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TAE REVOLUTIONARIES 
HAVE BEEN CAPTVREO, 
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STOPTHE REVOLUTION 
AND I WILL ALWAYS BE 
GRATEFVLTOYOU.HOW 
CANIREPAYYOU2 

/ HOPE TWEY 
ASK FOR A 
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Editorial; 
WF 3 , l i l t * i t * predecessor , 
VIP 2 la published in the 
a f t e m a t h of the dee th or 
one of South Afr ica•* l e a d -
i n c p r o « r e a a l V ( * t h l n k e r o * 

In September l a s t T**r South 
Africa and the world eoum«o 
t h e d e a t h I n d e t e n t i o n o f 

Steve Diko i bare ly four 
•onthe l a t e r t on January B, 
Rick Turner • • • eesaas lnnted 

i n the fr-mt :•>» of h i e 
Durban hose. 

Roth Steve end l i c i t wore sen 
o r r a r e i n t e g r i t y e n d c o u r t * * 

B o t h w e r e d e e p l y a n d p e r e o n a l 

l y c o e n s l t t e d t o f a r - r e a c h i n g 

p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l change 
in the country of t h e i r b i r t h 
Both died for t b e i r b e l i e f * , 
d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y a t the 

h a n d * o f t h e a y * t e w t h e y a b ­

h o r r e d a n d f o u g h t t o c h a n g e . 

T h o s e o f u s w h o s h a r e R i c k 

Tui.-ii'i"* b e l i e f e o u t f i g h t 
the aanee of d e s p a i r that tha 
nigh toe re eircuwetanc** of 
him ourder are des igned to 
b r i n g a b o u t . A t t h e u n t 

time ve oust understand tha 
c o n d i t i o n * that have created 

t h a p r e v a i l i n g c l i a u i t * o f 

v i o l e n c e in t h i e country. 

South Africa now share* wi th 
cer ta in Latin Anerlcan republ ic* 
tha r e a l i t y of the death *quad 
t y p i c a l of author i tar ian reg laee 

in t h e i r a t t e a p t * to e l i m i n a t e 
i d e o l o g i c a l c h a l l e n g e s t o t h a l r 

leadership* Acta of r ight -wing 

terrorises have long be*n endealc 
i n SA i i t i s w i d e l y k n o w n t h a t 

tha perpatratere of the** cristas 
are aeldccj i f ever brought t o 
t r i a l . 

Since 1962 there nave been a t 
I sae t 100 publlehed Inc ldente of 
t h i * kind, not one of which hae 
yet be*n *olv*d by pol ice* 

I n t h e p r a s e h a n d l i n g o f T u r n e r ' s 

ehootlng tvo on In tendenc ies 
would appear to be at work. One 
1* a consc ious conspiracy ( the 
setear campaign) 1 the other an 

s q u a l l y d a s v t l n g b u t L v s e c o n i c -

i o u s l y c a l c u l a t a d t e n d e n c y . 

In the Afrikaan* pres* a consc ious 
attempt wae aade to sneer Turner 
w i t h w i l d c l e i n s t h a t t h a AHC 

was r e s p o n s i b l e . (Unquoted 
a o u r c s a o f l n f o r a a t l o n o f c o u r s e ) 

Kor wee the eaeering confined to 

these H a t l o n a l l s t nouthpiecee . 

The English pre**, whsther by de­
f a u l t . Ignorance, or the d a l l y 
and rout ine pressure of f inding 
l n n o d l a t a a n d p o l i t i c a l l y a o c o p -

t e b l e e x p l a n a t i o n * o f e v e n t * i n 

order to neat dead l ine* ! f e l l 
in to the M M trap, 

B e c a u e a t h * t w o s h o o t i n g s 

(Turner and MtBhall) occurred 
within an hour of each o t h e r , in 
the ease c i t y , th«y ware l i n k e d , 
Tha l ink wo* poaelbly nod* be— 
cause both wer* percelv*d aa 

' p o l i t i c a l ' aboot lng* . . 

a r e f l e c t i o n on tha preeo* H a l ­
ted underetandlng of the s i t u a ­
t ion and tne abortconlng* of i t e 
own l d e o l o g i o a l pos i t ion* 

Whatever tbe In tent ion of running 
the tvo event* tog*th*r In th ia 
wayt tha e f f e c t on the reader la 
obvloue. Moat people reading the 
*tory w i l l e tar t drawing t h e i r 
own concluelona t th* fraa*work * 
for In terpre ta t ion ha* been l a i d . 
But, l o p o r t e n t l y , In the caae of 
the English p r e s s , i t has not 
been a consc ious conspiracy to 

d e l u d e p e o p l e . V h l c h d o e e n o t 

•ska It any l*aa cu lpab le , how­
ever . Only a l i t t l e sure s u b t l e . 

WIP 3 wae produced in Cape Town, 
wi th a p a r t i c u l a r eapha*l* on 
i s s u e * of l o c a l a a l l e n c e aucb aa 
squattare. Huch of the othar 
SMtarlal r e l a t e s to the c o u r t s , 
which we euggeat are laportant ae 
a r«play of recent s o c i a l h i s t o r y 
however H a l t e d . Court reporte 

p r o v i d e a c c a s * t o I n f o r m a t i o n t h a t 

would o therv las paee unpublished. 
They a l so serve to f i l l In where 
the pre** l e e v e e o f f (or what i t 

l e a v e * o u t ) , or by the nature , 
o f r e p o r t i n g p r a c t i c e * h a n d l e s 

a b i a t o r l c a l l y , s u p e r f i c i a l l y , 
and d iacont lnuou*ly . Reporter* 
are cont inua l ly be ing realnded 
that they are not *aoclal h i s ­
torian** , 

Va print the a r t i c l e on squat ter* 
at the **»« t loe e s one of Cap* 
Town* a l a r g e e t reoalnlng 
squatter coosxinitlea f e l l to the 
b u l l d o s e r e . Th* t o t a l dee truc-
t lon of the coaaminity proceeded 
In tha face of n e g o t l e t l o n e with 

T r e n s k s l r s p r s e a n t a t l v e e a n d 

plaae to oove the people 
' h u a a n o l y * . K o t h l n g o f c o u r s e 

o o d a t h s s l i g h t e s t d i f f e r e n c e t o 

the way thing* turned out . 

M o w a v e r , o t h e r n a i o r r e c a n t 

e v e n t e a r e n o t r e r i a c t e d I n t h * 

content of t h i * laaue of VTP. 
In a s i n g l e week i n ear ly 
January when Asmeety I n t e r n a t i o n ­
a l 1 * report on torture in SA vae 
r e l e e e e d (banned by Gevsrnasnt 
Caeette on January 2l) two u r ­
gent a p p i i c a t i o n a cava before 
Cape Town's eupresh* court to r e s ­
t r a i n s e c u r i t y po l i ce fro*) eaaeu l -
t i n g two 17-y**r-old data In**a, 
Vhat va* uniqua in both ca*e* 
was tha f e e t that there wa* a 
witneee (who vae h l a a e i f not a 
Sect ion 6 d e t a l n e s ) to back up 

t h e a s s a u l t a l l e g a t i o n s . T h i s 

l a a p p a r e n t l y u n p r e c e d e n t e d , a t 

l e s s t \n C a p e T o w n , O n e o f t h a 

a f f i d a v i t * Involved a l l e g a t i o n * 
of e l e c t r i c shock t o r t u r e . The 



r 

o i n e r t p p i u r i ,1 n * s bad t o be 
v i t t i d n m a f t e r d o c t o r s t e s t i f i e d 

t o t h e 'good h e a l t h ' o f t h e youttt , 

and p o l i c e d e n t e d a s s a u l t i n g d e -

t a i n o e s . *Tne f u l l s t o r y l a no t 

b e f o r e t h e c o u r t ) • s a i d c o u n e s l 

f o r t h e b o y ' e p a r e n t s , w h o h a d 

found t h r e e broken t e e t h i n t h e 

p o c k e t o f t h e i r s o n ' s t r o u s e r s 

when t h e y c o l l e c t e d h i s l a u n d r y 

frees Caklsdon Square where h e l a 

b e i n g h e l d . 
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Correspondence: 

The ieat l u u t of HP b u aa article in charp coatraat to the acMrel 
h i * * Bt«ndn.rd o f t h e p u b l i c a t i o n . P l a c e i n n l a d i : a • V r . ' r . i r t . i n , 
facetioua* ',j.j*r.Tjiit£ and aiedirect*d product antitled "The porarty 
of Africaai**,.* Written from a ooepatitive, lefter-than-thou 
' '-n • U , t b * a r t i c l e d r e V l « D U B b e T O f u a e U b O t * n t i * t * d p O T f t U o l l 

beei&ee icpsrti untenable aeeertioae* The overall iapreeeion la taat 
to* author i s not faniliar vita too topic oor i ta bachaTouad. Aa 
inapelicebla i f / . , J ia flttod t o a tainted end auperficiel account 
of Arrieaniaatien. 

Edncueeiat the aoeteat* of too leave , VlP'e editorial etatees "it La 
ale* euaaeated that eerteia of the reopoaeoe to the currant conjua*-
ture ara totally Inadequate . . * . ( * (* ) th* idaolo*jy of Afrioanleatloa". 

Ia order to dar*od tba policy of African iaetice^ I v i l l do vbat VU 
i N l M l t l l 

(a) Outline too eneajfic conjuncture that African!aot ion - * a 
r f fp«M to . 

(b) Look at valet African! nation ia ia contreat to th* vernlon 
t'Latad in VIP (2 ) . 

(*) Ita e f fec t ! vane ee. The art ic le » u « f i t i "to* fliaey founda­
tion^ and totter in* edifice of Africaoiaa cannot bod* 
**U for i t * future", and too ethor eaye H la for the r****r 
to evalaete vbether Africanlention "ia vo*lLa K" . 

( a ) Vftat y*f t h * c o n j u n c t u r e ! 
Ite viF articla eaye that African! eat to* "i» partially 
a aQaarvtat belated reeponeo to (b) ( e ) . . . , th* white radical* a 
•afrar to akin l i s t e n i n g lotion*, (ay aa^baiia) i t doea 
DOt aay vbat AfriceniaetioQ ie primarily a raapooaa to , 
the**** eurely tola ia crucial to evaluate i t . 

So what v*j tbt contort which a*1** **•• te African!eat ion? The 
-.:-•. L047 van a reepoaae to the criaea of tha vhita atudent l e f t 
over tba baat tore* yeara. Quit* obvioualy, Li l a not tba re-
aponae of a part/ or a neaa ncvanant ot tba total conjuncture * 
but rather tba conjuncture aa anaifeetad l o atudent pol i t i cs . 

Veafceaed and hindered by rifthtiat etudenta. tba l a f t - aa everyone 
knows - found i tae l f io diractionlaaa diaarray. faal ovtbraab of 
aa&a atru^laa aad tha polariaatloo of pol i t ical contradiction* 
cbaotad and l ix i tod optiona and rolea for rtud*nt iovolvaaamt. 
'"-'... iaauaa far oora atarb t tba laft» aa va i l aa potantial racruito 
bacaeat aitbcr fbciat* acadasie or a^athatie, A aurvay abovtd 
7 • S of Lofllah paduataa plannics to laavo, 

EvctTbody acova a l l thia, fat WXP'a coaacotator aakai no neatloo of 
i t . *pnarantly» th* changed atudant aituatio* pa*a*d bin/bar by. 
Tba foot that thia in i*nor*d, blnta» porhapo, at tha non-iotolv*-
aaot of tba author. In tb* l i fb t of to* nbor* i t can hardly ba 
aaid ttat Afrioaniaation ia a raaponaa to(b) («J. 

M li^ltitiOQl 

Tba articla aaya Africaniantioo "poaita ao Africao ontologr -
in othar vord* a «*y of undartahin* axiatoaoa in th* -o>id 
vbicb ia UDLQU* to Africa-" Iba author than aaka vbethar 
th* roality of on*'# axiat*nc* ia defined by ona'a nao*Tra* 
phical location. Proai b«r* a/ha co**a oo to diacuoa ubdar 
baadioaa "African uaityt" and ^Iba *rtb of Afrien"* th* 
aaor aodaa of axi^taoca aod cultura* in Africa a* a vhola. 
But tfclo ia a atrav tnrnat. Ckjly * auparfioUl and facila 
intarpratatioo of Africaniaatioo cao aaa i t aa tha nai1** 
AMcaaiaa th* aathor erit icia**. Afrioaniaation la a^t a 
aaatiaaotal attac)^ant to an araa of land aod ( loriricai ioa 
of an uodiff«r«attat*4 paopl*. 

It ia faO*« to inply that Afrloania*tion bolda that ona'a Ufa 
• • p a r i e n c a ia J f ^ J Q l £ U &7 • • 0 f r * P ^ " n v a l d a o r a c o a o i i a i o f t b * 
e p a c l f i c i t y o f t a c n a o c T a l f o r a a t i o n , i t a l a o d r a v a a t t a n t i o a t o 
alnaa dataradnatloa. par axaapla. inat*ad of th* dominant 
parallal drawo batvaan baaaaonic European ideology and tba South 
African vbito adddla d a * * t africaniaatioa pointa out tba oth*r *id* 
of th* imaeliate atoryt aiploitation ia parit£>*ral capital int 
aociatiaa. Tb* ua* of tha African cootiaant i a t o aah* juat thift 
point. 

Oaoarapby ia iaanrtnnt 1B a aanaa. for aaaapla. tha aaa** ot thoaa *bo 
leavv behind forval raoiaa for a lane colour conecioue *yittn of 
BKploitationj 

Afrioaniaation ia a call* to r*l*vaa>o* at aoaa>t to th* p/oblnaj *f 
aouth Afrlaa'a raeinl Oapitaliaa> Afrlcaniaatlon ia alao a pointaar 
to th* atraasUi of liberal idatnlnajy la n i l Ita foraai» and be*c* 
aeBhaaiain* th* need ft* altarnativaa. It directa coocarned 
atudaota to a*< r*alit i« a outalda their Tiaiooi raalitia* vblah force 
then to b* partiaan. Africaniaatioa focuaca prioritiea on t)ja urg*acy 
Of wd*r-develOfafeeat an* abaolut* poverty and aa each ia a aiaaanaai 
to involvement. Finally, Africaaiaetloo definea a role for 
•tudenta here and aovt and aot in Byde Park»nor Aa*lo-Aaaric%*, 

Tha WIP author baa aot only nlaaed the real coaditiona vaich 
produced Arricaaieatloht but totally eleuaderetand* the role of a 
aobiliaing lieoloay. %uch an idaolody doea not be*do oor end juat 
vbea one vlabea. It be* * daterainate hiatorical exiatence uid 
axpreaaea certain pol i t ical needa and atreoftha. A hardline 
aeieotific proarajaa* i% oft«n inapplicable in euch a aituatioo. 
I f on* tehee Afrioaniaation l i tera l ly to aaan v« auat ajet back to 
food old A tr ice , that fun-*baped boaoeeaoua coatlnent, then *f 
courae one can crit iciaa i t aa inadequate to tb* doande of the 
conjuncture. Yet tha Vritar nf th* art ic la doea not evaa relet* 
AAricanination to the tactical requireatente of the coojuactura. 

For ber/hia, i t ia beeieelly an aoadeauo critique : philoaopaioal 
and hiatorical alooe. 

Tn* trentaaatt of (b){o> in the article avat he ainnled oat 1:, 
ralntioo to th* fuactioa of a aobi l ie iat ideolocy. "When waaaina-
tiona aocb aa Inaatha ,T th* Oaunoil of Tea take up the caua« of 
(b ) ( c ) . i t ia clear that i ta aad ia ni*B.*etatea our author. 
Thia v i U not do at a l l . 



Why ebould thie be eo* Qa the contrary, certain eapetta of ( b ) U ) 
a i t ' a l i v e and vo l l" tad i i fAt f tooetiaj B M » or bain* detained 
by atnta «-.,-ratui ' : • - . j tfeee," be continue*, i t i t v e i l 
*.- .. that c i v i l o r e n a i a a t i c n a * -^ t r o u p e fo.-i.cl at t h e crefct Of 
ranioU U u k :on*i • • - teas , h**« **+* «r*d**lly pur e int tbeaeclrea 
of e letetVi o r block -= •>•.= • . — - " • So eancplet ore ^>"- for 
those of u itnorunt of thie pwoaaaon . "Bono (troupe) aeaert 
ts*at t b s r o l e Of | l. •: : ! i d exh#utrt*d< end t h a t a c l a s a - t o s e d i d M l g j y 
£a | j r -.. r* important .• -• J . I - -'--. • I sn ' t th i s possibly viaaful 
; i * i i i : : , oft tae part of our nwttorl ft* reeaxk U vneubatantinted. 

CcJ m a c t i y t w a o f A f r i c e n i EttLOQ 

7:.E author aays t h e rcrnl^r (beu ld a n e v e r t| • i Q u e s t i o n . 
Har« Li a t s o e v e r . At ***t y e a r ' s (19TT) l u s n * c o n c r e t e . 
the bisjaaet ev*r f Afrl cavitat ion with one yoer behind i t , v u 
bel4 t o be o viable direct ion v i t b a lot of potent ia l , the 
th*ae f o r 197G baa besa nnrroued t o "Education f o r an 
*:..<*.- fcturV* The n^tio • o f "African future" above t h a t 
Africanisation'a n tpoas to to tbe coo*uneturn 11 to draw 
attent ion to aspects of the conjuncture i t e e l f and in th i s 
i t I f * B a . . . . ^ i c * . . f^e n o t i o n o f Afr i can f u t u r e end 
vTMit i t involves opene tfc* "»7 *o eraxdaint tbe nev proepeote 
u l noels of the oev aiV»*i*a* ^ * t ia " t r o " i d e e l i e a - . 

CUS HUSS CflkfrKTCS C* W I S " r c S W S r A3 P O U W 

The reeponse published above *o 'See yorerty of 
Africanita' {VIP ?) ia ia mny vayt a i . , ! l i a t i c a t e i end useful piece 

. o f vri t iat; . I t certa inly tehee the debate 00 Africar.ian or African-
iantioa 1- • . 1 i further then the original a r t i c l e , vtdch en* in 
n*oy vagra a l a s l i a t i o and euperficial . Kawrer, tbe f l rat pice did a#«i to 
iatrodbce an catjaoiai datwtv on a ooetrorenIal ftOfraaaayideolofjf, aad 
1 B tboae te>na waa vaeful and aecaeeaiT'. 

aaat I waat to do in t b i e brief a r t i c l e ia to take up 
a auaber of ieeua* cc»t«i&ad ia the reapooa«t vlthout aeekinf t a 
a t t a c k o r j u e t i f y e i t h e r t h e o r i t i o a l p i a o e b or t h e racpocva i t 
provoked-

The f irat cvneral revmrk re latee to the fUBction of VIP. 
e e T .:-:i. ; ^.tr.a i t . That f u n c t i o n l a t o e t l a a i l a t e , and p r o v i d e a •:•—•—. 
for tea |Ore»latioa of Uioae Ueaa* By i te nature, then, i t i a l i k e l y 
t o publieh pieeee vhick aany do not adree v i t h and v t i e b aoae find 
aiedirect*d and deetrvctiva. Tale ha* obrioualr been the caee v i t b 
•TJia p o v a r t l Of A f r i c a a i a a ' uhlch haa provoked a Riarber Of a { f T * e e l v « 
reaponaeet both v r i t u n aad varbel . 

ft a a a o e i a t * t h e p u b l U e t i o a ae ' • • - v l t h tha c o n f l i c t i & f 
• i eva conuined U i t . i a therefore a a iatake. and I f ind i t unfortunate 
that the reeponae aaeaa eoaahow t o c r i t i e i a e the editora for pualiahiB^ 
t b e i a i t i a l A f r i c a a i a a t i o n a r t i c l e * Tbe e d i t o r i a l t o VIP ? r u o * e t e t h a t 
c a r t e l s ra*pcaaae t o t h e c u r r e n t c o o j u c t w e u h l c h South A f r i e e ia i n a r e 
ia*d*c<uate, end i n c l o a e e A f r i c e a i a e t i o a aa one o f thoee reaponaee* Thet 
i a not tea • • •» • • e ta t ia f that every aapect of tbe Africaniaatioa 

Jroeraeaw i e aeea M retro«reaaire. or that tbe abort a r t i c l e contained 
a a l e f i a i t i va itatavant 00 the nat ter . I t i a rather Been aa the 

bedinninf of » debate on the ideology i tae l f . fteedera aad tontributore 
c o u l d pvrfeape -*- t h a t i n k i n d , r a a l i a i n f t b a t u t p o r u l a r . aad Often 
c o a f l l c t i a * viaya. v U l \r publ(*hed in VTP * v i thout thoar viava bein< aeea 
aa darini t ive r(V*rh U PSOCACSS) or ref lect ini; tbe vieva of the people pro-
duciod" VIP* 

earing aald t h a t , i t i e nov aa v e i l to tarn to the reaponae 
printed. The a r t i c l e naaaata thet Aftloaniention v i e t be aeea aa a 
rrsponae t o the apecific conjuncVdre :-••:- o f c r i e i e } in white evident 
p o l i t i c a . f lue nay v e i l be the eeee» but i t la surely not a d o a i u n t 
factor to be taken into aetoont. After a l l . AfriceaiMticn a m be 
u » « M * d / explored in ita relat ion to the t o t e l i t y vhich i e Fouth 

A f r i c a , and v h i l e a p e c i f i c o r r a n i n a t i o n a l d y n a a i e e any ba Of aecondary 
intereat in nplainine; the onereecce of the pher»ar4&ont thin i t o f H a l t e d 
uae in n e a e e e i n f t h e l a j o r t o f A f r i c a n ! a a t i o n t o t b a t r v a d a and dynaa iee which 
vhich nake up eoclety . In other vorda, froa the ^erapective of aaente 
outeide of 'e^udeat p o l i t i c a * , the onecific con^tsnetura of aWaS or 
the ShCa ia of teeondary iaportance. Certai&lr i t can be accepted that 
th* vhita atudent l e f t 'found i t a e l f in dlrectioalaaa diaarrayS But 
v i thin tbe t o t a l i t y of South Africa, van the reapoai* of African! eat ion 
th* ao«t pronrcaeiva reaponial 

The v r i t e r i e e a i t e correct to point oat that aapecte 
of Africaaieation are aore cooplaa than thoee put forward in the VIP 2 
a r t i c l e , so/dae aikdfeata that Africaniaatioa orientetee people tovarda 
aa under stand ir t: o f tbe claaa foraation of aocila olaatee ia peripharal 
o a p i l t a l i a t eoc la l fomationa, and ita logical corrc l l erv . exploitat ion 
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and the forma it tekei in Africa. 

But t a l e 1> t u r e l y t h t a r e a in which t h e i d e o l o g y i e 
vce*e*t. For i t wuld eecn to posit a fora of nationallt* which 
s l w e clata diatinctiont, vhi l t at the aaae tiae luggeatlng that 
tt- petition or A eociety in the inperialiti chain i i*e . a eocial 
f c r c a t i o n ' t d e g r e e o f ' p e r i p h e r a l i t e t i o n ' J t a k e t dominance o v e r 
i n t e r n a l C l a t a format too* I t e c c a e a t i f t h e w r i t e r la t u g g e a t i n g t h a t 
exploitation la in fact a relatioeahlp between countrlee» ratbar than 
cokinently predicated on an antegoniatie cleat relation. Thla claaa 
relation ie ;::?!' : . in Its varying and tpeeific f-cran, vithla al l 
capitalist nodal formatloot, including thaee of the capitaliet 
p e r i p h e r y . 

Dcepite whet the writer H I | tha ideology of 
AfT l e a n 1 e a t i c n doea not aaam t o o r i e n t p e o p l e t o v a r d e tha c l a a t 
dynamics and conflict! of South African aoclety, but rather toward* laa 
\cperial relatioaabip. Ite vary aaaa impliee that tba problem) 

la Identified aa *urcpeaa (or Aanrlcaa) aegeaouy - ba thie hegemony 
ideological^political or ecoecaie. Thara ara of oouree fectora in the 

tj is*-,. \ which thepe South Africa - out eurely oca aunt accept that 
tha deterainmnt (and meet important) factora ara tba forma In which 
internal claaa conflict taket place. 

Hietorically. tha t a n AfricaniaatIon baa related to tba 
reo-eceneat of Turopaan atata functionarlee bj ATrleant Li tha tair• 
i t o r i r a J - > - ^ K . £ "decoboo i a a t i o n " * I t a . l i j * 1 f formal independence 
In Africa. Aa tha etudy of tbaaa eocletiea baa ehovo. tha call for *r \S 
Africanitatioa (ba i t la tha Kenyan c i v i l eerrice. or taabiea copper 
alnet) hat not radically altered the eocial relatione In thoee 
eocletiem -precieely becauee of the elaaa baa i t and interaeta of 
•--••'* 'Africemt* who took ever functions related to the production 
and reproduction of aaterlal l i f e in African format toot. 

Tbuat ooe could tuggeet that African iaat ioa bee a aerloua 
• - " • • ' • • ; en an . It togy. in that i t teadt to blur or confute tha 
claaa content of tne aoolal formation* 

Thla eecae to he accepted by the vriter . where be/tha ealla 
tba daaand for a cla*t*heted 'ideology' wiefcful ideal! anu Tba 
exitteace of cleeece. and elaat conflict ln capItleiit eoclety hat nothing 
t o d o v i t b l d e a a o r u l s f c i : . I t i a a e t r u c t u r c l e x i a t e n c n , baaed 
Uheugfc not totally datarainad by) the eery etrueture of production. 
</•.-•• ia etn *.--.-•:. • • - - • Ideology or analyaia can take account of thit 
existence to a 4reater or letter extent, but thla doea not affect the 
reality. After a l l . one doea aaaart the primacy of materiel exiatence 
-ever ooatciouaaata unlaat ona i t an idcaliet, 

Vhat of the effectlveneee of Africant nation aa a aobille— 
leg ideolcgrT Certainly one accepta that different conditioni imntnl 
different retpontea. and that tha reality -of South Africa it changing 
ia a radical Banner at preecnt. But doea an ideology which doea not 
take account of tha internal claaa atructuye in South Africa in tha 
current conjuncture aerra a progreaaive roleT And. eeen more 
partinent. giwea the claaa beeit of unite atudaata, ia African! sat ioa 
an adequate aobiliting ideoloayt White atudeatt in South Africa are 
aenbere of the petty-bourgeoiaiet aerloua analyaia enowa that the 
petty-bourgeoieie» of a l l fractioaa. i a the aott unttabla, able to 
align itaelf with differing iataraate ia different cocjmctur^ # Tba 

•trucvure or the cWrent South Axriajaaj cocjunct^a*a detaila a petition 
where the ttata la incraaalngly bacoalng an exceptional atate, i . e . ahoving 
a greater dejyee of autoucty froa the inteTeatt of capital aa a claaa thaa 
la 'noraal' In capitalist aociety* Thit aeant that, even vlthin tha 
capitaliat elaaa (to aay nothing of the doniaatad claaaea), oppoaitioo 
to the atate i t increaeing* One hat only to look at the action* and 
atateaaatt or (^oupe like the cheaaera of cceanerca and induatry. to aee 
that the ttata la not reflecting;the interettt of capital directly 
enough. The nature of thla conjuncture saena that capital atteaptt 
to aobiliae aa aany forcae aa poatibla to achieve a nare conventional 
oepit&litt atata in tha aociaty. 

What ia l ikely to be the reepoate of the petty bcurgeolalt 
ln t h l a e i t u a t i o n T Aa haa bean a e a t f o n e d f t h e p o t t y b o u r g e o i i . r . by n a t u r e 
of Ita unetable relatioaaaip to eapiteliet production and rejaaduetioa 
la tha alaae fractioo anat able to align i tae l f with either of the two 
great eocial clataet of capital* In general. It tenda to have ita greataat 
preaeBCet or ef fectt , at the level of tha ideological practice of 
aoeiety. Ibara ie accordingly an laacrtant teak for thoae of the 
pettv bourgeoitie who believe that tcted by the dominant Ideology * 
the eiceptional ttata aad all that japli*«» -or tha aore conventiocalc 
oolour blind eapltallat atata. Thla la tha atteaatt to Influence tba 
proceiaea of ideological conflict. Ia other vordt tha petty bourgtoiei* 
are uniquely able to align t hone civet with deeunant ideology, or etteopt 
to alter tha t e n a and paraaatert of ideological conflict (change the 
probleaatie). In thla particular ati-aggle* atudaota are aa Important 
eleawat. The aatare of their inUrnal debatea, wrltlnge, aenlnare 
aad caapeian* bare a certain efTec-t on idaologicnl etruggle in aociefy. 

It would eees that Afrioaniaation. at an ideology, ia not 
vail aulted to the falfillaant of tbla ro l e . In that ita content doea 
not relate Itaelf to the varying optiona facing the different claaaee 
and claaa fractiona ia South Africa. 

Thia la not to auggeat that ttudenta and their ideologiea 
{aa embodied Ln ttudent organ iaat 1 ona) have any eort of primary role to 
play. But mot only tba proceeaee of Change, but the optiona perceived for 
too raetructarlng of eociety, are crucially linked to tha forma of 
ideological conflict which fora part of tha total conflict or aoeiety. 

Vitb tbeee few haaty renavka. I auggeat that there ie a more 
aubtle and rlgproue:critique which can be levelled at the African! action 
ideology, la le ia not to deny tha apeeific crimen that the ttudent l e f t 
haa faced, aad will face in the future, neither ia It to deny that Afric-
animation la an honeat aad ainccrc attempt at reaponding to an increaaing-
lv difficult altuation* hovaver, ditcuataion and analyaia around that 
problaa, and the wil l iapeee of organ i mat lone* to aubjeet their progruenee/ 
ideologiea to an onaoiag erit iciaa in the light of mn ever changing 
real i ty , arc eaeantinl. acpefully thcae achaaatio raaaraa will 
fora namm baaia for a further cDcountark 
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jfma ftsro\s£ 10 Tiz * rcvucrr OF ZFAICX\W ARTICLE L\ KIP 2 
Fv.MiroatHJy i t * aa^or Cm l a the c r i t t e r of AT,- . :*nh - p-itKchad 
i s BV C i t not Lti :"r;--._-v or i coorance , but i t s a t tenpt t o 
e r i t i e U e & p i i U e o j i y instead of a cacna;*?. Khile I t i s important 
tfcat peeper evaluate « 4 e r i t t e i s e the s t r a t e g i e s and tliiflkinc of 
t r o ^ t l i k e E*aU (v to s p e c i f i c a l l y ran t^« cur^ainc) , auefc a c t i v i t y 
W W i *n a n a l y s i s of toe part icular coojwict tro w i t t i t which such 
grc-pt f j i c t ; c n » th* in teres t* ' . e . repro i ta t and bov tbcao poupa 
• A o b j e c t i v e l y s i t u a t e d v ia a * i * the s t a t e 

r e l e t l o o a a l p e of theae group* m a t bo loca ted a t too l e v e l on which these 
c e n f l i c t a o r - e t t e d o t t b e f o r e any cons truct ive i l i c v r i c r . o f « 
arc-pa r x n i c f t t t - c bocc^fls poaaiblo. Ttaa . BTCA8 would 60 v e i l cot 
t o : -. Crowe i c1 • A 1B | M - J \ U 1 a c t u a l l y p r e e e o t s d - . '-• * v igouroua 
c r i t i q u e o f i t e ? o * t t i c « «id tectioaing. 

As r t ^ v i i the ou» tota l o f confuaiono and coenexiaooa vhtcb 
serve u tbo c r i t i q u e , ooo» of too aero g lar ing orrere oxo Mrioua 
XC anyone who h u b o o a « i - a a o d t o ItflAS p r o j e c t ! o r o r ' ba p o s t r e a x . 

F i r s t l y , Arr lca^ina- i j* w i » c*^fclpi and not a pfc.loaoyhv, nod 
pe?eri wbie:. voro del ivered ia tbo c o u n t of too y e a r , however ; .-.• :.--
pi i loeopfcieal tney nay U v e baeo . c«n in 00 vey bo cooaidored 04 an 
nt^espt et a ooberent "Africonis t" philosophy f in reaponso to block 
cooaclouaneea or any otbor pcoaaure. tbo b o l l o f tho a r t l e l e ' a c r i t i e i a a * 
tteaa f o l i away ood oreuoti to H t t l e aore than acadenic r.i . . - - . r 
b u d , and cer ta in ly ote» no-, deserve I . bo debated on i t a awr l t e . 

Contrary to too narrow u d c i r c u l a r pooxjoo-ptiiloaopby ottack in tbo 
Oft£ela» Afr icao iaot ioo ro;roa*otod a atrotofjr odoptod by o otulont 
orsm&iootioo bocouao of too | « r t l c u l « r oovi t ioo in vbicb i t aod i t o 
conat l tuoet f fbuad tbocoo lroo . VUSaS i o 19X1 o « roccrorin*; fr-= * 
\ .r-..:i: col l4po« ( tbo foou l t of both iotortkol and eitpiT.n: factoro) 
mod roquirod net only a a t r a t c f r wbich would rortoro ftToaarooto 
•up^irt but - : . . !.LVC i^M »Ff*^i to atudonta at probably tbolr aoat 
•or isuo jucctoro in 1 •' . &iotory* 

' . . : , - vtialoaita i o 1*>T7 f o i t botb tbxootonod ood irralovmnt in too fooo 
of tba> aost oorioua nrroctot ioo botvoon tbo a to to ood bloeba ainoo 
Shaxpovillo* I f oay o t toopt w t o bo A d o to oooouroco vh i to otodooto 
t o oocnit tbofloolvoo t o 0**0040 ood apoo i f i coUy to o t i l i a o tbo o b l l l o in 
n roUvont aaAo«r. I t hod t o bof lo at tbo booic l r r o l Of ooirorio* 
l i cko with tbo l o t Vcrld osd U^rooolog x*oo tbom t b o i r 3rd Vbrld 
p o a i t i c o osd t c o --•** - - • ' . » : taauaa tba>t roiood. &o 10=4 aa vbito 
atudoota oonticuod to too t a o u o l v o t ond t b o i r f v t w o o in torna of 
baotOTQ CuropoaA and AEcrloan otaodorda Uooooptiono un4ar~»Titto& 
by t b o l r vdttcotiona ond. claao p o a i t i o a ) tboy « o « U roBnin i r r o l o v u i t 
and bovildorod aod i t i**a 00 th io l o r o l tbnt ffU&AS bod to Uunob Ito 
ooaoult-

Afr lonnlaat lca tnan Involved onotiuroslag atooloata t o roapood poo i t ivo ly 
t o tfcoir a i t u o t i c n and c s f d t thocoolvoa t o :•--- 00 « conbor o f tho 
3rd Vorld ond X13A3 prcjoota MTOIVCI around ooatributin^ toioardo aa 
unnorotooding of tnot B o a i t i o n , »--- bo>aod 00 thot ondoroUndi&t eooodt* 
i o c tbo abiXln v a i c b atudonta pooaooo t o ocoso kind o f rolovant oot iv l ty* 

Briefings: 
In rotpense t o the widespread i n t c m t la the 
l ibera t ion revenents s*ecpiftg Africa^ Cal i fornia 
Sewjrcel U * ttt*bU«!wtl • Soutlwm Africa Ht\!ia 
Center. Tre idea befiirtd the center i i to br ing 
together the oo*t current ouJio-vlsuaL ra ter U i * 
en Southern Africa, s o they Can be e a s i l y a v a i l a b l e 
to churchtlabor and conaunlly a c t i v i s t s . . ^ wall 
as educators* Kev^reel has s e l e c t e d 7 lfc*r iiiaa 
including UST QIWE AT DUa\\ZA, and one S l i d e 
*how,nll o f which h igh l ight the iaiportnAt exents 
i n South Afr ica , ZiimSabve» Na&ibia and Angola. 
A cataloff l a a v a i l a b l e without charge iroa 
Ca l i forn ia Newiroel4 Southern Africa ItaJia Center. 
6S0 Natota S t r e e t , San Francl»cotCA 1*4103 (415) 
621-6106. 

GuVAN >B£M (67) gaoled s i n c e 1964 on R r t t o 
I s land , has t?ceo given an henourary doctorate 
in s o c i a l s c i e n c e s for a book wri t ten in p o l 
on sheets of t o i l e t p p o r . 
One of the banned ASC l e a d e r s t ha i a tarr ing 
a l i f e sentence for sabotage* 
Ht i s the author of another work: SA: Iba 
Pensant's Revolt , a l s o w r i t t e n in priaoo 
•ad puhiishod in i r i t a i i i . 
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MATERIAL WITHDRAWN OWING TO THE BANNING OP 

THE VOICE OF 7 JAHIUJW 1978 

The over-reporting o( the view* of dissldent> and 
deviators and of the views of the nort-tCtit* o r o n i ^ t i o n s and spokesr»*n lias 
the further result that the cables t o Reuters 40 not show that the hhite ran 
i s responsible for or£anisine JU*J naintaining on or^lered society in Sputh 
Africa aid that he does th i s virtual ly alone, because no other race IT* South 
Africa i s , at present, suff ic iently advanced in c i v i l i s a t i o n to take- equal 
responsibility with hin* The reporting f a i l s to portray the fact that the 
peace and order in South Afric* i s the fthlte am** peace and the kbit* awn's 
order, providing security for a l l» and that , should the knite a n cease- to 
• • i n u i n it* the inn-White races would be at one another's throats and blood­
shed and anarchy the order of the day. 

From : fleport of Cosatlsslon of Enquiry into the Press, 19*4, 
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Courts: 
CAPE TON 

One n o r n l n g In e a r l y December 1 9 7 6 , 15 B l a c k s c h o o l oh i l d r e i i were 
t a k e n f r o a t h e i r Capo Town h o n e s b y p o l i c e , when t h e y v e r a 
f i n a l l y b r o u c h t t o t r i a l i n A p r i l 1 9 7 7 . t h e y * " ' - c h a r g e d w i t h 
p u b l i c v i o l e n c e . 

uf t h e o r i g i n a l r i f t e c n . o n l y f o u r s t o o d i n t h e d o c k a t tho 
• t a r t o f t h o t r i a l , C h * r p * » a g a i n s t t h a o t h e r s h a d b e e n w i t h ­
d r a w n , a n d a o a w o f t h a n h a d b o o n ' p o r a u s d e d * t o g i v e e v i d e n c e 
f o r t h a s t a t e * But t h o s t a t e « * • u n a b l o t o c o n v i c t tho f o u r 
a c c u s e d o f p u b l i c v i o l e n c e and t h a y v a r a a c q u i t t e d * 

"••..:: tha t i L.I- cea>e f o r t h o s l a t e v l t n a a a a a t o t e s t i f y * thay t o l d 
t h o c o u r t thoy had boon f o r c e d t o s i g n s t a t e m e n t s undor 
p o l i c e a a s n u l t . Ono by o n e t h a y e n t e r e d and l e f t t h a w l t n a a a 
box w i t h o u t i r c r i n i i . i t U ( t h e i r f r l o n d a I n tha d o c k . 
LTntier c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n b y t h a p r o s e c u t o r i 
P r o * , c 4 KVut i a a • c u o r e r t e ' ? ' 
W i t n e s s i ' A c o n r e d e l a a f r i a n d • . 
P r o * , i 'Vho a r e t h o ' e o a n i d t i ' t ' 
V l t n a a a i *Va a r a a l l coan-adaa*. ( A i l t h a e c h o o l o a l l d r e n I n 
t h o t o w n s h i p s . ) 
Aa t h e y l a f t t h a c o u r t thay w**re leased! a t e l y r n - a r r a a t a d 
and c h a r g e d w i t h p e r j u r y bacauaa t h a l r a v l d a n c a under o a t h I s 
c o u r t d i d n o t t a l l y w i t h tl*o s t a t e m e n t * t h a y a l l e g e d thay 
had b o o n f o r c a d t o a l c n under d u r e s s * 

I n May and June o f 1977• i g n o r e d by Cap* Town'a d a l l y nawapapara 
t h r e e o f t h e a o f i v e p e r j u r y t r l a l a r a n t h e i r c o u r s e . A l l were 
d e f e n d e d . There v e r a two a c q u i t t a l s , 

Tha f i n a l two c a a e a ware c o v e r e d by t h e Argue t In o n e , a 
L a n g s H i g h S c h o o l p u p i l . 1 9 - y e a r - o l d P h l l e e i o n b a t l y e , w » 
found g u i l t y and f i n e d R } 0 ( o r 5 0 d a y s ) * An l S - y e a r - o l d , 
Zanda Xorvan F a t y e l n * waa a l a o found g u i l t y and f i n e d . 

An a c c o u n t o f t h a f i f t h t r i a l f o l l o w s | e v i d e n c e i n a l l f i v a 
t r l a l a waa v a r y a i e t i l a r . I n v o l v i n g a l l e g a t i o n * o f a a a a u l t 
b y t h a H H p o l l c e s i e n . 

A l l c a e e e a r e on a p p e a l , 

June 2a 1977 

A C a p a T o w n a a . g i e t r * t e r u l e d t o d a y t h a t p o l l c a h a d a a a a u l t a d 
a 1 7 - y * e r - o l d y o u t h w h i l e h e v a e I n c u s t o d y l a a t Oecantter . 

The n a g l e t r a t e , N r K S Knox, waa p a s s i n g Judgement i n tha 
t r i a l o f t h e y o u t h who* ho found g u i l t y on a c h a r g e o f p e r j u r y . 
Tha y o u t h , w h o n a y n o t b e n a a w d , p l a a d a d n o t g u i l t y t o t h a 
c h a r g e . Ho waa e e a t a n c e d t o a H20 f i n e ( o r 3 0 d a n i n 
p r l a o n v i t h t h r o e n o n t h a euepanded f o r t h r e e y e a r s ) . 7 n e 
c a a a l a on a p p e a l * 

Only t h e b o y * * p a r e n t s and c o u r t o f f i c i a t e were p r e s e n t i n a 
c o u r t c l e a r e d o f a l l s p e c t a t o r s * A s e n i o r pol i c e n a n a l a o t r i a d 
( u n a u c c a a a f u l l y ) t o c l e a r t h e p r e a o f r o n t h a i n camera h e a r i n g . 
The y o u t h , who u n d e r w e n t an I n t e n s e l e n g t h y c r o s s - e x a m i n a t i o n 
by t h a a t a t a p r o s e c u t o r , Hr A P T h * r o n t t o l d t h e c o u r t what 
happened a f t e r h i e a r r e e t on December 2 l a a t y e a r In c o n n e c t i o n 
w i t h a p u b l i c v i o l a n c a c h a r g e . 

Ha g a v e d e t a i l e d d e a o r i p t l o n a o f how h e had b e e n c o e r c e d i n t o 
s i g n i n g a s t a t e m e n t he had no t n a d e . Three p o l t c t a t n had 
b e a t e n h i * w i t h a n I r a n b n r , a b a t o n and a sjsaibok and had 
p u n c h a d M B w h i l e h a v a e f o r c e d t o h o p a r o u n d t h e r o o n o n h i e 
haunchaa l i k e a f r o g . Ke waa a l a o t h r e a t e n e d w i t h t h e n o t o r i o u e 
' a e r o p l a n e t r e a t m e n t * I f h e d i d n o t s i g n , h e s o l d . 

Re t o l d how a ' t h i c k - e a t ' p o l l c e a n n , C o n s t a b l e D S l b c k o . had 
punchad M a i n t h e s o u t h and c u t h i e l i p * Slbefco had a l s o g i v e n 
h i s 10 s t r o k e s on t h o b u t t o c k s and had b e a t e n h l n w i t h an i r o n 
b a r , a b a t o n and a ejaafeok on s e v e r a l o c c a s i o n s . 

C o n a t a b l a S l b e k e waa no t c a l l e d a a a w l t n a a a . Tha y o u t h f u r t h e r 
a l l e g e d t h a t S a r g e e n t A 0 R o d r l g u e a , d e s c r i b e d In c o u r t a a a 
1 r e s p e c t e d a e r g a a n t o f 2 3 y e m r e e x p e r i e n c e * 4 h a d k n o c k s d M a t 
o n t o t h e ground by p u n c h i n g h im in i h - s toavjcb w h i l e he was b e i n g 
f o r c e d t o ' h o p * a r o u n d t h a r o o n . 

S e r g e a n t R o d r l g u e s and S a r g e a n t J T Snynmn(uho t h a y o u t h a a i d 
had a l a o h i t h l n ) b o t h d e n i e d t h a e l l e g a t l o n e , Tha c o u r t 
a c c e p t e d t h e i r e v i d e n c e . 

The y o u t h had boon c h a r g e d w i t h p e r j u r y a a ha l e f t a R e g i o n a l 
c o u r t l a a t A p r i l a f t e r g i v i n g e v i d e n c e In a p u b l i c v i o l e n c e 
t r i a l . st int h e a a l d u n d e r o a t h in c o u r t d i f f e r e d f r o n a s t a t e -
ment ha a l l e g e d he had b e e n f o r o e d t o a l g n a f t e r b e i n g a s s a u l t e d 
by p o l i c e * 

A d v o c a t e Hob H c D o u g n l l , d e f e n d i n g t h e y o u t h , c r l t l c i o e d S e r g e a n t 
R o d r l g u e a ' e e v i d e n c e . V a n asked why t h e y o u t h , I n i t i a l l y 
r e l u c t a n t t o stake a s t a t e m e n t , s u d d e n l y d e c i d e d t o do * o e i g h t 
d a y e l a t e r * F o d r i g u e a had a a l d t h a t t h a t v a e "in t h a n a t u r e o f 
t h e B a n t u 1 * 

Mr K e D o u g a l l , c a l l i n g f o r an a c q u i t t a l , s a i d e x p e r t n o d i c a l 
e v i d e n c e backed up t h e y o u t h ' s d a a c r l p t l o n o f I n j u r i e s r e c e i v e d 
a t t h e tvanda o f t h a p o l l c a . Re a a l d i f t h a f o r c a d e t a l a m e n t 
wno t a k e n a a t r u e b y t h e c o u r t * t h a t would b e g i v i n g t h a p o l l c a 
a ' l i c e n c e t o a a a a u l t e u a p e c t e * * 

The m a g i s t r a t e n c c e p t e d t h e y o u t h w i a s s a u l t e d by p o l l c a * b u t 
' n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y t o eatke h l n u n w i l l i n g * t o a l g n t h e a t a t e n a n t * 

Ra found b i n g u i l t y on t h a c h a r g e of p e r j u r y . 



QTuTISSiaSS AS ETOEKE 
Coe ne^cr pol i t ic*! t r ia l has ecerged la recent nonths In Cope 
Tcvn*( courts* 1c en out-of~tae-vny regional court (specially 
constituted uoder the AC*s instru=tians) ia Hilaesbury. ft —all 
era) try town, the township cons unit/ has fo i l wed with interest 
• lengthy *terrorise' t r i a l . She Daily Press covsred ouch 
of tr* (vary lengthy) proceedings. 

la this tr ial such of the defence erguaeot baa centred around the 
adolssibil ity of tba evidence of tba 16 state witcceeec* ooat of 
- • - appeared la court vbile • t i l l la detention* 

Another case, which baa teen la tbc courts on and off for over 
a year boa al to revolved around toe admissibility of '©onfe-
salens* as evidence. 

under tha aav Criminal Procedure Act (see art ic le la UlF 2 ) t 
coafeisioaa aade to a oagittrate are presumed to cava baea frealy 
cede* unices >t - • - . - • shown. This la tba reverse of what 
obtained before the act coo* iato operation* Then, confessions 
bad to be sbova by the State to have baaa fraely and voluntarily 
cede - that there w*s ao duress involved. 

Hare in tba second c u e vhara four youcj Ospa Town aaa vara 
found guilty of arson, a l l alleged under oath that they bad baas 
threatened and lubjectsd to varloua assaults (al l reported la 
tba areas so tba t r ia l progressed) ; the nost bixarre of vbich 
allegedly took place when a policsaaa poured patrol oa tbelr 
heads and threatened to sat i t align** i f tfcey did oot nmke satis— 
ractory statements. All had spaat scvsn oontaa la prison 
before being released oo bail* 

Tat daspiU these allegationa, tba ancistrete ruled that tbelr 
confsssions be edeitted as evidence* la saw no reason to not 
accept polios denials ia the case* The four sumt Charles 
Honigvacha 123)• *oel Such (2*),Eric Jacobs <23)» and Joseph 
Julle(20) ware found guilty of sett log fire to a furniture 
factory and a tinber yard*. Curing laat year's uprising. Jacobs 
was la addition found gul.i? of burning toe house of a local 
resident. 

Ia the build-up to ecoteccoi the court was f i l led with relatlvea 
and friends of the sen, and aadd eactioael sccoea tba nagietrete 
dalivered sentence i a total of l*t years* 1 of which would 
run concurrently, la fect f each sun wi l l serve 2 - 3 | yeers. 
All four are oov oat ca bail* pending appeal. 

It i a interesting to note that the aagistrate took care to 
coscend particularly the policeaea (Yerneulen). for his 
cvaplary role ia the case. 'he worked under strese during 
the trial* and •aargsd aa a 'favourable* vitnees. Bis nasory 
for detai l ao loag after the event van alec acted by the oe<it-
trate as a point ia bis favour. 

But was the policeoma who, l o sarliar evidence by the accused, 
had allegedly beatenB kicked and threatened each of then during 
their detention* Oo coe accaalon, Verneulea allegedly had to be 
pulled off by another peliceaen wbea be went beeerk attacking 
Such. 

rrca January to Vovenher 19TT. no less than 1*4 people were found 
guilty ia pol i t ica l t r ia l s . A total of Cofi years of iaprieccatent 
vne svtted out. Over U00 people faced, charges in 95 security t r i a l s ; 
cut of these 196 were acquitted or bad charges withdrawn and caaea 
against 37 are proceeding {at t in* of writing), for the Boat part 
the triala involve nlle&vd o u t e r s of the banned ABC. 

, i t is d i f f icul t to develop sny kind of coherent analytit-

fcr one thing the background ioforaatioo in the triala Is rarely 

easily scoeaslble and for another, with 5T people awaiting 

judanvot ouch of toe cceaseat oae ia teaspted to aake i s sub judice. 

It ia also iaportent to briefly oeotioo the previoue Mslaesbury tr ial 
iavolvlng Cnriataaa Tiato, to provide a gliapee to toe patterns of 
pol i t ical t r ia l s In the Cape. 

Tiato was charged under the Internal Security Act and sentenced to eeven 
yeare iaprieonswat. the 5t*tc alleged that be planned to blow up 
both autlAM and the Truat Bank. Celling, fur the •r-ir-or sentence 
of tea years, the State argued that 'the oancer of terrorism Is 
vei l known to ua and there is sa outcry against i t l a the western 
c iv i l i sed world. It can ruin the eccocaty. This speaka for itself .* 

Elijah tosa, Vho died ia detention in August last year. w*s repeatedly 

•oatiooed la the eridence. 



A t tl • ECa*n1 t t * S«v rir^^l P r o c e d u r e *Ct H b e i n g i a p l * B * n t e d 

ir, the Mala* tbury .-cpcr.*; Court in the t r ia l of Mountain Quabclla 

(Vf) and Lucfto Kuna (26) , both of Guguletu, who are said to have 

"incited, instigated. coftau^«4« elded, advised, r - o - u ^ i or 

procured* other* to train in South Africa or outaide in each a 

v*y aa to '»nd*nfi-r lav and ordtr lav tad order in South Africa' 

(Tarroriaa Act) or vhich would coaehov further the aiae of any 
uolavful organisation i s t*ra* of th# UOavfUl Organ!eation* 

Act of I960 (Internal Security Aat). 

Melaaibuxy ia about aa hour'* drive froa Cap* Tovn. Thi* probably 

prohibit* tha najority of people vho vould l ike to attend tha 

t r ia l froa eoaiag. 

Ban Kler. defa-iding tha ae*. eteted tha cbergca had been vague 

and that hia recreate for *or* de ta i l • bad Veen rcfuead. 

Vbeo the vitneeeea vera du# to appear, Veraaa* (tha proaacutor) 

aaia aa appeal far the couft to be cleared. The nev Act atataa 

a court can be cleared i f ' IA the iatercete of the State' end 

i t waa oa theae around* that the application vaa granted, although 

Yevaaakle s r ^ v . r . for clearing the court vaa that tha vitae**ea 

"f*: be ki l led 1 or assaulted when i t vaa learat they vere 

giving atate evidence* 

Detpite thie order, a eael l group of people, consisting of 

fnafly, * fev clergyaen end etudcata returned every day, aad 

vera east avay froa tha eourtjerd to avoid their peering 

through tha court vladov*. tnen auddaoly tha court door* 

vera ocened to the public without oaplanatioo. and reaained 

that way. S t i l l , people vera throve out for coughing and, at 

aaa stage, laughing. 

Alaoat a l l the vitaeeaee b*d been dataiaed in June under •action 
6 aad treated to the ueunl aactiaa 6 eolltexy confineaant. They 
vere min i? young people, aany of then etudente, vho had 
allegedly bean tai led into fighting for their frcedoa by 
Bun* aad Qunbell* i o * aeriaa o r aaatinga v i th thea. together 
or separately, either at paahallajg hoae or la the 'poodoh' of 
one of the atudentfl* 

Tpay had allegedly l e f t for fecaabieu* in laall group*, going via 

Tl**nekei and Leiotho, where scat collected false Leaotbo peat 7 ~r +-

0£e group vaa found to be coapletely ignorant of Botha by a border 

o f f i c i a l , even though thay vere travel l ing on Lesotho passports. 

OJI* said he had been peraauded to :* J- the fightera aftar Run* told 

h£a the atudent* vere vmating their t ine 'fighting tha white* 

v i th atone*1. 

Ooe vitne**, Vunaaekilc Gqibe, 26, a computer prograaaer at the 

1MB off ice* in raarl had at firat refu*ed to arte a etatcacnt. 

Later, be told tha court, he vaa coapclled to . Vhilat la detention 

a* had aakad to *ee a doctor in Be l lv iUe , vho thuaxad hia oa the 

cseet a coupla of t iaa* , *vore at hia aad called hia a **fcottie* 

»fld told hia that be va* ebaaaing. Hr Eiea naked Mr Gqibe why 

h* had a pirn*neatly laconic' sail* 00 hi* face* Be replied 

that he vaa a changed person and that since hi* detention hi* 

wreory fcad beooa* sevarely effected. He did not fcnov vho the 

accused vera in tha t r ia l before he caa* to coart, nor did he 

knov vhat the charge* vera* 

Only one vitnees gave a clear account of being aavaulted or 

tortured by the policei aa aaid ha had bean subjected to a 

anra or tcrture called ' f ly ing' , end ideaonetreted the out-

ttratcbed poaition aaalaat the* vail h* had bean eada to ataad 

ia vhile repeatedly receiving electric shack* T the account 

erakted great iapaat ia tha courtrooa, aapecially a* i t bad 

ftpparcatly happened at n*" lm» Caatrat Port Zliiabeth. tha 

place in vhich fiteve Biko had baee held. 

Aaong other vitaee*** for the Stat* verv parente froa tanga 

t:.-'- OUguletu vho teat i f i ed that their aoa* had 'diaappeaxed' 

*ad had not been beard of eince they vera preaua*d to he in 

ttetantioa. 

Ouabella. vtwm he vaa f inally called to give evidence, brought 

aba point of forced etataaents into fotrae. saying he vaa told 

#ad not aakad vhat had happened and had been proalsed hi* 

/raadoa i f ha gave the pol ice 's vertion of what happened! 

i* * written aUteaent. Xie* argaad, after clo*iag hia case, that 

the State could not bUodly accept eeetion 6 detaiaee*1 *ccouat* 



• t t o e y bad a v i d e f t t l y becfi *\>y -_£ t o at".: I f y frOBCOO* Ottt l ldO COttTt 

to refsio tht ir r : - - • . altogether & different propoaitioo. • 

tut be did oot have aaoj coot*adi cttoaa in ths etate evidence to 

e-- •-:•. end a* ftwul pointed out, the defence would have to 
d i g up -•. •-" OOlid r t U O Q l t o ; ; : t* thO whole t h i n g ft • Gr.spiretCTi*1 

fantasy. Fuel* b*» been n d t I17 tbi State about publications 

alleaedlv gj res to toe pupils by Huns tfl I Quabollat, the** included 

X&kululeso (vhlcb, be laid, v\* * Cconminiet Party publication and 
b e o c e i r r e l e v a n t t o t h e C O a e ) , Bocbaba { a l t o i r r t i e v i ; / . , b e i n g * ' 

^ * r r m publication) end tUbooto vo : : :v^. which s t i l l hod not 

been eaova to tee court* 

V i e t i - j M t i o m d t o * v i t a l i i i u t i vvA*. c o n s t i t u t e * e v i d e n c e l a 

S o u t h A f r i c a n c o u r t * Of l a v T la i t ft s e n i o r p o l i c o m a n I cu ::, 

tlda ease) , s e l l ing hiaself * l i terature vipflrt end ploughing 
through editiona of Sachafea to arpoae AKC pclieleef I* I t 
uacorrobcorated accounts of death threat • to one of Utt p-pi: • 
I f bo did not an for trainingi * 

J u d a u a a t hsa boon p o s t p o n e d t o December 11 • 

SECLTttlTT TRIALS ft THE CQlgtTS - A EFFORT 11 

The p r o c e s a s s ftnd trends at work i n South A f r i c v . a o c l o t y 
are v o l l I l l u s t r a t e d i n ft b r l o f and s y n o p t i c ovet-vl< . of tho 
way tho c o u r t s ftro reeporuliru: to tho a a s a i v s (aitd ov/or 
i n c r e a s i n g ) ' S e c u r i t y * tr i f t lo cooling be fore t h e * . Accord* 
Lng t o f i g u r e s r e l e a s e d by tho South African I n s t i t u t e of 
Pace R o t a t i o n s , lu4 people were c o n v i c t e d under s e c u r i t y lows 
In tho f i r s t o l s v s n stonths of 1977* Sentences handed down 
aaouated t o ft totf t l of 698 y e a r s . A l t o g e t h e r , t v e r t o o 
pooplo faood charges In 93 o o c u r l t y t r i a l s betweon January 
a n d N o v e m b e r o f t h i a y o u r . 

•here accused were charged v l t h f u r t h e r i n g tho a l a s o f a bannsd 
o r r a n l a a t i o n t tho o r g a n i s a t i o n stoot of ton re f erred to vao tho 
A . l t . C . i i ' j M p v r r . tbOOO I U u r r s d O n o t I n G l u d O tt)a G U T T O n t 
P.A.C. t r i a l In Mftritsburf, or tho t r i a l o f tha \>. \. ••;. 1 8 , 
• a t dovn for Bothal nost yoar . 

C l o a r l y , tho vaot omjor l ty or thoso t r i a l s r o c o l v o v o r y l l t t l o 
covoraojo frost ths PTOSS, vh lch soosio t o havo d o l V r s r a t o l y o v * r -
lookod c o r t a l n t r l a l o B and g l v s n othoro ouch l lMttod coTsraro 
a s t j randor tho cour t procoodlncs u n i n t o l l l c l b l % Bolow, vo 
d o t a l l a fow of tho t r i a l s v h l c h hava costs to tb« a t t o n t l o n 
of r sadsrs o f VIP, and would approc la to fur ther informat ion 
on both t h o s s , snd oth»r t r ta lo> A fow sjattoro which do 
n o t d i r o c t l y r o l a t s to o o c u r l t y charcos aro a l s o siontlonod 
for l n t o r o o t d 

Roftdora of VIP 2 v/111 rocalL tho d o t s l l s f l v a n or tho 
Marltsburc Torroriss i T r i a l , whsro four accuasd I n i t i a l l y 
p l « s s - d f u l l t y to chars^o In tor** o f tho nov Criminal 
Procoduro A c t , and s u b s e c u o n t l y , undor tho dofonco of now 
c o u n c i l , a p p l l o d to chan^o thoao p l e a s to not c u i l t y . Ttala 
cftfto haa boon put forward a s an i n t s r s s t l i u j t a a t of how tho 
Criminal Procoduro Act w i l l bo laplsnontod In Sftourity T r i a l s . 

Ths acouaod woro Isaao Z lau , V o l l Mthoabu, l^ioab^i |Lhuswlo and 
V a l t o r H t a h a l l , and t h o i r char«oo r o l a t o d to o l t h o r tak ing 
• topo to undorffo B l l l t a r y tra ln lna; , o r I n c i t i n g othora t o do ao» 

A f t o r a l p i l f l o a n t and IntorostLnf procoodlrugs ( a s o VTP 2 ) , 
J u a t i c s Kriok rsrusod ths a p p l i c a t i o n of throo of ths accusod 
t o chanf* t h o l r p loaa to not g u l l t w t and sontonosd thosi to 
16 yoars oach . Loavo to appeal a g a i n s t sontonc* a n d c o n v i c ­
t i o n wao rofuood by tho Judgo. 

lt*o fourth accusod , V a l t a r H t a h a l l , who had p r w i o u a l v boon 
granted a s e p a r a t i o n of t r i a l - , wao found by J u a t l c o Krlek 
to be n e n t a l l y u n f i t to otand t r i a l , and ordered t o bo hs ld 
In p r i s o n ponding c e r t i f i c a t i o n by t h s S t a t e i-:-*-P . : rae ( 
Ktahal l bad boon ho ld in s o l i t a r y conflnsstsnt i n tha hands of 
tho a o c u r l t y p o l i o o for a l engthy p s r l o d p r i o r t o h i e cour t 
appearanca* 



12 The other t r i a l mentioned in VIP 2 which r e l a t e d t o the new 
cr iRina i procedure a c t vat r e l a t e d t o the Coch S t r e e t s h o o t i n g s 
e f luno 1V7T- In *hat t r i a l Mondy Johanna* Motloung and 
SoJooon Mahlsngu are charged under the Terror i se Act . Motloung 
haa been aent Tor p s y c h i a t r i c o b s e r v a t i o n . 
According to ev idence p laced before the Judjte, J u s t i c e Theron 
Meilounr* haa d a f e c t l v e I n t e l l e c t u a l funct ion ing end n f a o r j , 
which seem to be the r e s u l t of a brain Injury . 

Both accused were kept under t a c t i o n 6 of the Terrorism Act 
rroai t h e i r t i n e of arreat on June 12 u n t i l t h e i r f t re t cour t 
appearance on Auguat -•-*. i^e t r i a l haa how been postponed 
u n t i l February 1>, 1978. 

m y r 1 r m l » i 

A r c m *•* - A l l ' t r l S * i» I | 

rnund c u i t t y in The Johannesburg Regional Court of photocopying 
Xelaon Mandela's book 'Ko Easy walk to Freedom'. 
Sent »*_*»» - R130 or 10O daya. 

Affu»>d - flenjaarin Phato lo i Kashlkane Hontysne, Kema Mabuaela, 
Xa^hjii T*mB( found g u i l t y In the Johannesburg Roglonsl Court 
of h o l d i n g an i l l e g a l march on October 26. 
^ n ^ n r . - BlOO nr l o o daya, R*0 or <*0 daya tuapended. 
I U M e q u e n t l y , Kontysne was deta ined by the s e c u r i t y p o l i c e * 

Accused * Samuel Mal*pane and John Moethudi 
' . , : • • : u n d e r t h e T e r r o r i s e ! A c t , 

B o t h a g e d 2 1 . a n d 1'ron S o v e t o . C l a i m e d t h a i t h e a c c u s e d 
r o u n d e d t h e S o u t h A f r i c a n F r e e d o m O r g a n i s a t i o n ( S A r o ) v h i c h 
aimed to overthrow the government by v i o l e n c e and r e v o l u t i o n . 
They are appearing b e f o r e J u s t i c e le Rous in ihe Krugerederp 
c i r c u i t c o u r t . U e t e l n e e e brought aa a t a t e w i t n e s s e s have 
e l l s g o d tor ture and a s e u l t s by the s e c u r i t y p o l i c e . On 
30 Kovember, the Johanneaburg p r e s s stopped r e p o r t i n g t h i s 
t r i a l . I t i s pr*»uaed that i t v l l l continue in tho new year . 
Evidence haa been l r d on the 5SRCf and nks*» of ex SSRC laadera 
have been montioned on a few o c c a s i o n * . 

Ac turned - Hoslnvi Seavale and 11 o t h e r s . 
This lv p o s s i b l y the moat important t r i a l go ing on in South 
Afr lcn at pr**ecnta The A.ff.C. 12 e r e charged v i t h f u r t h e r -
i r\- the alms of the A , K . C , and amongat the accvasd are both 
people a l l e g e d to be g u e r i l l a s , and people a l l e g e d to be 
internal l eader* of tho A.H.C. w i t h i n South A f r i c a . The 
a t a t e had a l r e a d y c loaed l t a case when the p r e s i d i n g Judge, 
J u a t i c e Davidson, died* The a t a t e haa decided to hold a 
f resh t r i a l , and t h i s .begins i n Pretor ia on January 1*» 1978* 

Accused - E l l i o t Caraa <3l)+ 
Found g u i l t y for poaaesalng an e x t r a c t from the Afr ican 
Coawunlet 
Sentence • l year . An appeal a g a l n e t sentenoe has bean lodged. 

A c c u s e d - M o u n t a i n Q u m b e l l e a n d M a t t h e w s K u n a . 
Charged In Xalmesbury under the Terrorism Act wi th I n c i t i n g 
o thers t o undergo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . One d e t a i n e e brought 
• s atato w i t n e s s has a l l e g e d t o r t u r e . On 1 3 / 1 2 , in the 
middle of Qumbella's defence e v i d e n c e , the Johannesburg 
press stopped r e p o r t i n g the t r i a l * 

A c c u s e d - W i n n i e H a n d e l a . 
Vet again the a t a t e haa brought Mra Mandela to c o u r t , t h i s 
time accused wi th breaking her banning order . The c a s e con­
t inues l a the Bloemfontein Regional Court on January 17 
197o\ 

Accused - John Phala , John Thabo, Poen Haeh ln ln l , Bmfana Kkoel , 
P h i l i p Koaa, 
Af ter a lengthy t r i a l In the Springe C i r c u i t Court, be fore 
J u a t l c e da Y l l l l e r s , a l l 5 accused were found g u i l t y of 
Terror iea . The men wore a l l e g e d t o have operated bomb 
t r a i n i n g s choo l s In Soweto. 
Sentenreg - Phala i 30 year* 

Thabo i 20 yeara 
Musi • 3 years 
Khosa i 15 yeara 

MashinIni and Kkoel • 12 yeara each* 
These extremely long and severe s e n t e n c e s were paid scant 
a t t e n t i o n to by the P r e s s . In f a c t , according t o soeie 
records (not n e c e s s a r i l y t o t a l l y c o m p l e t e ) , only POST reported 
the sentencea on November 3 0 , 1977-t 

A c c t J i f J - T h i n g s K i s u k u , Tpufca N a n s * ! , R i c h a r d C h a u k * . It* 
• nothsr barely reported t r i a l , theae three men were found 
g u i l t y under the Terrorism Act by J u s t i c e Theron. and oenten-
ced to a to ta l of 58 y e a r s J a i l . On 1 8 / 1 1 , the Rand Dally 
Mall carr ied a , s t o r y on the t r i a l , and on 33 /11 , POST r e ­
ported the s e n t e n c e s . Other then t h a t , I have been unable 
to f ind any presa d e t a i l s on t h i s t r i a l . 

Accuped - v i c t o r Kkandi 
C h a r g e d i n n a a i b l a w i t h t h e m u r d e r o f E l i f a e * s o m e t i m e C h i e f 
Mlnlater of Qvambo. A l l e g a t l o n a of a s s a u l t and tor ture 
have been made agalnet the S e c u r i t y P o l i c y by d e t a l n e e a and 
the accueed. 

Accused - Hoaea Jabu Ni lwss l (Mcwanasi)? 
Ciiorgtnl with r e c r u i t i n g pe -\ \- f or m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . Tr ia l 
begine In Rand Supreme Court on February 6 # 1978. 

Accuaed - Mdub e Hdingl 
l u u i u l g u i l t y i n ( h e ?a/>J S u p r e n m C o u r t f o r T e r r o r i s m . J u s t i c e 
Coetsee sentenced him to 3 yeara. Charged wi th t r a n s p o r t i n g 
people to the border for m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . 

APPLICATION b y K d u l l a n d N d n l o v u 
Both a p p l i c a n t s were found g u i l t y In Maritaburg under the 
Terrorism Act . and sentenced to 23 and 20 years r e s p e c t i v e l y 
(S ta te v s . Ovale and o t h e r a ) . Both men a l l e g e d that tbey 
had been kidnapped from Swaziland by the S e c u r i t y P o l i c e , 
and denied the r i g h t o f the court to t r y them. 



Tha Appeal Court found that even I f they had t n kidnapped 
the Katal Supreme Court had the j u r i s d i c t i o n to try thaw. 
J u s t i c e Rumpff, Chief J u s t i c e of 5 .A. . found t h a t the 
a p p l i c a t i o n to ha returned to Swazi land, end the d e n i a l o f 
the J u r i s d i c t i o n of the c o u r t , would only have had atarit 
i f i t vae thohn that the South Afr ican S t a t e had author i s ed 
the k idnappings . 

Acctiipd - Abdul Sayetl 
Chargad under Terrorism Act In the B l o e n f o n t e l n Regional 
Court. Af ter two a t a t e w i t n e s a e s rafuaed t o g i v a ev ldance . 
tha prone cut or ' ceased p r o s e c u t i o n 1 and the accused was 
a c q u i t t e d * 
TTie two s t a t e v l t n e e s s a are now b e i n g charged la the Bethal 
P.A.C, t r i a l . 

Accused - Bonganl X t a s l e and Thembe Xulu 
Charged In the Durban Regional Court under Terrorises Act . 
A l l e g e d l y I n c i t e d youtha t o undargo m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g . 
Found g u i l t y and sentenced to J y e a r s each. 

Accuacd - 29 J o u r n a l i s t s (28 b l a c k , one w h i t e ) charged wi th 
h o l d i n g a p r o t o a t march i n Johannesburg over the banning 
of the Union o f Black Journal l a t e , and tha d a t c n t l o n of 
j o u r n a l i s t s . 
Tha caae c o n t i n u e * on February 22 neat year . 
Accused - S t r i k e D i k g o l e , Robert Dlphoko, Johannes MelotJe , 
Jacob Jonas , V l l l l a s j Shuplng. Stephen L e t s l e . Sunday Koreeng. 
Standard 6 , Free S t a t e p u p l l e charged wi th Sabotage i n 
D iocnfontc in Regional Court* The caae i s due to c o n t i n u e 
on Dacpabor T, but no Johanneeburg nevapeper has covered 
the proceedings* 

A r f u m i - S t a n l e y P--A-. l aaac Mhlefcwa. Ho gag* Gxekwa. 
Outre*** under the Terroriem Act i n the Nar l t sburg Supr»a# 
Court be fore J u s t i c e Hroexter . A l l e d g e d l y member* o f 
tha P.A*C. 
Hearing proceeds on January 16* 197&* 

Aecugad - Zeph Hothopeng and 17 o t h e r s . 
Charged under Terroriem and f u r t h e r i n g the i l s i of tha P.A.C. 
Inc ludes a number of e«-Robbsn I s l a n d prleonara sentenced 
for P.A.C. a c t i v i t i e s . S6 c o - c o n s p i r a t o r s . Inc luding Robsrt 
Sooukws* Soav o f the accuaed were In d a t e n t l o n for over 
a year . 
'+ c o * c o n s p i r a t o r s who vera h e l d by the S e c u r i t y P o l i c e died 
v h l l e i n d e t e n t i o n . The eccuead are due to appear i n 
court aga in i n Bethal on January 9 . when a t r i a l d a t e w i l l 
be s e t . 

Accu_v*d •. J a r l u s Kgokong 
A s s c t l o n lO d e t a i n - a held a t Kodder See was c a l l e d a s a 
s t a t e w i t n e e s In a Terrorism T r i a l , hut g*v+ ev idence con­
f l i c t i n g wi th the s tatement made aa a e s c t i o n a l e data lnoo* 
Sentenced i n P r e t o r i a to two y e a r s * There a r e , of oouree , 
nuatrou i o t h e r t r i a l s which havs taken p l a c e and are taking 
p l a c e . 

The i n t s n s i f t c a t i o n of c o n f l i c t i n South A f r i c a w i l l increase* 
Hiere v l l l be mors t r i a l s * and h e a v i e r s e n t e n c e s . 
Unfor tunate ly , concerned whi te South Afr icans vbo wi th to 
know vhot la happsning i n t h e s e t r i a l s - a s i t i s one of the 
faw mucbanlsme a v a l l a b l s to know what young and o ld b l a c k s 
are th ink ing , and t o have an i n s a g n t in to the support o r g a n i ­
s a t i o n s do or do not enjoy In South Afr ica - are f r u s t r a t e d . 
The Press appears to g i v e s c a n t and Inadequate coverage t o 
the s u c c s s s l o a o f t r i a l s and d e t e n t i o n s * 

VIP readers are reques ted to c o n t i n u a l l y po int out t h i s d e ­
l i b e r a t e suppress ion o f news t o e d i t o r s (who are r e s p o n s i b l e ) 
and t o J o u r n a l i s t s (who a r e g e n e r a l l y n o t ) * 

VIP la a l e o kean to provide i n depth coverage of t r i o l s * and 
we ask readers t o take the i n i t i a t i v e in t h i s regard* and 
becoete contr ibutors* T r i a l e can be fo l lowed up by t a l k i n g 
to defence lawyers* mainta in ing c o n t a c t wi th r e p o r t e r * , 
a t t e n d i n g c o u r t a e t g . 

Va ahould attempt to force some newapapers in to c o v s r i n g 
what I s happening in South A f r i c a , even when l i b e r a l e d i t o r s 
do not l i k e a d m i t t i n g those occurences and trende . Va 
must po int out t h a t . In the f i n a l a n a l y a l e , thoae e d i t o r e 
and t h e i r papere w i l l be Judged for w i thho ld ing important 
inforsmtlon from ths people of South A f r i c a . Coverage of 
the o c c a s i o n a l s e n s a t i o n a l t r i a l or inquest I s not s u f f i c i e n t . 
; r the press w i l l not f u l f i l t h i s f u n c t i o n , thsn ws a u i l 
attempt to do i t o u r s e l v e s , through a s many d i f f e r e n t avenues 
a s p o s s i b l e . 

KATERIAL WITHDRAWN OWING TO THE BANKING OF 
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Articles: 

The deeth of Kick Turner to Durban U i t month I s Indubitably m 
imcme los* to South Africa. Sut It i s * po l i t i ca l event which 
net again been nl sunder stood and misinterpreted by both the 
nedle and a number of ' l iberal 1 organisations* 

Thar© ara several important pointa which need to bo rai led and 
a nusbcr of lessons which c*n be dram from hi t death. 

It seems clear chat the assassination was a p o l i t i c a l one. 
Well-organ lead and precise, i t carries echoes of Argentinian 
and Chilean 'death squads' • And indeed, many have already s ta ­
tioned the s imi lar i t i e s . 

Whet I t • l i t t l e surprising, though, i « the feet that * nunb%r 
Of ' l iberel* organisations have mad* demands end cceaaanta which 
ere both In*dequete and anachronistic in the preaent po l i t i ca l 
and soclol climate in South Africa. 

Cal l s for police protection and the 'unbanning1 of restricted 
people are s l ightly naive in the llfcht of recent developments 
In the country- October I* should have dlepelled any l iberei 
doubts about the 'humanitarian* and 'moderate' propensltlea of 
the SA government* Biko's death should have exploded the myth 
of SA's concern about i ta 'oversees image** 

It i t not only in Che context of what oust be presumed to b* a 
recent spete of right-wing terrorism that Turner's assass­
ination should be seen, but in the wider context of developments 
In SA as s whole. There baa been s remarkable increase in 'he 
number of pol i t ical t r i a l s ; violence against schoolchildren in 
the PC townships has certainly not venod; suss evict ions of con* 
itunitie* continue; hundreds of people have been detained ana 
some have died in sol l tery conflnem*ntt in the l e s t few *»oni:he. 

Basically* a* c i v i l rights'approach to Turner** death does not 
offer much i o the way of direction. 

It seen* apparent thet at th i s stage in our country's history, 
the government Is certainly not on the verge of becoming more 
' l ibera l 1 . The extent ot popular resistance i s reflected not 
only in the numerous po l i t i ca l tr ia l s* but also in the narked 
Increase in security legislation* We ere sure thet this session 
of Parliament will not prove our judgement erroneous. 

The ' c i v i l rights' group would do well to see the assoasinetlon of 
Turner in a wider context - pass laws, squatter evict ions, forced 
labout, resistance and counter-r«el*tar*c«. 

The sane point wae made after llko* s death. Liberal cr ies for 
a Judicial inquiry were vociferous end frequent. The result was 
en inquest. And now whetT And where! 

The only way in which we can be truly progressive i s to f i r s t 
understand the depth and nature of the struggle in SA. The h le -
torical rea l i t i e s ere often overlooked. 

Turner'e death will not be the o^ly one of i t s kind. If i t i s 
necessary for the ruling c la s s , 'death squads' wi l l becooM nearly 
es familiar *s the 'pick-up' van, 

Ve adght not have reached that stage yet , but we eust rea l i s e 
now that there are aany who wi l l stake sacrif ices in the struggle 
for just ice in SA. There ere neny who elready have. 

Tuner ' s death should have taught us t h i s . 



To* *ao.uatt*r proWen" i i 
ft bousing problea, r e a u l t i n g f r c a 
A j o j u l n t i t a grovth probloa 
ft rUTftl^urton : - f 7 n * I • "• p r o b l e a 
ft jo-'.Tij nroblea 
ftA a r t i f i c i a l land- fcerc i ty problon 

a r i a i a g froo 
a problon of uneven and contradictory d*v*lc^£a*nt 
ft nod* of production vbicb generated such contradiction* 
•J . . : *Q c - : . : . - i : . . . : . , V b i c b i f l t C O l i f i e a i b e x . . . . . . 

Reaponee t o t b * " m * « * r p r o b l e m " t a k e i t h e f o r * o f 
l i t e r a l I'..jrrt :•: "- ., c a n ' t t h e y ltftVft L..- • I e l o n e f " 
nat iona l i** horror: "ho* did they got thorn ftt ftlll" 
end "why do they hav* to b* novod ia tb* a iddle of vintorT" 
- j i v f r i H / dftl i jfrtI "lotC v r i t O *£ ftTtJ :1c 

"le te design ft s c a t t e r caap*1 

"i*t* teach then t o knit1* 
" le te g i ' c thea ton* p l a s t i c " 
" U l l t a k e t h e a i c w c o f f * * " 
" l * t i tftk* ftOftft pbc t -.£/t; :.J" 

a i d , poss ib ly pore cynic a l ly i 
" l a t a g e t B«0 0 0 0 f r o o t h * Urban 
F o l i a t i o n ftfi4 do acac r e i c i r c t i . i . t i . T . i / 1 

M « « *&T *ft*attu rrrtlii" 
Ky intent ion la v r i t i o g t h i s paper ia to o u t l i n e u a l t o m a t i * i 
approach t o the vay in vhich tb* t o - c a l l e d ? . ; - j : t tr problem Lft at 
present conceived £& certa in c i r c l e s . Thla 1« p a r t i a l l y in 
r e s p o u e t o tb* a r t i c l e on Envirooaentftl Planning and Soc ia l 
Control i o VIP I t where en io i t l f t l attaapt ve* aede to do t h i s . 
What fol lova i s t o i n i t i a l explorat ion o f the problea, end I 
would v e l c o a e ft reaponae* 

To* 'souattor problen1 ft* i t i t understood lft South African l i b e r a l 
thinking la ft probl«n o f populfttioa r?ovto. r a t o a , of urbanisation 
r a t e s , or apartheid l e g i s l a t i o n , or o f i n s u f f i c i e n t counci l 
tcuaing . Solut ions t o tb* problen are conceived of in tcra* o f 
t b * a l l e v i a t i o n or to la* fac tor* , through aaana vhich ax* 
i M U C i t i d b/ t h e understaadir . Y \ o f t b * p r o b l e a * Feadly p l a n n i n g 
v i l l curb p o p u l a t i o n g r o v t h , i n f l u x c o n t r o l w i l l raduc* r u r a l * 
urban s u x j f t t i c c i , a^r i cuXtur tU d f t w l o p c a c t v i l l r a d u c * rurftl 
i r . o v c : ; j : ' n ; : . * t t r t n t « l Of ( I > e t t j ftportbftid* v i l l « o « b l o blftCka 
t o buy nouaaa* rvaovftl o f raa tr i c t iooa oo AfrfcaJva in tba Uaattra 

"«:- « i U ftooblft B i n houftfta t o b* b u i l t for block p«oplo t ftllooo-
t i o o of aor* fuad* for bouaiftg v i l l iacroftot tbo hoxiftiog atoek, 
rooftftrcb v i l l davolop aura aophiaticftttd 'aolutlono* to th* problcs . 

"." - «'•;-:f,•*•?•-.',: o f tb« problos «nd tbo aolutiooo v i l l ftriao froa 
t b i a uadarataad io f t L * A * p l a c o v l t b i o ft v h o l l y b o u r f t o L a approooh 
to tbo fin>"*^ -'• L of o aociftl ay i tac - nr- opprcocb vhich not 
onl^ a::i fiot cbftllcnge tn* bftaic otructore o f tbftt tjratoB, ba t 
v^iob ftjto aooka t o rnauro i t a cooiiauod «xiat«nc« by nftakiof tbo 
roftl cftuaoa widorlyiaft thoao problava. I f tho Oftuao* coo b* 
obacurod, tbo •o lu t ioo* vbich ftro adopted v i l l bo aaoootiftlly 
p o l l i f t t i r o , aad v i l l i o no var raaolvo tba boaic coatrftdicticoa at 
tbo root o f tbo 'probloW. 

In ftttoKptins to undoratftod Uio roftl o o t u n of tbo ftquottor problom W 
i t i f noc i t iarr for uo to conaioar tbo contradictory nature of 
top i t f t l i a s . and in - - .-rulftr, tho oontrftdictiona botvoon tovn ao4 
oountr/. .-•••-• apd eapitf t l , Uoftnt and landlord, Cocatantia and 
Croaaroftda^ 

Tb* oontrftdiction batvaoD tovn and country sr iaoa ftt •. • • coat ftlzpla 
lovol fro* tbo fftct tbftt tovna bava b ia tor i ca l l y been ro*jndod on 
tbo extract ion a»nd ooocaotration of a aocial awplua product froa too 
couotryaioa. Sooo of tb ia aurplua noy be reinvested in tho country* 
a id* , but tho o*ed to occoopliab p r i a i t i r * accusulation aUlitfttoa 
a«ftiaat th* proc*** baing natttrftlly and rvciprooeUy bvnoficift l . 
( l a South Africap tb io oootaodictioo takoa tho fora pr inc ipa l ly of 
coatradiotion, betv««n v h i t e artropol i tan areas and black 'boaalaada') . 

The c i t y can bo toon t o be tbo loraa of tho geographical concentration 
and c ircu la t ion o f tb ia aurplua, and doTclopa, in induatrial and 
eapi to l ia t co^irt , iFB | "aooording \o tho roquiraaonta bf tho circulation] 
of cap i ta l and oooaDditioa, and according to tho aubordination of labour 
to c a p i t a l , " <Laaarcho, 1976(65) Tbo highly contradictory and unreaa 
rata of daralopacnt v i t h i a tbo cdty rolfttoa t o tbo contradict ion 
botveon tavn ftod country, aiac* vbot la a t th* root o f botb l a t b o 
proceaa of aoo la l oppropriatloa o f too product of labour. Tbo spat ia l 
naoi fostat ion of tb ia contradict ion la nodiatcd i n too c i t y by urban 
ground root and property c a p i t a l , urban around rant ia cbara^t^rlftod 
by *tbr** dooiaant toodoncioft 1 

1* an oppoait ioo botvoan tbo centre , vbora land pricoa are h igaaot , 
and tbo poriphory; 

2 , A grovinf aoparatioa botvaca aroaa and bouaing roaorrad for 
tba aoat affluaait a o c i a l a trato aed vorkin^-claaa aouaiag 
aroaa| 

3 . A ga&aravliaed diaperaal of 'urban functio&a* , acftttcred in to 
areaa vb icb aro gvographically aoparat* and increaaingly 
•pec ia l iaod ia function " (Loikine, 19T6|139) 

l o t only aro vorking-claaa and aff luent rea ident ia l aroaa i*gr*aat*d, 
thoro ia a c lear pattoraof r«aid*&tial locat ion for tbaao groura, vbicb 
r o f l o e t f t t h e i r o c c e a a t o r o a o u r c e a . ^be r i c h g r o u p * have a v i d e r 
caoico i o the locat ioo of r ta ideat i f t l ftctivity bocftuao they can afford 
b o t h h i g h e r l a n d p r i c e * and h i g h e r t r a n s p o r t c o a t a , v h i l e t h * b i d 
root curve o f tho poor ia c h a r a c t e r i t t i c a l l y fttoep. (Harray ^1973) 
Qua aaana that tho r ich can alvaya anforco t h e i r pr*f*r*nc*a over 
tba poor, and aro thua able to occupy araaa vbich aro "ia f raa , 
vnolaaoa* country a ir" ( lng*la,19€T) a or othorvi** t o t h e i r t a e t e e . 
tb* poor aro forced t o Xiro e i t h e r cloae to tho c i t y cantro , vboro 
r*at* ar* hig^ but tranaport coata are l o v t or in far-flunn; 'doaitory 
auburba't vb icb aurround induatrial ton*** 

According to Loikiae , vbat cbftroctori*o* the c a p i t a l i a t c i t y ia "oa 
tbo one hand the p o v i o g concentratlco o f ' c o l l e c t i v e a cant o f 
eomvaaption' ••« and on tho other hand a part icular and* of coacen-
tra t ion of tho t o t a l i t y of aoana of reproduction (of cap i ta l and 
labour -...I-.- ; . " l b * ayaton of anarchic fre* enterpriaa cannot of 
i t a a l f f inaac* th* proviaion of tb* c o l l o o t i v * aoana of cooaucption, 
vbicb are not pro f i tab l* . State intervent ion i* nocaaaary ber*T 
aince auch proviaion ia aaaeat ial to the reproduction of labour povor* 



t r i t a arovth. « i _ i t i r . , i from the procoM of i a d u a t r i a l i i a t t o o , 
o e m t M ft f a t t a * rat* thaa that o f t t e proviaicn o f h o u s i a j , 
vhich i t c r i t i c * ! for tha ra;rodu;tteo of labour j c v e r ? 

Tha b o u s i n g marfcat r e c o g n i a a i a o l v e a t -ii ^*r * 
• • tb* c a i y a f f e e i i v a d a u i , in the otie&ee of i t a t e i n t e r r e a -
t i o s . An a r t i f i c i a l .r - . lmad rcarcltg w d a vorfcinf-clmaa houaia* 
c n c i a it eraatad by t o * apeeulativm a c t i v i t y of property cap i ta l 
but the pr inc ipal rmaaon for tba 1*4 i a bouilag production la 
tba l e v l e v e l of product iv i ty o f the proeeca or bouiinm production; 
tb ia tanda t o per^atuata the ahortame, poatpooai any ao lut ion mod 
at tip* lean time require a * aim* iane4i*ta prof i t 00 each operat ion, 

Stfcta l i t a r * - ' r. &a • r.-i: a a c e a a e r y t o r e g u l a t e t h e a c t l v l t i a a 
o f property cap i ta l t a d o f the b u i l d i n f industry, becmuee tb* 
nece i i ery reproduction of labour paver La hind* red by tba houainn 
er imia . Council housing la one raault of ; ." intervent ion* 
Cbe affttct o f t b i * intervent ion ia t o reaolve ma ionediete c o n t m -
d i c t i o n v t i c h cannot ba roaolveo t y tba ayaten o f anarchic ooap*~ 
t i t i o a . Thie r*aol*t ioo ie»aovever» no ao lut ion , alnco I t doaa 
not reaolve tba Ccntredictioao underlying the booalag c r i i i i . but 
aairaly anootbma tbea orer , vbi la a t tba aaae t i n e cerrylae, t b a 
t o a . t i l l higher l e v e l . 

I f tba i t o e doaa not eoaa t o tba a i d or cap i ta l . or doaa ao 
ixmlt*t ,£."* .j , tha revul t i t tba ' i l l e g a l * occupation of vacant 
urban <Und ty thome groupa who require s h e l t e r and vbo Lara 
co o ther vay o f f a t t i n g i t . Set t laaanta vhich raault from tb ia 
proceae uauelly ' ILFC an aatremely i n e d e c ^ t * l e v e l of j r n i i n x 
o f i n c i t e r , rood*, eaverege , drainage, c t r c e t l ight ing. , w t o r * 
e l e c t r i c i t y , and recreat ional and community f e c i l i t i e a ; tbey 
r - f fcr attack* from p o l i c e * laadovnmro. end. io South Africa* 
from tha i t n t e i t a a l f i a i t a a t t e s p t e t o enforce p o l i c i a l aoen 
a t that r e l a t i n g t o migrant black, labour ia tba Vaatern Cape. 

Thic ia tha -.:.-,«:,.*. l a tmrmm o f vbich tba 'squatter problem' muat be 
iff: . , i f tba solutic-na vhich axa davalopad ara t o bava any rami 
caaaibf . from th« abova diacuaaiooB i t caa o* aeen tbat tba 
l i t a r a l p e t i t i o n i* tbat o f proaptiac tha atata t o la tcrrcn* on 

t a b a l f of cap i ta l** ia or icr t o ramedy tha vorat 
amflintm of iftc ^roccat of amarcaic c o ^ a t i t i c a . aad t o amaurc 
t^a rc^rvt^ctioa of labour j o v a r , which baa bean jeopardiaad. 
^ t i i **ol»jtisc* l o the problaa i a . hovavar. no ao lut loa a t a l l . ma 
baa baaa dlacui iad abeva. Eveo i f tha i t a t e vara abla t o aaaure 
aca-^uata n o u i i c s prcv ia ioo , (bovavar ua l ika lyj tba coetrmdictioo 
Of tttlaa th ia pr^bimm ia m ayeptoo can^ct . by d a f i a i t i o m . bm 
r e a e l v e l ty tba W ^ r p o i a a t a t a , vhica f\BCtiona both t o amiaxaia 
tha obbaa^oa of t-i# modal foromtioa am a vbola. and t o aaforca 
tha aacLamm l̂OB or tha bouraaoiaia. 

AvAn'Jl Y o t i t l M 

* i t i i a d i » c u a a i o n o r t h a tiouoinff mimrkat tm baaod l a r * * l y o n 
t h a c h A p t a r "Claawnta o f Crban S i r u c i u r a " i n Cmmtmllm« 
..; . 11. P a a p m e i m l l y pa«7«* :*•--*':<-. 

* I f e l a t a n o t t o au^^aat m ' e o o a p l r m c y * t h a o r y 1 n o r l a i t 
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h o a c | * n o u f t 
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Tha Wban pua^iont A Imu-alat Approac^ 
Edwtrd Arnold, Load^o, 1911- l^aaala\a« 
by Alma Sharidma. 

TIM ftl|rti*ioa Of tt-a ifcrxiag C l a n i t | 
•If.rlajid i a lQ**i • 
Pmacaia booai . Kiddlaaax. 19*7. 

foei*l Jujitica and tba Ci ty . Zdvard 
A r t o i a , Loodoa, 19T3-

n t and t h a c c o n o a i t 
<Ufj;.y ^T t h e ur;r_~ •im?B^i'?nfc.ib 

P i c k v a o c a . C G a d . IVbar. ^ c j g ^ g g y t 
C r i t i c a l j w a m j Tmvivtoca FubUcat ioaa , 
Lo&doa, 1976, 

Cootribution t o a Hargiat_thaor^ of 

op. d t p 1976. 



SUPfnaTUQaX 

conaid uoodt fWd th* country t o Ltaotho on Xav l a a r ' a 

l a y , l e » v i r , ; behind hi a B35 000 a yaar j o b , aviat ing poo l , g p l f 

c lub* *..' * piano* Etttartainad v i t h h i i family by tb* 

n r i t i a h Mi£t P W i M t l n in both Maaaru and : utan* {h i t naxt 

s t o p ) , not to amotion dinii | v i t h Xannath Xaunda, ttooda bacama 

tha f i x a t r*fu«e* t o bold a Laaotho t * paaaport, v i t h i n All 

b o w n t t h a t . S i t v i f a U c u . L a a o t h o ^ ; * n ; c r ' . h o l d e r 

no 2. 

Alno v i t h i n 2U b o w * . Uoodo vaa araatam aaylum la 

B r i t a i n , v*H bomnmrdad v i t h raquaata for intarriava from acoraa 

o f vaatars . . f ^ . f t ^ r and TT j o w n a l i a t a and van a t n r * d top 

tramteont once h* ranched nla daat inat ion* 

For Uboda, ton futur* eaam* nol id: bia biography of 

Stav* Biko l a aura t o ba a binUl) luerat iva undertaking. At tha 

t i n e o f WP 3 going t o p r a t . , abode had banquet** » t tba S*TOy 

I n t e l a London, a nera a b«vy of Fl**t Streetera beetovad oa bia 

t t * Editor of tba Tear avmrd, and bad and* hia nraod dabut at 

t h a W. 

m a l l the dr*B*tl« over-reportage of boode* vbet 

remains forepttam i i t h a t ba ia u l t i m a t e l y Junt oea of tba 

•any vbo croaa tba border i l l e g a l l y in to neighbouring countr ies 

i n aoaa v*j or another and ia c e r t a i n l y not t b a f i r a t t o bar* 

croaaad tba Tala River in to U e o t b o , da t p i t a tba and. 

But tha s i n d l a x i t i t a and bar*, no country baa yrt 

nad* a po l i cy dec ie ion t o accept rafug**a f l e e i n g from oppreeeion 

and tyranny i** t h i n country. Hoet re fugees - tlraaanda - ere 

l i v i n g in other Southern African cotmtriea •- ibla t o vorb or 

• t u i j and r e c e i v i n g minimal aHovano*a from variou* oreaniaetiona 

t.a--: aa tha Botavan* Council o f Churcnee. deep i te tba larga nam 

of money be ing a l l o c a t a d for refugee* by tha WT. 

Debetaa concerning vnetber or not woodi abould have 

find t o * country (deeer t ing tba Binning e h i p . , . ) and aumpicion 

•urrounding bin 'freedom pnaeaga' bava a l l tarvad t^ detract 

rroa tba root o f tn* laaua; while refugee* , part icu lar ly tmoe* who 

are not a l igned to tb* AIC or FAC, rcanin umaur* about t h e i r fu ture , 

countriaa are v a c i l l a t i n g on the ir refugee po l i cy and uaing tha 

refugaea aa p o l i t i c a l bargaining t o o l i * 

Tha London Obaarvar coinad Uoode's *sc*p* ia bold 

baadlinaai *no aaay malm t o freedom*. . . an antWoanunia t 

fol lowing in Handaln'a footatapaT Tbl* m u t aurely b* seen 

M Btraly part of tha attempt t o a ida~attp tha itama of thota 

rafuaaaa vho hara not yat acquirad c a l a b r i t y atatua. 
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WKSB A3& TKX 'FOOD CRISIS' CF TIC l y h O ' n 

ThlO a r t i c l e f o r a o pOTt Of A l a r g e r J i c c c Of WOTk •-' the L f . j i r : » o f 
the Federation or South African tonen (FSAV). i t deal a - incosnletely -
vitb on* ax pact of th ia , the pol i t lc ie ing effecta on voaaa of Ute 
ate* ply riaiog coot of l iving and unpredictable food . . . . . . aituatioa 
that cbnracteriaed the - i f yeara la South Africa. 

The FSAv vaa A n e d in 195*. bucd on the voaan t e t > r * of the 
W i o t M •....:. " i : r : . i - : b o d l o t :: T t h e ' C D U g T e * < A l l U l t C O * t t h O A J C , 

COugreei Of : * ^ ••::_:. , [ n d i a u COngyeoa, Colour** P e o p l e 1 * C rg*0 i s B*. i o n / 
Coagreaa acJ aooe of the trade icion* that later aff i l iated to fore 
SACTU. It bod two nejor »:nt - one, to bring about "the eamncipatioa 
of K M free tbo apecial diaabil i t iee Buffered fey tboa vnder loan. 
CuitOO* e t d CODTcntiGCi" e n d t v O , (arrr. u a j r e u r g e n t ) t o " p a r t i c i p a t e 
l a too atrugglaa of tho vorfciag aad opproaaed people• for tbo reaovel 
of claea oad race diner iaination and for ful l and e^ual eitiaen rig*it**.(l) 
It thua al l lad i t ee l f unequivocally vita tbo pol i t ica l t t r v o l i being 
vaged by tbo Ouiaroee Alliance* 

I t s orlginn can bo traced back at laaat as far •* the eetabllah«nt 
of tbo firat Bantu booon'e League, following a Largely eucceeoful 
ntti-jAna caupeign by black voaaa io tbo O.F+S. in 1913/1*. hovever. 
I t vaa only during and aftor tbo 2nd borld Var that the novo to 
eatablitb a non-racial voaan** oraenieatioa gathered nceatptua. Tbo 
f m n w n i a t ^ a r i y (CP) tOOfc tho l o a d l a e n c o u r a g i n g t l .-, though i t van 
too revival or tho ARC uanen'a League in 19*3 toot la id tbo beat a for 
a potential aeae neateraLip orfjhniaation aanrig voneu. 

euana were jnrtly bains caught up la tbo general etriviag oo tbo 
pol i t ica l front that tbo var bad atinulated. In addition. long torn 
devolOfeente in their poaitioo In , • la • >• vara beginning to aonifeat 
tbeaeelvce. Caangen in tboir oooooaio poaitioo, tbo occaloratini 
rata of arbenieatioo eaoae; African vceseo in particular, tho doom* of 
tbo troditionol African fnaily etructure, voro aoaa of tno preeaurre 
pushing uotten into a ooro aatorti*a pol i t ical atonca. Ibo c u ^ « i p 
a^aioat tno riain« coat of l iv ing d v i n g tna 19^0*a vaa ono of o 
:.--'..:• of po l i t ica l canpalpia that drav voaint but oav vitb o voiy 
apocific vido appoal for tnaa« Bioco tho oa^oritj of voaon yttr* 
prooccvpiad vitb doaaoiic roaponiibilitioo * in tbo i;".-: caoaua oaly 
2lPl% of a l l voaan, fiftoan jrooro and oldor woro roturood aa "aoooo-
aical ly actlro* (ooaparad to • , -i of aa>n) - tbo 'food Crloio* van a 
v i ta l and ioKodioto iaaua for a -«c.-y bn>od T*HQ* of vcaaon. It 
poCrOtfatod tba iaolatioo that aurrounda vcaan aa bouaovivoa and helped 
*WMW**1 tboir doaaotic cencarno into pol i t ica l foiso. 

THE 'fooo o a s t s ' or TOE i*4o'a 

Ibo var yoora did oot only nark an incroooa io tbo participatloo of 
vosao In tbo aaUbliahod pol i t ical oronniaationa already doaoribed 
(AJtC) " • Indian •:' ::*;•-•..:: , A vidor raogo of vcown than vera 
involvad la tbaaa bodiai, oapociolly blaofc houaoviv«v, bacana involved 
la proteato and doseoatratlono over tbo rioinf coat of l iv ing and 
uctati a factory food aupply aituatioa that tho vor provobad. voaan 
vbo otberviaa would prot*&ly oot have beao axpoead to any form of 
pol i t ical orcaoiaation. In reeponaa to tbo proaauroa of riainf 
coata and uncertain aupply. orcaniaatiooa oaarfed in Johaaneaburf 1 
tna raopla'a Food Council, and Capo :••-•• t tbo uoaan'a Pood ^ouadttoo -

to fight for re l ie f , vbila apora£ic aicna of act iv i ty , vithout, 
apparently* e ain^o oo-ordioating body, could be eeca in E r̂ban 
aa v e i l . Cloooly iovolved in thete dcveloporott vcre tno C? 
and too national Liberation league (ELL) of Cap* Tovn {2) In 
contributing to the general clLaato that nadc the catabliahovot of the 
PBAU poaaible tno ao-cnllod 'food criaia' vaa of afecial iaportance. 
Ibrouon tho above organiaaticoa aany black vocen. itolntod aa 
bouaeviToa or •-••.•/t;*i-.iaed and lovly-paid vorkera (for inatanco 
dooaatic vorkara} vara brought into oootoct vlth the pol i t ica l 
setvork boiod eatobliabad onong vcexn in the 'notional liberation 
aoraoant1, then in the proceaa of coalacclog in the aain urban 
ceotroa* Several of tbeae voaco later bocaoe active in tbo FSAU, 
and CongreBa Hrreraot e.g. Katy White, o doceatic vorkar living: io tbo 
Harfield Bood Station area in Cape Tovn. The deacnatrationa, and 
dcputaticeia oraaniaod round tbo food aituation varo pol i t ic iaing 
axparieocea for thoao voaan vbo participated in then. They a l io 
high-lignted for tna national liberation aovenent tba potential for 
pol i t ica l activinn that oxiatod '--• '.$ voaan on iaauoa directly 
affecting than. In neny vaya the food Concitteea foraad a function 
aiai lar to that of the trade uniona for voaoo in induatriol occupotiona< 
Iruaeroua different aourcea detail tna inflationary offocta of tbo var 
in South Africa. According to teUabe, tho ooat of atople foodo 
rooo by 91S betvean 1939 nod 19**. outatripping both coat of living: 
allovancee and iocreeaaa in baoic vagea* (3} The following index 
of re ta i l priooa on a l l iteaa {including food, raot t tranaportt 
clotbia« e t c . ) between 1936 and 194S obovo tbaa tbo oajor jiaap in 
pricea occurred after .*-•., 

* 

ris* l HDKX or BTEUL FKXCXS, AVERAO rem T S u r i a 

(1936 - 100) ffc) 
lojg lyja lofco loia i o u 12M lo i^ 

9*.3 100 103.o U 7 . 3 12Sf» 13*A 1*T.5 

The rioo in pricea baoonaa even nora aignificant vheo one notea that 
in the 10 yenra betvoea 1936 and 1938B retai l pricea on a vbole bad 
actually dropped(froa> 106,9 in 1926 to 100 in 1930)* Tbo riao ia 
food pricea during the var yeara van even higher than that of the 
everagja of a l l iteen of connunption, raving froa a baae of ICO io 
1936 to iS'-i,? in 19a5. naaie food atuffa that boenna nora 
evpenoiva (tbo fSanrea are the avaragaa for 1936 and 19*7) included 
rioo (froa. 2,7d to 1 ,*i par l b j , tea (25Jd to SO.Td par l b ) , 
tfl,2d to U ,?dper l b . } , egga (21,7d to 37d per lb) and jam <5.5d to 
1 7 , » par lb) (5 ) . 

lba aituatioa vac further aggravated by dialocationa io tbo narketing 
and oupply ayatea leading to (ariodic ahortagea of baoic fooda in tna 
abopa* Black aarkoteering oontributod to tbo problena by cauoins 
ort i f io lo l ahortagea and puahing -t pricea of food a t l l l furtbar. 
Ctto of tba an jor doaaoda of tho Food Qaaadttcea van for tbo 
apvereaont to iotroduce a •yatem of rationing of baaic foodo. Thia 
van not done but In roaponae to public praaauro tha aovanwent 
appoiatod a 'Director of rood Suppliee and Diatrlbutioo' end a ayataai 
of oobila food vana ova introduced. Incae vane aold limited 
ouantitiea of food end grocorieo which vara in abort aupply, at 
ragular placaa in tbo auburbo and tovnabipo. It vaa out of tbo 
queuaa of voaaa tbat foraod to volt for tba vana that the Uaaaa'a Food 
Coaeutteea in Cope Xovn grav* 



hou m w the** pr i c* r i s e * vere for th* average working CIULC 
f a x i l y I D South A f r i c a b e c o a c e c l e a r v h e a one c o n s i d e r * t h e l o r e l 
o f black v i ^ . . a t the t i n * . Aa uelsbe points o u t , tbeee v i f t ^ ( 
EroBily itadeciuate t o s t a r t v i th^ were not ** tj . is up with t o t cos t 
o r l i v i n g . 

I& 1931 a ooet o f Living study sponsored by the I n s t i t u t e of Hace 
Relat ions cocpared the *.•*• n,;*• incoxa of a Ma:/, urban f n a i l y o f 
f i v e v i t b i t s "aseent lnl ainiaun expenditure" r*auireacnts t in both 
19»a and 1951* in the Vitvetcreread Pretoria t^re*. i t found that 
v i t b the except ion of Pretoria where the d i spar i ty betveen e*nenti*l 
er^eaaiture end actual inooaat bad reaaiaed roughly on a par . t h e 
nininua l e v e l of e s s e n t i a l expenditure (greater than incoae t o begin 
v i t b ) bad Increased r r- than average vngca bed. In 19M tb* gap 
batveea tb* two vat already a* fo l low* I 

Pig . 2 AVERAGE Af&ICAJ FAKILT XlCTJet AID E8&DTIAX KHTMM 
£ f f & D i n u f KurciiLT, 1 9 U . (fi) 

lacoa* Expenditure 

Joh*Ate*burg £9-10*1 112. l6,6* 

Pretoria 19.6.W t i a . 1 9 . * 

> f r riovo* £9-7-9 t l l . O . U 

This s tark evideoceof tho entree* poverty in vhicb urtai Africans vara 
l i v i n g van not confined to tb* Pand only, I s 1 9 * 2 , t b * Sa l t Ooaedttee, 
e v i c t e d t o inves t iga te "tb* e o c i a l , haalth and econosic condit ion* 
o f urban nat ives" produced a report which cov*r*d the vbol* country. 
Zfcs -c-ort began by saying that vbat bad iapreseed tb* oceatlttee "above 
a l l " bad been tb* poverty o f tba "native oooaunitv*. Concerning nu­
t r i t i o n ataaoarda i t referred to "an appal l ing aaount o f a a l n o t r i t i o o 
a^&gst urban nat ives botb young aad o ld" and c i t a d a survey of African 
school children in IXu-ben vhicb found that over * 0 j vvre su f f er ing froa 
" c l i n i c a l s tages" of Ea lnutr i t l oa . 

'** -r vaa t h i s * s t r e s s s i t u a t i o n coofiatd o n l y t o Afr icans , as shown by 
a goverrcent report in Tfrc Ecgrooic and Social ccfctiitjc^t of t£e r»c i* j 
a r c i T * i n S c J t h A f r i c a , produced i n ' l M Thia p r o v i o e d s t a t i a t i c s f o r 
Cej* / - - r . , - ( j rn j . and Johannesburg oo tne percentage of the d i f f erent 
rase groups l i v i n g below tb* Poverty Lin* tPDL)t in each c i t y aa 
incoae l e v e l that barely covers the a&st basic Itena necessary for 
frfae. * i l s t e n c e . In Cape Ibvn {th* f igur* th*y give ia for 19^5/39) , 
acaa 55S o f 'Coloured* and M* o f v h i t e bouaeholda vara found t o bo 
earning below thia l i n e . In durhaa the c o a n r a b l e f igvraa ia 19*3/1* 
vara 70 ,6* of Indiana, 36 .32 Of Colouxeds. 2&.W o f Africans and 7*2f 
of white f a & i l i a i . FOr Joaaanaaburg tba report euotad froa tb* noa-
luropeaa tea Sarvic*a Coaauaaica of 191** t o ehov that i a ivLo. 8 6 . W of 
'aoo-Europaaaa* i0*v earning o*lov tb* PDL. (fl) 

Vith povar^y ta acut* aad vidasprend aa t h i a , any inoreaae in food J > 

price* or d i s l o c a t i o a of tb* narket would threaten not Jus t an ebatrnet 
* standard of l iving* but th* vary aurvival of a l arg* percentage o f 
b i a s * £ou**bolds part icu lar ly vhen on* bears in a i r - that the l arges t 
s l i c e of tdacfc vaata vant on food {&!% o f t h e wage on average i n 
Johannesburg). Black voaen, aa notner* aad thoae re spoos ib l e for tba 
catar iag - : the ir f a a i l i e a . could hardly igpore th ia 'food e r i a i e ' i 
i t * a f f ec t* vara so i a s i a t e n t and iaajediata. Prioa r i a e e and foo4 
abortaae' • • i -^ - ' : / taraataaad th* health and a t a h i l i t y of t h e i r faatUiaa 
and inpin(*d ca Ukoir d a i l y l i v e * in aucb a vay aa t o faro* thea t o 
look outaide the hone to tba wider p o l i t i c a l and ecoaoadc context l a 
vhicb t h e / ver* located . P o l i t i c a l orgsnisat ioaa that took up tba 
food ouealioo had a large appeal * p o l i t i c a l involveaent bare vaa not 
in contradiction t o voaea'a doaes t i c rolee but rather ao rang froa 
t h e i r v i t ^ l doaa*tin ooaoerna* 

TEE PBOP1^*B P0O0 CCtflGTl* 

Boos aigne of oraaniaation round th* o^aeatloo of r i a i a g food prlcea 
had been ***a already before tb* v s r . In 193* the nevapeper • 
tajsebefisip C a r r i e d a s i n g l e b r i e f a r t i c l e c c a c o i » i t t e * e f l l a b l i * h e J 
in Oirban by "various vo<Ma*a organisat ions" and the 'taegu* aa^icst 
Fasciaa aiid lav 1 to encourage " a l l bouaevivaa" t o boycott ri rat 
e&gaaed iff> v a r ^ r o f i t e e r i o g . ( 9 ) Pbur yeara l a t e r ia Cape Tbvnf tba 
preaec-uti** l-' a l o c a l baaer for a e l l i a g h i e bread balav the o f f i c i a l 
j r i c e bad occaaion*d a deputation t o the Cape ?•:•-. ^fayor i s proteat . 
This vaa org*Ai*ed by the Coasuaer's Vigl lanoa Coxnci l . a bedy -
oonaected to both the l a t i o o a l Liberation league and tba- Coajeunist 
Party in -*;* l o v n . (10) Several aeafcer* of tb* deputation vera 
t o be involved ia the ttMarn'e Pood Coaaeittee a fev yeara l a t e r a 
aotably John barley aad Cieaie wool o f t b * VU* aad Bay Alexander 
and Seat Kana of the CP* Already tbea thea* two ce^gaaiaations vara 
aative ia th ia sphere. 

the f i r s t indicat ioaa of organised a c t i v i t y around the food ^ u * 1 t i o o 
during th* v*r ••*•--• froa Jobanavaburg ia 19*3. In loveet>er ot that 
year the pjardian {vbich gave ooaaidarable coverage to the r i s i n g 
cos t of l i v i n g sad i t a e f f e c t e on black l i v i n g standards daring 
the ver) carried a report oa a public conference that had been 
nai led by th* 'People ' s food Council' in conjunction with t h e 
nat ional Council o f uoaea (ICU). Thia seeaa the r i r a t reported 
a c t i v i t y of the food Council* At the conference t h e chaot i c food 
supply s i tuat ion and pro f i t eer ing by r e t a i l ar t van atrongl? 

l e foraat i co on the or ig in* of the People's rood Council i * d i f f i c u l t 
to uncover. Vbat ia worth not ing ia t h a t a fev eontha befor* th ia 
oooferene** i t August, an increase in the bua far* oetveeu Alexandra 
Tcwneaip and Johannesburg had l ed to a saas ive aad u l t i a a t e l y 
successful bus boycott by the Alexandra iahabitant* . Thia boycott 
receivad auch p u b l i c i t y and i t i s p o s s i b l e that i t a eucceae prca»pt*d 
the foraet ioo of to* Food Ctruaoil t o dea l v i t b t h e probleK Of r i s i n g 
cost* i n th ia other area - though a t th ia etsgn th ia raaaias specula­
t i v e . Aa IA Cape *Jbvn the CP vaa l i a k e d t o the Council - 191** Hilda 
Vatta (Bi^dk aexmste in) , the coaejuniat candidate in tba Johannesburg 
sBinicipal a lac t iooa , vaa deacribed aa being a *pro»inaat aaahsr" o f 
i t . 



that the ">h should p a r t i c i p a t e v i t h an organisation v i th j -• • radical 
sponsorship l i i n t e r e s t i n g . In part thia vns * sign of the t i s e s -
a f t e r 1941 the o i l i t a j y contr ibut ion of U M UEfS and tha CP'* v t o l e 
ceerted i v p j o r t for the A l l i e d v u - e f fort had u d e the Party l e s s 
suspect for the v t i t e ettAbliafcnant. Tet t h i s co-op* rat ion a l i o 
sprang fron the cotnon i n t e r e s t that noet South African vonec r.tn, 
aa v ives u d Bother*, in f inding a so lut ion t o the food c r i s i s . 

Iha 1rws Hate proolex of : : : i r . * pr i ce s could un i t e vonen across c l a s s 
end n o t barrier* because i t a f f e c t e d t o e s in a c o m a area, t h e i r 
d o » * t i c r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s * r e s p o o a i b i l i t i e e that v e r s aex-typed aa 
'voneii'e vorfc1 . l a 19*o Mrs A I Mc Callus*« Qmirperaon o f the 
Eouaewiva'a Leejaie. r e f l e c t ed t h i s vbeu she described aa a 
" o o t i c e a t l c feature" o f the previous / e a r the "c lose co-operation" 
that had e x i s t e d betveen voacn's orgaaiaatione "on a l l v i t a l queet lous 
vonen are prepared to put aaide p e t t i n e s s end Jealousy in order to 
vorh for the ooaaon good o f a l l * . (13) 

I t vaa because such coaatto areaa e x i s t e d t h a t the idea o f an o r g a n i s a ­
t ion that vould safcrece a l l vonen v i t h i a a s i n g l e frenwvorr,. could 
take root i n South Afr ica . At the eubecqusnt h i s t o r y o f the ISAV 
ehoved, hovevara dcceat ic iseuce v e r s not a s u f f i c i e n t bas is of unity 
for v h i t e and black -••»•-.. Xor could these ier --• be i s o l a t e d 
c. • no-re o v e r t l y p o l i t i c a l questions* The d i v i s i o n s of c l e a t v e r s 
c •-;••: -- sad and reinforced by t h o s e of r a c e , and through t h i s l i m i t e d 
base of unity an a l l i ance of a l l vonen vaa p o s s i b l e only on s p e c i f i c 
i s suss* • ' " T i s sues that touched black vonen in the 1 —:": a ieaue* 
vhich vers fundamentally l inked t c toe s tructure o f the a t a t e -
c e s s e s and unionisat ion of black vorkere - the ICW offered no eupfort. 
l t a c o a d t E e a t to a greater equal i ty for voaen and an ispraveaent i s 
the l i v i n g standards o f a l l d i d not go beyond i t s baaic a l l e g i a n c e 
t o the i n s t i t u t i o n s of un i t e South Afr ica . When the Food Coaarittea 
b*gan t o look at these i n s t i t u t i o n s aore c r i t i c a l l y , t o o JCW parted 

• •1 -. U , w i t b i t . 

• b i l e i t aeaca that the People ' s food Council continued to operate in 
the neat few y e a r s , the vigour and acala o r i t a operat ions a r e not i 
knova. i n l«ay 19AT «*e guarding carr ied another a a a l l a r t i c l e that 
ahoved t h a t a g i t a t i o n on the Hand about the food s i t u a t i o n had not 
y e t d i ed . A deputation* choaan t o repreaent the voaan o f n i p t o v n 
aaar Jobanneaburd;h bad placed before the City Cbuncil a :-.,;.• ; t h a t 
rat ioning o f food atuffa be introduced aa wa l l aa conplainta about the 
uny the Food Vana V*T+ opera£ic-B> The report d i d not refer e x p l i c i t l y 
t o the Peopla'a Pood Council although tna preienc« of Joaie l^p*j* in 
tbe deputation thova that the CP, i f not the food Council i t a e l T una 
represented i n the p r o t e s t , ( l a ) I n t e r e a t i n g l y , t o l a deputation caaa 
very eoon a f t e r the Traaavaal A l l Uoaen'a Union, in vbich tt**n vaa 
ao proadnent. had been foraed. C : 

By the l a t a : >-'. l - the oearlappin^ of or ianiaat iona and t h e i r lcaderahlp 
vaa becoaina; incraaaina^ly aavrkad aaonc radical voaeo*! p o u p a . 

VC«3*e FOOD CCWGT21E 

Uban one coaaa t o look a t tha Upnin'o rood Conarlttoa in Cape TJVD the 
aa ter ia l i a aore aubetant le l . Thia could aean that i t vaa a not* 
artiva body than tha Jobanneaburc aroup, but i t could alao be a aara 
r e f l e c t i o n o f the fact that the Ouardian* the aajor aouree o f i n f o r -
.-*-. . .::. vaa baaed i n Cape T ,-. . By l 9 k 5 A 6 . t h e Guardian vaa 
reportinc aiMaroua aani fcatat iona of diaoontent aaona} Cape Tovn 
VDJkan about the food a l t u a t i o n . • # e 

In S # p t e * e r 19*5 i* carried a br i e f reference In tha VDenaVl Coluan 
*.., 4 f.ev caa^atinn that vould be atartinf; *aoon* t o fiajht aaninat the 
r i f i n a coat of livina;B but did not e laborate upon thia* ( l o ) In 
aid-J*£uary W the 'food c r l i i * * vaa i t a nain front paa^ atory. 
7;.jf. f tory daacribed tha a d l i t a n t mood that vaa developing, v i t h reporta 
of ana/y voavn ra id ing abbat«ira in atarcb of awat. I t i a not .hovevtr , 
clffcr wh«tbar th ia vaa a l a o orgaaiaed by the ttoaea*a Tbod Conatittte 
or not* The f i r a l e x p l i c i t reference t o auch a coani t tee caaat a f e v 
appLna l a t e . In April 19*6 the Ouardian c a r r i e d an a r t i c l e deacribiag 
tha na ncup end nine of tha c o n o i t t a e . aa t o l d by an anoaynoua vcaaua 
aaaber ' ° John tterlay (of the BIX)* 

"itecofniaing cur trovblea and facing 
up t o then p r a c t i c a l l y , ve orgnniead 
s v r n e n ^ Fbod Coeatittee* At f i r s t 
I t *** d i f f i c u l t due t o the fac t that 
apa-t of ua had ao l i t t l e experience 
o f - r ( ^ ' i : t i t . :-•:. o t h e r t h a n r u n n i n g a 
-. !•«• vb ich ia i t a e l f i a e n o e l l e s t 
t r a i l i n g ground*. (19) 

An aha deacribed i t , the Cuandttcc had grown out o f the food queue* that 
?_: _ • at each nobi le food van. Lach queue e l e c t e d a 'queue eoandttee* 
to anjntain order and anaure a f a i r deala" * any d i i o r d e r i t vaa f e l t 
could Id*** to the v i thdraval o f the vane - thee* co-anitteee in turn 
elected: a representat ive to a General Cocadttee vhich repreaented e l l 
the food queuea* At t h a t point 12 food quouee vere repreeented on 
^hc Qcnerml Ccaatittee and a chairvoaan and aecretary had been cnoaen* 
To 19^T the chairvoaan vaa a Nra C Anthooy and the aecretary t Ketty 

H ; > : i ' I te leod l a t e r n a r r i e d B a g f i o S e p t e n b e r who by 1 9 ^ « y a e e r v t e r r 
of the Sovth Airioan Coloured pacple'a oraaDiaation (BACPO). Gfee vaa 
i t r n i i f * a i p a t o r y t o tha l a t t e r of i n v i t a t i o n t o the TSAV'a confere 
in 1S>*- ner r o l e in the Food Coeraittee vould appear t o nave been 
nor* inportant .than that of Anthooy. 

fan w,:ae:i*t Pbod Coandttae vaa thua c l ear ly a graaaroota organiaat ion. 
In J9V7 the Ouardian deacribed i t e e ' e vorking claaa orfaniaation 
r,- r-'f ^ lQftfron the houaevivea vbo atood in the food qucuea*. (20) 
Hoverer, alChouhg i t c e r t a i n l y vaa the product o f a videapread aood 
of cU#**tia fact ion aatong black nouaevivea and una thoroughly repreaen-
t a t i v e pf t o e * , i t aaeaa c lear t h a t there vaa both pronpting and 
advice froat *rdat ing p o l i t i c a l organieat iona. The t v o organiantiona 

• • '• * frequently aentioned in oonnection v i t h i t vara the CP and SIX. 
tvo i -o i ies vhoae aant irahip and a c t i v i t l e e frequently overlapped in 
Cape fnva* They provided cpeekere a t aany of the public nesting* and 
G f ^ i t * 0 " r , ; f t : i * Mvere l deputations the CbBoittee arranged to aeet 
v i th enrioua o f f i c i a l s . lne one person vbo eeena t o have been m e t 
cLoit^y involved in the Coimitte* on a day and day l e v e l vaa John 
• >:•"'•••• of t oe ILL. Aocording t o aaty Vhite , i t vaa ac tua l l y bin idea 
*iL. atArt i t , U ooajunction v i t h Se t ty fte?X*od. 

Tba in sap's rood Cnraaittee gTev r a p i d l j t i l l by the end o f 19*7 i t 
c la insd t o rspresant $9 queuea scat tered throughout the Cape h n i n s u l a . 
(22) from a l l eeoounte i t use a viaproua body. In ear ly lOiJ I t 
aj^jsjrfm * conference at vhich 200 del* gate a represent ing not only 
the food^usuaa but a l a o trade wniooa, the frv end aoaw churches* 
u p t d to organiaa a deaonatration on the l e t of Kay outaide Tarliakaant. 
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7:3t l s r A d i e t * U l W 1 M M tO >,*v* t*cr a t h r e a t t o wi thdrew t h * 
food vena. (S3) This dvzooattat ioa drew Mtbouaandj * of Ct?< Town 
Le us w i v e s t o a neat log on the Grand r_, ad* carrying banners * 
% • f i g a t for food" - they earthed through the *tre*t* v h i l e a s n a i l 
deputation which included San Kann end Joey Fouri* or the " , nee t 
v i t h the Minister of f inance , 0 kofanyr* (2 L ) Hofhwyr agreed t o 
Beet a further deputation and the fol lowing week 13 V C V D , rcpreien^ 
t i n g th* Food Consutte* p l o t tbe Durban llouaevivee L M | » t the Food and 

- . - . . ' - : • ' - , ' • : . . . . - S b d t b e £ v * * t V o t e r s U o i O f l 0 * t W i t h h i * . A t 

th ia anoting t h e / banded o v e r % p e t i t i o n signed by TCOQ venae in 
favour of keeping th* food Yens u n t i l an adequate -> ;'.en of r a t i o n i n g 
could b e introduced. Aat ioo iag ve* dlaauseed us i a p r a c t i e e b l * . ou t 
Kofneyr prcxiead that the food vena vould continue t o operate* (£5) 

Another area o f a c t i v i t y for tbe Food Ccaaaitte* at t n i i t i n * van 
organis ing s o - c a l l e d 'food r a l a e ' i £ n - . i t aerehaata suspected of 
hoarding rood-stuff*. Large aunfcere of voaen with anabere of t h e 
Coxnittec a c t i n g aa "anrehalla" t vould deacend oa theae individual 
nnrc&anta and et tenpt to pressur i se then in to b l o c k i n g t h e i r e t o r e -
rooca and e a l l i n g *b*ir s tock , (fee Guardian carr ied several r e s o r t s 
on audi r a i d j vh icb seen t o have beco genera l ly e f f e c t i v e . 

By c^ :<J -rowing such orgen i sa t ioo */id il winui rat jrna T tbe food c r i a i a 
of toe ;*-i;"i had a d e f i n i t e p o l i t i c i s i n g effect, on black von*o. 
Already ih 19**6 the Food Coeadttee in Cape Town ve* showing s igaa 
of s h i f t i n g i t a focus fron the food » i t u n t i o n t o v i d e r p o l i t i c a l 
i s s u e s . Quoted by the Oi_*r<i_L n-j U June 1 /•• vaa : 

"Today v * r ight ror **>d. tonorrov 
for the vo te and then for f rce toa 
for a l l " . (27) 

By 19*B the education o f t ra vo te had aoved to tbe fore—frost* Thue 
>-- Anthony, chairwoaen of th* Coenittne i n January 19*o, aa id : 

"The vote ia a weapon ve S4at have 
ao that ve can eefefuard th* future 
or our e h i l l r e a Ve *Cca*& baee 
t o dea l v i t h the everyday t h ^ a p of 
o f l i f e . Ve haw t o vorrv about 
^t-ny^'i: v l t b our b'oaband't -•. 
envelope, about kaepiuf tb% coat o f 
l i v l&g Covot a&out fiettiag eocugb 
bread f o r oor ch i ldren and eae ing 
t h a t tbey §o to acbool. Ve vant to 
put people in Far l iaaeot *•:.-. under* 
s t a n d o-ij- p r o b l a e a a a d v i l i f i j j h t i n 
our i n t e r e s t s " . (26) 

Tbe CoscUttee bad COM t o aee i t a actual p o l i t i c a l poverleeaneaa Ln 
i t * dasanda. At that p o i n t , before the l a t i o n a l i s t s had cone t o pover 
and vhen 'Coloured'a'bad not y e t been diaenfraneaiaad i n the Cape, 
the p o l i t i c a l future van a t i l i t e a * by t h e e e voaan in teran o f 
ahari&fi in the i a e t l t u t i o a a of vb i ta auprenacy - tnat tbeae could be 
induced to broaden t h e i r bee* t o include o ther race frouna t o o . 

In pursuit of these apala. a deciaion una nad* i n July 1«*0 by t h * 2 1 
Food Consutte* to Cora a 'Hon-&jropeaa Uoaen'a League* t o f i f A t for 
the vote for a l l black voarn. T.-.e food i taue and tbe franchise vera 
described ea ineeparable * "vboerer contro l l ed the hey of t h e food 
cupboard control led tbe food" end the hey van the v o t e , 129) Un-
f o r t u i e t e l y r» fol lov-up to th ia deciaion vna reported* I t vould 
aeec that th ia l e a t v e vent the vay o f thoae e a r l i e r umaucceaarvl 
atteeaAa to ee tab i i eb a black uoaan'a aufftane league which had beea 
aponaored by Ciaaie tool and the Hi* in the l a t e 1930'a* [JO) 
(Whether Cisay Onol had any iavolveoeat in th ia l a t e propoaal avoid 
be i n t e r e e t i n c t o know - the chaacea are high- t h a t ehe d i d ) . Tbe 
enfranchiaeaent of black vonen vaa not a p o l i t i c a l anal that ccraU 
be achieved in i eo la t ion from the v lder struggle for f u l l p o l i t i c a l 
and e o c i a l r igt i ta i o South Africa, a atruggle vbich by t h e en* of the 
l^irO'c vaa beconing n-ra c l e a r l y defined aa i r r e c c n c i l a h l e v i t h the 
I n s t i t u t i o n * o f v h i t e euprenaoy (such aa Parl ianantJ. A ":- M : . > ^ 
Vonan'a Suffrage league vaa too aarrov a baae on vhich t o e o b i l i a e 
blank voaeo* The absorption of sseay o f the l eaders o f th ia l***pae and 
tbe Food toantlttc* in aanaral in to tbe FSAW and Congreaa Hwnasait in 
the ear ly 1950'e ahoved that t h i s r e a l i a a t i o n vaa bec ianing "... p«i 
tbe coasciousnasa of p o l i t i c a l l y a c t i v e blach 
ay the ear ly 1950*e the vbaeo"* Food Coastittee i t a e i r vaa 
l e s s defunct . tbe l a s t s p e c i f i c reference to i t in tbe 'Q-tro'lan* 
•--••' i n January 19*0 vhen ther* va* a email re ferenc* to i t orannl-
a lng a deK>natration a ^ i n a t tbe "aeriova aborta** of neat aftg r i s i n g 
coat of l i v i n g . " (31) a> 1953 vben th* food c r i a i a bad eaae* ofT 
and t h * rood supply a i tuat ion vaa nor* atable* i t a functione b*d 
beeo tranaforaad into a 'Qariatnaa Club1 * aa organiaation that 
of fered d i f f e r e o t l y pr iced Chriatnaa food banv*rn a t vboleaaAe 
nr icea t o n e ^ e r a ; ».»•• t a weekly aubacription throughout the< yeax« (33) 
hovevar r the iaaue of r i e i n g pricae vaa a t i l l aa i aror tant n*>blliaing 
one for iiuaan la Auguat 1953 the threat of an increaae in t h e prioa 
of bread react ivated tbe Food Conadttee netvork ia Cape Town, Vith 
Bay hlerander playing a leading r o l e , a d e l e g a t i o n o f vonen vaa 
pyaaniaed t o ^ e t v i t h the Pdnieter o f Finance. Havenga» to p r o t e s t 
tbe pr i ce iacreeae . At l e a n t three o f the woeea. apart froet Aleaander. 
had been c l o s e l y involved i n the old Food Ccnadttee. (Glady- Sadtb, 
h a t i e Vhite and Dora lanana) . (33) Thia p r o t e s t Alenandar b e r s a l f 
h u a ingled out aa a very innortant one in pronot in* the idea o f a 
nat ional vonen's organisat ion ( the FSAV) anongst Cape Town voawn t 

ua Ldea vbich by that atage had already been ra i t ed i n Tbrt El izabeth 
• s d vaa under diacuaaion in tbe anjor urban c e n t r e s . l b * bread 
ieaue* aha »• -* , vaa s i g n i f i c a n t because i t v i t a l l y a f f e c t e d voawn aa 
cothera. and ss>da the vonen'a noveaont "ioperat lvo". 
In th* vbaum'a Food Coeadttee and People 'e Food Council the bagrinninga 
e f *̂ h« grovUi o f p o l i t i c a l conaciouaneaa anong p o l i t i c a l l y i a o l a t t d and 
i n a r t i c u l a t e vceain can be ae*n. The a tar t ing p o i n t vaa an laaue that 
d i r e c t l y a f f e c t e d t h * » t o vbich t h e y could e a e i l y r e l a t e inoreeeed 
p r i c e s and asortagea of baaic foode. In organiaing t o protest againat 
t h i s * they cane up againat t h e i r actual p o l i t i c a l importance in s o c i e t y 
and beaan to look aore c r i t i o a l l y at the v i d e r context i n which both 
th ia and the food cr ia ia i t s e l f were operat ing. •• vanta to knov nore 
about tbeae i n c i p i e n t c o e n i n r a j • -v-— • • »- - =• -,' • • nature o r t h e i r 
swaberahip. vbat l inks were be ing forged between African and 'Coloured* 
wceaen within theAfthe re la t ionah ip between lraderahip and general 
aeakhership. now dec i s ions were node and carr ied o u t . 

I t ie a faac iaat ing and r e ve* lion; area o f ornaniaat ion by •-••.-, that baa 
auch t o t e l l u* about the ir p o s i t i o n in a o c i e t y and hov they theaae lve* 
viewed t h a t . I t in part o f our forgotten and obacured $m\ t h a t need* 
t o be raacued before I t i a too l a t e . 

C h * r y i Wnlkar 



22 ?oras 
1 FSW ; R W r t of the f i r s t National Confer*** of 

•coxn, I W i 

2 Tfce M L V;i neon founJed in 193S in & p e Town fctiich. 
despi te i t * t i t l e , retained the centre of U s a c t i v i t y , 
T, fcanf *nd C. Carter in the ir c o l l e c t i o n of i locunwts, 
P M Protest to O u t l e n g e , describe i t a s foraed by 
''Coloured radica ls nho More not ttirxist* but kho aspired 
t o lead » national l iberat ion novencnt of non wMtM". 
( v o l . 2 , P- 109) Cissy Cool was pres ident , with other 
o f her and her husband's fanUy prominent, 

3 P. htaliha : The Rise of African Ni t ional i sw. p. 502. 

4 Uiion s t a t i s t i c s for SO year*. H - 23. 

5 IbW. • - » # • - » » H - W , H - If . 

6 E, i;ix : The Cost of Living (SAI&Ft. 1951) 

7 Report of t;»s Interdepartmental Connlttee on the S o c i a l . 
Health and Economic condition* of Urban Natives (1942) 
p . 1 - 5 . 

8 Social and Econoalc Planning Gauncll : The econcadc and 
soc ia l ctfnditiona o f the racial troupe in South Africa. 
(UC $3-45) The report explained The r e l a t i v e l y low 
leve l of Durban Africans l i v i n g below the POL a s a resu l t 
of the exclusion of sent African faadl ies frcei the Durban 
>e>tropolitan area proper* N»st African workers were 
therefor^ classed as ''single workers", diaavilalng the 
dependent* of faad l i e s on the ir wage*. 

9 uaaetasui . Zl/w/3S-

10 Guardian. 11/1/39 

11 I b i d , 15/11/43 

12 Ibid. 

IS Ibid , 21/3/46 

14 Jos lo ^ u u f w i fe o f Bswin fofutsunyu i if the CP, was 
one of the f i r s t black wonen to jo in the CP c . 19£S. iter 
p o l i t i c a l career stretched over sony years . Throughout she 
the i>as * strong champion of voaen's eeuncipatian, h e l p l n i to 
find both the Transvaal All abeen's Ihlon ( s e e footnote IS) 
and the FSAW. 

13 The Transvaal Al l rimen's Union vis forced in Karen 1947 
after an International botaen's Day Jteeting frarch ftth] in 
Johannesburg* f j tflssel - j t )pxx*t H. fcatts - were 
the naln ins t iga tor* , in aio* i t foreshadowed the l a t e r 
FSW, thixgh never savnaginj to e s tab l i sh i t s e l f on a 
national b e s i * . l t a leader* later becaao absorbed by FSNf. 
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