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It is now 9 months since the Lisbon Conference in support of
the peo-les of Southwern Africa was held. In a vay, the deve-
lopments that have taken glaca since then, aapaciaily in the
field of international solidarity, are c¢lngely associated wita
the results of this conference. '

This is particularly the case in 'iestern Lurope, some of whose
governments continue to act as a serious uhatauia to the efiorts
of the rest of democratic mankind in support of, tue eroic
struggles of the peoples in the Soutiern Africa region, by either
giviny direct support to the Vorster and Smith regimes, or by
engasineg in diverse politital and divlomatic manouvevies, wiich

in the final analysis only help to shore up these regimes and
perpetuate their siran;leihold over millions of oopressed pcople
in the area.

The African Hlational Congress views this ocurrent meetin as a
particularly important event for thae international solidaxit
movenient with the liberation movements in Southern Africa an

wae are counfident that at the end far-reachin/, decisions in

support of the common siruzle against imperialist and colonilist
aguression and exploitation and racial bigotry will be arrived at,
(ur current meeting must also live up vo the decision of the Ul
declaring 1970 an knti—ﬁpartheid {uﬂr vhose campalgn was launched
on the 2lgt lwareh, That event will also add to the rreat signifi-
cance of our deliberations. S

‘tThe Hituation in South Africa.
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'Me situation in the Southern Africa rexion as a waiole has been
characterisced by a steady intensification of the strugzle of the
peoples and this 1as been the main determing factor and driving
force behind the intensive political develonments that were
witnessed in Zimbabwe, Nanibia and fouth Africa itself.

In Namibia and Zinbabwe the scarch for nolitical alternaicives to
the course set by the revolutionary represeniatives of tae peonles
in ti.ese countries conbtinues to occupy the attention of the Lmiun
and Vorster resimes and their intoernational allies.,

The group of 5 western members of the UN Securiiy Council, iritian,
France, thae USA, Cangda and ‘‘est @ermany -~ intensified their
sontact with the Vorster regime whose aim, inteymational public
wag informed, was to eventually brin% about an internationadly
reco;:nised and accepted solution of the Namivbian problem.
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On the other nand, the foutn /African resine has refused Lo even
consider SVAPO as tJE sole legitimate spokesman o the peodle
of Namibia, despite the fact that it is clear to all concerned
that no solufion can ever be brougat about without the partici-
pation of SUACC whose always Decn clear and consistent.

The Smith rerime, in alliance with African stooges in Zimbabwe
the Rev. Sithole Bishop nuzarewa, and Chief Chirau, = announce

a scttlement in terms of whichh so-=called majority rule would be
declared in Zimbabwe by the end of lecember 1973, Under normal
circumstances this fraudulent settlement plan should have been
condenned without difficulty by all those wao nave all along
prophessed to be working for a just solution in Zimbabwe. ‘he
prevarication of the British and American rulin;, circles on this
question has been clearly noticable and it is obvious that it is
now only a matter cf time before they and their allies pive public
sunport to the sell=-out setilement scheme of the "Gang of 4" in
odesia.

It is e1 a meetin: such as t1s one that we should come out with
a cateporic position in support of the clearly-stated stand of
the Patriotic l'ront which continues to rally and lead the people
of Zimbabwe in a strusgle for senuine indenendence.

In South Africa, the bastion of imperialist reaction on the African
continent, the strufgla of the oppressed peconle under the leader-
ship of the African National Con;ress, continued to steadily
intensify during the past months, drawing in to the arena of
political activity ever-growing sections of the oppressed
population bothh in the urban centres and in the rural backwaters

of our country.

Indeed, never in the history of white minority domination has the
re;ime of terror been faced with a dilemma of such magnitude. In
the face of nalied terror and ever=tightening administrative control,
thie supher-exploited Black workers, the youth, the revolutionary
intellectuals, tie rural and urban masses are denonsirating that
tiey will not let go the political initiatvive which has passed
over irrevocavbly into their hands.

The bantruptcy oi the so-called Dantustan snlutlun on which the
*emlne has staked the lhiopes for mobilising the oppressed masses
ovor to its side has heen clearly axposed, Juring the final
preparations for the emerpence of the Dophuthatsvana Bantustan
towaxds *ha end of last year, tliec clear unacceptability of this
form of 1ndﬂpandnnna was unequivocably expressed by the masses
of our people. The South African press revealed th& fact that
fewer than 20% of the elligable 'voters" in this Bantustan cast
their vote. Dut of course, in order to justify the vhole farce,

he propaganda machine of the apartheid regime attempted to
project a different picture of the stark reality.



Other organs of remote control such as the Community Councils,
which are replacing the Urban Bantu Councils, have come into
trouble, Not so long ago the citimens of Soweto almost massively
boycotted elections to these councils., This led even some
fifrikaner intellectuals to publicly state that the African people
will only be satisfied with full independence, thereby demonstra-
ting their somewhat reluctant understanding of +the clear writing
on the wall.

The paralycis of the Bantu ISducation system has continued even
though the ogime had naively hoped that the mere dropping of the
word "Bantu" would overnighi change the complection and the

nature of the education which our peconle are rejecting in favour of
universal and equal education for all,

It is, howcrer, clear thav imm-di:te steps are necessary to provide
an alternative to the thousands of children who, because of their
courageous stand, are presently 1oaming the strcets. The African
National Congress has entcred inio agreements with some African
countries for possibiliti--s of sciting up scheols to meet the
curront emergenc,” in this field ¢nd we call -pon the international
community to assist us t¢o realisc »ur plans to mecl the urgent
educational needs oi our —cople.

There has been a steady [ rowth of the strength and combat capacity
of the underﬂrnund Africon Hatlanﬁl Congress and its military wing,
Umkhonto we Sizwe. The ovidence ¢! the growing strength of our
revolution movement has been testified to by the increasing
nunber of sabotiuge acticns that have taken place in various parts
of the country, the overwhelming majority of which have not been
reported in the South Africen pres::. The activity f the urban
combat units of our military wing ave increcased to such an extent
that even gome other leaders of thr fascist regime have joined
James hruger, the Minister of Poli.., in soberly asseasing the
impossibidity of crusihing and dBEt*ﬂFlnﬂ the African National
Conpgress. In areas such as Iort =lizabeth the police have
publiely stated that they are vnrllng round the clock to discover
the units of the African National Congress responsible for recent
acts of sabotage. A number of cncmy aﬂents and spies have been
eliminated, ©Some of those eliminated are former members of our
revolutionary movement.

The underground actions of the African National Congress and her
revolutionary allies are accompanied by a steady stream of
propaganda both through underpground leaflets and also through
radio braadcasts, thanks to the assistance of an increasing
number of African countries in this field.

It should be noted that the United Nations has recently entered
the field of radio propaganda into South Africa. It will, however,
be important thet the ANIC, should play a major role in directing
this form of propapgancdae into South Africa, otherwise it can be
gelf-defeating and dangerous to the uninterupted progress of our

strugile.
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The economic crisis facing South Africa has continued to deepen
as a direct consequence of the steadily intensifying struggle

of our people. The permanently disturbed political climate and
the intensified activity of the international community in support
of our struggle, have rudely shaken the confidence of tiie overseas
investors in the omnipotent strength of the Vorster regime and 1ts

ability to protect the vast economic interests of the international
capitalist monopolies,

lhilst it is true that growing economic crisis has imposed a
hoavier burden on the shoulders of the Black people through rising
spiralling prices of essential commodities, rising transport

costs, high rents etc. unemployment, the suggestion that because
of thls factor it is unrealistic to continue to call for an
economic boycott of South Africa, must be rejected as playing

into the hands of the intermational monopolies that enjoy super-
profits through their activity in the apartheid economy and there-
by butressing the apartheid regime. The oppressed masses, especi-
a{ir the Black working class, are reacting to this situation by
intensifying their onslaught against the reggime and its domestic
and international supporters who bear collective responsibility
for their pliglhtt. hat is why our people are = ~~%inn the
growing calls for imposition of cconomic sanctions against the
regime and are branding as traitors those amongst them who are
calling for the abandonment of this course.

The Vorster Regime, in characteristic reaction to the growing
struggle of the people has intensified its repression whilest

at the same time it has aleo continuved to seek ways of weakening
the united resistance of the Black community.

A blow was struck against a number of Black political organisationa
and newspapers. lMore people have been murdered by the Vorster
regime either in the streets of our ghettoes or in detention
during the past 9 months., Vith unparalle’ed cynicism, the murder
of detainees has been shrus;ged o°f by the courts of Law and
consequently the police, responsible for these crimes, have

escaped unscathed., 5Such were the verdicts in the court cases
involving murdered detainees like Mzizi, Hoosen Haffejee, Steve
Biko and many others.

Many political trials are continuing in South Africa involving
scores of freedom fighters, This includes the trial of the
Pretoria 12, who from the beginning of this year are being re-—
tried following the death of the first trial judge. A great
number of our people were sentenced to long terms of imprisonment
last year.

The African National Conrress would like, however, to emphasise
the urpent question of Solomon lahlangu who was sentenced to
death recently following a shooting incident in Goch Street,
Johannesburg, last year. In the course of the trial Comrade
Mahlangu was referred to ac a member of the African National
Congress who had entered South Africa after receiving military
training in Angola. The court had alleged that he had entered
South Africa for the purpose of killing whites, evidently
deliberatly disturting the revolutionary aims of our national
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liberation struggle and seeking justification for the death
gsentence which was imposed on him at the end of the trial.

Solomon Nahlangu is not a criminal but a patriot who, like
hundreds upon hundreds of his compatriots, had answered the

call of the African National Congress and its milit wing,
Umkhonto we Sizwe, He is a prisoner of war and_must be treated
under the relcvant Geneva Conveticns, At the same time we
solemnly warn the Vorster regime that their monopoly of capturing
and dealing with impunity witi: those that fall into their hands
in the field of battle will soon be over.

During the second half of last ycar the Vorster regime introduced
its grand strategy for seeking to promote the divisions within
the Black cnmmuult{ by announcing its intentions to intrpduce 3
"separate and equal” parliaments for the white, Coloured and
Indian sections of our population, The rationale for this new
schene was that the 3 communities share a common fatherland to
exclusion of the African people who are supposed to have their
own geparate "fatherlands", the Bantustan tribal enclaves,

This action has of course been rejeeted by the Black communities
on the prounds that it #eeks to entrench the apartheid systei.
Instead, there has been a growing tenduncy towards seeking
greater unity amongst all sections of the Black community a::

a fitting robuff to the Vorster regime "8 schencs of divido

and oppress.

Not all is well within the ranks of the racist minority. Despite
the fact that the November 1977 so-called general elections
presented a picture of acceptance of te disasterous policies of
the ruling National Party by the white population, the existence
of political instability within this section of the population
cannot bo successfully swept under the carpet. The rate of
emmip;ration has continued to be a factor of concern for the regime
as it represents a measure of unease within the white population.

Replacenents for those whites fleeing South Africa has come mainly
from Smith’s Rhodesia. The unstable immigrant force is itself
fleeing from the wrath of the Patriotic Front and tae revolutionary
masses of Zimbabwe and is not likely to stake itself for the defence
of South African fascism as our struggle intensifies.

A growing number of white youth are refusing to be inducted into
the white racist army in spite of the fact that that the number
of those brought before the courts for this ecrime draft dodging
im increasing. Some of these young people have found their way
into the outside world where they seek political asylum, mainly
in Britain and the Netherlands. 'Me future does not huid an{
hope for relaxation of this concept especially as the possibility
of actually dying in the battlefield for a cause the white youth
docs not see its way clear to supvorting, increases. The more
radical of the white youth see the way out of the present crisis
in participating in many different ways in the revolutionary
stru$gla of the oppressed people as they become more and more
convinced that an essential pre-requisite for peace and thbiliﬁz
in South Africa lies in the destruction of the system that shackles
millions of their fellow citizens.,
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The international relations of the fascist regime have suffered
further setbacks in the past 9 months., The hey~days of the short-
lived "success" of the policy of so=-called detente in Southern
Africa have pione never to return. The independent peoples of
Africa through the Organisation of African Unity are now full
geared to giving all the necessary and possible supvort to the
armed struggle of the oppressed peonle of South Africa.

The Vorster regime has during the past 9 months gone through the
traumatic shock of losing the supnort of some countries in lestern
Lurope which it had regarded as its traditional allics, This is

the case with Holland whose Government leaders received a delegation
of the African National Congress in Uctober last year. The discus—
gions that took nlace did not only result in a clearer understanding
of the positions of the African National Congress, but at the same
time an apreement was reached whereby tiue Dutch Government would
channel various forms of humanitarian assistance to the African
National Congress,., 'his was indced o very important development

as 1t conclusively proved that it was posssible to braak the wall
of imperialist support for the Vorster rcgime by winning over some
of the smaller countries of .estern llurope.

It is common Imowledge that before these developments some Scandana-
vian countries, notably Sweden, had already established very close
fraternal relations with the ﬁfrican National Congress. lie must
attribute thesc developments to the growing strongth of the
golidarity movements in a growing number of countries of liestern
Lurope.

The United Nations Security Council finally adopted a mandatory
arms embargo against South Africa. Of course the African National
Conp,ress is not naively sitting back satisfied that all is well
after this event. Roecent developments have shown that the merchants
(of war) are still pursuing their business through intermediaties
and conduits such as Isreal, Iran, Chile and the other coX¥terie

of fascist regimes, especi&ily in Latin America,

This accounts for the rapidly strengthening relations betwecn
South Africa and Isreal and it is no longer a sccret that this
development has brought about close military ties and nuclear
collaboration betwecn the fascist task-forces of international
imperialism.,

The United Nations Security Council decision on an arms embargo
does, however, siow that it is no longer possible for imperialism
to totally ignore the pressure of democratic forces within the UN.
After all, the Carter administration cannot pretend that it is
interested in the well-beinp of the underdog through its demagogic
shouts of so-called defense of human righs when it will be seen

to be actually and openly supporting the fascist regimes that
continuously pose a threat to the peace and stability of the newly
independent states. This poses an increasing dilemma Tor Interna-
tional imperialism and at the same time it opens up new possibili-
ties for the peaceo~loving to successfully press ahead in the
struggle to effectively isolate the regimes of terror in Southern
Africas
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It must also been borne in mind that an urgent question before
the peace=loving international community is the growing nuclear
capability of the Vorster regime. This was further emphasised
by the exposure of the Vorster Regime’s plans for testing a
nuclcar device last year. We must not be taken in by the denials
wihich poured forth from Fretoria after the publication of the
Soviet News Agency stotoment exposeing the advancement of the
Vorster recime’s nuclear plans.

We must point out that the African lational Congress has forseen
the dangers of the nuclear collaboration between the imperialist
countries, e¢specially the Federal Republic of Germany and the
fascist pegime of South Africa. In no less than two publications
and in numecrous press statements our organisation has gone on
rocord in the past condemning the treache of 'lest German
imperialism and mobilising world public opinion to denounce the
dan;erous collaboration ~ This we did in the interests of peace
and security on the African c¢ontincnt and in the world as a wholo.

The acquiesence and cven the sunjort of the international imperia-
list system for the racist, fascist rogimes in Southern Africa

has emboldencd them to carry out persistently apgsreasive acts
particularly against the front-line African countries of Zambia,
Angola, Mozambique, Botswana, Swoziland and Lesotho., Thesc
countrics are being punizhed Tor their consiscenc and vital
support for the national liberation movements of the oppressed
(pcople) whilst at the same time it is clear th t their progressi-
ve internal socio=economic and politieal policics, especially

in the new Renublic of Anfola and Mozambique are seen as posing

a direct threat to the vast cconomic, strategic and political
interests of the imperialist systen.

It will recalled that the most recent aggression against the
Republiec of Zambia was carried out by the Smith wegime whilst

its Black stooges were tourin; some Western Ifuropean countriecs
including the USA canvassing, for support for the so=called
gettlement scheme apreed to between lan ismith and the 3 puppets -
Rev. Githole, Bishop Muzorcwa and Chief Cairau.

The iorld Confercnce Against Apartheid, lacism and Colonialism
which met in Iisbon, Portugal, from the 16th to 19th June 1977
adopted a programme of action which is still valid to the present

. uc would like, however, to mention somec Ifow points which
will talke into account some of ti:e new developments since the
historic conference.

We would like to summerise our demands as follows:

(1) The international community should intensify its
efforts to isolate the repgimes of terror in Southern
Africa, IFollowing, tie adoption of a UN Arms Embargo
asainst Gouth Africa last year, all efforts must be
made to extend the arms embarge resolution to embrace
mandatory economic sanctions including all other forms
of supnort for the Vorster regime. The international
democratic forces must ensure that all violations of
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

(&)

(9)
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the arms embargn which is obligatory on all member

states of the United Nations must be exposed and the
violators intcrnationally condeinned,

Urgent campaigns for the releasc of all politieal
prisoners in Southern Africa must be embarked upon
without delay. Thosc already condemnced to death
must be renrieved and given their frecdom,

We demand that freedom fighters captured on the
battlefiecld must be accorded prisoncras=of-war
status in terms of the relevant Geneva Conventions,

M1l creations of the Bantustan policies of scperate
development must be isolated ond denied international
rocopnition,

The growing South African nuclear potential rust he
exposed and condemned and prﬂsqure brou:ht to hear

on all the imperialist countries that collaborate

witih the Vorster regime in the nuclear field to ccase
sucli collaboration without delay. Specifically, we

recomnend that an international campaign be launched
against South Africa’s nueleocr enrichment project.,

The countries thuat share borders with the racist=fascist
repimes of South Africa and hhodesia must be piven all
possible assgistance by the international eommunity in
order to increase tuelr canacity to rencl the repcated
agrression by thesce terror regimes.

Wle call for non-recognition of the fraudulent manouevre
by Ian Smith and his pupnets.

The growing collahoration betwecn the faseist regime

of Johannes Vorster and Israel should be condemncd &s
posing a serious and continuing threat to the peace

and security of the African and Arab regions and

directed against the national liberation movement of

the African and Arab pcople, in particuler the Palestinian
resistance under the lcadership of the Palestinian
Liberation OUrganisation,

The liberction movements in Southern Afriea - the
Patriotic Iront, SUAY0 and the African National
Congress - must be {;iven all-round assistance to
increase their striking power against their common
encmies and for the liberation of the opnressed
peoples in South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia,



The ultimate victory of our revolutionary struggles leading to

the crecation of just and democratic societies in Southern Africa
will call for more sacrifice on thec part of the oppressed ncoples.
The course to that vietory is clearly along the intensification

of the armed revolutionary strugsle. Nothing will divert us from
this course. ile pay tribute to all our supporters in Africa, the
the Soviet Union, Cuba and other Socialist countries, the democra-
tic and progressive movements in !‘estern Lurope, America and Asia,
lle are confident that the results of the current meeting will
consolidate and extend that support,

VICTORY IS CSRTLLI!

AHANDLA NGA/ZTHU |

MATLA KI: ARONAI

DOUER TO THE PuiC.LE]
RiSLuAS. D BY
AFRICAN NATIUNAL CUNGRESS (S.A.)
INFORMATION AND UBLICINY (LiADJUARTLRS
BOX 1791
LUSAKA,
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