schools
boycott

WHILE WORK IN PROGRESS WAS AT THE PRINTERS, EVENTS DICTATED THAT
THIS EDITION CARRY SOMETHING ON THE SCHOOLS BOYCOTT, WHICH WAS
SPREADING THROUGHOUT SOUTH AFRICA, BELOW, WE PRODUCE A BRIEF
CHRONDLOGY OF SORME OF THE MAJOR EVEWTS THUSFAR, AS WELL AS

A TEY INGICATIONS OF TWL MQST LMPOATAMT [SSUES In THESE EVENTS,
(B0.D4.27)

WHAT Pollows im m brisf descriptlion of msome of the mors
important svents relsting to the schools boycott which began
in the Western Capse, subssguently spresding to moat othar
reglons in South Africa. As a hastily coasplled chronology
of svents, it is Lincomplete; but more important than this,
it should not be seen a8 & "history' of current reslstance
to racislly-based mducation Ln South Africa. For to do so
would suggest that both history and resistance consist of &
saries of short dramatic svents, rather than sn on=golng
process Invelving conflict and organisatien, victory and
defeat, advance and retrsat. The current struggle of pupils
to what they have called "gutter sducation' and the systam
which it is & part of must be seen in an overall contaxt of
realstance to the raturs of society, and the attempt to
crants & Eotally new wmoclal structure and reality.

In February 1980, students of the Mountalnview High
School; Hanover Park, bagan boycottlng classes, A seriss of
meatings were held by the pupils, whare thay discussed and
Formulated their grievances agalnat ths system of coloursd
sducation, On Macch 13th, students on the Capa Flates called
a menting te discuss the system of "gutter education', and an
ad hoo committes of parents and pupils was formed. Amongat

thoss present at this meeting were thres young white teachars
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from the Crystal Senlor Secondary School = Liz Everestt, Brends
Lisbowitz and Barbara Houghton,
A wesk latsr, on March 20th, some BOO parents and scholars
drawn from Crystal Senlor Secondaty and Mountalnviess High
Schools met in Hanover Park, where those present formulated
thelr objections to coloured education, Thess included
4+ a shottage of text bookaj
+ students being forced to buy statlonaryj
4+ principsls snforeing the wearing of expensive school uniformej
4+ & shortage of teaching staffy
4 the abuse of corporal punishment, including the besting
af gizrleg i

+ hesdmasters refusing pupils parmisslon ko form recognised
representative cduncils (SAC's)j

+ poor school Ffacllitieaj

+ buildings which had besn damaged during 1976 = 77 had
still not been repsired.

Later that wesk, pamphlasts galling For solidarity amonget
parants, pupils and workars wers widely distributed through=
out the Cape Peninsula, and a specific call for the removal
of the prineipals of Mountainview and Crystal Senlor Sscondary
Schools was made.

On March 28th, the thres teschars who had attendesd the
previous mesting of puplile and perents were dismissed From
thalir postas at Crystal Senlor Secondaty. 2 days later; puplile
from Crystal and Pountsinvisw met and called Ffor the -
unconditional relnstatsment of the tsachars. "Thesss teachsrs
showed solidarity with us, and we must now show solidarity
with thee"™ was the wey a student leader put 1t. A manting of
reprasents tives frem thes two schools decided to inform mll
thelr classmates and parents of the victimisation of ths 3
teachers. (It should be noted that Minister of Coloured
Relations, Marais Steyn, claimed that the teschers had basen
dismisnnd to make way for "suitably qualified coloured teachesra';
Howsver, whan school tarms re-opened In April, after the
vacation bresk; no nes teachers hed been employed at Crystal
Senior Secondary to rsplace the dismissed 3),

B0,04,07. Student repressntatives from 19 Cape High Schools,
ss well as from the University of the estern Caps (UWC) and



Hewatt Treining College mat; and Tesclved to Fight the
sducation aystem For coloured puplils "st ell levelas™. Thay
snt out & sariss of short=-term demande which, they sald, 1if
not met within & weak would lead them to conslder boycott
actions Tha demands included
pay incressss for teacharsj
better provision of school booksj
immediate cepairs to schools damaged during the 1976=77 riotsg
relnetatement of the I tsachers dismissed from Crystal
Senlor Secondary schooly
removal of the principal of Crystal Ssnior Secondary.

Placards wera posted on the fence st the Wynberg of floes
of tha Administration of Coloursd Affairs, They proclaimed that

"Our parents are Torced to work becausm the bread price
had incresssd. School booka sre not Free. Aents and rates
are increassd, They have no say. Solidarity Workers
Students Parsntas®™,

and

"Racist sducation te divide student workers of tomorrow.

The education we ars receiving is providing Cheap Labour
for the Capitalist®,

B80,04,09, It was announced that the principals of Crystal
S5anior Secondacy and Mountalnview High schoals had been
tranefarred, and Minlister Steyn sald that raepairs to damaged
sohool buildings sould be undertaken, The repressntatives of
the 21 sducational instlitutions which hed met on March Tth
{the United Education Front) rejected thess moviés as
insufficdent = "it just scratches the surface, Tha whole
ayatamn has to be changed®,
B0,04;11. Pamphlete calling for pupil solidarity and resistance
to gutter education wers widely distributed on the Peninsula,
They stated that most of the pupile' grisvances involvad
Ragconomic issuss strongly felt In working clase arsas like
Hanover Parks The burden of enforced uniforms, expensive
stationary and text books and Forced levies, hits working
e¢lass Ffamilies hard™, The pamphlet went on to say that students
had "mobilised againat their inferior sducstion which keaps
them in their oppresssd position™,

Fezela High, ID Pkiza and Langa High schools; sll based
in african townshipes, Jjoined the United Education Front
planning committes,
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B0;04;73: A masa meating wes held wheres repressntatives of
african; indian and coloured pupils in thes WUesstern Caps wers
Joined by students from UYL and Hewatt Training College. It
uas decided not ta launch an Immedists boyocott of classes, am
cartaln victories had been won from ths authorlties (ths resoval
of prineipals, = promise to repair school bulldings). Instead,
Coloursd Relationes wams given wuntlil the end of the month Lo
fully meat tha dll!ﬂdl previoualy made.

A repressntative of Belgravias High school explained that
the promisss made by Stayn were insuffisnt,

"The steps undsrtaken by FMr Stayn, to supply propesr
taxt books and to kesp the school bulldings in good
repair are the run—of=the=mill things any good
edministration should do.

What we are dissatisfled with is the gensral low
standard and poor conditlones surrounding coloured
sducation®.

BD,04,74, Despite the decision teken the previocus day not to
lasunch & boycott of classes at present, hundreds of pupile de
begin to boycott lessons st school, At Fezela High Seheool in
Euqulitu. BOD hnyunttinu punlll demand the right te Torm an
SRCy the same dillnd is made st Wynbarg Senlior Secondary; whilae
placards reading "reject raclal sducetion™ are put up b
pupiles st Bridgetown and Steenberg High. =
A mass masting is held at Wewatt Training Collesge, and thers
is s oall for sn isssdiate boycott of classes protssting
sgainet inferior recisl sducation.
80,04,15. Pupile st Spes Sona High School, one of the largest
schools in the Athlone ares; boycott classem; and demonstrate
by marching srcund the school, &nd placing placards on the
schoel fence satting out thelr grisvances.
A total stay—away From classes Ls reported Trom Parkwood High
Sehoal,

BO;04,96, Ailnister St-?n says that "positive attention' im
being given to the pupils' grievances.
Fuplls decids to boycott classes until the end of the wesk,
and then to decide on Ffurthsr action.
Many more achools join the boycott of classes,
B0,04,17, Elsiss Alver High, Elswood High, Bellville South
High, Mananburg, Silverstone High, Manenburg High and
Gordons High School in Somersst West are reported to ba
bayeotting clammes.
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B0,04,18+ Cathkin High in Heldeveld joins the boycotty pupile discrimination in sducation,
at Vista High School walk out of classes and demonstrate-in
the school quadranglaj for ths third day running, pupils &t
Egnsington High School cefuse to attend classes. I
The only indian High School in Cape Town, Aylands, joins tha
boycott of classes, A statement Lfe lssusd by RAylands boycotters
dedicating themsslves to ®fight ocppression and racist education
which divides us Trom our Fellow South Africansa™, It is

further stated that education Is an "ideologlcal control en

the part of the state” designed to "train peoples for ths cheap
labour market".

A mase mewting of 2 000 at UWC decides to boycott all tests,
assigneents and classes, A meeting of 700 parente in the
Grasay Fatk atea decides Eo support ths puplls in thelr

boycott of classes and demands, Schools in George and Worcestar
Join the boycott of cleasman.

The general thems af the boycott In the Westsrn Cape suggesta

that sducation preparss scholars to becoms & chesp labour
forca for cepltalism.

80,04,2%, It is reported that more than 100 000 students from
70 schools in the Westarn Caps and Witwatersrend ars boycotting
clamses.Esrate High School, Pretoria, Reiger Park High Sehool,

Boksburg, and Vredenberg Senior Secondary Schoel in Saldanha
pelice and flying squad forces Intercept anmd break up the march, I Bay Join in the boycott

Steyn says that tha lssue is not ons of education, but of

In Johannesburg, betwssn 2 000 and 5 000 coloured school

ghildran march in protest sgainst 'inferler education', Security

00,04,22. Boycott of classes spresde to Natal and Free State.
Becket Tralning College,; Durban, and Or Blok High School,
Blosmfonteln clossd when students demonstrate. Pupils at

Lenasla schools hljin boycotting classes, as do students at

gchildren being influsnced by propagands, He sccussa suspsnded
AIAPD preaalident, Curtis Nkondo, of going to tha Wgsteln Caps to
inecite scholars, and notes that Nkondo "is not s coloursd man',
80,04,19, Over 25 000 puplls ars reported to bam boycotting

Fordeburg Teachars Training College; 2 Durben colouced schools,
clapsss. In tha Western Cape, the boycott spreads to Strand and I a Durban Teachers® Training College, and pupile at a Kimberlsy
Somarset Jest schoole. schools

At Hewatt Collage 248 representailves From 62 Uesteacn Cape
sducational institutions mest and decides that the boycott
should econtinus thes following week., Thay call on pupils to

go to school/campus, but to stay sway from classms,.
Representatives are present from almost every senlor secondary
school on the Penlnsula, s well as from Paarl; Worcester,
Stallenbosch and a nuaber of tartiary educational institutions.
Thay rsjsct statesments made on thelr behalf to the prass by
‘racist bodies' like the Labour Party, lecturers at racist
institutions, and "resctlionary organisations like tha Caps
Teachera' Professicnal Association (CTPA).

10 000 pupils hold m rally Lln Bommont; outside Johannssburg,
end riot police in campuflege uniform Fire tear-gas ko

disperss B D00 marching pupils in ths strsets of Athlonas

The pupils repressntative committes criticises the -Athlons
marchars, saying that thay had violated a majority declsion
taken not to leave school premisss during boycott action.

Thas boycott reaches Port Elizabesthy 1 000 puplils at Bethslsdorp
High School, and hundreds In East London Jjoin in demonstrations,
Demonstrations of support are held at Oudtshoorn, GCenadendal in
tha Little Faroo, on the East and dest Rand, and at the
University of Natal.

An umbrells student body Ls elected at this meeting, to | B0,04,23. Police fire & shot, snd baton charge 500 students
represent all institutions pressnt. A seriss of demands, trying to hold a mesting at Eldorado Park, Tesrgas is used to
ineluding tha abolition of raclal sducation, integration of bresk up another mesting in Kliptown, snd several pupils are
all schools, the phasing out of armed soldier-teachars, snd injured,

the creation of auvtonomous SAC's at schools, are made. | In Natal, 6 000 students snd puplils ars reported to be
B0,04,20, Students at the University of Natal medical school boycotting, and police use teargas to disperse pupils at

decide to boycoett thelr graduation ceremony to protest sgainest deantworths




Curtlis Nkondo addresses students at Wite University, end calle
for = white role in the boycott, Arguss that white sducation is
by no means parfect: it sims at Lndeckrination, while black
sducation alms at dosestication. A few hours latar, Nkondo Im
detained by sscurity pelice. This marks the beglnning of a largs
sscurlty pollce swoop, with an sver-growing number of people
being detalned,

B0,04,24. It i» Tevealsd that the govermnment was warned six
months previously that "coloured sducation was in a mess,

and headsd for collapsa'. Warning was lssused by the Transvaal
Regdonal Education tl-llttll, with 50 000 children under its
lui;[:ll.

Police baton-charge 500 Chatsworth pupils holding a sflant
protest in their school grounds, and arrest two,

Pupile at Durban Indisn Girls High School, Gandi Desal,

Orisnkt High, Sastrl Collage; AL S5ultan Technikon, Witse
University, Transveal College of Education and Laudium High
Sechool join boyoott.

Furthar reports of boycotte from Klerksdorp; Roodepoort,
Potchefstroom, Middelburg (Transvesl), Grahamstown,
Pistersaritzburg. Police say that in only thres

dxqiniﬁn| - Korthacn Netel, Notharn Fres Stats and

Namibis - have barnutt- not besn reported.

2 000 parantas messt in Bellville and express soliderity with
student demandes !

4 000 pupilas hold a mass maating in Eesst Paarl,

1 000 hupilu in Grabouw boyoott classes; while all

senior secondaty schools in Fort £lizebeth, Uitenhaga,
Husansdorp and CGraaff-feinet are reported te be boycotting
classes,

B0,04,25. Students at Actonville, Benoni, Randfontein; Eastern
Cape and Durban reported to be Joining boycott, 16 out of »
total of 17 indian and coloured high achools in the Esstern

Cape ares involved in the boycott of classss,
1

A NUMBER of important featurss have smerged from the current
boycott of classss. Thess are most cbvicus in the Western
Caps campalgn, whare pupll sctivity appsats to be sore
organised and sophisticated than slsewhere.
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1« The puplla have continually emphasised that the ma jority
of them come From working class Temiliew, end that tha
financial burdens of recial education are being borne by the

working class (thelr parents). In one of their pamphlets, they
writs that

s are swvare as students cemling from worklng cleswe
backgrounds that our parents cannot afford to provida
sheltery food and sducation For uss The policy of tha
state is to make LIt Flnanclally difficult for us to stay
at sachools We are then forced to lsave school and jJoin
the cheap labour force®, :

(RESIST AGAINST RACIAL EDUCATION).

The pupils have sececrdingly conceptuslised their currant
struggle as = yorking class issus, rather than an

gducationgl ilssus. They have ssan that while reclal -uunntinn
affects all bleacke in South Africa; Lt affects working clams
families in & more serlous way thsn petty bourgolis hltnh-
families. 4

2; Awlated to the sbove Ls the way the puplles of the Yestern
Clpi sss the whole question of "inferior' sducation. They have
ﬁnt. in general, argued Tor eguality with white education, for
they realise that white education is s Tunctional to ;
sxploitation and opprasslion as hlunh_ldu:ltlnn ile; They hava
strassed that the sducation they receive ie functional to _
ths saintsnance of ths ruling capitalist class &n South Africa,
and in re)escting that form of sducation, they also Iljlﬂt_thl-
political and sconomic system as & whole.

The pupils have not ssked for technical improvesents in
the gquality of sducsation only = batter Iluuilinrlilf-lurl
funds stc,. Thay have also damanded & changs in the sociasl
content of sducation.

5.« This is shown in the slogan thay have adopted = AWAY WITH
RACIAL EDUCATION, They have not called for equality with white
sducation, but rather for an end to recially=based systems of
sducatlon. Implicit in this L5 = eritlque of the nature and
function of white sducstion as producing oppressors, Just as
black sducatlion nrﬁuuull the oppresssd,

4, The pupils criticgus of thes sducation thay receiva has
ineluded an anti=capitalist position. They have seen
thamaslves 88 produced as cheap labour for a capltalist




sCongmy

"ie reject spartheid and the asconomic aystem it is
maintalinings

Every studsnt in South Africe should rsalise that thay

ars the workers of tomortow and thay will be sxploited
1ike Ehalr parents.

Ww reject the sxploitstion of our parents thes workera®,

The boyeotting puplls have accordingly situated thair
education within s broader soclal context; sessn the linkas
betwsesn sducation and malntenanhge of an exploitative
system; and reslised that & changes in education involves a
changa in ths whole soclsl systas,

S, A atrong current of non-racislism has besn prasent in the
sctivitiss of the ¥estarn Cepe puplls, This has not only shown
itaslf in the sllisnce between african; coloursd and indisn
scholare,; but also in the way the pupils of Crystal Senior
Secondary School demanded the reinstatessnt of 3 victimised
teachecs who happensd to ba white,; This non-racislism has
manifested itsslf ss en allience of progressive Torces,
rathar than an inter=racisl solidecity Tor ites own sake.

fs Tha pupile have worked hard In sxplasining the naturs of
their demands to other students,; end to tha community at
large. Mass mpetings of teachers, parsnts and othara living
in coamunities affected have bgpen held; snd the slogan af
solidarity betwesn students; workers and parents has besan
gliven s content and reslitys .

Ts Aalated to the sbove has bman the sttempts to snsurs that
thes whole boycott campalgn is educative Tor its participankts;
and that tha foras of organisatlon which have esmarged are
functional to consclousnass=ralslng.

An important pamphlet Lssuyed explain® that tha short-
term demands of the pupile must be linked to long term demands.

"Thess short term victorles, howsver, ars incomplete until
they are linked up with long term goals, We must ses how
thess short term demandes gre linked up with the political
and sconomic system of this country. We must ses how ths
fall/pass rats in schools are linked up with the labour
supply for the capltalist system, how low guality school
buildinges are linked to the unsgual sllosation of funds
to sducation for children of ths oppressed and childran
of the oppressor; how ingdequate library Fecllitiese are
linked with tha nesd o tonfine and limit the thoughte

of the oppressed, how distorted history text books ace
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linked with the nemd to obscure and propagandiss sgainst
the proud*history of resistance of ths indigsnous people
againat sconomic slavery, how, in fact, the wholwe

sducetional system sgainst which we ars rebelling, stems

from the fact that we are denled basic political righta
snd thus politicel powsr®,

I'Ts UP P ALL SoUTH RRRICANS 7o
PECHE WHAT 1mE5,ﬂ=grqyﬁ? hollL ‘t'_‘F###gJ
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