
"faced u i t h . . » d # t a r i a r o t i n Q cond i t ion* , 
black ' j ' j r K i n rsapondad through a 
groundawsll of popular raa istanca such 
as bua boycot ts , and SACTU had to chooss 
a i t h a r to l a t t h i a wavm of opposit ion 
sweap paat thsm or raapond p o s i t i v e l y by 
t r y i n g to d l r a c t I t I n t o a mora v lab la 
and auatalnad oppoal t ion* Mot a u r p r l a l n g l y 
thay choaa to t r y and captura l t # but 
lacking any adaquata organ isa t iona l baaa 
thay vara forcad t o uaa the l i m i t s d t a c t i c 
of tha atay~avay - a t a c t i c aa ws hsve 
• • a n , that l a moat a f f a c t i v a whan soma 
f o r * of factory prganiaat lon ax ia tad" 
(Wabatar 1979t13)« 

Wa can concluda that tha 19SQa and aar ly 

1960a aaw tha davalop^ant of an incraaa ingly 

v i o l a n t f o r * of -atata rapraaaion of working 

claaa a c t i v i t y * and a r a f u a a l to i n a t l t u t i o n -

a l i a a c o n f l i c t i n any way by grant ing l aga l 

racogni t lon to tha t rada union movaasnt. 

Working claaa a t r i k a a c t i v i t y aoon bacana 

Incorporated I n t o a bfoadar a t ra tagy aimad 

p r i m a r i l y a t tha l l b a f a t l o n of tha popular 

maaasa. By tha 1960a tha atata had 
.auccaaafully.cruahad tha labour movamant. 

PART I I OF THIS ARTICLE, DEALING WITH THE 

1970a, WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF WIP. 

irforka ra fa r rad tot 

O'ftmara, 0 . "Tha 1946 fl ina Workers1 S t r l k s 
and tha P o l i t i c a l Economy of 
South A f r i c a " I n Contemporary 
Southern Afr ican studlssi 
Reaaarch Papara. Ksllaway and 
Adlar ( » d a ) , wi ta U n i v a r a i t y , 
1976, 

Uabatar , E .C. nStay Awaya and th« Black 
Working Claaa alnea tha . 
Sacond world war - Tha 
ava lua t ion of m a t ra tagy* * 
nimao, 1979. 
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paga , 

THE TREASON 
TRIAL 
FOR THE f l r a t t ima in naarly two dscadaa, 

th« charga of High Traaaon haa baan l a v a l l a d 

aaa inat a group of accuaad in South A f r i c a . 

Batwaarr 19S6 and 1 9 6 1 , loading mambara of 

tha Congraaa A l l l anca (compriaing tha Af r ican 

Nat iona l Congraaa, Congraaa of Daaocrata, 

South Af r ican Congraaa of Tradm Unlona, 

Indian Congraaa and South Af r ican Colourad 

Paoplaa' Organisat ion) atood t r i a l i n 

P r a t o r i a , chargad w i t h t raaaon . 8ut 

aubaaquant to t h a i r a c q u i t t a l , tha a t a t a 

prafarrad t o charga I t a p o l i t i c a l opponanta 

undar tha ao -ca l l ad sabotaga, Tarroriam 

or Suppraaaion of Communism ( I n t a r n m l 

Sacur i ty ) Acta. A mhanga in t h i » pmttarn 

waa notlcad whan 11 Sowato atudanta warm 

chargad wi th s s d i t i o n I n tha racant ly 

concludad Ksmpton Park t r i a l . Subaaquant to 

thaa baing found g u i l t y on that charga, 12 

man wara chargad wi th tha mora aorioua offanca 

of high traaaon I n P imtarmar i t iburg . Tha 12 

accuaad in th la treason t r i a l a l l faca a main 

charga of t raaaon , wi th 43 a l t a r n a t i v a counta 

framtd undar tha Tarror iam Act , and fur thar 

chargaa of conspiracy to commit murdar. 

Tha a t a t a haa act out a aar laa of acta 

mllmgmdly c o m l t t a d by aach of tha aocuamd, 

which i t olmima randara thmm g u i l t y of tha 

chargaa. A l l of tha aecuaad ara a l lagad t o 

hava baan act ing i n conaplracy w i t h tha 

bannmd Af r ican Nat iona l Congraaa (AHC)« 

Thm acta a l lagad agminat tha accuaad ara 

aa fol lowst 

accuaad numbat 1i John flofokang Sakata ( 2 4 ) * 

a ) , Batwaan ftovambar 19?6 and Auguat 1976, ha 

undarwmnt m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g I n Angola, Rusala 

and Eaat Garmany* 

b ) . Satwaan Novaabar 1976 and Novmmbar 1978, 

ha had accaaa to and contro l ovar a aacha of 

arms, • •munit ion and mvploalvma naar W l t k l a l g a t 

Bophuthmtswanm. 

c ) . Batwaan July and ftovambar 1976 tha accuaad, 

togatftor wi th o thara , undartook a mlaalon to 

raconnoitra tha Tranavaal and BophuthaTswana. 

Ha c a r r i a d arma in Bophuthatawana, and on 

Auguat l a t 1978 ha aogagad mambara of tha 

South Af r ican Police and ths Bophuthatawana 

Homa Guard i n armad c o n f l i c t , 

d ) . During Novambar 1978, a t Phokmng in 

Bophuthatawana, Sakata attamptmd to r a c r u i t 
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-^ e ) * On Roveeber 22nd, tho accuaed poaaeaeed 

• Hakorov p i s t o l and aaeuni t ion in tha Koatar 

townehip, 

accused nuebsr j j t T ladi taagaa Mosss Molefe ( 2 3 ) 

a ) . During tha pariod Octobar 1976 to Octobar 

1978 f Molefe undorwent e i l i t e r y t r a i n i n g in 

' Angola, Ruaaia and Zoebla* 

b ) * Ouring Octobar 1978 ha wee par t of a group 

vhioh intended t o aa tab l i ah baaaa in South 

A f r i c a to conceal een and a m , and which alao 

intandad to at tack p o l i c a a ta t lona naar Vryburg 

and Hafoking* During th ia e l e a i o n , ha c e r r i e d 

aree i n Bophuthatewene. On 27th Octobar 1978, 

naar ftadleole, ha engaged eeebera of tha 

6ophuthatenant Hoee Guard in ereed c o n f l i c t , 

gefiufod nuabar 3i J e f f r e y Raeaeeka Lagoaba ( 3 0 ) 

e ) * Between December 1977 and December 1978, 

the accuaed underwent e i l i t e r y t r a i n i n g in 

Angola* 

b)« During January 1979, ha attempted t o 

r e c r u i t a pereon i n Soweto* 

o ) . On 1th March 1979, i n Dube, Soweto, he 

wee in poaeeaaion of a Mekorov p i e t o l , 

afMDuoition, 2 handgranedae and a detonator* 

accuiffl nuebar 4* Thibe Jiamy Hgobeni ( 2 7 ) * 

a ) . Betwaen Novaebar 1*76 and March 197$ the 

accuaed underwent e i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g in Angole, 

R u s t l e , end Eaat Gereeny. 

b)« Ouring narch 1978 ha eede t r i p e to 

Meloawlele end Tahlkundu araea t Getenkulu, 

t o f i n d plecea where eree and een could be 

concealed* 

c ) . fiatwaen Roveeber 1976 end Uoceebor 1978, 

he had ecceea to ares caches in Duiwelakloof 

I and tUm areea t T ranevae l . 

d)» During December 1978, together wi th e 

group including Andrew Mapheto (accuead 

nufibar 5 ) f he entered South Afr lco to 

reconnoi t re plecee i n the Tranavaal* 

fccoaed n y & i t St Andrew Mapheto ( 2 0 ) * 

a ) * Between June 1976 and Daceeber 1976, 

Haphato undorwent e i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g i n 

Angola and Caat Gereany, 

b)« During Deceaber 1976 he entered South 

Af r ica wi th a group inc luding accuaed nuebar 

S t to reconnoitre ereee i n the Tranevael* 

• c c u n d nuebar 6i Bannet Panteae Koeenc ( 4 6 ) . 

a ) * Between June 1976 and Auguat 1978, the 

accuaed underwent M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g in Angola 

end Ruaalai he wee en i n s t r u c t o r at the 

Benguela g u e r i l l e t r a i n i n g caep i n Angola* 

b ) * Betwaen July 1978 end July 1979v he 

entered South A f r i o a to locate plecea where 

area and nen could be c o n c e d e d . 

c ) . Soeatlee between Roveeber 20th and 

Oacseber 20th 1978, he e t teapted to r e c r u i t 

e person in Soweto* 

d ) . During the per iod July 1978 end Jenuery 

1979 he wee i n posaeeeion of a Tokerev p i a t o l 

and aaeuni t ion* 

accused nuebar 7l T i tua Mogeletcoe Halefca ( 2 5 ) * 

e )« Betwasn Deceaber 1975 and February 1979, 

the eccueed underwent e i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g in 

Angole and Russia. 

b ) . During Februery 1979, together w i t h e 

group including Sydney Sekwatl Choae (accuaed 

nueber 8 ) , he returned to South Af r ice to 

i n v e e t i g e t e plecee near Dann i l ton , Grobleredel 

d i s t r i c t * Trenaveol , where ares end wen could 

be concealadi there he hed ecceea t o and contro l 

over a cache of area and e m u n i t l o n . 

c ) . On 8th Februery 1979 f near Dennl l ton , he 

waa in posaeeeion of e Hakarov p i s t o l and 

p«gs so 

aeeun i t ion | on 9th Februery he waa I n 

poaaession of an AK 47 r l f l a t aaeuni t ion and 

2 hand grenadee* 

•ccuaad numbar 8i Sydney Sekwatl Chona ( 2 3 ) * 

a ) * The eccueed underwent m i l i t a r y t r e i n l n g , 

b ) * Ouring februery 1979p together wi th 

eccuasd nueber 7 end e group of eon* he 

returned to South Af r ica to invee t ige te 

placee i n tha Grobleredel d i s t r i c t where 

een end eree could be hlddeni in that aree 

he eleo hed r e a p o n a l b l l l t y for i n ares cache* 

c)« During februery 1979. neer Ocnni l ton, 

Grobleredel d i e t r l c t v he wee in poeeession 

of aree end oeauni t ion* 

sccuasd numbsr 9 i Mandlenkoal Christophsr 

Hsdebe ( 2 7 ) * 

a ) , datween Jenuery 1976 end March 1979 he 

underwent e i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g in Angole. 

b ) . During Jenuary 1979 i n the -

RJando e r e e f Heinga d i s t r i c t . R a t a l , he 

eede enqulr leo about placee where eree mod 

een could be concaaled| i n t h l e eree he elao 

r e c r u i t e d people to k i l l o t h e r s . 

e)# On 11-1? ffarch 1979, together wi th Handle 

Jack Mthetwe (eccueed nueber 1 0 ) , he brought 

2 AK 47 r i f l a e end aeeunl t ion in to the Malnga 

d i s t r i c t * 

d ) . On 12th Merch 1979, together wi th accused 

nueber 10 , ha e t teepted to r e c r u i t e person in 

the Meinge d i s t r i c t . 

ftcg.usjd, nueber 1<j>i Handle Jeck Mthetwe ( 2 2 ) * 

e ) * Between Mey 1975 and March 1979, the eccueed 

underwant e i l i t e r y t r e i n l n g in Ruaaia* 

b)« During tha pariod May 197S to March 1979, 

he hed acceae to and contro l over erea cachea 

i n the Ndueo and Rongoaa d i a t r i c t s of R a t a l * 

c ) . On 11-12 March 1979, together wi th Hadaba 
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(accuaad nuabar 9 ) f f h i b rought a r a a and 

ammunit ion i n t o t h a flainga d i s t r i c t o f N a t a l * 

d ) . O n 1 2 t h ftarch, w i t h Hadaba* ha a t t a a p t a d t o 

r a c r u i t a p a r a o n naar Njando* 

accuaad numbar 1 1 : Vuauauz i N i c h o l a a Z u l u ( 2 8 ) . 

a ) . Oatwaan Octobar 1976 and Ouna 1979* t h a 

accuaad undarwant M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i n Angola 

and ftuaaia* 

b ) , Batwaan Novaabar 197? and Juna 1 9 7 9 * ha 

r a t u r n a d t o South A f r i c a t o i n v a a t i g a t a 

p i p a l i n a a naar Rarabank« N a t a l , w i t h t h a 

I n t a n t i o n of s a b o t a g i n g t h a a , 

a c c u i f d numpar V2i Jamas U a n i s l flanga ( 2 4 ) , 

a l . f r o m Saptambar 1976 t o Octobar 1 9 7 8 f t h a 

accuaad undarwant M i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i n Angola 

and R u s s i a , 

b ) « O u r i n g J u l y - A u g u s t 1 9 7 8 t ha r a t u r n a d t o 

South A f r i c a ; ha i n v a a t l g a t a d t h a p o l i c a 

a t a t l o n , a a g i a t r a t a a c o u r t , and m a g i s t r a t e 

noma a t V h i t t l a a a a , Capa* w i t h a v l a v t o 

a t t a c k i n g t h a n , and k i l l i n g o r i n j u r i n g 

thoaa amployad or r a a l d a n t a t t h o a a p l a c a a , 

c ) . D u r i n g August 1978 ha a t t a a p t a d t o r a c r u i t 

a paraon i n Sowato* 

d ) , O u r i n g Octobar 1978 ha mads ar rangamanta 

f o r a gang t o a t t a c k t h a p o l i c a s t a t i o n , 

a a g i a t r a t a a c o u r t and hoaa a t tfhittlaaaaf 

and t o k i l l or i n j u r a t h o a a amployad or 

r a a l d a n t t h g r a * 

T P L T H I ft L Tn^^rflrfX 

On 1 5 * 0 6 . 7 9 two young man appsarad i n t h a 

P i a t a r a a r i t z b u r g H a g i a t r a t a a 1 C o u r t , chargad 

w i t h H i g h T r a a a o n t 3 counta o f T a r r o r i a a , and 

2 counta of c o n a p i r a c y to commit m u r d a r , 

r<andlankoai C h r l a t o p h a r Hadaba ( 2 ? ) and Handlm 

Jack Htha twa ( 2 2 ) v e r a d a t a i n a d by a a c u r i t y 

p o l i c a on t h a n i g h t o f " a r c h 1 2 t h 1979 i n t h a 

h jando a r a a o f flsinga d i s t r i c t . Both a l l a g a d l y 

mambara of t h a A f r i c a n N a t i o n a l Congraaa (ANC) , 

t h a a t a t a c l a i a a d t h a t thay croaaad i n t o South 

A f r i c a f r o a Swaz i l and on March 1 1 t h f c a r r y i n g 

p a r c a l a of a r a a and a m m u n i t i o n , 

N a i t h a r o f t h a accuaad wara l s g a l l y 

r a p r a a a n t a d a t t h i s p r a l i a i n a r y c o u r t h a a r i n g , 

and t h a r a waa c o n a i d a r a b l a a u r p r i a a whan b o t h 

p laadad g u i l t y t o t h a c h a r g a a * which c a r r y a 

p o a a i b l a d a a t h s s n t a n c a , Hadaba t o l d t h a 

p r a a i d i n g m a g i a t r a t a t h a t " I waa f i g h t i n g f o r 

f r a a d o a , , , , w h a t I hava dona i a aomathing wh ich 

anyona f i g h t i n g f o r f r s a d o a would hava dona" * 

Tha a r a a cacha wh ich t h a a c c u i a d wara 

a l l a g a d t o hava baan i n c o n t r o l o f i n flainga 

c o n t a l n a d 2 AK 47 a a c h i n a guna t a a v a r a l r i f l a a 

and p i s t o l a * a 9am V z o r - 2 5 sub-machinagun, 

s m n u n i t i o n t b a y o n a t a * P o a z - t y p a a i n a a * hand— 

granadaa and 31 b l o c k a o f TNT* 

A faw daya l a t a r t h a accuaad r a - a p p a a r a d 

i n c o u r t * t h i a t i a a r a p r a a a n t a d by l a g a l 

c o u n a a l , who i n f o r a a d t h a p r a a i d i n g a a g i a t r a t a 

t h a t t h a o r i g i n a l p l a a a of g u i l t y ahould ba 

r s v a r a a d , C o u n t a l p o i n t a d out t h a t t h a two 

man had o n l y baan g l v a n t h a i r charga ahaat 

2 houra b a f o r a thay had p laadad g u i l t y * and 

had not had a u f f i c i a n t t i a a t o u n d a r s t a n d t h a 

a l l a g a t i o n a mada a g a l n a t t h a a by t h a a t a t a * A t 

a l a t a r h a a r i n g , H tha twa t o l d t h a c o u r t t h a t 

p o l i c a had t h r a a t s n a d h i a w i t h a a a a u l t i f ha 

d a n i a d t h a c h a r g a a * and had p r o a i a a d t h a t ha 

would on ly ba aan tancad t o S y a a r a l a p r i a o n m a n t 

i f ha p laadad g u i l t y * At t h a c o n c l u s i o n o f 

t h a a a p r a l i a i n a r y h a a r i n g a t t h a a a g i a t r a t a 

a l t a r a d t h a p l a a a t a n d a r a d t o not g u i l t y , and 

t h a a a t t a r waa ramandad Tot t r i a l t o t h a 

Supraaa C o u r t . 

J u a t ovar a month a f t a r Hadaba and 

H t h a t w a f a i n i t i a l c o u r t a p p a a r a n c a , t a n 

f u r t h a r a l l a g a d ANC msmbsra or a u p p o r t a r a 

wara chargad w i t h n i g h t r a a a o n , t a r r o r i a * f 

and c o n a p i r a c y to commit a u r a a r v and t h a two 

I r i a l a wara Joinad t o g a t h a r * Whan t h a t a n 

accuaad f l r a t appaarad i n c o u r t , a a c u r i t y waa 

a x t a n s i v a ) t h a man wara cha lnad i n l a g i r o n s , 

and t h a c o u r t waa h a a v l l y guardad by a a c u r i t y 

p o l i c a * Whan* a t t h a b a g i n n l n g o f August* a l l 

t w a l v a accuaad appaarad i n t h a P i a t a r a a r i t z b u r g 

Supraaa C o u r t * a r a a d p o l i c a p a t r o l l a d t h a a r a a 

o u t a i d a t h a c o u r t * and t h a accuaad wara aaa tad 

i n a a p a c i a l l y c o n s t r u c t e d a h a t t a r - p r o o f 

g l a a a c a g a * which a c c o r d i n g t o t h a a t a t a 

p r o a a c u t o r waa daa ignad t o p r a v a n t t h a 

accuaad f r o a a d d r a s a i n g t h a p u b l i o g a l l a r y f 

and t o * u p h o l d t h a d i g n i t y o f t h a C o u r t " , 

On t h a opanlng day of t h a a c t u a l t r i a l * * 

a r a a d p o l i c a wara a t a t i o n a d a t avary door and 

g a t a t o t h a c o u r t - h o u a a , w h l l a a a c u r i t y p o l i c a 

a l n g l a d w i t h t h a c rowd , 

S t a t a w l t n a a a S g t , Stapnanua A d r i a n 

O o a t h u l z a n t o l d t h a c o u r t t h a t on 2 , 0 8 * 7 8 

ha had baan on bordar p a t r o l a l o n g t h a 

South A f r l c a - B o p h u t h a t a w a n a f b o r d a r ' « Tha 

p a t r o l ancountarad two a r a a d b l a c k man, 

who opanad f i r a on t h a w . Whan maabara of t h a 

p a t r o l r a t u r n a d t h a f i r a * t h a man ran o f f i n t o 

t h a h i l l a * th rowing a hand granada a t t h a 

p a t r o l * P o l i c a purauad t h a man,, and Major 

flarthinua Raa of 2 a a r u a t p o l i c a gava a v i d a n c a 

on f i n d i n g a havaraack c o n t a i n i n g AK 47 r i f l a 

magazinaa n a a r b y , 

Raa t a a t l f l a d t h a t t h a f l t a t accuaad* 

S a k a t a . waa a r r a a t a d by 8ophuthatawanan 

p o l i c a i n Novaabar 1 9 7 8 , Ha was handad ovar 

t o Raa on Novaabar 2a th» and d a t a i n a d undar 
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•ac t ion 6 of tho T a r r o r i a a A c t . Undar croaa-

examination, Raa a d a i t t a d that i t had croaead 

h i t mind that ha t£ght ba kidnapping Sakata 

from Bophutnatewanap aa ha had not aont through 

tha l aga l f o r a a l i t i a a of e x t r a d i t i n g h ia from 

' independent* BophuthaTawana* 

Major Thoaaa Kgwala* who waa at tha t i a a 

of Sakata 'a a r r aa t i n comatand of tha Phokang 

p o l i c a - a t a t i o n in BophuthaTawana, to ld how 

Sakata had a d a i t t a d undacfloing t r a i n i n g i n 

Angola and fluaaia undar tha auapicaa of tha 

ANC* Undar c r o u axaa lna t ion , Kgwala a d a i t t a d 

that whan Sakata waa brought i n t o h i t o f f i c e , 

ha had baan b i n d i n g froa a wound on hia head* 

I t waa auggaatad to Kgwala t h a t ha had baan 

par t of a group which baat up Sakata a t tha * 

p o l i c a a t a t l o m t h l a waa daniad by tha wltnaaa* 

A f to r a d i o t t i c t aurggon who had axaainad 

Sakata t a a t i f l a d t h a t tha wound on hia haad 

waa conaiatant w i t h -aaaault* tha a t a t a caaaad 

t o ra ly on any atatananta a i l agad ly aada by 

Sakata to Kgwala, praauaably on tha grounda 

t h a t i t accoptad t h a t tha atataaante wara aada 

a f t a r coaroion ( a a a a u l t ) * 

hajor Rat alao t a a t i f l a d on a olaah 

batwaan South Af r ican p o l i c a and g u a r l l l a 

forcaa i n mid-January 1979, I n th ick buah 

naar tho bardapoort bordar poat w i t h Botawanat 

Aaa and twanty ant i - inaurgoncy forcaa caaa 

accroaa 2 auapactad g u a r i l l a a * " I took a i a at 

ona of thaa wi th an R1 r i f l a bafora acraaaing 

a t thaa . Ha turnad round wi th a waapon in h ia 

hand - i t waa vary qu ick . I d i d n ' t aaa what 

waapon i t waa* I ahot f i r a t u * l d id not a i a a . " 

Raa want on to daacriba tha f i a r c a gun-bot t lo 

which fol lowad* in which hand-granadea wara 

thrown by tha g u a r i l l a a a t tha p o l i c a * Noxt 

aorning aacuxlty forcaa aaarchad tha araav and 

found a daad aan wi th a b u l l a t wound undar h ia 

noaa* A paaa book containing h ia photograph 

gava hia naaa aa P a t r i c k Opa Tawap but f i n g a r -

p r i n t a takan l d a n t i f i a d tha daad aan aa 

Richard f lapat la* Two AK 47 r i f l a a and *trunka 

f u l l * of a l l i t a r y aquipaant wara found naarby* 

war ran t -Of f iear Chr ie t iaan da U l t gava 

avidanca on a c laah batwaan pol ica and 

g u a r i l l a a naar nafaking on 27th Octobar* 1978ff 

and l d a n t i f i a d aocuaad number 2 (Plolafa) aa 

ona of tha g u a r i l l a a invo lved . Naar f ladiaola* 

ha found thraa aian s i t t i n g undar a t r a a * and 

ordarad thaa to aurrgndar* In tha anaulng 

b a t t l a * ona of tha g u a r i l l a a waa ehot daad, 

ona k i l l e d in a grgnada axploalon* and tha 

t h i r d a r r a a t a d * 

I t waa a t t h i a ataga in tha t r i a l t h a t 

tha a t a t a ind ica tad l t a ln tan t ion of applying 

for c o r t a l n avidanca to ba hald in caaara, wi th 

tha publ ic axcludad f roa cour t * Thla sort of 

a p p l i c a t i o n haa baan aada r e g u l a r l y by tha 

a t a t a i n p o l i t i c a l t r i a l a i tha c l a i a l a aada 

t h a t p a r t i c u l a r l y black wltnaaaaa who giva 

avidanca for tha a t a t a ara aubjact to 

i n t i a i d a t l o n , v io lanca and avan death* In 

recent yenra, tha South Af r ican courts hava 

bacoaa aora and aora w i l l i n g to hold porta 

of p o l i t i c a l t r i a l * i n ceaara . v h i l a i n 1977 

tha l a t a Juat ica Oavldaon rafuaad to cloaa 

h ia court to haar avidanca in tha t r i a l of 

tha 'P re tor ia 12* (S aa Saxwala and o t h a r a ) f 

by 1978 i t had become caaaon for Judgaa and 

aag ia t ra taa to accaad to a t a t a raqueete for 

in centra haar inga* I t waa th ia iaaua which 

waa to incraaaa tanalon and -Irene i n a t r i a l 

which alraady had unuaual ingradlanta* 

. During avidanca lad to aupport tha a t a t a 

a p p l i c a t i o n * praaid ing judga Hr* Juat ica 

Hafar ravaalad that ha had racaivad a l a t t a r 

purport ing t o coaa f roa tha AHC in Swaziland* 

Tha l a t t a r * on ANC l a t t a r h a a d * raadi 

"Thla i a tha volca of tha oppraaaad 
paopla . tfa w i l l ba lna lda your court 
to aaa that our coaradaa ara ra laaaad* 
Thia l a no t h r a a t but aound advica to 
you and your f a a c i a t ragiaa* Aaandla* 
Powar to tha paopla*" 

Tha l a t t a r , togathar wi th a t a t a avidanca t h a t 

i t waa ANC pol icy to k i l l a t a t a wltnaaaaa* 

convincad tha Judga to a l low c a r t a i n black 

a t a t a wltnaaaaa to giva avidanca in caaara* 

w i t h tha publ ic axcludad f roa cour t . Quoting 

f roa tha o f f i c i a l AHC organ. Sachaba, Juat ica 

Hafar aaid t h a t tha a i a a f tha ANC waa c l a a r l y 

to ' a l l a i n a t a 1 po l ica in fo raaro* wltnaaaaa 

who t a a t i f l a d for tha a t a t a i n t a r r o r l a a 

t r l a l a * and tha aacur i ty p o l i c a * 

I t waa at t h i a ataga of tha procaadinga 

that tha accuaad dacidad to a f f a c t l v a l y 

withdraw f roa fu r tha r p a r t i c i p a t i o n in t h a i r 

t r i a l * 3uet bafora thay diaaiaaad t h a i r 

l a g a l rapraaantat lon* aanior oounaal to ld tha 

court that tha accuaad had baan chargad aa 

aaabara of tha ANC w i t h traaaon} thay 

perceived th la aa a t t a a p t i n g to ovarthrow 

tha govarnaant by a l l agana including 

v io lanca* Thay ooneidarad tha courta aa 

par t of tha govarnaant apparatua* Thay 

fu r tha r conaldarad traaaon to ba a c r i a a 

a f f a c t i n g aociaty* and to axcluda tha 

pub l ic f roa tha t r i a l axcludad tha vary 

paopla tha ANC waa t r y i n g to reach. Tha 

accuaad tharafora aaw no purpoaa i n 

p a r t i c i p a t i n g in tha in caaara t r i a l * and ' 

had tharafora diaaiaaad t h a i r dafanca lawyara* 

Thay wiahad to taka no fu r tha r part i n tha 

t r i a l * and d id not wlah to at tand court 
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sessions. 
* 

As tha defence team left , tha c o u r t , tha 

1? accussd stood up and wi th raisad clenched 

f l a t s , «ang and shoutad 'Amandla* and *Power 

t o tha People ' * Tha Judge ordered that they 

ba removed from c o u r t , and the t r i a l continued 

In t h e i r absence* 

Af ter fur ther evidence hed been l e d , the 

Judge ordered that the accused by brought t o 

court a lngly or In p a i r s , and be given the 

r i g h t to croee examine witnesses* John Sskete , 

tha f i r s t accused, confirmed thet he would not 

teke par t i n the t r i a l * "Before enything 

heppens to me," he t o l d the Judge, " I would 

l i k e to eey t h i e i I t i s against my w i l l to ba 

here and I am not prepared to t a l k or admit 

any th ing" , tfhen tha Judge to ld Sekete thet 

he had tha r igh t to croee-oxomine witnossee 

who t e e t i f i e d against him, he reapondedt 

"Are you doing me a fevour?" He claimed that 

he had been ettecked and aaeaulted by pol ice 

in p r ieon , end wae in court egeinat h ie w i l l , 

" I would l i k e permission to leave* I am not 

prepared to l i s t e n " . 

According to a s t a t e witneaa who the Judge 

ru led could not be i d e n t i f i e d , Sekete was 

prev iously a atudent a t Noledi High School, 

Soweto* Af ter the June 1976 r e b e l l i o n , ha and 
a number of h is f r ienda dieappeerod. Sekete 

l e f t behind a note aaying " I am leaving for 

Huaala, God i s there"* While the witness gave 
evidence egeinat him, Sekete e te lkad up and 

down the a p e c i e l l y - b u l l t dock, and subsequently 

refused to cross-examine the witneaa* 

Tladi taagee Holefe* the eecond accuaed, 

t o l d tha cour t thet he waa prepared t o 

p a r t i c i p a t e i n the procaedinga i f tha t r i e l 

UBS opened to the p u b l i c , uhen t h i s wsa 

re fueed , he eaid t h a t he would hov« nothing 

t o do wi th the hear ing* "Your worahip can 

impose eentenca on me now" he ee id* 

Thibe Ngobeni and Andrew Ptapheto, accused 

numbsra 4 and 5 r e s p e c t i v e l y , a lso refueed to 

p a r t i c i p a t e In proceedings while evidence wee 

led againat them. Ngobeni lounged beck, ree t ing 

hie fea t againat tha r o i l i n g on top of the 

dock, whi le Kaphsto e te lked up and down aa 

evidence was given about ANC pamphlets, guns 

and ammunition found near Ouiwelekloof in 

the Eastern Transvaa l , 

A witness who gsve evidence In cempra 

said that he knew Ngobeni from High School 

a t Loula T r l c h e r d t , Later Ngobeni had studied 

e t Tur f loop , the Un ive rs i t y of the North* 

During flay 1976, at a houae in Halemulalo in 

the Eastern Transvaal , Ngobeni hed deecribed 

the t r e i n i n g he underwent In East Germany, 

Aussie end Mocembiquo* H * returned to South 

A f r i c a to look for placee to hide gune end 

food. He hed brought hend grenadee w i t h him 

for s e l f - p r o t e c t i o n egeinat tha p o l i c e * 

Two of the accused, Sekete end 

Hendlenkooi Hadebe, were eentenced for 

contempt of cour t , a f t " they ignored Juet ice 

H e f e r ' e warnings to behave themeelvee in the 

dock, Sekete c o n t i n u a l l y peced up end down 

the gleas-encaeed dock while a witness wss 

g iv ing svidsnce, and than refueed to ecknowledge 

the Judge when he waa queat ionad. He wee then 

ordered t o etop peeing* end when he ignored 

the i n e t r u c t i o n , waa sentenced to 6 monthe 

imprisonment* 

Hadabe aet i n the dock smoking a c i g e r e t t e , 

and to ld tha Judge to " leave me elone" when 

he waa ordered to stop snaking. " T e l l him 

I em coneidering sentencing him for contempt 

of cour t" * Juet ice Hefer to ld the i n t e r p r e t e r , 

" T e l l the court to do ee i t pleeeeo"* Hedebe 

r e t o r t e d * He wee then eentenced to 6 monthe 

imprisonment, 

Giving evidence against Hadabe end Handle 

flthetwe, e witneee eeid that on March 11th 

1978 he had t r a v e l l e d wi th the two from 

Swaziland on a t r i p paet Vryheid end Oundee 

in N«tal» Pineapples covered two percale i n 

the beck of the ven f end when Hedebe end 

flthetwe were dropped o f f i n the buoh near 

Pomeroy, they took the percele wi th them. 

The witness returned to Swaziland, but waa 

ar reeted the fo l lowing month when he croaaad 

in to South Af r ica to d e l i v e r money t o Hedebe 

end flthetwe* At the time of g iv ing evidence, 

s ix teen monthe a f t e r h ie a r r e e t , he wee s t i l l 

i n detent ion* 

A 12-year old boy t e e t i f i e d that i n 

September 1979 he end a f r i e n d were cu t t ing 

greee et Plkwane'e O r l f t near Ndumo, neinga 

d l a t r i c t * They uncovered a packet of weapone* 

end ren home to t e l l t h e i r parents. Short ly 

t h e r e a f t e r , the pol ice a r r i v e d * Sgt* Thomae 

O'Connell of secur i ty p o l i c e * Ndumo, t e e t i f i e d 

thet ha found two mora arme caches neerby, 

ueing a metal d e t e c t o r * feepone i n tha cacheo 

included 

6 AKH automatic r i f l e s 

3 Rueelen Scorpion p i s t o l s 

1 Vzor auh-mechine gun 

31 blocke of TNT 

1700 cer t r idgea 

31 hand grenadee 

10 packa of oxploeiveo** 

The e t a t e claims thet Hadabe and Flthetwe were 

in contro l of thaae arma cachee. 

On the day a f t e r Hedebe had been 
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asntsncad for contsapt of court* ha coaplsinad 

that ha waa being fad inadaguataly in pr ison* 

Saying ha was bslng s tsrvad. Hodaba addad that 

ha had btan givan only sugsrlsss porridga which 

ha would not s a t . Whan tha Judga suggsstsd t h a t 

ha should hsva thought of pr ison food bafora 

i n v i t i n g tha cour t to santsnca hist for eontaapt 

Hadaba r a p l i a d "Could you aat tha auck suppliad 

i n j a i l ? * Ha also said that ha had baan 

iso la tad f roa othar pr isonsrs . and was lockad 

alona i n a dark c a l l * S ta lk ing up and down tha 

glass—anclosad dock* Hadaba suddsnly grsbbad 

tha door and t r i a d t o forca i t opan. Ha than 

saaahad His f i s t against tha glasa door a 

nuabar of t i a a s * On aavara l occaalona ha 

ahoutsd at s t a t s wl tnassss. onca saying to 

a woasn wltnass M h a y s r a our snsaiaa and a r a 

t r y i n g to aapara taua* * Tha woasn bagsn 

sobbing bsfora coapls t ing har avldaraa* 

According to anothar dstsinad witnaaa 

who aay not ba i d a n t i f i s d . Vusuauii Zu lu . 

accussd nuabsr 1 1 . c l a i aad that T a i a t a l 

R a s h i n i n i . f i r a t SSftC praa idant v waa a 

dacsptiva paraon who s ta r tsd r i o t s in Sowsto 

and than ascapsd. l sav ing tha ch i ld ran in 

t r o u b l a * By c o n t r a s t . Nslson Asndsla waa a 

brava laadar who stood by h is causa and did 

not run away* Tha witnaaa also c ls iaad that 

/ u l u had wsntad to know why Inkatha had not 

baan bannad l i k a othar organ isat ions . Hs waa 

angarad that Inkatha ussd tha ssa* colours 

as tha AkC* 

Arasd guards p a t r o l tha bu i ld ing round 

ths clooki aost as jor wltnassss givs svidsnca 

in cswcs i snd tha prss t has baan t o t a l l y % 

sxcludad f roa court on a nuabsr of oocssions. 

Tha a t t i t u d s of tha accussd towards ths 
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procssdings tsmsins tha saaat Jsass usn ia l 

Hangs* ths 12th accusad t racant ly rap l iad to 

a quastion froa tha Judga that " I t o l d tha 

court ssvsrsl t i a s s bafora that I n not 

in ts raa tad in aaylng any th ing , snd I aa 

rspsst ing t h i s / o r ths l s s t t l a a - pisaaa 

don' t ask as a g a i n . " 

Just bafora c loa lng l t a cass. ths s ts ts lsd 

svidsnca that slogsna had baan w r i t t a n on tha 

c a l l wal ls of ths sccuaad. I n t a r a l i a , thay 

raadi 

"Thara coaas a t i a a i n tha l i f a of ovary 

nat ion - subait or f i g h t - ws s h a l l f i g h t 

wi th avary asana a t our d l a p o a a l . Thara l a 

ona way to frasdoa* T i g h t . Viva Umkhonto wa 

Sizwa"* 

Tha l s s t of ths a t s t s ' s 144 wl tnassss. Lt* 

3*P* Vsn Rooy* thsn suaaarlssd tha sah ib i ts 

handad in to court by tha s t s t s * Thay includad 

32 AKH aaaaul t r i f l s s . 9.673 rounds of 

• M u n i t i o n * 120 hand granadaa* 57kg of TNT. 

5 Scorpion aub-aachina guns snd 6 ftakarov 

p i s t o l s * 

At tha and of ths s t s t s caas, tha accussd 

sgsin r s a f f i r a a d t h s i r i n t a n t i o n not to 

p a r t i c i p a t a in tha procasdings. Andraw 

Haphato raad out a a ta taaant on bahalf of 

tha 12v which ssid Mws brought to tha 

a t t a n t i o n of ths court that wa do not 

intand p a r t i c i p a t i n g , but hava baan 

rspaatadly brought hara against our w i l l * * . 

Thara w i l l accordingly ba no avidanca for 

tha dafsncs, snd tha 12 w i l l not t s s t i f y 

thsaaalvss* Af tsr s b r i s f s t s t s arguaant 

c a l l i n g for ths convict ion of a l l tha sccuasd, 

tha t r i a l Judga poatponad tha haaring to 

havaabar 1 2 t h . whsn judgsasnt w i l l bs givsn* 

An i n t a r a a t i n g faa tura of tha t t l a l has 

rsvolvsd sround s e t i v i t y in tha so-ca l lad 

•indapsndsnt* esntustsn . Qophuthstswsna* 

Pr iaonara havs baan handad ovsr by ths „ 

dsntustsn s d a i n i s t r a t i o n to tha South 

Af r ican p o l i c a without avan tha f o r a a l i t y 

of a x t r a d l t i o n proesadlngs* snd a c t i v l t i a s 

w i t h i n Bophuthatswsna hava baan chsrgad as 

ac ts againat tha South Af r ican a t a t a * Tha olosa 

co-oparat ion batuaan tha South Afr ican Pol ios 

and tha Bophuthatswanan hoaa guard in p a t r o l l i n g 

bordara i s alao of i n t e r e s t * 

This i a by no aaana tha f i r a t t i a s that 

sooussd i n s p o l i t i c a l t r i a l i n South Af r ica 

hava rs jac tad c a r t s i n aspscts of Jud lc is l 

procsdura. At ths bsginning of ths t r i s l of 

18 sccuaad in Bathal who wara chsrgad w i t h 

PAC a c t i v i t i a a (S vs Rothopsng and o t h a r s ) * 

tha accuasd rsfusad to plaad to tha chargaa* 

aaylng that thay did not racogniaa tha r i g h t 

of tha court t o t r y thaa*Nonathalaaa* thay 

angsgad logal oounssl* snd avantual ly gsvs 

svidsncs in t h a l r own dafsnca* I t i s ths 

f i ranass of rssolvs of tha 12 P l a t a r a a r i t i b u r g 

accussd. aspsc is l l y in tha l i g h t of tha ssrious 

chargaa thay facs . which aakaa t h a l r caaa ao 

unusual* 

e**o 


