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allot box or Pundoru s box?

outh Africans of all persuasions
should start preparing for an election
Rapid movement to a transitional gov-

emmment — based on .
Elections

DEMOCRACY
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an elected constitu-
tion-making body -
is increasingly be-
coming a popular
political option
When Codesa 2
stuttered and then
failed, negotiators
from the varnous
parties — and in par-
ticular the ANC and
the government -
had reached remark-

on track
able agreementls on a

BY I"AL
: : GRAHAM
variety of subjects

including mechanisms for transibional gov- rl-
ermment.

The fallout from Codesa and the subse-
quent despair and anger evoked by
Boipatong has led to people questioning
whether those in working groups were actu-
ally speaking the same language or were just
pretending to agree. The mass action cam-
paign in progress at the moment was
designed either to remind the government of
the urgency of establishing peace and
democracy or of removing it from office and
replacing it with interim measures which
would be more responsive to the needs of
the country.

Whatever the outcome of the mass action
and of the various third party interventions

may gef
SA back

This 1= a day of mowming
This is a day ol shame -
the events ol Boipatong
have shocked our nation and
the nations of the world so that
even the most apathetic, the
most anaesthetised among us,

Live the
dream now!

At a memorial service for the Boipatong victims on
June 29, the Anglican Dean of Cape Town, Colin
Jones, called on ordinary South Africans to give
the lead in building a society based on justice,
peace, humanity and compassion. These are
extracts from his address.

recoil 1n horror and shame and
have to say “Enough!’

Enough of this carmage, this
brutal slaughter, this degrad-
ing inhumanity, Enough of this
political opportunism at the
expense of detenceless chil-

which it has provoked, leadership - whether
through a revived negotiating forum,
through an interim authority, or by unilateral
decision — will be looking quite soon at least
at some of the recommendations of Codesa
as they provide formulas about which there
is already some common cause.
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dren and woman and the aged; enough of
this blood-letting. Our country, each of us, is
stained with blood deep into our very souls.
We are no longer white or black or coloured
- we are all red with each other’'s blood
Apartheid, which has made pariahs of the
people of South Africa in the mternational
communify is now in its death throes

making of us an abomination in the eves of
the human tamily
These are bleak days indeed We cannot
just bury our dead and gel on with life in
South Africa = because life in South Africa is
about death and the constant burying of
our dead.
o Page 7
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Bilingualism

Comment overheard on the bus trip to the
neighbouring states by a Free State
agriculturalist to an ex-National Party MP
now working for the ANC: “Jy is baie
goed tweelalig - jy praat ewe goed
Afrikaans en k-k.”

— So what's the latest ANC language policy -
15 official langnages instead of 147

Basic Instinct

Anarticle in The Argus on the World
Health Organisation report to mark the
20th anniversary of its research project into
himan fecundity revealed that the sexual
act is performed more than 100 million
times a day worldwide. The headline
stated that 100 million pegple would have
sex on that day.

- Were the other 100 million just sleeping
partners?

Chicken feed
The reply to a request by ldasa tor finan-

cial assistance [rom a Ieéding poultry com-
pany was that they would be happy to
supply us with their poultry products at
wholesale prices.

- Another case of fowl play.

Overexposed

Disclosures during the London High
Court hearing of Jani Allen’s libel suit
against media claims that she had an affair
with AWB leader Eugene Terreblance

a-Nee

prompted one quick-thinker 1o redefine
whal AWD stands for: A White Bum.
— 50 much for the bare facts.

The long and short of it

Al a recent Idasa conference a DP MP was
asked if he was also considering leaving
the DF and if so, which party he would
join. His fervent reply was “whichever
party can guarantee no long caucus meet-
mngs".

— Say no more.

A classic

A notice at the UCT Graduate School of
Business advertised a Classic Golf
Tournament in Soweto which was held on
June 16 this year.

— It seems some Sowetans (oo are in a clas:
of their owon.

Dis sommer dinges

A temale staff member of Idasa was
stopped from buying a drink for men on a
tour in Zimbabwe recently by a Free State
councillor. He wanted to know whether
she was also "one of those non-sexist, non-
dinges mense like the ANC".

- Right said Fred.



Monitors join forces
against violence —
and for peace

violence monitoring organisations, came together under

the auspices of [dasa in Johannesburg, This workshop
arose out of the continuing concern relating to the endemic vio-
Jence which has gripped South Africa

They met against a sombre background. More than 60 lives
had been lost since the indiscriminate and mindless violence
which occurred in Boipatong; the statements made by political
leaders indicate the lack of trust between the major actors who
once had gathered around the negotiation table at Codesa; that
very morning, the newspapers covered the story of the break-
down in the Saccola/Cosatu negotiations and il seemed that a
general strike was now inevitable,

The delegates had come knowing that despite the best inten-
tions of many, we have failed to quell the violence. A Peace
Accord had been signed, peace committees and dispute resolu-
tion committees had been set up, Codesa had been well estab-
lished, there had been some change in the attitude and behaviour
of law and order forces, many monitoring groups were actively
at work, but the violence continues.

Commitment

The same day, newspapers carried prominent reports of the
arrival of the UN mission under the leadership of Mr Cyrus
Vance (Idasa has consistently called for international intervention
and we are particularly glad that the Secretary-General has nom-
inated Mr Vance as the leader of that mission, not only because
of his brilliant and professional record but also because he has
been president of the Friends of Idasa in the United States for
more than three years and has therefore been in very close touch
with the struggle for democracy in South Africa).

In short, delegates from monitoring groups throughout the
country realised that they faced an awesome task. But what was
encouraging, throughout the meeting, was the recognition that
civil society needed to play a significant role in combating vio-
lence. Also encouraging was the prevailing mood of realism, con-
cern and deep commitment. After initial papers were delivered
by various speakers from different organisations directly
mvolved in violence monitoring, the delegates moved into five
mission groups. The objective of the commission was to develop
a proposal — based on the experience of the members of the
group and models available to them - for the most effective mon-
itoring programme in the present context.

Al the end of the day, in the reports which came from the five
Broups, it was clear that despite many differences there was a
clear commitment towards the possibility of setting up a national
monitoring organisation which could co-ordinate efforts but also
take monitoring beyond current work - in the hope that individ-
uals and groupings would be more effectual, not only in stop-
ping the violence but working creatively for peace.

Teeth

Definitions were sought — is monitoring merely observation?
Does it fall into the realm of mediation and conciliation? Can
monitoring embrace facilitation or does the one rule out the

On July 24, more than 90 delegates, representing over 30

other? Where should the primary focus of monitoring groups
fall? Should it be on the police and other security forces or
should it involve all parties concerned in the violence? In particu-
lar, how can monitoring groups take their work beyond merely
observing and recommending, and begin to “have teeth” so that
recommendations can be implemented?

A further question concerned the relationship between the
National Peace Accord and the work of monitoring groups.
Obwviously there has to be co-ordination, ration and com-
munication links but in order to do the job adequately and effec-
tively, it was the general view of the workshop that a national
monitoring organisation should be independent of the National
Peace Accord. Whilst recognising the important role of the inter-
national community, it was also stressed that, in the final analy-
sis, the responsibility for on-going peace was very much that of
South Africans themselves. In some instances the international
community could gam access which would be normally denied
to local groups. Very close liaison was therefore important
between those involved inside South Africa and those who come

from outside.
Proposal

In the concluding discussion it was recommended that [dasa
should take the findings of the workshop one step further. [dasa
will draw up a firm proposal based on the discussions and rec-
ommendations which will be submitted to each organisation rep-
resented. A special task group, with regional, specialist and polit-
ical relevance, will be set up, and once the final proposal for a
national monitoring organisation has been confirmed by the
organisations concerned it will be presented to the National
Peace Committee, along with recommendations regarding logis-
tics and budget,

Boipatong was a scene of bloody carnage, but the tragedy of
what occurred that night has galvanised both South Africa and
the international community into new action and new determi-
nation to stop the violence. It brought about a meeting at the
Security Council of the United Nations. Tt resulled in a mission
being sent from the UN under Mr Vance, who will, after in-depth
discussion and observation, make further recommendations to
the Security Council, which will almost inevitably lead to an
international monitoring group in South Africa. [t also brought
together mare than 30 monitoring groups which have been active
in South Africa, but which have felt impotent in their inability to
get to grips with the violence.

If the joint efforts of the international and national monitoring
forces can save one life, can create a more peaceful climate, then
even the tragedy of Boipatong will not be one merely of revul-
sion and horror but also one of outrage and more determined
action to make further Boipatongs impossible,

Alex Boraine
Executive Director




PRETORIA

Options of

Afrikaners

A public forum on the politi-
cal options of Afrikaners,
postponed m July, will now be
held on August 13 at the
Pretoria Holiday Inn.

Confirmed speakers include
Dr Van Zyl Slabbert of Idasa
and former CP MP,

Mr Koos Botha.

The forum will run between
Bam and 4pm. Telephone
bookings may be made with
Ethel at 012-3421477/8/.

PORT ELIZABETH

Board meets on
poverty

In an attempt to address
poverty related problems in
the Eastern Cape, [dasa has
been assisting a group of
unemployed people to set up
structures for this purpose.

Technical and administra-
tive back-up have been pro-
vided for the group and a
board of trustees will be
elected soon. The first meeting
of the board will be held on
17 August. More information
may be obtained from Idasa’s
Port Elizabeth office,

Population growth in

focus

A two-day conference on the
effects of population growth

will be held on 19 and 20
August in Port Elizabeth.

The programme will analyse
current population develop-
ment programmes and look at
the development of a people-
centred programme.

A paper will also be deliv-
ered on the implications of the
recent Rio de [aneiro environ-
mental summit, particularly
the resolutions on populations,
environments and develop-
ment,

Mbeki in PE,
Port Alfred

The sought-after ANC director
of international affairs, Thabo
Mbeki, will visit the Eastern
Cape again in August to
address the business commu-
nities of Port Alfred and Port
Elizabeth,

The Port Altred meeting
will be held on August 20 and
Mr Mbeki will speak in Port
Elizabeth on August 21. More
details are available from
Idasa’s Port Elizabeth office.

BLOEMFONTEIN

OFS focus

on education

A conference on the provision
and constraints of education
in the Free State will be held in
Bloemtontein on 19 August
Speakers include Mr Peter
Badcock-Walters, director of
the Education Foundation, and

DIARY

Mr John Samuel, head of the
ANC’s education department.

The conference is presented
by the OF5 Education Forum
which was established earlier
this year. The forum consists
of a group of people who are
concerned about proper, equal
and accesible education in the
region.

Participants include educa-
tion departments, teacher and
professional bodies,
community and development
organsations, terhiary instibu-
tions as well as the business
seCtor.

WESTERN CAPE

Destination Cape
Town, KTC and
Khayelitsha

The Western Cape office
recently appointed Faula
Gumede and Charles Erasmus
as part-time tour co-ordinators
for its "Democratic City”
programme.

The visits to greater Cape
Town, which include stop-off
points in Langa, KTC and
Khayelitsha, aim to address
some of the barriers that
divide the city and to foster

r—----— —————

ARE YOU FUNDRAISING BLINDFOLDED?

W 55 000 organisations are trying to get the same Rand
@ Every year 300 organisations are closing their doors

That's why you need an integrated programme so
your work may continue, and funds keep coming in
and budgets are reached.

George Pappas & Associates can help you.
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Phone them now at 011-4753019 or write to P O Box 37, Allens Nek 1737.
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insight into the challenges
Cape Town will face in devel
oping a more democratic
future, All visits are discusse
with community representa-
tives in advance, and encour
age interaction with local
inhabitants.

Each trip can accommodat
12 to 15 people; smaller or
larger groups are welcome to
contact the co-ordinators to
discuss alternative arrange-
ments. Although this project
run on a strictly non-profit
basis, a fee will be charged tc
cover the costs of each visit,

For more information,
contact Charles or Paula at
021-4623635 on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays or Thursdays.

Finances in the
spotlight

The Western Cape regional
office of Idasa will present th
fifth in its “City Futures”
series of local government
seminars in Bellville on
August 19,

The topic will be the financ
ing of local government, The
meeting takes place at the
Bellville Holiday Inn.,

DURBAN

Zuma and Slabber

to speak on health

The future of the health
system in South Africa will
be the topic of the Durban
office’s “Future Forum”
on August 19.

The speakers are
Ms Nkosozana Zuma of the
ANC"s national health
secretariat and Dr C F Slabbes
director general of the
Department of National
Health and Population
Development. Bookings may
be made with Louella at 031-
3048893,

EAST LONDON
EPZ workshop

A workshop on the working;




of an export processing zone
(EPZ) will be conducted for civic
associabons in East London on
August 8

East London has been ear-
marked as a possible EI'Z and
members of the civics are keen
po Jearn more about the concept
which, if implemented, could
have far-reaching effects on peo-
ple in the region. Prof Bill
Davies of the Institute for Social |
#nd Economic Research at
Rhodes University will lead the
workshop.

® The first of a semies of work-
shops on economic develop-
ment in the region is scheduled
to be held on August 15.

More information may be
obtained from the East London

office.
Campaign to
popularise ‘one-city’ ‘

The East London office will host
a “City Futures” campaign in
the the first week of September
to popularise the “one city” con-
cept

According to regional director
Ndumi Gwayi the emphasis
during the week
(3-12 September) will be on
people and not on structures,
the aim being to bring the peo-
ple of East London city, Duncan
Village and Mdantsane together.

Planned events include a
media conference, a workshop
on urbanisation, a youth leader-
ship event, bus tours and a cul-
fural festival,

Winter Saool—pilot on
citizenship attracts many

By FPAUL GRAHAM

orty participants from
around the country
attended Idasa’s first

Winter School on Citizenship

‘ and Demaocracy held recently
at a country hotel near Johan-
nesburg

They included teacher train-
ers, an inspector, a headmaster
and teachers from rural and
urban schools. Although all
attended in their private capac-
ities, they represented a num-
ber of teacher associations and
UNIONS.

During the 13-day course,
presented by Idasa’s Training
Centre for Democracy, they
were introduced to theories of
democracy and the role of citi-
zens in building and maintain-
ing a democratic culture. Other
working sessions deall with
their role in promoting democ-
racy and the implications of an
emerging democracy for the
educational system and the
vanous stakeholders within it.

Amongst their expectations
were requests for a universally
. acceptable theory of democ-

racy, ways to deal with the
demands placed on them, par-
ticularly by students, to be
"democratic” (for example in
relation to discipline and
| examination results), opportu-
| tssues within the context of the
democracy debate and oppor-
tunities to meet with other
teachers and share resources.

They were equipped with

resources, ideas and skills to

handle the demands of teach-

ing in a democratic society and

during the present transition to
| democracy.

The formal sessions were led
| by Dr lan Philips of Natal
| University, Mr Tom Swart, an
| educabion consultant,
| tatives of Lawvers for Human

nities to handle educational |

DIARY

| riculum, codes of conduct, gen-

" to themselves.
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Rights and the Delta |
Environmental Centre with
Idasa staff from a number of
the regional offices. These ses-
stons focused on theories of
democracy, human rights, cur-

der sensitivity, coping with
transition and promoting
democracy. Participants also
took part in selfguided study
groups on key areas of interest

The groups dealt with issues |
such as the implications of
mass action, teacher traming, |
professionalism, non-formal
education and curriculum
development, and PTSAs.
These sessions were amongst a
number of different activities
designed into the programme
lo ensure that those present
lived out an experience of
democracy and leamnt the skills
of interacting, voluntary asso-
ciation, and planning con-
nected with responsible
atizenship.

Early on in the programme,
a four-hour session during
which people took on the roles
of the various actors in educa-
ton - administrators, princi-
pals, teachers, parents and stu-
dents — unearthed a range of
educational concerns common
to all groups while at the same
time exposing the very serious

breakdown in relationships
which exists between thes
groups. The creation of a
schooling svstem which assists
m sustaining a democratic cul-
ture will have to come to terms
with both the concerns and the |
difficulty of bringing groups
together to find solutions.

The Winter School was an
experiment in running an
extended citizenship pro- |
gramme for a variety of profes-
sional and community leaders.
It does not take the place of
conferences, workshops, and
forums at which the various
interest groups meet to find |
solutions to problems. Rather,
it is designed to promote a
democratic culture in South
Africa which will underpin
these various initiatives.

Already it is clear thal a
number of regionally based
schools and the creation of a
network of past students will
need to be established. Par-
ticipants would also like to
receive recognition for atten-
dance at these courses. These
are matters which will have to
be taken up by training centre
staff as they evaluate the
Winter School.

Paul Graham is Idasa’s
programme director and heads
the Training Centre for
Democracy.
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ELECTIONS

Ballot box or Pandora’s box?

From Page |

Whatever the outcome of the mass action
and of the vanous third party interventions
which it has provoked, leadership - whether
through a revived negotiating forum,
through an interim authority, or by unilateral
deasion - will be Jooking quite soon at least
at some of the recommendations of Codesa
as they provide formulas about which there
is already some common cause

An approach by business, labour and
churches, a visit by UN special envoy Cyrus
Vance, and proposals by the Commonweaith
hawve been among those third party interven-
tions. The UN special session which pro-
duced the resolution enabling an envoy to be
sent was a clear indicabon that the interna-
tional community had linked the questions
of violence and the stalled negotiations and
wanted South Alrica to resolve its transition
to democracy as speedily as possible,
Crowing consensus on the time frames avail-
able to parties to negotiate a settlement will
help to tocus attention on the gains made
through the various negotiations including
Codesa.

And the central feature - with some
details to be worked in or worked out - is an
elected constitution-making body which also
has the authority to govern during the tran-
sitional stage.

What was at issue was the power that this
body would have in relation to constitu-
tional frameworks established in Codesa
working groups. The 75 percent solution
which collapsed the 19-party summit was an
attempt to ensure that the Codesa frame-
waorks stood, whatever the composition of
that constitution-making and transitional
body. The Codesa frameworks included a
number of democratic principles such as a
Bill of Rights, the separation of powers, rep-
resentative government at local, regional and
national levels, and universal suffrage in a
proportional representation system, |

There has been controversy about the cre-
ation of principles which will bind those
drafting the constitution. However, negotia-
tors seemed willing to affirm certain values

and principles in order to re-assure those
fearful of an anti-democratic takeover of
power.

“This scenario is based on the
assumption that there remains
sufficient goodwill and
conmmon commitment to
SA to ensure that it
survives and prospers.’

So South Africans are looking at, sooner or
later, an election for such a body. Given the
breakdown of Codesa, the urgency of ending
the violence and creating stability for invest-
ment and economic growth, and the continu-
ing exposé of the present National Party's
patchy track record as a competent govern-
ment, rapid movement to a transitional gov-
ernment is on an increasing number of agen-
das.

Preparing for an election can have a num-
ber of consequences for the country. Firstly, it
focuses the energies of people and gives
them a common goal - the uncertainty of the
transition has, in the wonds of General Banto
Holomisa, taken us from “total onslaught o
total exhaustion”. The uncertainty
is having serous effects, not least of
which is the increasingly bloody
violence and criminality. The com-
mon cause of beginning to prepare
for elections may even provide the
added pressure needed to complete
the negotiation process.

Secondly, it sets a time limit on
the present filibustering and elec-
tioneering which seem to be charac-
terising some politicians and government
officials. It also offers those with skills and
cash who are close to packing it all in and
leaving a definite period in which to reassess
their positions. And it offers to the dispos-
sessed, a moment of hope rather than the
interminable and intangible negotiations.

Thirdly, it allows a re-emergence, within a
controlled environment, of the grassroots
political activity and organisation which had
characterised South Africa before and which
is 50 essential to our survival as a democracy
and in our transition from anarchy and vio-
lence.

There is already an indication that such
citizen participation is growing - with atten-
dance at conferences, workshops and public

events increasing, new organisations and
networks of onganisations emerging, and the
challenge of mass action redeveloping
organisation skills, bringing people together,
and ensuring the development of a broader
leadership base

There are fears that an election under the
present conditions will lead to mtimmdation
and further violence. There are also fears
that a straight national election will override
the many regional interests and differences
in the country. More detailed work on an
electoral act and the composition of the body
or bodies being elected cannot be avoided

However, preparing for elections requires
organisation, polibcal programmes, raming,
development of organisational records and a
range of organisational tasks. In addition,
the establishment of electoral commissions,
monitoring groups and codes of conduct are
required. All of these act against political
violence and may even serve to reduce the
reactionary violence which seems in part to
be fuelling the conflict in order to subvert
the movement to democracy,

Of course this scenario is based on the
assumption thal there remains sufficient
goodwill and common commitment to South
Africa to ensure that it survives and pros-
pers. It requires an act of will to remember
that it is not very long ago that books were
being written with titles such as, “Will South
Alrica Survive?”.

South Africans of all political persuasions
poined hands to pull us back from the abyss
then. It is surely nol too much to expect that
we can do it again - and do it quickly
enough to avoid those options of the mid-
1980s: the “Lebanon” option, the cvil war,
the repressive stalemate and the “wham-
bam” (reform/repression) strategy — and
their bedfellows: economic stagnation, the
“brain drain” and development inertia and
misappropriation.

In politics a week is a long time
Democracy in Action deadlines mean that this
article is written in the midst of the urgent
multi-layered and multi-level talks. It may
be that this article is more a statement ol
hope than of what emerges as parties seek o
come to terms with the violence and with the
genies that are let out the bottle as a result ol
mass action,

The government's ability to persuade oth-
ers that il is finally taking the violence seri-
ously and acting trustworthily - and the
ANC's ability to re-enter negotiations for a
non-racial democracy without losing its
presently angry and bitter constituency —are
going to be tested. Whatever the outcome, all
South African citizens need to continue
working for democracy,

Paul Graham is 1dasa’s programme director and
head of the Training Centre for Democracy.




BOIPATONG MESSAGE

L ive the dream now!

From Page 1

It is not enough to march
gach time when the funeral
processions far outnumber the
pccasions on which we march,
and the death certificates far
putnumber the letters of
protest to the government -
and more is said at funeral
services than at Codesa.

These are bleak days
indeed. Days in which we
think that we can generate
pride in ourselves as a nation
by winning gold medals on a
sports field.

We are so good at blocking
out of our national conscious-
ness and from our corporate
conscience the daily death and
mayhem. We want (o see our-
selves as heroes; as winners.
And so we place the task of
winning respect and adulation
upon the shoulders of our ath-
letes, our sportspeople. And
we sit back in our armchairs
with our newspapers or
watching our televisions — swollen with
pride at our sportsmen and women’s
achievements,

‘We are so good at blocking out
of our national consciousness
and from our corporate
conscience the daily death
and mayhem’

Did you read the newspaper posters on
your way up Adderley Street today? Each of
them this morning was about sport. Today,
when the world is watching us, our atten-
tion is being drawn away from Boipatong,
away from our grief and shame, away from
vet another killing field to the sports field...

Today, in Boipatong, we bury our children
- as we did in June ‘76 and March 1960 -
children who will never play another town-
ship game let alone compete in the
Olympics. The sea between Boipatong and
Barcelona is a sea of blood.

And while all this happens the political
leadership of our country play their own
games of one-upmanship and powerplay.
The game of killing has become a free-for-all
With no captains — but with many coaches

S

Dean Colin Jones with Archbishop Desmond Tietu

egging the game on from the side-lines,
Faceless people never brought to justice; the
police who are supposed to ensure the safety
and protection of the innocent who always
happen to be at the wrong place al the
wrong time; inconclusive findings...

South Africa’s leaders - and | am talking
across the entire spectrum of leadership - by
not giving a strong lead to their followers to
end the violence, must bear the responsibil-
ity of our national shame...

But in order (to create) a society in which
all human life is held holy, in which all peo-
ple enjoy peace and freedom, a society in
which all will enjoy not just equal access to
the law, but equal protection under the law,
a society free from corruption = a decent,
Iuman, proud South Africa (1 have used these
words because “non-racial, non-sexist,
democratic” have become devoid of mean-
ing tor ordinary people) - in order tor such a
society to born we must, in the words of a
woman priest in America, Carole Crumley,
“live the dream now"™!

She says: “In order to achieve justice, we
must start living justly among ourselves, We
ought to start berng and doing that which we
desire our society to become,

“If we believe in freedom of speech, then
we should speak freely. If we believe in
truth, then tell it. If we believe in an open

society, then act apenly. If we
believe in a decent and
humane world, then behave
decently and humanely. Hold
up the vision, even when you
don’t know how to get there,
and live the dream now!"

(We) don’t know how to gel
there... Our leaders don't or
won't. The events of
Boipatong and other less spec-
tacular times have shown us
one thing: there is a massive
lack of resolve on the part of
the state, or at best a massive
inability, to make the dream
happen now, All thal has been
produced is a growing night-
mare.

Where does that leave us?
For we are in one way or
another, all victims of
Boipatong. It leaves us with
the task of making society just
and peaceful.

Political slogans, ideological
rhetoric, political posturing
and power positioning, cor-
ruption and skulduggery are
not the kinds of things that ordinarySouth
Africans want from our leaders.

Thea Arpus

‘We ought to start being
and doing that which
we desire our soctety

to become’

We want hope not euphoria. We want to
believe in ourselves, we want to hold our
heads up high not bow them in shame like
today! We, the ordinary citizens of this our
maother city, call upon all the people of our
country to shake off the nightmare of vio-
lence and to hve the dream of peace and jus-
fice.

Wi can do it! We do not have lo wat tor
Codesa lo show us how to respect life and
liberty. We do nol need a democratic consti-
tution in order to live at peace now. We do
not need a bill of rights in order to stop
killmg now...

We have to free ourselves, to take the lead
ourselves. This is not anarchy, this is hope.

You may be wondering why I am
addressing my comments to you, Surely a
just society comes when those who perpe-
trate injustice are overthrown or when they
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change? The events of the past weeks and
indeed months, and in particular the
Boipatong massacre have yet again exposed
the South African government's lack of will
and /ot inability to bring about peace and
justice for all,

But we ourselves will not be doing any
better, we will not be able to live the dream
now, if we are haunted by the nightmarish
ghost of pessimism and a “victim mental-
ity”. For pessimism and self-victimisation
are the chains of our s forging and enly
we can free ourselves from them,

It is all too easy to see ourselves as vic-
tims. And the mood of the victim is
inevitably despair, resentment and self-pity.
These feelings are totally undermining of
true human liberation. We cannot build a
new society out of these,

‘Political posturing and power
positioning, corruption and
skulduggery are not what ordi-
nary South Africans want from
our leaders. We want hope
not euphoria’

It is not enough to resist being slaves of
an oppressive and corrupt government
while also being slaves of our own making -
shackled to destructive patterns of
behaviour, trapped by bitterness and resent-
ment, overtaken by the violence of our emo-
tons and actions - not [ree at all,

| appeal on behalf of all the citizens of our
mother city, to all our brothers and sisters in
those communities beset by violence, not to
allow themselves ta be slaves of yet another
oppressive and destructive master; violence,
but like truly noble and dignified human
beings, who love justice and peace above all
else, to resist the manipulation of whoever -
rogue police, agent provocateurs, agents ol
state, of political groupings — whoeyer it is to
whom your lives mean nothing,

Hear what we here and the nations of the
world are saying today: vour life does count
for something; vour deaths are grieved. Your
children are our children and our land's
future. You deserve more of this land than
just a grave at Sharpeville. You are with us
one nation, one people under God. Without
you we are less than ourselves, less than a
nation!

Our one hope is to live and act in the face
of inhumanity and violence, in the face
of despair — to live and act humanely, ,
and peaceably and in hope. ..

Jihad vs
McWorld

The two major political tendencies of our age - tribalism and giob-
alism — clash at every point except one: both threaten democracy,
says American political scientist BENJAMIN R BARBER.

events lie two possible political futures
— both bleak, neither democratic.

The first is retribalisation of large swathes
of humankind by war and bloodshed: a
threatened Lebanonisation of national states
in which culture is pitted against culture,
people against people, tribe against tribe —a
Jihad in the name of a hundred narrowly
conceived faiths against every kind of inter-
dependence, social co-operation and civic
mutuality.

The second is being borne in on us by the
onrush of economic and ecological forces
that demand integration and uniformity, and
mesmerise the world with fast music, fast
computers and fast food - with MTV, Macin-
tosh and McDonald's pressing nations into
one commercially homogenous global
network: one McWorld tied together by
technology, ecology, communications and
COIMmerce.

They have pne thing in common: neither
offers much hope to citizens looking for
practical ways to govern themselves demo-
cratically.

Four imperatives make up the dynamic of
McWorld, a market imperative, a resource
imperative, an information-technology
imperative and an ecological imperative.

lugl beyond the horizon of current

Market imperative

All national economies are now vulnerable
to the inrpads of larger, transnational mar-
kets within which trade is free, currencies
are convertible, access to banking is open
and contracts are enforceable under law,
Such markets are eroding national
sovereignty and giving rise to entities -
international banks, transnational lobbies
like Opec and Greenpeace, world news ser-
vices like CNN and the BBC, and multina-
tional corporations = that neither reflect nor
respect nationhood as an organising or regu-
lative principle.

The market imperative has also reinforced
the quest for international peace and stabil-
ity, requisites of an efficient international
economy,

Common markets demand a common lan-
guage as well as a common currency, and
they produce common behaviours of the
kind bred by cosmopolitan city life every-
where. Shopping has a common signature

throughout the world,

“Yet in all this hi-tech
commercial world there is
nothing that looks
particularly democratic’

Resource imperative

The Athenians were unable to realise the
ideal of autarky: political autonomy resting
firmly on economic independence, Today,
with the rapid depletion of resources thal
once seemed inexhaustible, and the
maldistribution of arable soil and minerals
on the planet, the reality of interdependence
is inescapable.

Information-technology imperative
Business, banking and commerce all depend
on information flow and are facilitated by
new communication technologies. The
hardware of these technologies tends to be
systemic and integrated — computer, televi-
sion, cable, satellite, fiber-optic and
microchip technologies combining to create
a vast interactive network.

Moreover, the pursuit of science and tech-
nology asks for, even compels, open soci-
eties. Satellite footprints do not respect
national borders; telephone wires penetrate
the most closed societies,

The new technology’s software is perhaps
even more globalising than its hardware,
because culture has become more potent
than armaments. What is the power of the
Pentagon compared with Disneyland? Can
the Sixth Fleet keep up with CNN?
McDonald's in Moscow and Coke in China
will do more to create a global culture than
military colonisation ever could.

Yet in all this hi-tech commercial world
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there is nothing that looks particularly
democratic. It lends itself to surveillance as
well as liberty, to new forms of manipulation
and covert control as well as new kinds of
participation, to skewed, unjust market out-
comes as well as greater productivity.

The consumer society and the open soci-
ely are not quite synonymous, Capitalism
and democracy have a relationship, but it is
something less than a marnage.,

Ecological imperative

The impact of globalisation on ecology is a
cliché even to the world leaders who ignore
it We know well enough that the German
forests can be destroyed by Swiss and
Italians driving cars fueled by leaded petrol,
We also know that the planet can be asphyxi-
ated by greenhouse gases because Brazilian
farmers are burning down tropical rain
forests to clear a little land to plough.

Yet this ecological consciousness has
meant not only greater awareness but also
greater inequality, as modemised nations try
to slam the door behind them, saying to
developing nations, “The world cannot
afford your modernisation; ours has wrung
ik dry!”

The headlines feature the subnational fac-
tions of Jihad regularly: they are cultures, not
countries; parts, not wholes; sects, not reli-
gions; rebellious factions and dissenting
minorities at war not just with globalism but
with the traditional nation-state,

They include Kurds, Basques, Puerto
Rigans, Quebecois, the Catholics of Northern
Ireland, the Zulus of Inkatha, Catalonians,
Tamils, and, of course, Palestinians - people
Without countries, inhabiting nations not
their own, secking smaller worlds within
borders that will seal them off from

modernity,

e,

There were more than 3() wars in progress
last year, most of them ethnic, racial, tribal or
religious in character. The aim of many of
these small-scale wars is to redraw bound-
aries, to implode states and rescue parochial
identities. The mood is that of Jihad: war not
as an instrument of policy but as an emblem
of identity, an expression of community, and
an end in jtselt.

‘The tortoises among
democratisers may
ultimately outlive or
outpace the hares’

Even where there is no shooting war there
is fractiousness, secession and the quest for
smaller communities. Disintegration in the
former Soviet Union may well continue
unabated — not just a Ukraine independent
from the Soviet Union but a Bessarabian
Ukraine independent from the Ukrainian
republic — while Yugoslavia makes even the
Soviet experience look integrated,

Amaong the tribes, religion is also a battle-
tield. Whatever Enlightenment universalism
might once have come to grace such histori-
cally related forms of monotheism as
Judaism, Christianity and Islam, in many of
their modern incarnations they are parochial
rather than cosmopolitan, angry rather than
loving, proselytising rather than ecumenical,
zealous rather than rationalist, sectarian
rather than deistic, ethnocentric rather than
universalising,

How can democracy be secured and
spread in a world whose primary tendencies
are at best indifferent to it (McWorld) and at
worst deeply antithetical to it (Jihad)?

With its concern for accountability, the
protection of minorities, and the universal
rule of law, a confederalised representative
system would serve the political needs of
McWorld as well as oligarchic bureaucratism
or meritocratic elitism is currently doing, As
we are already beginning to see, many
nations may survive in the long term only as
confederations that afford local regions
smaller than “nations™ extensive jursdiction.

Recommended reading for democrats of
the 21st century is not the US Constitution or
the French Declaration of Rights of Man and
Citizen but the Articles of Confederation,
that suddenly pertinent document which
stitched together the 13 American colonies
into what then seemed too loose a confedera-
tion of independent states, but now appears
a new form of political realism, as veterans
of the new Europe created at Maastricht will
attest,

By the same token, the participatory and
direct form of democracy that engages citi-
zens in civic activity and civic judgment and
goes well beyond just voting and account-
ability — the system | have called “strong
democracy” - suits the political needs of
decentralised communities as well as theo-
cratic and nationalist party dictatorships
have done.

Democrats need to seek out indigenous
democratic impulses. There is always a
desire for self-government, always some
expression of participation, accountability,
consent and representation, even in tradi-
tional hierarchical societies. These need to be
identified, tapped, modified and incorpo-
rated into new democratic practices with an
indigenous flavour.

The tortoises among democratisers may
ultimately outlive or outpace the hares, for
they will have the time and patience to
explore conditions along the way, and to
adapt their gait to changing circumstances.

[t certainly seems possible that the most
attractive democratic ideal in the face of the
brutal realities of Jihad and the dull realities
of McWorld will be a confederal union of
semi-autonomous communities smaller than
nation-states, tied together into regional eco-
nomic associations and markets larger than
nation-states - participatory and self-deter-
mining in local matters at the bottom, repre-
sentative and accountable at the top.

The nation-state would play a diminished
role, and sovereignty would lose some of its
political potency. The Green movemen
adage “think globally, act locally” would
actually come to describe the conduct of
politics.

This is an edited version of an article

published in The Atlantic Monthly,
March 1992,




KAROO

Where hope
eludes...

a vision of development

The people of the Karoo recently gathered in Beaufort West to
tackle their future. RONEL SCHEFFER reports.

pe feels compelled to silence among
OlhnL1 people of the Great Karoo, thor-

oughly humbled in the midst of those
who persevere in this remote and harsh
region in the tace of so much deprivation,
Virtually a human disaster area, they are
now saying “enough”. Yet one waits in vain
for a torrent of rage and bitterness.

Thdt, it seems, Is not their style. Mostly,
they understate the suffering, with a dignily
reminiscent of the vast landscape of scrub
they inhabit.

Clearly it is a place they love, and have no
intention of leaving. In the debate references

uently are made - with a quainl old-
wordly possessiveness - to “hierdie Karoo
van ons” en “ons Karoo™

But what to do? About unemployment fig-
ures as high as 80 and 9% percent in some
towns? The miserably low wages and all-
pervasive poverty that has left vast numbers
destitute, with some deliberately seeking
imprisonment or neglecting their health to
qualify for disability allowances? What to do
about the rampant social problems of alco-
holism, teenage pregnancies, family break-

ups, child neglect and school drop-outs?
What remedy is there, in the final analysis,
for communities that have become charac-
terised by desperation, fatalism and an all-
pervasive sense of defeat?

The motto of the Bastizanse High School
in Beautort West, where the conference took
place, is "Mik Hoog", The 200 delegates,
perched on uncomfortable chairs in the
freezing school hall, heard that they should
reach high to bring the “pie in the sky” of
development down to earth in their region.
The first step would be to create a vision of
development that would sustain the people
of the Karoo

"We don’t need shiny sky scrapers and
computers to give birth to such a vision,”
said Prof Wynand Louw of the University of
the Western Cape. “It is the product of
human creativity.” In a svmpathetic and sup-
portive soco-political environment it would
be possible o create to such a vision.

The conference itself, hosted by the Karoo
Council of Churches and Idasa, was a small
milestone m creating this vision. The prod-
uct of a year’s intensive consultation and

Jeremmiah Bleknve (Murraysburg) and Wymand Lowe (LIWC).

planning, it succeeeded in bringing together
some 35 of the 3 communities in the Karoo.
Muost of the speakers were professional peo-
ple — teachers, school principals, ministers of
religion — but there was good representation
too from the civics and community develop-
ment groups.

Representatives from the Small Business
Development Corporation and  the
Independent Development Trust came, but
notable absentees were the white local
authorities. The town clerk of the host town,
Beaufort West, sent a coldly worded apology
— all his officials were otherwise engaged
that weekend.

The conference was opened by Dr Beyers
Naudé who stressed the importance of com-
munity-centered and co-ordinated projects.
Group discussions followed after Dr Aubrey
Redelinghuis of UWC provided an overview
of poverty and underdevelopment in the
Karoo

He ended his presentation with quotes
from interviews with Karoo residents, paint-
Ing a picture of slave labour on farms, arb:-
trary dismissals, destitute elderly farm work-
ers, starvation, a struggle for basic
commodities like firewood, and endemic
despair.

Dr Redelinghuis highlighted the need to
end the urban /rural split; rural commumities
will remain importan! to the national econ-
omy, their numbers will increase in future
and their development should therefore
form part of a broad national development
policy and process,

He said poverty in South Africa was con-
centrated in these areas, de jure "white” bul
de facto “black” with agriculture as the main
economic sector. While the white population
was declining, most of the facilities, ameni-
ties and infrastructure remained maccesible
ta blacks, pointing to substantial wastage of
potential resources, Including farm land, in
the rural areas,

Poverty in the Karoo existed in all sectors:
on farms, in towns, in squatter areas and
among the “roaming” labour force — mostly
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the result of poor wages
and unemployment of a
gructural nature

Other problems
mncluded housing short-

and poor housing,

poor health, talse percep-
tions of work-dodging
among emplovers, racial
discrimination, the pn-
vatisation of the S5A
Transport Services caus-
ing uncertainty about one
of most important
employers in the region,
and inactivity on the part
of local and central gov-
ernment authorities.

Report-backs from a
range of discussion
groups further illumi-
nated the problems faced
in the areas of education, housing and
health, also highlighting the important role
churches could plav in combating poverty
and reviving the human digmity of people.

Community groups spoke of the difficul-
ties of fostering development m a region
where people, literally, were in survival
mode, desperately concerned about the next
meal and unable to relate to anything else

“The road which must be built
must be one which leads to
new opportunities’

Activists admonished themselves for
sometimes [ailing in their duty towards ords-
nary people. Said one: "In the struggle we
always talked about ‘grass roots, grass
roots”. It seems that the grass has grown so
thick that we cannot see the people in it any
more.” And another: “Development must try
to address the physical conditions of the
man on the street, not those of a person like
me with a tie on.”

They stressed the need to create an aware-
ness of development in the community, to
empower people and to tailor projects to the
pace of the people of the Karoo. Projects
should be broad-based and not revolve
around individuals or particular interests
The community should not be made depen-
dent on hand-outs, but hand-outs could
become » catalyst for other development
projects,

Problems with funders and service organi-
sations were also raised, the former being
Criticised for not understanding constraints
m the territory, the latter for not staying the

Norman pan Wuk (Carnarpon ) and Katv Wessels (Beaufor! West ),

The need to engage farmers and to change
their perceptions of reality was raised repeat-
edly. “The tarm worker doesn’t trust the
community because we are not able to
address those elements who stand in the
way of their needs.” said a teacher from
Leeu-Gambka

john Lolwana of the Richmond Civic
Association shared his strategy of a diplo-
mactic approach to farmers who are resistent
to any “interference” with thetr workforce. A
lay preacher, he
pitched his sermons
for workers to create
awareness of their |
rights and their
plight. Gradually he
moved them to
understand why
"city people lift their
fists like babies bat-
tling with winds”
He engaged farm-
ers, advocating TV-
s¢ts for workers to
combat high birth rates. They got their TVs,
and better housing followed

Another success story came from
Venterstad, situated on the Ovange River but
battling to secure a good water supply for
residents. Ds Richard Joseph told how the
community set out in 1985 to challenge con-
ditions. Development started with building a
mortuary, then they began to pmdum
coffins, a mini-bus to overcome transport
problems followed. Venterstad now has an
advice office, a sewing group and a commu-
nity store

The agricultural ambitions of some also
came to the fore. Jeremiah Blekiwe of
Murraysburg, translator for most of the con-

ference, articulated the
frusirations of many:
“We all grew up on these
tarms, by the mere fact
that YOu Erew up on a
farm, you want to be a
farmer. Bu! we have no
agnoultural school in the
Karoo. Grootfontein and
Middelburg must open
up toall”

Development, said
Wynand Louw, Is like an
umbralla with numerous
spokes — one cannol
keep the rain off if one ot
the spokes are missing.
But it starts with people
and its end goal is
the development ol
“complete” people

The Kammo has what it
takes, but... Basic needs of health, housing
and education must be provided, land needs
to be redistributed in a productive way
human resources need training and existing
legal constraints on economic enterprises
must be removed

He suggested that a start could be made
with changing the relationship between
employee and employer, and that it was
imperative to remember that development
did not occur in a vacuum - the struggle

Stephanus Jooste (Beaufort West), Lousse Boezak (Carrarvon)
Virtcent Willsams ([desa). Bevers Nawdé and Venter tan 2yl i Hanover)

against low wages and poor working cond:
tons will, and must, continue

Above all, the commumity needs to tackle
projects that spiral in size. “The road which
must be built must be one which leads to
new opportunities,” said Louw.

The conference identified the need for an
expert investigation of the problems and
development potential of the Karoo, and
committed itself to place the region on the
national agenda as an area with specific
problems and deserving of special consider-
ation. A steering committee, representing all
communities, was formed to take the process

of networking further

Ronel Scheffer is production editor in ldasa’s
media department.
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Writing on the wall
for Afrikaans press”?

]

A new type of journalism is taking root in the Afrikaans

press, according to writer and journalist HANS PIENAAR.
He spoke to Democracy in Action about current trends in

the mainstream press.

hat do you mean by the new
W journalism that is emerging in
Afrikaans?

Well, obviously in the first place | refer to
new publications like Vrye Weekblad, Die
Suid-Afrikaan and local efforts in the Cape
Province. But there is also a Boereglasnost in
the mainstream Afrikaans press. A paper
like Beeld, for example, is beginning to
acquire a taste for independence. Recently it
has twice expressed reservahons in editonials
about the silencing of Jan van Eck in parlia-
ment, and it has also pronounced F W de
Klerk's visit to Boipatong a mistake

But if one looks at Rapport, the biggest
Afrikaans newspaper, one would be lorgiven
— to pat it mildly - for believing the oppo-
site. Rapport nowadays frequently
carnies racist articles, like the recent
interview with the same Van Eck. or
approving references to Barend Stry-
dom, or the Afrikaner Weerstands-
beweging. And there is a deathly silence
when it comes to proven crimes by the
police.

| would prefer not to comment on the
performance of the paper I work for, but |
can say that in broader Afrikanerdom there
has been a smgular failure by its institutions
to tackle the sickness left by apartheid. There
has been a spate of mass killings by people
whose minds have obviously been destroyed
by apartheid indoctrination. Yet there is no
campaign to root out these illnesses by the
church, or schools, or whatever,

The obvious thing for Afrikaans papers to
write about, for instance, is the phenomenon
of mass killings by whites. What are its
causes, its links with the apartheid past,
what do psychologists or futurologists say
about the damage it does to Afrikaners? Not
in order to jump on any human rights band-
wagon, but for the sake of themselves.

Yet you still believe there is a Boere-
glasnost?
Yes. There are excellent journalists on the

|

staff of all Afrikaans newspapers, especially
among the younger journalists. They are
extremely professional people who embrace
the ethic of pumalism. Thev have chosen a
low-paying career with a low status simply
because they believe in ppumalism. Many of
them have undergone “new South Africa”
conversions in the recent past, especially
after exposure to the dynamism of black pol-
itics. Most of them still suffer from an exces-
sive respect for authonty, like all Amkaners,
but that is also changing. The expressions of
racism in Afrikanerdom certainly does not
sit well with many Afrikaans journalists. It
sickens many of them.

What underpins the racism of Afrika-
nerdom, and of the Afrikaans press?

| think one must try to understand how the
Afrikaner mind works. They won't sav it,
but they are scared stiff about the future and
that they will lose their Western lifestyles. So
they are latching on to the new debates
about ethnicity raging everywhere in the
world. In the process they have created eth-
nic traps for themselves in their moral think-
ing. Racism is seen as harmless, as a mere
aberration even when it involves torture or
serial murder. Condemnation of that racism
is seen as false, as ideological, as anti-ethnic-
ity and therefore as anti-Afrikaner. | think far
too many Afrikaners do not understand that
ethnicity is still possible without racism or
aggression towards other groups. Certainly

sectors of the Afrikaans press do not unde
stand this.

Why is the Afrikaans press so reluctant te
wrile about police crimes?
Well, Afrikaner power has always bee:
dependent on the police; the apartheid stat
was a police state. One of the most essentiy
and earliest features of apartheid was tha
the public spotlight was turned away from
what happened in black areas, including the
actions of the police and officials. This has
bred a rule of thumb for Afrikaners: hands
off the police, which they apply to this day
You must also remember that Afrikaners
only know the iriendly side of the police
because they come from within their own
ranks. Most Afrikaners tind it very hard b
reconcile the friendly face of the policemar
next door with all the things that come out ir
court cases. So they simply disbelieve them
and ascribe murder verdicts lo conspiracies
or the politics of the judge. One car
describe it as Boerepsycho, this inability
of Afrikaners to accept that policemes
have committed crimes, or that theu
actions constitute crimes in the firs

place. The same would apply for people
in the Afrikaans press, | guess

Will the Afrikaans press be relevant
in the future?

It all depends on how strong the laager &
that Afnkaners are drawing at the moment
If Afrikaners choose the laager, or are forced
into t, an introspective elite will arise which
will only be interested in making money for
trips overseas and the Afrikaans press will
serve this elite. But if the exponents ol
Boereglasnost continue and become even
more daring, and realise what opportunities
await them in an open society that develops
all its cultures equally, then papers like Beeld
have enough skills and democratic commit
ment in their ranks to become importan!
players in future politics,

What can other organisations do to hely
Boereglasnost along?

What they must understand, in the firs!
place, is that Afrikaners are extremely sensi
tive to any paternalism. For instance, hold
ing up the English press as a model will no'
waork, because there is a deep suspicion tha'

—
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the English press has always been skynheilig,
that they have been critical of apartheid
while lustily enjoying its fruits. English
whites are putting all the blame for
id on Afrikaners, who retort that
have not invented apartheid, they
merely perfected it. There | agree with them.
Apart from that, in many departments, like
hard news gathering or cultural columns or
sheer creativity, Afrikaans publications more
often than not are superior to English ones.

‘Holding up the
English press as a model
will not work’

So outside organisations would do well o
avoid being prescriptive and encourage
objective reporting simply by praising i,
or by singling out good Afrikaans reporters
for special treatment. What Afrikaners also

, like all ethnic groups, is admira-
tion for their culture In Afrikaans literature
there is a strong democratic tradition

ing and encouraging that tradi-
tion, and not merely hionising the mdividu-
als, would be an important boost for the
whole emerging democratic culture in
Alrikanerdom.

What about breaking up the monopoly in
the Afrikaans press?
That would be counter-productive, The
South African press in general needs
monopoly conditions to survive, so taking
steps against this monopoly could destroy
the Afrikaans print media. And the print
cratic public debate

The Afrikaans press is going to be highly
critical of a future government — that should
be taken for granted. But in order to be taken
seriously, it will have to promote democratic
values. That, in turn, could be an important
means of defusing ethnic Afrikaner lerror-
ism, which quite possibly will be with us in
the future. | think the nurturing of Boere-
glasnost and the alternative press is a far bet-
ter option. As for expressions of racism, laws
already exist against that, and the Afrikaans
press takes the findings of institutions like
the Media Council very seriously. In future,
of course, people and vrganisations will
make use of anti-racist laws to a far greater
extent than they do now. And even if racism
often is difficulty to prove, Afrikaans papers
will want to avoid the negative publicity

 Hans Puwstr & g subraditor with Rapport ohile
Perening hus writing cavver His book, Do Dievde Ovrliog
 leew Mapeci, pudished by ldes s wom the 1992
S Rappors preze for mow-fctaom m Afrikasms

Revival on the

airwaves

By SUE VALENTINE

sk any media specialist what is the

most effective means of reaching

South Africans on a mass scale and
chances are you'll get the same answer.
Radio is the new buzz word.

It may not always be for the same reasons,
but be it for pure commercial gain or in the
interests of people’s right to information, of
all the media in South Africa, radio is the
most affordable, most popular and the one
which reaches urban and rural, literate and
lliterate South Alfricans alike,

Besides the two independent commercial
stations of Radio 702 and Capital Radio (able
to broadcast only on medium wave and with
their transmitters based in “independent”
homelands), all broadcasting in South Afnca
is controlled by the state. However. there s a

well of interest in access to the air-
waves from another, non-commercial sector
- community radio.

Although no actual stations exist as yel,
plans are most advanced Iin Cape Town
where the Bush Radio initiative (so named
for its initial association with the campus
radio station at the “bush college” of the
University of the Western Cape) plans to
begin broadcasting in August.

The concept of community radio has also
taken root in Grahamstown where a group
meet regularty and are ready to go on air as
so0n as they can raise the money for a trans-
mitter. In Durban (through the Media
Trainers’ Forum) and in Johannesburg
(under the auspices of Speak magazine)
others are developing their understanding of
how community radio works and how
to develop it from the realm of ideas into

There is also talk among civic organisa-
tons m Natal of the possibility of starting up
communty radio stabons.

the glamorous power of TV — has made it to the ball
and there are hundreds of suitors wanting to dance

The potential of radio in distance educa-
tion and literacy training has also come
under the spotlight through research com-
Investigation network. In a paper, entitled
“The Use of Radio for Adult Education”,
Julie Frederikse explores the capacity of
radio for use in adult basic education as well
as the plethora of radio proposals which are
mushrooming around the country.

These initiatives include plans (and in
some cases they are already being imple-
mented in conjunction with the SABC) by
Sached, Cosatu, Nactu, the SA Council of
Churches, SA Catholic Bishops Conference
and the Matla Trust to use radio as a means
of mass communication and informal adult
education

Olset (the Open Learming Systems
Education Trust) is another potential broad-
caster which claims to represent community
interests and is geaned towards establishing
a national educational radio channel in a bid
to address the education crisis in the country.

Most recently, prompted by an offer of
European Community funding, the forma-
tion of a Broadcasting Development Trust
has been mooted. In all probability this trust
will become the body to which funding pro-
posals for future non-profit, community
radio (and television) stations can be
directed.

Skills, initiative and training notwith-
standing, the stage is set for South Africans
around the country (be they geographical
communities or interest groupings) to begin
meeting and talking to each other in the
modemn day village square created by com-
munity radio.

Sue Valentine is Media Co-ordinator
with [dass

3



MEDIA

By MOIRA LEVY

5 South Africa struggles through the
process of transition, is the media

gomng to be part of the problem or
part of the selution? O, pul less crudely, in
the words of Idasa director ol policy and
planmng Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, is the media
going to increase the current confusion in the
country - or help alleviate it?

That was the nub of the debate at a morn-
ing seminar, organised by ldasa's media
department, which brought together leading
Cape Town journalists, The tille of the semi-
nar, and the question they set out to answer
- “can the messenger deliver?”. The answer,
after three hours of discussion and debate -
“yes, but,.."

For the first ime journalists - representing
all the city’s daily and weekly newspapers,
magazines, radio and TV - faced each other
across the table. This time, instead of being
subjected to the usual dally criticism from
the public or the government, the journalists
themselves subjected their colleagues and
their profession to a rigorous and frank
assessment of their role and their responsi-
bility:

Blaming the messenger instead of the mes-
sage 15 an oft-cited complainl raised by the
miedia; at the seminar the jpurnahsts set out
to examine whether thev should indeed
shoulder some of the blame.

In his opening address Slabbert accused
the media of “ideclogical cherry picking”
Referring specifically to media coverage of
the findings of the Goldstone Commission,
he suggested the public's right to know was
being compromised by selective, sometimes
subjective and often inaceurate reporting.

He warnad that the role the media plays
now, in the period of transition, may govern
the role it is allocated in the future “Tf the
press continues bo be part of the confusion, it
could be posing a threat to its own (future)
freedom.

Can the

messenger

deliver?

Media in crisis of credibility,
seminar of journalists told

“Freedom of the press is a consequence of
democracy, not & precondition for it 1t ts
not simply a right that we are entitled to and
that will be conterred upon us, but it will
have to be struggled for. What we do now, in
that struggle, could be critical for future
press freedom.”

Slabbert's warning set the tone tor the rest
of the proceedings. Speaker Jon Qwelane,
deputy editor of the Johannesburg Sunday
Star, continued in a simalar vein. In a power-
ful appeal for a return to the protessional
journalistic ethics of integrity, impartiality,
accuracy and rélentless investigation, he said
the media foday, acoss the board, is suffer-
ing a crisis of credibility.

Speaking from the perspective of the black
commumity, he said the mamnstream newspa-
pers arg perceived as agents of big capital
and as serving white political power inter-
55,

“This perception, right or wrong, has been
given credence by the concentration of own-
ership in too few, but economically power-
ful, hands, and cemented by the undeniable
fact that there is pretty little to choose from
by way of diversity between newspapers

D-e:rdnr Huyie f’rfmid *rimu ﬂ.ruth Cape Times) amd Chris Freimond (Financial Mail)

owned by Argus and Times Media Limiked
When you consider that both groups are
firmly in the clutches of the all-embracing
Anglo American empire, then you begin &
see why this near-monopoly of the English
language press is largely perceived o serve
white economic power interests.”

He said two other branches of the medis
ilso suffer a lack of credibility, but tor
entirely difterent reasons. “The so-called
alternative media and the SABC are in the
same camp as being organs of political parti-
sanship.

The SABC is NP-objective,
The Star is DP-objective, City
Press is ANC-objective’

"The open flifation between the alterna
tive press and the extra-parliamentary out-
fits does about as much good as the close
relationshup between the SABC and the gov-
ernment; such collaboration rapidly dimin-
ishes the true functions of the press and
lessens to a very great degree the fundamen-
tal right of society to be informed.”

Qwelane went on to say that journalists
who serve as ambassadors tor political par-
ties and orgamsations do a serious disservice
to ther profession and “have lost their right
to be seen and labelled as journalists”. He
warned that journalists are in some way o
blame for the harassment they often experi
ence when carrying out their duty by “face
less censors and unruly mobs (who) wank us
to toyi-toy: to their fune.

“But there is hardly ever smoke withoul
fire; we are being harassed and intimidated
in our communities and by elements loyal t©
pulitical organisations because in many cases
we ourselves first planted the idea in thelr
minds that we could be pliable political tools

R
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Jort Qroelane arad Gavin Stewart.

sincerely serving a determined purpose.

“Clearly that is about as sensible as hitch-
ing a lift on the back of a hger: vou are sate
for as long @s you remain perched on its
back. As soon as you disembark you are
pretty certain lo.end up in the tiger's belly.”

He expressed his doubts about the
media’s commitment to objectivity. “The
SABC claims to be objective, but it 1s
National Partv-objective. The Star 1s
Democratic Party-objective. City Press 15
ANC-objective,

Chwelane issued a call for a return to effec-
tive investigative journalism. “We must
probe, probe and probe some more.” He
gave examples of stories that have been
seized by the media, wildly sensationalised,
"beaten semi-conscious and left for dead”
with no follow-up investigations, Three
months after the sensational disclosures on
State Security Councll Involvement in the
Goniwe killings there is a “deafening
silence” m the media.

“The current Codesa deadlock is vet
another example, with newspaper headlines
screaming ‘Crisis’, ‘Deadlock” and
Showdown' and nothing more. To play our
proper role we must inform, and to get infor-
mation we must probe.”

Owelane raised a dilemmia he has faced on
the news desk of one of South Africa's
largest circulation newspapers; competing
for the front page, on the ane hand, dramatic
pictires and a harrowing story about a train
massacre in the townships, on the other a
tolour piece an cricketer Jonty Rhodes work-
ing his wonders on the pitch. Should he
select the former for the township editton of
the paper and the latter for the white sub-
urbs. “Whuo the hell am 1 to deny white read-
ers this truth.”

Who decides what makes news - usually a
small clique of highly educated, upper mid-

e

dle class white men. Who reads the news -
on most newspapers the majority of readers
are black and working class. What gets into
the news, whal makes the front page lead.
how much space a story gets or, in the case
of radio or TV, how much time is given -
these daily decisions are determined by a
newsroom selection process Lhal is often
rigidly hierarchal, strictly governed by
precedent and custom, and based on
assumptions that are often minonty opinions
masquerading as universal truths.

Is the media’s audience an undifterent:-
ated public or a collection of dilterent com-
munities with differing needs and interests;

are readers and viewers customers, con-
sumers or chients? And are journalists public
servants or political actors, do they faithiully
reproduce reality or play a tole in shaping it?

"Whites in particular are not
informed, and whose
responsibility is it to keep
them informed if not
the media's?

Speaker Deon du Plessis, editor-in-chief of
the Pretoria News, in a dig at journalistic
convertion, argued that in the final analysis
news value must be determined by market-
driven realities. "Moot only is this not under-
stood by many journalists, it is actively
rejected by some on the grounds that this
kind of approach threatens their
freedom... But there 15 no freedom in
poverty. Nobody is as unfree as he who must
seek special favours, considerations, hand-
outs or stays.of execution,

“In this sense profitability is good for the
business of press freedom. And profitability
will come the way of he or she who besl
understands the enviromment or the result-
mg demands of consumers or clients...you
are not going to sell T-shirts on a winter's
morning, but you might sell some scarves.”

To Page 18
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New Ground serves a valuable role in a changing South Africa. It is one
of the few magazines in our country that looks at the interaction between
environment and development. Its focus is on people-oriented and appro-
priate development projects. We look critically at the issues of sustaina-
bility, New Ground is a recognised mouthpiece on environment and
development — you should be reading it!

The latest issue, focusing on ‘Food for All’ is how in stock.

The magazine is a quarterly; for more information, please wrile lo:
New Ground, P O Box 322, Newtown 2113, South Africa.




From Page 15

Du Plessis said the client - or the reader -
deserves paramount attention, and “client-
driven journalism” that keeps a close watch
on the market is essential for the survival of
the press and the only guarantee for future
press [reedom

A reporter on Business Day and a
reporter on the Sowetan may cover the
same press conference and return with
entirely different stories, he said. “As long
as they were both accurate, balanced and
honest, | have no problem with that.
Indeed, it s to be applauded. It would be
evidence of reporters working their respec-
tive markets and giving up forever the
notion that any newspaper is the mass com-
municator to all people anymore.”

A successful media in these terms would
be one that 1s market-driven, that is closely
attuned to the needs and demands of its
clients and that selects news accordingly.

hairperson Prof Gavin Stewart of the

Rhodes University journalism

departmen! referred to another
model of the media in citing a popular dic-
tum - the mark of a successful press is its
ability to survive changes in government.
Such a media, it is implied, would preserve
and present the truth, however unpalatable,
“unmarketable” or untenable it might be to
the reader or client.

A similar distinction was also made by
Slabbert when he posed a question to the
journalists present - do they seek a press
that has a democratic preference or one that
is driven by patronage?

Dr Alex Boraine, Idasa’s executive direc-
tor, summed up the dilemma with an exam-
ple of the media coverage of Codesa.
“Many newspapers imagined Codesa
would solve all our problems and in seek-
ing to comfort and bring good news
avoided the warning signs. When the col-
lapse came, it was a shock; the public was
not prepared for il It is almost as if 1o sell
news the media must sensationalise the
truth and keep the bad news away. Yet this
is 3 white perception, a comfort percep-
bon.”

He concluded with a strong call on the
South African media to fulfill its obligation
to inform the public and to demonstrate its
commitment to the principle of the public’s
right to know: “By all means give people
some good news, and keep their hope alive,
but above all tell them what thev need to
know. The majority of South Africans,
whites in particular, are not informed, and
whose responsibility is it to keep them
informed if not the media’s?"

Moira Levy is media facilitator with

Dakarites look
back on
event which

nudged SA
to negotiations

rom July 9 to 12, 1987 a group of
Fmajnlf.- white, mainly Afrikaans speak-
ing South Africans met members of the
ANC in exile in Dakar, Senegal at a
conterence which provoked widespread
angry reaction from the National Party
establishment
According lo some,
the Dakar meeting was
the start of the current
negotiations process, even the turning point
which led up to De Klerk's memorable
February 2, 1990 address. Others, while not
necessarily according il such significance,
still regard it as a memorable event, both
personally and politically. Here are the views
of some of those who attended that meeting
five years ago.

Van Zyl Slabbert:

“It is always tempting to seize on an event
that your organisation has been responsible
for and presenl it as a major cause of subse-
quent events. Some people, not even
involved with ldasa, have tended to do so
when referming to the Dakar meeting

| have just been to Dakar, five years later,
to help found the Gorée Institute for
Democracy, Development and Culture - 3
direct consequence of the 1987 meeting. This
coincided with the preliminary meetings of
the OAU and listening to politicians, journal-
ists and academics from different African
countries discuss developments over the Last
five years, Dakar 1987 frequently cropped
up.

"ANC executive members have ascribed
seminal importance to this event, as well as
one or two cabinet ministers of the current
government. | am satisfied that Dakar 1987
was an event that, within the combimation of
historical situations at the time, helped
nudge the balance of forces towards negotia-
tiom in South Africa

“It certainly put Idasa on the map and
helped us to, so much better, do the kind of

By SUE
VALENTINE

Idasa’'s media department. | work we had hoped to do from the outset.”

Five yea

Together i Dakar tn 1987: Lindiwe Mai

Alex Boraine:

“In 1987, the politics of coercion and co-
option held full sway. Negotiation politics
was nol an option. The ANC and others
were banned and exiled onganisations were
demonised and marginalised

“Despite the current impasse, however, m
1992 South Africa has moved into the negoti-
ations mode. It is certain that the meetings
between the ANC and the group of whites in
Dakar at least made a modest contribution in
the direction of negotiation politics. The
crunch question, with whom do you negoti-
ate, was also more urgently asked as a conse-
quence of the Dakar initiative

“In Dakar we faced three major areas: the
use of violence, a new democratic constitu-
tion and the need for an economic policy
which addressed both growth and equity.

“Ironically all of these questions remain
on the top of the agenda. Idasa’s role in 1987
was to lacilitate = a start was made. Clearly
there remains much more to do.”

For TRUDIE DE RIDDER the meeting at
Dakar resulted in the loss of a job (a state
employer revoked her appointment as head
of department because she was a “political
terrorist”) but at the same time it propelled
her into turther study and work within the
black community of Lentegeur in Cape




DAKAR

idder, Barbara Masekela and Grethe Fox

Town. Of her memories of Dakar Ms De
Ridder says: “Dakar had an enormous influ-
ence. It was a turning point in our lives and
gave us the courage to continue with things
we believed in. Dakar was a high! It was
gnbelicvable, the human relations that were
formed there. Looking back, it all seems very
idealistic within our present situation and all
the violence. But one of the questions that
kept on cropping up at Dakar was, what are
the people going to do with their anger? The
violence 15 enormously dl.w.atpp:rlnrmg but it
2 form of expression of this anger.”

Dutch Reformed Church dominee
THEUNS ELOFF also received a hostile
reception when he returned from Dakar.
Church authorities placed certain ultima-
tums before him, forcmng him to weigh these
up against what he wanted to do as a minis-
ler of the church. He broke off contact with
“progressive” organisations during this
period and fought against the allegations of
treachery and similar charges from within
the church congregation, However, when he
approached the church council early in 1989
1o discuss renewing his contact with political
Organisations, their response was that 10
years hence might be an appropriate time!

Eloff resigned and in 1989 joined the
Consultative Business Movement.

—

“During the past three years | have been
involved in more interesting things than
many people experience in a lifetime and for
that I'm thankful. Dakar was not only a
pohitical, but also a personal milestone. |1
pushed me into the field I'm now in.

“Politically, obviously we have come a
long way since Dakar. We feel Dakar has not
vet been fully appreciated. It was a ground-
breaking meeting. The cracks in the National
Party outfit were starting to show and
although PW (Botha) successfully ostracised
all the Afrikaners who went to Dakar, he did
not break the spirit of Dakar.

“We have come a long way since then. If
Codesa 2 had been successful we could have
said that these have been the five good years
after Diakar...It was easy 1o be statesman-like
when things went well, now they’re not so
good, but conditions are mone dlfflfldt moTe
testing and we'll have to wait and see.”

ANDRE DU TOIT, political scientist and
deputy chairperson of [dasa’s board of
trustees, commented as follows:

“...Dakar was extremely important and
had a greal impact on me. In the overall con-
text it was not the first nor the only venture
of its kind, but in terms of putting the issue
on the public and international agenda it
was one of the most important. [t made the

on, Dakar’s questions remain

government take note.

“One doesn’t know to whal extent this
happened, the inside stories haven't yet been
written, but my guess would be that Dakar
would figure prominently in unfolding
events.”

JACQUES KRIEL, a former medical doc-
tor and now deputy principal at the Sacred
Heart College, said

“To me it seemed as if it was the final
straw that broke the ' W Botha back - the
floodgates opened in terms of communica-
bon

“Looking back | think we mismanaged
pur return. We were not well enough
informed as to the mood at home... We
should not have listened to the advice to
come in through the back door at the airport.
We missed an opportunity to make a state-
ment about what we had done and that it
wias nothing that required secrecy.”

PIERRE CRONIJE, former Democratic
Party MP and now with the ANC, said:

“Whether people make history or history
makes people is an old debate, but a number
of people cite the Dakar meeting as a turning
point event which paved the way for the De
Klerk speech

“Dakar was the meeting that broke the
monotonous arcle of repression and revolt,
in a sense it was the start of the negotiation
PrOCess. .

“Dakar helped to consolidate Ihﬂughts n
the ANC and the Alrikaner “dissident’ camp
at the time. Links were made then that have
lasted -

His former DP colleague, PETER
GASTROW, said, politically, Dakar was the
real beginning of a momentum towards
negotiations. “From then on, rhetoric came
down from the theoretical to the possibie
and practical implementations. If was an ice-
breaking meeting, negotiations were now no
longer a far-fetched notion.

For former ldasa staffer IAN LIEBEN-
BERG. who was based at Stellenbosch at the
time, Dakar had importani symbolic value.

“It was very necessary al that stage to
make a change from the whole political envi-
ronment of the ‘total onslaught’. It had great
symbolic value because for the first time
white South Africans and Afrikaners took
the step to identify openly with the negotia-
tons option. We never claimed that we were
beginning negotiations, but made it clear
that any future option lay in negotiation and
not coercion.”

Sue Valentine is media co-ordinator with
ldasa.
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An ally in

striving for
democracy

he name Gorée might not ring any

I bells tor most South Africans, since

our history (as school subject) only

reflected whalt Lhe colonialists and the

Mationalists wanted us to read. But to those

who have learnt and read about slavery, the
name sends chills down the spine.

Gorée Island is notorious for having been
the first outpost of the slave trade. The
“prison” where local captives were held, and
and where, like beasts, their fitness for lite
was tested, remains on the island as a
museum. [l remains a very enigmatic symbol
of the denial and destruction of a people’s
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Sotith Africans on Gorée Island, Jannie Gagiane of Stellenbosch, Shelagh

Gastrow pnd Nawmi Gusay (both from Idasa),

humanity through the obliteration of demo-
cratic principles.

The launch of Gorée Institute at the end of
June therefore, as an institute for democracy
and development in Africa, is both symbuoli-
cally significant and timely. The tide agains|
autocratic rule, it is evident, has engulfed not
only the sub-continent of southern Alrica bul
the whole world, Une only hopes that the
effects of the Cold War which further rav-
aged Africa as a continent and plunged it
into stagnation and dependence will soon be
replaced by participatory development and
democracy. The institute, will hopefully
assist and facilitate this, through its objec-
tives which include:

Festivities during the lnunch.

Gorée Institute launched in Senegal

By NDUMI GWAYI

® Promoting the study, acceptance and the
practice of democracy in Africa by using
strategies in the fields of research, interac-
tiom, traming and cvic education.
® Strengthening the involvemenl ol civic
leaders, individuals and organisations based
in civil society in particular, in all the pro-
grammes of the institute in order 1o develop
a legitimate consensus on what democracy
in the African context constitutes.
® Assisting in the effective networking and
strengthening of African democrats and

r democratic institu-

y * £ W fions,

'-' ® Facilitating the
l F. t exchange of ideas,
: experiences, hopes

and fears amongst
Africans from all
sectors and all lev-
¢ls of society, in
order lo promote
South-South dia-
logue and co-oper-
ation as well as to
ensure the most
etfective utilisa-
tion of our human
and other resources.
® Contributing towards the generation and
rejuvenation of Africa through the promo-
tion and recognition of culture as a critical
terrain for innovation, exploration and com-
munication.

André Zaaiman, the director of Gorée
Institute and a former [dasa regional director
in Pretoria, must be commended for the
tremendous amount of work he and his team
have put in to realise the establishment of
the institute. It is also important to note that
President Diouf, the Senegalese head of state
and only patron of the institute, gave the
project his full support, and honour, at the
launch.

s

Giving the keynote address at the launch,
Dr Van Zyl Slabbert, who is one of the
trustees of Gorée [nstitute, pointed out that
the institute, through President Dioul"s sup-
port, was fully autonomous and paid no alle
giance to any government or organisation.
He said the institute was “not interested in
promoting prestigious events full of pomp
and ceremony” and “endless theorising
about democracy, development and culture”
but rather in focused workshopping where
obstacles to democracy could be identified.

The resonance of drums and the harmonic
effect of the kora and other indigenous musi-
cal instruments seemed to echo the speeches
and the determination of Africa to move to
democracy. Before President Diouf gave his
message of support, a community theatre
group improvised a folk tale which con-
veyed the message that through persever-
ance even the tortoise reaches the finishing
line. This hopeful note also reverberated in
the colourful attire of the locals, especially
the women A range of cultoral workers or
poets, from Africa and Europe, celebrated
the launch.

The current board members are Dr Tuny
Abavomi (Nigeria), Prof Heribert Adam
(Canada), Mr Breyten Breytenbach, P'rof
Claude Aké (Nigeria), Prof Theo Hanf
(Germany), Mr Charles Mwalimu (Zambia)
Mr Qusmane Sembene (Senegal) Dr Van Zyl
Slabbert, Mr Hassan Sunmonu (Nigerial and
Mr Alberl Tevoedjre (Benin)

The first day of the launch ended with a
feast of local music and dance. A seminar on
transitions to democracy concluded the
launch the following day.

On reflection, | saw the institute as per-
forming the important task of being Africa’s
ally in striving for democracy, development
and international recognition.

Ndumi Gwayi is the regional director of ldasa
in the Border area.




AFRICA

By MOIRA LEVY

nity in Africa is becoming the

catch phrase most frequently
\ heard in all the countries visited
by Idasa's Afnica Programme, according
fo the co-ordinator of the project,
Shelagh Gastrow

Rt is a theme running through the dis-
gussions and debates her tour groups
have had with politicians, aid workers,
writers, ppurnabists and church represen-
atives. All speak of the urgent need for
Africa to join forces - and that includes
South Africa - in building the
sconomies, infrastructures and civil
societies of the continent

And most agree that South Alrica
jeads the way in growth and develop-
ment. Ms Gastrow, who is based in
Idasa’s Natal office, found that wher-
ever she travelled in Africa, she encoun-
tered huge expectations about what
South Africa could contribute in invest-
ments, skills redistribution and md.

The Africa Programme, aimed at cre-
ating working relationships between
South Africa and the rest of the conti-
nént, has taken her to seven countries
across east, west and central Afnica.

On her return from her latest venture - a
three-week visit to Dakar and Senegal — she
told of her impressions of the growing trade
and investment links between South Afmica
and the countries further north. Her travels
in Africa, says Gastrow, have reshaped her
anderstanding of South Ainca’s problems
and helped her look with new eyes on the
sirengths and weaknesses of the continent as
a whole

Her strongest impression, she said, was
that South Afnica leads the way in the devel-
opment of civil society. Nowhere in the
countries she has visited is there the plethora
of institutions of civil society that South
Africa enjoys — the women’s and vouth
organisations, the human nghts groups, the
relatively unrestricted press which includes
some vigorous alternative media, the profes-
sional bodies, the churches with their tradi-
tion of opposition and defence of individual

rights.

“We have never encountered anything like |

Idasa; there are no institutions or organisa-
tions promoting the culture of democracy,”
she said.

“In Angola, for example, there was very
little organisation on the ground. Except for
& few individuals and the political parties
Who were seeking political power, there was
nothing that could be called civil society.

“Everywhere we went in Africa, people
are battling to build a civil society. There are
signs of it.” Gastrow cited the growth of an
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l e

independent press in Senegal which includes
a satirical publication, the Free Cockroach.
And during a trip to Ethiopia in April she
heard of plans for an independent newspa-
per and publishing venture to be called
Eureka Press

In Angola, some individuals appealed to
idasa for assistance in setting up a democ-
racy think-tank; in Eritrea moves are afoot to
launch the Kegional Centre for Human
Rights and Development “to make sure that
mdividual nghts receive proper attention in
the future”

“There are signs of a pro-democracy
movement emerging in Africa,” Gastrow
said, but she cautions that these fledgling
efforts are bound bv all sorts of constraints.

State authorities, who perceive them as a
threat, apply internal pressure; externally,
they face a lack of funding. World powers no
longer prioritise Africa; what funding does
come in is aimed at efforts fike famine relief

*Africa has become marginalised from the
rest of the world.” Gastrow said. And coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa are increasingly
looking to South Africa for a massive inflow
ol capital and technology She cautions
against too much hope: “South African busi-
ness is setting up some contacts, but South
Africa has to attend to its own welfare needs,
and what investment does take place will
most likely benefit only the elites, It won’l
change those countries’ economies.”

That is not to say that links are not pro-
ceeding apace. A sign of this is the burgeon-

Into Africa, where ....

QAL hall, Addis Ababa: Shelagh Gastrow with, from left, @ Mozambican official, § A Chinourrri of
the Zimbalnwe embassy, André Zagiman of the Gorée Institule and Sermt Andrew Moche, chief repre-
sentlative of the ANC in Ethiopia

UNITY is the catch phrase

ing migrancy south which started some
years ago with unskilled traders, mainly
Zaireans, entering Natal, Transvaal and parts
of the Western Cape. This is now developing
into a fully-fledged brain drain, with highly
skilled and educated people opting for the
relatively higher salaries and better living
and working conditions offered in the south.

Castrow savs since the 1990 unbannings of
the ANC and other organisations the univer-
sities, particularly, have experienced a “flood
of apphicants”™

“When they bring skills South Africa
doesn’t have this could be of enormous ben-
efit to the country, but if they are skilled
workers and professionals who are prepared
to work for lower salaries, this could lead to
intense competition, conflict and tension.”

Gastrow paints a picture of a continent
that, tensions nothwithstanding, is fast
coming to the realisation that it holds a
shared ideal, symbiotically defined problems
and a commaon future

“There is a ng effort towards solidarity in
Africa to counter the marginalisation that is
happening from the rest of the world. There
is a feeling that African countries have a
common experience of hundreds of years of
suffering. When Alfricans talk about South
Africa they talk with passion: there is no
hostility towards |dasa visitors, only a huge
amounl of sympathy and solidarity and sup-
port for us to get on with the business ol
becoming part of Africa.”

Moira Levy is media facilitator with Idasa.
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emocracy has been achieved in
DEaml:ria and its people are proud of
their achievements.

Bul look a little closer and it is democracy
only at the level of politics and even then it
s fragile. Corruption still has a firm hold of
society and Zambians fear a return to one-
party rule.

Playing host to an ldasa study tour at his
presidential estate, President Frederik
Chiluba speaks with optimism about the
future of Zambia, He is convinced Lhal
democracy is the only answer for change.

"Democracy can work in Africa, we will
make it work in Zambia. No country will be
spared, they will be in some way democra-
tised.” He adds: “After all, in a military coup
Dr Kaunda would not have been spared. The
aim of a democracy is to conserve life.”

Our delegation leaves
State House suitably im-
pressed by President
Chiluba; but despite his
optimism we are not con-
vinced all is well.

A week of discussions
with various high profile
people in Lusaka has left
pur group reeling with
information,

Zambia with its high
degree of urbanisation and
a population of nearly eight
million people has no national urbanisation
strategy and the stress is showing,.

Shanty settlements have mushroomed up
all around Lusaka, the capital city, with hittle
or no services being provided. | am informed
by a member of the United Nations
Economics Commission for Africa that as a
means of controlling such areas, a bulldozer
is sent in periodically to raze the area, but
the people just keep coming back.

Informal markets are difficult to control,
but provide a major source of income for a
society faced with employment figures that
have declined substantially since indepen-
dence in 1964.

Wandering through them one is over-
whelmed by the urgency with which sellers
accost visitors begging one to buy some-
thing, Small fires in tin drums have become
restaurants where you can purchase corn on
the cob, fried chicken and hunks of meats
accompanied by “nshima”, a local variety of
South African pap.

A barber plies his trade at a streel corner
and nearby, a constant clanging reveals a
panelbeating business for household pots
and other wares.

In direct contrast to the noise and bustle of
the city our delegation finds itself ushered
into a building that houses the Institute for

ik
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President Frederik Chiluba

High hopes,
harsh realities

For nearly two weeks in July, 40 Orange Free Staters travelled
by bus through Zimbabwe and Zambia meeting politicians,
farmers, educators, business people and ordinary citizens.
CHANTEL EDWARDS joined them for some of the journey.

Zambian Communication. Previously the
broadeasting studios for Zambian lelevision,
the studio is now used to provide in-service
training for journalists all over Africa,

In these hushed surround-
ings we listen as speaker aftet
speaker is brought in to inform
us about the Zambian situa-
tion. Accusations and justifica-
tions abound as hints of cor-
ruption and fears of a return to
A one-party state emerge. Soon
after our return o South
Africa, the Minister of Youth
Sport and Child Development
resigns claiming his govern-
ment 15 corrupt.

Mr Enoch Kavindele,
interim president of the United Democratic
Farty and former contender for the presi-
dency in apposition to Dr Kaunda, explains
the legacy of corruption faced by the MMD
government.

See also My View
on Page 32

“Dr Kaunda instituted a leadership code
that effectively cancelled any opposition
within his own party, Under this code no
members of parliament were entitled to own
a business with salaries, housing and lrans-
port all being supplied by the government.
This meant Dr Kaunda could at will remowve
a member of parliament from his position
leaving him destitute. Members of parlia-
ment for the Movement for Multi-party
Democracy (MMD) have seen what has
befallen those who worked for Kaunda
and they do not want the same to happen
to them.”

In an attempt to address the situation
MMD has as part of its manitesto the follow-
ing quotation: “The hour has come lor
a president who makes himsell answerable
and accountable for the actions of

By ANDRIES BOTHA

he land issue in southern Africa must
The evaluated in historical context, At

first, European settlers lived next to
and later among Africans, They used over-
whelming educational and technological
advantage to subjugate and dominate their
Alfrican neighbours.

In addition, the whites settled on the land
and held it under individual freehold title —
a concept totally foreign to the tradition of
southern Africa. The continued resistance of
most whites to the natural migration of
blacks into land held under freehold title
over time has resulted in the present emotive
situation with interesting variations in
Zimbabwe and Zambia.

Zambia, the most sparsely populated of
the two, has the poorest mfrastructure. Its
government is actively seeking out settlers

La_nd claims: What price

with the skills to develop the country's huge
agricultural potential. Why, after 27 years of
independence, has a democratically elected
government adopted this policy?

Zambia has been through nationalisation
and redistribution - planned and executed
by globally trained economists, sociologists
and agriculturalists,

Unlike Zambia, both Zimbabwe and
South Africa have very good agricultural
infrastructures; but there is high urban
unemployment and severe pressure on coms
munally held land. Notwithstanding inter-
mittent media reports to the contrary, com-
munal farms have failed to deliver the
goods,

The most basic reason for this failure is
that no individual has a demarcated area
whereon he or she has the right or secunity
to erect capital structutes.

In Zimbabwe, the historical imbalance in
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The Idasa tour group on the steps of the State House in Lusaka.

the people in his cabinet.”

According to MMD MP Akashambatwa
Mbikusita-Lewanika, corruption is still pre-
sent but it is more open now. “People are sull
pursuing their own agendas but the protec-
tion of corruption no longer exists
Our press is free and open.”

Mr Fred M'membe, managing director of
the only privately-owned newspaper in
Zambia, The Weekly Post, enthuses aboul the
gurrent freedom of the press despite
altempts by government officials to force
him to resign. “The Weekly Post which previ-
pusly was run by the Movement for Multi-
party Democracy has now become its
strongest crnhic.”™

During our stay in Lusaka the newspaper
repeatedly calls tor the resignation of the
Minister of Agriculture, Food and Fisheries,
Guy Scott. He is strongly criticised for
importing contaminated grain into Zambia
and it is being alltgrd that the contract

under which the grain was imported has
directly benefited his own interests

The editor-in-chief of the government-
owned Zambu Daily Mail, Mr Emmanuel
Nyirenda, also accepts the new govern-
ment’s committment that they will not inter-
fere in the press,

However, Mr Kavindele of the UDP
claims that the MMD did not win the elec-
tions because it was a credible party, but
rather because people were desperate for
change.

“The need for change was so great that if
President FW de Klerk of South Africa had
stood, he would have been voted in”

President Chiluba disputes such claims
saying that his party won the election
because they campaigned and because their
manifesto was accepted. “Democracy is
what the culture will permit and not what
the constitution says. No constitution will be
pufﬁ:h-d in one |:~.1rl1n.|1.1r period. Wlut we

for past wrongs’?

landholding was initially addressed at inde-
pendence when it was agreed that the gov-
ernment would have first option on land for
sale at ruling prices.

Since then the government has passed the
controversial Land Aquisition Act (o enable
the expropriation of an additional 6 million

The Commercial Farmers' Union regands
an equitable redistnbubion of land as essen-
tial, but has serious reservations about the
provisions of the bill. Chief among these is
the arbitrary pricing by the government
without recourse to law. The union points
out that only 2.8 million of the 3.3 million
hectares originally bought have been settled
and mostly unsuccessfully. Reasons prof-
fered are: poor selection of candidates, inad-
Bquate training and little or no follow-up
suppon

What can South Africa learn from its

[

neighbours? Firstly, il must be recognised
that the gross racial distorion of land hold-
ing must be addressed and the sooner, the
better

South Africa’s arable land is generally
more and and prone to frost than either of
our two neighbours, While dearly we must
have a restructuring of land ownership, the
scope for addibonal people on the land is
extremely lmuted

The greatest danger to guard against is
the false belief that land redistribution can
solve a national unemployment problem.
Dumping the urban homeless on agriculture
will result not only in their becoming even
more destitute, but also in further stress on
an already battered rural economy.

Andries Botha farms in the Viljoenskroon
district. He is also the leader of the
Democratic Party in the OFS and
northern Cape.

see as democracy now may not fulfil demo-
cratic needs later.”

Mr Kebby Musoktwane, secretarv-general
for the official opposition, the United
National Independence Party, denies that
there has been a true transition Lo democ-
racy.

“In order for there to be a true democracy
the opposition should be able to make a dif-
terence. It should constitute a third in parlia-
ment in order o provide the necessary
checks and balances. If Unip does not come
anywhere in the next election, we are afraid
that Zambia will return to a one-party state

"Al present there is a lack of progress
towards democratic organisations, structures
and processes. Democracy is nol an eveni
but a process. We are in danger of the cur-
rent political system in Zambia being
reduced to a democratic state without demo-
cratic [“d'l'l'!‘d I.I.-'IJ_‘t i

Despite the severe criticisms bandied
about by the opposition, everyone agrees
that some form of African union, if not polit-
ical then economic, is necessary

Dr Kennith Kaunda, ousted president of
Zambia, emphatically requests that a con-
scious effort be made 1o roll back the fron-
tiers, so religiously protected, which are not
economically viable

The spint of co-operation abounds and
with &) percent of its population unable to
feed itself Zambia is looking to widening its
trade links with South Afnca

According to the Mimister ot Trade,
Industry and Commerce, Ronald Penza,
Zambia has an open policy regarding trade
and investment. “The two need to be com-
bined as a package so as to avoid our local
trade and industry being neglected

Dr Jonathan Chileshe, head of the trade
and development hinance division of the UN
Economic Commission for Africa, is less sub-
tle. “South Africa is a brother. You can
choose vour friends, but you cannot choose
your brother. African countries must learn to
live with their neighbours, We must work
out a method by which South Africa can best
benefit from the whole of Africa and how
smaller African countries can benefit from
South Africa.”

The openness of the Zambian people and
their complete honesty and willingness to
talk to a group of South Africans from the
Orange Free State leaves one encouraged
that somehow the problems will be sorted
out. Certainly for us and the present political
climate in South Africa, President Chiluba’s
welcoming words were worth remembering;
“Our politics is emerging with warmth, |
urge you o take that warmth back with you
to South Africa ®
Chantel Edwards is media assistant with Idasa




RURAL GOVERNMENT

Harmony amid
the hardships

By CHANTEL EDWARDS

ravelling through Zimbabwe one-is
T‘-t:mt:k by the friendly warmth of the

peaple and the high degree of recon-
ciltation, something short of remarkable
considering the situation in which they find
themselves.

A cnippling drought 1n Zimbabwe has
torced rural people into the cities resulting
in over-crowded squatter settlements and
soaring unemplovment, During a brief stop
in Harare | am shocked to read that in cer-
lain regions people have begun eating thelr
dogs in order to survive

I the rural areas women work 18 hours a
day collecting water, food and firewood to
ensure the survival ol their families: In
Harare it would seetn that tood is available
— il you have the money,

The markets sell fresh produce, house-
hold commaodities and clothing. There is an
abundance of local crafts and artwork for
sale and on every streel corner young chil-
dren approach tourists with carvings of hip-
pos, elephants and rhino,

The tree-lined avenues of Harare:are spot.
lessly clean as is the countryside and we dis-
cover that this is as a result of heavy fines
and on-the-spot ammests lor offenders, A ur-
ther reason is the sense of ownership and
pride that people have in their country.

However, || would seem that since inde-
pendence little has changed The poor have
remained poor and the nich have remained
rich

Very little development s apparent and
Lhis Is attributed o the unemploymen| rate,
hugh taxation, a lack of institutional support
and the exodus of qualified people follow-
ing independence.

The emphasis on rural development has
been criticised by some as betng for political,
rather than economic reasons. Little training
and tollow-up ail has been made available
to people placed on reclaimed farmlands;
and the relatively unsophisticated Labour
Relations Acl has [eft the average farm
labourer working a 10-hour day, six days a
week and earning approximately 6] cents an
hour or 146 dollars a month,

Education ts the one field that has been
fully developed - some argue to the detri-
ment of other facets of life. Concentrating on
mass-based and non-formal education has
empowered people wilh basic skills, but
unemploymient is runming at 25 percenl and
they re unable W find meaningful work.

b

Tradition on trial
in rural areas

radditional leaders, migrant labourers,
Tthe access of women to authority
structures, redstnbubion of resources—
these are some of the factors that make up
Lthe complex rural equation in south Africa,
In an effort 1o address some of Lhese
urgent issues, [dasa’s Border affice convened
a two-day conference entitled “Rural Local
Covernment: Understanding the Challenges”
i East London om July 17 and 18,
Discussions got off to a volatile start as
delepates debated the degree to which the
concept of traditional leaders was compati-
ble with democracy. Some said the very
notion of traditional leaders — who assumed
their position by birth and were nol subject
te regular elections = ran contrary o the
basis of democracy, Others like, Chief Justice
Mibandla frovm Cisket and Transkei's Chief
G § MNotha argued that chiefs served their
subpects and were accountable o them.
Lechesa Tsenoh of the SA National Civics
Organisation said civics saw themselves as
democratic institutions which were inclusive
budies, However, all delegates agreed on the
need for further talks between civics and tra-
ditional leaders to ensure better relations,
The sustanability of rural local govern-
ment and its relationship with the urban
centre was addressed by Development
Action Group researcher Laurine Matzky
She said that in Soulth Alrica; the differ-
ences betwoen urban and rural areas was not
as great as in other African countries where
cities and villages were clearly defined. The
reason for this was that rural areas had no

Spare the child

real access to land and due to forced
removals 10 the banlustans, people were liv.
ing v densely populated areas without the
advantages of urban or rural life.

She added, however, that no local govern.
ment could be completely <ell-contained and
a redistribution of resources should nol
mean that urban areas were the source and
rural areas the recipients.. Redistribution
should occur on a national scale.

The Border region and nearby homelands
had played a significant role in developing
the wealth of the Witwatersrand area
through mmgrant labour policies. In turn, the
fall in the gold price and consequent
retrenchments directly affected rural families
in that region,

“National and even international develop-
ments have an influence on individuals in
rural communities,” said Ms Platzky,
Theretore, local authonties should partici-
pate 1n national decisions because the
impact ot various policies would be fell in
their constitiencies,

Om the issue of elections, Ms Platzky said
people who were poor were vulnerable. In
addition, women made up the vast majority
of rural population yvet they were often
excluded from decislon-making and were
therefore 1gnorant of trends and carrent
155Ue5

“The proporbion of women altending
courses to upgrade their level of education
and understanding should be increased so
their majority can be well represented (n
bodies such as village councils,” she said

By NDUMI GWAY1

hild labpur and exploitation came
under the spothlight at an Idasa meet-
meg in-East London on June 15
Guest speakers were Prof Chris Hummel
from Rhodes University's history depart-
ment, who spoke on the history of ¢hild
labour in industrial revolution Britam, and
Mrs A € Mbalu from Frere Hospital who
addressed the issue of children’s rights
The audience consisted mainly of people
from the black township of Bumcan Village
as well as academics, nurses, social workers
and representatives lrom varlous service
organisations.
Mrs Mbalu said what was al issue was not
children™s needs, but their rights, and this

presupposed an obhgation to deliver what
was rightfully theirs. This included an envi-
ronment conducive to growing up normallv
and to learning and to a society which
accepted its responsibility for the develop-
ment and protection of its children,

She said the citizens” role was to ensure
thal inadequacies In sodiety were expasid
while thee government should provide educa-
twon, health and decent living conditions for
children

Atter enthusiashic debate it was decided
that further workshops would be convened
=00,

Ndumi Gwayi is Jdasa’s regional director in

the Border area.



POLICING

By RONEL SCHEFFER

Turning heads

ent style of education which is skills
based and implies a different style of
fearning — practising skills, role play-
ng to improve understanding, being

(41 F irst you make them talk
the talk, then you make
them walk the walk.” The

drawl of a Canadian police chief, but

gDDﬂ advice, |l seems, for those
charged with transforming the South

on the beat

African Police. If members of the SAP
begin to talk of “human nghts” and
*democracy” are they likely to behave
in @ way thal contradicts their lan-
guage?

No, says Janine Rauch, a
Cambridge-trained criminologist and
one of two researchers who have been
conducting an independent policing
research project over the past |8
months, initiated and sponsored by
ldasa.

Ms Rauch recently completed a six-month
study on basic training in the SAP She sat in
oen lectures and talked to instructors at the
four police colleges in the country where
young trainees’ perceptions are shaped by
Instruction on, for example; how to deal with
“lerrorists” and "riots”,

"This is completely inappropriate lan-
puage and a long way from our vision of
what good policing is,” says Rauch, adding
that many within the ranks of the SAP share
the researchers’ understanding of current
problems within the force. There is also sup-
port for their recommendations to address
these problems. “The SAT is not a homoge
neous institution thal is just bad,” says
Rauch,

Yel, there is no question about the fact that
the values and aims of policing need urgent
and thorough-going change: Both the mili-
tary history of the SAF and the history of the
police in enforcing apartheid meant that
questionable values and norms were repro-
duced tn training,

"Changing values Is a very difficult
thing,” says Rauch, “and you cannot change
A pulice force simply by changing its training
system - the organisation itself must
undergo a process of change in order to max-
imise the benefits of improved training

Some 1 200 recruits pass through the train-
ing collleges annually and such a small num-
ber of the force (total 110 D00) is not going to
change the organisational culture of the SAP

Rauch's research examined current basic
Iraining to see if it had changed in relation to
the new political environment, and whether
it equips voung police officials adequately to
deal with the complex social reality. The
research was informed by a concern with
improving the levels of service provided by
the SAP, and with the urgent need to
mprove police-community relations.

—

The current system of basic train-
ing in the SAP cannot dellver the
credible, effective and accountable
policing which Is essentlal 1o the
larger process of social change in
South Africa, says researcher
Janine Rauch (right).

Although the SATI 1s currently expending
a greal deal of energy and financial resources
on improving their training system, she sug-
gests thal that this improvement is impeded
by a dominant “anti-training” ethos in the
informal police subculture.

Ms Rauch has submitted her recommen-
dations for basic tramning, some of which
could be implemented immediately, to the
SAT itself and to the Police Board, a National
Peace Accord structure - of which she is a
member - comprising police and civilians
that advises the Minister of Law and Order
on policing, A task force from the board will
take her work further,

Her basic argument is that policing is a
discretionary activity - there isn't a set of
rules for how a good cop behaves. “5o what
we need to do in lraining is to give students
the skills 1o exercise their discretion.”

‘There isn't a set of
tules for how a good cop
behaves’

When she visited the police colleges her
maost striking inftial impression was that of a
military institution, with students marching
up and down, spending hours drlling and
instructors dressed In camouflage uniform.

“Even in the classroom il is a very regi-
mented, traditional kind of education with
the teacher giving the lessons and students
repeating it

“There is no emphasis on questioning or
developing an individual critical under-
standing of the material. The military style,
in particular, de-emphasises discretion, it
suggests that there is one way of doing
everything.”

To equip police trainees for their discre-
Honary activity, Rauch recommends a differ-

critical and being selt-critical,

By focusing on language a start
could be made [n the dassroom with
changing values.

Another of her recommendations
entails the importance of engaging
outside expertise, and voices not
heard before, in formulating tramning
courses and changing the SAP itself.

Rauch points put that the traming
system followed by the SAP is not
necessarily a product of apartheid, in
fact it is similar to what was offered
until fairly recently 1o police forces
around the world — particularly in
Britain, Canada and Australia. She believes
that the SAP can leam much from the latter
two, both having been British colomial police
forces like itself

The SAP seems rather keen on "doing it
for themselves”, says Rauch, who cautions
that the same mistakes will be made if the
police force does nol take seriously her rec-
ommendation on broader consultation.
“They must listen to voices thev have not
heard before, not only to Unisa and the
HS5RC."

{Other key recommendations she makes
are that the physical components of training
should be reduced and made more appropri-
ate to real policework and that a new system
of discipline should be developed, with an
emphasis on police professionalism.

Rauch is the first independent researcher
ever 1o be granted access to the training
institutions of the SAP She and colleague
Etienne Marais, who are both based in the
psychology department at Wits University,
struggled for most of the first year of their
study, to gain direct access to SAI" members.

“We wenl Into this research as novices not
as academics and what we've triad lo do is
to waork co-operatively with people, from
academics to cops, trying to build a friendly
relationship with the police force, trying to
see how they view the problems and polic-
ing in general.

"It has paid off, we have earned their
respect because we were prepared to listen
lo them — being members of the Police Board
has also helped.”

The two researchers will continue their
work, Rauch will focus on “riot” policing
and “riot police” traming i the next few
menths while Marais 1s completing work on
the homeland police forces and their reinte-
gration into the SAT

Ronel Schefizris production editor in ldasa’s
media departmenl.
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: RESOURCES
: FROM IDASA

I New Occasional Paper

| Hl No 45! Intelligence, Accountability

| and Democracy: Prospects tor South
Africa by Sandra Africa

Price: R3,50

SA Media Directory

A usetul and up to date contact list of
newspapers, magazines, news agencies,
television and radio stations operating
in South Africa, A 36-page resource
providing journalist contacts, telephone
; and fax numbers and addresses,

[ Price: R10,00

| Women in a new SA
A package of six workshops for women

: who want to turn all the
talk about women's
rights into action.

| Pesigned by activists
and tried and tested, it
comes with posters and other

[ illustrations.

i Price: R16,00

| Democracy
A 40-minute award-winning video on
the challenges presented by democracy,
featuring South Africans young and
mature, ordinary and prominent.
Price: R100,00 (R50,00 for
non-profitmaking concerns)

L hese esowrces sy be ardered from Hi
Media Department, [dasa, 1 Penzance Ril,
Muozebray, Cape Towas 7700, (Tel 47-3127)
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AVAILABLE SOON

MAKING A DIFFERENCE:
IDEAS FOR CHANGE IN
SCHOOLS

R15,00

Desegregating South African
schools signifies dramatic and jrre-
versible progress towards demo-
cratic, non-racial education tor all
children. As welcome as this 1s, it is
imevitably accompanied by insecu-
rities, anxiefies and questions.

MAKING A DIFFERENCE:
IDEAS FOR CHANGE IN
SCHOOLS is a handy work-
book for teachers, parents and
all people interested in the
evolving education system. It
is written by teachers and pro-
vides a series of activities
designed to examine the issues
raised in today’s mixed-race
classrooms — language policy,
class size, interracial tolerance,
cultural dominance.

The workshop sessions encourage
active participation by those
involved in educating children,
those who are facing the difficulties
and discovering the possibilities,

Published by Idasa and Oxford
University Press. Avatlable
mid-September from book-

stores, Idasa and OUF.

Education
breakdown needs
local remedies

By NDUMI GWAYI

egional efforts were needed to counter
Rthf: breakdown in teaching and learn-

mg, Dr Steve Fourie of Rhodes
University told a seminar hosted by Idasa
East London recently,

The seminar, which focused on education
for empowerment, was aimed at unscram-
bling the problems of transition in education
in the Border/Transkei/Ciskel region, and
consalidating efforts to rationalise education
and nurture a culture of learning and teach-
ing in the region.

Dr Fourie, who was the keynote speaker,
said education not only empowered by pro-
viding the skills and knowledge which are
needed in the workplace, but alsa by pro-
moting “creative self-discovery” and broad-
ening understanding of the wider world and
society generally through critical thinking,
tolerance of other views and problem solv-
.-

Dr Fourie pointed out that education at
present was not living up to [ts full potential
because “Christian National Education”, as
adopted and applied by the Nationalist gov-
ernment, had been authoritarian and idep-
logical and had disempowered the majority
of the people of South Africa

The openness of arganisations and
authorities to rabonalisabion was, however,
questioned by Dr Fourie. He intimated that
all players in the education sector should
torsake sloganeering or dictating terms in
favour ol concrete steps to remedy the situa-
tion. Commissions looked al how present
structures could work together o overcome
obstacles, at legislation affecting education
in the region and how interventions can be
made, how to optimally utilise available
resources and at non-formal and special
needs education.

The seminar attracted participation from
almost all education service organisations
arid education department representatives (n
the region, Gideon Sam, from [ndependent
Teachers Enrichment Centre, wound up the
proceedings, noting the willingness of pat-
ticipants to look at issues together A
broader conference, including business,
workers, parents and so on, was an urgen!
priority, he said. A committee was elected to
take the recommendations of the vanous
commissions further, to facilitate further
co-operation in the region and to organise
more representative conference,

Ndumi CGwayl is 1dasa's reglonal director
in the Border area
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Orange Free State development
summit builds trust

A rreosreRcis, free and equal
society where an atmosphere
of mutual trust and common
lovalty will exist s what was
envisioned by delegates al a
Free State sum-
mit which was held at
Allemanskraaldam in June.

The summit brought
together more than 200 peo-
ple in the province, including
representatives from all the
major political parties, the
business sector, civic organi-
sations, NGOs, the provincial
administration and other
state departments.

After an ntroduction on
national economic scenarios
by Thabo Mbeki of the ANC
and André Fourie of the NF,
attention was focused on the
socio-economic profile of the
Free State. It became clear
that the region faced a range
of development problems
involving economic, political,
social and educational issues.
Among the political con-

strainis mentioned were
ignorance and intolerance.
unrealistic expectations and
illegitimate structures. This
results in a lack of unity,
shared values and common
goals.

Having obtained a better
understanding ol the situa-
tion in the region, partici-
pants then had the opportu-
nity to build a common
vision for the future of the
Free State. Although these
visions were mord Ulopian
than practical, the exercise
created a sense of belonging
and commitment to the
region and all its people

As regards future action, a
general need was expressed
for a representabive and legit-
imate structure to co-ordinate
and consolidaze development
efforts. No finality was
reached, however, and it was
suggested that Idasa should
act as an interim secretariat
to facilitate discussion on

i |

Thabo Mk

development while the
nature of the structures to
carry the process forward
was

The summit was of great
value in generating new

and co-operafion among peo-
ple who share the same

future,

Kobus van Loggerenberg
Regional Co-ordinator

Call for shut-down of old order

THE TRANSITION to peace and
democracy, socal well-hnmg,
job crestion and economic

would not come free,
bt required fundamental
changes to “everything we
have become accustomed
",

This was the view of
Cosatu negotiation co-ordi-
nator and member of the
National Peace Secretariat,
Javendra Naidoo, speaking at
an Idasa lunch in Durban on
June 23.

What was also needed was
the “complete shulting
down” of the “sublerranean
world of death squads, assas-
sins, police cover-ups, secret
and unaccounted for funds,
shadowy cabals of generals,
pmlm:i.ins, cabinet ministers

and criminals in collusion”.

Cosatu and its allies, said
Naidoo, believed that as
international pressure on
South Africa had decreased,
the De Klerk government
had steadily retreated away
from democracy and towards
“old options and old goals” -
the retention of white domi-
natton and National Party
rule

Turning to the Peace
Accord, Naidoo said it would
go down in history as a
“noble but futile effort”
unless i1 was strengthened
considerably.

The extensive network of
national, regional and local
commitiees needed Lo
acquire the capacity and
power o intervene actively

m conflict situabons such as
Boipatong otherwise they
would not eamn the support
and respect of communities.

Pointing to the “total lack
af credibility” of the security
forces, Naidoo suggested
several measures which
should be implemented:

® the secunty forces
should be placed under some
form af joint coatrol and
management;

@ they should be effec-
tively monitored by internal
and interational groups, and

e comprehensive authority
should be given to the peace
structiires to intervene in
conflict situations, and o set
up specialised mechanisms

for this purpose.

———
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Mayor: four Cape local authorities enough

AT A RECENT Western Cape
seminar Mr Frank van der
Velde, the Mayor of Cape
Town, proposed that the city
should be rationaliseéd into four
or five municipal areas with
common services boing man-

aged by a metropolitan cham-
ber

Speaking on the role of Jocal
governmenl and its administra-
Hon during the transition, he
pointed out that the Western

Mr fob Mokgiro, LWC dipartment

Cape currently has 66 different of public administration

local government structures, all
with. ing authority.
The delegates, who included
councillors, municipal offical
and representatives from the
civics and other interesi

groups, identified the need for
an accountable, accessible, non-
racial, practical, économically
viable and people-friendly
administration that meets the
service and development neads

of communities.
Mr |ohn Marshall, the town
clerk tor Bellville, emphasised

the need for a strong and

sound administration (o be

kepl in place thmoughont the
transition. “While the political
and representational side is in
chaos you cannof call-a halt to
serviving heeds,” he said. The
restructuring of local govern-
ment was linked to current
political processes and @ deci-

siim must be made as to which

came firsl.

A spokesperson for the ANC
called for the adeption of a
progressive employment struc-
ture  which allowed for
standard remuneration and

Pretoria takes

the plunge

IASA STATF in Pretoria recently con-
ducted their first training course in
ronflict managament skills,

Based on the course material and
methodology developed by Ron
Kraybill, director of training for the
Cenltre for Inlergroup Studies, and
wsed with his permission, regional co-
ordinators Kerry Harris and Alice
Coetzee led the two-day course for 14
Vista University lecturers in
Mamelodi

The course, Intense and participa-
tory; explored atfitudes fowards con-
flict, rteased out the differences
between mediation and arhitration
and then focused on managing conflict

by taking participants through the four

stages of mediation. Interpersonal |

cammunication gkills training was
incorporated at every level.

Crut of the course came an aware-
ness that staff needed to be more pro-
active in dealing with polential conflict
on the campus. The staff also felt that
more peaple on campus, both staff and
shudents, would benefit from media-
tion training. As-a follow up, Vista
staff have asked for further training,
primarily n dealing with group con-
fict and negatiation skills. Help Ron!

Allce Coelzee
Regional Co-ordinator

~ Municipal staff give

civics the low-down

PORT ELIZARETH municfpal officials mel representatives
of 2 civic area commiltees at a capacity building work-
shop organised by ldasa during June, .

The aim of the meeting was to expose ¢ivies to the
processies involved i providing services 1o communi-
lies 5o that they can enter into negotiations from an
informed pastiian. During the workshop municipal offi-
cials presented papers on health, water and sewerage,
parks and recreation and roads and transport for discus-
sion by the avics.

Following intense debate broad agreement was
reached in the following areas:

® Health: the establishment of a forum in which civics
could participate in helping famuilate 4 health policy
which reflacted the mos| urgent needs of South African
soriety,

A subsequent conference is being plarmed for August
19 and 20 to focus on issues related to population devel-
gpment, the environmen| and resources.

@ Waler and sewerage: the serious water shortage in
the shanty fowns around Port Elizabeth is in need of
immediate attention, The civies would approach the
municipality to address the matter and o introduce a
water-truck system as a temporary relief measure:

® Parks and recreation: the civic sports desk high-
lighted the need for existing facilities to be upgraded
and for sport o be totally integrated as.a means of
assisting the transition lo a non-racial democracy.

#® Roaids and transport: taxi forums should be estab-
lished nation-wide to address issues such as relations
between taxi drivers and their passengers. Training
drivers m customer relations should become a veniral
feature of fExi associations.

participative management.
Furthermore, the current lack
ol access to information was
criticised.

A eall for affirmative action
wis emphasised. Mr Marshall
sugpested that there would be
no need foratfirmative ackon i
a palicy of only employing the
best people for the job, and
then training them, was imple-
mented. Mr Clive Keegan,
Deputy Mayor of Cape Town,
telt that this was a simplistic
approach, Affirmative action,
he saidd, should be seen s train-
ing a community, enhancing
their capacity and consolidat-
ing their skills.

"Affirmiative action is about
i radical restructuring of struc-
tures to ensure demographic
representation. We are going to
have toappoint black people to
positions for which white peo-
ple are equally qualified. 1t will
need money and action
Affirmative action as a vision
or a dream 1sne good.”

Mr Job Mokgors of the
UWC department of public
admiistration, who suggested
sgveral concrete kraining pro-
posals emphasised the need to
pool resources in order to facili-
late the implementation of an
affirmative action progranmme "

A plea by a management
committee member for the
civics to work with the commit-
tee and to use their expertise
was rejected by Mr Newton
Adams of the South African
Matiomal Civies Organtsation,

“The civics accept the man-
agement committee members
and the black local authorities
but vou are i a posiben Lhal
has niot been democratically
arrived at,” he said, adding:
“You should resign and retumn
to your communities and when
clear regional guldelines are
made you can make yourselves
available for democratic elec-

tions.”
Chantél Edwards
Medla Department
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had reservations.about land
redistribution; and felt that
redistribution should take
place through the free market,

Mr Hans van der Merwe of
the SA Agricultural Uniom said
the union had done a reassess-
ment of agricultural policy and
had concluded that maximum
growth comes through a mar-
ket driven with mini-
mum state involvement.
Privalisation was the corner-
stone of this policy, privaie
ownership must be protected
and land must be used to its
full capacity.

The ANC felt that although
land must be used to it= full
capacily there was an urgen|
need to deal with the unjustices
of forced removals. This. they
argued, would require a legal
procedure 0 deal with land
claims,

Land tenure issues domi-
nated the discussion, with the
ANC stating that the givern-

Earmers, ANC commission
discuss land tenure issues

ment would have tobe tolerant

of a number of different forms

of tenury, including communal
tenure. The ECAU argued that

there were severe problems
associaled with communal

tenure and that it could lead 1o
to forced communal owner-

ship.

Both parties agreed that the
production of foad was a prior-
ity which should not be com-
promised; affirmative action
was nesded in agriculture and
black farmers need to be
encouraged and assisted as far
as.possible; agricultural train-
ing facilities and extension ser-
vices must be extended and
made appropriate 1o local con-
ditions, .

Both parties felt thal they
had gained through the meet-
meetings was not ruled out,

Chandré Gould
Regional Co-ordinator

ection monitor

A RECENTLY co-ord inated
!h:ﬂ_ulnnnitnred the election

5 0f the new Border
rional executive ol the
African National

Civics Organisation at the

Fquﬂ'uf the organisation.

_ The Border Civics
5 believed that an

_ ent body had o time for the election on June |
iy this role o ensure that 20,
process was both fair  The  elections rman

d democratic. They were
als concerned that they did
not’ have the necessary
Ennwledge or skills to run
plections,

Jdasa then drew up a doc-
ument which outlined an
plactoral procedure and this
wWas forwarded to the 17
sub-regions of Bocco thal

Civics seek independent

were o nominate people for
gach of the positions,
Uinfortunately due to the
size of the region and the
peor communication facili-
ties, the forms did not reach
all the regions and nomina-
tions. from only 100 sub-
regions were received in |

smoothly and Idasa will to
be conducting follow-up
workshops for Sanco's
Border executive 1o enable
them to run their own elec
tioms next year.

Glenn Bownes

Regional Co-ordinalor

Kasrils: govt must
be pressurised

THE ONLY way o wring concessions
pul of the governmen! so that it
accepts the tnue form of democracy
i5 to “turn on the pressure from the
street, from below - and from right
across the spectrum of the South
Alrican community”, according to
ANC executive member Ronnie
Kasrils.

Speaking on mass action at an
Idasa forum in Durban, Kasrils said
this pressure would ceate a power-
ful move towards democracy,

“The aim is not insurrection, the
seizure of power by force”
Kasrils. Change in South Africa
could now come about through
transitipn — hopefully peaceful — Lo
democracy via negotiations:

“It can be a bumpy road or it can-
be a smooth road but that depends
on the obstructions placed on the
road to democracy,” he said,

said

Conscription
under fire
in Border

THE PRoOPoseD amendments 1o
the Detence Act came under
fire at a recent public mesting
In East London. Hosted by
Idasa, it was characterised by
an unprecedented participation
by political parties and the End
Lnn!.uip&nn Campaign.

Speakers from the DI ANC
and ECC criticised the govemn-
ment for attempting to amend.
rather than scrap the lsst piece
of race-based non the
statute books. .

Mr Howard Varney of the
ECC argued that the demand
of conscripts was “for the sys-
tem of whites-only conserip-
tion to be abolished rather than
for punitive alternatives to be
provided for it".

The CPs Willem Botha
attacked the bill for different
reasons. His party was
opposed to whites ha\rin; lo

“protect” other race groups

“from themselves”, said Mr
Botha. The CP supported the
concept of compulsory con-
scription, bul would support
members who refused w serve
while being utilised in the
townships.

Dr Chippy Olver af the ANC
also pledged his organisations

support for conscientious
objectors, and thaﬂ:nged con-
scripis lo “give serious thought
to serving in the SADF".

Mr Bill Nell of the NP
argued that whites-only con-
scription. could only be
changed al the negotiation
table. Mr Vamney contended,
however, that the bill was ret-
rogressive as L entrenched
“whites-only conscription

nala
time when the system is break-
ing down of lks won accond”.
Over B0 people, most of
whom were young while men,
attunded the meeeting,

Clen Bownes:
Regional Co-ordinator




Politics like you’ve never
read it before.

“Eminently readable — indeed,
racy. Vigorous and accessible.”

THE WEEKLY MAIL

“Original and provocative.”
BUSINESS DAY

As debated on .-"'ml*.""'-jl:l,
Radio 702, and Radio South Atrica.

“Vividly written. Caldwell is
a puncturer of
the politically correct.”

|HE STAR

From the author of South Africa: The New Revolution and The Customer is Always Wrong! comes No More Martyrs Now. Don Caldweil's
hot new book tackles today's issues as they've never been tackied before. Affirmative action. The recall. Taxes. The environment.
Referendums. Censorship. Local democracy. A bill of rights. Civil society. The NP and ANC. 272 pages. Easy to read. Enraging.
Enlightening. Hot off the press. And already critically acclaimed.
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By PIETER VAN VEUREN

A DEMOCRATIC VISION
FOR SOUTH AFRICA
edited by Klaus Niirn-
_]il'l_rgEr, Encounter Pub-
lications, 1991. (624 pages).

hen A Democratic
Vision for South
Africa is placed in

the context of some of the lat-
st writings on the subject of
democracy in South Africa, a
striking feature of this book becomes appar-
ent: in a field where question marks abound
in the titles of books and articles, this book
sounds a positive note with the phrase “a
democratic vision” and the absence of a
question mark in the title.

The word “vision” implies that democracy
is something which South Africa does not
have, or does not have in an adequate form,
but could acquire in the future, The word
also sounds a religious note and this impres-
sion is confirmed by the sub-title of the book,
“Political realism and Christian responsibil-
ity”. It 1s the third reader published by the
National Initiative for Reconciliation (a non-
denominational Christian organisation} and
i& aimed primarily al an audience which has
Christian religious affiliations, but also at the
wider audience of all people who have a
feeling of responsibility in the situation in
which South Africa finds itself at present - ie
at the crossroad between a [ree and just
future, or endless strife, social turmoil and
Oppression.

The book is aimed at the average reader
and it is not a collection of academic research
essays on the subject of democracy in South
Africa, but rather a compendium of short
essays which aims to stimulate and facilitate
fruitful and informed dialogue on the topic.
In doing this, the editor hopes that the book
will "empower people to make their contri-
bution towards the attainment of a new
democratic South Africa based on equal dig-
nity, justice and co-pperation in all spheres of
life”,

Some of the contributions originated as
research papers, but most of these have been
shortened and stylistically adapted for the
book. The essays were written by people
who are knowledgeable in their respective

—

fields: well-known experts on
political theory, church history
and Christian dogma. Careful
editing has ensured that the
book succeeds in being very
informative on a wide range of
topics connected with the main
theme. Therefore, although it
is not intended for an aca-
demic audience in the first
place, it also has value in this
context, for it gives the reader
an overview of the complex
totality of the problem of democracy in
South Africa.

It is a structured work consisting of 45
contributions and it is made accessible by an
introduction which states the aims of the
book and gives a short survey of the con-
tents. The contents are arranged in a further
eight parts, each preceded by a survey of its
content and a clarification of the discussion.
Among the themes are the meaning of the
term democracy; the biblical foundation for
the values of human dignity and self-deter-
mination; the record of the Christian church
as regards democratic ideals and the legit-
imisation of authoritarian rule; the vicissi-
tudes of democracy in postcolonial Africa;
perceptions of democracy among political
groupings in South Africa, and the prospects
for democracy in our country,

“The main function of demo-
cratic government is to control
the abuse of power by those
who wield power’

Klaus Niirnberger draws an abstract pic-
ture of democracy in order to clarify the con-
cept. Democracy literally means government
of the people, by the people and for the peo-
ple. In contrast to various forms of authori-
tarianism, a democratic system of govern-
ment makes the people themselves
responsible for decisions concerning their
collective life. According to Niirnberger,
Western liberal democracy provides the clas-
sical standard for democracy in modern his-
tory. According to this model of a democratic
system of government the leaders rule only

Complexity of democracy in SA
- made clear for average reader

on the strength of a mandate given by the
people: the mandate of the people can be
withdrawn in regular elections by secret bal-
lot, which are held on the basis of one vote
per adullt person: the vote is direct (as
opposed to an electoral college), the voter
has free choice among different parties, poli-
cies and candidates and the voter has access
to full and free information on the partes,
policies and candidates.

In short, the bottom line of a democratic
system of government is that people who are
eligible to vote must be able to get rid of the
policies and the people, by which and by
whom they are governed by a vote at regular
intervals. It is correct, therefore, that
Nirnberger emphasises that the main func-
tion of a democratic form of government is
to eontrol the abuse of power by those peo-
ple who wield power.

In this connection he states that a liberal
democratic form of government also has the
following important features: the public
accountability of those who wield power: a
division of power between legislative, execu-
tive and judiciary branches of government:
the rule of law, which excludes all arbitrary
decision making; and Hnally a bill of rights
which limits the power of the state to essen-
tial governmental functions.

The conditions mentioned above for a (lib-
eral) democratic form of government only
give an abstract picture of democracy. Niirn-
berger makes the valid point that such a
form of government can only function effec-
tively in a cultural and economic context
which has certain features, The most impor-
tant of these concerns the relation between
people: they must believe in the equal dig-
nity of all human beings, and they musl
have confidence in the general maturity and
responsibility of their fellow citizens. Fur-
thermore, people must have sufficient self-
respect and self-confidence to take up public
responsibility, and they must have a certain
minimum standard of living which is nat
found in poorly developed communities,

With this statement the editor touches on
one of the most intractable problems which
15 discussed in the book, ie the relation
between democracy and economic develop-
ment.

To Page 30

29
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From Page 29

Essays by Niimberger and Chipasula con-
tain a devastating critique of the thesis that
the one-party system constitutes an adequate
framework for social and economic
ment in Africa. Both Chipasula and
Niirberger come to the conclusion that it
has failed miserably because it has no checks
on the abuse of power, it encourages blun-
dering and inefficiency, exploitation of
power and personality cull.

It is against this background that the call
for the democratisation of government and a
market-regulated economy in various
African countries should be seen. This drive
for democratisation in Africa has parallels in
the political dynamics of some South
American countries and in countries in east-
ern Europe. One common feature of the
trend towards full democracy in these coun-
tries, and also in South Africa, is the
tion that a fully democratic form of govern-
ment coupled with a market economy will
enhance economic growth and social devel-
opment. However, the South African situa-
tion is such that the underdevelopment of
large portions of the population presents an
obstacle to democracy and raises questions
about the efficacy of a redistribution of
wealth and opportunities by market forces
alone.

Although the editor emphasises the close
connection between economic growth and
the prospects for democracy in South Africa,
the book does not reflect adequately the
importance of this issue which has a direct
bearing on the future prospects of democ-
racy in South Africa.

What if anything could sway the balance
in favour of democracy in South Africa?
Ntrnberger does not subscribe to pessimism
or cynicism as to the future of democracy in
South Africa. He founds his “realism” (if not
optimism) on an already existing reservoir of
common assumptions and belisfs on which
collective decisions can be based. According
to Numberger, South Africa has a “dominant
Christian tradition”. The Christian church
with its large membership, the educational
and academic institutions and voluntary
organisations (and one could add the trade
unions) constitute a framework in which
the praxis of democracy can be learnt and
which can be mobilised to enhance the emer-
gence of a democratic spirit in the broad

population.
D Van Veuren lectures in the philosophy
department at the Rand Afrikaans University.

(Thas & an eduted versam of @ reverse winch
m @ ourmal of the Dicvelopment Bank of Southern
Africa, Development Southern Africa. Vol 9, No
2, May 1992.)

Cold War warrior in

a warmer world

By DAVID SCHMIDT

NO MORE MARTYRS NOW by Don
Caldwell. Conrad Business Books 1992,

271 pages

en Caldwell's “No More Martyrs

Now”™ is the latest in a line of local lib-

ertarian literature stretching back to
Louw and Kendall's “The Solution” that sells
well in suburban bookstores from Sandton to
Simonstown and will no doubt parade on
the bestseller lists for some time. Sometimes
witty, often provocative, never dry it is a
clever and entertaining book. Probably the
best of the genre.

Do not expect a book characterised by any
depth of thought. Nor one that seeks to be
balanced and fair. Caldwell goes for the jugu-
lar with copy that is polemical, direct and
unambiguous, that is never above pandering
to the prejudice of his public nor of doing a
hatchet job on the wares of his competitors.

Caldwell, in short, is in the business of
selling. He has, in his ideas, a product in
which he fervently believes. He has a mar-
ket. He has the gift of the hard sell

The arguments are marshalled with great
skill. A masala of unimpeachable logic built
on well disguised, albeit sometimes shaky,
assumplions liberally spiced with the
quotable quote, the selective statistic and the
absurd logical consequences of some statist
policy that appears to prove the rule.

The task is further from many
innovative and disparate angles, The 11
chapters stretch from the know-your-enemy
type on “The ANC's authonitarian roots” or
“Apartheid was socialism” to the-perfect-
answer vanety of the sections entitied “The
Recall (Election): Keeping government
accountable” and “Maximum Democracy”
that puts the case for the referendum as a
solution to the flaws of regular representa-
tive democracy.

But through the twists and turns of the
negative and positive ad bites, the same mes-
sage repeated again and again & identifiable
= the incompatibility of freedom and govern-
ment, the virtues of the market uninhibited,
the power of private property and an abso-
lute antipathy to affirmative action and all
ideas smacking of regulation, government
intervention and the Left. We have thus at
the heart of it the standard themes of the
libertarian right or Caldwell, the true
believer masquerading as the sceptical
modern adman.

All that is bad from apartheid to stal

interventionism to communism to environ,
mental degradation is lumped under the big
bad generic term of socialism, Freedom
choice, democracy and the all the good
words are conflated with capitalism. This
the old bi-polar world revisited. In the soy
of Don Caldwell, the Cold War warrior lives
on.
It is nght to be sceptical of politicians ang
of government. But there is a need also to be
sceptical of the market. It has its limitations
too. Strong democratic government and 2
strong market economy are not incompati-
ble. With a strong civil society, they are
rather the three legs of a iripod which must
all be solid if 1t is to stand. This is one of the
tentative truths our times have laught us.

Governments do have a positive role (o
play in the economic and social life of sod-
ety. The choice is not only between bad gov-
emment and very limited government as the
libertarians claim. There is also the choice of
good government intimately involved in
shaping economic policy and stimulating
desirable industrial activity, creating the cli
mate and legal framework for proper compe-
tion, seeing to the education and training
needs of society and providing the social ser-
vices that a caring democracy requires.

We live in a thankfully less ideological
world now in which there are no easy solu-
tions and where the answers are not to be
found at the extremes of either the all-pow-
erful centralised state or the minimal state of
the radical free marketeers. The successful
societies of our era all accord the state a sig-
nificant role.

Caldwell, in fighting the old ideological
battle, is blind to the nuances of the complex.
It renders much of his argument superficial.

Take affirmative action. Caldwell savages
it as being nothing but a new form of racial
discrimination that tends to entrench the
status of blacks as second class atizens and
demeans the achievements of those black
people who are successful

It is true that the record of affirmative
action programmes is a patchy one and that
some programmes have had the negative
consequences he asserts. But Caldwell is too
glib in his attack and passes over too easily
the vexing issue that gives rise to such pro-
grammes.

Where a systematic discrimination against



an ethnic or other community has taken
#nthlt has significantly disadvantaged
this community in the economic, social and
life, what measures must society
take to redress the injustice? Even in terms
of the ultra free market approach adopted
by Caldwell there is, at least theoretically,
compensation to be paid.

We cannot wish history awav. We cannot
always simply leave it to the market to right
the wrongs of the past in the course of time.
There is a tremendous justifiable anger that
demands justice and recompense.

Any affirmative action programme needs
o avoid or minimise the pitfalls pointed
out. It is possible, with an emphasis on
training and on the creation of additional
opportunities, within a prescribed frame-
work, to retain merit as a fundamental crite-

are many useful and thought-pro-
I voking insights in “No More Martyrs
Now”". The manner in which the con-
cepts of market and private property can be
more environmentally friendly than state
regulation. Methods for making govern-
ment more accountable and democratic
such as the recall election, the devolution of
power and restrictions of the power of offi-
cials to tax without the approval of the citi-
zenry. The importance of a diverse and
vibrant civil society. All of these are argued
in a fresh, compelling manner. There are
many useful arguments for the democrat to
buy into.
In the end however, Don Caldwell like all
ideologues from left to right, defines a uni-
verse in simple terms of black and white,
good and bad, right and wrong. You are
with us or against us. Like the washing
powder advertiser, he does not like grey. He
_In the real world, it is in exploring the
grey areas of trade-off and compromise, of
o easy solutions, of balancing the private
and public, of giving civil society, free mar-
ket and state their proper weight that
democracy and enduring human peace are
o be found. It is the black and white worlds
of the fanatics and ideologues that create

Yet “No More Martyrs Now” makes a
contribution to the debate. It is the voice on
the periphery reminding us of the impor-
Mance of the individual, cautioning us about
[the dangers of the state in stark passionate
Merms.

We need more intelligent polemic of this
from all perspectives that outline the
ternatives in strong and clear colours as

cons to help us navigate our way

Cape Town.

the dull grey mist of the brave new

David Schmidt is Idasa’s regional director in

Letters

Compassion and time l

I am a boerseun gone east (New Zealand)
many years ago and | am writing to you
from Russia which I regularly visit on |
business.

The parallels between the change
required from the Afrikaner and Soviet
people are uncannily similar: the process is
the same as well as the amount of will and
energy - and the ideological shifts -
needed to make it work.

Both societies must be dragged into the
20th century, the scars are and will be
deep, some won't go away or be healed
easily. Only time and compassion for each
other will help the process.

Things in Russia have not changed for
the better. The people, although still smil-
ing and now savouring the precious |
moments of happiness of a summer sea-
son, are expected to shoulder the larger
share of the difficulties this society faces in
its pursuit of a market driven economy

At the moment I am on the banks of the
Amur River, it is quite a lovely sight with
the people out in full force - no one can
summer Winter is not far away and with it |
comes shortages of all descriptions which
must be endured.

The political changes have left a chasm
50 deep one wonders how they will ever
escape the ravages of forthcoming legisla-
ton heralding the start of a market econ-
omy. No one in the highest echelons of
government and industry has come to |
grips with the new Western financial jar-
gon. The most simple of terms is no
understood and with the appointment by
Yeltsin of more technocrats to senior level
in provincial and central government
(straight from the lecture theatre) to run
the economy, the immediate future looks |
bleak. What they need is about 700 000
managers to implant Western economic
principles and managerial techniques to
convert thetr vast economic wealth into
profit yielding revenue to underwrite the
capital required now to modemnise a very
antiquated industrial colossus for the |
tuture benefit of all

Inflation, now running at 150 percent, |
has left its mark. Most basic commodities
have risen in price by about 10 (00 percent
in the last three years.

A sad fact too is the graft and open
fraud. Some believe it to be their right to
the spoils of industry. They moan and
complain but generally they do not care to

help the process of reconstruction. They

believe someone else will fix the problem
in time. Well I suppose that if | was living
here with absolutely no hope of affecting
urmﬂumdngmjrdunge.mﬂnlgh

I now have the vote, | would also go

fishing,

Michael Scholez
Auckland, New Zealand

Geskiedenis wys
pad vorentoe

oos gewoonlik was ook die jongste uit-
gawe van Democracy in Action baie leer-
saam en thought-provoking, en ek wens
graag die redaksie te bedank vir die werk
wat gedoen word om op “n stylvolle en
diepte artikels cor ons land en sv toekoms
onder ‘n breér gehoor se aandag te bring.
Vanuit ‘n historiese cogpunt gesien was
veral prof Wilmot James se artikel “Rattle
dem bones! baie insiggewend, en ek hoop
van harte dat ‘n wye verskeidenheid per-
sone en daarvan kennis
geneem het. Die beter toekoms sal ons bly
ontwyk indien ons ‘n streep deur die ver-
lede probeer trek - so asof die letsels wat
gelaat is deur die ideologiese vergrype van
die verlede deur die swaai van 'n (ander
ideologiese?) “towerstaf” sal verdwyn.
Die sinikus sal s¢ dat wat mense uit die
geskiedenis leer is dat mense nie uit die
geskoedemus leer nie. Ek deel nie nood-
wendig dié sienswyse nie, maar indien dit
ongelukkig waar is dat mense baie keer
inderdaad nie it die foute van die verlede
leer nie, dan is dit dalk omdat hulle nie die
verlede behoorlik bestudeer nie, dalk te
veel deur 'n bevooroordeelde en ideolo-
gies-gekleunde bril na die verlede kyk
Die veelbewoe geskiedenis van hierdie
moet word indien ons - en toekomstige
geslagte — werklik wil begryp waarom ons
land en sy mense op hierdie bepaalde
wyse ontwikkel het. En in dié proses sal by
méer mense hopelik beter begrip
ontwikkel vir ons situasie, en sal ons beter
kan beplan vir ‘n rooskleuriger toekoms.
Meer sal dan dalk ook besef hoevéél
mense in hierdie land inderdaad in
gemeen het, en die kompleksiteit van ons
geskiedenis sal ons daarvan weerhou om
VINEETS fe Wys.
André Wessels
UOVS, Bloemfontein
ibruef perkore)
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MY VIEW

United by need — on a
mini1 Codesa-on-wheels

our bus, from sheer pressure for a toilet stop. This

irresistible plea to our busdriver (a DRC minister),
comes from a young civic member, egged on by a white town-
ship administrator. Our Idasa bus, a mini Codesa-on-wheels,
has quickly developed interdependence skills — we are united
indeed, by need,

Also by region. The fact that we are all Free Staters, is sud-
denly a source of pride. Also by consumption of liquor. In the
play-off between the ANC and the farming fraternity | must
presume that the result was a draw. After 5 500 kilometres of
practise they were very evenly matched.

(44 Peuple are dying here!” Mot in the struggle, but in

slavery but of just compensation for lost property, The same
situation is replayed nearly 200 years later, If there is no fair
market price for land, | see a new Great Trek stirring in the
farmers’ veins. A new frontier has opened, a frost free, mild
climated, sparsely populated land where the playing helds
have not been levelled but annihilated. They'll begin again.

In the rural Third World, women work up to 18 hours per
day, sleep four, eat last and the least, and produce 60 to 70 per-
cent of the food consumed. But where women's work is not
measured in economic lerms, her value as a person is seﬁn:}usi}r
underrated and her demand for equal status negated.

“Battering is love. That is our culture”,

|'journey through the minefield of my
own prejudices and liberal preconcep-
tions with rapidly diminishing certainty,
while the rhythmic refrains of freedom

By Sandra Botha, one of a group of Free Staters
who recently visited neighbouring states
on an ldasa study tour.

“As long as women dislike polygamy
there will be rape.” Quotes from
Zimbabwean MPs in parliament,
Although individuals rise to the top of

songs and our passionate debates on

mass action and intimidation, police brutality and vielence,
Intermingle etfortlessly with the rumblings of the bus, as il
takes us through Zimbabwe and Zambia '

At one point it takes four hours to get through customs,
unbearably bleak and dirty. Yet minutes later, vegetable
patches dot the countryside and a spotless motel with glossy
garden, confounds my simplistic judgement. Throughout our
stay, we are addressed and met by cabinet ministers, newspa-
per editors, guides, erudite and cultivated ambassadors and
businiessmen, ANC officials, ex-President and present
President, people of patent goodwill and common sense. Even
the UN representative courts us - us, the polecats of the world!
But the ANC grieves for lost comrades and lost support and
the lost innocence of the liberation struggle.

“Zambia has buried socialism forever,” says the President
with chilling finality. Yet the blight of corruption survives all
change, pervasive as the drought and cunningly comtortable
in any economic guise and country.

It is the problems of poverty and not of race, which we
encounter. Much is discussed about development strategies:
education for the masses is a first prioritv. Yet the heavy cost of
social services has meant minimal expenditure on infrastruc-
ture. This is the balance we must negotiate.

We drive along pot-holed roads, half-completed buildings
(including a gigantic United National Independence Partv
head office now in the process of being sold to a hotel group)
and past people digging up the rocky foundations of the out-
skirts of Lusaka, crushing rock with hand tools, selling them
per bagful to builders - unlicensed, but unstoppable. The mes-
sage from city officials in Harare is clear: hawkers and squat-
ters are not welcome. Shacks are demolished to improve the
look of the city in foreign visitors' eyes. Littering is noticeably
curbed by on-the-spot fines. This impresses all of us. So does
the famed friendliness of the locals,

The Land Expropriation Bill in Zimbabwe elicits great inter-
est, neatly dividing the haves from the have-nots, I think back
on the ending of slavery in 1830s: At stake was not the issue of

their professions, and Zimbabwe,
Zambia and Botswana have more women in their cabinets
than we here in South Alrica, their potential role in local gov-
ernment and civics (an indigenous invention not present in the
countries we visited) has hardly been recognised. Their
empowerment is probably a critical factor to be considered in
all regional development projects but as vet scarcely touched
upon. At the same time, the IMF economic structural adjust-
ment plans (ESAF) are negotiated with the male power hierar-
chy while the cost is borne by the women. No wonder they
have substituted the acronym in the Mbare market: "The
Extended Suffering of African People.”

hough economies have faltered and rumours of civil
Trights violations are given as the reason for new human
rights movements forming (in Zimbabwe and Zambia) it
is the miracle of reconciliation which impresses us. How
poverty-stricken the white soul here in the south that it cannot
confess and ask forgiveness when forgiveness is so readily at
hand? When a solitary Zimbabwean academic talks with dis-
dain ot non-racialism, it is our comrade, seven years on
Robben Island, who firmly chastises him. We listen with aston-
ishment to an ex-chief justice, whose eloquent devotion to the
defence of a independent judiciary throws a harsh light on our
own unconcern for the rule of law.
We talk endlessly about democratisation and normalisation.
I want maximum personal freedom and minimum govern-
ment, but alongside my burgeoning hope that this is what
everyone wants, looms the fatal attraction of unbridled power.
“Politicians and governments are not in the business of
advancing libertv." “Democratic society does not eliminate
conflict.” “Better lo write a constitution for villains that for
heroes.” Says the Barotse princess, now cabinet minister: “[
have seen the whole of Africa come tumbling down.” 1s there a
way in which we can ensure that the jubilant triumph of our
own liberation 1s converted into pragmatic government? 1
hope 0,

Sandra Botha is an executive member of the National Women's
Alliance and serves on the gender advisory committee of Codesa.




