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POWSR, ATRIOTISM, PRINCIPLE.

Power is an essential ingredient of government. Inadequate
state nower can result in anarchy; but too much power can
lead to tyranny. The manner in which power 1s exercised
determines whether it is a force for good or =z force for evil.

Good government demands that nower be exercised in a
manner which will ensure the grestest good for the greatest
number,  will nrotect the rights of the minorities and the
inalienable rights of man - thz right to 1life, liberty and
the pursuit of happiness.

The Americzn Constitution which aimed to reconcile the
sometimes conflicting rights and needs of socliety and of the
individual, and which is the nrototypes of modern constitutions,
was based on the separation of nowers. In the Reith Lectures
of 1951, Lord Radcliffe quoted Washington, who said, "Remember
esnecially that for the eofficient management of your common
interest in so extensive a country a government of as much
vigour as is consistent with the parfect security of liberty
is indispensible., Liberty itself will find in such a
government with powers properly distributed and adjusted, its
surest gzuardian.”

Power in America is distributed. Each State has its own
powers and the Federal Government has its orovince in which
its power is exercised. I am not here concerned with the
sowers of the States, but will deal very briefly with Federal
power., This is limited by Gistributing it between the
Executive, the Legislature and the Judicilary. According to
Lord Radeliffe, the Founding Fathers believed that '"the verv
definition of tyranny consists in accumulating all nowers
in the same hands and that it makes no sort of uiiierence for
this nurnnse whether the hands are hereditary, self-apnointed
or elected."

There is a moral obligation znd a resnonsibility on a
state authroity to 1limit its own nower. It should be a matter
of unelterable princinle that no lsgislation may incorporate
the transfer of nower from another authority into the hands
of the Rxscutive. For examnle the Executive must not usurp
nowers which rishtly belong to the Judiciary. A classic
case in South Africa was the High Court of Parliament Lct of
1952 wvhich converted both Houses of Parliamesnt, sitting
jointly into a Hieh Court to review judgements of the Appeal
Court on matters affecting the South ifrican Constitution.
The effect of this would have been that Parliament would sit
in judgement on its own handiwork. 4s you will remember this
Let eventually was invalidated by the Courts. y
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In South 4frica today practically all power and authority
are vested in the-same hands - the hands of the Executive.
There are many reasons for this, the foremost being the
determination to secure the domination of the Aifrikasner Volk
and the imnlementation of the policy of Lpartheid,

In a2 situation where only one fifth of the ponulation is
enfranchised and thz vast majority of South. 4fricans have no
say in the laws which govern them, the unvopular voliey of
Lpartheid can only be enforced by the use of excesslive powers.
The inevitable result of the accumulation of such powers by
the Executive has be=n that 1t now exercises control over
nearly every sphere of a man's activity., There is no liberty
left for Black peonle, for those White vpeonle who dissent
there is little liberty and the average White person is largely
unaware of how his libarty has been erodsd.

Rights have been removed from individuals, the Judiciary,
Provineial Councils, Local futhorities, the Press, Publishers,
Lrtists, Industrialists, Businessuen znd others and the control
over all of tham is vastasd in the Cabinet.

From the earlisst days of a child's life, power dictates
his futures. Education, which was formerly the concern of the
Provinecisl Councils, has bsan taken over by the Minister of
Education. Hs now controls avery phase of your child's
educetion which has to be Christian National. Therz must be
conformity and no diverslty. Individuality and the healthy
scepticism which goes with it, must be subjugated. Our
children are to b2 processad Eﬂ that thazy will emerge all
cast in the sam= mould.

4Lfriczn children have their own form of sducation. A4s
2z former Minister once said, 'the nurpose of their education
is to "keep the Bantu child a Bantu child."

The powers which the Minister has taken to control the
lives of Lfricans, .isisns and Colourzds is unreasonable and
tyrannical. For all three racial grouvs thers is no freedom
and no respect for their aspirations.

I have so often bzfore drawn attantion to the immensity
of the disabilities under which Lfricans suffer. In addition
to 211 the pravious controls, -the Bantu Laws /imendmznt Bill
of 1989, which has passed its sacond reading in ths Homse of
Lssembly, provides, among other things, that ths Minister
may by notice in the Gazette, prohibit the performance of
work by or the 2smnloymznt or continusd employment of a Bantu -

a) in a spacifiad area

b) in a specifisd c¢lass of employment

¢) in a spacified trade

d) in the sarvice of a specified 2mployer or class
of amployer.

This is a monstrous piece of legislation and thers is
worse to follow. The promisad Bantu .dministration Boards
Bill will remove the coveted exemptions of Section 10 of the
Urban Lreas Lct. In future no JAfrican will bs zble to gualify
to remain in zn urban arsza. He will be a2 contract worker,
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only allowsd to anter a sarvics contract for onz yezer et a
timz., What is to happsn to the natursl increase in the urban
areas fills onz with aoprahesnsion..

Thase [.frican worikzrs provids the labour on which tha
wholz of ths Rapublican sconomy is bzsed. Yet these worksrs
are little more than serfs. Theay have no bergaining power;
they are forcad to be migrant; they are prohibited from
becoming sxilled workarsj; their wages are dapressed and thelr
family 1ife is destroy=zd. They have no security of tenure
and no hope.

i1l this misery is being imposad in the name of separate
devalopment. 4ll1 this power is being misused to attain the
unattainable end of separate davelopment. The last 21 years
of Nationilist rules have shown that separation of the racas
is impossible and devaloopment is nsgligibla.

How ezan thare be any meaningful devzlopment in the
homzlands whz2n every .Lfrican man from the age of 15 has to
register with his tribal labour bureau for employment in the
white arzss. When the whole of the economicselly active male
inhabitents of the home lands are liable for recruitmsnt to
work in the =conomy of tha Republic, how can they develoo
their homelands szt the samo time?

Those rural Africans who have livad in what arz Known
as Black Spots are being forecibly ramoved to clossr szttlamants.,
Peasant communities which have practiced subsistenc2 farming
are besing moved to small plots, about half an acre in sxtent
which is not sufficisnt land to grow snough for their own
needs. Thay are not allowed to have livestock other than hens.
Many of these szttlemants are far from a town and thsre are
no employment opportunitiass for the woman whosz husbends are
wvorking as migrents in the white areas.

Thousends of Africens are bsing endorsed out of urban
arezes and many nave to go to HMesettlement villeges. Some of
these villages supply the labour for border industries;
many of the villegzs, however have bezen built and settled
before the industries have bean established and in some casés
there is no intention to establish industries at all. The
people are poor, undarnourished and have no employment, and
the widespread malnutrition brings with it all the accompanying
deficiency dis=zases.

The discriminatory avarthaid legislation is causing
such dreadful misery, insecurity and poverty. This is
certzinly not the exercise of vower to ensure ths grsatest
good for the greatest numbar.

It is not only in the field of aparth=sid legislation
that the Executive has accumulatad power. The roles of the
Judiciary has b2sn curtailed and its nowsrs and responsibilities
heve, through legislation, bsen vested in Cabin2t Ministers,
Detantisn without trizl, banning orders, banishments, listing
pzople as communists, confiscating and withholding passports
ara all punishment without trial. The unaccused have no
recourse to thae Courts to sstablish their innocence or guillt.
The Prohibitisn of Interdicts Act prohibits an [ifrican who
has been ordered to lzave his home from appealing to the Court
for an interdiet to stay the rsmoval ordsr, until he has
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raturnad to the aras=s to which hz was sent. This makes it
imnossible for him to cleim the protectiosn of th= Courts
before the vnunishment comzs into affect.

Banning orders for many appear to be punishment without
and, for an unsnecified crime, if crime there was. Many banning
ordars of 5 years duretion have been re-immosed when the
original orders exnire as has hapvened in the cases of Helen
Joseph, Peter Brown, Mrs, Sisulu who has now had 12 hours
house arrest addad to her banning order.

Bannings =2nd banishments are 2 narticularly vicious form
5>f punishmsnt. To xeep a pnarson incommunicado, to a1l intents
and purvpos=s, for 10 years on end is nothing short of
persecution, .

The n3w B0SS .ct is & furthar =srosiosn of thz rule 2f law,
It states that snyon=z in vossession of zny document or
informetion which relates to any militery, vooliece or security
matter =2nd who publishes it or communicetzs it to any wnarson,
in anv mannar daaemad to be nrejuficizl to the safaty or interests
of the State, shall bs gullty. of contravening this lct, [Lnd
who cen know what is desmed to bz nrejudicial to ths safaty
or the interests of thz Stats.  This is 2 concent bahind which
many Ministars have taken sheltar wheh zsked in Parliamant
to renly to awkward aqusestions. The maximum penaslty is a fine
of R1,500 or 7 yzars imorisonmant or both. The Courts cannot
hzlp you becesuse if the Prime Minister or any other Minister
i{ssuzs a certificats stating that avidencz which you might
bring in your »wn defznce could bz prejudicial to the interests
>r the safaty >f thez Stats, that svidence may not be hesard in
Court. The Judge has lost his right to dezcide what evidance 1is
nermissible end what is not.

Thas Policz too, wield excessive power over individuals.
Presumably it is on the sdvice of thé Security Police that the
Minister issuss banning orders. .In order to protect State
witnazsses the Security Poliez ars empowered to detain persons
for a perind of 1280 days.. In a recent murder trial & man wes
detzined by th2 Railwey Police as a notentizl State witnags.
He was interrogatzd for several days and for up to 12 hours
at 2 time. Hs 2anded up in Court, not ss a State witness but
as the sccused, - In discharging the accused at the end of the
Stzte cese i#r, Justies Irving Steyn said "thers was not a
tittle of other avidance agalnst the eccusad" 'and he eriticised
the Reilway Poligs for "third degree" intarroesation. Mr.
Justice Steyn also szid "It must hesve hed 2 tarrific
nsyehological 2ffesct on th=z accusad. If a witnass is treated
in this comnlatzly unsatisfactory way onz can only pray for
an accus2d"......."The State was trying to use statements
mada by the accused after thase interrogetions. The Court
hed no altzrnetive but to rejesct the sdmissibility of state-
ments madas nndar th2se circumstances."

. month or tw> ago Major J. J. Swanapozl, thz Chief
Interrogsator of th2 Sscurity Police gave and interview to a
membar of The Star's, Pretoris Bureau in which he was reported
as saving: "that apart from getting informetion from the
n2oola he interrogated, his team of .interrogators had managed
to convaert meny"a sworn Comnunist as well ss sympathisers to
anothsr way of thinking. _ '

"My dznertmasnt operates more like a psychiatric ward
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than merely a serlas of stark polics officers. Everybody my
department deals with is a Communist, a Communist sympathiser,
or he is susvected of having some connections with Communists.

"The Communists use extremzly effective indoctrination
mathaods. They convert their peonle until they believe in the
ideology like a religion.

We use counter-indoectrination methods to re-convert thess
peonle. In many ways our methods are the same as the Communists
psychologically sneaking - but for a different reason."

~ Maj. Swanzpoesl want on to say that interrdgation is
usually associat=d with Africans; but occurs with Whites as
waell, "Of courss not all »f them are charged.,"

The Terrorism 4ct goes even furthesr than the 130 day
detention law. It permits arrest without warrant and detention
for an indefinite period for tasrrorist activity which is so
widzly defined that ths most innocent action can fall within
its scope. No person may visit and no nerson may obtailn
information sbout a detainee, He may however, be visited by
a magistrate onecz a fortnight if circumstances permit. This
Lict gives the police absolute power over detalness who are
held in secrat. No one may asik or obtain any information
about them, No one knows whether in fact, they have committed
a crims prejudicial to the safaty or the interests of the
State. Only, if and when thay are charged with an offence
can thay be nrotected by the court, These laws and the power
used to administer them havs no place in a civilised societly.

Lnart from the nowers of dstention the Security Police
have many other functions. At Black Sash demonstrations we
notics that a member of thz Spneclsl Branch takes a photograoh
of each and every one of us. Pz2ople attasnding ma=tings or
even visiting friends sometimes have thzir car numbers taken.
We know too, that an army of informers kaens tabs on ell of us.

Othar than the Security Police the ordinary policeman
on th2 beat has tremendous vower - particularly over Lfricans.
Ln African who is not in possassion of idantity documents or
who has not pnaid his tax, can be arbitrarily arrested. The
poliecz have power to raid nrivats premises in the dead of night
if they suspect that some unauthorised person may be sleeping
in thes servant's guarters. They even raid privats houses in
Sowato during the night for ths same reason. Not long ago a
child and a visitor who was staying with the family, were
carted off to th2 superintandent's office at about 3 a.m.
because their names were not listed on ths family nousing
parmit.

This, in my view, is a gross misuse of power and causes
great distress and humiliation.

4 further example of the Exzcutive's arroganca is its
growing contempt of Parliamznt. The narliaunzntary question,
a ¢ rnarstone of varliamentary democracy, 1s the customary
procaedures whereby mambers of narliament can abtain information
on matters of publie intercst and they have a right to expact
a full =2nd factual renly from the Minister concerned. It has
bseome regular practice in recent ysers for Ministers to refuse
to raply to awkward questions on the grounds that it is either
not in the interests of the State or certain statistics are
not kept; or to give an answer would involve too much work,
For instance when Mrs. Suzman ask2d the Minister of Police on
March 7, 1969, how many pa2rsons have besen detained in terms of
Section 6 of tha Terrorism fct sinca June 21, 1967, and for
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what pariod each mnan was datainad, the Minister replied: "It
is not in the public interast to makse the psesrticulars known.'
figain on March 25 this year, ‘Mrs. Suzman asked the Minister of
Police whether thz alleged Soviet spy who was arrasted in the
Renublie during 1967 is still in detention; if so in terms of
what law; whather ha is to be brought to trial if so when and
on what charée? The Minister replied: "Excant to confirm that
the Russian spy is still being deotained, I wish to refor the Hon.
Membzsr to my renly to her questisn in the House on 10 May, 1268,
which was to say 1t was imnroper to furnish any other information
about communists sopies." Mrs. Suzman than askad arising out of
the hon. Ministor's renly whether this man had asked for politiezal
asylum in South /ifrica. To which the Minister razpli=zd: "I do
not think it is in the oublic interest to reply to that question."”
It saems to me impronar for a South Lfriean author to be allegedly
givan access to th2 e¢ommunist spy when Parliam:nt is denied any
information on tha grounds that it is not in th2 nublic interest.
The Ex~scuntive has also> zssumed somz of the nowers and
functions of the Provincisl Councils and Locel Luthorities. I
havaplready mentionzd Bducation which formsrly was the
responsibility »f the Provineial Counecils. It is now taken over
by thz State. Local authorities have little control over thair
own affairs. They have no discr=tion in thz administration of
non-Euronzan affairs, ‘but ars delagated by thz Department of Bartu
fidministration to carry out the law and regulations according to
direactives issued by the Ministar.

The Community Lavelopmant émandment Bill gives the Minister
of Planning wide powers over the municipalities with regard to
municipal owned land., There has been State interference with
the right of the Johannesburg City Council to build a power -
station, finance has bsen withhz2ld for the building of urban
expressways; the control over factory premises and the labour
emnloyed in the privats scetor is exercisad by the Minister of
Flanning. BEv:rybody and 2varything is hedgad around with red
tape, Ministerial controls and descrees. No notice is taken of
reprasentations made by the peonlz concerned. The Ministar of
Planning mzde a statoment recantly that he would not allow another
acre of land to be zoned for industrial purposes in the
Witwatersrand complex. factories in Johannesburg have had to
close because thay ware rafussd sufficiznt labour for for
2xnansion,

It is intezresting that our Govarnment criticisass all-
ambracine direction from th2 cantre in othar countriss, yet, here
in South Africa free entsrorisc is so controlled end stifled by
a multitude of laws and dirsctives that, in my opinion, it can
hardly bs called a free anternrise zconomy.

One realises that bureancracy is a concomitant of a modern
industrial sociaty, but in presant day South 4frica the numbsr
af public servants is cut,jf_all proportion to the size of the
population or to the =xts aof the industrial develonma2nt. The
latest figures, Dncambmr, 1968 state that thare are 322,096
narsons amnloyed in thz governmnent service, 171,183 employed by
the Provineizl Councils end %),690 by the 1u:mal authorities.
The wvast number of officials rEqulred to administer the apartheid
laws, the numerous Govarnment appointees sitting on Boards,
Commissions and «dvisory Committaes, the ever growing numbars
emnloyad in government danartments is an inereasing strain on
the country's manpowsr. It is said that many government departments
are collansing becaussz of the shortage of personnel. t is not
surprising, in fact with so much power to be exercised it is
inevitable.
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Althourh th2 nublic may not bz aware of it thare is
extensiva censorshin of nawspansrs, nublications, nlays and
films., The Press is cansorad in many differont ways, Many
laws such as th=2 Supnrassion of Communism .ct, the Prisons Lct,
impose restrietions on the Press. The S...B.C. censors the
views of oublic npinion. Only vizws zceczptable to the State
and the S.i.B.C. are aver brosdcast. We know the kind of
propaganda which comas over the air every night in the Curraent
Affairs pnrogramme., This nrogramme a2nd ths sszlsction of news
in the newscasts is an ~2xarcise in thought control.

Thar~ is herdly a sohere of activity which is not controlled
by Executive authority, It is fair to say that the lives of
all South Lfricans are controlled by the State. They have
littlas liberty left. 4ill that they have are their thoughts,
which as I have suggested, are conditioned by the skilful use
of propaganda. The sequel to thought conditioning is a
willingness to conform =znd a susceptibility to react to an
amotional rallying cry.

In South Africa's present nredicamsnt o>f being unhonoured
and unloved by most countries of the world, and with the threat
of terrorism on her bordesrs, the call to patriotism serves
to divert public attention from the facts of South African life,

Patriotism is a call to submit,. The White nonulation is
prepared to submit, in fact to do more than submit., It 1s
prapared to go 2long activaly d=fzanding governmant nolicy as
long as their =eonomic hesalth and their privilege asre maintained.

What is patriotism? Dr. Johnson said it is the last
rafuge of the scoundrsl. The Oxford Dictionary defines a
netriot as onz who defends or is zealous for his country's
freadom and rights. In times of war and in the days of
impsrialism, patriotie fervour wes regarded as a virtue, but
in modern timess whan ths accent is towards internationalism,
patriotism is somatimes used as an excuse for despotism and
tyranny. Thare are obviously two aspects of petriotism - the
one, a natural love of and loyalty to ona's country, and the
other a blind and bigoted dictum of "My country right or wrong."

Patriotism doas not mean loyslty to an ideology or to a
nolitical philosophy. Nor does loyalty to a political party
imply patriotism. Patriotism is not scectional and it does
not exeluda the right to criticise and to question.

Luthority in South 4frica places the narrowest construction
on the meaning »>f patriotism. It has coms to mean, in fact,
the compulsion to accept the policy of apartheid and sseparate
developmant without guestion, One who critlcises the policy
is considsred to be an en2my »f South Africaj; to n»rotest,
however lawfully, is construed as subversion, to exndse any
abuse or scandal is zlmost trait=rous and t> hold liberszl
opinions is unSouth ifrican and dangarous.

When th2 nolice ven tras->dy wes raised in Parlismant by
the Opposition, the Minister of Police accuszd them of doing
so for nolitical motives. he said "while raising such matters
for political gain .... hae(Mr, Mitchell) will nrobably, and
I think in feet will, caus2 major damage to his own country."
There is no admission of culpability or of the fact that
major demaze could be causad to the country simply because
conditions made th= van tragedy possible
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It is a heinous crime to> damage South Africa's image and
on2 wonders what happens to our image when Mr, Fronzsman refers
to the wives and children 2f urban Africans as "superfluous
apnendages;" or when Dr, Hertzog says '"Maosris will sit at table
with our men end egirls.™

Patriotism has bzcoma the public's refuge and its apology
for its anathy, silencz and acquizscence. There has been a
moral corrosion of the nublic mind. It has made it easy for
authority to depart from the accented nrinciplss of parliamzntary
government .and avan from acecepted standards of humanity,
decency and justice, Patriotism is not a valid moral basis
for government, Nezither is the aquisition of absolute power
compatible with action basesd on moral nrinciple. duthority
requires a yardstick by which to meazsure 1ts use of power.
If nower is exarcised in such a way that individual rights
are violated, parlismantary govaernment gives way to tyranny,
and tyranny has little rasnzet for moral prineinle,

Tha nrincinles laid down by Magna Carts in ths 13th
century have been cast aside. Thes abrogation of the rule of
law; the total elimination of liberty of the African people;
the rasiriction of tha right of free spezch and assoclation;
the gross inhumsnity of 2nforcad resmovals; the destruction of
family 1ife; the delibarate curtailment of smnloyment and
employment apportunitics, and tha control over avery facet of
human activity are indefznsible, no matter whether the ultimate
and is moral or could ba achieved. 8o much cruelty is nerpetrated
and justified by the fallacious argumesnt thet thes end result
is nescessary or desirable .or bettear, The Governmant has
exchanged orincinle for the .use of force - force to implement
its policy - force to maintain law and order. .Ls Lord
Radecliffe said "Order for the sake of order is = starile use |
of power; in the snd it can never be adaquate as a justification
of tha State's authority.,”

Tha Gowvernmant of South 4frice is guilty of monstrous
misusz of mower to sacurs the domination of the one and a
half million Afrikaner peonle, at thes expenses of tha welfarec
of the othor 2ightecsn million inhabitants of South Lfrica.
What is an urgsnt need in this country is & saparation of
nowers and not a s2neration of races. Power limited and
nowar distributed would make for a hapnier South 4Africa.
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