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MBEKI RETURNS!

On the 5th November at the age of 77 Govan Mbeki walked free after 23
years on Robben Island and sald: "The Ideas for which | went to jail and

for which the ANC stands | still embrace”.

The UDF.is elated at the release of its patron and one of the
glants of our struggfe Comrade Mbeki. For the oppressed and
exploited people of this country this is a most significant
occaslon.

Our joy however is"tampered by the fact that Comrade Mbeki is
still not a free - person, he remains listed which means that

he still cannot be quoted.in the press. Furthermore South Africa
Africa Is in the grip of Its harshest State of Emeregency with
almost the entire leadership of the UDF in prison or trying to
evade arrest.

This was the climate in 1963 when the Rivonia trialists were
arrested, a climate in which Comrade Mbeki once again returns.

UNSHACKLE MBEKI !

The banning of the Mbeki rallies has yet again exposéd the

hollow and cynical nature of the regimes so called “concessions"
in releasing him.

The government is afraid of one man and what he has to say.

Govan Mbeki is a leader of the people. In silencing him the
government is silencing the people. However, like Mbeki the people
are not going to retire, curl up and die or go away. '
By cutthg of f Mbeki from legal outlets of expression the regime
is trying to force him to break its laws.

The people have had enough of grand public gestures that are still
-'borpe because of the regimes attempts to stifle the real leaders
of the people. ’

THE UDF DEMANDS THAT THE REGIME UNSIIACKLE GOVAN MBEKI AND STOP
OBSTRUCTING HIM FROM SPEAKING TO THE PEOPLE.




MBEKI-A LIVING BEACON OF OUR STRUGGLE

The life
story of a
people’s
leader

GOVAN ARCHIBALD Mbeki
was born in the Transkei in
1910. His father was a chiel
but was deposed by the South

African government.

Comrade Govan was educated ina
mission school and won a scholarship
to the Fort Hare universily to study
for an arts degree. He also gained a
diploma in education and left Fort
Harc at the end of 1936. During this
time he was the leader of militant
student opinion: that existed then, It
was an African minister, a member of
the infant ANC who arosed Govan's
interest in politics.

As a young man he also attended
mectings of the ICU. In the carly 30's
Comrade Govan began to explore the
Marxist view of communism and was
influenced by Edward Roux, a SACP
member.

SACKED FOR UNION WORK

By 1935 the time of the Herzog
Bills Govan was deeply involved in the
ANC. AL this time Comrade Mbcki
was sacked from his job for trying to
organise a union. He then took to
teaching first at a secondary school
then at a teachers training college in
the Transkei.

In 1938 he edited the terrorial
magazinc later known as Inkundla Ya
Bantu.

In 1939 he published cssays
entitled "The Transkei in the making”
In 1941 he became the secretary of the
Africa’s Voters Association whose
object was to restore volers to the
common roll. The same year he was
co- author of a new policy document
drawn up for the ANC "The African
Claims".

From 1944 to 1946 Comrade
Mbcki was the first representative of
the student body at Fort Hare.

In the 1950"s Govan Mbeki went
~ack in teaching in a coal mining arez
= Northern Natal.
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Comrade Gt;\;:m Mﬂeki - a living beacon of our strupgle

olle was sacked soon aflter for
organising coal mincers. Fle then went
on to devote himsell to full time
political journalism.

He was manager of the Eastern
province office of New Age and
Spark.

By now Govan was an ANC
kingpin in the Eastern Cape. He was
an organiser, propogandist ,polic
maker, expert on rural questions as
his book the Peasants Revoll prove,

He participated in the planning of
the pcople’s Congress in 1955,
becoming leader of the ANC in the
Eastern Cape. He was elected
National Chairman of the ANC in
1956.

In 1961 he joined the SACP and
was arrested and charged under the
cxplosives Act. . He was subsequently
aquitted. Tn 1962 with the ANC
alrcady banncd Govan Mbcki went
underground in Johannesburg.

In 1963 he joincd Umkonto We

Sizwe and became secretary of its first
high command.

ARRESTED AT RIVONIA

In July 1963 he was arrested during
a police swoop in Rivonia and stood
trial with Comrades Mandcla, Sisulu
and 6 others in the Rivonia Trial-
charged with conspiracy to overthrow
the government by violence.

He was senl to Robben Island
serving a life sentence lor sabotage. In
1970 while in prison Mheki completed
his BA honours and in 1977 was
awarded an honorary doctrate in
Sacial science by the universily of
Amsterdam for his work on (he
Pcasants Revolt.

On his release Govan Mbeki was
mct by a strong 500 militant but
disciplined crowd at the
Johannesburg airport.
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Un behalf of the United Ma Albertina Sisulu, a president of
ko o B T WP the UDF and wife of jailed ANC
Eés’h.- 'y "'.JE s e e leader Walter Sisulu, was to speak
eki into the firahting

s Foamny A at a rally alongside Comrade Mbeki
VESFE o8 wWhEHR & 1iFe in Port Elizabeth. At the last minute
centence was pronounced the regime banned the rally. Here
aaainst  vow  and  vour we publish extracts from the speech
fellow comrades., the she was to deliver ;
enemy hoped that the _
masses of the people v arn Lhe  ANC. Ihe rest Q{ t e L
were aoinog to be on the SEONer the reaime leadership G anly
A g g 4 : L e e facilitate chanae. ot
retreat for litfe. ¥ our realises that the QNL ihseds  it. lhE GNC  has
refusal to be cowed enjovs substantial sl o N
. . . i ) i &% much rioht as Bobha
into submission served support amonast oy , £z o

, ; o 4d i S il Lo canvess the opinions
as an  inspiration to people the better For : _ :
vounger aenerations of all of us. of ‘th@ pecple of  this
resistance. We also We take this Land.
believe that it is ouwr opportunity to
committment to the reiterate that the The leadershio of Ehe
South Africa of the government muslt solve LOF canmot promi =e Lhat
future which sustained the pecobhlems of this o people  will .HDt
YOUL Over S0 many  VYears country by neactiatinag defv  the restrictions
in imprisonment.We want with its principal which were imposed on
to assure vyou todav, protaganists. Ihe Comrade Mbehki.
that the life which vou agovernment wants us Lo
aspent ©owith your hel ieve tlat 1t is We want to state e
comrades i prison has committed to findino to aaain that nothinag
alwavs  been seen as & +indino & preacetul short  of a non ractal
P ol padge 1 thies solution L the demceratic South Atraca
history of Lhe conftlict 10 this as ervisaced by the
struagling peaple of countrv. veb it has not Frecsdom  Charter wi}l
South Africa. We  say b i1maQ ahout peace 1n
vii thout anv tear ot this countr

contradiction that the
masses of owr oppressed
bt fighting people
both inside and outside
Lhe  UDF regard you  as
Lheir leader.

tA e VO
imprisonment, many more
natriotg‘ have died 11

Freedom or Death

Victory Is Certain!

Comrade Fbela . i 1

the battle front:others v macr i Fices, VI
were ftorced to | leave COLE e, Ve e ol o

determination which has
inspired us o bake the
struaal e SRR

the countrvy they =o
very much cherished and
loved. Yet we continue

to may that a permanant Nelson Mandela remains inside rﬁmmﬁ””]“?_HTlUV5m;y s

and lasting solution to & vel  created the In  the “*m§_ﬂ“f__j“f9
the problems which | conditions for such a Falbers “‘TIFUE_““W“r:f
beset our country ocan | process  to take place. those who Uf{%wﬂ_?P ij
only emerae from  the How does Botha explain FREIER ﬁf_{““”“§*l{fT'
democratic movement led the fact that hes v @wluum?m v mhvt%
bv the African National released Comrade  PMbeki mesr e inta tﬁw LaUQH"f?r
Conaress. We Faves ard bhern lisled him. i which e » PV
witnessed the masses of | We are savina that the | wéﬁrltlanwﬁmlmﬁgﬁ, e
owr people  takina it perepectilves put foward 1 FREEVOH OR - DEATL D

. | oy | 1 q 0
Sialedyl themsel ves to | by Govan Mbekli and  the | N L




WHY WAS CDE MBEKI RELEASED?

‘gime.Despi te

triuggles of the 1aet
four
created an ENnourmouns
crisis for the regime

and continues

Vears

pressure

Lev o menn k.

A victory for the people

ihe  people  of ot 1y

AFrica f orced | byes

¥ 1 me to rel pace
Mhebi . Campaignes beth
rnationally and
international |y biawve
pro L the 1 e of
relcase of political
prieoners high on the
anrntda. The release of
e was a desperate

attempnt to buv time.

To diffuse international
pressure

vecent reporlts andicale

that sanchtions are
heginnihg o tabke
their teell on the re-

attempts

to ddemoralise interna

tional campai gns
by wri ting sanctions
off as a failure the

1= e cvmi o
halt the

canctiones

¥ earyime

desperate Lo

campaign. Rolha’'s im-
perialist allies are
also desperate to dus
tify their claim thal
"South Africa i= chan-
aging"  and Hheli 's re-
lease is hoped will
help them diffuse the
precssure  on Lheir own
countries { oo mor e
effective aclion a
gainel the reagime.

To claim control

By releasinag Mhel:d the

resyiomes i e Aattemptinn

r
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te proiject iteelf as
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Govan Mbeki addressed = news conference in Johannesburg soon after his release.
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WHY MBEKI WAS RELEASED CONT
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! Fhyes wals b bBoes oy nvesr cpvere e Ve bt U RO L LS S

The regime ol
is trying to blackmail e ate ph, hY et e Ral. whE
Con‘lfade MbEki into f! Al thial L Ar ar e ravnbiear el S T

"etlrement. iy men i) ] ey e Plaes 41 B SRR ."--r'[.}-l IRRLA! (Y
) - f.I!-I._'r (i 1y hver ol ey, = =g b by vl b1 earye
! = b= ey I R A &
e regime has openly fow & b1 He | i
eald that the relrace The I'eglme Is vii 11 el al by IR
ol ol bier }.'ll__'l iticel a“emptlng to create it iy (!I B |“ = o I | ..
[y ieonores :'1r\p“r'-r'1f'j""'- (IR the conditions for . [RTHN |1y :I.-. o ;-,.:,!_ i1 l!r
= Nbmb oyt evee " ) chovengere | i f 3 (L
+I:...l tr}f;;'—\«l{:u - 0 f "sham" negoﬂaﬂons el o Bkl WEFL
Mbelbi. erehby ey presran i Ho
Mhope to totally on thelr own terms yave ol al ol Faome ‘_"E.‘l‘
nentral ice bl | agaiy what  bhe badi
palitically. What they I 1w not ol oy )y !..;:¢-1»'i" P Ao I.r
are (orgetbting 1= that praple wbie o Fhald A polilical EYad RER WA

Fhie s ey manien 11'_.-" limr b beer pErsd bl

hey de= o leader of Lhe

nenple. S5ince hie
releace car PeEeaple e
reepect { ear ham arnd
e diesciplined
conthiv by, oy o
gly demon=strates that
lien will con i nue tr
ehine  as a heacon  of
e shruagle for oo
people. o
il el mes o frgarsgs
Fess el I r Pas] rvmee
bl jeaval Vesaelesr oof e
b garp b o e 0 g e parem
Al L he Sondd |y b can
Piovmmany d e b ar Ly, el

they Fealalbv revaec Led

Fhie poeeiblily anly o §

a2,
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! Mbeki is surrounded by well-wishers_in Port Elizabeth
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Sl THE BOESTION BF NEGOTIRTION
| 2 [UPRD P NEaUT TN
Ihe reaime is findina settlement But the hefore Hut L he
itself in a crisis of democratic movemer t jEE i 1 G i -
escalating proportions. has stated time and ‘._ '.‘_.'.-..I-l ".I “? . s b “_._ ‘-II”..
In A desperate aQain what the basice LE;F-W iﬁ _Ep_.[“_ “T
atEaant b hery i pre-conditione — |.u-1 vim.l ,w:- Elvar b e,
altemptinag to create for neagotiations. jh_mﬂLt““d o the des
. - peraticon of Lhe veosme

the conditions for a to Ak ersd s e
"wettlement"-lan his article looks atb miner ity rule asine anv
Smi1th sbtvle-which the auesiion o f and everv e l. hod a ioh g
will leep minoritly neaoctiation. The fierce th spasal

rule intact.loinci- strugoles of the last i eaim bl oo g o
dinag with Mbheki = few vears have created cemiflict lows | ! w::.-.
release was much talk a new  situation 1n (i veraina Vi eme 51
about Mational South Africa. lhe everv maior  iscues of
Reaional Authorities. question o the Lhe tHawve the w1 B ey
Mational Ceouncils Lransfer of power  from Ehe  onoer boand o Lhe
ete. TE i= hoped that Ehe  white mincorats Lo Arvar Flhea ol vosat i arvel
"concessions" such as Lhe entire South P e w6 e g Ly
the release ot FMbheka fifrican  people  (black ViR i Fhe abther of
will "sell" easily and white) has beesn put ¥ Fratd e Fice ¢ iaé
towards =uch & on the aaend’ &s  never alliee. ap
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1ssue ot neqotiation is r_VIDient. open quérg Lhrﬁig:”FmLLL
o exception: Lhe opposi tion, bt Iwhat {n\nL ) anag -
demacratic movements has been the reaime s %wu+req._= PIS—
view on any proposed response’ We hayq been "do Hﬂﬁ ﬁF?“I aLe
neaotiation "in auided cubiected to violence r”“019{'”ﬁﬁff S i
by the extent to which in its most extreme “f”?“'“?finhjﬂ vﬁﬂ. ol ve
thev ‘can help usher in form. Mot only have ©iviocs hwhivj:‘{;[itQ”..
a non racial democcratic thousands of supporters them credib .
Soukh Africa. he view =
of the reaime on the
cbther Fand revol ves

around the extent to
which neoctiation, can
act as a mechanism to
protect the economic
and political power ot
the white minoritv.

These two fundamentally
different views,
therefore will

obviousl v aive rise to
two conflictina
positions on what
consti tutes meaninaful
negotiations. who are
the parties to
neaotiation. The
approach of the
democratic movement to
the question ot
neactiations in the
current praliftieal
situation can be summed
. in eleven basic
propositions:

1. FW BOTHA AND  HIS | IR d [N RS\ e
GOVEFRNMEN T HAVE 14
INTENTION  oF ENTERING K The Freedom Cherter, adopted at the Congress
NI MEANITMGE UL ) of the People on 26 Jun
NEGOCIATIONS P e, 1955, represents

I ; :

IMMEDIATE FUTURE ' WHE the demands of the majority of South Africans

All the reaime s action and tall ower s been IThieir tallk of
sav  loudlv and clearlyv detained and negotiation 15 hol L ow.
that thev are not 1mprisoned, but  manv Fecentlv FlW Botha said
interested in h@ve actual lv been Ehat e el ne
neaotiation. but are kidnapped or murder ed. intenti1on of tallbing to
determined to detrov Many of owr comrades the  frican Mational
the democcratic movement have been =hot bv Conares. [t i
and perpeluate minoritwv vigilantes or the Fecoani sed threnabicnt
Ll e, lake their state, others have been thie  wor lad tlhal thier e
treatment of the UDF: sent to the oallows. At ¢ an hee ey saloatyeon t
wWE have coammi tted Lhves 5 AT i mes | e Bl et by Y 1o an
5 = age t o nnr - el me sends et 1te comflioclb o wilor el ro b uelese




BOTHA REGIME NOT COMMITTED

TO MEANINGEFUL NEGOTIATIONS

Jrend) e

/

the FANC . Hotha's
insistance that he
refuses to speak to the
ANC is therefore
tantamount to saving
that he is not

interested in meaninaful
negotiations.

We need look no further

than the reagime’'s
torpedoina of the
Eminent Fersons Group

mission, their invasion

of Angola, and their

failure to act against

the warlords of Natal .

This 1is enouah to show
that the reqgime is not
vet committed to &

peaceful  resolution of
the conflict.

THE ISSUE OF
NEGOTIATION IS5 EREING
USED TO TRY AND
DEMOEBRILISE . AND DISARM
OuUrR  STRUGGLLE AT THE
NAT IONAL AND
INTERMNATIONAL LEVEL

At the moment the
aquestion of
negotiations 1s beinag
used by the reogime and
the main allies
(Reaagan . Thatcher and

ture wnd the wellare of its people.
The two led the delegations 1

:!u DIhl'.__ )
. kohl) as a device to
diffuse mountina

pressure, particularly
around sanctions.

Furthermore
neagotiations
be};1n

the
issue is
wsed in an

attempt to divide our
movement . to see i+t
thev can seperate the
‘hardliners’ from the
‘softliners’ . the
‘nationalists’ from the
‘communist ' and so. _on.
In other words at this
point, talk of
‘negotiations’ is a
political ploy toe buv
time and disoroanise
the democrat i
movement . We do not

tentamount to
people to

convincina
abandon the struaale.

THE
AT TEMETING ro
IHE CONDITICONS
NMEGOTIATIONS
Wil BE IM A
0 DICTATE TO

15 NEGOTIATING® WITH.

The state of

i s aimed at

ANC’s Tambo ...

REGIME IS
CREATE
FOR SHAR
WHERE  TT
FOSITION
THOSE 11

Bmeraencyv

cruashinag

HE journey from Pretoria to the Tramskei lu!u only u few)

I hours ... but it has taken Van Zyl Slabbert and Thabo ?
almost a lifetime. ¥ - e

Though born severs| hundred kilometres apart, they have waited
tlmost S0 years snd travelled halfway scross Africa to Dakar, Sene-
gl 1o meet to discuss their common concern for their country's fu

believe as vet there iw
a aenuine desire to

negotiate on the
important issues. In
this context it would

be irresponsible for us
to ENCOUrage
unreal1stic

expectations around the

prospects for
neagotiations—-stuch

expectations would be
based on the irrational

and ad v hel ief that

the aovernment has

underagone a' chanaoe of

heart . when all

evidence indicates the |
opposite. (=] aive

weiaght to such  talse

hopes woul d

bet

the entire
movement . and
ihetallina apartheid =
suurocgate forces. Mase
terror and rpp?esg1un_
and the promotion of
hand-picked " authentic

leaders is desianed to

democrati ¢

pave the wav for an
“internal csetilement’
of the tvpe Smith
attempted to impose on
Moz orewa . (1= with
Smith'es Rhodesia this
course  1s  doomed to
failure and will ol v

lenaohthen the conflict

and | =ad te areat o
loss of li1fe. Forums
cuch as the MNMatiornal

cre—
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BOTHA HAS THE POWER TO END
THE VIOLENCE

Council. Indaba’'s and strugale. Let BHatha I+ is cvniciem in the
S0 Qn., are totallv show that hes im extreme for the
unacceptable to oy different to Malan. perpetuators of alil
people and will create| gtiidom. and Verwoed. this violence to demand
as  mach opposition  as Let him T EM O £ 6 that it im the AL
the tricameral violence." " bince which must FENOLNC e
parliament and bla&ck | Mandela male this VLETEGEE BefeRE EREFR
local authorities did. statement thr ee EAl BB ORI M.
These are not S aruumg emerasncies have been BTG Ihag {Hé"ﬁéggé ;h
for meaotiatlons fs declared: hundreds of end this violence. N
the reaime claims. but (wikia eople have  been ; e R R
forums for revisinag | shot ¥ dgwn. thousand | aed JUSTIFIABLE

apartheid rule. without
any power or democratic
bhasis from which to
negotiate.

THE AGGRESOR AND SINGLE

GREATEST SOURCE aF
VIOLEMNCE IN THE REGION

I THE  BOUTH  AFRICAN
GUVERNMENT . THE BALL I8
IN THEIR COURT 70 FROVE
THAT THEY ARE SERIOUS

ARCUT ENMDING THEIR
VIOLENCE AND COMMITTING
THEMSELVES TO
NMEGOTIATIONS.

Whiern the aovernment
demanded at the

beginnina of 1985 that

Ne:n::jn Ha;?fi‘;‘uqinc’”nfﬁ Townships all over the country are burning. 35 000 mourners at a funeral
Al me - - e ey Al s S
Gemge: e nope e ) dega1n?dlgnd tortured, SCEFTICISM  aAROUT T HE
=turn rohis release. | neighbouring states REGIME & IMTENTIONS
he pointed out that "I| invaded and our leaders | MUST NOT EE INTERFRETED
=Y not a violent | assasinated. Troops A5 6 RLIND REFUSAL dﬁ
maﬁ...lt Was gnlv wheh terrorise our people in QUF FPART TO SUPFORT A
all alther forms ot | the townshipes ancd NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT
resistance wer e no | villiaoes, and | We are nﬁé ;f ail
lonaer open to uws  that] apartheid vigilantes opposed to nmunfiatiﬁﬁé
we turned to armed  run rampant. which ar e ﬁQHQinél;

] ot

; ___.A A ‘.'P-."P!.I__glﬁp ) g 2 almed at dismantling

apartheid and usherina

117 a united non racial
and deocratic South
Africa. it must b
remembered thatl o i
the oppressed pecple of
South Atrica. and
particularly e
fighting forces. wh
are moslt suffering Uy
AV ag e o f aprar thea o
vl e e in v e

& countrv. We have = e
wd 1nterest in SERCUITT MO
the espeediest and meies

oL

Mass rally held in Mayfair in support of |-:|elalnees




Mal}es

peaceful

the conflict ans
possible. The problem
is how to aet the

to commit itself

solution.

reaime
ta this

I ORDER o
THE REGIME 10
MEAMNITNGF UL
I HERE WILL
AN ESCALATION QF

FRESSLIRE BHOTH
MAaTIONALLY AND

INTERMAT TONALL Y .

resolution of

FERSUADE
AGREE  T0
MEGOTIATIONS
HAVE T0 RE

1t will have no ontion
bt to acceds Lo e
EMNCUTmous  pressure to
commit itsel f to a
aenuine process of
neaotiations. It must
be made impossible for
it to persue the onlv
other option avai]@hié

to it—-a protracted and
bloody war.
REFORE THE REGIHE Ca

FERSUADE US THAT 1T IS

Caboubt in

neantiations. as Murphy
oo cbier paal it short ] v
Lefore he was detained
s "How can we Lalk ot

neactiations when those

people  we sav are  ovl
leaders  who should  be

leadina us to the
conterence table Er e

put 1o dail?

How can  we bheain to
telk o f neagpciations
wh 2 wer cannot freeslv
hotd mesetinoas. or move

o task [}

3
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RELEASE NELSON' MANDELA:
RELEASE ALL POLITICAL
PRISONERS! This call is coming from
all over the world. All over South Africa
people are saying this. In fact, they are
demanding this and are fighting for this

SERIOUS ABOUT
lhe strucale has to be MEGOTIATIONS. 1T WiLl Graanlsilnag pecple 1n a
ecscalated so that the HAVE TO TakEFE A NUMBREK demﬁﬁratic wav without
reailme has ne OF BASIC STEFS  WHICH running the risk  of
albtermnative buk to WILL CREATE THE being incarcerated. (814
commit itsel to FOLITICAL CLIMATE FOR whien military and
meaninaful MEGOTIAT IONS. priice hold sWay?
nedotiations. By [ Tie UQF gannmt attaah
imﬁnrtant part of that Ve need far more  tbthan ]Fﬁ ﬁ1mﬁ1§urﬁ t o .anv
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PROSPECTS FOR NEGOTIATION
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climate in which
neagotiations are
politically viable, the
following minimum

measures would have to
be implemented)

1. The release of all
political prisoners (
convicted and
awaitinag trial) and
detainees. and the
unconditional return

of all exiles.
Obviouslv our leaders
cannot take part in
the neaotiation process
from behind prison
bars orout=side the
countrv. 3

2. The unbannina of khe
AN ancl all banned
oraanisations:

the outlawed liberation
movement wowuld have to
be free to fullwv
consult with the people
and the entire
democratbtic mEvement in
or der to obtain a
mandate to enter into
neaontiations.

3. The police and SADF
would have to be
withdrawn from the
townships and villiaaes
and confined to their

tarracks. This is
necessary to create a
climate of free and
open dizscussion. 20
that apartheid forces
are unable to

intimidate and harrass
people to prevent them
from meetinag about anv
proposed neaotiations.
Apartheid viagilantes
and death squads  wonld
lhave to be dismantled.
4. Tor the same reason.

CONT.

restricting
assembl v.press
freedom.

epeech would
repealed.All
repressive laws such
detention

have to be

as would all
restrictinag
of movement .
Eantu=tan
includinao
so-called

repeal ed.
freedom
authorities
independent’
hantustans
to be stripped of
equivalent

freedom to oroanise

Emeraency will
throuwahout
countrv.
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widelv recoani sed
protaconists

aovernment

oy,
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HHY

s
and Ehe AR and its
allies on the ol her.
Any attempt hv Lhiee

reaime to impose round
table

discussions consisting
of parties it rhose=s to
nenatiate with will be
reiectedd A A
transparent attemnt to
dictate the outcome of
negotiatinons. Ihe
democratic forces will

reject anv attemptes (o
intreducre  a froee-for

all where forces either
peripheral to Lhe
contlict (Frinaoe
forces) or forces whiich
more correctly belonag

b the obher sivle  of
" the table (anti-—
democrabtic forces) are
Tumped Loaether  wilh
those leaders and
oraani=ations whi o h
have the standinag,

authority  and mandate
te speal on behal £ (&13
the people. Coversely,
the organisatione whyicol

epearheaded the
libheration struanle
will determine by
thed - allies are. Ay
attempts tor e loce
leaders ard
oraanisations  on the
hasis that thev  are
unacceptable to the

el me ., vievttl ol &l s, he
reiected.
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Arv. negotiations  thal
tilke place would have
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consultations,
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accountability.
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form of neagoltiations,
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international powers or
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facilitating tlyes
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Africa.
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people of South
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Cape Town
awails his

arrivai

LOCAL organisations are making efforts to get ANC leader
Govan Mbeki to address a mass raily in Cape Town.

A committee consisting of various organisations has already
been set up to prepare for his visit to Cape Town.

The commitlee consists of organisations like the United Democra-
tic Front, the National Education Crisis Committee, the Congress of
South African Trade Unions, the Cape Youth Congress, the United
Womens Congress and several other groups.

According to sources, the 77-year-
oid Mbeki is eager to wisit Caoe
Town, It is believed that he will e n
Cape Town the first weekend of
Decermber

cxcitement s Buldding up in Most
parts of Cape Town as local Hrgani-
sations. arra commettees and sup-
ot arougs beain preoarng for Nis

ar-wal
Aiready ‘housands of pamnnlets
pasters and sbckers have baen 1.51-

ributed *hraugtaul the oty and aven

-

noine rural

w

3rassrorts noke o regicdents ol

Cape Town townships about the
release of Mbeki who had spent 23
years in prison. A worman from KTC
squatter camp who did not want to
be named said that it was the strug-
qle of the people that released Mbeki
"The Governmant id not release
sim an humanitarian grounds”, she
sad.

Sha called for the release of Nei-
son Mandela ind all other political
ArsoSners,

A -esident of New Crossroads said
\ihear nas heen mprisoned for his
sobef o freecdoim "or al peaple

Santa arrives early in PE

THE day Govan Mbcki entered the
townships of Port Elizabeth, all traf-
fic laws were liberated,

People hung ont the sides of fast
moving taxis, children and old wom-
en danced on the sidewalks and
crowds of people foyi-royied after
the cream-coloured car which carried
Mbeki through the streets,

Govan Archibald Mvunyelina Mbe-
ki, the former chairman of the African
National Congress, this week entercd
Port Elizabeth’s New Brighton town-
ship for the first time in 23 years.

His arrival was described by one
enthusiastic onlooker as an carly visit
from Father Christmas: “le came
from the cold and brought so much
warmth. His presence has brightened
the lives of so many suffering people.
They have hope again, It is like an
carly Christmas present.”

Mbeki's car moved off and taxis,
scooters and private vchicles joined
the motorcade. Television crews
perched on the bonnets of cars, film-
ing the procession and photographers
hung out of the windows.,

The stream of cars grew into a river
as oncoming tralfic, pushed to the
side of the road, turned around and
joined in the procession. The noise of
hooting cars could not drown the
singing and shouts from the streets:
“"Mbeki is back, afier 23 years on
Robben Island, Viva Mbeki, he is
home."”

Mbecki sat with clenched fist, smil-

g at the jubilant reception,

By EDYTH BUIBRING and
MBULCLO LINDA

Fruitsellers abandoned their wares
to follow the cars and shack dwellers
Tef: their homes to line the streets and!
call their greetings. An excited wom-
an jumped into the air, lost her bal-
ance and fell on the sidewalk. She
laughed and, undcterred, chased after
the cars. Traffic jams ‘ensued as
young people crowded streets and
surrounded the car.

A man was knocked down by a car.
But he picked himself up and limped
off, waving his clenched fist, his in-
juries forgotten,

A passing Casspir went on its way,
ignoring the procession. Fishermen
and boaters on the Swartkops River
raised their fists when they heard the
name Mbeki.

When the car stopped, residents
crowded around it and sang “Bab
uMbeki Yinkokeli” (Our fath
Mbeki, is our leader).

An old scooter weaved precariously
in and out of the cars when the driver
stood up, clenched his fist and shout-
ed slogans. Three youths tobogganed
on the top of a taxi roofrack and peo-
ple spilled in and out of the cars
which rode bumper to bumper.

“If this is the reception for Mbeki,
can you imagine what it will be like
on the day of liberation,” said a wom-
an ?)rcsscd in ‘the colours of the ANC.
— Pen

Mbeki
leaves
Jo’burg for
home town

By Jo-Anne Collinge

Released African National Con-
gress leader Mr Govan Mbeki
left  Johannesburg yesterday
morning for his home cily of
Port Elizabeth where he was set
to enter the township of New
Brighton for the first lime in 23
years,

Mr Mbeki's exit from Johan-
neshurg was quiet in compari-
son to his arrival two days ear-
lier, when about 500 supporters
and scores of journalists turned
out al Jan Smuts Airport.

A group of 60 politicians and
trade unionists accompanied
him to the airport yesterday, ac-
cording to United Democtatic
Front president Mrs Albettina
Sisulu. at whose home_ he spent
the weekend. :

Mr Mheki (77) gave a 45-mi-
nule press conference on Satur-
day. At the conference his in-
tended role in South African pol-
itics was indicated.

It was announced thal he was
prepared Lo intervene to end
violence bhetween groups with
opposing political views, wher-
ever it might occur, including
Maritzburg.

Mr Mbeki is" restricted from
being quoted unless ministerial
permission is granted, No such
permission was given for the
Johannesburg press conference.

Al his first press conference
in PPort IElizabeth, where he
could be  freely quoled, Mr
Mbeki made it clear he was still
a communist and a member of
the ANC.

The Minister of .Justice has
wiarned the media that Mr
Mbeki may not be quoted.

Immediately after Saturday's
press conference a crowd of
abou' 200, who had heen singing
in the Jobby outside the hall,
crowded in o greet Mr Mbeki.
There were tense mom: nts out-
sitle Khotso House a short while |
later when the erowd left the |
building still singing loudly. :

They eame face Lo face with a |
contingent of riol and security
police, but dispersed without in- l
cident .

My Mheki then attend- ! a pri-
vate lunch to which pee e who
had known him befare his trial
and hife imprisonment were in-
vitedl On Saturday evening, he
was feted at a larger funetion at
St Barnahas Sehool in Bosmont,

® See Pages 3 and 4,



- YOUTHS danced

the emotional toyi-

toyi, sang freedom songs, chanted slogans
I'and gave the clenched fist salute when
“African National Congress leader Mr

Govan Mbeki, 77,

returned to a hero's
Elizabeth’s hlack

- townships .6n Sunday — after a 25-year

welcome in Port
ence.
It was [ike a

pilgrimage to the
townships he first
came to during 1955 as
local editor of New
Age.

Mr Mbeki, who was
released on Thursday Jast
week after serving 23
years of a life sentence for
sabotage, appeared
touched by the tumul-
tuous welcome.

With him was his 71-

SAPA

year-old wife, Mrs
Epainette Mbeki, his
attorney, Mrs Priscilla
Jana and members of the
Inter - Denominational
African Ministers Asso-
ciation of South Africa,

On his arrival at the H
F Verwoerd Airport in
Port Elizabeth he was
met by a group of people.
Among them was the
former president of the
Port FElizabeth Black
“ivic Organisation, Dr J
Moodliar, and a contin-
gent of local and foreign
television and wmedia
representatives,

- -
Visit

On learning about Mr
Mheki's planned visit to
the townships, people,
young and old, including
former Robben Island
prisoners and members
of community-based
organisations, started

To Page2»

{JDF condemns police action

I'he TIDF has condemned
(he “unprovoked police
altack” on UDF activisls
and sympathisers who as-
semhbled at Jan Smuts
Airport on Saturday night
to welcome released
ANC leader Mr Govan
Mbeki, a spokesman for
{he national executive of
the UDF said.

The UDF alleged thal
several  people  were
seriously injured, specta-
cles broken and clothing

and personal possessions
lost in the mélée that fol-
Jowed the altack.

Senior UDTF and Cosatu
officials, who were pres-
ent, mainfained crowd
discipline and urged the
400-0dd crowd nol to sing
or lend themselves Lo po-
lice  provocation, the
spokesman said.

“The UDF is convinced
that the police delibera-
tely ecreated a sitnation
which ean be used 1o han

or prohibil the receptior
meelings, press confer
ences and olher ceremon-
ies heing arranged for Mr
Mbeki.

“We demand that an
independent commission
of inquiry be instituted at
which  journalists  and
other ohservers can {es-
tify to the exemplary be-
haviour of the people in
contrast to the brutality
the police unteashed ™ the
spokesman <aid - Snann

Return of hero

< From Page 1

gathering outside the
Qeqe service station in
Ferguson Road where
they waited for him for
more than an hour.

After having lunch in
town, Mr Mbeki's car,
driven by the Rev
Mcebisi Xundu, arrived
at a service station at
about 245 pm where he
alighted to greet the hlind
former treason trialist,
Mr Phakama Simon
Mkalipi, who is also a
patron of the Eastern
Cape regional branch of
the United Democratic
Front.

Before the motorcade
left the service station on
its tour of the townships,
the crowd sang a freedom
song, giving the clenched
fist salute and dancing
the toyi-toyi.

The procession which
started with about 20
cars swelled to more than
100 as others joined on
the way.

The motorcade travel-
led through New
Brighton, Kwazakhele,
Zwide, Soweto, Veeplaas
and Motherwell and
there were frenzied
scenes as people,

- attracted by the singing

and hooting of the
vehicles, rushed out of
their homes to line the
streets to wave at Mr
Mbeki.

Some joined in the

singing, chanting of
slogans ‘“viva Mbeki",
“*Govan is ours,” “Viva
ANC" and “Mayibuye",
and the toyi-toyi
dancing.

The motorcade stop-
ped at St Peter's
Anglican Church,
Spondo Road, in Zwide,
where Mr Mbeki briefly
addressed a crowd,
among whom were
another former Pehco
president, Mr Zolile
Skosana, who shook
hands with Mr Mbeki.

From his speech —
which may not be
reported because he is
“listed” — it was clear
that Mr Mbeki was both
moved and happy to be
back in the townships.
Some of the women wore
Yhn-a traditional attire.

—

| Welcome -
from UDF.

THE United Democratic
iFront welcomed Govan
‘Mbeki home and hOPu
“he will still be with us in
‘our struggle in /

'struction of apartheid,”
, UDF president Mrs Al-
bertina Sisulu said last

mnight.
Asked whether she
|thought it likely that

|other f ditical prisoners
would soon be released,
IMI: Sisulu said that since
1985 there had been ru-
mours that Nelson Man-
dela would be released,
but he is still imprisoned.
—Sapa,



The ailing
man who
rose from
bed to greet
his friend

By MONO BADELA

WHEN 74-year-old ailing Simon §

Phakama Mkalipi heard Govan Mbeki
had been released, and that he was

going through New Brighton, he got :

up and walked.

Blind for more than 28 years, he "

found it difficult at first. But the
" thought of being reunited with fellow
treason trialist Mbeki, “gave him
strength — it drove him on", said
mdkalipi’s wife, haria Mkalipi.

- alipi may not be quoted — like |

Mbeki, he is a listed communist.

He met the man he regards as his
leader on Sunday when Mbeki re-
tumed triumphantly to Port Elizab-
eth’s townships after a short trip to
Johannesburg.

It was, as Mana Mkalipi says, “a
joyous reunion of comrades in arms.

“You see my husband has what is
known as an inner vision. He said he
could see Mbeki very clearly,” said
Maria Mkalipi.

“He now realises that freedom is
just around the corner. He is now
very hopeful that his other leader,
Nelson Mandela, will soon be
home.”

Mkalipi's mecting with Mbeki was
brief but, according to his wife, a
much longer ar;-ntment has been
fixed for the two ANC stalwans,

But Mkalip: has not lost his power
<R ¢nchant and inspire people with his
* ?ision of an undivided South Afnica,

free of racism and exploitation.

He was unbanned in 1968, after be-
ing confined to KwaZakhele for five
years. Today he is a patron of the
Port Elizabeth region of the United
Democratic Front.

Mkalipi was born in 1913 in Gra-
hamstown and came to Port Elizabeth

in 1939 where he worked for a cigar-

.

In a moving moment

czgt:;:ompany. He joined the ANC in
1943,

He was active in the Defiance Cam-
paign of 1952 and led several march-
es in Port Elizabeth in protests
against Pass Laws, the Group Areas
Act and increased rents and bus
fares.

Mkalipi was in Kliptown when the
Congress of the People adopted the
Freedom Charter in 1956.

That year he defied an order not to
attend a prayer meeting in Graham-
stown and was sentenced to eight
months imprisonment.

One December afternoon, while
serving his sentence, the security po-
lice arrived with a warrant for his ar-
rest. He was taken to Port Elizabeth
where he was told he was charged
with of high treason.

Simon Mkalipi (ri

- : Abads "&M&"&iﬁ:m’-&n g
ght) is reunited with former colleague Govan Mbeki
Picture: WALTER DHLADHLA, AFP
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In the Northend Prison he joined former collcague to meet Mbeki on

many former ANC leaders like Pro-
fessor ZK Mathews, Cannon James
Calata, Mbeki, Raymond Mhlaba,

Vuyisile Mini, Caleb Mayekiso, Flor-

ence Mavekiso and Frances Baard.

He was flown to Johanneshurg and
Jocked in the Fort Every deyv, duning
the prehminary penod of the mara-
thon treason tnal, he would be hand-
cuffed and escorted to the Dnill Hall
to join his colleagues. The state lost
the case in 1961 and all 156 accused
were acquitted.

It was in 1958 during the trial that
Mkalipi became blind. Maria Mkalipi
claimed her husband was pushed and
fell on his forehead while serving his
sentence in Grahamstown.

@ Canzibe Ngxiki, another ex-
Robben Island prisoner, was the first

Friday morning. When charged with
furthering the aims of the ANC,
Ngxiki called on Mbeki and life pris-
oner Raymond Mhlaba to give evi-
dence in his defence in the Cradock
Regional Court

Ngu forced his way through the
crowded hotel lobby and entered
Mbeki's suite. After seemng him he
said he was convinced that Mbek
still had a major role to play in the
ant-apartheid struggle,

Also making a pilgrimage to meet
an old friend was Mayford Mfazwe,
59, a veteran ANC campaigner who
has spent about 20 years in banish-
ment after serving a five-year sen-
tence on Robben Island.

“People are very excited about
Mbeki’s release,” Mfazwe said.



L4 Wbl WA,

NYYVINVEL v W e,y 1990

How a schoolboy’s

‘rage turned Mbeki
towards Marxism

|
| WHEN Govan Mbeki spoke about
how he came to embrace Marxist po-
litical thought, two themes emerged.

One was the memory of police bru-
tality on the streets of Johannesburg,
which had etched itself into his mem-
ory when he was still a high school
student.

The other was what he perceived to
be the failure of the church to inter-
vene in the wake of attempts to re-
move the franchise from Africans.

Mbeki was born on July 8, 1910 at

Mpukane location in the Ngamakwe
district of Transkei. He was the
youngest of five children. His father
was a chief, Sikelewu Mbeki, and his
mother, Johanna Mabola, was the
{ daughter of a Mcthodist missionary.
i He told me how, at the age of eight,
| he saw his family — along with
! many other black people in the Trans-
' kei — being “robbed of their land”.

His father’s forebears had moved to
Ngamakwe when the Zulu king
Shaka was still attempting to consoli-
date his rule in Natal in the face of
widespread resistance.

Nqamakwe was one of seven dis-
tricts in which areas were fixed for
“white occupation”. According to
Mbeki, this meant there would be no
further allocation of land for local
black residents.

He first came into contact with the
African National Congress at the age
of 14, while in Std 4. A parish priest,
Rev Mhlongo of the Independent
Methodist Church, held fund-raising
concerts for the ANC which were at-
tended by local children. During the
concerts, Mhlongo explained the
aims and objects of the Congress.

As a high school pupil at Heald-
town, Mbeki recalled, he was also

Govan Mbekl, quiet man of
the Rivonia trialists, has
given no Interviews since
his release. But he did givé
one interview earlier this
year, to journalist THAMI
MKHWANAZI — then a
fellow Robben Island
prisoner — in which he
described his conversion to
communism

touched by the poverty he saw
among whites in the Transkei. There
had been a breakdown in subsistence
farming among Afrikaners, who had
been hit by natural disasters, and
many had resorted to roaming the
country for work.

The Mbeki family — with their
cattle, sheep, goals, poultry and
horses — was relatively well-off by
the standards of black South Africa.
“Many whites came to our house ask-
ing for food and shelter,” he told me.
They stayed overnight.

These events — unusual in South
Africa — took place against the back-
ground of the National Party's ag-
gressive “gwart gevaar” propaganda
campaign, a tactic used to remove the
franchise from Africans. i

Mbeki became increasingly Wisillu-
sioned with Christianity. “There
seemed to be no answer,” he said. “]
thought the church would stop
(Prime Minister JB) Hertzog. But it
seemed to do nothing. This under-
mined my confidence in the church.
My mind was in turmoil.”

Mbeki's first experience of trade
unionism came in the late 1920s,
when he acted as an interpreter —

W
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from English to Xhosa — for his
cousin Robert Mbeki, a prominent
figure in the Industrial and Commer-
cial Workers Union.

Mbeki had got his own political ca-
reer off the ground when he formed,
with other students, the Transkei Stu-
dents’ Association: “With all the no-
ble ideas of youth, the move was to
improve the conditions of the op-
pressed and exploited people.”

In 1929, in the year-end vacation,
Zizi — his clan name — travelled to
Johannesburg to visit his sister, who
ran a shebeen near Doomnfontein to
augment the family income. It was on

¥ Johannesburg's strects that he had

his first direct'experience of brutality
perpetrated against blacks in the ur-
ban areas. He recalled “regular police
harassment for pass offences and il-
licit liquor." The raids, which were
almost daily occurrénces, were ac-
companied by beatings, he said.

“1 was helplessly angry at what 1
noticed, but had no answer for the
state of affairs,” he said.

Am answer emerged for Mbeki in
1933, when as a matric student in the
high school section of Fort Hare Uni-
versity he came into contact with left-
wing political activist Dr Fddie Roux,
a botanist,

Mbeki remembered Roux pitching a
tent on the slopes of Sandile's Kop
near the university. The young stu-
deént was invited to the tent by a sen-
ior colleague, Emest Mancoba, where
they heard the botanist give lectures
on communism.



Mbeki - champion

Koux was a member of the Com-
; munist Party of South Africa, and
" had been a leading light in the Young
Communist League. His “tent lec-
tures” — which went on for two
weeks — had a tremendous effect on
Mbeki, providing an explanation for
the plight of the “oppressed and ex-
ploited masses”.

Then, in 1934, an “Afro-American”
teacher named Max Yergan came to
South Africa to establish a Christian
Union at Fort Hare. After building a
hall, he travelled back to the United
States and also spent some time in the
Soviet Union. When he returned to
Fort Ilare, said Mbeki, “he was no
longer the Max Yergan we had
known — concerned only with
church work”. :

Yergan, who remained at Fort Hare
for another year, was invited to deliv-
er lectures on communism and fas-
cism to the political science class. At
the time, Mbeki was reading the sub-
ject as one of his majors for a Bache-
lor of Arts degree.

Mbeki became friendly with Yergan
who, he said, invited him to his home
and “fed him" with literature. One of
the first books his friend gave him
was Lenin's State and Revolution.

The friendship with Roux was also
maintained, and in 1946 Mbeki con-

tributed a volume on co-operatives to

Roux’s Cape Town-based publishing ~

concern, The African Bookman.

In his final year at university, he
wrote an article for the college maga-
zine criticising a book by Edgar
Brooks, who referred to “coloureds”
as “the sins of our forefathers".

Mbeki argued strongly for the inte-
gration of races as a solution to South
Africa's problems. The university's
principal, Alexander Kerr, took ex-
ception to his article, and ordered him
to withdraw it. He refused, and the
issue never appeared.

The years 1934-1935 saw the intro-
duction of the “Native Bills” which
were intended to remove Africans
from the voters’ common roll. Mbeki
participated in the activities of the “All
African Convention"” established in
Bloemfontein to fight the Bills.

It was during this time that he
worked during school holidays for
the CNA in Johannesburg. He said
he learned about the problems of
workers from this personal experi-
ence: poor wages eamed by blacks as
well as confrontation with the police
in matters of labour relations.

He recalled how during the Depres-
sion whites were placed in superviso-
ry positions even though they did not

know the job. Then an undergradn-
ate, Mbeki was fired for organising
the workers.

After completing his degree he
asked the then treasurer of the ANC,
Dr AB Xuma. to take him on as na-
tional organiser. “I asked him to pay
me £8 a month,” he said. Xuma re-
fused, saying the ANC had no funds
and that at 26, Mbeki was young
enough to find a job elsewhere.

Mbeki turned to teaching, at the
same time writing a book, Transkei
in the Making. It was published by
Verulum Press in 1939 and serialised
in the magazine, The New South Af-
rican Qutlook.

After reading the series two men
running a printing business offered
Mbeki the editorship of a newspaper
they were planning in exchange for
rights to the series. He accepted. The
paper was called The Territorial Mag-
azine and later, Inkundla ya Bantu,
and he cdited it until 1944.

The rest of Mbeki’s history is well-
known; and at the time of his arrest,
he was a member of the High Com-
mand of the ANC's military wing,
Umkhonto weSizwe, and of the Cen-
tral Committee of the Communist

Party.
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UNRAVELLING
THE MEANING
OF MBEKI'S
RELEASE -

VIEWS FROM THE GOVERNMENT

AND THE PROGRESSIVE FORCES




While the Govan Mbeki
release Is at least a tacit
acknowledgement by the
government that its ‘real
opposition’ Is the ANC,
Winnie Mandela Is wary of
the flood of ‘over-optimistic’
expectations that the
release of Nelson Mandela
may follow. THAMI
MKHWANAZI reports

WINNIE Mandela has cautioned

against “over-optimistic expectations”

following the release of African Na-
tional Congress leader Govan Mbeki.

The influential activist, wife of the
ANC’s best-known leader, believes
the release reflects government weak-
ness — but has called upon “the op-
pressed and exploited™ people of
South Africa to react with “restraint,
caution and circumspection”.

Mandela belicves the government's
gagging of Mbeki is an “admission
that he has not lost his influence
among the downtrodden”,

The decision to release the veteran
resistance figure, she claimed, reflect-
ed government recognition that “they
had failed to defuse escalating resis-
tance against apartheid".

It was also an acknowledgement
that the “real opposition” in South Af-
rica was the ANC, not the Conserva-
tive or Progressive Federal parties,
she said.

‘The restrictions placed on Mbeki —
he is “listed” and may not be quoted
— were a safeguard against his
words triggering off an irreversible
wave of resistance.

But Mandela wamed that it is custo-
mary for oppressed people to expect
the release from prison of their au-
theatic leaders to be followed by free-
dom. Mbeki thus fad a “tremendous
responsibility”, as people could be-
come demoralised if radical changes

did not quickly follow his release.

1ll-thought-out actions could be
used by the government to keep other
political prisoners in jail, said Mande-
Ja. Violent action such as the police
baton-charge on crowds waiting to
greet Mbeki at Jan Smuts airport
should be seen as a “mischievous lac-
tic” which was intended to be pro-
vocative.

She said the release of Mbeki was a
“gamble”, a short-term plan to take
the steam out of the sanctions and
disinvestment dchate, and give
“ammunition” to potential allies like

Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatch-
er.

Mandela said the government |
should have heeded the warning giv- |
en by the Rivonia trialists, including

Mbeki, more than 20 years ago —

they had predicted that apartheid

would lead to escalating violence.
She found it “strange that the gov-

ermment now gives us back — after |

more than two decades in jail — the

very man who with the others pre-

dicted the present violence.”
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Winnie Mandel

It was also 00a, sue s, ta e
South African government once ad-
vised Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian
Smith to release imprisoned political
Jeaders, and yet did not draw lessons
from their own advice.

Mandela said Smith would have
saved more than 45 000 lives had he
done in the Tiger Talks in the Sixties
what he was lorced to do at Lancaster
House more than a decade later.

In response to persistent reports in
the Afrikaans press, which praised
the government for “demystilying”

Mbeki, Mandela said the demands of
“the people” on the ANC leader
would be heavy: they would expect
him to bring freedom, not be seen as
a “toothless bulldog”.

Beeld had commented that “The
myth has suddenly become a human
being who must — like all other citi-
zens — abide by the law.,

“Mbeki must realise that he has
played his role and that he now has
the choice either to withdraw from
politics or to exert a moderate in-
fluence on South Africa. Because ¥
surely is the pne person wha st
know that there is no L e of a
successful revolution — having had
23vearstopor. "
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A VICTORY FOR THE PEOPLE

THE release of Govan Mbeki has filled the hearts of

millions of South Africans with joy. Many see it as a slep

towards ullimate victory. It is the struggle of our people

that has secured his release. Grassroots looks al why he

was released and what possible future moves can be
rxpncted.

THE release of Govan Mb.ki is a
victory for the struggling people of
South Africa. For years we have struggl-
ed for the release of all of ome leaders.
The names of Mandela, Sisulu, Mhbcki
and all the Rivonia trialists have been on
the lips of thousands of South Africans.
And all over the world, streets aml
buildings are named aflter these Rivonia
comrades to remind people of our
sstruggle here in South Africa,

In 1985. Botha showed that he felt the
pressure of the demands for the release
of our leaders. e said he would relense
our leades if they would “renounce
vinlenee™, Mandela replied for all politi-
cal prisoners when he rejected Rotha's
ofter. He said that it was the regime that
should renounce violence, and that he
and his comrades would not turn their
hacks on the ANC. The Rivonia prison-
ers, sail Mandcla, were answerable 1o
the people, not to Botha,

In the mass strugeles of 1985 and
1986, the regime was shaken. Mandela
and the ANC became central issues in
the South  Afrnican crisis. The
international  community, as well as
important Botha allies like hig busines-

entire

ses. bepan o echo the eall to release the
Rivonia comrades and unban the ANC.
Fven *homeland’ leaders ke Buthelezi
nsisted on the release of Mandela before
they would consider working in Botha's
new National Council.

The people had made Mandela and
his comrades such o key Dactor that the
Botha regime could no longer pretend
that they were not an issue,

Desperate to regain the political initia-
tive, the regime changed the laws so that
they could release political prisoners on
humanitarian® grounds. They could
then release the Rivonia comrades with-
out being seen to back down politically.
Thev even threw in the release of o
couple of AWRB terrorists (o try and
cialm
whites.

down  the anger of right wing

They hope that they can relense some
of the Rivonia prisoners - mavhe even
Mandela - with the minimum political
disruption. The State of Fmerpency is
desipned to stop us giving these leaders
the welcome they deserve. The repime
hopes that releasing a few prisoners will
win them more support from overseas
povernments and from clements in the
community (like Buthelezi) who they
want to pull in to their schemes.

Mbeki's release is a test case I there
are no major upheavals, thev will release
others. Wit
they are tryving to say to us s “keep ealin
and we'll release these prisoners™.

This that the
repime 18 weak, Not only has it Gailed
through 23 vears of jmprisonment 1o
mike South Africa and the world Torget
Mandela - now they are forced to relense
him before they can get their own plans
poing.,

Giovan

Possibly even Mandela,

new strategy shows

Mbeki has strack a0 hanther
blowe, e made it clear when he eanme
out that he is still 1 member of the ANC
and of the Somth African Communist
Partv, and that he has oot champeed Tos
position, This gives the liberation move-
ment a lowd public vowe ophit inside
Sonth Afviea.

While Mbeki has been peleased, and
more mav follow, we must not hack
down on onr demands. All oor leaders
in poson and detention must be released
And we demiand the right 1o hear them -
Mbeki may stll not be guoted becanse
he is fhisted”. We demand that the ANC
and all other orgamsations be imbunmed
And we demiand that the Peaple Shall
the
mands, There must be growing pressines

Cuonern, as Freedom Clenter e
on the regime to meet these demaneds
thev cannot be allowed 1o sit hack alter
releasing a few prisoners.

Govan Mbeki has come ont o o
chanped world, Rot the most importang
dilference wothat victon sy for the people
now i sipht, even fon the suling eves of
the apemg comrvde.




‘Not a new dawn,
says Buthelezi

ULUNDI. — Govan Mbeki's release
would be hailed abroad and locally,
but “the release of one political leader
does not hail a new political dawn,”
Chief Minister of KwaZulu and Inka-

tha President, Dr Mangosuthu Buthe-

lezi said in a statement last night.

“One swallow does not make a sum-
mer and one prominent political leader
released does not herald a new politi-
cal dawn.

“I pray that the release of Mr Mbeki
will yet prove to be the coo of the dove
which heralds the coming dawn,” Dr
Buthelezi said.

The release of Mr Mbeki could have
vast implications for South African
politics, he said.

Backing
for Mbeki
from Umsa

By Mckeed Kotlolo,
Pretoria Bureau

The  United  Municipal-
ities  of  Senth  Afriea
(11msa) which called

ferr the uneonditional re-
fonse of all politieal pris-
npens has welecomed
the releace of Mr Govan
el o7 and sopported
hic confidenee in the peli-
Heeoof nepotiation and
peace il pursnit of the
iihoration of hiacks,

A prese statement by
dun asked  the
e resident and his
("ahinet “to lake holder
steps by going further
and immediately release
Nelson Mandela, Waller
Sisulu and others so that

LRE TS

{he climate should be
created  accordingly to
normalise the political

<ituation in this country™.
It further appealed to
the State President to
push ahead with recon-
crbcrtion and let the rest
ol the palitieal prisoners
their  families  al
e
Voooreprel that no po
il
Na

mm

I penennen
i b the
ool Couneil, il ever
veoepecfulty nnd o effer

't ol it han

| Tae gl
By raerprntin b b by
TRIAGLE

boas A Mbeka
et and N Sisn-

pove vl

The South African government was
shackling its “democratic feet™ when it
imprisoned Black leaders in 1963.

It was not only Blacks who would
gain from the release of political pris-
oners, but every population group, he
added.

The rclcasa of Mr Mbeki and others
would not initself be sufficient to give
the State President the credibility that
he needed to do what he has publicly
undertaken to do, Dr Buthelezi said.

It was however a start.

“Mr Mbeki’s release will re-vitalise
hopes that Nelson Mandela, Mr Seph
Mothopeng and all political prisoners
will be released,” he said. — Sapa.



By BRIAN STU' =7 leadar, gaid the
DR Andrics ‘Ireur- go‘e ment was '’ on_a
nicht, Cnngemuve dangorous course” in

ANNOUNCING the re-
lease of the prisoners yes-
terday," the Minister of
Justice, Mr Kobie Coet-
see said the State Presi-
dent’s announcement in
__the House of Assembly
_on August 13, 1967, that
_ the reloase policy which
applied to prisoners in
general would in future
apply to security. pris-
oncrs as well, had re-
sulted in the releases.

“In this regard the
State President requested
me to consider seriously
the case of prisoner Go-
van Mbeki and | thus re-
quested the various advi-
sory bodies who deal with
the consideration and rec-
ommendation of the re-
lease of prisoners, includ-
ing the advisory release
board under
chairmanship of Judge
Kumleben, to advise on

releasing political pris-
-oners. but the Progres-
sive Federal Party has
welcomed the move.

Dr Treurnicht said the
release of Govan Mbeki
and other political pris-
oners was “a calculuted
risk” by the government,
but the CP had doubts
about it.

" There was a danger of
releasing people on hu-
mani'1rian grounds, only
to fird that they had not
forsworn violence. lead-
ing to the possibility of re-
arrest.

“I believe the govern-
ment is on a dangerous
course if it releases

| cratic

[‘l‘l'""‘|f withont them re-
nouncing violence.”

The views and position

of Mbeki in the' ANC, in
particular, were well-
known, said Dr Treur-
nicht.

Mr Dave Dalling, PFP
spokesman on  justice,
welcomed the release. He
said Mbeki had served
more than 20 years im-
prisonment,

He described yester-
day's announcement of
the release by Mr Kobie
Coetsee, Minister of Jus-
tice, as “a very welcome
development.

“It is to be hoped that
this will be the precursor
of the release of other
well-known political pris-
oners,

“If these other releases
take place it could be a

- significant beginning to

_ help create the climate for

, real negotiation on a new
constitution,” said Mr
Dalling.

t The National Demo-

Movement wel-

i comed the release of Go-

Dangerous course,
says Treurnicht

itical priconers. “We sin-
cerely hope that this is a
forerunner, of the release
of more political leaders
in prison or in detention,”
the movement said in a
statement last night.

The NDM hoped that
Mbeki would be allowed
to freely participate in the
political process.

Should he be restricted
his release would have no
meaning.

“We hope that this will
open up the urgent de-
bate on the unbanning of
the ANC, because unless
their leaders can take part
freely as respected rep-
resentatives of that orga-
nisation the political pro-
cess cannot be opened up
in order to resolve the

conflict in South Africa.

The Five Freedoms Fo-
rum also welcomed the
release of Mbeki after
50 many years of im-
prisonment, but guestions
that not all political pris-

oners have been released.
the Five Freedoms Forum
said last night.

M‘“ and other pol-  — Sapa.
‘Continuocus process”
following prisoners who by the coming festive sea-
had served more than 20 son, approved that 3
years of their sentences: (three) months amnesty
G Mbeki, J Nkosi. be granted to all sen-
i 5 tenced prisoners who are
Furthermore it has o will be in South Afri-
‘been  decided that in .cupn prisonson 1 Decems”
m:" m"“a:r;:? ber 1987 excluding certain
security prisoners - sesocios suth am®" * -
sobane, W S Tshikila and B :
' V T Masuku received re- ® Crimes of violence
mission of sentence to (under certain condit-
such an extent and that ‘)Rn i
they now can be released. pe (under certain " . L - o
‘!D)enemlusﬂlcﬁom conditions). woa. EC3eE EZ%‘.‘S%%
have been finalised today @ Robbery (under cer- SEveurs.wE OBHeEE
(Thursday). The release tain conditions). gg_g-_g o gf g » '6:5 " g
icy as announced will @ Security prisoners. S @ EL£ e’ ZET6d
E:l?pphod in the usual @ Prisoners sentenced g:9§ 522:§§=' ;EE‘E&E:“:
manner as & continuous i;:errmof;:mmluted %;Eé &“3%§§-:§';“633
NSETESSIons. = 9 v w =5 0 2 3 —
; Z3865 X8G5 T SaPE
i . @ Prisoners sentenced SeZ v Le Y Criely
I!asnlso Rp for refusing to testify. E& 5< 9;__—.—-‘:59'2 = e Bl
that in terms of Section 69 280 ,~ATRed giT 5.0F
: © Stock theft etc. vo 8= 2 25T 87 2
(1) of the Prisons Act, . iBoe S exm=g8 gEL }_g‘,‘g
1959 (No B of 1959) as “The complete list, due g0 L9 ZETE £5¢ : =
amended the State Presi-  to its length is not pub- = _,gg-&ago,«ég ¥goe=, 8
dent has granted special  lished, and interested par- p ‘cij s v EDS58 $E=E .9
1<) 1 i H Al 1 BE}‘\:CQ,‘_‘.LH.-
remission of sentence to  ties can obtain more in- X 4emg 0.-3 g8 S Ad
Prisoners J D Viljoen and  formation from the lini- L IR c o o =

the possible reloase of
prisoner Mbeki and a
number of identified pris-
oners.

“Emanating from the
advice now rendered by

the Advisory Release

Board, the government
has decided to release the

H G Jacobsz and that
they can be released.
Likewise in terms of
Section 69 (1) of the Pris-
ons Act (Act 8 of 1959),
, the State
" Pre<ident, in the spirit of
goodwill which is fostered

considerable nu
~rigoners of all
mn groups wil
fom this over a
ime " he <aidd -

son office of the South
African Prisons Service.
“It is expected that a

mber of
popula-
I benefit
period of
Sapa

ictions™ into practice.
ess conference organised by

any attempt to put his “*ANC or cor:-

munistic conv

Atapr

diately after his
sek, Mbeki was ada-

ant ke was still a member of the

+ned ANC and South African

government imme
—ommunist Party.

the g

release last w



Mbeky’
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‘By AICA ven GRAAN

BRIG WILILEM “Rivo-
nia” van Wyl , the police-
man who led the raid on
tne  African  National
Congress high command
at Rivonia when Govan
Mbeki was arrested in
July 1963, expressed his
dismay about Mbcki's re-
lcase yestenday.

Brig Van Wyk, who re-
tired from the police
three years ago. yesterday
recalled in  detail the
events which ed to the ar-
rest of Mbeki and his six
colleagues at 3 pm on July
11 that year.

He remembers Mbelu
as a tall and strongly built
man who was dressed in a
brown overall and a black
cap when he was arrested.
For some time Mbeki
lived at the Rivonia house
occupied by Johannes-
burg artist Arthur Gold-
reich and his wife. All
members of the ANC
high command lived
there. The premises had
13 outbuildings in an L-

shape.

At that time Mbeki was
regarded the leader of thg
ANC in the FEastern
Cape. He was also in
charge of the monthly
newsletter New Age.

Mbeki was also  in-
volved in the first attacks
soon after Umkhonto we
Sizwe was formed (on
December 16, 1961 the
ANC made public their
decision to change policy

Brig WILLEM “RIVO-
NIA” van WYK, the
man who led the Ri-
vonia raid during
which Govan Mbeki

and ANC leaders

were amrested.
from non-violence to viol-
ence.)

Prior to the Rivonia
case Mbeki served three
years [or bombings in the
Eastern Province area,
Brig Van Wyk recalled.

As a licutcnant at the
old Marshall Square, Biig
Van Wyk led the Rivoria
raid. b

“We drove to the
premises in a drycleaner’s
van borrowed in the city.
There was no parttition
between the driver’s seat
and the back.

“1 realised that if some-
one looked through the
window in the front they
would sece the 13 police-
men packed in the back of

248 NLOY
5dlsmayed’

the voicle. A police dog
accompanied us.

“An hour before the
raid we telephoned and
somcbody answered the
telephone. We left Mar-
shall Square and called at
Rivonia police station
where we got police blan-
kets to hang a partition
between the driver and
the men.

“As we arrived at the
gate a Black security man
told us the boss was not
home.

“We cventunlly got
through and called at the
house where we said we
were from the drycleaners
and lost our way to Sleepy
Hollow,

“But in the short time
we were in the house,
asking the pcople there
whether they had washing
for us to do, we made our
observations.

*“Quickly, before any of
the occupants of the
house could make a
mave, all tue men got out
the back of the van and,
within minutes the ANC
high command, with the
exception of Nelson Man-
dela, had been arrested.”

Police took possession
of radio transmitters as
well as maps with targets
indicated.

,Most of the 1targets
were post  offices and
police stations, the briga-
dier said,

-Police alto took posses-
sion of Neleon Mandela's
diary and passport. He
was overseas at the time,
travelling on a false pass-
portin the name of David
Motsmayi. Mandela was
arrested later when he re-
turned to the country.

After the raid the N
men went on a 11 month
trial at the Pretoria Palace
of Justice .

The accused were cen-
tenced exactly 11 months
after their arrest on June
11, 1964,

The brigadier said last
night although Mbeki is
now an ol:! man of 77, he
can sbil be oo duneer 1o
prace in our country.
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DOUBT THAT THIS IS A TEST RUN BEFORE THE BIG ONE: FREEING MANDELA ~ ~

Walter Sisulue, 75, a former secretary
general of the .AN'C. is tipped as the
next ANC maz 12 22 freed — the de
facto lifting of the ban will becomie
more appareni

But although 1+ -
veied, de facic ¢
of Emergency 1s
tact That will 1!

ban may be re-
‘e jure, the Siale
21y to be izft in-
2 the ANC in the
same position 23 : . legal, though se-
verely harassei, © aited Democratic
Tront. The twc < pposition forces
_hare a broadly cc:mmon ideological
approach.

The national S:ztz of Emergency,
declared in Jure 1586 and renewed a
year later, was imposed to contain an
attempt by the ANC to fan the town-
ship revolt of 1984-1986 into a full-
scale people’s war or popular insur-
rection. Thus one government objec-
tive in the present situation, is to
wean the ANC of its long-standing
commitmemt to “armed strugzle”.
Conversely, 1t "-pes to lure the
ANG, or secticas - {it, into participa-
tion in approvel . ~uctures, including
the national coir - .

Stoffel van é=- ."2rwe, the man Bo-
tha has entrusizZ «ith a mar.date to
give impertus tc i :2mal negotiations
with black has argued that
there is no justific:ton for the ANC's
guerrilla war toizy. Whatever rea-

las 2 on
€atrTs,

sons the ANC may have had original-
ly for its decision to revert to guerrilla
war, these no longer hold, Van der
Merwe argued in parliament. His
speech might be construed as a bid to
persuade the ANC to abandon its
hope of winning power through revo-
lutionary war. Ancther, concomitant
government aim might be to split the
ANC into exterral and internal
wings, a variant of Botha's earlier at-
tempt to separate ANC nationalists
from communists.

The unfolding situation will, of
course, present the ANC with diffi-
cult decisions. To function as a semi-

legal movement in the minuscule are-
as of political freedom left by the
Emergency restrictons is hardly an
attractive proposition.

At the time of the Commonwealth
Eminent Persons peace mission to
South Afnica in 1986, the ANC was
prepared to suspend its guernilla cam-
paign while negotiating with Botha
— on condition that troops and police
were removed from the townships.
Botha, however, is not offering to
negotiate with the ANC now, still
less to withdraw security forces from
the townships. His licutenants are
merely hinting that he may be pre-
pared to allow released ANC leaders
a degree of freedom.

Botha has not extracted a formal re-
nunciation of violence from Mbeki.
But the ANC leader’s release is clear-
ly based on a tacit undertaking that he
will not try to mobilise mass demon-
strations against the system, let alone
plan violent actions. Mbeki has in-
deed been restrained. cautious and
conciliatory in his remarks.

But for the ANC per se armed
struggle remains a major bargaining
card even if, as some obseners have
argued, the government is stronger
on the military terrain than it is in the
political arena. The ANC is hardly
likely to throw it away until it is in a

for a political solution. Short of that

much stronger position.

Summing up the ANC’s position
on armed struggle, the Common-
weaith’s Eminent Persons said in
their report: “For the ANC to re-
nounce vioience now would be to re- |
duce itself to a state of helpnessness. |
There must first be sufficient indica-
tions of the South African govern- |
ment’s read:ness to negonate the tran-
sidon to non-racial sovereignty.” The
ANC positdon has not changed.

After the Emergency was renewed
in June the UDF Natal president, Ar-
chie Gumede, mooted the possibility
of parucipation by the UDF in exist- |
ing political institutions as a way of !
mounting pressure on the govern-
ment and of breaking the logjam. He
was promptly repudiated by UDF.
There is no evidence that the ANC
will react differently to a similar pro-
posal from its ranks.

If the govemment further raises the
cost of hosting ANC guerrillas for
neighbouring states, then these states
may try to coax the ANC into opting

possibility, however, the ANC is un-
kkely to forgo its guernlla war, ak
though it may tread warily in the im- |
mediate future for fear of jeopardis-
ing the release of Mandela and his
comrades.

o e, wage A




Firstly, because it docs not bl eve
the South African government has
had a change of heart and is yet 1eacy
to negotizte seriously over the key is-
suec — the transfer of political power
to the majority. )

Secondly, because the ANC ¢an-
not, viewed from its perspective. al-
low foreign states to define the con-
tent or tactical compromises of its

 struggle.

And, thirdly, because inside the
country is where it believes iis
stronger contingent lies.

 Quite how acute the ANC’s undeor-
standing is of the complications de-
veloping at this conjuncture is un-
clear.

But the more serious people in its
ranks have ditched the unrealistic ri-
umphalism which has lingered clse-
where for far longer than is justified
by the really quite limited gains it
made in the two years after Septem-
ber 1984,

These more serious ANC members
appear to realise there is little in the
way of immediate or significant
ground that is likely to be won at the
negotiating table beyond the trenches
the ANC and its allies occupy on the
political-military battleficld.

It is a thought which should sober
| up anybody in the ranks of the AXNC.
| If it does not, the ANC could sion
| find itself in very serious trouble at a

time when, for it, the stakes can
never have been said to be higher.

| TTIE frecing after nearly a quarter ol
a century of the veteran African Na-
tional Congress prisoner, Govan
Mbéki,-has put the release of his
world renowned comrade, Nelson
Mandeln, firmly back on the apenda,
The question now is not so much
whether but when the charismatic
Mandela will be freed. - |

Only one factor can delay the emer-
gence from jail of Mandela in the next
few months: an upsurge in the now
quiescent revolt in South Africa’s
blacklownships, triggered by the re-
tum to political life of Mbeki. So far,
however, there is every evidence that
Mbeki, 77, and the black Icaders
shepherding him into life outside
prison, will not do anything to jeo-
pardise the freedom of Mandela and
the five ANC prisoners who were
jailed for life with him at the Rivonia
trial of 1964.

President PW Botha has chided the
press for speculating on when the
next wave of political prisoners will
follow Mbcki, charging that prema-
ture conjecture is irresponsible. But
his own cabinet ministers have con-
firmed, with a proviso or two, that
the release of Mbeki is both a trial run
for the release of further political pris-
oners and the first move in a wider
game plan. .

The first and immediate aim is to re-
initiate the stalled move fo establish a
national council. Devised as a forim
where leaders of all races can diaft a
new constitution for all South Afri-
cans, the council has so far failed to
win endorsement from a single credi-
ble black leader. Mangosuthu Buthe-
lezi, leader of the 1,5-million strong
Zulu-based Inkatha movement, has
set the liberation of Mandela and the
leader of the rival Pan Africanist
Congress, Zeph Mothopeng, as a
pre-condition for his participation.

Anxious to persuade Buthelezi to
serve on the council, the government
has started to move toward fulfilling,
his condition. But it is doing so cau-
tiously, testing the reaction of South
Africa’s black and white communitics

to the release of lesser known prison-

FOR ALL PW'S CHIDING, THIFRE'S LITTL

It is Gevan Mbeki who got
hls freedom, but the real
Invitation is to Chlet
'*angosuthu Buthelezi, who
made the release of
political prisoners a pre-
condition to joining the
government's national
council. PATRICK
LAURENCE reports

ers before freeing Mandela.

The government has a second, as
sociated motive: to “demythologise™
the ANC and its Teaders. The AN(
has been outlawed since 1960, Many
of its major leaders, including the
original “high command” of irs un-
derground army, Umkhonto weSiz-
we, have been in Jail or exile since
1964. The rest have been in exile,

Over the years, however, the publie
has not forgotten either the ANC o
its imprisoncd leaders. Instead, the
ANC leadership has prown in statnre
and become shrouded in a statns-
cnhancing mystique. The government
now wants to reverse the process In
arcvealing choice of phrase, the pin-
government Afrikaans newspaper,
Beeld, said in an cditorial on Mbehi's
release: “The Mbeki myth has sud-
denly become a human whao, like all
citizens, must be law-abiding and
thus peaceful.”

De-mystification infers two devel-
opments: the re-emergence of the in-
carcerated ANC leaders into public
life where they can make mistakes
and, as a logical corollary, the nunhan-
ning of the ANC. The ban on the
ANC seems to have heen partinlly
lifted, in practice if not in a strict lepal
sense, in Mbeki's case,

He has made no bones about his
commitment to the ANC and to its
“revolutionary ally”, the South Afri-
can Communist Party. But he has not
been prevented from speaking on
their behalf, although the restriction
prohibiting the press from publishing
his remarks is stll in force. When
Mbkeiis joined by his colleapnes -——




We’ve only had pain from
Mbeki release, says Vlok ...

Weekly Mail Reporter
THE chances of Nclson Mandela, the
jailed lcadcer of the African National
Congress, being relcased from
Pollsmoor Prison near Cape Town in
the forsceable future are negligible.

" In spite of some speculation after
the release of former ANC national
chairman Govan Mbeki, 77, last
month, that Mandela would be the

next to be freed, possibly before g

Christmas, senior South African po-
lice officers have made it clear that
this is not soing to happen soon.

The sccurity police are not happy
with the way in which Mbeki has act-
ed since his release -— and this could
cven lead to him being banned. He is
already listed as a communist and
cannol be quoted in South Africa.

Mbeki's activities are being moni-

tored closely by the police. Although

neither the Minister of Law and Or-
der, Adiaon Viek, nor the head of
the security police, lLicutenant-
General Johannes van der Merwe,
would be drawn on whether his beha-
viour would affect the chances of oth-
er political prisoners, it is clear his ac-
tions are influencing government de-
cisions about whether to releise more
ANC leaders,

Van der Merwe said Mbeki's activi-,
ties were being manipulated by the
ANC and cverything he had done
was at the orders of the ANC.

And Vlok said the government had
not ot its pound of flesh, and had
only received pain, with the release
of Mbcki.

Viek, who like Van der Merwe,
was speaking at a briefing to South
African political correspondents at
Walvis Bay said: “We had hoped that
Mr Mbcki, who is suffering from
sugar diabetes, would quietly retire.

Govan Mbeki: under watch

But this has not happened. He is be-
ing misused by pcople around him
for political purposes.”

Van der Merwe said the rally,
which was to have heen addressed by
Mbeki in Port Elizabeth last week-
cend, had been prohibited because it
would contribule to the raising of the
revolutionary climate in South Africa.

Asked if the government feared the
Mbcki rally would lead to an out-
break of violence, he replied: “Tt may
create or promote a revolutionary cli-
mate.”

But heconceded in reply to another
question that the banning of the rally
could lead to frustration.

“There are certainly disadvantages
but we have to decide which is the
arcatest disadvantage.”

Van der Merwe added: “Everything

Mbeki does is at the command of the
ANC"

Moreover, senior covernment rep-
resentatives have said they are wor-
ried about the high profile Mbeki had
received since his release and wide-
spread negative reactinn from whites,
as bad been reflected in manl received

- ohjecting to his release.

It is argued that Mbeki is being
used as part of a subtle ANC strategy
to give maximum publicity tn the
ANC while not overstepping the law,

Whatever the accuracy of the police
view of events since Mbeki had been
released, Viok and Van der Merwe
lef1 no doubt that the release of Man-
dela was not on the cards.

They also argued that “legal, radical |,
groups” such as the United Demo-

, cratic Front, its nthliates, the Con-
2, gress of South African ‘Trade Tnions
»¢and some trade unions were deliber-

ately trying to increase the revolution-
ary climate in South Afvica at present.
Viok said a thousand new oreanica-
tions had been established for this
purpose,

As they belicve Mbebiis part of this
strategy, under orders [rom the
ANC.

The Cape Times commented in an
editorial this weck: "It seems plain
that the release of Mr Nelson Mande-
lais not on the cards ... A decision to
release M Mandela is o decision 1o
talk 1o the ANC, allowine them to
play an open role in politics.”

And talking to the ANC has em-
phatically been ruled out by Viok and
Van der Merwe. Indeced, the police
are still convinced they will he able o
defeat the ANC militanly.

The possibility of Mandela being
freed in these circumetances 18 very
remote.
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By KHULU SIBIYA

IN an unprecendented move, especially in
view of the current state of emergency in
the country, the government has given
perniission for recently relzased AN yot-
cran Govan Mbeki o addicss an o Pen-air

rally in Port Elizabeth tomorrow.

This s the fll"ﬂ time that the government has sanc-
tioned a rally of this nature - 10 be addressed by a self-
confessed member of the ANC - sivee the siate of
emergency was deelared two vears aso.

Thousands of people are expected to attend the rallyv
Dan OQcqe Stadinm, Port Flizaiweth to hear Mbekr, wiis
a bsted person and cannot b gooned in Somth Afiea,
spuatk for the first time in pu’ I seece his release

Fhe raliv s also the second authoreed pablic meeting
where the ANC has been alficini'™ sitowed a platform
sinee it was foreed into exild in 1070,

I'he Tivct ook place two vears apo in the Jabalan
Amphitheatre, Seweto, where Zins Mapdeba delivered @
messane on belalf of her father, Nelown, respondine 1o
Prosident PW Botha’s proposal that Be svas preporee] o
redease ey cram Poddsmioor 9% o on e et e
renonnced violence

Fhe 77-vear-obd ndionntin lends o b o senteneed
1o hife imprisonment 23 years oo, will Shage a platform
with the wives of his eolleenes and tare ser el mates
Thev are Winnie Mandel s and Albertiieg Sendo, wives of
Neison and Walter, respectively

Alsovexpeeted to address the vallv s the patreen of the
rvited Democratic Pront and presidont of the World
Conncil o Reformed Churehos e Aty Beecank,

Permission 1o hold the ral's wae peanted by the loeal
police chief, Byivudier Fre o
nest Schoetler, and the act-

e magistrate  for Porl
I-hizabheth, JNM Oosthuizen,
on Wednesday.,

However,  two o restric
tions have been placed and
these are that the rally
should rake place berween
P2 and dpn oand that i
shionld take phwce within
the grounds ol e stadinm

K/Ibéki rally is p' ‘iined

By MONO BAD!'' \

People attending  muet FREED African Natio | Con-

teavel in o cors and huses,

amd not on Toot,

Meanwhile, there hLas
been wide specirlation that
the  povernment has re-
leased Mbeki ng oy test ense
for the possible relense of
other palitieal  prisoners
and (o test whether s -
terances conld lead 1o puh
lie distorbanees,

So far Abeki has heen
keepine a low prodde in lus
new home in New Erph-
Ton,

The rally is orvanised hy
the  Interdenominational
Ministers” Association of
Sonthern Adriea.

The organisers said in
view of the state of emer-
pency, which wis presentiy
in foree, thev were making
aspecial appeant toall those
wha wonld be attending
the meeting to condue
themselves i "o peaceln|
and digmiticd manner o
propiate to the oceassion ™,

*This is il the more by
reason of the respyect with
whioh Mbekais I'i"_:‘:I.'I!\"l n
the whole comptey.” soul
| KT R

gress leader Govan Mb 1 is set
to re-enter S uth Afris noliti-
cal life in Co 2 Town r * week-
end — at a rally which uld be
the city's biggest in for - vears.
The rally, organised v Cape
Town's Mbeki Recept 2 Com-
mittee, is tentatively p. ‘ned for

November 29.

The former ANC chali:
as kept

leased on November 6,

An, re-

a low profile, appearing in public

only twice. Although

he is

“listed” and cannot be quoted, he
can speak at public gatherings.

The contents of this newspaper
have been restricted in t~"ms of
the Emergency Regui-t

ns

Mheki
speaxs
at ratly

FREED  Robben  Island
prisoner and [ormer
national chairman of the
ANC, M Govan Mbeki,
will speak at an open air
service in Port Elizabeth
tomorrow.

The city's chiel
magistrate by placed
certain restric.inins on the
certain restrictions on the
service.

[Tus will be the tinal
tally 1o be addiessed by
Mr  Mbeki since s
tecent release  altey
spending 23 vears il

Tt owill be held o the
Dan Qeqe Stadhim n
Zwide townslnp

Other speakers wall
be Mrs Winnie Manwdela,
wile ol the pled ANC
leader, Melson Mandela;
Mis  Albertira Siaaln,
mestdeat of the Ulnned
Democratic Pront and
wile ol i;lil-'d ANC
chanman, Mo Walter
Sesndu amd U pation
and president of - the
Warld Connerl ol
Relormed Chuehes, D
Allan Roesak.

The rmallv has been
organived by the South
Altrean ool ol
Cherehes and the
Interdommimatoosnal M
nsters Asceciimn of
Sevnthern Alvea

[housands of people

e (w;\n'trtl toattend the
STV,
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Rally is banned

THOUSANDS of disap-
pointed people were
turned back in Zwide
township, Port Flizaheth,
when a rally (o bhe
addressed by recently
freed ANC veteran, Mr
Ciovan Mheki, was banned

by the authoritics on
Saturdav.
Fven an  [lth-hour

application challenging a
police ban on the rally
was rejected by a Port
EFlizabeth  judge, Mr
Justice Jones,

The rally which was to
be held at the Dan Qeqe
Stadium, was banncd
lat¢ on Friday by the
Divisicnal Commission-
eriof Police, Brigadicr
T Semiéer, “tn

.rmss‘“. Jj 7,

terms of the emergeney
regulations.

The .police clamp on
the rally came shortly
after permission  had
been granted by the Chiel

Magistrate of Paort
Flizabeth, Mr 1 Qost-
huizen.

The meeting  would

have been the first to be
addressed by Mr Mhbeki
since his release from
Robhen Island after 23
years in prison.

There was confusion in
the township as people
were tnrned away hrom
the stachimm by the police
Hundreds of others
milled around the
stadium hoping that the

Govan Mbnku

CMeckigg ) YV § Lake

place.

kt

Not deterred
“' by Mbeki ban

GOVAN MREKI is expected to speak in Cape Town on
December 13,

The Mbeki Reception Committes hae decided 1o pn
ahead with their plane for o hig Cagpe s ity o e
addressed by the veteran African National Congress leader

recently released from Robben Island afier 23 years.

This follows the banning by police of a rally in Port
Elizabeth last weekend, days alter the me “np had been
sanctioned by PE's Chiel Magistrate.

The MRC this week asked the Chiel Magistrate of
Wynberg and the Western Cape Divisional Commis
sioner of Police for permission for Mbeki 1o address the

rally.
Athlone offices raided

"We want to prevent a repeat of the situation in Port
Elizabeth,” said United Democratie Front publicity
secretary Hilda Nohde,

The resulis of the application are expected within dave

Mbeki is expected 1o thank the people for their snpport
over all the years.

"We want ta have an open air rally so that as many
people as possible can attend,” Ndnde said.

* The offices of the Mbeki Reception Committee in
Athlone were raided by security police this week. Doe
uments, posters and pamphlels were conliseated, ac
cording 1o a committee spokespersan,

At the time of going 1o press, the police had not re
sponded 10 a request for comment

but Mbeki himself hurt by restrictions

GOVAN MBEKI was released o
month ago — but his public activities
have been so restricied that he has
spoken more freely to journalists than
to people in South Africa’s town-
ships.

This is understood to be a source of
great disappointment to the resistance
veteran, qualifying his happiness at
being released.

From the time of his initial press
conference — tightly controlled by
the Bureau for Information — Mbe-
ki’s political role has been severely
curtailed. Of four public appearances,
three have been press conferences,
themselves restricted by his “listing”
order.

Many believed the rally scheduled
to take place in Port Elizabeth last
weekend would see Mbeki setting out
the parameters of his political role na-
tionally, and in the Eastern Cape. The
gathering was organised by the Inter-

‘denominational African Minister’s

By MBULELO LINDA and
RICHARD BARTLETT,
Port Elizabeth

of South Africa

Association
(Idamasa).

But an eleventh-hour banning ruled
this out, once again forcing the ANC
leader to address a small group of
journalists.

Before he shared his thoughts with
the media, more than 500 disappoint-
ed admirers had milled around Dan
Qeqe stadium in the vain hope that the
ban on the rally would be overturned.

Entry to the stadium was barred
early on Saturday moming — people
began gathering at 10am — as
“greenflies” (municipal police), SA
Defence Force troops and kitskonsta-
bels kept a close watch. There was a
security force presence at the entranc-
es to all Port Elizabeth townships,
and several busloads of people on
their way to the rally were turned

back.

Some buses had come from as far
afield as Ciskei.

A tense crowd waited until 4pm,
walched by marshalls and traffic po-
lice lining Zwide's Johnson Road,
parallel to the stadium.

Although the crowd was repri-
manded by police after posing with
clenched fists for photographers,
there were no serious incidents.

Half an hour after the crowd finally
dispersed, Mbeki addressed journal-
ists at Port Elizabeth’s Elizabeth Sun
Hotel. In terms of his listing under
the Internal Security Act, Mbeki may
not be directly quoted.

However, he expressed regret that
his colleagues were still imprisoned.
Apartheid had to disappear before all
the people of South Africa could be
free.

The banning of the rally prevented
whites and blacks from coming to-
gether in the search for freedom,
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