South Afrioa is Main Base of Imperialimm,
I1.B. Tabata.

The following spesch was delivered before the Fourth Commikdde of the
U.l. om the Z23rd November, 19T71.

In my opinion, the problems of Southern Thodesia cannot be separated
from thome of Southern Africe in general, as they are aspects of the same
situation? the ssme snemy, imperialism, is being faced everywhere. The
oase of Hamibia ale¢ illustrates that point; a mmall oountry with a popu=
lation of a fow thousand has become a great international problem beosuse
it is 1irked %o South Africa. The reason for the frilure of the United
Nations in southern Africa is said to be South Africa's refusal to co-op=
erate in solving the ;roblem which compels the United K,ngdom which compels
the Inited Fations to sesk .oncessions from Southern Rhodesiagy But in fact
the United Kingdom, far from begging Rhodesia, is the master mind behind

the whole situation.

That orn be clearly inferred from the origin of the origin of the
Rhodesinn problems When the United Kingdom was unable o maintain its r
rule by foroe, jt adopted a technique of granting independence to its
territories whilew taking care to retain the benefitas of its imperialist
domination. The idea was to start a new era in whioh ocontrol over the p
people would be plsced in the hunds of lccal leaders while the eoconomy
contimied to be tied tc the colonial Powers - Furtiuguese, France and the
United Kin:dom,

As part of imperialism's plan for occamercial nnd military penetration
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countries morth of that Iine would be_granted independence.

Howoves the plan came too late and cesafuly for historieal reasons
it vas imyossible o mctieve stability. South Africa is the main base
of imperialismm and its neightours to the north mot as a kind of proteotive
barrier. 50 leng as South Africa continues to be the stronghold of colon-
ialtem in sowthern ATrica, the Independent states will be weakened and
there will be border incidents to intimidatethose occuntries which are
helping the freedom=fighters. Portugal is trying %o keep ita colonies
bt and to dafend them as best it ean, but as it is too poor to do so ef-
feotively, the United States supplies it with dollars for the purpose.is
to the United Kingdom, the talks being held in Mhodesis do not concern the
liberation of the Territory Wut the strengthening of the bonda between Lon—
don emd southern Africa.

I snd my organisation believe that the United Kingdom is seeking a
faoe=saving way out of the situation in which it finds itself, GScuthern
Rhodesis is a British ocolony, but the Unitm'l Kingdom toleratgs the presance
of Bouth African forces in the Territory. When the United K offici~1ly
hands over power to Smith, he will bde szhle to ask South Africa for mili=-
tary advioers to defend his unpopular regime. In that way the defence of
the investments made by South Africa and by the Weatern “owera in scuthernm
Afrioa will also be assured.

Any review of the question of Southern Ehodesia must include a review
of South Africu, as is shown by two recent davelopments, nan tha talks
in Southern lhodesia and the dialogue in South Africa, whi lated
and poee o threat to Afrioan as a whole. The idea of o diaslogue between
the Herrenvolk and the Africans did not originate in USouth Africay it ie
a Burvyesn idea imponed by the imperialis on their South African allies,

In itn trade relations with the United Kingdom, South Africa enjoyed
a more Trvoured status than oven the Commonwealth nations, but it will
be unsble to compete with Buropean industries when the United Kingdom
enters t'c “uropean Common Market. The prospect of that has cauned a
erisis in ‘vuth Africa, and the only solution is %o turn towards the
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African eountries for the axports which are necessary for South Africa‘.
surviwval,

The South Afriean ecconomy is flourishing, but is not self-sufficient,
as certain raw materials are lecking. Furthernore, the gold mines, whiel
provide South Africa with ite foreign currency earnings, are dependent o
the black manpower from neighbouring countries (75 percent of the miners
come from adjacent countries), and without that foreign manpower the enti
economy will suffer.

dpartheid existed before Boerss

Apartheid was not imvented by the Boers but existed before they came

to power, under the name of "segregation™ or "separate development of the
black population”, and it dpprang from economic motives.

South Africa is a police 3tate; even from the legal point of view. Its
laws can be divided into three oategories: the first makes prisoners
and deprives them of any political influence; the seocond deprives the
blacks of their right to work and preventsthem from forming trade uniona
going on strike or taking employment with whomever pays them most, thus
turning them into beasts of burden; and the third - laws such as the
Uroup Areas Aot — has the sinister purpose of reserving the whole eof
South Afriea for the white population, with the exception of a few
entlaves which amount fto less than liper cent ofthe total land ares and
are geherally hilly, arid and unsuited to agriculture. The emclaves %o
which the blask population is confined are labour reservations. In fact
the whole system of Bantustans is only a means of solving the man-power
problams of the South African economy. The law prohibits blacks from
remsining at the place of their birth and forces them to carry a pass
allowing them to live in a place, %o traval and tc work. South Africa
thus seeks %0 keep a mobile labour force which can eventually replace
the 75 per camt of workers who now come from neighbouring countries,.

The South African economy can best be weakened by depriving it from
the blsekk workers from ether countries.

South Africa has decided ot dispense with demcoratio institutions and
has entrusted all power to the polioces New laws make the courts totally
irrelevant and allow the use of torture. This is a reflection of the
regime's desperate position which will also compel it to increase its
control over Southern Ehodesia and remain ln Namibia despite United
Nations resclutions.

South Africa knowsy, however, that it will be defended by the great Po-
#ers becsuse ita system produces profits. The United Kingdom, the United
States,; the Federal Republic of Germany and France sells amms to South
Afrioas The pretext that they are ams for external defemce is ridiculous,
since they are used to bolster oppression.

I have come to the United Nations to ask for help from the countries
of the third world and from the socialist countries which do nmot seek to
dominate other peoples. For the oppressed Africans, such help can mean
the difference between slavery and liberation.
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