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Key to student
strength is to
organise and
consolidate

ORGANINING and consulidaiing
the student masvement » e Wain
task facwmg Amso in the coming
vear

This was the hey message ol
speakers and delegates at the recent
Adawo T Araman Students Organi-
satian) cangress in Hammanskraal,
Pretoria, who saw the 1982 themwe
Tlucatiom Towards | hemocrae ™ as
a adhicle o rally adbive student
support and nuss participa o

The vomgress, attended by oner
MM students  was  oseen oasoan
important Lindmark Lor Az as
was the Iirst tomie represeniatnes
Irom ewery hlock university amd
black students Trom all  liberal
cimpuseés had anended an Azaso
CUTEress.

Speakers pinpointed  repression
and reform as o means o curh
stulent aconity amd Lo ¢reate an all-
mbarmed and  co-opled  stedeni
miass, Asaso saw this as o magor
challenge Tacing studeats today and
one that could onlv be mol W
Erassridols l“'h!iﬂll\illlllﬂ.

‘For such organeation’, sad one
speaker. "we don’t need powerlul

speakers as much as we need creative

OF gansers

in b opening address. Araso
president Joe Phaahla, re-clected Lor
a second term al the congress. said
repression and reform are corner-
stones of the state’s response 1o
democratic organsalions,

Helorm, he said, was an atiempt
o divide the people by creating
forums lor callaborators within the
svalem.

Whilke this strutegy could eusily be
seen i the Presidents Council and
lucal administration bodies, he sad,
‘whether to be pan of the oppressive
system of part of the oppressed
ma ey was also s major challenge
lacing hluch students todav.

"Bevause those of us who reach
university are a sclecied few out ol
the majoniy. we become the natural
targets for the sastem’s methisds ol
privilege and dealogical control’, he
said

‘Moncy s poured into the uni-
Lerselies Doy ke sure W Cofe ol
belicving we are privileged, dillerent
from the rest of vur commumity and
are thus alienated from them,”

He said students must change all
privilepges nto  mstruments o
sirengihen the struggle lor dema-
Cracy

In his wlh on student involve-
ment.  lirmer  cseculineg  member
Aaron Motswaleds sad  because
demands on students ol the K0 are
greater than eser helore, studemts
must orgamse around issues thal
ellect them dircctly as well as nutside
1% 5% Ly

Motswaled: said the student of The
WO%s i dillerent from the student ol
the 70's having gained direction
[rom learning and expericnce

Students huve realived wurken
and nit themselves are the vanguard
of the struggle and so they have
laken on & more supporiive role’, -

“stronger links have also been
forged with the communily  as
studenis now see that the education
struggle cannut be separaled lrom
the hroader struggle for change in
sucIcty.

He saw this understanding and
the emphass on mass based organi-
sation  and democratic decivion
making meant students were nuow
voincerned with continuous imvolve-
wenl. no longer conlining ther
poeis s fo bovgolls

“The state has alse had to Gind new
shralegies W oone with the sedents
al the B's, he sind. “The Verwoerd
strateps that hlacks he ‘kept from
ihe green pastures of the Europcans
where They are st allowed 1o grase’
hias changed.

*Hetirm has become a hevword in
total steptegy today’, he s, “aml
education is now the mann relanm
fabr] pisaced Gov wonitain stpade il actis iy,
Ketarm  alins o baihd 2 sirong
roadd be class as o huller sone and o
divade the communiy”

He said relorm on  unieraty
campuses @oes hand o hand with
reprossivit,. CReprossion  operaivs
through academe strugiures with
the university sdminestration bing
aver the fole of the secarny paolice

Motswaledi  said s of the
forms  thes  “pcademie  CETOTN
fakes are
& Admin imposes SHO constitug-
s wnacceptable o stadents
®  Students are secured Trom oul-
side vontact. They  have o el
permissistn 10 sell pubbications and
material and 1o hring oulside
speakers onto ther campus. This
vedr, Agsaso prevident Joe Phaahla
wus nol allowed (o address studenis
8t Medunsa hecause "I would oot
henelit the students” and at Fort
Hare speakers are only permitied
their ‘christian credentials can be
wentified’ !

‘We need creative orgamisers
Aaron Motswaledl

® Txams are scheduled for com-
memoration days so that it n»
dilficult (or students to ke purt

I hese resirclions and  intim-
dutory methods sllowed for the
creation ol an ill-informed and co-
upted student body, he said. and this
was why students needed 19 organiw
arvund these immediate isucs

Repors from the warious cam-
puses covered student sirugghes over
the past year and showed that a
ria o iss e facing the studentsal the
hiack wniversities o Meduma,
Npona, Turfloop and Fors Hlare was
establishing  studeni slructures
which were hoth representative and
acceplable to students

“The ek of SRC. on
cumpuses seriously effects student
urgansation’, said one speaker.

A Fori Hare representative sad
during the recent boveotl there had
hevn an urgentl need for @ SRU 1o
make communication between slu-
dents euswer. Instead students had
had to rely on an incnm gommiiiee
e Gill thes gap.

(Mher speakers at the congress
included Paul Davids of the Natal
Indian Congress and Jobn Lazr,

I hese

pressident of the Souh  African
Students Press Union.
A resolution  condemned  the

Swarilland land deul with South
Alrica and called on hoth govern-
ments to accede to the people’s nght
i live an the Lland of ther barth,

(dher malions un  ¢ducalion.
women. fofved removals and gradu-
ation ceremonics were passed at the
CUNEress

iHelen Juseph addresses In: aflier her banning order expired

T
L

Another banning ends for Helen

HELEN JOSEPH. South Africa’s
seleran ol resistance polilics recent-
v compleled a4 two yeor banning
urder,

AL 77, the expinv ol her latest
banming order lollows & long line ol
detention.  triaks,  jaihings.  howse
arrcst und harassment spuanning a
Yuagrter ol a cenlury.

Helen Jineph has the dstinetion
ul being the first person (o be placed
under house arrest in South Alrca
Following her house arrest in
Oclober 1962, she was forced o lead
a solitary dusk 1o dawn exisience
and deprived of visits by (riends.

Even when she became critically
il with cancer v 1971, special
permission had 10 be oblained 1o

Helen is garlanded ot | ennvis
prolest meeting

ullow her 1o go to hospital for an
CMErPEncY operation.

Helen Joseph was involved in the
Congress ol Democrats and  wis

scuretany of the Federation of South
Afncan Women in the 1950°, She
was one ol the 156 people arrested
and pait on el foe treason in 1957

However charges against her were
dropped and those charged were
weguatied alter o marinthon il

e s also Isied w hoch mcans Dhat
she cannot be qunted nor can the
write articles ol publsh

A [riend of hers said: “Through all
these years Helen has retained her
firm convictions, spoken out when
she could and expressed her heliefin
the determination ol South Africa’s
people (o struggle for & nun-racial
democraiie couniry  where the
peophe will govern,”

Women come together at Wits

HELEN JOSEPH delivered her lirst
public address since her recent
unbanning o a crowd of over thice
hundred a1t the Nusas Women's
Conlerence.

I'he lour-day confercnoe, the firsd
ever of s kind., focussed on
WOMEN S OPPITSEen and Ahe pasi-
tion and role 10 sociely

The conference consisted ol talks
by academics, students and umon-
iy,  discussion groups:  mosiecs

workshops and videos.

Orve of the most uselul papers was
on the role of women in the
liberation struggles of China. Cuba,
Mozambiyue and Zimbabwe The

paper highlighted some of the gains

and changes that have laken placein
socialist countrics as regards the
posilion of women. It also pointed
to a lack of advancement in cortan
aspects of women's status ¢n these
COuntries.

Azaso launches committee
to focus on women

AN INTERIM committee 10 look
into women's oppression and the
povsibility of forming an Asasn
Women's Mosemeni was clecied a
the recent Aranian Students Or gani-
sation Congress in Hammanskraual.

Following much dstwwon on
OFganIsing women on campuses, the
congress passed a resolution 1o elect
the investigating commitlex,

A spokesperson [ur the commities
said women face particularly hamh
lorms of oppression.

*On a broad level they share the
oppression of the commumity and
workers, bul they are also oppressed
by the sexist attitudes of our siciely”

“They are brought up 1o believe
they arc inferior 1o men and must be
passive and subordinate themselves,

She suid women also have litile
kigal protection, are a large part of
the unemployed and have difficulny
in ferming trade umions.

Because al these prohlems and the
resulting  general lack of women
participating in organisations.
Azaso students felt i1 neoessan o
look into drawing campus women

LG &N organssinm,

FThe interim commaillee’s
ohjectives are two-lold,
® Juo make women understand
how and why they have come into
the snuation they find themselves in,
“This can be achieved’, «ad the
spokesperson, "l women lorge links
with progressive women's
organiations and so continue the
struggle Tor the demogratic rights of
women.”

® o help women deling issucs
that they should take up bulth m
their organisations and n other
arcas ol the struggle.

One of the highlights of ihe
conlerence was an evening dis-
cussion on “Crgansang Waomen in
the Trade Unions’. Francis Baard
and several other unionsts spoke 1o
a packed lecture theatre on the triple
oppression of black working-class
women. I i dillicull w vrganise
wiomen im wnions, they sad, because
ol tneir vppression both wt work and
by their husbands at home.

A locus on women's organisation
in South Africa covered the De-
fance and Anti-pass Campaigis.
and speakers from 1he United
Women's Organsanon in Cape
Town and the Women's Federation
in the Transvaal docussed their
Organisalinn.,

Sociologisl, Jacky Cock, in a
paper on *Women and Health'
commented on the fact that con-
trucepuion and abortion are with-
held by & male-dominated medical
profession in capitalist countnes.
Thus, she said, women have lost the
nEm 1o comirol Yher own hodies

During an evaluation sexsion ol
the conflerence people leh o had
been highly productive asa furum to
divcuss women's issucs and brning
together people invelved in organis-
ing women to look at problems and
new  honrans for South Alrca’s
Women.

Lone Lillian faces charges

AFTER SPENDING cight months
in custody, Lillan Kcagile was
refused bal by a Jehanncsbhurg
Tl 2isl rale.

Lillian Keagile (24) was Jetsined
on Sovember |8 List year and held
under secunty  kegislation  belore
being charged. She isalleged to huve
belonged 1o @ hannod organsation
bt there are no details ol the

charges,

Her delence in reguesting bail sand
i seemed that the police would never
compleie their investigations. Rail
was opposed by the Allorney-
Lreneral in the imierests of Stale,
security and the maintenance of kiw
and order

Keagdes tral was remanded lo
August 12



