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Compatriots,

A new yeer has begun, bringing with it fresh hopes and new challenges.
I am sure that I express our collective conviction when I say that
during this deaaﬂﬂ, each Year has brought us closer to our cherished
goal = the total liberation of our country,

The bells that rang in the low Year were, for us, a call to battle,
summoning us to ever greater ihvolvement and persistence in the
atfﬁgglﬂ for democratic change, We can and will meet the new challenge
successfullys The confidence with which we make- this bold assertion is
based on our unflinching commitment to fight with all owr might, making

all the necessary sacrifices, until victory iz ours,

Compatriots,

Today, January Oth, 1985, wc observe and cclebrate 73 years of the
African National Congress. 4s has been the practice in the past, the
National Excoutive Committoe of the ANC addresses an annval message to
you on this our National daye To do so is both a duty and a privilego.

It is a duty because history has entrusted ve with the destiny of our
country, and we thercfore must togother render to one another, to the
allies and active supporters of our struggle, and to history itself, an
account of our stowardship over the past twelve monthaes We must together
analysc and learn from our experience on the battlefront to victory, to
carve out the path +to our historically determined destinations

To address you, compatriots, on Januvary &th, 1985, is a privilege. For,
we are addressing a fighting people, who during a particularly forocious
offensive by the enemy, have accumulated a rocord of resistance and
struggle worthy of our great herocs and martyrs, a people who not only
have the resilicnce that defica deleat, but also the capacity 1o risc
to the challenges. of the hour and move on to the offensive, a peuople
with a glorious future to Tight for, a toush and brutal enemy to face,
an assurcd and cpoch-making victory to wine
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It is § ycars since we rallied our people around the demands of the
Freedom Chartor during 1980, the Year of the Charters This ycar, as

we mark the 30th anniversary of that historic document, we can with
confidence say that in struggley; millions of us have roaffirmed that the
Froedom Gha&tar congtituies the embodiment of our decpest aspirations
and the blueprint for a new Sﬂutﬁ Africea,.

1984 saw us take bold steps.farwar& on the road tu-fraadnm. The path

we have traversed was fravght with ‘numerocus dangers and hazards, But
despite these, it is clear at the end of 1984 - the Year of the Homen,
that we have svcoceded in shifting the balanece of power within our coun-
try in favour of the foreces fighting for national liberation, social
justice and genvine peace in Southern Africa, Through persistent collece
tive labour and dedication we have made significant progross in forging

a mighty peoplels movement against the racist monstrosity. 4As we said
last year, it is in the attack that vietory is to be found.

By attacking, we defeated the efforts of the racist regime to mobilise
the Ipdian and Coloured, or so—called Coloured, sections of the black
population into accoptance of the apoartheid constitutions

By our refusal to be bullied into accuptance of the enemyt!s constitutio=
nal schemes, we reaffirmed our determination to defend the unity of tho
Plack pecpls in pursuvit of & common victory against o common cnemy. We
were asserting the truth that freedom in indivisible, that freedom for
some is frecdom for none, and hence, that no section of the Dblack pﬂﬂﬁle

can be free while another is oppressed,

The defeat of the enemy's plans in AMugust oxprosscd our common assertion
that apartheid cannot be reformed, By boycotting the apartheid elections
we denounced Botha'ls "rﬁfnrm"‘prngrammﬂ aa a sham,

These victorice wore of greab importance for the further advance of our
strursles They sorved to raise the degree of isolation of the oppressive
regime, and sirensthened the ranks of the forces commitied to the victory
of thoe democratic rovolution in our counirys They confirmed our commite
ment to the rovolutionary perspuctivo of the scizurc of power LY the
pecple and the building of a new sociely in o wnited, democratic and
non-racial Soulh Africao.



Comrades and Fricnds,

By attacking, we frustratced the enomy's attompts to contain the mili=
tant democratic trade vnion movement and transform it into a tame and
timid shadow that accords with the regime's wishes,

This increased tho fears that the white minority regime has of the power -
of the quanisﬂd black workors of our ococuntry.

That is why during this past year, as ot other times in tho past, it

has imprisoned, banncd, banished and c¢ven assassinated leaders and
activists of the democratic trade union movement. We take this opportu—
nity to salute the workers of our country who, in the toeeth of the most
vicious racist perasecution, have sustained and kept alive the spirit of
militant democrotic 4raode vnionism such as iz embodied in the policy and
programme of the South African Congress of Trade Unions (SACTU).

During 1984, in addition to the magnificont shop~floor strugglos waged.
by the workers, we were inspirced by tho united action taken by black and
whitc workers, and their various unions, in their confrontation with
Highveld Stcels Again in October, for the first time in 38 yoars, the
black minoworkeors cmbarked on o coordinated netional offensive in this

most sensitive sector of the South African cconomy.

The lesson from the victorics we have goored and the advances we have
made is that, in future, our objective muvst be that whercever o struggle
erupta =~ be it in o mine or factery, o farm or a building site, a shop
or a service centre ~ we must emerge from such struggles with stronger
workers! orzanisations, o higher level of political consciousness and

o greator determination to fipht on as a united foree, whatever the cost
to oursclves os individusls.

The organiscd workcers formed the core of the historic Transvaal stay-
at=home which paralyscd industry and commercc in the eccnomic heart-
land of the country ond compelled the copitalist owners of property

4o spesk out. In oo uwnpreccdented move, the organisations of the lode
ding capitalists drow the attuntion of the ruling group to the fact
that the continuved vse of the uvld methods of repression would only

serve to iuspire tho workers tc intensify their offensive.
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During this massive struggle, we achieved o level of united action among
all sectiohs of the oppressed, and {the democratic foroes as a whole; which
must serve as a basis for the further escalation of thoe vnited peoplels
struggle for the victory of «the national domocratic revelutions We
warmly salute all tho workers and trade unionists who, in action,

affirmed the ocorrocotness of the perspective we put forward last year,
that the offenaive of the working clasas iz, and must be, an integral

part of the national liberation strugslee

Compatriots,

The student and working youth of our country have once more confirmed
their placce in our hearts as tha'pridn'uf tho nations These relentless
fighters for a Sovth Africa that wo can proudly call our own have,
throughout this past year, swelled the ranks of the mass movement by
joining the struggle in hundreds of thousands, Despite the campaign of
murdor and Scrror unlceashed by the racists against them, including the
very young, they have gtood firm in their domands. They have refused
bo break from the ranks of the struggling measses. In saluting our
students and working youth, we can truly say that they have ecarncd for
themselves the honour of being called the Young Lions, | '

Through their ections, supported and reinforccd by the workers and the
parents, they have forced the apartheid regime to give ground on many
jissues, To build on these advances, we must cnsure that the Education
Charter becomee tho common pletform of teachurs, parents ond students

in the mass struggle for a democratic systom of cducation.

A spucial responsibility devolwves on owr youth during 1985, By its
decision to observe the International Year of the Youth, tho racist
roegime has thrown down tho gauntlet to the youth ‘of our country. Among
the numercus crimes this regime has committed and continues o commit
against our poople, some of its most heinous have been specifically
against our youth and children,

On tho shoulders of the apartheid repgime rest such crimes as the scan—
dalously high infant mortality rate omengst black childreni the death
and deformetion of our young as a result of malnutrition; the stunting
of their prowih through the vee of child laboury the warping of their
intellectual development through Boanbu Educaotion.
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South Africa is littored with the graves of young patriots who were
massacred by the apartheid regime in 1976 and in the subsoquent yoars.
This self-zame rggiﬁﬂ, which bears responsibility for these crimes, has,
with great impuﬂmnﬁe, ﬂﬂciﬁqi to observe the International Year of the
Youth, whose motto iss Participation, Development and Peaco! We call
upon the youth to take this year as their own and to use it as a mcans
to advance our own perspectives of youth participetion in society, in
development and in tﬁﬂ struggle for peace., The gains we have sauéud in
youth mobilisation aﬁd qrganisatihn'ppqviﬁa ﬁ basis for greater progress
toward the omorpgence of a society which uﬁll defend and ﬁrumntc the
genwine intorosts of our youthe

Compatriots,

We designated 1984 as "The Year of -the Women" with the express purpose

of concentrating our cfforts on the mobilisation of our womenfold es
active participants in the struggle: weged by our national liberation
movement. The response to our call "Homen Organise and Unite for People's
Powor" has bcen commondable., New democratic women's organisations have

ocmerged, Oreator numbors of owr womenfolk have been drawn into struggle.

We observed historic days like tho 30th anniversery of the Federation
of South African Womcn at impressive rallies, National YWomen's Day -~
fugust 9th ~wes:tmrned into a weck of cempaipning against the frauvdulent
Coloured and Irndian parliamcntery clections. In this manner our womon—
folk further promoted the unity of all thoe oppressed and democratic

forces, transcending the barricrs of race, colour, sex and orucds

Intcnsive srassroot mobilisation of women os cqual perticipants in the
overall national sitruggle has laid the basis for the crcation of a -
national woment's organisation which could be founded on the principles

contained in tho historic Woments Chortor.

Our women were achive in all the baitles which confronted cur communie
ties during the Year, In many of these, -as in Scbokeng, they fought

in ‘the front ranks, 4s parents, mothers, aml workoers they stood firmly
beside their menfolk and children against forced removals, starvation
wages, incrcased rents and taxes, inforior education and health services,
demanding full citizonship ricshte for 2ll cwr people in a unitary,

not=racial socichy.
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The chcouraging response of our women to the call to join Umkhonto We
Sizwo, which has rosulted in more women joining the people's army during
the course of the year, has been one of the best ways of observing tho
Year of the Wbﬁenq | |

The reaction to our appeal by the Intornational community in general,
and women's organisations in particular, in practically all the contim
nents of the globe, was most outstanding in mobilising more moral -and
material support for our struggle. This support was crowned by the
presentation of the Eugence Cotton fward by the WIDF to our dear sister
and mother, Albertina Sisulu,

We call on our women to build cn these improssive achievements., We
urge other sections of our people to continue to give their support and
concrote assistance to our heroic women, mothors and sisters, so that
they can play their rightful role as ce—fightors and co-liberators of
our mothecrlands

Degpite all the achiovements we have so far made, we are still faced
with tho neceseity of accomplishing other tasks we have set ourselves,
particularly “the unity of tho democratic trade union movement. 1985 is
the 30th nniversary of the founding of SACTU. During this JAnniversary
year, lct us consclidate the gains we hovo thus far registoeroed, We nced
to intengify our efforts te form onc united democratic dradce union fodo
rativne No democratic trade uwnion shculd be excluded from such a fode~
ration. |

The working class of our country has domonstrated its combativeness in,
the unpreccdented number of striles thot teok place during the past year,
50 that this militancy will not be diusipatced, we should now atrive
towards onc union for each industry, the organisation of ‘the uwnorganised
anc. the unomployoed, an’ the launching of o mass offensive against thoe
reduction of our living stondaruse Wo siheuld trcat the injury done to
the 6,500 SA3S0L workers as an injury to all workers,y and to 2ll of us.

We must horncss the collective sirongth of the working class not mercly
to improve the immodiate cconomic conditions of that class, hut to bring
about democratic change in our countrye. The ANC joins thosce trade unio=
nists who call for greater involvement on the part of Hﬁrkﬁrﬂ ond their

unions in the struggle for democratic changc,
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1985 falls on the ove of the centonary of May Days In recognition of the
bonds that link the workers of South Africa with thosce of other lands,

May Day wes merkod in'a number of industrial centres throurhout South
Africa during 1984« Weo call on all owr workers to ensure by their actions
that May Day ia rocognised as a paid public holiday.

In a unique show of international soliderity, the black Mincuorkers, who
are amongst the lowest pald and most brutally cxploited of our workers,
dipped into their overe=dloan pockets and made a modest ﬂénatiﬂn towards
the strike fund of the Dritish minﬂraf vho are waging a life and death
Etruggle.tu aove thelir jobas We teko tﬁiﬂ opportunity to commcnd this
oxamplary oction on the part of owr mincrs,

Dear Compatriots,

The dispossession of our people of the land that is theirs romains one
of thoe most Lurning noational sricvances. The grﬂﬁa_injuﬂtiéﬂ of this
historic crimce has beon compoundod by the racists! arrogant attempt to
doprive the African magnrltJ of their inalicnablc birthright aa citizens
of their nountry, South Africa, Millions of our people in the rural
arcas are brutally cxploited as agricultural workers on-farms carved
out of their ancestral lands,  Their daily lives arc dominatod by the
dictatos of the racist whito fomers and apricultural Componies against
whom thoy hawvo absolutely nm‘rudfasﬂ, bocavse they aroe the least orgoe
nisod and mobiliscd, The land question must be resclved, if ndeds be,

the hard woya

In the mcantime, we repcat ocur call to all owr people to give scrious
attontion tc the organisation anc ﬂDhlllBahlﬂﬂ of our rural Masses.
Basing ourselves on the nceds of the pﬂﬂplb, and teking ude ancmunt of
the conercte conlitions of their oxistoence, we must dovise suitable
Drnhnlsamlunal Etruﬂtﬂrﬂs and mechanisms ¢ reach our rural masses and
provide them with the Drgﬁnlﬂa$lﬂnal aad political tools to defend theme
aelvﬁﬁ againgt exploitetion and to asgort their right to the land. A=
we said legt year, we must place the perspective of soizing the land
from the disposacsscr in front of owr rural massea'an& cducate theom to
vnderstand {that this is a task thet calls for dedication, determination

and sacrifico.

The solution ‘o the land question is inextricacly tied to the struggle
agrainst the Bantustans, where the puppets, not content to Go the dirty

work of the Pretoria racists, hove teken it upon themselves te impose
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even greator burdehs on owr oppresseéd people. Some of these Bantustan
pm;péts have takon firm positions on the side of their mesters in Pretoria
and against the oppressed people and their organisations. Whenever the
populer masses rise and deliver telling blcws ageinst the apartheid system
their puppot voices are heard above the din of battle, dencuncing the
people and defending the people's cnomy,

While opposing the revolutionary violence of the aational liberation
movement, thoy have not hesitoted to unleesh systematic violcneco against
the fightors for tho people's causc, They have banned the irade unions
and brutalised trade union aciivisits. They are fanning fratricidal cone
flict amongst our people in erder to cnsure the porpetuation of the apart=
heid systom from which they bencefit. Some have gonc so far as to ban

the UDF and othor demecrotic corpganisationss This situvation can no longer
be countencenccd, The offensive ogainst the apartheid sysgom must be ex-
tonded {o roach the Dantustans and othor apartheid institutions in all

corners of our country and among all popvlotion groups.

The plight of the thousands of our people whosce homes are regulorly bulle
dozed to the ground, and who are regularly bundled up and transported to
digtant and inhospitable parts of owr couniry, requires our full atten-
tion and concorted actions of solidaritys. We must claborate organisatiom
nal methods and forms of action to halt this vrime against our people and
to oxpress, in a concrote manner, our solidarity with them, 4s we have
gsaid, we must organise the unemployed into crgang of struggle, cnabling
them to engere in a determined offensive for jobs and adequate unemploy—
ment allnﬁanﬂes,.

Compatriots, Comrades and Friends,

We have just gone through what was definitely one of the most trying
poriods in tho oxpericnce of cur movement and struggle. UHe have sumrvis
ved one of the most lethal atitacks on ovr movement, Our courage and tonae
city ag o.people Juring the difficult days of 1984 enabled uz to withe
stond a ficree cnery onslavght ond procced o launch the biggest offen—
give that has inspired our allics and friends to preator aupportive
action and molidarity.

Effectively cxploiting unprecedented natural oalamities, the historical
legacy of coloniolism and by using its own puppet foroes, the regime
sought to impose conditions on the neighbovring states which wore inten—

ded to paralyse the ANC and cripple the liberation struggleo.
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A plot was jointly hatched betweon Proforia, the Unitod States and some
countrics of ilestorn Burope which, in a bid to drive a wodge between ovure
aelves and the reat of the people of Southern Africa, sought to coerce
thoir Governments to turn against the .ANC and the liberation struggle,

This plot was cqually intended to sow divisiona among the Frontline States
themselves and to distance them from- the rest of Africas

At great cost to themsclves and their people, the Frontline States have
borhe the brunt of overtracist aggression, deliberate acts of ecomomio
disruption and political destabilisations To their great credit, they
have stood united and.rasulute in their commitment to the cause of African
freedom and indepcndence, and ¢specially in their total support for the
AC and SWAPO, '

The Kingdem of Lesotho, complctely surrounded by racisiecontrolled torrie
tory, has, with singulear courage and determination, persistently rebuffed
the aggression, bullying and blackmall of the Pretoria regime,

Those countries of our region have now beon reinforced in their stand by
the decision of the 20th Summit Meeting of the 04U to give priority atten~
tion to the struggle in Southern Africa, Under the current Chairmanship
of President Fwalimu Juliue Nyercze, Cheirmen of the Frontline States.

the Dﬂu_ia poised to intervene effoctively during the uurruhﬁ year.

As we stated lost year, owr strugzle consists of fbuwr interddinked and mu-
tually reinforcing cloments. These arey, first, the vanguard role of the
underground structures of the ANCj sceond, the united mass political aetion
of the peoplej third, the armed offensive spcarheaded by Umkhonto We Sizwej
and fourth, the internaticonal campaign to isolate the apartheid regime while
winning worldssrido moral, political and material support for the sitrugglecs
With regard to the sccond of these clements, there can be no doubt that

we have ropisitored groat successes in raising the united mass aotion of

the poople %o higher levelse

It is equally undeniable that we also achieved new victories as Eegarﬂs
the fourth clement, namcly, the drive to isclatc the apartheid regime

and to win world~wide moral, political end material support for our struge
gles In this regard, we should mention a fow saliont succcsscs,

The efforts of the sporSheid rezi ¢ to break out of its isolation have
cnded in dismal failvre, Botha's visit to BEurope ondod as & severe roe
buff for the racistse The new government of low Zealand adopted firm
positions against the apartheid system, forcing the Pretoria regime fo
withdraw iis diplomats from that country,
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The widemspread and unprecodented demonstrations in the U.S.A. against
apartheid and the Reagan Alministration?s pelicy of "Constructive Engage—
ment" are an accwrate barometoer of tho mounting isolation of the apartheid
rogime as well as of the incrcasing scope and depth of support for the
cause of liboration in South Africa and Namibia.

Likewise, the attompts of the apartheid rogime to project itsclf os
reformist hﬂmﬂ bﬁéﬁ:expﬂsnd and cﬂndcmnnd by the intornational communityw
jnﬁnrdlngly tha Uslla Euuurlty Gnunﬂll has rejocted Bﬂﬁhﬂ*ﬂ amended apart—
hﬂlﬂ Gnnstlhutlnn as null and vald, and of no force or cffect, It affirmed
the nced for majority rulc in a united, democratic and non-racial South

Aricas

Ami%?ét thege achic¥ements are not sifficicnt, We need do intensify our
international offensive in the New Yoer, further to isolaie the apartheid
rogime, sirengthen our own tics of scliderity with progréssive humanity
and thus furthor complicate the situation of the aparfheid regime within

our counirys.

During this*past yoear, Comrades, we also $ouk ﬁﬁr'atrvggle forward by
baginnlng to carry oui another stramugln task woe had sot vursolvese As
3uu.w111 recall, last year we said we must hL“ln +¢ use our accumulated

strength to destroy thd orgens of government of “the apartheid regime,

We Have now set out upnon-this pathe -We have taken impressive strides
towards renderins the country ungovernnblo, This has not only mcant the
dostructfon of the community councilas Cur rnjﬂnt%un of the aportheid
constitvtion was, in its espence, a rcaflirmetion of our rcjeciion of
the ellegitim@prule of the Bothe rogime. Other struggles, including
those around tho issue of cducation.as well as. the steays—at~home, thom—
selves pitted our democratic powor ageinot the power of the forcce of
oppression; racism and countor-revolution, for the dofeat of the latter
andl its raplgmemﬂni Hlth popular powers

In-4his coming period, we shall nLﬂh to, pursucy with even greatoer vigour,
the task of roducing the capacity uf tho nnlcnlal apartheid regime to
continue ites illopgel rule of our couniry, The destruction of the Urgans'
of government weokens the regime and is & necossery part of our econtinuing
mass of'fensiva,

The viﬁ%ﬂrics we scored during the yesr have plunged ‘our opponents into
an ovon deeper political crisise dAperd fronm dunylng thom the chanee to
cxpend their social bese, they further sharpencd the contradictions and
conflicts within the rvling group, and cxposcd thoe uiter bonkruptcy and



failuro of tho overall political programme of the racists. These are

importent mwocssosas thoy help furthor to werken the enemy and shift the
bealance of power in our favour,

Through struggle, we have forced the apartheid regime into a
situation of confusion, indecision and an inability to define for
itself any consistent direction of state policy, This situation
has arisen because the efforts of this regime to project itself

as a representative of the so~called forces of moderation, gradual
and peaceful reform, have ended in failure. According o this
tactical mano uvre, the racists sought to present themselves as a
reasonable and acceptable atlernative to the revolutionary alliance
headed by the ANC, on one hand, and the fascist coalition of the
HNP and the Conservative Party on the other.

Knocked out of balance hy the intensity of our offensive, the
white miﬁﬂrity regime lurches from side to side, fumbling for an
equilibrium it can no longer regain, On one day, it pretends to be
concerned about the condition of the black wmajority and, on the

next, pledges itself to the maintainance of white minority domination.

At the same time, the posturing of this regime has angered large
gections of the dichard racists among the whites who see the
maintainance of the apartheid system as a holy crusdde. Moved by
their attachment to the benefits that acérue to them from the
aystem of the national oppression and the super—expleitation of the
block majority, the political representatives of this tendency in
white politice are challenging the Botha regime for the allegiance
of especially the AMrikoner population.

The disarray in the encmy camp has compelled some to examine the
fundamental premises of the entire system of racial oppression, The
realisation has bLepun to dawn on some of Botha's own supporters that
no solutions to the problems confronting our country are possible
without the participation of the black and democratic majority,

and the lenders of this majority.

There are yet others from among our white countrymen who, more
for-sighted than others, have decided to break with a systom that is
so patently criminal. These have joined the democratic movement. We
are confident that the mumbers of such white compatribts will grow
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ag an integral part of thc forces of liberation which are destined to
defeat the apartheid regime and liquidate the criminal system it
upholds. In order to hasten the advent of that day, we must give the
cnemy no respite; no time to resroup and recover lost ground. It
rocuires that we must stoy on tho attuck.

Compatriots,

He are entering the zccond half of the 1980s, Vhen we cast our minds
bock to the Year of the Charter, 1980, and the subsequent yoars, the

one Teature that st-nds out is the ever-expanding and visible role of
the massec of our people in the making of tﬁiﬂ history. 4 we enter

thiz second half of the Decade of Liberation, it is necessary that we
gxamine not only our striking power, but, coven more important, the
dircetion in which to sirike -wmd how to deliver the blow. In particular,
it is nccessary that we ask the question ¢ at whot pace — how fast - are
we advancing townrds the cﬁnquﬂﬁt of power?

The pace of our forward march depends on our success or failure to
strengthen the first and the third of the four interlinked elements WO
have referred to, namely, the all-round activity of the underground
structures of the ANC and the armed offensive spearheaded by

Umkhonto We Sizwe.

With regard to thesc twe decizive elements in our revolutionary
struggle, we should neither dramatise cur shortcomings nor blind
ourselves to the reality thit we have not advanced on these two fronts

at a pnce correspording to our advonce on the other two.

To move forword to victory with the greatest cpeed, we must pay
particular attention this yeor to the task of building a strong
underground prcscencce of well-organised revolutionary cadres, drown from
the fighting massces ond integraoted among them, Such a2 body of codres
constitutes the dynumising foctor in our situation = a ferce capable

of bringing together the verious strands of our struggle, and
assisting in the furthcr development and consolidation of all our
political and militnry combat ferces into a mighty army of liberation.
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The call we are making to all the demdcratic and patriotic forces of
our country is that this year we must all take it as our special task to
strengthen and reinforce our vanguard organisation, the African National
Congress. Already we hqﬂﬁ made great strides in this regard. And yet
the imperatives of our sitruggle demand that we do not amy longer posipone
execution of the task we elaborated last yecar - to strengthen and
expand the underground structures of the ANC, ensuring the active
presence of our movement everywhere in the country, |

Who are these revolutionary cadres about whom we speak? Where are they?
They arc not special people. It is we - men and womehn, young and old,
blaek ond white — whe ore invelved in daily struggles, making sacrifices
in pursuit of the people's couse, It iz we, the workers in the factories,
the mines, the frrms, thce commercial establishments and offices of
virious kinds; we, who work in health and educational services as well
ag those of us ocoupied within the residential areas,

The distinctive feature of the revolutionary coadre is a high level of
discipline, dedication tnd courage in carrying out the tasks assigned by
the movement. Such cadres are guided by cur goal of o united, non-racial
and dmmfaﬁtic South Africa. They fight for the immediate releuase of
Nelson Mandola and nll other leaders and political prisoners, They
accept that our path to victory lies in a combination of the all-round
activity of the ANC, united mass pelitical action, armed struggle and
international solidarity and support.

Dear Compatriots,

It i=s now 25 years since the illegitimate regime in our country proscribed
the represzentative ~nd leader of our people = the African National Congress,.
The apartheid regimc banned the ANC exactly becouse it wanted to remove
from cur midst this dynamising factor in our strmuggle. Frightened by the
fact that we have neverthelese defeated its efforte to destroy our

mother body, this regime has now mode mere membership of the ANC o
treasonable offence. However, through our rclentless, daring and death-defying
actions, we have compelled the enumy to admit that, as before, the ANC is
central to the solution of the South African problome, We must build

on this achievement to ensure that in this second half of the Decade

of Liberation, the ANC omerges more powerful than it has cver been.
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e further charge the ANC and all other patrioits to contimie to shift our
pﬂﬂturé to the offensive, and, as we said last year, to cultivate the
spirit of rebelliun_?nd_the frame of mind which putﬂ-tﬁa politics of
revnlutiﬂnary.chamgé11u the fore. The programmes of action that we plan
and carry out should result in the initiative passing furthér into our
hands. Our mass democratic and revolutionary movement should emerge ever

more forcefully as thc alternative power in our country.

Fellow combatants,

Through struggle and sacrifice, we have planted the seeds of people's war
in.our country, that is, a war waged by all the people against the white
minority regime. One of our central tasks in the coming period is 'i:u

trensform the potential we have created into the reality of people's war.

Guided by that porspective,; we must build up the mass combat forces that
are training themselves in mess political action for sharper battles
and f'or the forcible overthrow of the racist regime, The mass combat
forces of our revolution are the same political forces that ste and have
been engaged in the popular offensive. These death~defying pﬂfrints
mist now become part of Unkhonto We Sizwe, the 'vi-r:a,l cutting ed'ge'

of our onslamght.

It is in this way that we will cnsure that the pcople's army deepens

its roots and grows inextricably among the popular masses, It is in this
way that we will ensure that it grows in size, in the spread and quality
of its operations and in the weight of cvery blow it delivers.

In the course of our mass offensive, we have, from time to time and with
increased froquency, crected the situation in various localities such
that the democratic forecs challenged the apartheid authorities for
control of these areas, cmerging as the alternative power. With regard
to the perspective of people's war, this means that we forged the
conditions for us to transform these arcas into mass rovolutionary

bascs from which Umikhonto Ye Sizwe must prow as an army of the people.

In all the struggles that we waged in the past yeoar, regardless of how
peaceful they were, the enemy confronted us with itz armed mighte In
Sebokeng and other areas, the apartheid regime deployed thousands of
regular troops in an attempt to crush the people's resistanco.
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At such moments, compatriots, who among us did not feel the urgent need
for us to talk to the enemy in the language he understands best? Who.has
not seen that we too must take up arms as did our forchears, as did
Bambata, Solomon Mahlangu, and; as did Clifford Brown, only last year!

All we are saying, therefore, Fellow Combatants, is that we have it
within our means to increase our capacity to hit bock at the enemy, arms
in hand, No one but oursclves will accomplish this task. We must all take
it 25 a priority task to Wild up the popular armed forces, to transform
the armed actions we have thus far carried out into a people's war, by
helping to root Umkhonto We Sizwe firmly amongst thc people and actively
drawing the masses into the prosecution of a people's war,

Furthermore, all the oppregsed nced to emulate the example of the arcas
where the democratic movement has emerged as the alternative power.
Fherever we are, we must transform our locality into a mass revolutionary
basec, In such arens, we should also use the democratic power we have
accurmlated through struggle, to defend and advance the interests of the
people., We must use our organised mass strength and, by attacking,
consolidate our victorious emergence as the alternative power.

Dear Comrades,

The cultural workers = artists, writers, musicians, pocts, sportsmen
and sportswomen = have tho capacity to enrich the overall effort of our
people in our cuest for notional liberation.

We charge our cultural workers with the task of using their craft to
give voice, not only to the grievances, but also to the profoundest
aspirations of tho oppressed and exploited. In our country, a new
goecinl and political order is being borns Our artists have to play an
even bigger role as midwives of this glorious future. Lot the arts be
one of the many mearns hy which we cultivate the spirit of rovolt among
the broad masscs, enhance the strik{ng poWer of our movement and
ingpire the millionz of our people to fight for the South Africa

We ernvisago,
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Compatriots,

The contimiing and deepcnd.ng crisis of the apartheid economy confronts
all of us with the tosk of defeating the offorts of the apartheid state
ond the bosses to shift the barden of this crisis orto our shoulders,
This crisis is not of our making. It is a result of the cxploitative
capitalist system as well as the lmge state expendituresz to maintain
and strengthen the cnomy ormy and police and to t'irance the political
and administrative structures of the apartheid system,

Why then must we finonce the commission of a crime against ourselves by
peyring an oversrising Goneral Sales Tax, inercascd food prices, rents,
fares ond so on! Why must wo contimue o lose our jobs, adding to the
milliong already unemployed, while the apartheid rcgime and the cmployers

recruit skilled workers, cspocially from Western Burope!

We should therefore unite in action to demand food and not guns, jobs
for the unemployed, and the diversion of resources to improve the

lives of the impoverished masscs. The wealth we create with ocur labour
should not go to chnrich & small clicue and oil the machinery of
apartheid, while millions suffor from starvation. In this struggle we
expect the organiscd workers to ploy a central roley, both to fight off
the attock on ouwr living stondards and to help bring about the democratic
sveioty in whick the wealth of our country will become the patrimony

of the people,

We salute and pay tribute to the mony heroés and hercines of our country
who hove laid down their lives in our struggle fer liberntion. We extend
our greetings to the leaders »nd activists of the democratic movement who,
despite arrests, detention, and overy form of porsecution by the onemy,
have stood firm nnd persiated in the commen struggle to defent ind
destroy the rocist regimces Once more, wd pledge to cur leaders
incarcerated on Robken Izland, Pollsmoor ond other prisons that we shall
nuob rest until the comse for which they have sacrificed emerges triumphont.
The very fact of the arrest and detention of UDF ond other leaders, some
of whom have been charged with treason, emphasises the contiming
impertonce of the struggle for the immediate -nd unconditicnal release

of all political prisoncrs,
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We take pride in the fact that the international conscience, expressing
itself through the Nobel Peace Committee, has decided to award the 1984
lobel Peace Prize to a black South African - Bishop Desmond Tutu, This is
the EE{:EI-Ild_I instance within 23 years that our people, and Africa, habe
been given this honour, Bishop Tutu walks in the steps of our beloved
Chief Albert Luthuli,.

There is no doubt that this is a tribute to our selfless dedication and
our resistance to one of the most cruel and inlmman é;.rstem the world has
ever known, The award does great credit to the rcle of ocur religious
communities in the struggle for liberation and should be an inspiration
to all of them to get the heresy of apartheid expunged from the statute
books and from our lives, It once more emphasises the importance our
people and the rest of the world attach to the contribution the
religious leaders and masses of our country must continmue to make in
the strugple for justice, peace, and life itself,

e greet the fraternal people of Namibia and cepecially welcﬂﬁe among
fighting ranks of our sister movement, SWAPO, the new Secretary-General
of SHAPO, Comrade Andimba Herman Toiveo ja Toivo and his colleagues,

whom the apartheid regime was forced to release from long terms of
imprisomment, Their relecase and contimued involvement in struggle will
bring closer the doy of frecdom and independence for Namibia. In this
regard, we, the people of South Africa demand the immediate and
unconditional withdr:—;wal of South African racist troops from Namibia

and Angola.

e pay tritute to the Frontline States and the Kingdom of Lesotho for
their firm and principled actions in defeéending ocur right of struggle
and upholding the legitimacy and duty of Africa and the world to
support our struggle.

We recognise the important contribution made by the QAU and various
international orgenisations including the United Nations and its Agencies,
the Hon-Aligned Movement, the World Peace Council, the Secialist
International - 4 montien ut a fow. They are lmgelir regponsible

for ecnsuring that aparthcid remains at the centre of world attention

as a orime against humanity.
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We congratudate. our Palestinian brothers and Eisterﬂ for successfully
overcoming attempts {0 licuidate the Palestinian struggle. We support
the call by the PLO for an internaticnal conference in furtherance

of bhe struggle for a seovereign Palestinian homeland,

We condemn the contirming efforts of the U.S, Administration to
destabilise and overthrow the popular govermment of Nicaragua and
express our firm and militant seolidarity with the fraternal people of
that heroic country.

We express solidarity with the people of Orenada whose right to
self=determination was grossly violated and contimies to be circumscribed,
following the naked agrression by the U.3. armed forces,

We salute all people engaged in strugele for national liberation,
especially El Salvador and East Timor. We pledge scolidarity with all
those struggling to defend their sovereignty, including the peoples
of Southern Africa, Sghrawi Arab Democratic Republic, the Middle East,
Afghanistan and Cyprus. We welcome the successes of the demceratic
forces particularly in Latin America, and are confident that the .
foothold of the apartheid regime in the Amcrican sub-continent will

bo totally eliminated,

Our people have come to appreciate and value the consistent solidarity
and growing support for our struggle given by the sccialist countries,
the Nordice States and other countries.

Our tics with various govermments, political partics and parliamentary
groups in Western Burope and Mustralasia have grown stronger and we
look forward to ever—closer relations and greater co—-operation with them

in the struggle against the apartheid eystem.

We pay tritute to the millions of people involved in the ever-cxpanding
‘work within the world-wide anti-aparthcid movemcnt. Thoy constitute a
solid base of support for our struggle internationally. It is through
their daily, aond somotimes unknown, efforts that governments and
peoples are kept alive to, and mobilised in action against, the rumcrous
ploys of the South African racists to white-wash apartheid. In this

contoxt wo wolcome the momentous campaign undertaken by the people of
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the United States, which involves legislators, judges, bishops, trade
unionists and other outstanding personalities and govermment officials,
and which is targeted on pressurising the Reagan Administration to
reverse its support for the Pretoria racist regime,

We salute all these supporters and unsung heroces working for the cause
of world peace and closer fellowship within the human race,

Wle take this opportunity once more to dip our bannere in memory of
thet outstanding friend of our struggling people and movement, the late
Indira Gandhi, We aro certain that her successor as Prime Minister

of Indiz, Rajiv Gandhi, will contimie in hor footstcops further to
extend much appreciated all-round support to our strugzle.

Dear Compatriots,

Rumours cocmanating from the South African mass mcdia have been
circulating about "talks" between the African National Congress and the
Botho regimes There have been no such talks. Your organisation at this
juncture is concerned to improve our capacity to accomplish the tnsks
we have set for curselves in the unfolding year. In this respect we
shall, as you know, be holding a National Consulbative Confercnce this
year, from which we shall cmerge united and doubly strengthened to
carry our struggle forward.

Fellow countrymen,

The stroength of sany ergonisation lies in the calibre of its individual
members and units. In order to advance in kceping with the momentum of
our struggle we mast improve the quality and expand the quantity of our
membership., We nced codres of undquestionable loyalty, dedication and
understanding of our strugeglces In order to achicve such a high standard
and spur our netion into o greater onslaught on the cnemy and its
institutions, we deelare this ycor, 1985, the Year of the Cadre!

Lot this yecor sec us take big strides in further strengthening the

organiscd underground structurce of the ANC. Let it sce greater mass
political actionz in all the provincce and districts of our country.
Let it see us extend people's war to all corners of our land, Let it
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seoc the fastest and furthest possible coordinatoed advence on all
frents towards tho goal of people's power. There is no going back.

WForward always" is our battle—cry, The cnemy cannot stop us, OQur
future is in our hands.

FORYARD WITH THE YEAR OF THE CADRE!
MOBILISE AND HMARCH FORWARD TO PLOFLE'S POWER!!

MAATLA KE A RONA! POWER TO THE PEOPLE! AMANDLA!!!
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