WINTERVELD

WINTEAVELD = & name that like thoss of
Crossroads; Thornhill, Glensore, is becoming
more and more common in tha liberal press,
that 1s beginning to eliclt cries of oukrage
from the Proges,; attespts at soclal action by
the churches... WhyT The guestion ls neither
idle nor facetlous, Tor the bullding up in

the medis of an sres as an emotlive lesus is
all too common,; and ss [ hope to show later,
all too destructive,

The history of Winterveld thet is to
follow will isalate specific trends and
proceasss, and hopes o show Ehat like so many
pf the resttlemant villages, sguatter camps
and other varieties of dumping grounds,
Winterveld is not LImportant in iteslf as an
area to be Tocusamed on ko the exclusion of all
the others, Hather; the dynsslcs that go to
make up Wintarveld, thoss of unemploymant snd
labour control; of repression and ethnic
igeologies; render the place symptosatlic of
much that iz happening In South Afrlce today,
Tha informatisn pressntad hare should be

seen as an attempt to anelyss snd Illu-ltiél .
thesw dynamlcs and is not Intended am an
exposd of an lsolated incident {or en
"ynusual svent™ instesd of an "on=golng
procesa™ = see the srticle on "Clenmore
Resettlement™ in WIP 9).

interveld is & vast eres aboubt 35 km
to the northeest of Pretoris and within the
"pordara" of "Lndependent' BophuthaTeswana.
The pleace ls privete and freshold land
belonging to African landownars who had bought
it »s Far back as 1938 From & lend speculatlon
company, The company had aold it off Im 5

.and 10 morgen plots when it wes declared a

relesssd ares under the 1936 Land Act. The
land la zoned Ffor agricultural smallholdings,
yat today it has a population of anything
betwasn 300 000 and 750 DOO0.

The histery of the arigins af the
Winterveld populetion im =t once the history
of the veast population upheavals and resetile-
mants that constitute much of South Africa's
hiatoary inm the 19502 and 1960m. The mechanl-=

ization and ceapltalizetion of white=ocwnad
farming Bt this timea =meant that the last
veatiges of a semi=Feudal sgricultural labour
force,; labour temants and sgquatters, were

svicted from khe land. The gursl villages in
which meny of them wers ressttled wers far
from employ=ent, end no agricultural lend was
made svallable to them. It is many of these
people who constltute the Winterveld populas=
tion,

The second large group is yat another set
af victisa of resettlementy This tima thoma
who were moved from "black spots' sround
Preatoria. The spproximately 30 000 popula=
tion of Lady Selborne; as well as the Lnhabi-
tants of Esstwood, Riverside and Escrsterus
are included here, They should have recelved
housing in the "willages" of Mabopens and
Ga=Renkuws, but becauss sa Few houses were
built; the ower=Fflow snded up renting plots
from Winterveld landlords. The sess with
those evictéd from misslon land.

The third group is thoss pecple who have
moved to Wintsrveld because of lack of
sccommodation, overcrowding, endorsements out,
atc, from other sress on the Aeef. The demoli=
tion of the small freshold plota snd sguatter
concentrations near Germiston,; Kespton Park
and Senani; In the late 1950s end sarly
19608; means that many Winterveld resldents
stil]l work on the Esst Rend snd trevel daily
from one end of the resf to the athar.

interveld ss & whole comprises an arwa
of about &0 km in dismeter. OF thias only the
5 morgen plots, those clossat to Mabopane; are
densely settled. This area, commonly known
as Stakoneng = "close togethar', "shantytown'
= ia satisated to have & population density



af 185 pear ha; The Turthar awsy one EOvVEs
from Mabopans the more sparss sstileasnt
beacomes. Yet thers sre very few smallholdings

whara there are ne sguattesra at all.

It im alao probesble that once & amall=
holder has sllowsd btenants onto hq:fhil land

& process heas begun that is very difficult
to limit., Tenant Farming iz In many cases

more profitable than agriculturs; snd st tisas
of drought (ss at pressnt) thers Ls an added
inecentive to sllow tenants onto the land and

- €0 secure & atesdy cash incoms, This im; af

course, on = mors Fundamental level ons of the
results of ths srosion of ressrve sgriculture.

'Squatters' pay betwesn R3,00 snd A5,00
per month for a plot an which to build,

Hnululz,.|hnu}u thay -4- inte & vecent hnull.‘
or ons that has besm built by = landlord,

rents will be considersbly highar. Housews

vary greatly in size = from two to ssven roomsj
the majority are bullt of mud or homp-made
bricks snd have zinc rocfe.. Thers ace alse
large numbsrs of tin and wooden shanties.

Apart Trom the sain road runnimg through
Winterveld snd sn sxtreamaly sfficlenk bus
sarvice (to trsnsport labour) thsre ls no
infrastructural development whatsosver. Water
is bought from pumps belonging to landlords st
Zc for 20 litres, or sbout 40c for « 200 litre
drum, The plit latrinss that do exist are often
very closs to ths borsholes cendering high the
possibllity that water is unfit ko drink.

Thezre ace only 4 doctora in the ares, snd while
thare are clinics at Mabopans and Klipgst end
& hosplital at Ga=Renkuwa,; thess ars often not
avalilable to Winterveld residents. ODlsssses
such as dyssntery, gastro—sntaritis, bilhar—
zis, kwashiorkor; bronchitis snd VO that are
related to povarty, malinourlishment and un-
hyglenle living conditions are comson in the
ArPa. | '

Wintarveld hit the haadline in 1973 whan
the Pretoris Wews did an exposd of conditions
thera, The flurry of publlcity resultad in a
Departmant of Health survay of the ares

(unavailsble) sa well as the tabling of

parlissesntecy questions sbout conditions in
the erea, At the time 1t was sald that at
lesat 12 tamporary schools wers balng planned
far the areaj that hostal sccommodation as
being made avalilable; that 10 D00 housess wera
to be built in Mabopesns East. Tha Deputy
Ainiatar of Bantu Administration; Mr THH
Jangon,; was reaported to have sald thatj




The sstablishment of a pollce station In
the sguatter areas would be an important
step In plans to control the development
of the sluma.

Now, Tive yesrs laster, there ars atill no
services; of all that was sald to have been
planned only tha police station was bullt.
The guestion that has to be asked Le why?
whet; Lf any,; are tha reasons Tob tha Fact
that & clty of half a million people has bean
neglacted for so long and in such conditions?
Liberal indignation about the situation in
Wintarveld cannot provide any snswers. WNor
can sxposdsr of overcrowding and dissmsws, %8
well am the resultant plans and demands For
"sgusttar upgrading' produce any indicatlions
g8 to why Winterveld exists at all,

The answears are rathar to be sought in

tha history of proleterisnization: in Ehe need

It has bean argued that it is capltalist
acoumulation lteaelf that constantly
produces, in relatlon to its own snarcgy
and sxtent, a relstivaly redundant working
population, i.s, & population which is
superfluocus to capital's averags reguire-
manka for its own valorization, and ls
therafore & surplus populstion,

In othar words, cspital is only capital
becsuse it increases its mass (eccumulates).
This it does in that labour prodiuces mar®
than the valus of its wages snd this surplus
does to the cepitelist. This surplus is
then reinvestad Iirm mores sachinery and mOoT®
labourers.

The surplus can also be increased in several
nther ways. For exemple, by increasing the
length of the working day or by forcling
labour to work harder For the same wagms.
Howsver, lncressingly cepital is anlarglng
the surplus produced by the working class

by introducing mechines that allow each
worker to produce more goods. Whereas
praviously 3 workera using 3 machines

to sscure for industry a cheap labour Foroej
in the need to control that labour Torce; end
in an exsmination of the forms that this

It i& in this context that
it becomes explicable that of all that was
promlesd to Winterveld; only a police station
= an lnstitetion that has direct control
Functions = was bullt,

control aEsumER.

It is in this sensse
too that the negotlietions betweesn South Africa

_and BophuthaTewens as to who is responsibla

for winterveld, and the sttempts to evict
non=Tewana from the area becoms comprehensible.
For this is ons Facat of the struggle betwssn
the South Africen state and its functionsries
over delegetion of responeibilities.

It is only in 1977 that Winterveld agein
becomes anything of an iassus in the media.
This time Iin the context of BophuthaTswans
It was reported in the RDA
of 77.12.07 that; "The South Africen asnd

"independence" ,

produced 3 items, now 1 worker uses

3 machines to produce 6 itema.

Thia mesns that workers are made redundent
to the accumulation needs of capital. And
néw workeara are unable Lo Find joba.

Thase unemployed people Fulfil the role of an
ndustria gzarva army For capltaliam,
They cen be absorbad intoc employment during

-periods of rapid growth of the economy or

when lsrge projects such =8 reilway lines,
harbours, etc are undertaken. The industrial
resarve army alsoc serves to depress weges

In that cepital can alweys thresaten thoas in
employment with dismissal if they should strike
for higher wages (ses some of the ceses
discussed under Labour Ackion in this lssue,
afid the Eversady Strike that wes discussed

in a previcus issue). ’

It can, tharefore, be seen that the aurplus
population or industrial ressrve army is -
functional to caplital.
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Fi
BophuthaTewana governments are to cooperate

in the ressttlement of thousands of blacks
«ss@mong the key targets ars ths sgquattars inm
Winterveld,..and Thaba "Mchu in the Free State®,,
At the ssams time an sgréemant was made between
South Africa and BophuthaTswana to the effect
that South Africa would undertake to ressttle
all thoss who wantsd to move, snd that Bophuthe-
Tewana would let ths rest stay thers until
proviglions were made Fof Ehes,

This sgresssnt bastesen the South Africen
and BophuthaTswana (BT) suthorities has at bass
two concerns. The ons is the need to contrel
and to remove an sxcessively large surplus
population characterised by incressing poverty
and rising unemployment, from too closs
proximity to ths South African industrial.
eantre. This is particularly so in the context
of the dramatic incress® in Africen unesployment
in South Africa in thae 1970a, and in the context

It has basn polnted out that it is only by
understanding the ultimets unity of intarssts
batwsen the smployed and unemployed, and by
combining in orgenisationss that ths opesration
of this process of competition that is so
ussful to cespital, cen be countsracted,.

The CeERLYE aArmy ‘can,; during psriods of

capitslist crisis, grow too large and pose

s threat to political atability, The unes=
ployed may sven rise in ® revelt of despars-
tion and demand jobas, food and housing,

or resist sttemspts made to remsove snd control
tham.

This proesss; originally written about in the
ninstesenth century is wstill cccurring today.
But & new Factor .has been added to tha
creation of e relstive surplus population,
Marx arguad that the size of the industrial
resarve army went through “"vielent Flustus-
tions™ as ceplital went through crises or
sxpanded and grew. Racently; hewever, &

new process has started, esspacially in




of the threat csused to ths state by the 1976
disturbances.

Tha second is the necessity for "homeland'
suthorities to sliminate a population that is
both non-Tewana (and makes @ mockery of
nationalist claims to sthnic purity) and that
poses & threat to political stablility.

The issus of political stability snd the
necesaity to remove and control unllplﬂEIlﬂt.
a0 as to aschisve it; 19 & doainant theme of
the Riekert Commission report (ses WIP,9) and
many of its recommendations are simed
precisely at thia. Going further back in time
it can be arguesd that one of the hlr.funntiﬁﬂi
of the sntire policy of 'hempland independence’
is aimesd at the decentralisstion and the
ramoval from direct South Afpican Jurisdiction
of the uuﬁlrul of the unemployed.

The BT government would like to withdraw
from fite Tunction of control and statements
such as the followling by tha BT Minister of
the Interior (ADM, 79.05.29) are indicative
of this: "The presence of squetters in
BophuthaTewana was undessirable becauss the
country was not a "dumping ground!®,

countriss whers a lsbeur foroe for caplital
was repidly and viclently created (Africs,
Latin Americs and Asia), snd whare the
largest proportion of production is sccounted
for by multi=national corporations or very
large locally=owned companias,

These 'monopoly' cospaniss rely for their
technelogy and machlhnery on gyhat 1s belng
davelopad in countriss such as the USA,
Garmany, stc, and, thersfors, apply cepital-
intsnaive (mechinery rather than pecpls)
technigques in the '"Third World' countries
whare they operate. When these companiss
expand they do not lhlnrhfi-pluy tha
industriel ressrve army, or only sbsorb m
very small section,

Yot the redélity of tho sltustion is
precisely that: the country ig = gUInlnq
ground; and all that the South African state
gs ilts responeiblility is to move a sectlon
af the population From one dumping growund to
the other in the intersets of ethnic purity,

It is In thesa tarms thet the astting up of
the new Ndebalwm bhumiltnﬂ*, many of whoswm
inhabitants are ex=Wintarvelders, can be
uncderstaad. OJuer bhe past year & processy khes
bean set in motion of pushing Winterveld
rasidents out of the area through a variasty
of mepans., It is the details snd dynamics of
this process that will now be examined.

In August, 1978, BT police launched &
geries of raids on Winterveld residents. Plot
puwosrs and tenents who were arresbted were Tlned
R3O0 or thirty days for not having permits, and
for thus hling"illlgll squatters'., Two lgsuas,
that of sguatting and illegality, as wall as
that of permits need to ba sxemined in mora
datail. Firstly, the Winterveld populstion
is in fact not illegal, nor are its inhabitants
sguatters. Winterveld people are living an
ranted land with the willing consent of Lhe

5ll11ir, labour=intensive operations, could
absorb the unemployed during periods of

growth, but thay sccount for an sver decreas—

ing proportion of productive sctivity as they
get sguewzed out or taken owear by tha
‘monopoiies. Or slse they are forced to
smploy exsctly the ssase capitel=intensive
techniques to be sble to compete with the
very large Tirma.

Tha isplications sre that s section of ths
ralative surplus populaticon are not only
unamploysd but unemployeble by the dominant
large=scale, cepital-intensive section of
thea sconomy. They have besn marginalised.
= wds.
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ownars of that lend. In no way is their
accupation {llegel., Why then are thaey
stigmatised sa sguatters?

Legally, sguastting in African areas 1s &
phanomancn that doss not sxist. WNo existing
legialation Incorporatss tha posaibility of
illegal occupation of African—owned land.

{(Tha 1935 Land Act defines squatting on
‘white=ownad land onlyj whils the proclemations
calating o land tenuce Im Ehe ‘homelands'
(R192/67, R188/69) contain no description of
eguatting., In a study of BophuthaTawana

done by the Patchefstroom University

Inatituut vir Streekbeplanning it Lis finally
decided; using the definition of the BT
secretary for Intecnal AfFalras; that sguatting
oECurs

a8 gevolg van die vestiging van Bantow

wat ven sldere afkomstig 1s en nile volgens
witlike voorakrif geskied het nie, dit
onmoontlik is om ordelike beplenning te
handhaaf ("...beceuse of the settlement .
of Banty coming from elsswhere eand not
sccording to legal prescription; it ls
impossible to maintailn orderly planning™).

¥interveld then becomes s sguatter: srea
primarily because its residents moved there
by themselves and were not settled by the
state, This implies thet those who are
'sguatters' are evading asttempts at control.
It is in such attemptas to sscapes bBureau-
cnatic control. that the conception of Winter=
velders as "illegal™ has its origines. With

these two ideclogical notions of "sguatters"
and "{llegality® goes that of impermanance.
The rationale goed thus: Becsuse they are
egautters they are illegal and beceuse thay
gre illegal they will heve to be soved.

Further, once they are only thers temporarily

there is no nesd to provide housing or




services.

Howsver, the provision of Wintsrveldars
with a stemped residenca permit in their
refarence books, untlil.st least half waey
through 1977 sesms to belis the sbove. This
is not In fact so, For whilsa a reaidence
stamp doss mean s degtes of official recogni-
tion of the sxistence of Winterveld, its
importance liss more in its relstionship to
smploymant than to legal sccommodstion. For
what the significance of s residence stemp is,
is that it sllows pecple to regleter as work=-
asskers., Once resldences stamps ars no longer
issusd people can no longer get legal jobs.
It 1s in the refussl to lssus resldence stasps
that the first indicationa of the process of
sxclusion of the people of Winterveld from
accaas to Jobs snd the baginning of what I
shell term theit marginalisetion can be seen,

The police ralds on tha Wintscveld
"sguatters' continued with incressing intensi-
ty from Auguat until at least Novembar, 1978.
Press reporta reveal that ss harmful as the
continual necesaity to pay the R30,p0
admission of gullt fines, wes the degras of
ingacurity that resultsd smonget the populss
tion as well as the institutionsligstion of
their "illegal' status. Even today it is not
clear whether the polige sction taken was in
fect "legal® = the poverty, isolation and
Insecurity of the people concernsd as well as

fears of victimisation meant that at no stage
was tha right to rald rent-psying tansnts
gvar challenged. (An interssting sspesct of
the inclidents, and ona that stlll character=
ises Yinterveld todey, is the cooparation
betwsen the BophuthaTswana and South Africen
palice. For while the actual land raids are

e BT affalr, the administrative aspect =
charges, paysent of fines, stc - all takes
place in the South African police station at
Mabopana. There could be no clearsr indication
that the fundamental function of control is
crucial and that ultimately i1t makes no
difference who carries it out),

Thate are a'‘nusbsr of other lssuss that
developed around the raids, ss well as consider-
abla confuaion dum to the uncleser legal

position.

Firatly, four landowners, instead of
paylng sdmispion of gullt fines, allowsd
thesaelves to be charged. The charges were
a) harbouring peeple who had no residential
permits, and b) subletting plota without
parmission Trom the locel chisf maglistrate
(Post, 78.11.06). The cass. was postponed
at least twice and there are no indications

at all as to whethar it was sver haard, or
what ths outcoms was. At the same time Lt
becams spparent that the BT suthorities were
using "Catch=22" tactics to make the situation
for Winterveld pecpls an impossible one, Post
(78,10.22) reported that "({Chief Lucas
Mangope) hed...given the sssurance that his
aim was not to throw psople ocut of the country
and that went for pecple in Winterveld no
matter what their netionality. All he asked
of landlords was that thay should regularise

the position of thelir tenants by getting
permits for them,” A local lendlord's
rasponsa to this reveals the cyniclesm of such
e statement: "ue tried to de that, but the
local office la not cooperating. UWe have bean
told persits will no longer be issued® (Post,
78.10,22), The seme atreategy wes used at the
time of BophuthaTswena "independenca'i It was
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roported that sll those wenting to stey legally
in BT should spply for clitizenship. Thousands
of Winterveld pecple did so. They were not,
howaver, informed that to qualify for citizen-
ship they ware to have lived legally in the
area for at least 5 years, snd that anywey

the granting of cltizenship was st tha
discretion of the local magistrate who
certainly was not sympathstic to ths
spplicationa from Winterveld people. \

The raids culminated in December, 15978,
with tipn;t| of eviction orders being served
on thousands of pecpls in ths ares. (Ihs
Nation, Dac, 1978). At the seme time It wes
raported that p'npil wara Fleaing Wintarveld
and settling on Trust farms in the vieinity
{Pogts 76.11,16)3 furthwrsore it is now that .
people start moving to sreas such as Kwaggas=
fonteln, Hemmansdrift, stc, whare ressttlsasnt
camps had been set up by the South Africen
state in the new Ndebels "homeland'. The
publicity that the raids had receivad (due
mainly to sxcellent press coverage in Post)
finally regulted in seven "homsland' lsaderas
sending a telex to DOr Koornhof, Minister of
Plursl Aslatlions snd Developmant, "appealing
to him to gtop the removals of non=Teswaness
in areas in BophuthaTswena" {Eﬂlﬁf TR.12.15).
A moratorium was then declared until & mesting
between South Africen and BT suthorities in
Fabruary to discuss the esituation.

I haye not been able to discover what the
outcomz of the February meeting was. Yet, an
sccount of guents In Winterveld since then
revanls that thers sesms to be no Intention
either by South Africa or by BT to attempt
any resolution to the situation. Squatters
have not been ralded esince Decesber, 1978,




but more subtle and insidious forms of
preassurising people to lesve the area have
bean devised.

The success of these messures is Indicated
by the statement in Parlliament on Ziagt Februacy,
1979; by the Deputy Minister of Plural Relations
Dr Hartzenberg, that "the government had .
resattled about &6 DOOD femilies from the
Winterveld ares of BophuthaTaswana™, and that
"ossdxtra land is being made availeble for
resettlements” (Pgat, 79.02.22).

The refusal to issue residentlal permiks
to Wiptervelders has since 1978 extended to the
exclusion From sccess to the buresuvcrecy in
ite entiretys The Dubes labour offlce is to
, all intents and purposes closed. Winterveld
people seeking anythlng from reference books
to spplications for driver's licences are tnldl
to go to Ga-Rankuwa. Thers they ars turned

away on the grounds that they are from Winter-

veld:. This was told to ma by numerous Wintar=
veld people, but official confirmation was
made in @ report that appeared in Post
(79.05.03) when an officer at the Odi
magistrates court in Ge=Rankuwa said that,
"p large numbar of people who call at the
offices to rensw thelr workseeker permits
and contract endorsements are turngd away
wunhelped delly™, He sdded that, "This office
dosa no longer catar for squattera™, Tha
article quotes at least three casey of people
being rendared 'unsmployable' becayss of such
actions

The double—dealing and crooked talk of
officials is egaln revealed with refarence to
this flesus. G Wkau, BT"s secratary faor
Internal Affalirs, sald that President Mangope
had made it clear thet "sgquatters would anjoy

tha homeland's privileges (including the
ability to seek work) only LFf they took out
the country's citizenship" (Post, 79.05.07).
The same article contains a report of a
statement by the chief magistrate of 0Odi,

P van Niskerk, saylng that "tha BophuthaTawana
governmant had deceived sguatters by giving
tham an impression that the scguisition of
the country's citizenship would help them®,
The refusal to actually grant the "sguatters'
citizenship has already been discussed,

Therea are two, but intar-related,
processes at work im Winterveld today. The
one is the control of employment and the
ragulation of access to Jobs = in the cese of
Uinterveld, its population's exclusion from
jobes The second is the pressures usad to
phyelcally remove pscple to more remote and
less visible dumping grounds,

The 1978 ralids were the crudest manifes=—
tation of this. S5Since then police pressurs has
taken two mein forms: (1) raiding of illegal
tradere, and (il) pressurs to closs down
"privete' schools,

Raiding of traders: As unemployment in
Winterveld has become woree and woree,; more
and more peoplea have taken refuge in the
"informal sector'. I do not want ko launch
into a detalled discussion of the informal
a;ntnr, merely to say that 1t conmsiste of the
salf-gmployed and all those engaged in non-
wage earning activities, ie all thoss occupied
in tha non=formal sector,of the esconomy. It
is by now fairly generally accepted that the
informal sector with its low levels of capital
aceumulation, unprotected working conditions,
illegsl status and job insecurity is often Eha
most exploitative sector of the economy., At
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ite bese is the situstion where the working
clees 18 providing goods and services for
iteelf,; out of its own meagre wages and with
no subsidies by capital. Essentlally it means
that the working class is fesding off itself
in an ever downward spiral of poverty,

Of course, not all of thoss engasged in
informal sector activitiea are poor. In
wWinterveld, as I have sald before, the informal
sactor is not uniform and ites "successes’ are
manifest In terms of those who have managed
to monopolipe scarce resources - water, land,
bulilding materials; sducation skills,; etcs The
majority df people however do not Form a part
of thls relatively privileged group. They are
the rosdelide sellers; the water=carriers;
shog=shlne boys,; etc.

The sellers, particularly, are oftén women,
The others who scrape together meagre cants
for thelr hard labour, often children, It is
they, the poorest of all Winterveld people,
whom the police have attacked the hardest.

The fairly large roadside markets that were

s common sight last year have dissppeared.
Today, only -_riu pacple will sell together,
thelr wares axhibited on ths ground so that
@scape may be swift should the police arrive.
These pecple do not wish to be 1llegal, but
their numarcus applications for licences have
all been digmissed.

The Ebsurdity af the siltuation was made
clear when a blitz on street vendors was
reported in ths RDM of 79.08.15: The offlicer
in charge of Mabopane police station,; Captaln
Molope, sald thet "there were four licenssd
grocers serving about 500 000 people in the
Wintervely district .and that there were no
licenced strset vendors.® Those arrested
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paid admigsion of gullt Fines ranging From
R10,00 to R50,00, and it was denied that their
goods wers set alight, )

It doss indeed sgem that the non=cpllect-
fon.,of rates from Wintesrveld residents is made
up for by the cresming off of money in numerous
fines end bribes, pald to secure ths
inhabitants" miserably exiatences.

The sama situatlon axists with regard to
schooles Thers is no formal schooling
structure in Winterveld. Instead schooling
has becoms part of the informel sector with

individuale who have mccess to soms sducatlon
starting schools in corrugated iron shacks.

Tha schools are sxpengive (up to RB,00 per ysar)
snd the sducation ls often lnadeguate while
conditions are horribly overcrowded. Often the
tencher=pupll retio lg pomething like 1:100.

Yat in the consciousness of Wintervald
people sducatlion is what counts, Parents
unanimously belisve that sducation will
facilitate, if not for them, than for the
childran, movemsnt out of the ghetto in which
thay are trapped.

I do not intend to discuss "squatter
consclousnesss' hers, marely to stats that an
attack on schools is often the last straw that
forces Tamilies to take a decision to move.

In March this year Tour of tha largest schools |
wares reided and,; in Familiar =style, the princi=
pals fined. An lmportant issue herse 1s the
inptitutionalisation of ethnicity. The grest
majority of UWinterveld population is non=Taswana,
and the schools reflect the great diversity of
languege found. It 1s this, sand the conseguent
attempt to force people to sccept Teswans =ms

the medium of Instruction that 1s & prevalent

feature of thess raldg,

Lastly, end most significantly, it would
seem that attempts are being made by the
BT suthorities to devise & neuw strategy to
deal with tha "Winterveld problem'. The
sguatters will not all mowe. For svery one
family who goes, thoussnds more remain. The
recognition of this is reflected in the attempt
to imposs the rtlnnnllhfiity for dealing with
Uinterveld pecple anto the landlords. In
March this yeasr (Pggt, 79,03.24) Chief Mangope
told the plot=pwnere that "they had robbed
the sguattars of thousands of rends™ and "they
did not care about the walfare of the squatters
who neseded proper housing, roeds, schools,
frash water snd sanitation.”

Since ¥Winterveld's inception caplital has
sbdicated any claime Lo responaiblility for the

welfarm of the unskilled labour force housed
S50 too has the South Afrieen

in winterveld.
state and now BophuthaTswesna. More serlous

. are threats to sxpropriste landlords. Already

the seeds of a serious struggle are developing,
not only over lassues such as that of companaa=
tion; but on a more fyndementel level over the
implicit attempt to mgve the functlon of
control one step Further away onto the
ghoulders of the landlords themselves.

It is impossible to predict the ultimate

.Ffate of & place such ag Winterveld with any
‘dagres of certalnty.

It 1a not somathing that
I would attempt to do, Yet,; certain petterns,

.gortain processss, certain structural

constraints are becoming sver more cleac. It
is these that will be dealt with in the last
sectiod of this article.

In my introduction I ktried to make clear
that I considered it dengercus to focus too
sharply on any one arga to the axcluclon of
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others; or to Ffall to recognise the overall
conditions which cause sgustter concentrations
and resattlomant cemps to emerge. 1 have
trisd to show that pleces like Wintervald are
symptomatic of structural features of South
Africen political economy. Hers a mejor !
element ie that of strugtursl unemployment and
underemploymant., The incresss in mechanization
that charscterized all levels of the South
African sconomy 1ln the 19608 end 19708
increasingly means that thes large snd unskilled
resarve army who gather in such sreas as Winte
veld are incressingly Tsdundant to the
immepdiate needs of capitaliss and become a
threat to political stability which has to be
controlled. Earlier I spoks of marginalize—
tion = on the most concrete level It refers to
the process of exclusion from direct sconomic
participation, to the gross under—employment
of women, to the phenomgnal rates of youth
vnanploymant.

Yot it operates on g myriad of levels.
The conatent decresse in the amount of cash
clroculeting in areas such as Winterveld
means that in effect the informal sector is
shrinking = the ability of a community to
live aff Ltself declinem,.

The deterioration in diet and health that
I have witnesasd over the past ¥ months is
teatimony to this. Vegetsbles and Truit are
the first to go, then meat, then tes... until
femilies’ steple dist is thet of meallie meal
and watersd down milk., Obviously malnutrition
is on the incresss, but so is the level of
Anather
examples, less children gan afford to go to
school = Fewar &and Tewsr are able to learn
gven the most rudimentsry of skills needed

resistance to disesss Gecreasing.




For an industrial labour force. Lastly,; the
neglect in the provision of any infrastructu—
ral Facilities whatsooyer, becomes a Festure
that is more and more haraful over time.

The piles of rubbish do not go away, the water
does not become less polluted with time,.

The conclusion that can be drawn From the
descriptions are not plessent, Genoclde is
not & pretty word; not gven if its effects
are golng to teke 50 vears to ba Felt. Yet
one's conclusions can go beyond this. It is
at this point that I return to my introduction,
to the resurgence of intersst being shown in
Wintarveld. -

Callas like those of Mes Suzman, for en
‘urgent solution on the legal status of tha
srea's people to be npgotiated by khe South
African end BophuthaTawana governments™
(RQM, 79.08,25) do not help anything, not de
health-education prolects, at least not until
people have the means to attain the matesrial
conditions (food and housing) that wopld allow
guch schemes pome validity. So too plana for
"sguatter upgrading'. For in the last enalysias,
until people have jobas, until they have the
political and economie pights that will allow
them to meke thelir voices heard, there is no
solution.

The solution to Yinterveld is thus not
a superstructural ona, not a cosmetlc one,
mot somathing that can be carried ocut In
isolation, but ia an integral part of the
process of restructuring that will deal
with the basic problems of the structure
of South Afrlcan political sconomys
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The POLITICAL ECONOMY of
SURVIVAL

THE UNEMPLOYMENT CRISIS AND INFORMAL ‘INTDME
OPPORTUNITIES IN SOWETD.

4

"When you'rts out of luck and out of work,
you can always g&6 to Johannesburg.®

Elvis Costello, 1979
"I've been in Jo'burg two yeacs,; end
haven't got a Job yetj I survive by
ralying on relatives and friends for

handouts, and when things are really bad,
1 scrounge Tpr Tood in dustbine ..."

Rgqutu Migrant, 1979

THE tale I have to tell is not a drematic onej
it will not have the mgjesty of that unforgett-
sble day thﬂ; on & Byrky ssoke=Fillaed
morning, twsnty thousand young Soweto school=
children marched in ahger sgainst yet one

more item of oppression; giving sxpression,
perhaps even birth to, a whole new conscious-—
negs and spirit of registence in Soweto end
South Afrlea., What I heave to tell is the more
mundane story of how people, Feaced with the
pame material conditions ss thoses school=
children; being subject to the seme conditions
of oppression and llFlnthtinn. take the
sltecrnative,; long=suffering path of resistance
and, st rock bottom,; survivel. Many of ths

csuswe,; of ;hinh Sowsto '76 wes & symsptom,
ace the seme ones which structure political
and economic 1life Iln Sogeto todayj mot such
has changed; indead; much may be worse. 50
the story hers told fis baoth & sisple end
complex ons; it ie of how ordinary peopls,
feced with awesome odds, ske out an axistencs
in conditions of poverty and unemploymentj
how they help each otheg,.. and how they
exploit each othar.

But firat, soms primary Iinformsation ia
necessary: Sowsto is & compmct, yet sprawling
city,; covering B8 esq.km, with 102 000 houses
and 10 hostels (the latter housing 45 000
pesople). Officislly, thers are 800 000
people in Sowetoy unofficisl, and sore
sccurate asseasments puk the Figure at
nearar ? million., A Bursau Tor Mackat
Ressarch surwey in 1977 ghowad thera to be an
average of 10 persons to a house (of which
70% are 51/6, i.e. & rooms in toto). The
population density ia 100 per hectars
(Johannesburg is 23). BMA estimstos that
350-400 000 puople in Sowsto are sconomical-
ly sctive (i.e. in soms form of formal wage
smployment ), and commute to work Ln Johannas-
burg sech dey. But thig raises a problem,




