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SACBC Mkhatshwa's Address
Three recent events have shaken the South Africad Church
o its foundations. The flirst was the heavy-handed clamp-
down on 18 o prations un J3th February, We are old
that the povernme had o option Bul b Lehe sk dfayis
mian measures 0 slem he de of fovoluton Seher the ai-
resis and detentmns of thousanads of South Al ans nor the
natonal state of emergencs had hat the dosired effet oo
wrasbung all appisitivn

Im spate of the relative calm arsd the o visiema of o plethara
of internal securnity begislaton. Pretoria saw 1L o gpag all
el et _p;-...;rful L The - T T BT | T
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Document have been vindicated  Ln s miroduioery Chaplor
the document saud: “South Africa has been plunged anto .
crisis that 15 shaking the foumdations s thers i gvedy on
dication that the crisis has vals st Beoun and thal i wii
.].:.tpe_n and become even maore threatesn g an e adihis b
come  Semce o oy ol the natute of o cppIcesan waelin
b beyiwiie 14000 s nlenl, pea.s s 1o e L
prepare Ienselves fof saise daks

Sevunadly, the peaschul protest s Puoseioed Chui
leaders n 29 February i Cape Towr has heihichted .
cHaacs B s Peisk Baaboms thal s s k
gun-toting AW B Jememrato s 1 Fraie 14 a0 towalac.
dignity, Jhurchmen, whane only weapes wete Hinies, Mo
buooks and 2 pelition were yuieybed fo arrosd and sttuch wt!
4 P,II:’T[L.: water canmon Moaghef, 1o Jifles
uft e Howses of Parliamment weae w it % Do foe aond
pelitian whal neser made 12 L 3 B owdeot P [
read
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We rewdrd owf FERIRTIOAS Mol cno b oMl wdddia ol
demogratie actviy on Sowrh Afrioa 20 e d Been dinuded
at the Reart of the Cherch s mugsacn @ Mouit Afmna

The wativifies which hawe Beea proeboied are comlfl
sire prosclarmation of the Guopel imvwr ooumir und we mui
sl IF clear that, no mamer whad The Oonseuences, we mil
explore een Pun.pbff SVERLE JUF onimat PAE iR
which vou have plllabuzed other bodie s from wndersalong

We wall not be stopped from campuicug o the relean
af priseners, from calling for clemen o for fnose ander
sentence of death, from calling for the wrbanmag of polihicul
orpanisanions, from calling for the release o politiud leadees
to negotiate the transfer of power fe . e prople of our
country, from commemaranng sigmifioan eaenis ia the life
uf our nation, from commemoranay thoor who baue died m

wheat you call ‘rots *or from calling on the weraonal -

muniry (o apply presnere to force you 1o the g duiiing iufle

We urge you o take the flliwing smmedidte action
® Liff last week's restrictions and end the Site o

Emergency.

8 Unban polincel orgamisations  reiedse wHa 0mo
restrictions on vur podifical ledders Do fes T Rl
and free all detwnees '

® Enter negotiations for a disprosistaonan mhah e e
ran live together in peace. freedom and jualie.

In responding W the cutrent sris=, the Church feels we
must primanily address the uppre.scd pevple inour land,
for it s they who will decide i the final nalysin wheis apait
heid is going to be abolished We urge the oppressed toan
tensify the struggle for pustice-and peas 10 accordance w it
the Gospel and we encourage them mot to kose hope — 1o
victory against evil in this world is puarantesd By Ohar Livrd

For our pan, we commit vurselves o explonng evers
possible avenue fur continuing o carry oul the adiitice
which have been banned 10 o far i we behieve they are wae

TE-n3
= anal especially SAs mapor irading pariners — will wake
up o the fact that this unrepresentalivg government is
threatening their imterests as well as the lives and secunity
of Mk and whitg South Adrwans. The gosernment has shown
quite ¢learly that s has motheng fe offer but instabiliy and
Rlamsdshied It migst be sidated to force o off the aw ful path
it has chosen. The final recent dangerous event is the pro-
clamwarwen of a Bl toowirtually siop all funding from osersess,

Reactionary elements and government supporien will carry
on therr activibies as before. 1t is in thes conext that everyonc
wants 1o know what the Church ought to be deang at this
poent . But the crucal question on everybody s mind right
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Whar comtribution can the church make in this hour of
darkness?

These, then, are but a few of the fundamental questions
ahich peuple are asking the church, especially duning these
srosabled fumeess

| wish now 1 suggest tvamples of what the church can
B b0 b criss We do acknow iedge with !I.Fpl'lrlill.lllhl the
soamd work already dune by the charch vis-a-vis apartheid

I g sttwatzon of bater conflt ard racial animosity, the
Cmutoh mast strove fur peace and reconcilation. We must
eeten ta adad that this stiving fur peace and reconciliation
s o struggle to eradacate apartherd and s stRuCtures.

There canmot be genuine peace a long as the whaite munonry
sulos the black maguwriy 1.n-|.'|.1'-.1u! therr mandate of consent.
e oan forget about revun duanon s long a5 the bannusanisa-
on programme conbiiues and the black people are denied
b o EEERAA I Re sl I une Fatherfand  Withow subscnb-

ng te any spesific polifical phiosophs . the <hurch is ex-
s B Bee ol Baor a4 S o iB3h P d o de e Py, Wifli-
v antive amad reedois L0 osomef the task of the church v
ceotiber fone g dertiofae s stoald Dy organisod, except e
Gty thal dettanfdes Mwiazs bR powdr of the people w
Zovarn IRSMSCIvE™
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wrodi st o Bewessiy fand 3 stanad n this putter Here
Lcant Unfistians should nol be dogmatic aboyl how te
o et shslEi sEmegle = structured . Believers are oblig-
s Tos paftc ipate 1 the struggle for iberatwn and for a just

cgte I as both silis s weell as dishonest to profess love
©oe o ne s wphieewrs wtboul, ot the same Tune. fEmuving

o ooasds whil kewgy thent o bondage

2wl of wacleig sich gy vty i SA. the church
wobh stand Wiy Dy or sumply promuse prayers. Many -
coomt peuple ate Jying every day - Leaders of progressive
srganisations are Jisappeaning  Hundréds of South Africans
arean gl of a8 enile for ther opposituen to apartheid. The
soverment has effectively muzzlead free self-capression and
rutnn SA The dissnformation strategy and mind contred
save by now been orgamsed with scientific precision.

P Church must ceaselessly campaign agunst arbitrary
Jetenton and the state of emergency . In mounting such 3
-autipraign the Church shuuld very closely co-operate with
Seutwrat organisations . There 1s 4 persecution which the
UChurch needs to examine as crtcally as possible; | shall
Jeseribe o as “evangehcal repressmn’, It wuches the very
casemce of the church’™s miniatry and reason for existence.

Husworically, the Church has distinguished itself in the fiedd
of education. In SA tuday there is a battle for the minds of
soung pevsple. There 15 a fundamenial conflict between banbu
educatnsm and what i popularly known as people’s educe-
trort. Last, but by no means least, the churgh muost be the
fiving example ol vomgassion and mercy. Dare they embark
ot practwal acteon 1o empawer the majonty, and so risk cen-
sure by the whites — or do they stay at the level of public
starements with minimum practical or effective actica? Il is
this comradiction and dilemma which drives many politically
conscious people out of the church ... Ciry Presr 13.3.88



