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The fo l lowing speech was del ivered before tha Fourth CommiMto of tha 
U*H. on tha 23rd so v ember. 1971* 

In my opinion, tha problems o f Southern Uhodeaia oanno* ba separated 
from those of Southern Africc i n general , as they are aspects of tha 
s i tuat ions tha same anemy, Imperialism, i a being faoad everywhere* lbe 
oaaa of VavlMn also i l l u s t r a t e s that pointy a sna i l country with a popu­
l a t i o n o f n fow thousand has baoona a groat lntornat ional problem baoauaa 
I t i s l inked to South Afr ica . Tiia raason for tho fn i luro of tha Unltad 
Nations i n southern Africa la said to ba South Africa*• refusal to co-op— 
•rata i n so lv ing tho ;.roblom which oompala tha Unltad Kingdom which compels 
tha Unltad Vatlons to seek -onoeeaione from Southaro Rhodesia; but In fac t 
tha Unltad Kingdom, far froa begging Rhodesia, i a tha master mind behind 

tha whole s i tuat ion* 

That c- . ba c lear ly inferred fron tha o r i g i n of tha o r i g i n of tha 
Hhodaslnn problem. Whan tha United Kingdom waa unable to maintain i t s r 
rule b foroo*. | t adopted a technique of granting independence to I t s 
t e r r i t o r i o e while; taking care to re ta in the benefita of i t s imper ia l i s t 
domination* Die idea, was to s t a r t a new era i n which control ovor the p 
people would be plaoad in the hande of loual leaders while the economy 
continued to be t i ed tc the co lonia l Ponarr - Portugueee, France and the 
United KV.v.dom. 

As part of Imperialism'^ plan for ooaaeroial ind m i l i t a r y penetration 

* 

countr ies north o f that l i n e would be granted independence* 
Howovav the plan oame too l a t e and/unsuccessfulj for h la tor ioa l reasons 

i t was impossible to aoVlevo s t a b i l i t y - South Africa i a the aidn baae 
o f imperialism and I t s nalghlours to tha north aot as a kind of protect ive 
barrier* So long as South Afrloa continues to be the stronghold of oo lon-
i a l i a n In southern AfrlOSf the Independent s t a t e s w i l l be weakened and 
there w i l l bo border inc idents to intlmidatothoso countries which ara 
helping tha froedon—fightors* Portugal i a try ing to koap i t s ooloniea 
bed and to dqfenu then m* bes t i t can, but aa i t i a too poor to do so e f ­
f ec t ive ly* tho United Statea suppl ies i t with dol lars for tho purpose.As 
to tho Unload Kingdom, the ta lks being held i n Rhodesia do not concern the 
l i b e r a t i o n of the Territory but tho strengthening of tha bonds between Lon­
don and southern Afrloa* 

I -nd my organisation b e l i e v e that tho United Kingdom i s aeeking a 
faoe-saving way out of the s i tua t ion i n whioh i t finds i t a o l f * Southern 
Rhodesia i s a Bri t i sh colony, but tho United Kingdom to l era te s the presence 
of South African foroes in the Territory* When tha United Kingdom o f f i c i a l l y 
hands ovar power to Smith, be w i l l be able to ask 3outb Africa for m i l i ­
tary advisers to defend bia unpopular regimo* In that way the defence of 
tho Investments made by South Afrloa and by tha Western Powers i n southern 
Afrloa w i l l also ba asaured* 

Any review of the quoation of Southern Rhodesia must include a review 
o f South Afrloa* aa i a shown by two recent developments, nacie lvt i ie ta lks 
i n Southern Ithodeeia and the dialogue i n South Africa, which/Interrelated 
and pose a throat to Africa as a whole* The idea of a dialogue between 
the Kerrenvolk and tho African.* did not or ig inate i n >outh Afrioai i t I s 
a European idoa imponed by tha Imperialla on t h e i r South African a l l i e s * 

In i t s trade r e l a t i o n s with the United Kingdom, South Afrloa enjoyed 
a mora favoured s tatus than oven t i e Commonwealth nat ions , but I t w i l l 
be unable to oonpete with European indus tr ie s when the United Kingdom 
enters the European Common Market* The prospeot of that has canned a 
c r i s i s i n . >uth Africa, and tho only ao lut ion 1B to turn towards tho 

/Afr ican. • • • 
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Afrioan o untrien for the axporta whioh ara neoeaeary for South Afrioa* 
survival* 

the South African economy l a f l our i sh ing , but i a not s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t , 
aa certa in raw n a t s r i a l a ara looking* Furthornoro, the gold n ines , whio, 
prorida South Afrioa with l t a foreign currency earnings, ara dapondant 01 
the black manpower froa neighbouring countries (75 percent of the ainera 
come from adjacent countr i e s ) , and without that foralgn manpower the anti 
economy w i l l euffer . 

apartheid ex is ted before Boers. 

Apartheid warn not Invented by the Boars but ex is ted before they oame 
to power, under tha name of "segregation** or "eeparate development of the 
blaok population**, and i t apprang froa eoonoaio a o t i v e s . 

South I f r i o a i a a p o l i o * 3 ta te , even froa tha legal point of Tiew. I ta 
lama oan be divided into three categor ies ! tha f i r s t aakes prlaonara 
and deprives them of any p o l i t i c a l in f luence; tha second deprives tha 
blaoka of thair r ight to work and preventsthem froa foralng trade uniona 
going on s tr ike or taking amployaaat with whomever pay a them most, thun 
turning than into baaata of burdenj and tha third - laws suoh as tha 
Oroup Areas Aot - haa the a in ia tar purpose of reserving the whole of 
South Afrioa for tha whits population, with the exception of a few 
enslavea which amount to l a s s than 13per cant o f ths t o t a l land area and 
ara gamer a l l y h i l l y , arid and unauitsd to agricul ture . The enolavaa to 
whioh tha blaak population i a confined ara labour reservat ions- In fac t 
tha whole system of Bantuatana la only a means of s o l v i n g the nan-power 
problems of tha South African economy. The law prohibits blaoka froa 
remaining a t tha place of tha ir b i r th and forces thorn to oarry a paaa 
allowing than to l i v e i n a plana, to travel and to work. South Afrioa 
thua soaks to keap a mobile labour force whioh oan eventually replace 
the 73 psr cent of workers who now oome from neighbouring countr ies . 
The South African economy oan boat bs waakenod by depriving i t froa 
the blaah worker* froa other countr ies . 

South Afrioa has decided o t dispense with democratic i n s t i t u t i o n s and 
has entrusted a l l power to tha po l ios* Vow laws make the courts t o t a l l y 
irre levant and al low tha uas of torture . This la a r e f l e c t i o n of tha 
regime*a despsrat* pos i t ion whioh w i l l a l so compel I t to increase i t s 
control over Southern Bhodssla and remain In l a a l b l a despi te United 
l o t i o n s resolut ions* 

South Afrioa knows* however, that i t w i l l bo defended by ths grant Po-
#era because i t a system produces p r o f i t s . The united Kingdom, tha United 
S t a t e s , tha Federal Bepublic of Ooraany and France s e l l a arms to South 
Afrioa* iho pretext that they ara araa f o r external defence ia r ld ieuloua, 
aiaoa they ara need to b o l s t e r oppresaion. 

X have oaaa to tha United l a t l o n a to ask f o r help froa tha ccuntrios 
of ths th ird world and froa ths s o c i a l i s t countries whioh do not seek to 
dominate other peoples . For t h s oppressed Africans, suoh holp Oan mean 
ths d i f f srsnos between slavery and l i b e r a t i o n . 

I . B . fabata* 

United Rations, 
Fourth Coanittee 

23rd Hovember, 1971. 


