
HELEN JOSEPH delivered herfirst 
public address since her recent 
unbanning to a crowd of over three 
hundred at the Nusas Women's 
Conference. 

The four-day conference, the first 
ever of its kind, focussed on 

women's oppression and their posi-
tion and role in society. 

The conference consisted of talks 
by academics, students and union­
ists: discussion groups: movies 

workshops and video*. 

One of the most useful papers was 
on the role of women in the 
liberation struggles of China. Cuba, 
Mozambique and Zimbabwe. The 
paper highlighted some of the gains 
and changes that base taken place in 
socialist countries as regards the 
position of women. It also pointed 
to a lack of advancement in certain 
aspects of women's status in these 

countries. 

One of the highlights of the 
conference was an evening dis­
cussion on 'Organising Women in 
the Trade Unions'. Francis Baard 
and several other unionists spoke to 
a packed lecture theatre on the triple 
oppression of black working-class 

women It is difficult to organise 
women in unions they said, because 
of their oppression both at work and 
by their husbands at home 

A focus on women's organisation 
in South Afriea covered the De-
fiance and Anti-pass Campaigns 
and speakers from the United 
Women's Organisation in Cape 
Town and the Women's Federation 
in the Transvaal discussed their 
organisations. 

Sociologist. Jacky Cock, in a 
paper on 'Women and Health* 
commented on the fact that con­
traception and abortion are with­
held by a male dominated medical 
profession in capitalist countries. 
thus, she said, women have lost the 
right to control their own bodies. 

During an evaluation session ol 
the conference people felt it had 
been highly productive as a forum to 
discuss women's issues and bring 
together people involved in organis­
ing women to look at problems and 
new horizons for South Africa's 
women-


