"Faced with,..deterloreting conditions,
black workers responded through a
groundswell of popular resistance such

an bues boyecotts, and SACTU had ko choose
sither to let thls wave of opposition
sueep past them or respond positively by
trying to direct It into & more wviable

and sustained opposition, Not surprisingly
they chose to try and capture it, but
lagking any adeguate organisational bass
they waere Porced %0 use the limited tactlc
of the stay—away = &8 tectic as we have
span,; that ls mosat effective when some
Fform of factory arfganisatlon existed”
(Wabster 1979:13).

We can conclude that the 1950s and sarly
19608 maw the developssnt of an incceasingly
violent forms of atate repression of working
clase activity; and a refusal to institution=
alise conflict In any way by granting legal
cecognition to the trade unfion movement,
HWorking class strike activity moom becams
incorporated into a brfoader strategy simad
primarily at ths libefation of the popular

masses. By the 1950 the state had
successfully, crushed the lgbour sovement,

PART II OF THIS ARTICLE,; DEALING WITH THE
19708, WILL APPEAR IN THE NEXT ISSUE OF WIP,
orkes refecced Eai

0'Meara, O, "The 1946 Mine Workers' Strike
and the Political Economy of

South Africa®™ in EE"E'HEHTlrI
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Aesaa Papet Kallaway and
Adler (wds)}, Wits University,
1978,
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THE TREASON

TRIAL .

FOR THE first time in nearly two decadss,

the charge of High Treason has besn levelled
againast a group of accused in South Africa.
Betwssn 1956 and 1961, lesading members of

the Congress Alllance (comprising the African
National Congress, Congress of Democrats,
South African Congress of Trade Unions,
Indian Congress and South African Coloursd
Paoples' Organisation) stood trisl in
Pretoris; charged with Erssson, But
subseguent to their acquittal; the state
praferred to charge ite polltical opponents
under thes so=called Sabotage, Terroriams

or Supprsssicon of Comsunism (Internal
Securlty) Acts. A change in this pattern

was noticed when 11 Soweto students were
charged with ssditlion in the recently
concluded Kempton Park trial. Subsegquant to
them being found guilty on that charge, 12
man were charged with ths more serious offance
of high tresson in Pistermaritzburg. Tha 12
accused in this tresson trial all face a main
gharge of tresson; with 43 altsrnative counta
framed under the Terroriem Act, and further
charges of conspiracgy to commit surder,

The stats has set out = series of acte
allegedly committed by ®ach of ths accussd,
which it clesims rendecs thea guilty of tha
charges. All of the sccused are alleged to
have been acting in gonespiracy with the
bannad African Mational Congress (ANC).

The scts mlleged against the sccused are

as Tollowss

sccusgd nuabgr 11 John Mofokeng Sekets (24).
a). Batween Nowember 1976 and August 1978, ha
underwant military training in Angolas, Russis
and East Garmany.

b). Batwesan November 1976 and November 1978,
he had scesss to and egntrol over a emches of
arms, assunition and sxplosives near Witkleigat,
Hophuthatswana s

c). Batwssn July and November 1978 thas sccused,
togethkar with others,; undertook s mission to
reconnoltre the Transvesl and BophuthaTewana.
He carried arss in Bophuthatswans, and on
August Tet 1978 he sngaged members of tha

South African Police anmd the Bophuthatswana
Homs Guard in armed conflick,

d). During November 1978, at Phokeng in
Bophuthatswana,; Sekets attempted to recrult




pecple for ANC sctivitles,.

,--}. On Novembsr 22nd, ths accused posssssed

& Makarov platol and amsunition in the Kostar
Ltownehlpe

agcused nusber 2: Tladitsagas Mosss Molefs (23)

), During thes period Octobar 1976 to October
'19?31 Folefs underwant military tcainding in
Angola; Aussis and Zambia,

b)s During October 1978 he was part of = group
which int-ﬁd-ﬂ to satablish basss in South
Africa to conceal msn and ir--, and which alse
intended to attack police statlions near Vryburg
and Mafaking. During this mission; he carcied
arms in Bophuthatswana. On 27th Octobar 1878,
ngar Madimola,; he sngaged mesbers of the
Bophuthatswans Home Guard in armed conflict,

gcgused numbsr J: Jeffrey Aamassks Lsgoabs (30)

a). Betwesn Decembar 1977 and Lescembar 1978,
the accused underwant militacy tralning in
Angales

b)s During Jeanuacy 1979; he attespted to
recruit & person In Sowstos

g)s On Bth March 1979; in Dubm, Sowsto, he
was Iin possession of & Meskarov plstal,
ammunition, 2 handgrenadss snd a detonstor,

accused nusber 4: Thibe Jismy Ngobeni (27).
a). Botwean Novemsber 1576 and March 1978 the

accused underwent military ktraiming in Angols,
Russia, and East Germany,

b). During March 1978 he made trips to
Melesulsles and Tehlkundu arsas; Gazankulu,

to find pleces where atma and man sould be
concealed,

¢)s Batwean November 1976 and Uscesber 1978,
he had access to arms caches in Dulwalskloof
and Elim arsas, Transvasl,.

d)s During December 1978, together with a

group including Andrew Maphate (accused
number 5), he sntered South Africa to
reconnolitre places in the Transvasl,

pocused nusber S: Andrew Mapheto (20).

a), Batwsean June 1976 and December 1978,
Mapheto undecrwant military tralning LIn
Angola and East Germany.

bB)s During Deacember 1978 he sntersd South
Africa with s group ineluding accused numbaer
5, to reconnoltre arsas Iin the Transvasl.

acgused number 6: Bennat Pantess Komane (46).
a): Betwaen Juns 1976 and Auguat 1978; the

accusaad wnderwant military Erelning 4in Angols
and Auesimj he was an instructor st the
Bengualas guerlills Etreinlng camp in Angola,
b)s Batwsen July 1978 and July 1979, he
sntared South Africa to loceate places whers
arms and men could be concealed.

c). Sometime betwesn November 20th and
Cacesber 20th 1978; he attempted to recruit
a person in Soweto,

d)s During tha peried July 1978 and Januacy
1979 he was in possession of & Tokarev pietol
and smmunitieon,

accused numbar 7: Titus Mogaletcow Maleka (25).
8). Bstwesn Decembar 1975 and February 1979,

the accused undefwant military training in
Angola and Russis,

b). Ouring February 1979, together with =

group including Sydney Sekwati Choma (accused
number 6), he returned to South Africa teo
investigate places near Dsnnilton; Groblersdal
district,; Transveel, whare ar=s and men could
be concealedy there he had sccess to and control
over & cache of arms and ammsunition,

e)s On Bth February 1979, near Dennilton; he
was in possesslon of a FMekarov pistol and
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ammunitiony on 3th February he was in
posssssion of an AK AT rifle, ammunition and
2 hand grenadas,

accused number Bi Sydney Sekwatl Choma (23},

a)s The saccused underwent military training,
b)s During February 1979, togesther with
sccused number 7 and a group of men; he
returned to South Africa to Investigate
places in ths Groblersdal district whars
man and arms could ba hiddeny in that areas

he also had responelbllity Tor &n acms ceche,
€)s During February 1979, near Dennilton,
Groblersdal district, he was in posssssion
of arms and sssunition,

sccusgd numbgr 9: Mandlesnkosi Christopher
Hadebe (27).

#): Betwsen January 1976 and Macch 1979 he

underwent military training in Angolam,

b). During January 1979 in the .

W jando area, Mesinga dietrict, Matal, he

made snguiries about places where srms and

man could be concealedy Ln this area he slsc

recruited pesople to kill athers,

g)e On 11=12 Rarch 1979, together with Mandlas

Jack Mthetwa (mccused number 10), he brought

2 AK 4T pifles and amaunition Into the FMalngs

district,

d). On 12th March 1979, together with accused

number 10, he sttempted to recruit a parson in

the Aainga distrioct.

agcusgd number 10: Mandla Jack Mthetwa (22),
a). Batwsen May 1975 and March 1979, the accused

undecrwent military training in Russia,
b). During the period May 1975 to March 1979,
he had sccess to and control over arme cachas
in ths Nduso and Nongoma districts of MNatal.
g)s On 11=12 March 1979, togethsr with Hadebe




{mccused numsber 9), he brought arms and
ammunition into the Mainga district of Natal,
d).0n 12th March, with Hadebes, he attempted to
recrult & pearson neat Njando.

accused number 11: Vususuzi Nicholas Zulu (28).
a), Betwesn Dctober 1976 and June 1979, Ethg
sceused undarwent military training in Angola
and Auasia,

b)s Batwesen November 1977 and Junm 1979, he
raturned to Soukth Afrlca ke investigate

" plpelines near Merabank, Natal, with tha
intention of sabotaging them,

cu number 12: James Daniel Mange (24),
8)s From September 1576 to Octobar 1978, the
accuasd underwent military training in Angola
and Russia.

b)e During July=August 1978, he returned ko
South Africaj he lnvestigakted the police
station, magistrates court; msnd magletrates
home at Whittleses, Cape, with a view to
gttacking tham, and killing or injuring
thoss employed or resident at those places.
£)s During August 1978 he attempted to recruit
a person in Soweto.

d)s During Dctober 1978 he made arrangements
far & gang to attack the police station,
magletrates court and homa at Whittlasea,
and ta kill or injure thoss employed ar
resident thare.

Theg TRIAL THUSFAR?

On 15,06.79 tws young man appesared in the
Pigtermaritzburg Maglstrates' Court, charged
with High Treasen, 3 counta of Terrorlsm, and
2 counts of consplracy to commit mucdet.
randlenkosl Christopher Hadebe (27) and Mandla
Jack Hthetwa {22] were datalined by security

police on the night af March 12th 197% In the
kjJando area of Meinga district, Both allegedly
mambers of the African National Congress (ANC),
the stete clalmed that they crossed inte South
Africe from Swaziland on Marech 11th, na&rrinp
parcels of arms and ammunition.

Neither of the sccused were legally
repreasented at this preliminary court hearing,
and there was unn-iﬁlflhll surprise when both
pleaded guilty to the charges, which carcy a
possible death sentence, Hadebe told the
prasiding maglstrate that "] was fighting For
frapdom,.,What [ have dong is something which
anyona Fighting For fresdom would have done".

The arss cache which the accused were
alleged to have been in control of in Masinga
contained 2 AK 47 machine gunes,; several rifles
and pistols; a 9mm Vior-25 sub=machinegung
ammunition, bayonets, Pomz=type mines, hand=
gronades and 31 blocks of THT.

A few dayas later the accused re-=appeared
in court, this time represented by legal
counaal, who informed the presiding saglstrats
that the original pless of guilty ahould ba
roverssd,. Counael polnted out that the twa
man had only been given their charge sheset
2 hours bafors they had pleaded guilty, and
had not had sufficient time to understand tha
allegations made sgalnat them by the state. At
& later hearing, Mthetwa told the gourt that
police had threatensd him with assault if ha
denisd the charges, and had promised that he
would only ba santenced te 5 yeare ispriscnmant
if he pleaded guiltys AL the conclusion of
these praliminary heacings, the maglstrate
alteced the pleas tendered to not guilty, and
tha matter was remanded For trial to the
Suprams Courkt.

Just over a month after Hagebs and
Hthetwa's initial court appesrance, ten
further alleged ANC msembers or supporters
were charged with high treason, terrorisms,
and conspiracy to commit msurder, and the two
triale ware Joined together. lihgn the ten
accused Filrst sppeared In court, sscurity was
extansivey the men were chained in leg irons,
and the court was heavily guarded by sscurity
police, ¥hen, at the beginning of August, =1l
twalve sccused sppesred in the Pistsrmarcitzburg
Suprems Court, sresd police patrolled the acea
outaide the court, and the sccused ware seated
in & spacially constructed shatter=proof
glass cage, which according to the state
prosscutor was designed to prevgnt ths
sccused fros addressing the public gallery,
and to "uphold the dignity of the Court®,

On the opsning day of the sctua]l trial,

armad police were mtationed at gvery door and
gats to the court=-houss, while security police
mingled with the crowd,

State witness Sgt, Stephanus Adrisn

ﬂqlthuliln told the court that am 2.08,78
he had bean on border patrol slang the

S5puth Africe=Bophuthatswana "border'". The
patrol sncountered two armed black men,
who opened Fire on them, Wheh sgmbers of the
patrol returned the Fire, the man ran off Lnto
the hills, throwing a hand grehade at tha
patrol, Polles pursusd the men; snd Major
Macthinus Ras of Iesrust police gave svidenca
on Finding a haversack contalning AK 47 rifle
magazinas neacby.

Aas testiflied that the Flrgt accused;
Sekats, was arrested by Bophuthatswanan
police in Nevembar 1978, He was handed ower
to Aas on November 24th; and datalned under




saction & of the Terrorism Act, Under cross=
axamination, Res sdmitted that it had crossad
his mind that he gight be kidnapping Sekats
from Bophuthateswana, as he had not gone through
the legal formalities of extreaditing him from
"indepandent' BophuthaTswans,

Major Thomas Kgeals, who wase at tha tiss
of Sekete'"s arrest in command of the Phokeng
pulinl-lt-tinﬁ in BophuthaTewana, told how
Gokete had sdmitted undergoing tralning in
dngola and Aussis under the auspices of the
ANC,; Under cross examination; Kgwale admlitted
that when Sskets was brought into his office,
he had besn bleeding from a wound on his hesd,.
It was suggested to Kguele that ha hed bgen
part of a group which Beat up Sekete at the *
police station: thia was denied by the witness.
After s district surgeon who had axaminasd
Saketes testified that the wound on his head
was consistent with assault, ths stats ceased
to rely on any statements allegedly made by
Sakets to Kgueles; presumsbly on the grounds
that it accepted that the statssents were made
after cosrclon (sssault),

Major Hes mlso testifled on & clesh
betwsen South African police and guerillas
forces in wmid=Januacy 1979, In thick buah
near the Uesrdepoort border post with Botewana,
Aes and twenty anti=insurgency forces cama
sccross 2 suspected gusrillas. "1 took mim at
gne of them with an A1 rifle before scresaming
gt themy He turned round with s wespon in hias
hand = it was very gulock, I didn't ses what
waspon 1t was, I shot Flirsk...I did not miss."
Aes went on to describe the Flerce gun=battle
which followad, in which hand=grenades wars
thrown by the gusrillas at the police. Mext
morning security Forces searched the ares, and

found s dead man with & bullet wound under his
noses A pass Book contalning his photograph
gave his name as Patrick Opa Tawa,; but Finger-
prints taken ldentifiesd the dead man aa
Alchard Mapetla,; Two AK 47 rifles and "Erunks
full' of military sguipment wars Found nearby.

Warrant=0fFficer Chriatiaan de Wit gave
evidence on & clash batwesn police and
guarillas near Mafeking on 27Tth October, 1978,
and identifled sccused number 2 (Molefe) as
ong of the guerillas Irwolved, Near Madimola,
he Found thres man sitting under a tres, and
ordersd them to surrendet, In the snesulng
battle, one of the gusrillas was shot dead,
ona Killed in a grenade sxploaion, and tha
third arcestad,.

It was at this atage in the trisl that
the stats indicated Llts intention of applying
for cartain svidence to be hald in camera, with
the public sxcluded from court, This sort of
spplication has besn =ade regularcly by the
atate in political triale: the claim is made
that particularly black witnesses who give
svidence For the state ara sub jsct to
intimidation, violence and even death, In
racent ysars, the South African courkts have
become mors and mors willing to hold parts
of political trials in camsrs. while in 1977
the late Justice Davideson refused to close
his court to hear svidence in the trisl of
the "Pretoris 12' (S ve Sexwals and othesrs),
by 1978 it had becoma common for Judges and
magistrates to scceed to state reguests for
in camera hearings: It was this lssue which
was to incresse tension and drema in a trial
which already had unusual ingredients,

, During svidence led to support the stats
spplication; presiding jJjudge Mr. Justice
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Hafer revealesd that he hed received a lettar
purporting to come from the ANC in Swaziland,
The letter, on ANC letterhesd,; read:

®This ie the voice of the oppresssd
pecple. We will be inslde your court
to sss that our comrades ace Teleased,
This 1s no threat but sound sdvice to
you and your Ffascist regime. Amandla.

Powear to the pesopla.™
The letter, together with stats evidence that
it wam ARC policy to kill stats witnasases,
convinced the judge to allow certain black
state witnesses to give evidence CAMSTE;
with the public sxeluded From court. Quoting
From the official ANC organ, Sschaba, Justice
Hafer said that the sim of the ANC was clearly
to "eliminate’ police informers; witnasaes
who testified for the state in tecroriam
trinle, and the security police.

It was st this stage of the procesdirigs
that the sccused decided to effectively
withdraw from further participstion in thair
trial; Just before they dismissed thair
legal representation,; senior counsal told the
court that the sccused had bean chacrged as
membares of the ANC with trsasonj they
perceived this as attempting to overthrow

tha governmant by all means including
violence, They considered the courts as
part of the governmsent apparatus,; Thaey
further considered treason to bea & crime
affecting soclety, and to sxeluds tha
publie from the trisl exeluded tha very
people tha ANC wam trylng to resch. Tha
sccussd therafore saw No purposs in
participating in the In cemers trisl, and '
had thersfore dississed their defence laswyers,
Thay wished to take no further part in tha
trial, and did not wish to attend court




sessions,

: As the defence teas left Ethe court, the
12 accused stood up and with raised clenched
fiate, sang and shouted "Amandla® and "Powar
to the People', The Judge ordered that thay

ba removed From court, amd the trial continuesd
in their sbsance.

After further svidence had been led,; the
Judge ordered that tha accused by brought to
court singly or in pairs, and be given thes
right to croas examine witnessss, John Sekete,
tha First accused, confirmed that he would not
taks part in the trial. "Before anything
happens to ma," he told the Jjudge, ™I would
like to say thiei it la against my will to be
hare and I am not preparsd to talk or admit
anything™. When the Jjudge told Sekete that
he had the right to cross-sxamine witnessaes
who testified againat him,; he responded:

"Are you doing me a favouwr?" He claimed that
he had been attacked and assaulted by police
in prisony and wes in court ageinet his will,
"] would liks permissionm to leave. I am not
prepared to listen®™,

According to & =tate witness who the Judge
ruled could not be identified, Sekets was
praviously & student at Naledl High Sebgal,
Soueto, After the June 1976 rebellion; he and
a Auaber of his friends disappearsd. Sekate
laft behind & note saying "I am leaving Far
Hussla, Lod is Ehere", While thes witness gava
evidence against him, Sekete stalked up and
down tha specially-bullt dock,; and subsaquently
refused to cross-exasine the witness,

Tladitsagas Molefa, the second accuasad,
teld the court that he was prepared to
participate in the procesdings If the trial
was opened to the public, When this was

refused, he said that he would have n;thing
to do with the hearing. "Your worship can
impose sentence on me now" he said,

Thibe Ngobeni and Andraw Mapheto, accused
numbare 4 and 5 respectively, also refused to
participate in proceedings while evidence was
lad sgainst them, Ngobenl lounged back, resting
his Ffest against tha ralling on top of thea
dock, while Rapheato stalked up and down as
svidence was given about ANC pamphlets, guns
and amsunition found near Duiwelskloaof in
the Eastern Transvaal.

A witness who gave svidence in camsrs
sald that he knew Ngobeni from High School
at Louls Trichardt, Leter Ngobeni had studiaed
gt Turfloop; the University of the North,
Lburing May 1978, at a house in Malamulele in
the Eastern Transvaal, Ngobenl had described
the training he underwent in East Garmany,
Russis and Mocamblgue, He returned to South
Africa to look for places to hide guns and
food, He had brought hHand greanades wlth him
for self=protection againet the police,

Two of the sccused, Sekete and
Mandlenkosi Hadebe, wetfe sentenced for
contempt of court; after they lgnored Justice
Hefer's warnings to behave themsslves In the
dock, Sekete centlinually peced up and down
the glass=encased dock while s witness was

giving svidence, and then refused to t:unﬂulldq-J
the Jjudge when he was questioned. He was then

grdered to stop pacingy and when he ignored
the instruction, was sentenced to & months
imprisonmant .

Hedebe sat In the dock emoking a cigaretta,
and told the judge to "leave me alone™ whan
he was ordered to stop smoking, "Tell him

I am considering sentancing him for contampt
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of gourt",; Justice Hefer told the interpreter.
"Tell the court to do as it pleasss”, Hadeba
retorted. He was than =sentanced to 6 mantha
imprisonmant s

Giving evidence sgainat Hadebe and Mandla
Athatwa, a witness said that on FMarch 11th
1978 he had travelled with the two from
Swaziland an a trip paat Vryheld and Oundes
in Netal, Pinsapples coversd two parcels in
the back of the van, and whan Hadebs and
Mtheatwsa were dropped off in the bush near
Pomersy, they took the parcels with tham,

The witness returned to Swaziland; but was
arrasted the Ffollowing month when he crosaed
into South Africa to deliver money to Hadebas
and Mthetwa, At ths time of giving evidence,
sixtesn monthe after his arrest; he was still
in detention,

A 12=ypar old boy testifled that iIn
September 1978 he and a friend were cutting
grass at Mkwane's Orift near Ndumo, Maingm
district, They uncoversd a packet of wesapons,
and ran homs to tell thedr parents. Shortly
thareafter, tha police arrived, Sgt. Thomans
0'Connell of securlty police, Ndumo, testified
that ha found two more arms caches hearcby,
uaing & metal detector. dJeapons in the caches
ineluded
6 AKM automstie ciflas
3 Russian Scorpion plstols
1 Vzor sub=machine gun
31 blocks of THT
1700 ecartridges
31 hand grenades
10 packs of explosivess.

The state clalms that Hadebe and Mthetwa waras

in gontrol of these arme caches.
On thae day after Hadebse had beaan




santeanced for contempt of court; he compleined
that he was being Ted Llnadeguately in prison.
Saying he was belng atatved, Hadebs sdded that
ha had been gliven only sugarleas parridgs uhinh

he would mot esat, When ths Judge suggested that
he should have thought of prison food before
inviting the court to ssntance him For contempt,
Hadebe replied "Could you sat the muck supplied
in jail?™ He also sald that he hed been
isolated from other prisoners, and was locked
slons in & dark cell, Stalking up and down ths
glass=anclosed dock,; Hadebs suddenly grabbesd
the door and tried to force it open. He than
snaahed his Fist sgalnet the glasa door &
numbar of tises. On ssveral occcasiona he
shouted at state witnesses, once saying to
8 woddd witnaas "They ace gur aneniga and &ca
trying to separste ya"™, Thes woman bagan
mobbing befors complating har svidence.
According to another detained witnass
who may not be identified, Vusumuzi Iulu,
accussd nuaber 11; clalised that Teistel
FMashinini, first S5AC president, was &
deceptive person who started riote in Sowata
and then sscaped, leaving thae chilldren in
trouble, By contrast, Nelson Mandsls was @
brave leader who stood by his cause and did
not run asways The witness alsc claimed that
fulu had wanted te know why Inkatha had not
besn banned like other organisations. He was
angared that Inksths used the same colours
as tha ANC.

Armad guards patrol the bulldimg round
the clocky most ma jor witnessas give svidence
An gamsre, and the press has been totally g
sxcluded from court an & number of cccaslone.
The attitude of the sccused towards tha

-

proceedings temaine the same: James Uanisl

Fangmw, the 1Z2th accused, recently replied to
# gquestion from the judge that "I told tha
coutt sevaral times befors that I am nat
intecrested in saylng anything, and I am
repeating this for the last time = pleass
don't ssk ms sgain,”

Juat bafore closing ites case, the -tlt; 1ed
avidence that slogans had been written on the
cell walls of the sccused. Inter alla, they
readi

"There cosss a time in the life of wvery
nation = submit or fight = we shall fight
with every =msans at our disposal. Thare La
pne way to Fressdom, Fight. Viva Umkhonto we
Slzwa”,

The last of the state's 144 witnesses; Lt.
J.Ps Van Hooy; then summacrised the exhibits
handed in to court by the state, They included
32 AXM assault cifles, 9,873 rounds of
ammunition, 120 hand grenades,; 57kg of THNT,

5 Scorplion sub=machine gunas and & Pekarov
pistola,

At the snd of the state case, the sccused
again reaffirmed thelr intention not to
pacticipates in the procesdings. Andrew
Fiapheto read out & satatement on behalf of

the 12, whiech sald "de brought to the
attention of the court that we de not

intend particlpeting, but have been
repeatedly brought here agasinst our will",
Thare will sccordingly bs no svidence for

the defence, and the 12 will not teatify
thamaslvea, After a brief stete argusent
calling for the conviction of all the sccused,
tha trial judgs postponed the hearing Eo
Navember 12thy when Jjudjement will be given,
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An Iinteresting Festurs of the trisl has
revolved around activity in the so=celled
"independent' Bantustan, Bophuthatswana,
PFrisonecs have been handed ovar by tha
Bantustan sdministration to Lthe South
African police without sven the formality
of sxtradition procewdings, and activities
within Bophuthatswana have been charged as
acts against tha South African state; The close
co-operation betwesen the South African Police
and the Bophuthatswanan homs guard Lin patrolling
borders is slse of intersst,

This is by no msans the First time that
sccused In & political triml in South Africe
have re)ectesd certain sspects of Judicial
procedure. At the beginning of the trisl of
18 accused In Sethal who were charged with
PAC activities (5 ve Mothopeng and othars),
tha sccused refused to plead to the charges,
saying that they did mnot recogniss tha right
of the court to try thsa Nonestheless, they
sngaged legal counssl, snd eventually gave
svidence In their own defence. It is ths
firmness of resolve of tha 12 Pletermaritzburg
sccused; aspecislly Iin the light of the serious
chargas thay Tace, which sakes their csss so

unusual s




