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EDITORIAL

SOUTHERN AFRICA SCENE

The year 1975 is approaching its end. By any means no
one will disagree that this has been and still is an eventful

year.

On the Southern part of Africa words liks detente came
to the fore. But as history and reality will slways bear the
truth out, this exercise of detents, coined for some
peoples’ convenience, crumbled though we are aware that
some die-hards still talk about it as if its an existing
eXETCise.

Angola today is topical in the mouths of every nation in
the worlid. The whole hysteria arises from the divisions
smong the nationalist movemnents in Angola. One won-
ders whether this hysteria does not arise from the whole
question of which power is behind which nationalist move
ment. The Western powers are giving moral and material
support to the FNLA-UNITA coaslition because of certain
vested interests among which are the wealith of Angola
with its concomitant foreign investments, the sesroute
and their st bastion in the African continent, South
Africa. On the other hand Dr Agastino Neto's MPLA is
supported by Socialist countries like Russia and "Cuba
amongst others.

The baesic question now arises, who has the interests of
Angolsn people at heart between these two broad groups.

Are the people of Angols interested in continuing foreign
economic domination by the capitalist West in the way of
foreign investments or are they happy about white minor-
ity domination in S.A.7 Nobody can refute the fact that
the West can never represent the Angolan peoples’ inter-
ests despite the procisimed defence of the so-called free
world.

Oh the other hand a letter to the editor of Africa Mage-
zine No. 53, clearly slucidates the fuss of the West about
Russian-Cuban presence in Angola where it says :

“Russia and meany other socialist countries have
been Africa’s dear friends in the fight against opp-
ression and have contributed a lot to the achisve-
ment of independence from colonialism.”

This indeed is a true statement especially when one turns
to history to examine whether the oppressors in Africa
have been capitalistic or socialistic.

From the sbove account it is clesr that the problem is
simple - let the O.AU. countries follow the sxample
set by Nigeria and Tanzania In recognising “Dr Neto
as the undisputed servant of the Angolan psasants and
workers and the MPLA s the genuine peoples’ own
army.” (Africa Magazine No. 53.)



Apartheid
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AND THE
Anti-Imperialist Struggle

in the attempts to check and eventually resist Black nat-
ional sspirations the System is proliferating a new empty-
bellied “elite” with the intentioned expediency of creat-
ing a false sense of history that justifies white settler dom-
inance in Southern Africa. The factor that favours the
apparent “acceptance’”’ of separatism is the opening of
faise opportunities 1o those blacks who aspire 10 bour-
geois ambinons. Until the falsity of these negative oppor-
tunities has revealed itself to the eyes of the mass of
Bleck people, the fascist lie of “development” in separs
tist apartheid will appesr 10 be true.

Another factor that favours the collaboration of certain
privilege-inclined blacks s the half-heartedness with which
groups in the resistance against apartheid have nterpreted

the class contmext of the Bisckmans' liberatory struggle.
Particularly those political organisations that have not det-
erminately taught the average Black how far a common,
united front can be effected against the onsiaught of apar-
theid. And how any dilution of the struggle can be chall-
enged againit those whose /mmediate pre-occupation is
reform and political graduslism instead of defined change.

The first condition we should sccept is that the tribal
leadership is & poweriess elite. Both weak and parasitic.
All 1ts political resources come from the fascist economy
or from imperislist investment. And in both these con-
trolling interests it is the common Black people who con-
tribute predominantly. This weak “elite” has to wait for
crumbs from the fascist and imperialist tables. Which
makes tribal leaders to be at the service of the fascist and
imperialist interests; and merely act on any agency basis.
All arguments to the contrary merit no further considera-
tion. Apartheid has been judged by the world. All that is
needed now is an executioner. And gravediggers.

In the absence of an escape alternative for these collabora-
tionist leaders, their attachment to the system has reached

the absolute. There can be no escape from apartheid com-

mitments and sell-out justifications of their reactionary
role. These so-called leaders are fixed on becoming part
of a ruling class in their bundu “states” - As socio
political parasites. The fate of white soversignty now
hangs above the heads of the Gatsha Buthelezis, the
Matanzimas, the Mangopes, the Phatudis. We know them
for what they are . collaborators with the oppressor.

Though there is ample evidence against Voster's “bundu
leaders” the factor determining the damage they mete out
sgainst the oppressed Blacks is their level of articulation.

The intensity of the damage is expressed by how articu-
late each “leader’” is in support of apartheid. The more
articulate and apologist the “leader” is, the more danger-
ous he is. Because as their tutelage power goes on the in-
cresse so does therr justification of collaboration grow.
What is worst of their articulation is how this new “'stan”
elite avoids self-criticism as poison of the mind. Instead
they choose pseudo-classical compromise with the apart-
heid philosophy; and seek concessions that uplift therr so
cial status above all else. This in the mudst of a doggedly
degraded Black community.

In the final analysis the real, substantial, advance of the
Blacks economic position can only come after major poli-
tical and economic change. We have all witnessed how
the seeking of the political kingdom alone has left the in
dependence of most African countries in social chaos.
Why seek repetition of the fiasco?

The separatist petty elite is oblivious of the political gxpec-
tations and social needs of the vast urban and rural masses

An example of this has recently been demonsirated by
the about-turn of the Coloured Labour Party. Despite an
overwheiming majority in the CRC and campaign pledges
made to the Blacks which indicates that some of the Col-
oured elite, claiming to be Brown Afrikaners, may have
turned against Africans. But they dare not deny Africans,
too loudly. For to deny Africa is to deny the Swartiness
of their skins. And to deny that is 1o be a traitor to the
great force that drives oppressed Blacks of all races togeth-
er in their resistance to white “bamkap”. The Coloured
elite i3 caught between white superionty and African liber-
ation on the continent, wishing to deny both but able to
deny neither. Further. the idea of Brown Afrikaner ori-
gnated in the Cape. What if Natal's Coloureds decide 1o
call thermselves Brown English? The CRC chickens shall
have come home to roost.

in the face of this elitism we must now come to
terms with the fact that the separate political institutions
and the various “stan . acts are products of the existing
economic conditions. It is therefore impossible 10 under-
stand their origin and development apart from the econ-
omic basis.

Bantustan leaders deliberately, and some wath criminal in-
tention of personal power, use the mystifications of werrit-
orisl independence, industrialization of the so-called
homelands and political power to dupe the suffering Black
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masses who are everywhere involved in the harshness of
the repressive reality. We know that not the scceptance
or rejection of spartheid is today the criterion of change:
but the affirmation or negation of the apartheid reslity.
Yet peopie like Chief Kaizer Matanzima are already talk-
ing the language of total administration of the Bantustans.
Whereas the Prime Minister of white South Africa will re-
main the executive director in this exercise of fascist
counter-stategy.

The explanation of a chiel Matanzima does not truly and
positively denufy aparthed and its function within the
socio-economic dimension of the anti-imperialist struggle
and Black liberation. Socio-economic discourse is the key
to the spartheid discourse. And the containment of ob-
jective - and therefore true, factors is bound to prove
tragpc even 10 those claiming opposition against the status
qQuo.

It is our awareness of the mutilation of true facts that
gves Black Consciousness a full meaning. It is an aware-
ness of the existant oppression.

Taking homelands investment as example of the mutila
non of true facts, we find that this variation of South
Africa’s domestic colonialism has assumed a negative
pattern from the onset. It is self-evident that investors are
out to exploit Black labour, which is cheap. And they
also want 10 stabilise the parent companies both within

South Africa and abroad by expanding production to the
himit.

This form of mixed investment is the most dangerous
form of neo-colonialist penetration by foreign investors.
By sssociating investment capital with the private or pu-
biic capital in the so-called homelands (or Indian or Col-
oured aress), capital from the local “elite” is denationali-
zed and extracted out, away from the public benefit of
the Blacks. This will in turn create heavy burden on the
balance of payments of any of these so-called “stans™; ir
the process drawing away the greater part of the transfer-
red profits from these so-called homelands.

The sweeping poverty and dehumanizing socisl conditions
i most Latin American countries 10 cite an example
(those controlled by imperialism), will be the natural or-
der of separate freedoms in Southern Africa. Foreign in-
vestment is for “the perpetuation of the imperialist divi-
sion of labour™. It is “‘wrapped in a fog of hypocrisy and
paternalism.”

Patterns of production can no longer be ignored.

No matter how eloquent the erguments of a Chief Buthel-
ezi or a Dr Phatudi, the truth remains : Separate leader-
ship is a negative response to apartheid South Africa’s

“kragdadigheid”’. As consequence tribal leaders align them-
selves with imperialism. For this they have 1o make tips
to Europe and America to seek foreign investment.

There will be no end 1o exploitation and under-develop-
ment within the framework of the imperialist system .
Foreign investors extract as it is, more and more basic
materials, minerals, primary and secondary products,
cheap labour and social comfort out of this country. And
in return they are paying less and less. Whilst on the
other hand the South African economy suffers infiation;
and impoverished Blacks pay more and more for manu-
factured goods. South Africa’s toiling masses are in 8~
socio-economic quagmire. There is no getting out Except
through Black liberation.

There can be no social forgveness to be expected by the
tribsl leadership out of political irresponsibility. The
fringe benefits being received by the Black elite are there
to make it servile to western capitalist irregularities. To
make black community leaders who attach themselves to
foreign investments and foreign funds for “homelands™
projects lazy, armchair politicians. To render them “cul-
tured” and comfortable. So that they may develop prop-
erly consciousness and worry about their newly acquired
class comforts instead of worrying about communal com-
mitmenms.

Officislidom has planned this set-up almost to precision.
The fiooding of the gold Rand into the public markest by
Dr Diederichs was political expediency. Because South
Africa has her firm reasons for encouraging foreign in-
vestment.

Foreign investment in South Africa and within the “Stanys”
1s encouraged for the following obwvious reasons :-

(1) o find foreign investmant for the further commit-
ment of oversess economics in South Africa’s dom-
‘estic policies against socisl change;

(2) 1o expand the development of South African Def-
ence industries e.g. jet-planes, navel defence, an-
kers, otc.;

(3) o concentrate state resources to other sconomic
fields o.g. power and energy through dams and
SASOL, sugar, fruit and fresh produce farming in
the Transvaal Lowveld;

(4) to check the economic power of the investing sec-
tor (foreign and local) by distributing effectively
state resources in other industries whilst blocking
the political power of the investors - whereby Afrik-
snerdom can be represented everywhere,

(5] to curb the power potential of the predominant
Black workers in nationalised industries such s
S.A.R. whare maintenance companies are sngaged
on contract thus effecting categorization of the



massive Black Railways work force.

Foreign investment is not a blessing to Blacks. Certainly
not at this stage of struggle. It is white political exped-
ency.

It is through this fascist-type expediency that in the Bantu-
stans we find it :-

(a) that there is public waste of communal funds,;

{b)  that a deliberated miscalculation of economic bene-
fit to the black community is involved; and

(e) that there is political pretence over the economic
viability of the proposed “pocket states’”.

it is politically criminal and morally unjustifiable to con-
tinue with “Separate Development” when its socio-econ-
omic failure has become so conclusive. The immediaces
of these unbearable conditions focus greater significance
to the analyses of action, to the methods of approach, to
the realization of Black political aspirations, 1o the pers-
pectives of our liberatory struggle and the common strategy
1o be adopted.

As legitimate conclusion it is appropriate to ask if South
Africa s not taking a course akin to that taken by the
israeli state after 1948 owver the Palestinian peoples’
nghts — until the present Middle East Crisis, or the Belgian
and imperialist policies that led to the Katanga secession.

The answer is South Africa’s Whites want to claim a nega-
tive national existence of exclusive rights as Israel is doing
1o the Palestinian Arabs. At the same time the impernialist
heritage of Britian is responsible for both the Union of
South Africa Act and the later establishment of a white-
ruled republic under Dr Verwoerd. Rhodesia’s UDI was
no historic accident but part of the process of decoloni-
sation and imperialist “refusal to quit without a fight .
For that matter Vietnam was no exception 1o the rule.

it would be the most disastrous of national self deceits 10
isolate apartheid from imperialism. The success of the
PAIGC in Guines-Bissau and FRELIMO in Mozambigue
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is a heritage of all Blacks who desire meaningtul change on
this continent. The FRELIMO Rally arrests were nega-
tive confirmation of this.

Black students everywhere realized that the defear of a
progressive political process, Or its initiation, is a lesser evil
than a retreat from a position held by the people. For the
people or their leadership to shun militant action at a
crucial moment s 10 surrender, s 10 invite destruction.
By 1963, the mass of oppressed people in this country
held a basic position as to the vaniant political alterna-
tives in their struggle. For this some of them are languish-
ing in prisons or hiving the isolation of house arrests and
bannings.

When the Black Consciousness Movement gained momen-
tum it could not be left out of the totahtanian stifiing by
the System. For the State feared that the national urge
of the sixties had returned. This return no longer reject-
ed charactenistic movement from negative 1o positive re-
cess. Thaa return no longer accomodated negative criti-
cism and blind eye to the very essential open polemics.
This return no longer accepted armchair swings in criticism.
Students and the youth got involved in community pro-
jects to revive self-reliance and communication amon gt
Blacks. And for this came the mass bannings.

But there shall have 10 be an end to it all. The end of ex-
ploitation shall mean the creation of s society in which
the organised mass of the people will have say in their lab-
our and their labour product. where they can decide on
ams of social production; where they can have a major say
in the decision of the national product.

Unless our interests, common as they are, are brought to-
gether «n Black solidarity, we cannot expect any unity of
common purpose, - let alone that of communal action
This is where Black Consciousness comes to play a major
role.

We Blacks of this country have a long and hardened exper-
ience with the contractions and extensions of the divide-
and-rule dictum. Whatever its genesus, the philosophy of
white supremacy - and its imperialist exploitation, must
be removed from the face of the African continent.

NEWS IN BRIEF

ON BLACK PRESS

The idea of a Black newspaper which was introduced in
1972 seems to be nearing its fruitful realisation as depicred
by a meeting held on the 1B8/10/75, at Edendale Lay Ecu-
menical Centre in Pietermaritzburg.

From the deliberations of this meeting it can be agreed
that a lot of ground has been covered. Here the policy of

the paper was thrashed out and finalised after some fierce
debate as one would have expected. All in all it was
agreed that the paper shall seek to project the image and

aspirations of the Black man in this country, that the pap-

er shall stand for a one and undivided Azania; that those
elements seeing 10 militate against the integrity of the

motheriand and stand for or participate in the fragmenta-
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von of the motheriand shall be refused shares in the com>
any; that the word Black shall be used in its correct mean-
ing and shall not be synonymous with the word
“African” but shall mean asiso those who are socially,
economically, politically or otherwise discriminated again-
st in South Africa on the basis of their colour, race, or
creed, that sharehoiding shall be open only to Black
People.

Shares were also discussed and a Board of directors elect-
ed We therefore can safely say what s left 15 to see the
paper on tiwe street «n the near future. This type of move
15 greatly commendable at this tme in our plight and
quest for freedom. We sincerely hope it is going to add

CAMPUS

U.Z. — Formation of a Branch

Afrer a period of dormancy a branch was revived at this
campus. The survival of the branch is quite promising be-
cause its membership is well over 100 though some mem-
bers have not yet paid their affiliation fee. The local
branch wishes 10 express solidanty and gratitude with the
members of the Head Office, especially the Permanent Or-
ganiser who from ume to tme assisted us in the re-nstitu-
non of our local bvanch. This has greatly #ncoursged
students hence the promising members the branch has.
The local branch 15 presently not «n a position 10 embark
on projects this year seeing that it was revived late in the
year when the exams were just round the corner.

A symposium between students and Black lecturers was
held wherein the student-lecturer—relationship was fully
discussed, and our lecturers promised that they will in the
future support students whenever possible.

Due 1o unforeseen circumstances the Chairman of the
local branch could not attend the N.E.C. held in Pieter-
maritzburg, therelore he delegated Vusi Mncube and B.E.
Nkabinde to attend on his behall.

Richards Bay lssue

The local drama society undertook a drive 1o Richards
Bav for picnic purposes on Saturday 18th October, 1975.
The picnic went on fine, until some policemen started
harrasing students there. They alleged that the students
were causing some public disturbance. The police assault
ed the students as they usually do, thersalter the said
students, who were 62, were arrested and charged with
public disturbance. Male and female students were lock
ed in for a night and they were released the following day
at about 1000 am. On Monday a press statement was
issued by some general of the police force wherein he

positively in shortening the period of the attainment of
our liberation.

FREE UNIVERSITY SCHEME

The Free University Scheme (FUS) which offered bursar-
ies 1o students has been suspended. This is due to a num-
ber of reasons, one being that, students did not fulfil de-
mands which were set up by the director of the scheme.
These included attendance of the regonal seminars and in-
volvement of these students in work camps during the
holidays. A committee has been set up to evaluate the
scheme, and 1o come out with a more workable structure.

TIT-BITS

alleged that the students were swimming in nudity, which
thing is a blatant lie.

The arrest took place simply because these were Black
students, otherwise it was uncalled for. The case was
scheduled for the 22nd October, 1975, at Empangeni
Court. To illustrate that this was simply a feud between
Blacks and Whites, before the trial commenced on the very
day the prosecutor started referring to some students who
were present at the court as “bobbejane’’. During the
trial it was abundantly clear that the presiding officer him-
self was taking sides. He kept on feeding the state wit-
nesses with what they had to say and generally harrasing
the accused students. The trial went on hal f-way and was
later remanded to the 25th November, 1975. Pregently
the accused students are contemplating instructing an
attorney to conduct the defence since the court is invol-
ving itself in many irregularities.

The struggle between the U.Z2. students and the local pol-
ice is 8 long existent feud, since the food issue strikes, so
the police are just nursing a grudge. The spirit of the acc-
used students and sympathisers s highly unified and we
hope that it will continue till the end. What happened is
in fact the everyday way of life of the Black man. So the
occurence of such atrocious acts on this campus will
bring to the attention of the students the realisation that
they are first Black and thereafter students: further that
there are no exceptions we are all involved and committed.
In fact the scandalous allegations which were made against
this campus some time back have not yet ceased, this is
just @ continuation of the very scandals.

Recently, on the 23rd October, 1975, the students have
taken a resolution to instruct an Attorney to appear on
their behalf, the cost will be borne by students’ funds.



Upheavels and the Aftermath

Turfioop is going through a moment of reassessment and
resuscitation. This, as a result of the after effects of heat-
ed student activem and subsequent enemy reprisals
against the leadership.

The intention of the suthorities is that we should not have
any continuity, be disorganised and lack the desire to plan
for the future. This is evident from other Black Universi-
ties where the leadership is blatantly refused re-admission
or victimized in some other form.

We have learned a big lesson from the 1974 campus up-
heavels. The authornities grapple 10 disrupt the continuity
of student activism. We also lack the foresight to plan be-
yond our acts of protest. We tend to throw everything we
have into these acts of protest and lapse into dormance
thereafter.

What the white rhan is building in Turfloop is sure to re
sult into yet another, violent reaction.

N.5 Tioubatia
(Vice-Chairman
Turf-Saso Local)
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Umpumulo

S.AS5.0.s resurgence of Umpumulo was effected when
swdents “hotheadedly” declarsd that it must resurrect or
there is no S.A5.0. at all.

In the pest S.AS.0. has been a talk of the college but
there came a time when it was lulled t0 sleep and event-
ually hibernated due to wintry intimidations. |ts obje-
chves were “confined within the magsterial area” of in-
dividualism. To go in or not to go in, opinions were divi-
ded, and made the branch’s chronicle a dull reading.

This year it m hkely to speak with a popular voice and
command respect amongst the students. Though not yet
officiated, 5.R.C. - wise, every college citizen is very much
aware ol its image.

It has never had a brush with the college authorities.
They are presently glaring at it with ndifference if not
with indirect approvai. The next fall, things will be flour-
ishing. This is the sell-evident hope we hoid 1o ourseives.
For guys around here are not only vehement but also zea
lous campaigners of literacy. S0 far we had fruithul

gatherings at the college.

fms I T I I L R I T Y T Y Yy
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THE CRC & THE LABOUR PARTY

The latest developments in the Coloured Persons Rlepres-
entative Council are very interesting. The take-over of the
CRC by the Labour Party seem to have added more con-
fusion to an siready confused body. The Labour Party is
well known for its “radical” stand in CRC affairs. One re-
calls the famous motion that was passed by the Labour
Party during the session held last year, the motion that
led the prorogation of the CRC. In the session the Labour
Party successfully tabled a motion of no confidence in all
the institutions of separate development and called for
the closure of this useless body. It will be remembered
that when the motion was tabled, Mr Jack Rabie, the
Transvasl leader of the Federal Party introduced an
amendment that “the institutions be remined until Colou
recs on separate roll obtain direct tepresentation in Par-
lisament What Mr Rabie was in fact saying was that the
Coloured cornmunity should continue using the CRC to
fight for what they wanted and, of course, typical of a
person alking from a “Coloureds Only"’' compartment, the
aspirations 10 be represented directly in parliament w a s

tor coloureds only

One also recalls the election promise that was given by
officials of the Labour Party to the Coloured electorate.
It was stated that the results of the election would be used
as a referendum 10 decide about the whole guestion of
government created institutions. It was openly stated
that a vote for the Labour Party would be regarded as a

vote in favour of a total boycott of all government created
institutions and a8 mandate for the Labour Party to close

down the CRC. The Labour Party won the slections wath
a comfortable majonity and came to the point where it
had to give back to Vorster his “brainchild”. The Labour
Party had come '0 a point where, if it was sincere, it had
to do what SASO had always advised them to do, i.e. opt
out of the CRC and comsolidate its force outside govern-
ment created platforms and alongside other black groups

operating

Having won the elections we have seen the Labour Party
doing pick and choose from the very system they wanted
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1o see destroyed. We have seen Sonny Leon accepting
cheirmanship of the CRC while refusing 1o live in the
luxurious house made svailable to him by virtue of h i s
being chairman of the CRC. In rejecting the state
house Leon stated that he cannot afford to live in
such a luxurious house when thousands of Colour-
eds live in slums. We saw him accepting the high salary
while refusing to sign the R158 million budget tabled be-
fore him by the Republican Government. In view of this
pick and choose one cannot appreciate the fuss about the
budget that led to the sacking of Sonny Leon as chairman
of the CRC. By sccepting chairmanship of this stooge
body Sonny Leon had undertaken to do the duties laid
down for him by the government. Leon clearly under-
stood that the body was created by the oppressor and
that Vorster alone pulls the strings in this game, so that
whoever accepts the Chairmanship of the CRC makes sn
undertaking to dance to the music of the MASTER.

Now that Sonny Leon has been sacked from the CRC we
are hearing a lot of irresponsi ble statements which indicate
not a turnabout from the original stance adopted by Leon .
as some people would believe, but the coming to the sur-
face of the fraudulence of the Labour Party which has for
s0 long been carefully and cunningly hidden by the “"mili-
tant talking’".
Sonny Leon has stated that he will not leave
s the CRC because of fear of banning by the

government;

The Labour Party is quoted as saying that the
# Coloured would settle for nothing other than eq-
wality with whites,;
It has been stated by the lesders of the Labour
Party that the government, by closing the doors
to the knocking Coloured community is push-
ing the Coloureds into an alliance with blacks.

The staterment that he will not leave the CRC just goes to
show how insincere the man is. One fails to reconcile this
statement with the orignal stance adopted, that the CRC
has 10 be closed down. If he will not lesve the CRC then
this only comes to the same thing as what Mr Jack Rabie
said when he introduced the amendment to the motion
tabled by the Labour Party - fighting within the system.
Secondly, one cannot accept the srgument that he cannot
leave the CRC for fear of banning Does this mean that
the man is now prepared to forsake a principle because
he will be bannggd. He was not going to pull out of the
CRC alone but with the people who mandated him, the
whole Coloured community and it is a pure dream to im-
agine that the government would ban all these people.
The people would have pulied out and not the individual
and this would have a clear demonstration against the
evil institutions of the government, and signalled the
dramatic turn of events which MUST come. If fear is go-
ing to rule the Labour Party then they can just give up.
The struggle is not for those who are going 10 cow down

to some people who have a duty to the white slectorate
to demonstrate @ brutal show of force in order to con-
vince them (the electorate) that they still have the upper
hand over blacks.

The statement that the Coloured wants to be equal to
whites must also be condemned unequivocally. We have
slways stated that the Black people are not aspiring to be
equal to whites because this would mean that we accept
that white is better. We have always stated that we
accept the fact that all human beings sre equal irrespe
tive of whether they are white, black, yellow, short-nosed
or long-nosed and that as God created beings, all the
people should be granted their rights to realise their
worth and to assert that worth. This we consider to be
the fundamental right of all human beings and not a
monopoly of a minority of white supremacists who have
50 exaggerated their personhood that they look down on
other human beings. The centuries of exaggerated person-
hood have had the effect of making blacks define them
selves in terms of whites. This is why some people . sspire
10 be equal 1o whites.

Coupled with this is the fact that the government, in the
process of fragmenting the Black man's resistance 1o the
many injustices to which he is daily subjected, gives diff-
erential treatment to groups forming the oppressed comm-
unity. The Coloureds have been getting a'fair trestment
with the result that some members of the Coloured comm-
unity have begun to see themseives different from other
oppressed members. They are dancing to the “amper Baas’
music of the Pretoria masters. The Labour Party seems to
have fallen into this trap, simply because they have contin-
ued to turn a deaf ear to the calls of bodies like SASO to
pull away from the “Coloureds Only” body. Now that
Sonny Leon and his men are being rejected by whites,
they feel that they have to join forces with blacks. This is
outright opportunism. In an article in the IMVO ZABAN-
SUNDU of the 29th November, 1975, Mr Charles Ngakula
stated :

*“1 would rather fight my bettle side by side with a
dedicated few rather than with the likes of Sonny
Leon, who will desert me immediately the whites
of the land, in the midst of the battle, offer them
intergration. As long as he is joining me in the
struggle on a conditional basis, then he is not an
ally.”
This attitude is the result of the racist statements by

Sonny Leon.

SASO made the call a long time ago for Sonny Leon t0
pull out of the CRC and to stop participsting in futile and
meaningless political exercises. Sonny Leon is well sware
that the CRC is a toothless bulldog that will never snable
the Coloureds to attain the rights they clamour for. Itis
sbundantly clear that the Labour Perty is fast approach-
ing a political cul de sac and in the not oo distant future
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We are going to see the end of Sonny Leon's futile politi-
cal career.

in these days of Biack Consciousness and awareness
Blacks have to take up their cudgels and be prepared to be
masters of their own destinies. Black people are an the
move, away from values imposed on us by the oppressor
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tion and to engage in the pursuit of blackness. We can no
longer tolerate or accept political crumbs from the table.
We have never called for enything thet does not belong to
us, we are only demanding those things which belong to
us by right of birth. The price is still glittering before
us and not Vorster nor any of his stooges shall detract us
from realising it. We are assured of success and nobody

group. We have reached & point in history where we are can alter the course of events.
both willing and free to assert our right to self-determina-
FROM THE President’s DEsK...

The question of the Transkei or any of the homelands
becoming “independent’’ has never entered people’s minds
@5 @ serious consideration but rather as a political joke.
This idea seemed even more distant and remote when even
the watchdogs of the White tribe have rung their alarms
quite loud against the genocidal move (in their thinking)
of giving “independence” to the Transkei. Hence new
cliches and words hike "‘'multi-stan” were coined and used
by people like Paul Malherbe in his book: "MULTISTAN :

A way out of the South African Dilemma’™, a title which
sounds quite sceptical about the whole maneouvre of sep-
arate freedoms but which is in itself nothing new, but the
United Party, Progressive Reform Party federation policy

in disguise. But the crux of P. Malherbe's caution to his
tribe is 1o be found in the final paragraph of his book in
which he says, "But if the egphoria of White South Afri-
cans 1§ not dispelled, it could well become too late 1o re-
verse the trend which at this moment 15 carrying us closer
1o disaster.” In short, P. Malherbe in his book advocates

that separate development cannot succeed. A more im-
portant factor in the shelving of the independence issue
as a serious matter has been the deceptive, | want 10
crush it from within”’ utterances of the government ap-

pointed so-called homeland-leaders who now find them-
selves in the soup for they are expected to steer the falter-

ing ship away trom the rocks. Quite typical of them - in
August 1974, when Nusanwisi and Phatudi told a Press
conference in London, that “they regarded South Africa’s
Bantustan Policy as a dscriminatory exercise doomed to
failure” (Rand Daily Mail 29/8/74). And when, on the
other hand, K.D. Matanzima was given a choice between
opting for the so-called “independence” of the Transke:

being urged on them by the S.A. Govt. or staking a long
term claim for a share in the political and economic future
ot South Africa as a whole — he opted for “independent’™;
and even then people went on saying that it would never
happen, for Matanzima would never go against the solid-
arity of the other nine who were guoted as having said
that, “they will refuse to barter their South African birth-
right for the doubtful benefits of impoverished Bantustan
independence; that they want a stake in the wealth and
resources of the entire country’” (Sunday Times 5/1/75).
That they have already bartered the birth-rights of millions
of Black People in this country by participating in the
stooge governments is the main gist of this article. Matan-

zima has created a precedent — why can they not 7 And
if they abhor apartheid and separate development what
else keeps them in the system besides materialistic and
seifish ends for which peoples birth-rights are being sold ?

From the abstract to the real. Worn out and frustrated
politicians were drawn into the scene. Tsepo Letlaka and
others, better seen as political virging to allow themselves
10 be used like this, were announced for “diplomacy
traming” in Pretoria to be sent 1o various embassies after
the Transkei's independence.

Now the date has been fixed — October, 23rd. 1976. The
‘army’ is being trained. Foreign investment is being invited
left right and centre. The show is real. More practical
Questions are being asked: Are we going to require travel
documents 1o move in and out of the Transkei ? Pathetic
questions. Why are people finding it hard to believe 7 s
it because they know how they are going to undo this
mess 7 Are they perhaps going to have some delayed
shock when the real thing actually materializes formally
in October, 1976 ?

Some people are axpecting the Robben Islanders 1o come
back and take over the Independence — but they are mis-
taken for this is precisely why they are there — they were
taken in because they refused to operate towards the
balkanisatnon and fragmentation of the motheriand into
the various “stans’”,

Now is the tme to stand up and dissociate ourselves from
the evil we see amudst us for if we do not they will say our
silence was golden — we opted for Transkeian indepen-
dence and in the same token we shall opt for all the other
stans to become independent.

The call should be one — ‘The land is one and its peoples
are one — they are descendants of one man — NTU"

At this point it becomes relevant 10 ask ourselves these
questions: What is the Transkei “army™ there for ? Who
s infact in charge of the army, since as far as we know
there is no portfolio of Defence either before or after the
so-called “independence” of the Transkei. An army is
trained in times of peace to defend the country against
foreign aggression and seeing that the Transkei is an is
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land surrounded by S.A. Is the Transkei perhaps preparing
itself for the day when South Africa launches an attack
on it or ‘will the Transkeir defend the borders of South
Africa thus killing two birds with one stone, i.e. defending
itself by kesping South Africastrong. This whole guestion
of the Transkei army should be seen in its correct perspec-
tive. Having examined the situation as above we are left
with one conclusion to make and that is — Black people
are being used to buttress and consolidate the existing sit-

There has been a good deal of speculation about advert-
sements. Various sectors of the community react differ-
ently to the whole question of advertisements. It is asser-
ed by advertisers (capitalists) that advertisements benefit
both advertisers and consumers. |t has also been claimed
by certain sectors of the community that advertisements
only serve to maximise the profits of the manufacturer
concerned.

In a capitalistic society advertisements are used to influ-
ence consumers. The consumers are manipulated by ad-
vertisers into buying superfluous commodities. The ad-
vertisements encourage the buying and consumption of
false, and unwanted needs. Note should be taken that
invariably these unwanted needs can only be bought at
inflated prices.  Advertisements usually highlight the
*gross material pleasures of life'*. A man wearing a certain
manufacturer’s suit is one of the advertisements used.
This advertisement presupposes that if the consumer buys
the suit, he will immediately be identified as an affluent
“business”’ man. This type of advertisement creates deca-
dent, bourgeoise values in the minds of the people. Sec-
ondly, the poor and exploited sector of the consumer
public are hoaxed into spending their last money on irre-
levant goods. Numerous reasons are offered by adver-
tisers to support their assumption that advertisements are
necessary. One reason usually extended by these advert-
isers is that the consumer public should be informed
about the commodities on the market. In the majority of
cases, the people are misled, and find that they have
bought goods of inferior quality. By the time the consu-
mers discover this act of banditry, the manufacturer has
already made » comfortable profit. This manifestation of
robbery constitutes a grave problem to gullible consumers.

At present we are more keenly aware of the propaganda
and the sinister use it can be put to. The commercial ad-
vertiser wields a potent instrument of socio-economic
influence. In a racist and capitalistic society, such as S.A,,
advertisements are used 1o reinforce the exploitation and

uation against the interests of Black people. The very fact
that there is screening as to who goes military training and
the fact that the first recruits were the sons of the chiefs
whose fathers are infact spearheading and enforcing the
Bantustans down the peoples’ throats with the aid of such
repressive pieces of legsiation as Proclamation R400 does
not leave us with a free mind at all. Transkeian
‘independence’ spells danger ahead, this we can see.

AS AFFECTING

Black People

and oppression of black people. In retrospect, we can
clearly see that capitalism is also responsible for racial dis-
crimination in 5.A. Therefore we find a situation, where
black people are super-exploited, and their cheap labour
helps increase the profit of the white capitalist. All news-
papers in S.A. are owned by the ruling class. Thus, all ad
vertisements, and even articles reflect the opinion of these
people. Advertisements in newspapers, and magazines
(such as Drum) which are directed at Black people place
emphasis on social and economic status. The social and
economic status of a person is ascribed to the advertised
product. In most cases the advertised products are skin
lightening, and hair straightening creams. We therefore
find that in their{Black consumers) aspirations to acquire
a social status, they endeavour to change their physical
appearance. This instils an inferiority complex into the
Black man. By this act, he concedes that the atrocious
treatment meted by the whiteman is justifiable. Certain
clothes which are advertised, are made especially for
blacks. In many instances manufacturers claim that these
clothes have been made in America or other imperialist
state: Thus fooling the people. These advertisements also
create an individualistic attitude in the black man. This
results in the black man no longer concerning himself with
returning his human dignity, but rather with bettering of

his material situation even at the expense of othet Blacks.

The iniquitous system whereby profits from beer sales are
to subsidize local amenities for black people in their own
areas throughout the country is another aspect of this de-
plorable socic-economic situation in this country. The
press and radio advertisements propagate and indoctrin-
ate the people into believing that the consumption of lig
wor proves the ‘‘manliness” of a person. This is further
encouraged by the fact that only by consuming more lig-
uor will it be able to build schools and other facilities for
the people. Those wine farmers (ardent supporters of the
Nationalist Govt.) make big profits from this system. This

degradation and moral destruction is further manisfest-

ed by the “"totsystemn’’ in the Cape. The black farm work-
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ers are given daily rations of cheap wine as part of their
wages. These are a few of the atrocious crimes perpetrat-
ed by the capitalist.

in the light of the above information, it is evident that ad
vertisements play an important part in perpetuating the
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myth that black people are inferior to whites. The meagre
wage that the black man sarns is then wasted on buying
goods that make him a sleve 1o the white man. It is thers
fore of paramount importance that the Black man should
mk himself certain question relating to advertisements,
the products advertised. We should thus categonically re-
ject this imposition of cultural imperislism.

Letter to the Editor

On the 12th September, 1875, auring an interview held
by officials of the organisation and the rector of the Uni-
versity of Fort Hare, Prof. J. M. de Wet, | was handed »
letter by this rector, contents of which are quoted

hersunder

“It is the outspoken policy of SASO to destroy the
university for Blacks. In view of this and in view of

your participation in the 1973 unrest at this univ-

ersity and that you are prohibited from entering

the Fort Hare campus without my express permis-

sion."”

Black people all over the country have long expressed their
rejection of these tribal institutions and that they badly
need renovation or overhauling. One would expect the
reasons for this rejection to have been clearly understood
by now by even the kragdadig exponent of separate deve
iopment Blacks in this country hanker for education —
education not for domestication but education that sims
at making the millions of down-trodden blacks self-
reliant and free from the oppressive strans perpetrated by

the racist government of South Africa. Defined this way |
believe that.education can no longer be limited to the
classroom activities. It goes further than that. It means
getting into a classroom and being equipped and then com.
ing out of that classroom 10 use the equipment to allev-
wte the concdhtion of our people. In other words it is ed
uJcation that liberates by seeking ways snd means of throw-
ing away oppression. And since Blacks live in such hor-
rible conditions because of the political set-up of this
country oné cannot but define education in this country
s unashamedly political. | believe, & many Blacks do,
that a for searching
l-ﬁ%ﬂ%ﬁmnmﬁﬂm
any limits in that search for -truth, I the Vorster
government is immoral, or unethical or inhuman or unjust
then one should be able to say this wathout intimidation
or harrassment. The search for truth must go on. Further
more one cannot apologise if the findings in this search
for truth clash with the selfish interests of some people.
One must state also here that we believe that we are
Black students and not black STUDENTS. This io simple
terms means that we are aware that we ars Black mambers

of the community before we are students. As members of
the Black oppressed community we have a duty to that
COMmIMunity.

The tribal universities do not satisfy any of the aspirations
black people aspire for. These institutions are said to
be for Blacks yet they are are manned by whites some of
whom hold very high ranks in Broderbond circles. We are
toid that these whites are there to uplift the black people.
We are told that the reason why there are few Blacks in
these campuses s because there are not enough blacks
who can take up these positions. This is an obvious lie.
There are many Blacks here and elsewhere who can take
up positions in these institutions. The problem with the
authorities of these universities is that they are busy look-
ing for some uncle toms that they can manipulate from
a distance so that these tribal universities can continue
educating Blacks along Afrikaner Nationalist lines. The
curnicula of these universibes are not for the interest of
the Black student. They are meant to domesticate the
Black student so that he can be a better tool for use by
the white mmnonty. Lecturers openly state it in the lecture
rooms that the students must eguip themseives so that
they can be of use 10 thewr respective homelands. These
whites are well sware that these homelands were created
by them (whims) and for their interests. The whites
“"educate” Blacks in thess institutions not because they
want them 1o be masters of theu own destinies but because
they see in them sophisticated extensions of their machines.

The salaries paid out to the staff members of these univer-
sities are highly discriminatory with Blacks getting far
lower salaries than their white counterparts. This happens
in & supposedly Black university. Where then can one find
an example ol equal-pay-for-equal-work erunciple * Fur-
thermore whites get more privileges and facilities than
Blacks. It is this discrimunation that has made Blacks
refuse 1o ke up positons in these universities. Some
even prefer going 1o other countries where they can be
regarded as human beings irrespective of colour or race.
Even with this inferior education given out to Blacks one
still finds that the attitude of the white lecturer is to fail
Blacks as much = possible. This is part and parcel of the
grand scheme to control the number of “sducated’’ Blacks
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that come out of these universities. The idea is to preserve
the lie that Blacks are not progressive and show a certain
amount of mental retardation.

The above named points are some of the reasons why we
are opposed 1o these so-called universities. It is our out-
spoken policy that these tribal institutions do not serve
the interests of the Black community. To Blacks the univ
ersity student is part and parcel of the oppressed comm-
unity and we find it difficult if not impossible to separate
the student from the community. As a student and as a
member of the suffering community it is my duty as well
as the duty of other students 1o heighten the sense of
awareness of other students and “encourage them to be-
come involved in the political, economic and social devel-
opment of the Black people.” If in doing this | have
rampled on the toes of a staunch Afrikaner Nationalist
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then | cannot offer any apology. | will rather cling 1o this
ideal than be at Fort Hare.

| believe that we are not being destructive but attempting
to build a rue university stripped of racial ties; a university
with qualified and dedicated educationists and not white
GENERALS; a university with policy based on the recog
nition of equality of all men.

Finally, one finds it strange that students from ASB and
other Afrikaner student organisations are allowed free
access into Fort Hare and other tribal universities when |
cannot go and see my own brothers there. The only logical
conclusion one can draw is that Fort Hare and these other
places are meant to be extensions of Potchefstroom or
Stellenbosch universities and as long as this obtains we
shall continue rejecting these tribal universities.

S Sokupa.

ARTS, BOOK REVIEWS

Egbuna’s The Minister’s Daughter

Revisw: Obi B. Egbuna, the fly-leaf cover of his latest
novel called The Minister's Daughter will tell you, is one
of the Nigeria's most promising young writers, He has
written Wind Versus Polygamy, a novel which yvas also
dramatized for television by the B.B.C., a collection of
stones called Emperor of the Sea. He was one of the fore-
most proponents of the Biack Power Movemnent in London
and thus subsequently got into a “little trouble with the
law’ over that. Oh, well, that's the way it is, as some
people are wont 10 saying

The story of the Minister's daughter begins in a rather
starthng way when a seven-year-oid boy, Ovye, literally
answering the call of nature, stumbles upon a plot by
young Army officers 10 overthrow the then ruling govern-
ment. He is perched upon a tree and below him the
officers pledge their support for insurrection and their
undying allegrance to an unnamed major whose methods
of eliciting allegiance are unorthodox, womething like
Russian roulette with a fully-loaded revolver., Unfortun-
ately littie Oye is startied by a snake and, with an ear-
piercing shriek, falls on the ground to the great alarm of
the plotters who were not expecting any audience. Swiftly
and without remorne or compunction he is summarily
execuled nearby a flowing stream and thus becomes the
first casuality of widespread violence.

Lack of remorse and compunction, insensitivity to other
people’s plight and problems — problems which should

not exist in a post independence Nigeria — is the main
theme of this scorching novel. The chief perpetrator of
these injustices is Minister Arima, first lieutenant of the
Prime Minister. There have been many novels sttacking
post-independent corruption of high officials; from James
MNgugi's quiet and subdued condemnation of Aluko's and
Achebe's satires. Egbuna’s rationale, though, seems to be
the blending of satire and the use of conceit to highlight
the hormifying state of being some people have been sum-
marily assigned 10, The impotence and lack of direction
existing in Nigeria - all afflictions engendered by leaders
who got elected to office by the use of guile and false
smiles and empty promises. One Mrs Mmadunta observes
wryly:

“They promised to save us from the white man...to

give us a8 new wind so my latrine smells much

fresher.” -

Real winds of change, however, are prophesied by the
Minister's disaffected daughter, Nneka, a preternaturally
besutiful girl still in 8 Teachers’ Training College. She
tells her corrupt father that people are becoming restive
and if things don’t change soon enough all hell will break
loose. Her father scoffs all that away as the hollow howls
of a gadfly. She is incensed by her father’s illicit - though
open — affaire I'amour with Muriel a volumptious blonde
mistress currently disenchanted with her husband who has
taken another woman because she (Muriel) is sterile. She
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relaxes on the couch wearing a bething costume, languidily
smoking 8 cigarette in 8 long gold holder, sipping a cock-
@i from a movable ber - while » black servant, Boniface,
15 tnmmung her toenails.

Nneka finds love with an osu - an outcast of contemptible

birth - named Goddy who has been caught urinating
agaunst one of the Minister's trees  (Apperently the writer
wanted to tell us something about the hazards of passing
water or moving the bowels: shitting and pissng may be
hazerdous 10 your health) Goddy i flogged, but the un.
spoken love he and Nneka feel 1 50 binding that neither
‘ong of them wall have pesce until the flame of love has
consumed them. Alas, & fire burns them but there 11 no
consummation. A bissding Goddy opens his heart 10 her
and she, 100, admits how she fell in love with ham the first
time she saw his face. This love is pure and elevated above
all the filth, the corruption and, oh, the unspeakable
violence surrounding themn. When the two lovers come o
rips with reality they find that love has no place there
They have to part. This memorable dialogue Nlavours the
novel with pathos s0 desperately needed, when Goddy
says, “| read an article the other day. A letter was found
on the body of a Viewwong grl killed n jungle combat
Lonely for a fiance she knew she wouid never see again do
vwmmﬂ-hummmmmmm.m:

“What ? *

“When my little lsmp goes out, | hold your shadow in my
-me."

Bessie Head’s Maru

Maru, Bessie Head's second novel of great insight and
power (the first one is When the Ran Ciouds Gather and
her third novel is A Question of Power), was first published
in the African Writer's Series (AWS) in 1972.

Scratch Bessie Head and you'll inveriably find deep niten-
sty and sn obsession with a truth that s rather unsetthing
Al her works are set in Botswana, her country of exile.

gﬁhﬁmﬂmmﬂ-ﬂmﬂumniwnf
the central characters, is 8 rather horrifying and infinetely
saddenning account of a young school-mumtress who wa
chrismned Margaret Cadmore after her adopted mother.
wife of white missionary. Margaret — and the theme of
the book finds its strength here - belongs to @ race of un
touchables called the Masarwa or Buthmen. It s
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“Goodbye, Nneka ™

These last goodbyes are & plea for a state, & time in
history, when parting wiil be mede impossible, when
prejudice and hatred wnil be ss ntolerable = pestilence
There is a coup, the servent-master role s reversed when
Boniface, the Minister’s personal servant, has sexusl inter
course with Muriel, the Minister's mistress. It is only
when the coup fails that the Minister gets ready to
avenge himsel! on all those who spited hum in the hour
of weakness

Nneka tries to snswer all of the now hapless Boniface's
guestions - tries.  But these questions wll never cesse
being part of the unamwerable questons all oppressed
people ask.

“What kingd of life s this, Miss Nneka How could God
create this lind of world * Some men so nch, other o
poor. How could he make the birds of heaven sing for the
just and unjust ahke _and yet diwde the same world nio
those who tosl in vain by the sweast of thew hoes, and those
who stay idie and yet beich money like bad breath 7 .

aliow a handiul of men more joy than s good for thew
sanity, and the resto of vs more tears

sanity, and the rest of us more tears than we can afford
rags 1o wips dry 7 Is it Tair, Miss Nneka, is it fair 7

Boniface's problem i, spparently, he does not know of
God's reluctance 10 answer questions, more especially «f
they are ssked by Boniface's kith and kin.

Mandienkos: Langa

an sccount, very skillfully woven, of the horror of pre-
judice, when people cannot see nto the depths of your
soul, of your human beingness, but preoccupy themselves
with the colour of your skin and the ‘weirdness ol your
phytsiognomy.

One cannot heip being touched here as the writer, n a
soul sear'ng authonal comment, says ~"And « the winie
man thought that the Asians were a low, lilthy nanon,
Agians could stll smule — at least, they were not Afncans.
And if the white man thought Afnicans were a low, filthy
nathon, Aftricans n Southern Alfncas could still smide - at
lsastl, they were not Bushmen. They all have thew mon-
sters.”  Unfortunately the Bushmen, that race of artsts
now becoming extinct, have no monsters of therr own.
They ‘are’ at the lowest rung of the racial toterm pole.
The commentary, 8 damming account of our Own insen-
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sitivity, goes on: “In Botswana they say: Zebras, Lions,
Buffaloes and Bushmen live in the Kalahari Desert.” This
of course puts in stark relief the fact that Bushmen are
grouped together with animals, and, to heighten the
agony and the piquant flavouring of the national joke,
the Bushmen can never, on pain of death or (conversely)
expulsion from the harangued tribe, say, At least | am
nota.."”

Margaret, who was taught of her worth as a human being,
could not reconcile what she was herself and what the
hostile population around her wanted to be. And although
it 1 not written in black and white it must seep into our
consciousness that her bewsiderment and agony assumed
tremendous dinensions when a young boy, one of her
students in the school, ssked, ""Tell me. Since when is
a Bushy a teacher ? “ and then the rest of the class took

up the frenzied chant, “You are a Bushmen. You are a
Bushmen.™

What heightens the mystery of her being and character is
that she had a faultiess English accent and could have
easily passed as “Coloured”’ — a person of mixed descent.
And a “'Coloured”” in Botswana could at least be forgven
for the cruel mistake of his creation, but definetely not a
Masarwa. She was unashamed of her being a Masarwa,
and this pride — or mute acceptance of a fate she had no
power to chang always intmidated people who felt she
was smashing popular idols.

Moleka, a village playboy - some kind of a sex-machine -
i3 surprised when he discovers that he it in love with
Margaret but he has no power of approaching her. and
Maru, who cynically orders that the bed she had been
issued with be taken away is heard telling his sister, Dike-
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ledi, ‘| don't like snybody to be wiser than thou about
my actions. | don’t care whether she sleeps on the hard
floor for the rest of her life but | am not going to marry
@ pampared doll.” The character of Maru and Moleka are,
at first, so similar, but then through the eyes of (and the
mystical happenings) Margaret one sees how thoroughly
dissimilar these men are. They were once friends but
burning hatred is the only emotion they can dare feel now.
The coming of this Masarwa woman has put a wedge
between them. The novel, then, while an expose of the
cruelty of prejudice, is a love story of great power, with
the writer excelling herself in her consummate account of
the deep and dard working of the mind; the use of super-
natural powers (unemployed by the more mystc Maru
who is said 1o be a reincarnation of the wratful god, Tladi);
and the high comic relief brought to the fore by the bung
ings of Pete, the Princpal, Morafe, Seth and Ranko —
who was incredibly stupid.

Maryu: i'a novel that will stay foremost in all its readers’
remembrances. |t is an extended analogy of an oppressed
race’s ascendancy to power and herpids the annihilation
of the oppressors as retribution for years of exploitation
and oppression. It is a novel that makes us think here in
South Africa of the hife of the book the writer becomes
more prophetic and poetic — the novel is anyway an
extended epic poem — when she declares :

“People like the Botswana, who did not know that
the wind of freedom had aiso reached people of
the Masarwa tribe, were in for an unpleasant surp-
nse because it would be no longer possible 1o treat
the Masarwa people in an inhuman way without
gurting killed yourself. ™

Mandilenk osi Langa.

f\JN
My understanding of Black Theology

2

| only want to write wnat | understand. If someone wants
to differ, he is at liberty to do so.

Months back, my knowledge of Black Theology was as
dark & the inside of a cow. But somewhere along the way,
my ignorance was washed off by some personal experience,
88 a Black Christian, and by the thorough writings of the
liverati.

Boy! Being a “Christian conservative”, | was shocked to

the marrow and bored stiff by the version, “If Christ were
here now, there is one thing he would not be - a Christian.”
Iwmdn.nnn_iluurlv—nmmmtinm It was
:mnr-wwmmmtmmm.
of his own time, had lost touch with everyday realities and

”ﬁmﬂﬂm'mwwm-ﬂu prevalent on
eartn.

A great shadow of controversy undoubwdly surrounded
my logic, until the practicality of it was sketched in a
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touching way by a black preacher addressing a white audi-
ence. “.f we take it for granted,”’ he said, " that Jesus was
a white man and walked through the streets of Pretoria
today,. as a black man | would not be free to join his com-
pany.” And he added, saying, '"And you, white brothers,
would you have had that liberty if He was a black man 7
What a dilemma! Black Theology, seemungly, has a clear
cut answer to this paradoxical question. It exerts it in-
filuence in this ared without compromises and alibes.

The term, Black Theology, is admittedly of Negro origin.
Afrer careful research, critical analysis, thorough know-
ledge of the implication of the word “Salvation’’, and p.o-
found theological exegesis. the term found its place amidst
the oppressed lot, theé downtrodden, the underprivileged,
the discriminated. Poor People! People whose dignity
and identity have been marred by alien ideclogies. Jesus
had to be, though his universality is often emphasised at
the expense of other aspects, particularistic, leaving no
contradicuons behind him. Thus, universal validity could
not replace particular response, evoked by the Gospel,
which is always done. This situational response is expli-
cated in Black Theology.

This type of “new” theology, which, to my mind, hagrides
many, uprooted tradibonal white theology, which the
poor blacks accepted without qualms. It repudiated many
arrogant clairps and myths propounded by white theology.

Such as, ‘A Black man must, of necessity, dance to his

white master's tune, even at the expense of his very being,

"Blacks are the descendant of Ham';'Blacks have no room
in heaven’. All these incredibie phrases when jumbled to-
gether with theological heresies and non-Christan ideolo-
gies result into nothing more than an unfounded, hereti
cal, ecumenical tossed salad which Black Theology wants
to frustrate and combat.

Black Theology was then established under the segs of
scriptural teaching not only under pressure of Black
Power aspirations. It was not the Negro alone, digesting
this heart-rending, dehumanizing experience, but many
contempory pockets of the globe.

It swept ecclesiastical centres and dwelt in the midst of
a black man’s chronicle of man’s inhumanities to man. It
came to exploit this system. [t met a warm welcome from
liberal blagk clergy. abhorrence from the conservatives, it
was misunderstood by evangelicals and looked at with
indifference by both blacks and whites, some claimed not
to understand it. In one way or another, it found its way
through. Until it reached even me, the way | persieve it
now.

Black Theology tries to make sense of the particular black
experience of suffering and oppression. from rampant
white racism, in the light of God's revelation in Jesus.
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It is @ theology of liberation. Theology of the oppressed.
it affirms the personhood of the oppressed and asserts
God's offer of salvation to them. It says that blacks
need not apologise for their existence. It was no man's
will that they be there, but God's. |t vehemently censures
phoney race relations, which only appear on the surface,
between black and white, while below is full of malice,
prejudice and ‘dead-man’s-bones’; the conception of
oneness in Christ, as God's children, which has become
nothing more than a mere phantasmagoria. It refutes
improper religous indoctrination that hardens the heart
and deadens the noble impuises of black and white people
and destroys the wital qualities of their lives. It vindicates
the black man as made in God's own image. It says that,
in self awareness, a blackman should hear God's call with-
in himseif, a white man should have nothing to fear if he
lets go what is not his. It aiso serves as a galvanizing agent,
to inspire the black man with hope, white man with free-
dom from fear, arousing both into the arena of social
action and meaningful change. It exhibis the way out
from under crushing load of oppression and sweltering
heat of racism,

It firmly says that it is not God's will that blacks be heid
down in perpetual bondage. It leaves no soul untouched
and affords no guarantee of spiritual comfort to a race
that keeps another race in slavery and invents all kinds of
excuses. It explicitly propagates that cardinal sin of eco
nomic exploitation, political deprvation, social injustice

and racal inequality will never be perrmissable, no matter
how wonderfully dressed, in superfical promises it can be.

Somewhere along life's way | often ask, “‘would there be
Black Theology if justice was prevailing 7 ' | seldom get
ves as an obvious snswer. | would doubt if Christ would
bother to identfy himself with numberiess classes of
people, f the answer is an idle yes. He wouldn't be
particulanstic either. He would hardly “domesticate’’ us
to his teaching. What a sad thing to invoive God into frail-
ties of human race. To impose chaos in God's created
order. To suppress God-given human rights in the name
of an ideoclogy. Believe it or not. God intervenes in our

history. He gives it meaning. He cares in his measureless
iove.

Black Theology strictly warns, blacks and whites, if they
are serving masters other than Christ, and they deny God,
they are commutting political abortion, which is the sin of

It is my heart-warm, world embracing New Year hope and
aspiration that Black Theology will one day fulfil what
man-made-policies could not fulfil. Truth is the inherent
right of this Black theology. Truth, in Black Theology,
cannot be sacrificed under the cloak of proselytication
and meetistic conservatism which discount complexities of
cosmic forces.
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WAKE UP!

It's tme you left your pleasures alone,
It's time you forgot about giris and booze,
it's time you dropped your boys and fashions
And stood up straight like men

And resisted oppression.

It's time you shut your big mouths,

It's nme you showed your sting.

its me you ran amok

Shatrering the enslavernent chains into scraps of metal.

Wake up young brothers |
Wake up young sisters |
How long must you be
bullied,
Kicked
and
petted ?
How long must you be
choked,
O agged
and
bitten ?
Wake uy young brothers |
Let you not be the implements of
their AIMS |
Let you not be stooged for the sake of your
empgty BELLIES |
Never forget what you are !

Wake up young sisters |

Let their money not lure you |

Let their sweet words of love not fool you |
Never forget who you are |

It’s time you sang the songs of praise,

It's time you forgot the past,

It's time you waited for the future

Like the moon waiting for the sun to set.
Freedom’'s in your hands |

Nkatharo KaMnyayiza

a
Nation

Mother 0’

Africa
mother of children
impatient
desperate
reluctant
to be like the rivers that
meandar calmy
to the seas
Africa
the voice of your children
erodes the mist-shrouded mountain
and cuts through the valleys
like the pounding rivers
that ravage and rape your fields
Africa
maother of children
destitute
dying
desperate
to prescribe themselves
free
Africa

your bosoms once offered rest to our weary heads
your arms enfolded us ensuring us of security
your hair sheltered us from our enemies.

Africa
today
your rivers no longer heal our wounds
your mountsins do not silence our angry voices
your fields offer us no refuge

Africa

mother of warriors,
answering the call for justice.

Iiva Mackay
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PROUD FLESH

“All the rest of the worid's peoples must think towerd
the future, toward change, because they must have it."

(Leroi Jones)

“Communication is only important because it is the broad-
et root of education. And all cultures communicate

exactly what they have, a powerful motey of experience”
iLeroi Jones)

“To criticize the information one receives and the manner
in which it is transmitted is 8 very important step”’
(Ciaume Angeli)

“No modern State can exist if its factories and universit-
ies are not working.”

fAndre Grcksmann)

" All sttemots at dislogue between the subdued and sub-
duer, between those placed within history and those dis-

persed outside, breakdown. The subdued and the subduer
do not speak the same language.”

(James Baldwin in ‘No Name in the Street’)

Xt

“There's some faith in human nature, in what a person can
become no matter what time he's born in and Nno matter
what's behind him. We have to - in every generation,
every five minutes - make human life possible. That's the
only importance of having a brain because it's 8 metaphor
for stamina. And finally, it's 8 metaphor for love”

(Jarmes Baidwin in “A Rapow Race’)

“There is no such thing as adulthood as opposed to youth,
Youth is not a stage of development, it is & state of mind.
Adults have always feit the need to make the young
infantile by keeping them in a state of prolonged
wrresponsibility. The “instability of youth’ is the symptom
which the adult needs to fesl well-balanced”’.

(Maud Mannoni)

" "To hell with the scientific community’, Frank Borman
cut in. The astronauts laughed. The attitude was cleer,
They were not in astronsutics 1o solve the mysteries of

the moon, they were astronauts to save America.”
(Norman Mailer in ‘A fire on the Moon’)

BLACK CONSCIOUSNESS IS:

l. an attitude of mind. a wav of life:

2. its basic tenet s that the Black man must reject all
vidlue systems that seek to make him a foreigner in the
country of his birth and reduce his basic human dign-
iy

3. it implies awarcnesss by the Black people of the
power they wield as a group, both economically and
politically and hence group cohesion and sohdarity are
important facets of Black Consciousness,

4. The Black man must build up his own value systems,
see himsell as self-defined and not defined by others:

5. Black Consciouness will always be enhanced by the
totality of involvement of the oppressed people. hence
the message of Black Consciousness has to spread to
reach all sectons of the Black Commumity:

6. Liberation of the Blackman begins first with hibera-
tion from psvchological oppression of himself through
an inferiority complex and secondly from the physical
one accruing out of living in a white racist socicty:
7. Black people are those who are by law or tradition,
politicallv, socially and economically discriminated
against as a group in the South Afncan society of thewr
aspirations.”



It is the endeavour of SASO to make
the newsletter a semi-independent organ,
in regard to financial backing and
expression of opinion reflected in the

newsletter.

Your assistance, dear black readers,
would be most welcome. Assist SASO in
making the newsletter an organ that will

be borme by the black community.
Articlesand/or donationstobe sent to . . .

The Editor,

SASO Newsletter,
86 Beatrice Street,
Durban.



BLACK STUDENTS
MANIFESTO

We, the Black Students of South Africa, believing that the Black Man can no
longer allow definitions that have been imposed upon him by an arrogant White
world concerning his Being and his destiny and that the Black Student has a moral
obligation to articulate the needs and aspirations of the Black Community hereby

declare that:

A. We Black Students are:

1. An inteqral part of the Black oppressed Community before we are
Students coming out of and studying under the oppressive restrictions of
a racist education,

2. committed to a more disciplined involvement in the intellectual and
physical work and to the consistent search of the Black Truth,

3. committed to work towards the building of our people and to the
winning of the struggle for liberation and guided by the central purpose
of service to the Black Community on every technical and social level.

B. We therefore, reject the whole sphere of racist education and commit
ourselves to:

1. The intellectual and physical development of our community and to the
realistaion of liberation for Black peoples of South Africa.

2. thedefinition that education in South Africa is unshamedly political and
we therefore, believe that Black education is tied to the liberation of the
Black people of the world.

C. We hereby commit ourselves to:
1. the assertion, manifestation and development of a sense of awareness
politically, socially and economically among the Black Community.

2. the belief that Black Students should maintain a spirit of fraternity
amongst themselves, free from the prejudice of white fallacies by virtue
of their commom oppression.

3. attempting to break away from the traditional order of surbordination
to whites in education and to refuse to be educated for them,

4. encourage and promote Black Literature relevant to our struggle,

5. ensure that our education will further the preservation and promotion
of what is measured in our culture and our historical experience.
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