
. WINTERVELD 
uPTCSiTLO - a nam a that l i k a thoaa of 

Crossroads* T h o r n h i l l . Glanmora* i s bacoming 

mora ind mora comnon in tha l i b e r a l praea, 

that l a baginnin j to a l i c i t c r i s * of outraga 
r :on tha Proga t ottampta at socia l act ion by 

tha churchaa*** Why? Tha qusatlon l a ns l thar 

l d l a nor f a c a t l o u a . for tha bui ld ing up in 

tha *ad ia of an a n a aa an amotiva iaaua l a 

a l l too common, and aa I hopa to show l a t a r * 

a l l too d a a t r u c t i v a . 

Tha h ia tory of Wlntarvald that l a to 

fo l low «111 l a o l a t a a p a c i f i c tranda and 

procaasaa* and hopaa to show that l i k a ao many 

of tha roatt lamant v i l l a g a a * squattar camps 

and other v a r i a t i a a of dumping grounds* 

Wlntarvald i a not Important in i t a a l f aa an 

araa to ba focuaaati on to tha axcluaion of a l l 

tha o thara . Rathar* tha dynamica that go to 

maka up Wlntarvald* thoaa of unamploymant and 

labour cont ro l * of rapraaaion and a thn ic 

idao log laa , randar tha placa symptomatic of 

much t h a t i a happaning in South Afr ica today. 

Tha informat ion praaantad hara ahould ba 

aaan aa an attampt to analyaa and l l l u a t r a t a 

thaaa dynamica and ia not lntandad aa an 

axpoai of an i a o l a t a d inc ldant (or an 

"unusual avant* inataad of an "on—going 

procaaa* • aaa tha a r t i c l a on "Glanmora 

Raaattlamant* in tflP 9 ) . 

Wlntarvald i a a vaat araa about 35 km 

t o tha northwaat of P r a t o r i a and u i t h i n tha 

'bordara* of "Indapandant' BophuthaTawana* 

Tha placa i a pr ivate and fraahold land 

balonging to Afr ican landownara who had bought 

i t aa fa r back aa 1938 f r o * a land apaculat lon 

company* Tha company had sold i t o f f i n 5 

and 10 morgan p lo ta whan i t waa daclarad a 

ralaaaad araa undar tha 1936 Land Act* Tha 

land l a ronad for a g r i c u l t u r a l amallholdinga* 

yat today i t haa a populat ion of anything 

batwaan 300 000 and 750 000* 

Tha h ia tory of tha or ig ina of tha 

Wlntarvald populat ion l a a t onca tha h ia tory 

of tha vaat populat ion uphaavala and r a a a t t l a -

manta that conat i tu ta much of South Af r ica*a 

h ia tory in tha 1950s and 1960a* Tha machani— 
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l z a t i o n and c a p i t a l i z a t i o n of whita-ownad 

farming at th ia tima aaant that th#- l a s t 

vaat lgaa of a ammi-faudal a g r i c u l t u r a l labour 

forca* labour tananta and squattars* vara 

av lc tad from tha land* Tha r u r a l v i l l a g a a i n 

which many of tham wara r a s a t t l a d wara f a r 

from amploy^ant, and no a g r i c u l t u r a l land was 

mada ava i lab le to tham* I t l a many of thaaa 

paopla who conat i tu ta tha Wlntarvald popuia* 

t i o n * 

Tha aacond la rga group l a yat anothar aat 

of v lct ima of raaat t lamantt Thia tima thoaa 

who wara movad from 'black spots* around 

Pra tor ia * Tha approximately 30 000 popula­

t ion of Lady Salborna. aa w a l l aa tha i n h a b l * i 

tan ta of Eastwood, Rlvaralda and Caratarua 

ara includad hara* Thmy ahould hava racalvad 

housing i n tha ' v i l l a g e s 1 of flabopana and 

Ga-ff?nkuwa, but bacauaa so faw houaaa wara 

b u i l t , tha ovar- f low andad up rant ing p lo ta 

from wlntarva ld landlorda* Tha amma with 

thoaa avlctad from miaaion l a n d . 

Tha t h i r d group l a thoaa paopla who hava 

movad to Wlntarvald bacauaa of lack of 

accommodation, overcrowding, andoraamanta o u t , 

a te * from othar armaa on tha Aeaf* Tha demoli ­

t ion of tha sm»n f raahold p lo ta and aQuattmr 

conoantratlona naar Germieton, Kempton Park 

and Sanoni, i n tha l a t a 1950a and marly 

1960a, maana that many Wlntarvald raaidanta 

a t i l l work on tha Cast Rand and t r a v a l da i ly 

from ona and of tha raaf to tha othar* 

Wlntarvald aa a whola comprlaaa an araa 

of about 30 km i n dimmatar* Of t h i s only tha 

5 morgan p l o t s * thoaa cloaaat to Rabopana. ara 

danaaly a a t t l a d * Thia araa* commonly known 

aa Stakonang - *cloem together ' * •ehantytown' 

- l a aatlmatad to hava a populat ion danaity 
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Noh§vtr t . sfcould thay aava i n t o a vacant* houss, 

or ona t h a t has baan b u i l t by a landlord , 

rants w i l l ba considerably highar* Kouaaa 

vary great ly i n alza • f roa two t o aavan rooaa| 

tha Major i ty ara b u i l t of aud or hoaa aada 

brloka and hava 2inc roof a . Thara ara alaa 

l a r g * nuabars a f t i n and woooan shantios* 

Apart f roa tha aain road running through 

Wlntarvald and an sxtraaaly o f f i c i a n t bua 

asrvics ( t o t ranspor t labour ) thara l a no 

i n f r a a t r u c t u r a l dsvslopaant vhataosvsr* Vatar 

i a bought f roa puapa balonging to l a n d l o r d ! at 

2c for 20 l i t r e s * or about 40c for a 200 l i t r a 

drua, Tha p i t l a t r i n a s that do s x i s t ara of tan 

vary cloaa t o tha boraholaa tsnoarlng high tha 

p o a a i b i l i t y that v a t a r l a u n f i t t o dr ink* 

Thara ara only 4 doctora in tha araa, and whlla 

thara ara c l i n i c s at fltbopsns and K l ipgst and 

a hosp i ta l at Ga-Rankuu*v thaaa ara of tan not 

ava i l ab le to U intarva ld r s a i d a n t s . Olsaaaaa 

such aa dyssntsry* g a a t r a * a n t s r l t i a « b i i h a r -

z i s , kwashiorkor, b ronch i t is and UD that a t * 

r a l a t a d to povarty* aalnaurlahaant and un-

hygianic l i v i n g condltiona ara coaaon in tha 

a raa . 

Wlntarvald h i t tha haadl lna i n 1973 vhan 

tha Prs tor is Mava did an s leasts' of condlt iona 

t h a r a . Tha f l u r r y of p u b l i c i t y rasul tad i n a 

Dspartaant of Haaith aurvsy of tha araa 

( u n s v a i l a b l a ) ss wal l aa tha t a b l i n g of 

pa r l i aaan ta ry questions about condit ions in 

ths arss. At tha t l a a i t uaa aaid that at 

l a s s t 12 tsaporary schools vara bslng plannad 

for tha araaf that hoata l accoaaodation * • • 

baing aada a v a i l s b l a i that 10 000 houssa vara 

to ba b u i l t i n Plsbopsns Cast* Tha Oaputy' 

M n i s t s r of Bantu Administ ra t ion, rtr T * H 
• 

Jsnson, uas rsportad to havs aaid t h s t t 
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- The eetebliehment of * p o l i c e e t e t i o n in 
the squat ter areee would be an important 
stop i n p lant to contro l the development 
of the alume* 

NOW, f i v e yoere l e t o r , there ar t s t i l l no 

serviceei of o i l t h a t V I I aaid to have been 

planned only tha pol ice a t a t i o n woe b u i l t . 

Tha queetlon that haa to ba aakad i a why? 

What* i f any, ata tha raaaona f o t tha f a c t 

t h a t a c i t y of ha l f a m i l l i o n people he* baan 

naglactad f o r ao long and in such conditione? 

L i b e r a l ind ignat ion about tha a i t u a t i o n in 

V in te rve ld cannot provide any mnewere* Nor 

can expoetfr of overcrowding and dleeeoe*t aa 

v a i l aa tha r e a u l t a n t plana and demende f o r 

' equet te r upgrading* produce any lnd ica t ione 

ee to why Uintarveld o x i e t e at a l l * 

Tha anawara are ra ther to ba sought i n 

the h is tory of p r o l e t a r i a n i z a t i o n s i n the need 

I t haa been argued t h a t i t i e e a p i t a l i a t 
accumulation i t a e l f that conatant ly 
produces, i n r e l o t i o n t o l t a own energy 
and ex ten t , a r e l a t i v e l y redundant working 
popula t ion , i . e . a populat ion which l a 
auparfluoua to c a p i t a l ' s averege r e q u i r e -
mente for i t e own v a l o r i z a t i o n , end l e 
there fore a aurplue populat ion . 

I n other words* c a p i t a l l a only c a p i t a l 
bacauee i t increaaee i t e msae (eccumulatee) . 
Thla i t doea i n that labour producea more 
than the velue of i t a wegee end th ia eurplue 
*oes to the c a p i t a l i s t . Thia aurplue l a 
than re invaated in eore Machinery and more 
lebourore* 

Tha aurplua can alao ba increaaed in several 
other ways. Tor example, by lncraaaing the 
length of the working day or by forc ing 
labour to work harder for the same wegee. 
However, lncreaaingly c a p i t a l u enlarging 
tha aurplue produced by the working cleaa 
by introducing •schinss that al low each 
worker to produce more goods* 'Jheroea 
previoualy 3 workere ueing 3 nechines 

to aecure f o r industry e cheap labour forces 

i n tha need to contro l t h e t labour fo res ; and 

in an examination of the foreie that th ia 

c o n t r o l assumes. I t i a i n t h i s context thet 

i t becomes expl icable t h e t of e l l thet wee 

promised to Winterve ld , only a po l ice a ta t ion 

- an i n s t i t u t i o n that haa d i r e c t contro l 

funct lona - waa b u i l t * I t i a i n th la aanee 

too thet the nagot la t iona between South Af r ica 

and BophuthaTiwana aa to who i a reaponaible 

f o r U i n t a r v e l d , and tha attempts to e v i c t 

non-Tawana from tha aree become compreheneible* 

Tor t h i e i a one face t of the etruggle betwean 

tha South Af r ican etete and i t a funct ionar lea 

over deleget ion of r e e p o n e i b l l i t i o e * 

I t i a only I n 197? that u i n t a r v e l d again 

becomee anything of en laeue I n tha media* 

Thla t i n e in the context of BophuthoTewane 

'independence** I t waa reported i n the ROW 

of 77 .12 .0? t h e t , "The South Afr ican and 

produced 3 i tems, now 1 worker uaae 
3 meehinee to produce 6 i tems. 

Thia mesne that workere ere made redundant 
to tha accumulation neede of c a p i t a l * And 
new workere are uneble to f i n d Jobe. 

Tntst unemployed people f u l f i l the ro le of en 
i n d u s t r i a l reaerva army for c a p i t a l i s t . 
They can be abaorbad i n t o employment during 
periode of rap id growth of the economy or 
whan la rge pro jac te auch aa rai lway l i n e e * 
harboure* e tc ere undertaken* The i n d u a t r i a l 
reaerve army alao aervea to depreae wegee 
in t h e t c a p i t a l can alwaya threaten thoae in 
employment wi th dismlaeel i f they should e t r i k a 
for higher wagee (aea acme of the ceaaa 
diacueeed under Labour Action in t h l a laeue , 
and the Cveready S t r i k e thet wea diacueeed 
in a previous laeue)* 

I t can, t h e r e f o r e , be seen t h e t the aurplue 
populat ion or i n d u e t r i a l reserve army i a -
funct iona l to c a p i t a l * 

i 

QophuthaTewena governwenta are to cooperate 

i n the reeett lement of thouaanda of blacke 

.••among the key t a r g e t * ere tha equettere i n 

U i n t a r v e l d * . . e n d Thebe 'Nehu i n the Free State"* , 

At the eame time an agreement waa mede between 

South Af r ice and BophutnaTawane to the e f f e c t • 

t h e t South A f r i c e would undertake to r e e e t t l e 

a l l thoae who wanted t o eova, and thet Bophuthe-

Tawana would l e t the r a i t etey there u n t i l 

provieiona were mede f o t them. 

Thie agreement between the South Afr ican 

end BophuthoTewane (BT) a u t h o r i t i e e haa at baae 

two concerns. The one i a tha need to contro l 

and to reeove an excaeaively la rge eurplue 

populet lon characterised by lncreeeing poverty 

end r i e i n g unemployment* from too close 

proximity to the South Af r icen i n d u e t r i a l . 

cen t re . Thie i e p e r t l o u l e r l y ao i n tha context 

of the dramatic lncreaee in Afr ican unemployment 

i n South Af r ice i n the 1fl70e f and i n the context 

I t has been pointed out t h a t i t l e only by 
underetanding the u l t imate un i ty of intmreata 
between the employed end unemployed, end by 
combining i n organisat ion** that the operat ion 
of t h i e proceea of competit ion thmt l a ao 
uaefu l t o c a p i t a l , can be counteracted. 

The reaerve army can, during parloda of 
c a p i t a l i s t c r i s i s , grow too large and poae 
e t h r e e t to p o l l t i c e l e t a b i l l t y . The unem­
ployed may even r i s e in e revo l t of deeper*-
t ion and demand Jobe, food aod houelng, 
or r e a i e t attempte made to remove end contro l 
them. 

Thie procesp, o r i q i n e l l y w r i t t e n about i n the 
nineteenth century i e w t l l l occurring today. 
But e new fac tor haa been added to the 
creet ion of e r e l e t i v e eurplue populat ion . 
Herx argued t h e t the e lse of the i n d u e t r i a l 
reserve ermy went through " v i o l e n t f l u c t u a ­
t ions* ae c e p l t a l went through cr laee or 
expandmd and grew* Recently, however* a 
new process hee s ta r ted* aepec ia l l y i n 
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of the t h r e a t caueed to tha e t e t e by tha 1976 

disturbances. 

Tha second l a tha neceet i ty for 'homeland1 

a u t h o r i t i e s to e l im ina te a populat ion t h a t i a 

both non-Tawena (and makes a aiockary of 

n a t i o n a l i a t cleime to athnic p u r i t y ) and that 

poaaa a threat to p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y . 

Tha iaaua of p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y and tha 

nacaaaity t o remove and contro l unemployment 

ao aa t o achieve i t , l a a dominant theme of 

tha Rlakart Commission report (ABB J IP ,9 ) and 

•any of i t s raccmaandationa ara aimed 

prac iaa ly at t h i a * Going f u r t h a r back in t i n e 

i t can ba argued that ona of tha kay functions 

of tha a n t l r s pol icy of 'hoaaland independence* 

i a aiaiad at tha dacan t ra l i aa t ion and tha 

removal f r o * d i rec t South Af r ican Jur isd ic t ion 

of tha contro l of tha unemployed. 

Tha BT government would l i k a t o withdraw 

from i t a funct ion of contro l and atatananta 

auch aa tha fo l lowing by tha BT N in le to r of 

tha I n t e r i o r (ROfl. 79 .05 .29 ) ara i n d i c a t i v e 

of t h i a i "The praaanca of aquattara in 

BophuthaTawana was undeelrable bacauaa tha 

country waa not a 'dumping ground 1 * . 

oountrlee where a labour f M l f o r c a p i t a l • 
waa rap id ly and v i o l e n t l y created ( A f r i c a . 
L a t i n America and As ia ) , ana where tha 
la rgaa t proport ion of production l a accounted 
for by au l t i—nat iona l corporationa or vary 
! * rga local ly-oyned COmpeniee. 

Thaaa 'monopoly* companies r a l y f o r t h a i r 
technology and machinery on what i a balng 
davalopad i n countr laa auch aa tha USA, 
Germany, a t e , and, t h e r e f o r e , apply c a p i t a l -
inteneive (eiachinary ra thar than paopla ) 
tachnlquaa i n tha "Third yor id 1 countriae 
whera thay oparata . Whan thaaa coeipaniaa 
axpand thay do not abaorb/aajploy tha 
i n d u s t r i a l raeervo eraiy, or only abaorb a 
vary aaiall aac t ion . 

Yat tha r e a l i t y of tha a i t u a t i o n l a 

praciaa ly t h a t t tha country l± a dumping 

ground* and a l l t h a t tha South Afr ican atata 

aa i t a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i a t o move a eect ion 

of tha populat ion from ona dumping ground t o 

tha othar i n tha i n t a r a e t a of athnic p u r i t y . 

I t i a I n thaaa te r»e that tha aat t ing up or 

tha naw Ndebele 'homeland' , many of whoea 

inhabi tanta ara ex-Wintsrve ldere . can ba 

undaratood. Ovar the paat yaar a procaaa haa 

baan e t t i n notion of puahing Y in te rve ld 

raa idanta out of tha araa through a v a r i a t y 

of meana* I t l e tha d a t a i l a and dynamlce of 

t h i a procaaa t h a t w i l l now ba examined. 

In August, 1978, BT pol ica launchad a 

eer lee of ra ida on Wintervald raa idanta . P lo t 

owoara and tananta who vara arraatad wara f inad 

R30 or t h i r t y daya for not having permi t * , and 

f o r thua baing ' i l l e g a l aquat ta ra* . Two iaauae* 

that of aquat t ing and i l l e g e l i t y . aa wal l aa 

t h a t of permit© naad to ba examined in mora 

d e t a i l * F i r e t l y * tha wintervald populat ion 

i a in f a c t not i l l a g a l , nor ara i t e inhabi tanta 

aquat tara* Winterveld paopla ara l i v i n g on 

rented land wi th tha w i l l i n g conaant of tha 

Smaller* l abour - in tene ive operet lone. could 
abaorb tha unaaiployad during parloda of 
growth, but thay account for an avar dacreee-
ing proport ion of productlva a c t i v i t y aa thay 
got squeezed out or takan ovar by tha 
'monopoiieo. Or a laa thay ara forcad to 
• • p l o y exact ly tha eaaia capital—intanalva 
tachnlquaa to ba abla to compote wi th tha 
vary largo f i n e * 

Tha impl ica t ione ara that a aact ion of tha 
r a l a t i v a surplus populat ion ara not only 
unemployed but unemployable by tha dominant 
l a rge -eca le * c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e aact ion of 
tha economy. Thay hava baan morfl inalieod* 
- ede* 

ounara of that l a n d . I n no way i a t h a i r 

occupation i l l a g a l . Why than ara thay 

et igmatlaad aa aquattara? 

Legal ly , aquatt ing in Afr ican araaa i a a 

phenomenon that doaa not e x i s t . No a x i e t l n g 

l a g i a l a t i o n lncorporataa tha p o s s i b i l i t y of 

i l l a g a l occupation of African-owned land. 

(Tha 1935 Land Act daf inaa aquatt ing on 

whita-ownad land only} whila tha proclamations 

r a l a t i n g t o land tenure i n tha 'homelande' 

(R192 /67 , R1B8/69) contain no daacr ip t ion of 

aqua t t ing . I n a atudy of BophuthaTawana 

dona by tha Potchafatroom Unlvara i ty 

I n a t i t u u t v i r Straekbeplanning i t i a f i n a l l y 

decided, using tha d e f i n i t i o n of tha BT 

eecratary f o r I n t e r n a l A f f a i r a t t h a t aquat t ing 

occura 

aa gavolg van die vaat ig ing van Bantoa 
wat van aldara afkomatig i a an n ia volgtne 
y e t i i k a voorakr i f goekied hat n i a , d i t 
onooontlik i a om orda l i ka baplannlng ta 
handhaaf ("•••bacauaa of tha sett lement * 
of Bantu coming f r o * elsewhere and not 
according to l aga l p r e s c r i p t i o n , i t i a 
impoeeible to maintain ordar ly p lann ing" ) . 

tfinterveld than bacomaa aaquat tar* araa 

pr imar i ly bacauaa i t a raa idanta movad thara 

by themselves and wara not a a t t l a d by tha 

a t a t a . Thia impl iaa that those who ara 

' aquat ta ra* ara avading attempta at c o n t r o l . 

I t i a i n auch attampta to aecapa bureau-

c a a t i c c o n t r o l * t h a t tha conception of U i n t e r -

va ldere ae " i l l e g a l " haa i t a o r ig ine* With 

thaaa two i d e o l o g i c a l notiona of "aquat tara* 

and " i l l e g a l i t y " goaa t h a t of impermananca. 

The r a t i o n a l e goes' thus: Bacauaa thay ara 

sqeuttere thay ara i l l e g a l and bacauaa thay 

are i l l a g a l they w i l l hava to ba movad. 

f u r t h e r * once thay ara only thara temporari ly 

there i a no need to provide houaing or 
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However* tha provis ion of Wintervoldors 

with a stamped residence p e m i t I n tho l r 

roforanco book** u n t i l ~ a t laaat holf way 

through 1977 seems t o b e l l i t h * abova, Thlo 

lo not I n f a c t oo. For while o rosldanco 

atoap doaa soon a dagroa of o f f i c i a l recogni­

t ion of tha exietence of V i n t o r v a l d , i t * 

importance l l o i »oro I n I t s re la t ionsh ip t o 

amploya*nt than t o l o g a l acoomwodotion. For 

what the a lgn l f lcanca of a raaidanca stamp i s , 

l o t h a t I t a l low* ptopla to r s g l s t a r aa work-

aaakara, Onco raaidanca ataapa ara no longer 

laauod pooplt can no longer ga t l o g a l Joba, 

I t l a I n tho re fusa l to issue roalQanca stamps 

that tha f l r a t lnd lca t lona of tha procoaa of 

sxclualon of tha poopla of sf lntorvald froai 

accaaa t o Joba and tha beginning of what I 

a h a l l t a r n t h e i r m*rg ina l laa t ion can ba aoan, 

Tha pol ice r a i d * on tha tUntarva ld 

'squat tors 1 continjod with incraaalng i n t e n a i -

ty from August u n t i l at loaa t November, 1970, 

Praaa roporta ravaal that aa harmful aa tha 

cont inual necessity to pay tha R30*00 

admission of g u i l t f i n * * * . *-•»• tha <Jograa of 

insecur i ty t h a t roau l tad amongat tha popular 

t l o n aa moll aa tha l n a t l t u t l o n a l l a a t l o n of 

t h a l r ' i l l e g a l 1 s ta tus . Even today I t l a not 

c loar whether tha pol ico act ion takan waa In 

f a c t ' l o g a l * * tha povorty* l a o l a t l o n and 

inaacur l ty of tha poopla concarnad aa v e i l aa 

faara of v i c t i m i s a t i o n m n t that %t no atago 

waa tha r igh t to r a i d rant -paying tenants 

avar chal lenged, (An I n t a r a a t i n g aspect of 

tha inc idents , and ona that a t l l l t h e r a c t a r -

laaa tflntarvald today* l a tha cooperation 

batwaan tha OophuthaTawana and South Afr ican 

po l i ce . Tor whlla tha ac tua l land ralda ara 
4 

a 6T a f f a i r * tha admin is t ra t ive aapact -

charges, payment of f i n e s , ate - a l l takes 

placa In tha South Af r ican pol lco a t a t l o n at 

Plabopana, Thara could ba no c learer Ind ica t ion 

that tha fundamental funct ion of contro l l a 

c r u c i a l and t h a t u l t i n e t a l y i t makes no 

di f ference who carr ies I t o u t ) * 

Tharo aro oVnuabar of othar laauaa that 

davalopad around tha ra lda* oa w a l l aa conaidar-

abla confualon duo to tha unclaar l o g a l 

p o s i t i o n . 

F i r s t l y , four landowners, lnataad of 

paying admission of g u i l t f i n a o , mllowod 

thaoaolvaa to ba chargad* Tha charges wora 

a ) harbouring paopla who hod no res ident ia l 

p a r a i t a * and b ) sub le t t ing p l o t a without 

permission frost tha local chief magistrate 

(Post , 7 0 , 1 1 , 0 6 ) * Tha caaa . waa postponed 

at l a a a t twlco and thara ara no lndlcat lona 

a t a l l aa t o whathar I t waa ovar haard* or 

what tha outcome waa. At tha aaaa t i n * i t 

became apparent that tha ST author i t ies wora 

using *Catctw22n t a c t i c a to aafca tha a i t u a t l o n 

for U intorvo ld poopla on impoaalbla on* , Post 

( 7 8 , 1 0 . 2 2 ) raportad that " (Chief Lucas 

rtangopa) h a d , , . g l v a n tha **auranca that h ia 

aim waa not to throw poopla out of tha country 

*nd t h a t w*nt for paopla in U lntarva ld no 

na t ta r what t h o l r n a t i o n a l i t y . A l l ho aakad 

of l and lord* wa* that thay ahould ragular iaa 

tha poa l t ion of t h o l r tonanta by got t ing 

p a r a i t a f o r tharn',* A loca l l and lord 's 

raaponaa to th la r a v * * l a tha cynic iaa of auch 

a a ta taaant t *W* t r i e d t o d* that * but t h * 

loca l o f f i c * i a not cooporat lng, U* havo b**n 

t o l d permits w i l l no longer ba issued" (Post , 

7 8 , 1 0 , 2 2 ) * Tha same strategy ua* uaod at tha 

t l e a of OophuthaTawana 1 indapandanco tt I t waa 

raportad t h a t a l l those wanting to atay l a g a l l y 

in BT ahould apply f o r c i t l z a n a h l p , Thouaanda 

of tflntarvald paoplo did oo, Thay war* not* 

howavar* l n f o r a a d that to qua l i f y f o r c i t l z a n ­

ahlp thay wora to hava l l v a d l a g a l l y In tha 

area for at l a a a t 5 years, and t h a t anyway 

tha grant ing of c i t l z a n a h l p waa a t tha 

d lac ra t ion of tha loca l magistrate who 

cer ta in ly u a g not oynpathetic to tha 

app l ica t ions from Wintervald paoplo, 

Tha r-alds culminetad In Oacaabar* 1970* 

w i t h roporta of ev ic t ion orders being served 

on thouaanda of paopla I n tha area. (Tha 

Nat ion, o * c , 1970 ) , At tha aasia t i a o I t woa 

raportad t h a t paoplo woro f l a o l n g Uintorvold 

and Bat t l ing on Trust farms in tha v i c i n i t y 

( £ S l i * 78*11 .16)1 fur thoraoro I t l a now that , 

paoplo o ta r t moving to araaa auch aa Kweggaa-

f o n t * l n * Hasimanadrlft* a te * whar* r a a e t t l a a a n t 

camps had baan set up by t h * South Afr ican 

atata in tha naw Ndabele 'hoaaland", Tha 

p u b l i c i t y that tha ralda had received (du* 

meiniy to exce l lent praaa covoraga In Poat) 

f i n a l l y roaul tad in aavan 'hoaaland' laadara 

aonding a t a l a x to Or Koornhof* Minister of 

P l u r a l Halat ions and Development, "appealing 

to h i * to atop tha removal* of non*Tawanaa 

in araaa In BophuthaTawana" (£oat* 7 0 . 1 2 , 1 5 ) , 

A Moratorium waa than daclarad u n t i l a meeting 

batwaan South Afr ican and GT au thor l t i aa In 

fabruary to diacuaa tha a i t u a t l o n , 

I hava not baan abla to discover what tha 

outcoao of tha Fabruary a * * t l n g waa* Vat* an 

account of avanta in tflntarvald ainca than 

r a v a a l * that tharo seems to ba no ln tan t ion 

e i t h a r by South A f r i c a or by 0T t o attampt 

any resolut ion to tha a i t u a t l o n , Squattar* 

hava not baan raided ainca Oacombar* 1978* 
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but wore subt le and ins id ious forma of 

pressuris ing people to leave tht area have 

been devieed. 

The auccvaa of these meaeures l a ind ica ted 

by tha etatement in Parliament on 2 l s t February* 

1979, by t h t Deputy Min is te r of P l u r a l Relat ione 

Or Hartzenborg, that ••tha government had , 

r e a e t t l e d about 6 000 f e m i l i e e from the 

U interve ld araa of BophutheTewena*, and that 

• • • • e x t r a land is baing made ava i lab le for 

reset t lemente" (P f t at , 7 9 * 0 2 . 2 2 ) . 

Tha ra fuaa l to leeua r e s i d e n t i a l permits 

to U interve ldere hee aince 1978 extended to the 

excluaion from ecceee to tha bureaucracy in 

l t a e n t i r e t y . Tha Oube labour o f f i c e i s to 

i a l l i n tan ta and purposes c loaed. U in tarva ld 

people eeeking enything from reference booka 

to appl icet iona for d r i v e r ' e l icences are t o l d 

to go to Ge-Rankuwa, Thara they are turned 

away on tha grounda that they are from Winter-

ve ld* This was to ld to me by numerous Winter-

veld people, but o f f i c i a l conf irmation wee 

made i n a report that appaarad in Pott 

( 7 9 . 0 5 . 0 3 ) when an o f f i c e r at tha Qdl 

magistrates court i n Ga-Rankuwa aaid t h a t , 

"A la rge number of people who c a l l at tha 

o f f i c e s to renew t h e i r workseeker permits 

and contract endorsements are turned away 

unhelped da l ly 1 1 . Ha added t h a t , "This o f f i c e 

doee no longer cater for equattere ' 1 , Tha 

a r t i c l e quotae at least thcee case*, of people 

being rendered 'unemployable* because of such 

act ion* 

Tha double-deal ing and crooked t a l k of 

o f f i c i a l s l a again rauealed wi th reference to 

t h i e iaaue* C Nkau, BT'e sacretery f o r 

I n t e r n e l A f f a i r s , aaid t h a t President Hangope 

had made i t c lear that "aquattera would enjoy 

tha homeland!© p r i v i l a g e a ( inc lud ing tha 

a b i l i t y to aeek work) only i f they took out 

tha country'e c i t i 2 e n e h i p " (Poat . 7 9 . 0 5 . 0 7 ) , 

The eama a r t i c l a containe a report of a 

etatement by tha chief magietrata of Od i , 

Phi van Niekork, saying that "the BophutheTewena 

government hed deceived equattere by g iv ing 

them an impreesidn t h a t tha acqu ia i t ion of 

the country 's c i t i z e n s h i p would help them". 

The re fusa l to ac tua l l y grant tha ' squat te re 1 

c i t i zensh ip hae already been diecueeed. 

Therm are two, but i n t e r - r e l a t e d , 

proceases at work in U intarva ld today. Tha 

ona i a tha contro l of employment and tha 

regu la t ion of acceas to Jobs - I n tha caea of 

U i n t a r v a l d , i t a p o p u l a t i o n ^ excluaion from 

joba* The eecond i e the praaaurea uaed to 

phye ica l iy remove people to mora remote and 

leae v i s i b l e dumping grounda. 

Tha 1978 ralda were the crudeet manifes­

t a t i o n of t h i a * 5inca then pol ice pressure hae 

taken two main format ( i ) ra id ing of i l l e g a l 

t raders , and ( i i ) praaeure to cloaa down 
1 p r i v a t e 1 schools. 

Raiding of t r a d e r s ! As unemployment i n 

U intarva ld has become worea and worse, more 

and more people havm taken refuge in the 
f in formal sector ' * I do not went to launch 

in to a d e t e i l e d discussion of the informal 

sector, merely to eay that i t conalsta of tha 

aelf-employed end a l l those engaged in non-

wege eerning e c t i v i t i a e , i e a l l those occupied 

i n the non-formel sector ,o f ths economy. I t 

i a by now f a i r l y genera l ly accepted that the 

informal aector wi th l t a low l e v e l e of c a p i t a l 

accumulation, unprotected working condi t lona, 

i l l e g a l status and Job inaecur i ty ie of ten the 

moat e x p l o i t a t i v e amctor of the economy. At 

l t e base i a the s i t u a t i o n where the working 

claas i s providing gooda end aorvicee f o r 

I t s e l f , out of i t e own meagre wagee and wi th 

no aubaidlea by c e p l t a l . £ a e e n t l a l l { i t meane 

that the working claaa i e feeding o f f i t s e l f 

i n an aver downward sp i ra l of poverty. 

Of course, not a l l of thoeo engaged i n 

informal aector a c t i v i t i e s are poor* In 

U i n t e r v e l d , aa I have aaid before , the informal 

aector i s not uniform and i t e 'successes' ere 

manifest i n terms of those who have managed 

to monopolise scares reaourcea — water , l e n d , 

bui ld ing m a t e r i a l a , education s k i l l s , e t c . The 

major i ty df people however do not form a par t 

of th ia r e l a t i v e l y p r i v i l e g e d group. They are 

tha roedaide e a l l a r e , the w a t e r - c a r r i e r s , 

shoe-ehine boys, e t c . 

The s e l l e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y , are often women. 

The others who screpe together meagre cents 

f o r t h e i r hard labour , o f ten c h i l d r e n . I t l a 

they , tha poorest of a l l U in ta rva ld people, 

whom the pol ice hava at tacked the hardeet . 

Tha f a i r l y la rge roadside marketa that ware 

a common s ight l a a t year have diaappeared. 

Today, only c few people w i l l e e l l together , 

t h e i r waraa exhib i ted on the ground ao that 

escape mey be swi f t ahould the pol ice a r r i v e . 

Thaee people do not wleh to be i l l e g a l , but 

t h e i r numerous appl icet iona for l icences hava 

a l l been diemiesed. 

The Hbeurdity of tha s i tua t ion waa made 

c lear when a b l i t z on s t ree t vendors waa 

reported in tne ROE of 79 .08 .15t Tha o f f i c e r 

in charge of nabopane pol ice s t a t i o n . Captain 

Molopa, said t h a t " there were four l icenaed 

grocere serving about 500 000 people in tne 

U interve lg d i s t r i c t and that there were no 

l icenced s t r e e t vendors,*1 Those arrested 

http://79.08.15t
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paid admission of g u i l t f l n e e ranging from 

R10,00 to RSO.OO, and i t wee daniad that t h a i r 

goode were aot a l i g h t * 

I t does indaad e%em that tha n o n - c o l l e o t - . 

ion , of r a t a * from Uinterve ld raaidanta i a made 

up for by tha oreaming o f f of money in numorouo 

f i n a a and b r i b a a t pa id to aacura tha 

inhab i tante* miaereb l * oxiotence. 

Tha oemo e l t u a t l o n ax ia ta wi th ragard to 

echoolei Thara i a no formal schooling 

at ructura i n U in terve ld* Inataad achooiing 

haa become par t ofl the informal aactor wi th 

ind iv idua ls who hava aocaaa t o soma aducation 

a t a r t i n g achoola i n corrugated i r o n shacks. 

Tha achoola ara axpanaiva (up to R8VQD par year ) 

and tha education i a of tan inadaquata whi le 

condlt iona ara hor r ib ly overcrowded. Qftan tha 

teecher -pup i l r a t i o i a aoaathing l i k a 1 t100 , 

Yat i n tha conaciouanaaa of U in terve ld 

paopla aducation i a what counta. Paranta 

unanimously ba l i ava that aducation w i l l 

f a c i l l t a t a > i f not f o r them, than for tha 

c h i l d r e n , movemant out of tha ghatto in which 

thay ara trappad* 

I do not in tand to discuss ' squat te r 

conaciouanaaa* hera , merely to atata t h a t an 

at tack on achoola l a o f t a n tha l a e t strew t h a t 

forces f a m i l l e a to take a daclaion to •ova . 

I n Harch t h i a yaar four of tha la rgaa t achoola 

wort raidad and* in f a m i l i a r e t y l o . tha p r i n c i -

pala f i n a d . An important iaaua hara i a tha 

i n a t l t u t i o n a l i a a t l o n of e t h n i c i t y . Tha graat 

Ma jor i ty of Wintarvald populat ion i a non-Tewane, 

and tha achoola r a f l a c t tha graat d i v e r e i t y of 

language found. I t i a t h i a , and tha conaaquent 

attempt to forca paopla to accapt Tawana aa 

tha medium of i n a t r u c t i o n that i a a pravalant 

f a a t u r a of thaaa r a i d s . 

Las t ly , and aioat a i g n i f i c e n t l y . i t would 

seem t h a t attempts ara baing made by tha 

BT a u t h o r i t l a a to davlaa a now atratagy to 

daal wi th tha ' U i n t e r v e l d problem' , Tha 

aouattara w i l l not a l l move, for avary ona 

faai l ly who goes, thouaanda mora remain. Tha 

racognl t ion of t h i a i a r a f l a c t a d in tha ettempt 
• 

to impose tha r a a p o n a l b i l i t y for daaling wi th 

Wintarvald paopla onto tha landlords* In 

narch th ia yaar ( p o s t . 79 ,03 .24 ) Chlaf flangopc 

to ld tha plot-owners that "thay had robbad 

tha aquattara of thouaanda of rende* and "thay 

d id not cara about the wel fare of tha aquattara 

who naadad propar housing, roads* achoola* 

f raah water and s a n i t a t i o n , * 

Slnca U in te rve ld 'a incept ion c a p i t a l haa 

abdicated any claims t o r a a p o n a l b i l i t y for tha 

walfara of tha unak i l l ad labour forca houaad 

in w in ta rva ld* So too haa tha South Af r ican 

a t a t a and now 8ophuthtjTawana. flora aarioue 

ara thraata to expropr ia te landlorda* Already 

tha eaada of a eerioue struggle ara developing, 

not only over iaauea such aa that of compensa­

t i o n , but on a mora fundamental l e v e l over the 

i m p l i c i t attempt to mcjva the funct ion of 

contro l one atap f u r t h e r away onto tha 

ahouldera of the landlorda themselves. 

I t i a impossible t o pred ic t the u l t imate 

f e t e of e place euch «s U interve ld with sny 

degree of c e r t a i n t y , i t i a not something that 

I would attempt to do* Yetp c e r t a i n p a t t e r n s , 

c e r t a i n proceseee. c e r t a i n s t r u c t u r a l 

conetre inta ara becoming aver more c l e a r . I t 

l a thaee t h a t w i l l be dea l t wi th In the l a a t 

section1 of t h i s a r t i c l a . 

I n ay in t roduct ion I t r i a d to make c lear 

that I considered i t dangerous to focus too 

sharply on any one area to the exclusion of 

o thare . or to f a i l to racogniae tha overe l l 

conditione which csuaa squat ter concentretions 

and resett lement campa to emerge. I hava 

t r i e d to ahow that placaa l i k e U interve ld are 

symptomatic of a t r u c t u r a l fea tures of South 

Afr icen p o l i t i c e l economy. Hare e major 

element l e that of a t r u c t u r a l unemployment end 

underemployment. The increase in mechanization 

t h a t character ized a l l l e v a l e of the South 

Af r icen economy in the 1960s and 1970a 

lncraeeingly meene that the la rge and u n s k i l l e d 

reeerve army who gather i n euch ereee ee Winter* 

veld ara lncraeeingly redundant to the 

immediate needs of c a p i t a l i s t and become a 

t h r e a t t o p o l i t i c a l a t a b i l i t y which haa to be 

c o n t r o l l e d . E a r l i e r I apoke of marg ine l i ze -

t i o n - on the moet concrete l e v e l i t r e f e r e to 

the process of oxclueion from d i r e c t economic 

p a r t i c i p a t i o n , to tha groee under-empioyment 

of women, to the phenomenal ratae of youth 

unemployment. 

Yet i t operetee on a myriad of l e v e l s . 

The conetant decreeee in tha amount of caah 

c i r c u l a t i n g in araaa euch aa U interve ld 

meene that in a f f e c t the informal eector i e 

ehrinking - the a b i l i t y of a community to 

l i v e o f f i t a e l f decl ine^* 

The d e t e r i o r a t i o n i n d ie t and hael th that 

I have witneaaad over the past 9 months i a 

teetlmony to t h i e . Vegstablee and f r u i t ere 

the f i r e t to go, then M a t , then t e e * , * u n t i l 

f e m i l i e e 1 staple d i e t l a that of mealie meal 

and wetered down m i l k . Obviously m e l n u t r i t l o n 

l e on the increase, but so i e the l e v e l of 

ree ietence to dieeeee Qecroeolng, Another 

example* leea ch i ld ren can a f fo rd to go to 

school - fewer and fewer are able to l ea rn 

even the moet rudimentary of s k i l l s needed 



f o r an i n d u s t r i a l labour force* Last ly* tha 

neglect i n tha provis ion of any i n f r a s t r u c t u -

r s l f a c i l i t i a s whatsoever, becomes s fsa turs 

that i s nort and mora harmful over t ime. 

Tha p i l a a of rubbish do not go swsy, tha wster 

doaa not bacons lass po l lu tad wi th time* 

Ths conclusion thst csn bs drawn from the 

descr ipt ions ara not pleasant* Gsnocids i s 

not s p r a t t y word* not even i f i t s s f f s c t s 

ara going to taks SO yaara t o ba f a i t * Yst 

one's conclusions csn go beyond t h i s * I t i s 

at t h i s point thst I re turn to my in t roduct ion! 

to tha resurgsnce of i n t e r e s t being shown in 

Ulintervold. 

Ca l ls l i k e those of Fire Suzmsn, for sn 

•urgent so lu t ion on the l ega l status of the 

a r e s , s people to be negot ia ted by the South 

Afr ican and BophutheTewana governments" 

(RDW* 79 .08 .25 ) do not help anything* not do 

health—education pro jec ts * st least not u n t i l 

people have ths msens to a t t a i n tha m a t e r i e l 

conditions ( food end housing) that wogld al low 

such schemes some v e l i d i t y * So too plens for 

•squatter upgrading 1 , f o r irt the l a s t analysis 

u n t i l people hsve jobo, u n t i l they hsve ths 

p o l i t i c s l and economic r ights that w i l l al low 

them to make t h e i r voices heard* there i s no 

so lu t ion* 

The so lu t ion to u i n t e r v e l d i s thus not 

a supsrst ructura l one, not a cosmetic one* 

not something t h a t can be car r ied out in 

i a o l s t i o n * but I s an i n t e g r a l per t of the 

process of rest ructur ing that w i l l deal 

with tha basic problems of the s t ructure 

of South Afr icen p o l i t i c a l economy. 
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* 

•Whan you're out of luck and out of work* 
you con elwaya go to Johannesburg," 

E l « i a Coe to l lo , 1979 

" I ' v e bean in Jo'burg two yeeret «nd 
haven' t got a job ya t t 1 survive by 
r e l y i n g on r e l a t i v e s and f r iende f o r 
handouto* and when things ara r e a l l y bad. 
I scrounge f p r fftod in dustbins * . * " 

f«gtu fligrent, 1979 

THE t a l e I have to t a l l i a not a dramatic onej 

i t w i l l not heve the majesty of t h a t un forgot t -

sblo dsy when, on a murky emoke- f i l l ed 

morning* twenty thousand young Sowato echool-

ch i ld ren marched in anger against yet one 

more i tem of oppression, g iv ing expression, 

perhepe even b i r t h to , a whole new conecioue-

neea *nd s p i r i t of raeiatence i n Soweto snd 

South A f r i ca * Uhat I have to t e l l l a tha more 

mundane story of how people* faced wi th the 

eame m a t e r i e l condit ions as those school­

c h i l d r e n , being subject to the eeme condit lone 

of oppreeelon and e x p l o i t a t i o n take tha 

a l t e r n a t i v e , iong-euf fe r ing path of reeietance 

and* at rock bottom, s u r v i v a l . Heny of the 

caueoe. of which Soweto *76 waa a symptom, 

ara the eeme onea which structure p o l i t i c e l 

end economic l i f e in Soweto todayj not much 

hae changed! indeed* much may ba worse. So 

tha etory here t o l d l e both a oimple and 

complex one) i t i e of how ordlnery people* 

faced w i t h aweaome odde. eke out an axletence 

i n condit lone of poverty end unemployment; 

how they help each o t h e r * * * and how they 

e x p l o i t each other* 

But f i r e t , eome primary informat ion i e 

neceeesryt Soweto i s e compact, yet sprawling 

c i t y * covering 88 eq.km, wi th 102 000 houees 

snd 10 hostele ( the l a t t e r houaing 45 000 

people ) . O f f i c i a l l y , therm ara 800 000 

people i n Soweto; u n o f f i c i a l , and mors 

accurate aaeeesments put the f igure et 

m e r e r 2 m i l l i o n * A Bureau for Market 

Reeearch eurvey in 1977 ahowmd there to be an 

overage of 10 pereone to e houee (of which 

70Jl ere 5 1 / 6 , i . e . 4 rooms in t o t q ) * The 

populet ion deneity i e 100 per hectare 

(Johonneoburg i s 2 3 ) . BfIR e e t l a e t e e thet 

350-400 000 psople in Sowato are economical­

l y ec t ive ( i * e * i n eome form of formal wage 

employment), and commute to work in Johennee-

burg each day. But t h l e r e l e t s a problem. 


