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To-night I want to talk about the peclitical scene.

I do not believe that the announcement of a general election changes
anything materially, either by its disrupticn of the Parliamentary sessicn or by
its resultse, which are a foregone conclusion, In fact it is difficult to discern
any necessity for it or to understand why the Prime Minister couldn't simply have
shifted to the right, or even more simply have altered his rhetoric without
subjecting the country tc the expense and inconvenience of a general election.

But perhaps he wanted to give himself an opportunity to change his
disguise. Having spent so much time and so many words building up what he hoped
was a "verligte" image perhaps he finds it difficult to effect a change without “irat
drawing a curtain of words across the political stage.

I shall therefore follow my original plan to talk about the theme son;
of total onslaught and total strategy, and about what I consider to be the great
delusion - or is it illusion?

Dictionary definitions do not disclose all that much difference botween
the two words. Both imply deception and the creation of false impressicns, and
neither specifically differentiates between self-deception and the deception of
others. My thesis is that the Government is deluding itself and others by
creating illusions for itself and others?

It is easier to create illusions for willing subjects such as those whc
wish to retain the status quo or to change as little as possible. It is therefcrc
not at all surprising that the Government has been so successful at deluding itsclf,
its followers and its hangers-on. Its opponents cannot be so easily deluded for
the vast majority of them have been on the rm:a.iving and of discrimination for for
too long not to Le able to recognise it, whatever guise it might assume.

By and lar and at tho risk of teinpgaccused of i of
y o e T O e o arnre B TR o

being simplistic, I werld say that/consonant with the maintenance of white power and
eupremacy, while at the same time hopefully convincing blacks that the changee vre
material and meaningful.

Black objectives are the achievement of black power or, possibly,
shared power, by peaceful or reasonably peaceful or violent means. There is come
white overlap into black objectives, but no black overlap into white, except fer
those relatively few blacks who co-operate with the establishment for whatever
reason,

The enormous danger in present Government policy seems to be that the
very success of the delusion blinds those in power to the realities of the situation,
making them blissfully unaware of the anger their acticns are arousing. Becauoe
they have apparently persuaded themselves that what they are offering in the war of
change is adequate, reascnable and desirable, they are unable to perceive that cthur
and larger sections of the community are not reacting in the same way and are

totally digsatiofied by what is on offer.
In the meanwhile/--- Page Two/
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= Paze Throe =
"Total Onslaught" is a useful, all-embracing term. It becomes a simple
matter to equate what should be justifiable dissent within a democratic framoworx
with lack of patriotism enabling the authorities to accuse all pelitical oppcnents
of being iraitore to their country and part of the total onslaught upon it. This
is a very convenient and emctive weapon for stifling all dissent while contriving

to appear righteocus.

The government appears to be totally incapable of recognising that tha
total onslaught, if indeed there is one, is a direct result of its own policies,
and that it has only tc change them to disarm that onslaught. It is towards this

end that its "total strategy'should be directed.
will contain "Total COnel au cht®

Instead "Total Strategy" is that which in the opinion of the Governmont, //
and covers the entire gamut of Government action, inside and outside the country.

The Government's ultimate cbjectives remain shrouded in considerable
ambiguity. Deeds frequently contradict statements. The words are the illusicn,
the deeds are the facte. But confusion is created in the minds of the pecple, many
of whom then opt for taking the words at their face walue, ignoring the deeds, and

castigating those who point out the inconsistencies. Thus is the great illusion
nurtured.

Take, for instance, the Prime Minister's twolve pcints which he prusent.d
as his blueprint for the future and on which he is purjortedly fighting this
election.

When initially propagated these joints were received with euphoria in
many quarters as an indication of the liberalising of National Party policy under a
new Prime Minister and a new deal for all the people of our country. A more
careful assessment led some observors to the conclusion that these points merely
cloaked the old National Party policy of separation and tho retention of power in
different words. Each successive Prime Minister has found it necessary to make
some adjustments and alter some labels, but the mixture remains very much as it
was before, and undoubtedly tastes as bitter to those who are forced to swallow it.

Let us look at Mr. Botha's deeds within tho context of his 12 points.
Thie should give us a good idea of what he meant by his words.

Multi-nationaliom; vertical differentiation and self-determination,
points 1 and 2 are, to my mind, merely ocuphemisms for homelands, neo bantustans.
The Government may well be planning to allocate more powers to homeland governmonts,
though its motivation for doing so is questionable., The end result could be tc
separate from the mainstream of South Africa even those homelands which are
resisting independence and the fracturing of our country.

1980 has shown no deviation from long-established policy. On lst
September, 1980, Dr. Koornhof told a Wational Party Congrese that during the 1978/

financial year the Government/-—-Paze F:'r/
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financial year the Government spent R1,108, 700,000 trying to make separate
development work, and that the report by Benso, exposing the economic failure of
the homelands, would nct deter the Government from pressing ahead with its homel sud
development programme. (R.D.M 2/9/80).

Tho Van Der Walt Commission is puesently sitting to .investigate the
consolidation of the "Homelands",

In 1979 4,818 blacks were removed tc the black states from Pretoria,
Johannesburg, Cape Town and East London (Hansard 3/80,) R29,406.590 was spent
on buying land in terms of the Development Trust and Land Act in 1979 (Hansard £/50)
The Trust also bought nroperty in the Transkei for R24,994,859 (Hansard, 12/80).

The costs of the Homelande policy continue to escalate. These are not
incurred to feced the starving women and children and old men in the homelands, or to
jrovide jobe for those endorsed out of urban areas, removed under the Government's
ramoval scheme or prevented from seeking work. Only R133,T45 of all those millicns
was spent by the Development Corporation in creating 11,206 jobs for blacks in
1978/79 in the so-called black states. (Hansard 12/90),

The costs are incurred in order to create so~called national statos hich
are non=-viable, geographically scattered, over-populated and under-nourished, but
which conform to the Governmant's unchanped policy of separation and the creaticn cf
labour reserves for the white economy.

The blacks concerned were given no voice whatsocever in their formatiorn.
They have had them thrust upon them. Presumably they are expected to be satisfl
with these scattered, fragmented little parcels of land,

As for the so-called Independent Black States, the Government feelc
Justified in affirming that blacks were consulted by way of free and fair eleciicnu
or referenda. However a study done by Professor Lawrence Schlemmer at the behaest of
the Quail Commissicn into the desirability of independence for the Ciskei, found th-*
90 percent of all Xhosa-speaking blacks want a one-man-one~vote unitary system with
black and white people voting together for one narliament. 7O percent would
accept as seccnd-best, Lut as worthwhile, a foderal system of government.

(R.D.M 13/2/80),

Thues when the Covernment pats itself on the back at the results of the
referendum over independence for the Ciskei it should romind itself that the pecplo,
or most of thum,uara voting only for their second option, the first having been
categorically denied them and, this being the case, might well have opted for so=
called independence as being the beat of a bad job once involuntary separation had
been imposed upon them,

These are scome of the facts. How, then, has Mr. Botha been able to
create the myth of a more liberal, more progressive, more humane policy?
Point three, which calls for/-—Page Five’
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Point three, which calls for the creation by black naotions of
constitutional structures to give them the greatest possible degree of self-
government, has a reverse side to ite coin, which is that it prrovides the
Government with a self-created loophole to justify the denial of all political rizhts
to blacks, both in the so-called whito areas and in the totality of South Africa.
In addition the derree of self-government has to be extremely limited for as long
as the South African Government controls the purse-strings, which it will inevitubly
do for the foreseeable future.

The Homolands are totally incapable of financing themselves - thaey have
ingufficient land, natural rescurces, infra-structures, job opportunities, traincd
perscnnel - and calling them the Black Naticnal States does not make them sc. The
Black Naticonal States, in their present form, are a figment of the Govornmgnt' o
imagination, as is the 'independence' of the so-called Independent States.

The division of power among white South Africans, Coloureds and Indiuns -
roint four = has been given effect, according to the Government, through the
formation of the President's Council, which also includes representatives of tho
Chinese people. Membere of this Council have been appointed by the Governmaont, 'l
National Party is in the majority, and the powers of the Council are rurely adviocil.

The concept was roundly slated by the Coloured and Indian communitico
when it was firat mooted, and the Official Opposition, the Progrecsive Fedoral Farly,
refused to have anyt!.ing to do with it. It ie probably fair comment to say that
those members of their communities who are serving on the Council cannot be

considored to be representative of them.

An appointed advisory council may not talk authoritatively on bghalf
of the people it purports to represent, and is in an invidious position vig-a=vic
those who have appo nted it, who are the very people it is supposed to adviso., Itco
ability to shoulder joint responsibility is extremely limited. In the no-
Confidence debate on 20th January, Mr. Botha rerlied "o to Dr. Slabbert's quostion
whether he would accept a President's Council recommandation that blacks be inclnleod
on the same bagis as other groups (RDM 27/1/81). 1Its estimated cost for the
1981-82 financial year iz R4, 284,500 (Hansard Zfﬂl) P. 30.

Point five, the acceptance of the principle that each group should Liusvo
ites own schools and communities, shows no deviation from long accepted Government
policy. Neither de the repercussions to this policy. A dispassionate obsarvar
would be hard-pressed to find any significant difference between the scenarioc of
1976, whan black children demcnstrated over thoir educational grievances, and that
of 1980 when so-called coloured children demonstrated over theirs.

Grievances have not been satiofactorily rodressod. ‘The figures sjpeak fc.
themselves, with an annual por capita expenditure of R640 on each white child, R297
on each Asian child, R1Y97 on each so-called coloured child and R68 on each black

child. (Hansard 2/80,3/80, 4/b0).And white education is precarious enough.
The same inequalitics.../-
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The same inequalities still exist in facilities [rovided for the diffcr..u
racial groups.

The Government has finally introduced compulsory education for blacks in
certain limited arcas; but this is being resisted by black spokusmen, despite tho
fact that blacks havo campaignud for it in the past, because it is being introdiced
under a system thuot atill differentiates betweuen tho racial groups and still piovid.s
for a saparate educational policy, both of which are anathema to blacks. In
addition this move is seen by many of them as being a Govarnment ruse to makc black
parents carry the responsibility for breaking the schools boycott, thus aggravatin-
the gencration gap and sowing dissention in the hlack community,

The Government is apparently determined to stay with its rolicy of
soparation in education, despite the discontent it hae caused. The only inferutce
to be drawn is that a unitary system of oducation does not conform with ita
'total stratogy'. It romains conwvinced that it, and it only, knows what ia best
for everyone.

Point six stressos the willingness to work tozether as oquals and coaoul#
on issucs of common concern while maintaining a healthy balance betwoen the rishic of
the individual and those of the community and the removal of unneccceary hurtful

forms of discrimination. This is a very strange commitment indoed.

The use of terms such as ™unngcesgary " and "hurtful"™ forms of
discrimination impliecs that some discrimination is both necessary and unhurtful.
I defy anycne who has evur boen discriminated againet in any way whatsoover to tind
such action unhurtful, All discrimination is hurtful, And if some discrimin-
ation is necessary, according to Government thinking, and if this necessary
discrimination is alvways to be dirccted against the black people, as must be
tacitly understood thoupgh it is not explicity stated, then how will it ever be
rossible to "work togother as equals™?.

This is a typical example of the web of words the Government weavos in
order to create the illusion that it is seriously contemplating change, and that it
is liberalising ite attitudes towards the black reople of our country.

The recognition of economic interdependence and the properly planned
utilisation of manpower are the objectives of point seven. 11 have always boeen
under the impression thot economic interdependence is self-ovident - the white
economy could never have recached its present state of so histication and wealth
without the bLlack labour force = so the recognition is somewhat belated.

Certainly there should be planned utilisation of manpower if this mc-no
optimum uso of manpowar's talent potential to the mutual satisfaction of
entrepreneurs and workars.

But in the context of Mr. Botha's twelve pointe what does it moan?
AMdmittedly the Wiehahn Commission has recommended, inter alia, vocational training

and the absorption/---Page Seven/



- Payge Seven -~
and the absorption of the black work force into the negotiating machinery for wa. .=,
conditions of sorvice and so on, And the Rieckert Commission has reccmmendad tho
protection of the established urban black work force with more, though still limit..
geographical mobility and more security of tenure, family life and sco on.

In practice the convorsion of these rocommandations inte reality has
removed even some of the gilt onvisaged, while im;oeing the proposed countervailin:
rectrictions with full sevarity. Black Trade Unicns are having to fight every inch
of tho way for non-racial unions, for registraticn which will not limit their
activities, and for recognition from employerc and already existing Uniona.
Vocational Training and BEducation are to remain separate and probably therefore
unequal ,

Worker's diesatisfaction with prevailing conditions is indicated by +ho
Department of Manpower Utilization'e disclosure in Parliament on 26th January, of
this year that more than 130,000 man~hours were lost in 100 labour disputes involwviig
15,771 black workers during 1979. The numbor of man-hours lest rocketed to 62,5
percent, and there was an incroase of 11,3 percent in the number of black werkor:
involved. 1In 1971 therc were 51 strikes involving 10,515 black workers and
causing a loss of 110,511 man-hours. (RDM 27/1/81)

The Pass Laws are an essential weapcn in the control of manpower.
On 3lst October, 1980, Dr. Koornhof, Minister cf Co-Operation and Development,
launched hie threce Bills at a Prass Confercence, stating, "It is a genuine atto. t
to remove hurtful diecrimination as far as it is possible in precent times..... a
genuine attempt to roform", (Natal Witness, 1/10/80),

Following an avalanche of protest from those wio saw the Bills as
inflicting even more arducus restrictions than before he has withdrawn them for
re-drafting.

Of these Dills Mr. Stove Kgame, president of the Urban Councillors
Acsociation, which is accused in some tlack quarters of Leing a Government stoo;e,
said "Our critics have the right to say : 'We told you 80'.esses.The Government
hit us below the belt because it did not take us into ite confidence before tho
Bills were formulated." (Star 12/1/81)

In introducing the Bills did Dr. Koornhof fail to understand thoir
implications ; or was he genuinely able to delude himself into believing that he
wae delivering the goods that the oppressed people of our country had been
anxiously awaiting as a result of his promises of reform ; or was he simply
creating illusions for the general public? Wo shall nevor know the answers, but
this gama of delusions and illusions is a dangercus one to play. The stakes aro
high = peace and justice in our country - and tha frustrations of inevitable
disillusionment will bacome increasingly difficult to contain,

The peaceful constcllation of statuqfn--
Page Bight/
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The peaceful constellation of states of Southern Africa with respoect
for one another's cultural horitage, traditions and ideals is point number ci ht.
It was interesting to note in the spoech of the State President at the opening n7
Parliament in January that he roferred constantly to Southern Africa rather than
South Africa.

It would scem that states such as Transkei, Bojphutatswana, Venda, und
soon Ciskel, having Y“een amrutatod from the body jolitic of the Republic of Scuth
Africa, have now becomo separate states in Enutharn.lfrinn which are then
incorrorated into tho constellation of statee. Admittedly the intention of the
Prime Minister has beon to include in this constellation the Front Line States Lut ot
present this remains a pipe~dream, so that the constelletion of States as of now
consistes of states which used to Le an integral part of South Africa until they
ware excised by Government policy. Why, one wonders, is it so impossible to
rospect the cultural horitage, traditions and ideals of people while they are
citizens of the same country, enriching it by thair diversity? Why must they fivst
be hived off into thoir '"states' so that they can be drawn back inte a constellatir
of states within which they can then be respected?

It all seoms to be such a complicated way of achieving economic
interdependence, consultation over mattors of ccrmon concern, respect for cach
others® culturees and ideas, co-operaticn to the mutual benefit of all concerned.

All these people who aro presently being drawn into tha constellation are in fact
bona fide citigens of the Ropublic of South Africa, who lost their citizenship :hen
their states became independent, conly to be subsequently encouraged to become intor=
dependant.

The need for South Africa to defend iteself dgainst outside interventicn
and to follow a policy of neutrality in tho confrontsticn betweon tho supar-powors
(points nine and ton) may nover have arisen at all had National Party policy not
been such as to arouse the anger of neignbouring states and lose it the frienduohi;
support of the Western world. On the international scene it is persona non grata
with almest the entire world.

Foint eloven, tho maintcnance of effective decision-making by the Stateg,
founded on a strong defence force and police force to ensure ordorly government o We
wall as a sound and efficient administraticn says nothing new.s This is a totally
no-change stratogy. The Government has always demonstrated its determination to
retain all decision-making power in its own hands, and its major concespion, iho

Progident's Council, does nothing to undermine this.

Disproportionate amounts of the country's resources have been sjeut in
maintaining a strong dofence force. It is to cost R2,050 million thies year.
(ROM 18/2/81). While the police force remains underpaid and under-strength, it ic
yet a force to be reckoned with particularly by our black brethren, who ars

subjocted to raids and road blocke - manned by the army as well as the polico.
The police have an/——Page Ving/
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The police have an uncnviable task ad:inistering harsh and discriminatory laws.

It is intercoting to note that thio point, number eleven, makec no
roference to juotice or the Rule of Law or the restoration of habeas corpuo but
only to '"orderly governmont' and 'ocound administration'. Thece can and do thrive
in the most unjuct of =zocietico.

The Governmunt's track record in this regard speaks for itself and shows
no significant change in direction. At least 956 poeople were detained by security
rolice and 14 people were isrued with banning orders in South African and the
indopendant homelands last year, Those detained included 341 pupils, 117 colleze
and university studente, 32 lecturers, school principale and teachers, 67 politieal
leaders, 39 community workers, 10 journalists and 21 trade unionists. (I.R.R.E.D.M.
12/1/81).

35,912 people were tried, 29,861 of these were convicted of offencor
relating to influx control and identity documents and 143 casesware heard per daoy ia
the Commissioner's Court, Market Street, Johannesburg, in 1979. (Hansard 15/fC)

In the same year there were 203,000 paes law prosecutions.

150 persons are presently detained in termo of Section 6 of the
Terrorism Act, Secticns 10 and 12B of the Intornal Security Act and Section 22 o7
the General Law Amcndment Act (Hansard L/El}

All this may conceivably be in the intercaots of 'orderly government' =
may even, at a very broad stretch of the imagination, be the result of 'sound
administration', but it is certainly not in the inturests of GOOD government or
Jjustice.

The final peint, twoelve, supports the maintunance of free enterpri:c
as the bacis of our cccnomic policy. ‘The Government has not yet been able ic
find a satisfactory answer to the question of how it can equate adharence to the
free onterprise system with the total control it exercises over the mobility =nd
use of labour. There can be no frae entaerprisce eccnomy for as long as the rural
areas remain reservoirs of cheap labour from which no black may escape unless hin
labour is requisitioned. Froee enterprise is not about contrel. It is ahont
freedom ~ freedom to cduvelop full potential, freedom to operate in busineas, ir
industry, in the profesuions, freedom to sell labour on the best market.

Simply saying that the Government is dedicated to the free enter;risec
system does not make it a participant in it. Here is just cne more, glaring
example of the discrepancy between words and deeds.

These, then, aro the twalve points which gained for Mr. Botha the
reputation of being an enlightenod reformist - reality or illugion?

It might be a salutary exercise to examine some of the further actirn~
and legislation of Mr., Botha's CGovernment during 1980, which do not fall directly
within the ambit of his 17 points but which must surely be part of his 'total

L]
strategy". Constitutionally, in addition/ P.Tern/-—
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Constitutionally, in addition to creating the President's Council, the
the Government abolished the Senate = thus removing a check on the House of .-_onoiy
without replacing it. Tho President's Council is not an alternative. As the
Government has an unassailable majority in the Assembly it has given itcelf a
tctal mandate to govern as it sees fit.

It has also introduced appointoed members of Parliament - something
totally alien tc the whole concept of a Parliamentary democracy and the principle
of elected responsible representation,and their term of office is now to be extonded
beyond the dissolution of Parliament (Star 15/2/81). Democratic government has
received a blow which cvould eventually prove to be fatal. Once the principal of
nominated membership has beoen accepted tha day could easily dawn when there will
be no more elections,

The Fress has baen increasingly controlled, Foet and Sunday Foot
have been silenced. Black journalists have been banned., Black pecple have been
s8till further denied a medium for the expression of their views and blacks and
whites have been denied access to these views, Thus is dissent muzzled.

This has sctually been done while the Government-appointed Stayn
Commission into the Mass Media has been hearing evidence.

Mrs. Mtimkulu, the wife of banned journalist, Phil Mtimkulu, said,
"My husband does not lnow, and may never know why he is being punished".
(Sowetan 2/2/81), and Bishop Tutu said of the bannings thet "it was clear the
Government regarded black peonle as the enemy when it spoke of the total onal-u ht”,

(Sowetan 2/2/81)

In discussing the bannins of Post and Sunday Post ite acting editor,
Mr. Joe Latakgomo, said, "We at Post tried to refloct black society as we saw it,
We believed in fighting for a juot society for all and supported in our column:c
thoso black organisations which reascnably roflected the views of the majority.....
The Government's so-c.lled changes wore not chenges at all. e....In no way can wo
be party to the Prime Minister's total strategy. The Covernment scems to forget
that we keep it informed as much as we do our black readers". (Star 23/1/81).

The Police Amandment Act and tho Key Installations Amendment Act furthaer
restricted the right of the Press to publish the imposition of restrictions and
the names of people on whom they are imposed, and informution about police methois,
together with any information about key installations,

A Labour Bill was introduced designed to control strike action and to
allow for treatius with the Homeland governments to enable the repatriation of
migrant workors.

The second Wischahn Commission Report was tabled rccommending intor alia
that there should be no mixed appronticeship training.

The Hoexter Commission sat/~=Page Elover/
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The Hoextor Commission sat to investigate tho adminigtration of
Justice and the possible introduction of Intermusdiste Courts. In his memorandun
to the Commigsion Judge Didcott exposod tho diminishment of the Supreme Court's
functicnes and stotus ov.r the years and was critical of appointments tc the bonch
over the last thrco decades.

Prisons are an integral part of the administration of justice. OCOf
those the Chief Deputy Commissionur of Prisons, Lieutcnant-General M.C.P.Brink, in
his submission to the Commission said that prisons worv built to hold more than
70,000, but had a daily population eof 102,000,,.. fbout a quarter of the prison.on
awaiting trials roturnod to jail after the trials.....He could not account for
the remaindor......Lagt year 14 to 18 porcent of the daily prison population wora
prisoners awaiting trial. (Star 4/2/61).

Forced removalns have continued. They may not havo been of the froat-
end=loader type. The prussure excrted on people has been somewhat more subtle.
But people continue to be uprooted and removed and dumped in overcrowded homeland s,
where poverty has escalated to an alarming degrce. Poople are starving.

Children are dying. And loopholes for illegal work in urban areas are rapidly
closing.

In the Ciskei alone studies showed that about 50 percent of 2 = and 3 -
year old children were malnourished, and more than 10 percent wore found to be
suffering from diceasco such as kwashiorkor and merasmus, (Star 8/12/80)

The Group Arcas Act continues to be administerod with harshness. loro
than 500 casos under the Group Areas Act were expocted to come up in one waeek in
February in Jochannesburg. So=called "non-whites" were baing charged with
occupying homes in so-called white areas (RDM 18/2/81)., 3300 Coloured famili.s
still await romoval in the Cspe Peninsula (RDM 20/2/81).

There was a shortage of 41,300 houses for Coloured people and 15,300 fer
dsians at 31st December, 1979 (Hansard 8/80).

This yoear legislation was introduced proposing the iesuing of a
uniform identity document for all population groups, and for taking fingerprints
of all new applicants, There is provision for identity documents to be produced
immediately. In introducing the Bill Mr. Heunis said that the "total onolau ht?
made this Pill necossary. (Star 14/1/81) It would scem that the Govornment's idca
of doing away with discrimination is to submit the entire population to the
indignities previorsly sufferod only by blacks = of extunding restrictions rather
than removing them.

One of the purposes of the Bill as set out in the preamble is "to cot
up a network controlling the identity of the holders of identity documents and
registered residential and postal addressos®

There should be no surprise/ :--- Page Twolvo/
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Thore should Le no surprise at this dovelopment. It is totai.
koaping with tho Government's total strategy of concentrating nore and more pcwer
and control in fewer and fewoar hands. The administrative changes introduced by lhe
Prime Minister - thae Security Council, the Cabinet Committee system, tho high-
powerad secretariat the aypointed Members of Parliament, the inclusion of hi;h
level army personnel in the machinery of govarnment - all these moves are
specifically designoed to entrench Mr. Botha and his henchmen in power.

Thia having boen schieved the next move is to make contrel easier
to exercise - throush censorship, sanctions, silence military and police strenith
and officiency. TBverywhore there has been an actual or intended tightoning vp
process, in justice, in the Press, in Trade Unions, in Bducation, in the
Coenstitution, in populaticn control - all concealed bchind a curtain of lihber.l-
gounding rhotoric and all part of the total strategy.

When the chips are down there does not appear to bo all that much
difference between Mr. Botha'c so-called reformist policies and those of the
Naticonaliet dieharda. Speaking in the No Confidence debate this year Mr. Dothuo
made it clear he would not put his reform policy ahead of Nati-nalist unity.

He said, "There are no differences of principle in this party" (RDM. 8/1/£1)

This is born out by black perspectives. Writing in the Race Rel sticnc
News in Decamber, 1500, Mr. Agzrey Klaaste, who was an assistant editor of Poot,
said "If whites wish to delude themselves that these principles (of oppesitinn
to povernment, the Rule of Law and a free press) are still part of the roliticol
reality, we blacke heve ss2en through the artifice. We are especially
apprehensive becuuse intelligent people have Y“een fooled into Lelievirg thooe
things are otill part of our heritage, where the truth is that the country io
steeped in deceit and self-deceit". (R.R. News.December 19580)

In discusaing the concept of a constellation of States Chief Mangore,
President of Bornhuthatswana gaid there was a real danper of South Africa
acquiring a "ginister big brother image.....For any form of constellaticn to
succeed the omuo is on South iAfrica to prove that the structure is not a cloak
under which is hidden a bid for South African dominance and hegemony".RDM 9/12/70),

The attitule that Governmant policies has nurtured in black peorle,
with or without the co-called reforms of Mr. Botha, is typified in a letter to the
Press by Mr. Shadrack Lekotoko, who says "The hell with society, if it doec neot
want me, I do not want it", Coupled with this goes @ sense of helplessuen:, ol
"inahility to influence the course of one's own life or of the world". RDM 26/1/.1)

The editorial in the first icsue of the daily Sowetan said,"Thic
Government has beon a gevernment of contradictions. While, on the one hand, tho
rest of the world wac told that we are moving away from discrimination, the
opposite was true back at home.....The Covernment consciously made avery "ncw

" wmus that anybody could read into them whatever they wished".
fﬁ&ntiﬂ At the opposito end/ 13/
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At the n;posite end of the polu the Government has apparently deiuv'.l
the Kappiekommando into believing that it ie intreducing such drastic changes .o
be "going agsinst every idoal and moral the true Afrikaner represents™. Thay h:vo
received the "call of God to save South Africa against u overnment th:t waz roxly
to give in to the blacks", (RDN 12/1/81).

The result of Government ambipuity is a confused electorate and an an_uv
voteless majority, with an immense and growing chasm between black and white
thinking., The Government has renegod on its promises to do away with discriminatinn
thus fuelling the fires of black frustration, yet at the same time it has woven -

a web of words as to convince large sections of the white community that it is iatcnt
on change.

It seema to nce that total strategy mecans that within the non-ne;jotiable
confines of white [rivilege and power, the Government is propared te conceda crly
what it considers to be the minimum sufficient to satisfy its own view of hlack
demands and aspirationg = political, social and economic, Anything that is
beligved to threaten its total strategy ies interpreted as part of the total
onslaught, internal as well as external, and is to be su;iressed and subjectud to
total control,

The Prime Minister seemed to recognise that sometring more than thios
was required when he spoke of "Adapt or dio", but he has apparently lost sight of
it in his detormination not to rock the National Party boat, or perhaps he never
really helieved it.

In the event our country is presently embroiled in a goneral eloction
which appoars to have been called to mend the rifts within the National Party, witi
total disrcgard for the urgent problemc facing us or the silent majority in the
sidelines, who listen, who read, who recognise their consignment to a-parant
irrelevancy in white eyes, and who must wond :r at the ability of whites to deluda
themselves and each other alout the real relevarcy of their own election and the
political games they play.

Maybe members of the Government really belicve in their constell sticn
of states, in black national st.tes, in a total onslaught, in their iotal strote
as a new deal, and may.e they have been able to convince the white electoratoc.

If so they have done cur country no favour. They have never come to yrips with ti:g
actual problems. These have seamed to elude their grasp.

What ought to be concarning the country richt now is the urpent
necessity toc find ways and means of enabling all the people of our country to .ot
together to devise a constitutional plan which would be accertsble to all the
various groups vhich comprise our sociaty,

Tc achiave this it would havg/---
Page Fourteon/
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To achieve this it would have to Le devised by all the people enjoying
equal bargaining power, a situation which should be imrlicit in such negotiations,
though the actual process of Largesining would inevitably create its own power,

It will make little difference to the future of our country if the
Naticnalists are returned to power with a largeror a smalloer majority. Bither way
they will continue to rule as they see fit. It ia therefore over to the white
orposition, and the fur lerger black opposition, to indicete to the Government ite
determination to participate, sooner or later, in a negotiating process, that tho
sooner this happens, the better, and that the longoer it takes the more likelihocod

there is of escalating viclence.

The Black Sash has always endorsed such a solution to the problems eof our
country. We shall continue to do so, to work towards it, to try to reinforce the
toetering bridges betwecn the various groups in our country, and hopefully to hel: to
build a bridge intc the future.

JOYCE HARRIS
NAaTICNAL PRESIDENT

THE BLACK S4S

MiRCH 1581.
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