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IIE!E gE,!LﬁEE Eﬂ!ISTIEEE ON_SOUTH HFHIEI'E PRESENT,

lt-il nnt vary often to my knowledge that we have getherings of
this naturs - that is gatherings which embrace & variety of
denocainations in our black socisty. 5o I am very heppy to have
the honour to adress suoh a mesting particularly at this moment
of ‘crisis in the pericd of our South African history. o~

. For a Bleck Eh:i.tian: e glance at thl'prun-nt is &nprntning, it 1s
‘bleak, it gives & picture of a 1ifelese situation and above all it
qtunn L qulltlnn of Whet em I living Por? is it really worth 1t?
‘Howsver, looking sround our borders and recent huppaninps, s gli- L
mpee into the Puture eppeers rosy, it gives one the urge to live on

" and it gives one the wish to see the future of our beloved country
Eﬂuth Africa. It is the Christian hope for the future. Here, I
_remember the words of JUrgen Moltmann in his “"Theology aof Hops"®.

H- lhltnlz "lsg it not elways in the present alone that man is truly
-xiﬂtant, renl, cnntnmpurnry with himeelf, scquiescent and certain?
Mamory binds him to the past that no longer is. Hope casts him
upon tha future the:t is not yet.--- He hopes to live, but he does
not liva, He expects to be happy one day, and this expectation:
causes him to puu: guer the happineas of the present.”

Brnthnr: and sisters the topic to be discussed 1s: "Views of Black
Chri ans On Equ;h“lf:inu'u E;uulnt ‘and future"We will agrae that
these are different views about what we are and what we will be.
in an attempt to cover them, I have dacided to categorise -them so
that we also get a glimpse of the most recent vieuws,

The first category of viees ere the views of the individuals who
spply protective psychology. The best way of describing tham is by
slying they say things merely for the saks of @f saying them but they
hardlr ever mean what *hay say. To illustrate this category, vwe .
think of. those ppople who sing'songs of praiso to the present peliey
of Apertheid.- & thing not of their making- end making The govern=-
mant beliewa ‘that blacks are satisfied with i%t, however, whan they
meet their fellow blacks, they denounce the government and its po-
licy of apartheid whi:zh denies them (the hlnckﬁ} the :ight to deter-
mine their futures In short these people knnu which ‘side their
bread is buttered., Ledies and gentlemen, remember- the bread hag
wix sides! Their views are mord on the selfisn side. For the pre-

, sent they ment ko gain for thoasalves and ms for tha Future ap0a-
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Another illusv.afilon ie the case of "My bass", 1Flkhnl1' Br - i
*Sorens® "Mieses” and so forth. It is an open gecret that uu-t
people will plead with the White man end go to {he extant of nnfﬂhg.
"my bems, my beas? It amuses @ven that involvqd individusl nftntg
wards to recall that he was nhuut to land in trouble but an ordinas
word like "Bams" saved him, I sometimes wonder whether these
Whites do not see the whole thing .as Fllttlrr. All the eeme, thif
really sppreciate beinj nddrgnu-d in thlt manner) :htllt the b

man knows that he reslly does not ssy that From the &npth af hie
h-lrE"* He esays it meraly as & prntnatlu: moans to get whathhe" - '
wants immedistely. On a point uf ‘clariftication, I do’ not prﬂpugntl
that & black men must not plead his ‘way out of & predicement nor
that the white'man should not show mercy when in a position of both
strength end suthority but merely that ‘the communication should be
hunih and that the |ynpnthf nust hu shown because it is deserved
and not becomge I alu,d "Bass". :

L.

The second category of views I want tn danl -1thJ are the views of
the ignorent people. Here wgain, I shall put in !ﬂll clarification
By eaying thet those peeple ars ignorant, I meraly mean that they

are very much-sware of the set-up in our country but they do, nnt
'knuu theit right end the white men exploits just that aspect ur thalr
chacacters, Let us teke the example of the private hostels. We
know by now thet conditions in some privaete hostsls dre tppnlllng

in & lot of ceses. We have thess. people living there and they haup
‘Tesipned wahaglj,-“—du 'Pt#j'm#r r---'-:'l- ﬂn:r}ui_nut ;lnn% E{H‘lﬂ |
that they have the right to question their living conditions. To i
them what is of primary importence ie the ract that they get their '
weekly or monthly income by way of weges. hcwsver, for the future,
they believe that this prnsant yery dark cloud has & silver lining and
thoy mes this silver lining as growing to & clear sky one day. Ano-
ther example is tha caso of permits in the s0 called urban areas.

We are aware that arrests for such offonces erp pravalent and here,

we nesd not mention thet Alexandra tekes the confectiorary in this
respect. Agein here, these people - the ignorant croup-are not

assre that theit basic right is to be in &an eree for at laact sdventy
two hours before being earrested, The netursl ettitude they sdopt

ie rather to avoid visiting or paying ‘admission of guilt fines whan
errested. However, even in this cese, thcre is still e hope that
vtqmuthinq pneitive will turn up in the Fuhu:n. :

A grnur tu which-mwe ocan Hpﬂrﬂ ¢ fuw suntencuen im Ehe group oF ehal
ma Tormt mf *h nuabtpl ™. asg o8ra “l" ﬂr hh.
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people who in essence are s frustration to the black course. They
can be referred to as the proverbiasl rotten orange in the pocket.
'They are the psople who buy their gwn oppression, people who are
prepared to defend their own oppression, people who are not priF
pared nor sit down and question the evil in the present set up.

They are the people who take their future which hes been carefully
thought out for them by the white men end meskly struggle very hard’
to put it into practice. They are paid fantastic sums to pry into.
the sotivities of their.fellow blacks and give back the information
to the security pﬂliﬂ!.. Thay hn:n-h active state '1tn-unéi in our
duuntlnu:#:u':lllud terror trials, They ara these padﬁli in the po-
:licn force who arrest their fellow blacks with no sufficient evidence
or ressons., They are the civil servants who are rude to the public
for no spparent reasons. Thay are the Christians in Church who
appear to have a very clear line of damercation batween Christienity
and politics. Brothers and sisters, kindly note that when black
.Christisns talk politics they ere guickly reminded to seek the King-
dom of heaven...but on the other hand, to Whites, Christianity and
politics go hand in glove - needless to mention that most parliame-
ntarians are avowed christians. To this group of people, there is
no future for s long as the white man thinks for them, .thay are
eatisfisd and they are & danger tﬂlﬂﬂtiitft

The last and msin group”of Christisns that I am dealing with are
—.tha spo _called “rdﬂinnln::__fu me they are called redicals when in
essence they are not. Thiyh;;ﬁriﬁaﬁth?Iifiﬁﬁi'Iﬁﬂ—ﬂﬂ'ﬂﬂtmllni—tn--__
see a deterioration in the economic prograss of this country. They
also wish to have improvement in their human and race relations.
QUite often they are misinterpreted as saying: "Ruay with the whits
man® but personally I think the latter is = gross misrepresentation
"of facfs. It is a grisvous error, and I anly hope that it dﬁns no
grievous herm, for these people are the Ehrstians who advocate the

sharing of both power end economy of our beloved country.

They are pressang for change and in doing so they highlight thes evil
in the system of tha governmant. They exposa the policy of Apart-
haid (separate daualupmnnt] and consider it to ba a particularly
inhuman and degrading form of racism and racisal descrimination, and
the South African sncinl andlabour policies are doomed abhorent as
tfﬁ;fiad by the imposition of increadingly harsh 1ny:'-hinh prohibit
free smployment. -Elementary human and trade unions are being denied

s and tha lutter arae kapt nuhntqﬂ_uf_nu;ﬁn; WL AG




-11-1nnt;nn: nf“ull forms of rnnimi descrimination.

o sl el . -

Tqir almo rlnlinu—thn. aunry nutiun or race cen “coneist’ ‘of different -
ivlhti-..fh; American nntiun hne & uurinby of language grnupu in it
and sp is the Ennudian nutinnp-“Tﬁn “South ' Africen nntinn nut nntinnn,
should bn prlnililf alung the same liﬂﬁlt They obeorved the epart-
heid ixplnitatlnn of the quotation "divido.end ruls". Thuirzﬂdifﬂ-
illthlt Iu are tlxﬁdﬁﬂ,-_nn Zulu, ‘Sotho, - Xhosa and so on i.e 1l¢ku'
nutidarity. 'Thu aim is to htun a' society:which lutk# on Eh:intianf
p€§?qip1nu. “In, thriutiunity tann is jrrulnunnt and ‘80’ ii‘nlﬂst-
itﬁin not.a qunitjnn of :hn Wa arn? but Ihuui are wa? ihuri dihfuﬂ}'
rinnna;nr class or race, or cocondary dan.rinuu ot trivial Plttﬂtﬂll
uﬁ-hnhnuinur diuidn us, I om convinced -that the Holy Spirit will be
1gptt-d in using us- to be trua witness. of thﬂ;yinﬂﬁﬂﬂ of God in™
Snuih lfrlda.:‘thri,t has transcendod thase ﬁ;frﬂruncna by giving to
u- & highnr jﬂd ultimate sence of 1uynltv, a now centre nr gravita-
tinn,untutuu thatunknu other d;ntind&nna trivial ‘and m.tninglnan.

R Elunk man is - -still black the white :till white. But now all are
Christtans and sg if 2ny men be in Christ 0ld :ntngg;ins"a;u'pust

pyoy-. bshold 8ll thinge are bacome new, aro moving into the future.

Tn achiave thn :nlidlritf and thu upan lnciﬂty ua ynurn fur. we
must |tnrt at some pnint. H puint uh-ru wa can stert 1: to- adunclta
thut nur Arric:n Churches must hnun unlrrnliqntn. This nntuila two

:nncupt- nu.nlr uan und :nlinn&n.
Al

i-lr- Thiu antuilu thnt hhu nr:iuun thrﬂh Ilth Christ.as a base
lhnuld now- cn:ny_nut-hur-dutiaa-and r-upnnathilitxiﬂ iﬂlﬂtiF?iﬂg
hnranlf tith hur Arricnn ba:kgrnunds.-

H-linngg Thiu un:nilu thnt tho Afrinln Ehurch has to develop .
nnuugh rn:nurﬂnr nnd putnntiuln Lo utnnd hn hnr own,

It !: high,ti-- thn Church in South nrricu nhuuld know herself and:
1d-ntirr h-ranlr and her rulntinnnhip ‘'with Jesus Christ the libe-
rutnz. Our p-uplu need to be releesed from She prison of apathy,
ignn:nnaﬂ and faer. UOhet each pne at this meeting should ask h;nsaf?
15; "#hat pux} is’ ny nhur:h plaving in :ai51ng the lsvel of cnntlnus-
ness to the libarafinn str.in322?" [(ull political self dotermination
for the peoples of South Africe will come ohly through the-joint
afforts of differsnt churches to combnt rdciem.  We affirm our soli=-
darity with those uinwa nf the co callad radicals and cell upon all
Ehniltinnu inside and nutuidi our country, "to"end all politicel
fumruy ?ml uny nthnp auppnrt of abcucturig Oof appronest |




mp;w or "ECrtE e TOT TUll TTeropk NG -juRELEe TOT BLi4 e -
Ladies end getnlemen, we should also take heed of the words of

thier Gatsha Buthelezl when he emid:

Let the church in South Africa support Eh- move of the nnJﬂtity

in their movement towarde conatructive unity. The Church has

in the pest only paid 1lip service to this ideel. Some churches
have not even done that much. It is perhaps truefor Black Chrie
stisns to recognise that they have to teke the lead at Netional
level. There may be ptut#-h- from some White Churchmen, when

they hear whet I have said today ebout the Church. My anewer to
thess protests is that the Church is rapidly losing credibility
among Blacks &n South lfriuu. If churches are cohvinced that they
have ‘acted prupirlr. then they heve only convincad thiﬂlﬂlUll. The
Church has not ‘been effective in their support for the Black liberea-
tion ltrqulu. 1 do admit thlt thers have been uutltunding 1ndiv1-
Aual Churchmen who have iitn--n-d. I say mgein that it 1; time for
Black :hriltiﬂﬂl tn'inkn thn lead in’ thie -nttlr.

The Church must take untlu- atnp. towards rl:unnilintiun in thle
=uuntr',r before j-.t- in t.m:l Iate. Thr- will be no true ru:un:lliu{:iun
untill the Blacks are llhnrlt-d. In this matter the Ehuruhnn -utt
act with :unuictiun and what is more thnr must ect in publin. ) '

Ladies and qnn?ltnnn,_i} is & fact that the chumh hes not done -
snough tp suppogt constructive unity, it is also a fact. Ehnt the
church has bden’ quilt oh matters of netional imterest,’ it 1s en
1nd1|put-hll rlnt bhlt th- Churhe 1w lnning credibility with the
black -ln._Lt_gili iIthuut luying that Ehurchui~ﬂnnuin=--thnnurlvll,
that they are ﬂling the gorrect thing end lastly, €he fact that

the church IUlt ﬁiki ihqﬁliid in’ steps towards reconctliation and’
thlt blacks —u-t.bl 1lhirl£nd eannot- ba evaded.

_'..E.-:'--

jl - tnnnlﬂlfﬂn;filf I -intinn thlt g itlnll lnnuuncn-lnti of. Ehri-
-Eilnl uf Enunrnllnt ﬁulinlil, ‘when t ey Bre lh-ulutuly nin-u:tty,
lhnuld be- vitl-d a8 lttl:kl fIII uunuurnid christians -hu-hau-

the ruturl uF'EHIit uantrf at h-att, and we dare not hlnp quiet
Ehriltiin -Lntntlri ﬂg:ﬁui pr-unh the Eﬂlpli for tht-tnlunn, Tor -
thilr oen nldllflultlﬂﬂ.nnt ace 9 the -liilgi.' Ve nt-nnﬁ Christ
:Inull who Hi:l ln:l nn Iﬂlll'lilml as for our nhtlun:hip tu Hini
H- is:our lutﬂ. ‘As ‘Por our ritliiﬂnlhip with ﬁur fallow many’ tl
are “thdir. lnrvhhtl'nqj for thelr ssks or our u-ﬁ-ndk:, but ForF
Christ's sske.

Ef.;-
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We end up by the words of the prophet: Jeremishs *"Woe unto him who
‘builds his own house by unrightounsss and his upper rooms by 1n—
Juetice; who hukl- hie~ hilghhuut serva him Por nothing end dnnu“‘:
‘not give him his Ilﬂil- Wo must chsllenge powers of white raciem in
our uuunt:y. L[ uuu; slse challenge thoss.who exploit the ¢lliterst
lsbourers in their hﬁlﬂ:. in the mines-or in other pLau:- of -nrk.
be they Be white or black. But can we do this when ﬂlﬂf of our
churches are aslesep, un:nnntqu- of th-_ﬁli&- of man around them,

but busy srguing about leadership or caught up in irrslevent «iruvr
structures or issues white Christ ia -Il;tipg even blood in tha
Gerden of Gethsemane. L R '

'We must move with Christ from Getheemans the place of sleasp to,
Golgotha the plece of denisl and death to meet him in the Jeruselem
" of our citles snd towns snd in the midst of millions of diffefept
tongues of thies country in th power of th- Holy Spirit.

Delivered by Ds. Sam Butti, Genersl Sscretary aof s Nederduitee
Eit-rnllnrdl Kerkp of Africa (NGK R) on, March_ 2Tth I!Tﬁ An .
?Juhuvu, Enlninunt a conference nrg-nllnﬁ by thl Luthlrun nnﬂ
NGKA :ungr-gutinnl of Eu--tn in cooperations Hith thl Ehtiutinn

Acedemy in S.A.



