
I think, Lady Chair, X don't knar quite whore t o s t a r t . hcrirould be 

a genius t o know where t o s t a r t a f t e r five years . 
* 

When I l a s t stood on a platform here with you, i n those days we 

were speaking about developments i n t c Par East- You wi l l remember 

we were s t i l l t e l l i ng the people and trying t o drive I t hone t o them, 

t ha t the people of the Bar l a s t were gripped by the ideas of freedom. 

Those were the days af te r the war* and we said tha t those same ideas 

would cone t o Africa too. Then we spake about Indo-China, Korea,and 

names we have already forgotten. In those days, when we read the 
-Co-*-5 

paper we wanted t o know what I t was with four people* i n Indonesia* 

By vi r tue of t h e i r conquest by the IXitch many years ago, and t h e i r 

oppression so similar to ours, we spoke about them as *our people•• 

Those were the old days. 

But today i t ' s not necessary t o ta lk about such things because 

Africa i t s e l f i s gripped by the same s p i r i t . All tha t we can t a lk 

about today i s a discussion of these things and why ce r t a in things are 

taking place; why Africa today has come to be such an important place 

when for centuries I t hod gone t o sleep and was referred t o as the 

'Dark Continent1 ( j u s t why exactly I have never been able to fathom). 

Underneath i t s e l f , t h i s 'Dark Continent1 hides the greates t 

quant i t ies of r iches - gold, copper and other minerals* Which I s why 

Imperialism w i l l not l e t i t go. But there I s something e lse there 

which they do not want to l e t go - the dark hands ( i t ' s not the heads 

they want), They take these hands t o the yellow or pink continents 

to feed, mot the masses of the people there l ike ourselves who are 

not fed, but t o feed the upper o rus t l They have t o keep Africa but 

they can no longer keep i t i n the same way as before. When theycame, 
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they l i t e r a l l y stalked in, trampled over the people with their guns 

and took what they wanted* Bat when Imperialism oane i t brought 

with i t a new outlook and you oan*t shoot an idea with a bullet . 

Bsople begin to say to themselves: rather dead than l ive the l i f e of 

a slave. Beoattse the new ideas have gripped the people i n Africa, 

bul lets are no longer sufficient. The imperialist colonizers are 

using new methods* They use the head* Zt i s the mind we have to 

watch out for. What do they do then? 

They started i n India many years ago* They said to the upper 

crust of the Indians, i . e . the merchants and the intel lectuals (Z 

am not talking of the masses of the people who were starving, e .g. 

the Hfe-expeotanoy among the masses i n *the richest Jewel of the 

British Empire' was 34 years)} they said to the upper orust: you 

oane over, gentlemen, you come over end be our partners. We '11 

hand over the government to you - as long as you' l l look after 

our investments for us . But s t i l l they used one other factor to 

make quite sure before tboy pulled out. They set the Hindus and 

Moslems against each other, and we »TT know the holocaust that 

took place. Brit ish Imperialism had to make quite sure India would 

never become a unit . And who stood there to supervise the slaughter? 

* 

I t was the intel lectuals - the leadership of the Msfllgn Oongress. 

This (partition) i s what Brit ish Imperialism taught the l esser 

imperialists. Many people say: America i s a great country. Tea, 

i t i s a great country.. . . .but Britain i s s t i l l the greatest of the 

imperialists. She taught Prance, Holland, Belgium - how to pull 

out. Belgium i s a small country. She dia not know how to colonize. 
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But i t so happened, tha t In the carving up of Africa one of the 

biggest s t retches of copper mines i n 0. Africa f e l l on the side 

of Belgium. Those are the envy of the imperialists* They 

saw to i t t ha t before Belgium pulled out of the Oongo the 

country was s p l i t up. I t i s a technique t o keep the people 

backward and divided; to keep them i n separate t r i b e s ; t o only 

unifiy them under the imperial is ts* own administration, e .g . i n 

the mines* When they pu l l out the country f a l l s apart . Thore 

i s no unifying force to keep them tofro-lfcer. Then they (the 

imperia l is ts ) pick up the i r stooges - the Kasavubus, the Tshorabos*. 

t h i l r puppets (Tshombe performs l ike a ven t r i loqu is t ' s dol l with 

the Belgians speaking through him)* Why have they maintained 

these people? Rreoiscly because they don't want to lose t h e i r 

riches* I t i s l ike the giving of independence to the Odd Coast 

(Ghana) a f te r the l a s t war, which gave a now lease of l i f e t o 

Br i t i sh Imperialism. That I s what i s happening In ths Oongo 

today, where American, Br i t i sh and Belgian capi ta l are a l l I n t e r ­

locked* That i s why TJ.H.O. i s there today, and why they allowed 

Lumumba t o be murdered* 

We come further down to 3.A. We are not going t o ta lk about 

the smaller countries l ike Kenya and so on - the Mboyas and r^verejW5^' 

They have already made the i r plana ( In a l l these countr ies) . The 

top sections gave been ofcUjeaed off already ( l ike the area from the 

milk)* They wi l l be the junior partners to imperialism* 

In S.A. we face exactly the same kind of thing* Sane people 

say S.A. i s different because the whites are here to stay* These 

are Just d e t a i l s In the same p ic ture) . The oapl ta l of Br i t a in i s 
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infested here . Vorwoerd and Oo. are simply boss-boyB looking a f t e r 

the i n t e r e s t s of American and Br i t i sh capi ta l i s t s* That i a why 

fcaaUllan could com here and give them a l i t t l e scolding for t h e i r 

stupid behaviour. I Trill remind you of one point i n lhnHnian*s 

speech. He had jus t coma from the North and he asked the Tenroerds 

why they objected because the Africans were being given the i r inde­

pendence there . He said: were you not the f i r s t African na t iona l i s t s 

we l ibera ted here? Tea, the Br i t i sh l ibera ted the Boers here* They 

conquered them, than dressed them up i n new clothes and presented 

them as ru le r s t o the people* Mind you, and we fought on the U s side 

of the B r i t i s h against the Boers* lh<afl 11 an said: please don ' t be 

fool ish. What we did with you worked Very wel l . Why shouldn't 

we do the same things with those boye up there? How they have ca l led 

Terwoerd over there ( t o London). sttos no mistake - they won't throw 

him outl How can they exclude him from the Conmonwealth? 3 . A. 

belongs t o Br i t i sh Imperialism. All the gold i t produces belongs t o 

them. Of course they w i l l use strong language with Varwoerd, but a 

f o r w l a w i l l be found, framed i n diplomatic language. Already we 

see signs of the new language i n Africa* Of oouvse here i t w i l l not 

be possible when they pu l l out , i f they do pu l l out, for the different 

yrovinoes to f a l l apart* 3.A. i s a highly developed s t a t e ( i n r e l a t ion 

t o the r e s t of Africa). I t i s a un i t i That i s why Verwoord i s 

t rying to create Bantustans and Oolouredstans, so tha t we should f a l l 

apart of ourselves* Bemember there i s a aream amongst us too. They 

w i l l be to ld : come over t o us* When we want t o t a lk to the Bantu­

stans and the Oolouredstans. w e ' l l t a l k through you. Who are these? 

These are the i n t e l l e c tua l s . That 4 B « u , , ^ , 
«**•• i na t i s why we hear strange lanauam 
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today* We hoar people talking about Coloured LI.p. ' 3 . The stage i s 
f o r 

sot i n S.A. ±a exactly the sains kind of treatment. Ton can be t your 

bottom dol la r we a lso have our Tshombes, Kasavuboa and llobutus here. 

They are Just waiting for Verwoerd to fork out l 

Everyday you read a l l sor t s of thing i n the paper. You have 

van dor Ross, the scribe of the C.Times. Does ho t a lk our language? 

Kb. He ta lks of Ooloureda as different - different from the •natives1 

(he has l ea rn t now t o ta lk about 'Africans')- This i s the beginning 

of Oolouredstan. You suddenly see old, old skeletons coming out of 

the grave* In 1945 we buried the CAC-mon. Today, where are they? 

They are stalking the land onoe mare* Where do they come from? Who 

dag them up? Go up to the Congo and see whoso function i t i s t o dig 

up po l i t i c a l skeletons. Who benefi ts from i t . They a re the people 

who s t i l l have ideas of i n f e r i o r i t y , who regard themselves as 2nd 

class whites. The skeletons are being dug up because of the new ideas 

i n the land. 

X don't knew i f any body has thought about thfi name of t h i s org. 

y e t : the African People's Democratic Union. Let us take the word, 

•African1. To u s , anybody who belongs to t h i s oountry are Africans. 

All of them are Africans i f they ' re born i n t h i s oountry and working i n 

t h i s country. By t h i s 'African' i n our name, make no mistake - we 

are not concerned about whether a man's nose i s f l a t or sharp. That i s 

an i r r e l evan t question. Nobody1 asks what kind of ear a man has . We ' r e 

concerned with the big things i n t h i s country and the big things a r e : 

how the people l ive and who governs them, e t c . Secondly, In our name 
• 

we put the stamp of democracy. We want a democratic government; not 

a government for groups. When we were young wo were a l i t t l e careful 

of people who were newly converted t o flMnWnwnH, mZ~*£Z*Tk _•..'_». 
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praying a t every opportunity, We find the same thing In po l i t i e s* 

There are Coloured people, e . g . , who say: the African* are i n the 

majority i n t h i s country; they should r u l e . Those are the ideas of 

the newly converted. We*ro not in teres ted i n groups or pedigrees 

(we leave t ha t to 7exwoerd, the farmer). Thirdly, the idea of 'union9 . 

We are not in teres ted i n the idea of the union of 3 . 1 - , which was never 

created fo r u s . We're in teres ted i n a WtttOB of Southern Africa. I s 

i t Rhodes or Verwoerd who w i l l lay down the boundaries fa r us? No, i t ' s 

the people of Southern Africa who w i l l decide. A union of people a lso 

means a unity of Ideas - a nation. 

S.A. i s p a r t of Africa. The imper ia l is ts are following the same 

policy here as i n the Congo, Kenya, e t c . But they oanft succeed i n 

s p l i t t i n g S.A. fo r the simple reason tha t here we have a highly deve­

loped s t a t e / w i t h , e.g. a developed working c l a s s . So we see the 

people i n the Translooi who work i n the towns^- have the same ideas as 

ours. They can ' t s p l i t us up ( l ) because the provinces can ' t be s p l i t 

up, (3) because they oan no longer s p l i t us up on the l i ne s of t r i b e s ; 

t r ibal ism i s dead, (S) because of the working c lass who have the same 

ideas and tarn have a oonsoiousness of t h e i r own dest iny. Already the i r 

plans are being fa i led by the people. We read about Sekukuneland, 

Zeerust and now Pondoland, and the Transkei as a whole. There the 

people are reject ing Bantustans and Bantu Authorities because they can ' t 

be taken backwards* They are demanding f u l l equal i ty . Tney said: 

as long as we are not represented i n Parliament there w i l l be unrest i n 

the land* These ideas were brought t o them by the leadership of the 

MUM, of the All-African Convention. This leadership i s today i n gaol , 

o r i n ex i l e . 



The point we're ooming t o l a t h i s : those «ka are the people who 

rebooted the i r schemes and i « t i n i t s place f u l l equal i ty , the f u l l 

franchise* They're saying i t t o u s , theyvrc putt ing oat t h e i r hands 

t o us* What are we doing? We spend our tiros doing other things* 

I s i t because we're l o s t oar humanity? I t ' s because of the slave 

mental i ty, ideas we have not got r i d of ye t . X am reminded of the 

war i n America betweeen the North and the South during the l i be ra t i on 

of the slaves* There were those slaves who could not believe tha t 

they were no longer slaves. Today there are those who don't know 

tha t freedom has come knocking a t our doors* They scold the i r sons 

and daughters for being disobedient* Go oat and t e l l them we must 

begin to thinfcttafresh, t o behave i n a new way* I t dawned on ms 

during the time I was banned that the day I go back I would have t o 

t e l l the people: we oan ' t go an plugging away i n the old way, we 

must get ready to take op the new burdens, the burden of freedom* 

How do we get ready for freedom? We take off oar coats, and s t a r t 

digging t o plant the ideas of freedom. Those i n the country are 

stretching out the i r hands to us* We most not l e t them down* We 

have l e t them down too long already* Why? Those i n the towns have 

no organisation* Whoever wants freedom must be In an organisation or 

not even ta lk about freedom* I have heard people say: we are 4 to 1, 

i t ' s easy to feet our freedom* Those are the things that are keeping 

us back* I t ' s not easy* Freedom i s one of the most complicated 

tilings i n the world* People who say: i t ' s easy, are idiots* Un­

for tunate ly , we s t i l l have too many of them. They say: i f we only stay 

away from work for a week we w i l l have freedom. I say, I only wish 

such people would grow up* I f i t was so easy, then why are b i l l i o n s 
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of people s t i l l suffering oppression a l l over the world? Do you 

think for one moment tha t 1 location of 1 town oan bring a government 

down? And i f you did suoooed i n bringing a government down you would 

only suoooed i n bringing a Vorwoerd's governaont down to put a da Wet's 

government in* We understand that the most complicated thing I s t o 

get oar freedom, tha t I t i s the populations tha t are going t o get our 

freedom, and tha t i f these peoples are not under one unified 0—an! 

and organisation, a l l our effor ts would be useless . Xou oan f i l l the 

Parade with 20,000 people but a± 50 men under unified oommund could go 

and disperse them* When we form an organisation, then, I t i s not 

simply a na t t e r of defence, but we are creatine •* nerve-centre t o 

bring the people under one unif ied command, a oonnand who w i l l be 

elected by the people when onoo they are i n t ha t organisation. 


