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Ladies and Gentlemen, 

Meeting as we do under conditions which amount t o an i n t e r n a l 
c r i s i s , we would do well to make a c r i t i c a l survey of our a c t i v i t i e s 
during the l a s t few years . In my opinion the best way to set about 
t h i s would be t o juxtapose the ideas of the two schools of thought 
which, fo r almost a decade now, have fought for supremacy within our 
Associat ion. We s h a l l , fu r the r , do well to t race each set of ideas t o 
i t s source, c r i t i c a l l y examine the kind of behaviour each has given 
r i s e t o , and, in the l i g h t of our f indings , determine our stand in 
t h e fu ture . We s h a l l choose the year 1944 as our s t a r t i n g poin t . 

Since the Nqabara conference in 1944 there crept i n to our 
discussions a word which, with the passage of time, has occurred with 
increasing frequency. That word i s "Struggle" . Since we can f ix 
almost exactly the date when i t began to feature so prominently in 
almost every debate in our conferences, i t would not be unreasonable 
t o conclude tha t from tha t same date there came t o the fu l l l i gh t of 
day a new tendency, a new outlook, a new approach t o the problems 
facing u s . In fac t one might say that the appearance of t h i s word 
-o l a t e in the l i f e of--the-Cape African ^es^here-1—Association i s an 
indica t ion tha t before then we hardly had the awareness of the e x i s t ­
ence, of a problem requ i r ing so lu t ion . We sha l l therefore devote some 
not inconsiderable time t o a scrut iny of t h i s mental a t t i t u d e which 
has made the idea innate in t h i s word the very hub of our discussions 
and a c t i v i t i e s , even to the point of impelling us t o have i t enshrined 
in our cons t i tu t ion in the now well known phrase - "To co-ordinate t h e 
struggle of the teachers with the general s t ruggles of the oppressed 
peoples of South Afr ica ." 

Among the def in i t ions of the word "s t ruggle" we find the 
following; "a v io len t e f for t or se r i e s of e f f o r t s . " From t h i s 
def in i t ion i t can be j u s t i f i a b l y assumed that a s t ruggle i s bred by 
one or both of two conditions e i the r of which wil l however produce 
the same r e s u l t , i . e . v io len t e f f o r t . The f i r s t i s a cons t ra in t 
tha t may be placed upon the free movement or development of a l i v ing 
organism, and the second, the desire of the organism t o a t t a i n cer ta in 
ends in the facie of odds, of opposi t ion. In the case of human soc­
i e t i e s , what leads t o a s t ruggle between one or more members and the 
x*est, i s a conf l ic t of i n t e r e s t s . When t h e contending p a r t i e s ar 
grouped around ce r ta in def in i te i n t e r e s t s the r e a l i s a t i o n or cont in­
ued enjoyment of which e i the r the one or the other party f e e l s wi l l 
be jeopardised or minimised should i t s opposites have the i r way, we 
then have a s t ruggle of c l a s se s . In such a case the question of a 
head-on c o l l i s i o n i s merely one of time. 

Though the concept of a head-on c o l l i s i o n i s phys ica l , Man, 
however, has at h i s d isposal other methods than overt act ion e i the r 
t o constrain the movements or thwart the desires or ambitions of h i s 
adversary. But so has the vict im or would-be vict im means of 
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f ru s t r a t i ng the in ten t ions of h i s opposite number. In any case the 
r e s u l t i s a s t rugg le . Be i t noted tha t in our statement of the con­
d i t ions giving r i s e t o a s t ruggle we have not ra ised the question of 
moral i ty . All we emphasise is the na tu r a l react ion of a l iv ing 
organism t o the force tha t imposes a r e s t r a i n t on i t s movements or 
thwarts i t s de s i r e s . 

No doubt then, the frequent recurrence of t h i s word in our 
discussions and writ ings i s an indicat ion of our awareness of the 
exis tence of a c lash of i n t e r e s t s . I t therefore remains fo r u s t o 
examine the nature of the forces tha t constrain us and t h e i n s t r u ­
ments used t o impede our free progress t o the desired end. In t h i s 
connection a study of the events of the l a s t twelve months should 
prove highly i n s t r u c t i v e . 

But l e t us begin with a re-s ta tement of the ends we des i re 
t o a t t a i n as t eachers . Briefly these are : 

(a) The r e a l i s a t i o n of the p r inc ip l e of equa l i ty : of equal pay 
for equal work and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . 

(b) Free , compulsory and equal State school-education. 

The mere absence of these indisponsible requirements of a 
sound educat ional system and a contented teaching personnel, i s a 
symptom of a much graver i l l - the absence of a t r u l y democratic 
system of government in the Country. This immediately imposes on u s , 
as a sect ion of the oppressed, the task of attempting t o convert South 
Africa, with the aid of the mil l ions of the other disfranchised Non-
Europeans, i n to a thorough-going democracy. But as soon as we turn 
our heads in t h i s d i r ec t ion , we are immediately mad3 aware of pressure 
ac t ing in an opposite d i r ec t i on . This , to u s , i s the c leares t i n d i ­
cation t h a t group i n t e r e s t s are involved. I t i s proof of the fact 
t h a t our presenijjpailifin^ i n d i r e c t l y a t t r i b u t a b l e to the machinations 
of another group t ha t has a vested i n t e r e s t xn bur continued degradat­
i on . For t h i s reason the re fo re , we are convinced that a study of 
these events wi l l demonstrate tha t these pressures are t h e expression 
of the antagonisms t ha t spring from a clash of group i n t e r e s t s . 

* 

I t was therefore in the pursui t of group i n t e r e s t s tha t the 
l i b e r a l wing of the ru l ing c lass made the desperate but f r u i t l e s s 
attempt t o inveigle us in to an acceptance of a pa ten t ly in fe r io r type 
of education when they inv i ted us t o a discussion of the Report of the 
Sise len Commission l a s t Ju ly . I t i s however sadly t rue t ha t they 
managed to ent ice some pr inc ipa l s of Secondary and High Schools to 
a t tend against the known and c lea r ly expressed wishes of t h e i r 
Associat ions. ^ e r since then these gentlemen have f e l t called 
upon t o espouse with a l l t h e i r might the cause of d i f f e r e n t i a l 
education as s e t out in t h i s notorious Report. 

I t i s no coincidence that i t i s these same men who unashamed­
ly proclaim t o the world tha t they have se t themselves the task of 
disrupt ing our assoc ia t ion . I t could not be otherwise, they have 
allowed themselves t o be subjected t o pressure from outs ide . I t will 
a lso not go unnoticed tha t i t i s these i d e n t i c a l people who at t ha t 
same conference thought up the idea of forming a Union-wide P r i n c i p a l s ' 
Association one of whose objects i s " t o consider how best they can 
l e c i t h e i r respect ive a s s o c i a t i o n s . . . " Lead thsm in what d i r ec t ion , 
m.V "S ask? We may have occasion t o r e tu rn t o t h i 3 laxer in our 
a-ljvcs3. Members of conference wi l l however remember t ha t i t was 
round a:>out t h i s time t ha t c i r cu l a r s bearing the s ignatures o^ th*£>e 
sane percens flooded the Country. Simultaneously with 'h is attempt 
o* t h e i r s t o influence the teachers t o leave the^.r organisat ion, f..id 
contrary to a l l the fac t s a t the time, the news -.<as p o l i s h e d in trie 
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herrenvolk press tha t large sect ions of the C.A.T.A. had broken away 
from t h e i r organisa t ion. In what d i rec t ion are they t o lead " the i r" 
respect ive Associat ions , we ask again. 

And when a l l t h i s f a i l ed t o produce the desired effect? You 
do not have to be reminded how the Department of Education opened a 
barrage on us early l a s t December, how an ex-President of t h i s Assoc­
i a t i o n , taking cover behind the h a i l tha t was being showered on u s , 
emerged f r a n t i c a l l y waving the f lag of secession. You know how 
dismally these shock t a c t i c s f a i l ed - then. Faced with the r e s i s t ­
ance of the t eachers , the Department f e l t obliged, in the i n t e r e s t s 
of the c lass whose instrument i t i s , to assume a very threatening 
a t t i t u d e to u s . This time our ranks cracked. A number of teachers 
resigned t h e i r membership of the Associat ion. 

So we meet here to-day with our numbers depleted. Yes, the 
herrenvolk has launched a vicious a t tack on us . Not only ourselves , 
but a lso our s i s t e r assoc ia t ions have been made the object of her ren­
volk v ind ic t iveness . F i r s t the Transvaal African Teachers' Associat­
ion , and then the Teachers' League of South Africa came under f i r e . 
But, as I sha l l show l a t e r on, there i s no cause for undue pessimism. 
We have t o bear in mind t ha t the law s t i l l stands t ha t act ion and 
reac t ion are equal and opposi te . We should fur ther draw encouragement 
from the knowledge tha t in any such co l l i s ion the g rea te r mass always 
has i t s way. 

Ear l i e r we mentioned the agencies and the instruments used 
against u s . I f we are t o carry on a consis tent s t ruggle we need to 
understand the t a c t i c s of the enemy. Not only t h i s , but we have also 
t o appreciate the effect of these on us and be able t o account for 
whatever r e s u l t s may follow. 

I am happy t o say tha t i t i s no longer necessary in a confer­
ence of the Cape African Teachers1 Association to go to great length 
in describing the role* of the l i b e r a l s of whose society the d i s rup te rs 
are so enamoured. Your summary re jec t ion of t h e i r i n v i t a t i o n J-ast 
July i s a c lear ind ica t ion tha t you fu l ly understand on wfc.cn Sxue 
they stand - where t h e i r i n t e r e s t s l i e . However we perhaps need to 
t o examine more closely t h e i r f r iends in our midst. 

I t has already been s ta ted that what has given r i s e to the 
s t ruggle between us and the ru l ing c lass i s a c lash of i n t e r e s t s . 
Now i t goes without saying tha t even the humblest of us does, by h i s 
a c t i o n s , advance the i n t e r e s t s of the one or other of the opposing 
groups. I t i s a lso a f ac t tha t in any socie ty there can be only two 
fundamentally and i r reconc i lab ly opposed groups. In the present 
h i s t o r i c a l s e t t i n g in South Africa there cannot be even a temporary 
a l l i ance between us and any of the sect ions of the ru l ing c l a s s . 
Whoever then concludes any pacts with any of these sect ions i s not 
our f r iend . Be i t c l ea r ly understood that any such, i r r e spec t ive of 
the colour of his skin , i s a c a r r i e r of the disease-germs of the p re ­
judices and outlook of the group-enemy. Our f a i l u r e to i s o l a t e such 
wi l l r e s u l t in d i suni ty in our ranks . I s h a l l emphasise t ha t none 
of the different sect ions of the ru l ing c lass i s placed in as good a 
s t r a g e t i c pos i t ion as the l i b e r a l s to play e f fec t ive ly and e f f i c i e n t ­
ly the old game of divide and r u l e . ( I f we are not su f f ic ien t ly 
v i g i l a n t , I can foresee a recrudescence of l i b e r a l influence in our 

a f f a i r s , with a l l the d i re f r u i t s which our forbears reaped as a 
r e s u l t of t h e i r f r a t e rn i s a t i on with these gent ry . ) 

I f then we are t o wage a cons i s t en t , pr incipled s t rugg le , we 
have to be sens i t ive to a l l pressures of the enemy c l a s s . And, I 
emphasise, these people who attend these Race Relat ions I n s t i t u t e con­
ferences are the media through which t h e r u l i n g c l a s s t ransmit cheir 
pressure onto us with the consequent d i s in t eg ra t i on of our organisa t ions . 
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In case there should s t i l l be among us those who believe in 

the myth of l ibe ra l i sm, and tha t the atmosphere at the conferences of 
the I n s t i t u t e of Race Relations i s any cleaner than t h a t , say, a t a 
Nat ional i s t Party Congress, I should ask them to account for the 
r a c i a l i s t i o and even t r i b a l i s t i c tendencies and u t te rances of the 
elements who fee l so much a t home a t the conferences of the l i b e r a l s . 
I r e fe r to t h e i r support of a measure t ha t i s c l ea r ly calculated to 
r e susc i t a t e t r iba l i sm such as the lie commendations of the ^ i se len 
Commission, I sha l l ask them t o read the r a c i a l i s t i c references t o 
"The Torch", the only newspaper t ha t has cons is tent ly supported t h i s 
Association and i t s pol icy as "the Coloured paper, 'The Torch"1 . Let 
them also wallow through the r a c i a l i s t i c slime which these black l i b ­
e r a l s have poured across the pages of t h e i r manifesto Hear how 
they attempt t o whip_ up anti-Coloured fee l ing when they mendaciously 
wri te : " I t was a lso decided tha t wheresoever the Coloureds met in 
conference, there sha l l t h e i r black ha l f -b ro thers meet a l s o . 
Obviously the Coloureds c a n ' t go to Pondoland where i t i s imperative 
(?) for conference to go, but the black ha l f -bro thers must go to 
Namaqualand t o oblige t h e i r i n f l i c t ed b ro the r s . . . . "A sec t ion of 
African teachers has allowed African i n t e r e s t s to be supplanted by 
Coloured i n t e r e s t s , " the document runs . The point we are. making i s 
t ha t whether one i s inspired by the N a t i o n a l i s t s , e . g . Bhengu of the 
Supreme Council, or the I n s t i t u t e of Race Rela t ions , e .g . the black 
l i b e r a l s , they a l l spout the same r a c i a l i s t i c f i l t h . They have 
drunk from the same fountain, the question of the exact point where 
they stooped down t o lap up the slime i s immaterial. Ju s t as we 
cannot choose between the front side and the reverse side of the 
same coin, so can we not make a d i s t i n c t i o n between the Nat iona l i s t 
and the l i b e r a l shoulder of the herrenvolk. Let us be warned. 
This group i n our midst i s , to vary the metaphor fu r the r , nothing but 
the wooden horse of Troy, and for our own safety we have t o recognise 
them as such. No wonder then t ha t there should e x i s t a c r i s i s 
within the Cape African Teachers' Association. 

Having disposed of the agents and the wooden horses , even i f 
ever so ske tch i ly , we may now pass on to the instruments . These are 
mainly i n t e l l e c t u a l in na ture . I f we examine the Biselen Commission 
Report (which however I am not going to discuss as i t appears as a 
separate item on the agenda) wc sha l l find tha t i t i s clothed in 
pseudo-sc ien t i f ic a t t i r e . Without specifying the pos i t ion that the 
Black chi ld has t o occupy in South African Society , the report goes 
on t o s ta te tha t inasmuch as there i s French or Chinese education, 
so i s i t r i g h t there should be "Bantu" education. Immediately our 
students of education, the samo who plead for "pure education, unpol-
uted by d i r t y pol i t ics"- , seeing what they think i s an accepted educ­
a t i o n a l p r i n c i p l e , make a leap for i t . They are blind t o the fact 
t h a t "Bantu" and "South African11 a re not synonymous terms. I t does not 
make them suspicious tha t the d ivis ion i s on RACIAL l i n e s , and t h e r e ­
fore approximates very closely t o the CLASS d iv is ions in t h i s Country. 

Then again, though they know f u l l well tha t immediately a 
cu l tu re ceases t o sa t i s fy the economic wants of a given age then i t 
just dies a na tu ra l death, the Commission, donning a cloak of erud­
i t i o n , p l a g i a r i s e s from some socio logica l source the maxim tha t " in 
general the function of education i s to transmit the cu l ture of a 
society from i t s more mature t o i t s immature members, and in so 
doing develop t h e i r powers." The question tha t immediately presents 
i t s e l f i s : in what way wil l the acquis i t ion of a pr imit ive t r i b a l 
cul ture a s s i s t the Black child to in teg ra te himself i n to the socio­
economic set-up of a South Africa t ha t i s rapidly being i n d u s t r i a l ­
i sed . I t was not the job of the members of the Commission t o 
reconci le these con t rad ic t ions . So fa r as they were concerned t h i s 
was par t of the i n t e l l e c t u a l armoury of the c lass they represent . 
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Aris ing, one should say, from a lack of discrimination as to 

the source whence the idea flows, are ce r t a in completely unfounded 
f a l l a c i e s as to the nature of the war tha t i s being waged on u s . 
This , in turn has given r i s e to ce r t a in misconceptions as t o methods 
to be adopted in defending our p o s i t i o n s . In ce r t a in quar ters i t 
seems t o be held t ha t to offer no r e s i s t ance wi l l appease the eneoiy. 
In t h i s connection one may c i t e the r e t r e a t a f te r the S.G.E. 's second 
warning or t h r e a t . These people were simple enough to bel ieve t ha t a 
member of the enemy-class could p ro tec t them — against whom? 

Now in war one who seeks sanctuary with the enemy i s cal led 
by a simple but t e l l i n g word - "dese r te r" ! But we sha l l re f ra in from 
using strong e p i t h e t s . These people would do well t o remember the 
s tory of t h e j s g i d e r ' s i n v i t a t i o n to the f l y . For the l a t t e r to have 
accepted the i nv i t a t i on t o walk in to *th« l a t t e r ' e parl&ur would have 
been to betray astounding ignorance of the nature of h i s would-be hos t . 
In l i ke manner for any of us to bel ieve in the benevolence of a Depart­
ment of a State whose primary aim i s to protec t the i n t e r e s t s of the 
group-enemy by every means including violence, i s not only to give up 
the s t ruggle but t o betray the cause for which we stand. 

The mere fac t of any of us en te r t a in ing hopes of protec t ion 
by those whose i n t e r e s t s con f l i c t with ours i s an ind ica t ion tha t they 
have l o s t t ha t independence of thought which alone can put them in the 
r i g h t frame of mind t o put up a s t rugg le . In other words they have 
reached t ha t stage where they have l o s t consciousness of the i r recon­
c i l a b i l i t y of the i n t e r e s t s of the subordinate group as opposed to 
those of the dominant group. When t h i s happens, a l l awareness of a 
blocking of development or des i re disappears . The absence of t h i s 
in turn paralyses the wi l l t o s t rugg le . In short they have succumbed 
t o the i n t e l l e c t u a l weapons of the other group: they l i e h e l p l e s s , 
completely anaesthet ised by the propaganda of the herrenvolk. The 
ne t t r e s u l t of t h i s i s t h a t they become ac t i ve , «*ven i f unconscious, 
enemies of t h e i r own class i n t e r e s t * . 

Although we are wi l l ing t o concede *hat many succumbed be-
cause of t h e i r misunderstanding of the nature of the weapons used 
against them, t h i s can de f in i t e ly not be said of those who CRGAKISE 
the deser t ions in to the enemy camp. Lest we be accused of being un­
generous t o our opponents, we sha l l allow them t o speak for themselves. 
VJe now quote from t h e i r own manifesto issued l e s s than th ree months 
ago. I n defining t h e i r standpoint they wri te as follows: 

"We maintain t ha t while no s ingle organisa t ion , however we l l -
meaning can ever l i b e r a t e a whole nation single-handed, when numeri­
ca l ly s t rong, fu l ly r ep resen ta t ive , o f f i c i a l l y recognised Cape African 
Teachers' Association represent ing employees en the one hand, can work 
e f f ec t ive ly , and s ing ly , to influence the Cape Education Department, 
represen t ing the employer, on the other hand." 

We sha l l not concern ourselves with the l i t e r a r y q u a l i t i e s 
of t h i s monstrosity. Let us r a the r examine the thought process 
behind the words. 

F i r s t then, we have the admission tha t " . . no one organisa t ­
ion however well-meaning, can ever l i b e r a t e a whole nation s i n g l e -
handed." This i s OUR standpoint , and i t i s our emphasis of i t tha t 
has brought about the c r i s i s within CATA. Then follows t h e i r s tand­
point : "77e maintain t ha t . . . . when numerically s t rong, f u l l y - r e p r e ­
sen ta t ive , OFFICIALLY RECOGNISED Cape African Teachers' Association 
represent ing employees on the one hand, can work e f f ec t ive ly , and 
s ing ly , to influence the Cape Education Department, represent ing "the 
employer, on the other hand." (our emphasis.) The cat has a t length 
been l e t out of the bagl 
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T h e i r s t a n d p o i n t has two - s h a l l we c a l l them - weaknesses . 

Both a r e dangerous t o us a l l . The o n e , f o r which we p i t y them, i s 
t h e i r f a i l u r e t o g r a s p t h e b a s i c f a c t t h a t t h e i n t e r - r a c i a l r e l a t i o n ­
s h i p a s between us and t h e r u l i n g c l a s s c a n c e l s ou t t h e r e c o g n i s e d 
p a t t e r n s c f behaviour and conduct a s between employer and employee -
t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p i n our case i s one of mas te r and s l a v e , l h e o t h e r , 
f o r which we d e s p i s e them, i s t h e s u g g e s t i o n t o t e a c h e r s t h a t i n o r ­
d e r t o g a i n p r e f e r e n t i a l t r e a t m e n t f o r themse lves t h e y shou ld d e s e r t 
t h e peop le and t h e i r s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n . (Note t h a t on t h e i r 
own recommendation t h e t e a c h e r s should no t s t r u g g l e f o r l i b e r a t i o n . ) 
When t h e y have done t h i s , t h e t r a i t o r s c a l c u l a t e , t h e y s h a l l be 
" o f f i c i a l l y r e c o g n i s e d " — a s t h e enemies of t h e i r own c l a s s , of 
c o u r s e . As such tixey w i l l be r e c o g n i s e d by t i i e i r m a s t e r s , and a s 
s u c k do we r e c o g n i s e them now. I n t o such a morass h a s oppor tun i sm, 
a s opposed t o p r i n c i p l e d s t r u g g l e , b r o u g h t a whole s e c t i o n of our 
i n t e l l i g e n t s i a . I t i s a shameful page i n ou r h i s t o r y . 

I t w i l l be o b j e c t e d by some t h a t t h e i n t e n t i o n of t h i s a d ­
d r e s s i s t o p r e s e n t a gloomy p i c t u r e . Not i n t h e l e a s t . The i n ­
t e n t i o n of t h e a d d r e s s i s t o p r e s e n t a t r u e p i c t u r e of t h e s t a t e of 
a f f a i r s . We have t o know t h a t our numbers a r e d e p l e t e d , and why. We 
have t o r e c o g n i s e t h e weaknesses of t h e p a s t so t h a t we may combat 
them. I t h a s been n e c e s s a r y t o own up q u i t e f r a n k l y t o ou r f a i l u r e 
t o r e g i s t e r any marked p r o g r e s s i n t h e p a s t , and t o pu t t h e blame f o r 
t h i s where i t shou ld be r i g h t l y p l a c e d : s q u a r e l y on t h e s h o u l d e r s of 
t h o s e c a r r i e r s of h e r r e n v o l k d i s e a s e - g e r m s who r e s t e d l i k e lead on u s , 
s l owing down our p r o g r e s s and i n f e c t i n g l a r g e s e c t i o n s of our member­
s h i p . The n e c e s s i t y f o r t h e candour wi th which we speak of our 
n u m e r i c a l weakness should be c l e a r t o a l l . 

Twelve months a g o , a lmos t t o a day , we c o n g r a t u l a t e d o u r ­
s e l v e s on mee t ing i n confe rence f o r t h e f i r s t t ime a s a f r e e Cape Af­
r i c a n T e a c h e r s ' A s s o c i a t i o n . • Tu-flay we -meet—as -a NBS C.A.T.A. New 
because wo have been £.ble t o c a s t a s i d e a l l t h e dead wood; because we 
have r i d our o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h e t r a n s m i t t e r s o f t h e p r e s s u r e s and 
t h e i d e a s of t h e h e r r e n v o l k . We a r e a new because a PURIFIED CATA. 

Though n u m e r i c a l weakness i s u s u a l l y a cause f o r a n x i e t y , i n 
t h e l i g h t of what we have s a i d above , we can t r u t h f u l l y say t h a t i n 
t h i s p a r t i c u l a r case we have r e a s o n t o be g r a t e f u l t h a t ou r o r g a n i s a t ­
i o n has been r e l i e v e d of t h e incubus of t h e s e p u r v e y o r s of h e r r e n v o l k 
i d e a s . We ore p l e a s e d because we now know t h a t t h o s e r ema in ing w i t h 
u s a r e w i l l i n g and a r e a b l e t o . s t a n d t h e blows t h a t t h e r u l i n g c l a s s 
i s go ing t o r a i n on u s . I t i s t h o s e who pay more t h a n mere l i p -
s e r v i c e t o our programme and p o l i c y ; i t i s t hose who a r e g e n u i n e l y 
de te rmined t o s t r u g g l e . When we c o n s i d e r what s e v e r a l hundred men 
and women can ach i eve when armed w i t h such p o t e n t i d e a s a s o u r s a r e , 
we a r e a b l e t o l o o k t o t h e f u t u r e wi th calm c o n f i d e n c e . With such 
men and women t o count on , we can expec t a s t e a d y forward movement. 
I n f a c t we a r e a lmos t a s s u r e d of a r a p i d growth i n numbers: b u t t h i s 
t ime whoever comes i n t o t h e C.A.T.A. w i l l do so s t r i c t l y on t h e 
UNEQUIVOCAL ACCEPTANCE 01 CUR POLICY. 

Pardon me i f I dwe l l a l i t t l e l o n g e r on t h i s m a t t e r of num­
b e r s ; i t s impor tance should be my j u s t i f i c a t i o n . I t w i l l be remem­
bered thft't when t h e new s p i r i t f i r s t made i t s e l f f e l t some e i g h t y e a r s 
a g o . our membership s tood a t a b a r e 500. With t h e ascendancy of t h e 
nen o u t l o o k however t h e r e was a s p e c t a c u l a r r i s e i n our membership. 
Th i s happened because t h e t e a c h e r s who had been s t a n d i n g o u t s i d e uhe 
A s s o c i a t i o n began t o f e e l t h a t t h e C.A.T.A. was be ing conve r t ed i n t o 
an i n s t r u m e n t of s t r u g g l e . As e a r l y a s t h e n , t h o s e who had been 

p rominen t i n the t h e n h e r r e n v o l k - r i d d e n C.A.T.A. t o o k f r i g h t a n i l e f t , 
d e s e r t e d . They d id so because t h e i r bod ings and p r o g n o s t i c a t i o n s 
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tha t the mere mention of the word " p o l i t i c s " would fr ighten the teach­
e rs away had been proved wrong, TKEY and not the rank - and - f i l e 
were f r ightened. Then af te r 1948, when we took a def in i te stand side 
by side with the people, our numbers a l l but quadrupled themselves. 
Scared by the growin,- mil i tancy of the teachers of the assoc ia t ion and 
the appeal of i t s policy for the genera l i ty of the t eachers , a big 
sec t ion of the conservative wing broke away, taking with them a number 
of teachers who had not yet fu l ly grasped the r e a l meaning of our 
po l icy . These had t o be taken away because although i t had been 
hoped they would f igh t our pol icy with i t s o r ien ta t ion towards the 
people, these recent r e c r u i t s almost invar iably voted with the apost les 
of the new creed whenever matters of pol icy were discussed. They l e f t , 
leaving our numbers a t t r i p ^ l e the pre-1946 l eve l . 

I t i s very i n t e r e s t i n g t o watch the t a c t i c s of the d i s rup te r s . 
A la rge , consciously s t ruggl ing membership i s always an embarrasment 
t o the opportunist . So while they induced many of those who were 
s t i l l hazy about the r e a l i ssues involved t o go away, they themselves 
remained behind in the vain hope of re-captur ing the leadership of the 
Association. They too now have had to admit f a i l u r e . And as a troop 
of malxgnant s p i r i t s t h a t have been cheated of t h e i r intended prey 
a f t e r hovering about him for a period of years spread out t h e i r ba t -
l ike wings and, r a i s ing a horrid croak, desoena ^ n . ^ ^ f f P " i n J S e coux> 
iether reg ions , so these s i n i s t e r f igu res , unable t o de l iver the cou£ 

do grace on the mi l i t an t s p i r i t of the C.A.I .A. , wail in t h e i r mani­
f e s t o , "the so-cal led cons t i t u t iona l prac t ice of f ight ing from within 
CATA i s f r u i t l e s s . The A.A.O. poison i s s t rong. All the years 
since 1948 have t e s t i f i e d t o i t s s t rength ." And thus wail ing, they 
seek an atmosphere be t t e r suited to t h e i r nature and charac ter . 

So fa r as numbers are concerned therefore , we stand at jus t 
a l i t t l e higher than in the days before the C.A.T.A. was regarded as 
a weapon of s t rugg le . The important thing t o note here i s t ha t the 
majority of those remaining are those who came in during the period 
of the ascendancy of the m i l i t a n t s . I am here making the point t ha t 
our pol icy recommends i t s e l f t o the younger t eachers . The quan t i t a t ive 
change has been transformed in to one of quali ty ' . Youth i s with us ; 
the future i s ours1. 

I t i s because of t h i s r e b i r t h of our Association tha t i t was 
found necessary t o devote so much time t o a re-statement of what the 
older members know to be the A B C of our s tandpoint . I t i s because 
we are to-day being v i r t u a l l y r econs t i t u t ed . As we launch t h i s new, 
t h i s purif ied CATA, we want to f o r t i f y our pos i t ions against the i n ­
f i l t r a t i o n of extra-group tendencies and immunise ourselves to non-
c lass ideas . We have to exorcise t h e caste s p i r i t of the authors 
of the shameful document referred t o above which manifests i t s e l f in 
the despicable in ten t ion t o leave the people t o t h e i r own devices 
whilst t ry ing t o wheedle from the oppressor favours fo r ourselves by 
laying a t h i s fee t a "numerically s t rong, fu l ly r ep resen ta t ive , 
o f f i c i a l l y recognised Cape African Teachers* Associat ion. 

Let us harbour no i l l u s i o n s . Our b a t t l e i s on two f ron t s . 
Cn the home front we are faced with ignorance and t reachery; on the 
other with cunning and a l l the resources of the S t a t e . Our weapons 
against these forces are two-foldi agains t ignorance we use the torch­
l igh t of our ideas , the ideas of the oppressed; against t reachery and 
cunning, r e l e n t l e s s , unremitt ing exposure. Not even the S ta te with 
a l l i t s resources can render inef fec t ive these weapons. 

We should however not allow our zeal t o bl ind us t o the 
power of the forces ranged against u s . The enemy can draw from 
resources we lack. For one thing we know tha t during the f o r t h ­
coming parliamentary session l e g i s l a t i o n i s going t o be introduco-3 
with a view to implementing the recommendations of the Eiselen 
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Commission. Two immediate r e s u l t s wi l l flow from t h i s . The f i r s t 
i s tha t our conditions of service wi l l be a l t e red in such a way as 
t o make our employment l e s s secure than i t i s a t p resen t . By t h i s 
means they hope to hamper our s t ruggle . The second i s tha t a 
premium i s going t o be placed on spying. A s t r a i n i s going to be 
imposed on us as a r e s u l t of the a c t i v i t i e s of those of our own 
people who wil l hope t o reap mater ial benef i t s for informing on 
t h e i r fel lows. 

We should however not be dismayed by the fury of the on­
s laught . Kuch l e s s must we turn in to suppliants for peace. V»e 
may have to change our t a c t i c s , but in no circumstances must-we" 
deviate by a h a i r ' s breadtii from our course of s t rugg le . Let us 
not b£ deceived by those who say tha t a l l t h i s fury has been unleash­
ed merely t o whip a group of obstreperous teachers i n t o submission. 
Nothing could be fa r ther from the t r u t h . The b a t t l e i s not being 
waged jus t on the t eachers , but on a l l the Non-3uropeans. We are 
merely receiving our share of the scorpions. This i s the mad fury 
of a beast turning a t bay. These mad rushes t e l l a s to ry of t h e i r 
own. 

And now, in sheer self-defence, we sha l l have t o come 
closer together so as to be the b e t t e r able t o take the shock of the 
mad rush of the herrenvolk beas t . In t h i s connection I am happy t r 
say tha t our readiness to f ight i s beginning t o pay dividends. 
Already the mi l i t an t sect ions of the t eachers ' organisat ions in the 
other provinces regard us as t h e i r a l l i e s - (modesty does not permit 
us to say the vanguard) in t h i s s t rugg le . We are drawing t o our­
selves the best elements in the Country. Who says we are weaker 
to-day? Let us draw insp i ra t ion from t h i s knowledge. We cannot 
l o s e . Jus t i ce i s on our s ide . History i s on our side'. I 

flitli our"feet r irmly planted on the so l id rock of pr inc ip le? 
and our eyes fixed on the goal for which we are s t r i v i n g , we cannot 
be shaken or diverted from our course. I f we are convinced of the 
r ighteousness of our cause; i f we firmly bel ieve t h a t the h ighes t , 
duty of every man and woman i s t o have attempted in h i s l i fe t ime t o 
a s s i s t in the creat ion of a new and higher soc ie ty , we s h a l l keep our 
v i s ion c lear so t ha t we do not mistake the dross for the gem. Vie 
sha l l recognise ourselves as nothing more or l e s s than men and women 
for whom nothing but the bes t , the very bes t , i s good enough. I t 
i s t h i s recogni t ion of our t rue worth as humanbeings and the r e j e c t ­
ion of the f a l se and base standards se t by the r u l e r s t ha t wi l l give 
us s taying power t o r e s i s t the pressure of the ideas of the group-
enemy. In other words we sha l l be capable of a sustained e f fo r t 
or s t ruggle only i f we recognise our mission. For l e t i t be remem­
bered t ha t we are not merely committed t o r e s i s t any fur ther en­
croachments on the r i g h t s which some thought had been brought down 
t o the i r r educ ib le minimum, bu t , above a l l , we are committed to 
s t ruggle for the attainment of higher ends, for a higher soc ie ty . 
These are the th ings for which we stand and for which we sha l l 
s t r ugg le . 

• 

But in order t o bring closer the r e a l i s a t i o n of our aims; 
in order tha t we may a lso have the pleasure of turning out of our 
schools boys and g i r l s able t o l ive up t o the idea l s we dai ly put 
before them; in order tha t the cur ta in may be rung down on the 
tragedy tha t i s being dai ly enacted i n every v i l l a g e , dorp, town 
and c i ty ! of broken hopes, soured sou l s , l o s s of f a i t h in Kan; in 
order tha t our chi ldren may have something t o l i ve fo r , we must r id 
t h i s country of t h i s b l igh t of herrenvolkism which ea ts l ike a canker 
i n t o the very v i t a l s of our people, warping the bodies and souls of 
our chi ldren. But in order tha t our children may be assured of a 
b r i g h t e r , cleaner fu tu re , we must go to the people and t e l l them tho 
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ctuse of the i l l s under which the country groans. 

I urge you to go to the people fo r you are of the people. 
Rouse them to a consciousness of t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s to t h e i r 
chi ldren and ours . Acting alone we are doomed t o f a i l , but ac t ing 
i n concert with the mil l ions of the oppressed in t h i s country — 
co-ordinat ing our s t ruggles with t h e i r s — we sha l l b6 able t o clean 
the augean s t ab le s of South African Herrenvolkism. Givj^s "to, and 
drawing_Jfrom, the people, thus and only thus can we r i s e . Much, 
mucfc-'beneatfi your digni ty i t i s , and €ar -be i t £roas you to attempt 
or even want t o at tempt, as do the renegades now conferring afflidat 
the foul fumes of collaborationism a t Grahamstown; fa r be i t from 
you to attempt to purchase concessions for yourselves a t the pr ice 
of the continued degradation of the peoftle a n d ' t n e v e r y chi ldren 
you teach. On the other hand go t o the people and t e l l them of t h e 
carr ion f l i e s t ha t buzz about the intended vict ims of t h e i r masters , 
the herrenvolk. Go t o the other teachers who stand bewildered^not 
knowing which way to t u r n . For God's sake t e l l them not to &£ve ear 
t o the s i rens tha t would lure them t o the shambles cal led an*"Offic­
i a l l y recognised" teachers 1 organisa t ion. Tel l them tha t he re , or* 
t h e contrary, waiting for them, i s a band of men and women who have 
chosen the path of s t ruggle . Steep and thorny i t i s , but a t the 
top l i e s the p r i z e , ready to .be won — b u t not without a s t rugg le . 

What i f the odds are g rea t . What i f the wrath of the 
f a s c i s t beast i s roused agains t u s . What i f we fee l h i s hot b rea th 
about our faces , and the foul stench of i t a s s a i l s our n o s t r i l s , 
s h a l l we fa in t? What i f we hear the yelping of^th* curs a t h i s 
h e e l s , sha l l we abandon the cause, s h a l l we giv$ ut> *fce struggle? Tso. 

I f we must die l e t i t not be l ike hogs 
Hunted and penned in an inglor ious spot , 
While round us bark, the mad and hungry dogs 
Making t h e i r mock a t our accursed l o t . 
I f we must die — oh, l e t us nobly d i e , 
So t ha t our precious blood may not be shed 
In vain; then even the monsters we defy 
Will be constrained to honour us though dead! 
Oh, kinsmen'. We must meet the common foe; 
Though far outnumbered, l e t us show us brave, 
And for t h e i r thousand blows deal one death-blow'. 
What though before us l i e s the grave? 
Like men we face the murderous cowardly pack, 
Pressed, dying, but f igh t ing backl 

* * * * * * * 
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