





For the black pho hers, there are also serious difficulties.
Most have wives and children and all have families concerned about '
their satety. Often the black photographer’s parents are politically

conservative and when the photographers refuse requests to back off
from documentary work, b / become estranged from their parents.s There
is also an important rate among black tand white) photographers
about the way one should portray blacks in South africa. There is a
great deal of pressure within the movement to show. blacks always in a
pasitive light, to use 2ras primarily as a propoganda weapon. There
is much discussion and concern among photographers on this issue and
on the traditional role of the "objective" jouwnalist.

To be a photographer in South Africa is to wear a badge, which is
the camera around your neck. That badge says, "I am a witness." Other
people are just there, but the photographers are witnesses. The
witness is crucial in that country. The act of withessing carries with
it a particular vulnerablity but also elicits & special responsiveness
from the people being photographed. The people are not only willing tod
reveal themselves visually to the photographers, but they are :
constantly coming up to the photographers and saying, "Let me tell you4
my story!'" By agreeing to serve the role of the witness, the
photographers are taking on a lot. Their job is to see clearly and
when they do see all too clearly, they feel the awful weight and
responsibility of of their vision. They must struggle to make sense of
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I propose an article for the Times Magazine that shows South
Atrica through the eves and words of these witnesses. The article
would explain the significance of these pictures, the role of the ]
photographer in South African society, and in a very personal way,
show the struggle of these photographers to make sense of their own
lives and the life of their country.

Thank vou for your consideration. ‘
Sincerely,

Alex Harris, Director,
Center +for Documentas

Fhotography

p-s. enclosed also is the jacket copy for Spguth Africa: The
Cordoned Heart
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