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residents of AA 33 — also nesd to be analysed
in order to get a better idea of the complex

processes at work in the area.

Garth Senecque
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'DISSENSION
IN THE RANKS'
: comment

THE DIFECTIDN in which the struggle has been
devalopling in thess last Mes yesrs sskes it more
urgent than ever for a clesr uslerstesding of
the role of whites in the struggle for Fresdos.
The recent MUSAS bodklst Dissension in the Ranks
has halped to re-open that cosplex gueestion.
What follows are a fow comsints and criticises
of that booklet, all of which are offered in &
constructive spirit.

1. In locking concretely st soss pest eeseples
of ‘shite opposition’ both now and in the pest,

_ Dissension manoges to land @ telling blow

against liberuliss. By wesining the ssseeptlons
of the PFP, the Liberal Party, Rece Aslations and
sven the Africen Resistance Novessnt, the
booklet shows that a liberal solution o oo
problems is no solution at all. In prectice,
all thess organisations hewe had an
individualistic arnd soralistic spprosch to the
South African situetion. Ageinst all evidencs
(slthough for civious ressons) they tewe -
gemrully tried to wish sssy the comections
betessn spartheld snd capitaliss. Tha
consequences of all this is tat thelr sctioes
have renged from 'chengs from within®(the PFP)
wuﬁnMdmh-ﬁh{m
and Patrick Duncen's actions during the sarch
on parlissent in the 196ls), to cherity eork emd
individumlistic political approsches (sg the’
Black Sash's sscret ‘metlom] comention®
attempts]. Thair persistent attsspts to get our
rulers to heve o ‘chenge of heert® heve ignored
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the fact that we face not evil individuals, but
an oppreasive system which can only be changed by
the sctions of the oppressed themselves, This
belief in a 'change of heart' underlies liberal
responses, Trom the PFP to tha more militant
{and mdventurist) actions of the ARM,

2. But having shown, with great insight, tha
barkruptcy of liberal theory and practice, the
bocklet dows not remain consistent with

itself whan 1t examines SACOD. It would be
counter-productive to ldealiss SACOD and tha

Congress Movement of the late 1950s and sarly
19650, To do so would da to ignaore the face
that alements of redical libsraliss warg
within SACOD itesslf. Even whilat the libsrmation
movament was realising the centrality of mass
struggle, many leaders were to some extent
hyprnotised by constitutionalism and legalism,
When sabotage was launched in the sarly 1960s,
it was dirscted at symbolic targets in the hopa
of bringing the goverrment and its supporters
*to thelr sensas’. It does not help the
desocratic movemsnt of today to gloss ower
these problems. As a recent WIP editorisl has
pointed out, 'the poverty of contemporary
liberalism in South Africa does not rule out a
different form of liberal ideclogy - more
radical, more activist.' (WIP 15). A liberel
viswpoint can easily, in the circumstances, be

disguised as a progressive,; democratic stance.
Certainly it is truve that BACOD avglided
many of the pitfalls of the liberal groupings by
the simple act of open allimnce with the ANC and
the Congress Movement. By doing this it was
supporting a 'mass approach' in politics, and
taking its cue from a pre—axiating black
rational organisation. Unfortunately,
Dissension Ffails to smphasise that it was the
fact of having an _external mass—based point of
reference that enabled SACOD to avoid (by and

large) the political srrors of theory snd
practice that inevitably arises from the white
position of privilege and isclation from tChe
masses. This crucial point is particularly
important for us today. It is dlbltllblll
whathar this external polnt of reference can
presently be provided by sny organisation/s
currently operating legally in this .nnuntr_r.

3. Judging by the booklet, betwsen BACOD and
tha present lies nothingl But we cannot base
ﬂ'l.ill"ll.l'ldll solely omn a past which most whits
democrats are too young to remember. We have
tz assess what shite 'dempocrats' were doing
throughout the 19708, the immediate past.

In this respect, Dissension largely ignoras the
significance and leasons of black consciousness
for white democrats. One lesson has besn
sbsorbed - that the pringiple of non-racialism
does not necessarily mean that the multi-recial
fore of organisation is the corrpct strategy.
But apert from that thers is little assessment
of tha structural position in ihi:'.h white
demccrats find themsalvés socially, éulturally,

-mmmlnlnr. sducationally, etc wtc. If we

can undarstand our own structural pasitdion

then wa can also underateand how and hy we
often dominate and engege 1n manipulative
politics {mnd not only inm npn-recial
situations]. We carry our privileges with us,
often in the form of superiority comple=es,

high sslf-confidence, and extrems individualism.
Whilsk it would bs narrow to argue that one must
be poor or black to understand tha social
dynamics of povarty and oppresslon ws must
scknowledge that the white democrat (usually an
intellectual), whose life-style and daily
experience is remote from that of the opprassed,
will have difficulty in formulating policies of
struggle for the oppressed. Despite recent
statements and actions by some individuals under

page 16

the Banner of black -L-.-I;nnr.im.i-nn.u, we cannot

say that black consciousness is simply False
consciousngss. It is not! It smerges from resal
conditions of recial oppression, which we ignore
at our paril.

4. The fingl section in Dissension, ‘The road
mhead’; holds by its title the most promise but
is disappointing in ita content. It correctly
points out bthat it is examining the position of
the broad group of white democrats [alrsady a
sizeable nrqup}, and not that of tha few whites
who are actlive in non-racial crganisations, It
is plso mware of real probless, such By tHhe
danger of adventurist and opportunistic sctions
on the part of inexparienced ssctions of this
group. And yat tt fails to confrent the options
ppen for drganissd whites. What should thay
do? How shguld ‘they mobilise? etc. Irstesd it
ms"l;:ly affers vague gensralities and
imwrﬁmihl— advice such as the rnun-lnnr
It is "the duty of white democrats to adopt

a strategic w to thelr privileged
position.i.|* What does this msan?

In the end M is suggesting that
organised whitae dmrnmit: lhn-.-ld provide resources
to other (black) groups and individumls. Whilst
t:urtauin irdividual whites may genuinely be able
to do this, nrpllpsl.'-i whits demoorats would be
perpebuating certain divieions in the dempcratic
movement . .lhit. domination, whére it ogcurs or
threatgns, is (a) partly & result of structural
advantages (of sducation and other skills), and
(b) partly the form in which tha division betwesn
mental and manual labour, which esmerges in any
popular movement, occurs in Bouth Africa. Are we
combatting this danger by having whites play
the ‘“resource role'?

The cuestion of the role of whites in the
struggle i8 arising today in & vary diffarent
context to that of the 1950s. There are many
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diffarences, but ons key.cen be sesn in the fact
that SACOD membership was numbersd in the
hundreds whilst white desocrats (unorganised)
today number in the thousands., This is bescauss
of very real grilevances which a significant and
growing section of young whites have. For
exanmpia, they see injustice all around them and
are asare that there will be no peace until thare
is freedom. They are angry at having to join tha
army to defend a system for which they are mot
prepared to die. Very faw can play & resource
role (spart from the dangers of whites playing
this role), and to confine white democrats to

this is a cartain recips for disillusionment, I

and the drifting into exils or complacency of
the bulk of whits democrats.

T

Editorial note: The pooklet referred to in the

above comment is Dissansion in the Ranks: white ) I

opposition in South Africa, and is published by -
the National Union of South African Students.

An article on Liberal Party snd COD: opposition
to apartheid appears in WIP 15; issum
of WIP contains an editorial on some of the
issues raised sbove.
further contributions and comments on this
sub ject.

the same

The sditors would weloome I

by gther resgarch that sxemined ircomes and

INFLATION AND |
FOOD
MONDPOL IES

WE are publishing the final part of an article
entitled 'The Nature of Economic Browth in BA

- 1978-1960: Monopoly Capital and the Ercsion: .
of Black Living Standards', by Jearemy Kesnan.
The first part is an exssination of tha widely
belisved statemsnt ﬁut sarnings of africans
have increased during the 1970s. _‘
Jaremy Ksanan sxamines the figures that are
uaed to support this position and polnta out
inacouracies, misleading information snd omissions
and concludes:
® that incomes of africans have ‘declined more
or less constantly in real terms since 1976°;
» that the ‘incresse in Black [sefrican)
unemploymant 1s due primarily to the
incressing capital intensification (using more
machinary relative to living human labour) of
most sectors of the esconomy, and that m:h_nf
the growth in 1975=-1981 has coms from the
utilisation of spare capacity' (Firms had monay
and machinery that was lying idle, and this could
be brought into action);
= that when one looks at the distribution of
wealth (the ‘National Cake' in Bouth Afriea
the 'national sccounts indicats that the balance
of sconomic powesr between capltal and labour
during the last two years has swung dramatically -

more in favour of capital’. . J '

These findings wers confirmed and reinforced

employment within individual houssholda in

‘sxplanation, is, therefors, simple = redoce the

=

Sowstn. A summary of this ressarch was ;
published in WIP 17 in a section‘under the title
'Inflation and tha Working Class'. FReaders
are alsg referrsd to other contributions in.
that section of WIP 17.

Keenan introduces the studiss of up-nl:l
of the local food industry reproduced below by,
firstly, sxemining the naturs of inflation;
and, sscondly, discussing the role of hrnl
busiress in price increases.

THE NATURE OF INFLATION

THE argument put forward in this section of
Keanan's paper is that inflation cannot simply
be attributed to 'inflation’, but that inflation
itself resds to be explained.

The commonly hald explanation in the sedis,
put forward by the state and by business, is
that "the supply of monsy has been allowsd to
increass too rapldly and 30 cause “demand
inflation". Too much monay is allegedly
chasing, too few goods'. In other words, monay
should reflect the value of poods produced in
4 socigty. As is argued in the Tirst part of
the Political Economy series (ses WIP 19:
27-8) money (gold) is the sguivalent of .the value
of commodities produced. Bo, if thara is r.nn S
much money, not all of it will find commoditiss
to purchase and, thersfors, thes prices of
artificially ‘scarce’ commoditiss will riss
(the market - supply snd demand - dstermines the
price of goods). The remsdy, if ona accepts this

supply of money printed by the state. This also '
normally means cutting stats sxpsnditurs (such
as walfare expenditure under Margarst Thatcher
who is one of the adhersnts to this explanation).
Kesnan presents an argument against this

He. says that Professor Botha [a Wits
sconomist) has shown that if “tha monsy supply

view,




