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STATEMENT ISSUED IN RESPONSE TO THE DECLARATION OF THE STATE OF
EPIERGENCY

This declaration is merely a forrr Iisation of what has already
obtained in so many parts of the country . It

	

ression of
fear,Afear th :

	

e a - • . ' ties of the • -

	

e and SADF would be ex-
posed by

	

independent commission of Enquiry . PIore than this
howe - ' , i t i s an acknowl adgeme.ht of failure, an acknowledgement

t this government rules without legitimacy .

We in the UDF understand full well that the state of emergency is
intended to cripple us But ', the will of the people cannot 'be beaten
into subrii s s i on .

	

xh ~x ~ ~x~~r~ax hex ~$ x~~~ax ~ ~x l~~t
In the face of imminent detention,' we are forced to continue to
speak the truth . All Sot~i Africans must know that the prevailing
situation is the product off repression . Genuine economic grievances
have rapidly been transforrried into legitimate political demands,
anger has made. way for bitterness, fuelled by detentions, trials
and the SADF in our townships . The shrtsightedness of this govern-
ment is thus further exposed .-. if the -situation --in which our t©wr
ships have become ungovernable is the product of repression, how
can more repress±on change this?

This declaration

	

e-s the options _forpeaceful change . We must
call to mid that the armed trug le w s decided as an option inthe wake of the previous declaration or emergency . Today we are
forced to ask the all-important question,- .Is P .W Botha, by unleashing
more guns on the people,saying that change in this country will only
come by the barrel of . a gun??
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