calibre of audience
participation was high, with
many local opinion formers
from different political persua-
sions present to air their views
and listen to the views of
others.

We are optimistic that this
programme will prove increas-
ingly popular as the constitu-
tional debate “hots up’’ over
the next few months.

Janet Cherry
Research Consullant
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Nzotoyi of the PE People's

Childcare,
skills key
issues for
women

A REPORT-BACK from
the historic “Malibongwe’ in-
ternational women’s conference
held in Amsterdam in January
got Idasa Eastern Cape's
women's programme off to a
good start this year.

Marion Shaer, ldasa’s na-
tional representative to Mal-
ibnngwe. gave a concise, in-
sightful and critical report from
the conference.

Debate from the floor ensued
and two key issues were raised
which were felt by everyone to
require urgent attention.

The first arose from a com-
ment about lack of discipline
among young people. In re-

sponse it was argued that
where this occurred, it was be-
cause childcare facilities for
working women are completely
inadequate.

The second issue was pov-
erty and powerlessness, A
strong call was made for
women to gain access to skills
in order to set up their own
projects, create income for
themselves, and take control of
their lives. It was stressed that
women musi do this them-
selves, and must acquire the
necessary skills in order not o
be dependent on others.

To follow on from this pro-
ductive discussion, the Eastern
Cape office plans to host an-
other women's forum where
women with skills will be in-
vited to come and address
these problems with different
women s organisations.

Janet Cherry
Research Consultant

And now
for the
political lunch

THE Eastern Cape office of
Idasa is achieving great success
with its interaction program-
mes, which set out to do no
more than introduce prominent
members of the white commu-
nity to leadership of commu-
nity organisabions. In a sense,
the “political” lunch has dis-

placed the business lunch as a
riority for many Port Eliza-
eth opinion formers!

Towards the end of 1989,
Idasa invited Port Elizabeth's
highly regarded town clerk,
I K Botha, to sit down to lunch
with the then vice-president of
the restricted UDF, Henry
Farrie, who, as a long-time
member of Pebco (Port Eliza-
beth Black Civic isation),
was historically at the forefront
of the call for “One City, One
Municipality”. An exchange of
views and Is between
two of the most expen
civic affairs leaders in Port
Elizabeth was destined to have
positive spin-offs - and indeed
it since has.

This year has seen the presi-
dent and vice-president of the
Port Elizabeth Chamber of
Commerce, Arthur Invernizzi
and Ron Pepler, lunching with
that “‘scourge” of the Port
Elizabeth business community
in 1986, Mkhuseli Jack, now
publicity secretary of the UDF
in the Eastern Cape. In 1988, it
will be remembered, Jack was
at the helm of organising the
telling consumer boycott of
white businesses in Port Eliza-
beth.

Also seen lunching recently
were UPE SRC leaders and
their Vista University counter-
parts

These are but some of the
many introductory meetings
being arranged by the Idasa
staff in the Eastern Cape in or-
der to promote interaction and
co-operation rather than con-
frontation.

Keith Wattrus
Co-director

Pretoria reading groups launched

THE idea for 1dasa women's read
in Pretoria originated in two nm:;g EHWLE
role of women in the struggle against apartheid
in August and September last vear

The need for serious ongoing discussion was
expressed at informal chats after these meetings.

Having consulted with academics and
women on finding a common denominator for
the range of interests, from those who had ex-
pressed the need to gain knowledge to those
who felt they were well informed, the idea of
reading groups was mooted, with the underly-
ing theme of “preparing for a democratic South
Africa”.

The reading group was formally launched on
February 21 with about 70 people. Jeanette Fer-
reira, a University of Zululand lecturer who is
also a poet and novelist, spoke on Miriam
Tlali's “Footprints in the Quag”. The meeting
was chaired by Wits literary academic Gerrit
Olivier and the discussion focused on a range of
issues raised by Tlali's work.

These included the relationship between a lit-
erary text and “reality”, a look at how white
women react to Tlali's negative, unsympathetic

view of whites and to what extent Tlali is influ-
enced by black consciousness thinking., and
whether readers need an academic literary back-
ground to evaluate a book

It was agreed that we would have another
two or three meetings with high profile speakers
m 199, with groups meeting independently in
between. The larger meetings would attempt to
ensure continuity in terms of providing oppor-
tunity for groups to report back on progress; it
would create a forum for discussion; and would
edse the process of assimilation of new members
into groups.

The meeting brought together the most dispa-
rate group of women (and men) yet seen under
Idasa’s auspices in Pretoria - thanks to the dili-
gent planning of Lou-Marie Kruger, former
Idasa regional director. Some felt excluded by
the “intellectual” level of debate/discussion,
while others found it stimulating. This resulted
in lively argument which is always good for dis-
cussion, and augurs well for the future.

Kerry Harris
Regional Co-ordinator



By Sue Valentine
WHELE world attention

was focused firmly on Nel-
son Mandela in his first few
weeks of freedom, shooting
for a British television pro-
gramme featuring the views
of 10 white Afrikaners, in-
cluding Van Zyl Slabbert,
began here.

Flanked on either side by
bive of his countrymen, Slab-
bert launched the discussion
for the cameras in the hal-
lowed halls of Afrikanerdom
at Stellenbosch University. Sit-
ting somewhat uneasily in front
of a large painting of the uni-
versity’'s chancellor, former
state president P W Botha,
Slabbert was at pains to ensure
there was no hidden ideologi-
cal agenda in the television
producers’ minds and thal
there would be no ironic intru-
sion of his old adversary into
the pacture

The rest of the group com-
prised Brevten Breytenbach,
Sampie Terblanche. Wynand
Malan, Jannie Gagiano, Jannie
Engelbrecht, Tertius Delport.
Nikki Koomhof, Laune Acker-
mann, Magiel de RKoux and
Louwrens du Plessis.

The discussion ranged
around the evenls belween
February 2 and 12

The need for restructuring
the economic as well as the po-
litical system was emphasised
by Sampie Terblanche, who
was dismissive of protestations
by free marketeers and farmers
that capitalism was the only
path to follow. “If nationalisa-
tion is theft, what then is apar-

Lessons from a visit to

WH|TE faces are still infre-
quent enough in the townships

to attract altention. Residents ol
KwaMashu, Ntuzuma and
Inanda were that much more
puzzled by the sight of whole
busloads travelling through
their streets on three consecutive
days at the end of February.

Two trips were organised for
new students at the University
of Natal as part of their orienta-
tion week programme. The re-
sponse was good, with 128 stu-
dents in total going on the jour-
ney. This was followed a day
later by a somewhat different
group of 40 staff members of a
local community development
organisation.

The community development

ke

REGIONAL FOCUS
Taking stock in Stellenbosch

;, r

heid?™ he retorted.

Asked by Slabbert what the
National Party saw as the bot-
tom line in terms of negotiating
with the ANC, National Party
MP Tertius Delport denied
there was a bottom line, add-
ing that negotialions were a
joint commitment to finding
the best solution. It was on that
basis that they would debate
matters with the ANC

Un the subpect of many Aln-
kaners’ sense of betraval, Slab-
bert askied whether Afrikaner
identity depended on apari-
heid. Breviten Brevtenbach said
there was a need o encourage
the l,h,"’l.'l,"‘ll.‘.l-l:'l'l"l‘ﬂ,'fll of a "South
Afncaness™.

Giving his impressions of the
move De Klerk had made,
Slabbert said the State Presi-
dent had o sacrifior control
over oertain .]'!hl,"l-l'l."th of the
agenda It had taken
“enormous courage” to take
the decision which implied the
end of Afnkaner domination

workers’ trip involved looking
al the massively crowded shack-
lands with a different point in
mind. They work in an area of
the Umgeni Valley which is still
relatively sparsely populated,
but which might well experi-
ence the urbanisation pressures
of Inanda in the near future.
Their aim is to prepare their
area in advance to avoid “an-
other Inanda”,

Inanda is an area released by
Pretoria for homeland incorpo-
ration but which has hung in
limbo for decades. The effect is
that neither central nor home-
land government has taken ade-
quate responsibility for plan-
ning and development in the
area, The effect has been uncon-

257,
« =~

7 |
ad B

Under the waltchful eye of PW: Van Zyl Slabbert, Breyten
Breytenbach and Sampie Terblanche

Students go
to townships

en masse
A RECORD-SIZED town-

ship interaction took place in
Cape Town in March when 250
first-year sociology students at
UCT were taken to the town-
ships by ldasa and the projects
committes of Nusas.

The social history of the area
was explained with the aid of a
video dealing with the forced
removals that resulted from
vigilante activity in the greater
Crossroads area. The students
had the opportunity to mest the
leaders who had dealt with the
“Witdoek™ war in 1986, and also
visited the refugee area in
Khayelitsha

The harsh daily routines of
impoverished KTC residents,
struggling with rudimentary
water supphes, sanitation and

Inanda

trolled settlement on land
which was not adequately
planned or serviced in advance.

The problems which now ex-
ISt appear almost insurmount-
able. For example, according to
architect Rodney Harber who
conducted the tour, 146 new
primary schools are needed in
the Inanda area. Howewver,

apart from the financial con-
straints, there 15 now nowhere
to put the schools.

Interestingly for the commu-
nity development workers,
many of whom are African, the
exposure to Inanda was as stun-
ning as the experience proved
to be tor the white students.

Gary Cullen
Regional Co-ordinator

inadequate health and com-
munication services, made a
great impact on the students
who were clearly astonished
by the fact that the squatters
were house proud aboul
their meagre structures. They
learnt that the squatters
clung to these dwellings be-
cause of their close proximity
to jobs in Cape Town and
because they cannot aftord
homes in Khayelitsha

The tour ties in with the
students’ study programme
on poverty, housing and de-
velopment, and this was
partly the reason why the so-

aology department requested

the trip The experience also
conscientised the students and
gave them insight into some
urgent problems. Many re-
marked that they could for the
first time relate to the problems
of people in the townships.

Nusas projects officer Rich-
ard Smith felt the trip had in-
creased his committee’'s under-
standing of the Wesltern Cape
He also expressed the hope that
more socology students wonld
l:i"-l'l'_'-q,‘l.‘l]]t‘l‘l"ﬁ' become actively
involved in student politacs

The large number of partici-
panis - almost four times the
normal tour size - was also a
challenge to Pro Jack, the chief
tour gunde The sucoess of the
project, however, was clear
when the group broke into a
spontaneous tovi-tovi i Khave
litsha and, after a delicious sup-
per. decided to go on to a night-
club in Guguletu

Hopefully more umiversity
departments will participate in
similar tours in the future

Marion Shaer
Regional Co-ordinator

IMPORTANT
DIARY DATES

23-24 JUNE 1990

“South Africa
in Transition”

A national confer-
ence 1o answer
the questions:

® Where are we
going, and

¢ How do we get
there?
To be presented

by ldasa in Port
Elizabeth



BUSINESS

Meeting the people’s expectations

Sisulu’s
challenge to
business
community

By Lisa Seftel

IT WAS literally a “Who's Who" of
the business community that gathered at
the joint Idasa/Wits Business School
Graduate Association breakfast in March to
hear ANC leader Walter Sisulu speak on
“Meaningful Political Change: The Role of

Qutgoing Anglo American chairman
Gavin Reilly, Reserve Bank Governor Chris
Stals and JSE president Tony Norton were
among the crowd of 550. A TV screen
beamed Sisulu to a part of the audience in
an adjoining room.

But a hectic schedule (he had returned
only three days earlier from an Alrican tnip
and had gone the previous day to Cape
Town) had taken its toll on 77-year-old
Sisulu. He did not appear to be the same
person we heard at the FNB Stadium in
October and had difficulty hearing ques-
tions posed to him.

Nevertheless, Sisulu’s speech was not
without content. He explained why he felt
present government and business econo-
mic policies were not in the interest of the
majority of South Africans and thus why
the ANC is seeking new and original ap-

= and solubons.

“The history of our country has been
marked by a grotesque sense of social irre-
sponsibility on the part of the business sec-
tor towards the black people. This experi-

More than 500 business people came
to hear Sisulu

ence leads us to believe that the remedies
we seek will not be met by a -apart-

heid state whose government ins from
intervening in the economy.

“We need to employ the powers of the
resulting democratic state to bring about a
planned redistribution of income and
wealth in favour of the people as a
whole,” said Sisulu.

“Old ways of resolving the crisis have
ceased to exist,” he said, citing the fact that
black people are no longer willing to be
forces of labour as determined by govern-
ment edict.

A new approach needed to begin with a
recognition by the business sector that the
people had unquenchable expectations that
needed to be satisfied. These included a
living wage, the basic requirements of so-
cial security and free and equal education.

“Whatever the rate of growth of the
economy, there must be a flow of the na-
tion’s output towards meeting these expec-
tations,” said Sisulu

This might result in a loss of profits and
even a lowering of white incomes. But if
we were to secure the conditions for peace,
renewed economic stability and growth,
we had to be prepared to make the neces-
sary sacrifices,

A future state would require an “activist

Fiddling against the flames

From page 13

Lewis rejects the myth that “big private
bureaucracies are more efficient than big
public ones” and argues for decentralisa-
tion. “Lack of democracy is also a conse-
quence of size,” he says, adding: “No one
in their right mind would want 0 own
Anglo in its present form. It is an ineffi-
clent private bureaucracy.”

On the vital question of economic
growth, no one has gone further than the
enunciation of a few broad principles.

Erwin has delineated key areas in
which research and discussion on par-
ametric planning is taking place: invest-
ment policy, a science and technology
programme, a manpower (sic) pro-
gramme related to education, health and
welfare, the environment, and recreation
and tourism. He has also stated that
Cosatu's aim is a low-cost, high-wage
growth path (dismissed as "“gobble-
degook” by Bethlehem) but has not spelt
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out any details.

But if the liberation movement has still
to come up with a detailed programme
that can be debated in democratic struc-
tures, it has clearly moved a great deal
further than the business community.

Bethlehem admits that “things are mov-
ing too slowly”, that most of the business
community is “flapping all over the place”
at the thought that the next government
might be formed by the ANC, and that
most are “still stuck in the starting posi-
tion"™".

As one who has pleaded for business to
come up with a programme for redistribu-
tion that will pre-empt the need for state
action, he welcomes the open and honest
raising of the nationalisation question by
Mandela.

“It's very important,” he says. “It's
good that it’s generating anxiety. There are
parts of the business community for

economic programme’” which could
involve:

* The use of resources released by the
abolition of duplicate apartheid institu-
tions and structures;

« A movement towards the redisinbution
of income in favour of the ple as a
whole. To achieve this, business would
have to play a part in funding the state’s
requirements, and

* A revision of the structure of relations
between labour and capital in industry and
business to ensure a good working rela-
tionship between trade unions and man-
agement.

‘Sisulu said that a mixed economy,
which is what the ANC advocates, would
come about through:

* The curbing of monopoly power

through legislation;
» Greater diffusion of within mmdus-
try through the spread of ownership;

« The nationalisation of the privatised par-
astatals to maintain the industrial and
service infrastructure and to move towards
a redistribution of wealth, and

* Legislation to steer the economy in di-
rections which develop adequate infra-
structures for a growing population with
respect to health, welfare elc. and with
appropriate controlling mechanisms for
preserving ecological balance.

Sisulu was at pains to stress the ANC's
desire to establish a good working rela-
tionship with the business sector - aimed
at a serious and productive dialogue about
the policies required to secure the future of
South Africa and the economy.

In conclusion, he called on the meeting
“to put aside your fears and preconceived
notions and join us in finding ways of ad-
dressing the very real and pressing needs
of all our people”.

Lisa Seftel is a Regional Co-ordinator in

the Johannesburg office of Idasa.

whom the penny has dropped and they
have started to put on their thinking
caps.”’ T

Significantly, difficult though it may be
to credit, the issue of the gross inequality
that exists in South Africa is still “beyond
the thinking of most business people”,
according to Bethlehem. “They haven't
had to bother,” he says.

He wamns that “one has to be careful
nol to lead people to solutions before
they recognise the " but it may
be asking too much of the liberation
movement to exercise any more patience
with a wilful disregard that summons up
the image of Nero fiddling against the
flames.

A further consideration crying out for
recognition in debates about restructur-
ing the economy is the question of the
environmental cost of endless growth.
Business hasn't “had to bother” about
this either.

Shauna Westcott works in the publica-
tions division of ldasa.



Open (and
democratic)
cities drive

SIXTY_FIVIE participants in an

“open city” forum held recently in Durban
pledged themselves to encourage their or-
ganisations to discuss the form and content
of a campaign focusing on the democrati-
sation of Greater Dhurban.

Providing background information on
the “open city” programme in Cape Town,
Helen Zille spoke of the long period of
consultation and the development of a lim-
ited focus manifesto in order to bring to-
gether a wide range of people committed
lo an open city.

In a panel discussion, representatives
from a township civic organisation, the
Durban Housing Action Committee and
from the Westville Resident's Support
Group identified the need to concentrate
on local township issues such as rent and
water supplies, living conditions and vio-
lence as well as more overarching planning
and legislative changes.

Any campaign focusing on Durban will
need to take into account political, eco-
nomic and spatial issues, according to
Pravin Gordhan of DHAC. “We need to
talk not only about an open city but about
a democratic Durban.”

From group discussion a consensus be-
gan to evolve around the development of a
single city consciousness and of the man-
ner in which decisions about the distribu-
tion of resources and the development of
priorities might be set.

A number of groups suggested models
which would enhance democratic proc-
esses in the city. They defined the city in
terms of the “"Durban functional area” - a
metropolitan region which stretches across
homeland and municipal and borough
boundaries and includes some 3.5 million
people, almost half of whom live in shacks.

“Three matters must be addressed - re-
source allocation, opening the city to all its
inhabitants, and the administration of the
city,” Durban MP Peter Gastrow reported
on behalf of his group.

There was a strong commitment to de-
veloping a process to bring together people
with different priorities and opinions about
the future of the city so that they could dis-
cuss and negotiate these together.

“It is ironic,”” according to one speaker,
“that at a national level attempts are being
made to enter into negotiations about the
future constitutional development of the
country while the same is not being tried
at a city level.”

A steering committee has been estab-
lished to reconvene the forum together
with any other interested organisations,
ratepayers’ associations or individuals. It
will have as members representatives of
the Democratic Party, extra-parliamentary
groups working in white areas, and the
Durban Civic Movement.

Paul Graham
Regional Director

By Bobby Nel

CONFLICT AND THE QUEST FOR
JUSTICE (NIR READER NO 2, 1989)
edited by Klaus Nurnberger, John Tooke
and William Domeris: Encounter
Publications, Pietermaritzburg, 1989.

THlS is the second book by the Na-
tional Initiative for Reconciliation (NIR),
a follow-up to NIR Reader No 1, “The
Cost of Reconciliation in South Africa™.
Its purpose is to discuss the basis of the
conflict in South Africa which demands
reconciliation. The editors make it clear
in the preface that the contributors fol-
low different approaches and that the
book contains different viewpoints, but
the central aim is to discuss conflict and
possible ways of resolving it “on the
basis of a common commitment to jus-
tice’’,

The first part of the book forms a
good introduction, dealing with justice
in legal terms as well as within the
Christian tradition. It also discusses con-
cepts like “the struggle”, "negotiation”,
and “conflict” in clear and articulate
terms. However, some of the chapters
are too long and academic for use in
group discussions and while the “ques-
tions for discussion™ at the end of each
chapter could be useful, they tend to be
complicated and/or abstract.

The second part of the book gives an
overview of justice, conflict and violence
in the Christian tradition. Nurnberger
looks into the question of God as a vio-
lent God. The just war theory and the
understanding of Romans 13 are rele-
vant and well discussed in this section.

The contribution of Witienberg is
very technical and academic, but worth
reading. His conclusion, that the vio-
lence of resistance and the violence of
the state are evaluated differently in the
Old Testament, is of importance for the
debate in South Africa and will certainly
evoke differences of opinion from Old
Testament scholars.

The third part of the book deals with
the understanding of violence under a
broad spectrum of topics - including
theological questions about “who is the
enemy”’, a contextualisation of the spiral
of violence in South Africa, justification
of violence, the use of evangelism and
Christianity to justify violence (good ar-
ticles by Mitchell and Nicol), “mili-
tarised theology™ and the use of spiritu-
ality as legitimation for war (status quo
or struggle).

BOOK REVIEW

Useful guide on
conflict

The chapter by Graham Cyster on the
socio-psychological roots of violence
and the role which a Christian commu-
nity, like the Broken Wall Community
in Cape Town, can play in the healing
of the wounds of violence, is of much
practical importance for the mainline
churches in South Africa.

Chapters in this section tend to be
shorter, which makes for easier reading,
but the structure seems a bit loose. For
instance the chapter on squatting (con-
fined to Cape Town, although the prob-
lem is national and immense) does nol
fit in well with the rest. The practical
suggestions at the end of each chapter
are valuable, if a little vague,

The discussion in parts four and five
on the non-viclent option and its cost is
of the utmost importance and demands
serious reflection and debate, particu-
larly the so-called “third way” theology
of Adriaan Blom. These two sections are
practical and highlight organisations
working for a peaceful and just society.

They contain a number of case stud-
ies of non-violent options and are useful
for those more concerned with a practi-
cal course than with academic and theo-
logical debates. They provide an over-
view of what has been done and can be
done in the South African situation to
reduce the violence. At the same time
they serve as a a reminder of the cost of
reconciliation.

The last part of the book, valuable for
both its content and its suggestions,
deals with *“prerequisites for a non-vio-
lent society”’. It points to the fact that
different traditions exist within the
Christian belief system: consistent paci-
fism, holy war, just war and a non-vio-
lent struggle for justice. The writer ar-
gues convincingly for the latter.

The book’s mix of academic and prac-
tical material is valuable for reading,
group discussions, group work and con-
ference study material. Although some
articles tend to simplify the problem
somewhat, all are a result of serious re-
flection on the problem of conflict and
justice in South Africa.

The material is amenable to use by
people with different approaches and to
both theologians and laypeople. The
guidelines for use in the preface are
worth taking seriously.

Bobby Nel is a theologian and at-
tached to the Duich Reformed
Mission Church in Cape Town.

S
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CENSORSHIP

Censorship slowdown

But no rust on the scissors yet

By Hans Pienaar

THE NEW mood in South Africa has
been accompanied by much frankness and.
with a little prodding, an almost eager air-
ing of dirty linen. Bul what is the position
regarding formal censorship itself, now
that the bulk of the media regulations have
been relaxed and the ANC has been un-
banned?

During the successive States of Emer-

y of the past few years, formal censor:
ship was all but forgotien. The cumber-
some three-tier system only made the
headlines when the Publications Appeal
Board, chaired by “verligte” law professor
Kobus van Rooyen, gave the green light
for “Cry Freedom” - only for
copies of the film to be con-
fiscated by the police after ils
first showing.

Indeed, talking to Dr
Braam Coetzee, head of the
Directorate of Publications
(the administrative arm of
the system), is quile the op-
posite of talking to, say,
tight-lipped morose police
spokesmen, or the Bureau of
Information. So frank is he,
and so ready to help, that one only has to
sit back - he will anticipate your questions
and suggest criticisms you haven’'l even
thought of vet.

On the surface, there are convincing
pointers that the activities of our censors
have actually slowed down. For example,
before January 1989 Coetzee had to put
together a committee (at the bottom level
of the system) from a panel of 130 mem-
bers to adjudicate a complaint from a
member of the public at least once every
week. That only happens once a month
now.

As the system depends on the public for
input, it is obvious that these “new times”
(Coetzee insists that the term be placed in
quotation marks) have also affected the
man in the street. Even more important -
the bulk of objections in the past have
come from the police, and the marked de-
crease in the past vear also reflects new
thinking there.

It 1s also clear that there is some new
thinking as regards the inner workings of
the system. The media monitoring group
of the Department of Home Affairs has
been disbanded, and although the director-
ate only shares the same government
building, this should have a strong effect
on the approach of members of publica-
tions commitbees.

The system prides itself on keeping its
ear to the ground as far as the acceptability
or not of publications goes, Already the
“future ban” (“tockomsverbod”) on pen-
odicals like the ANC's Sechaba have been
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rescinded. This means every issue of Sech-
aba is not automatically banned anymore,
but will have to be judged issue by issue
by a publications committee.

Even more decisive is a change that
seems very subtle. For the past three years,
the panel of 130 from which committees
are formed has consisted of applicants at-
tracted by press advertisements. The minis-
ter makes the appointments, but he is ad-
vised by the directorale on as representa-
tive a cross-section as possible from all
professions and levels in society.

Before this change, the minister himself
selected the 130 panelists. These applicants

A huge snag will continue to
ensure that hundreds of books
will stay banned

usually responded to Broederbond circu-
lars. These particular “Broeders” tended to
come from its conservative ranks, and
more importantly, have entrenched a pow-
erful channel for the dissemination of Afn-
kaner ideology.

Whether this will actually result in more
conservative decisions or more enlightened
ones, remains to be seen. Every member is
expected to be totally conversant with the
40-0dd pages of Appeal Board decisions
and Van Rooyen's guidelines. This ensures
at least a legalistically correct approach to
censorship, but it also a basi-
cally suppressive attitude - that there is a
“correct” way to uce works of art.

But this is as far as the good news goes.
Other developments should lead to some
concern in literary and artistic circles.

Even if the system is becoming more lib-
eral, a huge snag will continue to ensure
that hundreds of books will stay banned.
This is because the ban on a publication
never expires - only when a member of the
public resubmits the item, can the “liberal”
approach lead to its unbanning.

This runs against the logic of the system,
because a provision for unbanning also
implies the recognition that the system
may err - but the onus for rectifying the
mistake is placed squarely on the shoul-
ders of the public, and of those harmed by
the decision.

Coetzee denies responsibility for rectify-
ing past mistakes. Actually, the directorate
has until recently kept no records of ban-
nings through the years, reasoning that it

should not be allowed to possess books
others may not. In fact, Coetzee says, the
directorate itself has to tum to Jacobson's
Index of banned publications, which is
widely used by critics to attack the system!

For the rest, the directorate relies on
those libranes exempied from bannings to
re-submit books they feel should be readju-
dicated.

But even more alarming is Coetzee's
revelation of the existence of what he calls
a "written agreement” between the direc-
torate and the Book Trade Association of
Southern Africa (BTASA), in which the
mainstream book industry is organised.
The society even ap-
pointed a legal adviser
specialising in negotiation
as its director, in order lo
ensure a smooth relation-
ship.

According to this agree-
ment, Coetzee says the di-
rectorate and the authori-
ties undertake to allow the
direct importation of for-
eign publications, without
customs embargoes. In ex-
change, book distributors and publishers
undertake to apply the censorship guide-
lines in their selection of books to be im-
ported and manuscripts to be published
locally.

Coetzee calls this “seli-disapline”. The
man who helped him negotiate the rela-
tionship, Mr M Landman, director of
BTASA, calls it by its name: “This is cen-
sorship, out and out.”

Doubtless there were practical reasons
oo for the “gentlemen’s agreement™, “re-
corded in correspondence”” as Landman
qualifies it, such as the fact that books are
imported from many centres nowadays,
and not only trom Cape Town as in the

But the fact that distributors have agrEEd
to apply the guidelines themselves is a sig-
nificant addition 0 a grey area of similar
agreements in other industries.

The big film distributors have for quite a
few years now had a similar relationship
with the Publications Appeal Board which
allows them to suggest their own excisions.

In addition, the new film subsidy sys-
tem, while minimising state control, en-
sures that power in the film industry re-
mains in the hands of companies with
close links to the SABC, which is still
riddled with censorship.

How to push the censorship barricades
back further is a challenge that must be
taken up by all involved.

Hans Pienaar is a freelance journalist
based in Johannesburg.




