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RURAL RESISTANCE: the Batlokwa

OVER the past B months, there has been a
h oute i di
Statement issued by the Makgato families e sutary In The Bacia aheut the fate of
the 66 000 Batlokws people - both those who
who resisted forced removal.
. have accepted, as well as those who have
resisted government remowval.
BACKGROUND

] | k] i il i) . THE Batlokwa people live in the Sekgosese
On 23 Bentombar mg_ﬂw-mn-ntmﬂf_:g:;}; :El{:*g!':'g;lﬂ?;ﬂ“ﬂu district of Lebowa, about 50 km north of
e e e e e T T e i it} Temilime Pietersburg. There are-two tribal authori-

on 01 = 10 = 79, howsver; ths remcvals took a new turn.Femiiles wers ties in the area under Chief Machaka and
farsed to move. LE wes on this that Familisd who wabs to

removels pought- shalter at the nelghbouring villa Chief Romakgopa. The land on which the
thoss Oovermment officials started brea diwn

the contents and roofimg mterisls to s aof Batlokwa people live is their own. Apart
the hoose wes sbasnt, would ocarry

family's belongings. In the ohes whers from the tribal locations, there are
rried away in the abosnos of bar

collectively bought Farms as well as trust
farma grented to the people. The Batlo-
kwa's right to the land, according to one

of the tribal councillors, was 'guaranteed

'nth.ﬂut. they found in the houss. In many csses walls of rondavals ua by Paul Kruger'.
| brokan down I" and the thatchsd H-n:l"lnn'l.l H-lntmlul' fall in and 9

E:h m&“ﬂ“ﬂﬂfm"m _:-:I.:: r_r'i m:::.:r In about 1762 the Makgato tribe who
-] n a

rlm ::.::t:‘.nﬁl:. There are familiss whoas ~ro-ertisa Wore Femoved were 'sqguatters' on a European owned farm
L1 ] m m- .

Housss were oarslessly brokss down in thess Temcvals, Hards of cattls, at Munnik, south-west of Soekmekaar, were
shean and n:l'-:mlﬁwﬂ servied sy shilat tinde eins pon Seiaitell badnls - moved to the Trust Farm Klipplaatdrift
m.um fu:“ﬂihthn {ﬂﬂ:" e whe Rk ived no (No 508) which adjoins the Matoks

L PEOPEETIES TAKEN ANAY (Machaka) tribal area. It is this group

ROICOLA 1 3 Roafing mterisla. of people who now, 18 years later, have
b Door framss and -nun frama and doors.

Banchaa and dss once again accepted removal.
Eertls Pecepd Baaing via {11 Babome_ books

Begistars While the Batlokwa people have occupied
lih Finacoial Books ate.

their land since time immemorial, the recent
LM :: mi?n:t:ﬂ. window frames and docrs attempts to move them have not been the

i 1) Beafd tarials firat bureaucratic intervention in the
ZKIDAL AUTHORITY ; o. ALl squiphent vis (1) foofing Sataviels o

franes and doorss Batlokwa's chosen way of life. The
(111} !IIHJIII. tablesa, ohairs,

watsr tanks and fenaing institution of agricultural pleanning, or
matarials.

be The Tribal cars betterment, has always meant considerable
as 6 Afrikender bulls balonging to the tribas ;

upheaval for the rural population of South
willingly” refcyed lesa than one hundred, that
1 E“'w_ tribal nronertiss as the balk of the tribs bas Africa. This is becsuse the division of




the land into rigidly demarcated resident-:
ial, arable and grazing areas, means that °
in most ceses, people have to move their
houses into 'lines'. Under no circum=
stances is compensation given for houses
that have to be pulled down and rebuilk,
and this division has usually meant that
the amount of land available to Families
for ploughing is severely restricted. The
Batlokwa area, as were most of the Ffarms in
the northern Tranavaal, was "planned'. In
1954 the pecple From the more remote and
scattered homesteads were brought nearer
to the more densely populated areas, and
in 1959 the entire area was 'planned’'.

It must be recognised then, that for
the Batlokwa; as well as for the Mekgato
people, removal is not new. Their
exparience with planning and 'squatter®
removal has tsught them exactly what
resettlement means and why they should
resist it. Thier prior experience of
having to break down houses, move their
possegseions and recreate thqir homea
(even ifi only a couple of miles further),
should be remembered when people try to
understeand their

The reasons

present militancy .

for the present removal
are not entirely It is said that
im 1977 the area was excised from Lebowa.
This meant that it became a 'black spot'
in 'white' South Africa (and from then it
was no longer shown in the maps as part of
Lebowa) and the land could be expropriated
and the people living on it moved so that
the consolidation of the Lebowa 'homeland’
could be completed. The measure was
gazetted inliugu:t 1978 under Regulation

claar.

R2Z17 (Government Gazette No 6139,

23th AhQUlt 1978, page 2). This meant

that the areas were exciped from the juris-
diction of the legislative assembly of
Lebowa and weres thus 'black spots' under
central government control. However, today
it is still the Lebowa administration

which is responasible for education in the
area, for collection of taxes, stock
counting, ete, and all that Proclamation
R217 hes done is to legally dispoases

the population of their rights to the

land.

The land belonging to the Batlokwa
people is the only black area through which
the road leading to the northern border
pasaes. It is this which has prompted
statements such as the following:

Their removal is viewed by (the
tribea) as a provision for the so-
callad '"white corridor® for the
security forces to the North (Star,
78.11.15).

It was only on the 2ZBth September,
1978, that the chiefs of the area were
summoned by the Chief Commissioner for the
Northern Areas, and informed that they were
to be resettled inm the Kromhoek area near
Vivo in the Bochum magisterial district
(Star, 76.11.15).

Chiefs Machaka and Romakgopa were both
determined not to move, and they tried te
orgenise a meeting of their people to hear
gbout the proposed removals when the whole
tribe, including migrants,; would be there.
Toe have had the whole population together
presumably meant that the meeting would
have had to teke place in December/January

when most migrants were on holiday. How-
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ever, this did not happen and on November
15, 1978, a meeting consisting mainly of
women was addressed by the Deputy Secre-
tary, Serfontein. The meeting was said to
have besn a atormy one, with protests,

and people atating that they would not
move (Ster, 78.11.16).

In the meantime, the third chief in
the ares; Chief Hakgsto From the farms
Klipplaastdrift, agreed to be moved. The
two dissenting chiefs were summoned by
the Chief Comsmissioner to attend a litting
shortly after this; but did not attend
because ‘no agenda was provided' (Voice,
79.05.22). The meeting was, however,
attended by Chief Makgato and by the
Lebowa MP for the area, Kobe. (The
shop belonging to Kobe was boycotted by
the people of the ares,; bescause of his
said support for the removals. This
caused his turnover to drop radiecally -
from R&400,00 to R5,00 s day. Eventually
he was forced to close the shop (Post,
79.06.22)).

It was then decided that the resettle-
ments would be discussed between the
Lebowa Legislative Assembly and Dr Koornhof
at Sheshego on July 4. The Minister was
expected to outline the government plan for
the removals. On the seme day the Batlokwa
people put forward a memorandum to Koorn-
hof asking that Proclemation RZ17 be with-
drawn,; and that plans for the removals be
halted. (As yet no official removal notice
had been served on the chiefs and to date
the houses have not yet been numbered.

This means that people are still free to
continue building).




On the 3rd October, 19792, the real
drama started. The time had come for the
people living under Chief Makgato to
move. It was reported im the RDM (79.10.
03) that hundreds of Ffamilies at Dwars
River flad when police r%th 30 trucks
moved in to resettle them.

The homes of several people who
refused to move were demolished and it was
also reported ssveral days later that some
of the people who had been resettled at
Kromhoek were returning to their old homes
and discouraging their friends from leaving
the ares. By now the Makgato people who
had stayed at Dwars River had abandoned
their homes, and were setting up a
'uquatt;r’ camp in the bush.

The response of the Chief Commission-
er to the returning people was to state
that "{t)he people who are already resattle
there can't come back. IF they do they'll
be committing an offence. You must expect
some resistance (mgainst the removals)
but once they are settled they will be
happy' (Ster, 79.10.30).

On the 9th October, 1979, another
meeting of the chiefs was scheduled at the
Northern Transvaal Commissioner's court
where complaints by Chief Solomon Makgato
were to be heard. He said that, 'They
(Chiefs Ramakgopa and Machaka) ha d
his people” .

taken
The chiefs rejected this alle=-
gation claiming that they 'had offered
sanctuary to stranded people’ (RDM, 79.10
11) .

Initially only 78 out of &14 Makgato
families accepted remowval From Dwars River.
This meant that the vast majority of 53é

familiesd had totally rejected the moves.
Chief Mekgato's reasona for moving were

that he wanted to settle at Kromhoek because
the village at Dwars River was scattered.
The comments of his people about the
removals shovw clearly that they did not
gshare his attitude,
the bush said that, "We don't want to move
g0 we are making sure that when they come
to take uvs away we won't be here'.

Apart from police pressure to get
people to move to Kromhoek, B people were
arreated, 14 detained, a number of others
assaulted, and at least one person bitten
by a police dog (RDM, 79.10.03; Posat,
79.10.04).

On the 25th October the RDM reported
vhat was perhaps the worst tragedy of all:

Feople fFleeing into

Mosima Sekole, a Batlokwa migrant who worked

in Johannesburg, returned home to find that
his wife and children had moved to Kromhoek
leaving behind their home that had taken
years to build. He was later Found hanged.
The removal vas also characterised by
considerable intimidation of young people.
According to a report in Post (79.10.08)
"Boys had taken to the hills for fear of
police. They have been the main target of
police patrols', and '"Only ten people have
been detained according to Brigadier D
Nothling, Divisional Chief of Police in
the Northern Tramsvaal, but people in the
area spoke of vans "coming and going"
loaded with detainees, mainly students'.
On the 15th October, 7 000 students From
the schoole in the ares boycotted the
lessons and steaged a Z0 km march protest-

ing against the removals and particularly
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about the fate of all the Makgato scholars
wvho were now out of school. At Mokomene
High School there was also considerable )
intimidation of students - some were banned
from Lebowa schools altogether, while
attempts weare made to force the rest of the
student body to fill in forms stating who
the leaders of the strikes wvere {(Post,
79.11.05).

Ultimately, the Makgato scholars were
absorbed into the other Batlokwa schools;
the teschers who had refused to move were
transferred an8 the Makgato Families who
had stayed behind found refuge with friends
ang relastives., Yet the warning by a Cathol=
ie priest in the ares that, "Unless an
acceptable and lasting solution to the pro-
belm of the displaced Makgato people can
be found soon; real trouble lies ahead!
(Post, 79.12.04) is an indication of the
real problems. Speaking about the prowvi-
sion of food parcels and blankets he said,
'What we are doing here might ultimately
prove dangerous becsuse this is & temporary
relief. These people need & permanent
home which we cannot offer and unleas
an scceptable solution is found immediste-
ly real trouble with the possibility of
viorence lies ahead'.

This is the precise point sbout the
removala. Resekttlement in whatever form
it appears - whether as betterment achemes,
slum clearance, 'black spot' removal is a
violent and brutal process. It usually
meana that people'a maeterial conditions
deteriorate. The amount of money they will
have to spend on building a new house,

on imcreased travelling expenses, means




impoverishment. The trauma and insecurity
of resettlement likewise has severe
The division of tribe

against tribe, brother against brother,

‘effects on people.

husband against wife is an effect of any
forced removal. The breakdown of communities
of the unity and coherence which can only
grow in & situation in which people are
secures, has not yet been fully explored.

What is becoming more and more clear
is that these are not incidental side-effects
of removal but are integral te it. In other
wvords, removal of people is not simply a
physical act, it is part of m process and
a strategy that seeks to push increasing
numbers of South Africa's people into ever-
more remote and inhospiteble areas. Areas
where these people,; broken and fFragmented
by the experience of removal and all that
it means, are left to exist under conditians
of ingcreasing apathy and powerlessness.

Chief Solomon Makgato and his people
have already undergone one major resettle-
ment. The enduring effects af this and
the memories of it may well be one reason
why he did not have the apirit to resist
being moved yet again.

Today Chief Solomon Makgato and his
people are sattled at Kromhoek in the
As yeat they
@llocated arable land and
Most
there have begun to build
brick houses,; but in late
still living in tente and in corrugated iron
houses. There is one school that has been
built, but the other is still a completely
corrugated Airon building.

have not beean
the fate of their
of the people
mud and esven

Bochum area.

stock is uncertain.

February some werse

The numbers aof

open plots - planted with mealies by those
resident - is & testimony to the numbers of
people who wouldn't move, as are the zinc
latrines to be glilplud through the bush.
The pesople at Kromhoek are suspicious of
atrangara. ALt the same Lime they are
completely defenaive about the move,
making such statements as:
better here;, we have taps,
As yet, the rest of the Batlokwa people]
have not moved. They are still as deter-
mined as ever in their resolve not to move.

Things are

It would also seem that the government has,
in the face of this militancy, back tracked.
The rest of the removale have bean postponed
until after the report of the Van der Walt I
Commission on land consolidation. In
addition, it was reported in the Rand Daily
Mail (80.04.09) that Koornhof, while
addressing thi Zionists at Morie in the
Pietersburg area; had said that there would
bea no fFurther removals in the area.

More realistically however, Koornhof's
promises in the past have contained a sting
in the tail, and the numbers of cut plots
at Kromhoek indicate that rather than
giving in, the government is stepping baeck
and giving itsell time to devise & new
and probably more sophistocated strategy.
It is this which the Batlokwa people should
guard against, for their stand up to now

has demonstrated with force that unity is
strength.

It is only the maintenance of

this ‘unity thst will ultimately allow them
to win their struggle.

= = =
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RURAL
RESISTANCE :

the Matlala:

IT IS COMMON in South Africa that clashes
between groups of blacks, for which no
apparent explanations can be easily found,
are termed 'faction fighta'. The term
carries with it connotationa of
irrationality, tribaslism, and unreasoned
violence. All too often, however, the use
of the term 'faction fight' reveals, more
than anything else, the ignorance and
prejudice of the writer. This article
attempts to reveal the logic and the
history behind one of these so-called
*faction fights'.

The Post newspaper reported on
79.12.24. that the Lebowa police had
detained 56 people after the petrol-
bombing and stoning of Chief BK Matlala's
home in the Nothern Transvaal. The report
stated that this was the second attack
within a week and was the culmination of
8 long-standing feud. The group of pecple
who attacked the chief's home, injured his
guard and caused damage to the value aof
R25 000 are known as the Congress People.
They comprise s group who have maintained
an anti-government stand for more than 30
yeara. They have always refused to pay
taxes, allow their cattle to be dipped,

or move into demarcated areas. (Poat
79.12.24).






