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WIF 3, like ita predecessar,
WIF 2 is published in the
aftarmath of the death of
ane of South Africa’s lesd-
ing progressive thinkers.

In Septasber last year South
Africa and ths world moorned
the death in detention of
Steve Blke 1 barely four
months later, on January B,
Rick Turner wvas assassinated
in the Ffromt room of hia
Durban hioms.

Both Steve and Rick wars men
of rare integrity mmd Courags
Doth weare desply and parsonsal
ly committed to Car-reaching
palicieal mnd social ehangs

in the country af their birth
Both dised For thelr belials,

diFecily oF lndirsctly &t ths
hands af the systes they ab=
horred and Tought o changs.

Those of us who share Rick
Turner's ballels must Might
tha sense of despair that the
Aalghimare clircumstances of
his curdsr are designed to
bring sbout. A&t the same
time we must understand the
conditions that have cremnbed
tha prevpiling climate of
violencs in this country.

Soiath Africa new sharea with
certain Latin American republice
the reality of the death sguad
typical of mutheritarian regimss
lan thelir attespts to eliminate
idaclagical challepnges to thair
leadership. Acts of right-wing
terrorism have long been endemle
im BA 1 it im widely known that
thes perpetrators of theps crimes
are seldoem Lif ever brought to
Sriml.

Since 1962 thera have basn At
leant 100 published incidemts of £
this kimd, not ona of I'I'l:l..rl:l . T X1
yet been solwed by police.

In the press handling of Turmer'S
shooting two sain tendenoies
would appear to be At work. One
is & eenscious conspiracy (tha
smear campaign] 1 the other an
il ly dasnlfag butl lass caREe-
feunly calculated tendepcy.

In the Afrikasns press & consclouw
atiempl wis sade Lo sasar Turasr
with wild cimims that the ARG

was responeibie, [Unguoted
sources of information of courss)
¥or was the sesaring confined to
thess Nationalist meuthplecss.

The English press, wvhathar by de=
faplt, lgnorance, or the daily
and routine pressure of Tinding
immediate and politically mooaps

table sxplanations of events in
prder to mest deadlioes, fell
inte the same trap.

Aacauss the two shootings
(Tursner and Mitshali) ccourred
within an heur af each sthar, in
the sams olty, they wers linked.

" The link was possibly mads bBa=

canfa bBolh werde porcelved s
'political' shooting® .cvavsne
a Teflectionm on the presa' limi-
tad understanding of ths sltus=
tion and ths shertcemings of Lea
gvn ldesleogienl positian.

Whatewer ths intention of rusRing
ths twe svanls fogeaibhar in this
way, thes sffect om the resdesr is
obvious, Most people reading the
atory will start draving thailr
awn concluslons @ the Frassverk °
for int=rpretation has beesn laid.
Dut, importantly, in the ocmse of
tha English prass, it has not
been & consclous comspirmoy to
delude people. Which does meb
make 1t any less culpable, hews=
aver, Only = litéls sare subtle,

WIF 3 wae produced in Capes Towm,
with & particular smphasis an
figaues of loocal saliesnce sueh as
sQuatters. Much af the athar
material relates to the courts,
which we suggest are important as
a rteplay of recent social history
however limited, Court reparis
pravide acceass to inforsation thai
would otherwise pass unpublished.
They alsc serve to Till in vhers
the press leaves ofl '[nr what it

ieaves out), or by the nature
af reporting practices handles
ahistorically, supsrficially,
and discontinoously. HReporters
are continually being resinded
that they are not "sociml hiss
toriana’ .,

¥We primt the article of Bquatiers
at the sams tiss as one of Caps
Town's largest remaining
squatier comsunlities Tell €0 the
bulldeozars, Ths fteoital destruce=
flon af the commnlty pracesdad
in the face &f negoetiations with
Transkal representatives and
pleas to move the people
"Thumanely'. Koething of courss
mada the slightest differsnos to
the way things turned out.

However, other major recent
events are not rellected in the
content of this issues of WIP.

Im & alngle week in early
January when Amnesty Intermation=
al's reparct on terture in SA vas
releassd (banned by Covernment
Cazatte an Jarmuary 27} two wr-
gent applications came befars
Caps Town's Supréess oourt ta feds
train security palics froE ERasadls
ting two LT=year-ald detaloses.
What Was unigus in both cases
was Ehe Fact that thers wans a
wiEnean {Hh-a was himasll not a
Section 6 detalnes) to back up
the assault allegationa, Thim
is apparently unprecedented, at
lemat in Cape Town. Ome of ths
affidavits involved allegations
of electriec shock torturs. The
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Correspondence ;

The lest fsgue of WIP hes as srticle ie charp coptrast to the geceral
high standgrd of the gpublicaties. Flees in ming {g & destructive,
facetious, mperesptive and misdirected product entitled "The poverty
of Africaniam.” Written from s competitive, leftsr—than-thou
stazoe, the article drave a eumber of meubstantisted parallels

Eagided Sfveral untenable ssserticns. The overall {spression is that -

the muthor is not fasilisr with the tople ner ity backgrowmd. Aa
inapplicables critigus L3 fitted to & twisted and puperficial sccomt
of Afrieanigation.

Dlseussing the ocootents of the Lasus, WIF's sditorisl states: “it is
alsd dapidated that esrtain of the respésises %5 iks current conjune=

ture are totally iradeguate ....(eg.) the ldsology of Africenisatisn™.

Io order ty defecd the policy of Africsnisstion, T will do viat WIF
dowa ot dn 1

(8] Cutline the gpecific conjunctaors that Africenisstion was &
Feffanee to.

ib] Look st whist Africanisation is in contrast ts the vermion
priotsd in WIP (2).

(2] Its sffectiveness. Toe artlele suggestn “the flimsy foumds—
tiofy and tottering edifioe of Africstiss ..... camnot bods
well for its futuwre", and ths athor says it is for the reslsr
o gvaleate whether Africenissticm "is verking®.

() wm
The WIF article says that Africanisatics “ig

& Simevhat belsted respesss te (B {e).... the white rediealis
aabwer to akis lightenlng lotion™. (sy esghasis] It doss
not pay what Africanisstion is primesily w response ta,

thoygh surely this is erucial to eveluate it

Eo what waa the coatest vhich gave rise to Africanisatica? The
ideology Vas & respomss to the crises of the vhits atudent le=ft

over the past thres years., Quite obvioosly, it is not the re-
sponse of g party or & mans movemsnt ot the tobal eomjuncture =

bt retber the cocjuncture as oendifested i stwdent politics.

sepkaned wnd hRindered by rightist stilsstsa, the left - ap everyons
ksows - fpund iteelf in directioniess disarrsy. ‘The outbreak of
mans shiruggles aad the polarisstion of peliticsl comtradictions
chésged pnd limited cptions and roles for studspt jpvelvezsat.
Witn issuss far sore stork, the left, ss vell g potentinl recruits
becase either facist, scadezic or apathetic. & survey sbowed

758 of Inglish graduntes planning &0 leave.

Everybody keows all this, yet WIP's commectator makes no mentiom of
it., ApPerently, the changed stedest situstion passed him/ber k-
The Cact thet this is igecred, hints, perhaps, at the non—involwe—
mant of ths autbor. In the Iight of the abovs, it oad hardly T
snid thEat Afpicanisstion is = respocss walb) l&i.

{b] Mhat js Africenisation?

Tes article says Africenisation “posits an Africen cntelogy -
im other vords & way of wndertaking sxistencs iB the wesld
which is unigue t& Africa.®™ The autbor then nsks whether
the reality of ong's exristence is defined by one's gProgra-
phical location. Prom here sfhe moves on o discuss Wildes
bendiogs "Africen wityt™ asd “The myth of Africa”, the
moy sodad of e¥latsnce and rultures im Africm ss = whols,
But this is & strew target. Ouly s superficial snd fecile
ipterpretation of Africacisatice can see 1t as the nadwe
Africaziom the aothor eriticises. Afrioscisstion is oot a
sentimental stiachpent to an ares of Lopd and glorification
of an wniifferentisted paople.

It is felss to imply thet Africanisstion bolds that cée's lifs
anperience is by gEOETRpET Besldes recogaining the
specificity of each formation, it slso dreve sttestion s
class determimatics. Por sxsspls, instesd of the dominent
paraliel dreva betvesd hagesonic European {declogy snd the South
African vhite middls cless, Africenisstion poicts cut Lhe other side
of the immediste story: sxploiteticon in peripbersl capdtalist
socistins. T e OF the Afrlsan semtisest ix to ke jusd ki

Geography s {mportant jm & pense. Por soaeple, the senss of thoss vho
Lleave behind formal recigm for & less colowr consclous systen of
explodtation,

Africanissticn is & eall to relevancs ot boow, to the probles of

Bouth Afrien's recial capitalism. Africanisation is wiso s poioter

to the strength nl.'lihr-:l.il:llnln- in all ite foras, and Eeges
saphasizing the meed for plternatives. It directs concerned

stislents to sge reslitien cuteide their wislom) reslities which force
them to be partisasn. Afrlesslsstion focuses priorities oo ths wrgsney -
of uwdsr—development mnd sbsolute and an auek is & Mmmons

te involvement. PFioelly, Africasisatics defines & pcle for
stulents bere asd fow, and eot in Hyds Fark,nor Aoglo-Americes.

The WIF suthor has oot only missed the real conditicns whieh
produced Afriosnisstion, but totelly =ismderstands the role of &
mobilising .dedlogr: Buch an ideology does not begin ner &nd just
whes coe wishes. It has a determinate historical existence wnd
exprecess certain political seeds amd strengtbe. A hardline
psinntifie progromme iy often icapplicable in such & situstipg,
If ooe takes Africapisgtion Literally to mean we munt get bBack to
geod old A fries, that ~shaped homogeeous coatinest, them of
pouroe ooe oan oriticies it s inedeguate to the demmods of the
oonjuncture. Yét Lhe Yriter of the article does 85t aVelfi Filake
Africanisaticom %6 the tactical reguirezents of the conjwmctiure.
For her/hiz, it is baeically am mosdemic critigue : philosopnical
and Eistorical aldos.

Trw treatzent of (b}{4) in the srifcls mst b singled oot i
relstion 6 the fusctipon of a oobilising ideclomy. “wWhes or
tices @iazh as Inkatha or the Coundil &F Tes take up the omale of
(eiie], it is clear that its e=d is nigh,“states our suthor.
This w1l B0t do st all,



Eny sbould this be so? Oa the CODTRArY. certein aspects of (bife)
are "aliwve mzd well® aod sithes boostisg Irkatha or Esding detained

by siate appasatus. "In any cuse,” he cootinues, it s well

izem that civil enmelsatices izl groups foresd ot the exest of
rezical black cooediccitass, hive "«":‘# gatually purging themaclves
of elecenis of tleck mapcigusiess. Yo smacplen are given for
teoes of o ignorent of this pLECOEEDO0. " Bome {r‘ml:ll:l apEart
tuat ke role of (9){z] is emhdusted, snd that & elass-based ldeclogy
is far sore iEporiant in B.A. Fodsy."  TEs't this passlbly wlasful
fdenlisn, oo the part af gz avibor] The remark ds waubstantisisd.

o ~

fe) et

Tha sUtESF S&ys the resdsT should answer this guestion.
Here iz ar amsver. At 188 year's (L9TT) Suses congress,
the biggest ever, Afrieasiisation witk coe year behind it, ves
heid %5 ba s viskls direstios wvith & lot of potential. The
these far 19TE has besa parroved o “Bducation for sm
RFrlehe Povaa” .,  Tha wotbon af "iPelesn Booees” abowm Gt
Afrioasisstion's respocas® 8 the ceajuncture fa o drew
attantion to sspects of the cesjunctire ftself asd iz this
it is &n ach’svemsnt. Toe cotion of "Woricen futire” asd
waat it ipvolves opens tl# Vay to exanioing the nev prospeoia
asl goals of the new sitatlon. Thet is "grose ddssliss”.

CLEW MOSS COMMENTS 0N THIS “ERAPGHSE" A8 FOLLOWE

The rerponse puklished sbtove to "The povesty of
Africeniss’ (WIF 2] is in emoy ways & scphistiented azd usefal piece

cof writleg., Iu certainly takes ths debate os Africanism or African=

faation cansideratly fusrther then the frigical articie, which wms in

sy ways sizplistio snd supsrficial. Fowever. the Pirat ples A04 aeek 1B
introducs an ongeing detate om & coatroversial prograsss/ideclegy, asd

in thoss teTES vaS useful &nd BeEsdsEry.

bhat T wast to do in this Erief artlels is to taks up
i Eusksr of iesues conimined im the re . without seeking ts
attack or justify either the origlnal plece, ar the respenee it

The first general remmrk relates b6 the Funcbion of H:!_
id 1 wndarptend it. That Punctlon 48 wo wtimilate, end revide s forum
for the :urqlnﬂn of thope idess. By Its natveew, then, it i likely
o aidiss Pletes welen many e vet agres WAL wah wriTh some Tinh
mipdirected snd destractive. This has etvicualy been the case with
“The goverty of Afrieaniss' whick bam provoked s mamber of aggresaive
FEEPOLBES botk wristen and werbal.

To masocists the publication ss surk with the conflistieg
visws contained s ft, is therefors s mistake, snd T Flied it wnfortcnats
that the revpotss sesms somshow o oriticise the editors far publishing
the izitial Africahimation article. The sfitoriel e WIP 2 suggests that
eartaln regponses Lo the oarrent conjucters wiieh Bouth Afpice iw i1 are
isadequate, ®nd inoledes Africanisation ss one of thase respcnors. That
ig not the same an sptating that every napest of the Africeniesticm

Lﬂﬁ_ j® sesm mm retrogreaslive, ar that the sbert article coctained

& lefinitlve statesent om the matter. IL is Tether ceen mo ibe
beglasing of & debate on the ldsslepy {teelf. Peaders and contrfibutors
eould perbape Hesr that in mind, realising tbat uspopular, sesd often
eonflicting views, will be published in WIF = witkeut thase vimwvs being seem
aE definitive J(Mork is PEOGEEES) or reflecting the wisws of the propls pro=
ducing WIF-

Beving said thet, {t s now s well to turn to the responss
prioted, 7The artlels suggests that Africssisation sust be seen as &
response to the specifie conjunctare [ome of erimis)l in vhite student
politice. Thia may vell Bé tha ceee, but it is serely oot » domleant
fustor ta pe teken into scecest, After all, Africasisstion mast be
aspasped/ sxplored in its relation to the totaliny which im South
Africm, snd while speeifie srganieationnl dwneeies eiy be of secondary
interest in explaining the eoergence of ihe phesaceson, this is of limdted
taw in sesstsing the imgart of Africanisatfon ta Lhe tresds and dyramics whieh
which make &P Soclety. [= other wvords, from the perppactive of BEETIEE
outpide of "studemt polities”, the specifie eonuncturs of FUBAS or
the SRCe iw of pecondary importanoe. Certalinly i% can ke mooepted LBAY
the white spiudent lefx "fopnd jteelf in directicsleoss dissrray’. But
within the totality of Bouth Afrioce, wes the respense of Africanisation
the sost progressive responasd

The writer is quite correct to peint cut that mopects
af Africagisation are mrs cooples then those pul forverd in the WIP 2
article, HESfEhE FeEgeEts that Africanissifss scjientates people tovards
& eaderstanding of the class formation of socils classes in peripheral
oeplitalist sccial formtioms, and its logical dorroclliary, ssplaitation
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ard the forss it takss (= Afries.

But this is surely the area in whieh the idealogy in
veniest: For it would sees %o posit & forn of paticoelism which
Blers elass distinctions, while st the sees ti=s ngresting that
the popiticd of & séciely 56 The izperislist cbain f{i.e=. n social
fereation"s degres af "peripberaliestion”) takes dominamce over
intermal class formtion. It peems ns iF the writer ln muggesting that
arpleitation i In Fect & relaticeskip bebtween countries, rether than
fdocinantly predicatsd oo ma antsgenicstic class relatiom. This «lass
reintion i pressat, in its varying and gpecifie f-orea, withia all
caplialist sorisl forsaticms, dneluding these of the capitslist
parighery.

Despite what the writer says, the fdeclogy of
Africanisation does not seem to orlent people towerds the closs
dymamips snd comflicts of Bowth Africas seeieby, Wut rather toumcds the

icperiel relaticmabip. Tte wery Bams isplies that the problem

la isentified ws Tuwrepean [or Asseliesn) hagisany - ba this hegemsny
idpclogical palitical or ecosomic: There are af foarse fectorm inm the

Gmaades whioh shape Bouth Africs = Tut surely ome must accept that
the determinent [and most important) fectors ere the forss in whish
isternal class coafliet takes place.

Histerically, the ters Africanisatiom hms relsted to the
repuseseet of Boropesn state functicnaries by Africens in the tere=
itories undergoing "Secoloalsation”, i,e. legal /fersel indepssdsncs
in Afries. As the stuly of theas secietisw bas shovm, the onll for . -
Africnzisntica (e it iz the Eenyen civil service, or Tsshisn eopper
mlnes) bas not redically altered the scclal pelations in thoss
soeistiss —precisely betavss of the clase besis and inkterrsts of
thops "Africass’ who took ower fumctions related to the produertiom
pad reproduction of material life in Africean forsatfcms.

Thus , ooe could pugpest that Africanisstion bas o serdous
iondequary &8 an Edeclogy, in thet it tends to tluwr or confuse Lhe
clmgs comtent of the social formstion.

This seees Lo be sccepted by the writer, vhere hefahs calls

the desknd for o class-tased "ideclopy' wishful 1dealiss. The
eristence of clagses, and olass conflict in capltlsist sceisty has mothing
to S0 with idess or wisking., It is & etrustusel e@isbencs, bazed
{Ebonge not totally dstermined by} the very structure of productionm,
wiich in atnagoeistis. Ideslogy or mnalysis can take mcoount of this

£x = greater or lesser extent, But this dees sot affect iha
reslity. After all, ome &oes assert tha prisscy of malerial existemos
=sver conaciguasesy uwnlsss ooe ip am idealist.

What of the effectivensas of Africanisation as o mobilisa—
img ideclogyT Certalnly one scespts that Alfferent somditicons desmsd
@ifferent responses, &nd that the reality —of South Africs is changing
in = redical manner st present. But does an ideclogy which does mot
take seenEt of the internal clags structure in Bouth Africn in the
cisTent conjemciure serve & progressive role? And,; even more
particent, given the class basis of white stelents, Is Afrieanisatics
sn adequate mobilising idealogy? White studesta in Bouth Africe mre
meshers of the petty-Bourgesisis; sericus snalysis shows that the
pets graimie, of all frections, is the most unstebls, alle to
wlign itsslf with differing loterests iz different semjuncturen. The

piructure of the currest South Africen cocjunctire details & positiom
wheres ths state {8 lnereasingly mesoelng as ecceptlesal state, f.e. abenring
& prester degree of sutonomy From the interests of capital ms & clese thas
is 'noreal' [a u.?imi.t socisty. This means that, sven within the
eapitalist class (Lo say mothing of the domicated classenl, oppositics

to the state is iceressimg. Cne has only to look st the acticns mnd
#tatesents of geeups like the cheshers of comseres and industry, to see
that the states is not reflecticgotbe interestis of capital directly

anough. The mature of this ceajunctore =eans that capital l.t-th’::;ﬂ

to mobilise ms many fordes an ponaible Lo athiFve & BSCs COEVERL
oapitalist state in the scciety.

et is Likely to be the response of the petiy trurgeoisie
in this sdtuatisn? Ad has bess senlisned , 186 pattly bourgpeaials, 'I:f Eatare
of its unstable relaticnehip Lo capitalist production and repooduction
i® the olass Frection most sble to mlign iteslf with either of the twa
great social classes of eapital. In general, it tends to heve its grestast
prasence,; or effests,; at the level of the [decloglexl prastice of
sopiety. Therw is scocrdicgly an important tagk for tkoss of tha
petty bour pie who belleve that posed by the dominant ideclegy =
the scepl Fiats msd 1l that fnn,; -or the more conventlooad .
ealour Blind sapitalist steta. This & the attempt to influsnes the
processes of ideslogieal cemflist, In other wopds the petty boargeoisie
ars uniguely sble to aiign themselves with deminasmt @ p OF attempt
s alter the termss and parassters of ideclogieal comflick (change the
problemtic)s In this particular struggle, stulents mre na importsnt
elsment. The ssters of their isternal debates, writings, seminars
and campaigas have & certmin effect om ideclégical shtroggls s weeiety.

It woisld seem that Africanisation, s as ideclogy, is Dot
well suited to the folfillment of this role, in that its contest doas
nel relats Tteelf to the varying options Tesing the different clusmen
smd oless frections in Bouth Africs.

Thia 68 B0t to suggest thet students sod their fdsologies
las ssbodied i student organisstions) have amy sort of prissry role to
pley. But =o% only ithe processss of chaage, bul tke th:ﬂl pereaived for
the restrectoring of society, sre crooislly linked to the forme of
ideological comflist which form part of the total conflict of scolety.

With tkese few hasty resarks, I suggest that there is & B5re
subtls and rigorous:eritigues wvhich can be levelled at the ATricenisatics
fdenlagy- Thia Lo not ta deny the speeifie crises that the stulent left
hap feged, asd will fece in the futors. Beitksr s it to deny that Afrie=
anisatice iz mn honest and pincers attempt st responding %o an increasing-
1y difficult situstion. Bowever, discusssion snd shalysis arcumd that
probles, and the willimgness of erganisstionsite subject thelr programmes)
idsalegies 10 an enpoieg criticism in the light af ea ever changing
reality, sre sssentisl. Hopefully thess sthematic racarks will
fors some basis for & further encocunter.
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ANDTIEER RESPONSE 10 THT ' POVERTY OF AFRICANTSN' ARTICLE [N KIF 2

Fordersatally the =nlor fiav ln the exitlgoe of Afriesslss 52liched
in WIF IT iw mot ite frivelity or igoorance, but its atterpt o
erizizion o phllesoiy legtesd of s cacpeigs.  While i% ip izportant
%ret pecple eveliste acd oriticlss the stoategies o thinking ef
greuzs like TUBAS (whs wpecifically ren the corcaige), suck setivity
regoives an enalyeis of Loe particuler conjunctore witkic whizh sueh
Foups Cmotico, the Interests they represent acd bov theds groupe
are objectively sitisted wis & vip the state

Porcher, the underetecding of the jraltlas, Soterests esd S8ter—
Felaticnabips of thess groups must be located at the level cz which thess
snflicts wo= piled  Dip pefore eay soartructive Mpcveeise of &
s Nesticelin bettone popnible. Thss, HEAS would 4o well met
%0 ke freem icto s dslate wntil metually presented with o wigocroms
erfzigue of f2s positien ssd fuecticsing.

As regards the §n= total of eomfusiens asd cosparisons which
serve s the critigue. pome of the more glaring errors are cbvices
T amypooe Who had Desn paposed to NUBAS profjects over the past year.

Firstly, Africeniostior was & carpaign end st & philescshy, asd

Pagess whics vere celiversd in the course of the year, hoversr paeundn=
puilosophieal toey say have besn, ess §n 5o vay be considersd ss an
atiegt b 8 ooberent "Africmnist” philcacphy, is response to blask
etncolpganess oF By ather gremise. The bulk of the article's oriticisayg
thas fell svay and 2S0Upts to little sore than acedecic slighti-of-

kand, med ssrtainly G0 pot deserve to be debated on its merita.

Coztrary to ths narrow asd circulsr pessdo-philosephy atteck in the
irticle, Africasisetios mpreesnted s strategy adopted by o student
argecisaticon becsuse of the particular position in which {t sod it
comstitusets found thecjalves. FUSAS s 19TT was reccvering from s
virtoal eolinpse (the Fesult of both internal and exter=al fectora)
&od required oot only A stretegy which would restcre ECREAFEOUE
sprort but also have Scme appesl to stulsnts &t probakly their sost
sericus jumebure in §.A, bistory.

Hnite stuwdeats s 15TT Slt betb thresteced msd Srrelevest in the foor
of the moet serious copfrostation betwesn the state and blacks slmes
Eharpeville. If sy sttesgt was o ke osde Lo encoursge white stodsots
to commit themselves o chonge asd specifically to utilize the skills in
& relevant sasaer, It bed o begin at the bazic lewel of ssweriag

licks with the 1%t World snd impressing upon thew their ¥rd Worid
pesitica and the devalipesstal lasoes that ralisd. Bo lemg as vkits
students oonticued t0 Ges thompelves sod their futures in tems of
uanter2 Eoropenn and Afericas stonderds [conceptions undsr—wrlttes

by thedr educations a=d clsss positical they would remin irrelevsnt
and bewlildered mad it was on this level that NUSAS bad to launch its

[ ETTTaL

Afrlearisscics thes inwglved sncouragleg stulsnts to respond positively
to their situstioc mcd goz=it thezaelwes %o S.A. a3 & cesher of the
drd harld and S3A3 poojects revolved around contribeticg towverds an
ucderstanding of that Dositics, aod based oo that wmdsratasding commit—
ing the siills which studscts possess to some kind of relevan: sctdwity.

Briefings:

In response to the widespread interest im the
liberation movemdnis swoaping Africa, California
Newsreel Ras establlshed 8 Spuriween Africa Medis
Center. Tre idea behind the center is to bring
togerher The most current sudio-visual moterials
on Sputhern Africa so they can be easily available
to church,iaber arnd comunity actlvists,.as well
a5 educators. Newsreel has salected 7 16cm Films
-:-}_'l:]-llﬁ-ﬂﬂ LAST mﬂl:ﬁlﬂ 17151“!%_-'-’ , And one §lide

wn mll of L the imporisnt events
in Sauth Africa, Emn:, Mamibia amd Angola.
A miﬂt&lh svallable witheyr charge from
Cal Wewsreel, Southern Africa Media Center,
Eﬁ_‘mlln Street, San Francisco,CA 84103 (415)

GOWAN VBEEL [67) gaoled since 1964 an Robben
Islard, has been given an bonourary doctorate
in social sciemcos for a book writtem in gmal
on sheets of poilet i

ne of the byoned caders, he is serving
@ life sentehcs for sabotage.

of another work: SA: The
Peasant's Reyplt, also writtem in prisom

and published jin Britain.
GUARDLAN 18/1/78
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The gver-reporting of the vicws of dissidents and
deviators and of the views of the non-thite organisations and spokesrs’n has
the fgether result that the csbles to Reutcrs pot show that the kWhite man
is respomsible for organising and maintaining an ordersd sociery inm South
Africa and that he does this virtually alene, because no other race it South
Africa is, a8t present, sufficiently sdvancod in civilisation to take @qual
responsibilliy with hin, The reporting fails to portrey the [act that tha
—1 peace and order in South Africa 15 the White man's peace and the White man's

ordar, security for all, and that, should the White man cease to
meintain i, the mon-white reces would be at one ancther's throats amd bleod-
ghed and p-archy the order of the day.

From : Report of Commlssion of Enquiry into the Pross, 1544.

Many of ths young exiles bad bopes of resching Americs - finding
& nev Lifs smid Hlack Asericas tulturs = bob icetesd heve Tousd
that the Ueited Btates is wmsywpatbetic ta thelr plight, sad so
for that sstter is Sestern Bordpl.css.
The Boweto youths = usually eisd in tresdy if & 1ittle Frayed
and fadsd denims - osn be seen any day in Osberens lolling about
the mall shOPPAng ares....The contisual sight of the stulemts is
mmﬂhﬁm'ﬂnpmmm&n‘“mm:
TERIAL TEORA BAMNING living, sod sre pot given charity like the exiles...-
- i i CHETE A0 T o What has really incessed the Botsvanas Government is the allegsd
THE VOICE OF 7 JANUARY I378 : ‘arrogant sod ungrateful’ attitude of the stalewts....
One resnsom why the students have turned down Afriean offers of
belp in thet, baving alresdy bad  taste of Africs’s instability,
they look £0 Western comtries fOr & SBerure DULUSE:«s:

Doa Escwler, Argus Africs Bews Bervice,
o
‘ei1EfTT
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Courts:

CAPE TOwN

fne msorning in early December 1976, 1% Black schoolohildren wers
takern fresm thalr Cape Town homss by pollce. Vhen they wers

finnlly brought te trial in April 1977, they weres charged with
publio viclenos.

Orf the eriginal Fiftesn, only Tour stood Iin the dock &t the
atart of the tFial, Charges agalnat the asthers had besn with=
dravn, sl soms of thes lad bean 'pearsvaded! Lo give avidenca
for the state. Put the state was unables to compvict the four
accused of public violence and they were mogquitted.

Vhan the tims cams Cor the state witnessss te testify, they told
tha esourt they had been forced to aign stataments umlaer
police asaoult. One by ons they sntered ard left the witness
box withaut ircrimlantlng their frisonds in the dook.

Under eross-exanination by the prosscutar i

Prog,.t 'What is & "cospade’'T"

Witmess ¢ "A comrads is & Friand’,

Pros.: '"Vho ars the ‘cosrwdes®??

Vitmeas ¢ "We are-all comradest. [All the schoolohildrem im
the tewaahips. !

As they left the court thay wers imssdiately re=- Arfested

and charged with perjury because their svidence undor cath im
court did actk tally with ths statements they allaged thay
had besn forced Lo sign under duress.

In May and Jume of 1977, ignored by Cape Tewn's dally nevapapers

Ehree of thess five perjury trials ran their course. ALL wvere
delended . There were two acquitt-ls.

The Ciaal tes cases wars covercd by the Argus § In oBé, &
Langs High Scheal pupil, 19-year-=sld Philamcon ba.lyn,; wae
Tound goilty and Fined B50 (or 50 days). An 18-year-old,
Imnda Norman Fatyela, was mlso found guilty and Cined.

A aceount af the Cirfths triel fellews @ evidence in all Flvae

trials was very similar; involving allegations of smesault
by the same policemen,

ALL cases ars on appeal.

Juns 24 1977

& Cape Town magistrmts ruled today that police had assaul ted
& lT7-year-old youth wvhile he was in custody last December.

The magistrate, Mr M 6 Knox, was passing judgemsnt in the
trial of the youth vhes he Found guilty an & chargs of per jury.
The youth, who Say Rt be named, plasdsd pnot gullty to the =
charge. He was ssntenced to a R20 fine [or 30 days in

prison with threes months suspended for thres Tm-y. Tha
case 1s on appesl.

tniy the btoy's parents amd court ofFicials were present in a
court cleared of all spectators. A senlor policemin alse tFied
UMHEEIIifUlI-r:I te clear the press from the in camera hearing.
The wyoukth, who underwent am intense Lengthy eroas-eEamination
by the state prosscuter, Hr & P Theron, told the court what
happened after his arrest on Decesber 2 last year in connection
with & public violence chargs.

He gave detailed descriptions of how he had been cosrced into
signing o statessnt he had net made. Three policemen had
eatan him with an iren bar, & baton and & sjambok and had
punchaed him while he was forced to hop arcund the room on his
Baunches like a Frog. He was also threatemed with the notoricus
‘meroplans treatment® AT he did not sign, he said.

Ha told how a "thick-=sst' policeman, Conatable D Sibeko, had
puniched him in the mouth apd gut his lip. Sibeko had sleoc given
him 10 strokes on the bottoocke and hed bsaten him with an iron
bar, o baton and o sjambok on several cccaalons.

Conatable Sibekse vas not called as o witneas. The youth further
alleged that Sergeant A O Rodriguss, described im court as a
'respacted ssergeant of 2% years sEparilenca’, Bhad knocked BHim
aRts the ground by punching him in the = tosagh vhile he was being
feccad to "hop' around ths room.

Bergeant Rodriguez and Sergeant J F Snyman{who the youth said
had slss Wit him) both denisd the sllegations. The court
accapted their evidence.

Thi yeulth had basn charged with pesrjury as he left a Aegional
court last April after giving evidence in & public wioclence
trial. WVhat he saild under sath in court differed from a stats-

mant ha allaged ha had besn forced to sign after being assaul ted
by polioe.

Advocnts Rob MoDougall  defending the youth, criticised Sergeant
Redrigues's svidence, When asked why the yowuth, initimlly
reluctant to sake a statement, suwddenly decided to do se eight
days later, Aodrigusy head sald that thal vas "in ths nature of
thie Bantu',

Hr Hesougall, calling for an acguittal, sald sxpert medical
evidencs backed up the youth's desscription af injuriss resslved
mt the hands of the police. Hae aaid if the Ferced sbeisment
whE taken a8 trus by the court, that would be giving ths police
& "ligancs 16 AfAEull Suapecia’,

The smgistrate acoepited the youth was asssulted by poliows, bul
"mot sufficisntly to sake him umrilling® ta sign the statement.
He found hism guilty on the chargs of pesjary.



OONFISSIONS AS EVIDENCE

Goe sajor political trisl hes eesrged in secent mooths in Cups
Teun'e ecurts. Ie mm pot=of=the=way regiomal court (specially
comptitited under the AG's instrustiocs] in Msleesbury, s ssall
pomntry towsn, the tounsbip carsunity bis followed with intersst
& lesgthky "terrorise’ triml. The Daily Press coversd mark
of t=e (very lengity) procesdings.

In this trial such of the defenoe arguoent ban cemtred sround the
sfmlssibility of the evidence of the 16 state witossses, most of
whea appeased iz court while still in detentlom.

Apncwser casa, which has been in the courts on and off for over

& yenr has aleo revalved around the admissibility of "confa-
saicss’ as avidence.

edsr the pew Criminal Procedurs Aot [ses articls in WIP 2),
coofeasions meds to s Emgistrates are presusesd %o heve been [reely
oade, wlees othervise showun. This {8 the reverse of wvhat
ooteiesd Before the act came into operation. Then, confessiocs
kad =2 be shown by the State 0 have besn foesly sl welmmtarily
eads - that there was no duress lovolwed.

Here (n rhe sacond casa whare fouwr young Capes Tous men vers
fownd guilty of arsoc, all alleged under omth that ther had beas
threstesed asd suhjected Lo various assaults (ell peported in
the press as the trisl progressed] : the most bizarre of which
aliogedly took place when & pollcesas poured peirol on thelr
hasds mnd threstened to set it aligh®t if they did pot ke satis
factory ststesscts. ALl hed speet ssves mootha o prisom
befors being relsssed om bail.

Tet despite thess allspations, the magistrate ruled that their
confesnicns be sdnditted as svideance. Be pav no reancn L9 oob
acoept police depinls im the casse. The Mowur ssa, Charles
Hegigpmehs (23], NSoel Such [(2k] . Bric Fecchs (21), and Joseph
Julie{20) were fousd goiliy of sstiing Tire to & Turniture
faetosy and & tisher yard, during last year's uprising. Jfeccks
ves in eddition feusd guilty of bursing the house of & local
residant.

In the build=up 5 sectence, thes court was Tilled with relatives
and friends of the =es, and awid eoctiooal scenes the magistrate
dslivered sentence 1 a total of L4 years, 3 of which woald

ran coocarrently. In fact, each Ean wlll scrwe 2 - 2} yesra.
ALl four are pov oot oo bail, peading appeal.

It is ioteresting to oote ithat the saglstrits took cars to
cozceod particulsrly the policeman Yermeulen}, for his
exemplary role in the case. "He warked uader atress dusing
the trinl' and aoecged oS & "favourable® witmesm. His

for letall so loag after the event vas also ooted by the magic=
trate a5 & poict dio kis fevedr.

This wvms the policesasn who, ie sarllier evidence by the ascused,
hed wllege beaten; Eicked mnd threstened each of them during
their detestion. O cos decsaion, Verssulen allegedly Bad to bs
palled off by aecther policesan vihen be wveot beserk attacking
Suck

LM SR By

From Jepuary to November 1977, oo less than LLh people were foumd
gullty in pelitical trials. A total of B58 years of ispriscement
uns meted eut. Over UOO people feced charges In 95 secusity Srialag
out af thess 158 wers seguitted of bad charges withirmem and csses
sgiiost 57 are proceeding (et time of writing). For the most part
the trisls isvelve alleged mesbers of thes barmed ANC,

However, it is diffieuit to develop aoy kind of coberest amalysis-
for coe thing the background informstion in the trisls i recely
ennily sceessidle and for asether, with 5T people mwmiting
Judgment much of the comment cme is tespied %6 make in sxb judice.

It fs also isporisnt to briefly sention the previcus Malsesbury trial
inwolwing Chrlstems Tinto, to provide s glispss to the patterss of
politichl trinls in the Caps.

Tinto was charged under the Isternal Security Aot and sentenced Lo seven
years isprisonzesnt. The Btats Elleged thiat be placned to blow ap

Toth BANIAM &nd the Trust Dank. Calling fur the mssiss senience

of ten yesrs, the Btats arguesd that "the cancer of terroriss s

well imown to un mpd there is an cutcry against it in the Western
civiliped world. It can ruin the econcsy. This speaks for iteelf.®

Elijak Loes, who died ie detestion i August last year, wvas repeatedly
mentioned in the evidenes.



At the Eczent the new Criminal Procedurs Act im beiog implessnted
it the Maloesbury Begiooel Cowrt in the trisl of Moustaim Gmbells
{4T) mod Lupko Buna (26), beth of Gugaletun, whs are said to bave
"imeited, instigated, cozoafded, nided, advined, encouraged or
procured’ others to treis in Gouth Africa or cutside in such a
way as to ‘ssdanger lew and order lav and order in South Afrieca’
(Terresiem Act) &r which would somebow further the aise of aoy
mlawful arganfsation in ter=s of the Uelawful Crganisations

Aot of 1960 (Ieternal Gecurity Aot].

Malasskury is about mn hewt's drive from Cape Town. This probabily

prohivite the eajerity of people who wenidd like 4o attend the
trial from comimg.

Ben Klesz, dsfesdipg the men, Stated the charges had been vagus
and that his reguests for more dsteils ksd been refussd.

When the witnesses wers dos to appesr, Vermsak (the prosssutor)
mads an sypesl for the cow™ to %8 cleared. The newv At states

m eourt can be clewred if "in the loterests of the Btate’ and

it vas co these prounds that the spplicetion wes granted, altbough
Veroeakls arpment for cleiriBSg the court was that the witnesses
"may be killed' or asssultsd when it wms lewrnt they were

glvieg state evidence.

Degpite this order, s s=a)l proap of people, comsisting of
Family, s few clergymsn and sbulents retwoned svery day, asd
were sent evay from the eoifiyard to avold their peering
throwgh the cowrt windows. Thee maddenly the court dcors
weres opefied o the public without sxplesation, snd ressined
that way. 5till; peopls wer® thiesm out for coughing and, st
ons stepe, laughing.

Alsnat &1L ths witcesses il been dstained in June wilder sscticn
6 and trested to the usual section § solitary confimemsnt, They
ware misly young people, sany of them stulents, who bad
allegedly besn talked into Tightieg for their fresdice by

Tura wod Geakalls in w werdet of mevtings wiAh Uhes, Aupviher

or separately, sither ot umbellals hose or im the ‘pesdek' of
coe of the stulsEle.

They had allegedly left for Mocambique in small groups, going vis
pranskel and Lesctho, where some collected false Lesotho passporte.
e group was found to be eosgpletely igmorant of Sotho by & border
gfficial, sven though they vers travelling os Lesctho passports.
e said be had been persavded to join the fighters efter Fuse told
him the students were wasting their tipe "fighting the whites

with stones'.

oan wittess, Visssekile Ggiks, 26, & cocpuler progracEsr &t tThe
BAAE afficen in Paarl had at first refused to makes & statement.
Later; he told the court, he wes compelled to. Whilst i detestion
b# had ssked to see & decter in Bellville, vho thaped him ca the
chont & couples of times, swvare at his end called his & "shallie®
afd %5ld hia that ks ves shemmisg. Mr Eies asked Mr Ggita why
be bad & permansctly lsconic' smile oo his face. Me replied
that be vas u changed person mnd that sinee ki detention him
peecTy Bad beccme severely affected. Be did sot koow who the
acdused vere in the trial before he cems to cowrt, oor did he
cnow what the charges were.

galy one vitness gave & clear sceomnt of being ssssnited or
gortured by the police: ke said he hed Besn subjected to &
pore of trrturs called "flying', wdSMssoostrated the out-
gtretched posltion againet the wall he bad besn sade to stasd
in while repsstedly receiving sisctrle shoeks: the ascount
eraated great impeet in the courtroom, sspecially s it had
apparently bappensd wt Banlam Centrs, Fort Elizabeth, the
rllﬂi:niﬂhm Biko bhad Besn held.

smong other witoesses for the State wars parents from Langs
pod Ouguletu who testified that their sons Bed “disappearsd”
sod had mot been heard of pince they wvers pradussd to be in
getantion.

gumbells, vhen he was fioally called to give evidsnce, brought
the point of forced statessnts into foous, saying be was told
sid not asked vhet Bad kappssed and hed been promised Mim
fresldom if be gave the palice's version of wvhet Eappenedi

io & written statemeot. Kies argued, after elosicg his cnse, that
the Btate oould not blindly sceept secticn € detainess’ ascousts



an they had svidsstly been "trying to satisfy someome outside court
to regain their freedlam, sliogsther a Aifferent propositiom.®

But he did pet bave sacy cootrpdicticonas in the state evidence to
& oby sl as Verssak podnted put, the deafence would have to

dig up scme solid ressons o prove the whole thing & conspirmtorial
fantasy. Much has been made by the State about publicetiona
allegedly given 9 the fupils by Hene and ekéells: thess includsd
Inkululeke [whick, he sald, vas o Corsurnist Party puklicstion snd
besce irrelewvant to the case} | Bechate (also irrelevast, being so
svarssas publicstion) snd Uskbhonto we Bizwe, which still bed oot
been showe to the court.

Kies questioned the vital fswus: what semstitutss svidsncs in
Beisth African sourts of lav? Is it o secdor policesan {am im
this sase), salling himeelf & 1iterstwre sapart and ploughing
throegh editicas of Bechaba te sxposs ABC pellelsn? Is it
wmodrTebborated arcounts of death threats to coe of the papils
if be ald pet go for tradningy - .

Julgesnt has been postponed to Decesber 31,

§ o ——— |

EECURITYT TRIALS & THE CO -

The processes and tremds at work im Seuth African soclety
mre well illustrated in a brief and synoptic overview af tha
way the courts are responding to the massive [and sver
1.n|:r-ll.l.:.qh "Seourity' trials coming befTore them. Aooord=
ing to figures relsassd By the South AfFican Indtitute of
Race REslations; 144 people were convicted under fecurity lawe
inm the first sleven months of 1977. Sentences handed down
amcunted to & tetal of BSE years, Altagether, gver 400
people faced charges in 9% seourity trimls betwesn January
and November of this year,

WVhsre mccused were chargsd with furthering the aims of s banned
erganisation, the organisation msoet often referred to was tha
AN, C. However, thess igurss do not Inciwde tha current
P.A,C. trial in Mardtzburg, or the trisl of the b 4. c. 18,

sat down For Bethal nazt year.

Clearly, the vast majority of thess trials receive very little
agoverags from the Press, which sssma to have deliverately overs=
lpoked certsin trials, and given others such limited coverage
as 3 render the court procesdings unintelligibly Balow, we
detail & few of the trials which have coms o the attention

of resdsrs of VIP; and would appreciste further jaforsation

on both theses, and other trisls. A Tfow matters wvhich do

pot directly relats to sscurity chargess are® ales mentionsd

for intsrast.

Readers of WIP & will recall the details given s the
Haritzburg Terrorism Trial, where four socused initimlly
pleas=d gullty to charges in terms of the new Criminal
Procedurs Act, and subsequently, undsr the defencs of new
eouncil, applied te changes those pleas to nmot guilty. This
oase has beesn put forvard as an interesting test af how thas
Criminal Procedure Act will be implesented in Sspurity Triale.

The mccused were Isamao Zima, Vell Mthembu, Theshys Khomals and
WValter Mtshali, snd their charges related to esither taking
stepa to undergoe military training, or ineiting sthsrs to da =o,.

After significant and interesting precesdings (sss WIP 2],
Juatica Erisk refused the application of thres of the accused
to change their pleas to not gullty, and sentengsd them te
16 yeara sach. Leave o appeal Agaipat adntences and convie=
tion was refussd by the Judpe.

The fourth accused, Walter Mishali, who had previcusly been
granted a separation of trials, was found by Justice Erisk

e Ba mapntally ualfdt te stand trial, and ordered to be held
in priscn pending certificatisn by the State President.
Mishali had besn haeld in soliteary confinesment in the hands of

the serurity poalics Ffor a lsagihy pericd prior ta his couct
SppaRTAncS
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The ather trial mentionsd in WIP 2 vhich related to the now
eriminal precedurs act was related to the Coch Strast shastings
of Junw I9TT. TIn that trial Mondy Johannes Mocoloung and
Solenon Mahlangu are charged under the Terroriss Aer. Matlousg
has been sent for psychiatrie observation,

Acearding ta evidencs placed baCors the Judgs, Justices Theron
Matloung has dafactive dntallactual funcEtioning ard memory,
which =seem to be the result of a brain injury.

Boih acoused were Kopt wneder sectien O of tha Terrorism Act
[rom thelr tlse &f arfedt of Juns 12 wntil their first court
appearance on August 24, The trial has now been postponed
until February 13, 1578.

Other Trimls s

Accussd - Albert Skels

Frund guilty in the Johannesburg Reglonal Court of pheatocapylng
¥elson Mandela's bock 'No Easy Walk to Fresdom'.

Santence — RIS0 or 100 days.

Aecussd - Benjasmin Phatolo, MHashikane Montyane, Hema Mabuselsa,
ﬂ::lﬁu Tema, found pullty im the Johanaesaburg Reglonal Court
of holding an illegal march an Octaber o4,

Egnkences — RIGO0 or L0O days, R40 or 4D days suspended.
Ehluqu-lntlr. Montyans was detainsd By the securdity police.

Accused = Semusl Malepane and John Masthodi

Charged under the Terrorism Act.

Both aged 231, and from Soweto. Claimed thail the aecused
fTounded the Scuth Alrican Freedom Organissation [(SAF0) which
aimed to overthrow the government by vielence and revelutien.
They are appearing belare Justies le Aeoux in ths Erugersdorp
eircuit court. P=tainees brought as stats witnesses have
alieged torture and assults by the security palice, Oy

J0 Kavember, the Johannesburg press stopped reporting this
Eximnl , It im presumed that it will contlnwee in the new year,
Evidenors hms boen led on the S5RC, amd names of sx STAC leaders
have besn meationed an a few cccasions.

Accused = Mosima Sexwvals and 11 athara,

This is popsibly the most important triaml going on in Scuth
Africa st presont. The A.N.C. 12 are charged with Turthar=
ing zshe aims of vhe A N.C,; and amangst the accussd ars both
peaple alleged to be guerillas, and prople alleged to e
dnternal lendera of the A.N.C. within South Afriea. Thi
state hod already cloasd Lts cass when the n—-.j_dj_“' Judpe .
duatice Dawvideson, died. The state has decided o hald &
fresh trial, and this begins in Pretoria an January 16, 157E.

Aocused = Elliot Carsa (31).

Found guilty for passsssing sn sxtract from the African
Commuinist

Sentence = 1 year. An sppeal agminst sentence has heen ledged.

e e —— e T T T L N ST .

Accused - HWountain Qumbella apd Matthews Hunn.

Chiarged in Malmesbury under the Terrorism Act with inciting

ethers te underge militery trmining. One detaines brought
ms stats wilnoass has alleged torture. fm 13712, in the
middie of Qumbslla's defence evidenmcoe, the Johanneaburg
press stopped reporting the trisl.

Aooused - Winmies Hapdala,

Yot agaln the state has brought Hrs Handels to court, this
times mocused with breaking her banning order. The cass con=
[F T in the Hlesmfontein Regional Court on  Jamweary 1T
197TH,

W = John Phala, John ‘Thabo, Poan Mashinind, Balfana Ekosi,
ilip Koza.
After a lengthy trial in the Springs Cireuwit Court; baflara
Juatics da Villiers, all 5 aooused were found guilty af
Terrorism. The men ware alleged te have oparated bomb
training schools in Soweto.
- Phala : I years

armiiert Thabe 1 0 years

Musi 1 5 years

Ehoza 1 1% yeaars
Hashinini mnd Kkosli ¢ 13 years sach.
Thass axtremely long and severs sentences wers peid scant
pktention te by thse Press, In fact; according to soms
records {not necessarily totally complete), only POST reported
tha sentances on Wovember 30, 1977.

cused = Thimas Masuku, Tembs Neosl, Richard Chiuke. In
pnothar barely reported trial, these thres men were found
guilty under the Terroriesm Act by Justice Theron; and senfen=
ced to & total of 58 years jail. On 1811, the Rand Daily
Hail carried & story on the trisl; ard on 23711, POST re=
ported the senteanoes. gther tham that, I have been unable
ta Find any press detsils on this trisl.

Avcusied = Victor Nkandi

ﬁrﬂd in Hamibia with the eurder of Elifss, sometims CThisl
Minister of Ovambo. Allegations of masault and torturse
have baen sades against the Sscurity Policy by detainees mnd
the mooused.

hooused - Moses Jabu Milwazi [Mkwanszi)?
Chargsd with recrulting people Tor military training. Trial
begins in Ramd Suprese Court an Febhruary 6, 1978.

Avcused - Mdub e Mdingi

Found gullty Ln the Rarnd Supremes Court for Terrorism. Justice
Costzes sontenced him to § years. Charged with transporting
people to the border for ailitary training.

by Ndull and Nahlova
Both applicants wers found guilty in Mariteburg under the
Terrorisa Aet, mnd ssntenced to 25 and 30 years respactively
(State ws. Gwala and othera). Both men alleged that they
had besn kidnapped from Swaziland by the Secarity Police,
and denied the right of the court toe try them.



The Appeal Court feund that even 1F they hed been kidnapped
the Matal Supreme Court had the jurisdiction to Ery them,
Jusktlice Rumpf{, Chief Justica af 5. A4, , Tound that the
application to be returned to Swaziland, and the deniml of
the jurisdiction of the court; wWould only have had mearit
i it was shown thee the South African State had authorised
the kidnappings.

Accuied = Abdul Sayved

Charged under Tarrorism Act in the Bloemfontein Regional
Coaurt. ATfter two state witnesses refused to glve svidencsa,
tha prosscutor 'ceased prosecution' and the acoused was
acquitted.

The twe state wvitneasses ars nov being charesd im the Hesthal
P A.C. Erial.

Accused = Bongani Wtaala and Themba Xulw

Charged Ln the Durban Regional Court under Terroriss Ack.
Allegedly incited youths Lo underge military trainlng.
Found guilty and sentenced to 5 years sach.

Aocused = 29 journalists (20 bleck, one white] charged with
halding & proteat sarch in Jpghanneaburg over the banming
of the Unian of Dlack Journalistes, and the detontion of
Journolists.

The case continues on February Z2 mezi year,

Aceumed - Ftriks Dikgole, Rebert Diphake,; Johannes Malotle,
Jacoh Jonms, William Shuping, Stephen Letsie, Sunday Horeeng.
Seandard 8, Fres Slate puplls charged with Sabotags in
Bloemfontein Regional Court. The case is dues to comtinue
on Decesber T, But ns Johannssburg Aevepapar has coavered

the procesdings.

Aespaed = Btanley Pule, Tsamac Mhlekwea, Nogagns Oxekwva.
Thorged under the Terrorism Act in the Maritsburg Supress
Court before Justice Hrosxter. Alledgedly membars of
the P.A.C.

MeaTing procesds on January 16, 1978.

Aooum = Zeph Hothopeng and 1T others.

Cha rypied wildar Terrorlss and Turthaeing the aims of the P.A.DC.
Includes a numbier of esx-HRobben Island priscners sentenced
for F.A.C. activitias. 86 coscomspirators, includimg Hobert
Solrukwe . Snme of ithe accused wvere in detention Ter aver

A YOART.

b po=consplraters whe were held by the Securlty Palics dlad
while in detention, The aceyssd are dyes to appaar in

court sgain in Dethal on January 9, when a trial date will
e &8,

Accussd = Jarius Kgoltsng

A sectlen 1D detaipss haeld at Modder Beese was called as &
state witneas im a Terroriem Triaml, but gave svidence ocon=
Flicting with the statement sade ad & section aiz detaines,
Bentanced in Pretoria to two years. Thers mre, of ocourse,
nussrous othsr trials which have takes placs and are takiag
place.

The intensilfication of conflict in South Africa will increase.
Thers will be more trials, and heavier sentences.
Unfartunately, concerned white Jputh Africans wbho wish So
know what is happening inm thess trials = ns it is aone of the
few mechanisms awsilable bo know what young and old blacks
are thinking, and to have an insight lmAte the support ocrgani=
sations do or do net #ajoy in South Africa - are frustrated.
The Fress appeara to give scant and inadequate coverage to
itha succession of Erials and detentlions.

VIP resders are sejussted to contirually point et this de=
liberate suppression of news to sditors {who mre responsibls)
and to journaiists [(whe are generally net).

WIF is also kesn to provide in depth coverage of triale, and
we ask readers & taks the fnitistive in this regand, and
hecome contributors. Trisls can be followed up by Eallking
to defenoe lawvyers, maintaining contact with reporters,
attending court, =to.

Wa should attespt Bo Forcd some mewspapesra intc covaring

what is happening in South Africe, sven when liberal edifors
da not like admitting those ocoocurenoes and tromds, L L]

must point cuk that, in the Final analysis, those editors

and their papers will be judged for withholding imporcant
ipforsation from the paaple of Scsuth Africa. Covearage af
the secaslonal sensational triasl or inguest 1s mot sufficient.
If the presa will net Mulfil this function, thesn we musl
attempt to de it curselves, through as many different avemues
o8 possible.

_
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" Articles:

The dsath of Rick Turner in Durben lasg month is indublcebly an
immense loss to South Africa. But if Ls & political event which
has sgain been misunderstood and odsingerprated by both the
pmedia &d & pumber of "liberal' orgeslasticme.

There &rg several importent points which nesd to be ralsed and
a number pf lessons which can be drawn from his death.

It seamg clear that the assassilnecion wms a politicel one.
Well=oTganised and preciss,; 1t cervied schoes of Argentinim
and Chilesn "deach squads'. And indewed, meny have alresady man=
tioned the similaricies.

Whee la & llccle surprising, though; ix the Fact rhat » pmber
of "liberal' orpenisacions have made demands snd comments which
are both inadequate end snschremistic in the pressnt polirical

and social climate in South Africa.

Calls for police protection snd the "mbeming' of restricted

pecple ape slightly naive in the light of recent developmemts

in the country. October 19 should hive dispelled amy Llibersl

doubzs about the "mmanltsrisn' and "modersts' propensitles of
the 5A government. Biko's death should have exploded the myth
of SA"S concern abour its "overseas Lmage' .

It is not only in the context of what musc be presused te be &
recent spate of right-wing terroriss chet Twner's assass-
ination should be seen, but in the wider context of developments
in SA ag & whole. There has been & Temarkable incresse in the
number of political trials; violence sgainst schoolchildren in
the PE townships has certainly not waned; meass svictlons of com—
runitles continue; mmdreds of peoply have been deCalned and
some have died In sslitary confinemsic, in the last few months.

Basically, a'civil righcs'spproach to Turner's desth does not
offer much In the way of direction.

It seems apparent that at this stege in our coumtry"s history,
the goverrment is certalnly not om the verge of becoming mors
"liberal'. The gxtent of populsr reslscence ig reflected not
only in the momerous political crisls, but alspy in the marked
increass ln secyrity leglslaticn. We sre sure chat this session
of Parlisment will not prove our judgemsnt STTonecus.

The "civil rights' group would do well to see the asssssinetion of
Turper in & wider context — pass laws, squatfear eviccioms, forced
labout, reslstance and counter-reslstmncs.

The sme point wyes made after Biko's death:. Libsreal cries for
& j.lll-.‘l'.-:l.-ll- Ingquiry were voolferous and Erequent. Tha rasult wes
m ipguest . And pow whatl] And sbers?

The only way In which we cam be truly progresgive 1s te first

understand the depth and nsture of the strugile in SA. The his-
corlcal realitiges sre often overlooked.

Turner's death will not be ths only one of ity kind. If ic is

necassary for the ruling class, "death sguads' will become nearly
a8 familisr 28 the 'plck—up' wvan.

Wa might nof hive reached that stegs yet, but we must reslise
now that thers are mény who will sake secrifices in the struggle
for justice In SAk. There are many who alresdy have.

Turner's death ghould heve tsught us this.



IE "SSUATTER PROBLIK

The "sguntter problez" is
& bousing problem; resuliiog frem
B population grouth probles
& riral-urkan migratica probles
B povorty problss
as mrtificiml land-ecar<ity problea
arisieg from
& probles of uneves and esntradictery developeest
s ods of production which gesersted such comtrediciicos
andl &n ecomomie crisis vhich intensifies the®m......

Bespocee £6 the "sgatter problesa™ takes the form of
Likeral barsest "why can't they leave thes alose?™
Butipoalist barror: "how did they get there st aiit®
aod "wiy 4o they have to be soved i= the middle of wioteri™
mniversity delight: “lets write an article®™

“lets dsalge & sqatter casp”
“lets teach them to knit"
"lets give thes some plastic™
:Eu taks Thes stoe mmr:
5 take rome photogra
ued coppibly more cyndosllys i
"leta get EWD 000 fros the Urbas
Foundation and do some resesroB.ceooesans’

Jctes on the “Sgustter Probles”

My istestion is writing this paper is L& outlines an altsmative
approach to the way in which the so=called sguatter blem im st
present conceived ip certain eircles. This is part in
respaonse to the article oo Envircosental Flanming mnd Soolal
Coctrol im WIP I, vhere as imitial attespt vas mads o 40 this.
Whet follows ie sm imitisl esxplorstion of the problem, mnd I
would welcoms & response.

The "sgumtier preblen” as it ip wdersiocd in Bouth Afriosn libernl
thigking s & problem of populstlion prewth retes, of uwrkanisstios
rates, or apartbeid legielaticn, or of insuffizient counoil
Eousfsng. Balutloes to the problen are concelved af in terss af
the allevistion of thess factors, through seans which are

" puggested % the cnderstanding of the problem. Family planning
will curk populstion growth, influx cestrol will reduce raral-
wrtas asigraticsn, sgriculiuwral develepoeat will reduoce rursl
izzoverisheent, resoval of 'petty apartbeid’ will sceble blacks

to buy houses, resoval of restrictilons on Afrfcens in the Weaters
Cage will acabla sore hoaes Lo be built for black peaple, allocd—
tico of more funds for housiog will iocrease the housing stook,
reseireh will develop mre sophisticated "pelutions' to the probles.

The wmderstanding of the probles and the solutions will arise from
this usderstasdisg Laks plice within & wsally boEgesis appreack
s the understandicg of a secial mystes — ai sjpreach wvhich nmot
only doss ot challenge the bawic piructure of that system, buk
wiich also sechs ©o0 ensute its comtinued evistence by maaking the
real cavsss underlyicg Thess proble=s. I The cpuses can ba
obseuEed, the solutions which are sdopted will be essentially
pallistive, snd will ip no wvey resclve the basie contradicticss at
the root of the ‘problem’.

In atte=pting to umdersiand the real esture of the sgpatisr prables
it is necessary for us to consfdsr the comtradictory mature af
capltalize, and in particular, the contmadicticons betwesn towm and
eountry, labouwr and eaplial , tenast amd las¥lopd, Comstantis and
Crossroads .

The contradiction betwsen town asd cowntry arfjaes at the moat simgis
level from the fEst that towms Bave historically oeen foanded on

the extracticn and copcestmticn ¢f a pecial splus proluct from the
comtrynide. Gome of this surples my be reinvested im the country=
iide, but the mesd to ecpompliah prisitive scowmuistios militates
sgrinet the procsss beisg satorally end peciprocally bensfielal.

{In South Africe, this comtmediction takes the form primcipally af
contradletion between white metropoliten aress snd blsck "homelands" ).

e clty can be seam to be the locus of Lthe gecgraphical confestraticn
and eireulation of this surgius, and develops, im isdestrisl sed
capitalint societies, "socording te the requiresents of the circulaticn
of capital and cosmcdfties, and acssrding to the subardimstion af lskowr
to capital.” {(lamsrche, 1976;89] The mighly comtresdictory mnd uneves
rate of dsvelopment within the eity relstss to the contradicticm
between tmin mod country, since what {8 a® the roeot of beth is the
proceds of sooisl intion of the product of labour. The spatial
panifestation of this contradletlom is medisted im the city by wrban
Eeund rent snd property capital. Urban gpround reat L characterissd
by “ihres desipant tendencies 3

1. in opposition betwsen the centrs, whers lond prices sre highsst,
snd the pariphery;

2. A growing separwtion betwveen sress and bouming reserved for
the et afflusnt social stretis asd working-class Bousing
ArEan;

T A geoeralised dispersal of “wrban functioos' . scettered into
areas vhich are gedgraphically ssparatis &8 increasingly
specialised in Panction.....” {Lojkioe, 15T6;138)

Hot ocaly sre workiog=ciass and affleent residential aress segregated,
there in & clear pattearmof residential loceticsm for thess g « Which
reflects their séoess Lo rescurces. The rich groups hive i Widsr
eholes in the loostion of residestisl sctivity becoune they cam afford
both highes land prices and kigher transport costs, wvhile the bid
rent purve of the poor in charscteristically steep. (Harvey 15T3)

This means Lhat ths rich can always enfores their preferences over
the poor, and sre thim able to & arsas which are "ie free,
wholssome couatry sir® (Engele, 196T), or cthervisse te heir Lastes.
The poor are forced to Live sither close to the city centre, where
rents ars high but transport costs are lov, or in far-flung “domitory
suburke', vhich surreund ipdustrial Ecqies.

Aevording %o Lojkine, whet charscterioes the cepitalist city is "am
the ooa hasd the growving soneenteaticn of ‘ecollective means of
consumption® ... snd on the other hand & particdlar sode of oopten-
tration of the totality of means of reproduction (of capital mmd
labour pover)." The systes of anerchie fres epterpriss carmot of
ftpalf finascs the previiion of the collective meass of conncption,
which are not profitabls. Stats interventios ls necessary hews,
sinoe such provimics is sssestial to the reproducticn of labour poseT.

1¥



Urten growth, resulticg from the process of isdustrialisabion,

oecuTs Bt faster pate than that of the provisien of housing, i MORES CONSULTED
wihich is eritical far the reprofduztios of labocr p;vu-f‘
The bouzing merkel recognisss eolvent demmed Castelis, Masusl m%nﬁ;ﬁm-
Es the ealy elfectiwve demand, in the atsence of state interves= Bfward Arncld, Landom, 15TT. Trasslated
tios, An artifiziel orban lasd searcity and a working-class housing by Alan Sheridas.
cricis is crented hy the speculative activity of property capital
but the prizcipal reassn for the lag le beousing preduction is Engels, Friesdrich i el
e low level of productivity of the procecs of housing produscties; - 4
thia Tazds ©o perpetuate the shortage, postpones sany solution sod Penguic Bocks, Middlssex, 1967.

at toe same tise pequires m high icsmediets profit oo esch operatios.

Harvay, David i A Edward

Stete ictervnlion becooss owormmary to regulste the sctivities
of property capitsl and of the building indusiry, because the
necesEary reproducticn of labour poves fs hindered by the housing
erisis, Cousell pousing is one resuli of such intervemtion.

The effect of this intervention is to resslvwe as isceliate contre—
diction which ssnet be resclved bty the system of snarehie

tition. ‘This resolution is,however, o scliticn, sinee it does
ot resclve the comtradictioss underlying the bousing crisis, but
merely sooothes theg over, whils al the same Liss earrying them
to n etill higher lavel.

If the #tete A588 pnok come to the mid of capital, or does &5
insdequetely, the result is the ‘1llegnl' occupation of wacaot
urbes lued by thoge groups who recuire shelftsr wnd vbo kave

eo other vey of getting it. Ssttlasssrnts wiiech remult from this
process wually Bgve an extressly insdegates level of provisios,
of shelver, roalds, severage, dralsags, cteast Lighting, weter,
elegtricity, wod repereationnl snd commmity fecilities; Chey
wuffer attacks from police, lasdewmers, asd, is Bauth Africa,
from the states diteelf iz its attespis Lo enforce policies wooh
aE that H'—I-T-!-HI to IiFI.I:I.t bleck labear in tha Western Caps.

Thin is the conteyt in terms of whick the "sguatier problss’ Fust by
sean, 1f the sclukicns which are developed are to bave any real
rearing. Frea the abvove discussion, it oan be peen thet the
Literil pooition {s ket of presgting the &tete to intervens on
Tekalf of -'.Ii-il.lll.,"’ in order to ramedy the vorst
pzeecivi OF the procsss of amarceic cessetiticm, wnd to snsure

t=s reprofuction ef labewr jover, which has besn jeopardissd.

This ‘sslutise’ Lo the probles is, hovever, no salotlon at all,; as
bon besp diecicEded abowe., Even if the state wvere sble o sRause
edaguate houdicg provision, (bowewsr unlikaly) the contradictice
ef whist this Prohlem is & mycplos canzct, By defieitios, be
resclved by the Yeurgeols state, whieh Pesctions botk to mairmtain
the Sokmalos of the gocial Torostion ss A vhale, mnd to snforcs
the deriestizs OF the Bourgeolsie.

Amanda Younge

KBS

+ Ihis discussipn of the housing market is based largely an
cthe ochapier “Elements of Urban Structure” in Castells, - ;
ap.cit, , #Specially pages 152-15%6. s, e e

® This 18 N6t fa suggest & "comspiracy’ theory @ mor ds 4w
to suggest that capital in Souwih Africa is in any way
homogenous,




SUFEREFUGEE from the root of the issus: while refugees, particularly thoss wko

are not mligned %o the ANC or PAC, remain unsure abeut their future,
+ eoumtries are wacillstisg on their refuges policy acd using the
Demald Woods fled the cowntry to Lesctho on New Year's refugeen as political bargsining tools.

Dy, leaving behind kis B35 000 & yeer job, svimming pool, golf

cliubes acd pisns. Entertained with his fasily by the Tha Lopdon Jbserver coined Weods's escaps {s bold

Eritish Migh Cosmissicners in both Maseru end Lusaks (his next beallines; "so sy mik to fresdon'... = sxbi-commndet

stop), net to menticn dining with Kenneth Xaunds, Voods Becams felloving in Nasdela's feotstepet This mast mrely be seem

the first refugee to hold s Lesotho UN passpert, withism B as merely part of the attempt to sdde-step the isswe of thesc

bours st that. Bis wvifes becams Lescibs ¥ passport holder refugees who bare not yei soquired celsbrity status.

Also withis 24 howrw, Yoods was granted msylum =
Eritain, was bosbarded with requests for interviews from scores
of Wester= asvajaper and T joursalists and vea assured top
troatzont onoe he reschsd his dsstimstisn.

For Soods, the Poture seems sclid: his bicgraphy of
Eteve Biko is sere to be & Bighly luerative updertaking. At the i
time of WIF 3 going to press, Woolds had bangueted o the Bavey
lotel, Loodom, vhere s bevy of Fleest Etresters Bestowsd oa kis
the Editor of the Year swvard, snd had made his grand dsbut st
the UN.

In all the dramatic over—reportages of Woods, what
remains forgotten is that be Is wltisately just ces of tha

many vhe crose the border illegally into medghbowrisg coumtries
in wme wvay or another snd is sertainly not the first to bawe
eroasail the Tele Eiver inte Lesstha, despits the mod.

But the diamilarities esd hare. WMo country bas yet
sads & policy decisfon o accept refugess flesing from oppression :
and tyranmy in this country. Most refugess - thousasds - are = B g =
living im cther Southerm African countries umables to work or B T ',"Il “' |||
stuly and receiving miniml allovances from various orgasisstions, e "- L
Eush &8 the Botewacs Couscil of Churches, despite the largs wma ' ot
of money Belng allocated for refupess by the [N,

Debatens concerniog vhether or not Wooda should have
fled the country (deserting the sisking ship...) snd maspieion "
surrousding his ‘fresdos passage’ bave all served Lo deiract



Foag”™ te fight for relief, while sporsdic signs ef metivity, withest,
“¥E FIGET FOR | apparestly, & jip‘.'l,: Tﬁﬂting bealy , eould bBe seen In !!l;'hlﬂ
WOLTH | PO ' ' s well. Closely involved these developments wvere the

A L e mnd  the Naticosl Liberation Leagioe [ELL)} of Caps Town (2) I
eontributing to the geseral clisate that sade the establistment of the
Foild porsible the so=called "food cripic' wam of special ioportasew.
Through the above opganissticos mscy black wesen, fsclsted as
bousevives or unorganised and Jovly=paid workers ;fl:rl' instance
dspestic workers) wers brought into coptact with the palitiesl

IFTRODUCT I8N

This artiole forms part of s larger piece of work on the erigins of

the Federstics of Scuth Africen E:.:I.“T im‘ﬂ. It deals - incospletaly =

with ops mcpect of this, the politicisisg effects oo wvoses of Lhe - 3

stasply rising cost of liviag and mw:ﬂ.‘l'.th'hll food wupply situsties wobagk tulig sutablishel iy womn 4 T Saskionsl byl

that characterized the wvar years ie Bouth Africs., | movemeet', then le the process of coalesting in the eain wrben

| centres. Several of these vomen later becans active im the FGAM,
mnd Congress Movesant e.g. Ksty White, n dopestic worker livwing in the
Harfield Road Btation arss in Cepe Town. The demonstraticms; and
deputations orgenised round the food sitwmtion were politicising
sxparisnces for thoss vomen who participatsd in thes: They alao
kigh-lighted for the matlomal liberatice sovesent the potential for
politienl sctivism that existed smong women on issues direckly
affecticg thes. 1o =aay ways the Food Committess formed & Duncticn
admilar to that of the trade unions for women in industrial oocupaticass
Sumerous different sources detail the inflaticosry effects of ths war

The FEAN was formed in 199k, besed on the wvomse mesbars of the

warlows concermed bhedies of the "Congress Alliance' | the ARG,

Coagress of Democrats, Indian Congress, Coloured Pecple's Grganisstian/
Congress snd some of the tredes enions that ater affilisted to form

BalTU. It had two majer afios = ome, to bring mbowt “the essneipation

of vepss frop the special disabilities suffered ry them under laws

pertoms acd conveoticos" mnd tuo, (seer nE EoTE crgent) to '}t;-ti.l:i'.nu

i= the struggles of the workisg &ad oppressed peoplen for the rescval

of class mod rece discriminstiom mmd for full srd egml siticen righta™.(1)

It thus allied itself uneguivoeally with the palities] struggle bedag
wmged by tie Ccagress Allimnce.

It origing can be traced Back at lsast sa far o8 the sstablishosnt
ef the Tirst Bastu Wopoe's Leagus, Mollowieg & largely suocessial
acti-pass ecampalgs oy black women ie the O.F.B. fn 1313/14. Rowever,
it was only during aod after the 2nd borld Wer thet the mowve to
establish & poc-racial vopen's argenisstion gathered momertim. The
Communist Party [(CP) took the lasd in spcouregiog this, though it was
the revival of the ANC Mopen”s League in 1943 that laid the btasin for
& potential sass mesherstip organisation ssong women.

Veopen vars partly being caught up is the geperal striving on the
pl:r].i.t-i:ll froot that the woar kad stiemlated. Is l-ﬂ.llitlml lang term
developzents iz their position ie scoiety were begioning to manifeat
thesgelves. Changes im thelr ecopomic position, the mocelersting
rate of urbanisaticn smong Africen women in partiewlar, the decay of
the traditiensl Afriecas fually structurse, were soee of the pressures
pusting vomen into a more asseriive politiesl stance. The casguigs
sgaisst ths rising cost of living dwricg the 1940's was coe of &
nusber of politicel caspeigns that deev womsn, but ope with o very
specific vide sppeal for thes. Bipce the mmjority of wopsn vers
prececupded with domestic respommibilities = in the 1991 cersus osly
23,78 af all wvommen, fiftess years and aldar were returced ss “ecomo=
aically sctive™ [comparsd to 91 ,%% of men) = the "Food Crisis’ was =
vital mnd issedinte lssus for & very brosd renge of women. It
pecetrated the isolation that surrdunds women ms boasevives snd helped
channel their domestic concerns inmto political forms.

THE "FOOD CEISIE' OF THE 19%0°s

The war yesars did oot coly smrk sn imcresse in the participstion of
womms Lo the established pelitical srganissticos siresdy described
{aNg, @, Indiam Songreni ). A wvider rangs of wvomsn than wers
izsvolved i thase bodies, sspecially bBlack housewives, became iovolved
in protests and deronstrations ower the rising eost af living asd
Eratialectary focd supply pitustios that the war proveked , vomen

wbo othervise would probably not bave besn sxposed to any fore of
political crgmnisaticc. [Io respohse to the pfessures of rising

porkte and wsmoertaio or paaisstices emerged in Johmomesbarg o
gt b § {1y st e b s i S

in Bouwth Afrios. According to Welshe, the cost of staple foods
roas by 911 Betwssn 1930 and 10k4, cutstrippisg both cost af livieg
slicwences sod ihcresses in basic wmges. {8 The felloving index
of retail prices on w1l ftems (ineludimg fead, want, Hﬂﬁ.
elothing ste.) betuses 1030 snd 19588 shows that the mmjor in
prices ooorred after 1640,

Fig. 1 INDEX OF EETATL FRICES, AVERAGE FUR THE UNION
(1528 = 100)  (b]

1936 1938 19%0 19k lghh 19k 1948
gh,3  1pd wik 17,3 1248 1331 1T.8

The rises ie prices becomss sven more sigeificent whben one notes that
in the 10 years between 1328 and 1938, retail prices ss & whole had
actually dropped{from 1069 in 1928 e 100 in 193B). The riss iz
food prices during the war years vas even Bigher than that of the
sverage of all itess of coomimption, =oving from & base of 100 in
1938 o 156,8 im 19%B. Basie food stuffs that become BOTE
axpenmive (the figeres are the srersges for 1930 and 1547} iocluled
ries [frez 2,74 to 7,94 per 1b.], tes (25,74 to 50.T4 per IN],
(8,24 to 11,9 per 1b.), wggm (21,74 to ¥4 per I.bi end jam 5,54 to
17,3 par 1w} (5],

Tee situsticom was further aggravsted by dislocations in the oarketiog
asd supply system leadisg to pericdle ahortages of basic foods in the
abops. Elack mariketeering conftributed to the problems by ceusing
artificial shertagpes and pushing up prices of feod still Huriber.

f the Food Committess waa for Gk
duce & system of rationing of tasic focds. Teis

L] o pressure the government
sppointed & "Drector of Food Suppliss sod Distridbotion' sod & mysten

!



Bow sarious thess prices rised weres for the averuge working class
fazily in South Africa becomes clear vhan ons coaaldars the levml
of black wages &L the tize. A8 Halshe points out, these wmges,
T;_:H iomdesquate to start with, wers mot kespiBg up vith the oomt
o LT

In 15931 m cost of liviong stedy sponscred by the Institute of Race
Belations cospared the sverage ifncoce of & black uwrkan fasily of
five with its "essentinl miniwnm sxpenditors” reguiressnts, in both
17kl asd 1951, in the Witwstersrand Pretoris arsa. Tt found that
Hﬁthlmqiiﬂﬂfﬁﬂmmﬂihﬂwtrhhmumm
arpesditurs sod actal incoms bad remined roughly oo & pEr, the
inimm lsvel of essentiel sypsnditure [grester than incoms to bagln

with] pad imsressed sore thas sversgs wages had, In 1044 the gap
batwead the T wves already as followvs 1

Flg. = AVERACE AFATCAN FAMILY INCOME AN ERSENTTAL MINTMIDE
COPERDITUNE, MOOTMLY, igkh. [&)
Income Expendture
Johaacenurg I9.18.1 L2186
Pretaria £9.6.% £13.19.%
Beef Towma £9.7.9 fl.6.11

This stark evidencecf the emtrems poverty io which urban Africans were
Living was pot confined to the Fend only. In 19b2, the Bmit Comslttes,
agmalicted to investigats "the sceial, health snd sconomic conditions

af uwwhae nativea™ produced a repart which coversd the vhols cowmntry.

Tee Taport bagan by sayisg that viat bhad impressed the ocommittes "above
ail" had bsen tka poverty of the "matiwve comrunity®™. Conesrning nu—
trition stanasrds it referred 1o "an sppalling smount of mminutrition
aeomget urben natives both young emd ald" and eited & survey of Africss
sckoel ehildsen lnmﬁihm‘m“wmmhgm
"eilpien]l stages” of eminwtrition.

Her was this extress situaticnm mﬂ.:ﬂﬁ only to Africans, as shown hy

& gowerroent repart i.n [ [ t
uzs in Bouth A » produced in 19%E. This provided stotistles for
[= T2 » Drirban md .T-nh.l.nu."hurl:n the percentage of ths Alfferent

race groups living Below the Foverty Line (FDL), in esch oity —
iscoma lavel that Barely oowvers the mcst baszic it:- necesinry for

human exlstence. In Cepe Town (the flgues they give is for 1538/%),
scae 555 of "Coloured’ snd 55 of white bouseholds wers foumd to B

eareing bBelow this lips. In durbas the = t'imii:l.ﬂw
werw T3.58 of Indiace, 3.2% of Coloureds, £ Africans wnd 5.28
of vhite fandifes. hrm‘thﬂw m.ﬂ“thm-
Eurcpean B Ssrvices Cosmission of 15LN to ahow thak in 19Lo, BE.BE o

"Eos-Europssns’ were sarning balow the PDL. [8)

— [E

¥ith poverty as soute pad widesprewd as this, asy indSreese i fobd 19
prices or dislocatica of the mrket would thresten not just sn abatract
‘gandard of living® But the very survival of a lorges pereentags of
black boustholds perticulasly when cne bears in =igd that the largest
slice of wleck wages went om food [B7E of the vage on averags in
JohannesbaTE] Nlack women, ss methers and those respoasible for the
catering for thelr faeilles, could hardly {gsors this 'food erlsis'y

its effects ware so insistent and immsediate. Frice rises sodl food
abortages direstly threatensd ths health sad stability of their fasdllies
aod impigged ca their daily lives in such & vmy as to foroe them to
look outside the home to the wider paliticsl sand sconomic contexs im
which they were loosted. JPolitioal crgandsstions thet took up the
food guestioo had & large appeal = politieal inwolvessnot hers vas Dot
in sontradiction 1o voses's dopestic roles bul rether sp Teng from
their vitel domestic copoemne.

THE FEOPIE'E FODD COLMCTL

aa--ipp of organisation round the gesstlos of rlalsg food prices
had besn seen alresdy befors the war. In 1%%% the nevspaper =
emrrisd n single brief swrticle oo & coomities satabllshed
Durbasn By “verious wossn's crganisstiona” snd the "Leagpos agaiost
Fasciss add Bar' ©6 spécarsge “all housevives™ to boyoott firms
engaged in ver-profitesring. (9] Fowr years later in Capwe Towvn, the
prosscutios of & local baker for selling his boeesd below the official
jrice had cocasicosd & deputsticm to the Cape Towm Mayor im protast.
This wes organised by the Consuser®s Vigilancs l:l.:l.lbuﬁ:r-
soncected to both the Netional Literstion Leagae mnd the Commundwt
Party in Caps Toswm, (10)  Beveral sesters of the deputation werw
mhm-nlnﬂmﬁlh-'ll'mmn“ m:m].ltu
potably Johs Marley snd Clesie Oocl of the NLL asd Ray Alesasisr
and Bam Eabn of the CF. Alresdy then thass twe orgpeisetices vers
active ic this spbare.

The first iodicaticon of organised activity sround the food gquestion
Wﬂ.“m'“lm ﬂ‘ﬂlm.-ﬁ.‘liﬂm!. In Bovesgher of that
year the (which guwve comslderable coverage to the rising
capt of living asnd ite effecis oo bieck living stendards dmring

the war] corried a report om & publie coaferssce that had Bess
callsd by the "Pecple's Food Counreil" in eonjunetion with the
Eaciomel Council of Womss (NCW): This seess the first reported
sotivity of the food Couneil. At the comfersoce the chaokie food
supply situation and profitestiog by retailers wvas strongly ooe—
demned. {.-.:L:I

Irformation om the origins of the People's Food Councdl is difriesit
0 uneovers Wast is worth noting is that & fewv moatks befors this
socference, in Aagest, an focresss in the Pus fere between Alexandrs
Townakip snd Jobhanneshurg had Led to & masaive and ultisstsly
swocepaful bul boyeott by the Alexmndrs inbabitasts,. This boyoott
received ®ach publicity snd it ls possible that {ta suecess prespied
the formatics of the Food Oonmoll to deal with the blex of rising
enpts im this other arss - wnthilltmth?:rﬂ-iumml’
tive. ghmmmummummﬂ-m&m
Hwtta (Eilds Bermstein}, the commmist candidate iz the Jobasnesburg
sunicipal slections, vas descrited s being s "promiosst sssbar” of
i%.



That the HoW should participate with as orgamisaticn with such rediead
sponporsiaip is interesting. In part this vas & sign of the tioes =
after 1981 the pilitary cocsribution of the USSR and the CP's whals
beerted sopport for the Allled war e=ffort hed oede the Farty less
serpect for the white estahliskeest. Yot this cc-operation also
#pracg from the cormon intesest that ®ost Ssuth Afriosn womes had,

&8 vives aad mothers, in fi=dirg & solukbicon to the food crlals.

The iesedists probles of risicg prices could snite womse werces class
and race barriers Lecasse it affected them in o comses ares, their
ot ic respocsibdlities = responalbilities that were sex-typed s
"wonen's work'. In 1GLé Wes A E Medallum, Chalrpersan of the
Ecusawive's Lasgue, reflected this vken abe desoribed an a
"poticeakble feature" of the previsus year the "close ec—aperation™
that had existed Betveen vomen's orgamisaticos "om all wital guestioms
women sre prepared to pul sside petticefs and Jealeusy In esder to
vark for the ccmmon gocd of =31%. (13)

It wvas becauss fuch comon aress existed that the Sdss af an erpasiss=
tion thet would esbraoe all women withis & singls frasework, could
take root in South Afrlen.  As Eke subsequent history of the FEAW
ahovad, bowever, docestic ispces wers ot & sufficisat basis of wmity
for white sand bleck vomen. Hor could thaps issees be lsolated

passes asd imionisetios of blsck worksrs - the NOW offered no support.
Its ocoewmitesst G & greiter squality for wvomsn snd wn Segrovesent in
the livieg stederds of all 4id =0t g berond ite tasic alleginsce
to the institutlons of weite Bowth Afries. When the Food Commities
bagen to look st these lostituticos more critically, the ACW parted
company with it.

Weile [t ses=s that the Pesple's Food Comncil comtimued to operate is
the sext fev years, the vigoar and scale of ite cperaticos wre not -

In Mey 15957 the Cunrdisn cwried snother szall srticle thed
showed that mgitation on the Hamd ahowrt the food situstion had not
yet died. A deputetion, chossn to represent the women of Xliptews
osar Johsonesburg, had placed befors the City founcil s desmnd that
rationieg of food stuffs be iotrocduced am well s eopplaiets about the
wvay the Food Vans wers cpera=ieg. The report did not refer explielitly
td the Pespla"s Food Commoil al the pressscs of Jopie Mpama i
the deputation shows that the OF, if not the Food Council itself wam
reprecented in the pretest, {14) Intsrestingly, this deputation case
wary scon after the Transveal All Women's Undon, fn which Moass wan
a0 prominent , had been foresd. (15]

By the late iyh0's the overlapping of crganissticms snd thedr lesderandp
wvas bacoming incressingly marikesd asong radieal wvesss's groups .

WINEN 'S FOOD COMMITIEE

m‘ﬂ“l“lﬂll‘ﬁ'h'lmmtiﬂhﬂmmth
saterial is more substantinl. ‘This sculd zesn that it vas & morw
artive body than the Jobsanesbiarg grouwp, bat it could alss be & sers
reflection of Tthe ot that the Juardisn, the sajfor atires of infor=—
mation, vas based 1E Cape Town. By 1945765, the Ouardisn was

reperting cuerous manifestations of discontant amcng Cape Towm
womsn about the food aituatlesm, o

In Septesber 1545 it carried o Srief reference in the Vorss's Columm

te & pev campalge that wvoald be starting "soon®™ to fight i the
rising cost of living, but did oot elaborste upen this. (16} In
mid=Tanuary 1556 the 'focd crisis' wves its saie froet page story.

Peiy ptory described the militant mood that was develop « With reports
of anghy vomes miding abbatoirs in ssarch of =eal. It is Dot Eouever,
clasr #hethar this was alss erganised by the Women®s Food Comsittes

or poks= The firet eaxplicit referesce 1o such & cémmitites cane u fev
mspbns late. In April 1946 the Guordian carried an article describimg
the saEe-up and aics of the coesitied, as Told by AR SRSHYRAUS WAL
mepker 0 Johm Marley (of the ELL).

Ll

bl Y- our trovkles snd facing
up to thes praciically, we organised
s Wwoosa's Food Cosmittes. A% first
it wms difficult due to the fect Lhat
mowt of us had sa littls experience
of organisstion ctber than resiag &
heyss ubiel is iteelf is excellent
trainoing growmd™. (19}

hmm:ﬁm;t*mmﬂtulm;rmmnftnm&mltﬁi
formed &t esch mobile food van. Esch queus elected & 'guewe comslttes’
£y majmtein arder and snpars "Cadr !.ﬂ.‘l.l"'—lu:l:r giporder it was felt
could lemd to the withdrawal of ths vass - thess comitiess in twrn
slegted & Tepressstative to & General Coowittes which represested all
the Food gueuss. At that poist 12 foold guwues vers repressnted on
the Oenerml Commities and & chalrvoesn and secretary bhad bees chosen.
nmfmﬁdmm-ﬁlﬁmdﬁ-lnrw.mw
Moleod.  Molesd later marrisd Regple Beptesher wiso 1 was secreimry
of the Bouth Africen Coloured Pecple's organisstica [(BACPO). Ebe was
perpolf & sigeatory to tha lstier of invitation to the FAAW's confersoos
in 1p7%. Her role ia the Food Cosmities wiald appesr to have Desn
more importsit thas that of Asthany.

The Women's Food Comsittes wes thus clesrly a grassroots crganisstion.
In 1947 the Ounrdien depcribed it as"a werking class ﬂpu_-i.-utim
spricgiBgfrom the housswives who wtood {n the food quewes™. (20]
Hoswewer, althouhg it certainly was the product of & widespréad msod
of dssatinfecticn smcag bleck Bouwsevives and wvan thoroughly represen—
tative of them, it ssesa clear that there was both procpting esd
advics from siisting politieal erganisations. The two orgeoisaticms
mort freqeently mestloned in coonection with it vers the CF and HLL,
tup bedies vibose mecbership and sctivities fregquently averlapped in
Cagm Towm, They provided speskers at masy of the public mestings wed
spokesmen for the sevaral dsputations the Committes arranged to emet
with warious officisls. The one parscon VED SiEd To have besn mOSt
glopely invalved in the Committes on m day mnd day level was Jobn
Marlsy of the NIL. According to Eaty White, it wves sctually bis ldes
to ptart it, in cosjunction with Hetty Moleod.

fhe Womss's Food Committes grew rapidly till by the end of 104T it
glafesl to repressat 59 gueuss scettered througheut the Caps Peningais.
{22] From all scoounts it wes n wigorous body. In early 15LT it
organised & soalersscs at videh 200 delegates repressnting not eanly
the rood-gorues but aless trede inicss, the OF sed scme churches,
agreed 0 organiss a desonstration oo the lst of May oubaids Parlissent.



The ir-sdiate issus seems 0 Lave been a threat to wiihdrew the
food vone. (23]  This dezscatration drev "thousends™ of Caps Towm
Lowsevives to o meeting oF the Orand Forode carrying haoners =

"we fight for food" = they carched through the sirests vhile & small
dpputation which included San Kanp amd Joay Fourle of the OF, mest
with the Hinigter of Finaoce, J Hofseyr. (2h) Hefowyr agresd ta
meet 8 Tusther degutstion mad the following week 12 women, represen—
tieg the Food Cosmittee plus the Durban Housesives Leages, the Food sad
Cannlzg Woskers' Unios asd the Buset Worksrs Undlom met with kBim. At
this meeting they bended over u petition sigmed by T00] wemee i
favoar of keezing the food vany @mtil ae adegquate system of retioning
could be introdeced. Astloning wes dismissed as impracticabls,
Eofoeyr presited thet the food vams would continns to cperate. f!!-.'p

Anpther mres of activity for The Food Committes at this tims was
organising so-ealled 'food raids' against merchants saspected of
hearding focd-atulls. Large numners of wvomen vwith mesbers of the
Coxcittes acting as '-rlhl.l].l". weuld degoaed an thess fndividonl
=apchantg and attespt o presEgrige them ioto wlocking their store—
roaces mnd melling “heir stock: The Cuardiss sarried several reports
os suzh ralds which seem to BEye been genernlly effective.

By encouranging such crgmnisation and desmsstratices, the food erisis
af the 1940": had & dsfinite Politiciging effect oo black women.
Already in 19LE the Food Committes in Cape Town was soboving siges
of shifting its focus from the fesd sitwtios to wider political

fasuss. GQuoted by the Dardipg in June 1945 wes
"Paday we Tight for "30d, tomnrrow
for the vwote and thes for freedcam
for all". (2T

By 10%8 the guestion of the wite had soved Lo the foresfront. Thua
M¥rs Acibany, cheaimveose of the Corsdttss in JAGUAFY 15k8, smid :

"TEe vote in & wveapon we Eist have
so that we cas pafegponrd the futuse
of ouwr ehilires -s-:- W Yiopn have
ta denl with the everydsy thisgs of
of life. ¥e have 10 WOFFy about
sanaging wvith our hasband's par
envelope, ebout keeping the posk of
livirg fdown, atost getting emcugh
hread for pwr podldres snd gesing
tbat they g0 to sebool. Ve want ta
sut people in Parlimmest vho ander=
stand our probless amd wil)] rigmt in
our imterssts®. [28)

The Cosmittes ksl come o see its sctual politicsl powerlessnsss iz
its de=ards. At that point, before the Netlemallsts had cose o power
mmd when "Coloured"s'mad =ot yet bees digenframchised in the Cape,
the pelitical fature vas still pees by these voman in terms of
sharieg in the institutioss Sf white stpresmey - that these could be
infuced o brosdes their base fo include other race groups too.

In pursuit of these goals, & decisicn was Sade in July 1548 by the 71
Food Committee %6 form & "Mon-Boropess Women's League' to fight for

the wote for all Black wvomssn. The food issus acd the Prafchige wers
depcrited as inseparable = "vhoever contralled the key of the food
cupbossd controlled the food” and the key was the vote. (23] (o=
fortomately ne follow-up to this decision was reported. It vould
geen thit this leagee went the way of thode earlier unsuccessful
attempis to establich & black wosen's suffrage lespus which el bess
sponsored by Cissie Gool amd the NLL in the late 1930%s. (30)

[Whetber Cisay Gool Bed any invelvement in this late propocal would

e interesting to knew — the chamces are high that she did). The
enfranchisement of bleck women wes ot a political goal thet cogld

be mchieved in isolsties from the wider streggle for full politiesd
and sociel rigets in Gouth Africs, s struggle which by the end of the
15kii's wvae becoming Ecve clearly defined as irrecomcilakle wits the
terbicpblsass oF white supressdy [such sp Parllasest). A Bon-Furcpeas
bomen's Suffrage leagus vas too nareov & base oo which 10 =obilise
black womes. ‘The shsorption of maoy of the lesders n!ﬂlil.'l.-ll.--d
the Food Comxities in geosrel into the FOAW snd Congresa Movegead in
the early 1950°s showed that this realissticn was begisning to permssts
the copecicuscess of palitically setive bleck wieen.

By the sarly 1950's the Women's Food Comsittes iteelfl wvas moce or
less defunct. The last specifie reference to it is the ‘mrdisn"
comes ie Jenuary 1950 whem there wvas & ssall refersnce to it orgasni-
sieg & desonstretion against the "serioun shortegs of ssat and rising
peat of living." (M) By 1953 when the food crisis bed esowd off
mnd the food supply situation wves more sable, its funeticss had
teen tracsformed loto & "Christmas Glub' - s erganisation that
affered differently priced Christsms focd hespers ot vholesals

. prices to mesbers paying s weekly subscription throughout the year. (=)

fiovever, the isswe of rising grices vas stlll s isportest sbllising
ane for women. To August 19%3 the threat of an inersass In the

of tread reactiveted the Food Commitiee netwocrk in Cape Town, With
Bey wlesmnder playing s lasding rols, & Selegation of wvooen s
organised to moel with the Minister of Finance, Baveogs, to protest
the price io&rease. At lesst three of Lthe women, apart Mo Alexapder,
tad bees closely involwved in the 214 Food Cosmdttee. (Gladys Emith,
el e g g
has mi d oyt BE & coe in g e of
national vemsn's organisstion (the FEAW) amcngat Cape Tove Yomen,

se Lden which by that stage had alresdy been raised in FOrt Ebimsbeth
sl wes undsr discussion im the majer urbes esotres. The bread
ispus, she soys, was significest besause it vitally affected womsn as
sotherw, and mmds the wopen's movement “isperative™.

In the Bomon's Food Committes and People's Focd Council the beginnings
of the growth of political conscicusness mpong pelitically lgolsted mad
imprtipulste vomen can be seen. The starting poiot wves a8 igsue that
dirwctly affiecied thes br slleok they could sspily relsts incrswpad
prices mnd sertages of besio foods. In erganising to protést sgainst
this, they come up ageinat their mctual politicel isperiance in sooiety
and began to lock eore critically et the wider context im which both
this end the food erisis itself were cperating. Oone wants to know more
about these inoipiest Bogsu=mia" ﬂﬂ.ﬂil-lt-iﬂl, the nature of their
membership, what lisks were being forged between Africsn and "Colowred’
women within them,the relatiomship betwesn leadership aod groeral
pepberakip, bov decisicos were made and carried cut.

It is & fascinating and revesling ares of organisation by woamsn that has
guch to tell ws about their position in scciety and bow they themselves
viewed that. It 8 part of our forgottesm and checured peast that needs
%o ba rescosd before it is too late.

_L‘-htl'j'l. Wolker
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Esaic : of the first Kational Conference of
Waren, 1954,

The NLL fod bean founded in 1935 in Cape Town which,
despize it8 bitle, remainmed the centre of its l-ﬂli'ul'i'n'
T. ¥ang and €. Carter in thedr collection of Jdocuments,
From Protest to Challenge, describe it as Formed by
“Cotoured Tadicals wha wore not luh.:::l:u but wha aspired
ta lead a4 natlonal liberation movenent of pon whites".

(val. 2, p. 108) Cissy Gool was president, with other
ﬁmﬂmm'lmm

P, Walshe © The Rise of African Mationalism, p. 502.
Union gtatistics for 50 years, H - 23,

bid, A= 2, H = 16 H - 17, H = .

E. Wix : The Cost of Living [SATER, TR51)

Report of Uwe Inter-lleparimental Committes on the Social,
ftm-ﬁ.w conditioes of Urban Matiwes [1942)

Social ord Econcaie Plasming Council : The ecomomic and
sockal :ﬂﬂiﬂuﬂ- of the macial in South Africa.

(UG 53= -ﬂi] EE:-L[ “the relat Towr
lmvel of Durbam -lI'r 1iwing below the PDL as a result
of the crilusion of most Africsn families from the Durbam
ml-q;untmm. Most African workers were
clesiad A3 w-l'ihhl d.h.-.ﬂ.ih'th.

of families om their wapes.
Lh::l:.ln:.l., 21,/8/35.

Gusrdisn, 13/1/3

Thid, (LTAEFTLY
Thid.
Ibid, 21/5/46

Josie Mpama, wile of Edwin Mofutsuspona of the CF, was

cxe of the first black women to join the O €. 1928, Her
i

found both the Transveal All Momen's Undon {see Emm 5)

political career stretched over mmry
shit was A Stromg chomplon of women®s ‘:-:ip.um

and the FoAh.

Thi Transvaal All Yomen's Undom was formed in March 1947
after an Intermational Wemen's Doy Meeting (March 9th) in
Joharmesburg. OF women = J. Mpama, H. Hatts - were
the maip instigators. In aims i1 foreshadowed the later
F5AN never sanaging to establish itself an a

naticnal basis. Its leaders later became abscrbed by FSAN.

This lssue of WIF was sdiced collectively In Cepe Town.
The siitorial address is - Work in Progress
Students Eepresentative Council
U.L.T. Romdebosch Hooy
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