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M EM RETURNS!
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On the 5th November at the age of 77 Govan MEekI walked free after 23
years on Robben Island and said : "The Ideas for which I went to jail and
for which the ANC stands I still embrace" .

The UDF •i s elated at the release of Its patron and one of the
giants of our struggle Comrade Mbeki . For the oppressed and
exploited people of this country this is a most significant
occasion .

Our joy however is tampered by the fact that Comrade Mbekl Is

still not a free person, he remains listed which means that
he still cannot be q uoted .i n the press . Furthermore South Africa

Africa is in the grip of its harshest State of Emeregency with

almost the entire leadership of the UDF in prison or trying to

evade arrest .
This was the climate in 1963 when the Rivonia trialists were
arrested, a climate in which Comrade Mbeki once again returns .

UNSHACKLE MI3EKI !

The banning of the Mbeki rallies has yet again exposed the
hollow and cynical nature of the regimes so called "concessions"
In releasing him .
The government is afraid off' one man and what he has to say .
Govan Mbeki is a leader of the people . In silencing him the
government is silencing the people . however, like Mbeki the people
are not go i f1g to retire, curl up and die or go away .
.~y cutting off Mbekl from legal outlets of expression the regime
is trying to force him to break its laws .

The people have had enough of grand public gestures that are still
borne because of the regimes attempts to stifle the real leaders
of the people .
THE UDF DEMANDS THAT TILE REGIME UNSHACKLE GOVAN MDEKI AND STOP

OBSTRUCTING II IM FROM SPEAKING To TILE PEOPLE .



MBEKI-A LIVING BEACON _ OF OUR STRUGGLE

The life
story of a
people's
leader

GOVAN ARCHIBALD Mbeki
was born in the Transkei in
1910. His father was a chief
but was deposed by the South
African government .

Comrade Govan was educated in a
mission school and won a scholarship
to the Fort hare university to study
for an arts degree. He also gained a
diploma in education and left Fort
I tare at the end of 1936 . During (his
time he was the leader of militant
student opinion that existed then . It
was an African minister, a member of
the infant ANC who arosed Govan's
interest in politics .

As a young man he also attended
meetings of the ICU . In the early 30's
Comrade Govan began to explore (tic
Marxist view of communism and was
influenced by Edward Roux, a SACP
member .
SACKEI) (OR UNION "'ORK
By 1935 the time of the Ilerzog

Bills Govan was deeply involved in the
ANC. At this time Comrade Mbeki
was sacked from his job for trying to
organise a union. lie then took to
teaching first at a secondary school
then at a teachers training college in
the Transkei .

In 1938 he edited the terrorial
magazine later known as Inkundla Ya
Bantu .

In 1939 he published essays
entitled "The Transkei in the making"
In 1941 he became the secretary of the
Africa's Voters Association whose
object was to restore voters to the
common roll. The same year he was
co- author of a new policy document
drawn up for the ANC "The African
Claims" .

From 1944 to 1946 Comrade
Mbeki was the first representative of
the student body at Fort hare .

In the 195()"s Govan Mbeki went
k t ~~ teaching in a coal mining area

tl rn Natal .

Comrade Govan Mbeki - a living beacon of our struggle

of{e was sacked soon after for
organising coal miners . I Ie then went
on to devote himself to full time
political journalism .

lie was manager of the Eastern
province office of New Age and
Spark .

By now Govan was an ANC
kingpin in the Eastern Cape . lie was
an organiser, propogandist ,polic
maker, expert on rural questions as
his hook the Peasants Revolt prove .

He participated in the planning of
the people's Congress in 1955,
becoming leader of the ANC in the
Eastern Cape . He was elected
National Chairman of the ANC in
1956.

In 1961 he joined the SACP and
was arrested and charged under the
explosives Act . . I-he was subsequently
aquitted. In 1962 with the ANC
already banned Govan Mbeki went
underground in Johannesburg .

In 196.3 he joined Umkonto We

Sizwe and became secretary of its first
high command .

ARRESTED AT RIVONIA

In July 1963 he was arrested during
a police swoop in Rivonia and stood
trial with Comrades Mandela, Sisulu
and 6 others in the Rivonia Trial-
charged with conspiracy to overthrow
the government by violence .

lie was sent to Robben Island
serving a life sentence for sabotage . In
1970 while in prison Mbeki completed
his BA honours and in 1977 was
awarded an honorary doctrate in
Social science by the university of
Amsterdam for his work on the
Peasants Revolt .

On his release Govan Mbeki was
met by a strong 500 militant but
disciplined crowd at the
Johannesburg airport .



On behalf of the United
Democratic Front , I
wish to Welcome Comrade
Mbeki into the fiohtino
ranks .
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Ma AlKDextina SisuUu, a president 0f
the UDF and wife of Jailed ANC
leader Walter Sisulu, was to speak
at a rally alongside Comrade Mbekl
In Port Elizabeth . At the last minute
the regime banned the rally. Here
we publish extracts from the speech
she was to deliver
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WHY WAS CDE MBEKI RELEASED?
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Govan Mbeki addressed news conference in Johannesburg soon after his release .
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exception :

	

the
(Jenu)cratic movements
view on any proposed
negotiation is guided
bv the extent to 'hich
Lhev • can help usher in
a non racial democratic
GouLh Africa .

	

[he view
of the renime on the
other hand revcilves
around the e tent to
which neqotiation ` can
ac. L :. as a mechanism to
protect

	

the economic
and political power of
the white minority .
These two fundamentally
different
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therefore

	

will
obviously oive rise to
two

	

conflictinq
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constitutes meaninoful
neqotiations, who are
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approach
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the
democratic movement to
the

	

question

	

of
negotiations
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the
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situation can be summed
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in eleven
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refuses to
ANC is
tantamount
that he
interested
negotiations .
We need look no further
than the regime's
torpedoing of the
Eminent Persons Group
mission, their invasion
of Angola, and their
failure to act against
the warlords of Natal .
This is enough to show
that the regime is not
yet

	

committed to

	

a
peaceful resolution of
the conflict .
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prospects
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to
movement .

	

to see if convincing

	

people to
they can seperate the abandon the struqole~
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Council °

	

Indaba'i

	

and
so on, are totallw
unacceptable to oor
people and will create
as much opposition ~~
the tricameral
parliament and black
local authorities did .
These are not 'fcx'um1U
for

	

negot!a~~~r~

	

~~
the regime claims, but
forums for revising
apartheid rule, without
any power or democratic
basis from which to
negotiate .

THE AGGRESOR AND SINGLE
GREATEST SOURCE OF
VIOLENCE IN THE REGION
IS THE SOUTH AFRICAN
GOVERNMENT . THE BALL IS
IN THEIR COURT TO PROVE
THAT THEY ARE SERIOUS
ABOUT 'ENDING THEIR
VIOLENCE AND COMMITTING
THEMSELVES
NEGOTIATIONS .

When th+ oovernment
demanded at the
beginnino of 1985 that
Nelson Mandela renounce
armed

	

~trugqle

	

in
return for his release,
he pointed out that " I
Em not a violent
man . . .It was on lv when
all other form~ of
resistance

	

were

	

no
lonqer open to us
we turned

BOTHA HAS THE POWER TO END
. THE VIOLENCE

to

TO

that
armed

struggle . Let Lotha
show that he is
different to Malan .
St iidom, and Verwoed .
Let

	

him

	

r«wnr ./n u ~
violence ." ' Since
Mandela made this
statement three
emergencies have been
declared: hundreds of
our people have been
shot

	

down,

	

thousand

Townships all over the country are burning, 35 000 mourners at a funeral.
detained &nci tortured
neighbouring state~
invaded and our leaders
assasinated . Troops
terrorise our people in
the

	

townships ~nd
villiages,

	

and
apartheid

	

vigilantes
run rampant .

.
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It is cynicism in th~
extreme for the
p=rpetuators of all
this violence to demand
that

	

it

	

:s n

	

the HN~
which must renounce
violence before t .here
can be neootiations .
Both has the power to
end Lhis violence-
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NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT .
We
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all
opposed to neootiation ~
which are genuinely
aimed at dismantlinq
apartheid and usherino
in a united non racial
and

	

deocratic

	

South
Africa.It must be
remembered that it is
the oppressed people of
South Africa . ~nd
particularly qur
fighting forces, .ho
are most sufferino LhF:
ravages of apartheid
vIolence in thi~
co"ntry . We have a d~~p
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in sec"rino
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PROSPECTS FOR NGOTZTZON

MEANINGFUL NEGOTIATIONS
lHERE WILL HAVE TO BE
AN

	

ESCALATION

	

OF
PRESSURE
NATIONALLY

	

AND
INI ERNATIONALLY .

I he strugole has to be
escalated so that the
regime has no
alternative but: to

tocommit

	

itself
meaninoful
negotiations .

	

An
important part of
pressure will be the
realit4tion by ~rcm~lno
numberi ;i c:f wh1 t. ~~ t:hit
the regime i~
committing them to a
costlv conflict which
they

	

canno'

	

w n .
E«entually the reoime

be so isolatec .
nationally and
internationally, 	that

m"st

.

BOTH

^

which

-
to it-a protracted and
bloody war .

BEFORE THE REGIME CAN
PERSUADE US THAT IT IG

SERIOUS (;BOUT
NEGOTlATIONS . I T W1[L '
HAVE TO TAKE A NUMBER
OF BASII STEPS WHICH
WILL CREATE THE
POLITICAL CLIMATE FOR
NEGOTIATIONS .

We need far more than
soundinq

of intent .
neootiations
would require

material
__~giiJ~1_the

	

fetters

hioh
declarations
To make
possible,
concrete
, hanoes
remove
preventinq the
democratic movement
from pal' ticipat. inq
freely and equally in

put io jai]7
How can we bewoin 1 : ~
L~lk of neooCiat1cv`~
(!h ?I we cannot f reel v
ho~d meetings, or move
abouL in our task of

E NEL

	

MANDLA/
RELEASE ALL POLITICAL
PRISONERS! This call is coming from
all over the world . All over South Africa
people aresaying this . lnfact, they ar~
demanding this and are fighting for this

organ,sznp
democratic
runninq

be oiven
seek

	

a
democrc tir
m'Ihn"t
deLenf ion '
f :. (:I

	

d eatf -, .
!̂ 1` .

	

o,der L o

waqe v~

peop/e `n a
V., ay

the
without

rtsk

	

cf
being incarcerated, or
when

	

mi!itary

	

and
p01 1. ce hold swav?
U`e UDF cannot attach
iis signiture to any
intention to neootiat:e
as lonq as the ANC and
other

	

organi~ation~
remain banned . We must

the

. ".

right to
broad,

mandate
/ear

	

o+
bannino or

.

.

.

create a

.
peaceful resolution of f it will have no ootion n egotiations . a s Murphv
the

	

conflict .

	

as but to accede Lo the r/","oe put it shortly
possible .

	

The problem enourmous pressure to before he was detained
is

	

how to get

	

the commit

	

itself to

	

a :"How can we talk of
reqime to commit itself genuine

	

procer s

	

of negotiations when those
Lo this solution . negotiations . It must ppople we say are o`"

be made impossible for leaders who should be
IN ORDER TO PERSUADE it to per~ue the only leading

	

us

	

to

	

the
TI UE REGIME TO AGREE TO other option available conference table

	

~re



. . .

.

'

.
.

v~ne /o

' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
m ~

~U~~~~~NU~m~~~~0~ ~0~'~~~

	

~~~ ~m~ ~~ m~~~ ~~ m~ ~~ ~m~'~~ ;~
~~~~~'~

	

~
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~0~

~~ ~~ ~~~~~ ~~~ ~~ ~~ ~~

m m'

	

~ ~0 ~ 0~N N

	

'
1

.

'

(:iirnt.e in which
negotiationm are
politically viable, the
following minimum
measures would have to
be implement~do
1 . The release of all
pol itical nri soners (
convicted and
awaiting

	

trial)

	

andr
detainees,

	

and

	

the
unconditional return
of

	

all

	

exiles .
Obviously our leaders
cannot take part

	

in
the negotietion process
from

	

behind

	

prison
bars

	

oroutside

	

the
countr° .
2 . The unbannino of the
ANC and all banned
orqanisationso
the outlawed liberation
movement would have to
be free to fullv
consult with the people
and thF? entire
d~mocra(: : ( 0mvw»/~rt ~n
or d~r to obtain a
mmndate to enter into
negotiations .
3 . The police and SADF
wou}d have to be
withdrawn from the
townships and vi lliaoes
and confined to their
barracks . This is
necessary to create a
climate of free and
open discmssionS so
Uhat apartheid forces
zre unable to
intimidate and harrass
people to prevent them
from meet I nq about anv
proposed neoot1ations .
Apkrtheid vi oilantes
End death squads wou~d
he,e to be dismantled .
4 . F : or /he same rea'cn` ..

'

,

^

all

	

laws restrictino
free

	

assembly,pre~s
freedom,

	

and

	

free
speech would have to be
repealp,d .All
repressive laws such as
detention laws

	

would
a]so

	

have

	

to

	

he
repealed, as would all
laws

	

restricting
freedom of movement .
5 .

	

Bentustan
authoriti~s

	

includino
the

	

so-called
independent'

bantustans would also
have to be stripped of
their

	

powers
equivaIent to those
listed above, so that
people in those areas
would have the same
freedom to oroanise as
in other areas . `
6 .

	

The

	

StaLe

	

of
Emerqency will have to
be

	

1 ifted throuohout
the

	

country .

°

~~"~===

ANY WE8OTIATIONS THAT
WILL TAKE PLACE WILL
HAVE TO BE BETWEEN THE
TWO PROTAGONISiG- THAY
IS THE TWO MAIN
FART .tES .

It is widely recoqnised
that the two main
protaoonists in South
Africa are the
qoverhment knd its
al lies on Lhe one hand

and

	

..he

	

('t( .

	

arid

	

I is
al 1 ies on the other .
Any attempt by the
reo~me to impose 'ro"nd
trble

discussions'consistinn
of parties it chn=es +o
neootiate wiL!` wi!l ue
reiec~ed as a
transparent attemot to
dicLat: e the oudcome n[
neqotl ations . lhe
democrati c forces. wi]l
reject any attemp+s to
introdoce a I rep-fnr-
all where forces ei+her
peripheral to U`m
conflict

	

(frinoe
force~) or forces whirh
more correctly bPlono
t o 1: he ot0 her side n{
the table (ant i-
demo( :raL ic forces) are
l"mped Looe+her wi/h
those

	

leaders

	

and
oroanisati

	

ioms

	

whjrh
have

	

the

	

standinn ,
authoriL::y and mnnda+e
to spcak on behalF oF
Lhe people . Cove'rspl',
the orqanir sat. ion = whir(`
spearheaded the
liber~tion struoo|e
will determine who
Lhpir allies are . Anv
attempts to ex cl"de
leaders ~nd
oroanisat.ions on the
basis t:tiL they are
unacceptab .1 e to t:ho
recime, would also bra
re • ect ed .

`
»

.

`

.

.

.

.
`

.

`/
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THERE CAN BE NO
NEGO[IATIONS ABOVE I• HE
HEADS OF THE PEOPLE

Any neootiations that
j;: J

	

would have
to

	

be open and
cond"ct:.ed on the basis
CI f thorouoh
consultations
mandates, a"d
accountability .

THE

	

PROCESS

	

OF
NEGOTIATION SHOULD BE
FULLY DETERMINED BY THE
PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA .
No outside powers
should prescribe the
form of neqotiations .
what. issues to be
npom~iated about and
the nature of the
soluLions which are
desired .

	

The

assisstance of the
international powers or
aoencies in
facilitating the
neootiation process
should not be imposed
but shou]d be aoreed to
by the people of South
Afr

ANY MEGOTIA[IONS WOtiLD
HAVE [O BE AIMED A[
lO[ALLY DlSMAN<LING
APAR[HElD AND CREATING
A UNl[ED, NON R/&,IAL
AND UEMOCRoTIC SOU[H
*FR[CA

The Freedom Chr4ter
would provide t:he basjs
fo,' the creation of e
new South Africa sinc"
its accepted bv the
overwhelimino ma iorttv
of SouLh Africans-black
and white . Aparth~~d
itself is a nrn
necotiable
aLtemots

°

fr ~nmeni thp

issue . Anv
furt' .p

rc^,nt' .

as ' minority r,qhts'

attempts to entrench
4sf.) jrtheid throuoh
racist provisions, such

.
minoriLy vetoes
pt. :: wcx .t ld _ be
u nacceptable . l t wowld
be pointed out that the

of ~]]
insnfar
promo Le
NeooLiaIT:

	

ions
exclude the

orotect

~

.

provisions
Freedom Chart er
encourane and protects
the culLural herit~qe

~~

of

	

the

South *fricans .
as these do noL

racism .
would not
possibilitv
democratic

constiLution including
a bill of rights to

ind1viduals ./his
flow

	

from
consistent

all
wou1d

and

	

be
with

democratic demands
ther Freedom charter .
Howeverr any attempt to
cm. .ttLutionally
entrench the tit: noooi

o+

.
o+

	

political

	

anu.
ec"nnmtc power bv a
mtnoritv wo,~ld he
Lc:t~llv u,'~cre,!`\s

is

	

ab=n1 ./t e .L v
fundemantal

	

Lo

	

the
democratic
p"sition
necoLiation .
A

	

minoritv exercises
",r

	

over,_ .-
resnurces
counLrv,
apparaLuses

	

of

we

e"tire
. '

of

a~tempt Lo neqoti

paoe

mo°ements
on

Lh»v
t: I e
the
t!'~

state . the economv . Anv
ate m .

arranoemen :1 which
lpaves this p"wer
basica]ly intact,wou]d
be a hptrayal of wh~t
I he (he masses have
+o, .r :;hL fnr . !his ie "hv

hat
neont,ations m"st be
about !he trensFer nf
powpr o"/ of the fi ands
I •~+ that mxnor,tv +~ U`e

South nfr`,mn
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LOCAL organisations are making efforts to get ANC leader
Govan Mbeki to address a mass rally in Cape Town .

A committee consisting of various organisations has already
been set up to prepare for his visit to Cape Town .

The committee consists of organisations like the United Democra-
tic Front, the National Education Crisis Committee,ihe Congress of
South African Trade Unions, the Cape Youth Congress, the United
Womens Congress and several other groups .

According to sources, the 77-year-
old Mheki is eager to visit Caoe
T cwn. It is believed that he will be ~n
Cane Town the first weekend of
Decernher .

Excitement H hu~Iding tap in most
parts of Cape T~)Nn as local organi-
sations, area comet trees and sup-
: 'rt groups boa!n preoaring `gar his
a,rr~vai .

already ` ousands , 'f pamOfl1ets .

nesters and :iCi Crs nave h?eri : tit -, y
'ibute1 'hrouc"'out'he cey
in 'he rural ::r s .

,:2 .as .,rc~.: s

	

;)ake 'o rcmc,e'''

"own
s

Cape Town townships about the
release of Mbeki who had spent 23
years in prison . A woman from KTC
squatter camp who did not want to
be named said that it was the strug-
gle of the people that released Mbeki
'The Goverr;mont did not release
him on humanitarian grounds', she
said .

She cai!ed for the release of Nel-
son Mandela d all other political
;;rsoners .

A res ;c :ent .)f New (rossroads said
Mb r,i nas been nipr~soned for his
T)e.ef ;fl trees ccn ` ~r all people .

Santa arrives early in PE
TIlE day Govan Mbeki entered the
townships of Port Elizabeth, all traf- By EDYTN RUI.P !U( an !
frc laws were liberated .

	

M13i tELO LINDA
People hung out tlic sides of fast

moving taxis, children and old worn- Fruitsellers abandoned their wares
en danced on the sidewalks and to follow the cars and shack dwellers
crowds of people royi-royied after left their homes to line the streets anr!
the cream-coloured car which carried call their greetings . An excited wom-
Mbeki through the streets .

	

an dumped into the air, lost her bal-
Govan Archibald Mvunyelina Mbe- ance and fell on the sidewalk . She

ki, the former chairman of the African laughed and, undeterred, chased after
National Congress, this week entered the cars . Traffic jams ensued as
Port Elizabeth's New Brighton town- young people crowded streets and
ship for the first time in 23 years .

	

surrounded the car.
His arrival was described by one A man was knocked down by a car.

enthusiastic onlooker as an early visit But he picked himself up and limped
from Father Christmas: "lie came off, waving his clenched fist, his in-
from the cold and brought so much juries forgotten .
warmth. His presence has brightened A passing Casspir went on its way,
the lives of so many suffering people . ignoring the procession . Fishermen
They have hope again . l t is like an and boaters on the Swartkops River
early Christmas present ."

	

raised their fists when they heard the
Mbeki's car moved off and taxis, name Mbeki .

scooters and private vehicles joined

	

When the car stopped, residents
the motorcade. Television crews crowded around it and sang "F3ahr'
perched on the bonnets of cars, film- uMbe~i Yinkokeli" (Our fath
ing the procession and photographers Mbeki, is our leader) .
hung out of the windows .

	

An old scooter weaved precariously
The stream of cars grew into a river in and out of the cars when the driver

as oncoming traffic, pushed to the stood up, clenched his fist and shont-
side of the road, turned around and ed slogans. Three youths tobogganed
joined in the procession . The noise of on the top of a taxi roofrack and peo-
hooting cars could not drown the pie spilled in and out of the cars
singing and shouts from the streets : which rode bumper to bumper .
"Mbeki is back, after 23 years on

	

"If this is the reception for Mheki,
R(~hbC Island, % lV(l Ni1)eki, he is can you imagine what it will be, like
'tonic ."

	

on the day of liberation," said a wom-
Mhcki sat with clenched fist, smil- an dressed in the colours of the ANC .
~g at the jubilant reception .

	

- pen

M

Mbcki

leaves

Jo'burg for

home town

ray Jo-Anne Collinge

Released African National Con-
gress leader Mr Govan Mheki
left .Johannesburg yesterday
morning for his home city of
Port Elizabeth where he was set
to enter the township of New
Brighton for the first time in 23
years.

Mr Mheki's exit from Johan-
nesburg was quiett in compari-
son to his arrival two days ear-
lier, when about 500 supporters
and scores of journalists turned
out at Jan Smuts Airport .

A group of 60 politicians and
trade unionists accompanied
him to the airport yesterday, ac-
cording to United DemoC atic
Front president Mrs Alhettina
Sisulu . at whose home he spent
the weekend .

Mr Mheki (77) gave a 45-mi-
nute press conference on Satur-
day. At the conference his in-
tended role in South African pol-
itics was indicated .

It was announced that he was
prepared to intervene to end
violence between groups with
opposing political views, wher-
evor itt might occur, including
Maritzburg .

Mr Mheki is' restricted from
being quoted unless ministerial
permission is granted . No such
perrttission was given for the
Johannesburg press conference .

At his first press conference
in Port Elizabeth, where he
could be freely quoted. Mr
Mheki made itt clear he was still
a communist and a member of
the ANC .

The Minister of Justice has
warned the media that Mr
Mbeki may not he quoted .

Ilnmediately after Saturday's
press conference a crowd of
;;iron! 200, who had been singing
in the lohhy outside the tin 11,
crowdp(l in to greet Mr Mbeki .
There were tense mono its out-
side Khotsu llo)se a short while
later when the crowd left the
building still singing loudly .

They carne face to face with a
coot ingest of riot and security
police, but dispersed without in-
cident .

Mr Mheki then attenrt •' a pri-vate lunch to Vhirh peg, !P whoh,:,d known hint hefor c~ his trial:art i lif~' itopriSonmef~t were in-vi te(l . ( )n t ; .alllldn

	

evening, hewas feted at a larger function atSt Barn 'as Sr lmol in Bosmont . .
•

	

See Pages 3 and 4 .



YOUTHS d iftced the emotional toyi-
tOyl, ng fteedom songs, chanted slogans
and gave the clenwhed fist salute when
African National Congress leader Mr
Govan Mbeki, 77, returned to a hero's
welcome in Port Fliz~iheth's black
townships On Sunday after a 2 .S year
sfience .

.

It was tike a
pilgrimage to the
townships he first
came to during 1955 as
local editor of New
Age.

Mr Mbeki, who was
released on Thursday last
week after serving 23
years of a life sentence for
sabotage, appeared
touched by the tumul-
tuous welcome .

With him was his 71-

UcoreDF condemns police action
or prohibit the reception
meetings, press confer-
ences and other ceremon-
ies being arranged for Mr
Mheki .
"We demand that an

independent commission
of inquiry he instituted at
which journalists and
other observers can tes-
tify to the exemplary he-
haviour of the peolrle in
contrast to the t)rlltahty
the polire unleashc(l " the
spokesman swirl

I'he 11I )F has condemned
thc' "unprovoked police
attack" un 111}F activists
and wmpathisers who as-
semhled at Jan Smuts
Airport on Saturday night
to welcome released
ANC leader Mr Govan
Mheki, a spokesman for
the national executive of
the Ui)F said .

The tIDF alleged that
several people were
seriously injured, specta-
clc's broken and clothing

SAPA
year-old uxife, Mrs
Epainette Mbeki, his
attorney, Mrs Priscilla
Jana and members of the
Inter - f)enomina(ional
African Ministers Asso-
ciation of South Africa .

on his arrival at the H
F Verwoerd Airport in
Port Fliraheth he was
met by a group of people .
Among them was the
former president of the
Port Elizabeth Alack
''ivic Organisation, 1)r J
Moodliar, and COltln-
gent of local and foreign
television and media
representatives .

Visit
nn learning about Mr

Mheki's planned visit to
the townships, people,
young and old, including
former Robbers Island
prisoners and members
of community-based
organisations, started

To Page2*

and persclnal possessions
lost in the mcl(e that fol-
lowed the attack .

Senior tll)F and Cosatu
officials, who were pres-
ent, maintained crowd
discipline and urged the
400-odd crowd not to sing
or lend themselves to po-
lice provocation, the
spokesman said .

"The Ul)F is convinced
that the police delibera-
tely created a situation
which can he used to ban

i

Return of hero
(From Page 1
gathering outside the
Qege service station in
Ferguson Road where
they waited for him for
more than an hour .

After having lunch in
town, Mr Mbeki's car,
driven by the Rev
Mcehisi Xundu, arrived
at a service station at
about 2 :45 pm where he
alighted to greet the blind
former treason fatalist,
Mr Phakama Simon
Mkalipi, who is also a
patron of the Eastern
Cape regional branch of
the United Democratic
Front .
Before the motorcade

left the service station on
its tour of the townships,
the crowd sang a freedom
song, giving the clenched
fist salute and dancing
the toyi-toyi .
The procession which

started with about 20
cars swelled to more than
100 as others joined on
the way .

The motorcade travel-
led through New
Brighton, Kwazakhele,
Zwide, Soweto, Veeplaas
and Motherwell and
there were frenzied
scenes as people,
attracted by the singing
and hooting of the
vehicles, rushed out of
their homes to line the
streets to wave at Mr
Mbeki .
Some joined in the

singing, chanting o
slogans "viva Mheki",
"Govan is ours," "Viva
ANC" and "Mayibuye",
and the toyi-toyi
dancing .

The motorcade stop-
ped at St Peter's
Anglican Church,
Spondo Road, in Zwide,
where Mr Mheki briefly
addressed a crowd,
among whom were
another former Pehco
president, Mr Zolile
Skosana, who shook
hands with Mr Mheki .

From his speech
which may not be
reported because he is
"listed " - it was clear
that Mr Mheki was both
moved and happy to be
back in the townships .
Some of the women wore
Yhr' - '' traditional attire .

Y

Welcome

from UDC'
THE United Democrats
Front welcomed Govan
[beki home and hopes

"be will still be with us m
our struggle in the do-
Mien of apartheid,

j UDF president Mrs Al-
bertina Sisulu said bast
night .
Asked whether she

I thought it likely that
other F ,litical prisoners
would soon be released,
Mrs Sisulu said that since
1985 there had been ru-
mours that Nelson Man-
dela would be released,
but he is still imprisoned .
-Saps .



The aiimn
man who
rose from
bed to greet
his friend

By MONO BADELA
WHEN 74-year-old ailing Simon
Phakama Mkalipi heard Govan Mbeki
had been released, and that he was
going through New Brighton, he got
up and walked .
Blind for more than 28 years, he

found it difficult at first . F ut the
thought of being reunited with fellow
treason trialist Mbeki, "gave him
strength - it drove him on", said

'pi's wife, Maria Mkalipi .
alipi may not be quoted - like

Mbeki, he is a listed communist.
He met the man he regards as his

leader on Sunday when Mbeki re-
turned triumphantly to Port Elizab-
eth's townships after a short trip to
Johannesburg .
It was, as Maria Mkalipi says, "a

joyous reunion of comrades in arms .
"You see my husband has what is

known as an inner vision . He said he
could see Mbeki very clearly," said
Maria Mkalipi .
"He now realises that freedom is

just around the corner. He is now
very hopeful that his other leader,
Nelson Mandela, will soon be
home ."
Mkalipi's mcct}ng with Mbeki was

brief but, acc : ig to his wife, a
much longer at ; x intment has been
fixed for the two :\tiC stalwarts .
But Mkalip : hac not lost his power
enchant and inspire people with his
si on of an undivided South Africa,

free of racism and exploitation .
He was unbanned in 1968, after be-

ing confined to KwaZakhele for five
years. Today he is a patron of the
Port Elizabeth region of the United
Democratic Front
Mkalipi was born in 1913 in Gra-

hamstown and came to Port Elizabeth
in 1939 where he worked for a cigar-

ette company. He joined the ANC in
1943 .
He was active in the Defiance Cam-

paign of 1952 and led several march-
es in Port Elizabeth in protests
against Pass Laws, the Group Areas
Act and increased rents and bus
fares .
Mkalipi was in Kliptown when the

Congress of the People adopted the
Freedom Charter in 1956 .
That year he defied an order not to

attend a prayer meeting in Graham-
stown and was sentenced to eight
months imprisonment .
One December afternoon, while

serving his sentence, the security po-
lice arrived with a warrant for his ar-
rest He was taken to Port Elizabeth
where he was told he was charged
with of high treason .

In the Northend Prison he joined
many former ANC leaders like Pro-
fessor ZK Mathews, Cannon James
Calata, Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba,
Vuyisile Mini, Caleb 'slayekiso, Flor-
ence Mavekiso and Frances I3aard .
lie vas flown to Johannesburg an-1

locked in the Fort Ftcrl' day, during
the preliminary period of the mara-
thon treason trial, he would be hand-
cuffed and escorted to the Drill Hall
to join his colleagues . The state lost
the case in 1961 and all 156 accused
were acquitted.
It was in 1958 during the trial that

Mkalipi became blind. Maria Mkalipi
claimed her husband was pushed and
fell on his forehead while serving his
sentence in Grahamstown .
	 Canzibe Ngxiki, another ex-

Robben Island prisoner, was the first

In a moving moment Simon Mkalipi (right) is reunited with former collea ue Govan Mbeki
Picture: WALTER DHLADHLA, AFi'

former colleague to meet Mbeki on
Friday morning . When charged with
furthering the aims of the ANC,
Ngxiki called on Mbcki and life pris-
oner Raymond Mhlaba to give evi-
dence in his defence in the Cradock
Regional Court.
\gt :i:i forked his ua~ through the

cr~~«dcd hr~tcl l(~bb) and entered
'~1beki's suite . After seeing him he
said he was convinced that Mbeki
still had a major role to play in the
anti-apartheid struggle .
Also making a pilgrimage to meet

an old friend was Mayford Mfazwe,
59, a veteran ANC campaigner who
has spent about 20 years in banish-
ment after serving a five-year sen-
tence on Robben Island .
"People are very excited about

Mbeki's release," Mfazwe said .



How a schoolboy's

rage turned Mbeki

towards Marxism

IYccnL.i mhSL, PWVWIINV( IJ 1V la, IwI

WHEN Govan Mbeki spoke about
how he came to embrace Marxist po-
litical thought, two themes emerged .
One was the memory of pol ice bru-

tality on the streets of Johannesburg,
which had etched itself into his mem-
ory when he was still a high school
student .
The other was what he perceived to

be the failure of the church to inter-
vene in the wake of attempts to re-
move the franchise from Africans .
Mbeki was born on July 8, 1910 at

Mpukane location in the Ngamakwe
district of Transkei. I-Ie was the
youngest of five children . His father
was a chief, Sikelewu Mbeki, and his
mother, Johanna Mabola, was the
daughter of a Methodist missionary .
Fle told me how, at the age of eight,

he saw his family - along with
many other black people in the Trans-, kei - being "robbed of their land" .
His father's forebears had moved to

Ngamakwe when the Zulu king
Shaka was still attempting to consoli-
date his rule in Natal in the face of
widespread resistance .
Ngamakwe was one of seven dis-

tricts in which areas were fixed for"white occupation". According to
Mbeki, this meant there would be no
further allocation of land for local
black residents .
He first came into contact with the

African National Congress at the age
of 14, while in Std 4 . A parish priest,
Rev Mhlongo of the Independent
Methodist Church, held fund-raising
concerts for the ANC which were at-
tended by local children . During the
concerts, Mhlongo explained the
aims and objects of the Congress .
As a high school pupil at Heald-

town, Mbeki recalled, he was also

Govan Mbeki, quiet man of
the Rivonia trialists, has
given no Interviews since

his release. But he did give
one interview earlier this
year, to Journalist THAMI
MKHWANAZI - then a
fellow Robben island
prisoner - in which he

described his conversion to
communism

touched by the poverty he saw
among whites in the Transkei . There
had been a breakdown in subsistence
farming among Afrikaners, who had
been hit by natural disasters, and
many had resorted to roaming the
country for work .
The Mbeki family - with their

cattle, sheep, goats, poultry and
horses -- was relatively well-off by
the standards of black South Africa ."Many whites came to our house ask-
ing for food and shelter," he told me .
They stayed overnight .
These events -- unusual in South

Africa -- took place against the back-
ground of the National Party's ag-
gressive "wart gevaar" propaganda
campaign, a tactic used to remove the
franchise from Africans .
Mbeki became increasingly tlisillu-

sioned with Christianity . "There
seemed to be no answer," he said . "I
thought the church would stop
(Prime Minister JB) Hertzog . But it
seemed to do nothing . This under-
mined my confidence in the church .
My mind was in turmoil ."
Mbeki's first experience of trade

unionism came in the late 1920s,
when he acted as an interpreter -

I

on communism .

1

from English to Xhosa - for his
cousin Robert Mbeki, a prominent
figure in the Industrial and Commer-
cial Workers Union .
Mbeki had got his own political ca-

reer off the ground when he formed,
with other students, the Transkei Stu-
dents' Association : "With all the no-
ble ideas of youth, the move was to
improve the conditions of the op-
pressed and exploited people."
In 1929, in the year-end vacation,

Z.izi -- his clan name -- travelled to
Johannesburg to visit his sister, who
ran a shebeen near Doomfontein to
augment the family income . It was on
Johannesburg's streets that he had
his first direcrexperience of brutality
perpetrated against blacks in the ur-
ban areas . lie recalled "regular police
harassment for pass offences and il-
licit liquor ." The raids, .which were
almost daily occurrences, were ac-
companied by beatings, he said ."I was helplessly angry at what I
noticed, but had no answer for the
state of affairs," he said .
Art answer emerged for Mheki in

1933, when as a matric student in the
high school section of Tort hare (tni-
versity he came into contact with left-
wing political activist Dr Eddie Roux,
a botanist .
Mheki remembered Roux pitching a

tent on the slopes of Sandile's Kop
near the university . The young stu-
dent was invited to the tent by a sen-

I

for colleague, Ernest Mancoha, where

they heard the botanist give lectures



V

Roux was a member of the Corn-
; monist Party of South Africa, and
had been a leading light in the Young
Communist League . Isis "tent lec-
tures" -- which went on for two
weeks -- had a tremendous effect on
Mbeki, providing an explanation for
the plight of the "oppressed and ex-
ploited masses".
Then, in 1934, an "Afro-American"

teacher named Max Yergan came to
South Africa to establish a Christian
Union at Fort I-Tare . After building a
hall, he travelled back to the United
States and also spent some time in the
Soviet Union. When he returned to
Fort Hare, said Mbeki, "he was no
longer the Max Yergan we had
known - concerned only with
church work" .
Yergan, who remained at Fort Hare

for another year, was invited to deliv-
er lectures on communism and fas-
cism to the political science class . At
the time, Mbeki was reading the sub-
ject as one of his majors for a Bache-
lor of Arts degree .
Mbeki became friendly with Yergan

who, he said, invited him to his home
and "fed him" with literature. One of
the first books his friend gave him
was Lenin's Stare and Revolution .
The friendship with Roux was also
maintained, and in 1946 Mbeki con-
tributed a volume on co-operatives to

champion

Roux's Cape Town-based publishing
concern, The African Bookman .
In his final year at university, he

wrote an article for the college maga-
zine criticising a book by Edgar
Brooks, who referred to "coloureds"
as "the sins of our forefathers".
Mbeki argued strongly for the inte-

gration of races as a solution to South
Africa's problems . The university's
principal, Alexander Kerr, took ex-
ception to his article, and ordered him
to withdraw it. He refused, and the
issue never appeared .
The years 1934-1935 saw the intro-

duction of the "Native Bills" which
were intended to remove Africans
from the voters' common roll . Mbeki
participated in the activities of the "All
African Convention" established in
Bloemfontein to fight the Bills .
It was during this time that he

worked during school holidays for
the CNA in Johannesburg . He said
he learned about the problems of
workers from this personal experi-
ence: poor wages earned by blacks as
well as confrontation with the police
in matters of labour relations.
He recalled how during the Depres-

sion whites were placed in superviso-
ry positions even though they did not

know the job. Then an undergradu-
ate, Mbeki was fired for organising
the workers .
After completing his degree he

asked the then treasurer of the ANC,
Dr AB Xuma . to take him on as na-
tional organiser. "1 asked him to pay
me £8 a month," he said . Xuma re-
fused, saying the ANC had no funds
and that at 26, Mbeki was young
enough to find a job elsewhere .
Mbeki turned to teaching, at the

same time writing a book, Transkei
in the Making . It was published by
Verulum Press in 1939 and serialised
in the magazine, The New South Af-
rican Outlook .
After reading the series two men

running a panting business offered
Mbeki the editorship of a newspaper
they were planning in exchange for
rights to the series . He accepted . The
paper was called The Territorial Mag-
an ne and later, I nkundla ya Rantu,
and he edited it until l 944 .
The rest of Mbeki's history is well-

known; and at the time of his arrest,
he was a member of the High Corn-
mand of the ANC's military wing,
Umkhonto weSizwe, and of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist
Party .
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While the Govan Mbeki
release Is at least a tacit
acknowledgement by the
government that Its 'real
opposition' is the ANC,

Winnie Mandela is wary of
the flood of 'over-optimistic'

expectations that the
release of Nelson Mandela

may follow. THAMI
MKHWANAZI reports

WINNIE Mandela has cautioned
against "over-optimistic expectations"
following the release of African Na-
tional Congress leader Govan Mheki .
The influential activist, wife of the

ANC's best-known leader, believes
the release reflects government weak-
ness -- but has called upon "the op-
pressed and exploited" people of
South Africa to react with "restraint,
caution and circumspection" .
Mandela believes the government's

gagging of Mbeki is an "admission
that he has not lost his influence
among the downtrodden" .
The decision to release the veteran

resistance figure, she claimed, reflect-
ed government recognition that "they
had failed to defuse escalating resis-
tance against apartheid" .
It was also an acknowledgement

that the "real opposition" in South Af-
rica was the ANC, not the Conserva-
tive or Progressive Federal parties,
she aid .
The restrictions placed on Mbeki

he is "listed" and may not be quoted
-- were a safeguard against his
words triggering off an irreversible
wave of resistance .
But Mandela warned that it is custo-

mary for oppressed people to expect
the release from prison of their au-
thc'atic leaders to be followed by free-
dom. Mbeki thus had a "tremendous
responsibility", as people could be-
come demoralised if radical changes
did not quickly follow his release .
Ill-thought-out actions could be

used by the government to keep other
political prisoners in jail, said Mande-
la . Violent action such as the police
baton-charge on crowds waiting to

greet Mbeki at Jan Smuts airport
should be seen as a "mischievous tac-
tic" which was intended to be pro-
vocative.
She said the release of Mbeki was a
gamble", a short-term plan to take
the steam out of the sanctions and
disinvestment debate, and give

dicted the present

violence.

"ammunition" to potential allies like
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatch-
er .
Mandela said the government

should have heeded the warning giv-
en by the Rivonia trialists, including
Mbeki, more than 20 years ago -
they had predicted that apartheid
would lead to escalating violence .
She found it "strange that the gov-

ernment now gives us hack -- after
more than two decades in jail - the
very man who with the others pre-

A

	

dF

Winnie Mandela welcomes Govan Mbeki to Johannosbur
It was also oao, ~iic ~~+iu, iiia< uiL

	

Picture : WALTEII OHLADHLA, All'
South African government once ad-
vised Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian
Smith to release imprisoned political
leaders, and yet did not draw lessons
from their own advice.
Mandela said Smith would have

saved more than 45 000 lives had he
done in the Tiger Talks in the Sixties
what he was forced to do at Lancaster
house more than a decade later .
In response to persistent reports in

the Afrikaans press, which praised
the government for "demystifying"

Mbeki, Mandela said the demands of
"the people" on the ANC leader
would be heavy: they would expect
him to bring freedom, not be seen as
a "toothless bulldog" .
Beeld had commented that "The

myth has suddenly become a human
being who must -- like all other citi-
zens -- abide by the law.
"Mbeki must realise that he has

played his role and that he now has
the choice either to withdraw from
politics or to exert a moderate in-
fluence on South Africa . Because ! :
surely is the pne person wh '
know that there is no . )c of a
successful revoliitr~>> ;
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A VICTORY FOR THE PEOPLE

.
THE release of Govan Mbeki has filled the hearts of
millions of South Africans with Joy. Many see it as a step
towards ultimate victory. !t is the struggle of our people
that has secured his release . Grassroots looks at why he
was released and what possible future moves can be

TFIE release of Govan M1 ki is a
victory for the struggling people of
South Africa . For years we have struggl-
ed tot' the release of all of ~rrn Ic,adcrs .
The names of 111andcla . Sisulu, Mhcki
and III the Rivonia trialists h ;lvc been on
the lips of thousands of South Africans .
And all over the world, streets and

buildings are named after these Rivonia
comrades to remind people of our
struggle here in South Africa .

In 1985 . (3otha showed that he felt the
pressure of the demands for the release
of our leaders . I Ic said he would release
our Ieades if they would "renounce
vi()l~ •nce" . M;anclCki replied for all politi-
cal +risoners ~~hen he rc,jcctccl Ilotha's
oftcr . I Ic said that it was the regime that
should renounce violence, and that he
and his comrades would not turn their
hacks on the ANC. The Rivonia prison-
ers, Said Mandcla, were answerable to
the people, not to I3otha .

In the mass struggles of l95 and
198(+, (lie regime was shaken . Mandcla
;and the ANC' hecariie central issues in
the South AInca ii crisis . The entire

international conlnlunity, as 'Fell as
important 13crtha allies like big hrrcincs-
ses, began to echo the call to release Ihc
Rivoni;l comrades and unhan the ANC' .

Even 'homeland' leaders like 13uthelci
insisted on the release of 111andcla hcforc
they would consider working an fbilra's
new National ( ,ouncil .

Ihc people had made Mandcla and
hip comrades such a key factor that the
Flirt ha regime rciuld no longer pretend
that they «ere not an issue .

Ucsperate to regain the political initia-
tic c, the regime changed the laws So that
Ihev could release political prisoners on
'hrimanitarian' grounds . "I'hey could
then release (lie Rivonia comrades with-
out being seen to hack clown politically .
Thcv even threw in the release of a
cotrp!c of A\\'I3 terrorists to trv arid
c ;rlrn

	

t( )ii the anger of right-thing

They hope that they can rclcase sonic
of the Rivonia prisoners - ni :ryhe cvcn
Mandela - with the riiiiiiriirini political
disruptoil . The State of I'nicrgcncv is
designed to stop tic giving buts leaders
(lie welcome they clcscrs" . "l he regime
hope tlia .( releasing a few prisoners will
\~ .in them more support Iroru overseas
governments and from clcmcnt5 iii the
community (like Br it hcleii) ~~'ho they
want to pull in to their si henics .

Mhcki's release is a tell-case . It there
are no major upheavals, they +ill release
others . Possibly even '1 an h t :i . 1\'hat
they arc trying to say to tip is "keep calm
and we'll release these prisoners" .

This iie stratrg' shoos IIra I Ilie
regime is weak . Not only has it frilr'd
through 23 'ears of imprisonment to
make Soul Ii Africa anti the world forget
Mandela - now they arc forced to release
hr iiii before they ca ii get Iheir • own plans
goi rig .

(vov ;iri 111hcki has struck ;i further
blc+w . I he niaclc it clear when he came
out that lie is still a ilieriihcr of (lie .AN('
and (if Ilie Siiithi Afric;tri ('oni ii rinist
Party . ;arid that he has n,+t c haiiec,I his
position . This gives the liberation rii0 ('-

nient a loud prihlic vi+icc a i,'ht inside
South ,Africa .

\ 'hil(' I`lhcki has li n released, and
more niav follow, t~ ,e nine t not hack
do\~'n on orir drni ;ends. All our Icadcrs
in prison a rid let en toiii must he rclcascd
And we denlancl the rir.!ht to hear them -
Niheki may still not he quoted because
lie is 'IiStccl' . \\'e l'niarid that the ,AN('

and all other org;rnisatu ric hc' unb,innc •dAnti

	

demand that Ihc People ~h,ill( ;overri, as the I reed,+iii ('h ;tiler

	

IrC

titanels . There nirlst he grin i i pressmrs
(iii the regime to meet Ihcsc drnr ;inds -

they cannot he allot5cd to sit h ;i, k after
releasing a few prisoners .

( ;o5an \'lbcki has conic • orrt into a

ch;ineccl world . Bear tlit' uir,st irii!+''rr ;inl
dillerencc is Ilial \ i~ l~'I

	

Ior the I+P.~I+I
no\V in sight, even I', the ;rating, r\,'s „t

tire ageing conic ;acle .



Not a new dawn,
ULUNDI . - Govan Mbeki's release
would be hailed abroad and locally,
but "the release of one political leader
does not hail a new political dawn,"
Chief Mi r r j ter of KwaZulu and Inks
tha President, Dr Mangosuthu Buthe-
lezi said in a statement last night .
"One swallow does not make a sum-

mer and one prominent political leader
released does not herald a new politi-
cal dawn .

"I pray that the release of Mr Mbeki
will yet prove to be the coo of the dove
which heralds the coming dawn," Dr
Buthelezi said .
The release of Mr Mbeki could have

vast implications for South African
politics, he said .

I3acking
for Mbeki
('0111 Umsa
By MCkeed Kotlolo,
Pretoria Bureau
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The South African government was
shackling its "democratic feet" when it
imprisoned Black leaders in 1963 .
It was not only Blacks who would

gain from the release of political pris-
oners, but every population group, he
added .

The release of Mr Mbeki and others
would not in itself be sufficient to give
the State President the credibility that
he needed to do what he has publicly
undertaken to do, Dr Buthelezi said .

It was however a start.
"Mr Mbeki's release will re-vitalise

hopes that Nelson 1`Candela, Mr Seph
Mothopeng and all political prisoners
will be released," he said .

	

Sapa .



ANNOUNCING the re-
ka~ce of the prisoners yes
terday, the Minister of
Justice, Mr Kobie Coet-
see said the State Presi-
dent's announcement in
the House of A nbty
on August 13, 1987, that
the rrekasc policy which
applied to prie s in
general would in future
apply to security. pris-
aprrs as well, had re-
sulted in the releases .
"In this regard the

State President requested
me to consider seriously
the case of prisoner Go-
van Mbeki and I thu S re-
quested the various advi-
sory bodies who deal with
the consideration and reo-
ommrndation of the re
lease of prisoners, includ-
ing the advisory release
board under
chairmanship of Judge
Kumlehen, to advise on
the pocsihle release of
prisoner Mleki and a
number of identified pris-
oners .
'emanating from the

advice now rendered by
the Advisory Release
Board ' the government
hat clc:-idcoi to release the

fan
S

By a lA rTk.~
DR Andries Treur-
nicht,

	

Conservative

S

g

following praonet who
had served more than 24
years of their sentences:
G Mbeki, J Nkosi.

"Furthermore it has
been decided that in
ternoc of the retczi polccy 'V

security prisoner* M Mat-
sobane, W S Tshikila ancjV
V T Masuku received re-
mission of sentence to
such an extent and that
they now can be released .

"These release actions
have been finalised today
(Thursday). The release
policy as announced will
be applied in the usual
manner as a continuous
process.

' "It is ' also announced
that in terms of Section 69
(1) of the Prisons Act,
1959 (No 8 of 1959) as
amended the State Presi-
dent has granted special
remission of sentence to
Prisoners J D Viljoen and
H G Jacobsz and that
they can be released .
Likewise in terms of

Section fig (1) of the l'ris-
ons Act (Act 8 of 1'x59),
as amcndc d, the State
President, in the spirit of
goodwill which is fcv tcrcc

roux course,
Treurnicht

h V.

	

said the
guy .ument was "on a
dangerous course" in
relea ing political pris-
oners , but the Progres-
sive Federal Party has
welc~~med the trove .
Dr Treu.rnicht said the

release of Govan Mbeki
and other political pris-
oners was "a calculated
risk" by the government,
but the CP had doubts
about it .

There wa$ a danger of
relea ~ ng people on hu-
mani+ Han grounds, only
to fir d that they had not
forsvnr rn violence, lead-
ing try : he possibility of re-
amert .

"I believe the govern-
ment is on a dangerous
course if it releases

by the arming festive sea-
son, approved that 3
(three) months amnesty
be granted to all sen-
tenced prison en who are
or will be in South Afri-
ta prtso*s on 1, -
her 1987 excb+ ; inn c .ream
c;attegarios suth `

• Crimes of violence
(under certain condit-
ions) .
•

	

Rape (under Main
conditions
•

	

Robbery (under cer-
tain conditions) .
•

	

Security prisoners,
• Prisoners sentenced

in term of unrest related
transgressions,
•

	

Prisoners sentenced
for refusing to testify,
•

	

Stock theft etc .

"'The complete list, due
to its length is not pub-
lished, and interested par-
ties can obtain more in-
formation from the beni-
son office of the South
African Prisons Service .

"It is expected that a
considerable number of
~rtsoners of all popula-
an gro ape will benefit
cam this over a period of
irre," hs caifl -- tiap1 .

pent le WtttVIt t'~Prt1 re-
noundng violence ."
The views and position

of Mbeki in the ANC, in
particular, were well-
known, said Dr Treur-
nicht .
Mr Dave Dolling, PFP

spokesman on justice,
welcomed t le release . He
said Mbeki had served
more than ?A years im-
pnsonment,
He described yester-

day's announcement of
the release by Mr Kohie
Coetsee, Minister of bus -
tire, as "a very welcome
development .

"It is to be hoped that
this will be the precursor
of the release of other
well-known political pris-
oners .

"If these other releases
take place it could be a
significant beginning to
help create the climate for
real negotiation on a new
constitution," said Mr
Dolling.

c . The National Demo-
,t t nails Movement we1-
corned the release of Go-
van Mbeki and other pol-
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it;, aT hriconers . "We sin-
cerely hope that this is a
forerunner, of the release
of more political leaders
in prison or in detention,"
the movement said in a
statement last night .
The NPM hoped that

Mbeki would be allowed
to freely participate in the
political process .

Should he be restricted
his release would have no
meaning .

"We hope that this will
open up the urgent de-
bate on the unbanning of
the ANC, because unless
their leaders can take part
freely as respected rep-
resentatives of that orga-
nisation the political pro-
cess cannot be opened up
in order to resolve the
conflict in South Africa .
The Five Freedoms Fo-

rum also welcomed the
release of Mbeki after
coo many years of im-
prisonment, but questions
that not all political pris-
oners have been released .
the live Freedoms Forum
said last night .
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BRIG Wt1..I_.EM "Rivo-
nia" van \Vyk, the police-
man who led the raid on
the African National
Congress high command
at Rivonia when Govan
Mbcki was arrested in
July 1%3, expressed his
dismay about Mhcki's re
lease yesterday.
Brig Van Wyk, who re-

tired from the police
three years ago, yesterday
recalled in (letail the
events which k~d to the ar-
rest of Mbeki and his six
colleagues at 3 pro on July
11 that year .
He remembers Mbeki

as a tall and strongly built
man who was dressed in a
brown overall and a black
cap when he was arrested.
For some time Mbeki
lived at the Rivonia home
occupied by Johannes-
burg artist Arthur Gold-
reich and his wife . All
members of the ANC
high command lived
there. The premises had
13 outbuildings in an L-
shape .

At that time Mheki was
regarded the leader of thj
ANC in the Eastern
Cape. F fe was also in
charge of the monthly
newsletter New Age .
Mbeki was also in-

volved in the first attacks
soon after Umkhonto we
Siege was formed (on
December 16. 1961 the
ANC made public their
(kelsi(n to change policy

Brig WILLEM "RIVO-
NIA" van WYK, the
mean who kid the Ri-
vonia raid during
which Govan Mbeki
and ANC leaders

were arrested.
from non-violence to viol-
sacs .)
Prior to the Rivonia

case Mbeki served three
years for bombings in the
f=astern Province Area,
Rrig Van Wyk recalled .

As a lieutenant at tale
old Marshall Square, Rig
Van Wyk led the Rivoraa
raid .

	

3
"We drove to the

premises in a drycleaner's
van borrowed in the city .
There was no partition
between the driver's seat
and the hack .

"1 realised that if some-
one looked through the
window in the front they
would see the 13 police-
men packed in the hack of

the v'o'le. A police d(,g
accompanied us .
"An hour before the

raid we telephoned an+l
somebody answered the
telephone. We left Mar-
shall Square and called at
Rivonia dice station
where we got police hlan-
kets to hang a partition
between the driver and
the men .
"As we arrived at the

gate a Black security man
told us the boss was not
home .
"We eventually got

through and called at the
house where we said we
were from the drycleaners
and lost our way to Sleepy
I tallow .

"float in the short time
we were in the house,
asking the people there
whether they had washing
for us to (lo, we made our
Oh rvations .

"Quickly, before any of
the occupants of the
house could make a
move, nil tioe men got out
the hack of the van arid,
within minutes the ANC
high command, with the
exception of Nelson Man-
dela, had been screen . d .' .
Police took puss '.ion

of radio transmitters as
well as maps with targets
indicated .
Most of the targets

were post offices and
police stations, the hrign-
dier said .
'Patios also tool posses-

sion of Nelson Man(leia's
diary and passport . lie
was overseas at the time,
travelling on a false pass-
port in the name of t)avid
Mc trmayi. Mi n,Jela was
arrested later when he re-
turned to the country .

After the raid the i 1
men went on a 11 month
trial at the Pretoria Palace
of Justice .
The accused were yen

tensed exactly 11 months
after their arrest on June
11, 1964 .
The brigadier said last

night althone_h hshc;i is
chew an n1 man ('f 77, ire_
can . 5t+1i 1 ; ;l (l',fl (`r t(1
pt a 'e in our country .
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DOUBT THAT THIS IS ATESTRUN BEFORE THE BIGONE : FREEING MANDELA

Walter Sisulu . a former secretary
general of the is tipped as the
next ANC rra : . ','e freed - the de
facto lifting o t :~ ban will become
more apparer:f
But a t ,ou ban may he re-

yoked de ac.o c 'e 'ere thL State
o~ Emergency is

	

:elyy to be ~f t in-
tact . That w
`

~il

	

: the ANC in the.~ .
same position a ; : _ legal, though se-
verely harassc :, •. sited Democratic
-~'ront The t~~ c~position forces
pare a broadly ccinrnon ideological
approach .
~The national State of Emergency,

declared in Jc^e '.956 and renewed a
year later, was i :r : ;r;ed to contain an
attempt by the ANC to fan the town-
ship revolt of :9R4-1986 into a full-
scale people's war or popular insur-
rection. Thus one government objec-
tive in the present situation, is to
wean the ANC of its long-standing
commitment to `'armed sire c .` l e" .
Conversely, it

	

xs to lure the
ANC or sectic~s f it, into

	

iciPa-P~
tion in aPProe

	

facieres, including
the national c'

	

_ : .
Stoffel van c : 'crwe the man Bo-

tha has entrus . .pith a mar:,ate to
give impetus tc :£ vernal negotiations
with black lehas argued that
there is no 'ustific Lion for the ANC's
guerrilla war to±iY . Whatever rea-

sons the ANC may have had original-
ly for its decision to revert to guerrilla
war, these no longer hold, Van tier
Merwe argued in parliament . His
speech might be construed as a bid to
persuade the ABC to abandon its
hope of winning ~uwer through revo-
lutionary war. Another, concomitant
government aim might be ro split the
ANC into external and internal
wins, a variant of Botha's earlier at-
tempt to separate ANC nationalists
from communise .
The unfolding situation will, of

course, present the ANC with diffi-
cult decisions . To function as a semi-

legal movement in the minuscule are- much stronger position .
as of political freedom left by the Summing up the ANC's position
Emergency restrictions is hardly an on armed str ::~sle, the Common-
attractive proposition .

	

wealth's Eminent Persons said in
At the time of the Commonwealth their report : "For the ANC to me-

Eminent Persons peace mission to nonnce violence now would be to re-
South Africa in 1986, the ANC was duce itself to a sate of helpnesmess .
prepared ro suspend its guerrilla cam- There must first be sufficient indica-
paign while negotiating with Botha lions of the South African govern-

on condition that troops and police ment's read'.ness to negotiate the tran-
were removed from the townships . sidon to non-racial sovereignty ." The
Botha, however, is not offering ro ANC position has not char :;.
negotiate with the ANC now, still After the Emergency was renewed
less to withdraw securityrorces from in June the UDFNata2 president, .4r-the townships . His lieutenants are chic Gumede, mooted the possibility
merely hinting that he may be pre- of participation by the L'DF in exist-,
pared to allow released ?ANC leaders irg political inscinu :ions as a way of !
a degree of freedom.

	

mounting pressure on the govern-
Botha has not extracted a formal n- ment and of breaking the logjam He

nunciauon of violence from Mbel:i. was promptly repudiated by UDF .
But the ANC leader's release is clear- There is no evidence that the ANC
ly based on a tacit undertaking that he will react differently to a similar pro-
will not try ro mobilise mass demon- posal from its ranks .
strations against the system, let alone

	

If the government further raises the
plan violent actions . Mbeki has in- cost of hosting ANC guerrillas for
deed been restrained. cautious and neighbouring states, then these states
conciliatory in his remarks .

	

may try to coax the ANC into opting
But for the ANC per se armed , for a political solution . Short of that

struggle remains a major bargaining possibility, however, the ANC is un-
card even if, as some pose ;: en have kkely to forgo is guerrilla war, al- ~
argued, the government is stronger though it may triad warily in the im- i
on the military terrain than it is in tthe mediate future for fear of jeopardis-'
political arena . The ANC is hardly ing the release of 'vlandela and his
likely to throw it away until it is in a comrades .



Firstly, because it does floc b

	

e
the South African government haso~th Afnea
had a change of heart and is yet ready
to negotiate seriously over the key is-
sue -- the transfer of political pc" er
to the majori ;y .
Secondly, because the ANC can-

not, viewed from its per~.pecti'e . a`-
love foreign states to define the ' :n-
tent or tactical compromises c.~f is
stnccle .
And, thirdly, because inside the

country is where it believes is
stronger contingent lies .
Quite how acute the ANC's u-dcr-

standing is of the complications de-
veloping at this conjuncture is un-
clear.
But the more serious people in its

ranks have ditched the unrealistic fri-
umphalism which has lingered else-
where for far longer than is justified
by the really quite limited gains it
made in the two years after Septem-
ber 1984 .
These more serious ANC members

appear to realise there is little in the
way of immediate or significant
ground that is likely to be won at the
negotiating table beyond the trenches
the ANC and its allies occupy or the
political-mili tary battlefield
It is a thought which should s{her

up anybody in the ranks of the A .'~ C .
If it does not, the ANC could sn
find itself in very serious trouble at a
time when, for it, the stakes can
never have been said to be higher.

FOR ALL PW'S CH!fl I !G T!

'J ~ lE fr~CiP1~offer nearly ~~ duttrtcr ~~i It is Gcvan N9beki who gota century of the veteran African Na-
tional Congress prisoner, Gbvan his freedom but the real
Mb ki yh s put the release bf hfs . Invitation ls to Chief
world renowned comrade, Nelcon

	

ngosuthu Buthelezi, who
Manger, firmly hack on Phe at'c•nda .
The question flow is not so much
whether but when the char ;smatic
Mandela will he freed .
Only one factor can delay the emer-

gence from jail of Mandela in the next
few months: an upsurge in the now
quiescent revolt in South Africa's
blacklownships, triggered by the re-
turn to political life of Mbeki . So far,
however, there is every evidence that
Mbeki, 77, and the black leaders
shepherding him into life outside
prison, will not do anything to jeo-
pardise the freedom of Mandela and
the five ANC prisoners who were
jailed for life with him at the Rivonia
trial of I964.
President PW Botha has chided the

press for speculating on when the
next wave of political prisoners will
follow Mbeki, charging that prema-
ture conjecture is irresponsible . But
his own cabinet ministers h've con-
firmed, with a proviso or two, that
the release of Mbeki is both a trial run
for the release of further l O1itical pns-
oners and the first move in a wider
game plan .
The first and immediate aim is to re-

initiate the stalled move to establish a
national council, revised as a forum
where leaders of all races can draft a
new constitution for all South Afri-
cans, the council has so far failed to
win endorsement from a single credi-
ble black leader . Mangosuthu Buthe-
leri, leader of the I,S-million strong
Zulu-based Inkatha movement, has
set the liberation of Mandela and the
leader of the rival Pan Africanist
Congress, 7,eph Mothopeng, as a
pre-condition for his participation .
Anxious to persuade Buthelezi to

serve on the council, the government
has started to move toward fulfilling
his condition . But it is doing so cau-
tiously, testing the reaction of South
Africa's black and white communities
to the release of lesser known prison-

Ef
-'

E' S LTTI '

	

r

mnclo the release of
political prisoners a pre-
condition to joining the
government's national

council . PAT
LAURENCE

n C
rep0

r
K
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ers before freeing Mandela .
The government has a second, as

sociated motive: to "demythol( gise"
the ANC and its leaders . the ANC
has been outlawed since 19(x() . M~inv
of its major leaders, inclu(l ;nc th
original "high command" of its un-
derground army, ttmkhonto w~'Siz-
we, have been in j ;iil or exile since
1901. The rest have been in exile .
Over the )'ears, however . the hi~l~liC

has not forgotten either the At ' ~r
its imprisoned le dyes . 1nst(' l d, the'
ANC leadership h is ~?ro~vn in st ~t ;trr
and heroine shronclod in at st,ii ii s-
enhancing mystique. The government
now wants to reverse the pro - 'c In
a revealing choice of phrase, the pP •o -
government Afrikaans nwcpaper,
IJeehI, said in an editorial on Mh t is
release : "The Mbeki myth has sud-
denly become a human who, like all
citizens, must he law-chiding and
thus peaceful ."
1)e-mystification infers two devel-

opments: the re-emergence of the in-
carcerated ANC leaders into public
life where they can make mistakes
and, as a logical corollary, the unhan-
ning of the ANC . The ban on the
ANC seems to have been partially
lifted, in practice if not in a strict legal
sense, in Mheki's case .
lie has made no hones about his

commitment to the ANC and to its
"revolutionary ally", the South Afri-
can Communist Party . But he has not
been prevented from speaking on
their behalf, although thee restriction
prohibiting the press from publishing
his remarks is still in force . `'hen
Mhkci is joined h his colicasales --



e ye oily had pain from
beki release; says Viok

Weekly Mail Reporter
T11E chances of Nelson Mandcla, the
jailed leader of the African National
Congress, being released from
Polismoor Prison near Cape Town in
the forsceahlc future are negligible .
In spite of some speculation after

the release of former AN(' national
chairman Govan Mbeki, 77, last .
mnth, that Mandela would be the
next to be freed, possibly before

sugar diabetes, would quietly retire .

Christmas, senior South African po-
lice officcrc have made it clear that
this is not going to happen S()Of .
The security r lice are not happy

with the way in which Mbeki has act-
ed since his relcasc -- and this could
even lea(l to hire beirig banned . I Ic is
alrr• ;triy listed as a communist and
cannot he (jfIOted in S(~uth Africa .
Mbeki'c activities arcs hc~ing moni-

tored closely by the police . Although
neither the MiniStcr of L ;rw and (fir-
ri~.~r, AdrIa.~n Vlok, nor the head of Govantlrc security police, lieutenant-
General Johamies van der Merwe,
would be drawn on whether his beha-
viour +vould at feet the ch ;u1ccs of oth-
er political priSoI1erS, it is char his ac-
tionS are in111rencing ¶zo\'crnrnent de-
cisions abc'ut whether to release more
AN leaders .
Van clot' Merwe said Mi~cki's activi- .

ties were being manipulated by the
ANC and cverythiwg he had done
tti'as at the orders of the ANC .
And Vlok said the government had

riot ;got its pound of flesh, and had
only received pain, with the release
of Mhcki .
Vlok, who like `'an dcr Merwe,

was speaking at a briefing to South
African political correspondents at
Walvis Bay said : "We had hoped that
Mr Mbeki, who is suffering from

Mbeki : under watch
But this has not happened. He is be-
ing misused by people around him
for political purposes ."
Van dcr Mcrwc said the rally,

which was to have been addressed by
Mbc;ki in Port Elilaheth last week-
end, had been prohibited because it
would contribute to the raising of the
revolutionary climate in South Africa .
Asked if the government feared the

Mbeki rally would lead to an out-
break of violence, he replied : "It may
create or promote: a revolutionary cli-
mate ."
But heconceded in reply to another

question that the banning of the rally
could lead to frustration .
"There are certainly disadvantages

but we have to decide: which is the
greatest disadvantage ."
Van dcr Met-we added: "Everything

. • 1

Mbeki dikes is at the command of the
ANC."
Moreover, senior government rep-

resentatives have said they are wor-
ned about the high profile Mhrki had
received since his release and wide-
spread negative reaction firm whitc •c ,
as had been reflected in mail received
objecting to his release .
It is argued that Mbeki is being

userd as pail of a subtle ANC strategy
to give maximum publicity to the
ANC vpile not overstepping the law .
Whatever the accuracy_ Of the police

view of events since Mhcl ;i had been
released, Vlok and Van dcr Mcrwc
left no doubt that the release of Man-
dcla was not on the cards .
They also argued that "legal, radical .

groups" such as the l .lnite(l I )emo-
cratic front, its :affiliates, the Con-
gress of South African 'Grade unions
and some trade 1ar~ions were rlcliher-
alely trying to me rSC Ilie revolution-
at-), climate to South Africa it present .
Vlok said a tllotlsarlrl nc v C)fc fnica-
(ions had bn establ fished for this
purpose .
As they believe \lh 1,i ,Srt ~1 this

strategy, under order. horn the
ANC.
The Cape 'rUfl( .t coinniented in an

editorial this week : '' It seems plain
that the release of Mr Nelson Mande-
la is not on the cards . . . A decision to
release Mr Mandela is a decision to
talk to the ANC, ;tlhvin'g them to
play an open role in politics ."
And talking to the ANC has em-

phatically been ruled out by Vlok and
Van der Mcrwc . Indeed, the police
are still convinced they wilt he able to
defeat the ANC militarily .
The possibility of M 1l(lC a being

freed in thc'~c ciu u,n .t,,fl(CS is very
remote .





By KHULU SIBIYA
IN an unprecendented move, especially in
view of the current state of emergency in
the country, the government has given
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Mbeki rally is p ; ;Ined
By MONO BADt

FREED (African Natlo I Con-
gress leader Govan \11r is set
to re-enter C 'uth Afric politi-
cal life in C : e Town r ' week-
end - at a rally which 'told be
the city's biggest in fo '- Fears .
The rally, organised Cape

Town's Mbeki Recept 1 Com-
mittee, is tentatively p( led for
Noverber 29 .
The former ANC char n, re-

leased on November 6, 'ias kept
a low profile, appearing in public
only twice. Although he is
"listed" and cannot be quoted, he
can speak at public gatherings .

l (li •: I .I) l uhbcn Islan(I
prisoner and former
national chairman Of the
AN(', 7111 ( ;(clan nal,eI i,
"ill speak al an (~pt'ii air
scrl'icc in fort I':li~ ;(hclIi
(()morrow .
The city's chief
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Rally is banneil
I I I()1 J .SANI)S of disap-
pointed people were
turned hack in 7,wide
township, Port Flizaheth,
when a rally to he
addressed by recently
freed ANC veteran, Mr
Govan Mbeki, was banned
by the authorities on
Saturday .

Fven an II1h-hour
,application challenging a
police ban on the rally
was rcjcctcd by a Port
Fliiahcth judge, Mr
Justice .tones .

'I'hc rally whi('h was to
he held at the t)an QC(le

Stadium, was banned
late on rriday by the
t)ivisiilnal Comnussion-
er of Police, flu ga(I)cr '
I : 1~X61'

	

c'1'fll t1'r ; ` fin

	

place .

tcrnlS of the emergent •
regulations .

Ihc .police clamp on
the rally came ~11ortly
after pernli~stoui 11 ;1(1
hcen granted by the ('ho I
Magistrate ('f Port
Flii aheth, Nir ,l n(ast-
huircn .
The meeting WOul(I

have heal the first to he
addressed by Mr Mbeki
since his release frcarn
Rohhen Islail(l after 23
years in prison .

There was confusion in
the township as people
were turned ;away front
the sta(Itltlu 1)5' the P(hltrc .
IIundrcd` 01' others
milled around the
stadtttill 11Optllg (h,at tIn
,l1cy1~> s

	

~~(fla t ~ c

GOVAN MBEKI was released
month ago - but his public activities
have been so restricted that he has
spoken more freely to journalists than
to people in South Africa's town-
ships .
This is understood to be a source of

great disappointment to the resistance
veteran, qualifying his happiness at
being released .
From the time of his initial press

conference - tightly controlled by
the Bureau for Information - Mbe-
id's political role has been severely
curtailed. Of four public appearances,
three have been press conferences,
themselves restricted by his "listing"
order.
Many believed the rally scheduled

to take place in Port Elizabeth last
weekend would see Mbeki setting out
the parameters of his political role na-
tionally, and in the Eastern Cape . The
gathering was organised by the. Inter-
denominational African Minister's

By MBULELO LINDA and
RICHARD BARTLETT,

Port Elizabeth

Govan Mbeki

Association of South Africa
(Idamasa) .
But an eleventh-hour banning ruled

this out, once again forcing the ANC
leader to address a small group of
journalists .
Before he shared his thoughts with

the media, more than 500 disappoint-
ed admirers had milled around Dan
Qege stadium in the vain hope that the
ban on the rally would be overturned .
Entry to the stadium was barred

early on Saturday morning - people
began gathering at loam -- as
greenflies" (municipal police), SA

Defence Force troops and kirskonsta-
bels kept a close watch . There was a
security force presence at the entranc-
es to all Port Elizabeth townships,
and several busloads of people on
their way to the rally were turned

~Vot deterred
by Mbeki ban
(X)VAN MRFKI is expected (o speak in ('ape Town on
l)ecembcr 13 .
TI1(' Nlheki Rrc eptir'n ('onlnlitt~ •e hr's ~Ir- i~l~'~I to

a11r ;1(1 with 1)1(11 II •u ru

	

for

	

t1

	

r' ;~ ;~~

	

, ''. fl

	

'.' I'

ad(Iressal by the veteran African National Congress Iea(ter
recently released from Robben Island after 23 years .

Tllis follows the banning by police of a rally in Port
Elizaheth last weekend, clays after the n1r r11~ had been
sanctioned by PF's Chief 1~1-ahistrate .
The MRC this week asked the Chief Magistrate of

Wynherg anti the \Vestcrn (',ape I)jvj6ional ('(111111116

sinner of Police for permission for Mhcki to nIdresc the
rally .

Athlone offices raided
"WC want to prevent a repeal of the situation in Port

Elizabeth," said United Democratic Front publicity
secretary llilda Ndtlde .
Tlle results of the application are exIxc tcd within elms .
Mbeki is expected to thank the peoplee for their support

over all the years .
"We want to have an open air rally so that as many

people as possible can attend," Ndu le said .

• The offices of the. T1beki Reception Committee in
Athlone were raicle(I by security police Ihic week . I)oc-
uments, posters and pallapllletc were coatis(atcd, ac
cor(ling to a committee spokcsperam .
At the time of going to press, the police had not re

spon(Ied to a request for cornnlcnt .

. . . but Mbeki himself hurt by restrictions

back .
Some buses had come from as far

afield as Ciskei .
A tense crowd waited until 4pm,

watched by marshalls and traffic po-
lice lining Zwide's Johnson Road,
parallel to the stadium .
Although the crowd was repri-

manded by police after posing with
clenched fists for photographers,
there were no serious incidents .
Half an hour after the crowd finally

dispersed, Mbeki addressed journal-
ists at Port Elizabeth's Elizabeth Sun
Hotel. In terms of his listing under
the Internal Security Act, Mbeki may
not be directly quoted .
However, he expressed regret that

his colleagues were still imprisoned .
Apartheid had to disappear before all
the people of South Africa could be
free .
The banning of the rally prevented

whites and blacks from coming to-
gether in the search for freedom .

I' , I
1 , .
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