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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS DELIVERED AT THE ANNUAL CANFER NCE
AF THE ALL AFRICAN CANVENTIAN HELD AT PIETERMARITZBURG
F 14 6th DECEMBER, 195

It is ence mere my pleasant duty te address the delegates
and visiters te the Anmial Cenference of the All African
Cenvention 1958, When at our last Conference in December, 1956
I suggested that we might net be able te meet in cenference
again, some peevle might have thgugnt that ] was a pessidist,
The failure of the All African Cenventinn te hold its Annual
Conference last year, ewing te Herrenvelk interference, must
indicate te is that we shall net always Pe spzé te meekimm,
we like, There is ne reason to hepe that the virtual ban en
geutings impesed by the ruling class en the majority secti~n
of the porulation in the rural areas, will n~t eventually be
extended t» the orgznisation which is representative of that
section, The awareness of this fact must surely impress en
us the urgent necess ty of using the vital eppertunity
afforded us by this Conference as profitably as we can,
bearing in mind that we might be prohibited from meeting
in future. We must never ferget that the whole African,
1{1§ulu the whoie Non=European pepulatien of this country
leoks to this Cenference of the A,A.C., fer leadership and
nnd_guidnnu- in the period of crisis lmmediately ahead of us,
I would appeal te all the delegates here to conduct themselves
in the deliberations a# this Conferenc: with the grave
seriousness and restraint consistent with the dignified
status of tl;n All African Conventien,

The twe years which have passed since our last CGonference
have seen the rapid implementati~n of the recemmendations
of the Tomlinsen Reporty, that the blue print for the preservation
ofthe so called "Christian Capitalist Clvilizatien"™ fer the
Herrenvelk, which amounts to the prevention of thIMJ
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e#xtension of a fres podern capitalist sconemy amohg the
Non=Burope&ns by placing them in a Precrustean bed of trhal
backwardneas, In order to fill up tha_yfrning gap whish 1s
thus being creanted in the eountry's economy, the ruling class
embarked on a frrn of state Capltaliam for Neon-Rurepean unl:.r.l
¥With brutal franknesa the rulars gilve as a practical justifi-
 cati~n of their policy tre reison that the REuropeans il_rill nt
willin._gl:r concadethe pplitical rights which an sduecatinnally
and sconomically sdvancing Non-European po;_:ula!:.iunl would
.rightfully demand, with consequent danger of conflicts hetwesn
the tme Eroups. ]

The Herranvolk states that poverty of the Africen Piuﬁll,
the irregularity of their smployment, thelr lack of techniecal
knowledge, c:.pital, organizing skill and lnitlative in businesas
are"™attributable t¢ their eulture background and are suceptible
to changa®, but instead of ensiouraging this change the ruling
elass seeks to entremch the very tribal culture backgreund
en which it blames the hlimk-arlll-lnf' the peerple, Iulnd-thi
Govarnment through Lhe South African Native Trust is by far
the largest prvate ewier of Nen~European eccupied land; thmugh
its labour bureaux the largest recruiter and centreller of
Ron-Buropsan labour and onenaf its lurgest employers, Vary
sonn through its projected Develspment Gorporati-n the
Govermaent willl be the largest flnancler of the Afrisan
snterprises, Tl:iis Development Qorporation will be a huge
concern “ar promoting carital formationfhreugh commercial
institutiong®, It will establish a “santu Commercial B ank"

a "Bantu Savings and Credit Bank®, a “Bantu Insurance Gempany%y
a"Bantu Building Suu:_lut.y* stc, Amd &l]l thiz under the shameful
pretence of & naw scanomic trustasship 1.11_11-::11 ag_énrts that “the
Bantu must be guided to construct their own sconony in thets
own soil, in their en mileu and out of their ewn _ -
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spirlit and snergy and to meve forward ﬁlunz th? path of
thelr own civilizatien according te the tempo ef thelr own
ability to develop™.

The deug ex machina which has been set up te eonvert the

Afriesn section of the hon~-aqropeans ints a valuable asset in
the Verwoed & Co. Development Corperation (Pty.) Ltd is the
Bantu Auth~rities, It will be the function of these
Anthopities to crush the rising African prefessiensl &nd
business class which demands & share in the sconsmie pewer
based en caritalist deomocratle rights, and to crsate & new
African intelisctus]l aod business o n whe will sabmit te
“Frlﬂitiulil'ﬂnntu Principlesgw in all hi&_nrnfusaiunn; and
coamerectnl dealings, In other words a Quigling typ-_uf
African teacher &nd tredpr will be 1ass produced through the
Bantuised Schools which will be strietly contrelled by the
Governmant thr-ugh 1ts Native Cemmlssieners, pnliceman-intelluu—
tuals, policemsn=chisfs and headmen etc, The stage has been
set foy & vital clash between & Herrenvolk-=tribal bureasucracy
@ PapEEl® en the ane hand and representatives and organi-
sations of the pesopie on the other, We wi%l see presently

. that whtlle the bureaucrscy is r.pidly Qunsulidating its
ferces apd has even fired the first shots, the peeple's
organisatinns are wavering and uvgn_hruaking ;ntu rlecea,

The ruling class relies on its economic development pragramme,
which holds out attractive plans to the quisling type of
intellectuals and aspiring burgeoisie, te entrench disunity
in the liberatery movament and so weiken the demand for full
equality, Those se~called pr~gmessives whe strees the fight
for ecahomic welfare of the non-shltes =t the expense of the
fight for the franchise are playing right inte the hands of
the Herrenvelk-tribal bureaiunserecy, Meore sbout thisz later,
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The basle reason why the raling eless iz determined to
exclude the Non-Europeans from ahar;ng in the econonmic wealth
of the country, 1s that ihe Hunrﬂurnpgnns 63 i_s.nﬁinn rust be made
to produce that weidth II? the Herrenvelk. 1In cother w?rds their
role in society is that of beasts of burden, The imppverishment
of the Bleck man is an laportant fesature of this policy. The
roverty of the puaplehis a necessary instrument of the Herrsavelk
pollcyy for rather than te starve to death the psnple will gn
out ton meek wnrk and will nccaﬁt a2 mersa plttance for wages 1in |
order to preserve lifi;

Let na consider briefly the methods and exvent of this
impoverlshment, I szhall refer only to the more g aring instances,
;t 1s generally kﬂnyq that the ercation ef l?nd hunger 1ls one
of the chief methods employed by the Herrenvelk for the
expleitation of Nens<Buropean labour, The details nf the
application of this policy are tee shocking for words., The
ruling class has now passed lews designed delibsrately and
directly to turn the Africans inte heweless wandersrs.ths better
to enslave thlm. Fir -:ampln no Africen way now rlaidl on any
land eutzide tha r-survls unless he 1z the reglstered owher nr
guch land or else in exployment, WHo mele child af such awner orv
umplcrui-uvgr the age of 12 y-aré mnr.risiﬁe an his father's land
or &t hi%“ﬁnm:. In the sp~called "Bantu Areas™ np person may
sell, lease, or transfer, except with the censent of the Minister
of Native Affairs, any portion of land, whlth-r 1t is hisa awn
freshold pruptrty, nhich hés besn partitiungd OT suc-w.vided
since 1936, The' Hinistnr xay grunt his cohsent subjees to such
conditiohs s he gy impose in regard to the use and eccupatien
of the land in qmestisa, These conditions must be inserted
in the title deed or the person to whom transfer Is sffectasd,

_ The conditions atipuluted include the right of the Minister
of Native iffairs to order administratively the prevention of

g~11 erpsipn, the limitation and contrel of liveatock, the nnﬁr:,'
of trust efficisls for the purpose of carrying out rahabiljtatién

messures, Except with the &pproval of the Nutive Commissinner
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tbe lend may not be used or eccupled by any perscn ether than
the registered omner, his wife or his ¢hild npt being a wale
sver 1F years, It will be nhoted that no illewancs ;g wade 1n the
case of the African farmer for residence of Ewmrrr:s oh his ferm,
Apparently the African farmer hes no right to empley zervants since
he is himself & prospective servent, The Native Commissioner may
glve dilrectinns aas to hLiow the land should be cultivauted. Moreaver
tha Africen farmer must give a writt.p.unﬂartiking that he will
subject himself and his farm to control and regimentetion by the
Bantu Authority for the area,

The liws of =ucceasion &and the consequences of marrlage in
as fer &85 they affect proprietory rights have alse been altered tn
suit the master-servant relationship of Blaek and White, No more
than one helr mey acquire theright of use nr sccupation of any lane
notwithstanding anything contained in any will or conseguence of
successinn oh intestécy or merriage in counnnity of preperty.

By far the lergast -xttnt_uf land in the reserves is Crown
land sna the Africeh people whe occupy At ars Government tehants
subject to paymeni of an annual rentsl, Less then 50% of the
African males 1n éhu reserves have been alldted small residential
sites and arable land, with little or m securlty ef terure, Th-
vast malority of the men and practically a1l the women have ne
lend which they can own or occury except as dependants er sube
tenants. By means of the Betierment Areas Proclamation which 1s
being applied piecemeal the Govermment has terminated all rights
of occupation of Crewn land Including the grazing of stock except
on appreval by South Africon Rative Trust Afficials, The Trust
hazs virtually selzed the land and 1s busy recividing it. In terms
of the Tomlinsen Repert, " revision of the system of land temire
is regarded as one of the presrequizites ts the stebilisatlien of -
the land in the Bentu Aress and the full econcmic development of
theilr potentlal®, To &chive this aim the land in the reservas 1s

belng

r:ﬂ&qﬂﬂ-d; The vast majority of those comparatively lew
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peasants whe sccupy any lend et all ars belng deprived of their
land which is tn he re-allocated as “ecrnomic unlts™ under erndi-
tl~na] title tn & few Africin fermors on a full-time basis.

The vast najority whn constitute & landless peruletisn are t~ be zhifi
shifted to so-called rural villageg which wlli: have all the evils
of urban locatinns with no prospect of a llvin wage tmn aff-get
thew. In the meantine the landless are nat even allowed to keep
strek In the "Baetterment ireas™, I know of a cese in the
Queenst~rwn Distriet where, at this very mrment, the peasants have
been depfived of the land which they heve heen tilling f~r years
and they have been frrbldden trs neep ahy ilvesterck nr tn build
any hew heuses or repalr those huts which are felling drwn, ntil
they can be settled in sewe rursl village still 1n the prnces: of
belng planned. '

It must be observed here thet 1n terms ~f the white paper on
the Temlins~n Rep~rt, "The Gavermpent is nnt preparsed t~» drm avwey
with tribal tenure »f rural land and t~ subsiitute individuel tenure
btaged nn purchagse bnr dreés it prmpnse tr glve preference te indlvi=
dual acquigiti~n of land abrve tribal and Trust purchase in the
ralecsed areas.™

The landlessness and honelessnhess of the African populatisn
is no better in the urban arecs than it is in the rural Aress.

The g&;ﬁt’class has steaafuatly set 1tself against the permanent
urbanisasti~rn of the Lifricans in the industrial and mining areas=
the so-ca&lled Burnpeen Areas - evaen though the ecmnomic inter:sts
af the cruntry demand it. The result 1s thut the African in these
Urban arews is nnt nade t~ feel at bome. A& large prog@@itinn of
the African wrrkers is migratory. Thrse whe are relstively permane-
nt are lepaedequately housed ahd have nﬁrSEﬂuritF of Fanure. Vany
merely leese sites nn ¥urndleipal land, Influx c~nirel measures

and rass laws have turned 1life inin a daily nightrere. The
applicatirn of the Inigquitrus Sectlinn 10 of the Urban Aress Act

has turhed a large number »f the African cilty dwe;lers int~ heunted
anlapals. In terms nf this law no africean nay enter inte and reside

in a proclalined urb.n ar-a witheut perwissisn unless he wus bern/e..



bnrn and permahently resldes there, or has lived thers contiw
nurugly f~r a peri-d of 15 years or has wrrked with~ut s hrgak
f~r ohe empleyer frnr 1M years, Hale chlldren snver the age of
1F yezrs cannni live with thelr parents withesut parmissinn,
Lnss of enplnymont frr a naxioum perinsd ~f 14 days mekes the
African Urban worker lliable t~ eviction. I krow of casa; in
Haauﬁpnurt.nhﬂre African men wha have lived there with their
familles far yours are belng elected because nf tompnrary

1nss nf anploynent or old sge althrnugh they have nn other hopes
tr gr tn. The ridleulous situstion that has arisen 1s that the
wives of s»ne of thesge perple are in emplyment and are thembsfore
entltled t» remsln in the urban &res while their husbands must
go 1 _

Even the city-dwellers will s~man 'be sublect tn Bantu
Authnarities. The racentﬁ ann~unceeent by the Flnister nf Bantu
Adeirlatrati~n and Develnrment that legislsatinn will be :I:ntrﬁducad
at the next sessi~n of Parllament autherising the appenintment
nf Bantu Autherities in the Urban areas t~ serve as a llnk
with the Grvernment nn the mne hand &and the rural Baniu Authorities
on the nther cape as pn surprise. The ethniec grruping in the
Kunielpal locetinns 1s nbvinusly & preparatirn f~r this stap.
fne of the chief functi-ns ~f thse city Bantu jutherities will
be tn prevent strikes and tn help break them when they ocecur.
The whole scheme is nnt nnly fantastie; it fs devilish,

We must realise that sl) the landlessness, peverty and
hnmeleasnesa nf the ifrican people which I hiove described abave
has been possible beseuse nf the execlusi~n of the Non-Eurspeans
from the ﬁmrernmant nf the emuntry., Becsuse of thelr lack of
political rights of their non-citizen status, the malnrrity
secti~n of the populati~n has been onilawed and fnrednemed tn
& life nf perpetual gervitude, It 1s for this reuas~sn thut the
fight f~r the full equality reccuples a central pnaitinan in the

lr-Point Prngramme on the N.E.U.M.
It is therefrre much tn be regretted that there has arisen
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nf late, within the Unlty M~vement, & tendency T~ blnimise the
importince ~f the demend f~r the full franchise. This tendenny
has been the chief c&use ~f the develorment of lnternsl thesre=
tical differences within the Envevent, differences which have
new reached & climax and can no longer be crncedaled. A3 ekrly
as 1958 1n awy Presidential address t~ the 4.A.C. I warned the
Eovement agkinst this develnpomant in the Tfellrwing nnrds:;
»In such perinds of cemprarative Inectivity that s~ildarlty within
the ranks which is engendered by the preapects of limediate
battle is often lecking, Differences ~f opinien assert them-
. gelves and temporary idemlegical grupings beglh te appenr.
Althimugh such differences and gr-~uplngs are unfrrtunste and
grouatines undesirubie they are as lneviteble t~ the gr~wth »f
a healthy prliticul m~vement &s t~xins in the life ~f the human
orgenism, The transfrrwatirn ~f the grrupings intn nrgunised
and ¢lrsed facti~ns is an evil which aust be avaided at all
ersts. The art »f leadership conslst preclsely in preventlng
such a develrprnent,

Idﬂningicﬂ dgifferences withln the anvenent may be inevitable
E&nd nay even gnr.stitute a neceasery part nf its dlalectie, but
petty jealrugies and rilvalrles f~r prwep and prnslti~nz are
qul te unnecessary and Intelerable and thnse whn indulge 1in
guch mean practices d~ hot desarve & place 1n ~ur leadership
and must be ruthlessly cest out of 1t, It is the duby ﬂflall
"of us in the iibersterry mrvement tr refuse t~ be party t~ the
squabbliing ~f rival groups and tn exrnse thrse whn de nOnt
scfuppla t~ indulge in personallties and chesp grssip in nrder
1~ fevther their mwn nests, Unless we poerfarm ~ur duty in thls
regaurd the nrvement is bnund tn suffer.

In the perind nf ar-en fascisw which we are now entering
it i3 cnnvenlent t~n find a substitute fo~r real prlitical wnrk
in literary bravede and pedantry, Bnldeess lo werda and
timidity 1n acti~n is & cenger agalnat which we must guard,
The unlty f~r which we strive will be forged nnt by pentifical
utterahces and irresprnsible burscucretie biluster fr-m the
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compsrative safety ~f annnymity, but ~n the anvil of p~litlcal
"gctl~n in the e¢~urse nf the dulily life and struggles ~f the
pemple., The Ten-Pnint Prrgranme must cesse tn be o shibbnleth;
1t muat be & mamial ~F acti~-n. "™ The warning apparcontly fell »n
desf ears and the present unpleasant, unheclthy situsti~n of
divizlen ancé strife within mur mrganlisati~ns has develnped,

The prsitinsn cannnt be allaped t~ enctinue a5 Bt rresent

and a qilick seluti~n has ts be feund if the heslth f ~ur
organisations 1s tn be restared. As 1t will be the duty of this
Conference ts c~ntribute t~ the reselution af ~ur present 4diffi-
culties, I have deened 1t wise tn give # brnad analysis nf the
priitieal differences s I see then.

First nf sll, I wish t~ stute thut the divisi~n has arisen
ns. the result nf the fuct thit certsin indlvlduals anhd gr~ups
within the mrvenent are digsatisfied with the 1® Pnint pregramme
nf the N.E.U.M. They emnsider thet thls pregramme is va?j.r 1n-
aidequate f»r the asmlutien ~f ~ur prifticel and s~clal rnblems
1h Seuth Africa. What crestes ennfusinmn 1s that these qppnnents
qf the 1"~Pnint pr~gramme, instesd ~f e~ndenning the prrgrenme
outright, pretend th.t their views are ennsistent with 1t,

Te deprunce the 18-Polint pregramme would put then beymnd the .pE‘.‘I.'L—
nf the N.E.U.M. and render them with~ut & pnlitical hrme,

The tendenhcy tn revise the 1f=pPoint Prngramme has been called
Jeffeism after its chief embodinent., Since this tern tends to
upset certuin mewbers of the cult and evrikes a defensive ewmntiobe-
lism which ebscures clear thinking I will nnt use 1t here.
Hather will 1 deserdbe the tendency as revisl~nmlsp. 1In srder
ts underline the fundanenta) implicatimns aof this tendenecy
I shall quote extensively from s remarkable pumphlet written
by & spiritusl member of the group who is an avewed enemy of
the N.E.U.M. !‘hera is this added adventage in quoting from
this publicstien, namely that 1t 1s written under & pen hame,
The identity of the author is therefeare presumably unkmmwn te

all of us-and there 1Is less danger of the cry of “"Informer™
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belng ralzed by these whe are riehly endpwed with & perse-
cutlon complex, I refer to the remdwed pamphlet *It 1s the
time to Awake™ by R. Mettler which purports ts he ar:-erj:j:.i-
.cilsm of I.B, Tabata's “The awakenling of & Peorle™, a book
that 18 recognised by us in the Unity Moverent as correctly
setting out ﬁur political ideas, _

R. Mottler meckes no bnnes sbout attacking the 10=Point
Progreamme from manv aenhgles, DBasically his criticism is thet

*The existing pregramme of the N, HE,U.VM, expresses the zsrplratigns
pf the jAfricun Middle Class,™ He eriticlses the resclutilen:

on the pregramme phssed at the 1943 N,.K.U.M. Conference to the
effect that all eur disn‘nilities economic, educationsl, seclal,
cultural flow from the lack of political rightﬁ, and that our
atruggle is therefore chiefly pelitiecal, R, Mettler asserts
that this attempt to separate political subjugation irem
acomile explrcitati~n "runs throughout the decumnents of this
noverent and leads eventually tn the felsme pazxlitions they take

up in &ll situations. gJurely our lack of political rights flows
from thelownership o~f the meuns ~f prnductirn, ® he pr~frundly

erncludes. Then again Kettler statesz: ™ 4 liberatary m~vement
that ig nat firnly based ~n the warking cliss must base itgelfl |
on & plddie ¢lass prepratime and frno this can nnly enpe ennfusinn,
edventurism and eventually betrayal ...... Ih so far as the
R.E.U.M. 1s ont firmly based on the wrrkipg class 1lts @daqlﬂgr
sust lewc 1t ints the penlitical emptiness thit characterlses its
past histery, ™ It w'l]l Ue nbserved thet Mettler's strictureé &g
gqurted abrve &re ldentizal with these »f the revisienlsis within
our ranks except that the latter substitute the "existing
leadership * foar the frroer's "existing pregracme®™ of the
N.E.Uul. Another fact which mist be n~ted is the belittling

of the demand frr prlitical rights which the M.B.U.E. regards

&5 plvntal 1n 1ts prograrme. ]

K, M¥ettler is very outsp~Kenh Iin his crtdemnati~n ~f the

demand frr the Franchise why b wen-ider t~ be the mmst

&
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imprrtant of the 1°-Pnints of ~ur prograume, He says, "We must
state without equivncation that in the alliance between the
middle class and the wnrkers in the liberatnry mrvement a prrgrae-
mme that is based on the vote.as the first pnint denrntes the
ideological hegemony of the petty bourge~is pnliticians, fnr
the pmgramme that puts this in the frre-front and subverts
the demands nf the selizure of the material wezlth represents
the reformist aspitati~ns nf this class..... In nn way will
democracy be achieved arourd the demand f~r the frnnl:hisq. "
Mettler again states, ™ It is a fact that the Nati~nal Mnvements
thr~ughrut Africa &zre stressing these pnlitical claims.
Kwame Nkrumah »~f Ghana was fond ~f saylng, "“seek ye first the
prlitical kingden and all things shall be added t~ ymu®
The penple of India, Indnnesia, Ghana and ~thers have been given
the vnte and yet these cruntries are still based on explnitatien
and the basic struggles contimie, ® |

R. Mettler attacks not only the first pnint ~f the 10=Point
Programme but alsr the nther points as well, For instance he
enndemns Point 3 which demands that the same right t~ invielabiliity
and privacy at present enjoyed by Burrpeans sheuld apply tn all
Non-Burmpeans. To this, Meddler says, ™ We knnw ~f nn such
*inviolability™ in an oppresive snciety and certainly aspire
tr a better snciety. "™

The revisinrnists within nur ranks cnnsider that the 7th
Print justifies their sn-called leftist interpreteti~n ~f the
1f=Pnint Prrgramme. "n the nther hand R. Mettler finds this
point equally ebnaximus. "It is alsn no accident that! the
N.E.U.M. propnses the re-distribution nf the land (even if by
vonte in Parliament) and yet will nnt dare t~ mentinn the faccories
and the mines. The frrmer, radical as it 1s, 1s still ennsistent
with the building up nf a capitalist cruntry while the latte r
wruld imply & conflict ni!‘.h Capitalism... The authors nf the
1n-Point Programme have ndt tnld us how they will achieve this
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democracy if the rural wrrkers d~ nnrt first seize the land..,.
There has been nm ¢lear cut programme put frward thet damends
wishout equivncati~n, the re-allncati~n of land, To talk abrut
t.hﬁ vote when the rroblenm is the redivisi-n of land is futile. ™

Even at the rlsk of being called namesa, such as "Herrenvelkh
hiralingsy® we have t~ paint cut t ~ur enemies whether within
or withnut the Unity Mnvement thuat the selzure of land and it
redivisinn are nnt part nf the 1N=-Pelnt Pregramme. Whean we telk
of the "scquisitinn® of land we mean and have slways moeant law-
;'ul agquisiti~n within the framework ~f the capltalist socliety
of nhich we are pa=rt, |

The whrle basis nf the attack an the 1f-Pnint Pregrumme 1s
the denial ~f tﬁa reallty nf enl-ur oppressisn 1n S~uth Africa
and ennsequently the denlal nf_t.he fNecesgity far a WNatlsnal
liberatnry mavament. "n the esntrary the Hﬂtiﬁﬂn_.l prnblem 1s
viewed as gsimply &4 ¢lass prrnblem thinly c-vered over with =
cnlnur wash designed t~ cancegl Its 1dﬁnt1t.y._ The axpre:;;sed alp
of t-ilﬂ H.E.U.H. 15 %t~ liquidute the Rutl-nsl nppressirjn nf tha
Hran=-Rurnpesns in South Africa, that 1g, “the remnval of all the
disabll]tlss and restrictinnps hased on gr-unds nf race and
cnleur, and the acquisiti~n by the Non-ikurnreans of &1l these
rights which are &t present enjnyed by the Eurnpean populs :lon. ®
dettler genffs at thls ldea and swys, "™ But nf asignifileance here
1a the fect thut points one te five and pnin!: g azplicipljr, and
the nther pnints impliicitly want the scwe c~nditimng f»ar the .
HnnfEump_aana as are en)]ayed by Burnrpeans t~day i.e. tn enter
intn the present white explnitive snclety,® Acesrding te
R, Mettler, this i1s a detestable nbjective warthy enly nf " a
mrvement thut i1s afruld nf the pswer nf the penple t» gtand ur
and taka over nlst&te whclh 1t will shape tr sudit 1ts awn
requlrenents, ™

If the revislanists within our ranks were su "ficlently
henest and had the courage of thelr cenvicti~ns, they wruld erme
out openly against the 1M-Point Frngramme nf the N.E.U.K as

H.Hﬂttlﬂr/.--... S awn
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R. Mettler unreservedly dnes. .Tha Mnvemant, particularly the
youth, wruld then be saved fr~m the the~ratical cnnﬂtsinﬁﬁ |
which appeer t» be current, Fer instance, instead »f the stupld
attempt t~ identify capltalism with Herrenvelkism, the |
revisinnists gould jJust suy th -t the nen-Surnpeans should nnt
fight tn end the crlour bar, but shruld engage in the class
struggle t~ end cupitalisg., Instead of denying the factual
existence nf the various non-Europe.n sentiQns axnépt as entries
in the Herrenvelk populatian register; intead of saving th.t
"the very idea of Non-Bumpeenlsm 1s chnauvinlstie, ™ the
revisionists could mere appropriately sa&y the attempt nf the
various sections of the pnp=Hurcpeans to unite 1n & enmmen
gtruggle to ligquiaceia their natianml erpragsinn and achieve
full equality with the Earopeans 1is resctionary and must be
-abanﬂnnad. _Fnr accurﬂing to Hettler-thﬂ'ﬂnity ¥nverent has had
tr find an answer iﬂ the dusl nuature of nppression in this
eruntry, that of class and that of coleur and in ss d~ing "™t
has fallen int~ the trap of raciallse that faces all liberatory
mavements 1n Africe ..., & liberatmnry movemant that.is not
Sfirmly based on the working class nust base 1tself on & middle
clags programme and from this can nnrly cnme ennfusien, adven=-
 turism and eventual betrayal,*

Mettlor asserts that the distinctisn between colsur
differentiatinh and c¢lass divisien leads ta crnfusisn, namely
tn the fzilure to see the clash nf interests between the black
middle clags and the blacg workers, Tn ehsure success the
wrrking class mq;t tuke cnntrql ofthe llberatary mnvanaﬁt
and impase its ewn programue o7t 1€, “Thelstruggla will have
to be oriantated t~ fight expleltation 1n all its forms ... in
‘the facteries, on the farms, in the reserves &nd in the town-
sh*pa ... for & genaral imprﬁ?amant in living ¢conditiona, gnr
higher wages, frr tha rlght te smpleyment for freadom of move-
ment, We will have t¢ 2trugsle agginst pass laws and the myrlad

grpressive LeASUTAS that'tia us downl ... We must counter=pose

(1) the warking class programme t~ that of the middle class and
WE Illlllll/
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we must struggle for worcing class hegem~ny in the liberatory
. mevement as+s+ Ihe mecst urgent tasik is the preparatisnn af the
worsing c¢lass for the aventual cnntrol of the liberatnry mnve-
ment seane K€ cah place no rellance pn the middle class elements
shn mouth thé ideology of capltallsm ... As lohg as the middle
¢lass palnteing 1lts ldeologlecal crnntrol of the liberatory mnves
ment, the movement must remain lneffective and centimie an the
vacillating cﬂursa_that 't has fnllnwed_n?ar the lgst 5" ¥OaTrsS...
Ki thar the worker nrgan153§ ~n class grounds wlll aventuglly take
eontrol of this natinrnal movement or else he will have tn be
preparad t~ sat ﬁp his awn lndependent monvement that can enter
into temporary alliance with this natisnal movement®,

| Little wonder that eur frustrated and hitter intelllgentsia=
worker revisimniats have embarked upon a vituperative beurgesais
witch-hunt within the Unity Movement for they see prospects of
their personal advancement when the "worklng class*® should achieve
wayantual cnntrel of the };berutnry movenent®, It 1s fur sad put
inescapable duty to remind these young turks that the bourgenls
has as much right te membership and leadership of the N.E.U.K,.
as the worker always provided that he fully subseribes to the
1A=Point programme. The attempt tn peint the present leadership
of the N,E.U.M. &s bourgeols and therefore resactinniry 1s not
only mlschieveus but 1s ereating unnecessarydivisien and strife
within ~ur erganisati~n, |

The implication nf the identificatien of Harrenvolkism with

capitallam capnet be Mully understo~d exeept in the light ~f the
liberal crnncept of *"fFhite capit-l and Coloured labeur®, Bxpressed
in other wonrds the idea 1s that in Ssuth Afrjea the Whites are
the capitallists apd the Non-whites the wnrkers , R. Mettler states
this idea as}fﬁlluwst- "Ihe fqling class resident in South Aifrica
is generally speaking white, Equally in broad outline the .
hrh=-white paaﬁle are predominantly warkers, ‘The expluit;tinn.ﬂf
the wérhing class has been eoveraed up by canleour sppression®,

Althrugh Mettler dee. say that “There is an pverlap of classes
which transcends the raciil barriers™ it ig ¢clear that hls whele



putlnnk an the c¢lass atruggle in Sruth Africa 1s mat free of
racialism particulédrdx ih the light of his nther allegation
that 1in isolated cases the (read: the Black) can support the
right instcad ~f the left and the capltalist (read: the White)
can support the left, Mettlaer lends suppnrt. te this cententien
by the fnllieowing statement "The white intellectuals are
¢completely lsolated from the warking clasg-hj both claa? and
colour differences and thus tend to& lsun sver heavily tomerds
the rmiling class. 7The nnbewhite intellectusl on the nther hand
is in close phyxical cnntact with the warker and feels the brunt
of oppresasinn himself, He thus jewns more towards the people®,
In other words Ketiler sees the class struggle in South Africa
a8 the strugele between Black and white, The_same attitude_
pf damning the White working class as Herrenvelk and therefore
capltalist i3 apparant 1n the atatement of the ymrung so-called
leftists in our movement, Basicslly this ides springs from the
influence of African nationaliasm, This theesretlicsl mistakn -
is inevitable 1f we seek to deny the bourge~is character ~f our
hatinnel liberatory movement an ihe fatunus greund that "We
" glready have a capitallist seciety and thus are nnt struggling
1.;.1:- make & new ﬁpitﬂlis_t society ™.

‘The COr ey . thearetical analysis of the positisn 13 sel
cut on page & of the awakening &s fnlleowsy= *But in the
cohditions pertﬂining in Sruth Africa the clear cut clasa
divisinns have been obscured, The Herrenvelk have elaborated
a means of re-inforcing econnmie expleltation with all the vicious
machinery of racilal oppressisn®™, The correct deduction frm this
statement is not that we sh~uld lgnere racial npprassinn bapause
it is an lnstrusent nf clags appressinn, rThat would be as fonlish
as to sey in warfare we wpust lghore the bember «nd c¢cnncentraie ohn
the bomb, Rather must we fight racial oppressinn and stirive for
political equallly for, i guote from the ..wakening once morey-
*Yithout pollitical equality it will never be possible to speak
of working class unity, and without werking class unity 1t will
never be possible to fight exploltatimsn ... The tréu. .eo../
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Union question in South Afriea presents iltself primarily
azs a patinnal (political) questien and only secondarily as a
class question, The second cannot be amlved independently of
the first®.

we have to acepet the concept nf_stages in the liberntnr?
mnvement ntherwlse we will centimie tn ennfuse Herrenvalkism
with capltalispm and therseby create unnecegsary thearetical
misunderstending, But R. Hettlar_is o hestile to this idea
that he does not scrupple tn distnrt 1t. He azays, ™ur
perspective is not the mechanical one nf stages in which we will
first achleve the lM=point Programme & bulld up & state whereih
we can start & new stru, gle based en & new Trade Union Meve-
mant ", We need only state that there is mthing mechanical
abouth the concept of stages. ¥e have to view the_struggla
in metion and where and how one stage ends and another
begins ﬂannnt be predetermined in & nathematicsl fashion. It
will_de;pand ont the dynamies of the sltuation and the relationship
of forces,

our view of the trads Union question &s primarily s
natisnal ponlitical guestimn has already nbeen stated. The
reviginnists ha?e_attempted to confuse the 155u&_by falsely
stating that we dn not want to see the trude Unien Movement
hgilt up and strengthened, It is certalnly met our tagsk as a
pnii?ical movement tn form trade Uninnhs, This weuld be sheer
gnnnnmism. After all aven Mettler realises the tme functien
of trade Uninns because he sayzy ™Ihe trade Unioh mevemant

will have tn be bullt up in the ceming peried.... e pust

clearly state that the trgde Unlon's primery purpose is to
fight the ec n.lc struggle (our emphasiz), That isg, 1t has

ta fight feor improved conditiens in the factory... But the
tr.de Unions are not a substitute for & pelitical movement,
and as *the w-~rkers need a political party tﬁ serve their own
interests to put forward thelr asplratisns a mzaas workar's

party must be formed." If this iz what the revisienists

Want ...../
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want, let them say so openly. A workers' psiitical party will
be woleome to afflllate tn the liberstary meavement just &s ths
ex-~communist party was, previded that it accepts the 1f-Fpint
Programnme &nd all that it stands f~r.

~Mettler Is very forthright in his attack en the federszl
st_.ruc u{rﬂ of the N.E.U.k. ™hen the N.E.U.M. called far inter-
raclal Unity" he 5&:{# "the slngan was pregressive, Today the
needs are for a movement withnut racisl barriers, and a nkmoe
such as "non-Burnpean Uniiy™ no lenger serves the needs nf the
-liharatnry mrvegent. A movement that tlea 1tself in advance to
A gpeclfic osrganisationel form runs the risk of ossification =
and to have_madathe federal structure as e~rnatituted teoday
ang article of fslith in the N, E.U.M, 15 & slgh that nssifiaatiqn
Las indeed set in. Mettler adds that the federal structure would
be permig3ible If It allnwed for a federation on class grrunds
vhich must tnday be relected, Mettier then goes on to advecate
t.ha_fﬂmitinn of & unitary arganisatisn "in so far as 1t is .
opresed ta the current cumbersome racial division,

1 have quoted extensively from R. Kettler net because i
ennglder that his views &re in themselves wnrthy of er~hsideratinn
but firstly because ha is nbyieously hestile to the N.E.U.k. and
dts 1M-Polnt Programme and secnndly beceuse his views are ldentical
with thoac expressed by certain individuals and grrups within the
movament, The lnference which I scek ta be drawn ls that these
individuals and groups are alsen eneries »f the ¥,E,U.K, If they
deny thlis accusatinn the orusg is on them teo shqw hovw thel ﬁené_
giffer from those of Rettier, |

Revigienism 1s, of course, & pnlitical tenedency which has
arlisen as the reault »~f the influence of Harrenvelk ideas |
mntwithstanding the faet that it cetuched 1n pseude-leftist

1aNZURES senves/
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inngunge. Fundapentally it .mounts tn n'plan frnr the ratention
of the gtatus gupe, It demsands the cessatién of the struggle

for the abelition of Herrenvelklam and for full desn~eratic rights:
allegedly because such a4 stru.gle even 1f successful will not
resuit in the elimlnation of the axp;nitatinn of the wnrker§. hmt
rather 1n the_strangthening anﬂ cnnsﬁlidﬁtinn ot thg bergengie.
Tefwnad alsﬁlwaﬁté the retentisn of the status quan Ihif dones 1t
nmatter that his reagn~ns &re different since the objective result
1s the same? We must never farget that Kettler's views are the
" wviews of the petite-bourganis white intellectual neo=liberals
wliose rmle in society I attempted to describe in my 1956 Presi=
dential address. It is therefnre significant but not surprising
that Mettler defends the libarnls; He says, "lo asse:rt that the
lihefnls-ira.unnséinua of their reole 1lh speclety ls nnnsense.
This assumes falsely that these pesple are homngenosus, are
daliberately making oprressien wnrk, are in fact sto~yes fnr the
ruling class eeseesss» They (the liberals) crme inte cenflict
with the ruling cless .... we cannot agree that they are parst
and parcel of the Herrenvelk®™, | | _ |

Let me fﬁrest&l the argument that in drawlng out the
revizinnists tn state thelr views in npen Gonference wa-afa'
informing against them, In erder tn protect thes. timid s-uls
I would suggest that those matterz be discussed in & elnsed
seasinn of the Conference, We must make it clesr, however, that
we have no intention of protecting renegade individualsg and growps
at the expense of the mnvement which we have se pealnfully hullt
up over & perlnd of 15 years, It is & strange and E;igza kin&
of reas~rning that allenws wreckers nf the mevement to publish
thelr disruptive views surreptiticusly and annnymmusly even in
the se=called organs of the Unlty mevement, but will concesl the
fderntity of these lndividuals &t ~ur Conferences and condemn
thelr eXDn Sure as"inferpmlhng". We have Fn stite cateporically
tht Rnonymity is the right of thonse whe sare bullding up the

mrvement and nnt nf thoge who are wrecking it,
WE..--.---,
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We have to appreciate the dangar tn the mnvement of glving
the revisionists a free hand tso propagate thelr views fr~m our
platforns and eur nrgans, It 1s not merely & questien of |
creating divisi~n and strife within mur srganiszsatisng, bad ennug
theugh that 1s. Much mere geriesus ig the betrayal of the
oreenisation to the Herrenvelk fascists. Te glve the 1f=Peint
Programme a leftist interpretatieon, no matter how ceckﬂyed,_ia
tm bring the whole movement within the definlition-af ztatutory
commubhism and to runh the rest of 1t belng declared an unlawiul
organisation within the meaning ~f the suppression of Comuunl ~
Acty 1%t is difflcult te resiast the Inference that this is a
cnngummntiun which mﬁpy of the revisienists would devrutly wlah
as effering an easy methed of escape frrm the hazardsus tasks
which presently devolve an them as members of the liberateary
mrvenenby _ o

The lessons of the Treason Trisls do not appear te h--ra bean
sufficlently learnt bv seme of ua, It is well Enwwn in liberatary
mnﬁemeﬁt cifcles that the malrrity of the pers~na who &re are
mexbars of the organisati~ns iInvelved in the Treas~n Trills are
simple wnrkers or peasanfs t~ whem the idaa of pock electlens
cruld never have appeared subversive, Yet a foew of thesa penple
have tn stand their tria]l on a charge ot Eigh treasmn pregisulr
because a ?alsa cnlurat@nn c. leftisu was imparted tn thair
organisation by @ few politically advanced petit-bourgeois
inteliectualsass 411 of us know that the triballsts of A.N.C. and
the marchants of the S.A.I.C. are fncapable of depsanding the
"liquidation of caplitalism, equal distributlen of wealth,
common ownershlip of the means of productien, land mines and
factories, ™ and yet the recerd would sppear to indlcate that this
was part of the pregreimme of these organisatiensz, This szeort
of ‘hlnking inevitably happens when a fe?\leftist thenreticlans

91280000/
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seize ¢rntrol and lesdership of the people's orzanizatlions
and proceed t~ spout i1deag which are incensistent with the
alms and pbjects of tue arganlsati~nsz and are far in advance nf':
the standard political ce~nsci~usness reached by the generallty
of the nembership, The result is that 19 tipes of crisis the
. progragsive facade breaxs away and the political fraugd is )
syposed, Then beging the splitting uy of the organisations inte
respective political groupings of 1ts membership framx the
extreme right to the extreme left,

It was 1n order te aveld such an eventuality that the
N.E.U.M. adopted & ninipuw progracme &nd & federal structure,
¥r, I.B, Tabata correctly atates the pnsltion en page 76 af
* The Awskening ef & People™ wheh he saysi= "The Problexm
Was o eregte & mauthpiepe tf the whole ~f the iAfrican renple,

& frrum from which the;} vnlece ¢nuld be heard, It was obvlinus
that no single perty ceuld fulfil this task. 4 single political
party ¢~—unt rapresent & whole community or race, rjr the mere
fact nf_belnming to the sane race has mnthing teo drn with a
man's palitical sffi1liatiens. In any given community pwople
share different palitical ldeas ranglng frnm the extreme left
tn the extreme rightl ---Lﬁnyhattnmpt theref~re t~ form a |
unlt.ry pollitical orgaenisatien nr_p&rty was doeped tn rall,
Further no ohe pary ceuld clalm to represent tribalists,
haticnalists, internationalists and liberals and at the same
tha integrete and attend to the speclfic tgsks af industrial
workers, farm labpurers, peasants, professisnal clagsrs ete,
fst the very crux of ihe problem was Un find a farm of
organisation vhich would meet the dewands srising nut of
twrfold nppruﬁiinn - Hationikl oppressien ande elass axploitation, ™
- The tragedy of the gituation 1s that tha internal diffe-
rences should arise at & tlme when thae nead for ths unlty
of the oppressed is greater than ever, At this & vary

momant sssensesd
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moment when the rest of Afri-a is begiming to avake and to
to ecast away the imperialism and eclonialism which has held
it in throtgh for centuries, when the cry for the indepene
dence ard gelf.determination is ringing with ever-growing
inliatanae throughout the length end breadth of the "dnr®
somtinenit, Just at this tipe. noreower- whem In Ae mm
country the most down tredder of all, the A riecam peasants and
workars are begimrinz to show “1oht, Just at the moment, I
say, when the imfluence of itg lozae®™shiip shorid be felt threugk
out the eontinent of Afriea, the N.3.U.M. rust be rent asunder
by didvisions inspired by a few ambitious people in and around
its leadership, This ig a cltnation which we must tyy te
remedy at all cos¥s, I7 at this corfsrcnece we cenrot achieve
a mity of ideas we rust aehleve at least a cloar demarcatien

of difTerences,

Those whose polities eonsist of svereovyped slogans and
gliches will no doubt raise their eyebrows when I say it is o
our duty to gnide and not to corderm eategerically the emerge-
ing African nationalism, Ve have to recognise that in so far
as it is geminely anti-imperialism and anti=colonialism
African Natidmalism is a nrogressive political foree, It is
only when African Hationalism is anti-white, anti-eoloured,
anti<Indian and when it 1s tied to the apron strings of ime
mm and 1s the latterts agent Tor the ecanomic exnloie
tation of the colonial penplessibat it has to be condemmed
and fought, Many who support the 10=Point Programme will
find little fault with the reported staterent by Gersher
Collier, the Slerra Leone delegate to the 211 African’ Peoples
Conference new sitting in Accra, thati. "Self governmemt
as set ovt in constitutions cammot be all we seek or desire,
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It will be meaningless umless it i{s seoompanied by the real
anarcipation of the people from the hold of foreign economie

domination®, While thiz statemert is progressive in so far
| ap 1t i3 antl-Imperialist, for us in the N.E,U.M, it is an

Incomplate statemsnt of policy sinco 1t dows not rule emt
the poscilbiiity or expioltcoticn through the Infegaticns heneh.

men of imperialism, iike the Rkrumahs, To safeguard against
such a developmert we have %o implant in the minds of the
poor pessarts apd workers who eonstitute the me jorityy the

desire for an effectlve gay In tha control and diroction of
the destiniag of thelr coumtries whiohk can only come about as
the resvlt of the extenaion of fu?l wvnolities] ammality to all,
Political history has shown no other method of ending sseminmite
axploitation except through political control by the majority
gseotlon ol the pepulatiom who, in a o¢apltalist suuintr' &I
insvitably the workera amd the poor paa:l:::nta. ['na:l ‘-b-hl inpore
rance of politieal rights hez beon driven home te the sormmon
man, he will take the nesessary atepz to achieve these »ights,
and, armed with this new pewer he will proceosd to put an end
to sxplolitive relationships In zociely.

These ara somo oi the theoretical irplicetions of the
10-Foin% Prezrame wrich this sonference hag to olarify for
the benefit of thogse mewhers of the movemsnrt who are genuirely
gagkine politiecsl gnlichtanmert, TFor those vho bave delibee
rately sut theuselves the task of wrecklng the novament Crowm

within more drastic aotion will bave to he cornsidoraed,

in conalusion lat mga gaxnress ibe hong fnat theoreticeal
ﬁiscuﬂsims, Important though they are, wiil ot take wup teo
mich of the Conference's time, The more vital qu=stions atf
ating the practicsl struggius of the peopla apninzt politiss

gnasetllntiofesesns
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emasculztion and eeocnomic ruin, must take precaderce, The

1arge dolepation cof neassnts present at this cornferencs mast

not te allowed to go awmy FPeoling thet their anitendanee has

not boen ~corth the trouhle and expomse whieh 1t has entailed,
Lat us thercfore settle down to the business of this conferente
namedy be Luild W a oovoment whieh will ba restlient and Dowerw
full enough to withstand and Tinally overcome FerrenvollIsw, and
so ehange this beoutl:ind 1203 o7 curs Tror & prisor ~omp ts &
fyee goelety wiere z3ll mey Live witk dimity and usties,
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No liberatory sovemsnt has over besn able to get rid of snemies snd sples
altogather from its midat, It would be utopian to sxpect that it oculd, espacisll
as wa know that the strength of the system rests lergely in its insjdious power

over th: mind and its power to oorrupt and poison the wery individualas ws want to
see libernted. But 1f we cannot prevent the presence of auch people, we can st
lesat try to minimlss their disruptive influsnce. This,then,calls for » new
attitude of mind. A special responsibility falls on us to protect the wovenent
against the new dangera. It iz nc loager snough simply to declars belisf in and
soceptanos of ths 10-Foint Programee and the principle of Non-Collaboration, To-i
ws must demand something mare from o mnmbm-a.. FPaople must Lﬁth: right to
partioipate in the deliberations of cur conferences. Oncs & man o womkn haw been
in the movement for acms time, we should be abdle to ask kim of them what hawe
they dun:iﬁnﬂ&:gt the sovement 7 In the last six or twelve months, for instanc
whet organisations have they brought within the All-African Hoowntion? What
individusls have they brought imte their arganisations? ind in geonerul wiat have
they ﬁr.;ml to propagats the idauufﬂ:mvamutmﬂtlhitlprum tuthall:
wasses. Snyous who camot give us m concrete prool’ of hi-s bone fides
should not be in a pesition to use our platfors to put forward his pet thworiss
or to traumm] the discussiocna of Confersnce and prevent 1t from getting down to
the wital tasks that face ue. |

In the dark days ﬂ'llt.lil ahead of us it will be necessary to ﬂ]:ﬂll
our ranks and kesp a vigllant ey® on our soemies from svery quarter. It is no
time for the agpression of facile hopes. Xach nsw day brings new svidsnos of ths
tribulations of our people, kore than ever befors, the times demand from each
and svery one of us the utmost resclution, clarity I thought and tsnacity of

purposs in our strugele for liberstiom,
' Deo, 1958



