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ERNATIONAL CONFERENCE SUPPOKT OF LIBERATION

HOVEM:NTS AND SCLIUARITY WITH FRUNTLINE STATES,
LUSAKA, ZAKBIA, 10 < 13TH APIIL, 1979

| Stetement of the President of the

African National Congress of South Africa,
D;;ve; R, Tambo

The Afro-dsian eolidarity movement has traversed a long and
complicated ‘but glorious .path since the days, 25 years ago next .
year when a delegation. of the African Natjonal Congress travelled
from Johannesbung.to Bandung in Indonesia to.join hands with.
representatives of the peoples of the rest of Africa and.of Asia
to bring into being what has ,proved intself as a steadfast ffi.mg
of all peoples fighting for national and social emancipation,

the Kfro-Asien 'People's Solidarity Organisation,

The African.National Congress is.proud that over all these yea 8
it has merched arong the ranks of the peoples represented by
this Urganisation, particpating.in the great struggles that have
seen the wiping out of colonialism from the African and Asian
continents and the re-emergence -of . hundreds of millions. of people
in world pqlitics ag free and active pcrticipants in. the- collec~
tive. construction.of .a better, humnn destiny.

We are moved to recall the words of our late President Chief
Albert Luthuli when he opened the 42nd Annual Conference of the
ANC in 19%3. To this dey we repeat after him: ™Our interest im’
freedom is not confined to ourselves only. /e are interested
in the liberation of all uppréessed people in the whole of Africe
and in the world 88 @ wholessessssssssesss Our active interest
in the extension of freedom to all people denied it mekés' us
ally ~qreelves with freedom forces in the world",
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The struggles of this alliunce of "freedom forces in the

world" has brought us, to the. threshold or the realisapion oz
the goals set out at Bandung. peyopq togt tnregnoia ile Two
great Asian and ATrican questions ol contemporary international
politicse, viz. the liberation of the people of Palestine and
the restoration of. their.national rights and the liberation

of the peoplecs oI poutsnern.airica ang wue resgoration of

their national rights.

It is therefore appropriate that tn.= conference should take
place in:lLumska, the capital af the hepublic.of Lamhis:because,
for.Afirica, thig gteat Hepubklic répresmnts both actually amd,
symbolicallyy physitaelly:and politically, the-threshold I
total.-liberasgion. whichiywe have réaghed .as .a result of the
struzgles of the-peoule of this countrysacting in alliance

- -Wwish :the freedom forces .of the! world.

This very setting, the commitment.and.the daily participation
of the people and government, UNIP and the fresident of this
country, Dr: Kénneth Kaunda,  in-the struggle for:the libera-<
tion of Southern-African, inmediately suggest.what tasks

face this' very importsnt:conferenceu:

e think it is proper that this.conference should:'strive;to:
 reach a comprehensive understanding of - Southern Afritén
actuality and on the basis of A#hat understanding end:as fellow
‘combatants for e common cause look once more into the question
- what is to be done?.

The ouestion whether Southern Africa would ever.be liberated
was answered many years @go, and practically,. by the victories
nf the arrrcan forces of national liberation over Lritish.
Prench and Belgtan.colgnjelism. These victories bpth vprove
that colonialism hadsoutlived its time, and gave birth to a
vast rear base which made,possible the raising.of the level of.
confrontation in tnuﬁe countries which were as yét in hnndaga.
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The second questibn, whether the sfrican liberation movements
could in fact succeed in their struggles despite the stubborn
ermed resistance of the colonial powers wue answered also in
the affirmative, in the first instance by the victory of the.
people of Algeria under the leadershin of the FLN. |

The victories of FRELIMO, the PAIGS and thé LPLA and no less
that of the Vietnamese people over US imperielism, brought |
this lesson to the very door step of extreme and entrenched
imperialist domination in South Africa, simbabwe and Namibia.
The answe was therefore simply this that - yes, the liberation

movements will win regardless of what the enemy does to deny
us our victory.

The third question, what kind of liberation this would be has,
for us in Southern sfrica, been answered again prictically

by the realisation of popular power in Angola and hozambique
and the process of social transformation which that popular
power has started in these two countries.

Imperialism recognises thut even in Southern africa and in
Palcstine, naked ~olonial rule can no longer be nu;ﬁtained.
The colonised peoples themselves sare deronstroting in preactice
and in full view of the imperialiats themselvesa, that they

afe determined to achieve victory or to perish in the pursuit
of that victory.

O0f course this is not the first time that imperialism has
been faced with tHis reality. 'Ye all know what happened
historically - the imperialists had to coucede indepnendence

to the colonised neoples, as they will surely be forced to
do in Southern sairica,

However, as an inevitable consequence of the development of
the Africen revolution, as we huve said, the liberation move-
mcnts of Southern Africa os well as the imperialists themselves
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are [faced with the question what kind of decolonisation shall
this ‘be!

The fact that this qliestion has become an issue of practical
and immédiate poiitics in Southern africa is a sign of how
much the balance ur 1orces nas changea in this region, ir
Africa and the world. A mere 20 years ago, this question was

being leughed out of court as premature within the wilieu of
African politics.

Today, “the imperialists théemselves recognise the immediacy
of 'this question. As President Samora hachel said at the end
of Jamiary, 1979, speaking in maputo before the Co-ordinating
Bureau of the Non-Aligned countries:

MEwen 'tv imperialism itself, it has become clear that
golonialism in ..imb.bwe and Namibia and apartheid in
:South Africa, are doomed by history. The imperialist
'powers dre icarrying out ma&noeuvres of sll kinds so as
to ensure that the full:of thede regimes does not mean
the final liquidation of their interests, their hegemony
and Itheir power in this region. * Their objective is
to prevent the genuineiand ‘comoblete ‘liberation of
 ~Zimbabwe, ‘liamibia and Scuth Africe‘and to deny them
the'.right to break the chuins of imperi&liﬁt dominetion".

Thus while imperialism recognises that the time for the
ﬂecﬂlnniaatlnn of South Africa, liamibia and Zimbabwe heas coue,

it wants'a type of decolonisation which will leave its 1nterepts,
its hegémﬂny and its power in the region intact ,, & Torm of
liberation therefore which will be incomplete and 1rﬂudulﬂnt
leaving the peoples of Southern africa bound hend and foot

to the imperialist system of econowic, military, political

and other relations, the objects of imperialist explc;tatinn _
and dumination under 8 new guise. Ih.ﬁhh:tjzimpérialiam:qims
for & neo-colonialist decolonisation.
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The continuation of imperialist hegemony in -imbabwe, Namibia
and South Africa aims nov unly to protect the immense imperi-
alist interests iu these countries. To return azain to the
statement made by President kachel {rom which we have already
quoted:

"(Southern .frica) is probably the region which will become .
the, pivot and the main site of’ confrontation, the region .
in ﬁhinh the fundamentel principles of nation independence
and humean equality are still contested. Here, imperielism
refuses to recogmise the existence of genuinely sovereign,
genuinely non-aligned aAfrican States. It violently
opposes. the establishment of socialism in lozambique

and Angola. It tries to preserve the racist states

as an operational terrorist force against free. Africa"..

Thus. imperialism. wants to maintain its hegemony in Namibia,
Zimbabwe and South Africa in order to uese thie area as its:
bage: 40 put' back under its hegemony the indenendent states of
Southern Africa.’ Conversely, imperialism is haunted by the
spectre that the more than 30 million peorle of the unliberated
south of Africa will succeed to break the chains of imperialist
domination and achieve complete and genuing liberation, an
event. that would huve radical and fundamental répernuﬂsiana,
further altering the relations between Africe and the imperia-
list world'in favour of the masses of the ordinary working
people of our continent. |

The critical factor that confronts imperialism is that its
antagonists as represented by the PLO in Palestine, S/APO in
Nemibia, the Patriotic Front in %imb.bwe and the ANC in South
Africa represent a future that is not anti-colonial merely
but anti-imperianlist &s well. These liberation movements are
the midwives of & future which Will be characterised by the
transfer of all power to the people: |
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by all power this conference should understand exactly that
we mean political power, economic power, military power =
a zenuine &nd meaningzful transfer of power to the peonle.

It would be of little moment to the racists of Southern Africu,
the zionists in Israel and their international allies if .these
organisations renresented a minority tendency on the fringes
of a larpely sﬁ—callgd “mﬂderafp"_hrnad libefutiqn mﬂ?eméﬁt

The fact however, is that these rovements arc the genulne
repreéentétiveaidf_the;r pecples. They ccnstltutﬁ the core
and the vanguard of the liberction forges of their respective
countries without whom and against whom no just and luﬂting
solutions, of the fuﬂﬂﬂmﬂﬂtﬁl prnbleuﬂ nf the Middle na t

and Eauthern Africa are pﬂﬁﬂlblﬂ;

The imperiullrts themselves vecngnlre this JEﬂlltF-- Toke fmr
instance the stwtemnnt made by Lule Sebe, anﬁulntee of the
South African regime who has the tasnk to auninlqter the biﬂkﬂi
pvantusten, dJdere is what he said at the end of last yeer:

wPHe Rhodesian and South West African’ questions
will be settled one way o other witiin the neit
aix rionths and an evaluatibn of certain kspects *
of the conflict which occurred there needs to be
nede as it is relevant 'to our bwn future.....
It would seewr inevitable that immédistely the
hhodesian ond South  cst Africun problenis are
settled, the ALC Will bégin a detérmined onklau-
¢ht on South africa, both ekteinnlly und
internrlly in & bid to obtain added recog-
nition for itself, initioclly urong third world
powers, but luter internationally. ovents
of the past have Hhﬂhﬂ'thﬁt'ﬂhﬂﬁlé the AHC
be determined ecnouzh in their cfforts, they

hiswve o very good chince of sunccess,
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Pirstly, they can succeed in obtaining recog-
nition for themselves as being the only relevant
onposition to the white South African gouvern-
ment, with UN membershin to back their cleim.
When once that happens, the leaders of homelands
and independent (Banturtans) will be in an |
invidious position",

wWe should however remember th..t e:.actly because they rccognise
this reality, ' the imperialist cowers are carrying out
manoeuvres of all kinds so @s to ensure that the fall of the
racist regimes does not mean the final liguidation of their
interests, their hegemony and their power in this region".

lo achieve this result irperialism has erbarked on an
amoitious, inteurated and brutal offensive designed to pro-
duce a solution in Southern Africa and the Middle wnast

which will guarantee the permanence of its hegemcny in
these regions,

what are the principal uvoments of this offensive?

(&)

(b)

(c)

the racist regimes and their allies aim physically to
liquidate the liberation movements in Southern africa,
both within their respcctive countries and in their
areas of sactuary in the Frontline States;

simultancously they aim to compel the neighbouring
independent States to turn against the liberation
movements. For this purpo=e, as we all know, they have
resorted to regular military raids'deep into the Front-
line States, annihilating hundreds of people and
derstroying property;

they are also very busy creating such forces among the
black oppressed as would replace the white ninority
regimen as the guarantors of the permanence of imperialist
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hegemcny- in Southern Africa in exchange fur high-sounding
titles. and a life of luxury for a handful of black treltcrs;

(d) irverialism is «t. the same time. continuing to.pour
military and econoric, support into South africa and
Rhodesia to ensure that the racist regimes in these
countries remain continuously the princip«l factor
determining the content and pace of any process of
decolonisation;

(e) impericlism has also stepped up its intervention within.
" the world demdcratic Wiovement, to turn this movement. - :
away Prom ‘its ‘anti-imperialist positions and step by
step to détacH from it important contingents and use
these in its global offensive against the forces of
national liberation, social progress and peace.-

tmong other things, this strategy means that:

In oppositien to éach genuine libération movement created by:
the marnses of the oppressed people to serve as the represen-
tative of their aspirations, imperialism is trying to create
its own “decolonisérs whem' i%" dés¢ribes as internal as
oppored to our being external and therefore not representing
the people, to serve as the reoresentatives of continued
imperialist domination:

In drect relationship as‘ the foroea of reaction are doing
everything in their power to. bolster these hired decoloni-
sers, 8o galgo. -are they intensifying their compaign phyalcally
to. liquidate the authentic liberation movements within.
thedr respgctive countries and in their tewmporary homes in
the Frontline :States, to ensure that we who are dying tn
secure our liberation do not force nur,nenplé to vnta,fﬁr
their own liberation!
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Simultaneously as they raise a clamour about human rights and
shuttle to and fro -between Pretoria, Salisbury and Windhoek
and the capitals of the western world prolessing a determina-
tion: to bring about a just and peaceful solution, the im-
perialist countries are stepping up their aid to the racist
regimes, to gunranteé the continued existence of these regimes.

To our strategic line.that armed struggle is & necessary

and decisive factor in securing victory, imperialism answere
by seeking to cut us off from the Frontline States, the
gocialist countries and the rest of progressive humanity
while working rapidly to create new puppet military forces

in Southern Africa and to increase the level of participation
by foreign mercenaries, amid more strident calls for a peace-
ful solution and touching expressions of grave concern that
unwittingly we have turned ourselves into tools of so-celled
Soviet imperialism.

In the kiddle East the desperate smerican effort to establish
peace and work towards the restoration of the national rights
of the Palestinian people has resulted in the detachment of
Ezypt from the rest of the Arab world, the heightening of
tension in the region, a treaty undertakingz by Egypt not to
allow the Palestinimn people o cintinue their struggle from
Egyptian soil, the offer of Bantustans to the Palestinians
and the release of Israeli pilots to:fly combat missions
against the peoples of Southern Africa.

in the far Eat the normalisation of relations between the
People's Republic of China on the one hand the Japan and the
USA on the other, aimed, we were made to believe, at the
rglaxatian of international tensions and thg extension o. the
frontiers of peace, huve been followed by the obrogation by
China of a peace treaty of long-standing, the invation of
the Socialist Republic of Vietnem and military missions from
Peking:to aecquire the most modern weapons from western world.
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It should therefore be clear that the perspective that
nnﬁfrﬂnta us here in Southern africa is one of an intenasified
ununter-uffenslve bv the recist regimes and their allies, .
This nffensive is made all the inore neceapary from the, point
of view of the enemy ny the very. fact of the atrgngjb of. |
the liberation movements end the level of consciousness
among the broad mcsses of our people. . The steadfest
Euppﬂrt for and invnlvement in the cnmmnn struggle of the
Frontline Stateq, the reat of afrlca, the socialist and.
other prngressive ;nuntrles as well as other contingents.of
ﬂemucratiq mankind, including the forces represented .at this
Cunference, have enabled us to raise the intensity of the
cﬂnfrﬂntatinn hftwean the forces of progress and those, of
reaction, The genuine liberation of Southern Africa ir
neqfer'tuday than it hﬁé ever been in the past.

As a result of all this, the fascist regime of Botha and

Varster is confronted with the further deepening of the
general erisis of the apartheid system., It funds itaelf

unabie to solve any of the fundamental problems thﬂt in—
exﬂrubly lay the busis for its own dcstruction.

As the racist fesime gec s greatcr need to entrﬂnch the
EpﬂrthElﬂ system, the more the nasses of our penple and the’
intertiational cnmnunity re;ect it, compelling even the most
timid to cry out - enough, no more!

It is this failure wiich has resulted in the so-called
information scandal whose significance lies in the fact that
it has exposed to the-white population what theiblack people
have always known te be true; that the apartheid: apstem is
b:sed on nurder, theft, ‘lies.and corruption, all perpetfeted
by a‘group of people who wo.1ld like everybody to believe ‘that
they ore.deputies elegted by Ged.
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Similarly the implementation of the Bantustan programme
serves further to convince our people that by sacrificing
their -lives in the struggle for the seizure of power, they
have nothing to lose, and their country to gain.

In his brief but full life Solomon Mahlangu towered like a
colossus, unbroken and unbreakable, over the fascist lair.
He, on whom our people have bestored accolades worthy of the
hero-combatant that he is, has been hanged in Pretoria like
8 common murderer. Alone the hangmen Piried Solomon,

bound by a forbidding oath theat his g:a#e shall remain
foreover a-secret. because, in his death the spirit of
Solomon Mahlengu. towers still lie a colossus, unbroken and
unbrcakable, over the fascist lair.

To malign him, to malign hie comrades and his organisations -
which have yet to discharge their historic miseion, and which
will avenge the assassination of this and other prisoners

of war, the fascist tyraits but'oﬁf'the atory that Solomon
had ceased to be &s we know him, brave, confident and fecr-
less of death. But we Knew they lied. Now the whole world
knqu_nnat he approached “the gallcows as befits a loyal and
discipiinea combatant of Unkhonto we Sizwe, sworn to liberate
his people whatevér the cost, as that Solomon who had
volunteered to serve his people’until victory or death.

Un behalf of the African National Congress, our people's
army Umkhonto we Sizwe and the struggling people of South
ﬁfricé, we would like to take this uﬁﬁﬂrtunity to salute
all who are gathered here for the battle you fought to
save the life of Solomon, We would aleo like to extend
that sentiment to those others who ere not with us here,
governments, national and international orgenisations,
nﬂmmunitigs and individuals who also added their voices to
the demuna vo save the life of Solomon.
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Our people inside South africa have done as we expected

them to. Unequivocally they stood by Salomon to the lest
moment because to them he -was & son, .a. brother, thelr-p:pdyﬁt,
his cause thédirs; his death g-challenge spurring them. to
greater efforts to remove the regime which continues to
display -such callous disregard of everything that is moral
and just and humeane. .

At the.end of the day, the fas¢ist regire of Botha and Voreter
stood aleone in front of all humanity, alone in its regerd

of the pursuit of freedom as a crime punishable by death,
alone in. rejoicing that a life =20 young and so full of
promise:hed so suddenly and so brutelly been termin. t. ..

In Pretoria, on the 6th Anril, at dawn, a heinous crime vas
cpmmittaﬁ against our people, against humanity. Ior our
pErf, tnere can be only one reply one reply to the murder
of Solomon kahl:zngu and that is to intensify our general
offerisive against the regime of assassins that holds our
people in servitude. The African National Congress, Umkhonto
we Sizwe snd our people have the will and the determination
to succeed.  Indeed with such stalwarts as Solomon Mahlangu
in our midst, ‘things could not be otherwise, especially in
this centéﬁar? yeir of the victory of our people at
IsandlWind, & year which our people designete as the Year
of the Soear.

We are convincéd that out of this very important conference
will come a clear call:
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- to consolidate and raise the level of unity among
all anti-imperialist and anti-racist forces:

- to increase material and political support to the
ANC, S5UAPO and the Patriotic Frunt, and rally to the
support of the PLO;

- to increase support to the Frontline States:

- to isolate further the fascist regimes in Pretoria
and S:lisbury;

"to compel the westen countries to cease their support for
these regimes.

The dangerous situation that has arisen in Southern africa
itself a reflection of how close we are to real and genuine
victories throughout Southern Africa makes imperative the
practical realisation of these demands., ¥We can, with
certainth say that such is the nature of the forces rep-
resented here that the results of this Conference will
indeed take us one giant step nearer to the full accomp-
lishment of the tasks laid down at the Bandung Conference.
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