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Tha slogan! United we stand, divided we fall, has besn used fer
 gensratiens. Afrios 18 using that slegan news. The queatien is: why are thay
aet uniting?! It sounds se simple. Let all the African States come tegethar
and they'll be able to face Burops and the U.8. a3 a block. But when we gat
beyend the werds and examine the living phanemencn, we begin to understan? that
1t isn't 29 simple as 1%t seunds.

First, to unite the African States would mean ts oripple the power eof
irperialisn. Ter it 1s loperlaliss that keepa them divided and it dess se
threurh its scenorio grip on each one of tham. Fer imperlalisx this is
easential becauss unity can serva only aene purpese ~ unity agajinst iwperialiasam.
The States of Africs have ne sther way of achlering that unity.

1l believe that s oontinental gevernment ia poasible only cn the basis of
the United Bociaiist Statea of Africa, and trds 1is, ipss Tacke, szainat
dapsrialism- It msans & deolaratien of war against imperialiss. In the
precess of unlting they have te fiiht imperdaeliss. This applies egqually te tha
African Statos and te the iiberatien movements.

¥hen it is sald that the mevensnts nuat cene tagether, the first quastion
to ask 1s: en what basie must they osme together? Hven en the question of the
Stater giving aasiatances te the movements, in my opinien 1t 1s wreng to sy
they wlll give aseistande te the warlous pevemsnta ln & coeuntry witheut knewlng
what these mevemants really stand fer. Imperialiss itself nakes ne such
mistake. It thrives en dividing the mevements, net only within each =x country
but alse in the varlous mwuntries. Besldes this, it thrives on supperting
1x Just these mocvements whioh lead thuuiﬁntrr towards themselver; in athar
words, those movenents thnﬂhnpnu:& thelr own pelloina.

Thia is eemathing that the African 3tates themaelves have to laara-
When they dsoclde to suppert a movacent thay have tc ask themselves to what ent
are they deing wo? And when you ask for unity you have to aak:! Unity for what?
Far x the agents of irperlalise wupport specific zoevensnts that they aensider
will avert what they call a cetastrephe. Impearialism dosan't ask hew big
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this mevement is. It is aencernmed with ene questien enly: What is the
pregramme of this movement? Yhether it is big er small, if ﬁi‘ mevement has xmm
such a peliocy as will save the interests of capitalism in that partioular
country, the agents eof imperialism will suppert it, and build it up frem nething
if necessary.

Now, to imagine it is pessible te unite all mevements te fight
imperialism is te presuppese that yeu have already erippled it, since its
strength lies in being able te divide the movements. In a werd, let us think
mere deeply en this whele questien ef unity. Let us ask whe sheuld unite?

And fer what? We must understand,tee, that different ferces operate in
different oceuntries. Let me explain it this way. In my ewn u-untr:r,!outh
Africa, we created a Unity Mevement in the early ferties in erder te unite all
seotiens of the eppressed fer a pretracted struggle. We felt that eur read
would net be that of India er ef Ghana, er the read ef all the African States
which negetiated their se-called independencm. We felt that eur read weuld be
that of Algeria, and for the same reasen that Algeria had te take the read of
armed struggle. It would be impessible to negetiate freasdem in Seuth Africa.
Then, having made this assessment of the relation ef forces, the next step was
te decide how we were te gather the pepulation tegether in erder te put it in

a pesition te carry eut Mf&l" For it did concern the whole
pepulation. / Now in a complex scoiety like Seuth Africa, ne ene party, ne matter
hew strong it is, can carry the whele of that seclety. I used te hear peeple
say: Why oan't you peeple unite like Malawi, fer example? Now the emergence of
a Messiah is a sure sign that a ceuntry is less develeoped industrially and

its sooiety therefere less ocemplex: In a complex seciety like South !:frin
there are very many erganisations representing different strata eof the seciety
and thﬂ'ﬁ'“hlu is to bring these erganisatiens teogether under ene leadership.
The struggle cannet be carried in any ether way.

But there are these whe mmmxmmx think eur preblem is that ef remeving
Verwoerd, of fighting against Apartheid. There is ne deidbt that im that struggle
peeple find quite a number of allies ready to assist and encourage them.

Why? British imperialism realises that Verwoerd is jeepardising not only
their ewn interests in Seouth Africa but alse the whele imperialist plan of
nee-colonialism xtswyix vis-a-vis the centinent of Africa. Thus if yeu are
Pighting simply te get rid of Verwoerd, you will 538°78nty of support.
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" However, there are sthera, whe, like sursalves, dc not sen IRE atrug; le
as & strugrle agpalnat Yerwoerd- Ye saonslder him to be the bess-bey of imperial-
fsx and what is the point of firhting a bosa-bey? Tou have to fight s ki
besz=bov together with his boax znd set rid of the whelw lot of them. In othar
words, ocur struggle is e;ainst imperielisr. The Loaz=boy edmply guards the
proparty of British ond U.8. loperieliianp.

Once more ,then, when wa talk of unity, we have to ask: unity en what
basis? Wa have tc be agreed on tha aima of unity. Then only ie unity posaible.
Now whan we went %o pull & wagon we den't inspan horsss,goats,amt donke¥s and
sxon texxtbay all faclng in diffsrent dlrectlionas. ﬂb matter hew strengly thay
all pull, the wagen wiil remain in the save place. They aust &1l be facing

in the spme direction bafere thelr unity beccmes effective.



